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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation
DATE:Dotober 17, 1941

SUBJECT: Fpench prisoners of war.

PARTICIPANTS: Frenoh Ambassador, Mr. Gaston Henry-Haye;
Under “eoretary, MNr. Welles.

COPIES TO: 9, lf.“-ir. Eu, PA/D,

The French Ambsssador oslled to see me this afterncon
&% his request. He shoved me & copy of a letter whioch he
had sent to the President asking for an interview in order
to urge the President to interpose with the EBritish in
behalf of the French prisoners of war in Cermany.

The Ambassador told me that the Frengh Government
had asked the British to permit the Fremch to purchase
five hundred tons of ocanned beef a month from Zouth
America to be sent through the International iied Cross
to the French prisoners. He said that the British had
only permitted three hundred tons %o be shipped, and
this would meke it imposelble for the French prlsoners
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under the present gonditions te have enough to live on,
H-uldmtth-pﬂmhﬂlumuum-qnf
elothing other than whet they had when they were
saptured, since mothing could be spared froa france.
He sald the Fremoh had requested a half million
eweaters und that the Eritish had refused &ny %o be
shipped.

He mald that the eonditlon of health of the
prisoners wes exoeedingly serlous; that tuberculosis
wae beglaning to make ite ravages; that they were
underfed, and that with the start of 2 nev winter
the death rate would be tremendous if nothing in the
way of food and elothing could be sent to them.

I told the Aabassador that I regarded the reguest
made very sympathetieally and that I would personally
talk with the Chalrman of the imerican iied Cross to
“sgertsln what suggestions he might have to make in
regard to this probleas,
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation

DATE:

Januery 10, 10641

intrance into United States mnd other
American Nepublles of refugees under
the Juriasdiction of the Vichy Government

PARTICIPANTS: The French Azbassador, ir. Gaston Henry-Haye;

COPIES TO:

the Under Secretary, kr., Welles

AY A
S, A=B, PA/D, Eu

The French Ambassador called to see mo thls morn-
ing .

The Ambassador spoke about the release to the
press by the Department of State of the text of a note
which had been addressed to the Ambassador in reply to
the requeat of the "rench Goverrment that the United
States permit the entrance into the United States and
arrange for the entrance inte other American HRepubllos
of refugeas now under the Juriadiction of the Viehy
Government, He requested offlcially that the text of
the communiecation addressed to this Covernment by the
FPrench Oovernment should not be released tothe press.
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