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WEPROCUGCED FROM, MOLERSSS AT THE FRAHS B RODSEVELT LIMRART

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation

DATE:
Ootober 28, 1942

Handlng over to Germany by Franoe of Folish workmen;
SUBJECT: Fvacuation of Pollsh refugees from Irang

Polish internees in Spaing

Polish-Soviet relations

PARTICIPANTS:  jpbassador of Poland, Mr. Jan Clechanowaki;
Under 3scratary, Hr. Welles

COPIES To: 5, A-B, A-L, PA/D, Eu, PA/LD, RA, PA/H, ME

The Poliah Ambassedor onlled to see me thls moraing
st his request. The Ambassador took up the maiters
listed in the memorandum attached herewith which he
left with me.

Hith regard mlnt Fo, 1, I told the Ambapsador
that the imerican ssador in Vi had already made
representations in this matter but I would be very
glad to have Tfurther repreaentations made, although I
win not sanguine as to the prectieal result which would
be fortheoming.

With regard to point Mo. £, I told the Ambassador,
for his gonfldentlal informatlon of the agreement re—
cently reached between the Britlsh Government and
this OJovernment aes a result of which 25,000 Pollsh
refugees would be glven refuge by the British GCovernment
in Fenys as n result of the willlngness of this Covern-
ment to accept for lnternment im the United 3%Tates 25,000
Itelian prisoners of war now in Kenya in addition to the
prisonefe of war which this sountry had already agreed
to mooept.

¥ith regard to point No. 3, I told the Ambassador
that the Amerlocan ssador in Medrid had already
approached the Spanish authorities in this mattsr but
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that I would be glad to request Ambeasador Hayes to do
what he might conslder appropriate in the way of addl-
tional representations, end that I would also be glad
to recusst that consideration be glven to the request
of the Folish Government that some 50 of these Folish
of ficers now interned in Spain might be given vigas to
pome to the United Ztutes.

U1 8W16ES
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Subjects ralsed by the Folish Ambesssador in his
sonvarsation with the Under Seoretary of Stats at the
Dspartment of Jtate on Uotober B8, lP4E.

1) The Polish Ooverament has been informed that the Frensh
authorities are somtinuing to hand over Polish qualified
workmen to the OGermsns in connestion with M. Laval's
pledge. Among other Polish workmen forolbly handed over
to the Germans, apparsntly elght hundred such speoialized
workmen have been handed over from the town of Lyons.
This would mesn ten per oemt of the satire numbar fized
for that region. J¥rom other parts of France smaller
numbesrs ars being banded over.

The Folish Government informs the Ambassador that there
are at pressnt in France about ten thousand Follish
industrial workmen and thres thousand five hundred in
free professions.

The Polish Govermment instructs the imbassador urgently
to ask the United States Coverament for esnergetic
ipterventlon in order to bring pressurs to bear upon the
Franoh Government to discontinue the handing over of
Folish oitizeas to the German authorities, whioh is
contrary to the letter and gpirit of internaticnal law
and usage. In view of the opposition which thens
meagurss appoar now to have aroused among the Fremoh
populaticn, the Polish Goverament believes that suoh an
intervention might achieve the desired result. Most of
the Polish workmen in question are speclalists in war
{ndustries and the Polish Goverament is anxious to do
all that it omm to prevent their utilization for the

snemy war sffort.

B)
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The Ambamsador referred to the conversations whish the
British Ambassador had with ths Under Seoretary of State
soneerning the possibilities of svyaouation of some of these
rafugess to Central and South American Republios. The
Polish Govermment is informed that the Mexican Governmsnt
would be willing to reseive about twenty thousand suoh
refugees, while the Government of Juatemsala axpressed its
readiness to receive about three thousand.

owing to the necesslty for a spesdy esvaouatlon of these
people from iran for reasons known to the Departmesnt of
State, the Folish Government would be most grateful for
gupport end aspistance on the part of the United States
Goveransent in sarryling gut this eveouatlon of part of the

rafugess to the Hepublie of the Wester:n Hemlaphere.

3 mwumutmnmu;shul-

The Ambassador received oable instructions from the
Polish foreign Minister in & matier which General Sikorski,
Pollsh Prime Minlster, reagards as most important, namely,
the guestion of Follsh {nterness mostly saldlers of the
Polish fighting foroces in France, who ure baing detalned
in Spain by the Spanish asutheritiss under Jerman pressurs
in the Gamp of Miranda de Zbro.

The Ambassedor reminded the Under Seerstary of 3tete
that this matter had alresdy been disoussed at the time cf
the last visit of general Sikorski and that the U. 3.
Ambassader in dpain bad been {nformed of this problem end
had taken it up with the Spanish Government.
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There ars nsarly five hundred euech interness at
Mirands whose release in vlew of their possible utilization
in the Folish armed Foroes is most desirable.

The Polish Coverament is trying to obtain visss for
thess people from Chile, Argentina and Uruguay, with right
of asylum for the duratlion of the war, it belng a sondition
plaged by the Spanish authorities that if released they
should prooeed to countrisas of the imerican Continent. OChile
bas slready granted two hundred visas, Argentina sizty-two,
and the matter of obtalning another ona hundred visas from
Urugusy is being negotiated. The departure of two hundred
and sixty-two to Chile and irgentina eould take place
{smediately if the Spanish Govermment grants its consent.

