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~ CONFIDENTIAL 

Dear Mr. President•-

c 0 p y 

Embaaay 
ot 

ot the United Statea 
America, Santiago1 November 9 , l9tl . 

I 1ncloae herewi th a tranalation of the rather 
r eaarkable letter I have received from Rivaa Cberit, 
the brother-in- law of Azana, written trom the Central. 
Prison in ~adrid, alipped out I have no doubt by one 
ot the priaon nuns or prieata to our E=baaay , and thence 
sent t o me by pouch. I wn sura you will find it of great 
intereat and poaaibly not without some value to retle~ 
1ng t he llt e in Spain, now t hat t he "aroy of llberatlon" 
la in cont rol , and t he people generally are starving . 
Th is man whom I kn ew well, one or the great creative 
artiste in the dramatic field, waa condemned t o d eath 
aa you know on the eole g round or his republ1car.iam and 
hla intimate friendahlp wlth Azana. l do not know that 
we i nt ervened to eave h1m, e l nce Weddell in aendin£ me 
the letter apparen t l y had not the moat remote notion 
of hia identity. I know that some South Am erican Repub­
lica who knew b1m t hrough hia artistic achievements d1d 
i ntervene vigorousl y and 1 ha ve no doubt t hn t ia what 
saved h is llt e . You may be l nteraatad in the c0Ddlt1ona 
aa he deplete them. Also ln hls reference to Portugal. 
Al s o i n hl a reference to you, 1 wi sh there were s oma 
way t o l et him know I have reoeived t he letter but I 
cannot endanger hl s Ute. I have written Weddell t hat 
should he or any of his start, who are absolutely dis­
cree t , ever vls it the pri son he might orally inform him. 

The cold b looded tyranny and bloodthirsty cruelty 
ol' Franco, almoa t t hree years after t he end of t he 
Spani s h s truggle has no equa.l in the record s of eithe r 
ltitlor or Mu aaollni . His preaent attempt to bully 
France int o aonding him the venerable Largo Caballero, 
tor tho firing squad, is but additional proof that the 
ga,ngaters ln control l n Spuin have t he instincts of the 
ordinar y , or rather t he extraor dinary asaaaaln, 

You will be intoroatod in the outcome of the ~~oha­
r i a tic Congreas here and ln the aucooaa or failure of the 
t otalitarians under t he agency or the Spanish Embaaay 
in the attempt to use Ruaeia to bind the Church hera to 
the chariot wbaola of the dictatora . The Spanish are 
said to have contributed 50, 000 peaos toward the expenaea, 
In addition they had poatera atruck readi ng, "Spain , 
Chilo and Chriat" wh ich wore paated on tho street care. 

They 
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't'h"7 alao oret.nl&od a a~~~&11 group wbiob on ever1 poa­
a1blt. ooouloo can vlvaa t or Spain, But tbo daon­
atratlon wae a l wa7a oont1nt.d, at loaat 1n ~ preaenoe, 
t o tba little tra1nec1 sroup or ~t'ul pertCII'I:lera. 
~!ore important , aoae la,con1 a organ1 &at1on ot rea ct1on­
ar1ea bore m&nll6ec1 to ht.vo t h o Span1ah Ambaaoador put on 

the ,rogram tor a a poe ch-·the only dlplooat , I hove 
f ailed to find that ho has opokcn. C~·talnly tho preaa 
h as ~eon silent about it 1t he d1d , I ~ sotnc to 
i nqul ro! alnce i t aeaa pooai blo that tho Co.rd1nal on 
his 11rr val mo.y have vetoed tha t plnn, 

?a t hor 0 1Uara wu vo1"7 popular. I noticed on tol"l::al 

f unction occaa1ona that ha attracted c ore attention than 

o.ny on o ol eo o:~<oopt t he Cardinal . I really think ! put 
on the boa t , cort!Unly the moat not ioocl. show, or a n1 
Dl:bnss:•· I e ave a c11nner Friday nl(ht 1n 0 1T:!lr a ' a 
honor . l had t.hlrty-two aen, /.n d- - pl c aao obaervo th1a­

