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In reply please JIWN

refer to!

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Wolf:

Thank you for your recent cards to the President
and to me concerning the establishment of temporary havens
in the United States for refugees.

I am sure you will be glad to know of the President's

action in establishing an Emergency Refugee Shelter at Yort

Ontaric, Oswego, New York. OCoples of his recent message to

Congress, his cablegram to Ambassador Murphy in Algiers, and
his memorandum of June 8, 1944, to the heads of the agencies
concernad in the execution of the project are enclosed.

Your concern for the fate of refugees and your
interest in the problem of providing places of asylum for
them are greatly appreciated.

Sincersly yours,

J. W, Pehle
Executive Dirsctor

Mr., and Mrs. Samuel Wolf,
4815 - 15th Avenue,
Brooklym 19, New York.

Enclosures.

.&Qﬁ " EBfowleriinp 6/13/44
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In reply vlease
refer to: 927

My dear Justice Yolfe:

The President has referred to me your letter
of May 29, 1944, concerning the establishment of tempo-
rary havens in the United States for refugees.

I am sure you will be gln: to know of the
President's section in establishing an Emergency Refuzee
Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, “ow York, Copies of
his recent messaze to Congress, his cablegram to Ambas-
sedor Murchy in Algiers, and his memorandum of June 8,
1944, to the heads of the agencies concerned in the
execution of the project are enclosed,

Your concern for the fate of refugees snd
your interest in the problem of providing places of
assylum for them are greatly apprecinted,

Sincerely yours,
e

J, W, Pehle
Executive Uirector

Honorable James H, VWolfe,

Chief Justice,

Supreme Court of the State of Utah,
Salt Lake City, Utah,

Enclosures,

W"‘VM EBHutchisonliagr 6-13-44
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Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt
The President of the United States
The Wihite House

fashington, D. C.

Dear ¥r, President:

I have been asked by the Natlopal® Refugee Jommittee of the
Wiomen's ' International League for Peace and Freedom with headquarters
at 15 Claremont Avenue, New York 27, New York, to write you regarding
the establishment of "free ports" for Jewlsh and other refugees in
this country. It is urged that we cannot ask other natlons to give

asylum unless we offer temporary asylum curselves.

I have some hesltancy in writing you because not only of the
tramendous burdens which already lie on your shoulders but I recognize
that this jrobles of offering temporary asylum in America for Jews
and other rafugees hag its complications in the field of our
immigration laws as well as in the emotions of a certain group of
people in Amerlca. I have been wery much concerned about the plight
of the Jewlsh in Burope. I want to do everything in my power to help
apd yet I want to be practicable and nct ask that things that are not
feasible be done,

In view of what has been said above, all that I request is i
that if it is at all practicable to bring about the establishment of
temporary camps in this country for Jewish and cther refugees and if
it lies within the power of the Chief Executive to do anything that
will start the machinery rolling for the establishment of sush "free’
ports”, I hope you will do it,

Mways with regards and best wishes, I remain
Very sincersly yours,

Ahw=b




In reply please i og |
refer to: 2620 JUL 26 1944

Dear Miss Wolfe:

Thank you for your recent communication concerning
the Emergency Refugee Shelter being established at Fort
Ontario, Oswego, New York, to give temporary asylum to
approximately 1,000 refugees who have fied from their homelands
to Southern Italy.

Details of the plan were outlined by the President in
his message to Congress on June 12, his cablegram to Ambassador
Murphy in Algleras, and his memorandum to the agency heads con-
cerned with the execution of the project. Copies of these docu-
ments are encloeed as a matter of interest to you.

I sssure you that the War Refugee Board 1s doing every-
thing in its power to rescue the victims of enemy persecution and
to find havena of refuge for them where they cam remain in safety
and be cared for until they can be returned to their own countries
at the end of the war. In this connection, I am sure you will be
interested to know that arrangements have been and are being made
to provide other facilities to care for refuge~s in areas nearer
to their homelands.

Sincerely yours,

tmm!d} :. . FPable

J. W. Pehle
Executive Director

Miss Sheilan VYolfe,
4112 - 4lst Street,
Hew York, New York.

Enclosures.
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In reply please
refer to: 978

Dear Mr, Wollman!

Thank you for your letter of Jume 6, 1944,
concerning the establishment of temporary havens in
the United States for refugeess,

1 am sure you will be glad to kmow of the Fresi-
dent's action in establishing an Bmergency Refugee Shelter
at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York. Copies of his receat
message to Congress, his cablegram to Ambassador Murphy
in Alglers, and his memorandum of June 8, 1944, to the
heads of the agencies concerned in the execution of the
project are enclosed,

Tour concern for the fate of refurees and your
interest in the problem of providing places of asylum for
them are greatly appreciated,

Bincerely yours,

J, ¥, Pehle
Bxecutive Directoer

Mr. George 0. Vellmen
5256 -."-;u.. Street
Philadelphis 41, Pennsylvania.

Enclosures,

W v Wmntuhj.mnl sgr 6-13-44
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ann’s'fr:temntlnnal League for Peace :nil Freedom ‘gw

Maryland Branch '!‘-:;1 L
328 North Charles Street, Baltimore Yo Ans Pog. ——
Telephone: Plass 6614 i) "

July 27, 1944

J« #, Pehlo

¥ar Refugec Board
Jashington 25, D.C.
Ra = 617

Doar ir. Fohlo,

Thank you very wuch for your letter end enclosuras talling of
the metion taken by the Fresident for the establishwent of an Emnrganzy’%nrusua
Sheltsr st Fort Omtorio, Oswego, New York. It is gratifying to learn of definite
steps taken to rescus these psople from thelr tragic fate.

You perhaps have seen the pamphlet "The Voice of Thay Brother's
Blood" written by lirs. Randall and distributed by the Women's Internstional
League for Fesce and Freodom. The rosponse has been very gratifying.-

de will appreciate being informed of develomments in your efforts
on behalf of these refugees. We will alac welcome any suggestions you may have
of ways in which we may help in this work.

