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In reply please

refer toi

SEP 22 1044

Dear Miess Siegel:

The President has asked me to acknowledge
and thank you for your letter of September 11, 1944,
concerning the Emergency Refugee Shelter recent
established at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New Tork,
support of this program is indeed appreciated.

Copies of the President's message to Congress
on June 12, his eablegram %o Ambassador Murphy in Algiers,
mﬁhliﬂrud-temh-d:ufmm“mw
with the execution of the project are enclosed as a matter
of interest to you. I am sure you will also be interested
to know that arrangements have been and are being made to
provide other facilities to care for refugeess in areas
nearer to their homelands.

Very truly yours,
(Mempd) 3. 0. PATS

J. W, Pehle
Executive Director

Mise Lee Siegel,
805 Bast l44th Street,
Bronx B4, New York.

Enclosures,

?dhﬁ EBTovler:agr 9-2044 ﬂEF"fﬁﬂH-_’
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
WAR REFUGEE BOARD
} WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

OFFICIAL BUSINESS

Miss Betty Silver,

T on Memori ghway,
Minnenpolis, Kinnesota,

RETURN
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

WAR REFUGEE BOARD
WASHINGTON 15, D. C.

In renly plepse JUH 2 m

refer to: B09

Denr Migs Silver:

The President hes referred to me your
letter of Mpy 19, 1944, concerning the establis hment
of temporary havens for refucees,

Your interest in thie problem is mppreciated,

Very truly yours,

folda

, W, Penle
Executive Director

Kies Batty Silver,

Lebor Lyceum Collere,

1800 Oleon MHemorial Highway,
Hirnenpolis, Minnesota,



oof

Dear Miss Silver:

The Fresident has referred %o me your
letter of May 19, 1944, comcerning the establis hment
6f temporary havens for refugees.

Tour interest in this problem is appreciated.
Very truly yours,

J, W, Pehle
Executive Directer

Hies Betty Silver

Labor w :

1800 Olson Memorpal Highiey,
Minneapolis, Hinnesota.

Free (Zcla

"—-———.____‘

ﬁ BBHutchisonlagr B-30-44 w -
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W.R. B
Filing A

To:
To: FilegN 2. 194

Mey 19, 1944

The Hon, Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D.C.

o ‘ Dear Mr. Prasident:

The writer, dseply appreciative of the splendid
afforts made by the administration in alleviating
the suffering of refugees Srapped in Facocist
Turope, hopes that you will take further steps
in aiding these unfortunate people.

I refer, Mr. President, to the getablishment of
the War Refugee Board and the hope that free
ports will be malntained so that these innocent
vietims of "the Axie can be afforded some peasura
of hope. The establishment of guch freev¥ports
cannot but help but have a staying influance
upon the brutal ¥azl.

1 sincerely hope that further efforts will be
directed in this regnrd. K

Sincerely,

g Al



In reply please

refer toi

JUL 29 1944

Dear Miss Simoni

The President has referred to me your letter
of July 18, 1944, concerning the establishment of tempo-
rary havens in the United States for refugeecs.

1 sm sure you were glad to see the accounts
of the President's action in establishing an Emergency
Reffugee Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York., Coples
of his recent message to Comgress, his cablegram to Ambas-
eador Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of June B, 1944,
to the heads of the arencies concerned with the execution of
the vlan aré enclosed,

Your concerm for the fate of refugees and your
interest in the problem of providing places of ssylum for
them are greatly appreciated,

Sineerely yours,
(81pmad) 7. W, Pakle

J, ¥, Pehle
Executive Director

Miss Deborsh L. Simon,
5315 156th Avenue,
Brooklyn, New York,

Enclosures,

L]

Blauscnioontagr 7-26-44 T —






In reply please

refer tol

g o0 5

Dear Mr. and Nrs, Simen!

The President has referred to me your
letter of June 21, 1944, concerning the sstablish-
ment of temporary havens in the United States for

refucgees,

1 am sure you will be glad to kmow of
President's action in establishing an Emergency
Shelter at Fort Ontario, Osvego, New Tork, Coples
hie recent messace to Congress, his cablegram to
sador Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of J
1944, to the heads of the agencies concerned in
execution of the project are enclosed.

faf"

4

Your eoncera for the fats of refugees
your interest in the problem of providing vlaces
asylum for them are greatly apnreciated,

32

Sincerely yours,

3 ) *.lr: H. P'ﬂhl.
J, ¥, Pahle
Executive Director

Mr, snd Mrs, Bdgar Simen,
21 EZast 87th Street,
New Tork, New York,

Enclosures,

4
1% (PlumEutonisontagr 6-29-44
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AUG 1T 1944

In reply please
refer to: 3222

Dear Mrs. Simont

The President has referr-d to me your letter of
August 1, 1944, concerning the Emergency Hefugee Shelter
established st Fort Untario, Oswego, ¥ew York, to give tempo-
rary asylum to sprroximately 1,000 refugees who had fled from
their homelands to Southern Italy.

Details of the plan were outlined by the President in
his message to Congress on June 12, his cablegram to Ambassador
Murphy im Algiers, and his memorandum to the agency heads con-
cernod with the execution of the project, Coples of these docu-
ments are enclosed as s matter of interest to you,

1 assure you thet the ¥Yar Refuges Board is doing every-
thing in its power to rescus the victims of enemy persecution and
to find havens of refuge for them where they can remain in safety
and be cared for until they can be returned -to their own countries
at the end of the war. Im this comnection, I am sure you vill be
interested to knew that arrangements have been and are being made
to provide other freilities to care for refugees in areas nearer
to their homelands,

Very truly yours,
f81ered) J. V. Penle
J, W, Pehle

Executive Director

Mrs. Rae Simon,
56 Central Park West,
New York 23, New York,

Enclosures,

Wﬂ‘/ %utnh:l. son’agr B-16-44
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MRS RAE SIMON

55 CENTRAL PARK WEST MNEw York 23, M. Y.

August 1, 1944

Dear Mr. President:

Ae you are the only one who can bring
pressure to bear upon the Allled Countries to
permit the millions of Jews to enter and seek a
haven of refuge from being annihilated by Hitler,
I therefore appeal to you to open our own gates
wider and create more Ports¥in order to permit
more Jews to enter these United States as can be
brought over to this blessed land of ours.

May your response be commensurate with
the tragic need surrounding the tortured Jews in

Europe.

Sincerely,

3220

w. R. ”——-—“
Filing Authority
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In reply please
refer to: 1687

Dear Dr. Levy:

The President has referred to me your recent
commnication quoting a resolution adopted by your organisation
concerning the establishment of temporary havens in the United
States for refugess.

I am sure you will be glad to kmow of the President's
action in establishing an Emergency Refugee Shelter at Fort
Untario, Oswego, New Tork. OCoples of his recent message to
Congress, his cablegram to Ambassador Murphy im Alglers, and
his memorandum of June B, 1944, to the heads of the agencies
concerned in the executlion of the project are enclosed.

Tour concern for the fate of refugees and your
interest in the problem of providing places of agylum for
them are greatly appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

J. ¥W. Pehle
Executive Director

Dr. Ellls Levy, Sec'y..
Sinai Temple
Mt. Vernon, New York,

Enclosures.

w Y EBTowler:inp 6/23/44
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rin Wi MEN)

Dt o rusatll W.R. 8.
Bagatery W Yee Freskden: Authority
I, Ellis Levy, secretary of Sinal Temple, l;.%.

H.¥Y, do hersby certify that, at a stated meeting om :
of Trustess of the above organization held June 5, ﬁ,—'lﬂr'_—'

fellowing resolution was unanimously adopted:

"Honorable Franklin D, Roocssevelt, President of the Unilted

States:

Amsrica was founded by refugees; by refugees flselng
from religlous persecution and raclal blgotry. This great
nation "conceived in 1iberty" has been peculiarly sensitive
to the ery of its brothers! blood wherever and whensver they
have been enslaved and persecuted., Particularly because of
ita deep religious heritage and character, belleving that
men are endowed by their Creator with certaln inalienable
rights, among these being liberty, the pursult of happiness,
and above all, life, America has been the traditional haven
of thoss whe have been robbed of these precious possessiona.

The hour has come when America must once again rise to
this, her manifest desatiny, when the God who led our early
Founding Pathers to this richly dowered land 1s ealling upon
us to "bring forth the prisoner from the prison house and
those that dwell in darkness from the dungeon."