The Folish Government has obtained full support from the
British Governmen® and from the lioly Ses, a8 wall as o
personal intervention oo the part of the Holy Father, to
obtain this permission. The Pplish Governmeat is of the
opinion that a friepdly interventlon on the part of the
United States Government ln Spein et this time, in view of
the ohange of the Spanish Minlater of Forolgn Affuire, might
be deolsive in obtaining this release and permission for the
said internees to take sdvantage of the viegas Lltherto
granted by Chile and Argentina. The Folish Governmant has
roasons to think that if about fifty U. 5. visas sould be
granted to some of thess {nterness, such a proof of tha
direct intersst of the Unlted Jtates ln this matter might be

vary affective in gpanish Oovernmental airoles.
The Follsh Governmant would be moat grateful rlor

anything the Unlted Jtates Upvernment would cars to do in




this matter, so important to the Poliah war effort and to
the morale of these interness who have risked their frsedom
ip prdaer to fulfill their duty teo Joln the Follsh ,irmy after

the collapse of Franoe.

4) Pelish-ggvist Helationa.

The /mbassedor expressed great pleasurs ln being able
to somrunioste to the Under Secretery of Jtate that he had
peen informed on the P3rd of October by Count Reozyfiski that,
undoubtedly owing to the intervyentions suthorized by the
President and earrisd out by the United States Embassy in
Moscew, and lastly by the Honorsble vendell L. Willkie, as
personsl emipeery of the Fresident, - the HSoviet authorities
hed informed the Polish Ohergé d'Affaires, Minlaster
dokolnickl, that the investigation condusted against the
arrested officisls snd delegates for rellef work of the
Polish Embasey in Hussis bhad now been coneluded and that as
g result of this investigaticn fifteen of the arreated
persons had been found lnnocent and their release ordered;
seventy-sight parsoms were regurded as allegedly guilty ef
anti-USSR. motivities and were to be expelled from bussia.
As regards the remsining sixteen offiolals, proceedinge
would be instituted me the Soviet suthoritles glleged that
they hed proof of motivities of e serious nature egoiost
them.

The newly appointed Pollsh Ambassador, LT. Tadeusz

Homer, who has Juat arrived in Sovist Aussla, 1s of the
opinion that this step om the part of the Soviet authorities

is a proof that there ia & tendenay to earry out the promise
recently made to Mr. Willkie of trylng to olarify and impreve

Folish-Soviest




Polish-Soviet relations and this is a siunal proof that the
American intervention with Fremier Stulin nas proved
effective. Ambassador momer thinks that he may suoceed in
obtaining a ochange of attltude regarding the above
mentioned sixteen officiale agalnst whom proceedings are to
be instituted and obtaining their release.

The Polish ambassador would like to take thls earliest
epportunity of expressing to the United States Governmeat
the wermest and most sincere thanks on behalf of the Polish
Government for the invaluable help glven to Foland in this
matter, and also would be moslb grateful if, pending the
arrival of Prime #inister General gikorski, the thanks of
Prime Minister General 3Slkorskl oould likewlse be conveyed

to the President.
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October 17, 1942

A-L - Mr. Long:

For your informatlon.
Please have drafted some
appropriate acknovwledgment

for my slgnature.
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SUBJECT:

PARTICIPANTS:

COPIES TO:

i
| / DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation

September 208, 1942

Pollsh ‘wmbassndor, ¥r. Jan Clechanowalkl;
Unlar Secretary, Kr. Welles

The Follish fsbassador came to ses mo this morning
at hls request., The .=bessedor took up for discussion
the points which are dealt with in sxtensc In hls memo-
randum which he handed me and which Is etEached here-
with.

Wwith regard to the lasuance of visas to certaln
parsens llsted in the Ambeassedor's memorandum, I told
the Awbassador that the matter had already been dis-
cusaed with me and that I understood that a favorable
reply to these requests would be made in the immediate
luture.

The Ambassador told mo that the Follah Minister aof
#inance hed been invited to vlsit Canada on officlal
business and that he would make this trip about the mid-
dls of lHovember. The Ambassador seid that the Minlster'a
wife and children wers living in the United Statea and
that while the Miniater of Finance dld not intend to
make any ofllclal vlalt to tho Unlted States in order
to discuss any offlclal business while in this country,
he 4dld intend to maeke a fow addresses at Princeton and
Harvard Univeralties on purely economic questions.
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As set forth in the memorandum attached, the Ambas-
sador expressed the keen intereat of his Govermnment in
the nossibllity of bringing flve thousand DPollsh-Jewlsh
ehlldren, now stranded In France, to the United States.

s Amhassador spoke with great dlsqulet of the
croproenda going on In the United States with regard
tc th: adjustmant of the Feollsh frentler after the
wer 1n a manner Tavorable to Russia, The Ambassador
hended me the maps attached herewlth which he told me
ware tc be published in the next edition of the Ency-
clopedia Bpitanalca ond which showed a divlsion aof
spland botween Germany arnxl [usala, The Ambassador
seid he had vritten to the president ol the company
gublishing the Zneyclopedia Eritannica protesting
arainst this proposed publicatlion and asked that the
state Department do whatever it conslidered appropri-
ete to support the request ho had made, To thia re-
quest I made no reply.

U:3W:DMK
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September 28, 1942
Eu
Mr. Atherton:

I am sending you herewlth a copy
of the memorandum of my conversation
with the Polish imbassador this morn-
ing. I think 1t would be helpful I1f
you 'woull have your Divislon prepare
some perscnal letter for me to send
him advising him of the decisions
reached by the Department in all of
these various matters dealt with In
the documents attached.

U:3W:DMK
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August 31, 1842

PASM
My, Marray:

T have soon the Aritish imbas-
sador this afterncon. Uo had no
further instructlons and ne addi-
tional information. Ho considers
that thls telesgram will be highly
useful, I agres with this polnt of
view and I suggest that the tele=
Zram be sent as soon as posalble.

