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Apr il 3 , 193.'S 

Di ned a t Constantino Brown 's to meet Roland ( apt) , the 

Dir ec t or or the Havas Agency , and Camillo LoMer ctor, tho now 

Americen r oprese ntat1 vo •ho b&s just boon two years ln Germany . 

He says that t he situa tion bas developed thoro to a point wher e 

·• e cannot expect re.tlonal action . Por yee.rs now, tho country has 

been taught tbot 1t has surrer ad ~ora 1n tho laet twelve years of 

peace than it did during the war; tbot Germany did not l ose the 

war l n .e military ·•ay , but was stabbed In the bacl< or its Socu.Us t s 

a nd Jaws ; that with six and one- halr mi llion o r ric18lly unempl oyed 

and a c tually eight million out or worK , there ls a vast propor tion 

of the populati on ·6h1oh ht~s notMng to lose and would go p;l&dl,r 

1nto any adventur e ; that in add ition to these e i ght million , t her e 

a r e mi llions ~ore of the small shopkeeper class , which, wh i le re ­

taining their shops , ere not earn}ng enough to keep body and soul 

toget her ; that the Jnflation r uined the m1ddl6 ol3ss and des t r oyed 

so many homes that the grea t cons ervat lvo for ce or tbo family tie 

haa now been • eakened to the sn-pp1ng poin t; that rearmament 1n 

Oormany has actual l y begun and that one ot the surest symptoms 

1a the rise in the va~ue ot munlttons stocks or allied industrial 

stocks on the Ger man exchange since last Febru&ry ; th&t airpl a ne 

factories are working on thr ee sh ifts a day , e t c . , etc. He says 

that Oerm.a.ny 19 convlnced that i n case ot trouble , England woul d , 

at e ve r y cost , remain neutr al and that Prance woulrl not march to 

the as sistance or Poland . I n cas e o r war, the Germans would 

mar ch aa one man , but 1r thJngs should go wrong and revolution 

should break out ln Germany , tt would be of • brutality the like 

or which the wor ld baa never seen . It the CommuniSts sho,•ld get 

the upper hand over the Nazis , they would shoot them down on the 

atreet cor ner s ltke dogs . The p i ctur e wos scercely reassuring . 



April 4, 1933 

A telegram ln rrom Norman Davls saying that he was anxtous 

to go to Berlln at the end or the week , but could sttll put 1t 

orr i f we had any objections . My reeling was that with Germany 

hold\ng tho koy to tho disarmament slt~atlon, Norman Oavt o •s 

visit there was eaaentlol . On the other hand , I r ecogni :ed tho 

embarrassment that mi ght be caused owing to the Jewish s1tunt1on. 

I therefore prepar ed a memorandu= listing tha pros and the eons 

a a follows : 

Reasons in ravor of 
ar. biv\si trip 
to Berlin 

l. Germany holds the key to 
disarmament , and to the 
political problema in­
volved in tre•ty revision. 

2 . Hor position has been one or 
aggrav~tton and threat. 

3 . Mr . Dav ie , as a d isinterested 
outs ider , might well be able 
to exert a qui e ting ln­
rluenee, and discouroge any 
action ·•hieh might pl"e­
cipitate a crisis . 

~ . As Mr . Davia h's never yet 
v isi t Berlin , there have 
boon sign3 of ~osentment , 
which may bo accentuated 
l f he now decl ines von 
Neurath 'B 1nv1tat1on. and 
tnua d1mJn1Sh his eventual 
1nrlueneo. 

Reasons agains t 

1. Hls visit would be 
generally construed 
as bearing upon the 
Jewish situation . 

2 . It would be difrtcu l t 
ror him to a void dis­
cussing th e problem , 
with possi ble embar­
rassment ei ther in 
this country, in 
Germ&Of t or both . 

3 . I t might not be ad­
visable f or a special 
r epresentative or 
P~esident Roosevelt 
to be ent e r tained by 
the present Oerman 
Government . 

