
,nd -.~ SJ. .d I\ ,d' ~- "'!"~"' y: /t-.!. 
(f=ru /'. .L .r ,...,. .J £ r- r~ _.... 7 J/,. /f"c./ 



Ia "Jl7 ~ .... 
roter \411 1111 

JU!t 30 1944 

Dear Mr, S...U..Ua 

lha Proet.deat hu retarH4 ta M ,ov 

nMluU oa oeaeaftiac ~ aa\ellllU..t of hlllll 

rar,r lla•••• la \he Uatte4 1\a\aa far retaceea. 

'J • nro ~· vUl M c1114 \41 llaov of \he 

Proat4•''• ecUoa 1a aatallltehlac • l .. qeaq ..,_,.. 

lllel\er a\ ton Oabna , o ...... lw folk. Oeptaa et 

hh no•' ....... \o oeoc,...•. hta .. necru~ to .tellea

a.ur ~ 1a Alparo, ut Ua __ ....._ of "- I, 

1944., to the hee4a of \IM ac-taa H aearaM la the 

aen\lea at \1M proJaot ua eaolMacl, 

!be ooaoara af 7ov araaahaUoa for til• fa\41 

of .. .,..,_ •4 ua la\a .... t 1a tale prolll• at proYlUec 

plao•• at _,1• for \h• ua .,.. .. 17 IIPJ!rMlat ... 

........ 17 70 ..... 

(91'"' I 3. W 

I, II, Paille 
aa.ntlYa Dlrootar 
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h "Pl7 pl ...... 
refer \ o 1 1197 

Dear Mr. Straue r 

thank 7ou f or 7our letter of June 13 , 1944, 

encloetns A reeolutloo eonoernla« \he ee\abllehaeot 

of \e.mora r,r ha•an• l o the Uot ted St a t•• for refu«eee . 

1 .. ~ 70u will be cle4 \o knov of \he 

Prut4eot '• aoUoo to .. hbUehlD« an l.ercnCJ llell!C8e 

Shelter a\ for\ Ootarlo, Oev~, Kew York. Ooptee of 

hit receot aee•a«• t o Coocre• • , hie cablecr&~~ \o Aebu

eador Mut'J)bJ 1a Alch", and hh •-randua of Jue 8, 

1944, \ 0 \he heede Of \he acenclee CODOerDe4 ia \he 

ueouU oo of the proJec\ a ra eooloea4; 

the ooooero of J01U' orc•haUoo 1D \he fa\e 

of refU« .. • and lh lohree\ to \ he probl .. ef proY14l.IIC 

placn of •Jlua for thu are crea\17 apPreohh4, 

~ l w •• 

J . II . Pe)lle 
lxeoutl,.e Director 

Mr. fre4erlclr: .t. . S\rAu, 

Preeldeot, 
J - hh CouacU of Sao rraoohoo 

ao4 tlle ~ Area, 
1'13 Pal• AYeii1M, h, 
Saa rraoo l eoo , 11, Cal tforola. 

l oolon,ree, 
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II'MOI.IUC• A. e"f'MUI 
Pr,Jilil• l 

MAfiiTIN L CloLOKtUUOT 

V ir~r#JIJt•t 

...... .., ........... 
H &"""UT 11.-..utaell s, ,.,,,.,;, 

I"IIICD NC.UeTA~R 

... ,.... .. L. ....... 

0 111. W&IINUI 8A• 
IDI'HUT laAUilllrAMM 

NAitiC. 8 1,.0CM 

MAitTIH DoNie 
NAIIIIA B . IHO &L. 

P'"llD GC.OH I 

ll'•outte• M. HAJtT 
OUI T AV t..IIUUU 

Hllll.llJn' M , ,.,CA,.D 
P'IUTZ .IMOH 

C AHI.I: 8 ttAN 

JEWISH" COUNCIL 
of Sen Freneiaeo end the Bey Area 

In Palm A.,...ua, # 2 
S.n Franc'-, II, Callfomla 

June 12 th, 1044 , 

Mr. J ohn w. Pehle 
Ac ti.ng Exe cuti.ve Director, 
Executive Off ice of the President , 
War Refugee e Board , 
Wa shington 25 , D. C. 

Doer Mr . Pehle: 

1197 
w. /1, "~-:--
F/11, Alttlwitr 
Te:Fi .. 

-~-=---............ __ 
IIH'I/ol •.. - - - --

rtay we take the l iberty of sending you herewit h a r eaoluti on 

which was unanimous ly adopted at t he meeting of our Board of 

Dire~ora on June 6th , 1944, regarc i.ng t he establishmenb of 

free ports for refugees from Nazi persecution~ 

'1e s incerel! hope that thi.s pl&n will be put i nto e ffec t in 

t he near future. 

Ver y truly yours , 

J E W I S f. C 0 U N C I L 
Francisc o & th e Bay Area 



RBSOLUTIO!I. 

"e, the J ewish Counci l o: Sen Prano1aeo and the Bay Area , 

repreaentlng l~lgranta or thia diatriet who have found r e fuge 

rrom Nazt persecution and a new home in thl s country , 

whole~eartedly eupport ~he plan that a r e aoue oamp or tree port 

be eets blhhed ln the United SteteA to provide an l.Drnedlate 

sanctuary tor retugeea who may be 1n a poaition to e aoape, or 

who have a lready e eoaped from Hitler dominated Lurope. 

Suoh a t emporary haven tor r e tugeea WO\l lc\ not only melee it 

poaoible tor the United Sta t e s t o otter r e fuge to the victims 

or !laz1ia=, but would aleo encourage other countrie a to follow 

t bh example. 

We, ther e fore, urge that the tree-port plan be put i nto e treot 

without delay to save as many l ive o or i nnocent pe ople a s 

pooaible. 

Adopted by the Board or Directors o r the J ewish Council or 

San Pranoisco & the Bay Area at ita mee ti.ng on June 6th,l944. 
"2 
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.. 
172 Palm Avonua, Apt. 2 
S.o Fraocioco, Cellfonola 

VIA AIR MAl 

llr. Jobn 1J. Pehlo, 
Actln& beoutho D1rootor, 
Bxoout1•• ottioo ot tb$ Proaidont 
war R•tuc••• Board 
Waah1ngton 25, D.C. 

/ 
• 
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JEWISH COUNCIL W. R. ' ·----

of San Franciaco and the Bay ArM 

Ftli"9 Atttltoritv 
1•: , ,,., .,,, :-----
• Ant. Rtq. --
ltlitial 1n '•"" "-· 12 s.. F. .. hM, II, c ....... 

June 12, 1S44 . 

Tho Presi~ent 
of tn~ United St&t~s , 

Washington , D. C. 

~y dear Mr . President : 

r/ .. ----
!4.'!l«it 141 
l\lll Ac.:.. • I 

: ~ o.:..:su.u... 

Wuu ... ,.._, • V"' '~' 
~ _,..., ..... "'-""' 

~ey we toke the 11bertv of submitti ng herewith a 
resoluti on unani mously adopted by the Bol't'd of 
Direotot·s of the Jewish Counci l of Sen Frenc isoo 
and the Bey AroQ, 

The Counc i l represents immi grants of t hi s d1str i ot 
who heve found refuge from !i&z1 persecuti on and a 
n&VI home in this countt·y . 

•.'le or!l convinced that your• sense of r i ghteousness 
and hUJT,&ni ty wi ll help to ce rry through this greet 
projec t . 

'le ha"e the honor t o remaln 

Most respect fully yours , 

J E W I S H C 0 U N C I L 
of San Francisco & the Bay Areh 

~ ~' . 

J:lbert s-; 
Secrstery . 



• • 
RESOLUTION . 

We , tho Jewioh Council of San Franciaoo a: the ilay Area , 

representing immigrants or thi• district who found refuge 

rro111 Nazi persecution and a new home 1n this country , 

wholeheat•tedly support the plan that a reaoue oamp or fre e 

port be established in The United St~toa to provide an 

ill!llled iate sanctuary for retu.geea who may be in o position 

to escape , or who have already e sca pe d from Hitler-dominated 

Europe. 

