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July 23, 1942,

HANDUM

T - Mr, Wellesa:

Mr, Murray has talked to me about the problem ralsed
by the World Jewlsh Congress telegramas to South America,
the NWenr Eanst end the world generally, asiing the mass
mestings to protest against anti-Semltlc atrocitles and
urging the formation of & Jowlash army.

I share Mr., Murray's feeling that this ia very much
the wrong way to go about 16, eapecinlly in the Near
East in view of the prevalling sentiment.

I think there ls only one way of handling this,
namely, to call in Dr. Wise and tell him ¥
has happened and why, in the existing circumstances, we
think 1t unwise.

After revolving this in my mind, I can think of
no better way than a direct method.

AsheBeydrs
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STATINOT OF THE PAESTDINT OF
IH: URITED STATHS
The sxistence of a wideaprsad nm.lg of 'hn-hui.tg
in, Axig=osoupied countries has long besn to this Oov=
ernmant., Nea the rule of ungsontrolled and te
horror has int #ds, There is nmo question of 1ta exist-

enoe] the trators boast of 1t, leports, sooompanied
by «Lmﬂ"ﬁ.‘n reaching the United States 'md the Oovern=
" monts of the United Nations, which require t appropriate
sotion be taken.

These practicss cannot Le Justified on any the of
war, nor excused on the ground that thay serve a mllitary
obJeotive. They ars, in beastly fact, erimes which are re=

ated by svery e of warfare, and whish revolt evary
natinot of humanity.

They inslude murder for murder's sake] torture for tor-
ture's sake] masssors of hostages and revoltl oruslties
oarrlied out for 20!.1.1'.1:1-.1 ends, and inflioted In a spirit
of total depravity.

¥

The emspalin of oriminal barbarlss hab boan cariled om
in areas, snd notably in the sountrles of Worway, the
Notherlands, Belglum, Luxemhouri, Ossupled France, Czechoslo=
valdu; Foland, r&éﬂiﬂ.ﬂl and Oresce as well as in Jopanase—
mqupiad China, Murma, Malsysio, the Netherlends East Indles,
ths Fhilippines and vericus of the Western Fasific islands.
This doss not exhaust the 1lst. Soviet fussla has already
anneunosd her own polioy in dealing with outrages committed
on NMussian tarritory.

Tha particlpants in thoso orises from the highsst to
the lowsat will be hald to & strict ascounting.

The nasss of many of ths man who have partloipated in
thess lorrors ars known to us and we have, and shall oom-
tinus to have, veans of imowing the :dlntft:.r of ths indi-
vidual Oerrmans, Itallians, Ja sa, and others, whoso aots
demand that they be brought ths bar of stern jJustlce.

Whon the time oomes =- as como 4t will == Justice rust
bo deme, and clvilized law must be vindloated. .

Tha

ﬂf 14!
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ts servisss of this Covermment; in con-
g:uu agenoles n.'r ths othar Oovernments, have

%o opoparate in gathering sush svidense,
The Oovernssnt of the United Shates bas

to celles
Preserve srldanay caueetlng s Lndl iduals or ageate of
whatever atatus with the tlon of orimes against
amenity. HNs will work with liks rmumnum or authorl-
tiss of other Covernments conoerned.

Mon gullty of orimes shall not ba pntntms by any im=-

.-l:d. of hi uunr!. of low dagres,
M“ ‘h-w :Lﬂ u:l‘ thelr mots.

'!‘hr;ﬂu be dn.'l.'! with upon that resord.

PFRANKLIN I, NOOSEVELT -

Washington, D. Ca,
Augast 142,
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Ky dear Mr. rroslidant:

tn August 1, 1942, the Lepartment trensmitted to
you the collsctive reprassatation ol nins Gopsrmmonta=
in=sxile whose ococupled eowntriss wers Iu/ﬂf’crin.; froa
Germun atrocitios. v

It ooours to me that these nighf be dealt with in
sonnection with the lettar of Kiné Feter relstins to the
pirooitios cumnl Sted apalnst ﬁ;ﬂhﬂh

Thare ie enclosed a p?;i;nl-d declaration which, in
sutstanico, susceats mg.é individual of standing be
appointed with authorify to colleet ths svidence in com=
muuunmﬁumm. for use as mnd
Mlt:hllhyh:lhhhmmnm--.

1t hos beem suggested eolither that an exiating high
officlal of the United States Coverrment, such as the
Attorney Gemeral, be named, or, 1 you felt otharwise
about 1t, that & special officer be desisnatod --

poasibly

“he President,
The Thite Houss,




possibly Genersl kioCoy who has just concluded the pro=-
eoedinza against the captured saboteur:, Should this

1dea appesl to you, I ahould be ;lad $9 take ur with the

Governmantas Involved; as also with the Pritigh tioverrmant

the situstion. I bellevs that the mere axistenca of such
mechinery cdght offer como slight cheok to the invaders,
and might lay ths foundation for a method of swift justice
whioch will be avallable as and when presently secupled
torritory is liberated,

Faithmully yours,

nolosure!