%e commend the President of the United States for his
leadership and vision manifested in champlonlng the cause of
the afflicted, not only by words but by forthright deeds. Es-
pecially timely has been his recent creatlon of the War Re-
fugee Board, which has already evlidenced its slncere daterml-
nation to rescus as many as possible of those victims of HNa-
zilam otherwlse marked out for wholesale slaughter in the ax-
termination chambers of Europe. ie heartily endorse the plan
of "free” ports” advocated by the War Refugee Board, whereby
temporary haven may be provided for those who would otherwise
be murdered to the last man. e agree that America can do no
less for these, our allies and fellow-foes of Nazilsm, than we
do for our enemies who, &s prisoners of war, are provided with
at least such temporary sojourn and securlty. ‘e appeal to
the conscience of America to respond lmmediately to this sug-
gestion of the war Refugee Board, and we call upon all of our
congregations and their members, as well as upon all our fel=-
low-citizens, to save the lives of thousands and even hundreds
of thousands, otherwise destined for mass extermination, by
setting up at once such free perts, such.dslands of temporary
rescue, upon the free and cherished soil of America."

Dated June 5, 1944
Mt. Vernon, H.X.

Sinai Taaplg; -

Dr. Ellis Levy,

.
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DICCEZSE of WASHIRGTON
Ogle Ridout Singleton
Segrs of the Conventlion
Aives House
1702 Rhode Ialand Avenue, K.W.
Washington &, D. O,

Way 11, 1944,

Lawrence 5. Lesser, Heq.,

Uar Refugee Board,

Room 162, -

Haln U. 5. Treasury Bulldlng,
Washington, D. G.

Dear Siri-
L encloses herswlth & copy of the ;;lnlutlnn
regrrding sction for war refugees, whioh was adopted et
-the Forty-Hinth Sesslon of The Couventlon of the Dlocese
of Washingion, on May 10th 1344.
Singersly, =
/8/ Ogle Ridout Singleton

Enel. 1.

QR3: Z0F



WHEREAS: On Harch £24, 1944, The President
of the United States in speaking of the wictlas of
snemy oppression in sll lands deolsred that "we shall
find havens of refuge for them, and we shall find the
meane of maintenancs and support until the Lyrant ls
driven from their homelands &nd they may return”,

BE IT RESOLVED: That The Conventlon of
The Dicceas of Waahlagton, of The Frotestant Eplssopel
Chureh in the United Btates of Amerloa respestfully
urges the Executlive snd Leglelative Authoriiles of the
United States to take without deley such motion as may
bs sxpedlsnt to laplement this expression of the moral
sbligalion now resting upon us as & free people.



In reply please
1208

rafar tol

JUN 19 1944

Dear Mrs, Sharp!

Thank you for your letter of June 12, 1944,
quoting a resolution adopted by your organization con-
gerning the establishment of témporary havens in the
United States for refucees.

1 am sure you will be glad to know of the
President's mction in establishing an Emergency Refugee
Shelter at Fort Ontario, Uswego, New York., Copies of
nis recent message to Congress, his cablegram to Ambas-
eador Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of June 8,
1944 to the heads of the agencies concerned in the
execution of the project are enclored,

Your concern for the fate of refugees and
your interest in the problem of providing places of
asylum for them are greatly aporeciated.

Sincerely yours,

J, W, Fehle
Executive Director

Mrs. Harry P1 Sharo,
President,

Sisterhood of Bnai Aarom,
53rd and Euclid Avenue,
Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania,

Enclosures,

o
W i m\lﬂﬂchhm‘m 6-17-44
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SETERMDND OF W MARON S

53ed and Euclid Avenue

Mrs. H."’ P. “.'P < : ‘W
President p}lllﬂdﬂlph L, pﬂ; #? " ‘*IMW‘-————
Mrs. Harry Feinstein Mrs. lrving M, Rubin, Recording Secretary fli”
Vi & ' 1 ' Financial Sec'y.
Iok Vice Prosident 5335 Euclid Avenue em—
Mrs. Martin Jacobion AHilisted with the
2nd Vice President Women's League of the
Mrs. Frank Canady June 12 F] 1944 . United Synagogue
T of America

John W. Pehle, Executive Director of
War Refugpee Roard
Washington #26, D, C.

Dear Mr. Pehle:

Be it resolved that we, the Sisterhood
of B'nal Aaron, consisting of ninety-two (92) members,
at a meeting held on May 27, 1944, urge the President
of the United States and his VWar Refugee Hoard to glve
serlous consideratlon to the proposal to establish Free
Ports for Refugees in the United States for the duration.
The establishment of such I'ree Ports would translate into
action the humanitarian desire of the American people to
save as many victims of Mazi brutality as can sti1ll be
saved.,

 SL : //-J,x

May' Y. Sharp, President rs. L. Hubln, Secretary




SISTERHOOD OF BNAI ARRON

53rd AMD EUCLID AVENUE
PHILADELPHIA 31, PA.

John W, "ehle, Txecutive Director of the
War Refugee Toard
Washington #25, D. C.
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Wl sune 12, 1944, i
Treasurer of Amarica

Hon. Franklin D. Roosevelt T TeRUERA o)
President of the United States &

White House, 5. 7 ey iy
Washington, D. C, T D B Preggy,

Dear Presldent:

Be 1t resolved that we, the Sisterhood
of B'nal Aaron, consisting of ninety-twc (92) members,
at a meeting held on lay 27, 1944, urge the President
of the United States and his VWar Refugee Board to gilve
serious consideration to the proposal to establish Free
Ports for Refugees in the United States for the duratlon.
The establishment of such Free Ports would translate into
actlion the humanitarian deslire of the American people to
save as many victims of Nazi brutality as can still be
saved.

Shay Bl A St

Ma . sharp, rresident ecretary




In reply please

refer to: 2924 l 13 .

Dear Miss Friedberg!:

The Prdsident has referred to me your
resolution dated June 29, 1944 eoncerning the
estsblishment of temporary havens in the United
States for refugees,

1 am sure you will e glad to know of the
President's action in establishing an Emergency Refngee
Snelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York, Copies of
his recent message to Congress, his cablegram to Ambas-
sador Murphy im Algiers, and his nemoranium of June 8,
1944, to the heads of the agencies concerned in the
execution of the projert are enclosed.

The concern of your organization for the fate
of refugees and its interest in the problem of providing
places of asylum for them are greatly sppreciated.

Sincerely yours,

(Stened) #. . Penis

J. ¥, Pehle
Execntive M rector

Miss Margeret Friedberg,

Enclosures,

W & w.I:lﬂmtn‘h.i.ﬂ:v::ll.l:l:* 7-7-44
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Mrs. HERMAN APFELBAUM,
Honorary President

Mrs. 5. SPIVAK, President

4511-15th Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y.

Mrs. HENRY BERNSTEIN,
First Vice-President

Mrs. MANUEL SAFFERMAN,
Second Vice-President

Mrs. HENRY RAPKIN, Treasurer

Mrs. L. M. GOLDBERG,
Financial Secretary

2924

Sisterhood of the Progressive Synugogue

1515 Forty-sixth Street Filing Aathority

Brooklpe, N. Y. To: Files
M-ﬂ dt‘wu._,mﬂﬂ'l Mrs. A. HERFERINGE

ALK e e it P~ =
yO= Wﬂm‘ 645 Ocean Brooklyn, N. Y.
i1

June 29, 1944,

To the President of the United States:

The following resolution was passed

unanimously by the one hundred fiftv members
of the Sisterhood of the Progressive Synarowue:

"We, the members of the Sisterhood
of the Progressive Svnaeogue,
rewpectfully urge vou, as Chief
Executive of the United States, to
establish free ports for refucees.
In the name of humanitv, speed the
rescue of those Jews who may be
saved."

Ha;garet Friedbeﬁq.

Representing the members of the Frogressive
Synagogue Slsterhood.



In revly please

refer toi

2603

R

Dear Miss Kraft:

The President has referred to me your letter
of June 23, 1944, concerning the establishment of temno-
rary havens in the United States for refugees,

I am sure you will be glad to know of the
President's action in establishing an imergency HRefusee
Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, Hew York, Coples of
his recent message to Congress, his cablegram to Ambes-
sador Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of June 8,
1944, to the heads of the agenclies concerned in the
execution of the project are enclosed,

Your concern for the fate of refuzees and
your interest in the problem of providing places of
asylum for them are greatly appreciated,

Sincerely yours,

J, W, Pehle
Executive Director

Mise Bella Kraft,

President,

Sisterhood of Temple Beth El,
17 Breed Street,

Lynn, Massachusetts.