Suob a tempora ry haven for refUgees would not only make it 

possible for tllo United States to offer refUge to the vict ims 

of llazi i ism,but would also encourage other countries to follow 

this example. 

'Ne,therefore, urge that the free-port plan b e put into effect 

without dealy to save as many lives of innocent people 

as possible. 

Adopted by the Board of Directora of the J ewish Council 

of San Francisco a: the Bay krea at ita 



In reply pleua 
retertoe au 

Dear llr. ~· 

JUN 1 1944 

as.- rq r.pl7 to ,our reoent utter to the 
Pre-1dat _..m~ t.lporv7 ba- in the 1JJI1tecl 

8tatea tor reh&-, tile PI'Nideat hu tun e.otioa 
tor the eatabl.iet.Rt ot u .... r,noy Ref\t&H Shelter 
at Port Oatario, o-co, ._ York. I • aure 1011 
will be i.aterMtecl 111 .--dine the attaahecl oop1• • or 

the Preeidellt'• rnut -ee.ce to Collp'e .. , bia oe.ble
p-aa ot Ju. 8, l!IU, to ...._.ador lobert ~ in 

Al&i•r•, e.Dd hie _...,..._ of tlw - date to the 
&IIJIO)' hMda oo-rDICl with the exaoution ot tile plan. 

Ln • take til1a opportwll. t7 to tiluk J'Oil 

e.ce.1n tbr the intereat whioh you ba'N expreaHCl in 

thil • tter . 

11r. B. Joaeph ~. 
ax-u ... Db•eotor, 

Vary tru 1)' yG\lrtl, 

the oleftah r. Uoa ot lllllie.aa 111, 
~lPe 7 1 • 
IDCU.a•pol1a, Illdi.-.. 



-

»ur llr, a,....., 
!be Preol4n\ llaa ...,.,..... \o .. 7"1ll' 

h \\or of llq 34, 1944 , ooaoonlac \bo .. \alllh-\ 
of \-ra17 baYOIIO t or refliC"• , 

llr. B, .Jooepll ._, 
JConu ... Dli'H\er, 

' .1 ... - J "" .. 

I, W, Pelllo 
...... u ... »t ........ 

!he J!!de)! 'l!fD''P' e( Jaf~ 
401 ,_ UI.JIC, 
la4laa.pollo, la4laaa. 
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H, ,.._,~ HJMu 
t:xeeullve Olrect.or 

llo:y 24, 1944 

Hon. Fnllklin D. Rooo .. elt 
Tho Prootdent of tho United Statoo 
The 'liM to Houoo 
lfuhln(ton, D. c. 

11r . Prooident• 

·l.4-"TT M.Y ltU UUt 
u. A u,..,.,~i 

'1) Ol. • ..;iiDLK.artc to 

wu..:.:.._ -·• "., .--.JC..Jt 
1•-:~•to:ry tO tU ,.,~. 

Lilce •ny other peraooe in the Unl t ed Si·t.t ea who are 
concerned wit h the t ate of the Je•• in ~rope • • we ll •• 
•ith non- Jewioh rotuseoo, I aa • r1t1ng :you re l ative to t ho 
matter of • tree porta• ~ thl1 country • • a pote lble te~ 
por&ry hann tor ell of those who •Y e eoape . 

I kno• of and o pproototo :your deep 1ntoroat ond a:ya
po t h:y in thio probl em 011d I hope you • 111 do e.er:ythint; 
in your po .. r to ma~ it poaaible to oreato h~vsna for 
theae untort\U\&te people . tt1111ona of Amer1oan• • 111 be 
gratefUl t o you if that la done. ~ny neutrtl oountrlea 
•111 greotl:y roopoot and ha ve c'l':!fidonco 1n uo if we point 
the way by oreetln& • tree porta . • 

So1ng foro ... r gr atol'lll to :you for :your groot humon1-
tarl~ lelderahlp, I beg to rem&tn--

HJS•RB 

MIMI IIt 0,. I NOIANAPOLil COMMUNITY I'UNO 

843 



I n reply plea•• 
reter to, 839 

Sino• ,.y reply to your reoent let tere oon
oerDinc toe.porery luw eru~ 1n the UDited State• tor 
ret111•••, the !'red dent ha a talce aot1on tor the 
eatablia~nt ot an S.ars• noy Retut•• Shelt er at 
Port Ontario, o ... go, • ., York. I .. aure you wi ll 
be i ntereated in r•ad1ns the attaohed oop1" or the 
Preaident'• reoent ..... ,, to Consreaa, Ilia oable
sraa ot Jwiol S, 19U , to Ao.ba11ador Robert llll.rphy in 
A111lra, and hla -rand- or the • ._ date to the 
•1•noy beada oo-d with the exeout1on ot the 
plm. 

Let - take th11 opport&l!lity to thanlt 1011 
• Ka1D tor the intereat 'llh1oh 1011 ha:t'l expre .. ed 1A 
th1a attar. 

llr. Lo11ia LeYy, 
Cha.i~, 

Jewiah Labor Co.UttH, 
228 w .. t Po11rth str .. t, 
Loa Anc•lea,ll, Calitor!lia. 

ltnoloaure 11 

l!Jftowl•r•db ll/ U /64 

Very tn>ly 10u.ra, 

• • 
J. "· Pehle 

lx-the Direotor 
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Ia npl7 ploaoo 
.-for tO I 138 

JUII 1 1i44 

».ar llr. l.n7• 

1 u fl 7111l' leUo" at lla7 11 , l h4, to 

tbo Pr ell"""\ ucl to •· M-nloc U.. oo\oUh-•t 

oL t~NrT u ftu for "'-•· 

lo11r la\oroot la tbh pro\1• to -ool-. 

llr. Lo1l1o ~. 
Cbal,...,, 

IIW~ILI4\or c....t"" 
~ lo~ iiroo\ , 

Lao ...,..H• 13, Calttorala. 

'•rt 'nl7 ""'" . 

I, W. Pobh 
z.-u ... Dt rM\oJ' 

-Pi-

: 
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I RC*)I--Iclk.......,. -·· 
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l.:ay 18, 1944 • --
President Franklin D. 
'llhite House, 
Washington, D. c . 

Dear Sir: 

Roosevelt, 

J. PAt 

w ;.4.~ w . J •• -4ti.4J./ 
--t" ... •. ..., .. 

As earl y as last September a delegation of 

'merican labor , beaded by President William Green, 

of the A. 1. ot L., and President Philip L~ray, of 

1 

t he c . I. 0., submitted a memorandum to the St ate 

Department, appealing ~to our Government and to the 

governments ot the United Nat ions to admit to all 

territories under their control, Jewish refUgees 

Wbo may succeed in escapi ng from the Nazi hell." 

Today, seven months later, Hitler stands on the 

brink of disaster. The German legions are in retreat 

everywhere. But the autferinge and the persecutions 

ot the Pasoist victims have not been halted. Accord

ing to recent reports, the Nazis have, in desperation, 

intensified their bestial terror. Grave danger 

threatens millions of peopl e in tortured Europe . Only 

ewi t't action can save them now. not words, nor even 

t ears , will have the power to restore or eave their 

Uvea. 

I 
We have learned that the War RefUgee Board has 

under serious consideration a plan to establish "free~ 

porta• in the United States, Wbara refUgees from 

Hitlariam can find shelter until they are sett led in 

permanent homes. The proposal bas been endorsed by 

leading newspaPers throughout the oountry • 

J 
r.e consider the establishment of ~rree porta" 

which would give innocent victims of the raging hoio

oaust the privilege we now aooord AXis prisoners, a 

most praotioe1. and feasible plan. 

The plan would not only provi de temporary human 

"free port" zones and sate refUge, and thereby save 



• 

I 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt L!ay 18, 1944 

- 2 -

the lives or innocent people fortunate enough to eacepe 
the clews or the Gestapo , but would also demonstrate 

A1 1\ 

mos t dramatically to the whole world the dogged dete~na

tion or the American Government end the American people 
to epere no effort in saving es many or the sufferers as 
poaaible. 

~oreover , we believe that the adoption end the effect
uation or the plen will help s tey the brutal Nazi hand end 
will further encourage t he ever-growing resistance to 
German barbarism. 

