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fbe Pol1ab Aaba tiJador called to eee =• th.la a oral ng 
h t hl a request. The Aabasea4or took up the aat tere 
11ated 1n the aeQOrandu. Attached herewi t h vb1cb he 
left wi~b mo. 

V1tb r est\_rd to point Ho. 1, I told t he Alllbaeaaaor 
that the M er1can J.ab4a ead.or 1n YlobJ h.o.d alr·ea dy aaade 
r epresentat1ono 1n thle matter 'but tha.l 'WOUld be •err 
S]..&d to have rurtber reprtllutntat1ona ae-de, altbol.lgh I 
wc.e not A&.ngulne aa to tbe pr s ct1ca l r eeult 'ihloh wou1d 
be tortboom1ng. 

V1th r egard to po1n\ No~ 2, 1 told t ba Aahaaaador, 
tor his oont1dent1al 1ntoraat1on ot \ he agre .. en\ re­
cently reached bet~een the 8r1t1ab Go~ern.ent an4 
t n1a OoY ernaent ae a r eault or vhloh 26,000 Pol1tb 
retugeea would be g1Yen r efuse by t he Br1t11b Oo•ern.ent 
ln XeQ.T• aa a result ot the v1ll1ngnetlll of thle Oo•ern­
•ent to aooept for lntern .. nt 1n the Un1t ed Sto\ee 26, 000 
Itol1An pr1 aonera of wap now ln keQJ& 1n a441\1on to the 
pr1 aonebt or war Wbioh th1t oountr, h&d olreedr aareed 
to aooept. 

111th r eprd to po1nt Ho. ;, , I told the U'b4asac!or 
tbat the Aaerl can Mbatta4or ill Jtol.adrld bac.1 Alrea41 
approached the 8p&n1sb autbor1t1ea 1n thia aatter bu\ 
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t hat I would be &lad to requeet Ambouador Ha7e1 t o do 

vha t he aJ.sM oond der approprla te in t he "Al' or addi­
tional r~presentatione, end t ha t I would aleo be glad 
to request t hat oon si~eration be given to tbe requeet 
ot t he Poliah Oovernaent \bat eo=e 60 ot t heae Poli ah 

ot r i oer e nov i nt erned 1n Spel n a .l ght be a1ven vleet to 

ooee to the Unit ed 3t a tea. 

U1 8W1GES 



S~~o0\1 ra1114 bJ ' ko Pollab ~1 .. 4or l o loll 

.... araa\loa wl\11 \W UMer l oare\arJ or S\a\1 a\ no 

o.~r•••t or ttMw •• oow-.er •· l kl. 

1) fto Pol lab Oo••,....•• ~•• -. •• la.torM4. \M\ \bo l'hMII. 

• •tbortt loo oro ... ,.._1&& \o ...a .... Polloll , .. 11flo4 

wrllan M \bo GerM.u la eoa.Motloa • 1 \b 11 . IA1'el'a 

plo4.. . Moa& otur Pollob -·-• rorolb)J ...ao4 onr 

to \llo Oor.au, apporoo\)J a l_.., bwMro4 1101b opoolo1bo4 

we•Doa UYO .. ooa MUM 01'01' troa \bo \owa ot l.JOU. 

ftla wo•l4. ... a toa , .. ooat. of t)llo u\l.ro A._Mr tln4 

tor tb.at roclon. hoa ottt.v par\a of haaoo .. 11or 

•• .. e:r• oro .. • l•c .. .,.... ......... 

fto Poll•• o. • .,._.., 1a.tol'a8 ~· Aa.Maoa4or \M\ t.Jlore 

aro a\ fHOoat 1a. l'ruoo abo~.&\ \ oa tb0\lee.a4 PollU 

1K 1lo\rlo l w .rll:alea aa4 t.Uoo \Muoa4 t l •• llu4rM la 

troo protoaalou. 

!bo Pollah OoYor .. oat loetr~o\a t he Aa-.aoa4or .r,.a\11 

to &.at \llo VD1 \od 8\a\oo Oo•• r•eet tor ... rp\10 

la~orYootlon l A or4or to briaa p~•••uz• to boar upoa tbo 

rroaob Oo•or ... at to 41oooAt1au. tho haA41a& •••r or 

l oll&h o ltl~OAa to the Oeraaa autbor 1t1ea, wb1ab 1• 

ooo•rarr \ o 'h• l e\\ar aa4 ap1r1t ot 1D\traat1oaal l aw 

a.a4 u.aaae. lD rl .. ot t.he oppoa1Uoa wb.loh ttl.l al 

&eaauree appear now to ha•• arou.ed a.o4c tn• Preaob 

,opUlatloa . t b• Pol t ab OoYarnaeat \elle.ea \ bat auob •• 

1aterYnt1oa at~\ aohJ.H"I the 4adre4 r•a\ll t. . Moat ot 

\ be Pollah wor-..a 1a Q~eatlo~ ar• epeo1al1atl ln .. r 

1A4v..a-c.r1ea a&d \bl foliO Oo.er.-a\ 1a au l ou to do 

all \Ut 1t oaa to pr •••at t .helr uUl1»t.1oD tor ta.e 

• ..., war after\. 

I ) 
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I ) IDw5&ea a1 ~ ltfMaee Qa lua• 

'l'bt AaMa•4tr f"t f tnM H \b.e ••••••M\lou wtlhh , .. , 

ertttob Aa\l ooo4or ba4 wl\~ ''" o.tor S.oro\&>7 of &\1\o 

eoettral•t '~' poea lbll ltltt ot ..at~ttoa ot .... ot ,~ .. 

rer.c-• • ' • Oea\~al ..- S..\~ ~rltaa Rep•bllte . ~~ 

PeUak c....-v ... at 11 lat onM \ bat \ll.t llltlitaa O.Yer•••• 

wo•lO ' ' wtlllaa \0 r••• t•• •'-•' , ... , T ,~._... . .. -

r t f"&• • • · •n• tbe oo-.e.nat a\ ot O..MMl.a .. ,,., , ,,. 1\e 

PM. 1MII \ 0 J'IOiiYI aMu\ .u .. \M\&Ma4. 

Ow1Aa to the aeotatltlf re • ' ' ' " ·' ••••taat loa or t u .. 

p.opl e tr'oa I r u tor r eaaoae k:AOwa. \0 ~ o.,..rt.aeat et 

IU\ e , the Poll.alt. Oo•er .-eat woal4 be aoe t. poa \ e r,u t or 

aQport all4 uala\aaoe oo tll.e pert~ of n e U.l t e4 Bk\ea 

Qoyeraaeat l.a o•rrrta~ out tll.ta • •••uet loa ot par~ or ~· 

r t f'\acl!l LO &Ill l t publl• Of t .b.e Wte\era BealiJlt.IJ'I • 

TM ~ ... cs.or r eoet..-ed oa\le lutNo\loaa troa ~· 

Poll~ lorelca Mialett r lD a sa\ter Wbtoh Oea«ral Slkorakl, 

PollalJ PriM JrUa.le\ u , repr4e •• aoat lapo.rtent, a.a.elr, 

tha q~aa\lon ot Pollab latera••• .oa~l7 aold lera ot \ka 

PoUu t1aM1a& for o .. 1A hoaoo , ""' u o Ml&& 4 oul.u4 

1a a ,.la .. 1 ''* S,...U~ aa\,Mr1\1e a U4er Oera&a ft taa·uza 

1a no C:uoP or W.r&A4& do nro, 

!be Aa\&e ea4or re~.,•• the Under S••r •-.rr ot s •ate 

\Mt 'tll.ie .. ,,.r U4 &1,...4¥ Haa 4.1aaiUiae4 at t.taa t iM tt 

\\1 lu' Tlol~ of 0-ol lll.korolr.i OM ~ba· n o V, ~ • 

.-- ur to ll»e1o u4 beoo toto.- or tblo IIJ'Obl• oo4 

bat '-'•• 1\ "' with \llo S,.Uoll OeY ..... , , -· 
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ft.e.re VI AMilJ tlYI ~ ............ l.a\11' ... 1 1\ 

auz.-. ..... rllMII lo YliW ot UllJ' poeeUtlt v\ll lu\101 

lD \~1 Iolli~ ~.t 11~111 1 1 .. ,, 4eetre~le. 

