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To BE SENT -

December 7, 1938.

¥y dear Mr. Presldent:

“hile your memorandum of November 28, enecloeing for
my information a letter dated November 17 which you had
reoelved from Ambassedor Eowers, merely nsked that I read
the letter and epeak to you about it upon your return to
rashington, I have drafted a supgested reply for you to
send to Ambassador Bowers, which I am subtmitting herewlth
for your coneideration.

Norman Davie has been consulted on the general altua-
tion including the connection of the Red Crose with nos=-
aide future enlargement of our relief e”forts, and the
draft 1 am sending to you represents his views as well
s8 my own, If the suggested letter 1 not satisfactory to
you, please let me know,

Eelieve me

Falthfully yours,

The Presldent,

U:8W: bW The %White Houre.

R Tt

R



PEFTROOUCED FROM

Mnmmﬂﬂ.ﬂlmm

Pear Claude!

1 have rlven coneidereble thought to the cues-
tisng you rsised in your letter of Fovemder 17th, I
am renuinely concerned at the nliesht of the oivilien
refucerr 'n Imelin gnd &m snxiour that the 'mited “tates
make Iust pe lerge & contr=idution se 1 poreible.

Le 2 nutier of Te0t, & 7ocd desl hLes heen done by
the Ypd Troge gnd Oovernment PDerertmente vorkine to-
cether, snd 1 the necesrvary funde can be found they
=111 45 more end more g the sonthe nese. Norman Navie
telle me that the Fed Craee lpg gpprovristed from 1ta
arn fundeg to he nged in cornnectisn with verlonr nhanes
i the Srvenish stracile & totsl of “175,000, »hieh 1is
even Tore oer canite than 1t hese riven to Thina. The
Goverrment hag ~iven to the g2 Cross, throvsrh the
Federsl furplur Commnditiee Corvorstion, st 5 purely
naminpl firurs, wvhest to be converted ints flour pnd
Aeliversd shoera ehin. The =ritire Commleeisn hae
hesan ivine free of charpe to the “ed Crose 1te unuged
zergo apadze for treneporting the vheet. ¥itn rll these
fegtar: taken lnto secount it stlll costs the “ed Croms

bawl ne= Zallsr & Gerrel afore ihe vhepl 15 In the
hente of the Friends regdy for Slestributisn. In addl-
tlan, tie 5ad Troee 48 teklne oneree of ¢ clft of corfee
from Fraril snid seelnr that Lt 1= iranenorted on the
Taae agle,

An analyels 2f ths foregolnr showa that for sach
jollear put up by the “ed T=osr it ‘2 ndle to ~ive nearly
Pive 221lla=s’ a2t 5f nld to the starving reluress 1in
“pain. Yawevrar, 1ts ovn Tunde are linited, ond the Aed
Crape hine reapoiied the conclueslon that a snenlal 4Arive
m 1te nsrt L= far yeriour rracone irmoaseible, It e
nonethielese nrenared to aeelet & comulttee osrpenized by

the Frlende to help relse fymids £90 "panleh pe™ipee relief.

1t seame too had thnrt £1) smencien collesting money for
“eln 414 not choome te mnel In on this buels, =0 any

direcl zontrlibutlone made through them &1e¢ on the orineinle

that
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thet a dollar does z dollar’e work, =hile via the

ed Tross & d0llar doss nearly five Jdollars’ work. If
sufflelent monay cen be ralered the Government 1g atill
“#ady to mive the Hed Sross BOO,000 huphels of vhest &
month for the next elx monthe., Transportation will he
more Alffleult In the fMiturs g2 there will be less M=
uased snace on Amerloan shilne, but this cen he svaproome
"y “paln eending charte=ed ehipe under forelsn flaire to
our ports ta ret the wheat.

