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March 15, 1342

Tmar Sumner:

1 have your letter of March l2th.
oy not try to ;!ve asylum and guarantee
thst such refugees will continue to /frica
and South America.

This poliey is so crusl that if it ware
generally known in this country, it would
{ncresss the dislike of Great Britaim which
is alresdy too prevalsnt,

Cordially yours,

Nom. Sumner Welles

g

opy to Justice Pelier
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Poreh 7, 1942

Degr Sumnor: 1'V

Thir mexd egerae perfectly chocking
o me.  ¥e hore teken Britlsh children
sndt I think t*é?rgaﬁht ?5F;;f';;;#
sttention to ve In return.

They heve get & veary lov quote
in Palestine an? the ‘vabz have pgreed,
#0 why, brosure of 0 teetnlcslity of
not havine visee vhen thegs peanle cons
from countries where they cen not get
vissr snyway, they shoul? be Turned baek,
Juet peene o me cruel heyond worde.

After a1l theze are sntil-Nuik
refugees and they ceriainly will halp us
rether than the Axir ond f-om *48t I read
in the gapars, we say be nesding soae help
in that part of tha world befors long.

Very cordielly wours,
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

March 12, 1942

Dear Eleanor:

With reference to your lattar to me of March 9,

you will be interested in the following atatement made

yesterday in the House of Commons by the Hritlash Under

Secratary of State for the Colonles:

kira.

"The STRUHMA was a converted yacht of about
two hundred tona, Flylng the Panamanian flag,
she left Constanza last October with some seven
hundrad sixty-nine Jews on board with the inten-
tion of effectling thelr entry illegally into
Faleatine. 3he reached Istanbul about =mid-
Decenber, when ashe was deacribed as belng badly
overcrowded, and thersafter conslderable repaira
to her engines had to be effected. Whlle she
was lying at Istanbul, the Turklsh suthorities
intimated that the passengera could not be al=-
lowed to remelin in Turkey. The Paleatine Gowv-
ernment also made 1t clear, with the aupport of
His Kajeaty's Goverrment, that they could not
be admitted to Palestine. This amction was in
conformity with the policy conslatently fol-
lowed aince the establishment of the mandatory
regime and publicly confirmed by His Majesty's
Govermment In Hovember, 1940,

"When the Turkish authorities found that
the passengers would not be admitted to Fales-
tine, they decided on the twenty-third Febru-
ary to send the wvesael bmek to the Black Sea,.
On the twenty-fourth February news was recelved
that ahe had sunk ms a result of an explosion
four or five miles from the ertrance to the
Boaphorus, Thea cause of the disaster 1s not

Rooaevalt,

The Whilte House.




m#ml“mﬂlmw

-2

dafinitely eatabllshed, She may have atruck a mins,
but the possiblility of her having baen toerpedoed 1ls
not excluded as & Turkish vesasl was torpedoed in
the vielnlty about the time.

"iis Hajeaty's Covermmont greatly deplors the
trogle loas of 1ife which soeurred in this disaster.
They had hoped that effect might have been ziven to
the offer of the Falestline sovernment to admit to
Palestine the children on board betwesn the ages of
alaven and sixteen, but this proved impractleabls
as the Turkish authorities d14 not feel themselves
sbla to give the neceaaary pernission to land.

ffi4s YNejeaty's government earnestly hope that
such a tragedy will not cccur again. It does not
11e in their power, however, amid the dongera and
uncertaintles of war, to glve any gfuarantes, nor
gan they be party to any measurel which would under-
mine the existinz policy regarding 1llezal immicra-
tion ilnto Palestine, in view of the wlder lasuas
involved. Subject to these reservatlons, howaevar,
I can say that His Linjesty's Government will an-
deavor, so far as lles in their power, to ensurs
thot there is no recurrence of such a disaater as
that which befell the STAUMA."

Tnis 13 one of the most shocking tragedles which
have taken place In a tregic year. laturally I em do-
ing everythlng I can to srevent & recurrence, but the
British are adamant in thelr refusal to prevent any in-
creased immizratlion into Falestine for fear of Arab
unrest.