fte Poll• ' C.••.r--ta\ le \.1"11&& "' o•t.ela •lNI tu 

Uaoo• -ph tros Obile , .u,eauoa n4 vn,,..,, wtn rtp\ 

or ••rl.a tor tbt 4ara\toa or ••• ..z, lt ••1&& a eo .. l\loa 

'1ate4 ~J \kt S,.aleA ••t.borl\1•• \bat. 1t r•l••••• '~'' 

1~0~4 pro.ee4 to OO~trtea ot \~1 Aatrloaa OootlAi ftt. Ob!ll 

Ue alrta4r ara.ate4 two hu4.H4 • 1MI , Ar .. ot.lae el.z\J•\w, 

a:o4 C.llt ca\\er ot obc.atat.a.a uot.ber one bu4r'ed ••-• troa 

~J' S.. bole~ oeco\tah4. Tile 4oparhr• ot \wo bWI4re4 

aa4 elxtr-two t o Ohtle aa4 Arae at.laa eo.td take plate 

baedlaklJ lt Ute 3p&ajlb Co•er,..at put.e he ooaeeat . 

ftt .Pollab. Oo•erueot. bae obt.a1ae4 lul l 1\l,pport. troa ttlt 

~1t.1eb OO•eraaeot, a.ad tr-oa t.b.t Uol7 See , 11 .. 1.1 u a 

,.reoaa l 1At.tr•eot.toa. oa. tb.l p.art ot tbe Bol7 l'at.ber , to 

o't.e l.D t )t.le ~rahatoa. !'be PoltalL Oo•trmn.aot t a ot t.be 

oplnioa tbat a tr1endl7 1oterYtA~1oo on tht part or tbe 

0.1\•4 ~\a\te Oovtr.-t41- 1a Up&.in al- t.bia t.i&.o, 1o •1•• ot 

\lt.e oUage or tho Gpran1ah Uia1s~o'r ot l oroi p Atta.i.ra, Di&Jlt 

bt 4to1e1Yt 1n obtalaln; tbla rtl.aat aad ~ar.iaaloa tor ''• 

ea 14 intern••• t o t akt ad•oatae• ot the vleaa b l t btr\o 

p-ant ed by Obl lo o.ad Argentina. Tht VoU.ah Oo••rruunt h.aa 

rttaone to think t hat It about tlttr u. s . vtea a ooald ~ 

sr&ated \o ao.e ot tbtat tn ttrattl , aU4b • proof or tha 

4lraot lnttr tat or t hv tlntttd J t " t •o ln tbla u \ttr at(\bt " 

••rr atteott•• t o 3p6olab Oovtr~at.a.l otrolea . 

fta Polhll Co•wrDIMAt wo\ll4 H DDat ~ateru.l for 

&D.T\.b.1Q.¥ t.bt \i.o.it.td J t a.tta Oovoru.ut. .. \ll4 oar• to do 1a 

---------~------
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\kl a M\ltr, ao laporka~ \o , ... hllM •r ettor\ aad t.e 

·~· .orale or lb••• la~r•••• .ao .... r1tkt4 tbt tr tra.to. 

1R orotr to tUltlll tbtlr d~\J to Jota the folt&b hr&T attar 

tbt oollapat or Fr&Aoa. 

6 J r.uJ4-1aJ1111tltSlty . 

ftt AaMaaactor t rpr·taatd ll""•t pl .. ava to a..tac &blt 

to oo.r.un1ba\t t o the Ooder 8t oretery or 3tttt that he haG 

.... , Satorne4 CA t.ht r3.P4 cr OotoMr by Cou.ot &aos.y&akt that. 

undoubtedly o•tno to the lat ~r•enttona euthort~act by tbt 

.Prta14tat a.ad. .. r-rltd nt bJ Uu Uclttd Sttttt b.Mttt 1..a 

Moaoow , and la t tlJ by the Honorable 1t ndtll L. ~11lk1t, &a 

parao .. l .. sat&rJ or t he Preatdeut, • tbt So•l•t autborttlta 

hl4 Sator.d tbt Polilb Ob.trcf 4'Attalraa. Mt.DJ.a·tar 

Sokolalott , tbtt tbt 1nYtt"t1&at1on ooDdu.otad aaa1oat tba 

arraa\e4 orrtotala aa4 dtlt .. tte tor rtltar .. zk or tba 

Poliab -....,, tn Rueeto ~4 aow been aoaelud .. &ad that aa 

e r eault or tbJa 1D•eattcattoa r1t\eae or the arrea\ad 

peraoAa ~d baeo touno lnaooeot aad their rel•••• or4ere41 

• •••• tr-• tsb\ peraoaa w.ra rap.r4ed •• al-l•P417 cutl\1 et 

au:tl•US:JR . aot1•1t1•• uct ••r• to 'be l&pall14 troa kuaela . 

A.a re .. r4a tka r••loln& alsteec o1'tlo1ala, pr.ooa.Clap 

....ald. 1M 1n.et.J\\l\ed • • tll• SOT1t\ a .. tborit; laa allaaM tt.a\ 

\bar bad proot or aotl•1t1•• ot a ear1oua natura &&Aioat ..... 
Tba o .. l, appola\14 Pollab Aa•••••4or. ~r. ~4•~•& 

.... r . wbo bee J .. t arr1••~ 1a SO•lat ~ala , 1a or tba 

op1A1oa \~~ \bla atap oa 'b• ~ .. , or '~' SO•lat a~tbor1\1aa 

la a preot \he\ tbara 11 a tal4aD07 to aarry o•t \be pro.iaa 

rooea•l7 -•• •o Mr. WllU<l• or V7lD& "' ol.&l'if7 u4 119ftn 
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Poliah• So•iat r elatione and this i e u sl~oal proor that the 

American 1nterYent1on witn Pr«aier 8t~l1n naa proYed 

etteoti Ye . Aabkaaador «Omer thtnka that be may avooeed in 

obtainin& a change ot a ttitude regarding the aboYe 

~ntioned ei xteen oftiolale against whom prooaedi nge are to 

be 1natitut ed nod obtainin& their ral eaae . 

The Polish .~taaaedor would l ike to taka thla aarlieat 

opportunity ot oxpreealng to the Uni ted 8tetee Go• •rna .. t 

tba ..armeat and a:ost dnoue tbanlta on behalf ot the Polleb 

GOYernment tor the invaluable help ~ivan to Poland in tb i e 

1!14tter , end a leo would be a:oat gre t.e tul it, pending the 

arri•al or Prime Uiniat er General Sikorski, the tbanka ot 

Priae ~1n1ater General Sikorski oould likawiee be oonYeyed 

t o the 9ree1dent . 



Oc t ober 1?, 1~2 

A-L - Mr. Long: 

For 7 011r 1n1'oru tlon. 

