


M¥ de a r Mr. Preelden•l 

ln .. ooorc!anoe v1th tho r~t((uea\ ao nt-.1ned in your 

t!l"mor ,,ndUB or February 13 , I ;,m encloel ng her~vi>th a 

"''· ~·~ted J'llply t or you to send to llr , AdWDJ.o 1n J'e

-.:'On e~t to h l s l e tter to you or fo'ebrua ry 3, 

l <-~~• eor ry tbe sucge&t e~d r eply h in euob f'lenet•s l 

t l'rlne, but I cnnnot 11q yet .,~cere41n t hat :Ul)' dao1a1on 

h~s been rer.ohe~ by 80¥ a uthor i ty vltbln t he Gov e rnment 

ooncet·ni nt; tore1.,n 1\ n:l)' unl t s , oo~m!>. ndoe , e t cetera . 

a , l18Yft C 8 

F. no. 

The l'r elllde nt , 

The lb.\ t 4 Hotlae, 

U t SW tOES 
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M7 deer Mr. A4aalo• 

tour l etter of February ~ haa been verr uaetul 
1n the t tud1e• and d1touta l on• whloh ere ln procr•• • 
oonoernlnc eYentual aethoda of allltarr operation• 
1n ene.,-occupled countrlee. 

wh1Je t he pr oJect• whi ch m1gh t be wor~ed out 
woul d b7 thelr nature be untultable t or d1toutt1on 
l n oorreapondenoe, I o~n ~••ure JOU tha t the Oo.ern
aent departaentt and acenolee ln\ereeted ln work of 
th1e k1nd are 11v1ng aer1oua exaa1nat1on to ..n7 
f act or • t uch •• thoae you a ent1on. f he7 ar e ob11re4 
ot eour ee t o coor dinate their d1 t cuell1ona, e1noe 
queet1ona rerer d1nl t or e1rn enl 1ata enta, t1nanoe, 
eel eot1ve a~rv1 ce ol aae1t1oatlona, etc . , a ll ent er 
1nto t he .. t ter, a a well a• cont14era t1on• or r eA
er al war etra teg,. 

The 1ntoraat1on and eugreetl ona oont alned ln 
your 1ntereet1ng l et ter, ooncernlng Yugoel; v1a and 
Or e • ce ln pa r ticula r, will be 110a t he lpful ln t h la 
wor lt. 

Mr . ~u1e Adaa1o, 

Mi l f ord, New JeraeJ. 



Februa ry 14, 194~ 

Eu - ~!!' . n\ hertonl 

~ome reply for t he Prea1-

d~nt ' s s1ena~ure and huve 

1t eer.t t o me. 
.. 
0 .. 
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LOUIS ADAMI C 

Tbe Preeident, 
'fhe White liouu, 
Vaehington, D. 0 , 

Dear Mr: Preeident a 

MILFORD, RW JERSEY 

February ~rd, 1942 

When I waa at the White Houae on January 13, I took the 
Uberty or mentioning to :rou the problea or General Drazba ll1ba1loY1c·b 

head or t h e YugoelaY ti&hting roroea -- the eo- call ed ghetnitai --
1n the •ountain r ea1ona ot Serbia, Boanla, Hercegovina, llonte,-.ro 
and Dalsotia . Lately I haYe l earned t rom reliable eouroee that , 
1n view or t he appr oaching epr1ng, hie aitu&tion i a apt t c baooae 
eoon very preaa1ng. Thia 11 confirmed 1n s d1apatoh in yea t erday'a 
New York Timea. 

My concern tor ~ihalloYiob and h1a •en doe~ not apring aainl:r 
troa the f act that I am or Yugoelav origin; r nt her 1t hinges on 
a:r interut in the eYentual total Y1otor:r or t he roroea or treedoa 
to which we wlll have t o ot t er fu ll l eaderlb lp t o make t hea reall:r 
errectiYe. When 1 apolte ~h :rou, I relt tha t you were vell-1ntoraed 
about t he- a1tunt1on tn ·Yuaoalavia and keenly 1nteroated ln doing 
something about 1t. Now I hope tha t aomething can and will be done 
to help General ~ihallov1cth, ao t~t he can mainta i n himeelr --
or that, 1t worse co•ea t o worat, he can aYacuate aoae oer~ or 
h1a force, which nuabe:·a oYer 100, 000 men. 

i n this connection, us well ua l n connection wlth ay me•o
randua t o Mre. RooaeYelt or J anuar:r 20th which ah a turned oYer 
to you, l wieh to euggeat tha t the United State& create a a soon 
ea poae1bl e s kind or Amerio&n t orelgn legion -- 1t could be 
called t he ,\merican J..egion ot' Freedor• , or aomethlng like t hat 
--with t Paea in northeastern Atr1oe or/~no the Middl• Eaa t. Thia 
Legi on ~o~ould cona\e t ot eaall and extremel,y aob1le ~nUl or lugoalaY, 

Greek, anU-raacht I tal bn, Bulg .. rlan, Albllnit>n, J ewhh a.nd ot her 
foreign aoldlera nov not tunot1on1ng aa varr1ore, s nd ~~uld be 
under the Stare nnd Stripes, collltnl\ndetl by Americen field off1Clera. 