Froposed dealaretionm,
an stated.

A= AABIEB:AA
A=1T=42




STATISUNT 0 THE PRESIDINT OF

The existonoe of a widespread campaign of barbarity in
wmummmmhtulﬂwm
ment, fesently the rule of uncontrolled and te
horror has intensiried. There 18 no tion ites exist=
snoe; the perpetrntors bomat of 16, ! » apoopanied
by evidence, are reaching the United States, and the Covern-
ments of the United Watiens, which require that appropriate
aotion be taleen.

Those practices cennot be Justified on any af
axauaed

war, nor on the ground t they serve a mill
ohiinrh:u. They are, in beastly fact, orimes against oivili-
satlon,

They imclude murder for murder's sale torture for bor-
tura's sake; massacre of hostages and revolting oruslties
{nflioted for personal pleasure and for political enda.

Th-om:s:u:mw-mh-mmhdm
in meny arean, and motably in the cowntries of Norway, the
Bo ’ fuxembourg, Oooupled France, Csechoalo-

tors of these orimes t oivilization
dored merely ss units of the gullt of the
Axip Covermments, Oullt is personal; and the men, as indi=
viduals, who have thus violated, snd who contioue to violuto,
the moat olemantary rules of oivilisntion, must be hald por=
sonally acgountable,

m“ufmurth-mimuuwnm o=
] 1hhfwmm-mmtaunm-i|’|w=m
1umuuhw,mofmwm=it:mm
individual Uermans, ltallans, Japanese, and others, whose
tﬁﬂbnhrmmwsh-w::rnt.ummuu-

then the tlme comes -= as come Lt will == Justice must
be
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be done, and olvilized law must be vindiocated.

The Covernment of the United States has
to colleot, o and
Preserve evidenoo oonneoting Axis individuals or m of
whatever lhm with the perpstration of orimea ngn.tn-t eivili-
n'u.:u. iate sorvices of this Government, in cone
'H: agmolies of the other Goverrments, have

ﬂqnlltod to ocooperate in gathering and turning over sush
ovidenoe,

Nony puilty of orimes ainat civiligation mhall not be
prutuhd by any I.-miH high mk. nr any obacuri

resord
nh-!.r actes Th'mll &th upon 'I:hlt record,
FTUANELIR D, HOODS ' YELT

Vaahington, L. Ca,
Aypust g4z,
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‘ DEPARTMENT OF STATE
ASSISTANT SECRETARY
" Aupust 18, 1042,

MEMOHANDUM

A couple of days which wore relatively cany by Depart-
ment standards, 1 have beon occupled with two things. One
was workdnpg chisfly with the Sscrotary, Groon llnckworth,
Atherton and Dunn on o possible statement by the Prealdent
involving a plan to gather and perpotunte the evidence
againat Lndivid:uh in Europe and Asia gullty of atrocltiea.
This 1s partly dus to the desire of the Iutch Government
to do scmething to hoad off the continued Usrman massacre
of Imut-g.u therm, It ia partly an slaboration of my own
fealing that some such step mipht chock soms individualas
in the Axls countrles from carrylng on thelr sheerly
terroristic and sadistic mctivitles. The proposal 1s to
appoint some wtutmﬂln; Amorican to get and classify evi-
denco and premerve it for future reference, accompanied by
o statement that pullt is personal. Arthur Swestser, among
othara, 1a impresasd with the & ea.

The second was an attempt to get forward with the
soonomic organization of the United Nations and parallel
soonomie organization of the states in Europe which emerge
from the German occupation. I am attaching a copy of my
momorandum on the proposed fAaw Materials Adminiatratlon;

1 kawlian

L 1 193
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likewiss a copy of the tentative proposal regarding arrange=
ments with the East European Federation, which is serving

a8 & knd of exparimental guines pig in the thinking.

. Last night, at Susner's suggestion, Mr, McDougall came

to dinner and with him Paul Appleby. MoDougall ia advislng
Stanley Druse of Australis who is now parhapa the moat in-
telligent man in London. I went over step by step some of
these idess, telling him I thought a United NWatlons Bank was
& probabllity; so alaso was a United Nations Tranaport Author-
ity more or lens clearly indicated; I thﬂﬁzht we might have

s Raw Materisls Administration [we were committed to one) and
that I thought there might alaoc be a Food Administration.

We talked for two houra. Appleby agresd to try to work
up a Food Administration project which MeDougall thought
ahould coms first, ’

The Solomon Islands battle turns out to be a vistory,
tut I fear guite expensive, The Navy has not ns yet re-
lansed the data on losses.

