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In reply please
refer to: 1391

Dear Mrs. Nagel:

The President has referred to me your receant letter
concerning the Rmergency Refugee Shelter being established at
Yort Ontario, Oswego, New York, to give temporary asylum to
aprroximately 1,000 refugees who have fled from their homelands
to Southern Italy,

Details of the plan were outlined by the President in
his message to Congress on June 12, his cablegram to Ambdassador
Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum to the agency heads con-
cerned with the execution of the project, OCOoples of these docu-
ments are enclosed as a matter of interest to you,

I assure you that the War Refugee Board is doing every-
thing in its power to rescue the victims of enemy persecufion and
to find havens of refuge for them vhere they can remain in safely
and be cared for until they can be returned to their own couiries
at the end of the war, In this cemnection, I am sure you will be
interested to know that arrangements have been and are being made
to provide other facilities to care for refugees in areas nearer
to their homslands,

Very truly yours,

{¥ipwed) 7. W. Pohlr

J. W, Pehle
Executive Director

Nrs. Edith Haggetbom Nagel ,
301 West 108th Street,
New York, 26, New York.

Enclosures,

W wfll‘!f.i'lrl.ﬂ."t 7/20/44



/501 West 108th Street, fﬂtiﬂ“ﬂ
New York 25, N.Y. To: Files
June 12, 1944,

LErwecTiuLLy He L :‘M R"' e

#oa Acknowrrrcudaitial
49D CONSIDERA T :m

President Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D.C. &Ouwe.” P S

Dear President Roosevelt, Srotcry 1© the Presidey:

The appalling and inhuman suffering
that has come to the political and Jewlsh refugees of Europe
leade me to protest against our half-hearted attempts to help
these people. I respectfully urge that the recentopening of a
free port to but a thousand of these human beings, although 1t
lis an admirable expr-ssion of our good will toward them, be re-
garded ae only a first step in alleviating their suffering. Our
government should prepare itself to open more rts, quickly and
in sufficlent numbers, to admit every single individual who,
without such sanctuary, would be unableto live on.

I also urge most respectfully the initiation and adoption
of a feeding plan for needy nationals and refugees in Nazi held
territory, on the model of the successful Greek feeding plan.

I cannot believe that there are insurmountable obstacles
‘to our carrying through a humane program of this sort. The
ihistorical faect that our country has always provided asylum .

‘the oppressed 0 at pro-
1dIng such asylum is part of the implic “American life,

We must, however, profess this ideal not only implicitly, but

\&ctively and with passionate conviction. And I think that a wise

Lnd humane government should take the lead in popularizing thies
deal and in helping to give it concrete ambodiment.

Very respectfully yours,
el

Edith Haggstrom Nagel
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In reply please
refer to: 816

Dear Miss Aries,

Since my reply to your recent letter concerning
temporary havens in the United States for refugees, the
President has taken action for the establishment of an
Emergency Refugee Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New Tork.
I am sure you will be interested in reading the attached
copies of the President's recent message to Congress, his
cablegram of June 8, 1944, to Ambagsador Robert Murphy, in
Algiers, and his memprandum of the same date to the agency
heads concerned with the execution of the plan,

Let me take this opportunity to thank you again
for the interest which you have expressed in this matter.

Yery truly yours,

il ligE j 8 N,

J. ¥, Pehle
Executive Director

Miss Harriet 5. Aries,

Director, Chioago Section
Service to the Foreign Bornm,
Hational Council of Jewish Women,
130 North Wells Street,

Chicago, Illineis,

Enclosures,

Py
% Btowleriinp 6/16/44
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Dgar Miss Aries:

Thank you for your lettar of May 22, 1944,
concerning the establishment of temporary havens for
refugees,

Tour interest in this problesam is apprecimted.
Very truly yours,

fR"mand) 4. B: Febls

J, W, Pehle
Executive Director

Hiss Harriet S, Aries,
Uirector, Chicago Sectlon
Service to the Foreign Born,

Jaalgaal-Councllof Jewieh Yomen,
rth Welle Street,

Chioage, Illinois,

67 BH REHutchisonimgr 5-30-44 o/ —
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN

CHICAGO SECTION To: Files
DEPARTMENT of SERVICE to the FOREIGN BORN  Ans Ifﬂf 44
Ans. —
Frenklin 9566 MISS ;Lﬂtflﬂ
Execuipyyy Directoi

130 NORTH WELLS STREET

May 22, 1944

Mr. John W. Pehle, Executive Director
War Refugee Board
Washingten, D. O.

Dear Mr. Pehle:

We are heartily in accord with the proposal which has been
made to establish free porte in the United States, where
refugees from Nazi Europe can walt in safety until it be-
comes poseible for them either to return to their homes, or
to settle elsewhere.

Thie ie a highly constructive suggestlion which not only will
make it possible for the United States %o offer refuge to some
of the victims of Nazism, but will also set an example for
other countries. We urgently request that "freeports" ldea
be put into work, and hope that 1t will be poesible to effect
this soon.

Sincerely yours,

/e/ HARRIET 8. ARIES™
Harriet 8. Arles

Director, Chicago Bection
Service to the Forelign Born

H3A:db
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

WAR REFUGEE BOARD
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

OFFICE OF THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

1 B
e P~ JUN 15 194

Dear Mre, Sahud:

Thank you for your telegrams of June 5,
1944, concerning the establishment of temporary havens
in the United States for refugees,

I am sure you will be gled to know of the
President's action in establishing an Emergency ERefugee
Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New Tork, Coples of
hie recent message to Congress, his cablegram to Ambas-
gador Murvhy in Algiers, and hies memorandum of June B,
1944, to the heads of the agenciles concerned in the
execution of the project are enclosed,

Your concern for the fate of refugees and
your interest in the problem of providing places of
asylum for them are greatly appreciated,

Sinceraly yours,

J, W, Pehle
Executive Director

Mrs, Williem H, Sahud,
President,

Nationel Council of Jewlsh Women,
Chicago Section,

Chicago, Illinois,

Enclosures,
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JUN 1 Y

Dear Mre, Sahnd:

Thenk you for your telegrams of Junme 5,
1944, concerning the establishment of temporary havens
in the United States for refugees,

I am sure you will be glead to know of the
President's action in establishing an Emergency Hefugee
Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York, Copies of
his recent message to Congress, his cablegram to Ambas-
eador Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of June B,
1944, to the heads of the agencies concerned in the
execution of the nroject are snclosed,

Your noncern for the fate of refugees and
your interest in the problem of vroviding places of
asylum for them are greatly appreciated,

Sincerely yours,
S

J. W, Pehle
Executive Director

Mrs. ¥illiam E, Sahud,
Fresident,
Nationsl Council of Jewish Vomen,

Chieago Section,

Chiengo, Illinois,

Enclosures,

HBHutchison:agr 6-14-44



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 6, 1944

Respectfully referred to the

jar Refugee LBoard for consideration

and acknowledgment.,

WILLIAY D, HASSETT
Secretary to the President









In reply please

refar toil
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JUN 21 1544

My dear Senmator:

Reference is made to your letter of May 27,
1944, with which you enclosed a letter addressed to
you by Miss Fannie R, Corbin, National Comncil of
Jewish Yomen, Worcester, Massachusetts, concerning

havens for refugees,

1 am enclosing for your files a copy of a
letter which I have today written to Miss Cordin,
advising her of the President's recent action for
the establishment of an Emergency Refugee Shelter at
Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York,

Sinocerely yours,

(84gned) 4.0, Felle

J, W, Pehle
Executive Director

Eonorable Sinclair Weeks, J.r\

e
!

United States Senate.

Enclosure, [O X

¥

KEAEES EBTowleriagr 6-17-44



In reply please
refer to: B8E2 JUN 21 194‘

Dear Miss Corbin:

Since my recent letter to you concerning temporary
havens in the United States for refugees, the President has
taken action for the establishment of an Emergency Refugee
Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York. I am sure you
will be interested in reading the attached copies of the
President's recent message Lo Congress, his cablegram of
June 8, 1944, to Ambassador Robert Marphy, in Algiers, and
his memorandum of the same date to the agency heads concerned
with the execution of the plan,

Let me take this opportunity to thank you again
for the interest whick you have expressed in this matter,

VYery truly yours,

V5% pintle Penle
Executive Director
Miss Fanny R. Corbin, M
_National Council of Jewish Women, o)
Worcester, Massachusetts. , J}"'

co: Senator Weeks. ; e

Enclosures.

M Iﬂ%runp 6/16/44



z In reply pleass
refer to: BE3

My dear Senator:

I bhave your communication of May 27, 1044,
enclosing m letter from Fanny R, Corbinm, concerning
the sstablishmant of t emporary havans for rafuress,

Enolosed for your information is & oory of
our letter to Miss Corbin, As reguested in your com-
mnieation, I am returning Miss Corbin's lettar, a copy

having been retained for our files,
Vory truly yours,

(Bigned) J.W, Pekl®

J. W, Pahle
Executive Director

Honorable Sinelair Waakn,

g
United States Senate, i
AV
y o

Znelosures,




In reply please M 1h
rafer to! 862 ' 1944

Dear Misa Corbin:

Senator Yesks has referred to me your letter
of May 22, 1944, concerning the establishment of temporary
hovens for refugess,

I gm encloaing for your information copies of the
Executive Order establishing the Board, the ¥hite House Press
Releass of the same date, and the Statement on Nasi atrocities

issusd by the President on March 24, 1944,

The duties an! authority of ths Board are defined in
the Order, which declares it to be the poliey of this Government
to take all messures within its power to rescue the victims of

enemy oppression who are in imminent danger of death, and to
afford such victimes all possible relief and assistance consistent

with the successful prosecution of the war,

1 assurs you that the Board is doing everything in 1ts
power to achieve the great humanitarian objectives for which it
was created,

Very truly yours,
{m 4.0, Pehls

Jd, ¥, Pahle
fxecutive Director

Miss Fanny E. Corbinm,
Hptional Council of Jewish ¥omen,
Woreester, Massachusetts.

