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The Ttalian Ambassador called to see me this morn-
ing., The Ambassador commenced his conversation by say-
ing that he had not come to see me for any specific rea-
son, but that he wanted to talk in a general way with me
aince he hadn't seen me for some time end more pratlcu-
larly because of hls concern at his realization that re=-
lations between the United States and Italy were steadlly
getting less frlendly. He sald that his primarg cbject 1In
accepting the mission to the United States had Deen to do
everything within his power to try and improve relations
between t he two countries and that it was very dlatress-
ing for him to have to admit that durlng the two years he
had been here relations appeared to have progroesslvely
deterlorated.

I told the Ambassador that I was very glad that he
had mentioned this since it seemed to me myself that the
traditionally particularly friendly relations between our
two countries were in fact far from what they should be
and that T was increasingly concerned by learning of the
publication in the preas of beoth countries of increasing-
ly acrimonious, controversial and disagreeable reflections
on the part of the Itallaen press against the United States
and on the part of the American press against Italy.
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The /imbassador then referred toc a conversation he had
had with the 3ecretary of State a few days ago In which he
had explalined how the press of Pennaylvanla had completely,
and he thought deliberately, misquoted the Ambassador in
the speech which he had made at Pittsburgh by taking a sen-
tence out of its context and inserting i1t in another por-
tion of his speech, thus chancing completely the Ambas-
gador's intentlons. The Ambassader also referred to an
occaslion which had taken place recently In New Orleans
when, at a public gathering to which he had been invited
by the Governor of Lulsisna, the Itellan Govermnment and
the chlefs of the Italian state had been insulted in a
speech made in the presence of the Ambassador by one of
the other guests at the oceasion, The Ambassador sald
he deeply appreclated the great courtesy of tha Governor
of Loulslana and of the audlence present in the attitude
they had taken upon this cccasion. I expressed my own
individual regret that the Ambassador of a friendly coun-
try should have been shown such grave discourtesy by an
American citlzen at a publie function.

The Ambassador sald he mentloned these two inclidents
merely as indications of the situation which was causing
him such increasing concern and he sald the time had sure-
ly come to see what constructlve ateps could be taken to
improve matters lnatead of permittinc them to continue to
get worse, I told the Ambassador that as he knaw 1t was
the policy of this Adminiatration and particularly of this
Daportment te Improve our relationa wilth other countrlea
and especlally with traditional frlends like Italy and
that he might be sure he would find nothing but a friendly
apirit of ccoperation on the part of the officlaels of the
Department of 3State.

The Ambassador then went on to say he had feared very
much when Cermany recently refused to participate in the
New York World's Falr In 1939 that hls Govermment would
find it desirable to adopt a simlilar attitude. To his
great relief, however, he had found that his Goverrment
was, on the contrary, determined to do everything within
its power to make 1ts exhibitlion at the HHew York World's
fair the best which 1t could posslbly make and he believed
that move in 1tself might accomplish a useful purpose. He
sald he alac was consldering, when he returned to Italy on
a vacation next month, suggesting to hias Government that
during the time of the World's Falr mmd the Prince and
Princess of Fledmont might make a visit to the United States
and he asked me what I thought about thls suggeation., I
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said that as I was sure the Anbassador would understand,
the Federal Goverrnment had had to make 1t clear to the Falr
authorities that it would not extend official invitatlons
to the heads of other states nor to other forelgn person-
ages to visit the United States at that time because of the
fact that if invitations were extended to one country, they
would naturally have to be extended to all and it would be
utterly impossible for the Fresident in the very busy and
oceupied 1life which he leads to have to receive and enter-
tein appropriately the official representatives of fifty or
sixty other countrles, The Ambassador gald he understood
this fully. I sald that apart from that aspect, however,
knowing what partlcularly charming and attractive individ-
uals the Prince and Princess of Pledmont were, I was sure
that if they desired to vislt the United States, they
could not help but create the friendly and favorable pop-
ular impression which they had created in so many other
countriss which they had visited.

