L




lleetioms

1{10( l Foﬂibng gmrpt; {tom other collee

oo : |
L)CDPI{:, Mﬂ‘.fj: 0{ Soulice corels r:}r rﬂfrﬂgr{.

F:mf ’f?ff?nrm COP“’J

LriSute a{-'s” -



MEFRCOLCED FIGH HOLDRAY AT THE FRASLE &
LA

] ——om;
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ﬁ 3.23.38 Motgenthau Diary Vol. 116 P. 253

6 April 38 M.D. Vo1, 118 p. 175 : asked

5W what was happening on German refugee matter: /E?j;
and Pres appeal on radio and said 'J agree /*‘
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i II:RIlII nry Morgenth a, Jr I N
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|r|u|I|c it fope and Other Amar i et ooy
ded M :... N pursuance of pppe ;. ocan R .
Mar 22" mnd 55t of PRES instructions

TDear Henry:

I 2m enclosing herewith coples of the two
-memoranda -which we took up with the Presldent
vyesterday. <The maln memorandum is elightly
modified to meet the Fresident's wishes as
expressed tous.

1-aleo enclose confidential coples of the
giroular telegrams which have gone out to cer-
tain of our missions in Europe and o our mie-
‘gione An the other -American republice dn pur-
suance of “the Trbs&dent'a iAnstructions.

Believe me | '\ |
Yputs very sincerely \

Enclosures.

“The Honorable
Henry Morgenthau, Jr.,
Becretary of the Treasury.
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when President raised question of what could
be done for political refugees in Austria.
Miss Perkins said German and Austrian quotas
could not be combined legally for admission —— . N

of Austrisn refugees, Int"1 Labor Bureau at e i, the Precident
Ceneva might be able to handle. Pres. Sug— 'EﬁIE*EE_Eu?E_fur the

ested getting together with SW and 2 finished He ssild, " ifter zll,

: cuments ready within 24 hours. President ge for so may [ine Germans
’ e~ uldn't we offer them sgain

= e mm—e He suggested thot we

combine the gquotas of Germany end hustris and let the
sustrien refugees come in under the combined guota.

Miss Perkins said that this could not be done
legelly. The President ssked the Cabinet if they thought
they could increszse the quota by getting an sct through
Congress. The consensus of opinlon was that they could not
| get such &n &ct through Congress. Miss Perkins said that
possibly the International Labor Bureau &t Geneva could
henéle this situstion. The President sald thut he thought
this was = good ides. He suid he thought if different countries
were cppealed to thut, depending upon their size, they would-
tike from 100 to 1,000 families ezch &nd, in this way, we could
I find homes for 10,000 or 15,000 femilies.

1 ) Sunday nigpht I discussed this idea confidentizl with
Irving Lehmen and he thought very well of it apd, I think,
my wife suggested Hamilton Fish armstrong as the imerlcan
representative.

I it lunch Monday, March £lst, I brought this whole
question to the President's attention &guin pnd asked him if
something could not be done at once. He said that I should

| get together with Sumner Welles and have something ready for
him within £4 hours or enytime be fore he left for Warm

" Springs. I got Welles over here at 3 o'clock wnd we went

| over the whole proposition and he thought extremely well of it

H ard his whole attitude was simply fine. I asked him whether

he could heve something resdy by 11:30 Tuesdny, March 2&d.
1 He said he would work all evening, if necessary, to get it
ready.

Be came here on Tuesday end I was most pleusently
surprised to find that he had two finished documents on this
subject. I ssked him if he had shown these to Mr. Hull nd
he said he huad and they met with his spproval. The documents
covered the subject zdmirably &nd I hud no suggestions to mike.

I celled Hiss LeHand and &sked for an eppolntment to
sem the President. GShe celled back in two minutes and we hod
gn cppointment for 12:45. The President read the document

) through and was enthusisstic about it. He said, "I have only
| one suggestion to meke. The words 'religious' and 'raciul! e

should be chunged to "politicult, I think it would be better.
Y'e &1l agreed.
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Hoffde Jol. 40 : ki
Mar 38 "distinctly calmer atme- ==-

asphere throughout Europe . . deflation of

Brit anger aainst Germany", comment on

Spain;: meeting in Sumner Welles' off®ce

re reflugee aituation and FDR preference a.

for ad hoc committee despite existence of
ﬁigrr’nm:unnl organziations dealing with

mer atmosphere through-
cutetanding feature of

22 Mar 38 Talk ¢ Norman Davis re world eflation of British anger
conditions . . clear that England willing te growth of the feeling
PTO any from advancing into

5 4
pra

The Portuguese Minigter called this morn-
ing on & number of migcellanecus matters, He
gald that he eaw no posslble compromise in the
Spanigh fight nor did he anticlpate & breakdown
of morale on either side, He expected that the
war would have to be fought to a polnt of ex-
haustion when one side or the elther was
completely vietorlous.