P1ea ee have d.r a rted eo11e 

appropriate acknov1edg,aen\ 

f or ~ e1gnat ure. 
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COPIES TO: 

I DEPARTMENT OF' STAT£ 

MtmQI'onJum of Convmollon 

sopt.uber 20, 19~2 

?~l!ab · QJ..,aaatt~or., rr . :an Ctecba.nowak l; 
l:tlt.l.e:- SecretnrJ, J.'l'• .'lellea 

Tl1o fellah /..r.baaaac1or CUll to ace 01) thia t'l.ornin& 
at. ~.La reques t . Tho .,cLoaeador t.oolc up !"or c!locUIUlon 
tbo po1nt.o, r..bl.ch are dealt wi th 1n axton:~o ln h la meao­
l•anawa wW.ch h o handad u o W1fl whl'Cb 1a at tache 4 hore­
with. 

~lth reg~ to the laeuanoe or v13&a t o cer tain 
P41r1one ll.ated 1o tbo Anb&ae ador 1 1 :llii!ICOrandu.a, I tol4 
the .4Mbu aa4or that t.bo •tter ha4 alread;J been d.1a ­
c:\l.lae4 wltb • • and t.l-)a t I unc!.er.at ood that a t'avorable 
reJ)l..J t o tbeae reque a t.a would be =e4• ln the s.-e<lla t e 
t"utu.re. 

1'bo .umaaeador to l d ao tba t the t o11ah JUnle tor ot 
P\nance b.ad. b een lmlted to • tatt Can.a4a on ottlolal. 
buahwaa and that he woul\1 ~~&ke Ulla trlp about tbe a14-
cUe or november. Tba Aabeaea4or aald that th. Vlnla ter•a 
wlto And ch11dron wore llv lnf ln the United 5tatea and 
tha t whlle tho U1n1stor or Ill nanoe dld not lnto.nd to 
make anr otflc lal vla1 t to ~~o Un1t e4 s tat oa ln order 
to dhou.aa aJl1 ottlc\al bUI1n., , Wbllo ln thla counti"'J , 
ho di d 1ntond to Qake a row ad4roaaoa at Princeton and 
Harvard On1vora1t1oa on ~•17 ooonoaio quoatlon1. 

' ' I 

~ 
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Aa aet forth in t"l a me!llOr a rdum o.ttached, tho Amb ae­
aador expressed the keen 1ntoreat or h 1a Go•ernment 1n 
tho , osaib111t:r or bringing five thousand J.'lol13h- J ewi ah 
c h ildren, now s tranc1ed 1n France , to the t:nited S tatu. 

Tho \~haoaador spoke with great di s quiet of the 
;:-ci)n :~:.,do. ._c. t n;: on i n tho United Statea w1 th regard 
t~ th > nd JW! t"'nnt or "-he f olbh trontior a.ttor tho 
wo.r in a r.~rumor row>r oblo to Rua aia, 'l'hc Ambassador 
hr :l<!.od no t!•o n'p~ o. ttnchod h erewith whi ch h e to l d tde 

1<are to be puh linhod i n tho next ed1 tion of the Ency­
clopedia Br!t&n'lloo. ::nd :m 1oh 3b awod o <1: vision of 
•ol~nd b etween (lormany o.rd .!usa ia, l'he AmbMsador 
oaid l')e h ad r.ritten t o the pros~dent or the company 
publ i3~1nt.. ~ho ..>ncycloped1a llrl t annic& protesting 
a :oainet t~ia :>ropooed publication '\.,d o sk ed that the 
J tato JOp&rtmon t do wn stover i t conai c1ered a ppropri­
ate to S'.l()port the request ho !'lad r:Ade . 'I'o this r e­
quest I made no reply. 

U: SW:DMK 



September 28, 1942 

EU 
Mr. Atherton: 

I am sending you herewith a cop,y 

of the mea.orandum of r:ry conversat ion 

with the Polish Ami>uaadar t b1 s morn-

ing. I think 1t would b e holpi'ul 11' 

7ou .. ,ould have your Di v1si on pre pare 

s ome p ers on a l l otter f or me t o s end 

him adv1slng him or tho dec1aiona 

reached by the Department in all of 

these various matters dealt with 1n 

the d ocuments attached. 

U: SW: DKK 



PA/)l 
Ur . JIW"ray : 

! btt">'o ~oon the !lr!.t1• b ~:a'ou­

t a<tor tb11 a.tter aoon. Uo had. no 

t1.1rt hctr .lnstl"uot ton.c a.n::t uo lltld1-

t1onal tn.rorL11.t l on. llo oono1<lt.rt 

tllat this tollsr.,• will bo hJ.ahlJ 

Wlotlll . r e.c;roo w1tb thlo point or 

vl .. tn4 I auso•tt tba t the tele­

a;ra::a be aent. as a oon u poe e lb l e . 

UsSif s!¥K 

0 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

M~moranrlum of Conversation 

DATE: 

A-t 24, 1042 

FU.))lt o~ poUah ref'llcaa chlldreo 1D Inn 

PARTICIPAHTI• 
• .. Clo.:aadm- o ! i olaud, :tr. Jan C1echanowak1; 
rnJor Secretary , ~:r-. Well • 

COPIES TO~ 

... .... _ 

tho Alllbuaador or Poland cal l ed. to seo •s thta 
11101'1\J..no . 'l'bo •\rol>asa &dor apolca apln about tho pll<!)lt 
or tho Pol1ob r&rugao ohlldra n ln I ran And I tol c1 tho 
M4laaa:o.dor t hat wo woJ"o t:z-.711\G to do e·very-tbtng we 
coW.~ to l>a helpful In thla ragard. I oatc! that I 
hAd not 70t abandoned hope tllllt ac:a.e arr~eDtnt 
a1t,:h t be worked out wtth tb• Union ot S O\lth MrS.C a , 
but t.t:at I Caarocl tho JOOra l>"ob&bl.o ulti.Aata aolu­
t10'D would have to be tar t CQPO:r&t'f acoo-.o4at10D 
o :' tbeae ret\J.g:eea 1n t ra.."'l. "ltl• J:Sbaaaadcr s&U! that 
1! that proTee! t o be tho caae, hl& Oov~nt tr\at.ed 
t~t t1>t ch1lc!ren would 1>a pl aced at ao- polnt a oar 
~.tran whcr• the cllmal o woul d bo b atter tor t.b• thaA 
on tbo aeaooaat.. I a a.ld l quit. und""'tood and. that 
obv1CN817 .aao plac. in tho hi::bl&nd.a would b e aoro 
oulta'blo, but that I r ac06)11aed tho ~at <1l tt1oulty 
ot ol>~alnl.n~ Cooc1 augplao rozo thooa ...CUSeoa W\4er 
pt"Oiet'\t OOnd1t10lV) and. t hat tho l ack or t:r&nlport&t1on 
equi~nt botweon tho a ooooaat where tbo tood auppllol 
woul4 bo roc•tvod and tbo 1nter1ar ot Iran conat1 tute4 
nat\U',olly a taotor that hoc! to b o <Opt 1D a1n4. 