U:SWilK

J sosefnged

USTTod JO UOTJUNOUAS od UmM(e]l of meaFets]
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation

DATE:
August 24, 1042

Flizht of Folish refugee children in Iran

ST HI linzsades of ioland, Mr. Jan Clechancwakij;

Under Secretary, ¥r. Wollea

COPIES TO:
5, PA/D, Bu, Pa/K, NB

The Ambassador of Poland called to see me this
morninz. The Ambessedor spoke again about the plight
of ths Follsh refuges chlldren in Iran and I told the
imbassador thabt we were trying to do everything we
gould to be helpful in thls regard, I sald that I
had not yot sbandoned hops that scme arrangement
mizht be worked out with the Union of South Africa,
but that I feared the more probable ultimate solu-
tion would hawve tc be far tempor accommodatlion
of thess re ses in Iran. The aadar sald that
12 that pro to be the case, his Ooverrment trusted
that the children would be placed at soms polnt near
Telpan where the climate would be better for them than
on the seacpast. I sall I guite understood and that
obviously some plece Iin the highlands wouldl be more
sultable, but that I recognlzed the great Aifficulty
of obtaining food supplies for thess refugess under
present conditlons and that the lack of trams portation
squipment between the seacoast where the food supplles
would be recelved and the Interlor of Iran constituted
anturally a factor that hmd to be xept in mind.

Uz 3N s DNE
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation

DATE:

hugust 24, 1542
Traatment of Pollish refugeses in unoccupled France

PARTICIPANTS:

COPIES TO:

Amhassador of Polond, Mp. Jan Clechancwalkl;
Under Jecretery, lr. Nelles

3, PAM, Bu

The Polish /mbassador called to see me this
morning. The ‘mbassador spoke of the reported sction
of the Tichy Oover-ment In scceding to the demand of
Jermany that Pollsh refugees In unosgupled "rance be
rounded up and tumed over to the Cermens [or forced
work In Cermany. I sald that we had already made
representations to the Viehy Govermment with regard
to the treatment of refugees of these categorles and
that while I could not aay that I was sangulne as to
the practical Influsnce of owr representations at this
time, the ‘mhassador could rest mssured that we had
done snd were dolng ev hing that we thought could
posaibly be useful at thls stage. The Azhassador
asked partlcularly that ouwr Cha d'Affaires at Vichy
ba requested to keep in touch with M. Zablello, the wn-
offlolal Pollah Chargé d'Affalrea in Tichy, with regard
to this problem. I mald that I would be wvery glad to
ask: that the necessary Inatructlons be sent to Vr. Tuck.

U:3W:DHE
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SUBJECT:

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation

DATE:

August 18, 1942

Arrest in Sovlet Unlon by 3Soviet Oovernment
of Polish diplomatic officlals and Follsh
relief agents

PARTICIPANTS:

COPIES TO:

Ambassador of Foland, Nr. Jan Clechanowskl;
Under Secretary, lir. Welles

&
'S, PA/D, Eu

The Ambassador of FPoland called to see me this
afternoon with an urgent message from hls Goverrment.

The ‘mbassador stated that after his recent con-
versatlions with the Secretary of 3tate and wilth ngy-
self regarding the srrest in the Soviet Union by the
Soviet Govermment of Folish diplomatic offliclals and
of relief agents, the ‘mbassador had called upon the
President to dlscuss thils guestion with him in order
to seak the assistance of the Fresldent in finding a
prompt solution of the problem. The ‘mbassador stated
that the Fresident had assured him that Mr. Harrimsn
would be lnatructed, on the cccasion of his visit to
Moscow, to suggest to the Soviet high suthoritles that
the ?nihh diplomatic officials under arrest be per-
mitted to proceed to Iran, and, second, that, Inasmuch
as the suppliss now stored in the Soviet Union for dis-
tribution to the Polish nationals 1n that coun had
coms from the United 2tates mnx! Inasmuch as the
prisorment of the Polish reliefl agents eliminated the
possibility of proper distribution or custody of these
relief supplies, the Soviet Covernment agree to permit
these Folish rellef agents likewise to be evacuated
from Soviet territory to Iran anl be replaced with
other Folish rellef agents individually acceptable to
the Soviet authorities,
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The Ambassador stated that the President had saild
that Lt would be a good plan for the FPolish Fnrﬂgn
¥inister in London to dliscuss these eations wit
¥r. Harpimen before the latter left fer Moscow in
order that Mr, iHarriman might fully understand all of
the details of the questloms involved.

The Ambassador concluded by saying that he had
word that no instructions had been recelved by lr.
Harriman from the Freasident and that unfortunately
the Folish Forelgn Minister, Count Recgyfski, had
not been able to see ir, Harriman before the latter
laft London in view of the fact that the imbassador's
message had only been recelived e few hours before
Mr, llarriman's departure.

General Sikorski therefare urged that this Jowe
ernment instruct Ambassador Standley, who was to be
in Uoscow until August 20, to pr.nn*E these sugges=
tions to the Soviet authorities in the hope that the
3oviet Goverrnment would accede thereto.

1 told the Ambassador that I was unfortunately
not femilisr with the assurances which the ‘mbassador
alleged the FPresident had ;lven him, but that I was
quite sure that, 1f the Fresldent deslred to make
thease suzgestl ns to the Sovliet Oovernment, there
would be no objection on the part of the Department
of State to the semding of instructions to Ambassador
standley as requested by the Polish Govermant.

U s 3% 1DME
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FARTICIPANTS:

COPIES TO:

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memaorandum of Conversation

DATE: a1y 23, 1942

Arrest of Pollsh rellef dslegates and members of
the Folish HEmbassy 1n Russiay shelter for Pollish
refugees in South Africa.