4. It seems doubtful whether 
von Neurath will re­
main long as Foreign 
1Un1ster . 



8111 Ph1lltps sent thta ower to tho White Rouse Yltb bls pe rsonal 

reoo.mondatson that Oavta &1•• up the trip . Late 1n the artor· 

noon, however , a memorandua ca~e ~ok 1n t~e President's own hand~ 

•~ltlng to tbe ettect tbat tn. t rportonoo ot a •ltlt to Ber l in 

outweighed tbe Jo•lth pro~1 ... but that Davis and the Dapart .. nt 

muat both ~ke lt clear that durSna h la vlslt be would dtscuta 

nothing but Dl sa~ament .~ tho ioonoalo Confer ence dates . 

Mr. Hyman , tbe Director or the Jowtah Joint Dlatri~u tion 

Committee , c&mo down to ••• Bill Ph1111pa, to 5how hi~ the tele­

g r ams they had received from thel ~ orgAnl&etlon abr oad , whlch 
not 

gave/only a picture or tho a1tuatlon ln Germany , but outlined 

pr oapoctl C'or roller . Hit lnrorm&tlon colncldee with oura to 

the effect that wPl l o the brutal , violent atage must have paaaod , 

• • • oro at tbo beg-tn.nl.ng or a lon& tor:a campaign or pe rsecution , 

par ticularly &tteetJng U'.o protoaal onal classes . l!'r . Pit lltpa 

agreed that the outlook • •• 11\do.d O&lnous . Later en , Jlr. liJ'U.D 

ea:o u~statrs and spent a balt hour or ao •tth ~e , &1•ina me aore 

details . Be told ~• tb•t th1Sr Dlrector had had to leave Berli n 

and ••• now tn Parle, k~ thet lt wo' 1~ be necessary to tranater 

their headquarters . Re hinted , wSthout actually ask ing, that 

•poclal raelllttea be given them 1n the way or the use of tho 

pouch , the Government ctphe~ for their communtcattons , e tc. J 

tol d him that ttlia "ould obvlou111 oau ae groat e.mbarresament and 

~1 ght aubject our Smbaaa y to auaplcton rrom the German authorltlea . 

He satd he understood and would not proal unleas things grew woraa . 

He tbon went on to explain that thera war e two groups or J•••• 
one ad•oeat lng proteat, e.aa r.eetlna- , retallatlco , ete., tbe 

other (to Wbleh he b•lons•d) d•atrsna to sott- pedal rorotgn r e­

aent•ent unless organl&od by Oentllea as 1 purely h~•oltari.n 



meaaure. Just borore leav1ng , he aaked tr I could tell h1m or 

the nature ot the report• fro~ our ~Qaaay !n Berlin . 1 told 

hS• that I could I'I'Ot do that , but that he could be aeaured that 

the Oepart~ont wo1 watoh Lng the t1tuat.jon both Sn Stl immolate 

phatet and ln Sta long term potonL!alitlea clotelJ and tympathttieally . 

At halt pitt tlve 1 went o•or to tho Baoons• ror a goodb7e 

tea tor tho Claudels, at whJoh they wore glvon a silver urn from 

f1tt• •aabl"~ton rrlenda wlth all our slgna~ures engraved. Re­

turned to the Oepare.ont , as th• Praa1dont'a ~osaage about Oa•t•• 

~rip waa not rorthcomtna untll nearlJ seven o ' clock . Pound a 

telogra. from George Gordon aaytna that the boJeott ••• called 

ott , but th•t Neurath ••• atlll an~loua ror u1 to ltaue eome tort 

or a at~te~ent, Gordon went on to the erreot that thla would 1m· 

provo h1a poaltlon and thut atrenathen tho f orces ot moderation . 

I • •• very ~uch agelnat thla on two grounds . In tho flrat place . 

there waa oo lon~•r any exaggeroted agitation on whioh to h1toh 

1t, and the attitude or tne German Oovernaen~ to•&rd tho Jewa does 

not 1et sea~ to have r'lented enough to warrant booatlng them tn 

a public atato~ent . In the aecond place . I query the advlsabll1ty 

or taktns act ion to =atntain • eoderate ~~~ter when the tide 11 

running agalnat him . At best lt deters ~etters • rew weeks, and 

the au. total 11 resftnt~ent on the part or the ~lnlatera who 

even~ually core ln . I na•e seen this e&nJ tJ.es Jn the last rear 

or two when we bave trJed to uphold the handa of Bruening , 

Herrlot, etc., and it haa na~er worked. Mr. HUll. whom I sew tor 

a tew ainutes a~ ?:15 , &&reed wtth thla point o~ •lew. I .. told 

that the President ta reeling so ttlrred up ebou~ the way thtngt 



ar e developing in Germany that he is in no hurry to appoint an 

Ambass ador ther e at the present time . I was also told t hat they 

had sent Prittwitz a very brutal telegr am a day or two ago , tell ­

ing hi m t o hurry his departure and not wait on the manne r of his 

going. He has accordingly changed all his plans and will be of f 

in a week . 