The Ambassador then went into quite a long analysls
of Ttelo=American relations and referred to the large
rumber of Italisns who had come to the United States
who had worked hard and who had become and whose ﬁhii-
dren had become good Amerlcan cltlzens. He salid he never
fatlled in his addresses to Italo-Amerlcan organizations
to emphasize the bellef of hls own Government that while
it trusted that because of their origin they would always
have a friendly feeling for Italy, nevertheless now that
they were Amerlcan citizens their sole loyalty and thelr
sole alleglance must, of course, be te this country. He
aa'd that becsuse of the number of Itallans in the United
states and the fact that there had never been any serlous
disagreement between Italy and this country and no hlstor-
1cal memorlies of hostility in the past, 1t was hard for him
to understand why so large a proportlon of the press in the
United 3tates and so lerge a section of fmerican publlc
opinion was so bitterly hostlile to the Itallan Covernment.
He said he could fully understand the reasons for the hos-
t1lity to Germany because of their persecutlion of the Jews,
of the members of other rellgious falths and the minorities
in general, but he explained that the situetion 1n Italy
was quite different. Ie sald no step had ever been taken
in Ttaly agalnst the Jews because the Jewish problem 1n
Italy did not exist, He sald there were not more than
forty thousand Jews in Ttaly at the outside and of this
number many of them today were prominent citizens, high-
1y regarded and occupylng important positions under the
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state. He sald before he himself entered public life he
had been closely assoclated in Trieste with prominent Jews
and that he had never seen any prejudice of any kind on

the part of the Itallans against the Jews as such, He
sajd he could not, therefore, comprehend, in view of the
attitude taken by the Itallian Government toward the Cath-
olic Church and towards the Jews in Italy why there should
be an attempt on the part of so great a proportlon of the
ress here to make out that the Itallan Governmenti was
persecuting religious or raclal minorities in that coun-
try. I sald to the Ambassador that, of course, 1 was

fully aware of the truth of what he said, but that 1t
seemed to m& that perhaps he missed, in his attempt to
estimate the situation, twoc rather Important points. In
the first place, I remarked, the very close relationship
which existed between Italy and Germany and the fact that
governmental systems not unlike in structure, however, un-
like they might be in methods or in detalls, exlsted in

the two countrles, created very naturally the populer im-
pression that the domestic pollicles pursued in Germany
with regard to raclal minorities were favorably reparded
or supported by the Itallan GCovernment and by Itallan
public opinion. It seemed to me, I said, that so long as
this close identiflcation in international policy bdween
Cermany and Italy persisted, it would be very difflecult

to persuade the American pecple as individuals that the
domestic policles pursued by Germany were not sympathet-
ically regarded in Italy. The second point, I sald, which
1 thought the Ambassador had disregarded was the fact that
American public opinion had been very profoundly and blast-
ingly shocked by the conguest of Ethiopla and by the under-
taking in that case on the part of Ttaly of policles of ag-
gresaion which were counter to the formal pledges glven by
Ttaly when she had signed numerous Internatlonal agreements,
including the Kellogg=-Briand Pact. There was also, I sald,
the traditicnal and well-recognized sympathy on the part of
the averace American citlzen with the underdog and when they
saw a great modern power llke Italy violating lts sacred
obligation and undertaking the conquest of a free but weak
country like Abyssinia, that fact could not but create a
very hostile sentiment in the Unlted States on the part of
a creat majority of the people, I went on to say that there
was another aspect to thls subject, since the Ambassador and
I were talking very frankly, which I thought I should not
overlook., I sald there was hardly a day now when an Amer-
1can citizen plcking up his newspaper did not read of the
bombardment in Spain of civillan populations and of the
resultart deaths of countless clvilians, particularly women
and children, and that i1t was perfectly well known that
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many of the planes and many of the aviators were Itallan
and that they were in Spain with the full knowledge and
consent of the Italian Government. So long as this sort
of thing went on, I said, it seemed to me qulte Imposslble
to hope for a more friumily attitude on the part of publie
opinion in this country.

The Ambassador recelved what I sald in an entirely
friendly and objective spirit and merely remarked, with
regard to the latter part of my statement, that he was
afraid there was nothing that could be done in any event
until after the Spanish war had been concluded and that
he hoped, for the sake of Europe as well as for the sake
of world peace in general, that 1t would be concluded
soon. Hla only remark with regard to my reference to
the Abyssinlan conquest was that Italy had only become a
united people with a national sense within the past few
vears and that during the decades at the end of the nlne-
teenth century and at the beginning of the twentieth cen-
tury when the other European powers were obtaining their
colonies in Africa, Italy had not been in a position to ob=-
tain control of such resources., If she had not taken ac-
ticn now, he said, she would never have been able to enjoy
the advantages which Great Britain, France, Germany and
even Delgium and Portugal had been able to obtain and
that it was a questlion of fact, however much public opin-
ion in this country might deplcre the way In whlch 1t was
accomplished.

