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.. y dear '•lelles, 

BRITISH EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Octooer 27th, 1"42 • 

T~anlc you very ·nuch for your 1-ltt• r 

or October 23rd in which yo·1 i tlfor:ned 'le tho t the 

United States Government would ae willinC to allor; 

the Polish refugees fro, Iron, who:n it is hot>ed 

to settle in !ex1co, to travel thr ough this 

country en route to extco, provided that certain 

conditions were fulfilled , 

I a~ informing the ?oreten Office 

or the decision or the United ~ates Govern1ent 

and am exnlaining to the:n the various con~tttons 

set out in your lettar . i'he British Covernntent 

wtll , I am sure, be ~o~t anpreciative of the 

attitude taken by the UnitP.d States r.overn oen t 

in this ~a tter. 

Yours very sincerely, 

l'he 'lono•1ra ble 

~u.=er ellPs, 

Ioder "ecrt<tar:• of .. tate of the "Jnitod State~ , 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

M~moranclum ol Conversation 

DATil 

SUBJECT: 
Transit vhaa fol' ['oliab rofugeea en route to lloxl.oo . 

PARTICIPANTS: 

COPIES TO: 

The R1&)lt l!onorable the Viscount ual1fax, 

Urlt1ah ~baaaador; 
Wr . n ol loa, Acting secretary. 

:; , A- L, cu 

E ... .-... 
'!'he br 1 t l.a h A.m'baasador cal led to sea ""' thla after-

noon at W. a re-tuoa t. 'l'bo t.mbaasadol' onoo again inquired 

whetbor t h1a Oovom-nt would 1ntor poae any objaotl.ona to 

t ho granting of t.rana1 t vleaa to Pol lab rofugeaa frora Iran 

whom the Ur1tl.ah Jovurt~~~~ent lllgb t arra~e to settle 1n 

ILodoo. 

I t.old h111 that I had ~>lroa<ly atatod 1n pr1nc1plo to 

Sir Ron8ld Campbell t hllt t ho fac111t1ea r o quootod would ba 

granted by thl.a Ooverl'll1ont and tl.a t I . .ould i va hia a 

d efinite reply in orr1tl.ng. I 1ncl1catad to tho Ambaeaaclor, 

as I h bd to Sir Ronald Canpbell , that 1 t waa clear that 

t ho Kex 1ca n GoVOI'I'IIliDnt would not be w1ll1ng to boar any 

part or t he flna uo1al burde ns roault1ng fro. tho aend1ng 

to llaxl.oo or . bAl e a Poliah rafug•••. 

' • ' • ' 
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ootober 14, 1 942 

A- L - Mr . Long a 

Please huve drafted for 

my signa ture some per sonal 

latter I oan send t o the 

Amuassador t elling him defi­

ni t ely what our posit i on is 

with regard to thle ques t ion . 

U: .>\~ : IJ 



SUBJECT: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DATI!: Ootober 9 , 1942 

Proposed t..lgra tloo to lle:doo or Polleh oiY1lia ne 

eYacuated troa the SoYiet Uni on 

PARTICIPANTS: 

COPIES TO: 

Brit1eh 111n1etar, B1r Ronald Cnapbell; 
Aot1ng Secretary, Kr. Wellee 

S, A-L, PA/D, Eu, PA/l.D, RA 

... ,_ ... 
B1r Ronald Campbell called to see • • 1n t he obeenoe 

or Lord Bal1rax at h1a own requeat. 

31r Ronald lef t w1 tb ee an ai de alao1re attached 

her ewith coYer1ng the reply mode by the llex1oan OoYernaant 

to tbe Br1t1eb OoYernaent 1n connection w1tb the augget­

t1on or t be latter that Mexico pera1 t the 1am1grat 1on or 

Pollab o1Y1l1ana naouated troa the SoY1et Uni on r eoentl1 

t hrough Perala. I replied that I aav no r eaaon Wb7 the 

trane1t racil1t1at requeated thould not be granted b7 t hie 

OoYarnaant but t ha t I tbougbt 1t would be well tor t he 

Br1tieb Qoyernaeot to bear 1o a1od t be f act that the 

Mex1con OoTernaent, troa the poe1tion preYiously t aken 

by Mex1oo 1n analagoue oaaee, would not be dinpoaed t o 

bear &1\7 p&rt ot t he t1 n& no1al burdena inYolYed. 