There 18 eo much hussn eicery and 4dlaaster in the
warld that 1t 1s 417T1cult %o forrtell erently vhat AP
«nything Conzrems 2irht he *11ling to do for Fraln.
Ubviourly there is fully se mueh suffering and misery
in Zhina, Czeehoelovakis en’ Cermany =hich sleo oelle
for our sctlve nelp. all I 2on may %a thet what cgn be
lone, »1l11 “ep done,

fou raleed one finel cuveetlon in you= letter, nanely,
the ooselbllity of sn Ame-=lcan fond dletztar. On the
¥iille J oo inelined to think tast €ar Terinues repsons it
=alid e r pletgie or rach an Affielal T~ he “Aeeirneted
DY the sreriient of thue Uaited Nietsg.” If the cemnalen
helns orsenlizad by the Friends rucceeds in raleinr enouvh
money ror the retd "rore Lo keed onh éendlins mhopt in lerpe
"Mantitler, L1t rould klmost automaticclly mske the Mrlends,

&% the dletribatine ereray 27 The “of “racn, the oeg
iominant influaenne in Soenieh rellef. IT the Friends send
Loe vigit man to Sealn, (a4 T 40 1al% thet *hey are solng
ts make the eslection with the utmaat cere, 1t will make
alm in erffect, If nat in nene, inr foo ietetor you had
in ming.

Very glncerely yours,

The konorghle
“leude G, howers,
wiperlcan smbesredor,
t. Jesn de Lur, Yrence.
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EMEASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Hotel Miramar
Et. Jﬂ.-n dﬂ Luﬂ' F!‘&nﬂﬂ.
November 17, 1938.

Dear Mr. Presidrntg

Am a blt amused by your "defeant® which leaves us
wlth a meagre majority of more than erighty-five in the
Houre and a greater part of the Senatel wo things, -
three- lmpressed me, The Democratic victory in Cali=-
fornia which ende the infamy of the criminal persecu=
tion of Tom Mooney; the elimination of the Bonny Lad
with the Bar Room Manner, O'Connor; and the defeat of
my friend Frank Murphy, partly because of the pro-
fasclst congreseional committee busy with the red herring
of communism to distract attention from the Fascist
Torld Revolution which hae been on eslnce 1935,

But my purpose in writ!ng 1s to comvey a memsage

to you from the Spanieh Government. On the telegrarhie
request of Del Vayo, the Minlster of State, I met

The President,
The White Houne.
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Sr. Azcarate, the Spanish Ambassador to Zngland, in Parls
on Sunday, He i1s a high grade man of long experience,
having served for some yeareg wlth the League at Geneva,
The measage in substance was thie:

1. The Government 1g entirely satiasfled with the
military situation., It now concededly has the beet in-
fantry. It is produeing pursult planes but not boubing
planea. The beat Franco can hope for 1is to get back to
where he was in July last by foreing the loyallist army
back on the Ebro with his new divisions of the Itallan
ermy, and hiz new flock of Italian and German bombers re-
cently sent in in accordance with "the spirit of Munich"
which, in the classic language of the impo=sible Chamberlailn,
*has brought peace in our time" - particularly to the Jewa
in Germany.

2, But the Government 1s gravely concerned about
the 3,000,000 men, women and children refurees from Franco
territory and from the emall towns of the Mediterranean
coast that have been wiped out by Italian bombers. The
rrotlem of their preservation from starvation is serious
enough. The Government had anticipated all this for the
winter and had, 1t thought, made adequate provision, but
1tes calculeations dld not contemplate the dally bombing
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of British food ships with the complete aocquiescence of
the Chamberlain Govemment,

2. These facts are not propaganda faots. They
are recognized. The League of Nations sent a commiesion
to investigate and 1te report leaves no possible doubt
that the nced 1s 1-perative and the call to human ity
strong, It 1s probable that the Leapue may send another
commission to act with means and food,

4. This brings us to the point where you are in-

volved, It 1a the hope of the Bpanish Government that
the United States may do 1ts part, jJust =s i1t 414 for the
Selgliane, the Germane, the Rusmians and the French,

Should the League name a Relief Commicsion, the
Spanleh Government would like to propose that the chalre
man ghould be an American appointed by you,

Should we not wish to associnte ourselves with
any League commission, and should we aot independently,
the Spanish Government will ask that an all-American com-
miselon be named to take charge of relief in which we are
involved; and with the stipulation that there shall be
absolutely no interference of any sort from the Govern-

ment in Spain,
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This is the message I was asked to convey to Yyou.