In view of a conversation which I had had with the
Ambassador some months before at which time he had told
me that in his judgment the maintenance of the independ-
ence of Austrla must always be a cardinal principle 1in
Italian forelgn policy, I asked the Ambassador how he
thought hia Government and Itallan public opinion had
viawed the anschluss now that weeks had passed and they
had had an opportunity to conslder the matter and all its
implications. The Ambassador hesitated a few minutes and
then sald: I am golng to speak to you not as an Ambassa-
dor, but as an individual and very confldentlally. From
gll the informatlion I have it 1s my conaldered Judgment
that ninety percent of Itallian public opinion, and the Gove
erament unanimously, deaired that the independence of Austrlia
be maintained intact and viewed with increasing apprehen-
sion the entrance of Germany into Austrla and the presence
of Germany only sixty kllometers from Trleste. Ferhaps,
he said, if Germany would be contented with the annexation
of Austrla - and there 1as a certaln amount of loglc in the
uniting of two peoples of the same race, origin and lan-
guage - and with a reasonable settlement of the Sudeten
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was imperative that these nepgotiations be successfully

»  concluded in the immediate future, that he knew Bonnet

4 intimately and that he knew Daladler falrly well and he
was sure the present French Government would feel the way
he himself did, namely, the sooner an agreement was
reached and the present clouds of controversy between
the two governments were removed, the greater the advan-
tage would be to the two countrles. With regard to thils
latter negotiation, he sald he had word that prospects
were more favorable and that he hoped for some more def-
inite word socn.

U:3W:IMK
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The Italian Ambaseador callad to ace m~ thise
worning, 1 told the Ambaessador that I was partioulrerly
gorry to learn of his declelon to retire from the Embagay
here and to leave Washin-ton, where he and Madame Suvich
had made many warm frienda.

The Ambasandor sald that when he returned to Italy
upon his reeent vacation he found thot the nnti-Jewish
campalgn had nlready reached formidable nronortions,
‘hi1le he was 1n hie own homa, Trirsta, he had been in-
formed that the Jewleh heads of the two larpest insur-
ance ecomnaninrs of Italy were withdrawing by Covernment

order und thet Count Volpl had been requreted to take
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*he plesce of one of them. The Ambareador himeelf was
informed by telegram that it wag desired that he take

the other positlon and that they would like to have his
reply within twenty-four hours, The Ambaseador told me
that he of courase was not a career diplomat, but that he
hed hoped to remain one more year in Washington. He told
me quite frankly that he had not wighed to remain longer
than that because, he pald, slgnificantly, "1t 1s not
healthy for us under present conditions to stay too long
away Trom headquarters®". He sald that in view of the posl-
tion in wvhich he had been placed and by reason of the
fact that he had been a director of thie company for some
years and had always intended eventually to take over the
management of 1t, he had accepted,

The Amba-sador spoke for some tine about gome of the
diffioulties he had encountered in this country with re-
gard to the press, He sald, howaver, that no one could
have recelved greater ocourtesy or greater hospitality from
officlals and private citizens as +ell than had he and his
wife; that I could be sure no one would work more zealously
than he when he was back in Italy as & private citizen
for the clearing away of misunderstandings between our
“wo countries and for the promotion of better relations.

The Ambaesador sald that he had been given the op-
partunity by Count Clano and by Mussolini of suggesting
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his suococessor, and that he had done so from the list of
tho= e available for anpointment to the Washington Embacsy,
He snid that thare were three outstandins candidates -
the present Itallan Ambassador to Spain; Signor Bastianini,
the Under Secretary of Forelgn Relatlone; nnd Prinoe
Asocanio Colonna, who had been appointed Ambaseador in
1036 and who was now attached to the Minlstry of Forelgn
felationa, The Ambassador said that he had selected
Prince Colonna and handed me in writing the following
bl ography of the Princet
"Don Agoanio deil Prineipl Colonna,

born at Naples, August 8, 1883, Graduated in
£~ 300ial Solences in 1906; entered the Mplomatioc

service in 1006; atta at Conetantinople,

1908; transferred to London, 1910; Seoratary of

Lepation, 1910; served at tf'n Ministry for

Forelgn Affalrs. In 1917 Ssoretary of the

Italian Legation to the Peace Conference and

of the Itallan Legation to the Conference of

Ambaspadors at Paris, 1919 - April 1671,

Counselor of Legation, 1974, Appointed Minis-

ter Plenipotentiary in 1076; served at Budapest,

in 1932, inted Ambassador in 1938. At the

Minis try Foreign Affalrs slnce 1038; on

special assignaent as Italian Delegate at the
'Commisalon pour la dette publique nmtlmnu'.y

The Ambassandor added that Prince Colonna spoke
“nelish very well and thot hie wife war n native of hie
own olty, Trieste, but was of Greek origin. He emphasized
the faet that the brother of Prince Colonna, Prince “arcan=-
tonio Colonna, was the ohief oivilian official at the
Holy Sre, and that consequently the entire famlly en=-
Joyed the most intimate relations with the Vatlcan,
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The question of the oredentials which a new
Italian Ambansador would preeent was not raised by
the Anbaassador, nor referred to by myrelf. I atated
that the question of the agréasnt would be submitted,
in sccordanoe with our praoctice, to the President for
'1a permonal conelderation,

I arranged to aee the Asbarandor once more on
Baturday of thie week, sayinr that I knew that both
he and I wore presped for time since the hour of one
o'clock had been passed, but thrt I wanted to have the
opnortunity of talkins =ith hin acaln ot preater length
in order to cbtein from him his impressions Auring his
recent visit to Mome.

