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In reply please

refer to:

1064

JUIN 17 Fs

Dear Miss Tabakow!

The President has referred to me your com-
smunication of June 6, 1944 concerning the establishment
of temporary havens in the United States for refugees.

1 am sure you will be glad to know of the
President's action in establishing an Emergency Eefuges
Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York, Coples of
his recent message to Congress, his cablegram to Ambas-
sador Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of June 8,
1944, to the heads of the agencies concerned in the
sxecution of the project are enclosed.

Your concern for the fate of refugees and your
interest in the problem of providing places of asylum for
them are greatly appreciated,

Very truly yours,

' 3 ¥. Pahlas

Rigned)

J, W, Pehle
Executive Director

Mies Bessie Tabakow,
1687 Park Flace,
Brooklyn, New York,

Enclosures,

w“’ H‘nﬂutm“ﬂur 6-15-44
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In reply pl
refer tot

1

Dear My, Tallem

The President has referred to me your letter
of August 71 oconcerning the plight of the Jews in

I am sure you will be interested in the
anulond oan of a Joint stntement recently issued
Atates and Bpyitish 8 conocernin:
this ntnr. All prectioable measures have been and
mhmtmhrtﬂimmwm
with other governments private refugee orpaniza-
tiong to protect the Jews in

Flease be asgsured that we will continue to
do eve in our power %o save as many of these
people as possiblo.

Hiﬂlﬂl}' youra,
| 4. 0. Pallg

J. W. Pehle
Bxeoutive Director

r. Alex Taller,

40 west 77th Street,

New Inl'l. New York.
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In reply please JUN 17 1944
refer to: 932

Dear Mr, & Mrs, Tannenbaum:

Thank you for your recent comsunication con-
cerning the establishment of temporary havens in the
United States for refugees.

1 am sure you will be glad to know of the
President's sction in establishing an Emergency Refuges
Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New Tork. Coples of
his recent message to Oongress, his cablegram to Ambas-
sador Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of June 8,
1944, to the heads of the agencies concerned in the
execution of the project are enclosed.

Your concern for the fate of refugees and your
{nterest in the problem of providing places of asylmm
for them are greatly appreciated,

Sincerely yours,

s Wa Fehl®

J. W, Pehle
Executive Director

Mr. & Mrs, A, Tannenbaum,
1266 - 54th Street,
Brooklyn, 19, New York,

Enclosures,
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In reply pleam
refar to: Z960

JUL 25 194

Dear Mr, Myer:

Enclosed is a copy of o letter from
Mrs, Raymond ¥, Tartiers, requesting information
as to how she can help im the task of caring for
the refugees to be brought to the “mergency Refugee
Shelter.

1 have advised Mrs, Tartiers that, as the
actual administration of ths shelter will be in your
hands, 1 have referred a copy of her letter to you.

1 shall appreciate it if you will advise her what
forms of assistance from privete individusls can best
be utilized,

VYery truly yours,

f8%emes) 7. w.

e

J, ¥, Pehle
Exscutive Director

Nr. Dillen Myer,
Drestor,

War Eeleeation Authority,
Barr Building,
¥ashington, D, C,

Epnclosure,

%ﬂuﬁﬂ-utm T-24-dd P —



In reply please
refer to: 2980

JUL 25 1944

Dear Mrs, Tartiere:

I wish to acknowledge with thanks your
letter of July 7, 1944, inquiring as to how you
can help in the task of caring for the refugees
to be brought to the Emergency Refugee Shelter ot
Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York.

Since the actual sdministration of the
shelter will be in the hands of the War Relocation
juthority, I am referring & copy of your letter to
Mr, Dillon Myer, Director of that agency, with the

request that he sdvise you what forms of assistance
from private individusle can best be utilised.

Very truly yours,

f‘.'p_—_c.ﬂ‘l J.W. PanTa

J, W, Pehle
Bxecutive Director

Mrs, Raymond F, Tartiere,

Middlebure, Virginia,

@Iﬂ'lntdul nm JT-24-44
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MRS. RAYMOND F. TARTIERE ' R uly_Tth 44
MIDOLEBURG, VIRGINIA =hy
\ Filing Authority

Mr. J. W, Pehle
wxecutive Directer

Dear 81ir,

To: Files
J 7 T

War Rafus‘ﬂ' mm D o

Ne .2638 mﬂf ;.

Thank yeu fer your promptanswer te
my letter te the President re the admittance of

refugees to this country.
I shoulf like to ask you in what way

I could be ef service in

helping theseunpforsunate

human beinge. Ceuld I send clething besides cash.
One thousand is but a drep in the
bucket and I trust that mere wlll be permited te

enter.

Very truly,

#.

e 4 T
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JuL 6 1944

Dear Mre, Tartiere:

The President hes referred to me your
letter of June 26, 1944, comcerning the establish-
ment of temporary havens in the United States for
refugess,

I am sure you will be glad to kmow of the
President's astion in establishing an Emergency Refugee
Shelter at Fort Ontarie, Oswego, New Tork. Oopies of
his recent message to Congress, his cablegram to Ambas-
sador Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of Jume 8,
1944, to the heads of the agencies concerned in the
exegution of the project are enclosed,

YTour concern for the fate of refugees and your
interest in the problem of providing places of asylum for
them are greatly appreciated,

Sineersly yours,

J, W, Pahle
Executive Director

Mra, Raymond ¥, Tartiere,
Middleburg, Virginia,

Taee Yo

Enclosures.
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JUL 6 1944

Dear MNr, Hassenbusch!

The Fresident has referred to me your
letter of June 20, 1944, concerning the establish-
mont of temporary havens im the United States for
refugeen,

I em sure you will be glad to know of the
President's action in establishing an Emergency Refugee
Shelter at Fort Untario, Oswego, Hew Tork. Copies of
his recent message to Congress, his cablegram to Ambas-
sador Murphy in Algiers, and his memerandum of June 8,
1944, to the heads of the agencies concerned in the
sxecution of the project are emclosed,

The concern of your organization for the fate

of refugees and its interest in the problem of providing
places of asylum for them are greatly aprreciated.

Sincerdly yours,

J, i, Pehle
Executive Director

Mr, Samuel Hassenbusch,
President,

Temple Adath Joseph,

St. Joseph, Nissouri,

inclosures,

@Hmut chisoniagr 7-3-44
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Temple Adath ’j]:iﬁ:%_:

ST. JOSEPH, MISSOUR] [Pl
June 20, 1944

The President of the United States
His Honor, Franklin D. Roosevelt
White House

Washington, District of Columbia

Honorable Sir:

The Temple Adath Joseph of Saint Joseph, Missouri, joins
many other organizations in commending you for your active
participation in enterprises of freedom and liberty.

We are grateful to you for your efforts on behalf of the
persecuted and oppressed and we pray that God may continue to
give you strength so that you may pursue your traditional pol-
icy of justice for those who need it.

We ere particularly pleased in your efforts to create
nfree ports" as advocated by the War Refugee Board through your
efforts and we hope that America will Join the other freedom-
loving nations of the world in a consecrated effort to save the
lives of thousands who otherwise are decreed for mass extermina-
tiﬂn "

We hope that you will lend every effort toward the establish-
ment of these "free ports" to the end that relief and succor will
come to those who plead with us for help.

Respectfully yours, : t
Temple Adath Joseph

Saint Joseph, Missouri
SH:AD Samuel Hassembusch, President

Db ailils. sty
£§7é;“££§1 : &zp Z -
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In reply pleass
refer to: 2032

Dear Mr, Fittluck:

The President has referred $o me your recent letter
concerning the Emergency Refugee Shelter being estabdlished st
Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York, $o give temporary asylum to
aporoximately 1,000 refugess who have fled from their homelands
to Southern ltaly.

Details of the plan were outlined by the President in
his message to Congress on June 12, his cablegram to Ambassador
Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum to the agency heads con-
cerned with the execution of the project. Coples of these docu-
ments are enclosed as a matter of interest to you.

I mssure you that the War Refugee Board is doing every-
thing in its pover to rescue the victims of enemy persscution and
to find havens of refuge for them where they can remain in safety
and be cared for until they can be returned te their own countries
at the end of the war., In this comnection, I am sure you will be
interested to knov that arrangements have been and are being made
to vrovide other facilities to care for refugees in areas nearer
to their homelands.

Yery truly yours,

M 7. 9. Panle

J. 'l Fehle
Executive Dirsator

Mr, Charles H, Pittluck,
President,
Temple Ahavath Sholom

of Flatbush, .
Avenue R at B, 16%h Btreet,

Brookiyn, 29, New T rk,

Enclosures.

WV EBTowler: 7/20/44



Aammi ALEXANSER ALAN BTEINBACH
HIMIBTER

5. RaroIL REEeE
CAnTOR

RanEl AvERY J. GROSEFIELD
Ll

REQTOR OF
EOUCATION AND TOUTH

QFFICERS

LEDH LEVIN
[l AY PEESIDENT

Enanies H FITTLUCE
FRDBIDENT

MoaEiS ADSsss
1AT FIOE-FAERISENT

FiiLiF Lovis
aME VICE-FRERIDENT

ALvin B, ROSDNELATT
TREARURER

CHARLES K. KAFLAN
BECHETANY

TRUSTEES

DAVID AIBEL
IEyiNG ArBEL
FrancEes B. BisoveEn
Fransd BROMBERD
TANMIE ENTHACHER
pATHICE FREidEs
HSAMUIL GREEMRERG
MILTONM GEUNALEN
Jongrs H, QUTTENSERD
ImiNG HANDLER
BaAMUrL KAMARICK
Paul KAUFHAN
Maumice C. LEvin
MoLLE LEVY
CHARLES L. MECKENBERS
GmacE Mosd
Dn. ROBERT PoLLOCH
MENNIE BOTH
MaAx BCHAFFER
Hysan SEHRILR
Davin WEINECRGER
EsANUEL WEINETER

“Temple Abavath Sholom
of Fluthush

AVENUE R AT E. 18Th STREET P
BROOKLYM 28, M. Y. l;f

TELEPHONE: ESPLANADE 5-4500

The President of the Unlted States,
Washington, D. C.

8ir:

By direction of the membership at
the annusl meeting of the Congregation of
Temple Ahavath Sholom of Flatbush comprising
1260 Congregants, I enclose herewith a
Resolution with respect to yoUr ctmmendable
gction in the creatlion and furtherance of
free porta or refuge for the victims of
Nasgism, i

With our sincere prayers for your
continued strength, thereby enabling you to
further those humanitarian goals to a satis-
factory conclusion, we have the honor to
remain

Most Hespectfully yours;
TEMPLE AEAVATH SHOLOM

Ghagles 4] Poithuck



Manni ALESAMDER ALAH BTEIWBACH
HINIETES

B RarcE. Reses
CANTON

Mansi AvERY J. GEOSEFIILD

DARECTOR OF
WORICATHER AMD YOUTH

OFFICERS

Lxas LEvis
HOMGEARY FRERDBINT

CHARLES H. PrimLuce
FAERIBENT

Monsis ABRAME
18T FICE-PRESIDENT

PeiLiF LEviM
BND VIOE-FREBDENT

ALvew B, ROSEMELATT
TAEABURER

CHARLES £ KAFLAN
SECRETANY

TRUSTEES

Davie ABEL
Imyisa AimEL
Frasnces K. Disavis
FraME Broussng
“aMMiE EMTHACHEN
EATWICE Faiisln
HaWumL GREERBERD
MILTON GRUMALES
Jdasers H GuTTERBENG
Inving HawDLEn
BaMuEl, KaMaRicE
FauL Eauruaas
MavRoE S LEVIN
MELLIE LEVY
CHARLES L. MECKENSENG
SmAcE Mass
Dm RopgaT PolLacK
MlisiniE MOTH
MAE SCHAFFIN
Hyman SSHmils
Davic Woikugnaen
EMARUEL WEINSTEIR

- -

" Geomple Asvath Sholow
of Fluthush

AVENUE R ar E. 184 STREET
BROOKLYM 28, M. Y.

