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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS HINGTON 

August 12 , 1940 . 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

Will you speak to me 

about this? 

F. D. R. 

, , j....! 



My dear Mr. President, 

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

A~ot 3, 1940, 

•' , • .. 

I am enclosing & letter from Princess von Starhemberg expanding 

on an idea that ohe made known t o me in my office on July 30, At our 

interview she told me that In talking with people in tho lower income 

classes abe found a good deal of cr1t1chm of the bringing here of 

Engl ish children when eo many of our own are in want. As you know, I 

have been very keen fo r bringing li:ngl!ab children here but I aloo think 

that the crit1ciam based upon the need to do something for our own poor 

children should be met if possi ble, Perhaps there is something to 

Princess von Starhemberg 1a i dea if it could be worked out. If it has 

value 1t would seem to me t hat a plan sbould be made and announced 

quickly as it Is better to meet criticism at t he beginning before it 

haa become a wideapread and deeply-rooted preJudice. 

I do not agree that I should be the one t o announce any such plftn 

in case that you do not consider it advisable to do so. The Pri nce ss 

is also generoua in suggesting Jane as Honorary President of any organ!-

zation that might be set up. You Will undoretand that this ie her own 

idea which abe did not mention during our interview. I have not even 

mentlon~d it to Jane and you may consider that the a~ation bas not 

been made, 

The President. 
The 'llhite House. 

Enc. 

Sincerely youra, 

?f~?.~ 
Secretary of the Interior. 



Secretary Harold Ickes , 
Department of Interior, 
•··ashington , D. c. 
::y dear Llr . Secretary : 

Hotel ;·:tndaor , 
101 !'!est 59th St . , 
Jlew York , 11 . Y. 
r.ucuat 2nd, 1940. 

conf1 n"1nc our conver~ation or Jul y 29th, concern­
inc Poor Ch1l dron 1 s Day, may I repeat the conversation uenin . 

J:nvinc spoken to so nany /.merican mothers , who feel 
hurt bocause so much at t ention has been ::;1ven to the roreicn 
children and no thin£: has been <la11e ror th o poor .'.meri can child­
ren - that i s l'ihy I succeot to hsve a Poor Children I s Day each 
year . This woul d not on l y satisfy .'.mcric:ln mothers but also 
t."'e A:nerican ··.orl:inc man who , in casa or war , has to leava his 
fantily behind. 

This Chilclren ' s Day shoul :i be announced either by 
the ?resident or you . I 110ul d sua;est to do it af t er Labor Day 
when the school s start . T.lis Day shoul d be he l d each year on 
the same date . 

'!'here i s a l so another important point : it will brin;:; 
=y vo t es for the re- election of Presiden t 'laosevel t , becauso 
poor famil i es have lots or chil dren and parents certainl y vote 
for the man who is caine; to protect t heir c hildren , and these 
childl'en include naturalized Americans of all Nati ons . 

This plan coulcl bo workod out in canjunc tiou VIi th 
the '.'/ P A. I have designed a red , white and bl ue button with 
two cl11ldren 1 s heads and o. star above , to be worn 0:1 that day . 
This will not invol ve much expense. The cost is only 1- 1/3¢' 
each for the first 10, 000 bu t tons . iThe ne:<t 100, 000 C:l.l1 be 
~do for 1(, etc . 

This bu t ton should be so l d all over tho U:1ited States 
on Poor Child ren' s Day. The minimum chars e is 10~ but t l'.ere 
i s no limit to Ylhet one may wish to c;ive . 

r:ay I have t he honor to ask you to present theso' 
suc£estio,.,s to tho President? 

A younc mother should be the Honorary President of 
t his orc;an1zat1on, and I woul d sug;:;est r.:rs . I ckos . Thon it 
would not look like a ce.mpaicn for the re - election of ;:r . Roosevelt . 
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The buttons should be dis tributed to the schools , 
l a r ge factories e.nd plants, department stores , e tc . etc . 
throuch the local chambers of cou~~nerce , e.nd the checks sh ould 

be made payable either to the W P A or the Children I s Bureau 

in ·;:ashinr; ton. 

Tho money raised should be used two- thirdo for the 
:.nerican Children and one - third should go to the United States 

Committee for the care of ruropean children . 

The Child ren 1 s Bureau in ·.,ashin::;ton should have e.n 

office handline the funds for the children in ne ed. loiothors 

who are in need and unabl e t o t ake care of their children 
should be s. .le to write e.nd ask t.'lle Co=ittee i.f they could 

nalte arr~C!Itonts to ;>lace one or nore of their c!.ildren in 

.'1.mor1 ce.n homes , 1·:her e there o.r e no children or v.her o such 
chil dren would b e welcome . 

I t woul d also e ive them a cha!lce to receive medical 

attention and children could be sent on vacations to cifferent 

!nc..r to of tho country for their heal th. As wo all know , the 

!le.t1on 1 s future is built up on our o1m children. 

I 1·:oul d a,,precie.te very tnuch to have a rep ly on this 
a t your earliest c oHv enience , becauo e we shoul :!. not waste time 

in starti nc; on this very important work before t h e bee;inninc; 

of the conilli3 Presidential campaign . 

I woul d further suggest t.'llat the offi ce of this 
commit tee should be in ~. ashington as there a re so ma ny orce.ni­
zations in Now Yorlr, but of course I will leav e tha t up to you , 

and as thi s is my i dea , I woul d like to pu t all my time in 
on it as I know it wi ll be very successful . 

../ 
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