The Pollsh Ambassador, Mr. Jan Clechanowskl;

The Under Secretary, Mr. Wellea.

8, A-L, PA/D, Eu.

The Polish Ambassador called to see me thls alter-
noon at his requast.

The Ambassador read to me two memoranda relating
the recent arrest by the Soviet Government of wvarlous
membars of the Follsh Embassy in Ausala and of varlous
rellef delegates of the Follsh Jovermment operatlng
with the consent of the Sovlet Govermment in Russla,
and requosting the assistunce of the Unlted Stateas
Government ln bringling about a "restoratlion of har-
monious cooperation between the Pollsh and the Sovlet
Covernmsnts regarding the continuation of the distril-

—dem

btution of ralief to Polish nationals In Soviet territory.®

The Ambassador sald that these recent developments
meant that most of the rellef dlstrlbution centers were
now clcsed and that many thousands of Pollsh citlzens
would be 1lterally starving in the immediate future.
Furthermore, the Ambassador sald, the rellel supplies,
whlch have recently reached Russia in large guantities
from the United States for Polish relief;, would now be
without protection and supervision and would probably
be distursed so that the Polish refugess in Aussia
could never get any benefit from them, The Ambassador
also sald that he would be most grateful if our Esbassy

at
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at Fulbyshev would ascertaln what, i any, truth there
was 1n the charges made by the Soviet Covermment that
the Follsh offlclals recently arreated had been pullty
of "aotivitios counter to the interests of the Soviet
Government". The Ambassador asld that, if there was
any truth in these charges, General Sikorskl would take
sunmary actlon.

I atated to the Ambasasdor that the Department
would be very glad to telegraph immediately to our
Embassy in Kulbyshev in order to get a report upon the
clreumatances set forth in the Azbassador's memorands.

The two memoranda mentioned are attached herewith.

I also told the Ambassador of the nature of the
unsatisfactory reply recelved from the South Afrlcan
dovernment regarding our request that l_nmltod number
of Polish refurees be rlven shelter ip South Africa
with the cooperation of the Amsrican fed Cross, 1 sald
that thls messagce was now being pglven consideraticn and
that we would atudy the possibllity of makin further
representations to the Unlon of South Africa should any
such further representatlions seem possible or Justified.

Uss Wi PRH
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pubjects raised by the Pollsh /mbassador in kis
sonversation with the Under Seorstary of Otate at
the Uepartment of Stnte on July brd, lB&R.

Mo Folish rbasssdor communicated n meoorandum based on
tatormation cecclived froc the Poliah arhasay in ifuyblshev
throush the Folish tiniotry of Forel s iffalra ln Leoaden
rogardia; the lutest levelopuents in the relutions between
Peland and the UXid. 1o the tatter of the furthor carryiag
gut of the plan for the reliel of Follsh oltizens in Russia
agreed upon iu L3941 betwoun Lho folish Covarnment and the
Bdin. Govermment, ot that tlee Lho oviet Govermment had
agraed to the orseanization of diract distritution by speeial
affioinln of the Folish smbassy of all rellel aupplies Lo
the Foliah oltisens st proseat ln wsele., This plan had bean
put into executlon &nd hed beeo working satisfaotorlly untii
guits receatly. It 1s not bein: atopped by ths soviet
Govermment on the basis of the uswurranted acousation that
the officimle employel by the Folish _mbeasy [lor this work
were pursulng eati-sSoviet and intelli ence activitiesa.

i

is there is no foundation for such moousations, 1t 1s

probable
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probable that the Soviet nutloritles are using this pretext
in orser to nravent Lan asatiouatlion of lolish relisfl work
epony Polish Gitizena la Sovist Husslo fOF soLu other
politloul ronsous.

fhe rolish .mbussador is Linstrustod to go;ruaieats all
the dute pertulalng to this matber Lo The aeeretary of Stute,
to draw Lis atteaticn to the serlousneas OO the situstion
woich hus thus urlsen in volisn-soviet relotlous, to Lhe
oritioal situstion of the rolish citlzens in .ussin 1T the
distrivution of rellel supplios were Lo Le definitely itﬂ;ﬂiﬂ.
to the waste of waluable rellef supplles ready for distribu-
tion which would result Lr thls distrivutlon were to bo
definitely stouped.

iibe Folisu Govermeent attaches the crestest lmportance
to the paintenance and further devalopront ol jood ralatlons
with the UdsH. It regrets the lack of sopperation oa the

pert of the Joviet Uuveramont in the pursult of this pollioy.
mmmmummummam
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ation and kindly to iatervens im view of alearing up the
situstion and of lendinz the valuatls suppert of the
Dnited states Govermseat to the endcavers el the lrolleh
Governwent and the iolish ‘umbossy io lussin to obtuln the
restoratlicn of harwoalous cooperativa betweua the solish
and thu soviot Covermmadls Togardl.is the continuation of
Lhe dlstributicn of rellel to rollsh elilavas by the

relish mbussy ln ruybishev.