Enclosures,

M W mmmrmlqr 5-30-44
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Vinited Dlates Denate

May 27, 1944

Respectfully referred to
Mr. John W. Pehle, Director
Tar Refugee Board, Treasury Building

with thanks for such favorable consideration as
the communication herewith submitted warrants,

and for a report thereon, to accompany return

of inclosure.

By direction of

ars e sj_nclm '*Ii‘eekn. U- S. 5-



Warcester Sectlon
BATIOHAL COUNCIL OF JEVISH WOMEN

Worcester, Hossachusetts,

Hey 23, 1944

Senptor Sinclelr Wesls
Eoune of Sennte
Wmahington, U, O,

Danr Sir:

The Worcester Section Vatlonsl Council
of Jewisk Jomen mn oresnlzatien of five hundred
wonen, urge you to sumna=t the Fres Fort Flan
for Hefurees snd ales tn surmort any mensures
which will put thies nlan intn imeedinte operatiarn,

Tharke you for your hele in thin matter,

Yours very truly,

(351) Fanny ®, Corbin

[ 4 Y P
Filing Autharity
o Flgon 3 194

No. Ans. Reog. ——
tnidal —
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OFRCE OF THE

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
In reply please

refer to!

1022

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

WAR REFUGEE BOARD
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

JUN 14 1944

Dear Mre, Happaport:

The President has referred to me your telsgram
of June 6, 1944, concerning the establishment of temporary
havens in the United Statee for refucees,

I am sure you will be gled to know of the Presi-
dent's action in establishing an Emergency Refuzee Shelter
at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York., Copies of his recent
message to Congress, his cablegram to Ambassador Murphy in
Algiers, and his memorandum of June 8, 1944, to the heads
of the agencles concerned in the execution of the project
are enclosed,

Your concern for the fate of refuzees and your
interest in the problem of providing places of asylum for
them are greatly apnreciated,

Sincerely yours,

} W Pebte

J, W, FPehle
Executive Director

Mrs, Louis Rappaport,

President,

Hew Jersey State Conference,
Nationsl Couneil of Jewieh Women,
Elizabeth, New Jersey,

Enclosures,
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In reply pleane
refer to: 1027

Dear Mrs. Eappeport:

The President has referred to me your telegram
of June 6, 1944, concerning the eatablishment of temporary
havens in the United States for refusees,

1 am sure you will be gled to kmow of the Presi-
dent's action in establishing an Emergency Hefugee Shelter
at Tort Ontario, Oswemn, New Tork, Conles of his recent
messagze to Congress, his cablegram to Ambaseador Murphy ia
Algiers, and hie memorandum of June B, 1944, to the heads
of the agencies concermed in the execution of the nroject
are enclosed,

Your concern for the fate of refusees and your
interest iA the problem of providing places of asylum for
them are greatly apnreciated,

Sincerely yours,

Jd, ¥, Pahle
Executive Director

Mrs, Louis Eappaport,

President,

Hew Jersey State Conference,
National Council of Jewish ¥omen,
Eliszabeth, New Jersey,

Enclosures,

v
A
pA L T
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ELIZABETH NJ JUNE 6 1544 215P

THE PRESIDENT
THE WHITE HOUSE
THE NEW JERSEY CONFERENCE NATIONAL"COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN IN CONVENTIN

ASSEMBELED RESPECTFULLY URGES THAT YOU EXERT YOUR GOOD INFLUENCE IN )
BEHALF OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A FIIE’/PEIRT PLAN IN THE UNITED STATES AS
A HAVEN FOR THOUSANDS OF PERSECUTED PEOPLE IN OCCUPIED COUNTRIES.

MRS LOULS RHPPIPGRTI"‘ FI'RESIDEH:I' Hﬁi JERSEY STATE CONFERENCE.



In reply
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please
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JUN 27 1946

Dear lirs. Greenberg:

The President has referred to me your recent letter
concerning the sstablishment of temporary havens in the United
States for refugees.

I am sure you will be glad to know of the President's
action in establishing an Emergency Refugee Shelter at Fort
Ontario, Oswego, New York. Copies of his recent m ssage to
Jongress, his cablegram to Ambassador Murphy in Alglers, and
his memorandum of June 8, 1944, to the heads of the agenclies
concernsd in the execution of the project are enclosed.

Your concern for the fate of refugees and your
{nterest in the problem of providing places of asylum for
them are greatly appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

J. W, Pehle
Executive Director

Wrs. Louis B. Greemberg, Sec'y,.
Trenton Sesction,
¥ational Council of Jewish Women,

Trenton, New Jersey.

Envelope addressed to 32 Laclede Avenue.

Enclowures.

EBTowler:inp 6/23/44
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SOCIAL SERVICE
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TRENTON SECTION Filing Authority {

¢ < To: Files
National @ouncil of Jewish Women 45
HONORARY PRESIDENTS TRENTON. NEW JERSEY H‘u‘ﬂmﬁﬂh
Mes. RosErT WoLre
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MNewell Avenue
Mrs, Harry L, GOODSTEIN
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In reply please JUL 21 4

refer to!

WJ’

1997

Dear Mrs, Sands:

The President has asked me to acknovledge
and thank you for your recent telegram concerning the
plan to give temporary asylum to approximately 1,000
refugees from Burope in the Emergency Refugee Shelter
being established at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New Tork,

I wish also to thank you on behalf of the
War Refugee Board for your support and interest in this
program,

Very truly yours,

m‘ 'n .- Ml'

J. W, Fehle
Executive Director

Mrs, Irving J. Sends,

FPresident,

Brooklyn Sectiém,

National Coumeil of Jewish Women,
202 New York Avenus,

Brooklyn, New York,

EBTowler: 7/20/44



The duijite Zouse
Bashyington

JN 14 3 c2Pi 1044

WwR25 DL

BROOKLYN NY JUN 14 1544 245P
THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE
BROOKLYN SECTIUH\H#TlDHlL COUNCIL OF JEWISH HGHEN,HOULD LIKE You TO
KNOW OfF 1TS DEEP GRATIFICATION IN THE STEPS YOU HAVE TAKEN IN SETTING
yP THE WAR CAMP FOR REFUGEES AT FORT ONTARIO. OUR PAITH IN YOUR
HUMANITARIAN OUTLOOK HAS BEEN REAFFIRMED ONCE AGAIN.

MKS IRVING J SANDS PRESIDENT.
” 0L TW?j s
J
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH W’OMW '-INC. i

1819 BROADWAY NEW YORK 23 - N Y - Filing Authority
To: Files
Ans.
FLoRra . RoTHINBEAG TEn i 78 ! e
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOHR ﬂilﬁ&y
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iy 19, 14 L. #5047

Mr. J. W. P‘l‘

VWar Hefugee Board

Exsoutive Office of the Fresident

Washington 256, D. C.

Dear Mr. Pehlet

I thought you would be interested in seelng ocoples of the

letters I have sent today to President Roosevelt and Secretary

E“ll*
shm-}r i’ourl, N 1
J e
¥re. Joseph M. Welt
NATIONAL PRESIDENT
MGW: CB
Enols.

CONTEMPORART JEwins AFFaing + INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS aMD Pmacn + Spavice 70 FoRmiew BorW - SOCIAL LEGISLATION + SOCIAL WEILFARE a0 Wan AcTiviTizs

MRS. JOSEPH M. WELT MRS. EDGAR MENDERSON
Preaident Detrait, Mich Faurth Vice Prevdind Cincinnasi, O,
MRS, OSCAR 8. MARX MRS. MORTIMER BRENNER
Eirst Vice President Mownt Carmel, 111, Fawnder Recording Secretary  Brookivn, 5. Y.

; = : Sp HANNAH GREENEBAUM SOLOMON ’
MRS, BENJAMIN SPITZER MISS AIMEE STONE

Soconad Vice Previd, rooklym, N, 185581942

i ooy i : : Fimaucial Secretary  Philadeiphia, Fa.
MRS, KARL J. KAUFMANN

Third Vice Prestdent  Pisssburgh, Ta. MRS, HERMAN B. LEVINE

Chairman of FEvecwifve Commiftes Treawrer Wast Englewoad, M. L

e P — —— - -
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July 18, 1944

Hopnorabls Framklin D, Hoosewelt
The White House
Washingtom, D, O,

Birm

The National Counell of Jewlsh "omen wishes %o resord its apprecistion of the werk
begun at Dswege by the War Refuges Soard. We hope that Fort Omtarie will be the
first and perhaps the smallest of several havens to be sstablished in the Unlted
States under the fres port plan for surviving Eurepean refuress.

