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Haseary faard e
FRANK J. LAUSCHE & £ EMMANUEL CHAPMAN
Mapar, Dhils Prabesies, Fandbkem and Henter
Most Bev. RONERT E LUCEY y
Archiishog, San Anssnls, Trsss 41 T ¥ e 1y
FRANE MURPHY Ears ' el PN June 2, 1944.

Supreme Court Jusiice of the 1 5.
JAMES E MURAY
Hamaine

PHILIF MURRAY
oy e
Linicns
GEORGE N, BHUSTER
Prossdeni, Wuster Callage

Hen. Franklin D. Hoosevelt
frapident of the United States
The Wkite Heuae

Jashington, D. C.

Dear President Roosevelt:

rThe Committee of Catholleca for Human Rights, at
1ts lemberahlp Committea meeting held laat night at the
Hotel Commodors, Hew York, unanimously ado] ted the follewing
pesclution to be sent to Fou:

wha eatablisrment of "frée porta” whereln
pefupgees can Cind a haven, pending plans ror thelr
parmanent setb 1event has our streons approval. To
nooi orm the Ln"ﬁn—u- "work of morey of :haltarlnf
tha CFC‘E!i- the vietims of laz! persccention and
*n‘ushlca, is olementary Jhriatlnni+" gnd democracy.

Very sinceroly yours,

Emmanuel Chapma
Director
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Honorary Board
FRANK J. LAUSCHE
Mayor, Cleveland, Chio

Moat Rev. ROBERT E. LUCEY
Archblehop, S8an Antonlo, Texas

Acting Direc

EMMANUEL CHAPMAN
Frofessor, Fordham and Hunter

FRANKE MURFHY
Supreme Court Justlice of the U, 8.

JAMES E. MURRAY
Senator

FHILIF MURRAY
Fresldent, Congress of
Industrial Unlions

GECRGE N. SHUSTER
President, Hunter College

June 2, 1944,

Mr. John W. Pshle
Executive Dirsctor
War Refuges Board
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Fahle:

The Committes of Catholics for Human Aights, &t
its Membership Committes meeting held last night &t the Hotel
Commodore, New York, unanimously adopted the followlng
redolution, to be sent to Fresldent peevelt and to yourself:

The sstablishment of "free ports" whersin
refugess can find & haven, pending plans for thelr
parmanent settlement, has our strong approval. To
perform the corporal work of mercy of sheltering
the homeless, the viotims of Nazi persecution and
injustice, 1s elsmentary Christimnity and democracy.

Yery slngersly yours,
/8/ EMMANUEL CHAFMAN

Emmanusl Chapman
Director

ECITRW




IUN 15 1044

In reply pletss
rafer tol B804

Dear Miss Bradley:

Sinoe my reply o your regemt lsttar concerning
temporary havans in the United States for refugess, the
President has taken motlon for the establishment of an
Emergency Befuges Shelier at Fort Ontario, Cmwego, New
York. I am sare you will be {ntarasted in reading the
attached coples of the Presldent's rrosnt msssages &0
Congress, his sablegras of Juns B, 1944, %o Antassador
Robert Murphy, in Alglers, mnd his semorandus of the same
date %o the agency heads concernsd with the sxzecutlon of

the plan.

Let me take this opportunity %o thank you again
for the inter~st which you have exprassed in this mather.

Tery truly yours,

W, PaN1N

J. ¥, Pehls
Exsoutive Director

Miss Elisabsth 0. Bradley,

Exscutive Segretary,

Committes for s Demeoratic
Toraign Poliay,

B85 FLfvh Avemue,

Bew Tork 17, New Tork.

Englowsuras.

f';,fﬁ ¥ EBTowleriinp 6/16/44
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B94 JUN 5 1944

Dear Miss Bradley:

Thank you for your letter of May 28, 1944,
concerning the sstablishment of temporary bhavens for
refugees,

Tour interest in this problem is appreciated,

Very truly yours,

4, ¥, Pehle
Exscutive Director

Ninn Elizabeth &, Bradley,
Executive Ssoretary,

011
B&B Ty iy
Few Tark 17, Few Tork,

ﬂ"lﬂutmlnmm [ E w\_.
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COMM ITTEE FOR A 666 PAftn Avenwling Authority
DEMOCRATIC New York 17, N
FOREION POLICY s Wﬁnu 1944
Telephonet r;@m—
—tit
R A
WM. JAY SCHIEFFELIN, Chairman May 25, 1944 :

MORTIMER HAYS, Chairman
Executive Commities

Mr. John W Pehle,
Executive Director,
War Aefuges Board
Treasury Department
Washington, D. C.

Dear Hr. Fehle

I ag wrltlng you in behalf of our Commlttes %o tell
you of our complete support and agproval of the
propossd plan to establish "Free orts" for
refugees in the United States.

I belleve that 1t is very difficult for all of us

in the comfort and securlity of our homes here 1n

the United States to think of the inoredible suffer-
ing which the Jewlsh people of Europe have undergone
in the last decads.

Many thoughtful citizens feel that the U & Govern-
ment has made only emply gesturea toward remedying
their suffering. They realize the difficultles in-
volved in edmitting large numbers under rt;:ilr
immigration regulaticna. Therefore, the "Fres Fort"
solution seems To us to meet both humanitarian
objectives and the difficultles whish might arlee
from & more liberal approach to the problem,

I hope that the matter can go forward speedily - it
1s long overdus.

Sincerely youra,
/s/ Elizabeth G. Bradley’

Elizabeth G. Bradley
Executive Seorsftary

EGB: MO
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In reply vlea=s

refar Lot

anai

Dear Vr=. Conard:

Prasident Roo-ewvelt ha- referrsed to ms your latter
of August 29, 1944, concerning the plight of the Jew= in
Hungnrys

Enclosad n- & matter of interes=t to you is a copy
of n joint =tstement recemtly l=-usd by the Jovernment- of
the United Ztetez mnt Orent Pritain, econcerning thi- metter.

11 practicable mea=ure= to protect the Jew= in
Hungnry have besn snd are being teken by thi- Governmant in
cooperntion with other government= and with privats refuges
organiration=. Fles=e be assured that we will continue to
dn sverything in cor power to =ave an= sany of thees people

me poe-ible.
Sinperaly yours,

Atmmad) I, . Fellg

J. ¥. Pehle
Exscutive Diractor

Hre. Lastitin M, Conard,
Grinnell, lowa.

Enclosure.

i;g; EBTowler:inp 9/13/44 w L
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In reply please

rafer tol

1454 JUN &0 1944

Dear Mr. Stern!

Tha President has referrsd to me your regent latier
concerning the sstablishsent of %emporary havems in the United
Seaten for refugess.

1 am sure you will be glad to kmow of khe Prealdent's
sction in sstablishing an Emergency Refuges Shelter at Fort
Ontaric, Oswego, New Tork, OCoples of bils recent messige to
Gongress, his sablsgras to Asbassador Marphy in Alglers, and
his mesorapdus of June 8, 1944, to the heads of the sgencles
conosrned in the sxecution of the project ars snolossd.

Tour soncern for the fute of refugess and your
{ntersst Ln the problem of providing places of maylum for
them are greatly appreginted.

Sineerely yours,

J. W, Pehle
Exsgutive Direator

Hr. Oharles M. Starn, Fresldent,

Gongregntion Beth Emeth,
Temple Offios, TB Siate Stirest,
Albany T, New York.

Enalowures.

E¥Towlertinp 6/26/44
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Congregation Retly Tumeth i

Lmcanter and South : -
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3% o ermpgn, aTIRe 13, 1944,

e

Honorable Franklin D. Hoosevelt, Fresident,
White House,

Washington,

Da Ca

Sir:-

At n meeting of the Board of Trusteas
of Templs Beth Emeth held durlng the present month
it was unanimously sproved to ask you to have tha
proper authorities establish "free ports" in pAmerics.

The Board felt that you e re so familiar
with the necessity for the ereatlion of these ports
thet no werds of ours are required beyohd calling
your attention to our great interest in this humani-
tarian profject. We ask and feel confldent that you
wlll do whatever ias Enlnihlu towards an early creation
of theae "frea porta".

With mssurances of our high regard, we
are

Cordially youra

CM3: HEE
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Dear Habbi Faldman!

The President has referred to me your
letter of June 14, 1944, enclosing a resolution
adopted by your Board of Trustees, concerning the
establishment of temporary havens in the United
States for refuress,

I am sure you will be gla! to know of the
Fpesident's sction in establishing an Zmergency Refugee
Shelter at Fort Ontaric, Jswego, Yew York, Coples of
his recent message to Congress, hie cablegram to Ambne-
sador Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of June B,
1944, to the heads of the agencles concerned in the
execution of the project are enclosed,

The concern of your Congregation for the
fate of refugees and your interest in the problem of
providing places of asylum for them are greatly appre-
ciated,

Sincerely yours,

va Bg =omuP

J, ¥, Pehle
Executive Director

Kabbi Abraham J, Feldmmn,

The %nm%:_ﬂ Beth Inrael,
145 Ballard Drive,

West Hartford 7, Conneecticut,

Enclosures,
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THE COHGR!GITIOH BETH ISIIIE

o R G A N | T E D

HARTFORD ;,CI:IHHI\E'I'ICUT

e :
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QFFICE OF THE NAREI

ABFMAHAM J. FELDMAMN
148 BALLARD DRIVE
WIET HANTPORD ¥ CoN Juna 14, 1944

The Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House

inphington, D, C.