May 11 , 1933 

The German situation is rapirlly going from bad to worse . 

In the Disarmament Conference t here is a complete deadlock with 

Ge'!'many unwilling to recede from her position . Von Neurath , here­

tofore a"•ong the more moderates , has wrl tten an artl cle cat egori­

cally stating that Germany must rearm . Lord Hailsham , in the 

Rouse of Lords , has warned Germany that if she persists i n t h i s 

way, sanctions will have to be applied . Internal ly there is one 

aggravation of t he situation aft er the other; the bonfire , the 

Jewi sh d isinheritance rules , etc . Financially •.•e are at odds wi th 

them over the idee of transfer moratoria , etc ., and they in turn 

are blocki ng the acceptance of our tariff truce a f ter it had passed 

the French and British hurdles . They have gone mad with a vengeance . 

Mr . Just i ce Brandeis asked t he Sec retary if he could come up 

to see h im last n i ght and proceeded to inveigh against the Admin­

istration for not comi ng out stronglv on behalf or the Jews . The 

Secretary tried to point out t ha t his whole policv was d irected 

at easing the situation for t he Jews i~ Germany as much as possible , 

bu t the Justice apparent l y brushed this consideration aside and 

sa id tha t what he was interested i n was the Uni t ed States coming 

out fo r its great traditi onal ideas or asylum agains t persecution , 

etc . , e tc . ije quite convinced t he Secretary, but if his idea is 

carried out and the Presi dent , following t he example of Sir John 

Simon and o t hers , makes a strong Anti-German speech, it would just 

be the last s baw in ou~ present strained relations and might pro­

voke I do not know 'Nhat complications . 



May 12 , 1933 

Lunched with Colonel Watson , late Military Attach~ , at 

Brussels . Returned to the Depar t ment to hear of the goodbye talk 

of Schacht with Bill Phillips . The former again proceeded to 

have one of his tantrums , walking up and d own the room until he 

got red in t he face , accusing us of g i ving aid and encour agement 

to the French in their exorbitant demands , and or closing ou r eyes 

to the national demands of 65 , 000 , 000 people , etc . He said that 

all he asked us was to keep hands off and let France and Germany 

settle their own trouble , but that 1f t he world proceeded to hold 

Germany do\m there would be a smash . Making all allowances for 

the fac t that his vis it had been one of excep tional difficulty 

and that he has been spoken to in no uncertain terms by everybody 

concerning the policy o f disaster which Germany is following , he 

has shown himself so unbending and domineeri ng that there will be 

universal r elief when he departs . With Schacht in Washington 

and Rosenber g in London receiving home truths from the Ameri can 

and British Governments , and with Italv giving them less and less 

support at Geneva , the isolation of Germany is virtually complete . 



Octobor 18 ,19~~ 

Mr. Catr &•ked :o to eo~• down to a con ference he • •• having 

wlth Bernard Ridder or tho St aata~eltung protesting aaalnat Na&l 

propaganda ln the Onlted Statea . He was a aott apokt n, mild 

mannered l ~l•ldual, not at all t~ truculent t ort that I had 

p lctur~ trom the d&VI or the War when t ho Staatszeltung t~plfled 

tor ae •••~Jthlns that • •• untortunat. . Be~ at a tTPlcal d tacendant 

or tho Liberal Oer~n• or 1848 , 11 dltt ros~ed bevond measure at 

e~entt ln GermanJ and •ore partt cularlv the tffortt ot the Nach 

to sew discord into the German.Amerlcan aocletles In t hla c ountry . 