Let me express for myself snd the Women's Internstionsl Leagus

appréciation for your work.
incera ours
)
hu"-‘] anlarn, Si1omen

Zpily Parker Simon »

EFSigm
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+ MRS, DOROTHY

Motipnal President

HOMORARY PRESIDINT
MRS, MARTHA HELEM ELLIOTT

O Y 5, CADBURY September 20, 1044

VICE-PRESIDENTS
MRS. H. B, BRAINERD
MISS ALICE MARION HOLMES i
MRS, D, T. HUNTINGTON Sl e

TARASUASR Dear Mr. President Soaety © i
MAS. WILLIAM P. DRYER

I am instructed by vote of the Messachusetts Ecard of
e the Women's International League for Feace and Freedom
R NUALSES SRRER (United States Section) at a meeting on September l4th,
ADVISORY COUNCIL to express to you thelr deep satisfaction that arrange-=
MRS, JOHN . APTHORP ments have been made angd cerried out to recelve some
5% FLiNok BABSON thoussnd refugees at CSwego, New York.

Eﬁ
%
E

They realize, however that this sction 1s by nc meens
RO A AL MERS enough and beg thet similar provision mey be extended
HELEN CHEEVER to sdditionsl refugees in need of such essistance.

=
8
5
3
§

ZARA DUPOHT Sincerely yours,
ABIGAIL A. ELI 5

TAARTHA rflia‘}t'gmm d.«.-ﬂ-- c .

GAILTON Lydia Cadbury
President
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L The Honorable Mr. Franklin D. Roosevelt
: The White House
RKELL Washington - D. C.
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My, ¥illiam D, Hassett,

Pursuant to your request, there is attached
a draft of a reply to Miss Mary X, Woolley's letter of
May 26, 1944, to the Fresident. Miss Woolley's letter

ie returned herewith,
(81gned) J. W. Fauly

J, W, Fehle
Executive Mrector

..,F.?)y
Wf’"””

w .Wﬂ!ﬂﬂ-rllﬂ f Bl 4



Dear Mise Woolley:

The President hes seked me 1o ecknowledge
end thank you for your letter of May twenty-fifth,
concerning the matter of providing temporery aeylum
in the United States for Jewlszh and other wer refugees.

The President wes very glad to receive your
views on this problem and he hae requested me to send
you the enclosed coples of his ceblegrem of June eighth
to Ambessador Robert Murphy, in Alglers, regarding the
establishment of an Emergency Refuges ghelter at Fort
Ontario, Oswego, New York, his memorandum of the seme
dete to the hesads of agencles concerned with the
execution of the plen, «nd & message sent 10 the
Congress on June 12, 1944.

Very sincerely yours,

FILLIAY D, HASSETT
Secretary to the President

Miss Mary Toolley,
nFleur de Ly=",

_‘lnntpﬁrt.. Essex County,
Hew York.

Enclosures

ERT:JWPimgt 6/13/44



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Moy 0, 14

Raspectflly referred to the
Fxscut ive Mractor of the Wer
Refuges Board for preparstion of
reply for my slgnature.

s
Sy O M
WTLLTAM D. HASAET

fagratary to the President
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May 25, 1744

iﬁ'& Dear Hr, Freaident:

The pronessl mpde by the Hnr
Refuges Baprd tn establish =temmarary
reafusee cemnps or 'fres porte' for
Jewish and other refugees nble to
escane” 1 pn confident appeale to
you, Mey 1 ndd my plea to the smny
that this recommendmtlon may be put
ipto affect befors further eRcepe
becomes difficult.

Uitk arnrecletion of your interast
{n this dpsperste humen need,

Very sinoaraly youre,

Aury Z, Woolley

The Prenident
Thn “hite Houne
Wnahington, B, &,

W.R B
Filing Authority
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JUR 19184

In reply please

refer to:

Dear Miss Berediot:

Sinoe my reply to your recent letter conoern-
ing temporary havens in the United States for refugees,
the President has taken action for the establishment of
an Emergenoy Refugee Shhlter at Fort Ontario, Oswego,
New York. I am sure yo. will be interested in reading
the attached copies of the President's recent message
to Congress, his oablegram of June 8, 1944, to Ambassador
Robert Murphy in Alglers, and his memorandum of the same
date to the agenoy heads concerned with the sxeoution
of 'I‘-hl ]'.Illl-

Let me take this opportunity to thank you
again for the interest which you have expressed in this
matter.

Very truly yours,

puse) . 0 Jeale

J. W. Pehle
Exsoutive Dirsotor

Miss Euth Bemediot,
Legislative Chalrman,
Women's International Leagus
201 N. Rampart Boulevard,
Los Angeles 26, California.

Enclosures:

EBTowler:db 6/16/44



In reply rl:;-
rafer tol APR 920 m

Dgar Miss Banedicti

I have your letter of April 12, 1944, and

its enclosures, concerning the War Hefugee Board and
urging issediate action on behalf of the perssouted

minorities of furome,

Your interest in the work of the Baard ie

deeply appreciated, snd 1 assure you that everything
in our power will be done to rescue and save the vie-
tims of anemy oppression who are in imminent danger

of death.

Tary truly yours,

'“lf"‘”‘ J. ¥, Pakln

J, W, Pehle

Ixecutive DMrector

Miss Buth Beanediet,

Lagislntive Chair=an,

Women's International Lesgue
for Feace and Fresdom,

201 ¥, Eampert Boulevard,

Lon Angeles 26, Californin,

M m'utuhllullﬁr 4-18-44 W
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Filing Authority
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Women's International League for Peace and FR€Hom————

Loe Angeloe .'in:-mmI"J.l u? tﬁﬂ".‘r. I. L,; 201 N, Rampart Blvd,Zone 26

INTERMATIOMNAL: April 12, 1944
e t-rh Cpwra Bali®
CO-CHARMAMN ¥r, John W, Pehle
e, dorsre Moo Ter Refugee Board
= In cere State Dept
HATIONAL OFFICERS: Tashington, D, G,
PREMIDLNT
Mern. Dasutiy bhacddery Rotermon
- e A L Dear8ir:

