


January 5 , 1938 

LUnched \'lith tho nun~ILria"' ~!ifl! stet' . The cotweraation ranged 

ovor a wtdo variet-y ot topics. .'/ith regard to coM 1tlons in Hunga17 

~r. Pel&nyi st•ted that the efforts of t 'ne Gorman authorttloa to 

encourage Nazi propasanda ·•ere seriously disturbing to the Govern­

ment. He thou~ht that t he recent visit of the ~ungar1an Poretgn 

~liniater to Barlin was in part motivated by a dolire to clear up 

this e1tuat1on . He t ound, oowover, tbst the new p9rty organization 

1~ the Poreign Orttce was hi ghly o~barraaatng to Von Neuratht and 

tho.t the latter was .not s ucceeding anv too well in controlling tt . 

The ttungarians have alwa"VS kept 1n pretty close touch wttb 

what ls going on tn Germany and, desp i te r w:ora that •ro cu.rront 

to the effect that Pa~ty inf luence is increasing tn the Army, and 

that t h e 1ntluenca of t he old lin& Genera ls ia corres pondingly 

d im1n U '11ng, t h e best :iun•; a.rian op inion i s t hat, f o r t he mo:nent at 

least, dhclpl i-ne has neve~ been atrcnge~ and t nat t hh i s a •orry 

for the future , not Cor the p r es ent. He said thst t be Army had ~ora 

power todav than over before , an~ t~at 1t bad about reached th o 

point where it n~ l onger needed tbe Party; if at any time the Party 

s hould try to force the hands of t f o Ar:ny , he believed it not 1m­

poasi'ole t hat t h e Army wou ld "have matters out . '' 

He t hought it would be o long t ime before the Rumanian situa­

tion clarified itself. He said •;re h eard a lot about the sufferings 

ot the Je•.vs 1•' Rutltania , but ll& thought these were leas than t h e 

sufferings of the Hungarian minority. He said that HUngary had 

suoceaetully persuaded, first Czechoslovakia, and secondly yUgo­

slavia, to t reat the iVWngn~lan m1nor1t1ea in a reasonably humane 

manner. but that the• had been able to get nowhere with Rumania. 

.. 
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As to the r,enernl 3urol)ear sit•;ati on he .vas gr oN!n; more 

yess1T-1stic unless l':n ;lan~ nn-1 Germe...,·• 'o••osl>ow or oth•w SPcceeded 

ln bur·• i n&; ~ ·~ 'atc'•et , r r cct•rse t .e pr ice 11ould be some colonial 

cotrpensation . 'Je t•'ou:ht ~. '"t r. 10 influence of ll'le League of Nations 

woul<l steedil•r decline as "ro1' th' s ti '"O forth ; despi t e efforts to 

tnR CO'ltra r •r t he Leagua .10' 11'1 inevl te.bl ··· becolf.e wor e and ' ore de­

voted to t'"le idea of or eserv l n., the status '-(UO , He was reoch per ­

;> lexed In t r r{"''; to BN\lyse Br itish pol~cv eve r si nce t no close o f 

the :ler, but !)articula,.l • dur ·i nfl t· •e l)as t fcur or fi.•Jo 1ea r s . 



l'a rch 31 , 1038 

••~ttn~ 1" Surne • 2ell•• ' orrtCt t~Ss artt~noo" to ~eal with 

t.,e ret"Hgte eltUiltt '" · l"l1t l- r t i J-ie t do~• not lUte tr1t \dea of 

t r oc ood1nt• tl'lr 0\1 ~h thO lf'tOr'lll'.i('ll'lll L.abor Orr soe , l T'UStlld he do -

l ires t<o aet uo a Coer21ttee ad 'loc . d•ap tte the fact t.' at ther e t.re 

alreftd• thre~ 'nttrnatlo~al orv.*rizatl na dealln4 wttn tn• sa=o 

problet~~ . 1:o ,.oea t\l''t tne RIIUI'!Iption t.· 'lt w~u•t f'IOt ror~at our 

~ro&t tradlt1on or btt~~ t • ho 0 or th• ex ile -~~ tn~ utc,st , ~t 

he r ecor;ntzea th•t 'E~C O"'tnt.or an'!! C<":"'t;rotsl ·na.l se:"Jttr-.4nt ere 

A!1Gtlat tttv r.,lR~atJon o!' ex.tstt.,c;, reat r'Jcti c,.a . ..hat ne Ilea in ,trn.t 

or thll! I•t.11"1- Af'I"U'lo·., R"'-11M\,..$ t:o accept so~"~e t'"l,.,vtlanlta or Austr ian 

rerugoos iu~tns t~~ preset~t e-er genc• ; (3) and •• • lo"r tena 

proposition ro look tn t o tne 4ueatlc" or t r a ve l docuoenta , legal 

habtll tles , etc . fhe 1i rrteult•t Wftl tha t he Wt,.,tod t o be 

r~~ae~tei t~n e i~~ail~d ~l•" before e lert tor the South to~r· 

row afternoon . Aft'-' r e nsacneslon betwe"n ttr . ~·~aaeramtth , .. r . 