Usswguw
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DRAFT V - REVISED BY SW, December 4, 1838

(T0 BE SIGHNED EY THE FRESIDENT)

FERSONAL AND SONPEDENRLAL

My dear Signor Mussolini:

The declslve mction which you took, last Beptember,
and which was so powerful a factor in assuring the avold-
ance of hostilities, 1s recognized everywhers as an his-
torie service to the cause of world peamce. The results
of your efforts have provided a practicel demonstration
that even grave lnternatlional orises can be solved by
negotiation without resort to armed force.

It 18 with this recollectlon in mind that I write
to you today.

The problem of finding new homes for the masses of
individuals of many falths who are no longer permitted
to reside {raal&r in thelr native lands, and who are
E‘L‘H' e T'i-.'i.c-.{.--?} fo ferer af Blcian Las .

to find refuge sbroad, ls one of immedlate urgenoy.
Both for those governments which desire to bring about
the emigration of such lndi‘riﬂ:'u.all a8 well as for those

governments whose peonles feel 1t their duty and their

dssire to help so far as they may be able in the task of
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Tgasttlement, the problem pressented is one of grave ocom-
plexity. Unless there ls effective international collab-
oration, the prospect of a successful solution ie not
hopeful. And unless a solution based on Justice and
humanity can be found, and found promptly, I fear that
international relatione will be further embittered, and
the cause of peace stlll further prejudiced. I have, of
course, glven earneat thought to thie matter and certaln
projects have occurred to me in which the United Btates
eould well collaborate, I am requesting Ambassador
Fhillips to ask an audlence of you as eoon ae may be
sonvenisnt to ¥ou after hie return to Rome, and to aub-
mit these thoughts to your consideration, and to discuss
them with you.

It would glve me genulne pleasure to feel that you
and I were working together along construotive lines
toward a solutlion of this problem, and that thereby we
might be contributing toward a happler and a more peaceful
world.,

I take thie coccasion to convey to you my best wishes
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and the assurances of my highest roegard.

Yery sinoerely youra,

His Excellency
Benito Mussollni,

Chief of the Government.
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MEMORANDUM ELABORATING THE POINTS REFERHED
T0 IN THE FRESIDENT'S LETTER TO THE CHIEF
GI':-HM'! OF DECEMBER __ , 1938,

¥While the Intergovernmental Committee at London has
achisved some measure of success in planning, in a prac-
tiocal way, for the resettlement of refugees, adequate
resulta have not as yet been produced., The Fresident of
the United States belleves that only by virtue of ilnter-
national ecollaboration involving coordinated policies,
based on justice and humanity, on the part both of coun-
tries of emigration and countries of receptlon can the
problem be settled in a manner which will not tend to
engender fupther international bitternmess and 111-will,

Tha President is ready to assume a generous shara
in thie collaboration on behalf of the refugees, If a '_'I,i'-vb“-l-
plan can be found sufficiently ample in scope, and prac-
tical in charscter, which in his Jjudgment holde out
assurance that the problem which has arisen willl be
solved in consonance with justice and humanity, he stands
ready to requeat of the Congress of the United States

that it agree to appropriate over a pericd of three years,
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$33,333,333 annually, contingent upon the provision of
equivalent amounts annually over the same perlod by both
private subseription and by the other governments of the
world conjolntly, the total amount to be contributed
annually for each of these three years, thus amounting
to §100,000,000.

In searching the areas which would appear to lend
themselves to resettlement, Presldent Roosevelt has been
particularly etruck with the aprropriateness of the
Plateau, a portion of which lies in the southwestern
section of Ethiopla, and a portlon in areas lylng to
the south of Ethiopla. It has ccourred to him that the
Chief of the Itallan Government may belleve that ade-
quately financed colonizatlon of refugee families in
this area would be in mccord with plans which the Itallan
Government may have formulated for the development and
economie reconstruction of Ethiopia.

