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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Memorandum of Conversation

P Svenber 13, 1942

Punishment of Axls agents responslble for strocitles
2;81lnst the Serbs ln Yugoslavia

PARTICIPANTS: #mbasgsador of Yugoslavia, Hr. Constentin Fotitoh;

COPIES TO:

Under Secretary, Mr. Welles
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The Ambassador of Yuposlavis called to see me
this afternoon and left with me the two documents
cttached herswith., The Ambascadorwas very anxlious
thet thles Government agein make some statement coverlng
its intentlion to see that German and other Axls agents
reaponsible for atroclties of the kind lndlecated ln
these documents would recelve punishment from the
United States when the aporoprlate time arose., I
told the Ambesgcador that thls Government had already
nede categorieal and widely publiclrzed statements in
this regard and that, as the Ambassador undoubtedly
remembered, the Presldent himself had, not long sgo,
made a very emphatic statement on thls point. The
Ambagsador felt, however, thai, in view of the hideous
nature of the atroclties being carried on, nome further
statement should be made. I told him that, of couree,
any reaueet of this kind from the Yugoslav Covernment
would regelve the most sympethie oonsideration from
us.
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Boveambar 13. 1948,

Mr, Sscretaryl

refarring to my letter of October 28, 104Z2,
I “sve the acnecr to ‘nform thst the Ecyal Yugoslav Ccverm-
ment Ls: received, from Jenersl Kihcllovish, the follewing
additional aformation ccrneerning strocities assinst the
derbs in Yuzoslaviast

(1) In edditicoe te the 600,000 Serbs slirsady
massanred, ‘he Orostien Usteshis ars nos prapering s plam for
the comylets extar=instlion of 'he remaining Se'b ropuletion
in the ‘ndepencent Ztate of Creatla,

(2) Seside the already reportsd exsoutions
of Serbs ir secka, the Hungerisne aro row wobiliring sll
3srba for the purpose of sending them to Lthe Aussian frunt,
fiovever, ‘hey flea and take refure in the fersste enc fields,
secsuse of that the "ungerisns ars parseguting snd Lorturing
thelyr fam‘lies in the wmost baztiel way, feoreins them to
ravesl the hiding pleces of the men fit for military sorvioe.

(3) Prom 'he ¢ nocentretion camp in Yesun the
fer=ans re se dirp a1l those sule for say kind of work to

The HBonorable
¥r. Cordell Hull o .

fparetar of Itale
Tash ngt¥n, D. Q.



Ade Ksle to fell the trees ir the woods, There they are
dying en masse for they receive only 60 grems of food per day.

In Servis, In the vieinity of (the nawe cof Lhe
rlace var imroasible to decode ond will De given luter) the
Uermens have concentrated a foree of about 7,000 men with 9
tenks of £0 toms, Among them sre 2,000 Cormens from Senat.
These trcops stir up incidents in order to be sble to claim
& protext for maas exeoution ¢f the population,

(4) In Serbia, in the provinee of Fopaonik,
twe to three divisions comjosed ¢! Germsne, Croatisms in German
uniforms snd HSulgeriane clesened out the provinces of Kopeconik,
e vell es the localities of 7el'lns and Gooa on Ostober a,
1942, At that time, they surned down end looted a2ll the
villages end killed a grest nusber of innocent pecple. The
vietims were thrown zlive inte & fire, «nd airls of 1§ yoars
of eze ware raped, On Kopsonik, in the villege of Erive feka
slone 600 men, women mnd children were killed. In the shurch
of that village 120 persons were burned to death. Corpses
which the Germans do nol oury lie sverywhere and are carried
away oy dogs and vultures,

Flease acoept, Mr. Secrctery, the assurances

of my highest consideration,
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COPY

ROYAL YUGOSLAV EMBASSY
WASHINGTON

General Mihallovich unceasingly continues to fight
agalnst the Germans and occupational forces. In western
Bosnia bloody fighting is being carried on against the
Croatian Ustashis, Germans and Italians. These foroes
are under the command of a young General Staff officer.
In all of Bosnla and Herzegovina General Mihailovich
carrlies out surprise attacks on towns, destroying the
garrisons of the occupational forces. Sabotage on the
rallroads 1s being carried out on a very large scale.
Because of that the Germans have made mass arrests in
Serbla and from the town of Milosevac alone have taken
600 hostages and brought them to Belgrade. In Jajinci
they dug up one grave for a thousand people. The
forces of General Mihailovich and not the Partisans,
tled down in Yugoslavia about 30 enemy divisions.
General Ler commander-in-chief in the Balkans declared
regently that they will starve the Serbilan people and
wipe them out with Stukas (dive bombers) because 90
percent of the population 1s supporting General Draza
Mihalilovich. The surprise attacks in Bosnia, attributed
to the Partisans, are in reality carried out by
Mihailovich's forcee. When retaking Foca, those foroces
wére under the personal command of his chi:f of opera-
tions, staff Major Ostojich; two thousand Croatian
Ustahls and ocoupational forces were annihilated, Gen-
eral Mihallovlich requested that news of these surprise.
attacks should not be made public. All statements to
the contrary are without any foundation and misleading,
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation

oot EZxecution by the Germs

Yugoslavia

PARTICIPANTS: . ssador of Yugoslav

Under Zecretary, Hr.

COPIES TO: =
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DATE: Qgtober 27

ns of hostages taken 1ln

ia, Mr. Constantin Fotltch;
Welles

1942

The Ambsssador of Yugoslavia celled to see me this

morning &t hls request.

The Ambassador lef®
with, regarding reports s
eral Mihailovich covering

with me & letter, attached here-
ent to hls Covernment by CGen-
the execution by the CGermans

of hostag es and other innnc-ntnfzopln token in Yugoslavia.

The letter requests that

the U ed 3tates CGovernment

publicly denounce these crimes and state that the

oriminals responaible for
Ambascador emphanized tha
that if this Oovernment 1

them will be punished. The
t his Covernment was convinced
ssued such a statement, many

innocent lives in Yugoslavia might be spared. I teld

the Ambassador that I wou

14 give lmmediate consideratlon

to this recuest, The Ambassador requested particularly

that if any statement wer
indication be given that

e issued by this Government, no
the reports received by the

United States hod gome from Oeneral Mihailovioh.

U3iBWIGES
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Oectober 27, 1942,
Mr. Secretary:

The Royal Yuposlav Jovernmsmt has been
{nrformad by Gensral Nrara Mlhsilovich that according
to the latest rejorts, Favelich's Ustasnis have axecuted
on the Z6th and 2Tth of August in the provipce of Srem
the follewing number of Sarbs: in “ewun 80; Ruma 103;
Vukovar 27; Sremske Esrlovel 16; Vinkoviel 12, In
Jarmina on the l4th of August 14 Se-bs were killed end
on the Z4th snother 67.

Osneral Mihallovich informs also that
subssguently 1,000 Serbs from the asme provines of Srem,
smong vhom were women snd children between tha spes of
12 mnd 17, have besn brou-ht te Vukovar, the ssst of
the provinee of Srem, There, after a mock trisl presided
oy & Judge named Breikovich, all of them wers sxecuted,

& apecial Einister of the Croat Covernment, former
Colonel Vistor Tuwigh, has de:lared thst Lhose axescutions
will merve ss an szsm;le for the pacification of Sram

end :11] be earried on regerdless of thelr number. Tumich

is responsible for these sxecutions,

The Horcrable o/ o
Mr. Cordell Hull

The 3Jearstary of State

Departwent of State

Wash ngton, D. C.
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On the 9th of this rmonth Genersl Mihailo-
vieh has informed the Govermnment in London by telegram
that the Germans have taken 600 hestages, sll from the
villege of Milosevac (Serbia) which has & total mals
population of only 1,915,

On the 13th of this month General kihailo-
vich informed the Government by telegrsm that the Com-
mender-in-Chief of the Ustashis has issued an order for
executing ancther 10,000 Serbs in &Srem,

I have bDeen directed, Mr, Secretary, by
my Government, to Deg the American Government to denounce
publiely those crimes and atroecities end to vive a state-
ment that all those oriminals responsible for them will
be ;unished with utmost severity, My Government is firmly
convinced that such a statement by the Ameriecan fovernment
may spare many innocent lives of Serbs in the so-called
Independent State of Crostia.

Please accept, Mr. Secretary, the assurances

of my highest considerstion.
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Ootober 27, 1942

Eu - Mr, Athertoni

I think such a egtatement as
that requested by the Yugoslav Gov=-
ernment should be issued. Plecse
have a draft prepared.

Please be sure that the re-
queet 1s complied with that the
source of the information, us com-
ing from General Mihallovich, should
not be divulged,
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lay 28, 1942

My dear lir. Minister:

With reference to the alde-mémoire which you
were good enough to leave with me on May 26 re-
lating to food supplles desired to be sent to
Yugoslav priscners of war in German prison camps
through the American Red Cross, the War Department
has today approved the shlpment of these food sup=
plles.