I do not know what Congress may be inclined to do
regarding & reagomable appropriation. I earnestly hope,
hovever, that we shall want to do our part, Since the
spanish Government takes the position that 1% is the
lepitimate government of all Spain, and aince it 1s in-
tereated in the food needa on both sides, and would expect
to have whatever is given used anywhere in proportion to
the need, I cannot see that our neutrality would be in-
volved.

I know, positively know, where the sympathy of anyone
who believes in liberty and democracy must be, Never such
a clear-cut issue between fasolsm and democracy, between
legality and anarchy =e in Spain. of course, I dp not ex=
peact the fasolet FPowera that are specializing every day in
the murdering and mangling of women and children in peace-
ful villages by bombing from the air, to underatand any
humane inetinet. But I am not so fearful as Mr. Chamber-
1ain sbout "irritating Mr. Hitler®". Good God that &
BEritish Premier ghould have sald thatl

1 sympathize with the Austrians, though they surreniared
their arme without a geasture of resistance; and with the
Czechs, though they surrendered without firing & gehot; but
eympathizing with them 1 must to an infinitely preater de=-
gree sympathlze with the Democracy of Spain which for almort
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two years and a half, single handed and alone, has fought
the battle againat fasclem, with Hitler and Mussolini
pouring in troops, planes, tanks, artillery, with the
Moors "taking no prisoners®, and, alas, with the Demoora-
gles of Europe concentrating on preventing the oonstitu-
tional, legal Government from buying armé and ammunition
for the defence of the demoeoratiec ocause while rather
shamelessly turning a blind eye to the constant importa-
tions to Franoo of Italian and German war material and men
leat they "irritate Mr, Hitler", and disturb the "peace
in our time" so intelligently assured at Munich.

We have rigidly enforced the neutrality aot against
the Spanish Government, That does not mean, however, that
we owe nothing to humanity. We were neutral in the World
War when we aoted in Belgium, I hope we ghall do our part
in Spain,

S8ince this was not a casual conversation with Aacarate,
I would appreciate confidentially your reaction to the whole
thing. Whatever that reaction may be need not be passed on
to anyone, but it will give me guide posts in my future oon-
tacte with the Government,

I talked in Paris with some of the keenest cbservers
professionally of the European scene and was astonished to
find that most of them think that there was no probabllifty

of
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of war, and that the Chamberlain Government whipped the
people into a etate of hysteria with constant radio talks
on gae masks, bomb proof shelter, and the need of esending
children from their varents for the purpose of rlunnuiliﬁg
them to the abject surrender of Munich, It seeme too fan-
tastio; and yet I submit that never in history before has
any Government faoing war thought it wise to drive the
people into a frenzy of terror. The utter demoralization
of the English at a oritical moment ocalling for calm ocourage
and dignity was unquestionably the work of the Chamberlain
EToup.

I hope Chamberlain does not accompany the King and Queen
to America. It would be a pity to thus smear their wvisit,
For Chamberlain is desplsed by millions in the United States.
Champ Clark onoe told me that when Falfour went to Washington
and addressed the House, he, Clark, was almost thrown off his
balance Just at the moment he was about to present the former
Seoretary for Ireland, because John J, Fitzgerald whispered
loud enough to be heard: "Champ, don't forget and introduce
him as Floody Balfour",

I shall get a copy of the League of Nations' Feport on
the refugees and send it on,

Sinocerely yours,
CLAUDE G. BOWERS

American Ambasaador
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LEKORAIIDUK FCR
W:,An; A ;/ THE UNDERSECRETARY OF STATE
/7{;" ‘II ! ‘,./L
TC READ AND RETURN. THIS
IS ONLY FOR YOUR EYES.
W11l you speak to me
abocut thisas? F. D. R.