At the meeting of our executive board your
i e fine work for the rescue of the persecuted minerities
s of Burope was mentioned aith gratitude, e know
A Giadvs Gresns that you feel this grave responelbility and are con-
VICE-PRESICINT JOR THE HORTH prderinz ite ultimate eolution, While longtime pro-

VICE-PESIONNT. FOR THE SCLTH groms are being worked out would some temporary such

TREAMNER | oare ag Ssmuel Srefton suggeete in the clipping attached
SECRITARY be prectical, The el tuation 18 of the utmoet gravity
e e b TeL and this might ecut through time-consuming red tape.
. e A Ry, Thoee present at this meeting, whoee name appear on
e, el i the segond sheet herewith all urge you to 1nitiate
Mrs. Alice 0. Gibert this action,

Yourg,ve 1y,

e, Alicn 0. Gitwet (Mize) Auth Benedict; Eegislative “hairman
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UNITED
STATES

AFTER 5 DAYS, RETURN TO . -
. *

Benedict ' | RN
501 W, Rampart Blvd : i Y cenr i

Mr, John W, Pehls, Director

War Refugee Board

i

Washington, D, C,
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JUN 19 194

In reply ploase

refer toa

Dear Miss Detzer:

Sinoe my reply to your letter of May 4, 1544,
the President has taken aotion for the establishment of
an Bmergenoy Hefugee Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego,

New York. I am sure you will be interested in reading
the attached copies of the Fresident's recent message

to Congress, his oablegram of June 8, 1944, to Ambassador
Robert Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of the same
date to the agenocy heads concernmed with the exscution

of the plan.

Let me take this opportunity to thank you again
for the interest which you have expressed in this matter.

Very truly yours,

@maalt T W, Bal1e

J. W. Pehle
Exeoutive Direoctor

Miss Dorothy Detzer,
National Seoretary,

Women's Intermmtional League
" for Peace and Freedom,
1734 "P" Btreet, HN.W.,
Washington, D.C.

Enclosures:

EBTowler:db 6/16/a4
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vt MAY 10 1944

Dear Miss Detzer:
Thank you for your letter of May 4, 1944,

enclosing twe reselutions adepted by your organisatiom
at i%s annual mesting om April 28, 1944,

Very truly yours,

(Bigned) J. W, Penle

J. ¥, Pehle
Exscutive irsctor

Miss Dorothy Detzer,

Ilili’lll‘-ﬂ“ﬂ.

Yomen's International Leagus
for FPeacs and Freedom,

1734 "F" Street, N, ¥

i’uhm. n. uo

i) (PHEBEutontsontagr 5-8-44 7
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War HEafugee Board

Treasury Building
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. Fhaley:

The attached resolution was passed by the
Annual Mesting of the Women's Intermatiomal
League on April 28th and I was instructed
to mend 1t to you, A copy is also being
digpatched to the President.

I am nleo sending to you a secomd :olnln.tim

on statalassness which was also passed
by our Anmuel Meating.

ln atary
ID gp
Encl.




To - Frealdent Roomevelt

#

HEasolution opn Statelass Fafugess

Millions of anti-Fasclets and Jews are at presant belng driven from
country to country - without a home, without nationality, without the
right of permenent rasidence, without work, without identity papars.

Daprived of their former citizenship and become statsless thay have
found only temporary rafuge.

The United States Saction of the Women's International Lesgue for Peace
Froedom, assembled in Anmual Mesting in Washingtom, D. C., April 27th-30th,
1344

URGES Prasident Eoossvelt to invite the collaboration of tha Governments
of all the United Nations to put an end to this intolarable situation and

bring about & satisfactory solution bassd on tha following principles:

1. Individuales and groups must be protected from being forced by descree or
law to return to thalr formsr home countries or to re-accept their forzer
citizenship against their will,

2, They ought to have the right to decide for themselves in what country
they want to establish their permanent residence. All countries ocught to

facilitate opportunities of immigration for stateless refugess.

3. They ought to be permitted to remain vhare they at presant are until
a permansnt residence has been secured elther in the presant gountry or
in the one they choose to adopt.

4. Stoteless refugess, amaiting the opportunity to become citizens where

thay ars reslding or alsevhere, should meanwhile have all the protection

and rights ordinarily enjoyed by inhabitants of the country (apart froms
purely political rights such as suffrage). They and their children ought

to be sntitled to work and accept employment, attend educational inmstitutloms,
te adnitted to hospltals, raceive public assistance and in general emjoy

the possibility of normal living.

5. Since the process of solving postwar problems of repatriation mnd
rehabilitation may take a long time, a uniform identity paper or paseport
not merely of an emergency natura but agreed on, guarantesd by valid inm
end signed in the name of all the United Nations should be supplied to
all stateless victima of fasclsm and war in order that they may have at
least this security.



To The Presldent

Far Refuges Board

The Women's International League, mesting in Anmual Ueetlng in
Waghington, D, C,., on April 27-30, 1944, desires to express again
to the President its deep and profound gratification over the
astablighmant of ths War Eafugee Board, for the purposa of

resculng fro= occupied Burope political and religlous victims of

the Hitler terror sarked for extermination, Tha splandid record

of the Board in a few short months, especially in Turkey, has
demonstrated what initlative, energy and creative imagination can
accomplish for positive emds, even in the midst of world wide

war. The Loagus, howavar, sees that rescua is only the first step
and that Amsrica ism obliged to do her part in furnishing havens

for those who are saved. We ars convinced that the American paopla
would wish to extend to the victims of Hitlerism at lsast the

paze minimum of safety and shelter which now obtel ne for ths 184,000
Axis prisoners of war in the United States. We, therafors, would
raspectfully urge that the United States government initiate a guid
pro quo arrangsment with Great Britaln whereby the United States
would provide, for the duration, an equivalant numbar of frés ports
in Amarica for an equivnlent mumbar sat up by the British governmant.