The plan has our wholeheart ed support, and we respect
tully urge its i mmediate adoption. 

Sincerely yours , 

JEWISH LABOR COL?!IT'l'EE 



815 / COPY 

•.r. Jonn •· Pohle, Director, t8r Refute• Boord, •aohlnrton, ' · c . 
De~ r Sir: 

.. 
~· early ae laot September, a dele~At!on of Aser!can labor, headed by Pre8!dent V!ll!aa Green, of 

th• ~. F. o! L., and Preo!dent Pbll!o ~rray , of the 
C.l .O. , eub~!tted a mesorandum to the State Dtpart:ent, 
aooeali~ •to our Governaent and to the •overn:•nte o! 
t!lo tni•ed !latione, to &ddt to all territor!re under 
their control , Jev!en refu§••• vho may suceeed In ••
caoifiB fro~ the No~! bell . 

TOday , seven months later, Hitler et.nds on tne brl~ of dlsaate r. The Geraan le~lone are In retreat 
everyv~ere . Bat tbe r1f!erln• • and the oer aecut!one or 
the l••olst vtctlma have not been halted . Accord!nt to 
recent reoortr. tbe razle have, In de•o•ratton, !ntena!
!!ed tcelr bert!al trrror. Gn.ve d&nf~r thrr~tena atl 
ltone o! people In tortured Eurooe . On l y evt!t action can 
eAve the~ nov. Not vorda. nor tvtn te~ r•. vill have tht 
oover to restore or savt their 11Tea. 

'le b•vo learned t!:at tte oar Re!upee ilo&rd bae under 
oer1o.a conatder•tlon e plan to eetablleh •tree·oorte• 
in the Uni ted Stetee. vhere rrfufeee fro: H!tler!ea can 
find ahel~er un~!l thry are aettled In oermanent howe•. 
T~e oro~aal ~ been endorsed by le~ln6 ne~•oapera 
throughout the country . 

oe ~onatder tne establ!at~tnt of • tree aorta•. vhlch 
vould Rive Innocent v!ctlme of the rAping holocaust the 
or!v!lege ve nov accord ~~· or!aonere, a £oat practical 
anc f~!ble o!an. 



• 
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The plan would not only provide t empor a ry human "free 
oort" zones and safe refuge , and thereby save the liveR 
of innoc~nt people fortunate enough to esc~pe the cl aws 
of the Gestepo , but would also denonst rate most dramatically 
to the whole world the do~~ed determination of the American 
Government and tne American peoole to spare no effort in 
saving as many of the sufferers as possible . 

Ho reove r , we believe t ha.t the adoption and the 
effectuation of t he plan will helo stay the brutal Nazi 
hand, and will further en~oura~e the ever-Rrowing r esistance 
to GPrman barbarism. 

The olan has our wholehearted sunoort, and we res'Oect 
fttlly urge its immed i ate adoption . 

Since r ely yours , 

JEt/ISH LABOR COI4MITTEE 

( s) Louis Levy ,.. 
Louis Levy , Chairman 
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l~rtRlt pl .... 
r• ~· au 

• 

I 

Dear llr. Raanioll:, 

n- rq r.ply to yow- re • 11 t latter -...

iuc t.porary ha.,.n. i o the Un1ta4 atetee tor re~. 

the Preeiclent baa tekea aoti- tor the aatebt' •t. ot 

Ul ... rpDO)' Ra~H l belter &t 1ort ODUp-ie, Q &I• 

... York. I • aura ,ou will be 111t.eraat. .. 1a 1 1'-.c 

the attaeha4 oopiaa or t he ,....1.._.,, 1111 t •••• 

to CoJI&reaat hia oablep-aa or "'- 1, liM, t1o 

Alobaa.UOr "ob<trt. lalrph7, in .Upera, a8d la1a _....._ 

ot the •- data to the e&CWT he ... •• II wUia 

the ....UO. t1 the plu. 

X..t. .. tUte thia opport.uait.y to t.buk ,ou apia 

tor the lateraet * i ah ,ou ha.,. uprwaaa4 1o thh •ttar • 

llr. Geor1• Raanlolc, 
Seerat&r)-• 

... J=d•b Labo-r ec-it \M. 

6510 .. lroM I-. 
Oaklaad. 1, C&liroJ'II.ia. 

..... 
.J. w. ~. 

Kxeoutln Direotor 
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~f.l ..,. ."'., N.ll.IUU. 
~ A\ ..;y ;.,1_,. 

:'D Cl.i .:swtlV. fJL.i .. 
W. lt. 1.-,-
nll.,~tl 
ra: Filllt ..... ___ _ 

lab r , 
Jft'- ¥ r 

Ita Aif& R ... _ 

-' e •17 1011 h ! ~er omber , a Jf!J •r >llon u1 iJOIOJJa~•J

h.olldell by • r 111 o n ~ U lla Ore n , uf he • 1 , or L 

l n II\ I lllr W'l'U¥ , o 'he U. I. v . , ub I t ~ad • ·• -

<> .he ,L,.le Of 100ot , '' ""llog "1-0 011 Oov r c -
O.tftn ro 

c en .a 
.o al l 
t.h ll DW 

llln r<•'rt>r o •• n a Qi ~he Unl. • eCI II" lion~ , •o ndi:!J t 

err ltorle , uod r •hai r oo o rol , Je. t ah elutoaa 

uooe ' t n uc 1 t Of 1ro,.. he fta• l helJ . • 

'louoy , utv"n t10n\. bu a , 1 .L J nde oo he brink 

of 41at~ater. .:be "•• .n l \ OM ,,. to ret reot evnry• herft , 

But the eutiorloge an~ he r er oou l una of be r~aoi• t 

vioti~Y h~•• not baeG hsl ed . aoo<r• lng t o roaont rororto 

tho ~ asia huvo , in oaporut l on, tn.on 1fled nftir be~~lal 

LftTJ'OT o Or v • danger lbr o tone rllllon& o! reurle In Lor -

UTfH1 UTtJf e . v nlr uw1f oo ~ o oan ... ., ,. ,.1 oow. Jto t 

r a , or v n " r , i ll hv;v > he 1 o r to,. toro or 

ve t lr tl• e • 

o ~ •~ • • nrneo that ho r efuaeo do~u hBe 

und r rJ us oon i dur 1Uoo G pl tn to e b l111h " f ree pori a" 

1c . ne •td e,1 J ta • , her" r fua••• fro 111tlor18'!1 otto fln~ 

thoJ !or unL11 ~ho;. ur.• o· t lloc1 In permanon• h<•oa . 7he 

ro '"8 .L h •• been ellUor ed b7 )..,,., ing newora~er hroup;hout 

tho o un~r;y . 01 

o o .n l~or he ea\ bllelroot of • rreo o rflt , !#!oh 

-lOll L 41 vo I DBuoon v 1o t lmu ol ~bo r gl ng halooa u11 t fi! ~he0g 

prlvlle o • • no" oc r ol .\Xi II rr1auaora , a "'O t r rao~o• l:r:..,S 

~D~ fenBl hle O liG o 
Ou< 
~uw 

01 ""L.u 

rha p l&D .. oulu nut Only J TO'V l iiO 01.p•r 'Tlf 1\U! an"'-.::w 

fre ort• aonos , oou ~ f~ r ef uge , • n<l t harob;y uav~tha ~ 
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he lie·•· apo , bu t -.ould &1110 le~ona~ra\n moat clr•unuL "117 .. 

~Q •h• ~hula •orld tho dop -e. no~e~lna 1 n • f he (lerlc~o 

Govorn,..o nt an~ h e \z!oftrlu"o I•OOJ lo Lo opo.re n(l o1 for~ I n 

1aYIDI\ a• .-.on o.l the au.ft er ra "oa lbl o . 

More ••• , •• bf l leYo hn~ 

ua lon oi ~he pl 1n ~111 help a ~ay 

a11l fur er ono •w rR~e tho ever-~r 

<'~on barb . \ Km • 

tho dor' l o n and be etfoo

l ho bru.ol •~•1 hnnd a nd 
lfll r • J a>a• oe t o ()or -

• be plun ha oar holehe•r~oG u r •l • od • • 

ro•r•• tf lly ur ·• I te 1m..,• 1 >te a<lor•lion. 
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Tollr laUrllt II t blo pn " • h opprMI.aW. 