Sir:

The undaraigned beg to transmit to you the enclosed resolution on Fres
i e — :

Ports adopted by the Hoard of Trustees of this Congregation.

Respectfully yours,

S ainis S it

Maurice Hartman, Preaident Habbd

rahtm J. Feldman

ATF:ETY
Encloaure




RESQLUTICH ol FREE POEIS

Adopted by the Jourd of Trusteea
of the Comgregetion Beth Isrsel
at ita Meoting held Juns 9, 1944,
at Hartford, Comnnecticut.

kmarion wes foundsd by refugees; by refugess fleeing from religious perae—
cution and reciel bigotry. This great netlon “conceived in libarty™ has Lesn
peculinrly sensitive to the ery of its brothers' blocd wherever cnd whenevar
they have besn enslaved nnd persecutsd, Particulsrly beceuse of its deep
relizious beritage and cheracter, believing that men ore endowed by their
Crestor with certain inslisnsble rights, Bmong these being liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness, and above all, life, Americe hes been the treditional
haven of those who heve been robbed of these precious possessions.

The hour has come when imerica must onoe egein rise to this, her manifest
destiny, when the Ood vho led our early Founding Fathera to this riehly dowered
land i3 eelling upon us to "bring forth the prisoner from the prison house end
thoas that dwell in darkmeas from the dungeon.™

Wa commend the President of the United Stetes for nis lesdership emd
vision manifesated in chemploning the cause of the afflictad, not oaly by words
tut by forthright desds, ZEspecinlly tinely hns been Lis recent cresilon of the
War Refugee Boord, which haa nlresdy evidenoced ita sincers determination to
sescus B3 many ms yossibie of ihoas vietims of Maziism othervise marisd oot for
sholesals almighter in the nlsn of “free porta" advocated by the Yer-Refugte
Board, whersby temporsry heven nay be provided for those who would otherwise be
murdered to the last man, Je ogres thet dmerics con do no lesa for thess, our
allies snd fellow-foes of Mngiiam, then we do for our enemies who, na prisonsra
of wer, aro provided with st least such temporary sojourn and saqurity. We
sppesl to the scnseionce of Amarica to respond {rmediately to this sugmestion
of the Var Hefuzes HBoard, ond we oall upon our representativesa in Congresa, na
well as upon all our fellow=-gltizens, to save the lives of thousands and owan
yundreds of thousands, otherwise destined for mass extermination, by setting
up #t ones such free ports, such islondas of temporary resous, upon the free and
cherishsd soll of Amorlces

i Voo

Vourice Hertmn, Fresident Rabbd

ATFETV
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refer tol

019

JUL6 1044

Dgar Mr, Maller:

The Fresident hes referred to me your
latter of June 16, 1744, gquoting m resolution
pdopted by the Congregation B'nal Abrahsam concern-
ing the sstablishment of temporary havens im the
United Stntes for refugess,

I am wsure you will be gled to kmow of the
Fresident's motion in establishing an Emersency Hefuges
Shelter at Fort Ontarlc, Oswego, New Tork. Coples of
his recent message to Congress, his cablegram to Ambas-
sador Murphy in Alglers, and his mssorandus of Juns 8,
1544, to the heads of the asrencies concerned in the
exscution of the project are snolosed,

The comsern of your obganiustion for the fate
of refugess and its interest in the problem of providing
places of asylum for them are greatly apnresciated,

Singerd y yours,

J, ¥, Fahle
Exscutive Director

Mr, David 5, Maller,
Frasident,

Oongregation B'nal Abrahas
Heriden, Connestiout, :

‘melosures,

v w“m.tm-uu T-Edd
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|

AL

Tha Prealdent of the United States Mwduy wa,
The ¥White House
Washinston, D. C.

TEElen)

Denr kr, Presldent,

At a meoting of the Congregation B'Hal Abraham held
fondny, June 12, 1844 the followlng resoluticn was unani=
mously adopked,

Wii1liona of Jews hnve been doomed to death by the
blood=-atninad Nazl tyranny and the few who survive in
ixls Burope live daily In the ahadow, But a small remmant .
remnina, helplesa and hunted, doomed ko sxtinetlion unls=an
the damooratle world acta.

The Nazl ocoupation of the Balkana now mennoss the
Jowa who nre trappad in Fungary and Roumsnia, Action; vig=
oroua and sustsipad, and commensurats with Ethae gravity nnd
uraeney of the situatlon, must be undartaken to reacus
thospe who may yet be anved,

¥e reapoctfully addreas A most esarnest appeal to the
Preatident of the Unlted Stategy to approve the eatablishment
of refugee roscus cmmps or freo porta in thls country and
thus proelalm to the world the right of temporary saylum
for those who can escape from the Hitlerlte fury.

This meblon would be in the hiatorle tradition of
Amerion, & grost saylum for the oppressed, It would menn
anivation for thoss who can be brought here, It wonld
gepve ng an example to other nations. It would snccurage
the peoples of the ocoupled countries to shelter the Jows
from their Hagl oppressors, It would be o powarful weapon
in the fight to deny vietory on thla front to Hitlor."

%_MJMA
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Dear Mr, Pfeifert

The President has referred to me your
letter of June 7, 1944, enclosing a resolution
concerning the esteblishment of temmorar~y havens
in the United “tates for refugees,

I »m sure you will he glad to know of the
President's action in establishing an Emergency Refuree
Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New Tork, Copies of
his recent message to Congress, his cablegram to Ambas-
sador Murphy in Algiers, and hie memorandum of June 8,
1944, to the heads of the agencles concerned in the
execution of the nroject are enclosed.

The concern of your organization for the
fate of refugees and its interest in the problem of
providing rlaces of asylum for them are greatly apnre-
clated,

Sincerely yours,

= Lol T

J, %, Pehle
Executive Director

Mr, Leo Pfeifer,

Fresident,

Co at lﬁ!_!‘_ﬂl_lm
Capitel Avenue and Broadway,
Little Rock, Arkansas.

Enclosures,

v
m ﬁgﬂnﬂhimnlm 6=19-44
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LEC) FFEIFER, Prasident Anz.
DAVE GRUNDFEST, Vics Presidant Ans. oy,
R L Thaw June T, 194 0w P
TEANTE GREEN, Becrwiry BT "

Orrecy —TIwren -

Prca 42173 LT L R

IRA K. SANDERS Bearsiry © Be Presigen

- Ur. Pranklin Delano Boocewelt

The President of The United States
The White House

Washington, D. C,

Honorable Siry

The Adninintrative OJommittes of the Union
of Amerioan Hebrew Congregations passed
the snoloeed resclutions at & mesting held
in Cincimnati on Mey 21, 1944.

—

In the name of Congregntion B'Nal Israsl,
Littls Rock, Arkansas, and those refugess
who are in distress at this time, wa kindl
ask vour cooperation in establish

porta® % s Wa will appreciats your
consfd8ratlon of thene resolutions end re=
spectfully ask your sndorsement,

Wa rﬂtgﬂ‘ thet you Imow the grawe ponition
thees people are in and that you will asaist
us in every way possible,.

fully yours,

l“
EGATION B'HAI ISRAEL

LR

?ru:Hﬂnt
Lao Pleifsr/wa

Enc losure




CONGREGATION B'NAI ISRAEL

CAPITOL AVERUE AND BEOADWAY
LirrLe Rock. ARKANSAS

RESQLUTION ON FRES PORTS

Adopted by the Administrative Comittes
Prows 42172 of thes Union of Amsrisan Hebrew Congre=
gations at its Meeting Bald Sunday, May

T ';_m"' 71, 1944, at Cincimati, Ohios <

America wan founded by refugeer; by refuzess lesing
from religious persecution and raoial bigotrys This preat
natinn Moomoeived in liberty” has heen peculiarly sensitive
to the ory of its brothsrs® blesd wharaver and whapsver they
have been enelawed and parsncuted, Partioularly bscpuse of
1ta daep religious heritage and character, bealisving that mam
are sndowsd by their Creator with gertaln irnlisnabls righte,
among these beinp liberty, the pursuit of happiness, snd ahove
all, life, Arerica has bean the traditional haven of those
who hawe besp robbed of these preciout pongess ions,

fhe hour has coms when Arerics must once arnin rises %o
this, her manifest destiny, when the God who led our eerly
Founding Fathers to this richly dowerad land {8 calling upon
ua o "bring forth the prisoner from the prison heousa and
thoss that dmell in darkness from the dunpeon,”

the United States for his
in championing the cause of

He commend the President of
landerehip and vinicn manifested
the afflicted, not enly by words but by forthright desds,
Especinlly timely has heen his recent creation of the War
fiafuges Board, which has alresdy evidencsd lts minoere de=
termination to rescus AF mMATY AR poesible of those vietimn
of Magiisn otherwise rarked cut fer wholesale slaughter in
the axtermination chambers of Europa. a heartily sndorss
the plan of "free porte” advoceted by the Wer fefuzes Board,
whersby tanporary hLaven may te provifed for those who would
otharwise be purdered to the last man. We ngres that Americe
cnn do ne less for these, our allies and follew=fone of Nazl=
ism, than we do for our enenies vho, ns prisoners of war, are
provided with at least such temporary sojourn and securitya
fi= appeal to ths conscisnce af Aserics to respond imedistely
to this suggeation of the War fafuges Boord, and we oall upom
all of ocur congregaticns and thatyr mexbers, ns wall as upon
all of our fellow-oitizens, to save the 1lives of thousands
and aven hundreds of thousmnds, othermiss destined for mees
sxtarmination, by setting up st once puch freas ports, nuch
islandr of temporary rescus, upon the frae and cheriehed soil
ef Americs.