'I' 
"' A 

' .. •• 



SUBJECT: 

DEPARTMENT 0~ $TATE 

MtmoronJum of Convenalion 

DATE: 

~"""'UlSt 2,, 19-'2 

Tre•tz~ae:nt of Pollah ~et-ugeee 1n unoccul)1e4 France 

PARTICIPANT&: .k:.1brussador ot Polnnd, !.:1' . Jm C1eohonowa1d.; 
Cr.dor s c.crot€1.1'7, l.:r. Jlelle-e 

COPtEST~ ' 3 , tt.Vn, ?.u 

Tho PoU.ah t.mbaaaador c all ed to eoe me th1a 
morninS• ":ibo '.mbus~dor spoke or tho repor ted aet1on 
of' t)lO Vio}V Oover:tmer& in a.coedlng t o t hs cle~ of 
Oel"!DDIll7 t bb.t ?ol1ah retugeoe 1n WlOCC'U)1od r'ra.nce be 
t'O\Uld.ed \.U) ond tum.ed aver to the Oero.m for .roroocl 
work 1n C<ll'al'll'• l said tbo.t ... had Rlre~ ,...,_. 
:repro.eentat.torus t o tho Vichy Govarmout wlth re9U"d 
t o t bo trea t=ent or reEugcoa or tbeao oa tegor1o• and 
that while I couJ.d not 3A7 tho.t I .:ru aano-u1no oa to 
tho ;n-ao t 1cal. 1ntluonco or our r op:roaentattoN at thla 
t.1~:», the •dJuaador could r ut &.eaurod that we Mel 
<lone ruld waro dolnQ ovo17th.i.ns th&t •• thought could 
pOSDt'bly l>o 1.111oi'Ul at th1o otasa . The Ad> ... u dor 
asked I)AI't1oul..-ly that our Chare& d •Arra1roo at V1cl\7 
~ r e quoat od to lo:oop i n touch wl tb !.li. Zab1e11o, Uta un­
orrlcial Pol!Ah Charg6 d 'At'ra.lr-ea Sn i."lch)'", with res ·ar4 
to t hlo prol>l..,. r oa1d that I "'ule be very cl$d to 
fiSk t ha t the nooos1o.ry 1."\8tl"\lct1ono bo sent to ~·r. t'uck. 

UtSihPMX 



SIJIIJ£CT: 

D EPARTMENT OF STATE 

M~moranc:lum of Conversation 

DATE: 

Augua t 18, 1g 42 

Arroat Ln Sov lot l1DiOD bJ SoY1et Oo•er • mt 
or Poltah c11plcaat1c ort1o1ala am Pol.hh 
r el1er a gent. 

PAFntCIPANTS: 
Alltla .. ador or Polalld, lo!r. Jan 01echano•k1l 
lmdar Secretary, JAr. Wallu 

COPIES TC), 

••• 1 , .. 

The .\eueadcr of Poland c elled to aee • th1e 
artarnoon w1 th an urgent 11••-s• t'l'ooa h1a GoYC'nraen t . 

The \DI)Uaadl:rz' stated that arter h1a reeant con­
Yerea tlOM wltb tho Secreta!')' or State and with rq­
selt r egard.J.nc; the UTMt l n the Soy1et unJ.oo bJ tho 
SOYlat OcYOrlliiiOnt of Poltah dlpl c.atlo orr1o1ala and 
ot roller agenta, the ..-ueadcr had c alled \4PQO tho 
Pr .. 1dant to 41aou .. thta qgeatlon with h1a 1n ordC' 
to aeek the auhtano. or tbe Praaldent 1n t1nd1ng a 
prOilpt aolutlon or the pl"'bl•• ~ .~uaador atatad 
tha t the Pr .. 1dant had aaeured hJ.a that 11!1'. H&l'l'iaml 
would be 1IW tructed, oo tho ooou1oa ot bla v 1a1t to 
lloscowi t o euggeat to tbe Soriet hl S)l author1t1 .. that 
tho ro tab c11plc.at1c or1'1e1ela under arreat be p -
1&1tted to proceed to Iran, m d eecoa1, that, 1nMIIIUCh 
u the auppUM DOW etor.ct 1n be SoY1at 1ln1on tor d S.­
tr1but1oo t o U. Pollah DAUODil• 1n thllt c ountrr had 
oc.. h'ooa the 11D1ted Stat.. ~ 1nM "' u the la­
pola-t or tho PoU.b rellet aeenta elJ.atnate4 the 
po811bU1t:r ot proper d1atr1but1on or ouetoc1)- or thaae 
rel1at auppllea the Sa.tet Oov-t ~ to p~t 
tho .. Pollab re!tor agenta l1kew1ae t o be naouatad 
tl'oa Sodet t01'1'1tor:r t o I ran a a1 be replaced w1 t.h 
other Pol lah rel1et agenta 1nd1Y14~~&11T a cceptable to 
tho SOYl et aut bor1t1N. 
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The Allbuaador atated t hat the Pr .. ldent had aa14 
that l t would b e a g ood plan tor tbo Poliah Foreign 
ll1n1ater 1n London to dlaouaa tha .. qu .. t101'\1 w1 t h 
lo!r. llarriaan batora the l atter l ett tar Xoao 001r 1n 
or der that !Jr. Harrt.an 11il!ht tull7 understand all ot 
tho dataila o f tho que a t101'11 in'YOlYed. 

'l'ha Alllbuaador coMludad by a ay11'1(3 that ha had 
ward that no 1netruot1one had boon reool.Yad b)' !Or. 
Rarr iaan rroa tho President and that untcrtunatel7 
the Pol11h Foreign loliniater, Count Raccyf.k1, had 
not b oWl able to aoa Ur. !Jarr1lllln before tho latter 
lot't London in vi ew ot' thG raot that the J..J:Ibaaaador I a 
moaaaga had only boon reoa1 ved a taw hour a before 
Ur. Uarr1aan1 a do~tura. 

General S1korak1 therefore urged that thl.l Oo "U"­
ernment ina true t Allbuaador 3tL"l<llor 'llb.o wu t o be 
in l.!oscow until Ausuat 20, to preaent tbaao •UGs••­
tiona t o the Soviet autboritiea 1n tho hopo that the 
s oviet Government would accede thereto. 

I told the 1\abaaaador that I wu unt'or tunatolr 
not fam1l111l' with tho asaurancas llb1ch tho fJIIbaaaador 
alleged the Pr .. 1dmt had c ivon h im, but that I wu 
quite auro thet , 1t tho Proaidont doeired to make 
theaa augges t1 na t o the s oviet Oovo~nt, thoro 
would be no ob jection on the ;llll't of tho Departaent 
ot State t o the eord1ng or 1natruct1ona to Allbuaador 
s tandl.,. aa raqu eatod by the Polish GoYortiiDUint. 

0 I S\7 1DL!Jt 

I . 



--

SUBJI!CT: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

M emorandum of Conversation 

DATE' Ju1y 23, 1 942 

Arrest ot Pol1eb relief delegates and members or 
tho Pollab Smb~aay ln Ruaalat 4holtor for Polleh 
refugees ln South Atr1c&. 

PARTICIPANTS: Tho Pollab Ambassador, ~r . Jan Clechanowskl ; 

The Undor SecrotarJ, ~. Welloa . 

COPIES TO: 

'1'he Polish A:a:b&eoador ca.ll.ed to eeo :ne t hle a.ttcl"­
noon at his NtQ.\lOS t . 

Tho Ambaaaador ~eed to co two meoorL~da relating 
tho reoent arrest by the Soviet Uover~ent ot ~arloua 
aecbera of t h o Pol1ab Ecbaaay in Ruaala and or var1~~8 
~eliot dOlOf &tos ot tho Pol i sh Government oper a ting 
wlth t he consent or t ho Soviet Ooverment in ttuzssla , 

~·-

and roquostlng the aaslat.nco or tho Un1 tod States 
Oove~ent ln bringing a bout a "restoration of har­
monloua cooperation between the Po 11th and the 5o v-iet 
Govo!'TU:Ionta regarding t ho continuation or tho d.1atr1-
but1on or rellot to Pollsh o.e.t.ionUs ln Sov1ot territory.! 