1n~ cone\t~tSons : 

( o) th" t neo S<worth snoult:~ ~ive a lo~o.l op1nton upon .vhethnr 

t'le Austrian .J.Uota e!ln 'o• be ahaorbed into thf!o Oe~.an 

av~llable to ~ustr1~~ft : 

bt wll1Jr-1t to "F~o1nt e "'1!'\Jgee co""etastorer w.,o "fffHl re t 

wllh a PriJR\•lenttal ttp"~O\I'Iteo tn ~to over t..nla wr,olo altut~tl n: 



(c) t o a sce r te i n thAt th <~ various wel!'a :-e r;rot·.;-s in . ew 

York would cooper~t e wt t :, the j~~i viduAl Nhom t hP F~esi~ent 

has in ni~~ to name , 7HA ; 

(d) t o conside r the natur A or uubli c onpeal thot tne Fresi­

dent mi ~h t "!lake . 



March 22 , Hl38 

Sumner ielles sent fo r :r.P uod asl~ed me t.o raft i" connection 

'lith the Fresident • s i deo or enco•raf!;irg (l humanitarian ati"OS ~here 

tO\'!arC. At•s tr1 'l.n 11no German rert gees . tt 1 s now de_Fende"'~t upon sup-

p ort frorr ot'l1er f C'rej ~n 'OV"' rnmel"'tS "!"'1ch T t ~1 1 nk Will be "OS t 

r;rudf,in~lv ... :lven if at ell bv th~ Eurooee.n countrjes to whom 'liP 

appeal . The Lat 1 n A.'llericans -:av :;ell c ome tnrou..;;h but t , e experience 

of ecuador Yt'1' c 11 admitted " t 1ousa"d Jews a few vears e .. -o and then 

turned so~ew• Rt a nti - semitic because thev promptly outdistanced 

t11e natives 1 n bus t r ess a curr.en is scarcel" reassuri:'lg . No , in 
--------~ 

mv op in:l 0" \'le 011 r'·, t; +,o c oncentrste Ol" a ll'Uch l onp;er term oolicv 

and i n ves ~ 13ate ":>laces 11 ke ·ada ::;as car an-i o t -.e rs .vl->1 c'l coull i old 

a vast armv of new i~mi~ronts . 



1\pril 5 , 1938 

!le •.vorve<l for t he 111ost part tc-dav on ' / 'lttil" '; i n t heir final 

form t :1e texts of t · A ' Otes to Gerr.1an~r acceptin6 de facto t h e 

absorptio11 or A us tria . 1'h i s rec.t ,1 red 11ot O'll 'f a lot of last 

minute initial1"'g but consultRt~vn .~ith r'cDermo tt A.S t'> '1Ublic1t~r , 

etc . Tr1e note s went ot t, to Serlin ~n t r e evenjng . r also p re ­

:>ared a press st~ten-9r, t; L'o1• a ttribt.J.ti on br:!nr; i r.; ou t t oe ; oints 

that ,.,e ·ta'1ted 0 ''"i1asized , notablv t '1e i ll''!')Ortance b0th to i ··divjduals 

0.'1d compan jes t'l ''e"lp n ry rope r l•r functionin q orfice in V'ienna as 

•:1ell as the '1eed of an ace'' ~qte , fa;,.. an~ humane ca.rr ·'i nq; out of 

our immigration lav1s . 



April 29, 1938 

After a Cabinet meeting Sumner Welles sent for me and told 

me that the President had approved our recommendat ion to agree to 

set the size of capital ships a t 45 , 000 tons, and asked me to 

start the preparation of t he necessary instructions to our negotia-

t ors i n London. We also discussed at some length the attacks on 

American citizens in Vienna, of which there have been two or three 

which were marked by considerable brutality. He doubted if we had 

done enough, but had overlooked the telegram dir ecting Wilson to 

make most formal representations to Ri bbentrop in addition to 

having Geist take up the mat ter through the GESTAPO. He continued 

in a s omewhat critical vein of Hugh Wilson's dilatoriness i n send­

ing an analysis of the recent Goering decrees threatening the 

confiscation of German-owned property of American Jews . 



... ,. 5, 1938 

Allen Dulles called up with regard to tho Gorman law 

threatening to seize the property of Jews whether American or Ger­

man. Be wanted to know just what we were doing. I told him (1) 

that we were making inquiries to clear up certain ambiguities and 

t ry to determine German practice. (2) That we were studying the 

Decree in relation to our treaty rigbta. (3) That we were con­

sidering a very strong protest to Berlin but that all these things 

could not be dona in a day or even a week. Conference in the 

Secretary's office with Messersmith, Lamar Hardy and others on 

a German question. It was was te time aa the object or discussion 

was soon found not to exist owing to a misunderstanding and con­

tusion of names . 