If the Chief ngauvnrnmunt saw merlit in this plan,

and was ready to make manouncemsnt to that effect and

urge other states holding sections of this Plateau to do
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likewise, the President of the United States would be
A O .:.,IA.T" r’i.-j: i b ar

prepared to give the proposal his emtimreimetdec publioc
support.

Of great importance is the German attitude on this

Inter

queation, Mr, Rublee, the Director of the/governmental
Committee made as yet unsuccessful effortes to dis-
cuss these matters with authorized representatives of
the German Government, If any coordinated plans are to
be carried out, the German Governmant will neceasarily
have to furnish full information as to probable emigra-
tlon, and furthermore, some method must be agreed upon
through which emigrants will not be forced to leave Jer-
many as paupera, In this conneotion, it is underatood
in the United States that the main cbastacle from the
German polnt of vlew to the elaboratlion of such a plan
1lies in the diffioulty of proouring foreign exchange 1in
sufficient quantities to allow the emigrants to have
cash in hand, The Presldent has suggested that thie
difficulty might be met at least in part by permitting

refugee emigrants to spend thelr German marks within

Germany to a eufficlent extent to provide themselves
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with supplies indispensable for their ressttlement, as
for instance, farm implements, clothing, ete. If the
Garman OJovernment would permit emlgrants from Germany
to export from that oountry these articles for their
use, up to a sufficlent per caplta value, the exchange
diffioulty would, of course, be greatly lessened,
It is the earnest hope of the Presldent of the

United Btates that the Chlef of the Itallan Government
will favor this suggestion, and, in such event, will

further 1t in such manner a2 he may deem appropriate.

PA/D JCD
EU:FM
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MEMORANDUM ELABORATING THE POINTS REFERRED
T0 IN THE PRESIDENT'S LETTER TO THE CHIEF
OF GOVEANMENT OF DECEMBER , 1838,

While the Inter-Governmental Gammlttua at London has
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femilies in thie aree would be in d4me with %he plane, “for
the development and economic reconstruction of Ethiopla.
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wus resdy to make announcement to that effect and urge other
stetes holding sectlons of this Plateau to do likewliee, the
Fresident of the United States would be prepared to glve the
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gufficlient extent To provide themselves with in-

¥
dlgpencable for thelr reauttlament,hror Lnetance, weedlad.,

farm implements, clothing, ate. If the Cerman Government

i
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would permlt emlgrante from Cermany to export -s;ﬂr1han these

!g.,.. Tras birk §
articles up ts g eufficient ver caplta yalue, the exchange
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difflculty

It is the earnest hope nf the Preeident of the Unlted
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(TO 2E SIGHED BY THE PRESIDENT)
December 2, 1833,
PERSONAL AND SeHPIDEHTTAL
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It is with this recollectlon in mind that I wr:-.ta-h
you today,eenesrmil & DaLter of Nigh-impeatance.to-the
cguse of peass. shich, unless 1t is.speedily-solved,
threatens lnoreaslngly--to-envenon internstlonal.ralsa-
i i b

The problem of finding new homeg for the masses

W_hl L Tt—‘{
of individuamls of many falths who nP longer :_-ﬂbu-
A AL 'II_.*“”I. k."‘hit-‘l‘ﬂ-t- ""‘--’-wf"h-l et reg &L
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is one of immediante
urgency. W Enth
-t
:In w13 jiw*“-
for those mﬂl.::h desire to wsacounasze the emi-

gration
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Unlesa there is effective international oounborutinn.

the pronpu:t of a wccsuml solution ig not ho urpl. I!,'rflk
. - / hh‘_ a tl .'."._ wt [ .-H"l
M "\_' e ke : Tl i & 'i" J | -
h& il [ S A e
._ A '-l| nve thuught tn t]ua mgt‘tar and
Rt Bt qurda: dansTT

&1 [ eertain . have occurred to me in which the
A i’-.",'tj.{ -

‘. Ll

.-.,- ;rw\.__-ll., “" United States could well collsborate. I am requestlng =y
. Yo okt o unduniet ok g

Afbassalor.sails Fhillipe . lo=—see FOu A8 S000 asﬁuumraniant
' to you after his return to Home,and to submit thesa thoughte
-%h l!ﬂ»\. CilLed
to your canaldarat).on and pesksse—dbserss then with you.
It would glve me genuine pleasure %o feel that you

and T were working together slong constructive lines toward

a solution of this problem and that Jve might 'i‘.herel_:r} be
1l

(L= Fiends ﬂ.\‘-Ali- rfq.L.l_'-Jﬂr ll-‘-li.
contributing toward hwkﬂ'&ﬂ‘nmm—‘ﬁ world.