I had oll tho h ea da or tho Hlero.rchy or the Church in 

Ch1le, the llrchb1sh op of Slll'l tlag o, •.rho to ' ·n lire tor 
a Card1nol 1 s hat , hie Chancellor , h1a Socr~tary, tho 
pr1eat ol tho Cathedral , tho other ~~·cbblshop or Chlla 
Subercaaa aux , ~e Nuncio, t h e Sunc1o 1 a Secretal"1, the 
hoad of the Semina~ dol Pont1flco, tho noctor of the 
C&t)•ollc Un1 voro1ty, the Sub-Roc tor or t.>t e Catholi c 
Un1vcralty , tho Chaplain of t h o Chilean hrmed Foroee, 
Archbiahop Care, very old , vorr liber al , looktnc and 
actin& cuob like GibboiUI, never eoea out at n1£;bt but 
he came to lilY d inner , !lot one or t h o h iC)l ecclea1aat1oe 

but acoopted, knd b ecause O' Hara io Chaplain or t he 

Art:ry, lfav,. an4 Air f oroe , 1 had Oenort.l Eaoudero , 
CtiDl>An<!or i n Chief of t h e ;..rz:r, Oenernl Caetr o , C<X!IDander 

i n Chlot of Ai r i and Admiral Allard, head of the Na v,. 
c~o up from Va parais o t or the dinner. Then I had 
Roaaett1, t he Fo1·eien lllniat er mom I l!lade co-boat. 
;··o t her Wiogol , .\mer ican pr 1cet sta t ioned hero , or courae 

wae proaent . 

Tho preae report or the d inner attracted enormouo 
a ttention and tho Cat ol t cs are i mmenaely pla t.ead . 
Cruohll6• waa pr.,eent , and he laus btngl.J aald that he 
tUd no t eee an:r CCI:ll!IUniet--r eferrtns t o tho f &ct tht.t 
you and I are c~uniata in t ho Spanioh propae anda , 
I oarned bL~ he had not l ooked b ehi n d t ho ourtaina .nc1 

under the oba1re. 

So I think we o..,. out bettor tlup an1 other 

Dnbaaa1 ae far aa tbo concrOIDi a concerned , 
One 
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One fine thing happened which I believe strengthen• 
t he Government hera, especially the Prea1de.nt . The Pree1 -
dent 1o 111 , in bed . The Cardinal called, of course, and 
waa admi tted to aoe hie . He went thence directly to the 
chapel of t he Woneda Palace and prayed t or t he Preaident•a 
apeedy recovery . Thia, together with the magni ficent 
manner 1n which the Government cooperated to make the 
Con{lreaa a triWllph ao probably had effect on •li g)'l teeta ••• 
It ought to anyway . 

'111 th warmest regarda , 

Sincerely, 

CLAUDE O. BOWERS 

Hon. Franklin D. Hooaevelt , 
The l'thlte Houae. 
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To llr . Bowers, 
Anbaesador or the u.s. , 

Santiago, Oh1lo. 

Dear Mr . Bowers : 

12• VIII• l941 
Central Prlaon 

Puerto d e Santa Waria 

I have written to you t wice with t he promise on 
the part of those who t ook the letters to ~1 them in 
Buenos Aires . I d educe thnt they did not do eo, as I 
have not had an answer. Tho amiability of your colleague 
in MRdrld per.nite me to try for tho third tlme wl tb cer­
tainty, 

I will tell you about my fate since tho lOth of 
July of last year. You will not know that the Spanloh 
Pollee arrcatod me with tho help or tho Oermana wi thout 
the slightest demand for extradition on the French Gov­
ernoont in company with Don Carlos Uont1lla , ex• Charg6 
d ' Affalr ln nel&rade and Uavana, and wi th Don Miguel 
Salvador who had hold the same poe t ln Copenhagen, I 
waa informed that Azana had a pplied to rreeidont Roose­
velt thqt be ahould recommend to hla Ambaasadorln Pari s 
and he ln his turn to Bordeaux our departure ln an Ameri­
can ship. In effect I aent a telegram which UJ1doubte~y 
neYer reached the President ln view of the evaa!ve atti­
tude with which I waa received by the American Conaul in 
Bordeaux, and a few daya afterward the Secretary of Mr. 
Bi ddle , functtonine as t:.lniater for the then unoccupied 
zona, denied me the poss ibi lity or talking with him, aa 
well as being lble to help tho s ituation of President 
Azana and hla family . 