Bill Stone of the Foreign Policy Association dropped in to 

give me the capitol gossip regardi ng the Nye Resolution. Re said 

that while most Senators favored the Resolution they only favored 

it if they could do so without a record vote being taken. They 

would be moat loathe t o go on record, given the strong tea 1ng 

pro and con existing i n their constituencies. He also said that 

Senator Nye was on a hot spot sa he was afraid that an attempt 

might be made to extend his Resolution to include a reexamination 

or our entiro neutrality policy, which was the last thing he wanted 

to do . Be said that he had not been able to locate the Senator 

who gave the NEW YORK TIMES the false lead pursued in this morning ' s 

issue, intimating that the President and Mr. Hull were in favor 

ot the Resolution but he absolved Senator Pittman from double­

dealing. 

Mr. Coemell1 then asked me about the Nye Resolution with 

regard to raising the embargo in Spain. I told him t hat or course 



he knew t hat there had been strong pressure on the State Depart­

ment to lift the embargo . We had poi~ ed out that there were two 

resolutions dealing wi th the embargo , the one of January 8 wh ich 

was mandatory and the subsequent one of May 1 which was discre-

tionary. The mandatory one, however, had never been repealed, and 

the argument that the May Resolution had repealed it by implica­
tion 

/was one which had never been favored by our courts . The advocates 

of repealing the embargo had therefore transferred their activities 

to Congress and t he Nye Resolution was the result. He asked whether 

I thought it would pass, to Which I replied that I thought it 

would develop into a serious political fight . He asked whether 

it would bring into play the whole question of ou r natrality acts 

or whether it would be fought out on the Spanish issue alone. I 

told him that the House Committee on Foreign Affairs had declined 

to hold bearings on the general neutrality policy this session, 

as it was very late in the year to introduce a new controvers ial 

subject. However , the situation was still far from clear as the 

Nye Resolution was only introduced two davs ago and the Secretary 

of State had not as yet even commented on i t to the Committee on 

Foreign Relations . Mr. Cosmelli thanked me for thi s information 

which , he said, about confirmed the opinions he had already formed . 



11&1 11, lg38 

TWo da)'a a go we pre aontad at Serlin a very sM_rp note or 

proteat agatnat tho Oo~an dtorae requlrln& Jewa, whether German 

or toretgn, to declare their holdings tn Otraany, • bJoh algbt 

tbtncerorth be utecl •tn bar.ony wt th the requlr-eeenta of Oeraan 

econom~", and ae~ing atsuranooa that the decree would not be 

applied agalntt A•arlc~. t felt at the t ime that while there 

• •• little cbanot or Otr.&QJ't accedtn& to our po~nt or vtaw what 

cba.noa there • •• would be ruined lt" the note were made public . 

Hugh 'Nilson e.rgued in tho a-.me votn, -po1nt1n~ out thu. tt • •• one 

ot tboat aeaaurot ad•ocattd b7 the Ha~l P&rtJ but deprecated by 

Go•erJWent aer'f&nte, and that • • should be oaratul to a trengtbon 

the needs ot the latter . But avon Woer.ann to whom be presented 

the note made it clot~~r t hat lnaeii!Uch aa the decree applied. to 

Jewa ot all nattonalltlea , • • could not clal• d1acr1m1nat1on as-1n1t 

ua, and rejected our clata that lt was a br.aoh ot our JR3 caa­

morclal agree=ent. This morning the WEf YORK TIMBS carried t~ 

whole 1torr under a Serlin date line giving not only an accurat e 

account ot the po1nta we bad .. de ln our nota but an aquall7 

accurate account ot the pointe Woeraann bad .. de in bJa taik with 

Bugb Wllaon . In the eireuzstances we had no option but to publith 

the text, ~ich, co•lng on top or the haliua reruaal will not 1m­

pro•• matters. tn the third place , t be Dlatrtct AttorneJ ln lew 

Yo~k Who bas unco•arod a large •oale Ge~n eaptonage plot, tele­

phoned that hll key wttneaa had disappeared by atowing awa~ on 

the BRBXKN . The pointe tnvol•a4 were purely legal but l waa ~7 

with Hackworth and Baker t or nearly an hour batore thtJ ware able 

to replJ to Hew York. 