I am, also, informed by the Lend-Lease Ad-
ministration that there are no further obstacles
and that there 18 no reason why these supplliea
ahould not be shipped on the shlp which 18 due to
leave the United States on or about June & next.

With my kindest regards, belleve me

Yours very sincerely,

Sumnﬂr "HEJ-LE“

The Honorable |
Constantin Fotltch, e

. I CBy al
¥Minister of Yugoslavia. W:UHLKHP

il
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The Yugoslav Eirister presents
nie scmpliments to the Honorable thw Seoretery of Stute snd
ang the honor to stute thst on April ldé, 1942, the Yuroslav
Government submitted to the Lend-Lesse Adniniatratlion & re-
quisition for 300,000 pounds of dried soup or dry ecup con-
oentrete and £00 eontminers of escorbie nreid tablets, 500
tnblets per container, These food articles nre to be sent
to the Yuroelav priscners of war in Uerman ;risoners' camps
to smupplement thueir diet, It 1s intended for 150,000 of our
priscners of War,

Yhe Lend=leaae Adm niatraticn,
the e srtment of State, the Department of Agrisculture and
other United Ltetes povernmental Dodies have noted favorebly
in the metter, approving the delivery of the ssme to cur
priscners of wer., I am ndvised, houwever, thet thie roguisl-
tiop has been for somes days past In the ¥ar Department for
its sporoval and thet no wetiom in the salter wma Lanien pluoe
tn the Yar Department as yet,

Inesmuch &8 this matter is of
extremealy great importance Lecsuse it is intended Lhmt these
food srticles will help to keep alive 150,000 men, 1| nuve Lhe
nonor to reguest the Honorable the Seeretury of iterte to lend

his rood officcs sand help us securs n favoreble deolsion by

oo



FEFROOUCED FROM HOLDSHGS AT THE FRANRGN 0 ROCSEVELT LIBAARY

*he War Department ss well,

I am likerine informed that the
Ameriocan Hed Jross, thriugh wilah e eney these foeéd srticles sre
Lo be sent, expeets a Loat with which this focd sould be shi pped
vn or nbout June oth ef L 18 yesar, wnd tlet the Ueysrtment of
arrieultire, * ish I8 to secure tlese food srtisles soting es un
noent in the matter for the Land-lesns isin! strat ‘on, requires
Gt leost une week to orgurire tLhis foud for delivery. Coneseguent-
1y, the t'me sloment 18 of ‘mportunee Leceuse If we should not
wve tids fo.d resdy for the rext boet, 1t w..ld have to wait foy
# future atesmer, the dete of Lhwe arrival of wh'gh is unosertain,
1 will sdd that bta‘s food will Le pioked in rcoordsnce with the
specifiont ena of Lthe International 'ed Uross, wilen orguniszation
ms furnished ite assursnce L'wt . ese fod artialas »'11 be ilae-
tributed inder its ecntrol srnung our priscners of war,

The Yugoslsv Hin ster will Le vary
reateful to the Yonorasle the seratery of ‘tute for nis help

in thia veary =portant matter,e-

“HII'; ."Iﬂ'tf..rl'-' U'. {:.- ", sl-t.l. 19"'2.

The Honorenle

The Searstary of itste,
Rawn ingtor, D, C,
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April 1, 1942

Eu
¥Mr. Atherton:
For your information.I send

you the attached note left with
me by the Minlster ol Yugoslavia
this morning. I have glven
Norman Davis a copy of thls note
and have requested a memorandum
from him which I can use a3 a

pasis for a reply to the llinister.

U:SW: PRH

(d8m Jo sasuostad o3 pTE)
BTART UBWJION 01 AUSs ZHF=-T¢=-¢ JI9FETUTH AVISOODOA woaJ 230N
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April 1, 1p4g

Ferson

Dear Hormang

I am encloaling herewlth a copy of ths note which
the Minister ol Yuposlavia left with me thls morning
and which I mentioned when I was wlth you today.

I shall be grateful i you can let me have a
memorandum, in the nature of a reply to thils request,
which I can let the Minister Lavs.

Belleve me

Yours very alncerely,

Enclosure:
Kote from the Mlnle-
ter of Yugoslavia.

The Honorable
Horman Davia,
Chalrman, American fed Cross,
Washington, D.C,

s SW: PRHE
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March 31, 1942.

Mr. Secretaryi

Mey I be allowed once ore to draw your at-
tention to the problem of ald to our prisoners of war 80 im=-
portent to us and which may be brought to o successful solutiom
only by your personal lnterventlon.

According to the figures issued by the Inter-
pational Hed Cross Comaittes in Geneva thers are upproximately
214,500 prisoners of war of the Yugoslav iray out of winich
174,000 are in Germany and 40,500 in Ituly.