In reply please

refer to:

Dear Mesdames;

Sinoe my letter of May 6, 1944, to you, the
President has taken action for the establishment of an
Bmergency Refugee Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New
York. I am sure you will be interested in reading the
attached oopies of the President's recent message to
Congress, his ocablegram of June 8, 1944, to Ambassador
Robert Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of the same
date to the agenoy heads conoerned with the execution
of the plan.

Let me take this opportunity to thank you
again for the interest which you have expressed in this
matter.

Very truly yours,

Jl '- Plhll
Executive Director

for Peace and Freedom,

328 North Charles Street,
Baltimore 1, Marylaad.

Enclosures:

EBTowler:db 6/16/44



In reply please MAV o A
refer to: 617 1944

1 bave your recemt resclutiom concerning
the work of the War Rafuges Board,

The imterest of your orgamisation im the
fats of these persscutsd people is appreciated, and
I assure you that the Board is doing everything in
ave the great humsnitarian objectives
ceresated,

Yery truly yours,

4. ¥, Pehla
Exeeutive Directer

Vomen's International League
“Tor Feace and Freedom,

Maryland Branch,

328 North Charles Strest,

Baltimore 1, Maryland,

w #mutMqup B-2-44 %w"
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Wommen's Intematonsl League for Peace and Freedoms 1,7 B

Filiing
Maryland Branch To: Files
Anz
T Iniilal
Date

Ur. #i1linm Fehle, Secretary
Jor Refugoes board
Jaahington, D. G.

Aeaclved thet the Uaryland Bremch of the Jomen's Intornationsl
Leagus for Fesce and Freadon, meoting in Jestminster, ¥aryland,
April 21-22, 1944, sxpress their ppprecistion of the afforts that
you ara mking to save tha Jows caught in Romanis and in other ports
of Surope. e urge that the United States use its influsnce wWith
Grent Eritain to sot salde the Fhite Fapor and ollow the immigration
of jovs into Folestine. We further rococmend that our povernsant
eatgbligh in this country s temporary poeylum for the Jewa and usa
jta infivence to have similar pction taken by the governments of the

Latin Aperican countrien.
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In reply pleass

refer to: 672

Dear Miss Howard:

Since my reply to your recent letter conoern-
ing temporary havens in the United States for refugees,
the President has taken action for the establishment of
r.h-rm Refugee Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego,

York. I am sure you will be interested in reading
the attached coples of the President's recent message
to Congresa, his cablegram of Juns 8, 1844, to Asbassador
Robert Murpky in Alglers, and his memorandum of the same
date to the agenoy heads concerned with the execution
of the plan.

Lot me take this opportunity to thank you again
for the interest which you have expressed in this matter.

Very truly yours,

J. W. Pehle
Exeoutive Direotor

Miss Belle C. Howard,

Chairman of Legislative Committee,
Women's Intermational League for
207 West 98th Street,

Few York, New York

Enclomares:

EBTowler:dd 6/16/44
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Dgar Niss Howard:

Thank you for your letter of May 10, 1944,
concerning the sstablishmemt of temvorary havems for
refugess.

Tour iaterest is much appreciated.

Very truly yours,

J, ¥, Pehle
Eyecutive HMrector

Mise Belle €, Howard,

Chairman of Legislative Committee,

Yomenm' tional for
sace and 3

207 Vest 98th Street,

New Tork, New Tork,

o (84 EBEutchisontagr 166k o —



207 W, 98 Street Aue. YNaw=12.=44
New York, N. Y., PR T TR 1) I —

May 10, 19uu (73] | [ ——
Dute

Mr. John W. Pehle
Director of War Refugee Board
washington, D. C.

Dear Sir,

The following resolution was adopted by the
Manhattan Branch of the Women's International League
for Peace and Freedom, May 9, 19uu, '

whereas, We understand there are nlans for the
establicshment of temvorary "free ports"
in the United States for refugees who
?re barred from entrance by immigration
aws, :

Be It Resolved That the Manhattan Branch of the
Women's International League for Peace and
Freedom urge the establishment of "free-
ports" immediately as a means of saving
from destruction the victims of Hitlerism,

(signed) (Mise) Belle C. Howard'

Chairman of Legislative Committee
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In reply please

refer to:

6ol

Dear Mrs. REothmang

Binoe my reply to your recent letter concern-
ing temporary havens in the United States for refugees,
the President has taken mection for the establishment of
an Emergenoy Refugee Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego,
New York. I am sure you will be interested in reading
the attached copies of the President's recent message
to Congress, hia oablegram of June 8, 1944, to Ambassador
Robert Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of the same
date to the agenoy heads concerned with the exeoutiom of
the plﬂ.

Let me take this opportunity to thank you
again for the interest which you have expressed in this
matter.

Very truly yours,
da | He Wy FOMLLE

J. W. Pehle
Executlive Direotor

Mrs. L. Rothman, Secretary,

Women's Club of Worjmen's Circle

Branch 822,
2050 Bighth Avenus,
Oakland, Califrnia.

Enclosures:

RBTowler:db 6/16/44



In reply pleasse

refer to:

B34

Dear Mrs, Rothmani

Thank you for your recent comsunication
concerning the establishment of temporary havens
for refugees,

Your interest in this problem is appre-
ciated,

Very truly yours,

J, W, Pehle
Bxecutive Director

Mrs, L., Rothman,

nﬂﬂiurg,

Women's Club of Morkmen's
Circls Branch 822,

2030 Bighth Avenue,

Oakland, Califoraia.

w @l’.ﬂl'-ntchi sontagr 6-1-44 A
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To: Fifes . -
Jm&jnl]L_j!E
No. Ans. Req. ...
A9 early as laot J-p-amharﬁ a dalegatlon of .mericimial .
rec

labor, headed by irosiient ~illlar n, of the As Fo 0f LByle
and President PM1lLp dorray, of the O, I. (., cubmitted n mom-
oran im 10 the tate Depariment, ap ealing "Lo our Govera=

nent and Lo the goveraments of the United HNatlons, to admit

10 all territorie ., undor thelr gonirol, Jewish refugoon

who may sugeend im esosplog from the Nazi hell."

foday, seven monthe late:, Hitler stsnds on the brink
of disuster. }hn feman loglons are lo retreat averywhera,
But the sufferings and the perveoutions of the Faseiaot

viotimo have not heen halieds According Lo recent roporin

the sazie¢ have, in .esperation, intensified their besiial
tarror. Orave danger throatane millions of people ln lLor-
tured “urope. unly swift action can save Lhews cow. HNot
words, or even teare, wili hawve the powar to rastores or

aave Lhalr liveu,.