To cap the climax the Left Wing group who are opposing us 

on the Spanish embargo have changed their tactics and instead of 

attacking individuals in the Department have been spreading rumors -of grave disharmony between the Secretary and Sumner Welles. There - _.,. ... .., ... _ . ..,_ 
has been a r egular whispering campaign that the Secretary might 

resign because or disapproval of certain measures taken in his 

absence . It is all part of a scheme to undermine his influence 

at this particular moment, but reached such proportions that the 

Secretary finally felt he imd to issue a public denial, branding 

the reports as fantastic. 
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Cotobor l ·~ 2, 1930 

-t.v~~t:rtor or ton, Jt"h!ch ou t a•.ort rw ueval lote a leap • •• the -
ll res1dent had as\ted Swtm"'!r to apealt ove!" the radlo ~OJ'IdUJ e1'en lnn 

cu.,d :;.t ve • re='ort to t 1·e public o !' lest weolr'• cr111a, .. Sth 

f Articular l"'lt"erenct to AI":Ot"1ca1 1 role . Sut!.,.,er •es e:~h·t; tc: d!ctu.te 

t • e speech 1n t~to morn11'1.l end wanted rte t o bring oll d"cwuent a au 

well as m,o O'nl e!:lronolo&J. 

Ria me t h011 or ~1ctat1o·, •1'\ttreated r"t . lte tbought throur,;h 

ln a.dvonoo eve r v se.,tence - not onlv fi.S to aubatf\nce lwt ~ta to 

ro·tj s1or. t'toon t Le ;:ooS n t o r vJa.t o r S'flltU or tt t le . ?urtb or , be 

WtS :! OSt 0p0n tO SU&SOition . iihon he h ad f1nh'nod &boU.t 8 (lU8t"tOr 

or one •• we1't l f" tO t n.• Secrete rv • a roott'l ul'd t"eed 1t t c. tbo 

Sec~atar• , J~ Dunn, Herbert rota e~ Paokworth , 7ho were &lthtred 

there . Each ens "'\t.d hla p et ache'"le Md Herbert Feh hll pe t 

ht\tr&d , 'out or" t~e vl'Olfl lJ l a rtrart WA!!I p l'l.aa el1 '.'li th T"Ot ,.·ore then 

three or rour s~ll charces . 

~ne Czech ~inlster took C6 lllde • d ta l~ ed 1n to~•· or the 

u tmost b1tternoss - I"'Ot tlltt T blll.mo rlbl C\.rr 1a c ount r y waa 

abandof'e~ b,. ttl trte~a • ..,.rl l e t t t c l"'al'e t ,.. 'burden or t he . sae-r1· 

ho wJ ll probabl y ~egre t hovi~g osven vole• to. 

He ••14 that ~· • a nted t n co 1e ~d see tho Sec~etarr tOEorrow 

0'1 two po1nte : (1) tO Alk h j & approval Of I l hOrt lt&tlmf!nt b e 

•S•he a t o 112ue he re tO'"lorro• adl'lreaaed both to Cz.echa in AJ,.oC'SCI 

and to ~orScana in s eneral. fle ~~~ pla n~ed to broadc1at but t~e 

. . . 



.......... --.......... . -\IINIW 

broadoaet.i~~ coepany au.sguted .that t >!a woo·ld bo a mla ta.ke, oot­

·ns &lage411' 0'1 t tle ad'ttca or • .._1 .ner upa• . 'r'h_te the !!Snlatar 

terwed ce~~rthlp . 

l'h.e second t ub_\act tlu~t. .,. wl e .. &'J to~ e-"• up o tt.b tbf' Seer-•· 

ta!'7 waa t -o call at~tnt10" to t tt" f' l1 'flt o r t he hundreds or 

thousands or non-Caecha, neeal Y antt-Pa&t Oerw.ans ~ Jews who 

•·ere Clednts, f'ro~:t~ Su.~etenlancS aeekln,r; refuge 1, fraha.. C1ecr.oaloe.kSa , 

'tul.vJ ng Celt itself bttl'a~ted bof t tl trS•""•• wonl-l never a gain aa\1 

nnyone for polit!cAl bslp , but aa t b$ had been waecr1t1ced b~ 

othera" she felt t hat uu taSde help should at least be g tant Ad 

h~r to take care or theae rotu.ge11 . In " -,urely humo.niterial"' 

tpirit he ?loped thD.t ":.Yt wo·.•ld do t ol'l"ot 'nl••r. u a Ooverum.ent in 
to 

t "tlS res-pect a•'<! ·.-as j Oint; .-.o epea!, 1)othfthe Secret~:!"!' ant1 to th• 

frestde~t !~ t~1a rega~ . 

~ .. 
' 



October 12 , 1938 

o-r1zon llke a S't&11 cloud, .;ro-.r un'll 1 t occu.,tes al oat. t ho 

ontt-re s~ or ~~art~~ntal ertort a~ the~ Is d r1ven ~-radua ll1 

At preso"t t ao cloud St Ptltat~~ • • The B~1ttah ere allo;ed to 

be co~s1der1n& a change 1n the ~•~a te t n order to ~ako peace wltb 

t .. o Arabs . In f)erttculo.r St Sa tllo"od t hat thev e..re go!ns to 

agree to t t10 Arab de~t~an<1 t o ahut Ao.vn on Je\fo'Uh 1mmt r .. rrat1on . 