Meanwhile tha further consultations regarding a asscond
front have been going on in Moscow. I do not know what they
are. 1 surmise, however, that they chiefly relate to inform-
ing the Russians what decisions have alrsady been taken.

A.A.B. ,Jr,

= / Y




Aupgust 31, 1942,

MEMORANDUM

U - Hr. Wellea:

The Commlttee for a Jewlish Army has been besleglng
the White House., MeIntyre eventually sent them to ma,
They were then thinking of a huge delegation to con-
vince the British that the Jewlsh Army ought te go for-
ward., They have finally got thelr suggestions to a
polnt where they wish to send four poople, namely!:

Alfred A. Strelsin of New York;

Eenneth Leslie of the "Protestant Digeat”;
Andrew L. Somers, o Member of Congress, and
Poter H. Bergason, a Palestinlan expert,

on private passports to England to lay thelr cases be-
fore the British authorities, The chalrman of the com=
mittes, Strelsin, has been tallkdng at length to Fleld
Marshal Sir John Dill, and this is the procedure finally
recommended by him.

I see no reason why we should not grant pasaports
with reascnable priority; but the underatanding la that
they are merely golng to state the case as well as they
can to the appropriate British sutherity and try to per-
suade the British to make up their minds. This CGovern-
ment does not assume any responsibllity for them except
as it permits their trip. Do you see any cbjection?

AchoBa,Jdr.

Attachment = Letter from Mr. Strelain
dated B=28-42 to Mr, Berle.

A=D AAB:AA




- COFY FOR DIARY FILE
= ' DEPARTMENT OF STATE 1

Memorandum of Conversation

DATE:

suBECT: Desire of Habbi Wise to have Seybenber 15, 1M8,

antine Dovernment protest to
Vi againat deportation of Jews to Oermany.
PARTICIPFANTS:  HRabbl Stephen 3. Wlasj

Mr. A: A. Berle, Jr.

COPIES TO: 8, U, R, Bu

Er—r— = . 1 . = — 1 —— T T
]

Dr., Wise cams in to ses me at his request. His principal
idea was to ses whather we could induce the Argentine Gow=-
srnmant to protest to \'lug againat ths deportation of Jawa
from Prancs to Oermany. thought perhaps & simllar protest

_might also be =ade from Chils.

I told I, Wise that I hardly thought we should ocars to
maks ths Argentine Jovernment our spokesman in Vial and,
indesd; 1 doubted whethsr this would be very effective. I
thought it might be far more ussful if hs sstablished con-
taot with somecne like 'ﬁll“{ D'indrea who might be of
assistancs in popular protest. I told him that, as he no
doubt kmew, we had made the atiffest kind of repressntatlona
to Viehy curselvaes.

Dr. Wise asked whether I could put him in touch with
Bishop D'Andrea which I said I would do.

A.A.B.,Jr.

Nots: I subsequently saw Bishop D'indrea who agresd he would
sss Dr. Wise. Howsever, ths mesting did not coms off ainoe
the only free time the Blshop had was on the Jewlsh holldays.
But I gather that Dr. Wise may be in contaot with the Blshop
by correspondencs or through intermediariss in Argentina.

A-B AAB: AL

X/ 93
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE l

Memorandum of Conversation
DATE: September 25,1942 |

SUBJECT: Request of Stralsin to go to London to urge the .
projsst of a Jewlsh army . 'l

PARTICIFANTS! The British Ambassador, Lord Halifax;

Mr. A A. Berle; Jr.

rﬂ:l’lﬂ‘l’ﬂ: 5, U, EU, PD

Lord Halifax came in to sso =s, &t his requast. -
fis talked about Strelain snd his desire to go to London
to urge the project ¢ the Jewish army. Ho aaid that he
thought that it might be useful to let Strelsin go to
London, 1f nothing else could be done, but he would call |
nim in snd ses whether by a 1littls frank talk here the |
matter sould not be worked outb. F

I told him that the Despartment had no particular
fesling about this, but wo wara not anxious to have the
Jewish army agltation becoms s great publis issus, which
might be embarrasaing to all consernmed. If a chat be-
twsen Lord Halifax and Strelsin would settle the matter,
this would relieve the temslon and clear up thes aifuatlon.
1f not, we could then asse whether 1t was necessary let
thase people go to London and discuss it with the don
officlals.

AokhaBa Jr.

7x ) 277 l




COFY I'ON DDANY FILE

Inl-:nmum OF STATE l
Memarandum of Conversation
DATE:

October 20, 1042
Approech moade by Jewlah Army
Committes to Free Fronch Delepgation.

PARTICIFANTS: M. Tixler, Chlel of “ree Fronch Delsgntion;

COPIES TOn

Up. A. A. Borle, Jr.

5, U, Eu

M. Tixler ca=e Iin to seo me ot hils rogqueat.

lle aald that he hod been approached o Committea
for a Joewiah Army and asked to sign o manifeste in faver
of the Jewlah Army. lla naked what position wa wore taking
in the matter.

