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lovember 10, 1041,

¥y dear Mr. Presldent:

Thank you for letting me see the attached
lotter to you from Ambassador Bowers. I have readl
1t with partloular interest. In accordance with your

request I am returning it to you for your files.

Deliave ma
Falthfully yours,
Sumner We.Len
e
[y ‘dur"’
.I"_I:_. i;j ﬂu‘.f’(/
Enelosures

The President,
The White liouse.
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Embasey of the United States
of Amerlca, Bnntilgui

VERY CONFIDENTIAL November ©, 164

Dear Mr, Presidenti-

I inclose herewlth a translation of the rather
remarkable letter I have received from Rivas Cherif,
the brother-in-law of Azana, written from the Central
Prison in Kadrid, slipped out I have nc doubt by one
of the prison nuns or priests to our Embassy, and thence
sent tc me by pouch. I am sure you will find it of great
interest and possibly not without ascme value to reflecs
ing the life in Spain, now that the "army of liberation"
is in contrel, and the people generally are atarving.
This man whom 1 knew well, cne of the great creative
artists in the dramatic fitld, was condemned to death
a8 you know on the sole ground of his republicerism and
his intimate friendship with Azmna. 1 do not know that
we Intervened to save him, since Weddell in sending me
the letter apparently had not the most remote notion
of his 1dentity. I know that some South Amerlcan Repub=
llecas who kcnew him through hls artistic achlievements did
intervene vigorously and I have no doubt that is what
saved his life. You may be interested in the conditions
as he deplets them. Also in hls reference to Portugal.
Also In hls reference to you. I wish there were sona
way to let him kmow I have recelved the letter but I
cannot endanger hls life. I have wriltten Weddell that
should he or any of hls staff, who are abaolutely dia-
crest, ever visit the prison he might orally inform him,

The cold blooded tyranny and bloodthirsty cruelty
of Franco, almost three years after the end of the
Spanish struggle has no equal in the records of elther
Hitler or Mussolinl, Hls present attempt to bully
France into sending him the venerable Largo Cabellero,
for the firing squad, i1s but additional proof that the
gangaters ln control in Spaln have the instincts of the
crdinary, or rather the extraordinary assassin.

¥You will be intereosted in the outcome of the Eucha-
ristic Congress here and 1n the success or fallure of tha
totalitarians under the sgency of the Spanish Fmbassy
in the attempt to use Hussia to bind the Church here to
the charliot wheels of the dictators. The Spanish are
sald to have contributed 50,000 pesos toward the expenses,
In addition they had poaters struck reading, "Spaln,
Chile and Christ" which were pasted on the street cars.

They
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Tha{ also organized a small group which on every pos=
sible occasion gave vivas for Spain., But the demon-
stration was always confined, at least in my presence,
to the little tr:{nod group of ghyful performers.

More lmportant, scne laymen's organizatlion of reaction=-
aries here managed to have the Spanish Ambaszador put on
the progrem for a speech=-the only diplomat, I have
ralzed to find that he has spoken. Certalinly the preas
has been silent about it 1f he did. I am golng to
ingquire, since 1t seems possible that the Cardinal on
his arrival may have vetoed that plan.

vather O'Hars was very popular. I notliced on formal
function occasions that he attracted more attention than
any onc slse except the Cardinnle. I roally think I put
on the best, certainly the most noticed show, of any
frbassr. I gave a dinner Fridey night In O'Rara's
honor. I had thirty-two men. And==please cbserve this=~-
I had all the heads of the Mierarchy of the Churech in
Chile, the Archbishop of Santlsgo, who 13 !n lim for
a Cardinal's hat, hls Chancellor, his Secrctary, the
priest of the Cuthedral, the other Archblahop of Chile
Subercassaux, The Nunclo, the Nunclo's Secretary, the
head of the Seminary del Pontiflco, the Rector of the
catolic Unlversity, the Sub-Fector of the Cathollc
University, the Chaplain of the Chilean Armed Forocess
Archbishop Carc, very old, vory liberal, looking and
acting ruch like Gibbons, never goes out at night but
he came to my Adlnner. Mot one of the high sccleslastlics
put accepted. And because O'Hara ls Chaplain of the
Army, Wavy and Alr force, 1 had Jeneral Escuderc
Commander in Chiefl of the Airmy, General Castro, 6mmnnd.r
{n Chief of Alr, and Adaniral Allard, head of the Navy
cane up from h‘aipu-nisu for the dinner. Then I had
Roasettl, the Forelgn ¥inister whom I made co=host.
Father Wiegel, American prilest stationed here, of course
was present.