Americ an .lewrv oaa sprung to orTr.a . 6 , 0('1('1 telograr::s do,.,andlns: that 

we atop the St-1 ttsh reochtd the DopartJrAt~t tn 24 hour s . Over .­

hun'1red l'!UV'I'oor s or t' ,e i!?\liO and $"'JN\U oav., 'Ohled tho werpil.th . 

Personal tr1o~ds a~e wr1tt~~ l~ ttera to t he Frestdont o~d tro 

3ecretary. 

?ortur~tOlT f•l~at·~e falll 1 ~ t 10 t ear bs&tsr~ )1~111011 Rnd 

they ~t car~ t~~ burd~~. ~avert ole11, th• Secr9tur~ asked 

Jt~ and mvs~lr t~ ''t • n w"\1~ •~ ~~1~ c•~r th~ bP.st wa~a ftn~ 

!':le#lne . The l'3gal pos1t1"~ ~~ el,tr. ";e '"'ve' !'"l !;llt tt> '-•"• our 

v18\t'ft \f"own t o th• SrS thn but e.v• f'lot"''A""S to aay aa to thoSr 

t•lt1tla.to d.eC131on , othttr ti-J'-n t O r •to1n the righ ts grtnted A1,ert ~ 

cans . or covrs e tr.at 11 •lOt wll•t tllll Jowa \Vant &rt-d t•\e problelll 

Ja to ('!~ 3 tot'rrtUle. w•11ch 8"\0WI luf"1c1o.,t ayr.oathy w~tl'l t ile tr 

wtehea (most ot which l'lt'O Ju't 1n ,.,,,t ty) , ond yet doea not put 

ua ,., • ros1t1o~ or ft01"$) be·torH1 our treatv !'tgh ts . 

In t.ddltio"' to t he rore.;oJne Su~r~Mr ~Telle~&vo ..-e so"'• f'lrort 

letters t o prepare 1\lCh aa o··e r:-or~ t"o Ft"eatde.,t t o Governor 

j 
\ 

1--



November 14 , 1936 

The German situation was uppermost in our minds . The whole­

sale confiscations , the atrocities , the increasing attacks not 

only on Jews but on Catholics have aroused Opinion hare to a point 

where 1t sonethlng Is not done there will be combustion . The diffi­

culty wae to find ways and means or making a gesture t hat would 

not either inherently hurt us or provoke counter retaliation that 

woul d hurt ua . The final decision was to order Hugh 'Nilson home 

f or "report and consultation" . We had several conferences wi th the 

Secretary during the course of the day as we had t o determine: (a} 

how to phrase t he instruction; (b) bow to give it publicity and 

(c) how it could best be followed up by the President at Preas On­

terence tomorrow. Hugh Wilson happened to be planning to come 

home on leave next week . We therefore bad to telegraph him with­

out delay to sail on the next non- German ship . As a matter of 

fact, the papers played it up even more than we anticipated . The 

supposition was fairly general that it was either a breach or re­

lations or mi ght develop into a breach or relations. The French 

Ambassador telephoned me about ten minutes after McDennott bad 

given the news t o the press and I tried to put the t hing in proper 

perspective for him . I t is more than a struggle bet ween Christian 

and Jew, it is as much a struggle between two factions of the Nazi 

Party for dominance . Unfortunately, all the information we get 

is that the wild men are winning. 

Myron Taylor telephoned three times from New York toda;r . He 

bad been in touch wi th Mr. Rublee by telephone in London, and the 

latter was calling a meeting or the Intergovernmental Committee ' s 



officers to see if other means might not be round ot putting 

pressure on receiving countri es to be more liberal in their 

promises. Mr . Rublee , however, still telt that this was subsi­

diary in i mpor tance to arranging tor Mr. Rublee's reception in 

Berlin. Mr. Taylor asked it I did not teal we could 1natruct 

Mr. Wilson t o make one further effort with the German authorities 

before he started on leave. 

In reply I road Nr. Taylor the gist of Mr . Wilson's telegram 

describing his talk with Weizsaecker and neath ' s talk wi th Woermann, 

and quoted both as saying that there would probably be no reply 

for at least a fortnight . In the circumstances Mr. Taylor agreed 

that there was nothing further that Mr. Wilson could do but 

thought his early return tor consultation was a good mo ve . 

The President's Advisory Committee, under t he chairmanship 

of Mr. McDonald, lunched with Mr. Taylor today . The Committee telt 

that it was time for them to go to Washington to report to the 

State Department and to the President. Mr . Taylor said that we 

would in all probability be f aced with two suggestions on their 

part, and that we might meanwhile be considering our answers thereto . 

