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BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON,D.C.

October 27th, 1942,

ly dear Vielles,

Thank you very mch for your letter
of October 23rd in which you informed me that the
United States Covernment would ove willing to allow
the Polish refugees from Iran, whom it is hoved
to settle in /lexico, to travel through this
country en route to ‘exico, provided that certain
conditions were fulfilled.

I an informing the Foreign Office
of the decision of the United States Government
and am explaining to them the wvarious conditions
set out in your letter. f(he British Covernment
will, I am sure, oe most avprecilative of the
attitude taken by the United States Government
in this matter.

Yours very sincerely,

ey AL
o N

The Honourable
Sumner Velles,

UInder Secretarr of State of the Inited States,
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation

DATE:
october 14, lu42

SUBJECT:
Transit visas for Polish refugees en route to Hexlcos.

PARTICIPANTS:
The Right Honorable the Viscount liallfax,
pritish Ambassador;
Mr. Wielles, Actlng Secretary.

COPIES TO:
3' 'h"‘L, Eu

The bBritish ambassador called Lo 388 me this after-
noon at his rejueat. The hAmbassador once again lnguired
whether this Government would lnterpose any ob Jections to
tlie granting of transit visas Lo Pollsh refugees from Iran
whom the British Jovernment might arranges to settle in
Mexlco.

I told him that I had already stated in principle to
5ir HRonald Campbell that the facllitles regqueated would be
granted by this government and that I would slve him a
derinite reply in writing. I indicated to the Ambassador,
as I had to Sir Ronald Campbell, that i1t was clear that
the Mexican Government would not be willing to bear anjy
part of the financlal burdens resulting from the sendlng

to Mexleco of .hese Follah relugees.
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October 14, 1942

A=L = Mr. Long:

Please have drafted for
my signature some personal
lotter I can send to the
Ambassador telling him defi-
nitely what our position is

with regard to this question.

UsiWeIJd
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation

DATE: fotober 9, 1942

SUBJECT:
Proposed immigratlion to Mexioco of Polish clviliane

evacuated from the Soviet Union

PARTICIPANTS:
British Minister, Sir Honald Campbell;
Agting Seoretary, Mr. Welles

COPIES TO:
s, A-L, PA/D, Eu, PA/LD, RA

sir Ronald Campbell called to see me in the absence

of Lord Helifax at his own request.
34y Ronald left with me an alde mémoire attached

herewith covering the reply made by the Mexican Government
to the British Government in conneotlion with the sugges-
tion of the latter that Mexico permit the immigration of
Polish oivilians evacuated from the Soviet Unlon recently

through FPersia. I replied that I saw no reason why the

transit facilities requested should not be granted by thls

Government but that I thought 1t would be well for the
British Covernment to bear in mind the fact that the
Mexlcan Government, from the position previously taken
by Mexioco in analagous ocases, would not be dlsvosed to
bear any part of the finenelal burdens involved.
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On September 18th the British Ambassador informed
the Secretary of State that in reply to representa-
tions which had been made to them by the British Gov-
ernment the Mexican Covernment had expressed their will-
ingness, subjeot to certaln conditions, to recelve an
unlimited number of the Polish civilians who recently
arrived in Persia with the Polish troops evacuated from
Hussia. The Forelgn Office have now informed Lord Halifax
that, for technical reasons, it would not in case be
pu:aibla to arrange for the transport of these olish
refugees direct by ship to Mexlco. The Foreign Office
have therefore enquired whether, in the event of it
being decided to pursue the idea of accommodating some
of these refugeee in Mexico and of 1t being found poe-
aible to transport them from the Near East to New York,
the United Statcs authoritles would be g;aparad to facll-
itate their onward Jjourney to Mexlco. e British Ambas-
sador has been instructed to make enquiries as to the
aettitude of the United States Government on this polnt,
and to express the hope that they will be prepared to
gzive the matter their sympathetlc conglderation.

THE BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D, C.,

October 6th, 1942,
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THE UNDER SECRETARY T

October 13, 1942
\w, \ne s
PA/M - Murray: o des

For your information. \5
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BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON,D.C.

October 2th, 1942
.2L74H£nﬂ- }éDEJQLuJLm CJ;xAAQ%iz?;J

You will remenber discussing with Lord
7alifax the other day the question of visas for
Jewigh children passing through Irayg on their way
from Fersia to Falestine, The Ambassador duly
telezraphed to London on the subjeet snd I
encleze a copy of the reply which we receivel
from the Porelgn COffice A few deaye apo. I meant
to have given you thiz when I called on you

this morning.
L gcna vene 55**‘““"2%
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RS Cpeet

The Honourable

Sumner Yelles,

Under Secrebtary of State

of the United Statenm,

Washington, M.C,
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CorY: Telegram No.5972 from London to Lord Hallfax.