July &3, loed.
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With refersnoe to the provious memorands on Follsh-
fugaian relationn mluh.tht rolinh ambassador persosally
handed to tha Seoretary of State on July 14, 1943,
additionnl information has besn reseived frow the [olish
Geoverament, which the imbassador submitted in conversation
with the deoretary of State on July Zdrd lidaz.

aooording to this laforpaticn, duria. the past weak two
offioisle of bthe yollsh Gwbassy lu suyblahev, Lr. Gruja aod
tr. 4atqaki, az woll as their colluborators, who Lad besn
arrested Dy the Soviet .uthoritlss, sere reloussd by thao
with the roquest that they leave bhe Lsdx., The Zovlet
fovernmant save aa reason for thls request thut Lhese two
Polieh orficials had indulged io actlvity detricentzl to the
US55, Sinoe that tine the followin, Jdelegabes wi Lic Follsh
irbasny Tor distribution of deliel supplivs to the Follsh
population have been arrested: L1, Ustamad aod his colla-

boraters in Samarkand, ) r. Matroszko with practicclly the

entire
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ontire perscansl of his office in Baraaul, i'r. siidniamakl
witl ceveral eollotoratore ia wirew, aud the Jecond Jeure=
tary of .nbausl, | Ts Yo owakl, with part ol Lis personnel
in ‘shabod.

segordlin, to the reporta respived up Lo uhls tlow, odb
of a total of twenty officus o1 auch delogates of the rollsh
frbassy, which hod Deua ofriclally suthorixed by Lhe Uldn.
authoritles to distrituts reliel apon, Las jolioh oltlicens
in the UGSR., tho following have been closed Ly the Joviet
authorities: the solish iellel gffices ia aroluugsl,
Vladivostok, /ldan, skmolinss wnd JeTaiow.

The offioun al souorksnd, Haruaul, iizow, Fotropavlovak
and ashabad slihousn nov forpslly closeu, are locotive due
to the errest of thole arpoianol. The soatinued refusal by
the woviet puthoritlss Lo rucopalze the peracanel appoloted
by the Polish iabsssy to gparste the Rellel affice 1n
jurrenss end the rollsh .ellel surebouses ia lamprupi has

imrobilized all rellel aativities of boti these ports of

arrival
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arrival of Rellsf supplioes.

48 = result of this situation sbout 40+ of the Folish
olvilien porulaticn in USSi. 1s deprived of assistance and
rellaf. Coasegueptly there are no propar folisn ugencies
at the northesrn ports to teke over ond handle reliaf trans-
porta arrivia, there Tfor tie vollsh porulation. The ware-
housee are stocked with valuable oods, without any super-
vision and wlll certailaly deterlorate and way bte stolen,
The dietribution of clothlag, food, iedical sunplias,
vyuocines and oash asslstance Las cSeased. Jrphenages and
tnvalid esvlums are left without eara or supervision.

The bolish Charpgé 4'iffalres, i'lalster i sokolnloki,
regosived the following wrltten decleration of Coumiasar
vyszynski on July B0th:

"Phe doviet suthorities usve establisihed
that all the arrested delesates vi Lie Lnbassy
{nstemd of loynlly tulfillin thelr sroseribed
dutisa of assistin., for and distributing rellel
to rolish civizens 1n close cocperation wilh

the local soviet authorltles, wers garrylog on

intelligenoe



{ntelli_ snce work and were sonducting eoti-
vitles inimiewl to the U3SL. In view of this,
the Institution of Uelegates admitted by the
goviet Joveracent for the purposs of oarrylng
pn relief work has not justified its existence.
The Peoples' Comnlssariet considers that the
further existonce of theso nelegations 1is
irpoeslible.-

oue looal USGk. authorltles have been

duly lastructed.’

The Foligh Jhur-é 4% . ffulras Lue rajested the acousa=
tlone contained ln Jormissar yomynski's decluration and
hod requeated the jrceuiate release of ull the arrested
volish /mbassy employecs and prirarily those with
diplorutic status, 1though 1'inlster sokolnioki doea not
foreses that the Udhi. guthoritiss will proceed tc take
lezel actizn agulnst thess arrested Polial offioials in
view of the unfounded acousavions smde uigalnst thew, he

fears thut thelr detentloa may be lenstinye.

July 25, 1942.
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Memorandum of Conversation

DATE: yay 15, 1942

SUBJECT: Ewecuatlon of lollsh children from Husaim.

PARTICIPANTS: Mr. Jen Clechanowsiki, Polish Ambassador;
Hr. lislles, Undsr Secretary.

COPIESTO: 8, Eu

R T Y
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Tha Pollsh Ambassador called to ses me this alfter-
noon &t hls request.

The ambassador told me he had recelved thias morning
& very urgen® telegram from Jeneral Slkorskl to the effect
that the last reports recelved concerning Folish ohildren
In Lthe Joviet Union showsed that & desperate altustlon
exlsted and that approximately 55 percent of the children
had al roeady died from malnutrltlion. The Polleh Jovernment
asked urgently whether the Unlted States could not do some-
thing Lo asslst these chllaren wnd tlelr mothers Il they
ware avacuabted from the Joviet Unlon and requested that
this Govermment permit soms ten thousand of them o come
to the United “tates. The Ambassador sald that he had been
instructed to sosk un sudlence wlth the Fresldent Iln order
to communicate this message to him but that knowing the
burdens upon thc Fresident's tine, le had put this reguest
in the form of a letler addresssd Lo the Fresidsnt and
aaiked Iif' I would see that 1t resched the Frealdant.

I told the imbmssador I would be glad to transmit
this letter to the Fresident, but that it seemed to me
that that portion of the request which suggested that ten
thousand of these unfortunate women and children be brought
to tie United Stetes wka not & vory practical ons. I said
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that if my understanding was correct, the only way In
which these people could be evacuated from the Sovlet
Union would be through Iren and that in that event, the
diffleulty of finding shipping to teke such a huge num-
ber of persons to the Unlted ‘tates would make it impos-
glule of reallzation. I sald it seemed Lo me offhand,
in view of the fact that the Persian Government was not
willing to mccept any more Pollsh refugees on account of
the large number already there, end in view of the fact
that under present condltlona the gritish Government
would not permlt Polish refugees to o to Indla, that the
only poesibility that sccurred to me was to try and get
these women and shildren into some part of eaatern South
Africa on the understanding tlLat 1f the Government of
the Union of South Africa permitted thelir entrance, ar-
rangenents would be made by the Amsrican ied Cross for
their maintenance untlil the Pollsh Government was able
to undertake thls task ltsell. I atated 1 would bes very
¢lad to let the Anbassador know of any constructive and
helpful suggestions we might huve to offer.