Enclosures,

W REHutchison:agr 6-30-44



12 BREED STREE] ;ﬂ:‘.; Authority
LYNN, MASSACHUSETTS o: Filgs
Ans.
No. Ans. Reg,
Inivlal.

J'-{.Ua_m

'J.Jil'q'r'fzm_n.l'[- ]II _ju'mpfl-- f j;;'fl'rl {( 1’.'- RB__

Affiliated with THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE SISTERHOODS




In reply iﬂ.uu

refar totl

w\t’”

2890

JUL 6 194

Dear Mrs. Polisner!

The “resident has referred to me your
recent resolution concerning the estadlishrent of
temporary havens in the United States for refugees,

I am sure you will be glad to know of the
President's action in establishing an Emergency Refugee
Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York, Coples of
his recent message to Comgress, his cablegram to Ambas-
sador Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of June 8,
1944, to the heads of the agencies concerned in the
execution of the project are enclosed,

The concern of your organization for the fate
of refugees and its interest in the problem of providing
rlaces of asylum for them are greatly arpreciated,

Sineersly yours,

J. W, Fehle
Executive DMrector

Mrs, J, Polisner,
Secretary,
Sisterhood of Temple

B'nai Moshe of Brightom,
43 St¢rathmere Foad,
Erookline 48, Massachusetts.

Enclosures.

wmﬂiMI on‘agr B 7-3-44
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Date

BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

W the officersg and membership of
seodorb ol Yoot . | 2l
city o¥ town

realizing the desperate situation of refugees
from Europeen countries, and the necessity for

finding a haven or refuge for these pcuple,

L E e e TR e | W memr a, -

desire to record ourselves in favor of 1egislat1an
for the estaplishment of "free ports" in tiie
United States of Amerlca.

!‘)J Sacta Rlisner
:f'fr.i.w.".z.;.:....l,./ -'

00kIme % %, Mass. N



In reply please

refer toi

i

1398

Dear Mra, Leffler:

The Fresident has referred to me your
communicstion of June 9, 1944, concerning the estab-
lishment of temporary havens in the United States for
rafugzeess.

1 »m sure you will be glad to know of the
President's nction in establishing an Emergency Refugee
Shelter at Yort Ontario, Osweso, New York, Coples of
his recent message to Congress, his cablegram to Ambas-
gador Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of June B,
1944, to the heads of the sgencles concerned in the
execution of the project are encloesed,

The concern of your orgamization for the
fate of refugees and its interest in the problem of
providing places of asylum for them are greatly avnre-
clnted,

Sincerely yourse,

J, W, Fehle
Executive Director

Mrs, ¥illism J, Leffler,
Fresident,

Sisterhood of Temple Israel,
New BHochelle, Igrﬁii.' e

iZpclosures,

@'mut chisoniagr 6-26-44
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_"i-!ﬂ'l!ul' of Temple 1sracl W.R B ———
New Rockelle, X 1. 4 o A
! L To: Fles
Mus, Witiss [, Lorrves, Preadent ErRECT L. ¢ GAANE M, Invis Book lIJl-M' . e
M [omaiax lsmant, Fiee-Pres, ‘u; AL J-“,.-,._. s, Sy MNORDE vaM"‘ |
S M. L Miciien sias, Fioe-Pred. e Mns, Sasqupe MankL @ ———
] AW -
Mus Vicron PoLsTim, Vice-Pret. ° Cunmbn Slns, [havim N'lrn\nilw,.ﬁrr.
Lir i T dt.‘}uﬁ-l_ v
5oz o e Presiden June 9, 1944

windful of the Victime of hunger,of torturs,of the most
brutal persecution in history,of the millions of European
Jews who have fallen before the onslaught of the Nazl program
of Jewish extermination,we the undersigned,membera of the
Board of the Sisterhocod of Temple Israel of New Rochelle,
New York--represeeting almost 600 women--hereby appesl to
‘the United States government to establish "Free Ports" for
refugees which ehall be desiznatdd as places of temporary
}aa‘qum for those Jews who can escape or be-traneported to
this country. '

b, W G Bppne oos Wy Wi,
et ).

}}u- ) B ( 7)ens "’ Lot %’9 W
J S -.___. 7 P _.LQ--') I, ey . *3 r W

2
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Hon.Franklin D.Rooeevelt, res.cf tie U.S.

. White House
Waehington,D.C.




In reply ploase
rafer to: GB4

JUN 15 1944

Dear Mr. Relas;

8ince my reply %o your recent letter soncerning
tomporary havens in the United States for rofugoes, the
President has taken sction for the establishment of an
Bmergency Refugee Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New
York. I am sure you will he interestsd in reading the
attached copies of the Presideni's recent message to
Congress, his ocablegram of June 8, 1544, to Ambassador
Robert Murphy in Algiers, and his momorandum of the
same .ato to the agency heads concerned with the execution
of the plan.

Lot me take this opportunity to thank you
again for the interest which you have expressed im this
matter.

Very truly yours,

=1 Takls
(S5 sapd ¥. e

-l

J. W. Pehle
Executive Ulirector

Mr. Louis Reiss,
Manager,

irt Mukera Union,
31 West 33rd Street,
Bew York, New York.

Bnolosures;
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& n_— MAY 19 1944
refer to! GB4

Dear Mr, Relem:

Thank you for your letter of May 11,
1944, comcerning the possibility of establishing
temporary havens for refugzess.

Your imtersst is much appreciated,

Very truly yours,

‘- " !u.
Exseutive Director

Er, Louis Ralss,

Rars akove Gaten
“‘E Vest 255 Sireet,

New Tork, New Tork,

Ep7" [ RBHutchisoniagr B-16-44 s
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HAMAGEN

May 11th, 1944,

Mr, John W. Pehle, Director,
War Refugee Board,
washington, D.C.

Fonorable 3ir:

As early as last September, 8 delegation of American
labor, headed by FPregident William Oreen, of the A.

F., of L., and President Philip Murray, nf the C. T. 0.,
submitted & memorandum to the State Department,
appesling "to our Govermment and te the goverrments of
the United Nations, %o gedmit to all territorles, under
thelyr control, Jewish refugees who may succeed in
escaping from the Hazl hell."

Todsy, seven months leter, Hitler stands on the brink

of disaster, The Cerman leglons e&re in retreet avery-
where. But the sufferings and the persecutlons of ¢
Fascist vietima have not been halted. According te
recent reports, the Nazls have, in desperatien, intensl-
fied their bestial terror. Grave danger threatens
millione of pecple in tortured Furcpe. 0Only swift action
can save them mow. Wot words, or even tears, will have
the power to restore or saye their lives.

We have learnsd that the War Refugee Board has under
serious consideration & plan to establish "free ports”
in the United States, where refugess from BEitlerism can
find shelter until they are gettled in permanent homes.
The proposal has been endorsed by leeding newspapers.
trroughout the country.

We consider the establisiment of "free ports”, which
would give inngcent vietims of the reging talgcaust,
the privilege we now sceord Axls prisgners, B most
practical and feasible one.

The plan wguld not only provide temporsry human

"fres port" zones, and safe refuge, and thereby save

the lives of imnpcent people fortunate to escape the
eclaws of the Oestapo, but would also demonstrete most
drematically to the whole world the dogged determination



- -

of the American Government and the American people to
spere no effort in saving as many of the guffereras as
possible,

Moreover, we belileve that the adoption and the effect=-
uation of the plan will help stay the brutal Nazi hend
and will further encourage the ever-growing resistance
to German barbarism.

The plan has our wholehearted aupport and we respectfully
urge its immedlate adoption,

Respectfully yours,

cutive toerd.
]

Iouis Relssy
Manager.
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In revly please
refer to: 7156

Dear Miss Skoy:

1 have your telegram of July 31, 1944, concerning the plicht
of the Jews in Rungary.

