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June 4, 1040

A-L - Mr, Lpngt

The Belglan Agbassador came in to see me this morn-
ing in great dlistress with regard to his daughter.

It apoears that through the Argentine Ambassador in
Paris Le has learned that hls daughter, Countess Marle
Louise van der Boureh, is a refugee in a small town in
southern Pranoe, Agen, which 1s about an hour and & half
by automobile from Bordeaux. The Countess' child, a
1ittle girl of twe or three years, la apparently also a
refugee with French friends at 8¢. Mallo in Brittany,
in the northern part of France. He oan get no reply
direotly from his daughter and apparently the Argentine
Ambssssdor in Parils 1s unable to eommunicate with her
direotly, and he is also unable to communioate with the
friends with whom the child ls.

As a matter of friendship and consideration, I think
we should send a telegram to our Upnsul in Bordeaux ask-
ing him to see 1if he can get in touch with the Ambas-
sador's daughter and, furthermore, if by any chance the
Oountess can get hold of her ohild and be prepared to
sall on the Waghington from Bordeaux - and should there
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be any room left - I believe we should authorize the
Epbassy in Faris to permit her to sall on that vessel,
I shall be graterful if you will let me know any

replles that you may receive so that I may tell the
Amnbassador.
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Memorandum of Conversation

DATE:
October &6, 1942

BJECT:
s Tronsfer of ohildren to the United States
PARTICIPANTS:
Selglan smbssnador, Count Robert van der Straten-Fonthoz;
Aeting Secretary, Mr, Velles
cle
COPIES TO: ]

3, A=L, PA/D, Eu

i—la

The Ambassador of Celgium colled to see me today
6t hls request, The Ambasssdor handed me the memo rand um
~ttaghed herewlth,

I told the Ambsesador that I feared he was labering
under some misapyrehension, I said that thig Government
was not maklng arrangements to bring children from Bel-
glum to the United States but was deeply concerned with
the plight of ohildren in unocoupied France whoae parents
hove been deported, by order of the French Government to
Germany, lnasmuch as these children were now left wltfnuut
mesne of nurpurt end completely destitute. I eald that,
of course, if any children of this oategory in mcu\lg:d
France were Belglan nationals, this Government would
glad to recelve the sssurances contsined in the note ate
tached herewith, but that I wished to make it quite clear
to the Ambsssador that the Oovernment of the United Otates
had no intentlon of meeking to find children in Belgium or
other ocoupled countries in order to bring them to the
United 3tates,
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Sirs

T undaratand thint Your Exac'lenay hna
submlittal %o Pras'dent FAmonevelt a plan cenerning
the trangfer to the dnlted .tntas of lour or
Mfve thousand chiliren of d1ifarank natlennlities,
such aa Dalptans, fateh, Cresoslovanquinan nnd
eta., who would romaty Tn thla sounbry untll
tha end arf hoat'1i8len,

iowover, =izordlay be sy Information, the
Amart ann fovarament wishes te obkaln, heforahnad,
from tha Interestad poversmants, the nsguranze
thnt thase children willl bDe permlttes bo raturn
to thelr respestive acunbtrica after Lhv sar.

£3 fap aa hildren zent from Jal, tum
ara gonserned, I 2873  Ive Your ix:ellen2y

ngsuranes that Aalpsian authoritles %111 rutherize
The Honorabvle
derdall JULL
Lesretnry of Htnte
Department ol State

WHBHINGTON, Dela
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the 2!11dran of 7el; lan nationnlity to reentapr
Bel, um nt tre tarminat'on of thelr sojourn in
the Unlted titat-s,

I nvall myselfl ~r thls ecportualty to
renaw to Your lx:iellensy the asauranins of ry

hilshest as0-slderntion,
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