The f irst suggestion would be for t he President to summon 

Ambassador Dieckhotr and poi nt out that the fai lure of the German 

authorities to answer concerning~. Rublee•s trip was a lack or 

courtesy not only t o us but to t he other count ries represented on 

the Intergovernmental Committ ee. I suggested that it was unusual 

tor the President to summon foreign ambassadors . Mr. Tayl or 

replied that it was that very factor which made the Committee mos t 

keen on suggesting this course. They thought that it of fered the 



• 
I 

President a chance t o indicate his disapprobation of what was 

going on in Germany without overstepping any of the bounds of 

propriety or of giving offense. 

The second suggestion was that the Secretary call in the 

British and French Ambassadors separately and point out to each of 

them that they had not as yet assumed any o f the burden that might 

be expected of a receiving country with a large empire . He might 

express the hope that the i r cooper ation with the Intergovernmental 

Committee in London might be more constructive. 

I thanked Mr . Taylor and agreed to pass the information on 

to Mr. Messersmith and t o Mr. Welles. 



November 15, 19~8 

Again a busy day. Tho Secretary aent ror me early 1n the 

morning to suggest that a abort statement we were preparing ror 

t he President t o use at Pross Conroronco be amended to include 

some phrase about tho danger or Germany ' s actions proving an in-

centive to lawlessness in other countries. I urged him most 

strongly not to include this sentiment to which he rlnally agreed . 

As a matter of tact , the Preaident took our stat ement in toto, 

pointing it up , however , with the addition or a sentence reading: 

"I myself could scarcely believe that such things coulqnappon in 

tho 20th century.• Tho press reaction to Hugh Wilson ' s recall 

ror consultation has been almost un iformly favorable. No one has 

illusions tha t it will stop the Germans 1n their tracks but it is 

a gesture that enables us to save our self- respect. Incidentally 

Hugh Wilson telegraphed that he was leaving tomorrow and would 

catch tho MANliA'l'TAN from Le Havre the following day . 

~umner Welles sent ror me to talk ovor the refugee situation. --
Bublee•a reports have become more and more pessimistic and he has 

round little diSposition on the part or England or Prance t o take 

action as a receiving nation. Despite all the reports coming from 

London or a widespread plan to settle the Jews in some colony in 

Africa there has been no willingness visible as yet on the part 

or the British colonial authorities to admit any Jews at all. The 

papers are full or negotiations between Kennedy , Chamberlain, 

Halifax, etc. but there have been no reports from Kennedy and it 

Ia hard t o see how he could short-circuit Rublee and hla Commi ttee 

to the extent reported in the press . 

Myron Taylor telephoned from New York to say that he hoped 

we would discourage Rubloo from summoning a meeting or the officers 



of the IntergoYernmental Committee until after Hugh Wilson returned 

from Germany . He thought that a week ' s delay on Rublee 1 s part 

would be of scant impor tance particularly as he had no constr uct i ve 

pr oposal to put up to the group . Mr. Taylor agr eed wi th us that 

it would be a tactical mis t ake for Mr . Rublee t o discuss ways and 

means of destroying his Committee . He deplor ed the defeati st in­

ferences in such a mo ve and said that he still felt that Germany 

would have to let the r efugees leave in a more orderly manner . 

Mr . Taylor said that he was prepared t o come to Washington 

as soon as Hugh Wilson arr ived for a conference, and hoped that 

it would be possible to arrange a meet ing , either s ocial or 

otherwise , with Mr . Welles , Mr . Messersmith, Ambassador Wilson , 

Achilles and myself . I told him that we apprecia ted enormously 

his offer to come to Washington; that I too t hought it would be 

most useful and would let him know about Mr . Wilson's plans . 



November 17, 1938 

We a~e still in the dark as t o what Kennedy is doing in London 

on refugees. Mr. Taylor is so upset that he gladly welcomed t he 

President's invitation to return to Lond on and jumped on the 

train to Washington, arriving about five o ' clock. Not only have 

the papers been full of an alleged "Kennedy plan" but they have 

even gone further and announced that Mr. Kennedy would substitute 

f or Mr. Myron Taylor at the meeting ot the officer s of the Inter­

governmental Committee. 

The British ~b~s~ador came in to see Welles this morning 
* altl'fll 

and presented the fantastic proposal that Britain would surrender 

part of her quota (of course largely unfilled) if the Unit ed States 

chose to allocate it t o German refugees. Sometimes the British 

are incredibly d~pse and this was one of those occasions . Sumner __ .,..., ~· ... 