Ballave me

Yo very sincerely,

-
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTOMN

¥arch 168, 1942

Dear Fleanor:

@With reference to my letter to you of March 12
congerning the 3truma case, I am enclesing for your
information a paraphrase of a telepram I Lhave re-
calved from our Embaasy in Londen, which guotea the
text of a memorandum recelved from the Britlsh For-
elpgn Office.

Balleve me

ours, very slncerely

L

Ene .
Paraphrpse

Lra. Hoosevelt,

The White House.
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PARAPERASE OF TELEORAM

FROM 3 Amerlcan Embassy, London
TO: Seeretary of State, Washington
DATED: March 16, 1942

The Foreign Office has sent to us & memorandum
which states that all of the materlal [acta relatlng
to the sinking of the STRUMA were stated in Parllament
by the Secretary for the Colonliea and the TUnder Seocre-
tary on NMarch 10 end 11. It ia also ateted in the
mamorandunm that:

In splte of the fact that all of the Immigrants
en board this ahlp were, so far as 18 known, of enemy
nationselity, whlle the ship's captaln and crew them-
selves wers also enemy (Bulgarian), 1t was not because
of this fact mlone that 1t was found Imposslble to grant
permisgion to any of the immigrants except the chlldren
to enter Falestine., It 1s essential to lila lnjeaty's
Goverrmment's polloy thet the admission of Jewlsh Immi-
granta be repularized and a reversel of thls polley at
a critical momsnt of the war would Ilnvolve a risk of
dangerous reparcusslons on the non-Jewlsh populations
of the ¥iddle East by which the whole conduct of the
war might be affected.
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The terribls persecution in Cermany and German-
controlled countries has not been vlewed without
sympathy by His Kajesty's Goverrment and many prac-
tical demonatratioma of ita anxlety to assist the
victims of peraecution, both raclal and religious,
have been shown. Although i1llegal immigranta who
have reached Falestine have been and will continue
to be treated with every regard for humanlty, never-
theleas the suthoritles responsible for the military
and political securilty of the Middle East cannot help
but regard with the greatest miagivings indiseriminate
and substantial additions teo the number of these Im-
migranta. The Government of the Unlted States 1a, of
course, awars that His kajesty's Covernment is not
alems in Cinding 1t necessary toc restrict emigration
from enemy countries under the atreas of war.

It 1z further stated In the memorandum that the
Eritish Goverrment has no confirmation of the report
mentloned by the Department and states in conclusion
that accordins to the informetion of thes Britilsh
Government, the Jowvernmont of Turkey, which had al-
ready expressed 1ts Inabllity ¢ allow the childran
from the STRUMA to be landed and taken seross Turkey

to Falestine; declded to retwuwrn the ship to the port
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from which 1t salled since it was apprehensive of an
attempt to force it to accept all the immigrants in

its territory.
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Heptesbar 12, 1942

Dear ir. Telles:

drs. doosevelt asked me, beforv she
left Tashington this week,; to send you enclossd
copy of & report ahe has received Mr. Varian
Fry, which she wishes kept confidential. Her guestion
to you is: "Could we protest and may I mention in
my column?®

Vory sincersly yours,

Administrative Officer
Soclal Correspondence

Honorsbls Susnsr Welles
Under 3ecretary of Stote
“gahington, D.C.
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FIFTY SiXx IRVING PLACE
HEW YORK

Augast 27, 1842

Urs, Frandia D, Faosevelt
The Wnite 50
Washington, “.0,

Dear Urs. Roosevelt:

The refugees in France now face the greatost
danger which hns coms their way since the armistice of Juns
1940. 1 am encloslng & memsrandum based on reccrts Jjust
recelved by tie Joint Distributlion Comuittes and the Buergency

Hescus Committes. The iaformation in tids report 1s unimpeachable,

but neithor organlzation cares to be quoted in counectlon with
it for the reason that the information resched thes by undor—
ground routes.

ky omn feeling is thet we ought not to soem, by
official silence, to condone sich brutel and barbaric treat-
ment of defenznless men, wooan and children. I hope that you
will agree with this and that you will use your influsnce to
get the State Department to make a vigorous public statensnt.
I alss hope that you will mention these ovents in your column,

Don't anwwer this letter. I don't expect & reply.