The ambassador tlhien handed me & memorandum whleh 1a
altached herewith covering the above polnt in part and
llkow!lse asking again 1T the Unlted States Government
aould not do what 1t could Lo apaed up the evacuatlon
from the Lovist Union of the Pollsh contingents not in=-
cluded In the four uivislons which 1t had bLeen agreed
between Stulin and General Slkorskl should remain in the
oviet Union to fight on the lestern Rusgslan front.

I sald I would be very zlad to do wiat we could to
be helpful in this matter.

Usim:Id
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Subjeets roised by the Polish imbessador in conversation
with Under !mkr{ of 3tate Sumner kWellea on Lay
vth, 1942,

I - The Folish imbassador inforwed the Under Secretary of
gtate sbout the tragle situation of children of iolish
givilian deportees at present io Soviel {ussla. .3
General sikorski had forecast in nls cooversatlon with
The Fresident, the food shortage lo tussla has now
become acute and aocording to ilaformation rocelved
frorm thie Folish Ambassaaoy in cuyblsoinwev, the situction
of the Folish oivilian populetiocn, anu sspeciully of
the Polish children, hes beoojwe most serlous. The
Folish /mbassador in sSoviet iussla intorwed the wrollsh
Govermment that the mortality among the olish ohildren
had risen to & startling percentage owiag to lack of
reslstance due to under-nourishment.

fhe evaouation oi soms wJ,uus solisu childrea,
inoludlius, mothera and guardians, nas become most urgent.
e Aritlsy Governmmeni 1s dola, all la Luelr power,

but haviis alresdy underbakoa the ad.dssioa Lo various

parts
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parts of the witlsh _mpire of soue 15,000 elvillan
svaounted to dats to fran, and owin; to the threatened
situatiou in India, bhe British Goverameul oanaot be
expeotod Lo cope with this new nroblem in 1ts entirety,
pspeviully ia the prusent war gouditions, there belng
no safe place ia the British Gmpire whers so great a
cootingent of porsoas could b2 avacsuobad.

In view of this sltuation the Folish Govermuent
has lastrucited the ambussndor Lo sreseal thls very
urgent problem %o the attoncion of The Frosideat and
to uppesl to hls for the .raant of asylw: ia the United
States for the duration of the ‘war to some 10,000
polish ehlldrean, including mothers and puntdiong.

The Polish imbassador would be .rateful te the
Saoretary of State if he would lev befors The
president the letter which the imbassador has wrilten

1r this wvery ursent mnatter.

IT - heferria. to his lust conversation on the subjleot of

the
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the ianterruption of the evuouatlea fro.. Soviet ilusaia

of Polish militery, General Sikorskl inforrs the Follah
Janbagssdor that rremier .Ht-nl.'l.n‘u reply Lo tha Gouaeral's
meosege eppears to confirm (sneral Slkorskl's lapreaslion
that the further ovacuatloa of Follah sdlitary will not
be resumed before the sompletion of the Toarmatlon ln.
Joviet iussias of four Follsh divisions numbering 44,000
men, whieh, assordin; to the agreement soncluded betwean
Goneral .nders and .resles utalla Lo laroh, 194z, area to
gonstitute the rolish .umy in Hussia. .lthough this is
aot wxplicitly stated, 1t is oleurly lmplied in Jremier
Stalin's nessage.

Jousiderlae the importance of ceatlauiag the
recruiting of Polish soldlerz ia Russile, thelir
evacuntlcn and thelr speedy armament, 11 tiwe intereat
of the United Hations' war effort, the Folish
imbrsaador is ingtruected to trin: the catter once

augalo to the attention of the geperetary of State in

the
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the hopo that soie fom. of frismdly lotervention on
the part of the U. L. Jovernuent may obtain the
deulrad result of speodlay up Lhe furtheor evaoustion

ol Folish cilitary fro. Funaia.

Enolosure:

Lettor to
The frealdent
mantioned
above,

Lay 1vth, Lvdk.
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79, Suetjn
May L9, 1044,

Lre iPealleal,

1 hove recsived %oday i uWrgent telsgrac frow Lhe
sollsh Ouvermsent cousernis. the fete of the stildren of
solich departess ia "wssla. The folleh Sowernusat ia
laforusd by the olish ‘ubessecer la “evied Jasols Ghat
owla. %o feod diffioulties thewe ‘ollsh ckildresn nre
virvaally seadesned o dle AX Saue neens ol saviag \hem
1s not st ones vade aveilable. The Felish jsbepsecer la
soviel mssks reports thet e weltellly sebag the . elibh
sulidren is resehing & startlin: peroentsgs.

in vhew of this appallis: altusbion Ghe -Olish
Jovermmeut oonsldere thst tuhe evsduaticn fre. wesis of
Sond Bu,vsi Of ;ulish cailsreas. laeludla. mulhals ar
geurdlans, 15 o sabler of extrene urgeaqy. ™e olisk
Guverasest hes already epplied 0 the ariviss woverapest
for thelr egresment to asd bel; lao, ton ovaouatics Of these

jelish abildren fror “orist “usels. ihlle sae Srivieh
O rmeent
The realdent,

™he ~balie VMouse.
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Sovernment han edopbed e nost foverahle sbtltude, the .ullsd
Severnient 14 seare bhal uader presecst wer condliticas, sod
eepeoially 1o regerd to the wensded situtlion of india, the
Twitleh Severament Swiaet oepe &b pressat wiil se uunu.-l
able a3 sdfitlonsl contiagent of refuapes in say part of the
Titlelh i=plire.