1 said that the Cosmittes for a Jewish Army haod boon
talking to ua teoo. Je had taken no poalition. We had
manifested saympathy with thelr plight; we unddratood the
British Government was not fevorable to the idea. We had
sugceated that they take the matter up with the War
Ugpartment and I understodd that the Jewlsh Army Committeo
was pressntly planning to see whather a bettallon of
atateless Jews might not be formed within the [ramework
of the Armerican Army. I could not undertake to say what
posltion the War Department would take. In aum, the
Amorican Government had not yet token a position and I
therefors ‘could not anawer his question. i

AehoB.,Jr.

A=B RAD:tAA
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‘ DEPARTMENT OF STATE l

ABBIBTANT SECRETARY
Hovember 23, 1042

Momorandum

A fairly quiet day yesterday, with some good musla
in the afternocon.

At Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpal'a party, I ran into
the South Jufﬂ.-:lr? Minister, who 1a much worrisd about
colored troope golng through South Afrdea. I think

somsthing can be done about 1t.

This mr:}!.ng, an attempt to maul this Department
into settling n aingle but fundamentnl lsaue, namsly,
whor.t;lr wa tagkls the West European economy on the
basis of & reglon, or whather we tagkle 1t s a sorles
of separate natlonalities. If we don't aattla umtmﬁg

sbout it pretty soon, 1t will be settled for us.

LS

A chat with Raymond Clapper, who wants to know
the atory on what Lehman 1s golng to do about relief.
off the record, I told him mbout the internatlional
relisf possibilitles. The agreesments are pratty wall

forward.

L2 /M
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A string of things thls afternocon, mastly of
1ittls importance, The people who want Eo do soma=
thing sbout the Jewlah army want to go forward with
1t; I am referring them to the War Department, as this

1o & milltary matter.

A chat with Paul Ouerin, who haa been dolng the
pconomle reprasentation in Horth Afrlce. NHow he wanta
to get at LEt again; bub 1ike all Frenchmen, he 1s laft
mors orf lass 1ike u flah out of water, there belng no
government in North Africa and a Quisling government in
Pranas. Put this brings up the entlre quastion of
whather we ought te be providing & government in Nerth L™
Afrlca. At the moment, we ars not, and I think rightly,
becauss I see nothing on whiech to found any real actlon.
80 I uuppﬁaa it will come eventually to & military gov-

arnmant.

pakar apparsntly capltulated thim af ternoon--and

414 so apparsntly of its own fres will, slnce wo have

no forees anywhere near thers capable of touching the
place, =llitarily. This glves ua control of the entlire
African coastlins, with the exception of the strip run-

ning from Bizerts te Benghazl. The French troops in
Tunis

7 /M3
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Tunis have apparently Jolned up almost wholly, so that
thers ars porhaps 12,000 Axls troopa, Merman swnd Itallan,
in the aitiea of Tunis ond Blrerte,--a small atrip on
the comat. I mosuma that we shall be driving in there
almost any time now,ond 1 we have any luck, that lag of

tha Journeay will be over.

The War Dspart=ment has got out Lts snnouncement
of en Austrian Leglon, followsd at once by the Hapaburgas,
who are waleoming 1t and propose to get up to organles
the army. Thus the scheme of Fellx Frankfurtesr haa
worked more or leass, ;;d & violent controveray la begin-
ning right away. I imagine 1t will be blamed on the
State Department, though the Lord knowa the State Depart-
mant opposed this tooth and nall, right from tﬁﬂ begln-

ning.

L

L 3 1




BUBIECT! Posltlon of Jews in Donmark.

PARTICH

COPIES TO: 5, U, FA/D, BEu

COFY FOR DIANY }ILE

l DEPARTMENT OF STATE |

Memarandum of Conversation

DATE:

Dagembar T, 1040, l
i

panTs: The Danish Miniater, Mr. Hearlk de Euuf fmann;

Mr, A. A. Berle, Jr.

The Danish Minister cume in to ses mo ab his requsst.

fle discusssd o littls tho positlon of Jews in Danmark.
tnies mora the Oermans had renewad thair regueat lor en-
forcament of antl-Jewlsh luws. Danlaoh Jawa had thembalvas
roquested tha Danlsh Governmsnt to intern tham == no doubt
resling thelr fats would bo bLetter iT thay wars intarned
kindly by the Denes than i1f they wera asized by Lhe Ger-

mans. The problem waa whether they should yield to this. o

Theare wos olways ths posaibility that even if the Donea
dld pass laws internlng Jews, the Germana would ssize the ]

Jawn anyway. ]

Ths Minlater ssld he had discussed this with Fellx i
Frankfurter who had glven no advice but had rocommanded
that he take the advice of Chaim Welzmann.

