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November 16, 1942
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¥r. Lonc:

1 am sending you & memorandum
from the President. Ilease thlnk
it over and talk with me, anc we
can then perheps both talk together

with Norman Davis.
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November 1w, lu42

My dear Wr. iresldent;

Your memorandum of Hovember 16 with regard to the
posalulllity of getting food to tle people of Norway by
way of & wedlah vessel to a “wedlsh port for distribution
by the wedlah Hed Cross ralses a problem in which I am
deeply Intereated. You sugrest for oconsideratlon making
& test run of enough food for a province of lorway and
Lhat LI experlence siows thaut the “wedlsh f[ed CUross can
@ctually distribute thls food in such a way that the in-
mbltants of lHorway actuslly ,et it without interference
by Lhe Jermans, we could go further in arranging for the
distribution of food through the same &gency im other
parts of liorway.

A8 you deolred, I have talked thls matter over with
Norman Lavis.

Clearly, tlhe carrylog out of this plan even in a
linited way would modify the control at present exerclsed
by thse malntenance of the dritish blockade.

JuepTEodd

eF-61-11

LunioN 0] JepTeH

The dr'!tish are having lnoreasinily serious difficulties

in this regard. The Horweglan Govermment, the Hritish

The President,

The hice House.
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inf'orm us, are threatenlng to make the contlnusd operation
of Norweglan ships under brltleh coatrol contingeat upon

Lhe agreement of the tritlsh Goverament to make possible
mass relliol to the people of lorway. Llkewise, tle bel.lans
Lave conlronted the “ritish very recently with a demand for
mass feeding In Usl; lum under the threat of publicly with-
drawing the support of the delglan Oovernment from the
British bLlockade pollicy.

A short time ago it became clear thaet this Covernmant
and the Sritish Uovernment were pursulng completely dif-
lerent polloles wlth regurd to rellef to the oclvilian
populations in tie cccupled countries and in order to avoid
what wam tiveatenlng to become & highly unhealthy sltuatlon,
we have agreed with tiw Zritish to lollow similar courses
ln thls regerd based on the principle that lood to be sup-
plied to the civilian jopulations ln the vccupled countries
must originate within tlbe ULlockaded area, namely, iortugal,
sinoe neitler _weden nor . witseriund uave more than enough
food supplles for thelr own domestlo needs.

If we undertake to do as you suggest, thls general
princlple will olearly have to be set aside and 1t will
nlso lnevitauly viean the renewed and, I think, logloal
demand on the part of the .Lutch and Belglen Jovernments,
and undoubtedly on the part of the Folleh, Cszechoslovak,

and Yugoslav Uovernments, that ldentlioal treatment be
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glven them through the mgency of the Swedish or the Inter=-
natlonal Hed Cross.

Thore 1a no doubt that the people of Horway during
the coming winter months are going to be in a desperate
situatlion. Prom the lurger standpoint it may in fact bLe
desirable tiwmt some modiflcatlon of the blockade pollicy
be agreed upon in order to save the lives of many thousands
of individuals in lorway and In Holland and Belgium pro-
vided inlitlal experiments prove that the Uwedlah Hed Croas
oan actually distribute food supplles without Laving these
supplies stolen by thie loocal Jermmn aut.orities.

But [ think you will agree that the declslon to be
resclied lnvolves the determinatlion of a very broad and
farreaching questlion of poliey and that we should not
take nction In this Norweglan cuse untll thls Guesetion
of wajor pollcy has been settiled.

I would therefore like to suggest that you let Norman
Lavis and mysell come 1n to see you together and talkx tle
matter over and to obtaln your declsalon on the broad
policy Ilnvolved. (moe you decide this issus, we can Gthen
talk lmnediately with the Lrltish and go aiead wlthout
dolay.

Belleve me

Falthfully yours,
UsSWeId

guuper fesscl
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