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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEllORANDUU FOR 

Warm Springs, Ga., 
April 4, 1939. 

THE UNDERSECRETARY OF STATE 

Please read enclosed from 
Bill Phillips and return t o me . 

It occurs to me that it 
might be a good thing to send 
a copy of my "curtain lecture • 
to Colonna in confidence to 
Phillips, Bullitt and Kennedy . 
Also I think we might send a 
copy of your memorandum of it 
t o Halifax and Chamberlain for 
their confidential information. 
It all ties i n with the current 
picture . 

' -ft#f F. D. R. 



COPY 

Dear Mr. Presi dent, 

EXBAIISY OF 'l'HE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Rome, March 17, 1939 

Firat ot all, I must thank you tor your thought ot 
me in connection vtth the Pap&t Coronation ceremonies . 
While I greAtly appreciated your message, I was consider­
ably relieved and delighted at your choice of Joe Kennedy, 
who, being a Cathollo and oomi ng from a distance, was a 
tar more appropriate special repr esentative t han I could 
have been. Vatican circles were evidently complimented 
and gratified, and the American Catholic world in Rome 
gave him an enthusiastic welcome. Presumably be will 
give you an account of his visit and ot the Coronation, 
which Caroline and I also attended in a private capacity. 
In a religious sense, there was almost nothing to i t. 
Rather it was a series ot magnificent pageants ln f ascin­
ating costume. It was an experience, but one not to be 
repeated. 

Since my last letter, I have no reason to change my 
views with r egard to Mussollni 1 s political intentions. 
When the time comes tor his nsgot1at1one v1th France, the 
tension between tho t1~0 countries, which 1s still acute, 
v111 increase in an ef f or t to get all he can in Tun18ia, 
DJibouti, and the Suez Canal. No one here believes that 
he is prepared to strike in a military sense in order to 
achieve hie goal, tor it is a well known tact that Italy 
is not prepared tor war. Moreover, the Italian people 
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are strongly against being dra1m into o.ny liar, and while 

they might obey a peremptory order t o tight, everyone 

believes t hat t h is would be the beginning ot the end ot the 

reg i me and that public opinion would not support a war ot 

any duration. Moreover, today, with Germany's reported 

absorption ot Czechoslovakia, it would seem that the German 

Government is sut t iently occupied in an easterly direction 

to ecclude any possibili ty that i t will lend ita support t o 

Ita l y ' s ambitions in the Mediterranean. With what amazing 

speed development s t ake place in t his part ot the world ~ 

I called t h i s morning upon Ciano to ask tor a state­

ment with regard to the at t i tude of I taly on the Czecho­

Slovak s ituati on . I impressed upon h i m that we in America 

were pr of oundly ehocked by the brutal methods which 

Hitler had used in taking possessi on ot Bohemia and 

~!oravia by an overwhelming armed toroe , when as a matter 

ot fact the entire country 11aa already within his gr aep. 

Ciano seemed interested in my reference to the attitude 

ot t he Amer1can ' public, and I gave it to him as strongly 

as I could, although or course explaining that I had no 

i ns truct i ons to give any message to him in this r espect . 

When 1t came to pinning him down for a statement with re­

gard to Italy ' s posit i on, however, he became distinctl y 

confused, gave me none, and finally said "there are no 

adject1veo which can be used". He was so evident ly upset 
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~nd eo little prepared to give me something tor tranemie­

eion to Washington that I did not have the heart to press 
him further, but I lett hie office naturally i n the belief 
that the use or armed r oroe by Hitler oame as a disagree­

able eurpriee to the Italian Government . 

I was very much annoyed with Muesolini in hie refusal 
to receive Myron taylor, but now that be bee acted reason­

ably with regard to foreign J ews 1n Italy, I forgive him. 
Even befor e my request he had preeum~bly decided to poet­

pone the date on which ~ll foreign Jews must leave the . 
country, that 1B Jl.arch 12th, and did not wish to give the 
appearance or do ing so under pr essure, which might have 

been the c~ee it he bad previously reoeived Myron Taylor. 

Now, happily, pressure on the Smbaeey tor action on behalf 
ot these unfortunates bas oeaeed and they are given another 
tour to six months in which to depart. When I called upon 

Ciano recently to ask him whether this reported postpone­

ment was otfi c1al, he not only confirmed i t but gave me to 

understand that there was to be a sort pedalling or the 

ant1-Sem1ti o program . So tar, so good. 

Yesterday I received the t ive volumes or your 'Pub­

lished Papers and Addressee•, for which I bad subscribed, 
and they moat certainly make a handsome and useful addi­

t i on to my library. 

With a ll good wishes, I am, as always, 
Si ncerely yours, 

WILLIAM PHILLIPS 



lb' dear Kr . Pree14eat 1 

I aa returalag to 7oa herewith 8111 

Ph1ll1pe' l etter to 7ou ot Karob 17 wh1oh 

rou vere good eno\llh to l et •• reed. 

In aooordanoe v1\h the eucgeet1oa oon­

ta1ne4 1n J0\11' ae.ol'andla ot 4pr1l 4, I ha'f'l 

11nt oop1" ot the -ran4ua ot 70\11' oon­
·nreaUon w1 tb the Ital1aa Allbauador to 

Ph1ll1pe, Bull1tt , and Kenned7, and I ha•• 
aeked the latter to l et Mr. Ohaaberlaln and 

Lord Jlal1tax haYI \be oontenh ot it tor 

the1r pereonal and oont1dent1al 1ntormat1on. 

Bell••• • • 

Pa1 thtul l.)' l'0 \11'1, 

'Enoloeure . 

'lbe Pree14ent, 
'lbe Wb1te Bouee, 

U :SW:IJ 
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