Tbe "'''' hewe sent over one Spanknotbel, a youngster of 27 but 

a spell-b1ndtna orator, to run their propaganda here . He clal&3 

Spanknoebol ahowed hlm credentials from Goebbela on tho strength 

ot which Spanknoabol orda~ t he Staataze1tung to adopt such and 

auch pol1e!ea , as a result o r which he wat politely ej ected on 

to the etreet. Thereupon. he ata~ted to work through the Oo~n 

eoc1et1os end bv clever maneuver\ng t ucceeded in getti ng co~lete 

control , expelling the Jews, etc . The usual tact1CI ere to take 

the three or rour key •en ~o have relatt ••• \n Gercany and 

threaten the~, it the bidding or the Na&ta 11 n¢ done , rep~!aals 

will be taken upon their Corman ktn . By tnterwtews wttb the De­

partment Of Labor theT bAd dlacovered that IO~e ot these aglt&tors 

were over-stavtns theSr pe~tta and were subject to deporta~Son . 

A search •as bo1ng made through war-time statvtea to 100 whether 

there •• , any poastb111t• or auppreaalng thil tYpe or tntl~etory 

pr opeganda . l had a teellng tbatA.t would be Juat a t well H the 

Secreta r y would ask Luther pointblank whe ther Spanknoebel d1d 

ha• o credential• tro• Ooebbela , the an••er to be stored •••1 tor 

t uture Cont1~geno lea . 



l 

Wncb~ at tbe French Eh:ba.asy. The .... beasador satd that be 

had ~een 1nx1oue to COQ8 to the Dep~rtment to talk o•or matter• 

relattna to GeMranr'• wt thttrawal rrc:a the LAaguo and the 01atrii4B-

ment Conreroneo, but had ~tn ~oo •ueb arratd that t he preaa 

would ~agntry the import or his ctll out or reason and cause em-

• Mrr-ats-:.ent . Be aattt t.hat personally he understood the American 

poettlon clearly and had telegra~hod to hia Oovernmtnt to the 

tollowtng errect: (1) that the A•trlcan Government end people 

were a unit 1n pursuing the tradltlonal pollo' or no t ntanslt­

monts ; (2) that thoro waa o strong ont1-llaz1 sentiment C'osterod 

not only by the jewa but by the old-tashlonod German ArArloant; 

(~) that the Government dld aee eye to eye wltb the Brlt1sb and 

Pronch on technical mattera or d1tereament end that thor e Wll no 

reason to aup;:.oae that t.1'\et""• wo•· ll! be any change ln th1a attitude . 

He then remarked that he had read with aur prlao a despotch 
in 

t roo Berlin appeari ng/tho MEW yoqK Tl~ to tho effect that 

Chancellor U1tler had susaeated to Alnbessador Dodd that the 

United States olght orrer ita servtoes as ~edletor between the 

Prench and t ho Oa""n.a . He asked wbttber l t was true and •hetber 

the Amba•aador es reported was •opt1mUtlc" . 1 told hllll that eo 

t&r as I knew there was no truth 1n this etor7 : that. Chancellor 

Hitler hid declal~ed Cor •~• t t.e on the dtrrtcultlaa and wrongs 

au.rror ed by Germany but gave every lndtcat.Son that. he wa:s not 

lntarestt4 tn war. 

The Ambasssdor expretaed bimeelf es verv .uoh tn doubt •• 

t o wbat could be done to petoh up the dlaa~~•nt !~11ae . He 

aeld that the French, so tar •• he lrnaw, ••r• goSn.s, t o leave tt'e 

next 1t..ova up to Germany ; that ln hh optnion t.he Oermane could 



not be expected t o modif y their position in any \vay before 

No vember 12 , if then ; that meanwhile the Conference was to meet 

on October 26 and he could not see what could be done at that 

time . Premier Daladier ' s political position he felt now to be 

reasonably secure . He had been afraid that Mr . Davis ' statement 

would have a bad reception in the French press . He r ecognized 

t hat i t was the mis interpretations of the French opposition 

pres s which had caused such a message , bu t none the less was 

r elieved not to hear of any outburst or charge of desertion 

coming from the mor e irresponsible French quarters . After all , 

he said , as long as America maintains its unitv of views with 

France and Bri tain on armament matters , that is all t hat can be 

asked . 
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