These prisoners of war are ohe of the greatest
coneerns of the fugoslav Governaent and due to the fact chat
Germany and Italy pretend that fugoslavia Juridically has ceased
to exlst, thus refusing to recognize the Yugoslav Gavernment
and the Yugoslav hed Cross, the only way opsn TO us to extend
reliaf to our wur prisoners is tnrougan the good atrices of the
American Hed Cross.

Thaniks to the wary affectlve collsborstion
we naove found with the American hed Cross we have baan able to
forwerd to our priscners of war o certaln nuzber of food gnc

of s

The Honorable

Mr, Sumner Welles,

Acting Secretary of State,
Vashington, I. C.
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elothing puciages. These packages s=nt by or torough the
channels of the American Fed Cross are practically the only
relief recelved by our priscners, The number ol packages sent
to the priscners, considering thelir total number, 1s minimel.
Thus, for the last ten sonths we have beer able to send only
B2,000 of these packunges. Put slthough minimel, this help had
a considerable moral effect i our jrisouners end it has contri-
puted to sustain their Fuith in the future ané to bolster their
morale as well o8 that of their familles in the honelund who
have lesrned of this help in diverse weyd.

However, for thne last three and one-half
nonths even this minisal relief his been stopped due to the
feet thet the shipping from this country to Lisbon snd farther
into Mediterranean ports has been discontinued. I know that the
suthorities of the Anerican hed Cross huve tried to devise new
means for transportation, thet the Internstlional hed Cross has
agreed to the new proposal and sven the Germans and the Itelians
have glven thelr consent to the Aeriecan Hed Cross to allow the
shipsents of the goods of the Fed Cross to reaci, unhampered,
the European ports. The difficulties now — if [ am well
informed =- seem to he only between the British shipping suthori-
tigs aznd the Swiss Covernment regarding the Swiss tonnage to =
allotted for this purpose. Although I recognize the complexity
of tnis problea, I sust express the view thut it is o8t
unfortin: te thst those sdministrative difficulties have nad the
aeffect to prevent any rellef to the prisoners of war for three
and one-half =onths.

ofe
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1 appeal to you, Mr. Secretary, to give your
consideration to this urgent problem and to help, in ways jyou
will find most appropriste, to bring 1t to & favoruble solutionm,
I think it is superfluous to insiat how laportant it is, both
for politiesl and moral reasons, to send soae halp to the pri-
soners of war, and the only aid which might be sent to thea 18
from this eountry. They haeve given their full share to tne com=on
atruggle; they sre prepared to do it in Lae future as their
g¢omrades, wno hove been sorw fortunste, are doing toduy in the
ranks of the army of Gemersl Drafa dibajlovié. They huve fulth
in the assurance of nelp whiech hes besn given so generausly by
this eountry, and gertainly they cannot underatand how & meére
ealoulatian of tunnsge ewn have the erfect to stop ultogether any
snipuents of relief for the prisoners of war.

Moy I add, Mr. Seeretery, thut we are &lso
econtributing hundreds of thousands of tons of =merchant shipping
which are at tne disposal of the United Hations end that 1t glves
us also the right to insist that a few hundred tons per monih be
uged Tfor the relief of our ;risoners of war.

Please accept, Mr. Seerstary, Lhe assurances

of my highest consideration.

CF/ax
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation

DATE:
February 4, 1042

SR RST tellef for starvinz ehlldran

in Selgrads
~ vuzoslav Minlster, Yr. Constantin Potlteh;
PARTICIPANTS: Prdor Sesretary, L. #elles
o
L3 Pl It
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e Yinleter of Yuspalavia called to see ;e today.

Ths “Inister asked very wrgesntly that thoe ‘merican
fed Crozs agzres bto parmit tho transfer of tha funds neces—
pers 1 opdep to uske 1t possibdle for thirty-flve thouwsand
dolinrg worth of zondensed millk to be sant Iross witiler=
1land feor the rellef of starving childiren in Nelcrade. The
¥Yinistor sald that the Swise Jovermment hed alreadr granted
authorization for the axport of this quantity of =milk. The
Hinister reainded me that “arble wos now growdsd with some
seven or s!ght thoussnd refugces and that the =ortallty
amonz the children there was dally lmereasing. le ea=
phaglzed the [aot that thess food aupplies would be coming




from a “uropsan country and not from outalde the huropean
arom. I told the vinister that I would be vers 1nd Lo

dlscuss thls uatter wlth the [ded Cross.

Jahrdan mﬂnmmrmmm‘
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