Tho Acba3aado r said tha t th ese recent developoents 
= eant that ~oat ot tho rol let 41atr1but1on centers were 
now closed and that mall)' thou sands of Pollah c1.t1zona 
would bo l iterally starvln£ in tho l~edlate future. 
!'"w•thon::~oro , th6 Am'baaaador aal d, tho relief aupplloa , 
Which have recently reaChed Ruaala ln larg o ~~t1t1oa 
trom the United St a tes tor Polish rollat, woul4 now be 
~lthout protection and aupcrvls1on and would probably 
bo 41abut>aed ao that the Polish retugoaa 1n Rues1t. 
could no•o.r got an)' benet! t !roc theo. Tho Anabaaaad.or 
aJ.ao at.ld t hat l\0 would bo moat gratefu1 u · our f!:nbaas, 

at 
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a t Ku1byahoT would a aoortaln ~at , 1t any, truth thoro 
• • • ln tho ch ars•• made by the Soviet Oover l'kl:lent that 
t he Polish orticlalt rooentl' arroetod hAd boon £u1l ty 
ot "a ot1v1 t 1oa cou.ntor to t h o 1ntoroeta of tho Soviet 
Oovol"'''Wont • . Tho Ambaaaador aald t hat , lt thoro • • • 
any truth l n thoao Chargee, Genera l S1kore1d woul d t ake 
a\IDm&.ry aot1oo . 

I ata ted to tho Ambaaeedor t ha t t ho Depar tment 
woul d be vory s lad to telegraph immediately to our 
Eobaa17 in Kuibyshev in order t o got a r eport upon tho 
ctrcumatancea sot forth in tho A=baaaador ' ft m~oranda. 

The t wo memoranda ment i oned are a ttached herewith . 

I a lao told the Amba oea dor ot tho n a ture ot tbo 
uneat1~tactory r eply rooo1vod troo L~o Sout~ Atr1oan 
Government reeardinc our roquo ot that a limltod nu~'bor 
or Pol hh l'Ol'ueooa bo 9 von ah oltor t n Sou th J.trlca 
with t he coopara tlon or tho ~rlcan fte4 Croaa . 1 e&1d 
that thl a m.easa.e;o we.e now baing g lven cona1dor a t 1on and 
that wo would atUd7 the peaalnlllty or makln. turthGr 
ropr oaontatlona to ~~ Union oC Sou~h ACrlco ahoul d an1 
auch turt~1· repreoentatlona see= paaalblo or Ju.:stltlo4. 

UIS WtPRH 



"'l>JH\o rota .. l>J \bo Polla a -.oator 1a u o 
OODYeTa•t.loD w1\b t.bt Uoctt r ' •or•tarr \Jt a tate at 

tht t>e,Pe.l'tuo.t or :nn.te on lul:r ~nt. l,.tl . 

out. or t!ae pL.in tor t.he r ol 1ef or .·oll"h olt17.ou. 1•1 .... uool o. 

oi"riulo l o oc t.t,u ..-olhto ...;.bt\ag: ot* ""U r \. llol O!,lp~lioa t.o 

Oo••r~nt on tuc baela or t.be u~rantod ooou.atl on tba\ 



. ~ . 

l'ho 10ll.sh .-.b..eu .. ulor 1n l n.l t l hO t. .d to Jo ... wt1o to a l l 

o:rlt.1ol\l o1t.ua t1on ot '\.b.o t"'lleb o1t1~o~ l~t .. ueoi a lt t.ht 

pa.rt Of t.ttu ...OVitt Uvvurtwonc. to. tno tfu.l'&Uh· O( t.W.e poliO)'• 

~ 0'011111 .. ..,.....,,..,. 1o 1u\r~O\e4 ~o aaJt ~· aooro~ 

ot II'"'" to ~alto ~ '-ka\. •Uor ,....or oorl- -lbr· 



-. -
aUoa ... ltl.U, w 1ahnaoa 1a Ylw or aloar1a& oq U.. 

t1~uat!on en4 or lendtn1 the ~oluable au~por~ ot ~ho 

OoYcu-nt:..Ou1. ond tho lol1ab. ...:..boa oJ lc t~"-1•1• \o obtaln the 



~4\lllalu l"eU.t.loa.s lll'tllob t.b e I"'l leh ·.a:iC..eaaUor ,_raOiloall)' 

baa~ed t.o t.~e 3eoretar1 o t J "'-C• on Zuly 1~ , l Otn, 

add1t1onft l 1nto:rr.e.t1o" h.oa b•ou r•ol,)!v~J tro;.. tho " to>llab 

OoYerAtMnt. , Whloh tn• '.CN.aaa<lor aubl:dttoel 1o con•or:taUoo 

o tr1 o1a.h: ot th• .ool l ab .. u.&o/ l•• ~~u.r .. ta:un, . r . vnlJ .,. tuW 

t r . hot'1 tllk1 , •• ¥'ell • • ~n• lr oollu.boTo LoTa , w1\l) .au.! l)oo'' 

u reatad O.) t.t._. .,.ovt .. , .u.tao.·ll.lJJJ, H.U.~., L..$1~..-aJJ L:,- t.tua.t.. 

U'-,..i1l o .:J1nQt t.ha.t. \.1t.ll t.h- rtJll Ci• 1 ~. J.el~u-\o "'.;. 1.1• l.l..t.o l 'Ollob. 

m bueoy t or d 18t.ribut.1o n cu. J("lh t supj)l iuu t o t he • o l lal1 

borat.or• 1..o ~kand, l r . La \ .roauo w1.C.h praotloc.lly t.ho 



• t • 

on.t.l ro pot>oanne l ot hle orrtco i n DDrnal.ll , t r . t J ni.,weki 

-.Y ·.. 1 .:olJ 

.. ooo1•cJ1. to Lbo 1·c:por t.a ro~Jolvou UJI t.u &.l. ltl t..U u, out. 

ot tt tOtlll O f t Vl'tt) Of( i OU8 OJ d UOJ. dulutJUI.O..~ V.i. t.t.u .olllih 

1L:r,..ot)U.1t.e~ all .rol l ot .Jt.1'11t.le ... o! bot- theae p..>rte or 

o.rr 1 't'1IJ. 
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arr1Ta l o r Rel le r euppll oa . 

, . • rucult or th1e e ttuaUoll abou~ W. or the l'O Uab 

o1T111e.n J'Onul~>t.1on io U!lS.1 . 1G cleprivocl or aaoh~.anoe ao4 

nt the northern porte to teke over ond hancll e r ol ter trans-

bouen are Gtoolte<l wl.tlt Yelu•b.le ··ooclo, without any euper -

,. <l 18tr1buUo~ or olo;t. ln ~ . roo<1, 8cl lcal oU?J>lles, 

1nvol1c! a ~vlw:w nr e lort " I tt.out 011.ro or Pu;>erv1a iou. 

l'bc 1 ol1oh Ohe.r~l- d ' .I!'~ir••, .lois~•• ' " .. o1Colnlok1, 

r eoe1Yed the tollow1n,, Wl'itho doolc:.r•~lOil or C-iaae.r 

~1~e soviet autnor1t1ea ·-ve ~·~•uliabo~ 

tl\1\t nll tno urrnneo clllliiiiO'twu " ' tb~ J.l:\Uoioey, 

1~t•&O Of l0ynll1 l u ltllli'\. W:.;ir >rOl)Cri bod 

dutie~ or n•o1ot1~ t or uo4 cllatr1bu~1ng rel lo! 

t.o .&--oliah c1t.1zena i n ul ooo cooporut.l OI! ,dtla 

tba lo<>al .. ovloL nut lloritl oa , ,.ere oouy11ll1 on 
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1ntoll1_4noe work and were oonduotln& nct l · 

v11.1e:. 1n1.Ucul to l.ho \J:I:J,,. I n viotJ or thio , 

tho l 1VIHI.uHon or IJelocutoe uc1!:11t teC! by the 

..;o•iet lovor;n ont tor tllo rurposo or o trrytn..; 

on rel ief ~r} br.a oct Juo1.1!1~d ita oxiatonoo. 