Kr. Ooorce a...!ek, ••• ,..,.1'7. 
lowl-a:~~~Co.altt .. , 
41110 1 ..... ~-. 
t.kl aa4, 1, Col ltora&a. 

-:-... '(0- <-

, • .,. 'nlT ,....., 

I , ~. P.a.lo 
..._u.,. »irM"'r 
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in tho !; r,Jtod >liLOB, houo r fupe ,, lro IUtlorle c n Sind 

h .. I tOT n t 1l lhnl nn u tllod In or unon t h me • ho 
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Ja r eplr ph .. • 
retor t o : taO 1944 

Dea r Mr. l el 1t•kr• 

1'1'8o1deot Pooonolt ha• rohrre4 to M 

your l~tt~r ot M«y ~4 . 1914 , coocoi'Diac tho eotab-

11•"-""' of t - rary ba••n• t or mv.to ... 

fbo 1atereol of your OI'KoA1&At1ca 1o tbio 

p robloa to ~~reetotod. 

Mr. s .. Bollh?. 
Secreta:-y . 
J evhb LaMr Cooal u ... 

"'1Th 1'. Cn\tr . , .... , , 

Stocktoa. Cal1torala. 

J. J . Pohle 
Zxecut lYe Di re~\or 

fl-1 -
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J E','/ISH LABOR <Xl!J.IIIT~Ell 

/ v 
STOQ{TOf!, CALIF • 

President Franklin D. Roose~elt ' 

White House 
l'lasb i ngton, D. c. 

Honorable Sir: 

iJAy 24 • 1944 

I 
We, the mnbera of Stoekton Branch or the Jewish 

Labor Commi ttee, r espectfUlly urg e t he adoption ot the plan 

I of the War ilefugee lloe.rd to establiSh "free• porte" in the 
Ollited St a tea for refug ~ea !'rom the Nazi hell Who may tind 
1t poesi ble to reach our shores f rom IU Uer Europe. 

We believe tha t the adoption and the effectuat ion 
ot tm plan will help atay the brutal l!a.zi hand and will 
further encourage the ever- growins r esia t Enoe t o Gennan 
barbarism. 

Tile plan baa our wholehear ted support and we re
spectfully urge its immedia te adoption . 

Yours very t.ruly 

J EI'IISB LABOR OOW.UTTliZ 

SB: TW 



:LD r eply pl• .. 
retor to 1 8511 

DMr Sira t 

l 

S1noo rq r epl y to your reoent tehsrau oon

oormn, te.porary h•••ne in the UAited Statoa tor 

retuc .. •, the Proaident b&a t aken action tor the 

oatablhhMDt ot an Z..rgenoy Rat'llgoo Bbelter a t Port 

Ontario , o ... go, ... Tori<. I &D auro 10u will be 

1ntoreated in reading the a ttached oopiaa or tho 

Proaidont•a reoont ••••&&• to Concro-a, hie oablograa 

ot JwM II, 1M•, to Aabua&dor liobort ~ 1D 

Algiora, and hie ....,r&lldua ot tha - date to the 

ar;onoy heada oonoernad with tho exeoution ot the plan. 

Let • • talco thh opportunity to thank 10U 

apin tor tbo intoreat ...Uoh you ban nprouod in thia 

.. ~T. 

ftorkaena Cirolo Braqoh 207, 
Jowioh L&bor Co-ittet, 
WOrm c!rOl; Soh.ool, 
•1s Capitol Avenue, 
Atlanta, Georgia. 

·wry truly ,our•, 

J. w. Pohlo 
Cxeouti n D1reotor 

• 
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la ropl7 plea .. 
r efer t o t 5511 MAY 19 1944 

ha.r Sl ro: 

J ~~a ... 7ou tel....-. of lla7 9 , 1944, 
t o \ho Pr aol4aat .U t o a o , ooaeorat~ U.. ao\al>C 
lhbaoat of t_,..roff7 baftJio for ffOh«eao, 

Jour latoroot l o ... h appreeloto4, 

Wor-ao Ct role l raacb 307, 
ltfti . , ~ ,,,.. c....t tt•· . 
-~ • -• ~h·el.. cJl-Ool , 
473 Capitol ~ . .... , 
.t.Uuta, Goo rclo. 

foff7 t ffUl.7 JOUO , 

J. W, Pohle 
! x ... \lYo Dtraoter 
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THII WHITII HOU811 

WA8HINCITON 

1·~ 10 , 1944 

Respectfully r eferred to t~e 

WGr Refucee ~oord for conai~ eration 

and acknowleigment . 

'/ILLI»l D. ?..a.SS:m':' 
Secretary to t be Praoident 

I ) 1 ~ 

' l i) 
.l BC, >J 

1:. cw.:o 
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ATLANTA CA MY "" t 

O PUSJK.r JIANILIN I IOGII.ILT 
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THE VII JTE IIOUSE lAS lite; 

AS EAIL Y AS LAST SI!PTEIIIEI A .LICATICII or AIIIIJUN LA .. 

HEADED IY PUIIDIIIT IIJLLIAII CIUN or THE AFOFL ANI PIUI .. T 

PHILIP IIIIIIAJ or THE CIO SIIIIIJmD A IKIIOIAIIIUII TO Till ITATI 

DEPAITIIEIIT APJIIALING QUOTE TO 0111 IIOIIDIIIDT ANI TO Till 

GOIIDNIIEIITI or THE IIIJTED NATJOIIS TO AMIJT TO ALL TDIITOilU 

UIIKI THEil CCIITIOL JEIIJSH IEFURU liMO IIAY SUCCEED IN 

ESUPIIIG FIOII THE IIAZI HELL IIIQUOTI TOIAJ UVIN -Till LATEI 

HITLD STANDS 011 THE 811111 or DIIASTII THE RIMN LEIIICIIS 

··--··m .. -· . 

I 

• 
• 
• • 

---~~~~~---------------------------------------=~~~~~~ 
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WIMI/1 

AU II UTIIAT IWDYWIIUI IUT TilE lllrRIIICS Ul T.