%8 have isarned that Lhe "ar Ke a8 Honrd hae
undar werious considerantion a plam to e-tablish "free poria”
in the United .tates, whara rofugees from Hitlerism can find
shelier until they are nestiled in permanen$ homes. The
prorosal hae been endorsed by ledaing newspapers throughout
the couniry.

@ ooneider the establishment of "free rorts, which
wuul  glve lmnccent viotime of the roging haloosust, the
privilego we pow accord Axls priscomers, a most practical
and fanslihle one.

The plan would not only provide femporary hucman
“fra: port" sones, and sufs refuge, and thereby save the
lives of imnogont people fortunate to emaspe the olaws of
the Cestapo, but would amlse demomeirato moet dramatioslly
to the whole world the doggaed detersmimat lon of the amerlcan
Government and the Aimerican peopla to epare no effort In M

saving as man; of the sufferers as posaible. =

T ©
- ©°
Horecver, we bolieve that the adoption and the offgge ©)

tuailon of the plan will help stay the brutal Fazl hand and
will furiter opgourage Lhe evar=growing reosisiance to Ger= ‘55

385

:
man barbsariam. ) |
x,
%% |
vhe plan has our wholeheartied suppor!t and wo .. % » :
rospactfully arpge 1te immedlate adopllon. 2
G 1.- |
.1 b !';_
d@.@, ‘I RM" B ) -':'_f
i ; |

':'I'-:'.'.' nd. T ..‘44"

e




JUN 19 1944

In reply please

refer tox

Dear Mr. Rioe:

S8inoe my reply to your recemt telsgrams ocon-
cerning temporary havens in the United States for refugees,
the President has taken action for the establishment of
an Emergency Refugee Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego,

New York. 1 am sure you will be interested inr

the attached copies of the President's recent message to
, his osblegram of June 8, 1944, to Ambassador

Robert Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of the seme

date to the agency heads concerned with the exeocution of

the pdin.

Let me take this opportunity to thank you again
for the interest which you have expressed in this matter.

Very truly yours,

J- W. Ml.
Exeoutive Diresctor

Mr. Morris Rioe, Chairman,

City Committee,

New Haven Cirole Branches,
1686 Fairfield Street,

New Haven, Conneotiout.

Enolosures:

EBTowler:dd 6/16/44



S - MAY 19 1944

Dear Nr. Rice:

Thank you for your telegrams of Moy 11,
1944, %0 the Presildeat snd to me, comserning the
poasibllity of sstablishimg temporary havems for

refugees.
Tour interest is much appreciated,
Very truly yeurs,
4, ¥, Pehla
Executive Director
Kr. Morris Rice,
TEan,
City Committes,

. gﬁf ﬂ“l-““hlluup 5-1!-44.952’ =
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NEW HAVEN CONN MAY 11 1944
JOMN W PEHLE, DIRECTOR WAR REFUGEE BOARD
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AS EARLY AS LAST SEPTEMBER A DELEGATION OF AMERICAN LABOR, WEADED

BY PRESIDENT WILLIAM GREEN, OF THE A F OF L, AND PRESIDENT PHILIP
MURRAY, OF THE C | O, SUBMITTED A MEMORANDUM TO THE STATE DEPARTMENT,
APPEALING "TO OUR GOVERNMENT AND TO THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE UNITED
MATIONS, TO ADMIT TO ALL TERRITORIES, UNDER THEIR CONTROL, JEWISH
_REFUGEES WHO MAY SUCCEED IN ESCAPING FROM THE NAZI HELL."

TODAY SEVEN MONTHS LATER, HITLER STANDS ON THE BRINK OF DISASTER.

THE GERMAN LEGIONS ARE IN RETREAT EVERYWHERE. BUT THE SUFFERINGS AND
PERSECUTIONS OF THE FASCIST VICTIMS HAVE NOT BEEN HALTED, ACCORDING
TO RECENT REPORTS THE NAZYS HAVE, IN DESPERATION, INTENSIFIED THEIR
BESTIAL TERROR. GRAVE DANGER THREATENS MILLIONS OF PEOPLE IN TORTURED
EUROPE. ONLY SWIFT ACTION CAN SAVE THEM NOW, NOT WORDS, OR EVEN TEARS,
WILL HAVE THE POWER TO RESTORE OR SAVE THEIR LIVES.

(END PAGE ONE)
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W PEHLE, DIRECTOR WAR REFUGEE BOARD.

WE HAVE LEARNED THAT THE WAR REFUGEE BOARD HAS UNDER SERTOUS
CONSIDERATION A PLAN TO ESTABLISH "FREE PORTS™ IN THE UNITED STATES,
WHERE REFUGEES FROM MITLERISM CAN FIND SHELTER UNTIL THEY ARE SETTLED
IN PERMANENT HOMES. THE PROPOSAL MAS BEEN ENDORSED BY LEADING NEWS-
PAPERS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY.

WE CONSIDER THE ESTABLISHMENT OF "FREE PORTS" THE ERTTIARRS, o
ACCORD AXIS PRISONERS, A MOST PRACTICAL AND FEASIBLE ONE. :

THE PLAN WOULD NOT ONLY PROVIDE mnm-mm'h,:
AND SAFE REFUGE, AND THEREBY SAVE THE LIVES OF INNOCENT PEOPLE rﬂﬁnﬂ{
TO ESCAPE THE CLAWS OF THE GESTAPO, BUT WOULD ALSO DEMONSTRATE MosT A
TRAMATICALLY TO THE WHOLE WORLD THE DOGGED DETERMINATION OF THE AMERICAM{
GOVERNMENT AND THE AMERICAN PEOPLE TO SPARE NO EFFORT IN SAVING AS MANY T
OF THE SUFFERERS AS POSSIBLE.