T this ssanestlon 1t =ast De reswcbared thal the
peitisn sovearsmest is at preseat dolng Lus ulmast by plasing
sece 13,000 Polish sivilisn refugess froc “ovist quasale whis
nava mlrasdy arclved in Wrad.

Ta these olrousstansea the rolish “overamect Las
iastruebou ne Lo dev Jour sbteatlua o whe aleuetisn of
thess rallisk shildres and thelr .others and Juwardlans, und
e adn you, -&e cresfueat, sostier, ia vieu ol wheil WPasle
fate, 1t would be posaible %o grest ssylum Lo t5e "aited
Lates for tbhe durasios of the war %o Lo, slilldrea,
1nsladins wothers and seardisas.

I haws the Soner Lo sefer o the o veraatlon waleh
Nenere) Nisorsci had with you b NMerek MEL, 1a the oouree
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of which be deseribed e siluation of e -olish oivilias
dsgortess 1i .oviet - usela, tue grewlas diificuliies ol
supplying Sheu wAth 004 and LLo uPgeudy of evesuating od
m'umumhmmummmumlm
the :meriges Led Gross Ls In posscealon of stertilag reporte
senesrala, e paysisel stele o samausiles asi dsstitution
of the vollsk oiviliens sad sepeclslly of %56 ahlidren who
Beve c2000bly bewd VaCwuiew Lroa Oviel sGSels RS Lréd.

hnn-llnhmumuorwupm‘uu.ﬂn
Jueli; the last P90 Joili ade Ladi wul iPae Lareuese lo-
husen suffering, i en aware of all tWie difficulties wileh
evon Suds & Jaltial Solulion ou Rals tecclole war e stlen
prescals 4t LLis Liow.

Aber Laviiag sabausbud adid Obhey peewlbilltiesn, WU
roliss Goversssnal Seies L6 Libersy of spseallay to you,
‘Fe (TOSLeaal, WO BeTe Lusee Shildrea.

sleade a099gt, ' ¥Ts Tesideal, the aspurances of ay

Li vset yossleerulliols



May 15, 1942

Evacusation of Pollsh children [rom Hussla.

Mr. Jan Clechanowski, Polish Ambassador;
Mr. tielles, Under Secretary.

S5, Eu

The Polish Ambassador called to see me this after-
noon &t hls request.

The Ambussador Lold me he had recelved this marning
a very urgent telegram from general 5lkorsk!l to the effect
that the laat reports recsived conoerning Pollah chlldren
in the Soviet Unlon showed that & desperate sltuatlon
sxlsted and that approxlmately 65 percent of the children
nad already dled from malnutrltion. The Polleh Govermment
agsked urgently whether the United States could not do some-
tiing Lo asslst these shiiaren and their mothera 1 they
were evacuated from the Joviet Unlon and regussted that
this Government permit some ten thousand of them to come
ta the Unlted "tates. The ambassader aa'd that he had been
instructed to seek an audlence wlth Lhe President in order
to communicate this message to him but that knowing the
burdens upon the Presldent's time, le had put thils reguest
in the form of a letter addressed to the Fresident and
asked i I would see that 1t reached the Fresident.

I told the Ambassador I would be glud to transmit
this letter to the President, but that it ssemad to me
that that portion of the reguest wshlch sugzested that ten
thousand of these unfortunate women and children be brought
to Lie Unlted States was not a very practlcal one. I =ald
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that If my understunding was correct, the only way in
which these people could be evacuated from the soviet
Unlon would be through Iran and that in tiat event, the
difriculty of finding shipplng to take such a huge num-
ber of ;eraons to the tnlted states would make it lmpos~
alble of realizatlon. I sald it sesmed to me offhand,
in view of the fact that the persian Jovernment was not
willing to accept any more Polish refugees on account of
the large number already there, and in view of the faot
that under present condltlons the British uovernment
would not permit Pollsh refugeea to go to Indla, that the
only possibility tlhat securred to me was to try and get
these women and children into some part of eastern Jouth
Africa on the understanding that t1f the Government of
the Unlon of South africa permitted thelr entrance, ar-
rangements would be made Dy the American iled iross for
their maintenance untll the Polish Government was able
to uncertake thla task 1tself. I stated I would be very
glad to let Lhe Aunbassador know of uny constructlve and
helpful suggestlons we might have to offer.

The ambassador then Landed me & memorundum wulch is
attached herewith coverlng the above point in part and
likewise asking again 1I tue Unlted States uovernment
would not do what it could to apeed up the evacuatlon
from Lhe Soviet Unlon of the Polish contingents not in-
cluded in the four divislons which 1t had been agreed
between Stclin and General 3ikorskl should remain in the
soviet Union to fight on the ;estern Russian front.

I sald I would be very glad to do what we could to
be helpful in this matter.

UsiwsId
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pEFROCUCED
JF J !' l DEPARTMENT OF STATE
i | DIVISION OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS
it R

MEMOBRANDUM
April 8, 1942

U = Mr, Welles

You may possibly desire to place in your flles the
following four confidential documente which were handed
to you during the course of General Sikorskli's recent
viselit:

1, The conversation between Genersl Slkorskl
and Mr, Stalin which took place in the Kremlin on
December 3, 1941,

2. The conversation which toock place between
General Sikorskl and Mr, Stalin on December 4, 1941,
at the dinner glven by Mr. Stalin in the Kremlin.