Taken to Wadrid where we were incommunicado in a 
sutterranean prison of tho Puerto dol Sol (the Old 
W1n1atry or the In t e rior ) for 101 dayr. . We were taken 
before a aummsry urgent cour t martial , the tw~ntr-tirat 
or October, together wlth the ex- Minister , ~ueazaeoltul 
(who had been brought to the prison at'ter ua) and the 
newspaper man , Crut Sal ido, and t he Auatrlan deputy, 
Teo Domiro Menedoz , who were a~ated in Borden~ . and 
by chance broue,ht wl th ua - the last two , tJ'tot'wnrda 
they alae brought Pr esident Compajns whom they took 
aeeretly to Barcelona, who waa secretly executed in 
September , condemned to death tor adhesion to the re­
bellion. Ky caae betns considered more aerioua in 
the proaecutor 1a charge tor hav1nf suffered "the por­
nlcioua lnfluenoo of the execrable Azana ", 

Serraflo 



- 2-

Sa rra!o Suner a~~anged tha t Domi~ Menende~ should 
b e condamned only to pe~petual imp~iaonment . The lawye~ 
and otho~ family and f~iende euooeeded in get t i ng the 
execut i on ro~ that night suspended on the grounds tha t 
the p~oaeoutor h ad eatabliehed a catego~y of ~eaponei­
bilities i n wn1cb my two dipl omatic companions and I 
figured behind Domi~o Menendez, Tho »iniater of War, 
Varela took the oaee t o Pranoo when h e ~et~nod from 
h1a interview with Hitler . l'ranc o a.aked why in any eaee 
they h ad not ehot the fi~st t wo , ao Zugazagoitui and 
Cruz Salido ware execut ed on t he ninth of November. On 
the thi rd Azana ha d die d at ~ontauban i n France. 

0~ lawyer t old me that ~·ranee adduced that death 
to eave my life, ae jus t ificat i on to t hoee who a sk ed my 
hea d Of hi m a t any coat . llevertheleae wa were not noti­
fied of the commutation until the f ifteenth of January . 
In the moant1ae in the prison of Por lico in ~adrid we 
s aw eo ou t in periodical groups of t welve or eighteen a 
week sixty a~~e people, The Cha plain of tho prison 
to l d me t hat in a year and a half in tha t prison alone 
ha had asslstod ( i n execut ions) more t han two thousand . 
Some ha d baan condemned for month a , In January t here 
were 14, 000 left waiting execution. At preaent it is 
c alculated there are 750, 000 or ooo,ooo prisoners. I 
do not know whether tha t inoludee thoae who are in con­
centration c amp s . There arc a little over 5! 000of ua 
in t his prison. We have b e en more t han 6,000, The pris­
on h ad a normal capacity for 600 . ·ne poll t 1oa.l pri son­
era who are in t he gr oat majori ty are given the same 
tre atment as the ordinary criminals . 

During the winte r months one or two people a day 
h avo d ied of hunger , with the diagnosis of heart failure. 
In t he s tree t t h e s~o t hing happens, according to the 
nuna a.nd monks who are in charge of the prison. Day 
before yeste rday in Cadi & they s hot a doc t or, a communist 
de pu ty, Daniele Ortega who had b een condemned 1n March , 
whose sentence l auppoaed h ad been commuted. With him 
twenty- five other people were shot, 

In apite of the tremendous terror (thoro is a 
s pecial tribunal against the Masone) t he Captain General 
of Sevilla ha a h ad to dictate a s pecial decree of r e­
preaaton a ga1nat the armed partiea which wtill r~1n 
1n Sierra Morena and in t h e mountains of Asturias. 