The preas report of the dinner attracted enormous
attentlon and the Cat olles are immensely pleased.
Cruchaga was prasent, and he laughingly sald that he
d1d not see any communist--referring to the fact that
you and T are communists in the Spanlsh propaganda.

T warned him he had not looked behind the curtains and
under the chalra.

So 1 think we came out better thm any other

Fmbassy as far as the Congressis concerned. s
el
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One fine thing happened which 1 belleve strengthens
the Covernment here, especlally the President. The Fresi-
dent 1s 111, in bed, The Cardinal called, of course, and
wae admitted to see him, He went thence directly to the
chapel of the Moneda Palace and prayed for the PFresident's
speedy recovery. This, together with the magnificent
manner in which the Government cooperated to make the
Congress a triumph as probably had effect on iilghtests...
It ought to anyway.

With warmest regards,
Sincerely,
CLAUDE G. BOWERS

Hon, Franklin D. loosevelt,
The White House.
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18-VIII-1641
Central Prison
Puerto de Santa Marla

To ¥r. Bowers,
Ambassador of the U.:S.,
Santiago, Chile.

Dear Mr, Bowers!:

I have wrltten to you twice with the promlse om
the part of those who took the letters to mall them in
Puenos Alrea. I deduce that they dld not do so, as 1
have not had an answer, 7The amlablility of your colleague
in Madrild permits me to try for the third tlme with cer-
talinty.

I will tell you about my fate since the 10th of
July of last year., You will not know that the Spanlsh
Follice arrested me with the help of the Germans without
the alightest demand for extradition on the French Gov-
ernment in company with Don Carlos Montilla, ex-Chargé
d'"Affalr in Pelgrade and Havana, and with Don Miguel
Salvador who had held the same post in Copenhagen. I
was Informed that Azana had applied tc fresident Roose-
velt that he should recommend to his Ambassadorin Parls
and he in his turn to Bordsaux our departure in an Amerl-
can ship. In effect I sent a telegram which undoubtedly
never reached the Presldent in view of the evasive attl-
tude with which I was received by the American Consul in
Bordeaux, and a few days afterward the Secretary of Nr.
Biddle, functioning as Minister for the then unoccupled
zone, denled me the posaibility of talking with him, as
woll as belng sble to help the situation of Presldent
Azana and his family.

Taken to Hadrid where we were incommunicado iln a
sutterranean prison of the Puerto del 3ol (the 01d
Ministry of the Interior) for 101 days. Wie were talken
before a summary urgent court martial, the twenty-first
of October, together wilth the ex-Hinlster, Jucazapoltul
{who had been brought to the prison after us) and the
newspaper man, Cruz Salido, and the Austrian deputy,
Teo Domiroc Menedez, who were anested in Bordeaux, and
by chence brought with us - the last twe. Afterwards
they alsc brought Fresident Compayms whom they took
secretly to Barcelona, who was secretly executed in
September, condemned to death for adhesion to the re-
bellion. My case being consldered more serious in
the prosecutor's charge for having suffered "the per-
niclious influence of the execrable Azana",

Serrafio
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Serraflio Suner arranged that Domiro Menendez should
be condemned only to perpetual imprisomnment. The lawyer
and other famlly and friends succeeded ln getting the
execution for that nlght suspended on the grounds that
the prosecutor had established a category of responsi-
bilitles in which my two dlplomatic companions and I
flgured behind Dominro Menendez. The Minister of War,
Varala took the case to Franco when he returned from
his interview with Hitler, Ffranco asked why in any case
they had not shot the first two, so Zugazagoltul and
Cruz Salldo were executed on the ninth of November. On
the third Azana had died at Montauban in France.