MOREOVER, WE BELIEVE THAT THE ADOPTION AND THE EFFECTUATION OF THE
PLAN WILL HELP STAY THE BRUTAL NAZI HAND AND WILL FURTHER ENCOURAGE
THE EVER GROWING RESISTANCE OF GERMAN BARBARISM.

_ THE PLAN HAS OUR WHOLEHWEARTED SUPPORT AND WE RESPECTFULLY URGE 1TS
IMMEDIATE ADOPTION.
NEW HAVEN WORKMENS CIRCLE BRANCHES CITY COMMITTEE MORRIS RICE
CHAIRMAN 166 FAIRFIELD STREET.
601PU
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NEWHAVEN CONN MAY 11 1544 J iy L
PRESIDENT FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT D ;
WHITE HOUSE
AS EARLY AS LAST SEPTEMBER A DELEGATION OF AMERICAN LABOR,
HEADED BY PRESIDENT WILLIAM GREEN, OF THE A F OF L, AND )

PRESIDENT PHILIP MURRAY, OF THE C 1 0, SUBMIT MEMORANDUM TO
THE STATE DEPARTMENT, APPEALING “TO OUR GOVERNMENT AND TO THE
GOVERNMENTS OF THE UNITED NATIONS, TO ADMIT TO ALL TERRITORIES =)
UNDER THEIR CONTROL JEWISH REFUGEES WHO MAY SUCCEED IN ESCAPING
FROM THE NAZI HELL®.
TODAY, SEVEN MONTHS LATER, HITLER STANDS ON THE BRINK )

W
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OF DISASTER. THE GERMAN LEGIONS ARE IN RETREAT EVERYWHERE, BUT
THE SUFFERINGS AND PERSECUTIONS OF THE FASCIST VICTIMS HAVE NOT
BEEN HELD. ACCORDING TO RECENT REPORTS THE NAZIS HAVE, IN
DESPERATION, INTENSIFIED THEIR BESTIAL TERROR. GRAVE DANGER
THREATENS MILLIONS OF PEOPLE IN TORTURED EUROPE. ONLY SWIFT
ACTION CAN SAVE THEM NOW,3 NOT WORDS, OR EVEN TEARS, WILL HAVE
THE POWER TO RESTORE OR™ SAVE THEIR LIVES.

WE HAVE LEARNED THAT THE WAR REFUGEE BOARD HAS UNDER
SER1OUS CONSIDERATION A PLAN TO ESTABLISH “FREE FﬂlTSf |
IN THE UNITED STATES, WHERE REFUGEES FROM HITLERISM CAN"PIND
SHELTER UNTIL THEY ARE SETTLED IN PERMANENT HOMES THE PROPOSAL
HAS BEEN ENDORSED BY LEADINMG NEWSPAPERS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY.
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In reply please
660

refer to:

Doear Sirs:

Since my reply to your recent telegram to the
President concerning temporary huvens in the United States
for refugees, the President has taken mction for the
establishment of an Emergency Hefugee Shelter at Fort
Ontario, Oswego, New York. 1 am sure jyou will be
interested in reading the attached oopies of the Presi-
dent's recent message to Congress, his oablegraa of
June 8, 1944, to Ambassador Robert Murphy in Algiers,
and his memorandum of the same date to the agenoy heads
gonoerned with the execution of the plan.

Let me take this opportunity to thank you again
for the interest which you have expressed in this matter.

Very truly yours,

J. W, Pehle
Executive Dirsctor

Mr. Reuben Ouskin, Presidenmt,
Mr. Joseph Baskin, Secretary,
National Exeoutive Committes,
Workmen's Cirele,

175 East Broadway,

New York, New York.
Enclosures:

EBTowler:db 6/16/44
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Dear Sirs:

Tour telegram of May 8, 1944, to the Fresident
concerning the establishment of tewporary havens for
rafuszess, has beoen referred to me,

Tour _unnn is such aprreciated.

Very truly yours,

J. ¥, Fehle
Executive Mrector

Mr, Eeuben Cuskin,
Fresident,

Joseph Baskin,

Seoretary,

Notional Executive Committes,
"o 's e

1 t =

New York, New York,

,géj‘- @mtm-uiw 5-15-444 .33 -



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 9, 1944

Respectfully referred to the
War Refugee Board for consideration

and acknowledgment,

WILLIAM D. HASSETT
Secretary to the Fresident =)






SUCH TEMPORARY PORTS WOULD MARK THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
LIFE AND DEATH FOR THOUSANDS OF THESE REFUGEES AND WOULD
SERVE AS AN EXAMPLE FOR OTHER €OU RTRIES TO EMULATE. WITH
FULL AWARENESS OF YOUR DEEP HUMANITARIANISM AND WITH THE
REALIZATION THAT YOU STAND AS THE SYMBOL OF AMERICA'S
TRADITION OF LIBERTY AND TOLERANCE, WE ARE CONFIDENT THAT
YOU WILL PAY HEED TO AMERICAN LABOR'S APPEAL FOR FREE
PORTS FOR THE HELPLESS VICTIMS OF NAZI RUTHLESSNESS

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, WORKMEN'S' CIRCLE

REUBEN GUSKIN, PRESIDENT, JOSEPH BASKIN; SECRETARY.

w3



In reply please
refer to! 1017

Dear Mr, Levenson:

The President haes referred to me your letter
of May 20, 1944, concerning the establishment of tempo-
rary hrvens in the United States for refusees.

I am sure you will be glad to know of the
President's setion in establishing an Emergency Refugee
Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswezo, New York, Coples of
his recent messnge to Congress, his cablegram to Ambas-
sador Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of June 8,
1944, to the heads of the agencies concerned in the
execution of the nroject are snclosed,

Your concern for the fate of refugees and
your interest in the problem of providing places of
asylum for them are greatly sporeciated.