PDIUUTICIIII Of TilE rACIST VICTIM U~l lOT •111 ULTII 

ACCGIDIIC TO IICIIIT UPCIITI Till IAZIS IIAVI lN DUPDATI• 

IN~IIfiiD TIIEII .AITIAL TIIICIII CIA~I IAICII TIIIATINI 

IIILLIC*I or PIOPLI IN TOITUIU IUIOPI OILY ftJrT ACTI. CU 

IAVI THIN NOI NOT ICIIIS 01 lVII TIAIS WILL NAVE TilE PGIII TO 

IUTOII 01 lAVE TJidl LIVII 

WI IIAVI LUIIID TUT TNI WAI UfUCU IOAID liAS .... 11110111 

COIISIDIIATI• A PLAN TO ISTAILIIN FUI POITS IN TNI .. ITID 

STATES INUI UFUCDI n011 IITLUISN CU HID IIIILTU •TIL 

TillY AU SlnLII IN PUMIIDT 101111 Till PIOPOIAL Ul IIIII 

• 
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IIMlll 

ENDOIIED IT LEADING IEVIPAPEIS TKIOUCHOUY THE COUMTIT 

liE COIIIIDEI TME EITAILIIIIIEIIT Of FlEE POITS IHJCH IOULI 

GIVE I•OCDT VJCTJIIS OF TilE lACING IIOLOCAUIT THE PIIVILECE 

liE NOI ACCOID AilS I'R! ..... tilE IIOIT PIACTICAL AHI FEAIIILE 

ONE 

TilE PLAN IIOUI.D NOT 0111. Y PROVIDE TENPOIAKT HIIIWI FlU POIT 
• 

ZONES AND SAFE IEFUCE AND TIIIEIY SAVE Til LIVES OF INNOCDT 

PEOPLE FOITIIIATE TO ESCAPE THE CLAIS OF TilE CESTAPO 8IIT WOULD 

ALSO DEMOISTIATE IIOST DIAIIAT.lqALLT TO TilE IIIIOLE IOILD TilE 

DOCCED DETERMINATJOII OF TilE AIIDICAN GOVEIIICNT AND TilE AIIDICAN 

PEOPLE TO SPAIE NO EFFORT IN SAVING AS RANT OF TilE SUFFEI£11 AI 

POSSIILE • 
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liM II• 

NCliiOVU llr .LUIII TIIAT Till AIOPTJCII Alii Tid I:J J'ICTUArtOII 

OJ Till ru• IIJLL IIILP STAY n. •nAL IIAZJ .. 1 Alii IIJLL 

JIIITIIU DCOIIIACI: Till I:VD CIOIJ•G UIJITAIICI: TO GIIIAII 

IAIIAIJSN 

Till PLAII HAS 0 .. IIIIOLI:UAITtD IUPPOIT AIID Ill II:IPI:CTJULLY 

..1:1: ITS J ... IJATI: ADOPTION 

IOIDII:III CJICLI: .AIICII 301' 11011111111 C JICLI: IIAIICII 301' I 

t JI:IIJSH LAIOI C-JTTa IIOIJCII!I:•S. CIICLI: ICIIOOL U.l CAPITOL 

AVDIK ATu.TA CA • 

• 
• 
-~--

• 

• 
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L'K.5J! NL~ATLANT A 

JOHN W PEHLEa -··------~~~~-----
Di ilECTOR IAR REFU GEE 

AS EARLY AS LAST SE~TEI.IBER A DELEGATI ON OF AIJERI CAN LA~R 

HEADED BY PRES I DENT WI LLI AM GREEN OF THE AFOFL AND PRESIDENT 

PHILIP MU Rn AY OF THE CI O SUBM ITTED A MHIORANDUll TO TilE STATE 

DEPARTMENT APPEALI NG QUOTE TO OU R GOVERNMENT AND 1'e THE . - - -
GOVERNIJENTS OF THE UN I TED NATI ONS TO ADUlT TO ALL TERRITO RIES 

UNDER THE t R CONTROL ~EWI SH REFUGEES WHO UAY SUCCEED IN 

ES"CAPING Fh0 11 TilE NAZI HELL UNQUOTE;- TODAY SEVEN MONTHS LATER 
. ~ - ... 

HITLER STANDS ON THE BRINK OF DI SASTER THE GERltA!ttEGIONS 

AilE IN nETkEAT EVERYWHERE "BUT THE SUFFE RINGS AND THE - -----
PEASECUT IONS OF THE FAC I ST VI CTIMS HAVE NOT BEEN HALTED 

ACCO RD ING TO RECENT REPORTS • THE NAZI HAVE IN DESPE RATION 

I NTENS IFIED THEI R BEASTIAL TERRORS i GRAVE DANGER THREATENS 

MILLIONS OF PEOPLE IN TORTURED EUROPE· ONLY SWIFT ACT ION 

CAN SAVE THEW NOI· NOT lO RDS Oil EVEN TEARS I ILL HAVE THE 

POWER TO RESTORE OR SAVE THE I R LOVES• 

'I li'E HAVE LEARI!ED TH AT THE WAll .'IEFUGEE BOARD HAS UNDER - . 
SERIOUS CONS I DERAT ION A PLAN TO ESTABL I SH FREE PORTS 1r1 

THE UN I TED STATES IYHEHE REFUGEES FROM HITLERISIA CAN FIND . 
SHELTER UNTIL THEY ARE SETTLED IN PERM AN ENT HOUES. THE 

1 
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LK.H2/2 ATLANTA GA 9 JOHN W PEHLE WASHDC• 

PROPOSAL ~AS BEEN ENDO~SED BY LEADING NEWSPAPERS THROUGOUT 

THE COUNTRY~ 

' 'I IE:C0NSIDE;R HIE ESTABL I SIMiiiNif OF FREE"~ORT$ WHIC' 

WOULD GIVE INNOCENT VICT I Lilt-Of THE RAG ING KQLOCAUST THE 

PRIVILEGE IE NOW ACCORD AX I S I' RI SONERS THE UOST PRACTICAL - - -
• AND FEASIBLE O!!"O; 

~ "' THE PLAN WOULD NOT ONLY I'ROV IDE TEW'ORARY HUIIAN l'REE 

I'ORT ZONES AND SAFE REFUGE ~D THEREBY SAVE THE Ll VES OF 

INNOCENT PEOPLE fOR TUN ATE TO ESCAPE THE CLAWS OF THE GESTAPO - ... - ....... 
BUT WOULD ALSO DEMONSTRATE MOST DRAL!ATICALLY TO THE WHOLE - - -

WO RLD THE DOGGED DETERMINATION OF THE Af.iERICAN GOVE RNJI£NT 

AND THE AIIEA ICA~ ~E~!LE TO S~ARE NO EF.~ORT IN SAVING AS 

IJANY OF THE SUFFERERS AS I"OSS I BLE;- ._ 

'I MOREOVER WE BEL I EVE THAT THE ADOPT I ON AND THE 

EFFECTUAT ION OF THE PLAN WILL HELP STAY THE BRUTAL ~AZI ..._- - -
HAND AND IILL FURTHER ENCOUIUG£ THE EVER GROWING RESISTANCE - - .... 
TO GERJWL. BARBAR ISIJO' 

'I THE I"L AN HAS OUR WHOLEHEARTED SUPPO RT AND WE AESI'ECTFULLY 

URG E ITS IIIIIEDI ATE AD~TIO~· 

WO RKIIENS' Cl RCLE &<lAN CH 207 

I· .. JEW I SH1 LABOR COII/JI TTEE • WOAKIIENS 

47} CAPITOL AVENUE HLANTA GA;o 

AFOFL CIO 207 207 B 47};-; 

Cl RCLE SCHOOL 
~ 



In repl y plMao 
rotor to& 666 

JU ' ] ... 1944 

Sinoo »::! NIJilY to :JOUr r eoent t ole......- oon

oor llln& tooopor&ry h&YOna i n tho Uni tod St&toa tor 

ro·~•••, the Proeident hae taken aot i on tor t ho 

oatablia~nt ot &A -..rsonoy Retu&• • Sholtor a t Fort 

Ontario , <>ewoco, low Tori<. 1 aa euro you will bo 

iotorut ed i n r eadi ng t he attaohod oop1" ot the 

Pr oaideut'a roooot .. ••as• to Coocroaa, hia oablograa 

of JW>O 8 , liK,, to Allbe.aaador Rober t la.lrph;y in 

J.l&i ora, &od hia --ro.odua of t he aaao dato to tho 

agonoy ho&da oonoornod with the exooution or t ho plaa. 

Let a e t &l<o th1a opportunity to thul< you 

apin tor the intoroat ..tlioh you ha" oxpr .. aed in 

thie tlllttar. 

• · saa n . B~>nan, 
Chai~. 

Joriah Labor CD801tt• •, 

Duluth, Jlimloaaot&. 

Bnoloaur011 

J. lf. Pehlo 
&xoout1• o Direotor 



Ia repl7 plMoo 
refer \el 161 

MA'r U 1944 

':baM ,.. , ... ,.... tal ...... at .., .... 
10 , 1944, to U.o Pnot._, ..cl w •· -nlac \M 
oo\a\ll ... a t of t-l>lrO?J' loa•_. for ""-'""· 

llr. Saa •. ..raa, 
Cbal,_, 
oJ..,toll La \or c:..-t t teo, 
....... - .u-..i •. 