u 18'1110&:8 



On September 18th the British Ambassador informed 
the Secretary or St ate that in reply t o r epresenta-
tions vhloh had been made to t h .. by the British Oov­
ernaent the Mexi can Oover~nt bad expressed their v111-
ingnees , eubJeot to certain conditi one, t o r eoeive an 
unlimited nuaber or t he Polieh civilians who recently 
arrived 1n Persia with the Polish troope evacuated from 
Rues1a. The Foreign Ottioe have nov i nformed Lord Halifax 
that tor t echni cal r eaeone, it would not 1n &nJ case be 

poeslble to arr ange tor the traneport ot these Polieh 
refugee• direct by eh1p to Mexico. The Foreign Otfioe 
have t herefore enquir ed whether, in the event ot it 
being decided t o pursue the i dea of accommodat ing some 
of t hese refugees 1n Mexico and or it being round poe­
s ible to transport t hem from t he Near East to New York, 
t he Unit ed Stat~• authorities would be prepared to facil­
itate t heir onward Journey to Mexico. The Brit1eh Ambae­
sa4or has been instructed to make enquir ies as to the 
a ttitude or t he United Statee Oovernaent on thh poi nt, 
and to express the hope that t hey will be prepared t o 
gi ve t he matter t heir eympatheti o consi deration. 

THE BRIT I SR EMBASSY, 

·~ASHINGTON, D, C., 

October 6th, 1~2. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE i) 4P 

~ 
THE UNDER SECRETARY TP~ 

~1 ~ 
October 13,,1942 

/ ~.WJ..v 
PA/M - Mr':'" Murray: ~o-Ju 

For your informat ion. ~ 

U:SW:GES 
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BRITISH EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON,D.C. 

You will ren:e:nber- di scus ai cg with Lord 

Ff<tlifax the other 6.-; y the qltcst:on o f viaae !'or 

Jewish ch.\ldriln pasel ng thr.,ugh Jray o n thel r• way 

!'ro•r. Persia t l) Palestt !le. The t.mb11ssador d .:ly 

tel ez!'~phed t o Lond!'n on t.':le subjec ~ !'<nd ! 

encl ose a copy of the reply which we r~cel ve1 

!'roro the Fo,..e! 6T! Office 9 !'r:1 d e:.·•· •t,;·::> . 1 mc!\!lt 

t c hAve 31ven ~·r,u tl'l:!.s whe'l I ~Rlled on you 

this morning. 

The Honourablfl 

S•tmner ',Vellea , 

Under 3ecretRr~ or ~tate 
of the United Sts~ea , 

1i/ash1 ngton , T) . C. 
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COPY: 

• 

Telegram No . 5972 from London to Lord fialifax. 

October 2nd, 1942. 

Question of transit across Iraqi territory of 
Jewish immigrants to Palestine has come up constantly in last 
few years and on various occas1ons His Majesty ' s Ambassador 
at Bagdad has asked Iraqi government to grant transit visas 
to limited numbers of per sons who could not conveniently 
travel by any other route . Iraqi government have always 
refused and have made it clear that their action is due not 
only to their own dislike of Jewish ~igration into Palestine 
but also to their fear of criticism from extreme nationalists 
in Iraq, Presence of large Jewish community at Bagdad whose 
relations with Arabs have already suffered from Zionist 
policy in Palestine makes it particularly desirable to avoid 
arousing racial controversy in Iraq and in circumstances 
we have not felt able to press them str ongly but we had already 
decided in present case as Jews in quest i on are all children 
to take matter up again with Iraqi governnent on compassionate 
grounds . 

Please inform United States government accordingly 
and ad d that instructions are being sent to His Majesty's 
Charge d 'Affaires at Bagdad to concert action with his American 
colleague. 

You may also inf orm Rabbi Wise of position. 



SUBJECT: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

M cmrxanclvm of Conversation 

DATE: 

October 2 , l9.:a 

Uruguay'• re9l7 to Dr1t1ah requ .. t regal'dlng 
e ntrance or Polb h ret\lgooa into ~y 

PARTICIPANTS: Brl tlab Alllbueador, V1aoount lial1t'ax1 
Aot1QS Secretary, Yr. l alloa 

COPIES TO: s , Eu, PJ../LD, RA 

... ,_, ... 

Tho Rr1t1ab Ambaaaador c alled t o aeo - today at 

bla r oq,..a t . 

Tho 1\mbaaa lldo:r h anded 1110 a -orandwa which 1a 
attao~d herewith g1v1~ the :reply or t he OoYorr~Mnt 

or tJ:rueua:r to repreaantat1ozw made b:y the B:r1t1ah ao ... 

erl'l!!lent aalclng the OOYernaent or ti~y to por.lt 

tho entrance into t hat country ot the Pollah :rotugoea 

now 1n I ran. 

U1SI'I :DIIX 



- .... 