I take this occasion to convey to you my best wighes
I
¢ L.-,r A qa ke #

Yery sincerely yours,

His Excellency

Benito Mussollini,
Chief of the Government.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Memorandum of Conversation
DATE:
July 28, 1938,
SUBJECT: Jewigh problem in Italy.

PARTICIPANTS: The Italian Ambassador, Signor Fulvio de Suvich;
the Under Seoretary.

{:OPIEﬁTQ: El ME’, P”D, Eu

The Italian Ambassador oalled to see me this morn-
ing in order to tell me that he was sailing this week
for Italy to return to Washington on September 24. The
Ambassador said that as the weeks went by he felt more
and more that it was imperative for him to return to his
own country to get a firgt-hand impression of Italian
poliey and of internal conditions in Italy. Since his
Government was not keeping him informed, it was very
diffioult for him to gain any acourate understanding of
the line that his Covernment was following., I told him
that I was partioularly anxious to know whether his Gov-
ernuent had oconfirmed to him the reporte recently pub-
1ished in the press here indioating that the Italian
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Gavarnment was pursuing a rolliay of disarinmination
againat the Jewa in Italy and was ocommenolng o oourse
whioh might result in a definitely anti-Semite polloy
on the part of Italy.

The Aabaspador sald that thls was exaotly one of
tio Shings regarding which he had no full informatlon.
ie sald that some days ago the papars hod reported
that the Itallan Jovernment had lnstructed Italian
bookeellers not to display booke by Jewls!: authors.
lle had Ilmaediately cabled to him Oovernment and had
received a reply to the affeot that one or two in-
dividual bookemllars had done this of their own voli-
tion but that the Italimn authorities hed never laid
down any such regulation nor !ul they even oonsidsred
ruch a matter. Some days later, the Ambassador sald,
the newspapers reported that the correspondent in Rome
of the Jewlgh News Azenoy, Mr. Kleinlerer, had been
ordered expelled from Italy on the ground tha% he was
e Jew, Agein the Asbassador had telegraphed and had
received a reply stating that !Yr, Kleinlerer's raoce
had nothing whatever tc do with the expulsion whioh
had been ordered on the ground that he had publighed
anti-Fasolst articles whioh were untrue and malicious.
I told the Ambassador that I was gratified to have this
information but asked him if 1t did not appear to him
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thet the recent statonents insued by Achille Starnce

"afd net arrarently mede 1t very clear thet the Italien
Governaant, on the ground of race purdty, wns comuencing
« puiley o Jewigh persecutlon,

e saibaeecdor pnid that po far as rece purity was
congerned he hiueelf lhad £ measure of reeponeiblility hut
that 1t never, so fur as he wag concerned, had involved
any gueation rolating %o the Jews, ['¢ pald that at the
tlame of' T+ Tthloplan conqueat he Nad rarsuaded “uraclind
to Inplet upon race purlity rropaganda acong the troope
that were belni- gent to Tthlopia in order to avold Italy' g
belng conTronted In the foture with o Ywll<oaante ramoe 1ln
Cthlopla whiech in the Jobassador's Judgment would have
ralsel very sorious dlfflioultles dangerous to the Siture
of the Itellan nation., !le sald thet so0 far ag he himgelf
wan oconcarned many of hie clorest friends in Trieste were
Jews; that in the war of 1015 he himself was a volunteer
and fought at the alde of Italian Jews who had glven thelr
lives for Italy and he felt that some of the finest and
mort uneful oltizens that Italy ponsessed wore Jews. 1
remarked that at the present time when the whole world
was suffering from the effeots of an inhumane polioy of
persooution against the Jews on the part of certaln other
countries, it wag very natural that in such countries as
th2 United States where we regarded a great majority of
Anerican Jews as among ouwr finest and most patriotlo
citizens that an indication on the part of Italy that
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nhe wog going to ndept a similar noliey nf rereecoution
nntureily profoundly shocked Amerienn publie opinion,

T reninded the Anbapsador of the conversation I had had
VIEL Yim rome weelis rgo in whioh he had sald that the
Jowlgl cucatlon would never Le a problem In Italy inas-
Buch s the Itallen Jows didn't number more tlan forty

to T17ty thousand in the entire country and that ‘e could
not concalve of any porsiile advuntess that Italy would
£ain In wilgning Yerself with the naticnn that wore under=
teking Uhds Inlumen polloy of jersccution and disorimina-
tlon. I salf that on the contrary it would seem to me

tT et by soms offiolal stateuent on the rart of the Ttallan
Covernmont 4hat 1t intended 1n no way to unfortake such a
rolley of persecutien, Italy weuld derive immedinto benefits
fnd A far wore favorsble and friendly attitude on the rart
of rublie opinion not only in the United %tates. but in
mogt of the other countries of the world as well, The
Acnbassador maild he thought this was nbsolutely correoct

&nd that he personally would try to do what he oould to
get hls Government %o Tollow suoh » course. He gald he
would pee Mussolini in-edistely upon his arrival in Italy
enc. that he hoped he would £ind that Mussolini lad no in=
tentlon of poing so far as recont newspaper articles would
neen to indiomte.