CONGREGATION B'NAI ISRAEL
Capitol Avenue and Broadway
LITTLE ROCK, AREANSAS

= BUY

——= WAR
BONDS
TRENZST MORE WAR 5ONDS!

Mr. Franklin Delann Roosevelt
President of the ''nited Statee
The White House

Washington, D. C.

SAsAmSms LS



In renly pleass ME1T Bl

refer ton 3202

Dear Mr, Rurvits:

%he Presldent has referred to me your lether of
August 1, 1984, concerning the Fmerpency Hefugee Hheltar
sstablished st Fort Untario, Owwege, Wew Tork, to give
temporary asylum o approzisately 1,000 refugess vho had
fled fros thelr homslands to Southern Italy.

Details of the plan wers outlined by the Fresi-
dsnt in his message to Congress on June 17, hin dablegras
to Ambassador Murphy in Alglers, and his memcrandum to the
agency heade fongerned with the exeeution of the project.
Coples of these documents are enclosed as & matter of inter-
est to you.

1 asgurs you that the ¥ar Refugee Board 1n doing
sverything in its power o rescus the vigiims of enemy peres
rution and to find havens of refuge for thes where they can
remsain in safety and be cared for until they can Be returned
to their own comntries at the snd of the war, In this con-
reetion, I am sure you will be lateressted to lmow that ar-
rangements have been and are belng made to rrovide othar
faellities %o cars for refurees in areas nearer to thelr
homelende,

Sineearaly yrurs,
(®emad] J. W. Pokls

J. ¥, Pahle
Exweutive Director

¥r, Henry L, Burwits,

President,

L tion Bna 1
verside Avenuas,

Hed Bank, Now Jarsey.

'
W mmup B=lh=lily
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Congregation Bnai Israel Mty
10 Riverside Avenue Ang.
Red Bark, M. 1.+ Na Ans. Rog.
Initial
FEPECTILY AT AR August 1, 19—
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5
His Excellanoy, Seoreary b e Fresides

Fronklin Delano Roosavelt
Pregident of the United Stotes
of America,
flnshington, D. Cs
pBnT Mr. Proaldent:

The Oongregttion Bnei Israsl of Red B-nk,
Hew Jersey, Tepresenting a membership of one hundred
fifty-one femilies, hans gone on record as whole-
heartedly spproving your afforts in establishing a
nFres Port" in thia country for one thousond refugees
from Hitler's terrcr in Burope . FPlease be aesured
of our sontinusd support in this move.

In visw of the great humanitarian aspect
of this program, we trust thit you will soon be in
s position to open additional "Free Ports" in this
gountry of ours,

Most respootfully Yyours,

CONGHEGATION BMAI IS ARL
BY: =
' C
NTY L tz, Pres.

HLH:JS




In reply please

rafar tol

= JUK 20 1964

Dear 3irs!

The Prasident has referrad to =& your recent letter
concerning the sstablishment of temporary havens in the United
States for refugees.

I am sure you will be glad to know of the Fresident's
sotion in sstablishing an Zmergency Rsfuges Shalter at Fort
Ontario, Cswego, Sew York. Copies of hls Tecent message to
Congress, his cablsgram to Asbassador Murphy im Alglers, snd
his semorandus of Juns B, 1944, to the heads of the agencles
conoarned in the axegution Bf the project are snolosed.

Tour concern for the fate of refugess and your
interest in the problem of providing places of saylum for
them are greatly apprecinted.

Sincaraly yours,

J. W, Fehle
Exsputive Diregtor

Eabbl David H. Wige,

br, 1. J, Bashlin, Fresident,

Gon, tion B'nal Jeshurun,
Strest and Wawerly Avenus,

Hewari, New Jersey.

Englomaren.

M Y EBTowleriinp 62644
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CONGREGATION B'NAI JESHU R

\- HWIiODH BTREET AND WAVERLY AVEMUE
NEWARK, NEW JERSEY - :’;,.'______,_.....----""
DAVID M. WIEE, RARS Req. e —
EOLEMON FOETER, RiEE EmESiTue .- “

o e M

preslident Franklin D. Roosevelt
#White House
Washington, D. C.

Honored Sir:

cognizant of your great humanitarianism, we wish
to add our petition and the petition of our
Trustees and Congregatlon numbering 650 families,
the oldest and largest Jewlsh Congregation in New
Jersey, praying your continued interest in the
rescue of innocent refugees from the ravages of
the Nazls and Nazi-dominated countries. Whatever
gsylum can be afforded them will remew the lustre
tp one of our greatest hAmericen traditicns., We
beseech your leadership in this direction.

Faithfully yours, .
% g
David H. Wice
HRabbl- )
Ir. %E J e Eanhlin

President




Ia reply pleass

rafer tof

1433

SN ¢

Danr Mr, Eraft:

The Fresident has referrsd to me your
lsttar of June 15, 1944, concerning the sntablieh-
ment of tesporary havemn in the United States for
rafugess,

I am mure you will ba glod to know of the
President's action in sstablishing an Erergency Hefuges
Shelter nt Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York., Ooples of
his recent memssge to Congress, his cablegram to Aabas-
apdor Murrhy in Algiers, and his memorandus of Juns 8,
1544, to the hends of the agencles concerned in the
exseution of the project are snrlosed.

The concern of your organisation for the
fats of refugess and its interest in the probles of
providing pleces of asylum for them are greatly spore-
cinted,

Sincerely yours,

J, W, Fehls
Executive Director

Mr, Julius M, Eraft,
Frasidant,

_Congrogation Mishian larmel,

Opange Mnd Audubon Strests,
Wew HEAYEn, Comnscticut,

Enclosurss,

&E:l“{ #ﬂuﬁhlnnlm 6-20-a4
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Juns lo, 1844

Prasident Franklin D. Roosevelt

Washinzton, D.C.

Dear Mr, Prosident,

At a meeting of the Board or
Trusteas of Congregation Misnkan Israel, New Havaen
Ggonneeticut held on Monday evening, June o, 1944, It was
voted to adopt a RESOLUTION ON FREE PORTS. It was furthear
woted that a eory of this resolutlon be sent toc the Prasident
of tne United States, for his kind consideration. Followlng
is ths resclutlion:

America was rounded by rerugees; by refugecs
fleeing from religlous parseoution and raclal BigotTy.
This preat nation "concsived in liverty" has basn
peouliarly sensitive to the ory of its brothers' blood
wneravar and woenever tney have Deen enslaved and
persscuted. Particularly becausa of its deep roliglous
neritage asnd character, bDslleving that men are endowed
by thelr Creator with cercain inelisnable rignts, among
these ceing llberty, the pursult of happiness, and
above all, life, America has been the traditional
naven of those who have been robbed of these rrecious
possesslons.

fhe hour nes come when America mAst once ggain risa
to this, her manifest destiny, when the God who lad our
sarly Founding Fathers To Thia richly dowered land is
ealling upon us to "bring forth the priscner from tha
rigon house end those that dwell in darkness from the
ungeon. "

We commend the President of the United States for
tis leaderanip and vision manifested in enampioning the
gause of the afflicted, not only by words but by forth-
right deeds. Kspeclally timely nas becn his recent
oreation of the War Hplugee Board, which has slready
svidanced its sincere determinatlion e rascus as many as
possible of those vietims of Naziism otherwise mariked
out for wholesale slaughter in the exterminntion chambars
of Surope. ile heartily enderse the plan of "frea ports™
sdvoosated by the Wer nefuges Board, wnareiy TempOTAry
haven may be provided ror those who would otharwlse be
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rirdered to the last man. e agTee Tuel Ansrica
can do no less ror these, our sllies and rallow=
rfoes of Naziism, then we do lor our snemles wig,

as prisoners of war, are provided witn at lesast
such temporary sojourn and security. e appeal

to the consclence ol Amorica To respond irmediately
to this sugpgestion of the jar delfugee Hoard, and

we call upon all of our Gongregations and thalr
members, as well as upon all our rellow=cltlizens,
to save the lives of thousands and even hundreds

of thousands, otnerwise destined for mnss extermina-
tion, by setting up at once such fraa ports, such
1slends of temporaTy rescue, Upon toe Iree and
cherisned soil of America.