TELEPHONE: ESFLANADE 5-4500

Resolution on Free Ports

Adopted by the Board of Trustees and
members at the annusl Congregational Meeting held
on mlhr. J“n' lﬁ'l'-h.. 1944.

Whereas, 1t is our firm bellief that the hour
has come when America must once agaln rise to
this, her manifest destiny, when the Jod who led
our early Founding Fathers to this richly andowed
land is calling upon us to "bring forth the
prisoner from the prison house and those that
dwell in darkness from the dungeon"; and

Whereas, ths Preaident of the Unlited States
has, by deeds, risen to the aid of the afflicted
and created a haven of refuge for the rescue of
victims of Nazlsm;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, that we commend the President of the United
States for his leadership and vislon manifested in
championing the cause of the afflicted, not only by
words but by forthwight deeds; for his recent crea-
tion of the War Refugee Board, which has glready avi-
denced ita sincere d-hrmin-tiou to rescue as many as
possible of those victims of Nazlam otherwlse marked
out for wholesale slaughter in the extermination
chambers of Europe; and be i1t further

RESOLVED, that since the plan of "free porta" advocated
by the War Refugee Board, whereby temporary haven may
be provided for those who would otherwise be murdered
to the last man, be and the same hereby is heartily
endorsed, especially since America cen do no leas for
these, our Allies and fellow-foes of Wazism, then we do
for our enemies who, as prisoners of wWar, are provided
with st least such temporary sojourn and security; and
be it further

PR W M-



RESOLVED, that we should and hereby do appeal to

the consclence of America to respond immediately to
this suggestion of the War Refugee Board, and we call
upon all of our congregations and their members, as
well as upon all our fellow-citizens, to save the
lives of thousands and even hundreds of thougends
otherwise destined for mass extermination, h:_w:.?uiiﬂ_
_up, at once, & sufficlency of such free ports, a

gsuch 1slands of temporary rescue, upon the free and
cherished soil of America.

L 1 s d



b Sl g JL6 1904

Dgar Mrs, Kaslert

The Fresident has referred to me your
letter of June 26, 1944, submitting a resolution
recently adopted by your organization concerning
the esteblishment of temporary havens in the United
Stetes for refugees,

I am sure you will be glad to know of the
fresident's action in establishing an Zmergency Refugee
“helter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New Tork, OCoples of
his reent message to Uongrese, his cadblegram to Ambas-
sador Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of Junme 8,
1944, to the heads of the agencies concerned in the
execution of the project ars enclosed,

The concern of your organization for the fate
of refugees and its interest in the prodblem of providing
places of asylum for them are greaily apnreciated,

Eincerely yours,

- - 5 o e -
ARlELDE)

J, W, Pehle
Executive Diresctor

Nre, Harold Kasler,

Corresponding Secretary, .
Temple Beth E1 Sisterhood,

1730 em Boulevard,

Roekford, Illineis,

Enclosures,

£67 7 Prurcnisontagr 7-3-44
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ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS

Inivied ...
MRS. JAMES KLEIN June 26 » 194 Date
Prepideni
MRS, HAROLD KASLER V/ WFECTYULLY HEFLIO
Corraipronding Secretary o lmm.‘!w{.ﬂ-r‘:mm;

=ND COMNSIUEHA I'ic:N

The President of the United Stltllhm&;uhu'g‘ﬁaaggj?
Washington, D. C. Socroiry © the Presiden:

Sir:

Insamuch as you have created the War
Refugee Board, we know you will be person-
ally interested in the Resolution which
this Temple Sisterhood has Just passed:

"Resolved that the National Federa-
tion of Temple Sisterhoods call
upon the United States Government
to establish Refugee Rescue Camps
or Free Ports to be designated as
places of temporary asylum for those
Jews who can escape or be trans-
ported to this country; and that

appeal be made to the President

L in the name of humanity, asking

him to take the apeedlest action

possible to rescue those Jews who
may yet be saved."

We urge your active interest in this human-
itarian cause and are confident that you
will help us.

fully,

Corresponding Secy.



In renly vlease

refer to!

anss

WE29 194

Dear Mr, Krause:

The President has referred to me the resolution
adopted by your organization concerning the eptablishment
of temporary havene in the United States for refugees,

1 am eure you will be glad to know of the Presi-
dent's mction in establishing an Bmergency Refugee Shelter
at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York, Copies of his recent
message to Congress, his cablegram to Ambassador Murphy
in Algiers, and his memorandum of June 8, 1944, to the heads
of the agencies concerned in the execution of the Hroject
are snclosed,

The concern of your organisation for the fate of
refugees and its interest in the nroblem of providing
places of asylum for them nre greatly appreciated,

Sincerely yours,

f22onad) J. W. Pehle

J, ¥, Pehle
Executive Director

Mr. Jack Krause,
Secretary,

_f':_-nk,’JLf* 1,
r. Liberty and Second Streets,
Mint 3, Michigan.

Enclosures.

ﬁ"lﬂnichilinti:r 7—35-441;L$tpv—
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RESOLUTION ON FREL PORTS

p—— T T T T L bttt h e

Adopted by the Administretive Committes

of the Union of Americen ‘Tebrew Congre-

getions st its meeting held Sunday, lay 2I, 1944,
at Cincinnati, Ohic.

_ America wrs founded by refugess, by rafugeaes fleeinz from relizious

| persscution and racial bigotry. This grest nation teonceived in liberty"”
hee been peculisrly sensitive to the crv of ita brother's blood wheravar
end whenaver they have been enslevad and parsecuted. Particularly because
of its daesp raligious heritage and cherecter, believing that men are
andoved by their Creator with cartoin innlienable rigts, among these being
1iberty, the pursuit of heppinses, and abova all, 1ife, America hzs been
the trasditional heven of those who have been robbed of these pracious
poesassions,

The hour hes come when Americe must once again rise to this, her
mnifest destiny, 7hen the God who 1ed our sarly Tounding Fathers to the
richly dowered land is calling upon us to "brinz the prisoner from the
prison house and those that dwell in darness from the dungeon"

We commend the President of the U'nited 3tates for his leadership and
vision menifssted in championinz the caucse of the nfflicted, not only by
sords but by forthright deeds, Tspaciclly timely has been his recent
| erantion of the War Rafugse Joaxd, which hrs alrendy evidenced its sincere
datermination to rescue as many as possible of those vietims of Yazism
othierrice mar-ed out for wholestle glauzhter in the axtarmination charbers
of Turope. We heartily endorse the plan of "free ports" edvoceted by the
| war Refuge= Toard, whereby temporary haven ™y be provided for those who
sould otherwise be murdered to the last ™mn. We rpgres that America cen do
no less for these, our allies and fellow=fos: of Mazism, than we do for our
anemies who, ns prisoners of war, are provided with at lerst such temporary
sojourn and security., e appenl to the conscience of Americo to rappond
immediately to this suzrestion of the Tar Rafugee Foerd, and we cell upon
a1l of our concrecations and thair merbers, as well o8 upon 2ll our fellow=
citizens, to srva the lives of thousands end evan hundreds of thuuaﬂpdn,
stharvise destined for maes prterminntion, h:_ﬂﬂiiinﬁnunmﬁj_gn;ﬁﬂﬁgggffruE
ports, such jslrnds of temporary rescue, uron the free and charished soil

of Amarica.



The Prasident of the United States
¥ashington,
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JUL 21 144

In reply please
refer to: 2092

Dear Mr, Welss!

The President has referred to me your letter
of July 7, 1944, quoting a resolution concerning the
establishment of temporary havens in the United States
for refureess,

I am sure you will be glad to know of the
President's action in establishing an Emergency Eefugee
Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York, Copies of
his recent message to Comgress, his cablegram to i.mbas—
sador Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of Juhe 8,
1944, to the heads of the agencles concerned in the
execution of the project are enclosed,

Your organization's concern for the fate of
refugees and ite interest in the problem of providing
places of asylum for them are greatly aprrecicted,

Sincerely yours,

Bipned) 3.9, Pollr

J, W, Fehle
Executive Director

Mr, Jacob A, Welss,
Executive Director,
Temple Both Emeth of Flatbush
h Avepue at Marlborough ind.
Brooklyn 26, New York,

Enclosures,

WV ‘a’ HBHutchison!agr 7-17-44
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OFFICERS A n
Samusl L Gressbarg CHURCH AVENUE AT MARLIOROUGH ROAD = BROOKLYN 36 N. Y.° Mo Angefgy, Doris
Frasidant " Telaphune, BUchminstar 1-0001 f'ﬁw Hwﬁ'
Rowban R. Robison gt [l
Wice-Presdant ! 1L# Y\ 4 (gdlandes
J-;u Cohen ] !. Iﬁ'h_ ’ Morris  Goldberg
T y July 944 Samunl L. Groanber
Abreham L. Doria 1 e i et Juﬁl.: Eaten .
Secratary =T Murray  Lesser
Jacoh A, Wels Harry Marcas
Esscuiive Direcior Ay Lt I Rl Jowoph . Myeron
Pasi Presidents Tp His m'llﬂﬂ, "'I"__:.': “.-.. T ireing  Roaman
Daniel Fread Franklin D, Roosevel t, ¢ SANIERA Roubes R, Robinson
D. H. M. Waynberg President of the United Sates of America. : Mr. Jossgh Soafield
Barmet Finkelbrand s St T TR b --l.-ﬂh""h‘"" Wedaen
Sirs ety o the Freskder David H. M. Weynberg

Hanorary Truibes

The following resolution is very respectfully submitted Barnet Finkelbrand

with every confidemce that it will have the consideration it merits.
- Resolution on Pnl'l Forts

Adopted by Temple Beth Fmeth of Flatbush at its meeting held
Jurme 29th, 1944, =t 83 Marlborough Hoad:

America was founded by refugees; by refugees fleeing from
religious persecution and raclal bigotry. This great nation
vpsnceived in liberty" bas been peculiarly sensitive to the
ery of its brothers' blood wherever and whenever they have
teen enslaved anl persecuted.

The hour has come when America should once again rise to her
manifest destiny, when the Gol who led our early Foundl ing
Fathers to this richly dowere! land is calling upon us %o
"bring forth the prisomer from the prison house and those
that dwell in darkness from the dungeon.”

e commend the I'resident of the United States for his leader-
ship end vision mnifested in championing the cmse of the
fflicted, not only by words but by forthright deeds.
Especislly timely has besn his recent creation of the War
%l glready evidemced its sincere
dete “gs many s possible of those victime
of Nazism otherwise marked out for wholesale slaughter in
the axtermination chambers of Europe, We heartily endorse
the plan of "free ports” advocated by the War Refugee Board,
whereby tempogary haven may be jprovided for those who would
otherwise be murdered to the last man.

to the suggestion of the War Refuges Board, by setting up st
once mch free portd, mich islands of temporary rescue, upen
the cherished soil of Americe."

J We appesl to the consciemce of America and respond immedntely

#ith genuire regret that we should fimd it desirable in this manner
to add to the many heavy burdens already beinz borne by Your Excellency,
wa bes to remain, .

Your humble servamts, ;
. -‘ 1
mu ﬂﬂatur

TER(FLE BETH BMETH OF
-



In reply please

refar tot

1160

JUN 19 1944

Dear Rabbi Kaber!

The President has referred to me your
letter of June 7, 1944, concerning the estabdlish-
ment of temporary havens in the United States for

refugees,

I am sure you will be glad to kmow of
the President's action in establishing an Emergency
Refugee Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New Tork.
Copies of his recent message to Congress, his cable-
gram to Ambassador Murphy in Algiers, and his memo-
randum of June 8, 1944, to the heads of the agencies
concerned in the execution of the project are enclosed,

Your concern for the fate of refugees and
your interést in the problem of providing places of
asylum for them are greatly appreciated.