The Fatiomal Counell of Jewish Women wighes, at the same time, to entreat you %o auwthor-
ige the extensiom of the free port plan as rapldly as possible, for the immediabe
rescue of as mamy as yet oan be saved of the persscuted peoplss of Europs., Our soun-
try, a rich, powerful and humane demoeraey, has pledged its matiomal homer teo de all

in its power to effect the sscaps and temporary settlement of those who remainm aliwe.
The opening of Fort Ontarie to ome thousand refuress is wisible evid-mes that the
Tnited States intends to earry out this pledpe. We trust others of the Tmited Nations
will mooept 1t as sush and will met quickly im a like manmer.

There 1s little time left to prevemt the complete amnihilatiom of the Jews of Europs.
We all know that their exterminatiom is a predetermined sbjeetive of Hitler's Govern-
mont and that more than three million hawve alresdy suffered  ishuman eruelty and
death, Approximstely ome williom Jews remain alive in the Balkans, and omly instamb
evaouation onn save them. This svecuation depends foally om the willingmess of
curselves and the other United Natioms to provide tewmporary shelter.

We msk that the American pscple be made sware, through widespread publicity, that the
freas port plan ls sbeolutely necessary If any of thess doomed refugess are to be
saved; and that this plam in no way departs from national immigratiom polioy. We msk
also that they be teld abowt the haven at Fort Ontarle amd about all plans for imme-
diate sstablishment of similar havems, sdequate in number and oapaoity.

If all Americans are made Tully aware that fallure to ach in time is squivelent te
participation in wholesale murder, there can be no doubt that natiomal opimiom will
demand ilnstant opeming of sufflelent perts of refupe,

{oontineed )




ble Pranklin D. ..osewelt -2 - July 18, 1944

In this wast free country, several millioms of people eould be easily acoommoda ted
for a brief peried, and the Ameriean people would be willing to sceept hundreds of
thousands of refugees, especially sinee they know that these uphappy vietims will
be returned to thelr homelands or resettled as soon as cond!tions permit.

You, as our homored President, have the unique opportunity to swakem our beloved
eountry to a sense of 1its obligation and to execute for all of us, through the War
Refugee Board, a natiomal aet of sublime and snduring importanse. Ye pray that you
may be able to aet in time.

Sineerely yours,

Mrs. Joseph M, Welt
NATTONAL PRESTDERT
W 50



July 18, 1944

The Honmorable Cordell Hull
Beoretary of State
Washington, D. C.

Bir

The Netional Couneil of Jewish Women wishes to record its appreciation of the work
begun at Oswege by the War Refugee Board., We hope that Port Ontario will be the
first and perhaps the smallest of geveral havens to be established in the Taited
States under the free port plan for surviving Buropean refugees.

The Nationsl Council of Jewish Women wishes, at the same time, to entreat you to
authorize the extemsion of the free port plan as rapidly as possible, for the imme-
diate rescue of as meny as yet can be saved of the persecuted peoples of Burope., Our
country, & rieh, powerful and humane demosracy, has pledged its natiomal homer to deo
all in its power to effeet the escape and temporary settlement of those who remain
alive. The opening of Fort Ontarie to ome thousand refugees is visible evidenoe that
the United States intends to earry out this pledge. We trust others of the United
Nations will sceept it as such and will set quickly in a like manner.

There is 1ittle time left to prevent the complete ammnihilation of the Jews of Europe.
Yie all know that their extermination is a predetermined objective of Fitler's Tovern-
ment and that more tham three milliom have already suffered !nmhuman oruelty and death.
Approximstely ome million Jews remain slive in the Balkans, and only instent evacua-
tion osn save them. This evacuation depends finally om the zillingness of ourselves
and the other United Nations to provide temporary shelter.

We ask that the American people be made aware, through widespread publiocity, that

the free port plan is sbsolutely necessary if any of these doomed refugees are to be
saved; and that this plam im no way departs from national immigration policy. We ask
also that they be told about the haven at Fort Omtarie and about all plans for imme=-
diate establiskment of similar havems, sdequate in mmber and capscity.

1f all Americans are made fully sware that failure to aot im time is equiwalent to
participation in wholesale murder, there can be no doubt that matiomal opimiom will
demand instant opeming of suffielent ports of refupe.

(oontinued)



The Honorable Cordell 'ull -2 - July 18, 1944

In this vast free country, several millions of people could be easily accommodated
for a brief period, and the Ameriocan people would be willing te sceept hundreds of
thousands of refugees, especially sinee they kmow that these umhappy vietims will

be returned to their homelands or resettled as soon as conditions permit.

You, as our honored Secretary of State, have the unique opportunity to awaken our
beloved country to a sense of its obligation and to execute for all of us, through
the War Refugee Board, a mational met of sublime and enduring importance. We pray
that you may be able to aet in time.

Bincerely yours,

Mrs. J‘l'n M, Welt
HATIONAL PRESIDENT

MW 56



In reply please "

refer to:

-

UL 26 1944

o

3087

Dear Wrs. Welt:

The President bas referred to me your recent letter
concerning the Emergency Refugee Shelter being established at
Tort Ontario, Oswego, Hew York, to give temporary asylum to
approximately 1,000 refugees who have fled from their homelands
to Southern Italy.

Your support for this program and your interest in
measures for saving the lives of the victims of enemy oppression
are deeply appreciated.

1 assure you that the War Refugee Board is doing every-
thing in its power to rescue these persecuted people and to find
havens of refuge for them where they can remain in safety and be
cared for until they can be returned to their own countries at the
end of the war. In this comnection, I am sure you wili be inter-
ested to know that arrangements have been and are being made to
provide other facilities to care for refugees in areas nearer to
their homelands.

Singerely yours,

(Bignad) J. W. Pohlse

J. ¥. Pahle
Executive Director

Mrs. Joseph M. Welt,

Hational Fresident,

Bational Council of Jewish Women,
1819 Broadway,

Few York 23, New Tork.

%nhinn: inp 7/25/ -H‘ i
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Homorable Franklin D. Rocsevelt T o i
The White House

Washington, D. Ce Vdhensy gl

£

8irs

The National Counmeil of Jewish Women wishes
begun at Oswego by the War Refugee Board. We hope
#irst and perhaps the smallest of ssveral havens to be established in the
States under the free port plan for surviving European refugses.

The National Council of Jewish Women wishes, at the same time,
possible,
rescus of as many as yet can be saved of the psrsecuted peoples of Europes
try, » rich, powerful and humane democrscy, has pledged 1ts
in its power to effect the escape and temporary settlememt
The opening of Fort Ontarle to ope thousand refugees
United States intends to carry out this pledge. We trust
111 mocept it as such and will met quickly in a like mamner,
There is little time left to prevent the
Ve all know that thelr
ment and that more than
death. Approximately ome
evacuation cen save them. This svacuation depends
ourselves and the other United Natloms to provide temporary

three million have slready suffered inhuman
million Jews remain alive im the Balkans,

ghelter.

We ask that the American people be made aware,
free port plan is absolutely necessary if any
gaved; and that this plen in no way departs from naticnal
also that they be told about the

diste establistment of similar havenms, sdequate in mmber and capscity.

STy o e Prewiden

to record its appreciation of the work
that Fort Ontarie will be the
United

to entreat you to author-
for the immediate

Our coun=

pational homor to do =ll
of those who remaim alive.
is visible evidemee that the
others of the United Natloms

complete annihilation of the Jews of Eurcpee.
extermination is a predetermimed objectlve of Hitler's Govern-
cruslty and

and only instant
finally on the willingness of

through widespread publicity, that the
of these doomed refugees are to be

immigration policy. We ask
haven at Fort Ontario and about all plans for imme-

1f all Americens sre made fully aware that failure to mect in time is eguiwvalent to

participation in wholesale murder, there
demand instant opening of sufficient ports of refuge.

(continued )

can be no doubt that mational opimion will
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fhe Homorable Franklim D. nLnnlt -2 - July 18, 1944

In this wast free country, several millions of people could be easily acoommodated
for a brief period, and the Ameriosn people would be willing to accept hundreds of
thousands of refugees, especially sinoe they kmow that these umhappy vietims will
be returned to their homelands or resettled as soon as conditions permit.

You, ss our homored President, have the unigue opportunity to awaken our beloved
country to a semse of its obligation and to execute for all of us, through the War
Refugee Board, & national met of sublime and enduring importance, We pray that you

may be able to st in time.

Sincerely yours,

100 e/

Mrs. Joseph .i. Welt

NATIONAL PEESIETEIT
MCW:SG )
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In reply please
refer to: 686

Dear Mrs. Welt:

Since my reply to your recent telegrams conceraning
temporary havens in the United States for refugees, the
President has taken action for the sstadblishment of an
Emergency Refugee Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York.
I am sure you will be interested in reading the attached
ooples of the President's recent message to Congress, his
oablegram of June 8, 1944, to Ambagsador Robert Murphy, in
Aligers, and his memorandum of the same date to the agency
heads concerned with the execution of the plan,

Let me take this opportunity to thank you again
for the interest whigh you have expressed in this maiter.

Yery truly youre,

J. ¥, Pahle
Exescutive Director

Mrs. Joseph M. Welt,
Hational President,
National Council of Jewish Women,

1615 Broadway,
Wew York 23, Few York.

Enclosures.

FARY 4
W EBTowler:inp 6/21/44
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Loy Ky MAY 17 1944

Dear Mrs. ¥alt:
Thank you for your telegrams of May 9,
1944, to the President and to me, conceraing the
sstablishment of temporary havems for refugees.
Tour imterest is much appreciated.