With our best wishes I'or your
well=being, ws remaln

Yours raspsctiully,
Cengregationdisnkan Israsl

(VPR W

President
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President Franklin D.

Washington, D.C.

Aoosevelt
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la reply please
rafer to: 1193

Dgar My, Pulvermacher:

The President hnw referred to me your
letter of Juns 6, 1944, concerning the setablishment
of temporary havens in the United States for refusees,

1 am surs you will be glad to know of the
Fresident's action in sstablishing an Emergency Hefuges
Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, Mew Tork, Coples of
his recent mesrage to Congress, his cablegram to Ambas-
sndor Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of June B,
1844, to the heads of the agenciss concernsd in the
execution of the projsct are snclosed,

Tour eopcern for the fate of refugess and
your interest in the problem of providing places of
asylum for them are greatly aporeciated,

Binosrely yours,

J4, ¥, Fahle
Exscutive DMrector

Mr, Joseph Fulvermachar,
::uu.lnl-,

tion Rodeph Sholom,
I;!rﬁ'ﬁn Eighty-Third Street,
New York, New Tork,

Enclowuras,

w\/ Iﬁnﬂm-ntm 6-17-44
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 rerviary 0 e Prowide
June 6, 19044

Preaident Franklin D. Hoosevelt
Thite House
Weshington, D.C.

Wy dear Mr, Praesident:

May I beapeak, with our sister [emples of the
TUnion of American Hebrew Congregations, your co-
operation in approving the estsblishment of "Free”
Forts" in America, Becauss of your great heart
and humane sympathies, we know that you will en-
courage the plan of the iar HoTugee Boeprd to offer
temporary haven to thoss poor afflicted who are the

| vietims of Kazlsm,.

; Amaries, under your leadership, in this great

' hour of liberation, will axtend the heand of help-
fylness to those dlstressed souls who seek haven for

thelr lives.

raly yours,

JoShPH PULVERMACHER
Fresldent ’




In reply pleass

rafar toi

2016 ik 1944

Dear Mr. Juda:

The Fresident has referred to me your latter of
June 20, 1944, and 1ts snclosurs, concerning the sstabllshsent
of temporary havens in the United Jtates for refugess.

1 am surs you will be glad to know of the President's
action in sstablishing an Emergency Refuges Shelter at Faort
ontario, Owwego, New York. Oopies of his recent message %o
Congress, his cablegram to Ambassador Marply im Algiers, and
his memorandum of Jums 8, 1944, to the hends of the agencles
concarned ln the szsoution of the prejest are snolosed.

Your concern for the fate of refugess and your
interest in ths problem of providing plases of asylum for
them are greatly appreclsted.

Sinocersly yours,

J. W, Pahle
Exscutive Direstor

Mr. Lson Judn, Fresidesi,
Congregation Sherith lsrasl,
Califerais and Webster Jerests,
San Francisos 18, Californis.

Hnclosures.

EBTowleriinp 6[26/44
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June 20th, 1944.

Hon. Franklin D. Hoosevelt,
President, United States of Americs,
White House,
Washington, D, C.
Dear Mr. Fresident:

Enclosed herewlth we are pleased
to submit Ra_aalutiun with the hope that it
will help towards echieving this great human-
itarien purpose.

Sincerely yours,

CONGHEGATION SHERITH ISRAEL,
per- h‘JH¢f§7
LI:M Fresident.
Enclosura.

HILLS OF ETERNITY MUMDSIAL PARK . PFOHTALS OF CTEMNATY - MAUSOLIUM - COLUMBARIUM - CREMATORY

ORRED ARD GPERATED BT CONGRIGATION BHINTTS IBAANL




RESOLUTLION ON FREE Fukis

Adopted by the Board of Trustees of Congregation
Sherith Isrnel, Sen Franolsco, Callfornin, st its
meeticg held on Tuesdey, June 13th, 1944.

e

WHEREAS, the United States of Amerleca by 1ts
spirit and by its tradition has bean the haven
of refuge for oppressed peoples, end

WHEREAS, the President of the United States
through the ocrestion of the War Refugee Board
has given evidence of s sincere effort to save
those lives of Nazi viotims which still can be
saved, and

WHEREAS, the suggested plen of Frae Forts advo-
eated by the War Refugee Board providing temporary
baven in vecated ermy camps and other sultsble
places would be the means of saving thousands of
innocent soule who would otherwlise die under the
foot of the Nazl tyrant, =nd would yet not disturb
the present immigraticn laws of our country, NOW
THE RE,

BE IT RESOLVED, that we respectfully call upon our
Srasident, our Senators, our Representatives and
oltizens to sxert their best efforte to put this
plan into effect mt the earliest possible moment.
Signed, this 20th day of June, 1944.

CONGREGATION SHERLITH LSRAEL,
per-




CONGREGATION SHERITH ISRAEL
Califoria and Webster Streets

San Francisco, 15

Hon. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Presifdent, United States of Americs,
White House,

Washington, D. C.
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In reply pleans
refar to! 943

Dgar Mr, Goldberg:

Thank you for your telagrams of Juns 6, 1944,
to the Fresident and to me, concerning the sstablishment
of temporary havams in the United States for refugees,

I am sure you will be glad %o know of the
President's action in sstablishing an Bmsrgency Hefuges
Shelter at Fort Omtario, Oswego, New York. Coplen of his
recont massags to Congress, his cablegram to Ambassador
Murphy im Alglers, and his memorandum of June B, 194,

%0 the heads of the mgencies concernad in the sxecutlon of
the projesct ars smclosed.

Tour comcarn for the fate of refugess and your
{ntsrest in the problem of providing places of asylum for
them are greatly appreciated.

Tery truly yours,

J, W, Fehle
Executive Dirsctor

Mr. Lipman Goldberg,

Seore
Con tion Soms of Iarasl,
383 ‘Byreat,

Lawrence, Massachusstts,

Enclosures,

Il.z-\f’
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 7, 1944

-
s eanectfully referred 0 the

w-w Tafusce Board for ¢ neiderction

L] Jreeee

and aclimowled e nta

[ 2

wrlrTil D. RASSETD
Seceret-ry to the President
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E THE OFFICERS AND WEMBERSHIP OF CONGREGATION'SONS OF ISRAEL
OF -LAVRENCE 1ASS REALIZING THE DESPERATE SITUATION jOF |
REAUREES FROM EUROPEAN COUNTRIES AND THE NECESSIRTY FOR
S1ADINS A HAVEN OR REFUGE FOR THESE PEOPLE DESIRE TO RECORD
OURSELVES IN FAVOR OF LERISLATION FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF FREE' PORTS 11l THE UNITED STATES OF AMERIA=

LIPIAN 30DD3ERG“SECRETARY 363 LOWELL STs



In reply please
refer to: 2944

Dear Mr, Friedlander!

The President has referred to me your
letter of June 29, 1944, ouoting a resolution
adopted by the Trustees of your organization con-
cerning the establishment of temporary havens in
the United States for refugees,

1 am sure you will be glad to lmow of the
Fresident's action in nu‘bll.-hinﬁ an Emergency Refugee
Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New Tork, Coples of
his recent messagze to Congress, his cablegram to Ambas-
sador Murvhy in Algiers, and his memorandum of June 8,
1944, to the heads of the agencies concerned in the
exescution of the project are enclosed,

The concern of your organization for the fate
of refugzees and its interest in the problem of providing
places of asylum for them are greatly aporeciated.

Sincerely yours,

(Rlgmed) . W, FoRiS

J, W, Fehle
Executive Director

Mr, Louis Friedlander,

President,

Congregation Temple De Hirsch,
Fifteenth Avenue at East Union Street,
Senttle 22, Yashington,

Enclosures,

T @k
g&f{ v RBHEutchisoniagr 7-11-44
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June 29, 1944

Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt
President of the United States
The White House

ﬂnﬂhing‘tm ’ D. C.

Sir:
At 8 meeting of the Trustees of our Congregetion, held at

Sesttle, Washington on June 13, 1944, the following resolution
perteining to "free ports" was unanimously adopted:

"pmerica waes founded by refugees; by refugees fleelng
from religlous persecution and raclal bigotry. This
great natlion tconcelved in liberty' has been pecullarly
sensitive to the cry of 1ts brothers' blood wherever and
whenever they have been enslaved and persecuted. Par-
ticularly becsuse of 1ts deep religious heritage and
character, belleving that men are endowed by their
Crestor with certain inallenable rights, smong these
being liberty, the pursult of heppiness, end above all,
1ife, America has been the treditional haven of those
who have been robbed of these precious possesslons.

"The hour hes come when Americe must once agein rise to
this, her menifest destiny, when the cod who led our
early Founding Fathers to this richly dowered lend 1s
calling upon us to 'bring forth the prisoner from the
prison house and those thet dwell in darkness from the
dungeon'.