Meeting in Sumner Welles' office this after-
noon te deal with the refugee sltuation. The
Fresldent does not 1ike the idea of proceeding
i through the International Labor Office, instead

he desires to eet up & committee ad hoe, desplte
the fact thet there are already three inter-
national organizations desling with the seme
problem. He poes on the assumption that we must
not forget our great tradition of belng the home
of the exlle and the outcast, but he reccgnlzes
that public opinlon and Congreeslonal rentiment
&re egalnet any relaxation of existing reetric-
tions. What he has in mind therefore is: (1?
£o liberallze the procedure under exieting
] legislation; (2) to Llesue an appeal which he
belleves would persuade many of the Latin-American

Republice to accept rome thousands of Austrisn
refugees during the present emergency; and (3)
as a long term propositlion to look into the
oueetlion of travel documente, legal dieabllities,
et cetera. The difficulty was that he wanted to
be pregented with a detalled plan before he left
for the South tomorrow afternoon. After a dis-
E:anlgﬁlh;ttneﬁaﬂr. Messeremith, Mr. Warren,

E. pley, ckworth and eelf, we rea
the following conclusions: 2 o

"t

(a)
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from FDR Library and National Archives

# 7-page teleg for MYRON TAYLOR and RUBLEE-

y3%igned HULL/S.VW. re
1. program outlined relate
2, gives Germany
t must be done; 3.
carried out
t:ﬁ&nnsider
Committee takin
cifiec consider-

Lunﬁuﬁ*EE%ﬁEE
Rublee's memo:
sxclusively to Jews;
final say as to wha
strongly program outlined be
unilaterally by German gov
program outlined warrants
cognizance of it; more spe
ations are 1 through 11.
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Charge to Thie z.tis wta it B e indntial Cata, Weshington,
5 ia Meilt g0 aofli curinhrivee pefare
Bk oL R T PR —@ February Q, 1939 '
AMEMBASSY =5 e o L.d* T i
LONDON (ENGLAND) .
P 10 i ; !
mnst'muj B TAYLOR mn':mmm" //3%Y
Your 167, February &, 4 p. m.~
e Before commenting’ specifically upon Rublee's memorandum/’ !

to Wohlthat; we wish-to 'amphlaniza-cartainfguneml" consider—

atione.

¥BS1/S2TDI43Y BV O¥8

one: The progrm-’&utlinadfnlnten “exolusively to-Jews,”
You- should ‘emphasize ‘to the Committee “that 1ts €ask also.

covers “the -emigration ‘and resettlement”of ‘Oatholics; Protes-
tants and others: As a-practical matter, however, there &p—
sears to be'no objection to admitting frankly -that Jewish —
emigration ‘end-resettlement comstitutes by far the ‘greatest |
end ‘most difficult/part of the-Tommittee's task.

Two.” The condition that the“program -Will be-put into |
effect -only’ when Germany ma gatiefied-that the” countries of - ;
immigration are disposed to receive.currently-Jews Trom Ger- .
pany‘in conformity with this program® is & ‘serious one.~ It ;
gives Germany the final eay-as to -what must be done-or what—
assurances ‘must be given by other ‘governments ‘before the pro-
gram will be ‘put into effect -and would‘permit Germany to-drop” i

or
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or 'Ehnn.gu the “program at any time ‘on the“excuse ‘that ‘other
governments/were not Aoting 4n accordance with 1t.” =

Three, We feel-trongly that the-progras outlined/must
be carried out unilaterally-by the German Government: TWe
egree-that the program E':pruﬂntu the-maximum obtainable- from
the German Government -at this time ;‘/th!.t. it representsa new __
and more favorable attitude “toward the ‘problem of Jewlsh -emi-
gration,~&and th&t/ﬂ nill'f if -oarried out; provide | notable -
improvement over present conditions-in Germanys” On the other
hand - awn/;his “icﬁa.:im "guntatna objectionable 'fantuzu:”whiuh
this Government/would not-wieh to Condone 4y participating in-
an ngrumant‘{etuan the 'Elmitten -and the German Goverament -
or- by uf&ctlﬂ*map‘tmun.‘{ In this connection the German‘posi-
tion that they are-acting fndependently-on their ‘own-dnitistive—
18‘helpful/ As & unilateral program ﬁ'ﬁrama‘blr"rap:uanta
the “best “that could be expected? As's-basis for-an agreement—
1t would De definitely 4macoeptabtlés