Sincerely yours,
§. Pehle®

J, ¥, Pehle
Executive Director

Rabbi Nathan Kaber,
r

k
Jackeon, Miehigsn,

Enclosures.

W _ [MBEutcnisonbagr 6-17-44
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The President of the United States rasiary o e pr,
The White House
Washington,D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

In behalf of the Congregation of Temple Beth I;rae%
we strongly urge the consideration and approval of the "Free"Portg"
P£lan advocated ee Board. We railse our vBIGes 1n
pray s great and blessed land of America will provide
these temporary havens for the rescue of countless numbers of
our stricken and persecuted European brethren daily facing
extermination at the hand of the cruel and brutal tyrant.
Wie call upon you Mr. President, you who know full well of the
stark tragedy which has befallen our people to exert every effort
to the end that the "Free Ports" Plan become a reality. In this
darkest of hours for Israel may America once again assume its
noble and historic role of welcoming to its shores the oppressed,
the enslaved,the homeless—-that here under the War Refugee ~oard
Plan they may find at least temporary asylum and thus be spared
the ravages of further torture and death. ¥r. President, we pray
that America take immediate steps to implement this Plan thus
speeding the day for thousands of our people of rescue, liberation
and new life.

Faithfully yours,

W o, Al
abbi

Mq;jf p

(Presitden
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Dear Mr, Weil:

The President has referred to me your
letter of June 13, 1944, concerning the establish-
ment of temmorary havens in the United States for
rafugeesn,

I am sure you will be glad to know of the
Fresident's action in establishing an EZmergency Hefugee
Shelter at Fort Untario, Uswego, New York, Copies of
his recent message to Congress, his ceablegram to Ambas-
sador Murphy in Algiers, and hie memorandum of June &,
1944, to the heads of the agencies concerned in the
execution of the project are enclosed,

The concern of your organization for the
fate of refugees and ite interest in the problem of
providing places of asylum for them are greatly apnre-
ciated,

Sincerely yours,

J, W, Pehle
Executive Director

Mr, Henry A, Weil,
Freaident,

_ﬁﬁ' le Beth-Or,

102 Clayton Street,
PO, Box 1150,
Montgomery 2, Alabama,

Lnclosures,

w\" Mﬂu‘tuhttuntur 6=-20-44
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HEHRY A. WEIL, PRESIDENT Max EISENBERG. TREASURER
ADOLPH LOEB, VicE PRESIDENT SELMA MARCUS, SEcRETARY
e Temple Beth-Or w88
uf/{ 102 CLAYTON STREET 'Ill'l‘ifﬁlﬁl'
P. O. Box 1150 Ta: Files
MONTGOMERY 2, ALABAMA Ans. g,
June 13, 1944 [ PN . —
' T
EUGENE BLACHSCHLEGER By

President Fronklin D, Roesevelt
The White House
Washington, D.C,

De~r President Roosevelt:

At a meetins of the Board of Administratlon of Kahl
Montgzonery a motion was unanimously adopted expressing
our appreciation to you for your lendership nnd vision
in championing the cuse of the afflicted through the
crestion of the War Rafugee Foard which has endorsed
the plan of "Free Ports,” The establighment of these
t¥pee Ports" is in keeping with the spirit of America
and we trust that a1l Amerlcans of every rece, creed
and color will support this nmmanitarisn project, &

Witk all sood wishes, I em

Sincerely yours,

Hitsm
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Dear Mrs. larasl:

The President has referred to me your recent latter
and its enclosurs concerning the establishment of temporary
havens in the United 3tates for refugees,

1 am sure you will be glad to know of the President's
sction in establishing an Emergency Refugee Shelter at Fort
Ontario, Oswego, New Tork. Copies of his recent message to
Congress, his cablegram to Ambassador Murphy in Algiers, and
his memorandum of June B, 1944, to the heads of the agencies
concerned in the execution of the project are enclosed.

Your concern for the fate of refugees and your
{nterest in the problem of providing places of asylum for
them are greatly appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

J. W, Fehle
Exscutive Director

Mrs. Jack lsrael, President,
Ladies Aid and Sisterhood,

Temple B'Nai Israel
Oklahoms uu;.m-.

Enclosures,

W v EBTowleriinp 6/26/44
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Hom, Franklin Delano Rocsevelt,
Prosident of the United States,
Washington, D, C.
Dear Mr, President:-
I am enclosing herewlth a resclution adopted at a
recent mesting of our organizatiom in the hope that you will give
game your earnest consideratiom.
We lnow that you have expressed to the Congress your
interest in the matter of setting up Free Ports, or temporary
havens for the pitiful refugees of the invaded countries until
victory is won and these people can be repatriated. We urge upon
you a continued interest and insistence that as many as posgible
of these refugees may find such havens in the United States and
other available countries.
Respectfully youra,
AP Ap ' 1/
(Mras. Jack Israel)
President,
Ladies Ald and Sisterhood ~

Temple B'Nai Israel,
Oklshoma City, Okla.

AFFILIATED WitH




JEWISH LADIES AID AND SISTERHOOD
OFELAHOMA CITY, ORKTAHOMA

Resolution Adopted by Jewish Ladies Add and Sisterhood
June 6,1944 Useting

Whereas ,there is evidenoe that Nazi oruelty is on the
inerense now that the Allies have taken the tiative in
the offense and have shown that they mean to defeat Germany,

And whereas,the govermment of the United States of
Amerios ham ghown deep sympathy with the victims of German
nersecution,

Anl wherens,the idea of Free FPorts in the United Hations
for the tenpmr{ regidenos of refugees has been suggeated
to the United Nations,

Therefore be it resolved that we plead with the
Presidient of the United States as one of the leaders of the
United Nations,to met an example for the other Hatioms,by
petting up Free Porte in these United States for the
temporary residence of refugees until viotory is won,and the
refugees,thus eseaping Nazl terror,ean return to thnir home
sountry or to any other land whieh may open its doors to
them.

Respeotfully submitted,

Mfgm,ﬂm
Frog %

s f) Uing.c me@wz;

SFFILIATER ®rim
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Derr Eabbi Silverman:

The President has referred to me your
letter of June 7, 1944, concerning the establish-
ment of temporary havens in the United States for
rafugeas,

1 am sure you will be glad to know of the
President's action in utuuhhing an Bmergency Fefugee
Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York, Copies of
hie recent message to Congress, his cablegram to Ambas-
sador Murphy im Algiers, and his memorandum of June 8,
1944, to the heads of the agencies concerned in the
execution of the project are enclosed,

The concern of your organisation for the
fate of refugees and i%s interest in the problem of
oroviding placés of asylum for them are greatly appre-
cliated,

Sincercly yours,

i, Fehle

J, W, Pehls
Executive Director

Fabbi William B, Silverman,

%%:ﬁm Carolina,

-neclosures,

ﬁv
w BBHutchisoniagr 6-19-44
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Hammi

The President of the United States,
The White House,
Washington, D,C,

To the President:

At a meeting of the Board of Trustees
of Temple Emanuel, Gastonla, N,C,, I was
requested to forward these sentiments to you.

"We heartily endorse the plan of 'free

ports' advocated by the War Refugee Board, whereby
temporary haven may be provided for those who would
otherwlse be exterminated. We commend the Presldent
of the United States for his leadershlip and vision
manifested in champloning the cause of the afflicted.
Especially timely has been his recent creation of
the War Refugee Board, which has already evidenced
its sincere determination to rescue as many as
possible of the victims of Nazilism marked out for
slaughter. We appeal to the consclence of “merica
gn respond to the suggestions of the War Refugee
oard.

May God bless you and keep you = and grant
unto you the strength and vision which are the
requisites of consecrated leadershlp in these
troubled times.

Yours respectfully,

—

hhhi%ffr%—/
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Dear Mr. Feibelman:

The President has referred to me your recent letter
and ite enclosure concerning the establishment of temporary
havens in the United States for refugmes.

1 am sure you will be glad to know of the President's
sction in establishing an Smergency Refugee Shelter at Fort
Ontario, Cswego, New Tork. Coples of his recent message %o
Congress, his cablegram to Ambassador Murphy in Alglers, and
his memorandum of June 8, 1944, to the heads of the agencies
concerned in the execution of the project are enclosed.

Your concern for the fate of refuzees and your
interest in the problem of providing places of asylum for
them are greatly appreciated.

Sincerely yoursa,

J,. W, Pehle
Executive Director

Mr. Herbert U. Feibelman, Acting Secretary,

_Temple Israel,

137 K, E. 19%h Street,
Miami, Florida.

Enclosures.

EBTowler:inp 6/23/44
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ABB| COLMAN A. TWITMAN
CHAPLAIN. U, B ANMY

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF MIAMI, FLORIDA

137 H. E. 18TH STREET

Rampi Jacom TARSHISH

1
a | alyd
g - 1) 2 ILLY REFEHRRI
#OR ACENOWLENGMT.
LM QURSIDERATICN

7 TYrp) 1Y, SRR B
Sexgoicary © the Presidemt

Hon. Franklin D. Roosevelt
The Tihite House
mghington, D« C.

NDear ¥r. Presldent:

I have the honor te submit herewith copy of
rasdlution on free ports, adopted by the Board of Trustees
of Temple Israel of Mami, Florida, reform Jewish conere-
paticon.

o are profoundly grateful for your humanitarian
aet, and trust that wou are able to lend further aid to the
unfortunate viotims of Hitlerism.

"

ith high #steem, we beg to remain

Faithfully vours

Aoting Necretar

HUF :WE

HERBERT U, FEILGEE AN
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TEMPLE IsrRAEL
137 M. E. 187+ BTREET

MIAMI, FLA.

Harbart U. Falhalman

Hon. Franklin D. Roosevelt
The ""hite Houae
Washington, D. C.
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Dear Miss Oxenhandler:

The President has referred to me your recent letter
concerning the Emergency Refugee Shelter being established at
Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York, to give temporary asylum to
spproximately 1,000 refugees who have fled from their homelande
to Southern Italy,

Details of the plan were outlined by the President in
his message to Congress om June 12, his cablegram to Asbassador
Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum %o the agency heads con-
cerned with the execution of the preject. Oeplies of these docu-
ments are enclosed as a matter of interest to you,

I ,ssure you that the War Refugee Board is doing every-
thing in 1ts power to rescus the victims of enemy persecufion and
to find havens of refuge for them where they can resain in safefty
and be ocared for until they can be refurned %o their sown comatries
at the end of the war, Imn this connection, I am wure you will be
interested to know that arrangements have besn and are being made
to provide other facilities %o care for refugees in Aress nearer
to their homelands,

Very truly yours,
thissad) 3. 0. Pakils

J, W, Pehle
Executive Director

Miss Anna Oxenhandler,
Administrative Secretary,

—!H‘! larasl,

610 Boulevard Building,
Mﬂ’-". nm-
Enclosures,

wf EBTowler: 7/20/44
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FHOME TRINITY 13110 #
7 Date__

DETROIT ‘?‘{".’ ¢
June 20, 1944

The President,
Washington, D. C.

gir:

In meeting assembled on Wednesday evening, June 14, 1944,
in Detroit, Temple Israel of Detroit unanimously adopted the
following resolution, and instructed its secretary to forward
it to you for your urgent consideration:

WWHEREAS it has become a matter of public knowledge that
the Jews of Nazi-occuplied countries are marked for extermina-
tion, and

WHEREAS it has also been established that it is still
possible, through the activities of the underground movements
in Europe, through the activities of the War Refugee Board
appointed by the President of the United States, and by other
means, for many Jewish people to escape from Nazi-occupied
Europe;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that we, the members of
Temple Israel at an annual meeting assembled on June 14, 1944,
petition the President of the United Btates to establish in
America and to advocate the establishment in all other avail-
able parts of the world Free Ports in which refugees may find
temporary shelter and care while they await the day of victory
when they can be transferred to their old homes, or to new
homes.