Yery truly yours,

J, ¥, Pehle
Exseutive Director

Mra, 4 N, Wals,
lﬂhul“.n-“- -

New York 23, Hew Tork,

sh Vomem,

@(bf gkllll«mm:.s.-mnm::- 5-15-44 ")# ok
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 11, 1944

Respectfully referred to
the Fxecutive Director of the
War Refugee Board for prepara-
tion of reply for my signature.

%m
Secretary to the President



73
ur
LW

L

T -~
. 686
-
/ \s - LA e
Filing Author;
Z, To; Fileg v

Ang, S |
y P No. Ans. g '
D LI T IMM -'-'“—c—-_.
bute " O~
WB2° £0 4 EXTRA i

D

NEWYORK NY MAY © 1544 513p [
PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT " 0|
THE WHITE HOUSE ,

WE HEARTILY ENDORSE THE PLAN FOR A FREE' PORT IN THE UNITED Q
STATES AS A MEANS OF SAVING IMMEDIATELY THE LIVES OF INNOCENT 0 |
VICTIMS OF NAZI TERRORISM SUCH ACTION ON THE PART OF THE |
UNITED STATES WOULD PROVE TO THE WORLD THE SINCERITY OF THE O ‘
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT IN ITS PROMISE TO RESCUE AS MANY AS O i
POSSIBLE BY ANY PRACTICAL MEANS OUR COUNTRY BY ACCEPTING THIS ;
e
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NEWYORK NY MAY 9 1944 513P Dute_

JOHN I?EI-I..E. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR WAR REFUGEE BOARD

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
WE HEARTILY ENDORSE THE PLAN FOR A FREE PORT IN THE UNITED
STATES AS A MEANS OF SAVING IMMEDIATELY THE LIVES OF
INNOCENT VICTIMS OF NAZI TERRORISM SUCH ACTION ON THE PART
OF THE UNITED STATES WOULD PROVE TO THE WORLD THE SINCERITY OF
THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT IN ITS PROMISE TO RESCUE AS MANY AS
POSSIBLE BY ANY PRACTICAL MEANS OUR COUNTRY BY ACCEPTING THIS
RESPONSIBILITY WOULD FURNISH AN ENCOURAGING EXAMPLE F.ﬁ
OTHER NATIONS TO FOLLOW

MRS JOSEPH M WELT PRESIDENT  NATIONAL CRUNCIL OF

JEWISH WOMEN 1819 BWAY NY. -
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In reply please

refer to:

930

Dear Hesdames!

The President has referred to me your letter of
May 26, 1944, regarding temporary havens in the United States

for refugees.

Since my reply to your recent lstter toc me concerning
the same matter, the President has taken action for the
establishment of an Emergency Hefugee Shelter at Fort Omtario,
Oswego, New York., I am sure you will be interested in reading
the attached copies of the President's recent message to Congress,
his cablegram of June 8, 1944, to Ambassador Murphy, im Alglers,
and his memorandum of the same date to the agency heads concerned
with the execution of the plan.

Let me take this opportunity to thank you again
fér the interest which you have expressed in this matter.

Very truly yours,

55 N

i -

J., W, Pahle
Executive Director

Mrs. Anne B. Prensky, Fleld Executive
Mra. Jerry Harrilse,

National Council of Jewish Women,

El Paso Section,

El Paso, Texas

Envelope addressed to 824 Mills Bldg.

Enclosures.

EBTowler:inp 6/16/44
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L PASD SECTION uﬁ; ,J’ o "5
eTaa T N @ NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JERI

Na, A
'1!,.;'1.{..-"': Jhaks ¥ '1hd waltblie - n R
PREBIDENT 1#‘; ; ¥Oa ACk: GMEN] Iﬁf#ﬂ; "-—-j' o
MRS, CHARLES LEVY y ' HD Ul summllun Outg S ——
1817 M. MEBA AVE , --"""""""-—-_...... -
s ) Dusianss orivesstdl gy 28, 1044
804 HAGUE 8T

Seaviary o the President
FIELD EXECUTIVE
MAS. ANNE B. PRENSKY
B4 MILLES BUILDING

Mr., Franklin Delano Roosevelt

President of the United States of America
The White House

Weashington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

The El Paso Section of the National Council of Jewish
Women wish to go on record endorsing the plan for e 'free
port' in the United States, to serve as an emergency refuge
for war viotims until concrete plans for their rehabilita-
tion may be out l%ined.

Very sincerely yours,
Mrs. Anne B. nsky, Field Executive
Service to the Forelgn Born

Mrs. Jerry Harris,
Member of the National Committee
Service to the Forelign Born



In reply pleaze
rafer tot B63

JUN 7 1944

Daar Hesdames:

Thank you for your letter of May 36, 1944,
concerning the estmblishment of temporary havens for
refusees,

The intersst of your organization in this
problem is appreciated,

Very truly yrurs,

¥, Pelle

J, W, Pehle
Exscutive Director

Mrs. Anne B, Frensky,
Mrs, Jerry Harris,
of Jevish Women,

El Paso Section,
El Faso, Texas,

g&?‘ W“t chisoniagr 6-5-44 i
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May <6, 1944

Mr. John W. Pehle
Executive Director of War Refugee Board
Washlngton, D.C.

Dear Mr. Pehle:

The El Faso Section of the National Councll of
Jewlsh Women wish to go on record endorsing the
plan for a 'free‘port' in the Unlted States, to
gerve as an emergency refuge for war victlme
until conecrete planse for their rehabllitatlon

may be out lined.

Very sincerely yours,

/8/ Mrs. Anne B. Prensky'
/8/ Mrs. Jerry Harris.

Mrs. Anne B. Prensky, Fleld Executive
Service to the Foreign Born

Mre. Jerry Harris-
Member of National Committee
Service to the Forelgn Eorn
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In reply please
_refer to: 1110

Dear Mr, Delman?

President Hoosevelt has referred to me your
letter of June 1, 1944, enclosing a resolution concern-
ing the establishment of temporary havens in the United
States for refucees,.

I am sure you will be glad to kmow of the Presi-
dent's action in establishing an Emergency Refugee Shelter
at Fort Ontario, Osvego, New York, Copies of his recent
message to Congress, his cablegram to Ambassador Murphy in
Algiers, and his memorandum of June 8, 1944, to the heads
of the agencles concernsd in the sxecution of the project
are enclosed.

Tour concern for the fate of refugees and your
interest in the problem of providing places of asylum for
them are greatly aprreciated.

Sincerely yours,

J, ¥, Pehle
Executive Director

Mr, J, David Delman,

Fresident,

Hational Council of Young Israel,
200 West 40th Street, =

New Tork, New Tork,

Enclesures,

'
gﬁ‘ %ﬂtﬂﬂlﬂllm 6-15-44
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF YOUNG ISRAEL wee ————
Filing Authority

\. 200 WEST 40w STREET ra.. Flh

HEW YORR CITY -
‘“ - —————————

W A fadn i
Infiial

4. AVID DELMAN h"-—-"'—"-_"'

ERERIDENT

June 1, 1944

:I__..__ g R n-'_'l-'[‘un.l

iy i
R T TR g
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_M_-.._‘_'. u 4
Hon. Franklin D.Rocsevelt P /
White House © e Prome..

Washington, D.C.
Dear Nr. Fresident:

I was deeply gratified to learn that the War Refugee Eoard which
you recently appointed for the purpose of investigating ismediate
steps for the resoue of refugees from war-torn Europe, is consider=
ing & project of eatablishlng free ports in the United States for
those refugees who can yet be snatched from Tiltler's clutches.

I beg to inform you that at a meoting of the National Council on
¥ay 22, at w'ich were present the repressntatives of our 50,000
members throughout the United States, the enclosed resclution was
adopted.

I earnestly hope that you will use your good offices to the end
that this splemdid plan be encouraged and ultimately implemented.
It would be superflucus to tell you how many llves could thus be
saved.

With all good wishes for your continued good health and happiness,
I am

Sincerely yours,

=g,

me?"?‘: g
JOD:FW J« DAVID DEIJHf/ i
Ene. |  Fresident
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ﬁESULIITIOh ON THE ka“ “SED ESTABLISHMENT OF FREE FORT® ™ THE
A a GR EES F'mi'ﬁ'm-'ﬁ'ﬂ"ﬁum.m.. m

L AT A R
ON J.NDAY EWL?. G, 'ﬁfﬁ' 22, 1514.

WHEREAS public announcement has been made of the unnsidarltinn by the

President 's var Refugee Eoard of the establishment of & refugee rescue camp

B L

or free pﬂrt in the Unit-d States in whioh refugees would be given a haven
for the duration, and

WHLREAS the establishment of such free port would provide the means for
saving thousands of lives at no expense or burden to the United States,

inasmuch as such refugees would be self-supporting dur ing their sojourn in

the free ports,

hE IT IE&?L?ED that the Hational Council of Young Israel memorialize
the irihtdint nf?;ha United States and members of Congress, expressing the
uppruvullgf the National Council of Young Israel for the establishment of
free pnrtlfin t u*ﬂnitcd States, and urging the materialization of this
project at the eﬂriiunt possible moment in order that the greatest possible

number of refugees may be rescued.



In reply please MAY 25 "‘#‘4
refer to1 T13

Dear Mr, Fattom!