October 2nd, 1942,

Question of transit across Iraql territory of
Jewish immigrants to Palestine has come up constantly in last
few years and on varlous occasions Hls Ma jesty's Ambassador
at Bagdad has asked Iragl government to grant transit visas
to limited numbers of persons who could not conveniently
travel by any other route. Iragl government have always
refused and have made it clear that their action 1s due not
only to their own dislike of Jewlsh immigration into Palestine
but also to their fear of criticism from extreme nationallsts
in Iraq. Presence of large Jewlsh community at Bagdad whose
relations with Arabs have already suffered from Zionist
policy in Palestine makes 1t particularly desirable to avoid
arous ing raclal controversy in Iraq and ln circumstances
we have not felt able to press them strongly but we had already
decided in present case as Jews in question are all children
to take matter up again with Iragl govermment on compassionate
grounds .

Please inform United States government accordingly
and add that instructions are belng sent to Hls Majesty's
Charge d'Affaires at Bagdad to concert action with his American
colleague.

You may also inform Rabbl Wise of position.
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SUBJECT:

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation
DATE:
October 2, 1942

Uruguay's reply to Britlsh request regarding
antrance of Follsh refugees into Uruguay

PARTICIPANTS:  pny t1gh Asbassador, Viscount Halifax;

COFIES TO:

s, Bu, PA/LD, RA

The British ‘mbassador called to see me today at
his request.

The Ambassador handed me a memorandum which 1is
attached herewith giving the reply of the Govermnment
of Uruguay to representations made by the British GCov-
errment asking the Goverrment of Uruguay to permit
the entrance into that country of the Pollsh refugees
now in Iran.
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FREPRCOUCED FROM HOLDSIGS AT THE PRGN B AOOSEVETY LIBRARY

The British Minister in lMontevideo duly made
representations to the Govermment of Uruguay enquir-
ing whether any of the Follsh refugees now in Fersia
could be accommodated in Uruguay.

The Uruzuayan Minister for Forelgn Affairs has
now informed Mr. Stevenson that if the British Gov-
ernment were to put forward a formal request on the
subject it would be studied with the greatest
sympathy. He explained, however, that an influx of
posslbly some thousands of poles into the country
would ralse very serious difflcultlies in connection
with housing, feeding and maintenance of public
order. The situation would be easier 1if the
refugees were agricultural workers who could be
settled in some kind of colony.

British Embassy
October lat 1942.



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation
DATE:

September 24, 1942
SUBJECT:
Alleged slaughter of Jews in Poland.

PARTICIPANTS:
The Right Honorable the Viscount Hallfax,
British Ambassador;
Mr. Welleas, Under HSecratary.

COPIES TO:
5- 1-3' Eu

1]

The British Ambassador called to see me this morning
at his requeat.

I discussed at some length with the Ambassador the
statements madae to me yesterday by Rabbl Wise concerning
the alleged slaughter of Jews in Poland by the Qerman
authorities and informed the Ambassador that Nr.

Taylor had been requested to ascertaln from the Vatlcan
whether the Holy See had any confirmation of these re-
ports. Dr. Wise had seen Lord Halifax before the former's
gonversntion with me and had also requested the inter-
vention of the British Government in thls matter.

UiSWeld
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SUBJECT:

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation
sln-lhnr 4, 1842

Sendi g of Polish refugees now in Indla to Mexlco by
wvay of the United States

PARTICIPANTS: Briltish Ambassador, the Viscount Hallfaxj

COPIES TO:

Under Secretary, Hr, Wellen

3, iA=L, Eu, PA/LD, RA

. T
1—ilem

The British Ambas=ador oalled to see me this morn-
ing at hls request.

The Anbassador informed me that the British Jovern-
ment was planning to send, in the immedlate future, some
foC Pcliuﬁ refugees now 1n Indla, who had reached there
from Persla, to Mexieco by way of the United 3tates. The
Britlish Government was anxious %o know what, 1f any,
finaneciel 2gnistance the United States Oovernment would
give so that these people might be cared for after they
reach Mexleo. The Ambegsador reminded me that when the
plan to send some of thesa Polish refugees to South Afrloa
was under consideration, the Presldent had expreased the
thought that the American Red Crosa could undertake at
least a part of the financlal responsibilities involved.

I told the Ambasecdor that the matter would be glven
consideration and 1 would let him have a reply as soon
&s possible. I told him that, if I remembered gorrectly,
the eredits which hed been made avallable by this Govern-
ment to the Follish Government had been based in part on
the underetanding that out of these credite the Polish
Government would take care of olish refugees, and that
Af that were in feot the case I thought that that was
the best way to handle the matter. I told the Ambassador,

2%l
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whish he 414 not know, that General Alkorskl was

?olns to Mexioco hhnir in order to disouss the care

n Kexigo of Polish refugees, =nd that I believed con-
sequently the matter brought to my attention by the
ambegasfor should be dimscussed with General aikorakl
before he left.

U1 8wy GES
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December 4, 1942

A-L - ¥r. Long:

Will you take thls up
with the Red Croses and let
me know what thelr feellng
may be as soon 4 possible
so that I ozn make = rep
to the Britieh Ambsssador

V23w :GE3
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