Sincerely yours,
'.'F‘.n.u".: 3, 1, Yebn@
J, W, Pehle

Executive Uirector

Mr, Leon Levenson,
Secretary,

The ;%:hilﬂiﬂl!.-.
415 South 19th Street,

Philadelvhia, Fennaylvania,

Enclosurss,

w\ utchisoniagr 6G-ld=44
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vissary 10 the Fresiden)

I, Fra in . Moceevel.t, Fresident
United States of Acerica

ite Houae
Yushington, D. Ca

Daur .ir, President:

is vurly «8 last Se.tember, & deie.ation of Ameri s wbor, headed by Presi-
dent Willlan CGreen, of the A. ¥, of L., and President hilip tharray, of the

¢, I, 0., subritted & mameranduves %0 the Btate Depurtmect, sppealing "to our

Government and to the varruse..te of the itad Vaticne, to «domit to all

carritories, wider their coutro., Jewish refugees who mey succeed in escapin

from the Hazi hell.”

Today, r at a on the trink of disaster. Tha
Tl arywnera. Dut the svfferin;s .nd ioe parsas
tie 1 ot be-n halted, HAaocording to recent
port aration, intensified their sotial terror.
Tave of gec le 1o tortured Zurcpe. Only swift

<0t1 joris, or even tu.rs, will have tne ponar

We tove lecrned that the War Refujee Zoard has under serious oc wideration
“ & to ustsbilsh "free' porta™ ln the nited Stutes, where refugees from

tielopisn cun find shelter until they -re sefiled in perma ant hcmes. The
iroposal hag been eidorsed by loa svepayers throughout the country.
Ge consider the estiblishment of "frae ports” which would give inmnozon% vic-
t f tl 5 Baloc.ast, . pris 1 ow socord Axles prosonats, 3
out pract " le one.
T oald mot enly provide tecporary humes "fi port" gzon:s, and @

r t = va t ivos of geent oo le fortunats tC GEC
t ciuwa of % jtapo, but 1 iso dscenstrate oost or tixlly to
the whol r-d the d i det of the Amoric. roment and tos
Amsric ople to opar feovt in suving as many of the suffora as

d

1017



Horeovar, we bellewe that the <d-cglom aod the effectostion of the plan will
y atay the Lrutal Ma-i hand and will Cupther sresurs 8 the svap- srowing

raa'st.ooos o0 Orroan beriepism,

The plan has been viewed at the speclal confersnce of Yepicren's C'rale
irnrghen of the Philods hic ares & d wos et with the :oet sathuslastle
aperoval of all delsjatus yresent. The officers of tha oonferacge and the
affioers of the Fhiladelphie offi.: of ths Werksan's Circls Districy and
City Organisation Comrmiftte. have been aathorlsed to resceotfully urge the
«diytion of said clang -
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Dear Mr. Levenson!

Thank you for your let:er of May 29, 1944,
concerning the establishment of temporary haveas for
refugess,

Tour interest in this problem is appreciated,
Very truly yours,

] 7. W, Pakle

v, W, Pehle
Executive Direator

Mr, Leon Levenson,
Secretary,

e s,
415 th 19th Street,

Fhiledelphia, Pennsylvania,

W wmtohlmlm 6-3-44 t}’(f =



THE WORKMEN'S® CIRCLE e :

0: Fi

Office: 415 South 19t o
Philadelphia,, .

BsyJ

May 29, 10y St
Honorable John W. Pehle, Director

war Refugee Board
waghington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Penle:

Ag early ae last September, a delegation of American labor,
neaded by President William Green, of the A. F. of L., and
President Philip Murray, of the C. I. 0., submitted a memo-
randum to the State Department, anpealing "to our Govern-
ment and to the governments of the United Nations, to admit
to all territories, under their control, Jewish refugees
wno may succeed in escaping from the Nazi hell."

Today, seven months later, Hitler stande on the brink of
disaster., The German legions are in retreat everywhere.
But the sufferings and the persecutions of the Fascist
victime have not been halted, According to recent reports,
the Nazis have in desperation, intensified their bestial
terror. OCrave danger threatens millions of people in
tortured Europe. Only swift sction can save them now. Not

words, or even tears, will have the power to restore or save

their lives.

We have learned that tne War Refupee Board has under serious
consideration a plan to establish "free’ports" in the United
States, where refugees from Hitlerism can find shelter until

tney are settled in permanent homes. The proposal has been
endorsed by leading newspapers throughout the country.

We consider the establishment of "free ports" which would give

innocent victime of the raging halocaust, the privilege we

now accord Axis prisoners, a moet practical and feasible one.

The plan would not only orovide temporary human "free port"
zones, and safe refuge, and thereby save thne lives of

innocent people fortunate to escape the clpws of the Gestapo,
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but would also demonstrate most dramatically to the whole
vorld the dogged determination of the American Governmzent
and the American peonle to spare no effort in saving as
many of the sufferers as noseible.

Moreover, we believe that the adontion and the effectuation
of the plan will help stay the brutal hand of tne Vazi and
will further encourage the ever-growing resistance to German
barbarism.

The nlen has been viewed at the special conference of Work-
men's Circle Branches of the Philadelphia area and was met
with the most enthusiastic aporoval of all delegates vpresent.
The officers of the conference and the officers of the
Philadelphia office of the Workmen's Circle District and City
Organization Committee have been authorized to respectfully
urge the adoption of said nlan.

Respectfully yours,
8. Trachtman; Chairmen

(signed) Leon Levenson”

Leon Levenson, Sec'y.

o~
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In reply please

refer to!

Y

3137

Dear Mrs, Yright:

The President has referred to me your recent letter
concerning the “mergency ‘efugee Shelter beins established at
Fort Ontario, Oawegro, New York, to give temporary asylum to
apnroximately 1,000 refugeee who have fled from their homelands
to Sonthern Italy,

Details of the plan were outlined by the President in
hir message to Congress on June 12, his cablegram to Ambassador
Murnhy in Algiers, and his memorsndum to the arency heads con-
cerned with the axecution of the project, Coples of these docu-
ments are enclosed as a matter of interest to you.

