; ¥ o
! ! Yoot
| N A
_._-L..,__‘ ..I.H_ﬂr1 3 ﬂw i
¥ el el _ P i
5 i . =g



}
! THE WHITE HOUSE
' WASHINGTON

August 12, 1940,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

Will you speak to me

about thise?

F. D. R.
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

2

August 3, 1940, 2

My dear Mr. President,

I am encloeing a letter from Princess von Starhemberg expanding
on an idea that she made known to me in my office on July 30, At our
interview she told me that in talking with people in the lower income
classes she found a good deal of critieism of the bringing here of
English children when so many of our own are in want., As you know, I
have been wvery keen for bringing English children here but I also think
that the criticism based upon the need tc do something for our own poor
children should be met if possible, Perhaps there is something to
Princess von Starhemberg's idea if it could be worked cut. If it has
value it would seem to me that a plan should be made and announced
quickly as it is better to meet criticlsm at the beginning before it
has become a widespread and deeply-rooted prejudice,

I do not agree that I should be the one to announce any such plan
in case that you do not consider it advisable to do so, The Princess
18 also generous in suggesting Jane as Honorary President of any organi-
zation that might be set up, You will understand that this is her own
idea which she did not mention during our interview, I have not even
mentioned it to Jane and you may consider that the suggestion has not
been made,

Sincerely yours,

The President, Secretary of the Interior,

The White House,

Ene.
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Hotel Vindsor,
101 West 58th S5t.,
New York, N. Y.
luguat 'zil"l.d. 1940,

Secretary Harold Ickes,
Department of Interior,
“ashington, D. C.

My dear lir. Secretary:

confirming our conversaticn of July 29th, concern-
in~ Poor Chlldren's Day, may I repeat the conversation apgaln.

Having spoken to so many /‘merican mothers, who feel
hurt becauss so mich attention has been given to the foreipgn
c¢hildren and nothing has been done for the poor Amerlcan chlld-
ren - thet is why I sugcest to have a Poor Children's Day each
year, This would not only satlsfy ’merican mothers but also
the Amerlecan working man who, in cass of war, has to leave hls
femily behind.

Thia Children's Day should be amnounced elther by
the President or you. I would sugrest to do 1t after Labor Day
when the schools satart. This Day should be held each year on
the sazme dete.

There 12 alao another important point: it will bring
many votea for the re-election of President Rooaevelt, because
poor families have lots of children and parents certalnly vote
for the man who is going to protect their children, and these
children include naturalized Americans of all Natlons.

Thia plan could be worked out in conjunection with
the W P A. I have designed a red, white and blue button with
two children's heads and a star above, to be worn on that day.
This will not involve much expense. The cost 1s only 1-1/3¢
each for the flrst 10,000 buttons. The next 100,000 can be
made for 1lf, etec.

This button should be sold &all over the United States
on Poor Children's Day. The minimum charge 1s 10¢ but there
is no 1limit to what cne may wish to glvs.

lay I have the honor to ask you to present these
sugpestions to the President?

A younp mother should be the Honorary President of
this organization, and I would sugceat krs. Ickes. Then 1t
would not look like a campaisn for the re-slection of lir. Roosavelt.
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The buttons should be distributed to the schools,
large factorles and plants, department stores, etc. etc.
throuch the local chambers of commerce, and the checks should
be made peayable either to the W P A or the Children's Bureau
in Washington. )

The money ralsed should be used two-thirds for the
imerican Children and one-third should go to the United States
cormittee for the care of TFuropean chlldren.

The Children's Buresu in Washington should have an
office handling the funds for the children in need. Nothers
who are in need and unsble to take care of their children
should be elile to write and ask the Committee 1f they could
make arranzements to place one or more of their children Iin
Amerlcan homes, where there are no children or where such
children would be welcome,

Tt would also gilve them a chance to recelve medical
attention and children could be sent on vacatlons to ciiferent
perts of the country for thelr health. AiAs we all know, the
Nationt's future 1is built up on our own chlldren.

I would appreclate very much to have a reply on thls
at your earllest convenlence, because we should not waste time
in starting on this very important work before the beginning
of the coming Presidential campalgn.

T would further sugzgest that the office of this
committee should be in ashington as there are so many organi-
zatlions in New York, but of course I will leave that up to you,
and as this 1s my idea, I would like to put all my time in
on it as I now it will be very successful.

Respectfully yours,

(o A 'y/ //‘34/; ..;L %"’é
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