Your letter of May 17, 1944, to the Fresi-
dent, concerning the sstatlishment of temporary havens
for refugess, has been referred to me,

Your intersst in this problem is much appre-

Yery truly yours,

Rignad) J. W. Pahls

J. ¥, Pehle
Executive Director

MNr. James G, Patton,
President,

National Farmer's Umiom,
430 Wunsey Fuilding,
“ashington, D, C.

-'-_rl.-;..':llﬁ % I'__ .
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NATIONAL FARMERS' UNION :‘ﬂ;_.___
h ! —
430 Munsey Bldg.
Na. 9750
May 12, 194l

The Honorable

Franklin U. Roosevelt
Precsident of the United States
The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr, President:

1 have been raaﬂing with much interest the recent
editorials in support of the United States -utahliuhing
"free ports" for the refugees of war-torn Europe. It is
my sincere hope, Nr, President, that you are giving seri- .
oug consideration to the Tﬂlaihilitial of such a step and -
that soon "free ports" will be a reality. o -

@

b ¥

With millions of human huings destitute, homeless
and hunted like wild beasts due to the fiendish crualt%
of our enemy, Adolph Hitler, responsibility is ¥laﬂld n
this nation to act if we would by deed sunport the prins
ciples for which our youth fight. :

I am confident, Mr, President, that if the American -
citizens were acquainted with the true facts of Nazi per-
secutions, they would cry out with one voice, asking that
this country point the way in this proposed humanitarian
task of providing temporary havens for European refugees.

Sincerely yours,
(eigned) jil Patton’

ameg G. Patton, President
National Farmers Union

Chauncey (for the Secy.), DubBois, Hodel, Lesser, Friedman,
Luxfurdf E.M.Bernstein, Gaston, Abrahamson, Laughlin, Mann.



In reply please
refer to: 976

~

Dear Kre. Hartmannt

Thank you for your letter of June 5, 1944,
concerning the estrblishment of temporary havene in
the United States for refugees,

I am sure you will be glad to know of the
President's action in establishing an Emergency Refugee
Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New Yori, Coples of
his recent message to Congress, his cablegram t-o Amuas-
sador Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of June 8,
1944, to the heads of the agencies concerned in the
execution of the project are enclosed,

Your concern for the Tate of refugess and your
interest in the problem of providing places of asylum
for them are greatly apnreciated,

Sincerely yours,

J. W, Pehle
Executive Director

Mre, Hupo Hartmann,
President,

The Hatio Federation of
Teaple Sisternaods,

Merchants Buildine,

Cincinnati, 2, Ohio,

Enclosures,

W f% RBHutchisonagr 6-13-44
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THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF 3m,-ﬂ Siste 4

@ Office of the President: MRS, HUGO HARTMANN

MERCHANTS BUILDING

| 915

W.R B

To: Files
Ans. __

Ne. Ans. /0. .

CINCINNATI, OHIO

Iniial _ .

Filing Authority

June 5, 1914

BA | -
Ireasury Bldg.

SiLl L_".'., D.C,
De=r Mr, Pehle:

berslf of the Nationsl Federatlon of Temple Sister-
o , an crganization of 55,000 American Jevish women

read throurhout the entira country, I respect 1ly
urce upon you and cll our ofiieizls tu immedizste cs-
tabll ent of free’ports in wiich persecuted Je.s amnd
thor vietims of Hationasl Soei.list discrimination will
be saved s iilhilation, Tils request is made not

ly for tue suxe of those to be helpec, but alsec for
the vl name of our own country with its long tradition
of ofiering n.oven to the op ressed &s well as in the
name rumanity itself,

Resp -_.-_r_:_‘.:f ully yours,

Fresident

Dictated June 2.
Trunseribed June 5,

6 CcOUNTRIES + 385 SISTERHOODS - 60,000 MEMBERS
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THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF jmp,l Ststerhoods

@ Office of the President: MRS, HUGO HARTMANN

MERCHANTS BUILDING * CINCINNATI, OHIO

June 5, 194

EEEMRCTE ALY WL
YOR mm.~.wlp
J 1D QUNEIDERA NUN

President Fronklin D. Roosevelt - i
The White House Wowies “"M
Washington, D.C. Svarviry ® e Predent

Desr Mr, President:

On bahzlf of the Nationel Federation of Temple Sister-
loods, an orgenlzition of 55,000 American Jewlsu vomen
spread throurhout the entire country, I respectfully
urge upon you and =ll our officizls thie immadiate es-
tablisnment of free'port 1 wiieh persecuted Jews and
other victims of National Socialist diserimination will
be saved from anniiiilation, Tids request is mude not
only for tue sake of trose to be ..clped, but :zlso for
the good nmame of our own couniry ith its long traditlion
of offering « u=ven to tie orpressed zs well =s in the
pame of hamanity 1ltseli.,

Respectfully yours
s 2 e B ’
L?MJ_‘M# M"[:{“W
Tesident
REKGH: EC

Dictated June 2,
Transeribed June 5,

6 COUNTRIES - 385 SISTERHOODS : 60,000 MEMBERS



L

WBl4 26
WILMINGTON DEL MAY 26 1944 1206P
HON FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT =

THE WHITE HOUSE
RESPECTFULLY URGE SYMPATHETIC CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL BE
GIVEN TO FREE” PORT ENTRY FOR HUMAN BEINGS SEEKING TO PRESERVE
THETR LIVES UNTIL THERk PROBLEM CAN BE ADJUSTED

NATL’JEWISH WORKERS ALLJANCE LADIES CLUB.
1240P

.}Lq‘,_‘.l‘-m
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In reply please
refer to: 1452

Dear Mr, Btewart:

The Fresident has referred to me your recent letter
concerning the Emergency Refuges Shelter being established at
Tort Ontario, Oswego, New York, to give temporary asylum to
aprroximately 1,000 refugees who have fled from their homelands
to Southern Italy.

Detaile of the plan were outlined by the Fresidemt in
his message to Congress on June 12, his cablegram to Ambassador
Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum to the agency heads con-
cerned with the execution of the project., OUoples of these docu-
ments are enclosed as a matter of interest to you.

I assure you that the War Refugee Board is doing every-
thing in its power to rescues the victims of enemy persecution and
to find havens of refuge for them where they can remain in safety
and be cared for until they can be returned to their own countries
at the end of the war., In this connection, I am sure you will be
interested to know that arrangements have been and are being made
to provide other facilities to care for refugees in areas nearer
to their homelands,

Very truly yours,

(S1smed) 4, ¥. Pehle

J, W, Pahle
Exscutive Pirector

Nr. Charles Howard Stpwart,
Executive Director,
_National Patriotic League,
210 Bast Narket Stveet,
Akron, Ohio,

Enclosures,

w 8 EBTowler: 7/20/44
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“, NATIONAL PATRIOTIC LEAGUE"

v {)‘ ORGANIZED TO PROMOTE NATIONAL UNITY AND COMMUNITY ACTION IN wd¥. K. B. =

DEFENCE OF THE UNITED STATES, THE WELFARE OF IT8 CITIZENS. : :
AND THE PRESERVATION OF THE AMERICAN WAY OF LIFE Filing J‘l"tﬁﬂﬂff

OHIC DISTRICT OFFICE To: Files
oIy FAST MARKET STREFT ‘,h *
AKRON, OHIO W R R a Ane. RFQ'. -
CHARLES HOWARDSTEWART g | TUNRE (T e ) ) TELEPHOMNE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR } q Atrthn.. T
June 14,1844 R :
I"I.
F L A . e -
Dute..... . - -
To the President -
The White House Re Refugee Camps.
Washington, D.C.
Sir:

Delegates of this organization have authorized me
to write stating our members heartily approve your effort to save the
innocent victims of the Nazi regime in Furope.

You will have our loyal support in any measures
you may suggest for the shelter and sustenance of these sufferers.
Our suggestion is at least 10 camps be established in suitable inland
locations. These camps will bring to the people of the United States
a plcture of Hitler's savagery that could be presented in no other way.

They will impress our men and women in industry,

and cause them to work more earnestly to hasten the day of Victory.
Anything we can do to further this work in ﬂhiﬁ,plutaa command .

Respectfully yours

s/M



Ia reply pleass
refer tol 776 : _ m

Dear Miss Evana:

Thank you for your letters of May 18, 1944,
to the Fresident »nd to me, conocerning the sstablish-
ment of temporary havens for refugees,

Your interest in this problem is appreciated.

Very truly yours,

J, W, FPehle
Exscutive Uirector

Hiss Jane Zvans,

LZxecutive Uirector,
JNagional Peace Conference,
8 ¥est Fortieth Street,
Hew Tork 18, New York,

Enr fBHmntuhilnnlur 53344 W —
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NATIONAL PEACE CONFERENCE . 775 7
8 West Fortieth Street, New York 18, N. Y.
Telephone: CHickering 4-6236 , o p b—

Filing Authority

JANE EVANS To: Files &' - . R
Executivindirector. . —
No. Ans. Req e
Initial —

Date

May 18, 1944

Mr. John W. Pehle
Director of the War Refugee Board
Treasury Bullding
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. FPehle:

It is my privilege to inform you that at
a meeting of the National Peace Conference held in
New York City Monday, May 15, 1944, the Conferees
present and voting unanimously dauinrud themselves
in favor of the immudi?tu establishment withlin the
United States of "Free'Ports" as temporary havens of
refuge for refugees until such time as they can be
permanently relocated.

The writer was ordered to transmit word
of this action to the President of the Unlted States
and to the Secretary of State, in the hope that
through your good offices this necessary humane step
will be taken at once.