We hail the action of the President of the United States
in establishing Fort Ontario, New York, as one such refuge
for one thousand refugees, and we pet1£1nn him to establish
more Eurts in America, as the need and the opportunity indi-
cate,

Respectfully submitted,

&M

AOilh ANNA OXENHANDLER
Administrative Secretary
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Dgar Mr, Love:

The President has referred to me your
letter of June 24, 1944, concerning the establish-
ment of temvorary havens in the United States for
refuzees,

1 am sure you will be glad to knmow of the
President's action in estnblishing an Bmergency Refugee
Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York., Copies of
his recent mesange to Congrees, his cablegram to Ambne-
sndor Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of June 8,
1944, to the heads of the agencies concerned in the
execution of the project are enclosed,

The concern of your organisation for the
fate of refucees and its interest in the problem of
providing places of asylum for them are greatly
aprreciated,

Sineerely yours,

fOfseaa + =

J, W, Pahle
Exscutive Director

Nr, N, J, Love,
Secretary,

_E-_-ﬂ.-_ ls
ishland and Moody Avenues,
New Castle, Pennsylvania,

Enclosures,

ﬁ/.j HBHutchison:agr 6-30-44
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? TEMPLE ISRAEL |/ o (43
HIDHLAND AND MOODYAVEHUES 9 ET&NY
LED E :::RI'I‘I . s N.:.. CASTLE. PA, i é"f!i-' 3 ].‘\)/*?ﬂu: -
&4 June 24th .Jﬂfﬂ.‘ S “:-'-ﬁ"ll

" Mﬁm-' -'n..'...'.:_;__-
Hon, Franklin D, Roosev&} , 1 cn gy . SIS S0
President of the United States of AnkMdige — o r—
White House, ;
Washington, D.C.

fd'ﬂ“ua_-.ul Iy Srase T
Sewaalery w0 the Proakdey
Honorable Prepident;-

The Board of Trustees of Temple Israel has
gone on record as comméending the President of the
United States of America for his leadership and
vision manifested in championing the cause of the
afflicted, not only by words btut 4y forthright
deedn, Especially timely has been his recent
creetion of the War Refugee Boar as a
ready evidericed its-sincere n to
rescu® as many as poesible of thoee victims of
Neziiem otherwise marked out for wholesale
slaughter in the extermination chambers of

Europe, We heartily endoree the plan of "Free
Ports" advocated by the War Refugee Eoard,
whereby temporary haven may be provided for those
who would otherwise be murdered to the last man,
We agree that America can do no less for these,
our allies and fellow-foes of Naziiem, than we

de for our enemies who, as prisonere of war, are
provided with at least such temporary sojourn

and sedurity, We appeal to the conscience of
America to respond immediatley to this suggestion
of the War Refugee Board, and we call upon all of
our congregations and their members, as well =os
upon all our fellow-citizene, to esave the lives
of thousands and even hundreds of thousands,
ctherwise destined for nmass extermination, hy
setting up at once such free ports, such islands

of temporary rescue, upon the free and cherished
goll of Americe.

Yours very truly,
TENPLE ISRAEL"

OF TRUSTEES,
% ] %ﬂ‘f—-—*
H. L]

Love, Secy.



TEMPLE ISRAEL
HIOHLAND AND MODODY AVENLUES
MEW CASTLE, PA.

The Hon. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
White House,
. : Washington, D, .
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In reply please
refer to: 1682
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Dear Mr. Templeton:

The President has referred to me your recent letter
concerning the Emergency Refugee Shelter being established at
Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York, to give temporary asylum teo
approximately 1,000 refugees who have fled from their homelands
to Southern Italy.

Details of the plan were cutlined by the President in
his message to Oongress on June 12, his cablegram to Ambassador
Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum %o the agency heads ocon-
cerned with the execution of the project. Copies of these docu-
ments are enclosed as a matter of interest to you,

1 assure you that the War Refugee Board is doing every-
thing in its power to rescue the viotims of enemy persecution and
to find havens of refuge for them where they can remain in safeiy
and be cared for until they can bde returned to their own countries
at the end of the war. In this connéotion, I am sure you will be
interested to know that arrangements have been and are being made
to privide other facilities to care for refugees in areas nearer
to their homelands,

Very truly yours,

(Siamed) 7. €. Pabls

J, W, Pehle
Executive Director

Nr, Herbert A, T aton,

Herbert A, Templeton Lumber Company,
Terminal Sales Building,

Fortland, 6, Oregon,

Bnolosures,

EBTowlert 7/20/44
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HERBERT A. TEMPLETON LUMBER COMPANY
LUMBER AND SHINGLES

TEAMIMAL BALES BLUILDIND

PORTLAND 5. OREGON

June 13, 1944

The Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

May I express my gratification at the
| progress being made by your War Refugee Board towards
| meeting that overwhelming problem. May I further
|express the wish that more and still more may be
done until our nation will have led the world in a

| complete solution of the problem.

Yours very truly,

HAT :W

—

1682

W.R B
Filing Authority
To: Files
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In reply please
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2041

My dear Rev. Thompsont

The President has referred to me your letter of
June 21, 1944, concerning the establishment of temporary
hawana in the mited Ttatas for refugees.

I am gure you will be glad to kmow of the President's
action in establishing an Emergency REsfuges Thelter at Fort
Ontario, Oswego, New York. Coples of his recent message to
Congress, his gablegram to Ambassador Marphy in Alglers, and
his memorandum of June 8, 1944, to the heads of the agencies
congerned in the sxegution of the nrojset nre snclomed.

Your concern for the fate of refugees and your
inter-st in the problem of providing places of asylum for
them nre greatly apprecinted.

Singerely yours,

J. ¥, Pehle
Executive Director

He . A, Brownlow Thompson,
Brin.ol, Yew Hampahire.

Enclosures.

EBTowler:inp 6/26/44
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Ia reply pliease
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Dear Mies "horna:

resident wonevelt has referred to me your letter of July 18,
1944, concernin~ the nlight of the Jewish nenple in ‘urope,

On Junuary 27, 1944, the President created the "ar efu-ee Hoard
for the purpose of tnking all possible weasures to rescus and save the
vietims of enemy opnresnion who are in imminent danger of death, and to
atford them all poseible relief and sseistance consistent with the succes=-
ful prosecution of the war,

To wmccomwlisl the purpose for which it was créated, the War

Hefugee Board hos initinted nmumerous measures to mssiet persons to escare
from enemy and enemy-occuvied count:-des, to ind hevens of refure for them,
to obtain beitter trentment for those for whom esceve is not porsible, and
to induce the satellite countries to desist from cooperating with the Nagi
policy of versecutinn nnd extar-inatlon of minority promles, The Hoard has
statinned represent-tives in atratogic countries in order to mmedite thess
meapures,

In connection with the problem of iinding pluces of saylum for
those who are enavled to escare from ensmy-controlled areas, you will be
interested to <now thrt the i resident has recently talen amctiorn to estnb-
1ish an Emersency “efugee Shelter at Fort Untario, Uswego, New York, which
is equinned to cere for ancroximately 1,000 refuress until they can be re-
turned to thelr homalands, at the end of the war,

I pssure you that the doard is doing sveryt-ins in its pover teo
mchieve its hurnritarinan objectives, knovins thet the msaesure of ite success
will be the number of lives saved,

Sincerely yours,

(Bigued) 4. W, Pedlo

J, ¥, Pahle
“gacutive Uireator

Migs Margaret Thorne,
345 rest 88th Street,
Hew York 24, New York,

W mutnhhnlm 7-31-44 W"‘
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refer to:

JUN 27 1948

2021

My dear Rev, Toomay:

The President has referred to me your letter of
June 17, 1944, concerning the establishment of temporary
havens in the United States for refugees.

I am sure you will be glad to know of the President's
agtion in establishing an Emergency Refugee Shelter at Fort
Ontario, Oswego, New York. Coples of his recent message to
Congress, his cablegram to Ambassador Murphy in Alglers, and
his memorandum of Jume 8, 1944, to the heads of the agencies
concerned in the execution of the project are enclosed.

Your concern for the fate of refugees and your
interest in the problem of providing places of asylum for
them are greatly appreciated.

Sincerecly yours,

J. W, Pehle
Executive Director

Rev, John Barron Toomay,
467 Baughman Avenue
Claremont, California.

Enclosures.

EBTowler:inp 6/26/44
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Dear Mrs, Trachtenberg:

Thank you for your comsunications of June 6,
1944, to the President and to me, concerning the estab-
lishment of tempo-ary havens in the United States for
refugees,

I am sure you will be glad to know of the
FPresident's action in establishing an Emergency HRefugee
Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New TYork, Coples of
his recent message to Congress, his cablegram to Ambas-
sador Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of June 8,
1944, to the heads of the agencies concerned in the
execution of the project are enclosed,

Tour concern for the fate of refugees and
your intersst in the problem of vnroviding places of
asylum for them are greatly appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

J, W, FPehle
Executive Diresctor

Mrs, C, Trachtenberg,
3862 Bedford Avenue,
Brooklyn, New York,

Enclosures,

wp QX REButchisontagr 6-14-44
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JUN 17 1944

Dear Miss Trainer:

The President has referred to me your com-
munication of June 6, 1944, concerning the establishment
of temporary havens in the United States for refugees,

I am sure you will be glad to know of the
President's action in establishing an Emergency Hefugee
Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York. Copies of
hir recent message to Congress, his cablegram to Ambas-
sador Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of June 8,
1944, to the heads of the agencies concerned in the
execution of the project are enclosed,

Your concern for the fate of refugees and
your interest in the problem of providing places of
asylum for them are greatly appreciated,

Sincerely yours,
[81pmed! 7. W. Fonls
J, W, Pehle

Evecutive Director

Miss Hilda Trainer,
1156 - 63rd Street,
Brooklyn 19, New York,

Enclosures,

v
mutehilnnlqr 6-15-44
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In reply please
refer to! 3008

Denr My, Traum!

Thank you for your letter of July 12, 1944, concerning
the establishment of temporary havens in th- United States for
refugees,

I am sure you will be glad to know of the Fresident's
action in establishing an Bmergency Hefugee Shelter at Fort
Ontario, Qeswego, New York, Copies of his recent message to
Congress, his cablegram to Ambassador Murphy in Algiere, and his
memorandum of June 8, 1944  to the hends of the agencies concerned
in the execution of the project are enclosed,

Your concern for the fate of refugees and your interest
in the problem of providing places of asylum for them are greatly
appreciated,

Sincerely yours,

IBignad) 3. ¥, Palls

J. d, Pehle
Executive Uirector

Hr, Samuel B, Traum,
16 Brokaw Lane,
Great Neck, New York,

Enelosures,

w v W HBH, tchisoniagr 7-19-44
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UNION OF AMERICAN
W.R.B.

HEBREW CONGREGATIONS ; nappi MAURICE N. Ei1sEN Ry, Authomidy
YoiFilos————

THIRTY-FOUR WEST SIXTH STREET - CINCINNATI ‘I‘lﬂf
o Ans. Req.

e
Iniial ﬁ 5 :

June 19, 1944

Mr, J. W, Pehle, Executive Director
War Refugee Board
Washington 25, D, C.

Refer to: 821
My dear Mr. Pehle:

I want te thank you so very much
for your recent communication dealing with
the "free port" proposal. I have read with
the deepest interest and appreciation the
varlous enclosures contained in your letter,
and I am delighted to note the progress that
is being made.