ruur{!'il'a conaider /&M that the -program n'htlinad:*—
would; 1f-carried out represent & sufficient hpru;vmnt 'gvu -
present conditions/(eside fromthe’ repercussions in Germany-—
which could be expected if-the Committee did not take cognizance

of
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of the progrem),to warrant the Committee taking/cognizance
= ' & -
of “Lt. We do not, however; favor & reply by the Committee
- ra
to the Germans which ocould be oonstrued either as an ac-

ceptance” or as’initiating a negotiation”between the Committee
and the German Government which would ‘saddle” the” former’ witi™
raaponuib:l.ntyf’ The distinotion between’raising no objeo-
tion tu': andfmtiwly’nnuapting:‘ i p:ojeut’my seer & find’

—g—

F s <
one, but it i& mone the less“real.” The Gumttue: having taken”
L - - -
cognizance of what Cermany is prepared %o dof ghould meke clear
Ll s e £ e il - -~ -
that 1t 1e dieposed, also unilaterally, to deal to the fullest
5 - /s s
extent nffita ability and within the limite of the immigration
-~ -~
1n.1m"’a.nd ’practiuea’uf 1ts member Governments with tha’prubluf
of d.pv:loping nrpport'l.m.'l.tiaa for aattlanant.
. P
Tha following are more apacifio “coneiderations:”
Py -~
{1)/ 11 80 far anfuur immigration laws are concerned, it
o i Fg # /s ol -~
is unthinkable that we could admit the right of another govern.

“and the refie :#

—-m—:‘-'ml‘

' L -
ment to say”whom we should or ehould not admit
r
of course; no way ”in which pre:farcnca can be”granted to per- nes
G el A Sa M-LMMJI
BONE in the Ia.ga-u.rning nn‘hegﬂﬂ' A Buo n!‘he only way-in
mcah the” percentage nf pnrnunn n:t that na.tegur]r’uuming 't;u"this
” 7’ -
country could be inareaaud';uuld haf‘b].r the’purel]l" vulunta.rjrf
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FEPRCOUCED FRCM. POLDG3 A Tl TASLS & ROOSRT

" SEMT T B TRANSEITTLD
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B 'H|I¢I_ & e— WORCONFISENTIAL COBE

C Deparimant FARTAIR

hirgs: Enpnrton Aepartment of State o
Fharge ts Washinglan,
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action of "rpnrunns -”;.n/ other ’::nugoﬂeu /giﬂng up 4hairr‘i:1wun 7/
uhan"" thelr ftu:n."u/ reached ‘ander the! quota.'./:/ Obviously’no ‘as~
BUTENCEB uf""a.n}r tindéo«uld be/giﬂm ’in this connection {nd ng
pros_umn/unuldn be -"';xn:tnd.:ﬂ-; wd €T E
= (2) fmr’ emigration-of 150,000 persons of the wageZearn—
ing-category fTom Germany over a-period of Tive yeare should
not, ’ﬂcnvar,' be “imposeible or even excessively 'difficult with-
out “departure from inatlng’immnion laws fnd practices—
If our éstimate”that Fefugeee are Surrently being-Bdmitted "
into 0ther countriee &t a Tate nf/ﬁu,ﬂﬂﬂi }raa.lr"iﬂ curraatr’f
and we are confident that”it is-Gonservative, and if the Ger-
man‘estimate fthntfthraé-ntghths/nf the ’ﬁrnoﬂa “to be“emigrated-
are ’ngo-'erama:s{ it seemp probable .that -wage-earners ire al-
roedy -ém:l.g:ca.tina/nt a-rate-approximating 30,000 & year, On
the one h&nd;/ ocurrent -emigraticn "ﬂml‘udu’n Bertainjparnentu.ga;"
perhaps -ten ‘to ‘Tifteen per nantf’ of hon=Jews-and a&-further per—
centage of Jews over-45; on the Gther; the”ourrent estimated—
rate of ‘emigration-takes no account of-mass -Gettlement Poseibili-
ties. It would not-Beem”improbable that a—five year period —
would bessufficient ‘not only for the.emigration-of 150,000

wage-oarners ‘but for the /migrntian ‘of moet ‘of their ‘dependents™

s ENFols
oty L A (3)
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- # - & & -
{3{ Thers ﬂll’pruambh be & considereble residue of

o Fd A # s - -
wage-@BTTETE Who for one Tezson or another will not be admisel-

F
vle into any country inm the normal” course of” events and these

rl

must be provided for 10’ pase” settlement” projects. / This will

i i - i # ~ #
not be’ ensy ne mass settlement under ploneering conditions

TR

Fa
will rcquin’n’puti.wlul:.r’napa.‘ble"typa uf’migrmt, ut t}ﬁ Te&

e

18 belleved that large”scalse ’mn#uattlamant"should. be ably
{
p‘!ﬂﬂdﬂﬁ( for thie rnn:.»i:;,m:"'r ae well "'f