In 
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In api t e or t he t otal pol it i cal orAanlzation ot tho 
Libot'al l ottiata, t!le llepubliean aontliiiAIIlt eontinuaa wi th 
the :1 t ronst!l unauapae t ed by t hoae who road only the nowa­
papera , and havo only or t i e ial i ntorDatlen. ~cop in 
mlnd tha t only tho !'amlllea or the Ropubl1eana dead or 
p1•t sonera rept·ount i n round n\llllba r o, and I ""' boin{l oon­
aorvative (eount i ne ton persona t or aaeh individual 
directl y i n Jured) eo~o 1~ ,ooo ,ooo . wore than half or the 
total population or Spain. Everyone inoludine them­
selves baa th~ improaolon th>t t he present rulere wlll 
laat aa l ong aa tho Uermans are ln the Pyreneen . I tall 
you thl a oapeclally bocauao I know t o what a point you 
roallzo and l ntoraad Prealdant Roosevel t , what the rui n 
or tho Spanl&h •lapubl1e a1gnit1ed tor !iurope and the 
world . U only t he other A::lbau adora , then, tho Ene;llah 
and the ~ranch eapecially, had aeon aa cleorly as youl 
I undora tand tta t the preeent Ambaaeador of :ior th Atlarica 
ln ~adrid ia pertoctl y informed or tho o1tu~tlon . 

Without any Gallup Poll a t hnnd 1 can aaaure you t hat 
75~ a t l oaat or t ho Spanish , aomo through knowledge , 
and tho majority through natural ins t inct, which aa 
you know ia very aharp amone t ho Spanleh popular claaaoa , 
aweara by Churchill and by !looaevelt , part i cularl y 
Roosevelt becauoa he haa known how to det'lne ca tegori­
cally t ho fundamental principloa ol' thla war t or i ndivi­
sible liberty. Spain la one or the neura1e1c poi nte 
and vital tor .\raoriea " and J.trlca ". 

I personally was much ln~ereated bJ the declara tion 
~&de a row montha ago by t l c /~orlean W1niete r ln Tan­
e l ora, and thu mora attlrmatlo:o tha t t.mer ica had never 
roeosnized de jure the Protectora te . Perhi!P ll t h io 
in t er es ted me more because or ••Y dl r oc t Cherrl! ian 
descent . I do not know if you know that my mothe r ' s great 
grandfather, aon or the Sultan, renounced h l s rlchte to 
the t hrone to bocoao a Ca tholic , and to wa.rr7 i n Spain in 
1769. One or h h aone cacmandod aa a colonel 1n tho 
battle or Balion aga1nat lla poloon. 

Tho polle e have returned to mo Qlone or all my 
pa pers thoae t amlly recorda . 

1 wl.a!l t hu t you mi ght aa:y to Jour Collc~ruc , the 
Al:lba,.ador in NadJ•i d , to what a poi nt H would be 
lnteroat.ln& tot· him to talk with me and my f riends 
(although tow o! t hem r emai n and those in hiding i n 
¥adrid. ~~e oontac t muaL be organized wlth our i~i· 
grants l n Ameri ca. 

I Jmow 
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I k now thnt with all this I am rhking lliJ head 
a second t1mo , 11' onlJ it can ba for a ocnethlne. 
Otherwise I know tb .l thi r ty years of writi~ novels 
in a dirty prison a.•alt 10e . lh• . :Joares l:tl{,llsh are 
t ollowinc tho same P•~dant and short ai£htod pol1CJ. 
They do not tinh h 1nfoa'lll1nt thomoolvos over. 7hoy 
a re sure but slow, 

If you answer me through your colleague perhaps 
I cnn give you newa of roa l interest ~tl th r clltlon to 
Portugol 1n part1 oular·. I ~o not know 1!' your colleague 

1n ~adrld knowa t he confidence which beyond our relation­
ship un1tod c e with my brother- In - law. ~y wife and m7 
aiaters could not aoe the ~residant on their way throu~h 

America t o Wexioo, although they wanted to. They were 
very sorry. 

Put ~e at t he feet of your wife . 

Your always atfootlonate 

CIPRIANO Dli RI VAS CII!:RI P 
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