Once again thanking you for keep-
ing me informed of the development of this
most worthy activity in which I am so wvitally
interested, I anm,

Yours most sincerely,

MNE:SG f’ f 5M Z%‘{ :
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JUN 15 1944

In reply please
refer to: BZ21

Dear Mr. Eisendrath:

8ince my reply to your recent letter to the
President concerning temporary havens in the United
States for refugees, the President has taken motion
for the sstablishment of an Emergency Refugee Shelter
at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York. I am sure you will
ba intareatad inrou!ingthl attached copies of the

President's rscent message to mmm
of June 8, 1944, to Ambassador ¥o I-ﬁh.ﬂ;hn.
ndhll_nr-d_ufﬂ'_ll to the agency heads

sonoerned with the execution of the plan.

Lot me take this opportunity to thank you
again for the interest which you have expressed in
this matter.

Very truly yours,

- R n.._\-"'

J. W. Pshle
Exeoutive Dirsotor

Jr. Maurice N. Eisendrath,

Ddreoctor,

The Union of Ameriean Hebrew
! egations,

34 West Btreet,

Cinoinnati, Ohio.

Enolosurea;
EERowler: db 14 &4
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In reply pleass
refor to: 631

Dear Mr. Bisendrath:

The President has recerred to me your
letter of May 27, 1944, and 1ts snclosure, concern-
ing the establishment of tesporary havens for refugees.

Your interest in this probles is appreciated .

Very truly yours,

4. ¥, Pehle
Executive DMrsctor

Nr. Maurice N, Eisendrath,
Diresctor,

The EEEg! of American Hebrew

34 Veut Bixeh Strest,
Cincinnati, Ohio,

W ﬂ.ﬁtﬂﬂ!ﬂnu‘r 5-30-44 9’#’*——'
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MATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPFLE YOUTH M__"'-__—‘
Dengiar

= g4 wesT socrn sTaeer <+ CINCINNATIL, OHIO *- riose PArkway 7345
EXECUTIVE BOARD
i Ty Wi
FPutabwrph Pl Aohs WLENGMEN] -
mon I e, Gloetens ST Ol RN TN May 23, 1944

Cypetnhaimer, Bellimert i s -ulgﬂw

Lssssw . Absuancer, Toleds The Honorable Franklln D. Roosavelt”
’::-...u_'mm Prosident of the Unlted Statas

Joma Coliam, Drosdiys. Tha White douse

Lisrd W, Dishalogial, Sien Frassises Washington,
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Lear ¥r. Roosevelb:
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I am pleased to send you herewlth
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copy of a resclutlion adopted by the
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Administrative Committee of the Unlon of

;

it

AT CS—— American Hebrew Congregatlons at its meeting

i
|

in Cineinnati on kiay 21, 1944,
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[y ——— Reapactfully yours,

Lot . Manm, Chivage . =

prrsatainat Maurice N, Elssndrath’
Thovisors 1. Prprer, Waskingies, B, €. Lirector
Advdph Rasrbserg, foa. immati 5 i_‘[.:j.l-:‘rl:‘!lf

Bewnrd G, Sang, Ghivegs Enol.
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RESOLUTION ON FREE FORTS
Adopted by the Adminlatrative Committee of
the Unlon of Amerlcan Hebrew Bungngntim-
at Its Meeting Held Sunday, May 21, 1944,
at Clnelnnati, Chlo
keurice N, Elsendrath
Director '

America was founded by refugees; by refugees fleelng from
religlous persecution and raclal bigotry. This great natien
"eonceived In 1iberty" has been pecullarly sensitlve to the cry
of 1ts brothers' blood wherever end whenaver they have been
snaloved and persecuted, Farticularly because of its deep re-
1igious heritage and character, belleving that men are endowed
by thelr Creator with certaln inalienable righta, among thease
being 1iberty, the pursult of happiness, and above all, 1life,
America has been the traditional haven of those who have been
robbed of these preclous possessions.

The hour has come when America must once agaln rlse to
this, her manifest destiny, when the God who led our early
Foundinz Fathers to this richly dowered land 1s calllng upon us
to "bring forth the priscner from the prison house and those
that dwell in darkness from the dungeon.”

e commend the President of the United States for his
l1eadership and vislon manifested in champleoning the cause of
the afflicted, not only by words but by forthright deeds, Espec-
tally timely has been his recent creatlon of the War Refugee
Soard, which has already evidenced its slncere determinatlon to
rescue as many as possible of those victims of Nazllsm otherwlse




marked out for wholesale slaugchter in the extermination chambers
of Europe, We heartily endorse the plan of "free’ports" advo-
cated by the War Refugee Board, whereby temporary haven may be
provided for those who would otherwise be murdered to the lasat
man, We agree that America can de no less for these, our allles
and fellow-foes of Nazilsm, than we do for our enemlies who, as
priscners of war, are provided with at least such temporary
sojourn and security,

We appeal to the conacience of America to respond im-
mediately tc thls sugzestlion of the War Refugee Eoard, and we
c¢all upon all of our congregations end their membera, as well as
upon all our fellow-cltizens, to save the lives of thousands and

even hundreds of thousands, otherwise destined for mass exter-

mination, by setting up at once such free ports, such lslands of

temporary rescue, upon the free and cherished scll of America,

= I



JUN G 1944
In reply please
reder to: BE7

Dear Dy, Nirenstelnt

I have your letter of May 25, 1944, goncerning
the sstablishment of temporary havems for rafugess,

Your intereat in this problem is appreciated,

Very truly yours,

J, W, Pehle
Executive Director

Dy, Samusl Nirenstein,

305 Bromdway,
New York 7, New York.

@iﬂuhhlmnlm 6244 'VH -
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- BORToL SORY

THE UNION' OF ORTHODOX JEWISH CONGREGATIONS OF AMERIcL!!"J Authority

o: Fill
306 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 7, N. Y. Ans. M
No. Ans. Req. .
TELEPHONE: BEEKman 3-4034 Initial ...
Date .
May 26, 1944

Hon., John W. Pehle
War Refugee Board
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Pehle:

On behalf of our orgenization may I
urge you to make every effort to establish rescue
zones in the United States for the purpose of
enabling homeless refugees to find temporary havens
of refuge in this country until such time as proviselone
could be made to setile them permanently elsehwere.
This humanitarian gesture on your part would be a
tangible manifestation to the world that we not only
speak of and fight for human rights, but that we also
implement these ideals by appropriate actlon.

S8incerely yours,
J
/8/ SAMUEL NIRENSTEIN

Dr. Samuel Nirenstein
President

SN:mb



JUN 19 1948

In reply please

refer to:

%

Dear Miss Benediot:

Sinoe my reply to your recent letter concern-
ing temporary havens in the United States for refugees,
the President has taken sction for the establishment of
an Emergency Refugee Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego,
New York. 1 am sure you will be interested in reading
the attached copies of the President's recent message to
Congress, his cablegram of June 8, 1944, %o Ambassador
Robert Murphy in Alglers, and his memorandum of the same
date to the agenoy heads conocerned with the exsoution of
the th-

Let mes take this opportunity to thank you
again for the interest which you have expressed in this
matter.

Very truly yours,

3

J- w. th-
Exeoutive Director

Miss Huth Benediot

Unitarian Fellowship for
2956 West Bighth Street,
Los Angeles, California.

Enclosures:

EnTowler:db 6/16/44
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MAY 10 1944

Dgar Miss Bemsdist!

“;—fnmhthr‘lnﬂﬂ,

(Bigmed) 7. W, Pehle

J. ¥, Fehle
Exscutive Directoer

Miss Buth Bamsdiet,

2938 Vest Bighth Street,
Low Angeles, Califormia,

Faee Yol
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UNITARIAN FELLOWSHIP FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE Filing

“To sesiain oas ansilas in whsled actisn agiins! socid imhlkes r“'ﬁh
sad in tha reskiation of Taligions (desls i pressci-day society.” Ans.
LOB ANDELEE BRANEH No. Ans. Reg, _
A WIET BI@ETHE BTRELY It.ﬂ‘l"ﬂf
LEE AHBELER, CALIFOER
Dute

April 17, 1944

Tar Megugees Board )
Attention Mr, John 7, Fehle, i rector

s Dapnrtment of Stote
‘aghangton, D,C,

Dear Sarni
1 al; Loe An=-

May the Unitarien FellowehaPEgar .
,,‘

gel=e Sranch, ing to your attentizn attnohed propoeml
for n free port for refugess ar out Ll tP: Se uel Jrofton?
- -

We appreciate the eflorte w ch you hnve made nndare

ing for the relief of thece eruelly guffering pecplee and
rocogni e the frot that “{poa port" may net be a mmple met=
tar o obtoin; but we fesl =uTec you will not weh tordinregerd

‘£
eny cuggeetion which mey epeed the machanery of rofugees relisl
and esave nt neny peonle ae poecible, Ap Grafton pointe out,
the Tnited States ought to do ne much Be poeglble 1teell to

be able to agk others more peraua 1vely.

Tours vary trull¥,

{(Miee}Ruth Fenedrct' for the Exsoutive Committes




MAY 29 1544

In reply please
rafer to: 736

Dgar Mr, Brundage!

Thank you for your telegram of May 17, 1944,
concerning the establishment of temporary havene for
refugeesn

Your interest in this nroblem i armrecinted,

Very truly yours,

(3igned) =« N.

J, W, Fehle
Exescutive DMrector

Mr. Pereival Brundage,
Chairman,

tarian Service Committee,
40 East Z88h Street,
Hew York, Now Tork,

Free . [anla

. HBHutchisonisgr B-24-44 o
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NEWYORK NY MAY 17 1944 313P '.'"”4' --'G"‘""'
JOHN W PEHLE,EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR et -
WAR REFUGEE BOARD MAIN TREASURY BLDG "

NEWYORK UNITARIAN SERVICE COMMITTEE EXPRESSES HEARTY APPROVAL
Of THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE WAR REFUGEE BOARD AND OF 1TS
PLANS FOR ESTABLISHMENT IN THE UNITED STATES AND OTHER COUNTRIES
OF FREE' PORTS FOR REFUGEES '
PERCIVAL BRUNDAGE® CHAIRMAN  UNITARIAN'SERVICE COMMITTEE
40 EAST 35 ST :
336P

SO
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reter vor T8 MAY 20 1944

Dear Mr. Sariteky:

Thank you for your letter of May 15, 1944,
congerning the establishment of Semporary haveas for
refugess.

Tour interest is mmsh appresiated.

Very truly yours,

- pt @ m DRI

J,. ¥, Pehle
Exesutive Mrecter

Mr, Max Zariteky,

Fresidemt,
g, = o
1linery International

Uniem,
245 Fifth Avemue,
Now Tork, New Tork.

0, K Fre | E:fj'r

£oi0 PhmBEaenteon: 5/20/44 4 -



/.r 132

. CoPxY W.R. B
UNITED' HATTERS, CAP AnD MILLINERY WORKERS INTERNATIONAL UN IOM ng Authority
246 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. To: Files
Telephone, MUrray Hill 3 - 1881 Ans. Sjatf44
MAX ZARITSKY, WICHAEL F. GREEME, MART IN LANLOR,"
Pregident General Secretary Lab %i_turriarr

= GORTRCL SOPY

Hon. John W, Pehle, Director,
War Refugee Board,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Pehle:

On behalf of our organization, I am writing to endorse the proposal
which I understand 1s rncuirin% the consideration of your Board %o
establish "free ports® in the United States for refugees who may etill
be able to escape from the Nazi inferno.

It seems to us that the very least humane nations of the world might
do to save the hundreds of thousands of people who have been singled
out for slaughter 1s to give them a temporary haven of refuge until
the storm blows over. Without departing from our eetablished policles
with reespect to immigration and without lncurring any risks, our
nation can not only help save thousands of people who would otherwise
be doomed, but 1t can also preserve inviolate one of the traditlons

of our country of which we are most proud: that we have provided

an asylum for victims of politlecal, religious and racial persecutlion.

The time is extremely short. As we plan and dlscuss more and more,
these victims go to their death.

We hope that the idea of "free port:‘ will not only be adopted but
that it will be adopted soon and put into effect with the least possibli
delay.