"Now, therefore, be 1t resolved that we commend the
President of the United States for his lesdership and
vision menifested in championing the ceuse of the af-
flicted, not only by words but by forthright deeds.
Especilally timely has been his recent creation of the



Honorable Franklin D. Ffoosevelt -2- June 29, 1944
FPresident of the Thited States

War Refugee Board, which has slready evidenced its sincere
determmination to rescue ss meny as possible of those victims
of Naziism otherwise marked out for wholessle slaughter in
the extermination chembers of Europe. We heartlily endorse
the plan of "free ports" advocated by the Var Refugee Board,
whereby temporary haven may be provided for those who would

| otherwlse be murdered to the lest man. We agree that Americe
can do no less for these, our allies end fellow-foes of
Nezilsm, than we do for our enemles who, as prisoners of war,
are provided with at least such temporery sojourn end secur-
1ty. We eppeal to the conscience of America to respond
{mmedistely to this suggestion of the Wer Refugee Board to
save the lives of thousands and even hundreds of thousends,
otherwlse destined for mess extermination, by setting up at
once such free ports, such islsnds of temporary rescue, upon
the free end cherished soll of America.

"Be 1t further resolved that a copy of this resolutlon be
forwarded to the President of the United States."

Sincerely yours,

CONGREGATION TEMPLE DE HIRSCH

By

ecretary

EFS:gh
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In reply please
refer to: 2030

Dear Mr, Cook:

The President has referred to me your regent letter
concerning the Nmergency Refugee Shelter being established at
Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York, to give temporary asylum %o
approximately 1,000 refugees who have fled from their homelands
to Southern Italy.

Details of the plan were outlined by the FPresident in
his message to Congress on June 12, his cablegras to Ambassador
Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum to the agency heads ocon-
cerned with the execution of the project. Copies of these docu-
ments are snclosed as & matter of interest to you.

1 assure you that the War Refugee Board is doing every-
thing in its pover to rescue the victims of enemy persecution and
%o find havens of refuge for them where they can remain in safety
and be cared for until they can be returned %o their own commfiries
at the end of the war, In this conmeetien, I am sure you will be
interestesd $o knov that arrangesents have been and are being made
to provide other facilities to eare for refugees in areas nearer
to their homelands,

Very truly yours,
(S1inwed) 4. 9. Pole

J. W, Pehle
Exsoutive Dirsctor

Nr. Charles 0, Oook,
227-A Monroe Street,
Brooklyn, 16, New Tork,

BEnclosures,

WM EBTowler: 7/20/44
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My dear Mr. President:
Admitting a thousand refugees into the
country is certainly a fine gesture, but considering their great

need and how far the quotas are from being filled, don't you
emall? Can't it be multiplied by a

think the number is far too

very respectable numher2-

Cordially yours,
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In reply pleass
refer to: 29089

Dear Mira Cooledge:

The President has referred to me your letter of July
7, 1944, concerning the nlight of the Jewish naople in Eurove,

On January 27, 1944, the President crented the War
‘efures Bonrd for the purpore of taking all possible measures to
rescue and save the victims of enemy oppression and to afford them
all possible relief and assistance consistent with the successful
prosecution of the war.

Te accomplish the purpose for which it was created, the
War Hefugee Board has initinted numerous measures to assist persons
to escape from enemy and enemy-occupied countries, to find havens of
refuge for them, to obtain betler treatment for those for whom escape
is not possible, and to induce the satellite countries to desist from
cooperating with the Nasi policy of persecution and extermimation of
minority peoples. The Board has stationed representatives in strategic
gountries in order to expedite these measures,

In connection with the problem of finding places of asylum
for those who are enabled to escape from enemy-controlled areas, you
will be interested to know that the Fresident has recently taken actlon
to establish an Emergency Hefugee Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New
York, which will be equipped to care for approximately 1,000 refugees
for the durstion of the war or until they can be returned to their
homelands,

1 assure you that the Boerd is doing everything in its power
to mchieve its humanitarian objectives, knowing that the measure of
its success will be the number of lives saved,

Sincerely yours,
(Biwwed)] #. W, Fekle
J. W, Pehle
Miss Mary A, Coocledpge, Executive Director

A23 West 120th Street,
New York, New York,

W Mlﬂutchunn:qr T=13-44 w i
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In reply please
refer to: 1140

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Coppersani

Thank you for your receat latter conoerning
the establishment of Semporary havens in the United States

for refugees.

I am sure you will be glad to know of the
President's action in establishing an Emergency Refugee
Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New Tork. Copies of
his recent message to Congress, his cablegram to Ambassador
Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of June 8, 1944
to the heads of the agencies concermed in the execution
of the project are enclosed.

Your conoern for the fate of refugees and your
{nterest in the problem of providing places of asylum for
them are greatly appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

J. W, Pehle
Executive Director

Mr., and Mrs. M. L. Copperman,
5215 North Ninth Street,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Enclosures.

Wﬂ‘!ﬂﬂ-rl inp 6/14/44
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5215 N. Ninth SBtreet
Fhiladelphia, Pa.
June 9, 1944 ¥
i

John W. Pehle
Executive Director of the War Refugee Board
Washington, D. C.

Dear 8ir: fx

There 18 a great deal of human suffering during these traglc
daya., That ie unavoldable. For that very reason whatever
the more fortunste of us can do to alleviate any guf fering
ghould be done,

There has been a great deal of telk about a homeland for
the Jewigh people, Most of these plans have elther proven
either impractical or have been stymied. However, a plen
1s now growing whereby Free Ports or temporary homes are
provided for these Jewish refugees untill such time that
they will be able to return and reconetruct their home land.
Thege Free Porte can be in any democratic country and I
pelieve that if these United States should take the first
gstep in this direction, other countries will soon follow.

We nre imploring you toc use whatever power you have = in-
veeted in you by the cltlzens of this country - to take
affirmative action regarding this plan. The waegte of life
1g tremendous. It is terrible enough that lives must be
forfeited in order to save a type of living that we Ameri-
cang know is morally, economically and spiritually right.
However, vhen a life 1s taken for no good nor specific
reason = this 1s even more terrible to contemplate.

We, ae two Amerlcan citlizens, are looking to you to ful-
£111 those moral obligations which we, as individuals,
cannot fulfill.

Reepectfully,

Mr, and Mrs, Hq LI cﬂppﬁmﬂn

%/%



b ~Lman
Su . Street
Philavelpnia, Pa.

John W. Pehle
Executive Director of the Var Refugee Board
Washington, D. C.
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Preeident Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White Houge
Waeghington, D. C.

Dear lMr, Preslident!

There ig a great deal of human suffering during these tragic
daye, that is unavoidable. For that very reaeon whatever
the more fortunate of us can do to alleviate any suffering
should be done,

There has been a pgreat desl of talk about a homeland for
the Jewich people. Moet of theee plane have either proven
elther impracticel or have been stymied, However, a plan
is now growing whereby Free-Rerts or temporary homes are
provided for these Jewlish refugees until such time that —
they will be sble to_return and reconstruct theif home land.
Thege Free Ports can be in any democratic country =nd I
believe that if theese United States should take the firet
gtep in this direction, other countries will soon follow.

We are imploring you to usge whatever power you have - in-
vested in you by the ciltizene of this country - to take
affirmative action regarding thie plan., The waste of life
i1g tremendous. It is terrible enough that livee must be
forfeited in order to save a type of living that we Ameri-
cane Xnow is morally, economically and spiritually right.
However, when a life is taken for no good nor specific
reagon - this is even more terrible to contemplate,

We, as two American citizens, are looking to you to ful-
£111 those moral obligations which we, as indlviduals,
cannot fulfill,

Respectfully,

Mr., and Mrs, M. L. Copperman

i g
N
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refer to: 2984

Dear Mr, Corum:

PThe President has referred to me your recent
communication concerning the astablishment of temporary
havens in the United States for refugees,

I am sure you will be glad %o know of the
President's action in ntl‘hlllhili an Emergency Refugee
Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York, Coples of
his recemt messace to Congress, his cablegram to Ambas-
sador Murphy in Algiers, and his semorandum of June 6,
1944, to the heads of the agencies concerned in the
execution of the project are enclosed,

Your comcern for the fate of refucees and your
i{nterest in the problem of providing places of asylum for
them are greatly appreciated, :

Sincerely yours,
(F1gmed) #. W, FPeble
J, W, Fahle

Executive Director

MNr, Roy ¥. Corum,
§769 ¥, Washington Blvd,,
Los Angeles 16, California,

Enclosures,

wﬂ”/ m“m'ntchhumur Tl T=44
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LOS AMNGELES, CALIFORHIA
FPRIDAY, JUNE 23, 1744

25 SQUARE MILES OR
...2,000,000 LIVES

Which Shall It Be?

Sinee this advertisement was written, the news report hos come out of Hungary that
official slenghter camps and lethal baths “Nazi style”™ are being installed 10 liguidate
the Jewish population trapped in that country. It is not the story of the two or three
million Jews already dead. It is the dreadful challenge that plans are under waoy 10
slanghter a million more human beings—right under your very eyes. Will you keep
silent—uchen o way has been found to save some or maybe oll of them, or will you
raise your voice so that the men who can do something stop twiddling their thumbs—

and do it now?