On January 2°, 1944, the President created the War Refugee Board
for the purpose of taking all possible measures to rescue and save the
victims of enemy oppression who are in imminent danger of death, and te
afford them all possible relief and assistance coneistent with the success-
ful prosecution of the war,

To accomplish the purnose for which 1t was created, the War

Hefugee Board has initisted numerous measures to assist persons to escape
from enemy and enemy-occupied countries, to find havens of refuge for tham,
to obtain better treatment for those for whom escape is not mossible, and
to induce the satsllite countries to desist from cooperating with the Nagi
poliey of persecution and extermination of minority peoples. The Board has
gtationed representatives in strategic countriss in order to expedite these
meanAUTES

In connection with the problen of finding places of asylum for
those who are enabled to escape from enemy-controlled areas, you will be
{nterested to know that the President has recently taken action to estab-
1ish an Smergency fefuges Shelter at Fort Untario, Oswego, New Tork, which
is ecuipped to care for approximately 1,000 refugess until they can be re-
turned to their homelands, at the end of the war, Arrangements also have
been and are being made to provide other facilities to care for refugees in
areas nearer to their homelands,

I assure you that the Board is doing everything in its power to
achieve its humanitarian objectives, knowing that the messure of its success
will be the number of lives saved,

Very truly yours,

Samed) 3.9, Tohls

J, W, Pehle
Eyecutive Director
Miss Frances Skoy,
58 Egst 3rd Street,
New York, New York,

wﬂ %ﬂtﬂilunl.‘r BeBq4 Qﬁ( -
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-
70 SAVE THE 400,000 JEWS IN HUNGARY

PLEASE EXERT ALL PRESSURE
WHO ARE DESPERATE FOR THEIR SALVATION PALESTINE

THEM A NEW LIFE IF ONLY WE HELP THEM SURVIVE NOW ALL EYES
ARE FOCUSED ON YOU FOR A MAJOR MOVE TOWARD RESCUING THESE

PEOPLE=
FRANCES SKOYY 56 EAST 3RD STREET.

“WiLL GIVE

SKOY 56 3 400, 000,

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE FOGOESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONA CONCERNING ITS EERVICE



In reply please SEP2

refer to:

3267

Dear Mr. Smelo:

The President has referred to me your letter of
Auguet 14, 1944, concerning the establishment of temporary
havens in the United States for refusees.

I am sure you and those who signed with you were
glad %o learn of the President's action in establishing an
Emargency Refugee Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York,
vhere approximately 1000 refugees who fled from their homelands
to Southern Italy are being cared for until they can be returned
to their own countries at the end of the war, Ooples of his
message to Oongress on June 12, his cablegram to Asbassador
Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of June 8, to the heads of
the agencies concerned with the execution of the project are
enclosed,

1 assure you that the War Refugee Board is doing everpy-
thing in its power to rescue the viotims of enemy persecution and
to find havens of refuge for them where they can remain in safety
until the end of the wvar. In this connection, you will be
interested to know that arrangements have been and are being
made to provide other facilities to care for refugees in areas
nearsr to their homelands,

Sineerely yours,

(Blamet) 3. v, pony,

4. ¥, Pehle
Executive Director

Enclosures.

Nr. Villiam M, Smelo, President,
Smelo Oonstruction Company,
1711 Nosth Btreet,

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,

gﬁ/ﬂv’ mﬁlutnhl eontinp B8/23/44
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Franklin Delano Roosevelt
President of The United States of Americe

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

As eitizens of the United States we, the under-
gsigned, take the liberty to urge you to take immediate
action together with the other Allied Powers to establish
Free Ports in the United States and in the illied Count-
ries in order to save the llves of the thousands of peoples
in Europe that are sure to be exterminated if help will not
come to them at once.

hespect ly yours,

Mool
i Ao~

- (P



SMELD GONSTRUCTION 00,
1236 MEDARY AVE., PHILA, PA

Franklin Delsno LHoosevelt
S President of the United States
Washington, D. C.



ln reply please

refer tol

N 15 1644

Dear Mr, Zwerman!

President Roosevelt has referred to me your
letter of June 1, 1944, concerning the establishment
of temporary havens in the United States for rafugzees,

I am sure you will be glad to know that since
my letter of Jume 9, to you, the President has taken
action to establish an Emergency Refugee Shelter at Fort
Ontario, Oswego, New York, Copies of his recent messagé
to Congress, his cablegram to Ambassador Murphy in Algiers,
and his memorandum of June 8, 1944, to the heads of the
agencies concerned in the execution of the project are
enclosed,

Your comcern for the fate of refugees and your
interest in the problem of providing places of asylum for
them are greatly apir eciated,

Sincerely yours,

J, W, Pshle
Executive Director

My, Jacod Iwerman,

Fresident,

Smiller Beneficinl Association,
300 South 4th Street, =
Fhiladelphia, Fennsylvania,

Enclosures,

W v 0* BBHutchisoniagr 6-14-44
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SMILLER BENEFICIAL ASSOCIATION

Marris Rudman, Ex-President Louit Spolonsky, M.MJ:992

Jack Zworman, President, She. 7788 i /

Chas. Aliman, Vies-President Chas,

Hany Movick, Treasurer D, Kiswiky, 3

Mathon Levin, Rec. Secretary 5. Silver, Ane P —
18, f-ﬂ'r;.".

e e T

M. Pure, Eﬂm
» F M___:_-._‘_-__—_"—-—-—
/S OFFICE: 300 SOUTH 4th STREET B A

Market 9574 it Main 3773

mmn,u__mm.m-__._iuh

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES o ACENOWLAGMEN :
2 GUESIDEHA TN

JUITE HCUSE; WASHINGTON, D.C.

L o sy Iy

Snoeigry bo e Presidem |
Dear ¥Mr, President;=
We respectfully submit to you the following,RESCLUTICH .

"Be it resolved, that we, SNILLER BENEFLCIAL ASSOCIATION,
consisting of 1500 Membera, at & meeting held Kay Slst,.
1044, appeal to the PRESIDENT of the United State and
his WAR REFUGEE BCARL to give urgent conslderation to

the project of eatablishing ER}::E. FORTS WOR REFUGEES In THE

UNITED STATES FOR THE DURATICN.

Sueh establishment would materialize the sincere desire
of the American People to save as many VICTINS of NAZI

MYRAYNY as can still be saved".

Youra very truly

/ SMILLER BENEFICIAL ASS.
"ﬂ /@DTP\H:ESIZLLT
Z k- SECHETARY



PRESIDENT OF THE UMITED STATES

WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON, D.C.



a

In reply pleaca
refer to: 893

Dear Mr, Zwerman®

Thank you for your letter of June 1, 1944,
submitting a resclutiom concerning the sstablishment
of temporary havems for refugess,

The interest of your organiza¥iom is appre-
elated,

Very truly yours,

d: ¥ B.8

. J, 4, Pdele
Exsoutive [Mrector

Mr, Jacob Iwerman,

Fresident,

Smiller Beneficial Associntionm,
300 South 4th Street,
Fhiladelphin, Fennaylvanin,

é&&31 Ea!hlllhntehllunla‘r [ T \Eﬂﬁfli’
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SMILLED BENEFICIAL ASSOCIATIEN —
. To: F."ﬁl!; E

Committes - Haq.

Meonis Rudman, Ex-President

Jack Zweman, Presiden, She. 7788
Chas. Aliman, Vics-President
Haiy Movick, Treaiumer

Hathan Levin, Rec. Secrelary

Lowis Goldtein, Fin, Secretary

OFFICE: 200 SOUTH #h STREET
Market 9574 =t Main 3773

m""——mu 1944

#AHR REIUGE BOARD

ihder-al{II, D.Cos

Gantlemenj=

We respectfully submit to you the following, RuuOLUTION;

"Be it resclved? that we SNILLER BENEFICIAL ASSCCIATION,
consisting of 1500 Nembers, at a meeting held May Zlst,
1944,appeal to the WAR REFUGE BOARD TO GIVE URGENT CChe
SIDERATION to the project of eatablishing FREE" FORTS FUR

HeEFUGEES IN THE UNITED STATES FOR THE LUURATION.

Suech establishment would materialize the sincere desire
of the American Feople to save as many VICTIMS of NAZI
TYRALKY as can still be savedd,

Yours very truly

SMILLER BENEFICIAL ASS.
/ A 2 REST DENT

oty oy SECRETARY
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In reply please

refer to!

Dear Mr, Smilowit=:

Thank you for your regcent oard concerming the
astablishment of temporary havens in the United States
for refugees.