I am sure that I need not argue with you the humaneness of the
proposal. I do hope that the plan can be approved and put into
effect without delay.

Thanking you for whatever consideration you may be able to give this
plea, I am

S8incerely yours,
/8/ Max Zaritsky'
FPresident



In reply please

rafer toi

W«

e JUN 27 1944

Dear Sirs!

The President has referred to me your recent
communication quoting & resolution adopted by your organization
concerning the establishment of temporary havens in the United
States for refugees.

1 am sure you will be glad to know of the President's
action in establishing an Emergency Refugee Shelter at JFort
Ontario, Oswego, New York. Coples of his recent message 1o
Congress, his cablegram %o Ambassador Murphy in Algiers, and
his memorandum of June 8, 1944, to the heads of the agencies
concerned in the execution of the project are enclosed.

Your concern for the fate of refugees and your
{ntersst in the problem of providing plages of asylum for
them are grently appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

J. W, Pehle
Executive Director

Mr. 1. 5, Goldstein, President,
Mr. Michael M. Mathes, Secretary,
United Hebrew Congregation,

226 5. Skinker, '

st. Louls 5, Missouri.

Enclosures.

EBTowler:iinp 6/26/44
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\\ .SOLUTION ON FREE PORTS

Adopted by the Executive Committee of the W.R. B.
United Hebrew Congregation, St. Louis, Me. Filing Authority
at a meeting held on Sunday, June 11, 1944 To: Files

Ans.

'___—-_
In the spirit of America, our beleved country Jlﬁﬁgm
on the principles of religious liberty and establl on
the truth that "all men are endowed by their Creat o
certain inalienable rights, among these being life, liber-

ty and the pursuit of happiness", we,the members of the

Executive Committee of the United Hebrew Congregatlion beg

to submit to the President of the United States the follow-

ing resolution:

The hour has come for America to rise to her fullest
and richest r:sponslbllitg‘:. Indeed, she must ralize her
manifest destiny, as the "land of the free and the home of
the brave." She must stretch out her hand to the oppressed
and rejected by the hand of tyranny acress the seas. She
must do this because of the high leadership which is hers,
even in the President of the United States who is the out-
standing champion of the cause of the afflicted; who)by
his leadership and vision, has recently created the War
Refugee Beard, an agency which is to serve in the rescue
of as many as possible of the victims of Nagzliism who are
surely marked for exterminatlion in the horror chambers of
Europe.

We heartily endorse the plan of "Free Ports" advecated by the
War Refugee Board, so that temporary haven at least may be
provided for those who are otherwise doomed to dle.

Surely the conscience of America must respond [mme-
diately to this suggestion of the War Refugee Board, and
we sincerely hope and pray that the Presidents hands may
be strengthened to lead and to guide our fellow citizens
towards the salvation of thousands, yea, hundreds of thou=
sands of lives, otherwise destined for mass extermination,
by setting up such free ports immediately upon the free and
precious soll of America.

el omatf Por ot

Attested to: Michael M. Mathes, Becy.
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His Excellency, Franklin D. Roosevelt,

White House,
Washington, D. C.



JUN 19 1044

In reply please

rafer to:

Gentleman:

Since my reply to your recent letters conoern-
ing temporary havens in the United States for refugees,
the President has taken action for the establishment of
an Emergenoy Hefuges Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego,
Bew York. I am sure you will be interested in reading
the attached copies of the President's recent message
to Congress, his oablegram of June 8, 1944, to Ambassador
Robert Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of the same
date to the agenoy heads concerned with the exsout ion
of the plan.

Let me take this opportunity to thank you again
for the interest which you have expressed im this matter.

Very truly yours,

J- 'o m-
Executive Director

Mr. Reuben Guskin,
President,

Mr. William Wolpert,
Executive Secretary,
United Hebrew Trades of the
State of New York,

175 East Broadway,
New York 2, New York.

Enclosures:

EBTowler:db 6/16/44
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refer tor 609 MAY 17 1944

Gentlemen:

Thank you for your letters of May B, 1944,
to the Fresident and to me, concerning the establish-
ment of temporary havems for refugess,

Teur intersst is much appreciated,

Yery truly yours,

J, ¥, Palle
Executive Director

Nr, REguben Ouskin,
Fresidant,

Mr, ¥illiam Yelpers,
Executive Sseretery,
ted of the

175 Bast Broadway,
Now Tork 2, New Tork,

M @\\ l‘uimllﬂlll 61644 }—/&‘ e
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UNTED ESREY TRADES orme STATE OF<fE S0k
Y

# o 08, B
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WILLIAM WOLPERT t
Eurcutive Sacnetary !

Prealdesnt Franklin D. Roosevslt;
Thita Houas,
Washington, D. C.

Eonorable Sir:

As sarly as last Septomber, a delegatlon of Amerlean Labor,
tealsd by Presidsnt Willlam Jreen, of the Amerlcan Fsderation of
Labor, and President Philip Murray, of the Congress of Industrial
Orzanlzations, submitted a memorandum to the 3tate Dapartmwent,
appsalling "to our Government and to the governments of the Unitad
Yations, to admit to all territories, under thelr control, Jewish
refugees who may succesd in escaping from the Yazi hell.”

Today, seven months later, Hitlsr stands on the brlink of dlsaster.
The terman legions are in retrsat everywhere. But the sufferings
and the persecutions of the Fascist vlctlimsz have not been halted.
According to recent reports, the Wazls have, ln deaperationm,
fntansified thelr hestlial terror. Grave dangsr threatens milllons
of psople in tortured Burops. Only swift actlon can save them now,.
Yot words, or even tears, will have the power to restore or save
thelr livesz,

We have lesrned that the War Refuges Boapd has under serlous
conalderation a plan to oStablish “"free orts™ In the Unlted Statas,
vhore refugees from Hitlerlsm can r1nd sEaIEar untll they ars
settled in permanent homes. The proposal haa been endaorsed by
lending newspapera throughout the country.

We conslder the establlishment of "fres ports,” which would glve
1nnocent vietima of the raging halocaust, the privlilege we now
accord Axls prisoners, & most practical and feaslble one.

The plan would not only provide temporary human "free port" zones,
and safe refuge, and thereby save the llves of lonocent peorle
fortunats to sacape the clawa of the Gestapo, but would also
demonstrate moat dramatically to the whole world the dogsed
detarmination of the American Government and the American people
to spare no effort in saving a3 many of the sufferers as possible.



Preallent Franklin D. Roosevelt -T Yay 8, 1944

Xorsover, we helleve that the adoption and the effectuation of
the plan will help stay the brutal Nazi hand and wlll further
encourage the ever-growing reslstance to German barbarlasm,.

The plan has our wholshearted aupfort and we reapectfully urge
its lmrediate adoptlon.

Reapectfully yours,

Hioins At

Reuben Guskin,
Presldent,

(LYY TRV

Willlam Wolpert;
Executlve Secretary,
United Hebrew Trades,

afoe
23078



: CONTROL COPY

UNITED HEBREW TRADES OF THE STATE OF NEw SORKAuthority

175 East Broadway To: Files
Hew York 2, H. Y. Ans.
Orchard 4-2/53-U-F Mo, Ans. ROG:
[T —————
Date
May 8, 19uy

Mr. John W, Pehle, Director,
war Refugee Board,
wWashington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

As early as last September, a delegation of American labor,
neaded by President William Green, of the American Federation
of Labor and President Philio Murray, of the Congress of
Industrial Crganizations, submitted a memorandum to the State
Department, appealing "to our Government and to the govern-
ments of the United Nations, to admit to all territories,
under their control, Jewish refugees wno may succeed in es-
caping from the Nazi hell."

Today, seven months later, Hitler stands on the brink of
disaster. The German legions are in retreat everywhere. But
the sufferings and the persecutions of the Fascist victime
have not been halted. According to recent reports, the
Nazis have, in desperation, intensified their bestial terror.
Grave danger threatens millions of people in tortured Eurone.
Only swift action can save them now. Not worde, or even
tears, will have the power to restore or save their lives.

We have learned that the War Refugee Board has under serious
consideration a plan to establish "free ports" in the United
States, where refugees from Hitlerism can find shelter until
they are setiled in permanent homes. The proposal has been
endorsed by leading newspapers throughout thne country.

4e consider the establishment of "free ports", which would give
innocent victims of the raging halocaust, the privilege we now
accord Axis prisoners, a most practical and feasible one.

The plan would not only provide temporary human "free port"’
sones, and safe refuge, and thereby save the lives of inno-
cent people fortunate to escape the claws of the Gestapo,
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but would also demonstrate most dramatically to the whole
world the dogzed determination of the American Government and
the American peonle to spare no effort in saving as many of
the sufferers as vossible. :

Moreover, we believe that the adootion and the effectuation of
the plan will help stay the brutal Nazi and will further
encourage the ever-growing resistance to German barbarism.

The plan has our wholehearted support and we respectfully urge
its immediate adoption.

Respectfully yours,

(signed) Reuben Guskin’
Reuben Guskin,
President.

(signed) William Wolpert’
William wWolpert,
Executive Secretary,
United Hebrew Trades.

afoe
23076



THE WHITE HOUSE |
WASHINGTON

June 5, 1944

Respectfully referred to the

War Refugee Board for consideration

and acknowledgment.

WILLIAM D. HASSHEIT
Secretary to the President
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NEWYORK NY JUN 2 1544
HON FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT™

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
WITH DEEP GRATITUDE FOR YOUR APPROVAL OF THE FREE'PORT FOR
REFUGEES AND FOR YOUR NOBLE EFFORTS TO AID THE UNFORTUNATE
JEVS FROM THE NAZI SCOURGE, VE PLEAD THAT EVERYTHING POSSIBLE
BE DONE TO SAVE THE 800,000 JEWS IN HUNGARY'

THE UNITED  HUNGARIAN JEWS OF AMERICA 1834 BROADWAY

NEWYORK NY.

TR )



In reply pleass JUL 21 ”

refer to: 2627

Dear Mr. Goldberg:

The President has referred to me your recent letter
concerning the Emergency Refugee Shelter bdeing established at
Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York, to give temporary asylum to
approximately 1,000 refugees who have fled from their homelands
to Southern Italy.

Detalls of the plan wers ocutlined by the President in
hies message to Congress on Jume 12, his eablegram to Ambagsador
Hurphy in Alglers, and his memorandum to the agency hsads con-
gerned with the exegution of the projeet. Coples of these doou-
ments are enclosed as a matter of interest to you.

I assure you that the VWar Refugee Board is doing every-
thing in its power to rescus the victims of enemy persecution and
to find havens of refuge for them where they cam remain in safety
and be cared for until they cam be returned to their own countries
at the end of the war. In this comnection, I am sure you will be
interested to kmow that arrangsments have been and are being mades
to provide other facilities to care for refugees in arsas nearer
to their homelands.

Sincerely yours,

(Mgned) 4. 9. Nlle

J. W, Pehls
Executive Director

Mr. Ned Goldberg,

Executive Director,

United Jewish Community of Harrisburg,
1110 North Third Street,

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania,

Enclosures.

RN BBfowler:inp 7/20/44
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Jmﬂ 21 Leduiery W e Freskden
1944

His Excellency Franklin D. "cosevelt
President of the Unlted States of Averica
White House

Washdington, U. €,

Dear Mr. President:

May we respectfully present h&rr‘lﬁth,
a copy of & resolutiom in support of establishment of
eamps for refugess from Europe, approved by the Annual
Meeting of the United Jewish Community of Harrisburg, a
community orpganization representing 5000 Jewigh residents
in this area.