1 sald this was n very dlfflcult sl tuation. II Den-
mark ylelded to the anti-Jewlish lawa she would be accused
of having pons fnr down the Nazi mth., Yst fallure to
aceept them might actuslly be the death of many Jowa., I

did not fesl we could advise 1n the matter. I sald that,
apsaking peraonally, I should feel that the final conaldera-
tion had to ba the aafety and idantity of the Danlsh atate;
and 1t was o very open question whether the panish internment
of Jows would protect them very lomg. Buk thare ware many
who ware far mors compe tent than I to advise on the point.

P

o 2 3
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l DEFARTMENT OF STATE l

DIARY FILE
Memorandum of Conversation

pATE: January 5, 1043

SUIJECT:

PARTICIPANTE: The PFlnnish Chargh d'Affairen, Mr. T. O. Vaherwvuorl;

Mp. A. A. Borle, Jr.

COPIES TO: Sp-lip-BHp-PASB (Mo distributlon)

i ——— ]
ass -

The Finnioh Chargl came in to mes ms, ot my request.

1 said that we had thoard reports that Jews in Fln=-
land wers baing expslled into Osrmany; and that somawhat
tha same policy was bolng followsd with regard to other
sxiles. As the Chargh lmew, this was squivalent to con=
demning them to n terrible death; and I wanted to ingulire
& to the truth of the reports.

i Ths Finnlsh Chargh sald that he would look into the
makter.

The Chargh then said ho hoped that the varlous sx=
planations regarding the Prasident of Finland's attending
tha Japaneas Legatlom party to celsbrats the annlveraary
of Pearl Tarber had soverad the situamtion. I said that I
Lnew nothing that could bo added to what the Chargh lknew
was our view of the matter. pearl Harbor was an evil date
in our hiatory. We had satiafied ourselvea of the factd, =
HeClintosk had flled his proteat, and that was thakt.

The Chargh then ingquired whother this Oovernment really
ob jeaoted

X I 77
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objested to the continuancs of Witting ms Minister of
Poreign Affairs. I asnld that I did not conslder that

we had any mandats to advias on the mombership of the
povernment of & forelgn country. I mipght add, frankly,
that I did not mee any chanse for bottermont in Finnlish=
Amarican relutions so long as that kind of leadership

continued.

£y
ARG, TP,

A=-B3 E8
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| DEPARTMEMNT OF STATE

ASSISTANT SECRETARY

MEMORANDUM

Jopuary 13, 1043

I bogan the day with the Secretary and Atherton.
Sghoenfeld, our Minlater in llelsinki, 1s boack and has
been talking with the Secrotary. As & reault of thles, and
some other problema, the Seeretary belleves we should get
gloser to the Hussians in all mattera of governmenta-in-
axlls. The problem ia how to eatabllah cloasr contact.
Atherton and I then adjourned to get up a memorandum. Ao
I see 1t, this may be the spsning towards o closer rela-

tionship with Russaila, which I think is all to the good.

51ir Ronald Campbell same LIn; then o meeting of thé

Foralgn Nationmlitles group.

Lunch with Schoenfeld. Ila plves n fasclnating
acecount of the Filnnlah poalition. He thinks the Finns
may back out of the war, but not ilmmedistely. They
elalm, of courss, not to have taken an active part in
the summer campalgn, but they have neverthesless tied up
twenty-two Mussian divislons which were badly needed elae-

whera. He roalssd with me, too, the question of closear

ralotlona

5 /Y
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roelationa with Russia, thinking that mere eontact and

contimulity would help, wo & atarter. T think he Lla right.

Nlook and o =on nomed furke came in, on & scheme to
glve o monopoly of the welphlng of Cuban sugar wo are buy-
ing te Burke's company. Nothing dolng, oo far as I am

congarnod.

Loalie Craven came in, to plead the cause of Yarex;
I polnted out that he was really rolasing the entire prob-

lem of o change in alr polley.
Mokt

I naked Jocob Landou, of the Jewlah Overssans News
Apeney, to come deown and telk te me. I pave him a thumb=
noll aketoh of my own 1denm about the necassary course of
pelitlcel warfare in Europe, namely, that we uh:}uld hava
to work Iit-!_i what we found, quite irreapsctive of whother
they were the kind of people wo liked, or not.

Landau went sver tha situation and he sald that he
wan firmly in accord with the penoral line we had laid
out. I told him that when we were doing what cught to be
done wo ought te be lsmune from the kind of persconal attack
which had prevailed during the North African business. He
sald he thought so, too, and would asee that so far as hia
outfit was concerned thls was ma‘ntained.

He

X ) L0
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=B
e emphasiged the chagrin of the Czechs at not being

treated, an they thought, as well as the Foles and othera.

Specifically, they wanted thelr Legatlon ralaed to the

otatus of Embasay.