The :'eoplee • co .r lscoria t oons14erll t !vlt the 

fur ther exiatonce or tnoao Dolecotiono lo 

1J ilOSOl ~le , • 

"'.L'lle l ooal U3J.. . authod t1oe hove be on 

duly in•truotod. • 

tioiiD QO Otu1ned ln Jou.iuaa.r Yll7.l'n&h1 ' " uoclt\l'atlon e.J\ll 

r oliah ,ctObaasy 11: .ployooo a.ou l't'L = 1l.t those oiil.b 

ll.hOU,)• t it\lnUr .;oJ.OlluOU UOe ft net. 

f oroeoa ttwt tho UJ;..,, . autliOt'1t1oo wlll JJroosocl 1.0 tal o 

l~""l ~oti~ 1 u•;,dllllt tile:." ..rroatod J'Ol1elt ou'1o111la in 

t o:1ro t hut 1.1\olr ctetcntlo.~ r.ay ae len,-t;ny . 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Memorandum of Conversation 

SUBJECT: Bvacua.l..1on ot l 1ol1oh children trom Huada. 

PART1CIPAKTS: Mr. Jcn. Clecha.nowa:ti, i'ol1ah AmbCLtaador; 
Mr. ~of>ll•JS, Under Secretary. 

COPIES TO: S , E\i 

The PoUab •\obaesador called to eee zno thh o.!t.or­
noon at t.h roqueat . 

Tho Ambassador told mo ho had recolved t h11 mornlng 

~-

o. very urgent tel'l)gr ttm rrom Gonaral 5Hcortk:1 to the e~rtect 
th&t tho ln.et roporta raoolvod COfiCtming Polhb obUclrt n 
1n t.ho .::ov1et l."nlon a ho'IIO<i u~at .. daspel'tit8 altuat.lon 
axleted and thQt bpp:roxl matel:t 55 percent ot the childre n 
had &l raa(ly dle d rrom oaln\.l.trlt1on. The Pol1eh \lovol"'D:!\ont 
asked '..IJ"gontly whothor tho Unlted !lt&toa co~.tlc.i. not do acme ­
t h ing to a.asht Uloao ctllaJ•on Mod. tl..•lr :llOUlora lf they 
were evacuat ed fro= tho ~ovlec Union and r•q~oatod that 
thls Government portll t sooe ten Utoueand ot th&a tD como 
to the Ui'llted ";tatea. 'Mle A.m:baaaador ea1d that he had b een 
lnstructe~ t o aoek an Lua18nce with tbe Prealdont 1n order 
to oomcunloate tblo moaaage to hlz but that knowing the 
burdens upon t he PJ'es1dent 1 a t.LM , he had put t.h ls request 
1n the form or a letter aQdrease d t o tho Proaldent &nO 
IUI~Icl 11' I WCNld. 0 80 that lt J'II.Ched. the .Prealdent . 

I told the kmbaaaador I would be glad to tranamlt 
thla l Gtt.er to the Proaldont, but that lt aeeud to 1111 
that that portion ot tho req,ueet '4'h1oh •uaae ated that ten 
thousand or theao unfortunate women and ohtlQreo be brought 
to t t.e Unl ted S tate a w .. a not a v~ry praottcal one. I aeld 

' • • 
\ 
' ' 
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tb&t it 117 undaratand ing waa correct, t hAI only wa;r 1n 

whloh theae peopl e co~ld ba evacuated troa the ~oviat 

Union woul d be through Irlln and that in that vvont , tha 

d i f f iculty of finding ahi PJling to taJ<a a ucb a hu.ga n Wil­

be r or IJUI'IIOna to the Vnl t a d Sta t aa wo~ld m.aka it impo a­

ulblu of realiza tion . I said it named t o me otth&nd, 

1n view of t he fact that the Pera1an Oovo1•nment wae not 

w1ll1ng to aooapt any more Pol1tb refugaaa on a ooount ot 
the large nUIIber alr eady t here , and in view or t he raot 

tha t under proaont conditions tho ilrithh Oover nmen t 

*OU.ld not pe r'llli t Pol1ah rofuguus t o go to India, t hat tha 

only poesib Uit:; t hat occ~rod to .. ,. waa Lo try and gat 

theao wonen 10nd children i nto ao:ne part of eastern So~tb 

Afr l ea on the undere t&nd1n~ Lho.t. 1f the Government of 

the Un ion or South Afr i ca por mlttod thol r entrance, ar­

rango-.en ts would be made b~ the i\mt.rlcan lied Croaa tor 

their malntonanco until the Polish ; ovorn:nant waa a b le 

to undertake t his task itself . I stated i 110~ld be ver y 

!!lad to le t Lhe Anbaa uudor know of any constructive and 

helpful sugs&3t.1ons wa •1i ,r.ht htw e Lc nffer . 

The .<mullaandor t.l.en lmndad 1"10 e. ~r.enor·undum • !'l leh i a 

ll~t acheu horow1t.h covoriutl the above po i nt in part and 

l lkowlse ask l n5 ~gnln 1r tha United Status Oovernm~nt 

• ould 110t <i? wt.at It could to speed up the evacua tion 

rrom t.he ~ovlet llnlon of t. he Pol1ab cont~nuenta not in­

c luded Jn tl<O fo~ ,,1 V ~ S l011ft Wh iCh it had been a greed 

between Stulin und uenernl Sikorokl should r~maln t n the 

":ovlet Vn lon t.o fl &ht on the e atern Rus.llo.n ft•on t . 

l ll!lid 1 •woulcl be ve r•y 15lad t o do v.J.u t we could to 

be he l pful 1n this ,,,attel' • 

U: W<:I J 



SUbJeeta rolee4 by tbe Polish .t.m'beeee4or i n OOtr<er .. U on 
with Un4er 8eoretary or 8\ate suaaar W•ll•• on Cay 

Utt, l~f. 

1 - "I'll a 1 oliab ll&'be ... 4or i.otOr..>O<l the llnJer ~ecrott.ry or 

J tnte abOut the tr&Jjo aituet1on or children or ~llob 

01Y111ow cleport .. o ot proaun~ 1 u ..;ov1u t .1u.•u1u. ...a 

?be J'red dent, tho tood shorta..., in .twl~1 .. haa om 

ot th~ ~liah o1v111an population, unu uupu~iully or 

t ho PoUIJb oh,Uctreu , lu<» l>eoo .. o 1008\o fto.·loun . Tho 

Oovorll:ll.oni. tllnt. Iillo rX>rtnl i t.y amon.;. ~llo . 'Oliah oll.Udren 

roaiot anoo duo t.o unUor-nouriahmont . 
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p:u-\.e or tho ~lt1ot ~.-ito or owu l:i , OOv o 1Y1l1a.o 

evaoWitod 100 daU t.u J:ran , a.nd oww ; to tho t llraa tenecl 

o.;,....,1..Uy ln th01 pr~t.ou~ ....... OOAi tlo"" , Ulera belns 

oo aa ro plaoo in t bo ~1t1sh ~p1ro Where oo gre~t a 

t u view or th1e auunt1on t ho ~l1a.h Goverment. 

urgeM I>J'Oblo-. to the attonUon ot .b o Proel.dont and 

3 t a t •• tor the dura tion o r the ~ 100 oome 10 , 000 

Polish chll4rcn, 1nclucl1 n.: ""'"bVL'B Md ~UUI'dl4nD . 