MNow, in the eleventh hour of the reign of
death, a way has been found that will enable
the United Nations to save untold thousands
of human lives,

Tt is suggdested that approximately 25 square
miles of rescue camps in the whole world

taking this necessiry step 1d rescue those who
are doomed to death.

In the shadow: of the Statue of Liberty
stands “Ellis *Island where several thousand
refugees can be sheltered. Other islands and
camps can bé established elsewhere—not only
in the UnitedStawea, but in the lands of other

= e v

—that our country has shown the way and
crented the pattern. A rescue camp estabh-
lished in the United States will be a compelling
precedent for all the members of the United
Nations and for neutral countries.

Not the Dead. but the Living

o HWL'
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and do it pow?

Mow, in the eleventh hour of the reign of
death, n way has been found that will enable
the United Nations to save uniold thousands
of human lives,

It is suggested that approximately 25 square

taking this necessiry step 1o’ rescue those who
are doomed to death.

In the shadow: of the Btatue of Liberty
stands ‘Ellis *Island where several thousand
refugees can be sheliered. Other islands and
camps can bé established elsewhere—not only

—Mmmhudwwnthwwmd
the pattern. A rescuc camp estab-
in the United States will be a compelling

the members of the United
Mations and for neutral countries,

miles ol rescue camps in the “%mwr——wm u'h’
~live temporary mercy mm ﬁ% United MNations and the

in Palestine, Turkey, North Africa, and some
of our own abandoned military training camps
in the United States and some of the terri-
tories of Great Britain can hold all the Jews
who can immediately cﬂ.‘:lp: Irnm Mazi
" Europe.

A Practical Plan

Senator Guy M. Gillette of lowa has just
introduced a resolution (5. R. 297), urging
upon the President the cstablishment of Res-
cue Centers on Ellis Island or other desig-
nated places “for temporary detention and
care until the President has determined that
they return to their homeland without undue
risk of their personal safety.”

If you have merey in your soul, if you loath
the Mazi reign of terror that is daily saeri-
ficing thousands of innocent lives, if you be-
lieve that the American tradition of justice
and humanity and moral lcadership is worth
perpetuating—yon will fake action,

You will write to the President, to your
Senators and Congressmen, to the members
of the Senate Forcign Relations Committee,
urging them not to delay one more day in

For America will not be alone in this deed.
of mercy. Others will follow her lead. With
all the moral weight of her leadership she
will say to the mtions of the world: “You
must help.” ]

The United States Must
Show the Way

Palestine, Turkey and MNorth Africa are
geographically nearest—that is a visible fact.
But just as important as geography is the role
which the United States must play—her tra-
ditional role of leader in every battle agninst
tyranny and oppression,

We know that it will not be prlﬂl.cll to
save the Jewish people of Europe in tens and
hundreds of thousands transporting them
to rescue camps in the United States. We know
that first foremost they will have 1o be
evacuated to territorics close to the Balkans
—principally Palestine, but alse Turkey,
Cyprus and North Africa.

In order to bring pressure effectively “Fm
all other allied and ngutral countries to offer
such havens, it is vital that the Government
of the United States are with clear con-
science that we have maore than our share

Emergency Committee to Suv:e mi-hcz 1{@1&: ) m’ph of Europe
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r. and Mrs, Amériea: We Iremlr:puk
m.g to you of the three million (3,000,000)
innocent men, women, and children who have
been brutally Killed in the past four vears,
We are asking yvou to think of those who
are dying today and who will be murdered
tomorrow and the next day and the next—in
Poland and Slovakia, in Bulgarin and Romas-
nia and Hungary,

Some of these people can still be soved.
_ What are you doing to save them?

How You Can Help Effectively

You ean help us mobilize public opinion
from coast to coast. You can help spread our

appeal among many more millions of Amer-

icans in order to arouse them to their respon-
sibilities. It is imperative that we place this
mem.ge in hundreds of newspapers through-

muntré; and through national hook-

upa. For each day dooms thousands that might

otherwise be saved.

Y‘We need financial help immediately. NOW!
ou can {

your mntmm lpeed the elfectiveness

of our fight to save the Jewish people of
Europe.

s~WILL YOU HELP?—------
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June 20, 1944

Mr. J.W, Pehle

Executive Director, War Refuges Board
Executive Office of the Presidant
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Pahle;

Referring to your communication No, 798, under date
of June 15th, may I note on behalf of the Council for
Civie Unity that while the establishment of the emergency
refuges center at Ft. Untarlo is & gratifying beginning,
it seems to us to be a most inadequate measure and must
be followed up with many similar shelters in order to make
any appreciable difference to the suffering people of
Europe,

Surely the admission of 1000 refugees can be con-
eidered as nothing more than a testimonial or gesture
toward alleviating what the Fresident terms, in his message
of June 12th, "Hitler's program of mass extermination."

We therefore express our hearty support and concur-
rance of thie first move and hope to hear that the program
will be extended in the very near future to mors realistic
proportions,

Yours truly,
COUNCIL ¥OR CIVIC UNLTY

EW:mw Everett Wilse,
Executive Secretary




COUNCIL FOR CIVIC UNITY
215 West Tth Street

Los Angeles 14, California
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In reply ploase

refer toi

Dear Mr. Wile:

Since my reply to your rooent letters ocom-
cerning havens in the United Btates for
refugees, the President has taken action for the
sstablishment of an Emergenoy Refugee Shelter at
Fort Ontario, Oswego, Wew York. I am sure. you will
be interssted in reading the attasched ocoples of the
President's recent message to Congress, his oablegram
of June 8, 1944, to Ambassador Robert Murphy, ia
Alglers, and his memorandum of thes same date to the
agenoy heads concernsd with the exeoution of the plan.

Let me take this opportunity to thank you
again for the imterest which you have expressed in
this mtter.

Very truly yours,

(@1gnad) T.W. Pahls

J. W. Pehle
Executive Diresctor

Mr. Bverett V. Wile,
Executive Secretary,
Council for Civie Umity,
com 5

215 West Tth Street,

Los Angeles 14, Califormia

Enclosures:

EBTowler:dd 6/14/44



an reply please
refer to: 798

MAY 31 1984

Dgar Hr, Wile:

Thank you for your letters of May 19, 1944,
and enclosures, to the President and to me, concerning
the sstablishment of temporary havens for refugees,

Tour interest im this problem is apprecipted,

Very truly yours,

TR o gt

J, ¥, Pehle
Exscutive DMrector

Mr, Everett V, Wile,

Exyecutive Secretary,
Civic Unity,

Foom -

216 West 7th Street,
Low Angeles 14, California.

W REHuthoisontagr O5-24-44 W«-—-‘
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Room 404, 216 West Beventh Street . Los Angeles 14, California - Trinity 6271 —
May 19, 1944 W.R B S .

: Filing Authority
To: Files

dna.ﬂa.%.#_—
Mr. John W. Feahly [T [T [ [ [e——

Executive Diresctor ([ 177, | R ———
War Refugee Board Oate
Washington, D. C.

—_—

Dear Mr. Peahly:

The Council fer Civic Unity, an organization of nearly
150 arfiliated organizations, dedicated to the proposition
that the problems of all racee, all creeds, all colors, Are
not the problems of these minoritles alens but of the com-
munity as & whole, wishes te go on record in faver of having
the War Refugee Board establish refugee rescue camps or free
ports in the United States, in which persecuted people of
foreign nationalities would be given a haven for the duration
of the war.

It seems to us less than reasonable that human beinge
ghould be deprived of such a temporary haven because of lmmi-
gration lawe which were never formulated to cope with such a
situation as the world now Taces, and we belleve that such a
system of free' ports would serve the purposes of humanity dur-
ing this emergency perlod without necessitating any change in
the exlsting statutes covering immigration.

We are appending herewith a list of the organlzations
sponsoring the activitlies of the Council for Civic Unity, im
whose name we urge you to do everything poesible for the speedy
establishment of refugee rescue camps.