Welles replied that of course this will require Congressional 

action; that no countr y had a quota of its own to dispose of; 

that the President had indicated right along t hat the quotas would 

not be disturbed; and finally that he doubted whether the Jews 

themselves would favor such a solution . I had a short t alk with 

Sumner Welles jus t before Mr . Taylor arrived and before they went 

over together to the White Rouse . 



November 23 and 24, 1938 

Almost all of Wednesday was taken up on the refugee matter . 

Myron Taylor was on the telephone over and over again and asked 

us to prepare a radio speech f or him t o broadcast Friday night just 

before sailing . Then later in the day the President sent a rush 

telegram from WarmSprings t o the effect that he had beard t hat the 

Zionists were prepared t o send an additional 100, 000 J ews to 

Palestine, asking Mr . Welles to con.firm it immediately and inquir­

ing whether it was safe to comment. We bad about one- half an 

hour before the President ' s press conference. We finally got hold 

ot Rabbi Wis e in New York, who said he had information which be 

believed trustworUy to the effect that MacDonald would announce 

in the House of Commons Thursday that 5 ,000 children , 8 , 000 young 

people, 10 , 000 relati ves , and perhaps eventually as many as 

100 , 000 more Jews would be admitted to Palestine, and that the 

Zionists could take care of these . I n reporting this back to 

Warm Springs Sumner Welles suggested that it would be premature - -·-
for the President to make any comment . The President, however , 

did say that he bad bear d information roughly t o this effect and 

hoped it was true . Needless to say, it was not true , and MacDonald's 

speech the next day was far from encouraging to further Jewish 

immigration . 



December 8, 1938 

Sumner Welles sent tor me on a number of matters the chief 

of which was to suggest the dra f ting of a further note to Germany -

short but clear - protesting not against any decrees or series or 

decrees but setting f orth in plain language our basicoontention 

t hat we do not admit the right _or foreign countries t o divide 

American citizens into groups according to race or creed and grant 
.. ..... ~ ,.____.., , ............... ..,. _.._.... .., ~ - - ... o*• 4-

these groups differential treatme nt. As a matter of fact , in many 

of the decrees foreign Jews are specifically exempted, in others 

however the y are not and the complicatior,s arising from this 

mass of decrees are increas i ng daily. 



December 12 , 1938 

More trouble on refugees. The French seem most successfully 

to have angered Ribbentrop during his visit in Paris. Although 

the Intergovernmental Committee people had urged the French not 

to cross wires or muddy the waters , Bonnet apparently tackled 

Ribbentrop not only on the general principles involved but on 

the merits of a specific financial plan the details of which no­

body knows . Ribbentrop apparently went up in the air, said that 

the Jews were criminals, that like criminals they would be made 

to live in segregated quarters, report to the police and t heir 

ill-gotten gains confiscated . If other countries chose to do 

something about it t hat was their business, but Germany would not 

help one iota . 

As a matter of fact the report of this conversation struck 

the President so forcibly that he bas asked us to confirm it as 

far as possible both in Paris and Berlin . 

Gilbert reports t hat there are two trends in Germany - the 

first as typified by Ribbentrop , the second as typified by Goering 

a nd Schacht, who have economic responsibilities and realize t he 

damaging effect it is having on German economy. They apparently 

are anxious to "make a good thing out of the Jews" and sell them 

to foreign countries. They are quite prepared to talk to Rublee - -- · 
and even invite him to Berlin, though they wi ll not recognize him 

officially or enter into any multi-lateral understandings . 



December 16, 1938 

Sumner Welles sent for me twice on the refugee question, the __ ...__...;; __ 
first time in connection with the Philippi nes who were prepared 

to make a public offer to receive a very large number of Jews , 

perhaps 5 , 000 a year, to open up the Island of Mindanao if they 

were properly financed . The people specializing in t he Philippines 

po i nted out tbat this was virgin territory and that to send num-

erous Jews wlhout a great deal of advance preparation would be 

suicidal. The second time was in connection with a telegra.m from 

Rublee advocating the setting up of a financial committee and a 

Jewish organization ' s committee to consider Schacht's pan. This 

is blackmail and extortion pure and simple t hough we shall have 

----~---
to bat it down with politer and more technical terminology . 



December 19, 19~8 

lloat or the <lay I waa at ·•o~k on Schaoht•a refugee plan. It 

started orr wi th a conference in the Treasury wi th Wayne Taylor, 

Locbhaa<l and Cairns tor t he Treasury, Livesay , Achilles and my­

salt t or the Sta te Department. We ran over the proposal from both 

the ps ychologica l and the technical viewpoint and saw no merit in -
i t from either. The more one examined it the more i t s eemed like -a st~aight ransom proposal, and while one would willi ngly pa y 