I Si gned! J . 1 . Pelll o 

l . "· PM!o 
1-UYO Dt ... t.r 
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l.~A264 NL=DUTUTH 1.! I NN 10 

JOHN 1'1 PEHLE= -;.:,;"""'-.,.::;;;::::;~=;::p;:~ 

DIRECTOR 

[DEAR !.IR • PE!iLE • L AST SE PTEI.H!ER • A DE L EGA TION OF A!.l ERICAN 

LABOR . HEADED BY PRES IDENT WI LLIAM GREEN • OF THE A~ F~ OF 

L•• AND .PRES I DENT PH I LIP !.IURRAY • OF THE C'• l<o 0•• SUBMITTED 

A 1.\EI.IORANDUI.l TO THE STATE DEPARH~ENT • APPEALI NG 11 TO OUR 

GOVERNMEN T AND TO THE GOVERNI.!ENTS 0" THE UNITED NATI ONS • 

, TO AD MIT ALL TERR I TOR I ES• UNO ER THE I R CONTROL , JE~I I SH 

REFUGEES WHO MAY SUCCEED I N ESCAPING FROl.lTHE NAZ I HELL:• ":o 

7 'I• TODAY • HI TLER STANDS (/N THE BRINK OF DISASTER • THE 

GERI.lAN LEGIONS ARE I N RETREAT EVER\'11-lERE:o BUT THE SUFFER I NGS 

AND THE PERSECUT I ONS OF THE FASC I ST VICTI MS HAVE NOT BEEN 

HALTED~ ACCORDI NG TO RECENT RE PORTS • THE NAZ I S HAVE 

I NTENS I F I ED THE I R BEST I AL TERROR~ GRAVE DANGER THREATENS 

MI LLIONS OF PEOPLE I N TORTURED EUROPE:• ONLY SWIFT ACTION 

CAN SAVE THEM~ NOT WORDS • OR EVEN TEARS • WILL HAVE THE 

POm::R TO RESTORE OR SAVE THEIR LI VE~ 

~ WE HAVE LEARNED THAT THE 'liAR REFUGEE BOARD HAS UNDER 

SERIOUS CONS I DERATI Otl A PLAN TO ESTABL I S~l 11 FREE PORTS " 