I am sure you will be glad to know of the President's
ection in establishing an Emergency Refugee Shelter at Fort
Cntario, Oswego, New York. Ooples of his recent messege to
Congresa, his cablegram to Ambassador Murphy in Alglers, and
his memorandum of June &, 1944, %o the heades of the agencles
concerned in the execution of the project are snclosmed.

Your concern for the fate of refugees and your
interest in the problem of providing places of aaylum for
them are greatly appreeiatad.

Sincerely yours,

J. W, Pehle
Exscutive Director

Mr. Leon Smilowitsz,
506 Tagker Street,
Fhiladelphia, Pennaylvania,

cc! Mr. Meyer Edelson,
1622 8. S5th Street,
Philadelphia, Pennaylvania.

Englosures.

EBTowlertinp 6/28/44
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Filing Autherity
To: Files

Ne Ans. Req.
Initial

S —— — Philadelphia, Pyt
Dear Sir:

We are vitally interested in the establiskment of
"free ports" in the United States for refugees from stricken
lands of Europe...VWe understand that proposals regarding
these ports are mow being discussed in Congress and we

Address {é; = déé {S‘l




JUN 2¢ 1644

In reply please
refer to: 2048

Dear Mr, and Mre. Smilowlts!

Thank you for your recent card concerning the
establighment of temporary havens in the United States
for refugees.

I am sure you will be glad to know of the President's
action in establishing an Emergency Eefugee Shelter at Fort
Ontario, Oswego, New York. OCopies of his recent message to
Congress, his cablegram to Ambassador Murphy in Algiers, and
his memorandum of June 8, 1944, to the heads of the agencles
concerned in the execution of the project are enclosed.

Your concern for the fate of refugees and your

intersst in the problem of providing places of asylum for
them are greatly appreciated.

Sinecersly yours,

J. W, Pehle
Executive Director

Mr. and Mres. Nathan Smilowits,
BO5 Tasker Street,
Philadelphia, Pennaylvania.

Enclosurss.

NS
-%ﬁ/‘ EBTowler:inp 6/28/44
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Filing

To: Files
Ans.

2045

Neo. Ans. Reg.
Initial -

Lidly

— .
Philadelphia, Pa.

Dear Sir:

We are vitally interested in the establiskment of
"free ports” in the United States for refugees from stricken
lends of Europe, e understand that proposals regarding
these ports are ndw being discussed in Congress and we
sineerely urge you to speak favorably on them,

Name

L

Address

Name =
Address _ﬂ-ﬁ_ 7 W/‘z/ /ﬁ. :

Sm i e Wi T2



JuL 21 D6

In revly please

refer tot

W (6 KBHuthhi son: agr ?ﬂ

3016

Dear Mrs, Smith:

Tour letters of July 11 and 13, 1944, to the
Fresident and to Secretary Morgenthau, respectively, con-
cerning the establishment of the War Refuree Board and
urging all possible metion to rescue the persecuted minor-
ities of Europe, have been referred to me,

To mccomplish the purpose for which it was oreated,
the War Hefugee Bosrd has initinted numerous measures to assist
persons to escape from enemy and enemy-occupied countries, to
find havens of refuge for them, to obtain better treatment for
those for whom escape is not possible, and to induce the satellite
countries to desist from cooperatinz with the Nasi poliey of per-
secution and extermination of minority peoples, The Board has
stationed representatives im strategic countries in order to ex-
pedite these meamures,

In connection with the problem of finding places of
asylum for those who are enabled to escape from enemy-controlled
areas, you will be interested to know that the President has
recently taken sction to establish an Emergency Hefugee Shelter
at Fort Untario, Oswego, New York, which is equipped to care for
epproximetely 1,000 refugees until they ean be returned to their
homelands, at the end of the war,

1 assure you that the Board is doing everything in its
povwer to achieve ite humanitarian objectives, knowing that the
measure of its success will be the number of lives saved,

Zinceraly yours,

(91amet) 3. 9, Pokle

J, ¥, Pehle
Executive Directer

Mrs, Emily Juid Smith,
415 N, Clara Avenue,
De Land, Florida,

T
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N JUL 6 1944

Dear Miss Sobdel:

Thank you for your comsunication of Jume 28,
1944, concerning the establishment of temporary havens
in the United States for refugees.

1 am sure you will be glad to know of the
President's action in establishing an Emergency lefugee
Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York, Copies of
his recent message to Congress, his cablegram to Ambas-
sador Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of June 8,
1944, to the heads of the agencies concerned in the
execution of the project are enclosed.

Your concern for the fate nf' refugees and your
interest in the problem of providing places of asylum for
them are greatly appreciated,

S4inceraly yours,

J. ¥, Pehle
Executive Dirsctor

Niss Ann 7, Sobdel,
2430 Vharton Street,
Philadelphia 46, Pennsylvania.

Enclosures,

% (P RBEutchisontagr 7-3-44
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June 28, 1944

Dear Sir:

I understand there is a pending bill to
open "Free Ports" for Jewish refugees in the
United States. As Executive Director of t he
War Refugee Board, will you kindly use your
influence to bring abuuttﬁggﬁzznaagc of this
bill. In the interest o etarian principles
for which our Country stands, this bill should

be passed,
Very truly your

e F. Sobel



In reply pleass

refer to!

asoy

N 30 jo4g

Dear Miss Sobel:

The President has referred to me your
letter of June 20, 1944, concerning the establish-
ment of tesporary havens in the United States for
refugees,

I am sure you will be glad to know of the
President's action in establishing an Emergency Refugee
Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswege, New York. Coples of
his recent message to Congresy, his cablegram to Aabas-
sador Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandus of June 8,
1944, to the heads of the agencies concerned in the
sxsoution of the project are enclowsed,

Tour concern for the fate of refugees and

your interest in the problem of providing places of
asylum for them are greatly apnreciated.

Very truly yours,

i, Pohls

Jd. ¥, Fehle
Executive Director

Miss Marion Sebel,
83 Carleen Avenue,
Larchmont, New Torkl

Enclosures.

V4
WY A oaamesentsmniagr 6-39-44
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June 20 Nal dns. Req, _

Initial

Tranklin D, Roosevelt Date.___.

White House
Wash, D, C,

NDear }r. FPresident:

As part of our acknowledged
purpose to aid the refugees of
those countries victinized by
Axis azzression and in line with
our polier of collahoration with
other Tmited ¥ations for the
relief of such refWgees, we
should establish a Free Torit to
enable the rescue and assistance
cf those people to proceed to
their own countri with the

-
=] i omm -
; :
rreatest efficiency

O

I therefore resanectfully urge
erelol resnectill re

tiant you do everything possible
e Then
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Ny dear Judge Soffel: !._'_,r. -

Thank you for your telegrams/of Jume 16
1944, to the President and %o me, concerning the y
matter of giving war refugees temporary asylum in
this country.

I am sure that you were heartened by the
President's action for the establishment of an
l-rfnq Refugee Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswege,

New Tork, I am emclosing as a matter of interest

to you copies of his recent message to Congress, his
cablegram to Ambassador Murphy im Algiers, and his
menorandum to the heads of the agencies concerned with
the execution of the plan.

Tour interest in measures for saving the lives
of the victims of enemy persecution and finding havens of
refuge for them is greatly appreciated,

Sincerely yours,

l« W, Fahle

Honorable Sara N, Soffel,
Judge of the Court of Common Pleas,
Pitteburgh, Pennsylvania.

Enclosures,

EBTowler‘agr 6-27-44
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LOSANGELES CALIF JUNE 9 1344 R

PRESIDENT OF UNITED STATES

WASHDC
PLEASE SUPPORT THE ESTABLISHMENT OF FREE PORTS FOR THE

DURATION AND SAVE MANY UNFORTUNATE REFUGEES. HUMANITY LOOKS
FORWARD TO YOUR. HELP.
MRS B SOLOMON

No addised

THE COMPANY WILL APPEECIATE SUCGESTIONS FROM TTS PATRONS CONCERMIMG ITH BERVICE



JU ¢ 194
In peply please JUN 14
refer to 1008

Dear Mr. Sommerman!

Thank you for your recent cards to the President
and to me concerning the establishment of temporary havens
in the United States for refugees.

1 am sure you will be glad to kmow of the President's
action in establishing an Emergency Refugee Shelter at Fort
Ontario, Oswego, New York. Coples of his recent message to
Congress, his cablegram to Ambassador Marphy im Alglers, and
his memorandum of June 8, 1944, to the heads of the agencies
concerned in the execution of the project are snclosed.