Thon Dergeson came in, to discuss tho horrlble fate
of the Jaws == and it 1s horrible, indesd. Our own reporta
show somo hundreds of thousands massacred In Kounas; with

aven the Gestapo exegutloner finally going mad, as a result.

AokhoDo Jre

A-B:AADIES
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COFY FOH DIAHY FILE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE l

Memarandum of Conversation

DATE:

Jenuary 18, 1043
HUBJECT: Finlanid's Jewlsh Pollecy

PARTICIPANTS: The Finnish Churgh d'Affalres a.l., Mp, Vahervuorlj

Mr, A, A. Yarle, Jr.

COPIES TO: s, U, PASD, Eu

The Fipnish Chargh cams in to sss me at his request.

In a provicus conversation with him I inquired ass to
Finnish polliey with regard to sxpulsion of Jewa from Fin-
land, u point en which there had bean press commant harse,
and n point also made by the Foleas. At that time the Chargh
sald he would glve me a memorandum covering this subject.

He called today to present the attached memorandum. I
poald wa wore glad to have a atatement of Finnish policy in
this regard which reaffirms Finnlish inslstence on ths right
of asylum to Jews nn woll as to other refugess.

AAB.,dr,

Rote:-

1 am= not sure that the memorandum is pafflcleantly deflnite
to bes aatisfactory; but we did have the hope that our interest
in the subject might tend to prevent the Finne from deporting

refugess into Axis handa.

Adh.B.,Jr%
A=U RALIAA
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I ROATION uf FINLAND
WASHINGTON, D.C.

On January Oth,; 1043 Wre, Adolf lLerle, Asslastant lesore-
tary of State, suggested to the Chargd d'Affaires m.l. of
Finland that the lptter may furnish him with certaln infor-
mation about the position of Jews in Finland,

Mr, Vahsrvueorli had the cocasion to prossant to Mr, larls
on January lith tha following factat

Certaln newspapers and other publicatlons in the United
States as well sa abroad have lately contalned allepatlona
that ths Jews in Finland were in danger of deportation to
Garmany or to Oerman-gocupled cvuntriess at the request of
the Usrman Oovernment, that Jewlah refugees in Finland wers
belng held in prisons or !n ccnoentratlon oamps, eto., ata.

Thess rumors and allegations are altogesther falass and
without m? foundation in fact, They oan in moat ocases be
outright charscterized as delibesrate hostile propaganda
undertaken with the ultimate purposs of doing damage to Fln-
land. However, Lt im to ue noted that this propagands as
far as aould be meosrtained dld not originate from the
Finniseh Jews nor from any other recognized Jewlsh comsunity.

As far as the Jowlsh citizens of Finland are conocesrned,
they snjoy all the rights and privileges guarantesd by the
Constitution to every cltizen of Finland regardless of race
or oreed, and, consequently, they cannot be deported to any
forsign country. No change in the status of Jews has taken
plaos nor been cont lated sinos the adoptlion of the pre-
sent Constitution In 1919, A so-called "Jewlsh problem"
doss not even sxist in Finland whers the Jews, somas E,000
persons in all, ars loyally taking part in the oommon defensa
of the country as well as in the discharge of other duties
of cltisanship.

llearly 300 Central Huropean Jewlsh refugees ocazs to
Finland soms Years ugo, of which a conalderabls mumber
emigrated in 1940 and 1041, shiefly to the United Jtates,

and
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and the rest, about 180, in Pinland, Moat of them
ars living by themselves 1ln erant of the oounbry.
Only 89 able=bodled men without specl cooupations ars for
the duration of the war in ascordanses with gEsnaral law
of sonsaription of labor of Juns 18 1089, smploysd by ths
ﬂud:n suthoritiss, as ares Finnish citisens in the sams
pos onl.

No considerations of race or religlon have sver influsnosd

the treatment scoorded to the re s or to sny nmw
$n Finland, The right of asylum of Jewlah as well as othar
refugess has always besn snd is being respsoted by the Pinnish
suthori ties provided the refugess themsslves have not for-
felted this right by oriminal motivity and have been legally
somvioted of sush sotivity by e tent tritunals, Thers have
besn only four suoh cases among the Jewish refugess in FPinland,

Junuary 18th, 1943.
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY ' '

Jununry 20, 1943
MEZLO LA DM

My, I. F. Htons came In to noo mo. llo anld he hod
pleked up a story that, being anti-Somitie, 1 had opposad
tho sending of m Jew to North Africa. I told him thare
was nothing in it. 1 had polnted out that thero was o Jew-
fah problem thora and 1f they wara sonding a Jew, 1t would
be wins to nend one who had o hiph depres of aavelr-falre,
and proferably someono who had had experience in navigating
in troubled international wiatera. 3tone sald ho nccepted
thin, mnd wonld nol publish the story.