Yours very truly
COUNCIL FOR CIVIC UNITY
/8/ (EVEREIT V. WILE "

Everett V. Wile
EVW:ah Executive Secretary
mﬂ-l'-



cOUNCIL Foh CIVIC UKITY
A.M.E. ZION CHURCH, SCUTHWEST ROCEY MWOUNTAIN
CONFERENCE
ALTA QUALIDAD CLUB
ALTRUSA CLUB OF L.A.
AMERICAN ANTI-PREJUDICE SCCIETY, INC.
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABCR
American Federation of Teachers, Looal 430
Brotherhood of Sleep Car Porters
Dining Car Employees cal B82
1.A.M., Locsl 727, YEA Vote Comm. of Lockheed
I.L.G.W.U.
Cloak Joint Board
Local 65
Jeweler's Unien, Local E3
Fhoto Engravers, Ho. 32
Soreen Office Employees Guild
Sereen Story Analyst Guild
AMERICAN JEWISH CO 8
L.A. Regional Counecil
Women's Divialon
Southland Women's Division
AMERICAN LEGION
Benj. J. Bowle Fost No. E2E8
AMER IC YOUTH FOR DEMOCRACY
Nat Turner Club
Patrlots Club
Stevens Olub
ARMOUR BEARERS CLUB
ASSOCIATICN OF JEWIBH GRADUATES
BAFTIST MINISTERS' UNION
BETHEL AFRICAN M.E. CHURCH
BEVERLY WESTWCOD DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE
B'KAI B'RITH
L.A. Auxiliery Mo. 11
Los Feliz
Los Feliz Auxliliary
Los Fellir Jr. Girls' Auxillary Ne. 34
BON TON SOCIAL CLUB
BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL GIRLS LEAGUE
CALIFCRNIA EAGLE
CALIF. FEDERATION OF WOMEN'S CLUBS, L.A. DISTRICT
CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
CHURCH OF 8T. ALBAN
COMMUN ITY BAPTIST CHURCH, PASADENA
GONFERENCE OF STUDIO UNIONS
CONGRESS OF INDUSTRIAL CRGANIZAT ICHB
L.A. Coungil
Womsn's Luxilur%ﬂﬂwnuﬂ
I.L.¥.U., Loocal
L.A, Newspaper Guild
U.E.R.&M.W.A., Local 14E1
Utility Workers Organlzing Committes



DAHLIA GIRLS' CLUB
EASTERN MUTUAL SOCIAL CLUB
EASTSIDE SETTLEMENT HOUSE
ELES OF WORLD, IMPROVED BEMEVOLENT & PROTECTIVE ORDER
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCE OF L.A.
FRIDAY NIGHT FORUM
GLEASON PARLIAMENTARY CLUB
HADASSAH
Los Angelea Chapter
_Loe Angeles Junion
HOLLYWOOD DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE
HOLLYWOOD WOMEN'S COUNCIL
INDIA NEWS
INTERNATIONAL WORKERS ORDER, DISTRICT COUNCIL
JEWISH CENTERS ASSOCIATION
JEWISH CLUB OF 1935, INC.
JEWISH PROFESSIONAL WOMEN'S CLUB
JEWISH WAR VETERANS U.S.A.
KANSAS CLUB
XOREAN NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
KOREAN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
JOHN M. LANGSTON LAW CLUB
LAWYERS' GUILD
LEAGUE OF AMERICAN WRITERS
L.A. COUNTY NEGRO DEMOCRATIC CLUB
L.A. FORUM
L.A. JEWISH COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
L.A. JEWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL
L.A. PROPERTY OWNERS AND BUSINESS MENS' ASSN.
L.A. TRAVEL CLUB
L.A. TRIBUNE
L.A. URGAN LEAGUE
LoA. DISTRICT, ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA
VACEDONIA BAP?IST CHURCH
MARRIED WOMEN'SIITERARY & ART GUILD
WM, MEAD RESIDENT ASS0CIATION
MORNING STAR BAPTIST CHURCH
MOZIREV UMGEGD LANDSLEIT VEREIN
MT. CARMEL BAPTIST CHURCH
KATIONAL ASSN. FOR ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PECFLE
Youth Council
HATIONAL ASSN. OF COLORED GRADUATE NURSES
NATIONAL COUNGIL FOR JEWISH WOMEN, L.A. Section
NEGRO VICTORY COMMITTEE
THE PHILIFPP INE-AMERICAN OBSERVER
PIONEER WOMEN'S ORGANIZATICN
PITTSBURGH WOMEN's ORGANIZATION
PITTSEURGH COURIER
PLAZA COMMUNITY CENTER
QUEEN'S DAUGHTERS OF LOB ANGELES
THE RADIO WRITERS GUILD, AUTHOR'S LEAGUE OF AMERICA, INC.
RESIDENT COUNCIL
SCREEN PUBLICISTS GUILD
SCREEN WRITERS GUILD
SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH

0
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SEPHARDIC SISTERHOOD, TEMPLE TIFERET ISRAEL
SINAI TEMPLE
SLEEPY LAGOON DEFENSE COMMITTEE
SORCPTIMIST CLUB OF LOS ANGELES
S80OUTH EBELL
S8T. PAUL'S CATHEDRAL
ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
TEMPLE ISRAEL OF HOLLYWOOD
THETA CLUB
20 MEN SOCIAL CLUB
UNITED JEWISH RETAIL GROCERS ASEN.
] UNITED RACES OF AMERICA
UNITY OF CHRISTIAN FAITH CONFERENCE
UNIVERSITY CHURCH - METHODIST
UPTOWN SERVICE COMMITTEE
WEST ADAMS HEBREW CONGREGATION
WESTERN JEWISH INSTITUTE
WOMEN'S UNIVERSITY CLUB
glﬁmm COUNCIL OF Y.M.C.A. - PACIFIC SOUTHWEST AREA COUNCIL
M.C.A.
Downtown Branch
East Los Angeles
Southeast
West Los Angeles
. Wilshire
Y's Owle .
;‘I’UDEHT Y.M.C.A. & Y.W.C.A., IN THE PACIFIC SOUTHWEST
lwlc'li
Hollywood
Woodlawn Branch
WORKMEN'S CIRCLE - No., 590 and 983

|
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Honorabls Franklin Delanc Hoosevelt

——
May 19, 1044
1 SPECTTULLY  AETLRAD
Flhs AARNWLr - {EMEA]
™ CONSIDIRATION

wu,_.;.u-u U el

President of the United States Suxwtery 16 the Fresident

White House

Washington, D. O.

Dear Mr. President:

The Council for Civie Unity, an organization of
nsarly 150 affiliated orgenizations, dedicated to the
proposition that the problems of sll races, all cresds,
sll solors, are not the problams of these minorities
alone but of the community as a whole, wishes to go oo

Boerd establish

It gaams to us less than resscnable that human beings

ghould be deprived of such a temporary haven because of
immigretion lews which wers never formulated to cope with
gush a situstion ss the world now faces, and we belisve

that such & system of free ports would serve the purposes

of humanity during this emergency period without nscessltat-
ing any chenge in the existing statutes covering lmmlgration.

We are sppending herewith a list of the organizetions
sponsoring the activities of the Council for Civie Unity,
in whoss nams wa urge you to do everything pomaible for the

spesdy sstablishment of refuges rescue camps.

EVW:ah
Encls

Yours very truly

COUNGIL FOR CIVIC UNITY
Dk

Everett V. Wila“

Exsoutiva Secretary



. LIST OF SPONSDRS '
COUNCIL FOR CIVIC UNITY

A M,E, ZION CHURCH, SCUTHWEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN
CONFERENCE

ALTA QUALIDAD CLUB
ALTRUSA CLUB OF L.4.
AMERICAN ANTI-PREJUDICE SOCIETY, ING.
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR
Amarican Federsation of leachers, Local 430
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters
pining Car Bmployees, Local £82
I.4,M,, Logal 727, TEA Vote Comm. of Lockheed
I.L.3.W.U.
Cloak Joint Board
Looal &5
Jeweler's Union, Local 23
Photo Engravers, No, 33
Saraen ﬂfﬂnl‘ﬁhrlll Guila
Sereen Story yat Guild
AMERICAN JEWISH CONOHESS
L.A, Begional Counsil
Women 'sDivision
Southland Women's Divislon
AMERICAN LEGION
Benj. J. Bowla FPost Ho, 228
AMERICAN YOUTH FOR DEMOCRACY
Kat Turnar Club
Patriots Club
Stavens Club
ARMOUR BEARERS CLUB
ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH GRADUATES
BAPTIST MINISTBRS' UNION
BETHEL AFRICAN M,E. CHURCH
BEVERLY WESTWOOD DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE
B'MAI B'RITH
L.A. Auxiliary No. 11
Los Feliz
Log Fellz Auxiliary
Los Feliz Jr, Girls' Auxiliary Fo. 34
BON TON SOCIAL CLUB
EUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL GIRLS LEAGUE
CALIFORNIA RAGLE
CALIF, FEDERATION OF WOMEN'S CLUBS, L.A, Diptriot
CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
CHEURCH OF ST, ALBAN
COMMONITY BAPTIST CHURCH, Fasadena
CONFERENCE OF STUDIO UNIORS
CONGHESS OF INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZATIONS
L.A, Council
Women's Auxiliary Counocil
I1.L.w,U,, Looal 26
L.A., Newspaper Guilad
S.C.M.W,A,
U.E.R. & M.W,i,, Loocal 148l
Utility Workers Organizing CGommittes
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QAALIA GIRLS' CLOUB
EASTERN MUTUAL SOCIAL CLUB
EASTSIDE SETTLEMENT HOUSE
ELEE OF WORLD, IMPROVED BENEVOLENT & PHOTECTIVE ORDER
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF L.A.
FRIDAY NIGHT FORUM
GLEASON PARLIAMENTARY CLUB
HADASSAH

Los angeles Chapter

Los Angeles Junior
HOLLYWOOD DEMOCHATIC COMMITTER
HOLLYWOOD WOMEN'S COUNCIL
INDIA HEWS
INTERNATIONAL WOREBHS ORDER, Distriot Counoil
JEWISH CENTERS ASSOCIATION
JENISH CLUB OF 1933, INC,
JEW1SH PROFESSIONAL WOMEN'S CLUB
JEWISH WAR VETERANS USA
KANSAS CLUB
KOREAN NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
KDOREAN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

LAWYRRS' GUILD

LEAGUE OF AMERICAN WHITERS

L.A, COUNTY NEGRO DEMOCHATIC CLUB
L.i, FORUM

L.A, JEWISH COMMUNITY COMMITTEE

L,A, JENISH COMMONITY COUNCIL

L.k, PROPERTY OWNERS AND BUSINESS MENS'" ASSHN.