Your concern for the fate of refugees and your
interest in the problem of providing places of asylum for
them are greatly appreclated.

Sincerely yours,

d, W 0040

J. W, Fehle
Executive Director

Mr. R. Sommerman,
1564 - 46th Street,
Brooklyn, New York.

Enclosures.

EUA “EBTovlerting 6/13/44
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Filing Authority
To: Files

Ans.
Ne Ans. Requ e
Imitial
Dute

15564 - 46th Street
Brooklyn, N. Y.
June 7, 1944

Dear Sirs:

I am very much in favor of free ports for
refugees. Uy purpose in writing you is to ask if
you won't use your good offices to help create
these ports so that the ones who have survived
can be helped.

*Thank you for yz help. S Sy
D v e o 4™~
(.'_r' "; av‘-/
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W.R B
Filing Authority
To: Files

Ans.
No. Ans. Req.
Initial
Baute

Brooklyn, N s 1
June 7, 1944

Dear r. President:

{tapian you are sc I am writing
free ports for the poor refu-
zuch and we'd llke your

I know what a human

to ask your help in getting
gees of Europe. You have done 80

help now.
Thank you and God bless you.

R e



In reply please

refer toi

3029

Ut 25 0%

Dear Mr. Foxi

The President hns referred to me your letter
of July 11, 1944, and its enclosure, concerning the
eatablinhment of temporary havens in the United States
for refugees,

1 am sure you will be glad to know of the
President's mction in estadlishing an Emergency Hefugee
Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York, Coples of
his recent messaze to Congress, his cablegram to Ambas-
sador Murphy in Alglers, and his memorandum of June 8,
1944, to the heads of the agencies concerned with the
execution of the project are enclosed,

The concern of your orgenization for the fate
of refu aes and its interest in the problem of providing
places of asylum for them are greatly appreciated,

Sincerely yours,
(94gned) J. W, Febhle
J. W, Pehle

Executive Director

Mr, Jacob Logan Fox,
Secretnry,

_South Shore Temple,

7215 Jeffery Avenue,
Chicago, Illinois,

Baclosures,

ﬂ‘lmmhhunugr 7-26-44 M T
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SOUTH SHORE TEMPLE . T
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CHICAGO J [/

Tuly™1l, 1944

Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt
President of the United States
White House

Washington, D. C.

Honorable S8ir:

The board of trustees of South Shore Temple, a
religious organization, has directed me to transmit to
you the enclosed copy of a resolution solemnly adopted
by the board at its last meeting.

May this appeal bear fruit promptly by the

establishment of free 'ports of rescue before the oppor-
tunity for such rescue has passed.

Respectfully, 5;%;:

e Temple

JLF-jl



WHEREAS the history of our country manifests that:

America was founded by refugees; by refugees fleelng from
religlous persecuticn and recial bigotry. This great nation "con-
ceived in liberty™ has been pecullarly sensitive to the ory of its
brothers' blood wherever and whenever they have been enslaved and
persecuted. Particularly because of its deep religious heritage and
character, believing that men are endowed by their Creator with cer-
tain inslienable rights, emong these being liberty, the pursuit of
heppiness, and above all, life, America has been the traditional haven
of those who have been Tobbed of these precious possesslons.

The hour has come when America must once again rise to this,
her menifest destiny, when the God who led our eerly Founding Fathers
to this richly dowered land is calling upon us to "bring forth the
prisoner from the prison house and those that dwell in darkmess from
the dungeon.

RESOLVED thet this congregetion join with other congrega-
tions in the following resolution:

We commend the President of the United States for his
leadership snd vision manifested in chempioning the cause of the
afflicted, not only by words but by forthright deeds. Especlally
timely hes been his recent creation of the War Hefugee Board, which
has already evidenced its sincere determinstion to rescue as many &s
possible of those victims of Naziism otherwise marked out for whole-
sale slaughter in the exterminastion chambers of Furope. We heartily
endorse the plan of "free ports"™ advocated by the War Refugee Bosrd,
whereby temporary heven may be provided for those who would other-
wise be murdered tc the lest men., We sgree that Americe cen do no
less for thess, our allies end fellow-foes of Nazilsm, than we do
for our enemies who, &s prisoners of war, are provided with at least
such temporary sojourn and security. We appeel to the consclence
of America to respond immedietely to this suggestion of the War
Refugee Board, and we call upon all of our congregations and their
members, as well as upon all our fellow-cltizens, to save the lives
of thousands end even hundreds of thousands, otherwise destined for
mass exterminetion, by setting up at once such free ports, such
isla?ds of temporary rescue, upon the free and cherished soil of
America.
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Dear Miss Soybeli

The President has refsrred to me your recent
letter concerning the satablishment of temmorary hsvens
in the United Gtates for refuzees,

1 am sure you will be glad to inow of the
President's action in establishing an Emergency Hefugee
Shelter at Fort Untario, Oswego, New York., Copies of
hie recent mess~ge to Congresa, his cablegram to Ambss-
sador Murphy in Algiers, and his memorendum of Jupe 8,
1844 to the hesds of the agenclies concerned in the
execution of the project are encloeed,

Your econcern for the fete »nf refusess and your
interest in the problem of providing places of asylum for
them mare greatly appreciated,

Sincerely yours,

(Bigned) 3. W. Penle

Ji ¥, Pehle
Executive Directer

Miss Rose M, Soydel,
887 East Bth Street,

Brooklyn, New York,

Enclosures,

mmntchhnlm 7=27-44 Dd -
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In reply pleass - SEP 15 ‘

rafer to: 3319

Dear Mr, Speight:

The President has asked me to acknowledge
with thanks your letter of August 79, 1944, concerning
the Emerrency Hefugee Shelter recently established at
Fort Ontnrio, Oswego, New York,

Your aympathetic interest and understanding

of the plight of these unfortunats people is indesd

appraciated,

Sincersly yours,

{Bigned 7, W. Pehle

J, W, Fahle
Executive Director

Mr, Harold E, B, Speight,
Agting Fresident,

The 5t. Lawrence University,
Canton, Wew York,

Consngnod lpgee Sithins Opspias 7

Y. '.’"--I_, b hm

w’"‘ “Butchi lo“ GmBedd



B

v
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 1, 1944

Respectfully referred to the
Exeocutive Director of the War
Refugee Board for attentiom and
appropriate acknowledgment.

v

WILLIAM D. HASSETT
Seoretary to the President
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August 29, 1944
Mr. Pﬂ,id-ntl

/!
If the enclosed dispatch to the WATERTOWN DAILY TIMES represents

the facts, please allow one who has welcomed your actlon in glving a
temporary home to the 984 refugees pow housed in Oswego, N. Y., to express
his approvel and to volce deep regret that protests are reaching you.

R s — s T S P R e - i W

Among the most memorable utterances of the American spirlt have
been those pledging our aid to the oppressed, regardless of race or

creed,

The enemy values every act or word which divides cur people om
such fundemental issues as this, Prey believe that the best instincts
of many inarticulate citizens are really with you when you give 2 help-
ing hand to victims of the most brutal and systematic oppression of
the innocent that history records.

tfully fal
The President, 3 V. \
The White House,
Acting President

yours,

Washington, D. C.
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In reply please

refer to!

1081

TN 1T 198

Dear Miss Stainan!

The President has referred to me your CoE-
munication of June 6, 1944, concerning the entablishment
of temporary havens in the United States for refugees,

I am sure you will be glad to know of the
Fresident's action in establishing an Emergency Hefugee
Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York. Copies of
his recent message to Congress, his cablegram to Ambas-
sador Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of June 8,
1944, to the heads of the agencies concerned in the
execution of the project are enclosed.

Your concern for the fate of refugees and

your interest in the problem of providing places of
asylum for them are greatly appreciated.

Very truly yours,

tRtgmed) 7, W PoRLE

J, %, Fehle
Exscutive DUirector

Miss Estre Stainan,
1485 Eant 46th Street,
Brooklyn, New York.

Enclosures,

W-‘ Jﬂimu‘ﬂhilﬂnlul‘ 6-15-44






1 1943

In reply please

rafer tol

971

Dear Mrs, Staub!