r N THE UNITED STATES• I'IHERE R'EFUGE~S FRO !.~ HITLER I SI.I CAN 

FI ND SHELTER UNTIL THEY ARE SETTLED I N PERIMNENT HOMES:• 

THE PROPOSAL HAS BEEN ENDOR·SED BY LEADING NEWSPAPERS 

THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY~ 

<: ~IE CO~!SI DER THE ESTABLI SHI.lENT OF "FREE PORTS "= 

E t!D 1:-

• 

• 

. 
s 
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\\~ESTERK 1461 ~ 

~~~U~I~N~~~ ----':'IHICH ~OULD GIVE I~HOCEMT VICTIL:S OF THE RAG II'G HALOCAUST • 

T~E PRIVILEGE '!'IE NO:'J ACCORD AXIS PRI~tlERS• A UOST PRACTICAL' 
At:O FEASillLE O~!E '> 

'l THE PLAN ':IOULD NOT Ot!LY PROV I DE TELIPORARY HUL!At! "FREE 
PORT" ZONES • AND SAFE REFUCE • AND THEREEY SAVE Ti lE LIVES OF 

INNOCENT PEOPLE FORTUNATE TO ESCAPE THE CLAf/S OF . TilE 
" GESTAPO • EUT '.10ULO ALSO OEI.\01! STRATE LIOST ORM.!AT I CALLY TO 
i TliE WHOLE WORLD THE OOCOEO DETERl1lt!AT I ON OF TliE AllER I CAll 
1 GOVE~ AND THE A~IERICAN PE.!..Qt.LE TO SPARE t!O EFFORT It! 

SAV I t:G AS !.lA~Y OF THE SUFFERERS AS POSSIELE-. .--
'! !.!OREOVER • ':'IE EELIEVE THATTHE ADOPT! a; ANDTHE 

EFFECTUATIOtl OF THE PLAN !!ILL HELP STAY THE ERUTAL tiAZI 
HAND AND !I I LL FURTHER ENCOUAGE THE EVER-GRO'~ ltlG RE Sl STA:!CE 
TO GERI..AI! EAREAR I SIJ • 

'l THE PLAN HAS OUR 1/liOLHEARTED SUPPORT AND WE 
RESPECTFULLY URGE I TS l l.iLIED I ATE ADOPT I ON;. YOURS 
RESPECTFULLY: 

SM.l H EERIJAN CHAI Rl.lAN JEWI SH LAeR CO!.li.H TTEE'• '•'• 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS HIN G T O N 

L."J 11, !; ...... . 

hEoBr.oct~l·: re.torred to t .. e 

lotJrd i'ol' utte11tion tm1 eporopricte 

nc •. no:tl"u .. ent . 
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W. R. B. 
Fili"' AutiNJ,itv 
To: Fi/u .. < 

~=I.Anl. ~"# 
i~X I~ 7 I J (;j I". ... lnlli•l 

WBtt NL 1/vt. : 

DULUTH MINN MA Y 9 1 91111 

PRESIDENT r D ROOSEVELT ' 

WHITE HOUSE 

DEAR MR PRESIDENT LAST SEPTEMBER A DELEC:ATIOH or AMERICAN 

LABOR HEADED BY PRES I DENT WILLIAM GREEN or THE A r Of L 

AND PRESI DENT PHILIP MURRAY or THE C I 0 SUBMITTED A 

MEMORANDUM TO THE STATE DEPARTMENT APPEALINC: TO OUR 

C:OVERNMENT AND TO THE C:OVERNMENTS or THE UNITED NATIONS, TO 

ADMIT TO ALL TERRITOR IES UNDER THEIR CONTROL. JEWISH REfUC:££S 

WHO MAY SUCCEED IN ESCAPING fROM THE NAZI HELL. 

TODAY, HITLER STANDS ON THE BRINK Of DISASTER. THE GERMAN 

- ------------~-------

• 
• 
t 

l 
~ 
-.. 
c 

I 
,. •• , .s 



( ( 

• 
• 
• 

• t 

VBtt/2 

LE,IONS ARE IN RETREAT EVERYWHERE. BUT THE SUFFERINGS AND 

PERSECUTIONS OF THE FASCIST VICTIMS HAVE NOT BEEN HALTED. 

ACCORDING TO RECENT REPORTS, THE NAZIS HAVE INTENSifiED THEIR 

BESTIAL TERROR. GRAVE DANGER THREATENS "ILLIONS Of PEOPLE IN 

TORTURED EUROPE. ONLY SWIFT ACTION CAN SAVE THE"• NOT WORDS 

OR EVEN TEARS IIILL HAVE THE POIIER TO RESTORE OR SAVE THEIR LIVES 

VE HAVE LEARNED THAT THE liAR REfU,EE BOARD HAS UNDER SERIOUS 

CONSIDERATION A PLAN TO ESTABLISH •FatE~PORTS• IN THE UNITED 

STATES, IIHERE REfUGEES fRON HITLERIS" CAN fiND SHELTER UNTIL 

THEY ARE SETTLED IN PER"ANENT HONES. THE PROPOSAL HAS BEEN 

ENDORSED BY LEADING NEWSPAPERS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY. 

• 
. - .- . 
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VE CONSIDER THt ESTABLIS~NT or "rREE PORTS", VHICH WOULD 

CIYE INNOCENT ~ICTINS or THE RA,INC HOLOCAUST, THE PRIVILECE 

WE NOV ACCORD AXIS PRISONERS , A NOST PRACTICAL AND rtASIBLE 

ONE • THE PLAN WOULD NOT ONLY PROVIDE TENPORARY HUMAN • ratE 

PORT" ZONES ~ND SAtr. R£ruct AND THEREBY SA~[ THE LIVES Of 

INNOCENT PEOPLE fORTUNATE TO ESCAPE THE CLAWS Of THE CESTAPO, 

BUT WOULD ALSO DENONSTRATE MOST DRAMATI CALLY TO THE WHOLE 

WORLD THE DOGCtD DETERMINATION Of THE ANERICAN COV[RNMENT AND 

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE TO SPARE NO EffORT IN SA~INC AS NANY Of 

THE SUffERERS AS POSSIBLE . 

NOREOYER, WE BELIE~£ THAT THE ADOPTIOh AND THE tffECTUATIOh 

I 

• 
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Of THE PLAN WILL HELP STAY THE BRUTAL NAZI HAND AND WILL 
fURTHER ENCOURAGE THE E~ER-GROWING RESI STANCE TO GERMAN BARBARISM 
THE PLAN HAS OUR WHOLEHEARTED SUPPORT AND WE RESPECn'Ul.LY 
URGE ITS IMMEDIATE ADOPTION. YOURS RESPECT) ULLY 

- ~ SAM H BERMAN CHAIRMAN JEWISH LABOR COMMITTEE. 

. . . ..... 

s 



In reply phase 
refer to a 662 

JU 1 1944 

Dear )(r. Sohlll-.na 

Oince ~ r eply to your recent letter oon
oernlnr; te.cponry haYene in the United Stat ea tor 
retuseee, the Preeident h•• taken aot\oo for the 
eatabllahment of eo !kergency Petu~ee Shelter at 
Port Ontario , O••• go, lew York . I aa aura you wi l l 
be interested in r eadinc the attached oopiea of the 
President ' • recent .coa•a&• to Co~reae, hie oeble&raa 
o f o~~ne 8 , 19'~, to -.nb&aaador Robert lfwophy 1n 
Algiere, and hh me110randua ot the ea.co date to the 
a~:enoy h• d• oonoerned w1 th the execution ot the plan. 

Let 
a.;ai _ tor the 
thie uattor. 

nte lalre t 'li o opportunity to thank you 
interest. uhioh ·~ou have dXpreued in . ' 

Mr. B • .:!ohul8&11, 
Soorot ury, 
Jewiah Labor Co~ttee , 
)2-carrol~ Street, • 
Paterson, ... Jer1ey. 

Very trul y youra, 

J . W. Pohle 
Execu~i•e Dire~tor 



h r epl7 )'loalt 

relel" toa 452 

MAY 19 1944 

!halll< 70• for JOV leU er of lla7 15 , 1144, 

tor n t-o, 

Tov 1al ..... t to - q p,...law.l, 

Yor, lrulJ JOWro, 

Mr. J . So.'-! ... . 
Seoreta,.., 
l.,ta~ ... c-u.._ 
""1rca ..... u s. ...... 
Peter•oa. lev Jer.e7. 

1 . v . Paille 
...._,, •• Diroo l ar 
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"I il. 0 
7 •',1zonl!J Jewislr Labor Committee 

I /., 
Jl \Tt:'ltJM)S OP',('K ·II 

DAVID OUIIHIKV 
T,..., .. ,.., 

72 CARROLL Slll££T 

P ATERSON, N. j . 

I t WI'' \- II 
flo. An,, «tq. _ _ _ 

J aAIKI N .......... 
o~aeoa ~tAT 

l.• ecv11w• lec.rttv)' 

' r John I ?ehle, :lirector 
fa r Retugae Boerd 
lcehingt on , D. c. 

Deor •·r John ·:1 l'ehle: 

--· ln/1/tl-- --

~f"f!""l'!!'§'IT"""' ----

Aa early oa lest September , e delegation or Arericen l Pbor, heed~~ b~ 

President lilliem Green, of t he A. F. of L., and Pr esident PhUin •· 

!.:urrey , or t be C.I.o. , submit tat! e "'l!l'lorendW!I to t he St ate neoertm~nt 

epneeling "to our GoYernrnont and t o the governnenta of the lln1 ted 1 Ptiona, t 

to et1mlt to ell ter ritories , unde r their control , Je .. isb refUgee" 

who roey succeed in escaping from the Nezi hell." 

TotiPy , seven contbs later, P~tler stende on the br ink of dia~ste~ . 

The German legions e re in retreat everywhere. But the suffer!~~ 

end t ' e pa· secuti ons of the Fascist victims have not been hrlted. 

i.ccordi ng to r ecent renorts , the r azia have , in desperation , int~naified 

their best ial terror. Greve tla~er threatens mil lione of peonl e 
in tor tured europe. Only swift action can seve thl!!'l now. ''ot ·-erda 

or even tears , will hove the power to rest ore or seve their live• . 

le heve learned thet the ·ve r Refugee Boerd bee under serious 
consideration e olon to eet ebliah "free•oorta" in the United St ates , 

where r efUgees from Hitlerlsm can find shelter until they ~re ee'tled 

in per:nenent homes. The r rooosel h!\ 8 been entlorsed by l ee cline r.p· .. a 

prpers throughout the country . 

/e consider the eatebll eb;,ent of "free porta," which would give 

innocent vict ims of reging halooaust , the privilege we now ecoord 

l~ie prisoners , a most practical end feasi ble one. 

The plen would not only orovide taoporery hurnon "free port" zone~ , 

and safe refuge , end thereby seve the liYes of innocent people 
rortunete to eacepe t he olews or the Oestepc , but would elso 