3. A report made by General Silkorskl at a
Polish Cabinet meeting on his trio through the Mid

A

Ezst snd Russla.
4, A memorandum prepared for or by General
Bikorski on "The Attitude of the Soviet Government ;»
Towards the Poligh National Minorities",
There are set forth below a number of observatlons
which can be drawn from these documents:

l. During
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1. During the course of the Sikorski-Stslin
conversations Sikorskl frankly reproached Stalin
for the Soviet fallure to live up to the Pollish-
Soviet Agreement of July 1941, Stalin was at first
evaeive in meeting these reproaches; he then evi-
denced irritation and disvleasure spvarently with
the idea that Sikorskl would not dare to stand up
to him end would thus be reduced to a weak positlon
during dlscuseions; when he found that Sikorskl
continued to remailn firm he treated hlm more as an
equel and talked to him with coneilderable frankness.

2. Sikorsk!l by refusing to be terrorlzed, by
keeping hie temper, and by remalning firm apparently
was more successful in dealing with Stalin than other
distingulshed foreign visltors who feared to resort
to the use of the negative in thelr discusslons with
Stalin and who, therefore, found themselves compelled
eilther to accede to his demands or to resort to
evasion,

3. A number of outstanding difficultlies between
S8ikorski and Stalin were apparently found to be
insoluble, Discusslon of some of them was postponed
to the indefinite future; others were left in an

unclarified etate and will undoubtedly give rise to
conalderable friction.

4, Bilkorski
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4, Bikroski refused to discuss the oroblem
of frontiers with Stalin and courteously but firmly
re Jected Stalin'e suggestion that Poland and the
Soviet Union define their borders at once without
consultation with Great Britain or the United States.

5. The Soviet Government aoparently endeavored
to prevall upon the Pollsh Government not to claim
as Polish citizens persons of Ukrainian, Jewish, or
White Russlan descent who were residents in the areas
taken by the Soviet Union from Poland and who were
Polish citizens at the time that Soviet troops entered
Eastern Poland. The Soviet Government on ite part
was willing to admit that versons of Polish descent
1living in those areas were Polish citlzens. Slkorskl
categorically rejected any arrangement of thie kilnd,.
He took the position that the Polish Government could
not betray the national minorities of Eastern Foland
by handing them over to the Boviet Unlon.

6. Stalin in the course of his dlscussions with
Sikorskil made a number of anti-Semitic remerks. It
18 not clear whether these remarks represented antl-
Semitic feelings on the pvart of Stalin or whether
Stalin made them while endeavoring to persuade Blkorskl
that it would be to the advantage of Poland to get rid

of
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of the Jewe by turning them over to the Soviet Union.
According to Slkorskl a number of Jews in Eastern
Poland dld assume & vro-Soviet attitude at the time
of the entry of Bovliet troops into the areas in which
they were living., Moet of the Jews, however, remained
loyal to Poland and even those who were originally
pro-Soviet have now changed their views and are among
those most anxlous to retain Polish citizenship. The
White Ruesiane aleo in general were loyal to Poland,
The Ukrainians, however, have not beheved so well,
Many of them have shown pro-Nazl tendencles,

7. BStalin displayed s somewhat vindlcatiwve
epirit towards the Ukrainians of Eastern Poland many
of whom apparently had dlsplayed an anti-Soviet and
even a pro-Nazi attitude, He indicated that when the
Soviet troops reentered Eastern Poland these Ukrainians
would be exterminated and the Ukrainian problem
permanently liquidated,.

B, BStalin gave ordere in Slkorskl's presence
that Polish soldiers stlll retalned in prison camps
be released snd he promieed to have steps taken which
would expedlite the equlpment of several Pollsh divi-
slone. He alsoc consented to the removal of Polish

goldiere and civiliane towards the South where weather

conditions
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conditions would be m&re favorable, Btalin expressed
resentment, however, at Sikorski's suggestion that
Polish troops which the Soviet Unilon could not equip
and arm be sent to Iran where they could be rehabili-
tated and armed by the British. While Sikorskl was
in Moscow no arrangements were effected for the dis-
patch of Polish troops into Iran.

9. The British Government, according to
General Sikoreki's report to the Polish Cabinet made
after hle return from the Soviet Union, has already
sent to Russis complete eguipment other than arms for
100,000 men and has promised to send at once arms for
four divisions. At that time only one Polish division
had arme which had been furnished by the Soviet Govern-
ment in ineufficlent quantities. General Sikorski also
informed his cabinet that SBtalin had agreed that 25,000
soldiers and between 1,000 and 1,500 airmen and sailors
could be evacuated to Iran for further service in
Great Britain and Egyot.

10. 8Sikorski in talking to his Cabinet denounced
previous Governments of Poland for their unfriendly
attitude towards the Soviet Union and stated that he
would endeavor to establisgh a durable friendship between

Poland and the Soviet Union. He intimated, however,

that
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that Russia was not fully to be trusted and that
there exlsted germe of future disputes, Among the
causes of posslble disputes he llsted:

(a) Pan-Slavic tendencies on the part of
the Boviets which Poland must reject and which
Poland must meet by the establlshment of a fed-
eration with Yugoslavie and Czechoslovakla.

(b) Boviet determination to extend its
Western frontler partly et Poland's expense,

(c) Soviet tendencies to propagate Communism,
He pointed out, however, that both Russela and

Poland had agreed that future Europe must be based
upon federationiem,

11, Sikorsekl expressed himself as pleased that
he had obtained consent from the Soviets for perform-
ance of religious rites by the Poles in the Soviet
Union snd for the establishment in Russla of two
Polish dally newepapers operated for Poles by Poles
and independent of the Sovlet Government,

A copy of the letter of March 9, 1942, from Slkorski
to Eden, which General Sikorskl handed to you, 1s also

enclosed,

Eu:LWHender son: EB
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