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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation

DATE:
August 18, 1942
SUBJECT:
Vatican being asked to condemn German assaseination and
abuge of persons in occupled territories
PARTICIPANTS:
Britlieh Minister, Sir FRonald Campbell;
Under Secretary, Kr. ¥Welles
wf’
COPIES TO: )

8, A=B, PA/D, Eu

5ir Ronald Campbell palled to see me thies morning
et hies request.

The Kinlster stated that the British Minister at
the Vatican had been authorized to make simultaneous
approaches to the Cardinal Seoretary of State with other
representatives of the United Natlons, upon the initiative
of the Brazillan Ambassador, to urge that the Vatiean do
what l:ﬁh‘ be possible puhlinlr to condemn the rssassina-
tlon and abuse by Germany of innocent persons in ocoupled
territories, I told the Minircter that the American repre-
sentative, Mr, Tittman, had already been authorized to the
pame effeot.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Memorandum of Conversation
August 18, 1942

Polish refugees

PARTICIPANTS: o 4 t1sh Minleter, Sir Ronsld Campbellj
Under Secretary, Hr, Welles

COPIESTO: 3 A-B, PA/D, Eu, PA/M, NE, PA/LD, Ra

ars 1—lisd

8ir Ronald Cempbell cslled to see me this morning
at his request.

The Kinister took the question of the need %o

find a refuge for the Polish refugees now about %o
leave the Soviet Union, nemely the wives and familles
of the members of the Polish divislons which had been
permitted to leave the Joviet Unlon to fight in North
Africa. Oir Fonald said that the British Government
had reached the conclusion that they could not be taken

2 care of in Iran, In the first ﬂ.;:n. he sald, the food
which they would require would up & great deal of
shipping space which should be devoted to military pure
poses. The British Covernment understood that they ocould
not be given refuge in the United States and they wondered
if this Covernment could not persuade the Governments of
the other American ublies to find a place for them in
South or Central \merloca.

I replied that this did not seem to me feasible. I
sald the egon-mic situation of all of the other American
_epublics at this time was such s to m:ke 1% in the

T T ™



-

highest degree improbable that any one of these countries
would run the risk of having to take ocare of and sup=
port a great many thousinde of destitute Poles, Fur-
thermore, I sald, all of theee Oovernments, in thelr
present situatlion, would be strongly opposed to per-
mitting the entrance into thelr territory of & very

lcrpe number of aliens who had no means of supportand

who oould not speak the language and oould not be assimi-
leted for & long time to ocome, I stuted it stil) seemed
Lo me that the best plan, which would avold the long
haul of transportation &s well ae the need of sending
food and supclles for the maintenance of these people,
would be for these refugees to be given refuge in the
Union of South Africa. The Hinister read me a t!lng:nn
which alleged that the British dominlone in Afrlca had
clready glven refuge te 78,000 Poles, Jews from Falestine
snd "rete, ond refugees fron the Mediterrcnean area, 1
gald I thought thot that was & remarkable showing but
thet 1t was not my understanding that any considerable
peroentage of these had been accommodated 1in South

Afrioa and that 1t seomed to me that the suggestion of
this Covernment and the helpful uongurntiun of fered h{
the /merican Red Cross would not meke 1t an insupersble
problem for the Union of South Africa if these new
Folish refugees were acocommodated there,

In conclusion, the British Government requested
that, pending = decision as to where these people should
eventually be taken, the United States join with the
british Government in explaining the situation to the
Persian Covernment in order to make 1t clear to the
Ferslan Govermment that these new Polish refugees were
not going to stay indefinitely in Iran and that their

resence there would be of a relatively short charscter,
he British Government feared that if the Unlted S5tates
ild not join 1n these representations, the Parsian Oov-
ernment would belleve that these Polish refugees were to
be dumped in Iran for an indefinite time and that serious
reprrousalons might therefore follow.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation

DATE: Jugust 3, 1942

Request for the United States Oovernment to extend
hospitality to 30,000 Pollsh refugees

PARTICIPANTS:

COPIES TO:

British Minister, Sir Ronald Campbellj
soting “ecretary, Mr, Yelles

9, AL, PA/D, Bu, PA/M, NE

e I—ldaa

The British Minister, Sir lonald Csmpbell, called %o
ee ne this morning at his requeet,

34y Honald sald that the President had yesterday

apoken with him, :fter my conversation on the telephone
with the Fresident, concerning the recuest of the British
Government that thiu Government permit the entrance into
the United States of some 30,007 Polish refugeee from the
Soviet Unlon, these refugees being the lmmedlate famllies
of the Pulluﬁ divisions vhich were now moving from the
Soviet Union to Worth Africa.

I told Sir fonald that the Presldent had agreed with
me that 1t was impossible for this sugzestion %o be ocom=
plied with by this Coverament inasmuch as on sccount of the
tremendous distance involved it would be phyeloally impos—
alble to tran 80 large 2 number of persona fronm
Fersia to the United 3tates in the ships avellable, and,
in the seeond place, such a step on our part would involve
an amendiment of our present immigration lewe, which wes
highly undesirable at thie time., I sc1d the best thing
we could consequently do would be to explore the possibility
of providing for the settlement of these refugees 1n
temporary oamps at some place in Persia through an
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arrengement whe:eby the Feralan Oovernment would not
have to uniertake any expense and whereby food -uﬂuu
required these people would be sent from the United
Jtotes with the assl:lance of and under the ausploes
of the .meriocan Red Cross, I suld that as coon as pos=-
©ible the Department would discuss the matter more fully
with the British Fmbassy in order to see what might be
done,
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