' Falthfully yours,
/8/ Jane Evans’

Executive Director

JE:L



Swpering Commiiten

WALTER W', VAN KIRK,
Flawarary Prevides

JORM PALL JONES, Frosdoar
RICHARD R, w000, Fier Prendes
MRS, BARRISON THOMAS, Trodnsree
G & BARKER
EDWARD €, BOYHTON
I HEMEY CARPENTER
COROTHY DETXER
MRS, DOROTHY GROELING
PENNENGTON HAILE
EMILY MICKMAN
MAS. WALTER JACOHS
MHES, BESTHER HOLMES JONES
MM HOWLAND LATHROP

NATIUNAL PEACE CONFE..2NCE

176

w.- Eﬂ B!———-'_'
Filing Authority
To: Files

Ans E5dis8

jane el 03, (109 —
Pty Piceee

Dale ————

8 West Fortieth Street, New York 18, N. Y.
Talophone: CHickering 4-6236

May 18, ladd

PRSUECTH ULLY ATTLARL
s A L TR |
P CLAMDENR TN

TR e s |

S e Freskdesl

The Honoreble Franklin D. Rcosevelt ™

ELINOR FUKVES The White Hcuse
HELLN RAEBECK Fashington, D.C.
OEWALD GARRESON VILLARD

Deur Mr. President:

It is my privilege tc inform you that at
meeting of the Hatlonal Pesce Cenference held in
Mew York City Monday, May 15, 1844, the Conferees
Church Pasos Linisn resent and voting unamimcusly declared themselves
Commimics on World Pesce of the Mo §n favor of the immediate es ishment witoin the
Cousil e Sexig] Acsion of the Congngs- nited States of "Free Portp" as temporary havens of
u.....":i":‘.‘f.l.'.'."m e wi Tefuge for refugees until such time as they can be
Goedwill of whe Fedemal w pnrunmtlr relceatead.

Cuinegh Endowmamt fot Laisrnaiions] Puic,
Caihalic fec Latereanican! Pesce

Cenizal Conlospmsn of American Rablsa

Churches
Uepastmsime ol Socisl mmm ;
hn—m@-u"ﬂ:& The writer was ordered tc transmit werd
i e e e of tais sction to the =ecretary of State and %o
Vorsgn Py Asciaion (Comiotiv) . gonn %, Pehle, Director of the War Refugee Beard,
A L in the hope that through your geod cffices this
¥

necessary humsne step will be tacen at cnce.

Faithiully yours,
Jons Gems=

Haienal Cowncil of the ¥.W.C.A. Executive Directar

Haional Es che Wiemiain
pr=tiy e g

Hentioaad Pederation of Temple Shiczhoody

Hmioa] Soadess Fedoration

Matignal Woman's Clehcies  Tempezanie JEiL

Matiosal  Women's Coslenncs  of  ihe
American Eihical Unson

Pmtionsl Womsen's of ihe Uniigd
Sreagogee of

The Natiosal Prase Comperence, compored of reprevemiatives from pach of it sasiomal affilistes a0 well ar commERiy
and itaie gronps of wwmilee iedereits, it Hhe woir inclusive agency in sbe Uwited States Jor the exchange of idear o fwierns
rional relations and woeld onder. The presess major ewmpbasii of the Cosf i on problemi of rbe —at




In reply pleans
refer to: @606

Dear Mr, Hossnwaldl

Thank you for your latter of Aptil 36,
1944, eoncerning the possibility of establishing
temporary havens of refuge in this commiry.

Tour interest is mush appreciated,

Yery truly yours,

J. i, Pehle
Edeoutive Direstor

Mr, Willism Rosenwald,

ee, Inec.,
139 re B4reet,
New Tork 13, New Tork,
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Natlonal Refugee Service, Ina. W.R. 8.
138 Centre Street Filing Autharity
New York 13, M. X. To: Fifes /
Mr. John W, Pehle, Executive Director e
War Refugee Board Date

Washington 256, D. C.
Dear Hr. Peshle:

We of Hatlonal Refugee Service read with tremendous
satisfactlion your courageous etatement which may lead to the
establishment of places of temporary refuge in this country.

We hail this a8 & great humanitarlan geature which,
if put into effect, will not only save the thousands of lives
of those brought here, but will &lso serve &s& an insplratlion
and example to other nations and will therefore save countless
more lives.

Balleving as we do in your program and efforts, we
would be less than frank if we did not point out some of the
difficulties which may arlse, and some of the waye in which
our egency, with its years of experlence in preventing the
influx of refugeee from becoming & public problem, may cooperate
with you in keeping to & minimum these difficultlies and such
eriticisms as they may provoke.

Since our earlier conference with you we have
viaited approximately twelve of the largest communities in
the Emst, Middle West and Far West. We have learned that in order
to avold critical attitudes mnd possible repercussions which
might endanger the smooth cperation of the program, lonterpre=-
tation and explanation are essehtial. Interpretatlon la
nesded @as to why group care is the only method of saving sub-
atantial numbers of people -- what would the natures of Buch
havens of refuge be -- why is 1t necessary to use group or
congregate facllities - whers are such places likely to be
located -- under what ausplces would they be cperated -- lis
there any sssurence that other countries will sstablish simllar
programs. Such places are certain to shelter relatlves and
friendes of citizens and refugees already in the United Statea,
Emotlonal ties of such people would make 1t essential that
they have an understanding of the entire program.

We belleve that National Refugee Bervice, the largest
refuges organlzation in the United States, can be of major
assistance in many ways. Even before the fctual complatlion
of plans we can, through our committees in all parts of the




Mr. John W. Pehle -2=- April 26, 1944

United Statee, and with the ald of other cooperating
sectarian and non-sectarian organizations, help to provide
the necessary interpretation and understanding. We can
provide the social work service to sct &8 an intermedliary
between persons whom you bring across and relatives and
friends throughout the country. It will be essential to
deal with the fears, insecurities and problemes of such
people. We believe our experience dealing with thousands
of similar refugees would enable us to be of service to
these people. We will undoubtedly be aoble to provide the
many speclal needs which may be required to a&djust people
more adequately to group life -- or to help to secure
these needs.

In these and many other ways Natlonal Refugee
Service, with its many sctivities, can help to lnsure the
success of the program.

We have already written that we etand ready to
make available our years of experience in refugee work and
to provide euch aid as may be required, within the limits
of our resources, for all refugees whom the War Refugee
Board is able to bring to the United States.

Sincerely yours,
/8/ William Rosenwald
William Rosenwald~
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In reply please
refer to: 11886

Dear Mrs, Napumburg:

Thank you for your letter of June 12, 1944,
concerning the establishment of temporary havens in
the United States for refugees.

I am sure you will be glad to know of the
President's action in establishing an Emergency Refugee
Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York., Coplies of
his recent message to Congress, his cablegram to Ambas-
sador Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of June 8,
1944, to the heads of the agencles concerned in the
execution of the project are enclosed,

Your eoncern for the fate of refugees and
your intereet in the problem of providing pleces of
asyium for them are greatly appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

J, W, Pahle
Exeocutive Director

Mrs, Alfred Naumburg,
114 Bast B4th Street
New York 28, New Tork.

Enclosures,

W\ v ﬁ‘\ RBHutchisoniagr 6-17-44
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ln renly please:

refer to: 3087 JUL 26 1944

Dgar Mr, Neiman!

The President hae referred to me your letter
of July 21, 1944, concerning the establishment of temmo-
rary havens in the United Stotes for refusees,

I am sure you will be glad to know of the
Fresident's action in establishing an Emergency Refugee
Shelter at Fort Ontarioc, Oswego, New York., Coples of
Ri:s recent messaze to Congrews, his cablegram to Ambas-
sador Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of June B,
1944, to the hesde of the agencles concerned with the
execntion of the project are enclosed.

Your concern for the fate of refugees and your
{nterest in the problem of providing nlaces of asylum for
them are greatly apnreciated,

Sincerely yours,

(Bigned) J. W. Pohle

J, W, Pehls
Executive Director

Mr, 5, Nelman,
217 Jericho Turnplke,
Floral Fark, New York.

knclosures,

%utnhiunlur 7-26-44 W‘—"'






In reply please
refer toi 944

Dear Mr, Nemsoff:

Thank you for your regent letters to the President
and to me concerning the establishment of temporary havens
in the United States for refugees.

I am sure you will be glad to kmow of the President's
sction in establishing an Emergency Befugee Shelter at Fort
Ontario, Oswego, New York. Ooples of his recent message %o
Congress, his cablagram to Ambassador Murphy in Alglers, and
his memorandum of June 8, 1944 to the heads of the agencies
concerned in the execution of the project are enclosed.

Your concern for the fate of refugees and your
interest in the problem of providing places of asylum for
them are greatly appreciated.

Sinoerely yours,

LT
L 1

J. ¥, Pehle
Executive Director

Mr. Samusl A. Nemsoff,
19 Beaconsfield Road,
Brookline, Massachusetts.

Englosures.

W “EBTowleriinp 6/15/44
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19 Beaconsfield Road
Brookline, Massachusetts
June €, 1944

War Refugee Board
Washington D. C.

Cear Mr. Pehle:

Realizing the desperate situation of
refugees from European countriea and the
necessity for finding a haven of refuge for
these people, I desire to record myself in
favor of leglslation for the establishment
of "free' ports" in the United States.