dincerely yours,

.;\“: ll‘i ' ; /

V7: 3 Varien Fry
Eneg; £
. - X ‘ [
RS
L X \
! I (2 | ‘
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE !'/
WASHINGTOM -~

Dear Elesnor:

I have Mr, Magee's memorsndum of September 12,
1242 encloaing a copy of A& report which you have
received from Mr., Varian Fry with respect to the
mage deportation of forelgn Jews in Frence. We have
proteeted not once but eeversal times to the head of
the French Government ageinst this inhuman program,
Heade of our relief orgenizetione in unoccupied France
have protested to Marshal Petaln, Hepresentatives of
other civilirzed stetes have followed sult. All thie,
however, hes made no impreseion on Laval who ie apparently
determined to carry out hie origlnal plans to return
these unfortunate people to thelr oppreseors.

While the atteched report BEppears to be basically
correct, we cannot, of course, wvouch Tor the nemes
of the ilndividuale or the figures mentioned, nor do
we have any confirmetion of the reegone, reported by
Mr, Fry, for the French Government's action.

I see no objection to your using this material
in your eolumn,

Enclosure:
Report returned,

Mre., Roosevelt,
The White House,
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HEPORT SENT BY VARIAN FRY

Vichy has agrosd to deport 16,000 foreignors and French Jews [ron
the ocounied zens and 10,000 foreipgners, balieved to be both Jewish and
Gantila, but so far no French, from the unocoupied zone. 3,600 paraona
have alrsady been deported lrom the unnooupiad zone to an unknown destina-
tion in eastern Europe, ineluding 1,000 from the camp at Ours, 700 in tho
eamp at Varnet, nnd 700 from the camp at Loa [illas. Ascording to one
rapart, the antiro camp of Vernet has been takon to the demareatlon line
and handed over to the Oestapo, ln, women end childrsn are baing arrosted
in the stroats of larseills, Toulouss, Lyon and othor population eanters to
julke up the guota. In the unocaupied rone children over five joars of nra
are bein: deported with their perenta, in the oceupied zonoe schildron of two
yaars or nors. Ghildesn under these agns are boing loft behind, but thelr
parents are boinz sent, thus making the children virtual orphans.

Propln mra trying %o escapa over the frontiers ints 3Jpain snd Switzar-
land, and the Spenish and Swiss authorities have besn turning thom back.
Thiz is the sipnifiesnce of m oable from Darn in the Hew York Timea of
Bupust 25, mecording to which, under pressurs of Swiss welfwre crpganizations,
the Swiss fodernl powernmwont has declded not to deport refupess that surcesaded
in eluding the auth orisies and antering Switzerland illepslly before fupust 13,
Thars hove besn 300 suleides in Franse sinee the deportations bopan. All

fronsh exit parmits have heon stospad without distinetion of rooe or nationality.




FEFROOUCTS FRCM HOLONGS AT THE TRASRL § ROOSEVET LINAARY
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Amongz those who have alroady baen deported are Genaral Meozyalar
Dortanatein, a Polo who had & Coanadien vise nnd a United States transit vias
which arrivod too late to do hinm any pood; Lrich Jasobi, & Geroan intellectual,
iarl Zordek, an Auatrian Sociel Demoorat, mnd Hersann Bleber, a Jersan Sooial
Domoorat, and his wife, The last two bad had so-aalled “smarfoney” vises, but
tha visas had expired ond had not bsen ronowed in time.

According to a lashington source, the agresmsnt to deport the refugess
is the result of an attemst on Vishy's purt to obtain more food., Lawal is
said to have eompleined to the Sermans that they wers taking too much food
from France, To thia the Carmans are roportad to heve replied somowhat
as follows,

“Oat rid of your Jews end poreigners first und then perheps we

will talk sbout piving you pore food = 47 wou still need it."

Aupuat 26, 1942
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Septesber 28, 19L2.

Uy doar Ers Selloas

Lrs. hoosovelt asks me to thank
Jou for jour letter of Septwmber 22nd In
which you wdvise her concerning Lhe matter
mntioned in the report sent Lo her w:._.n
Varlan Frys

Very sincerely yours,

Seorelary to
Lras Hoosevell.

Hone Sumver Jellos
Under Jecretary ol State
gbate apaibaont
seshingtony Ls Ce

g
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