Thank you for your letter of June 6, 1944,
concerning the establishment of temporary havens in
the United States for refugees.

l—mmnnnnuunu-tm
Fresident's aotion in establishing an Emergency Refugee
Shelter at Fort Ontarie, Oswege, New Tork. OCoples of hia
recent message to Congress, his cablegras to Aabassador
Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of June 8, 1944, %o
the heads of mmnmuhmmunn
the project are enclosed,

Your concern for the fate of refugess and your
interest in the problem of providing places of asylum for
them ars greaily appreciated,

Sincerely yours,
stamad) 3.0 PakTe

J, W, Pehle
Bxecutive Director

Mrs, Sadie Staud,
1418 ¥, Conlyn Strest,
Philadelphia 41, Pennsylvania.

Enclosures.

w # w\mutm-m 6/16/44
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MAY 22 144

Dear Hiss Steinig:

Thank you for your letter of May 17, 1944,
concerning the sstablishment of temporary havems for

Tour interest in this prodles is apprecianted.
Yery truly yours,

7. ¥. Fahle

Mles Ads .
8680 Nertk %,
Philadelphis, Peansylvanis

Face (3ta

w ﬁL‘Iﬂllﬂlty 5=2044 v —
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Philadelphia, Pa.
Dear Sir:

We are vitally interested in the estab-
1ishment of "free ports" in the United States
for refugees from atricken lands of Hurope. We
understand that proposals regarding these ports
are now being discussed in Congress and we
sincerely urge you to speak favorably on them.

Name 4ﬂi§pf' J;'Péfﬂﬁéygéﬂ Jr
Address M" X —

Name e

Address
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In reply please
refer tot 1001

Dear Mr. Storchi

Thank you for your recent gards to the Fresident
and to me concerning the establishment of temporery havens
in the United States for refugees.

1 am sure you will be glad to kmow of the President's
sction in sstablighing an Emergency Refugee Shelter at Fort
Ontario, Oswego, New York. Copies of his recent message %0
Congress, his cablegram to Ambassador Marphy in Algiers, and
his memorandum of June 8, 1944, to the heads of the agencles
concerned in the sxegution of the project are enclomed.

Your congera for the fate of refugees and your
interest in the problem of providing places of asylum for
them are greatly apprecisted.

Sincerely yours,

Ja 'o HH.
Executive Director

Mr. Edward Storch,
9156 = 46th Strest,
Brooklyn 19, New York.

Enoclosures.

rY,
EBTowlertinp 6/13/44









In reply please

rafer tol

3023

Dear Dr, Streuss!

The Prealdent hes referred to me your
letter of July 17, 1944, concerning She establish-
ment of temporsry havens in the United States for
refugeen,

I am sure you will be glad to know of the
President's action in establishing an Emergency
Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York. Oopies of
his recent message to Congress, his eablegram to Ambas-
sador Murphy in Algiers, and his mesorandum of June B,
1944, to the heads of the agencies concerned with the
execution of the project are enclosed.

Your concern for the fate of refugees and your
interest in the problem of providing places of asylum for
them are greatly appreciated,

Very truly yours,
(B9gneld) 7. W. Pahle

J. W, Pehle
Exescutive Virector

Dy, Hyman Strauss,
766 Ocean Avenue,
Brooklyn, New York,

Enclosures,

ﬁhntohilnn:qr 7-24-44 w —
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Dear Mrs, Strudler:
Thank you for your letters of May 16, 1944,

to the Fresident and to me, congerning the establishment

of temporary havems for rafugees,
Tour interest is mmch appreciated.
Yery truly yours,

J, 'I Fehle
Exscutive Director

Hrs, Bertha
166 Weat 97th '
Hew Tork, Wew Tork.

7% {PRaBEusenseon: 5/20/44 7¢ -
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gia 1 Filing Authority
165 Weat '©@7th Street 7,_.";?,-
New York, H.Y. ﬂﬂl&‘f 4
iy 1 iH- @ i No Ane. Rog) ———
Hon John W. Pehle : Initig] e
Executive Director [/ I——

of the War Hefugee Dosrd
Washingten, D.C.
Dear Sirt
America wes glven to the world ea & haven for refugees
guffering under the yoke of European intolerance of freedom of

religion, speech and the press.

For ss long as our great country lends & helping hand
to those that suffer auch eppression &nd for as long AS wWo
practice and presch what we know to be right, for that time will

we exist in pesce, prosperity snd happlnesas.

We must not forget our mission on thls sarth and thus
I pray that you will see the wisdem of using every force and
power within you to cause a system of "rree ports" to be established
in the United States to provide at least & temporary heven for war
refugess.
Sincerely yoursa,

[Pecllie Sl

(Mps) BERTHA STHULLEK.
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e Filing Authority
To: Files
165 West 97th Street Am_&gﬂ_‘g___
New York, N.Y. No. Ans. Req,
May 16, 1944. Initial e
: : / Dutp
His Excellency Franklin Delano Roosevelt - —
Presldent of the United Stateas
Washington, D.C. m"'"“?m
AN constreparey
“J -
Dear Mr. President: “m'ﬂmr
e Prsciom

America was given to the world as a haven for the
onpressed and for as long as our great country lends a helping
hend to those suffering under the yoke of intolerence of freedom
of religion, speech and the press,end for as long as we practlce
freedom of these principles, for that time wlll we exist as a
great natlion.

I therefore truat thet you will do everthing with-

in your power to cause a aystﬂ_u'f_:;mg:p.nnh"__tn pe eatablished

in the United States to provide at lesst a temporary haven for
v
war refugees. - R
Most Heapectfully Yours,

B oA LHrnlles) -

(Mra.) Bertha Strudler.




In reply please da s L
refer to: 3270 .

Dear Miess Stryker:

President Roosevelt has referred to me your
letter of August 6, 1944, concerning the plight of the
Jews in oeccupled Furepe.

On Jenuary 22, 1944, the President created the
Var Refugee Board for the purpose of taking all possible
neasures to rescue and save the victims of enemy eppression
who are in imminent danger of death, and to afford them all
possible relief and sssistance consietent with the succesaful
prosecution of the war.

To sccomplish the purpese feor vhich it was created,
the ¥War Refuges Board has initiated numerous measures to assist
persons to escape from enemy and enemy-occupied countries, to
find havens of refuge for them, to obtain better trestment for
those for whom escape is not possidle, and %o induee the
satellite countries to desist from cooperating with the Fasi
policy of persecution and extermination of mimority peoples,
The Board has stationed repressatatives in strategic countries
in order to expedite these measures,

In comnection with the problem of Tinding places of
asylum for those who are enrbled to escape from enemy-controlled
areas, you vill be interested te know that the President has
teken action to establish an Smergency Fefugee Shelter at Fort
Ontario, Oswege, New York, vhere approximately 1,000 refugees
mulumrtr-tllthqn-hmu“rhﬂ-
lands, at the end of the war, Arrangements also have been
and are being mede to provide other facilities to care for
refugees in areas nearer to their homelands,



-3 -

With respect to the problem of Hungarian Jews, I
encloss a copy of & Joint statement recently issued by the
United Stetes and British Covernments which I am surs will
be of interest to you.

1 assure you that the Board is doing everything in
its power to achieve its humsnitarian objectives,

J. W, Pehle
Exscutive Director

Hise Ann M, Stryker,
Louwdville, Mnine,

ec: Hiss Helem L, Folanmd,
Loudyille, Maine,

Hise Marcia 5, Cranse,
Bloomfisld, New Jersey.

w &mﬂ'ﬂ ; 8/26/44









In reply please

rafer toi

3oss

JUL 25 1944

Dear Mrs, Stumpn:

The President has referred to me your recent
letter in supvort of Senate Hesolution Ho, 297 concerning
the sstablishment of temporary havens in the United States
for refugees,

I am sure you will be glad to kmow of the FPresi-
dent's action in establishing an Emergency Refugee Shelter
at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York, Coples of his recent
messagze to Congress, his cablegram to Agbassndor Murphy in
Algiers, and his memorandum of June 8, 1944, to the heads
of the agencies concernmed with the execution of the project
are enclosed,

Your concern for the fate of refugees and your
{nterest in the problem of providing places of asylum for
them are greatly appreciated.

Sincerely yours,
(8igned) J. W, Pehle

J, W, Pehle
Executive Uirector

Mre. G, Stuspp,
210 Sedgwick Awenue,
Yonkers 6, New York,

Enelosures,

Muﬁchilun:l‘r 7-26-44 w -
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JUN 27 1944

In reply please
refer to: 2037

Dear lr, and Mres. Sukoli

Thank you for your recent card concerning the
establishment of temporary havens im the United States
for refugees.