Our lawyer told me that rranco adduced that death
to save my 1life, as justification to those who asked my
head of him at any cost, Nevertheless we were not notli-
fied of the commutation until the fifteent: of Jsnuary.
In the meantime 1ln the prison of Porlico in Xadrid we
saw fo out in perlodical groups of twelve or elghteen a
week slxty some pecple. The Chaplain of the prison
told me that Iin a year and a half in that prison alone
he had asslsted (in executlions) more than two thousand.
Some had been condemned for months. In January there
were 14, 000 left walting execution. At present 1t ia
calculated there are 750,000 or 800,000 priscnera. I
do not know whether that includes those who are in con-
centration camps. There are a little over 5,0000f us
in thls prison. We have been more than 6,000. The pris-
on had a normal capacity for 600, We pnl!tietl prison-
ers who are in the groat majority are given the same
treatment as the ordinary c¢riminals.

During the winter montha one or two people a day
have dled of hunger, with the diagnosis of heart fallure.
In the street the same thing happens, according to the
nuns and monks who are in charge of the prison. Day
before jesterday in Cadl: they shot a doctor, a communist
deputy, Daniele Ortega who had been condemned in March,
whose sentence I supposed had been commuted. With him
twenty=flive other people were shot.

In spite of the tremendous terror (there ls a
special tribunal against the Masons) the Captain General
of S5evilla has had to dictate a speclal decree of re-
presslon against the armed parties which wtill remain
in Slerra Morena and 1n the mountains of Asturlas.

In
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In spite of the total political organlzation of the
Liceral leftlsts, the Hepubllican sentiment continues with
the strength unsuspected by those who read only the newa-
papers, and have only officlal informatlion. Keep in
mind that only the famllies of the Republicans dead or
prisoners represent in round numbera, and I am belng con-
servative (counting ten persons for each individual
directly injured) some 12,000,000, More than half of the
total population of Spain. Everyone including them-
selves has the impression th.t the present rulers will
last as long as the Uermans are in the Pyrenees. I tell
you this especlally because 1 know to what a polnt you
realize and informed Presldent Roosevelt, what the ruln
of the Spanish depublic signified for Iurope and the
world, If only the other Ambassadors, then, the English
and the French especlally, had seen as clearly as youl
1 understand that the present Ambassador of lorth Amerlca
in WKadrld 1s perfectly informed of the sltuatloen.
without any Gullup Poll at hand I can assure you that
75% at least of the Spanish, some through knowledge,
and the majorlty through natural Iinstinct, which as
you know 1s very sharp among the Spanieh popular classes,
swears by Churchill and by Hoosevelt, particularly
Roosevelt because he has known how to deflne categorl-
cally the fundamental principles of this war for indivi-
sible llberty. GSpaln is one of the neuralgle polnts
and vital for america "and Africa’.

1 personally was much interested by the declaratlon
made a few months ago by the /merican Hinlster In Tan-
glers, and the mere affirmallon thalAmerica had never
recognized de jure the Frotectorate. Ferhsgpas thls
interssted me more because of my direct Cherriflan
descent. I do not know if you know that my mother's great
grandfather, son of the Sultan, renounced his rights to
the throne to become a Catholle, and to karry lo Spain in
1768. One of his sons comanded as a Colonel 1n the
battle of Eallen agalnat Napoleon.

The police have returned to me alone of all my
papers these famlly records.

1 wish that you might say to your Collearuc, the
Ambassador in Madrid, to what a polnt 1t would be
Interssting for him to talk with me snd my friends
(althoush few of them remain and those in hiding In
¥adrid, <ome contmet must be organlzed with our lmmlie
grants in Amerlca.

I know
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I “now that with all this I am risking my head
s second time, 1{ only 1t can Le for somethling.
Otherwise I know th.t thirty years of writing novels
in a ¢lrty prison awalt we. Wr. lloares Enpglish are
following the same prudent and short slzhted polley.
They do not finish informing themselves ever. They
are sure but alow,

If you answer me through your colleague perhaps
I can give you news of real Interest wlth remtlion to
Portugal in particular. I co not know i1f your colleague
in ¥adrid ¥nows the confldence which beyond our relation-
ship united me with my brother-in-law. Ny wife and my
sisters could not see the fresldent on thelr way throurh
america to Mexico, although they wanted to. They were
very aorry.

Put me at the feet of your wife.
Your always affectlionate

CIPRIANO DE RIVAS CHERIP
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