blackmai l if one payment ended the demand , it i s quite evident 

here that payment or blackmail would merely touch off fur ther per­

secutions and further demands tor ransom in other Central Buropea.n 

countries . The plan alled tor no present concession rrom Garmany 

what soever. The onl y future contribution it involved would be 

Cor Germany to give up s ome foreign exchange 1n the future, but 

even this would be compensated by making every refugee and sub­

scriber to relter bonds an agent in pushing sales in order~ 

create ex tra exports tor Germany . But the main reason t or batting 

down the scheme waa that the vast sum mentioned (five or six 

hundred million dollars) could never be raised in all the markets 

ot the world welded together on te rms such as t hese. Mindful 
a 

of the fact that/summary re j ection mi ght make the plight of the 

Jaws worse we cautioned Rublee to be careful in the way he handled 

mat ter s with the Germans . We also told h1m that there waa a better 

chance of raising money it the loan were entirely divorced trOCII 

Germany, Garman exports and the liquidation or German property 

than it it were tied up therewith. 

Pollowing this conference at Treasury I drafted t he telegram 

which was gone over by Messersmith and Welles . I then took it -
back to Wayne Taylor who made a few changes in wording. Sumner 



Welles than sent it over to the White House where it received 

Presidential approval and went out about six . Mow we are at work 

in trying to evolve some more constructive scheme but it is 

difficult work because no two groups see the problem alike. The 

Jews themselves are hopelessly divided, not to mention the dit--ferent groups or Christians . 

llr. Bruce arrived and started a series ot ta1ks with Pra,nk 

Sayre . Sumner Welles gave h lm a large luncheon - some 20 or 24, 

following which Sayre , Wallace and Bruce bad another hour by 

themselves. I am told that matters are going reasonably well 

though I keep cautioning people downstairs not to take Mr. Bruce's 

statesmanship or good manners as typical. or the reaction they 

wi11 find in Canberra . 

the 

The Soviet Charge d'Affaires called to discuss, ~ !!!!• 
~ arrest of Gorin , the heat of tbe Intouria t in Los Angeles . 

He said that he was much perturbed over t bia case, wblch be teared 

was bound to have unfort unate publicity . He did not know Gori n 

personally, but he wanted to make certain obser vations to me. 

In the first place , no Soviet official was authorized to do any­

thing inimical to the American armed forces as in tho Soviet view 

t hese were an element of peace. Should it be that Gorin bad 

violated these instructions , he wou1d be severely punished on his 

return by the Soviet authorities. or eourae t here were many people 

not to say auntriea trying to create d iscord between the United 

States and the U.S .S. R. He could not dismiss the possibil i ty that 

Gorin bad been the victim or an agent provocateur . In any event, 

he could well imagine the tertius gaudena who was watchin,g every 

sensational devalopment ln the ease . 

I replied that I welcomed the aaaurancea that Mr. Oumanaky 
bad given to me with r egard to the Soviet ortich1 attitude, and 



that only the evidence would show whether Mr. Gorin bad in fact 

been living up to the h igh standard of conduct in a friendly 

country which was imposed on him by his superiors. 

Mr. Oumansky then made some observations on the difficulty 

of obtaining official information on this case, but later asked 

that I take no action for the present on his complaints until he 

bad had a further talk with the Vic e Consul he had sent out to 

Los Angeles from New York. 

The Charge also re.ferred to the charges made in the recent 

German spy trial t hat sealed letters between the United States and 

Europe were opened on Germ.an vessels . Be said that although the 

newspapers were somewhat confused, the postal authorities in 

Soviet Russia had been able to ident ify certain documents to which 

reference had been made in the trial as being of interest to Soviet 

national defense . He referred notably to some correspondence of 

the Betnehem Steel Corporation which had been intercepted . 



December 20 , 1938 

Still working on the telegram deve loping ou.r thoughts for 

Ruble& and Taylor as to bow in pract ice s omething constructive 

can be done t or the refugees . At long last the Germans have 

agreed t o receive Rubles, who ia going ove r with Pall next week . 

The i dea we are wor king on contemplates t he s etting up of an 

International Board of Trustees who can receive subscriptions 

from the public or f r om governmen ts for which they will i ssue non­

interest bearing debent ures . With tbe money rece ived they can 

either: (1) finance the mass s ettlement of new regions and (2) 

make individual loans to refugees to be repaid by them if and 

when they become settled . Achilles was over at the Treasury De­

partment working on the financial end of the message which Sumner - -
Welles plans to take up in Cabinet tomorrow afternoon . 

The German Charge came down to tell Mr. Well es that exchange 

would be given for the withdrawal of American legacies from 

Germany. We as Iced whet her t his applied to Americans irrespective 

of race or c r eed; the answer was ''yes" . The Germans apparently 

have gotten wind of an intention t o retali ate by preventing t he 

transfer of legacies from American dearlents . A a they na tu.rally 

get more t han they give they were wise in making this concession. 

At the ~e time i t is satisfactorr both t o a vast number of 

i ndividuals as well as t o the Government . 
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