1 am sure you will be glad to kmow of the Fresident's
action in establishing an Emergency Refugee Shelter at Fort
Ontario, Oswego, New York. Copies of his recent message to
Osagress, his cablegram to Asbaseador Murphy in Alglers, and
his memorandum of June B, 1944, to the heands of the agemcles
concerned in the sxecution of the project are enclosed.

Your concern for the fate of refugees and your

interest in the problem of providing places of asylum for
them are greatly appreciated,

Sincerely yours,

J. W, Pehle
Exscutive Director

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Sukel,
BBOG W, 12%h Strest,
Philadelphia, Pennaylvania.

Englosurss.

EBTowler:inp 6/26/44
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JUN 27 1944
In reply please
refer to: 2043

Dear Mra. Sweedler:

The President has referred to me your letter of
June 20, 1944, concerning the establighment of Semporary
havens in the United States for refusgees.

I am sure you will be glad to know of the President's
action in sstablishing an Emergency Refugee Shelter at Fort
Ontario, Oswego, New York. OCopies of his recent message to
Congress, his oablegram to Ambassador Murphy in Algiers, and
his memorandum of June 8, 1944, to the heads of the agencies
concerned in the execution of the project are snclosed.

Your congera for the fate of refugees and your
{nterest in the problem of providing places of asylum for
them ars greatly appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

J. W, FPehle
Executive Director

Mrs. Benjamin Sweedler,
68 Vine Road,
Larghmont, New York,

Enclowures.

M/ EBTowler:inp 6/26/44
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The President
Washington, D. C,

8ir:

Our fight for the four Freedoms
includes the right of refugees of all
lands to be restored to the status of
full ecitizenship in their pre-war
countries.

The porte will be necessary for
the purpose of facllitating their pas-

gage.

I urge you to support the Free
Port Billl.

I have the honor to remain,

Most respectfully yours,




AFK 20 1944

Dear Miss Swesney:

Thank you for your letter of April 5, 1944, request-
ing information as to how you may help in the task of resouing
the persecutesd peoples of iurepe.

There are enclosed copies of Bxecutive Order To, 9417,
issued by the President om Jamusry 22, 1944, and the President's
Statement of Mare™ 24, 1944, The duties and authority of the
War Refugee Board for the reseus snd relief of the vietims of
snemy oppredilion whe are in issisent danger of death are set forth
in the Order, mnd the Fresident in his statement has called wpea
all freedenm-loving pesple %o rally to this righteous undertaking
in the nams of justies and humsmity.

Tour faterest in this undertaking and your desire to be
of sssistance are greatly -p-recisted. hm#"z:‘“m
of the peopls of the United States for the fate of pe peo-
ples and evidemce of public suppert for the task of the Board will
fasilitabe eur sfforts to attain the humanitarian objectives for
vhich the Board was created.

Very truly yours,
(82gnpad) 7. W. Pohle

J. ¥, Pehle
Executive Mreeter

Niss Lods 8, Swesney,
86 Quinlan “venus,
Staten Island 2, New York,

Enclosures,

Uh:? ﬂlﬂ.ﬁdﬂluup- 4—1-&-“&0‘ -



® . ~456
Fiing Aethorty
ng A
To: Files
Ana.
-~ iy Ans Regy
. tnitid!
FFMM Lyt - Date

,ﬁaﬁww-ﬁ@«
a;...zf/,gx

ﬁj,,.z;, ok Leand a 4..«-_4‘477«1-:-‘——

oo o ot gl if Congt!
g, 8
Wﬂ%w?’mﬁ"“ﬁf“w






In reply
refer toi

please
2016

JUL 24 1944

Dear Mrs. Swensont

The President has referred to me your recent letter
concerning the Emergency Refugee Shelter being established at
Tort Ontario, Oswego, New York, to give temporary asylum to
approximately 1,000 refugees who have fled from their homelands
to Southern Italy.

Detalls of the plan were outlined by the President in
his message to Congress on June 12, his cablegram to Ambassador
Murphy in Alglers, and his memorandum to the agsncy heads con-
cerned with the execution of the project. Copies of these docu-
ments are enclosed as a matter of interest to jyou.

I agsure you that the War Hefugee Board is doing every-
thing in its power to rescue the victims of enemy persecution and
to find havens of refuge for them where they can remain in safely
and be cared for until they can be returned to their own countries
at the end of the war. In this comnection, I am sure you will be
interested to know that arrangements have been and are being made
to provide other faclilities to care for refugees in Areas nearer
to their homelends.

Singerely yours,
(Piamed) 4. w. Poriy

J. ¥W. Peshle
Exscutive Director

Mrs. Marjorie L. Swenson,
2629 Fremont Avenue, South,
Minneapolis 8, Minnesota.

Enclowsures.

leriinp 7/21/44 G
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JUN 19 1944

In reply rlease
refer to: TOE

penr Dr. Goldstein:

§inoe my reply to your recent letter to the
President concerning temporary havens in the United States
for rofugeses, the President has taken action for the
eutablishment of an Emergency Hefugee Shelter at Fort
Ontario, Oswego, Mew York. I am sure you will be
interested in reading the attached copies of the Presi-
dent's regant messare to Congress, his oablegrau of
Juze 8, 1944, to Ambassador Hobert Murphy in Alglers,
and his memorandum of the same date to the agency heads
concerned with the execution of the plan.

Lot me take this epportunity to thank you
erein for the interest which you have sxpreased in
this matter.

Very truly yours,

Iq‘r‘ﬂg.ﬂ: d. ¥. e

J. W. Pshle
Executive Director

Ir. Israsl Goldstein,
Preasident,

Bg;iuim Council oy a—ﬂa:_:
[ ]

New York, New York.
Ennlosures:

BBTowlersdd 6/14/44



In reply please MAY 20 1944

Dear Dr, Goldstelim:

Your letter of May 18, 1944, to Fresidemi
Roosevelt, comcerning the sstadlishment ef Vemperary
havens for refugess, has been referred to me,

Tour interest is much appresiated.

Very tmuly yours,

4. ¥, Pehle
BExecutive Director

w" wlﬁimm 5/30/44 Qﬁd a
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ng Authority
0: Files
270 WEST BOTH STREET, NEW YORK,N.Y. TEL SCHUYLER 4—44%
COMETITUENT OROANTEATIOND "' ‘u
UMIDH OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS EENTRAL COMPFERENCE OF AMERICAN ———————S——
UNIGH OF ORTHODOE JEWIEH CONGNEGATIONS MABBIMICAL ASDEMBLY Dfm
UMITED SYHASOGUE OF AMERICA RANBIMICAL COUMCIL OF
iAHATL OOLOETTIN, Fars HERBEAT 5. GOLDSTEIN, Vice- Pers. CHARLES P, KRAMER, How. S0 BENSAN N EGENIGEEERG
ATO Weasr BETH Srmoer IBAAD LASNDMAN. Vi Feas. MAY FIMNE. TREss. Comm, @rc.
Hrw Yomx, M. Y.

| AMD CommDERATION

President Franklin D, Roosevelt’ e’ oW~

White Huae
Washington, D. C, emmiry o e Prostiony

My dear Mr. Prealdent:

Consolous of the basic moral lssues of this war and
cognizent of your repeated emphasis upon thesa issues, we
the Synagogue Councll revresenting all religious branchea
of American Jewry appeal to you in behalf of the surviving
remnant of Iarael in Europe.

Wa ara confident that all Americans who belleve in
justice and humanity will support your historie declarstion
of March 24th in which you egnlled upon tha free people of
Europe and Asia temporarily to open thelr frontiers to
victims of oppression and in which you declared that havens
of refuge would be found for them.

The gero hour now approaches for the Jews tra:ped
in the Balkans. Herolc measures must be taken to save
the amall remnant that can stlll be rescued.

We urgently plea for the establishment of "frap

orta” ttm.g 1a, tamporary emergency refugse o in

Unied States in which refugess may %f%! a sanctaary
for the duratlon of the war. g will not only assurs
1ifs for those who can escape from the Nazi hangmen and
ean bes brought here, but it will prove an effective in-
atrument for the imnlamentation of your March 24th statemsnt.
It will enerurage the people of Europe and Asia to realat
Fazi savagry and it will in addition serve aa an example
to other ma tions who may be influenced to follow Amerlea's
leadership and establish aimllar havens.

R Ipﬂu tfully yours,
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