F'! D'l Hl
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Emae smamm sac November 29th, 1938

I am very sorry to hear that, after Wilson'e talk to The President, there ware
gome rumors that he was returning to Berlin.

Ho doubt Mr. Wilson is very anxious for his career to return to Berlin where he
is popular with one of the most dangerous gnngs in history. There are far more
important things at stake than Mr. Wilson's career. Democracy is at stake and I am
afraid Mr. Wilson is not able enough to see this or is too anxioma about hle fature.

If we are golng to fight this Nazl disease, which is spreading quickly through
thelr mad nmbition, we must fight 1t with all the mesns we have. It is not only a
question of spending billions for defense that is important, but it is just as imp-
artant and much, much cheaper to fight with the Nazl with right ideas. If we are
to fight them with right ideas we must have men in our State Department who repre-
sent our idess. Hitler, mad as he is in ambition, is clever in using men and their
weaknesses nnd ideas for hle devilish purnoses and Mr. Wilson hns been a good tool.

Wilson told me himeelf that once the Nazis had Anstria and Crechoslovakia they
would ‘settle down mnd everything would be all right. 1 think he wns foollsh
enoush to think so and from my discussion with him before Munich he talked the sllly
and dengerous nonsense of Lady Astor which was to give in to the lNazis.

While the world was approaching one of the greatest crises in history, Hugh
Wilson epent almost three months using the time of our best Consul looking for a
house for Mra. Wilson instead of ratting her up at a hotel and getting down to
work. He and she no doubt want to return to the house. Often you found him at
the golf links instead of working on his problems at such a time. His chief
advignr, I am told, was Major Turman Smith who is such sn open Nazi that it le a

erime that he is still in Berlin. The Stste Department nnd the War Department
imow thig rg well as many other people, but nothing is done.

What is the use of spending millinns when we don't first arrange these simple
matters?

If Hygh Wileon returns to Germany we would be playing right into the hands
of the peonle who are mt to defeat us at every turn. The Nazl's are fostering
revalution in Mexico, Central Americs md South America to defeat us and men
like Wilson sleep or are too damn selfish to seewhat is golng on.

I hnd the visit of an important German here who le now back again in Germany.
He is close to the present Government there and a very decent fellow. DBut the
wgy members of our Berlin Staff of the Embassy played up to him so he would go
back to Goring and tell Goring whet fine féllows they were, 1s horrible.

They in the EZmbassy even said to this man that they felt the whole expansion
policy of Germeny was all right and America had no objections. I feel these
ideas came from Wileon and an entire chenge in ldeas eince Dodd left is noticable
to all. Dodd was a hundred times better than Wilson.

Incidentally, high men in the English Foreign Office laugh =t Wileon. He
ig dengerous in his foolish lack of knowledge and hie playing up to the Hazis.

Nothing could have given the Nazis a shock more than Wilson's return to the
States snd nothing can help that situation more than to keen Wilson at home.

There ies = lot to be done in the State Department in cleaning up these
carriers of dangerous idess rnd wealmesses that can save millions in defense.

We know what ideas meen in American, it is still more important in Foreign
Affairs.

Jamee Dunn is another one. I understand his wife i such an open Nazl filend
that she doesn't aven try to hide her feelings, and, formerly, he did not try to
either.

Can't something be done to clean out just a few State Depnrtment men or must
thie go on? I don't see why the President permits it.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

CONFIDENTIAL

EY HAND

The Honorable
The Under Secretary of State,

Washington, D. C.
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Degeabter "0, 1038,

#y doar Mr. President)

T telieve you will be interestad in the momorsndum
of ay conversotion of this mornins =ith the Gerasn Charge
Virfpires, of which I enclore R CcopY.