'l'be Britiab lolinister 1n tlon t evtdeo duly mt.de 

represen tations t o tbe Government or Uruguay en~1r­

ing wl" .. t her any of the Polish retugoea now i .n Poreia 

could be accommodated in Uruguay, 

Tho tJruguayan K1n1ster for Fore1gn A1'fa1re h&e 

now 1ntonaed Ur. Stevena on that if tho Br1 t1eh Gov­

ernment were t o put forward a formal reques t on tho 

sub ject i t would be studied with the greatest 

&YJ~~pathy, He explained, however, that an influx of 

poaa1bly SOllle thousands of PQlee into the country 

would ra1ae very ser i ous d i ff1cultioa i n connection 

with houstng, feed1 ns and 111&1ntonance of publi c 

order, 'lbe e1tuat1on would b e oaetor 1f the 

r efugoea wero agricultura l workers who could be 

aettled 1n aoae ki nd of colony, 

Br1t1ab Bmbuay 

October l et 1942, 



D EPARTMENT OF STATE 

Memoranclum of Conversation 

SUBJECT: 
All eged alaugbter or Je•a 1n Poland. 

PARTICIPANTS: 

COPIES TO: 

The Right llonorable the Viaoount Hallra.x, 
Br1t1ab Aabaaaador; 

Mr . Wellea, Un4ar Seoretar7. 

S , .A.-B, IN 

.... 

om. Br1 tiah Ambaaaaclor called to aee .,. t bh mor ning 
at hia re'iuaa t . 

I dhouaae4 at ao.,. lenath with tbe Aabaaaaclor t.ba 
atate•n ta u.S. to • yeatarda7 b7 Rabbi fllae oona.mlng 
the alleged alaughtar or J••• 1n Poland bJ tbt Oe~ 
a ut borl tlaa and inr~d the Aabaaaaclor thlt Ill'. 111J'on 
Ta7lor ha4 been ra'iueatad to aaoartain rraa the Vat1o.an 
wbet.bar the llol7 Sea bad &IV oonr1r-t1co ~ tbtaa re­
port.. or. Wiae bad aeen Lord nalirax barore t.ba r oraer•a 
oonnraot1on with - and had alao req,uaated the inter­
vention or t he Brltlah Oover naent 1n thia oatter. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Mcmoranclum ol Conversation 

DATE: 

Deoea'ber 4 0 1~2 

suBJECT: Ben41r.g of Polish re tugeee now in India to llex1oo 'b7 
' 87 ot the United St a tee 

PARTICIPANTS: British Ambneoado:r , the V1soount HnllfaXI 
Under Secret ary, Hr, Welles 

COPIES TO: J , A-L, Eu, PA/ LD, nA 

The British Aabassador cal led to see me \hie morn­
ing a t his reques t, 

The Ambassador informed me that the Br1Ueb Govern­
ment was planning to sand, in the 1~ed1ate future, eo .. 
?00 Pol1eh refugeoe now ln India, who had r eached there 
from Pe:re1a, t o Mexico by way o f the United St ates. Tha 
Brit1eb Government was anxi ous to know what, 1! &QJ, 
f inanci al uasi stance the United Statea OoTernaent would 
give ao t ha t theee people mi ght be cared for after tbe7 
reaob Mexico. The Ambassador reminded me that when the 
plan t o send some of t heae Pollen ret ugeea to South Afr1oa 
wa a under cona1derat1on, t he P1·ed dent ha<l expreued the 
t hought t hat the American Red Cr oss could undert ake at 
leas t a par t of the financi al reepone1bil1tiea inYolTed, 

I told the Ambaaaador t hat t he aa t t er wo.Jld be given 
consi deration and 1 vo~ld l et him hAve a r eply s e soon 
a s poea1ble. I to l d him t hat• it I rsmembered oorreotly, 
t ho ondl te which bo.d 'been 11111de aTa1lable 'b7 tbls OoTer~ 
mant to the Pol1eb Go•e:r1111ent h~td been baaed 1n part on 
t he unde:rat and1ng that out or t hese oredlte t he Pollab 
Go•ernment woul d take oare or allah refugeee, ond t bo.t 
1t tbd were in t a ct the 03se I t hought that the.t waa 
t he 'bee t way to bo.ndle t he matter. l told the Amba aoador, 



- 2-

vhlob be did not knov that Genera.l Si koraki vae 
goi ng \ o Me~.1oo b1ceelt 1n order t o d1eoueo t he oare 
in kex1oo ot Poliab retuseee, and t hat I believed oon­
eequentl7 t he aatter brought to _, attention b7 t be 
Alllbeaoador ahould be d i aouned vitb General 'llkoraki 
betore he lett. 

\118W I OES 
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Deoember 4, 19-12 

A.-L - Mr. Lons : 

Will you take t hi s up 
v1th the ~ed Cr os s Rnd let 
me knov what tbe1r r eeling 
m.a.y be a s soo r. a e pos si ble 
so t b.R t I oan make a repl)­
' o the Br1t1sh Amb~ssadort 

U: S~ :GSS 
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