Fespectful ly yours,
)-Hx
Ned Goldberg

HG:bb Executive Director

1933

+ TENTH ANNIVERSARY + 1943

of the United Jewish Community of Harrisburg
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RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF ESTABLISHMENT
OF CANPS FOR REFUGEES FROM EUROFE

=

SO o MY 85 WL
WHEREAS, by order of President Roosevelt, facilities for

the care of refupees from Nazl persecution, numbering approximately 1,000

have been established on the Atlantic Coast of the United States, and
WHFHEAS, it is of important concern to all pecples to save

as many lives as poseible from Magi destruction and savagery and thelr at-

tempt to externmimate minority groupe, and
WHEHEAS, in the interests of humanity, of saving lives and

of setting an example to the other Allicd NHations, it is vital to protect as

many of Hitler's viotims as possible,

THEREFORE,

EE IT RESOLVED, at the Anmuel Meeting of the United Jewish
Community of Harrisburg, held et the Jewish Community Center on June 14, 1944,
that we unanimously extend to our Presldent, congratulations on the establishment
of this place of refupe in a land which hae long been known es & haven for the
oppressed, and

BE IT FURTHEKR RESQLVED, that we urge our Fresident, and the
agencies involved in this effort, to extend their efforts in order to protect
and plve refuge to as many of Hitler's victims ms possible, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resclution be

sent to President hoosevelt and to “enators Yavis and Guffey.



In reply please
refer to: 1401

Dear Mr, Wolkoff:

The President has referred to me your
letter of June 7, 1944, concerning the establish-
ment of temporary havens in the United States for
refugees,

I am sure you will be glad to know of the
President's action &n establishing an Emergency Hefugee
Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, Hew York, Conles of
his recent messare to Congress, his cablegram to Ambas-
sador Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of June 8,
1944, to the heads of the agencies concerned im the
execution of the project are enclosed,

. Your organisation's concern for the fate of
refugees and its interest in the problem of providing
places of asylum for them are greamtly arnreclated,

Sincerely yours,

J, ¥, Pehle
Executive Uirector

Mr. Harry K, Wolkoff,
President,

United Jewish Fund and Council,
641 Endicott Building, :
Saint Paul'l, Minnesota.

Enclosures,

WV ﬂbmuchhunu;r 6-20-44
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\5,}
Mnited FJewish Fund and Council 9. R, Lﬁ# I o

641 Endicos Building ¥, : n%mr
SAINT PAUL 1, umunsn’ri/ ﬂ/jm iles |
Ans.

GArfield 1741

We. Ans. Req. ————

Imitia}
Date_
June Tth, 1944,
ou A,
B CumInER. 1,
Hon, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, s, , . ;
Thite House, "J"ﬁrh;.,:;d; <Ny

Vashington, D. Q.
My dear Mr, President:

The United Jewish Fund and Oouneil, comprising more than
thirty commmmnal organizations, and more than 2500 constituent
members, urges your cooperation and youwr approval of the plan
to establish in this country "free ports" for Buropean refugees,

Yo respectfully call te your attention the enclosed editorial
and column which appeared in gur looal press and which, we btelleve,
reflects the sentiments of the overwhelming majority of the local

populace,

With the situation affecting menaced Jews becoming increasingly
alarming, speed of action is of the uwimost importance, Jews in
Hungary and German-occupied Italy appear to be hopelessly trapped
and destined for the same fate as their Folish brethern unless some
plan for their rescue is devised immediately,

As the leader of our great country, you have been loud in
your demunciation of the brutal, ruthless persscution and mass
murdsr of our people abroad, and we feel confident you will do your
utmost to prevent additional innocent thousands from becoming
martyred vietims of Nazimm,

Very respectfully yours,

o TN




“¥d Rather Be Right -
American Havens
For Refugees Urged

By SAMUEL GRAFTON

NEW YORK—It
1o take off his hat whi
or to scrape, flush,
please.

t not to be necessary for anyone
advocating free ports for
be embarrassed or even to say pretty

This is the least we can do for refugees, and if we don't

do this much, we will suck 5.
Let me explain once again that a “free

" js a hit of land, say an old Arm
mp. fenced m:ldgmu.l . to which rJ
jtted without paj

uFee: would be a
visas, birth certificates or documents of any
kind. The astounding theory on which a
te is that if a man
to a place to sit down.
We would lr.-eg men, women and children,
Nazis, and we would pre-
pare a table for them in the presence of

“free " would
is lli'll'ﬁﬂ is entitl

fleeing from

their enemies.

GRAFTON

In exchange for this burst of generosity, we would wrap
ourselves up o the ears in legal safeguards. By an easy legal
fletion, we would declare that free port zones are not o ba
considered territory of the United States, within the purview of
the immigration laws. Enirance into a “free port” would not
constitute legal entrance info the United States, and stay in a

“free pori” would not constitute r

esidence in the United States.

1 have tried to put myself in the position of an anti-refuges
demagogue, thinking up reasons why we should not take this

step, There isn't & one.

“Spap here, this would be an
evasion . of the immigration
laws?" Sorry, bul i wouldn't
be. We have free ports for for-
elgn merchandise. There is one
on Staten Island. Goods mby
be brought into this free port
and stored for, reshipment
abroad without payment of cus-
| toms duties. That has never

heen considered an evasion of
| the tariff lwws. If we were lo

permit refugees o live Aany-
where in the country that would
be af evasion of the law. But
permission to live on a restrict:
ed reservation is not permission
1o live in the country.

IF A REFUGEE WANTED
ta leave the “free port” and live
in the country proper he would
have to fulfil all requirements
of law exactly as if he were
stepping off a ship. At that
point, the immigration laws
would apply, tut up to that
point the immigration laws are
not even remotely involved any
maore than they are invelved in
the case of the 130,000 Nazi
prisoners of war who Are now
in the United States, not one of
whom has come in under a
guota numbo‘r. i

*THE REFUGEES WOULD
slay here forever.” Not true.
Earh of the United Nations has

L]

signed an agreement o take its
own nationals back after the
war, If we can't trust them 1o
fulfill that agreement then we
can't trust them to fulfill any
agreement, and we ought to
eresp into & hole and pull it in
alter us.

“Why should the United
Gtates carry this load?™ The
answer is that the fres port sys-
tem might actually reduce the
ultimate burden of refuges care
on this country. For if we es-
tablish one ar more free ports,
we place ourselves in a power-
ful position to ask alles and
peutrals to do so too. I we
don't, they won't,

THOUGHTS

Aepent, and furn yoursslves
from all r

I:r“ " N
[ n your ruin.
mrtia

Take care not to begin any-
thing of which you may repent.
—Byrus.

A fool's mouth Is his destrue-
tion, and his lipa are tha inara
of his soul—Proverbs 18:7,

- - -

The countenance s the por-
tralt of the soul, and the eyes
mark its intentions —Clcera.

—_—

—
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1 St Peul Dispatchi  Sat, May 13, 1944

Editorials—

News Censorship

Edward Kennedy, chie! of the Asso-
ciated Press stafl in the Mediterranean

area, that Gen. Sir Henry
ﬁmﬂﬁm Iu.'r,r'l:““m Mli;:um
eensorship to clear an Asso-
clated Press th Marshal
Tito, Yugoslav Partisan leader.

r. Kennedy ls a sound, reliable corre-

spondent. When he contends thal this
affair constitutes a “censorship scandal fen
times more important than the suppression

There have been repeated clashes be-
tween the military and relisble correspond-
enis in the Mediierrancan thealer over
censorship. The correspondents have con-
tended thal military censorship was used
1o achieve palitical censorship, even though
Allied leaders announced that political
censorship would not be imposed.

The meris of this particulsr dispute
cannot be known until the story eventually
is released but the question at lssue should
be carried sbove the theater commander.
Unfortunately in many gquestions of th

award of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science for his research

in peychology.
Hitler and his satellites doubtless will

— e

xuuunmmnmuhhduumm:f/FniMFuhﬂﬂ'

of military secrecy and it usually is im-
possible to prove they are wrong and they
need not prove they are right

The matter must nob be permitied 1o
drop merely with the refusal of Gen.
Wilsen io give any reasons for withholding
the story. The people of the United States
and England are being called upon to make
§mportant decisions on post-war relation-
ship with other nations. They can make
wise decisions only if they are in pomession
of all facis and they can be steered into
unwise decisions Uf facts are withheld
through pelitical censorship under Lhe
gulse of military necessily,

War

Punishment
Dr. Morman . F. Maier. University af
Michigan psychalogist, has forecasi that the
German people will liquidate Hitler on the
heels of 8 successful Allied invasion. He
puggests that Allied generals permit the
German people 1o do awsy with thelr lead-
ers before seiting up “dangerous war guilt
trials”. He warns that the Allies must
segard punkhment as “dynamite™ and that
extreme punishment will girengthen the
German people’s hablt of warfare rather
than remawe it.

Dr. Maier is both in agreement and st
odds with the opinion of Allied leaders
who are perhaps leas schooled in payehol-
ogy than he, but who are in a position to
have much mare sccurate information than
the Michigan professor.

Columnist Samuel Grafton is nob par-
theularly proud of his plan to set up “Iree
prll"whnuwrdu.mmmtda:-
hlrhqrmmluwurilwn-.mt-dol
being deported to former homelands w:..mr

t ernmenis in many cases have
mﬂmﬂ P:'iul an thelr heads. Grafton
ealls it & “repulsive” proposal, which he
offers only becauss nothing hetier 18
{easible.

Yet the plan is galning volaries almost
daily. Perhaps they all agree with ita
suthor that it is but & dublous half-meanire,
{0 be considered only as & last resort, Any-
hnr.l‘thuwwbuﬂeudwdhy the War
Refuges board and by a number of influ-
ential Jewish organizations. and this week
Ferdinand Pecora, ibe famed New York
jurist, gave the plan his blessing.

Technically, & free port 18 an ares inte
which pﬂﬂﬂiﬂﬂl’l‘tlﬂllﬂmhrﬁ-
celved and stored without payment of duly,
transthipped

easn, for example, of an sntkNaz reluges
who atherwise could only return to almost
certaln death in Germany.

As Grafion sald the other day in his
Dispatch ealumn, “T'd Rather Be Right”,
the fres port bs jusi = way “to siofe
ﬂ:llhmnrmrdlhnuhu
But there is na time for passage of
yerslal legialation, and the fres port

be an instrumentality for the sa

:

™
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In reply please
refer tot 1961 Jlﬂ. 6 m

Dear Mr. Heller:

Thank you for your letter of June 20, 1944,
enclosing a copy of your letter to the Honorable Samuel
Dickestein, concerning the establishment of temporary
havens in the United Sgates for refugees,

I am sure you will be glad to know of the
President's action in establishing an Emergency Refugee
Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York. Coples of
his recent message to Congress, his cablegram to Ambas-
sandor Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of June 8,
1944, to the heads of the agencies concerned in the
execution of the project are snclosed,

The concera of your organisation for the fate
of refugees and its interest im the problem of providing
places of asylum for them are aprreciated,

Sincerely yours,

Jd. W, Pehle
Executive Director

Mr, Heary Heller,

President,

United Optical ¥orkers Unienm,
112 East 19th Street,

New York, New York,

Enclosures,

w v W\mutuhuona.p- B-26-44
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-~ UNITED OPTICAL WORKEBRY:ERON—

AFFILIATED WITH THE CONGRESS OF mnusmum
112 EAST 19TH STREET - NEW YORK CITY - W

June 20, 13944

Honorable John W. Pehle, Ixecutive Director
Var Refugee Board

Treasury Eldg.

Washington, D. C.

Dear Sin

We are enclosing herewith a copy of our letter to Hon.
Samuel Dickstein, Chairman of the House Immigration & Neturalize—
tion Committee with reference to our suprort of hie bill H. Res.
578, for your informestion.