demonstrate moat dramatically to the whole word the dogged datel"'linetion 

or the Jmericen Govern~ent end the ~erlc~n peoole to a~re no e rrort 

in neving ea ma ny of the sufferers ee possible . 

•·oreover , we believe thet the adooticn Pnd the effec t uation or ~P 

plan will help s t ay the brutel l'azi bend end will further encour•re 

the ever-growing r esletande t o Oe raon berbarlem. 

The olen hAs our whol ehearted sur, ort end we respttully urp:e 1 ts 

i~odiete adoption. 
Respectfully yours 

p;,TZP'::DN' J1J'IISH l.JI!lOR CO''J.'ITT1·;E 

E Schulman; Secretary 



In roplJ' ? loaot 
rotor to 1 llU 

Dear Hr . Keld a 

'tlwu>l< 7011 for 10ur t elo.,-a. of .rwos 9, 194•, 

aonoornlns t ho rocontlt oo\a~lloho4 !.morconct Botus-o 

lhel t.er a t. lort 0Dta.rto , Oeweao, hw York . 

X.n 100 take thh oppcr\llDl t t \o oxpron a«atn 

r.;r olA<>oro approclMlon of tho lntoroot and 011<>pc rt of 

orgoonhaUono oucl. "' JOur• whi ch b.'lYo btll"'4 1A tho 

ac.hl•••• nt. of our pl"'OCI'AII t or gl •1n« \ s11-,oro.ry afJ'l\18 

tn thle couat17 to retuceea. 

~r. Atol ph Hol d, 
Chat rae, 
Jevt.n ~bor Uoanlttee, 
17~ ~ . Broad~, 

~.w rork , lew fore . 

U!ovlor:lnp 6/29/ .. 

Slacere l1 70ur1 , 

·----
.r, It, Pohlo 
~au\t.-e Dtreo\ or 
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PIX JLC NEWYORK NY JUB 9 1944 

JOHN V PERLE DIRIC'l'OR 

lilll GlW."l' PR!i.SIDtlll'l' ROOSEV.tlLTS HtnoiANITARIAN ACTION IN ESTA11LI SHING 
I 

THZ FIRST l:a.mRG.r:NCY REFUG..:E SHELTER AT FORT ON'rAlUO, Ill THEJ !lAME 

OF OUR ORGAliiZATION l(..J liiSH TO EXPRESS TO YOU AND TO YOUR l!O.oi.RD 

OUR HE.AR!'rELT G~IJ'ICATION WITH YOUR SIJCCESSFUL BEGINNING TO 

SAVE AS MANY OF HITLE.RS VICTIMS AS POSSI BLE. WE CONSI:ln THE 

• FI RST Sil!f' TAKEN BY THK PRESimNT TO PROVIm: A HAV'.!N FOR REi'OGE3S 

FROM OCCU?IED EU'ROP:l: IMPORl'ANT NOT ONLY BECAUSE A CONSI.DE:aA.BLE 

NUKJ!l,;R OF R.EFUG.c:ES MIGB'l' FI ND SANCTIJJ;RY IN THI S COUNTRY Btrr 

ALSO :SEC.AUSE OTHER COUNTRI ZS "oi'OULD BE ENCOUllAGED TO FOLUllt OUR 

ilXAMPL£ AND WOULD .8~ l.fORE DI SPO~D TO GIV.O: TID:M TRANSIT ..UID 
• 

/ ./ 
ADOLPH HELD CHAI RMAN JEWISH LA.BOR OOMMITTEi:, 

429P 
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Ia H pl7 pleau 
roto; \ol 6&3 

MAY 20 1911 

llooar llr. Bold! 

fhaalc 7011 t or 7011r \olocr-o of lla7 4, 
1944, \o Pno14aat Rooonol\ u4 \o a o, aoaeon1ac 
t he oo\a'bUohaoa\ ot \-ra PT ho'OMO tor retucooo . 

Toar novo • \1111 M Uor oro paaU7 
approe 1o\o4, u4 vill \e 'OIPJ oorot...ll7 ooaaldord, 

llr. Adolph Bol4, 
Chatraaa, 
.T ovioh La'llor Co.at Uoo, 
1111 IU\ llioo!W'i7' 
low Torlt a . l ev Torlt. 

ll!owlorlocr 6-18-44 

l. v. Pllhlo 
l :roeuU•• Dir .. \or 
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PXXJLC NEWYORK NY try 4 1944 JJ9P 

JOHN W PEHLE 

DIRECTOR WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

AS EARLY AS LAST SEPTEMBER A DELEGATION OF AMERICAN LABOR 

HEADED BY PRESIDENT WILLIAM GREEN OF THE A, F, OF L,, AND 

PRESIDENT PHILIP MURRAY OF THE C.I.O., SUBMITTED A 

t.£LIORANDUM TO THE STATE DEPARTMENT APPEALING "TO OUR 

GOVERNMENT AND TO THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE UNITED NATIONS TO 

ADMIT TO ALL TERRITORIES UNDER THEIR CONTROL JEWISH 

RE~UGEES WHO ~~y SUCCEED IN ESCAPING FROM THE NAZ I HELL" . 

( 811! TO:MY, SEVEN MONTHS LATER, HITLER STANDS ON THE 

BRINK OF DISASTER THE GERMAN LEGIONS ARE IN RETREAT 

EVERYWHERE . B4T THE SUFFERINGS AND THE PERSECUTIONS OF 

THE FASCIST VICTIMS HAVE NOT BEEN HALTED, ACCORDING TO 

RECENT REPORTS, THE NAZIS HAVE IN DESPERATION INTENSIF IED 

THEIR BESTIAL TERROR, GRAVE DANGER THREATENS MILLIONS OF 

PEOPLE IN TORTURED EUROPE. ONLY SWIFT ACTI ON CAN SAVE THEM 

( NOW. NOT WORDS OR EVEN TEARS, WILL HAVE THE POWER TO RESTORE 

OR SAVE THEIR LIVES 
( 

END 1. 
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Yo£ HAVE LEANNEJ) THAT THE WAR REFUGEE BOARD HAS 

I..NDER SERIOUS CONSIDERATION A PlAN TO ESTABLISH FREE PORTS 

IN THE UNITED STATES, WHERE REFUGEES FROM HITLERISM CAN 

FIND SHELTER UNTIL THEY ARE SETTLED IN PERMANENT HoMfS, 

WE CONS IDER THE ESTABLISH~£NT OF FREE PORTS, WHICH WOULD 

GIVE INNOCENT VICTI MS OF THE RAGING HALOCAUST THE PRIVILEGE 

liE NOW ACCORD PRISONERS, A ~lOST PRACTICAL AND FEASABLE ONE . 
THE PLAN WOULD NOT ONLY PR IVIDE TEMPORARY HUMAN 

FREE PORT ZONES AND SAFE RtiUGE AND THEREBY SAVE ~HE L I YES 

OF INNOCENT PEOPLE FORTUNATE TO ESCAPE THE CLAWS OF THE 

GESTAPO. BUT WOULD ALSO DEIIONSTRATE UOST DRAIIATICALLY TO 

THE WHOLE WORLD THE DOGGED DETERIIIHATION OF THE .AIIER ICAH 

GOVERNMENT AND THE AMERICAN PEOPLE TO SPARE NO EFFORT IN 

SAVING AS MANY Of THE SUFFER~ AS POSSIBLE. 

UOREOVER WE BELIEVE THAT THE ADOPTI ON AND THE 

EFFECTUATI ON OF THE PLAN WILL HELP STAY THE BRUTAL ... NAZ I 

HAND AND WILL FURTHER ENCOURAGE THE EVER GROWING RES ISTANCE 
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THE PLAN HAS OUR WHOLE- HEARTED SUPPORT. IN THE 

NAME OF THE 500,000 AMERICAN WORKERS AFFILIATED WI TH THE 

..EWISH LABOR COI.'t.IITTEE WE RESPECTFULLY URGE ITS lli.MEDIATE 

ADOPTION 

JEWISH LABOR COIIJAI TTEE ADOLPH HELD CHA IRMAN DAV ID 

DUB INSKY TREASUERE JOSEPH BASKIN SECRETARY . 

525P 
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Tl-tE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

l!ay s, 1944 

Respeottully referred to the 

Executive Director, War Retugee Board 

.for attention an.d such acknowledgment 

as may be deemed appropriate. 

()_)~.!~~ 
TIILLIAIJ D. HASSETI' 

Secretary to the President 



• 
• 
• 
• 

(. 

c 

f 

,. ... 
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Fili11g Autl:oritv 
To: fils• 
A•tt. 1.1~/+1 

n'.Y 4 s 
WB,. !SEVDI l DL 

(J [il p• i'o. ;,,, flcq, ---
• · '111/iial 

Dute ---- ..,... 
PUJLC NEIIYORI! NY NAY .\ I~"" l.)9P 

FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT/ 

TilE WHITt HOUst 

AS tAlLY AS LAST stPTtliBEII A DEU:C:ATION OF AIIIIICAJi"'UBOI . 
HEADED BY PltSIDtNT WILLIAM 'RE[N(or THE A: r. OF L., AND 

PRESIDENT PHILIP MUIRAY~OF THE ColoO~ SUBMITTED A 

I!EMORANDUII TO THE STATE DtPAITIIEIIT APPEALIIIC •To o• 

C:<NtRNMENT AND TO THE GCNERNI!ENTS OF THE IIUTED NATIONS TO 

ADMIT TO ALL TERIITORIES lltD£1 THEIR CONnOL JEWISH RtFUC:ttS 

WHO MAY SUCCEED IN ESCAPINC: FROM THE NAZI HtLL•o TODAY, 

SEVEN MONTHS LATER, HITLI:R STANIS 011 <fN£ IRINX OF DISASTER 
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THE C:ONAN U:CJONS AI! JN U:TU:AT EVtiTVNDto IUT TilE 

SUFFtiiNCS AND THE PIISECUTJONS OF TNt FASCIST VICTIMS IIAVt 

NOT attN MALTED. ACCOIIINC TO ltctNT ltPOITS, TIE NAZIS IIAVE 

Ill DtSPEIATJON l.rtNSJFitD TIIEJI IESTJAL TEIIOI• ClAVE DAIIC:tl 

TllltATtNS MILLIONS OF PEOI'LE JN TOITUIED tUIOPE. ONLY SIIJFT 

e ACTION CAll SAVE TIIIII NOll. NOT IOIDS 01 EVEN TEAlS, IfiLL IIAvt 

TNt POlO TO ltSTOIE 01 SAVE THtJI LIVES • 
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liE HAVE LEAIIMID THAT THE liAR IIEIUCEE BOARD HAS IIIDtl 

SERIOUS CONSIDEIATION A PLAN TO ESTABLISH FatC PORTS IN TilE 

UNITED STATtS, lfHERE U:FUCEE~ Flp,'" (JC.JTLEIJSM CAN JIIID SHrL TEl 

UNTIL THEY Alt SETTLED IN PERMANENT HOMES. 

' ll't CONSID£1 TilE ESTABLUNMbt Of .• D PORTS, lfiiJCII IIOULD 
I 
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THE PLAN HAS OUR IIHOLE•HEARTED SUPPORT• IN THE NAill: Of THE 

~00~000 AMERICAN WORKERS AffiLIATED IIITH THE JEIIISH
1

LAaoR 

COMMITTEE III RESPECTFULLY URGE ITS I~DIATI ADOPTION 

JEIIISH LAB~ COMI!JTTEE ADOLPH HELD CHAIRI!AN DAIIID 

DUBINSKY1TREASURER JOSEPH BASKIN SECRETARY • 
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