Respectfully yours,

el
SAMUEL A4 NEMZOFF*

SAN/res

-~

- 944

W.R 8
Filing

To: Files
Ans
No. Ans. Req. i,
Initial I
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Filing Authority
SESHIECTTILY EFTRRET To: Files
A\ O AChine: & E Ans.
"n CUNSIDERA LN No Ans. Req. — .
N TS / | Inivial
e P i
acreimy W e rresident Jﬁﬂl
19 Beaconsfield Road ,f
Brookline, Massachusetts
June 6, 1944

Preasident Franklin D. Hoosevelt
White House
Washington D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

Realizing the desperate situation of
refugees from European countries and the
necessity for finding a haven of refuge for
these people, I desire to record myself in
favor of leglslation for the establishment
of "free ' ports" in the United States.

Kespectfully yours,

SAMUEL A. NEMZOFF

SAN/rcs



In reply please
refer to: 2044 JUL 6 m

Dear Mr, Neuburg:

The President has referred to me your letter of
June 22, 1944, with regpect to Senate Regolution 207
concerning the matter of providing temporary asylum in
this country for refugees.

I am sure that you were glad to see the acocounts
of the President's recent action for the establishment of an
Emergency Refugee Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York.
I am enclosing as & matter of interest to you coples of his
megsage to Congress on June 12, 1944, his cablegram to
Ambagsador Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum to the agency
heads concerned with the execution of the plan.

Tour interest in measures for saving the lives of
the victims of rnemy persscution is apnreclated.

Sincerely yours,

J. W, Pahle
Executive Director

Mr. Alfred Neuburg,
Heuburg Sales Service,
103 Park Avenues,

liew TYork 17, Wew York,

Enclosures.

wv EBTowler:inp 6/29444
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ROCHESTER, M. ¥.

Juou: MUrmray HiLe JF2773 400 DAVIS STREET

W\‘ Y,
o W

NEUBURG SALES SERVICE Filing Authority
103 PARK AVENUE T,g; ijj

NEW YORK 17 Ans.

Ne Ans. RWI
Initial

Date

June 22, 194l

President Franklin U. Roosevelt
White House
Washington, U.C.

My dear Mr. President:
ey I urge your favorable interest and prompt
actiom on Semate resolution #297, introduced by
Sepator Gillette of lowa, to help salvage some of the
Jews that are left in Europe? S
Thank you very much.

Respeotfully yours,

. Cpt ik,



IO

In reply plense
refer to! 2039 JUL 6 1944

Dear Miss Beuburg!

The President has referrsd to me your letter of
June 32, 1944, with respect to Senate Reselution 2397
concerning the maiter of providing temporary ssylum in
this country for refugeess.

1 am gure that you were glad to ses the agcounts
of the President's recent sction for the sstablishment of an
Emergency Refugee Shalter at Fort Onmtario, Owwege, Hew Tork.
I am snclosing as & matter of intersst to you coples of his
message to Congress on Juns 1B, 1944, his oablagram %o
Ambassador Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum %o the agency
hesds concerned with the exeecutien of the plan.

Your interest in meagures for saving the lives of
the victims of snemy persesution is apprecimbed.

Sincerely yours,

4. ¥, Pehls
Exscutive Director

Migs Ethel Barnett Neuburg,
112 Esst 19th Street,
Bew York, Bew Tork.

LZnglogures.

WV’ EBTowlertinp 6/30/44
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June 22, 1944

President Frankiin Ue Roosevelt
white House
Washington, Y.C.

My dear Mre President:

May 1 urge your favorable interest and
| prompt action on Senate resolution #297, intro=-
, duced by Senator Giilette of Iowa, to help salvage
. some of the Jews that are left in kurope?
Thank you very muche
Respectiully yours,

55%/

EBN/I1n Ethel Barmett Neuburg
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In reply please
refer to: 691

Dear Mr. Gotteaman:

Sinoe my reply to your recent letters concerning
temporary havens in the United States for refugees, the
President has taken action for the establishment of an
Emsrgency Refugee Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New
York. I am sure you will be interested in reading the
attached copies of the President's recent message to
Congress, his cablegram of June 8, 1944, to Ambassador
Robert Murphy im Algiers, and his memorandum of the
same date to the agency heads concerned with the exeou-
tion of the plan.

Let me take this opportunity to thank you again
for the interest w hich you have expressed in this matter.

Very truly yours,

$lgned) 4. W, k¢

J. W. Pehle
Exeoutive Director

Mr. BEdmond Gottesman,
Seoretary-Treasurer,
_Mew York Joint Board
of Neckwear Workers,
7 Bast 15th Street,
New York, New York.

Enolosures:

Bnfowler:db 6/16/44
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Dear Mr, Cottesman:

Thenk you for your letters of May 11, 1944,
to the Fresident and to me, concerning the sstablishment
of temporary haveas for refugess,

Tour interest is much appreciated,

Very truly yours,

J, ¥, Pehle
Exscutive DMrector

Mr, Edmond Gottesman,
Secretary-Treasurer,

Warkers,

7 East 15th Sireet,
Bow Tork, New York,

W‘ %tm-unllp 5-19-44 I —
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NEW YORK JOINT BOARI

OF NECKWEAH WURKERS

s .,._4

.I':r.f'“‘ ."r-
7 Eaet 15th Street (L S g
ﬂu.'.'a
New York, N. Y. BT
May 11, 1944

Mr. John W. Penle
Director, War Refugee Board
Washington, D. C.

Dear 8ir:

#e bave learned that the War Refupee Board has
under serious consideration a plan to establish "free
ports" in the United States, where refugees from
Hitleriem can find ehelter until they are settled in
permanent homes., The nroposal has been endorsed by
leading newsparers throughout the country.

We consider the estzblishment of "free ports")
which woitlé pive innocent victims of the raging halocaust,
the privilege we now eccord Axie nrisoners, & moet
oractical and feasible one,

The plan would not only provide temporary human
"free nort" zonesg, and safe refupge, and thereby save
the lives of innocent peonle fortunate to escape the
claws of the Gestapo, but would aleso demonstrate most
dramatically to the whole world the dogged determination
of the American government and the American peonle to
snarihnu effort in saving as many of the sufferers as
nogeible,

Moreover, we believe that the adontion and the
effectuation of the plan will help stay the brutal Nazi
hand and will further encourage the ever-growing
resistance to German barbarism.

The plan has our wholehearted suprvort and we respect-
fully urge its immediate adoption.
Yours very truly

(signed) Edmond Gottesman’
Secretary-Treseurer
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7 East 15th Street —

May 11, 19ui

Fresident Franklin D. Roocsevelt”
#hite House
washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

We have learned that the War Refugee Board has under
gerious consideration & plan to establish "free norts"
in the United States, where refugees from nitlerism can
find shelter until they ere settled in nermanent homes.
The proonsal has been endorsed by leading newsnapers
throughont the country.

#e consider tne establishment of "free porte€," which
would pive innocent victims of tne mging halocaust, the
privilege we now accord Axis onrisonere, A most practical
and feasiole one.

The nlan would not only provide temnorary human "free
aort" zones, and esafe refuge, and thereby save the lives
of innocent neonle fortunate to escape the clays of the
Gestapo, but would also demonstrate most dramatically to
the whole world the dogped cetermination of tne American
government and the American people to gpare no effort in
gaving es many of the sufferers as nossible.

Moreover, we believe that the adoption and the
effectustion of the plan will help stay the brutal Nazi
hand and will further encourage the ever-growing re-
sistance to German barbarism.

The nlan has our wholehearted gunnort and we resvect-
fully urge its imnmediate adontion.

Yours very truly,
(eigned) Edmond Gottesman’

Edmond Gottesman
Secretary-Treasurer



In reply please

refer to:

JuL 24 194

Dear Nre. Simonson:

The President has referred to me your recent letter
concerning the Emergency Refugee Shelter being established et
Fort Ontario, Uswego, New York, to give temporary asylum to
approximately 1,000 refugees who have fled from thelr homelands
to Southern Italy.

Detalls of the plan were ocutlined by the President in
his message to Congress on June 12, his eablegram to Ambassador
Murphy in Alglers, and his memorandum to the agency heads con-
cerned with the execution of the project. COoples of these docu-
ments Are enclosed as & matter of interest to you.

I assure you that the War Refuges Board is doing every-
thing in its power to rescue the victims of enemy persecution and
to find havens of refuge for them where they can remain in safety
and be cared for until they can be returned to their own countries
at the end of the war. In this connection, I am sure you will be
interested to imow that arrangements have been and are belng made
to provide other facilities to care for refugees in areas nearer
to their homelands,

Sincerely yours,

fR%ennd) F, 7. Della

J. ¥, Pehle
Exscutive Director

Mrs. Rebecca C. Simonsen,

Fresident,

The Sew York Teachers Ouild.

Local Fo., 2, American Federation of Teachers,
Two East Twenty-Third Street,

New York, New York.

Enclosures.

@Hm“hruup 7/20/ 44 ol —
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JOHN L. CHILDS
ELIZABETH DANIN

LESLIE C. BCHWARTI
ELIZABETH EHERIDAN
Wice-Frealdants

MAX ROBENHAUS
Treasurer

CHARLES SALEKIND
Aanlelant

CLARAN. GLUCK
Becretary

lﬂz vew vou. TEACHERS GUILD .

LOCAL NO. 2, AMERICAN FEDERATIONO® ARNTHERS
TWO EAST TWENTY-THIRD STREET « GRamencr 7.