U157t DMK
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Eersongl and SenfideqiINl December 7, 1938,

My dear Blgmor Lusrolinii

The declelive notion whlol yo too¥, la*t Sentember,
whiah was ma powerful ¢ fretor in gesurlng the avallange
of hoetilitiee, 1l¢ recommized everyrte-e ap sn hlstorie
tervice to the opuse of »2-11 rneags. The resulte nf your
efforte have npovi®ed 5 precticsl demosnetrstion thet even
greve internatisoanal erieesr oan he reeslved hy nerotistion
rithout resort tn armed faree,

It 1r w18 thip regollection in mind ¢ et I write
to you today.

The »mohlen »~f fl-4inF nev homes far the masses of
Indlvifuelr of many foalt e vho are na lonrer napmitted
to reelde freely in trelr netive linle, snd are ohliped
t' roaumt forge of elrgumeiences to find pefure gdrocd, 1e
ane of imredlste urreney. Sath far Ll2ee ravernments
viilg: demlre to hrlng about the emipration of sush indi-
dlvuele, se well ae for thase covernamente hore peonles
feel 1t tlelr Auty snd thelr Aeelre Tt heln so fer s
they =ay be gble in t e task Af resettlesent, the mroblem

rrapented
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nrearnted 1g one af greve oomplexity. imless tiors le
effecative lntepnatlional eollaborsiion, the orospeat of

& sugcess:l solution 1e not hopeful. And unlesr & solu-
tion beeed on Justice sand lumanity cen be found, and
foumd proxptly, I Tear that international relations will
be fu-ther sabittered, snd the cause of pesoe etil)l fur-
tier nrejudleed.

I heve, of gourees, siven sarnest thought ts this
pelter &nd certaln projects bave oeourred to me in whish
the United “tetes couls well eolleborate, 1 an resueating
Arbsesator i 51111ne to gek an pudlence of you ae gaon ae
=gy be gonvenlent to you gfter !l weturn tn Fome, and
to submlit these thouriie to your ednalderegtion, and to dils-
cuse them with you,

It would rlve we genuine nlegeure ta feel tiat you
gnd-I »ere voplklne topetier slonr gonetructive lines
tawsrd & rolutlon of thile ocroblen, snd thst thereby we
rlcht be osnteliduitine towsrd m “sonier and 8 more Tesoe=-
fal world.

I teze tlle soeselon tn gonvey to you ay hegt wiphes
and the aerurances of oy hignest reosrd,

Yery nlncerely yourse,
iile " meellenoy

Benita Mussnlini,

Chief of t'e Government,

U:ST:IJ:AMR 12/8.
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NOTES FOR CONVERSATION

It eould be explained that the public feeling in
America against Cermany is largely the result of the
methods employed by the Garman Government in dealing
wit} =gescs of people of Aifferent faithe and races, -
methodés whieh have deenly rhooked American publie
oplnion, It ie unforftunate, but nevertheless true,
that the tie-un batween the Itallian and Oerwman Gov-
ernuents hag ~iven the impression, however mistaken,
ts the American public that the Italilan and German Gov-
ernments are in complete accord in dealing with this
problem in their respective territories, The result
has been that far too much of this anti-Cerman sentiment
18 being directed in part against Italy with unhappy oon=
sequences in the relationship of the American and Italian
peoples,

If the Duce could make some g esture to indioate
his interest and desire to help solve the general prob-
lem of refugees, there is no doubt but that the sentiment
in the United States would improve towards the Duce him-
gelf and towards Italy. This change of attitude would
gimplify the relations of our two governmenta, By spon-
soring this international humanitarien endeavor, Wussolini
would be enlisting his powerful influence in helping to
solve a problem whieh is ceausing confusion and glam™m

throughout the world,
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History would not fall %o recognize his efforts and
the Ameriean people would be the first to express thelr
appreciation and gratitude.