"hiz ia the firet ovidence thet *he Goroan Goverfie
aent has shown of ite willinmers %o tnke any e%ep 1n the
intarest of owr notiomsle by making excentlons to the
sxieting exchanre repulstions eo that fmerlcen oltizens
can withdraw froa Germeny in full proncrtiee whieh they
hove inherited,

T am of ccurse confldent that thie gtep would not
now have been taken by the Oermnn Covernaosnt axesnt for
ths faot thet 1 indiented to the Gerwan Amba~endor that
rublic opinion in thi= country wor Jdesandinge retallstory
BrEARUT 0.

Eolleve me

Falthfully yours,

The Frerldent,

U:swW:uw The “hite Hou-w,
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation

DATE:
Degember 70, 1938,

Sloime of pmerican eitizens to the

SUBJECT:  ngtates of persons decensed in Oermany,

Herr Hans Thomren, Chared dVAPTalres ad Int rim
PARTICIPANTS: of Gemany; .

the Under Seer~tary.

COPIES To: ¢ M» PA/D

are =142

The German Chareé AVYAffalres onlled %o mee me thia
mornine by inastruction of his Governac-nt.

r. Thomanen repinded ne of & conversation whieh T hnd
hrd with ambacaador Meckhoff rhortly before the latterts
departure in which I had taken up "ith the Anbacsador in
coneiderable detall the quention of the manner in which
‘merican altizena reelding in Germany were not recelving
treatment equal to thet recelved by German cltlzens reeld-
ine in the United States, jmong the mattc-s taken up by
me in that conversation was the way in which Amcrican
citizens becaune of Gernan exohance rertriotions were
unaile to recelve in full leganclen from the entates of

peroons deceased 1n Germany,
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br. Thomaen handed me an side memoire, which reads

as followai
*In reply to your communication to

Anbarsndor Dieckhoff goneerning the treatment

of inheritance claims of American eltlizene %o

‘he estates of porsons deceassd in Cermmny, I

am In a porition to mtate that all inharitance

eredits of this kind, reoiproecity provided, =11l

e traneferred to the beneficlarles in full oxtent,*

1 stated to the Garman Charge A'Affaires that I as=-
sumsd an’ gathered from the text of the coamunication
he hsad glven me that the assurances s0 provided ralated
to 511 American citizens without distinction. The Chargs
Avaffaires replied that my understonding was correot,

The Charge A'AfTaires concluded the intarviacw by
ptating that he belleved Ambasssdor Dicckhoff's converna-
.timm- in Sermany would be useful, He rtro~d that he be-
11eved his Covermment was beglnning to understsnd that
+he Governnent of the United Jtates would not arrece to
any ¢lsoriminetion between Americsn cltizens in Cermany.
s stated thit he thought 1t =as useful Tor this Covern-
sent to continue "to affirm th t porition®.

I thanked the Cherge d'Affalires for the communice=
+ion he had acde to me and for the Intereet which Ambae-
sndor Disckhoff and he had taken in this question. I aald
I hoped the sssurances glven would prove to be tha fore—
runners of other mor- genaral assurances to the affeot

thnt the richts of all American cltizene ln Germany

without (istinetion would be serupulouely observed,

e el e



FEFRCOUCED FROM HMOLDGH0S AT THE FTUGHOLEN G ADOSEVELT LImAARY

December 23, 1938

My dear Yr, President:

%hile T realize 1t is rather long, I feel that
the desnateh from Berlin which I am enclosing here-
with ie of such intrinsie intereet that you will wigh
to read 1t,

When you are dAone with 1t mgy I ask that it be
retuirned to me for the Department's files,

Helieve me

Failthfully yours,

Encl caure;
Pespateh No, 480,
Beriin, December 5, 1933,

The President,
The White House.

Uz 8W; DMK

D480 12-5-38 PBerlin, Comment on German Political
Situation 862,00/3806

AuBmIian Ul uUCT1ENITE TE0T3TTIod uo yoqwdesag
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