. §if&% yorx cry | '

Na Ans. Req.

Initial
Date

June 21, 1944

Fregldent Franklin D. Roosevelt
The Wyite House
Washington, D. C.

Dear !'r. Presldent

The Delegzte Assembly of the New York Teachers CGulld,
Local #2, American Federation of Teachers, Americsn
Federation of Labor, at 1ts meeting today unanimously
endorsed the following resolution:

Thereas:

¥1llions of Jewz snd Anti-Fasclsts alrecdy have
been put to death by the bloodstalned Nazi tyranny of
death while the few who survive in Axie Europe live
dally in te cshadow of death, doomed to extinection un-
less the democratic world acts.

Therean!

The Mazl occupation of the Balkans now menaces
the Jews and other opponents of Hitler who are trapped
in Hungary and Roumania.

Thereas:

Actlion, Vigorous, sustalned, and commensurate with
the pravity and urpency of the sltuntion, muet be under-
taken to rescue those who may yet be saved.

Therefore:

¥We, the Teachers Guild, Local #2 of the A. F, of T,
commend the Prerident of the United Atates for hies action
in cresting a "free port" for refurees at Fort Ontario,
"th

We recpectfully address a most earnest apreal to
the President to use hils pood offices to effect the estab-

" lishment of other such sanctuaries for refureés in this

Aftliated with American P\ of Yok Biale Pederail Contral Tradus
Laber Cousel, Neirepeiion Donnetl of LT Losis, Tolat Cromtune o Fos Conival Trafes end
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oY TEACHEKS GUILD

ELELCCA O EIMOMSON
Preaidsal

JOHN L, CHILDS
ELIZABETH DANIN
LESLEE ©. BCHWARTE
ELIZABETN SMERIDAN
Vica-Fragidents

MAX BROSENNAUS
Trearutel

CHARLES SALEIND
Treauures

CLARAN. GLUCE
Hecralary

LOCAL NO. 2, AMERICAN FEDERATION OF TEACHERS
TWO EAST TWENTY-THIRD STREET - GRamency 7-6282 « NEW YORK CITY

Pare two President Franklin D. Boorevelt

country, and in other countries, nnd thus proclaim to
the world the right of ssylum for those who can escape
the Hitlerite fury.

Respectfully

HL fae ;.IL U s

I're. Rebecoa C. Simonson
Fresident
RC8: Ig
af/oe
23076
{ated wih Amoricnn Fudurntion o) Lo, M T B e of Toecbens Orpaminemens



In reply pleass
refer tot 3026

JUL 26 194

Dear Mrs. Nickels:

The President has asked me to acknowledge and
thank you for your recent letter concerning the nlan %o
give temporary asylum to approximately 1,000 refugees
from Burope in the Emergency Refugee Shelter being
established at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York.

1 wish also to thank you on behalf of the
War Refugee Board for your support and interest in

this program.
Sincerely yours,
(Bignad) J. ¥, Fehie

J. W. Fehle
Executive Dirsotor

Mrs. Frank Campbell Nickels,
3060 Sixtesnth Street, N. W,
Washington, D. C.

ﬁﬂ.’hﬁ.\tnhilﬁnlinp 7/25/44 t/q{._.
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In reply pleass
refer to! 1163

Dear Mrs. Noble:

The Fresident has referred to me your recent
letter concerning the establishment of temporary havens in
the United States for refugees.

I am sure you will be glad to know of the President's
action in establishing an Emrgency Refugee 3helter at Fort
Ontario, Oswego, New York. Coples of his recent message to
Congress, his cablegram to Ambassador Murphy in Alglers, and
his memorandum of June 8, 1944 to the heads of the agencies
concerned in the execution of the project are snclosed.

Your concerm for the fats of refugees and your
intersst in the problem of providing places of asylum for
them are greatly appreciated.

Sincerely yours

J. W, Pehle
Exscutive Dirsctor

Mrs. Sue lioble,
4840 Pine Street,
Fhiladelphia, Pennsylwvania,

“nclosures.

1
fb) ~ EBTowler:inp 6/17/44
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In reply please
refer to: 2981

Dear Mrs, Nollenberger:

The President has referred to Be your recent letter
concerning the Emergency Refugee Shelter being established at
Fort Ontario, Osvego, New York, to give temporary asylum o
aprroximately 1,000 refugees whe have fled from their homelands
to Southern Italy,

Details of the plan were outlined by the President in
his message to Congress on June 12, hie cablegram to Ambassador
in Algiers, end his memorsndum to the agency heads con-
cerned with the execution of the project. Copies of thése doou-
ments are enclosed as a matter of interest to you,

I assure you that the War Refugee Board 1s doing every-
thing in 1te power to rescue the victime of enemy persecution and

at the end of the war., In this connection, I am sure you will be
interested to know that Arrangements have been and are being made
to provide other facilities to care for sefugees in areas nearer
to their homelands,

Very truly yours,

i8igned) 4. 9. Pehle

J,. W, Pehle
Executive Director

Nra, ¥, E, Nollenderger,
116614 Magnolia,
Hgrth Hollywood, California.

Enelosures,

mem“: 7/21/44
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In reply please

refer to: 2633 AUG 12 1944

Dear Mr, Norman!

Thank you for your recent letter in support of
House Fesolution No, 576 and urgzing the establishment of
additional camps for refugees.

I am sure you and those who signed with you will
be interested in reading the enclosed copies of the FPresi-
dent's messaze of June 12 to Congress, his cablegram to
Ambassador Marphy in Algiere, and his memorandum to the
agency heads concerned with the execution of the plam to
establich the Emergeacy Refugee Shelter at Fort Ontario,
Oswego, New York,

I assure you that the War Refugee Board is doing
everything in its pewer to rescus the victims of enemy per-
secution and to find havens of refuge for them where they
can remain in safety and be cared for until they can be re-
turned to their owa countries at the end of the war. In
this connection, you will be interested to kmow that arrange-
ments have been and are being made to provide other facili-
ties to care for refugees in areas nearer to their homelands,

Very tsuly yours,
(81emed) J. ¥, Penle

J. W, Pehle
Executive Director

Nr, 8, Norman,
5,¥, Corner Broadway and Thomas,
New York, New York,

Enclosures,

AL
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In reply pleass

refer to!

1 S

1696

Dear Miss Steif:

The Fresident has referred to me your recent letter
concerning the sstablighment of temporary havems in the United
States for refugess.

)

I am sure you will be glad to kmow of the President's
Sgtion in establishing an Emergency Refugee Shelter at Fort
Untario, Oswego, New York. Coples of his recent message to
Congress, his cablegram to Ambassador Marphy in Alglers, and
his memorandum of Jume 8, 1944, to the heads of the agencles
conosrned in the execution of the project are sncloged.

Your concern for the fate of refugees and your
interest in the problem of providing places of asylum for
them are greatly appreciated.

Sineerely yours,

J. W, Pshlas
Executive Director

Miss Ruth V. 3teif, Secretary,

Horth _Shere Oongregation Israel,
Glencos, Illinoiws. :

Enclosures.

EBTowler:inp 6/23/44
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) 4 NORTH SHORE CONGREGATION ISRARl,  //7
Charles E. Shulman, Rabbi * Richard C, Hertz, 4o, Rabbi  Jp: Files
{1 acTive seavice) ‘“
James A, Wax, dcting Rabbi '.. Ans. n"'

June 14, 1944 WII

President Franklin D. Roosevelt
White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear kr., President:
At a speclal meeting of the Board of Trustees of the North

Shore Congregation Israel, the following resolution on
"free ports™ was unanimously adopted.

RESOLUTION ON FREE POKTS

"America was founded by refugees; by refugees fleeing
frocm religious persecution and racial bigotry. his great
nation "conceived in liberty™ has been pecullarly sensitive
to the ery of its brothers' blood wherever and whenever they
have been enslaved and persecuted. Particularly because of
its deep religious heritage and character, believing that men
are endowed by their Creator with certeain inalienable rights,
among these being liberty, the pursuit of happiness, and
above all, life, America has been the traditional haven of
those who have been robbed of these precious possessions,

The hour has come when America must once again rise to
this, her manifest destiny, when the God who led our early
Founding Fathers to this richly endowered land is celling
upon us to "bring forth"the prisoner from the prison house
and those that dwell in darkness from the dungeon.™

We commend the President of the United States for his

leadership and vision manifested in championing the cause
of the afflicted, not only by words but by forthright deeds,
Especially timely has been his recent creasticn of the War
Refugee Board, which has already evidenced its sincere deter-
mination to rescue as many as possible of those vietims of
Naziism otherwise marked out for wholesale slaughter in the
extermination chambers of Europe. We heartily endorse the
plan of "free ports™ advocated by the War Refugee Board, where-
by temporary haven may be provided for those who would other-
wise be murdered to the last man. We agree that America can
do no less for these, our allies and fellow-foes of Naziism,

han we do for our enemies who, as prisoners of war, are pro-

ided with at least such temporary sojourn and security. We



. page two - cantinu.

appeal to the conscience of America to respond immediately
to this suggestion of the War Refugee Board, and we call
upon all of our congregations and their members, as well as
upon all our fellow-citizens, to save the lives of thousands
and even hundreds of thousands, otherwise destined for mass
extermination, by setting up at once such free ports, such

islands of temporary rescue, upon the free and cherished soil
of America."

B8incerely yours,
g/ -
Ru:h W. Steif /) Secretary

RWS:E
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