~o Polleb M>ba .. ador would bo ~etetul to tile 

Soorot nl")· of St llt • if he \'lOul.d l nv botore tbo 

1n t.hla Yer•, urront nat,t.e r 

II - kot ar rlA:. t o hlli wt COIIYeraa\100 on tl\e oubJeol. or 
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l:be 1ut~;rrupt1ou ot t.hu ovuouo.t10.1 rro., OoYiet. J!Wio1& 

ot .-oU•ll r.ilHary, Conur&l u i&ornk1 infol"! 11 the .l'oli!th 

meoaa~ uppearA t o oont1ru Oonorol ~lkorokl ' s ~lprcoa1on 

~net tl10 (\u•tller QYilCUI\t lo.t OC TOllall .~Ultary , ,111 M t 

be reniAl!led beroro t ile oorJpl otion or tllo 1'or~:~at1un l o 

JOVl "t •IU80a Of l OUl' . ollah lllv la lOIUI 0\l:llberit~.; 66 , 000 

,.,.n, w'lioll , oooor41n~ to the ac;reanent oo~oludod bet-• a 

uonadtut e tile t'olloll .n.;r 1..ll .nuasiu. ..lthou.,~• tb1.a 1e 

Gtol ln ' o oesaaeu. 

reoruitln,~ o f l'Ol1oll nol d1oro i n lrttoo1G , t heir 

of tho 1141t..<l Tla~iona • war eff ort, thu l'olloh 

:.monoo.,uor i:J 1 t•JLruot~O to bl'i .1' tltu L.ll tL<>T o:tou 

o!Sf,iu tO tua c ttulltiO'l Of t bo 'loOret cry OC ,.t ,te i n 

the 
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0 1' l'<>llob 1:-ll H ..r) n-o kWio l a . 

Let-t .... t,..,) 

The h ea14elrt 
a !t1.l OIICHl 
obov4t . 



.., u . u u. 

,. • ,..s-... .... 

• 'GUs!l a...-a ...... W'lli,.,. -. ,.. .. or \lie .... uu.a at 

reu a .. ..,,, • • h -.u. n. r.uet. -· "' 1• 

Won.H Jq ~ . ol.I.Jtll --c::" h .JMln .-.s. '-l»t 

ewt:a \o ,_ tlfft..UUM , , _ • ollell ollWI"NN ..,. 

t &r11...U, w·10-•~ M .U. H -.. - • ot .. , h i -

l.a - •• - t: .... • .ulo~. 1M • •U•Il ,...zo._ .. la 

.->le4 :u:a» r.,.....~. tM.~ ..._. L...-w.l.l\.~ _ ..,. _.,. ........ 

~ Lt ,_,....., o Per10l1a ,..,, •• , .... 

...,. '~ vr \&.\o •J..U1•4 ol~U;>!\ ~ ollo~ 

~Mw ••• -~ -...~ t.U -..-... u on floe.:. ,.,... .... e1 

~ • .u • eaMw ttr n- ""''""''· •&a •ol lall 

o...rv-t ~ -.1~41 a;-,11414 \o ~· oll'hlw """•-~ 

h\' Qd.r ..., .... , to ....a t.l, Ia, c.ae ..,•-U• • at~ 

oUel!. ~:a t'I'O< "'"' -•to.. •"11• • "• !'t' l'loUII ._,.__ 
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~-=:"u~ !.A ....... &14~ .....: ... ..--" wer eo...U\1 ... , ..a 
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Eva cua U on of Polish ch ildre n fr om Rus sia. 

Mr . Jon C1echanowalc1, Pol i s h Ambassador; 
Mr . \lol l ea, Under Secre tary . 

s , Eu 

J.lay 19 , 1942 

.. ,,e Pol teh M•bas:.ad:lr called to see :ne t h la after­

noon at hl" r eque s t . 

The Ambtta aador ~old Me he hlld rece i ve d t h 1e morni ng 

u very w·gont t.elesr""' n•om Ge:1ernl .>ilcora lci t.o the effe c t 

th"t t he lns"' r e por t s r•eoa 1ved conce m1ne Pol lsh c h ildren 

in ~be >ovte t Union :.howod t hat n des pe r ate situation 

exis t e d ,.nd that appr oxi mate l y 65 per cent or the childre n 

i.ud al reudy died f r oru ::.alnutr : tion . The Po l l a h Oovel'l'll!len t 

au.ted .u•gantly whothor t he United ltatea coul <i no t do s ome­

t.r. l nc t.o ass ist thooe .>h1J.uren and t;he ii• rnothe t• s 1 r the y 

were evacuat e d froa the ~ov1ot Union a nd r equeated t ha t 

tt.i s Oovornnont p:>l'l'li t SOtiO t on thous and of them IX) COC1e 

to t he United '; t a te a . Tile ~<mbaasador aa1d t hA t he had been 

1nstruotod t; O see k nn &uu 1uu.:e fl 1 t.h the l'r~ sidon t 1n order 

to COlii!IIUl\1cate thi s n essac:e t o hiu b ut tha t. knowing the 

burdone upon tho Preaident•a t imt , I.e had put t~ia r e ques t 

1n ~he f orm or a l ott.er a ddr e sse d t o t ho r reside nt and 

ask ed 11' I " oul d see t;hat i t reache d the l'r es 1dcmt . 

I t old tlA Ambass ado r ! ~ould be u l a d to transmit 

this l e tter to the Pr e s i dent , bu t tha t it seemed to me 

that tha t por tion of tho r eques t A'hlch s ue,gea t od t hat t en 

t hous and of t he ae unfortunate women and chi l dren b e brought 

t o Ll.o Uh1ted Stat~• was not a ve ry practical one . I sa i d 
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t ! ... t lf my underatMndill(; was correct , t.he only way in 

which the ae people could b e evaou&ted troo the !.o vlet 

~ Union "'ould b e throUS}l I r e.n 1<nd tha t in t Ha t •ven t, the 

d 1tf1cult;r or f i nding el•1pp1ng to take a uob a h~q~e nwa­

'be r of ;•ot·acnll to the Unl ted .ita t or would make 1 t impo s­

sible of real l~atlon . I aaid it seamed to me offhand, 

in view of t he t act that t he .Persian uowet•nm.nt waa no t 

willing t.o a ccept any more Polid\ refugees on account of 

the lnrge number already there , and i n view or the t act 

that under prount cond1t1ona the dr1th h liovornment 

would not 1~rmit Pollah retugeoa t o, go t o India, th&t the 

only posslblllt;r t!.at .Jccurrad t o !!'AI waa to try e.nd get 

these worae n snd ch ildren into some part of aaa~ern Jouth 

Africa on the unde rstanding that Lit the Government of 

the Union of South 1.rrica per mitted the ir e ntra nce , ar­

range::.entll would be made by th e American Had .;roes for 

t heir maintenance until tbe Polish Government we:s able 

to undertake this taak i tself . I state d I wo uld be very 

g lad to let the Aobaeaador l<now of any constructive and 

helpful sugges t ions we mi ght ~~vo to otte r . 

rna ~baaaador tha u ltanded me a memorandum wh icb i a 

11 t.ta che u herewith cove rln;; the ab ove point l n part and 

l ikewi se a ski ng again i f the United 5t a t ea uovornm&nt 

.. ould r.ot d o wl.at i t coul d to s peed up the evacuation 

rroca ~he :.oviot Union o f t ho Polhn oontlngonta not in­

c l uded 1n the rour d1 v1a1ons which 1 t had \lean &SJ'••d 

b e tween Stcl~ wnd Gene ral J 1korok1 dUould remain 1n the 

5ov1et Union to tight on the .estern Ruea1&11 front . 