Yery truly yours,

Henry Efller
PRESIIENT
UOP WA
16=36

GLCe
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Juns 20, 1944
Homoralle S5 muel DMolketein, Chalrean
House Immigration and Haturalization Oommit tee
Hguse Office Bldg.
Uashingtbon, D. C.
Dear 5im
¥e fully support your bill H. Res. 578, in whish you re=
quest that President Roosevelt lssue a proolamation or Exesutlve
Order suthorising the temvorary admission of a number of refugees
who would find havens in so-called Frec Porte uatil the end of the
m.mtlﬂhwnﬂduumdhthdr-uum".
hrmuu.ﬂtmw-;-ﬂdhui-hn

great oiviliszed and humanitarian sot, btut s tremendous moral desfeat

hﬂﬂuﬂﬂ‘nnﬂnmmﬂ-manfﬂu-&m

loving peoples sheds eash day rivers of blood o destroy.

Wisghing you success, wll ArS,
Yory truly yours,
A

0P A
16=-36

—aT 1



In r=ply plesass
refer to: 1463

thl

JUN 27 1944

Dear Mr. Henshel:

The President has referred to me your recent letter
concerning the establishment of temporary havens im the United
States for refugees.

1 am sure you will be glad to know of the President's
action in establishing an Emergency Hefugee Shelter at Fort
Ontario, Oswego, New Iork. Copies of his recent message to
Congress, his cablegram to Ambassador Murphy in Algiers, and
his memorandum of June B, 1944, to the heads of the agencies
goncernsd in the sfecution of the project are s=nclosed.

Your concern for the fate of refugees and your
interest in the problem of providing places of asylum for
them are greatly appreciated.

Sinceraly yours,

J. W, Pehle
Executive Director

Mr. Jesse Hemshel, President,
Usity Olub of Nassau Oounty,
ckville Centre, New York.
Envelope addreassed to 345 DeMott Avenue.

Enclosures.

EBTowler:inp 6/23/44
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W June 15, 1944,
Hon. Franklin D, Roosevelt

The White House
Washington, D.C.

My dear Mr. President, '

America was founded by refugees;
by refugees fleeing from religious persecution and rac-
ial bigotry. This great nation "conceived in liberty™ ‘
has been peculiarly sensitive to the ery of its brothers
blood wherever and whenever they have been enslaved and
persecuted. Particularly because of its deep religious
heritage and chars-*ir, believing that men are endowed
their €reator with certain inalienable rights, among
these being liberty, the pursuit of happiness, and above
| all, life; America ﬂns been the traditional haven of thobe

who have been robbed of these precious possessions. '
Recording Becrehary

The hour has come when America must u"m.m“m

once again rise to this, her manifest destiny, when the Rockville Cenire
God who led our early Founding Fathers to this richly

dowered land is calling upon us to "bring forth the pris-

cner from the prison house and those that dwell in dark-

ness from the dungeon",.

We commend the President of The
United States for hie leadership and wision manifested
in championing the cause of the afflicted, not only by
words but by forthright deeds. =specially timely has been, 154
his recent creation of the War Refugee Board, ¢h has | Hary Siversistn — 184
already evidenced ite sincere determination to rescue as| [ ebe ———1%
many as possible of those victime of Naziizm ctherwise
marked out for whole sale slaughter in the exterminaticn
chambers of Zurope. We heartily endcrse the plan of
FREE" PORTS advocated by the War Refugmee Board, whereby
temporary haven may be provided for ths e who would othel
wise be murdered to the last man, We agree that America
can do no less for these, our allies and fellow foes of
Naziizm, than we do for our enemies who, as prisoners of
war, are provided with at least such temporary sojourn
and security. We appeal to the conscience af America to
respond immediately to this suggestion of the War Refugee
Board, and we call upon all our fellow citizens to save
the lives of thousands and even hundreds of thousands,
otherwise destined for mass extermination, by setting up




UNITY CLﬁB

OF NASBAU COUNTY

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, N. Y.

MEETING BOOMS wf Templs Fasl Bhsles 1§ Wisdssr Avssss

2,

at once such FREE PORTS, such islands of tewmporary
Tesoue, upon the free and cherighed soil of America,

Hopefully,

The Unity Club of Nassau County

oy Jesse Hanpshel, - gident.
e M‘-&T L

Magberghip 273 men.
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791

In reply # Q
r:ur-r u:ﬂ:l—l MAY 25 Iﬂﬁ

Dear Mr, Unterberger:

Thank you for your latter of May 21,
1944, concerning the establishment of temporary
havens for refugees,

Your interest in this problem is appre-
clated,

Vary truly yours,

(B2 sl 7 B WakTa

J, ¥, Pahle
Executive Dirsctor

Nr, Elliet Unte T
2216 N, 52nd Direet,
Fhiladelphia 31, Pennsylvania,

_— @)
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In reply please

refer to:

1176

JUN 19 7104

Dear Hiss Gaches:

Thank you for your letter of June 11, 1944,
concerning the establishbent of temporary havens in
the nited States for refugees,

I am sure you will be glad to know of thé
President's aotion in establishing an Emergency Eefugee
Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York, Coples of
his recent message to Congress, his cablegram to Ambas-
sador Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of June B,
1944, to the heads of the agencles concerned in the
execution of the project are enclosed,

The concern of your organisation for the fate
of refugees and ite interest in the problem of providing
places of asylum for them are greatly aprreciated.

Sincerely yours,
{Signed) 7

J, W, Pehle
Executive Director

Mise Katherine Gachey,
Secretary,

Ladies Auxiliary of Uppar
B

B iy

Bronx 67, New York,

Enclosures,

Al @a
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In reply please

refar to!

SEP 22 1M

Dear Sirs:

I have your telegram of September 17, 1944,
concerning the Emorgency Refugee Shelter recently
established at Fort Ontaric, Oswego, New Tork. TYour
support of this program is indeed appreciated.

Copies of the President's message to Congress
on June 12, his cablegram to Ambassador Murphy in Alglers,
and his memorandum to the heads of the agencles concerned
with the exscution of the project are enclored as a matter
of interest to you., I am sure you will also be interested
to know thet arrangements have been and are being made to
provide other facilities to care for refuress in areas
nearer to their homelands,

Yery truly yours,
(2igha) 3. v. Peble

J, W, Pehle
Executive Director

UTC Victory Corps,
150 Varick Street,
New York 13, New York,

Enclosures,

EBTowler:agr 9320-44 W G
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wu32 41 7 EXTRA
NVE NEWYORK NY SEP 13 1944 312pP
JOHN W PEHLE
DIR WAR REFUGEE BOARD TREASURY LLDG

THE VICTORY CGRPSIAN ORGANIZATION CONSISTING OF APPROXIMATELY
FIFTY MEMBERS REPRESENTING OVER 1,000 EMPLOYEES URGE THAT
MORE CAMPS SIMILAR TO THAT AT OSWEGO NEW YORK BE OPENED TO
HOUSE AND CARE FOR EUROPEAN REFUGEES

Ufh VICTORY CORP3 150 VARICK ST NEW YORK 13 NY.

415p
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Ia reply pleass MAY 10 1944
refer to: 658

Dear Rabbi Kalmanowits:

Theak you for your letter of May 8, 1944,
comcerning the sstablishment ef tewporary havens
for refugees,

Tour interest is such appreciated.

Very truly yours,

3... ¥, Pehle
Exesutive Mrector

Rabbi Abrshas Kalmamowits

T —.

Bow Tork 7, New Tork.

Pk ?'-1-{4, \%ﬂ
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VAAD HAHATZALA
132 Nassau Street Zo o SRR
New York 7, N. Y. B AT
Rector 2-U235 Ii';;”"“m.!, 1344

May B lgqu*"& fiel --_ = STl
Y S» Looliar i E
e S

Hon. John w. Pehle, Executive Director
war Refugee Board
Treasury Building
washington, D. C.

Honorable S5ir:

We heartily endorse and favor the proposed measure
initiated by you, that the Government of the United
States permit and arrange for the establishment of
camps to serve as temporary "stop-overs" for refugees
escaping the Nazi terror. In our discussions and
gubmitted memoranda, this nlan was also referred to
by ue a8 a medium to induce greater participation by
other countries in the rescue program of the War
Hefugee Board.

In conjunction witn this plan, which we feel
certain will be approved and soon become a realit{,
we would respectfully suggest tnat due consideration
pe given to tne pomsibilities for religious observance
which alwaye wae, and always will be a part of the
lives of tnese refugees.

Please be assured of our earnest cooperation in
any measures you will take in this matter.

With expressions of deepest aporeciation.
Very respectfully yours,
VAAD HAHATZALA EMERGENCY COMMITTEE

(s) A. Ealmnn5;1t£
Rabbi Abraham Kalmanowits




In reply please

refer tol

942

JUN 14 1044

Dear Mr, Eatler:

Thank you for your telegrams of June 5, 1944,
to the President and to me, concerning the establishment
of temporary havens in the United States for refugees.

I am sure you will be glad to know of the
President's action in establishing an Emergency Refugee
Shelter at Yort Ontario, Oswego, New York., OCopies of hie
recent message to Congress, his cablegram to Ambassador
Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of June 8, 1944, %o
the heads of the agencies concerned in the execution of
the project are enclosed.

Your concern for the fate of refugees and your
interest in the problem of providing places of asylum
for them are greatly appreciated,

Sincerely yours,

" AL
et amai) - I . ?ﬂ*

J. ¥, Pehle
Executive DMrector

Mr, Henry Katler,
Secretary,
The Yietory Ciud of Boxbury,
128 reet,

Hoxbury, Massachusetts.

Enclosures,

W",/ EBTowleriagr 6-13-44
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BE IT RESOLVED THAT WE THE OFFICERS AND MEMBERSHIP OF THE
VICTORY' CLUB OF ROXBURY MASSACHUSETTS REALIZING THE DESPERATE
SITUATION OF REFUGEES FROM EUROPEAN COUNTRIES AND THE

NECESSITY FOR FINDING A HAVEN OR REFUGE FOR THESE PEOPLE DESIRE
T0O RECORD OURSELVES IN FAVOR OF LEGISLATION FOR THE

ESTABL ISHMENT OF FREE PORT IN THE UNITED STATES AMERICA

HENRY KITLEI"KIE'I:Y 125 HMW WTI_%
940A JUN 6 v
Ay SLGK' R C
STENCEE BOVUHD
KICEIAED

o> ELOD MrEMm-=|] <xmCwViEmao= IT 9r2aom
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In reply please
refer tot 3178

Dear Miss Tuolle:

President Hoosevelt has referred to me your letter of July 28,
1944, conecerning the plight of the Jewish people in occunied Burope,

On January 22, 1944, the Fresident ereated the Yar Refugee Board
for the purpose of taking all possible measures to rescue and save the
victims of enemy oppression who ars in {mminent danger of death, and to
afford them all possible relief and assistance conmsistent with the success-
ful prosecution of the war.

To accomplish the purpose for which it was ereated, the ¥Yar

Jgfugee Board has initisted numerous measures to assist persons to escape
from enemy and enemy-occupied countries, to find havens of refuge for them,
to obtain better treatment for those for whom escape is not possible, and
to induce the satellite countries to desist from cooperating with the Nasi
policy of persecmtion and extermination of mimority peoples, The Board has
stationed representatives in strategic countries in order to expedite these
measures,

In connection with the problem of finding places of asylum for
those who are enabled to escape from enemy-controlled areas, you will be
interested to know that the Fresident has recently taken action to estab-
1ish an Emergency Refugee Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswege, New York, which
is equipped to care for approximately 1,000 refugees until they can be re-
turned to their homelands at the end of the war., Arrangements also have
been and are being made to provide other facilities to care for refugees in
areas nearer to thelr homelande, ¥

I assure you that the Board is doing everything in its power to
achieve its humanitarian objectives, knowing that the measure of its success
will be the number of lives saved.

Sincerely yours,

Mimmed) 1. ¥, Mhle

J, W, Pehle
Exegutive Director

Miss Ilene Vuolle,
516 Lincoln,

Topeka, Kansas.

M BfbBurcnisontagr 8-11-44 Vof —
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