In this way oould the relations of our two countries
be restored and maintained in a spirit of confidence and
eooperation,

A8 the President sees the problem, there are roughly
speaking 600,000 refugees to be taken care of in anmual
installments of 100,000, The United States ie able to
take from Cermeny and Austria some 20,000, and from other
parte of PEurope, 10,000, making thus an annual contribution
of 30,000, He understanis that the British Empire will
probably take 20,000, South Amerioca, 10,000, Palestine
16,000, If to these contributions there ocould be settled
each year in British East Afrioca, Uganda, Kenya, Rhodesla,
and Tthiopia a total of some 20,000, and in Angola and in
French and Belgian Colonial territory an additional 5,000,
100,000 refugees per year could be established in new
homes.

The President estimates that in order to care for
100,000 refugees a year, it will be necessary to find
$100,000,000 a year., He guesses at the cost somewhat as
follows:

Since the United States agrees to take some 30,000
immigrants a year, there are left 70,000 to care for,
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requiring £70,000,000. Of this #70,000,000 he belleves
that 20,000,000 would be bsnkable, *hich leaves us with
340,000,000 to be found, From this amount he suhtraats
£10,000,000, as the value of goods which the German Gov-
srnment misht —ermit refugees to purchase within Cermany
from thelr owa roasurces nnd to take with tham when they
leave the couatry, and vhich would oomprise agriocultural
implements, household goods and other negessitiea of 1ife
whigh the cmigrants <oull heve to take w1tk thes to thelr
pew homes,  f the “40,000,000 remalnling, the Prealdagt
beliovens that 320,000,000 can be found from private  Tts
and that another 5,000,000 can be furnished by the Gow-

ernments.
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while the Intergovernsental Comalttes =t Lomdion hae
sshiaved sows meassre of wucesss im slanning, ia a pras=
tleal way, for 2+ rosetilesent af refugesa, sdsquate
regalts hava not ap ¥yat baen rroduned. The President of
the Tnitsd Itates Balisves that omly by virfue of intep=
astional nollateration invelving asardinated polieles,
nased on Justioe asd huasnlty, on ths part both of coun=
triss of saigration and seumtries of regemtion can the
protles be settled in a ssnner shioh *111 not tand to
sngenfier further imteormstional Hittemess and 11l=will.

If = gemeral plem oo be found surriolently aaple
in seope, s nrretieal in aharagter, which in hie Judgaent
holda out aspuramee that tha problas whish has arisen will
be solved ia coneonanee =lth Juetios and husanity, the
Prosidant atands reody te request of the Congpase of the
United Btates that it apres to assuld on a-"ropriate share
af the sost,

In searohime *he arsca which would acpear %o lemd
sheaeelves %o ressttlement, President Aasarevelt has been
portlos larly strudk wlth the spprropriatences of the

Flatean,
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Plateau, & small portiom of whish lies in the southwestern
sestion of Ethiocpia, and the greater portiocn ia aress 1y-
ing to the south of Ethiocpla. It has coourred to him that
the Chief of the Italisn Governmeat may belleve that ade-
quately fimsneed coloaization of refugee families in this
area would be in sceord with plans whish the Italian Gov-
srnment may have formulated for the development and secmomio
resonstruotion of Ethiopia.

if the Chief of the Oovernment should see merit in
this vlan, and should care to make it his own and wrge
other states holding seetions of this Platemu %o 4o 1ike-
wise, the Presideat of the United SSates would be prepared
to give the proposal a8 s part of a general plan his pub-
1ie support,

of great meuu-m-ntm-m
question, Mr, Rublee, the Direstor of the Intergovern-
mental Oommittes in Londom, has made as yet unsucesssful
efforts So diseuss these matters with authorized repre-
sentatives of the Oerman Governmeat., If any socordinated
plans are $o be sarried out, the Germsn Government will
nesessarily have to furnish full inforsation as %o probable
emigration, and fTurthermore, some msthod muat be agreed
upon through which emigrants will mot be foreed %o leave
Germany as peupers, In this comneotion, 1t is understood
in the United States that the main cbstacle from the Gevman

point
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point of view So the slaboration of sush a plan 1ies in
the 4ifTloulty of prosuring foreign exchange im suffi-
slent quamtitiss to allov the semigrants to have cash in
hand, The President has suggested that this dAAffieulty
might be met at least in part by permitiing refuges emi-
grants to spend their German marks vithin Gersany %o a
suffisimmt axtaat to provide themeslves with supplies
indispensable for their resettlement, as for instanee,
farm implessats, clothing, snd other requisites, If the
Gernan Governmeat would perwmit emigrants from CGeTmany %o
take from that eountry sush articles for thelr use, uwp %o
a mufficient per eapita value, the sxshange diffieuliy
would, of cowrss, be greatly lesssned.

It is the sarnsst hope of the Preskdent of the
United States that the Chief of e Italian Govermmant
will favor this suggestion, and, im sush event, will
furthar it in sush manner as he may desm appPopriate.
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