HMla than anld, howsver, that this amd similor nlnt.nrun
wara coming out from coertaln responsible quartera in the
fovernment and he thoupht I cupht to do someothing mbout 1t,
1 told him I couldn't do very mich unleas somebody pave me
soms charges and apocifications to work en, Ha ndvised a

lattar to MPorreat Davia to Ffind out something about thils,

AeheBoydre

.
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Aprdl 20th
1943

HEMORANDNY

3 = Ur. Seoratary:
A=l = lr. Long: (Copy direct)

There has boen considerable discussion of possible
mepourea to chaclk the German nassacre of Jews, and to
aalvags some of the Jews who nay escape to Spain or Tur-
Key.

Tha prinelipal sugrestions sdvanced ars these:

(1) A threat by the United Mations, (or by Britaln
and the Tnited States)] that in respect of each massacre
reported, they will select o German town, irreapective of
military value, and completely deastroy 1t.

Commont: This ls dramatlie, but apparently impracti-
egl. Alr Corps officers wlth whom I have
talked say they are uaing the maximum
strength now on military cb jectlves; that
to divert any of 1t to mere reprisal doa-
truction would simply slow up the work of
winning the war. In addition, it puts us
on a morsl plane with the Germans them=
salves, wilch I think we should net wish
to do,

(2) That tho United Natlons male a solemn declara-
tion that they will tuke each and evary cne of these
messacres into agoount in determining the period of ocoupa-
tlon of Garmany, when defeated, and in determining the
terms of such occupation. -

A varipnt of this 1o an indicatlion that the popula-
tions which have been badly used will be permitted to have
sontrol in areas of Uermany chiefly gullty of the massacres.

Comment: While there are objectlions to the above,
ths possibility of such a declaration
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seoms to me worth consldering. 'We have
stated that we proposed to punish the pullty.
This 1s merely an extenslon of that state-
mant. 1t does Indlcate, however, that we
shall hold the Jerman people responaible in
some pessure for the barbarity of thelr gov-
errmont, 1 presume on the theory that they
have tolerated and mocopted the continuance
of thut government, Thore seema to be no
real obiectiin to this, since a mass protest
by the rman people to massacres of this
¥ind could, in my judgment, force stoppage

|

of the LQESACIGE.

1 such & declacraticn wore deteruined
upon, 1t should wentlon not only the Jowa
but also the Poles, Czechs am! Tugoslave.

1 shculd favor caraful conalderation
of such a declaratlon.

(3) The prompt sslvage of such Jews and other rafu=

gees as have

boen able to escape. These ars chliefly com-

prised in groups which can splelkle out of the Balluns into
Turksy, and who may escaps throurh the Pyrenses into Spaln.

Corment :

Aa to this projJect:

(a) It 1z probable that, if a declaration
such oz that suggested above, ware mada,
scme intimstlon could be included that more
lentent trectment would be given to Hungary,
Sumanin and Aulparis if they protocted these
populations and facilitated thall® escape.

{b) The United States and Britain would have
to provide transport to take these pecple
from Spain or Turkey to a place of refuge.
Such transport s extremely difficult te goat.
In this connectlon, 1f the Army mtﬁittn
action in the Eastern Mediterransan, re-
sult would probably be to make transport even
less available than 1t is now.

But so far as Turkey is concerned, I
think errangements could be made for transport

agross
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acrosa Turkey to 3yria or Lebanon over land,
either by the railroad which runs from Iatan-
bul to Aleppo, or in some other appropriate
fashion. Concelvably, evon arwy trucks could
be used.

The posalbilities of over=land transport
ought Lo be carefully explored.

(e} Conslderation should be glven to the
possibility of & haven of refuge. The Jews
in thie country Invarlably push the cause of
Poleatine, Ths dancers in thia of course are
too well lnown Lo nheod diseussaing.

The surpeatlion has been made that
Cirenaica (the humy of Libya next to hgypt)
gonld be uaed for that purpose. a survey of
tlwut territory has baen made by Colonel Ebln
ins, leading tu the conclusion that some=
thing eould be done. The bulk of the Italian
population have been evacuated; the native
population 18 not preat; the srea and posal-
Lilities are probubly ample for the number of
rafugess which could be evacuated. The prin-
cipal diffieulty is that such an operation
would probably be expenalwe; and thaet ahip-
pinz would have to bea provided from Syria to
one of the rorta in Clrenaica, prosumably
Bencasl, The condition of the port of Ben-
asi is bad, though probably good encurh to
take care of the iimited traffic occasionsd
by refurecs.

it would Le possible, under the clircume
atances, to work out an arrangement with the
Britlsh, setting anide apecifled partas of
Cirenaica as military zones of refuse. This
could be done probably a aimple Army order.
A eertaln amount of supplies could ba made
available through the Middle East Supply
Center., 1t is probable that a maximum of
100 thousand psople might be taken cars of
in thia feshlon == provided shipping were
avallable to carry them; or land transport
arcund the Mediterranean could bs made
avallable.
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The Conference at Bermuda might be

instructed to set up a atudy group with
power to examine thls project in all ita
phases, and endsavor to work 1t out.