]

(4) / The prnﬂnions""'ffnr{nrpnizingfmipntiun *‘{dthinfﬂu:--

o

nm;rf uthffureignfparttnipa.‘aiun, ghould have "fd.i.n'tinutfﬂ.luef’
It must be’borne in mind/ howevez / anat/ our {mmigratinn laws /
would nnti"{ permit "';hn‘iintarvanuon ":-.\f any/ aganor/ hetwaen"'r appli-
cant n.ndfuouul.

{B]me releace ar/mf u:!"'ln.ea.ﬂ.jr all{xaawsffrm"':mnum—
tratl |:r:||‘"r cnmpn“l would be fu"’ considerabl a/ achievement f

{6) / The arrengements for' the cire offpu:rnonnfiha are f‘:/mt
to be lemigrated/are mot /aet1ni te and far [ehort of whet might
hef elms‘rrad'Ir ut u.rs/ duﬁnitahr/ better thunf;raunt nnnditiunn((

(7 f The! setting up-":;f nftmnfmnnff:amfnuung/ Jewten |
prup«u:tv{ \n Germany/is/ something which/ as indicated 1nour %02,
December Blffﬂ P n.{, would be mn-‘/d.iﬂicult";or us {a TECOg=
nize f{n view of ‘l=‘1.~.ﬁ|“'r imp‘!.l.ed/ panction u:B/ the principl( oféon—
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£1scation, Thin[ﬂ.lfﬂcultr!ﬂght hainu:umal Bowevee.) 4% e |
1nd.'l.71dua.1r'.nru tn|rnt&inl'.titla{tu thefmmﬂ.ha ‘hndlllcantri..
buted to\lthe"- 'Imd?'ﬁl mhltitla ho cover his pro-rata share 1ln
such amounts as may eventually be transferred,if any are. The

limitations on the use of the trust fund do not appear objec—

/x"_ I (8) ! o aseume/that thc’;wdn/'{rnditianﬂfnphnré)'/;f
th Ra&ugarutm 4a£arn-’;u1¢11r4.o/1?alaat1m.f _ i

(9) /Thofpaminni&n fur/;m&.grmta to laa.va'{rithmtf;:n-,r-
ment of*":hoirélightf n:" personal 4rfeats{tm34uuld ba/ a
further/morthwnile/achievement !

(10} "(Thu"';:a at nshipéf tﬂ:ﬁ‘-’;‘}"’nt /30, the {:copoaed. (,w«c-;r: i
outeide/purchasing’ agenc ]ﬁme tn’?&ﬁd out 4:1 Lundnn,/.
'but.r":un"shmﬂd be taken‘in this uonnactionén nvuid/gctlre/;n-
ceptance :rf"(tha ﬂ-ermérngrm.f i

(11}’ The appointment of AMWMHQ/ would a&lso rfu:r ce

‘Tnlﬁ{ﬂﬂﬁlfﬂ l";,acepta.no"{ We should nu‘h‘fdnnirs tufrun -‘{L.n Ameri-

cerf servein this fnapuuyf sven 111001 vi&m! ocntritutors fto
tnd trust! funalare/pernittea ko retasd t1t1e/

Rublee JFn]:q:uaal.:n toﬂfha.n!"uumpluhadfmnra IIIin Eaﬂinfthnn
ugf’hndfﬂum tof’axpa:tt ;’fn.ml we {wish tnfcnngra.tuln.tdf him -";.nd.

tufa:presu f:;.ppruui ntinn"’:'.nr the -';;na rg?fa.nd-’&nta rminatli onfni th
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My dear Mr. President:

There is enclosed = copy of & teolegram which was
pent yesterday to Mr. Myrem Teyler and Mr. George Rublee
with regard to the progrem of emigration which the
Gerzen Coverrment has indicated its willingnesse to

,ll";":'\\ carry out.

Believe nme,

Faithfully yours,

sumner Wellea

Enclopure:
Copy of telegram sent

to ¥r. Taylor and Mr. Rublee,
February 8, 1939.

GR .
§ip 9 1939 T8

Presldent,
The White House.

}th%;/ 2-9-39
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