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SUBJECT:

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation

DATE:
November 4, 1040
Aratitude of French Covernment for servioes

rendered to French prisoners of war in
Germany by U. 3. officlals

PARTICIPANTS: The French Ambsssador, iir. Gaston Henry-Heye;

COPIES TO:

the Under Zecretary, Mr. Welles

3, A-B, Eu, PA/D

The French Ambaesador called to see me this morn-
ing.

The Ambassador read to me a message he had received
from hie Oovernment expressing in effuslive terms the
grati tude of the French Government for the services
rendered to the French prisoners of war in Gersany by
officlale of the United States and concluded by stet-
ing that through an arrangement Jjust conoluded with
the Cerman Government, French representatives Trom
now on would be afforded the opportunity of inspecting
end taking care of French prisoners of war in German
territory. 1 asked the Ambassador to be good enough
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to oonvey this information to the Department by means of
an officlal communication.

Bee also!

Delivery of text of message sent %o
President Roosevelt by Marshal Petain;
Release of bloocked funds;

Conversations to take place between
General Bonavita and Admiral Oreenslade.



mwmmmmnnanmm

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation

DATE:
November 28, 1940
Spanish refugees in France.

PARTICIPANTS: The French Asbassador, Mr. Gaston Henry-Haye;

COPIES TO:

ths Under 3soretary, ¥r. Welles.

A
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S, A-B, PA/D, Fu

The French Ambassador palled to see me at my re-
quest.

The Asbassador brought up the question of Spanish
refugees in France. He stated that some days ago the
Nexican Asbassador had called to see him to infora him
that if the French Oovermnment would grant exit visas
to Spanish political refugees in France, the Mexican
Government would obtain from other Latin Aseriocan Repub-
1ios steamers flying the flags of American Republics to
transport Spanish refugees from Franoe to Mexico. He
gsald the Mexican Ambassador had also stated that the
United States had agreed to send vessels under the
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American flag to France to transport Spanish refugees to
Mexloco. The Ambassador eald that his Government had
agreed in ;principle to the evscuation of Spaniah refu-
gess from Franoe to Mexlioco and he now wished to know
eéxaotly what the Unlted Ztates Government was wlilling
to do in the case.

I eteted to the Asbasssdor that the information he
geve to mé wes o neller of some surprise. I sald that
meny weéks ago, po@slbly as much aa three months ago,
the Mezxlcan Asbassador bhad informed me that the Presi-
dent of Nexico was considering a projeet of this charasc-
ter. I had thereupon ocalled to the attention of the
Ambgssador the faot that it would be very diffioult for
the United States Jovemament to obtaln the ships neces-
sary for sueh a purpose; that the coet would be exceed-
ingly large end tbhat there were no funds with whioh such
a step could be undertaken unless the Congress of the
United States appropriated the money for that purpose.

I hed teld the Mexican Ambassador that I saw no reason
to belleve that the Congrese at this moment would be in-
clined to appropriate the large sums necessary and that
before taking the matter up with the Freslident I would
like to have more specific information from the Mexican
Jovernment ae to the precise plans it had in mind. I
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sald to the French Ambassador that sinoce that time the
Mexiocan Ambassador had never again communicated with me
on this subjeot and that I bad therefore bellieved the
matter had been dropped.

The French Ambgesador did not seeam partiocularly sur-
prised by the etatement I made to him and lnquired what
other American Republios would bave the ahippling neces-
sary to oarry out such a large scale of evacuation of
refugees. I replied that to the best of my knowledge
the only two republics which had any coean merchant
shipping of importance were Chile and Braszll and that
it was my very definite bellief that at thls time the
merchant shipping of both of those republics was urgent-
ly required for commercial purposes.

The Ambassador them put forward the suggestion that
Af the United States Sovernment declded later through the
Red Crose to send medical supplies and shipmente of milk,
et cetera, for the relief of the ohildren of France, those
ships on their return journey might transport Spanish refu-
gees. I said that I would be very glad to disocuss this
question with the appropriate suthorities here and with
the Chairman of the Red Oress end 1 would later h-t the
Anbassador know of their reactions. I stated that in
that connection the Asbassador undoubtedly knew of the
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great shook it had been to publie opimion in the United
S8tates to be informed from press reports that the French
suthorities had turned over to the Spanish authorities
Spanish political refugees who had taken refuge in France
and who had later been exeouted in Spain. I said that
this was so utterly at variance with the magnifioent
traditional polioy of France to give refuge to political
refugees that I wondered if such action had been taken
under duress. The Ambassador imwediately replied that
be had been in communication with his Govemment on this
subjeet. He was apparently fully familiar with the oiroum-
stanoces attendant upon the executiocn of Companys in Barce-
lona and of certain other political exiles from Spain.
The Ambassador stated that he could give me the most pos-
itive and offiocial assurance that not one of these S8panish
refugees had been turned over to Spala by the French Gov-
ernsent. He stated that every one of them had been cap-
tured by the Germans in ceoupied France and that Companys
himself had been seiszed by German suthorities near Blar-
ritzs and then turned over to the Spanish suthorities. He
emphatically denied that the French Government had either
knowledge of or participated in these aocts.

Bee ale?:

S8ituation in Martinique;

Censoring of offioial French mall by British

Garman-Jevieh refugess ia Pons,souds;

8ituation in Prench Indoohina.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation

DATE:
November 25, 1940
SUBJECT: German-Jewish refugees in France
PARTICIPANTS: The French Ambassador, Mr. Gaston Henry-Haye;

the Under Secretary, Nr. Welles
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COPIES TO: 8, A-B, PMD. Eu

The French Asbassador called to see me at my re-
quest.

The Ambassador said that the Department of State
had already been apprised of the position of the French
Government that the United States do what 1t could teo
stimulate the departure from Franee and the resettle-
ment of the German-Jewish refugees now in France. He
sald that at the present time there were over 3,500,000
German-Jewish refugees in France and that the burden of
feeding and looking after these people was already more
than the French economy could stand. The Aabassador
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made no very prolonged or urgent presentation of this
case but merely asked that the question be glven as

favorsble consideration as might be poseible.

gee alsol

Situation in Martinique;

Censoring of official French mall by
British authorities in the Azores
and Bermuda;

Spanish refugees in Franoe;

gituation in French Indochina.
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