Care should be taken not to unduly
axclte hopea.

A.d.B.,Jr.

A=BrAABIAA




SUBJECT!

PARTICIPANTS: D, Hohusm Goldman,

COPIES TC: 5, U, Bu, HE

b
{
I DEPARTMENT OF STATE I

Memearandum of Conversation DIARY COFY !
DATE: June 22, 1943 |r

1. Commission to try crimes againat clvilimnag
2, Paleatine queoatlon

Er. A« A Borle, Jr.

Dr. Goldman como in to sés mo, to rolse bwo pointa.

Fipat, he wontod to know whother the Ytnte Department
could not now take the lead ln petting the appointment and
an snnouncement of the commission to try crimea agalnat
givilipns == wikh spoclsl reference to Uormana wio had com=
mleted ntrocitiss in connection with the Jowlah massacres.

Preaident and

1 sald that thia matter was before the
further ths State

that 1 did not sse that there was anything

Departmont could do.

Zsoond, he sald that they had been canvasalng the
mattar of Palestine, in London. Thoy wars now convinced,
from intervlews with Rritish officlals, that Britain waa
prepared to mbandon the doctrine of the White Paper =--

which in any ca

ning April next. e said that thara was general agroement

a8 closed Paleatine to immigration begin- "

that L the United States would tale jolnt rosponsibllity
this would omse matters greatly. He wondered whother wa

could not inltinte & move to that sffect.
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7 puld that I had slwoys denlt with extreme [rankness
{n thias entlre Jowish matter, and I wished to continue to
dn an. Thors were many oloments to boe conalderod 1in ocon=
noction with ony wove by the Uniited Statea Lo asgums Jolnt
rosponsibllity for Paleatline == & roaponaibility ahe had
declined to ssswme in the days of President Wilsen. lut
sne of the most potent romsona was the almple fact that
this Dopurtmont had no right to aasumo responsibllitien
in Peleatine -- or for that maktter, elsswhores ovearasas ==
wntll 1t was mssured thut the publie opinion of the country
ond the Congreas of tho United States was proparsd to go
through with the obligatlions accepted. Assumbtlon of
jolnt reaponalbility meant pledging the Unlted States to
use met and money, and perhapa force, In that reglon.
Only the Congress of the United States could plve us the
uutlmrit‘y}n mikn good on any reaponsaibility assumed.
Until this preliminery quostlon wos settled, 1t did not
seem Eo me that we wers in any shape to initiate such move.

T said I thouprht 1t botter to speak very bluntly and
cive him exmebly the position, rather than to loave him
under any misconcoption. @uite irreapective of the peraonnl
feslinca of any of us, the aspumptlion ol overaeap reaponal-
bilities by the Unitod States woa o historic declalon of
such importance that 1t hued to be most carefully considered,
and dome in the Hnowledre of full support by the country.

AdAoBe I

A-DiAADIES
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T:m' for Mary
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Memorandum of Conversation

DATE:

July 20, 1043

AURSECT: Ywlagn Minister's cuservatfons on hin

rocent trip to Switzerland;
position of Alloa townrds Switzerland.

PARTICIPANTS: The Swiss Hinlater, Mr. Charles Hrupgmanng

Mr. A. A. Borls, Jr.

COPIES TO: 4, U, A=A, PASD, En

Tha Swliss Minlater come in tu ses mo at his request.
1o morely wishod to catablish sontoct alter his trip to
4wt tzorlond. He chatted ponerally pbout conditions in Uer=
many, saying that thors was obvioualy a growing unhapplneas
on the parkt of the Uarmian poople, but no lmmediate sipna of
rovolt., Tho Swiss conaiderod that thoy wers noarer to war
than ovor, sinse if the Tfighting conterad in the north of
Italy, Swiss routes would bocomo Inportant.

Hle spld pront domape had resulted from Allled bomblng
in Germany, but thia was offasst scmowhat by the Fast that
Ugrman coal delivoriss from the Ruhr cams in pretty repularly
and thuat the tranaportation system sesmed to bo running
about on schedule.

lg was a 1ittls bitter shout what he ealled the dual
position of the Alllea towards Switzerland. Ile sald the
political peopla acemed to recopnize that Seitzerland was
doing well and making brave hesdway ofainst Hitler. But
mauur:imwu.le people treated Lhem an thoupgh they were Allles
of Hitlar.

He montioned the German trade necotiations as having -1-‘]."*‘"
bean extromely difficult. The German nogotintors lopt

atoadily
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stomdlly alluding to the fact that litlor had o apoclal

hatred for 3wlitzerland due, in purt,
4wips hnd shelterod Jowa, and brought
throat at many points in Lhe negotiation

A= AAB:AA
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