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February 28, 1042

My dear Fr, Presldent)

In socordance with the request eoatecined im your
memorandum of February 13, I am enclosing herewith a
nu geated reply for you to send to ir, Adamle in re-
nonea Lo hls letter to you of February 2.

1 ¢m sorry the suggested reply is in such general
tesme, but I cannot oe yet sscertain that any deolsion
hus been resched by any suthority withia the Government
concerning forel:n army unite, comm:ndos, e% cetera,

Halieve ne

Faithfully yours,

; nosdo?

Ena,

The President,
The “hite House,
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My dear Mr. Adamio!

Your letter of February 3 has been very useful
in the studies and dliscuasions which are in progress
concerning eventual methods of military operations
in enemy-occupied countries.

dhile the projects which might be worked out
would by thelr nature be unsuitable for discussion
in correspondence, I oan sssure you that the Govern-
ment departasnts and agencles interested in work of
thies kind are giving serious examination %o Ilﬂ{
factors such as those you mention., They are obliged
of course to coordinate their dlescuseions, since
questions regarding foreign enliestments, finance,
selective garvice olassifications, eto., all enter
into the matter, as well as considerations of gen~
eral war etrategy.

The information and euggestlone contained in
your interesting letter, concerning Yugosl-via and
Ure=ce in particular, will be most helpful in thie
WOTrK.

Very sincerely youre,

Mr. Louls Adamie,

Milford, New Jersey.
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February 14, 1847

Eu = Mr, sathertonl

Pleane have drefted
some reply for the Fresi-
dent's signature and huove

it sert to me.

Usowsars
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LOUIS ADAMIC - MILFORD, NEW JERSEY
February 3rd, 19042

The Fresident,
The White House
Washington, D. .

Dear Mr, Fresldent:

When I was at the White House on January 13, I took the
liberty of mentioning to you the problem of General Drazha Mihallovich
head of the Yugoslav fighting forces -- the so-called ghetnitsl --
in the mountain regions of Serbia, Bosnla, Herzegovina, Montensgro
and Dalmatia. Lately I have learned from relinble sources that,
in view of the approsching spring, hils gltustion lsa apt tc become
soon very pressing. This 1s confirmed in a dispatoh in yesterday's
New York Times.

My concern for #ihallovish and hie men doee not spring malnly
from the fact that I am of Yugoslav origin; rather 1t hinges on
my interest in the eventual total viotory of the forces of freedom
to which we will have to offer full leadershlp to make them really
effective. when I spoke wth you, I felt that you were well-informed
about the situation in &uganlnvla and keenly lnterasted 1in ﬂnlng
somethl about 1t. Now I hope that something can and will be done
to help neral Mihalloviecth, so thst he can malntaln himeelfl --
or that, if worse comes to worst, he can evacuate some part of
his force, which numbe:s over 100,00C men.

‘n thia connection, ne well as ln connection with my memo-=
rendum to Mrs. Hoosevelt of January 25th which ehe turned over
to you, L wieh to suggest that the United States creale ae scon
as possible s kind of Ameriosn foreign legion -- it could be
called the .merican Legion of Freedow, or eomething llke thet
——with Loges 1n northesstern Africa or/end the Middle East. Thie
Legion would consist of small and extremely mobile unite of Yugoslav,
Greek, anti-fascist Italien, Bulgarian, Albaninn, Jewish and other
foreign eoldiers now not funetlonlng as warriors, and would be
under the Stars and Stripes, comuanded by American field officers.

Such s Legion could be reeruited in part here, in vart in
Africa or the Middle Esst, and in part from smong men who, on
hearing of it, would surely escspe from Yugoslavia, Gresce, ltaly,
Bulgaris, Albenia snd other countries with the purpose of Jjolning
it.

Such
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Such a Legion would develop commandos for raids on the
occupled countries, establlish contact with anti-Naz! leaders
there, serve as a factor in psychologlcal warfare, and prepare for
the sventual invasion.

Thias eruggestion is similar to the plan of my friend,
Mr., N, J, Cladakis of New York, a native American of Greek descent,
which was lately submitted to the War Department by Colonel William
Donovan., May + request, Mr, Fresident, thst, if at all possible,
you personally interasst yourself in th!s? I don't doubt that
C olonel Donovan could errry out this project with lmegination and
expedition. And there are officers in the United Statee Army who
ares aqualified, or would qguickly quslify, for commsndere of the sug=-
geated American forelgn leglon.

Let me emphasize: such a Leglon would exlst rné operate un-

der the Americsn flesg -- which ould have lmnenses value in malne-
talning morale in the occupied lends. I Aon't need to =laborate
this.

The commando units would be invaluable in establizhing and
maintaining contact with forces which are getting ready in most
occupled countries to soring st the Nazis when the invasion begine.
They could orgenize the varioue anti-Nazl and anti-fasclet elementes
along the varicus coast linee: fighermen, for instence. 3peclally
trained men, with epeclal miesione, would be sent in various ways
into different countries.

Slovenis is = case in point. It happens to be my "old Country.
A part of 1t 1e under Italy, a part under Germany. But the whole
province 1s extremely well orgnnized for The Day. Three thousand
young men, mogtly etudente and former officere in the Yugoslav
Army, form a Slovenien ghetnlk forece, which 1g arart from
Mihailovich's army and conducts military operatiine against the
ltalisne and the Germans in a 2yetematic manner. They have blown
up bridees and tunnels, killed hundreds of Cermans and Itallans.
They are supplied by the nopulace from the meager resources of the
country. And in the pooulace at large are 40086-men with hidden
arme and munltlons, ready to get into actlon as soon ne lnveslon
begins. These 40,000 men have a supreme military commander, who
ls in touch with Mihailovich but aect independently. I mentioned
eome of these thinge to you daring our conversation on January 13,
I 4i4 not have a chance to eay that eventually it will be urgent
to have contact with these commanders and their forces. So far as
I know, 1t can be done only through the commando technique. There
are men in Cairo now--Slovenians and other Yugoslave, Oreeks and
other nationales -- who are not functioning now amccording to their
specisl



mmmnmwmmw

-3=

special talents and abilities, who are uneasy about the Britieh,
but who, I am sure, would paesionately and intelligently throw them-
gelves into this work if it were under American suspicea and dlrec-

tion. “America" is a magle name.
Falthfully,
Louls Adamio
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