I aaid I would \Is vary glad to do what we c ould to 

be he lpful in th1a matter . 

U : ~t. tiJ 

I . 
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DEPARTM ENT OF STATE 

\..) ~ 
DIVISION OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 

MEMORANDUM 

April 8, 1942 

U Mr. Welles 

You may possibly desire to plaoe in your files the 

following four confidential documents which were handed 

to you during the course or General Sikorski ' s reoent 

visit: 

1. The oonversatlon between General Sikorski 

and Mr. Stalin which took place in the Kremlin on 

December 3, 1941 . 

2. The conversation which took place between 

General Sikorski and Mr. Stalin on December 4, 1941, 

at the dinner g iven by Mr. Stalin in the Kremlin. 

3. A report made by General Sikorski at e 

Polish Cabinet meeting on his trip through the Mid 

Eaet and Russia. 

4. A memorandum prepared for or by General 

Sikorski on "The Attitude or the soviet Government 

Towarde the Pollsh National Minorities•. 

There are set forth below a n~mber of observat ions 

which can be drawn from t hese documents: 

1. During 

,. 
} 

' 
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1. During the oourae of the Sikorek1-Stelin 

conversations Sikorski frankly reproached Stalin 

for the Soviet failure to llve up to the Polieh­

Sovlet Agreement or July 1941. Stalln was a t flret 

evasive in meeting these re?roaohee; he then evi­

denced irritation and dieoleeeure aooarently wlth 

the idea that Sikorakl would not dare to stand up 

to him and would thus be reduced to a weak position 

during dleoueeione; when he found that Sikorski 

oontlnued to remain firm he treated hi m more ae an 

equal and talked to hlm with considerable frankness. 

2 . Sikorski by refusing to be terrorized, by 

keeping hie temper, and by remaining firm apparently 

was more sucoeesful ln dealing with Stalin than other 

dis tinguished foreign visitors who feared to resort 

to the use or the negative in t heir dieoussione wlth 

Stalln and who, therefore, found themselves compelled 

either to accede to his demands or to resort to 

evasion. 

3 . A number of outstanding dltf1oultles between 

Slkorskl and Stalin were apparently round to be 

insoluble. Dl eousslon or some of them was postponed 

to the indeflnlte future; others were left in an 

unolarlt1ed state and will undoubtedly gl ve rise to 

considerable fr1otlon. 

4. 81korek1 • • 
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4 , Sikroski refused to diaouas the ~oblem 

or frontiers with Stalin and courteously but firmly 

rejected Stalin ' s suggestion t hat Poland and the 

Soviet Union define the ir borders at once without 

consultation with Great Britain or the United States. 

5, The Soviet Government aoparently endeavored 

to prevai l upon the Polish Government not to c l aim 

ae Polish citizens persona or Ukrainian, Jewish, or 

·~i te Russian descent who wer e residents ln the areas 

taken by the Soviet Union from Poland and who were 

Polish citizens at the t l me that Soviet trooos entered 

Eastern Poland, The Soviet Government on ite part 

was willing to admit that oersons or Polish descent 

living 1n those areas were Polish citizens. Sikorski 

categorically rejected any arrangement of this kind, 

He took the position that the Polish Government could 

not betray the nati onal minorities or Eastern Poland 

by handing them over to the Soviet Union, 

6. Stalin in the oouree or hie discussions with 

Sikorski made a number or ant1-Sem1tic remerke. It 

is not clear whether these remarks represented anti­

Semitic feelings on the oert of Stnlln or whether 

Stalin made them while endeavoring to persuade Sikorakl 

that it would be to the advantage or Poland to get rid 

or 

I • 



or the Jews by t urning them over to the Soviet Union. 

According to Si korski a number or J ews 1n Eastern 

Poland did assume a pr o-Soviet attitude at the t ime 

or the entry or Soviet troops into the areas ln which 

they were l i ving . Most or the Jews, however, remained 

l oyal to Poland and even t hose who were origi nal ly 

pro- Soviet have now changed their views and are among 

those most anxious to retain Polish citizenship. The 

White Russ i ans a l so in general were loyal to Poland . 

The Ukra i nians, however , have not behaved so well . 

Many of them have shown pro- Nazi tendencies . 

?. St alin d i splayed a somewhat vind1oatiMe 

spirit towards the Ukra i nians of Eastern Poland many 

of whom apparently had d i splayed an ant i - Soviet and 

even a pro-Nazi attitude. He indi oa ted that when the 

Soviet troops reentered Eastern Poland these Ukrs i nie.ns 

would be exterminated and the Ukrai nian pr oblem 

permanently l i quidated . 

8 . Stalin gave orders 1n Si korski' s presence 

that Polish soldiers still retained in prison camps 

be relea sed end be promised to have steps taken whi ch 

would expedite the equi pment of several Polish div i ­

sions . He also consented to the removal of Polish 

soldiers and civilians t owards t he South where weather 

conditions 
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conditions would be more favorable. Stalin expressed 

resentment, however, et Sikoreki 1 e suggestion that 

Polish troops which the Soviet Union could not equip 

and arm be sent to Iran where t hey could be rehabili­

t ated end armed by the Brit ieh. While Sikorski was 

in Moscow no arrangements were effected for the dis­

patch of Polish troops into Iran. 

9 . The British Government, according to 

General Sikorski's report to the Polish Cabinet made 

after his return from the Soviet Union, has already 

sent to Russia complete equipment other than arms t or 

100,000 men and has promised to send a t once arms for 

tour divisi ons . At that time only one Polish division 

had arQs which had been furnished by the Soviet Govern­

ment in insufficient quantities. General Sikorski also 

i nformed his cabinet that Stalin had agreed that 25,000 

soldiers and between 1,000 and 1,500 airmen and sailors 

could be evacuated to Iran for further service in 

Great Britain and Egyot. 

10. Sikorski in talking to hie Cabinet denounced 

previous Governments of Poland for their unfriendly 

attitude towards the Soviet Union and stated that he 

would endeavor to establish a durable friendship between 

Poland and the Soviet Union. Ha intimated, however, 

that 
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that Russia was not fully to be trusted and that 

there existed germs of future disputes. Among the 

causes of possible disputes he listed: 

(a) Pan-Slavic tendencies on the part of 

the Soviets which Poland must reject and which 

Poland must meet by t he establishment of a fed­

eration with Yugoslavi a and Czechoslovakia. 

(b) Soviet determination to extend i ta 

Western frontier partly at Poland's expense. 

(c) Soviet tendenci es to propagate Communism . 

He poi nted out , however, that both Russia and 

Poland had agreed that future Europe must be based 

upon federationism. 

11. Sikorski expressed hi mself as pleased that 

he had obtained consent from the Soviets for perform­

ance of religious rites by the Poles i.n the Sovi et 

Union end for the establishment in Russia of two 

Polish daily newspapers operated for Poles by Poles 

and independent of the Soviet Government . 

A copy of the l e t ter of March 9, 1942, f r om Sikorski 

to Eden, which General Sikorski handed to you, 1s also 

enclosed. 

" I 
I 

Eu: LWHenderson: EB 

• 
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