Suob a Legion could be reorulte~ I n part here, in oart 1n 
Afr ica or t he Middl e E&at, and ln part troQ amon~ men who, on 
hearlng or it, would eurel:r eacar e rrom Xugoel aYia, Greece, Italy, 
BulgAria , Albl!ni a And other countr1ea ~o~1th the purpou or Jo1ninJ 
it. 

Such 
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Such a Legion would devel op oo~mandoa t or r aida on the 
occupied oount riea , eatabl ieh eo~taot with anti- Nazi l eade r a 
t her e , serve aa a fac t or in payohol ogioa l warfa r e, a nd prepare for 
the eventual 1nvaa1on. 

Th i s P.uggeation i a similar t o the plan or my f riend, 
~r. H. J . Cla~okia o f New Yor k , a not lve Am er ican or Greek descent, 
wh i ch W'.I S l 'l tely submi t t ed to t he War DepartMent by Colonel WU 11aa 
Donovan. Ma y • reques t , Mr. President, t hBt, if a t all poaei ble, 
you personally inter est yourself l n th! a? I don ' t doub t that 
C olonel Donova n could c• r ry out t hi s pr oj ec t wi th lmnginatlon and 
expedition. And there nr e o rr tcera 1n t he Unite~ St otes Army who 
are qunll tie~ . or would quickly quol l ry, f or commanders of the aug
geated Americqn f or eign l egi on. 

Let me emnh'l.a1ze: euoh a Leg ton >•oulo exist n nd Opf't·a te un
der t he A1uer1can flag -- whlch ·rould hnve 1maPnsa value ln main
taining mor ale in the occupi ed lan~s. I don ' t need to ~laborete 
t h11 . 

The commanoo uni ts ~ould be invaluable ln Pstobli shing and 
mnlnt a lnl ng contsct with forces wh toh ar~ get t i ng r~ady i n mos t 
o ccupied countries t o spring p t the Nazls '"h"n t he t nvealon bagln1 . 
They could or~enlze the Vllrlous Anti- Nett •md 8n t 1-fnso1st ~l~menh 
along th~ vnl' lous co~>. st llnl!s: t 1sherm'!n, for inP.tence. SreclallJ 
tra t ned men, with Rpeclal m1aB1ona , ~·ould be sen t 1n va r i ous waye 
i nto d i f f erent countri es. 

Sloven h . 1s a coae 1n point. It happens to he my "old CountrJ. 1 

A pert o f 1t 1a under Italy , o. part under Germany. But t he '.<ho l e 
pr ov tnce 1s extremely well or gnnhed f or The Dny. Three thou&and 
young men , moe t ly a t ude nt a and r or aer ot f1cera in t he Yugoalav 
Aray, form a Slov , nltln chptni k fore " , t,·hlch I s ~!'•r t rrom 
141he1l o ... lch' e army and conducts mi ll tary opera t \ .ms a g11 inst t he 
l t aliana and the Ger mans in a eyete~t1c m~nner. They have blown 
up brl dges and t unnels , ki lled hundreds or Ge rmane anO Itallana . 
They are suppli ed by the 90pulaoe rrom the meager r esources o f the 
coun t r y . And In t he populace at larg• a re 40099- men with hidden 
arms and munitions , r elldy to get in t o aotlon e e soon ~e invasion 
begins. These 40, 000 aen have a aupreme milita ry corAmllnder, who 
is in touch with 141ha1lovloh but act independen t l y. I mentioned 
some or theae things to you " 'ring our conversa tion on January 1~. 
I d id no t have a ohanoe to eay that eventually 1t will be urgent 
to have contac t wi th thee~ commander& and their t or cea . So f8r • • 
I know, l t OAn be done only t hrough tho oo~mando teohni que . There 
are men ln CAiro now--Sl ovenl nne an~ ot her Yugoslava, Oreeke and 
ot her nationale - - who er e not runct ion1ng now aocordlng t o t belr 

apeolal 



apec1al t alent• and ab111t1ea, who are unaa17 obout th~ Brltleh, 
but who, I aa aura, would pau 1onahl y and 1ntell 1&enUy throw t h•
eel Yea l nto thla work l t lt were under Aa erlc•n ftU&nlc e• and d lrec
t lon. 1 Aaer1ca• 11 a aa&1o naaa. 

Yalthtully, 

Lcuh Ad .. l o 

i:U I CWCA '' tK N I 1/RC 2/ 26/42 
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