L.Ai. TRAVEL CLUB

L,4s, TRIBUNE

L.A, URBAN LEASUE

L.A. DISTRICT, ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

MARRIED WOMEN'S LITERARY & ART GUILD

WM, MEAD RESIDENT ASSOCIATION

MORNING STAR BAPTIST CHURCH

MOZIREV UMGEGD LANDSLEIT VEREIN

MT, CARMEL BAPTIST CHURCH

NATIONAL ASSN, FOR ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOFLE
Youth Council

NATIONAL ASSN, OF COLORED GRADUATE NURSES

NATIONAL COUNCIL FPOR JEWISH WOMEN, L.A. Section

NEGRO VICTORY COMMITTEE

THE PHILIPPINE-AMERICAN OBSERVER

PIONEER WOMEN'S ORGANIZATION

PITTSEURGH COURIER

PLAZA COMMINITY CENTER

QUEEN'S DAUGHTERS OF L.A.

THE RADIO WRITERS GUILD, AUTHOR'S LEAGUE OF AMERICA, Ing.

RESIDENT COUNCIL

SCHEEN PUBLICISTS GUILD

SCHEEN WRITERS QUILD

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH



SEPHARDIC SISTERHOOD, TEMPLE TIFERET ISRAEL
SINAI TEMPFLE
SLEEPY LAGOON DEFENSE COMMITTEE
SOROPTIMIST CLUB OF LOS ANGELES
SOUTH EBELL
- ET, PAUL'S CATHEDRAL
. 8T, PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
< TEMFLE ISRAEL OF HOLLYWOOD
THETA CLUB
"l 20 MEN SOCIAL CLUB
UNITED JEWISH RETAIL GROCERS ASSN.
UNITED RACES OF AMERICA
UNITY OF CHRISTIAN FAITH CONFERENCE
UNIVERSITY CHURCH - METHODIST
UPTOWN SERVICE COMMITTEE
WEST ADAMS HEBREW CONGREGATION
WESTEEN JEWISH INSTITUTE
WOMEN'S UNIVERSITY CLUB
I‘ILTIUH.::L COUNCIL OF Y.MC.A, - PACIFIC SOUTHWEST AREA COUNCIL
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Dear Mrs, Crononm:

The President has referred to me your recent letter
urging vigorous action for the immedinte rescus of as many
of the persecuted peoples of Eurome as possible,

%o accomplish the purpose for which 1t was created,
the War Refugee Board hes initiated numerous neasures to reaist
persons to escape from enemy and enemy-occupied countries, to
find havens of refuge for them, to obtain better trsatment for
those for whom escape is nnt pose® {ble, rnd to induce the satellite
countries to desist from cooperating +ith the Hazi policy of per-
secution and extermimation of mimority peoples. The Board has
stationed representntives in strateric countries in order to
expedite these measures.

In conneation with the problem of finding places of
asylum for those who are enabled to escape from enemy-controlled
areas, you will be interested to know that the President has
recently taken action to establish an Emergency Refugee Shelter
at Fort Onterio, Oswego, New Zork, which will be equipped to care
for aproximately 1,000 refugees for the duration of the war or
until they can be returned to their homelands.

1 assure you thst the Board is doing everything in 1ts
power to achieve {ts humanitarian objectives, knowing that the
measuras of 1ts success will be the number of lives paved,

Sincerely yours,

{(Bigna

J, W, Pehle
Exeaeutive Iirector

Mrs, E, D, Cronon,
1356 Cedarbrook Road,
Cleveland Heights, 18, Chio.
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My great concern for the European Refugees prom—me_

to write you urging that our American immigration laws be administered
so that more refugees applying for entry into the country under the pres-
ent quota system may be admitted. Also that the War Refugee Board

takxe vigorous action for the immediate rescue of thoce who may yet be
saved. We must not fail in this, lest in so doing we, too, shall lose

our own souls,

Very sincerely yours,

#M»’-M

Mra. E. D, Cronon,
3356 Cedarbrook Rd.
Cleveland Heights, 18, Ohio.
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Dear Migs Cupersmith:

The Pregident has referred to me your regent letter
congerning the establishment of temporary havens in the
United States for refugees.

I am sure you will be glad to kmow of the President's
action in establishing an Emergency Refugee Shelter at Fort
Ontario, Oswego, New York., Oopies of his recent message to
Congress, his cablegram to Ambagsador Murphy in Algiers, and
his memorandum of June 8, 1944 to the heads of the agencies
concerned in the execution of the project are enclosed.

Your concern for the fate of refugees and your
interest in the problem of providing places of asylum for
them are greatly appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

b L

J. ¥, Pshle
Executive Directer

Mies Cella Cupersmith,
E36 South Melville Street,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Enclosures.

B[ v EMfowleriinp 6/ 17/ 44
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Dear Nr. Currier:

The President has referred to me your letter of
August 14, 1944, concerning the Emergency Refugee Shelter
established at Fort Ontarie, Oswego, New York to give ¥Yempo-
rary asylus to approximately 1,000 refugees who had fled from
their homelands to Southern Italy.

Details of the plan were outlined by the President in
his message to Congress on Jume 12, his cablegram %o Ambassador
Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum to the agency heads ocon-
cerned with the execution of the project, Coples of these docu-
ments are enclosed as a matter of interest to you,

1 assure you that the War Befugee Board is doing every-
thing in its power to rescue the victims of enemy persecution and
to find havens of refuge for them vhere they can remain in safely
and be cared for until they can be returned to their owa countries
at the end of the war. In this comnection, I am sure you vill be
interested to know that arrangements have been and are being made
to provide other facilities to care for refugees in areas nearer
to their homelands,

Very truly yours,

[Em;:,[} 3.0, Pakle

Jd, ¥, Pahle
Executive Direotor

Nr. wﬂ!l M, Currier,
14 Stanley Oval,
Vestfield, New Jersey,

Enclosures.
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14 Stonley Uvel
Westileld, l.d,
August 14, 1844,

Hom, Franklin Booseovelt
President of the
United States
dashington, UJe C.

iy dear lir. Prosident:

the recent aduigsslon of almost 1UC0 rofugees from Hitler's
carnage (most of them Jews) to the pemce and security of Oswego, leYe,
as a result of ‘iuur interest and efforts, wes o great and megnificent
achilevomont, 1 of smerica should be proud end gled thet our hearts
are at least tids bLigs Bul, no matber how we look at it, this just can-
act be consldered enoughs 4America, the time-honored refuge of tie opp-
bresoed, musk do more, wuich moros

therefore, us a humble member of American sosloby whose
forefathers have enjoyed the ricliness and seourity ol this eountry for
meny generatlons, 1 stroagly urge and request you to ootablish at onoo,
without delay, temporary rescus cwws at many points within the United
States where many more thousends of these hapless people of Durcpe sy
be harboreds Your "free porl" ides is %o me a good, affording a way to
take quick actlon Lefore it is too labte, end allowing time to deoide where
these people shell finally be allowed Lo go on with their lives at a later

t;‘lr:tc whon there iz more time.

I further urge you Lo cmploy your good oiflees mnd greab
prestige in the world to entreat other nations to do likewlse, snd parte
ioularly to urge, and if necessary bring pressure Lo bear upon, the
Britisgh Government %o convince them that the doors of Folestine ghould
be opened and kepl open, for the uwnrestricted admission of all Iebrevws
and others who may beo rescued {rom European brutelity,

e ha_ye Just got to do this, lr. President, if we wish to
aake real our cnormous national saorefices ln Lhe name of the Four Frecd=
omss Anything less canmot possibly satisfy any decent nationsl consoclience,.

Sincerely yours,
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lear Mr, and Mrs, Cutler!

Thank you for your communicntion of July 9,
1944, concerning the establishment of tesmmornry hevenn
in the United States for refusreesn,

I am sure you were glad to see the necounte
of the President's action in establishing an Fmergency
Refugee Shelter at Fort Untarioc, Oswaro, New Tork,
Copies of his recent nessage to Congress, his cablegram
to Ambassador Murphy in Algiers, and his menorandum of
June 8, 1944  to the heads of the agencies concerned in
the exscution of the project are enclosed.

Your concern for the fate of refugees and your
intereast in the problem of providing places of asylum for
them are greatly apnreciated,

Sincerely yours,
[Bigmes) 4. W, Pekle

J, W, Pahle
Fxecutive Director

Mr. and Mrs, Philip Cutler,
1506 Macomb Road,
Hew York 52, New York,

Enclosures,

utchisonlagr 7-13-44
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