I assure you that the “nr ‘efuges Board is doing every-
th ng in its pover to resce the viectims of enemy persecution and
to find havens of refuge for them wherc they can remain in safety
and be cared for until they can be returned to their own countries
ot the end of the war. In this connection, I am sure you will be
interested to know that arrangements have been and are being made
to rrovide other ficilities to care for refurees in areas nearsr
to thelr homelands,

Very truly yours,
WBignad] J. v. vam,

J, W, Fehle
Executive Director

Mrs. Tarnsworth ¥Wrigi t,
519 East 58th Street,
Seattle 5, Vashington,

"nelosuras,

utchisoniagr B8-2-44
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W.ITERS' WAR BOA..D
Rax Svour, Chairman 122 EasT 42np STREET, New Yorg 17, N. Y.
Cant. Caxmn Telephone, Murray Hill 3-6800

Oucan, Hussmaaruo, Znd Juns 27, 1944

Juaw Eivw Porsrm
Kammaming Sevsous

TSNS L dnei Mr. Is Mo Welnstein
Pcmicy Bikack, 253 Broadway, Hoom 801

Estentive Secretary New York, New York

Advivory Conncll Dear Mr. Welnstein:
Loumn Anasic 7l
e ke S AL Here are one or two additlonal items
Msoaxe Cockin Bu which may interest you, sent iz to us as follow=
Roaxx DBassros up on the paragraph in the Writers' War Board
Lo Beport for June.
Cmcan m:.m
m-r;mm Sincerely,

Maac CosmpLLy P

HMonsian Conwis ?’ E g

L hmuh :

Seto Pt Lisiscn Officer

Wit D. Esmoeme Office of War Information.

Lawis GANMETT n‘hi f'
e Enc! Editorisls by Fennie Cock .-
Bditorial by Nathan Goodman
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In reply please MAY 29 194
refer to: T43

Dear Mrs, Wurszel:

Thank you for your letter of May 16, 15944,
gconcerning the sstablishment of temporary havens for

refugees.
Tour interest in this problem is apwreciated,
Very truly yours,
(8igned) J. W. Pehle
J. “i rlﬂl

Executive Director

Mrs, M, L,

420 South 4 rest,

Fhiladelphia, Pennsylvania.

?'MJ-' @J: &
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MAY 20 1344

Dear Nrs, ¥ursel:

Thask you for yeur letter of Nay 16, 1944,
m'ﬂ--‘lﬂ.l“ﬂw“ﬂr
refugees,

Your interesst is much appresiated.

Yery tmuly yours,

T

d. ¥, Pehle
Bxsoutive Piresther

— b1 P ammarcnteont 6/20/44  TT -






In reply please

refer toi

1396

JUN

Dear Mr, Levin:

The President has referred to me your
letter of June 7, 1944, concerning the establishment
of temporary havene in the United States for refugees,

I am sure you will be glad to know of the
President's setion in establishing an Emergency Refugee
Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York, Conies of
his recent message to Congress, his cablegram to Ambes-
sador Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of June 8,
1944, to the heads of the sgencies concerned in the
execution of the project are enclosed,

The concern of your organisation for the
fate of refugees and its interest in the problem of
providing places of asylum for them are greatly appre-
elated,

Sincerely yours,

J, ¥, Fehle
Executive Director

Mr, Louls Levin,
Chairman,

Tanowits Ald Sogiety, Ine.,
621 Hopkinson Avenue,

Brooklyn 77, New York,

Enclosures,

u‘ ﬁ\\
W RBHutchisoniagr 6-20-44
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7 W.R B
YANOWITZ AID SOCIETY, INC. ——
521 Hopkinson Avenue / Filing Authority
Brooklyn 77, N.Y. ;m Files
T | S —
FOu i 1;? No. Ans. Req.
oD GO . Initial

Hom, Franklin D. Roosevelt
White Housze
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

We, the members of the Yanowitz Ald Soclety, pat-
riotic American citizens whose good fortune it 1is
to live under the Stars and Stripes, appeal teo you
to use your good offices to eatablish free ports
in our and er possib

innocent victims of Nezi brutality.

Our land was based and prospered as a haven for the
oppressed and persecuted. At the foundatien of our
Statue of Liberty is insecribed the words of the
great American poetess, Emma Lazarus:

"Give me your tired, your poor,

Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,

The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.

Send these, the homeless, tmut-tnlud to me,
I 1ift my lamp beside the golden doori"

We end this resolution wishing you a long and happy
life for the welfare of mankind.

Respectfully yours,
Loceih deriny

Louls Levin
Chairman
Elias Barmasel
Secretary



JUN 17 100

In reply please
refer to: 973
Dear Nr, Yamus:

Thank you for your letter of June 7, 1944, con-
csrning the establishment of temporary havens in the United
States for refugees.

I am sure you will be glad to know of the Presideat's
action in establishing an Emergency Refugee Shelter at Fort
Ontario, Oswego, New York, Ooples of his recent message to
Gongress, his cablegram to Ambassador Murphy ia Algiers, and
his memorandum of June 8, 1944, %o the heads of the agencies
concerned in the execution of the project are emclosed.

Your concern for the fate of refugees and your
interest in the problem of previding places of asylum for
them are greatly appreciated.

SBinperely yours,

J. W, Pghle
Executive Dirsctor

Nr, Hyman Yanus,
2915 Araminge Avenus,
Fhiladelphia, 34, Pemnsylvania.

Enclosures,

W 4 %ﬂtﬂhﬂn: 6/16/44
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2915 Arsming

Phila. ,54,

-'.'bv.'r'll ¥

Fa.

Joht

1 W.Fehle, Taquire,

Bxecutive Diresctor,

Wnr Helugee Board,

Washington,

IJ.C-




In reply please

refer tol

3040

JUL 25 1944

Dear Nr. Yarmolinsky!

The President hes referred to me your
letter of July 18, 1944, concerning the establish-
ment of temporary havens in the United States for
refugees,

1 am sure you will be glad to knmow of the
President's sction in establishing =n Emergency Rafugee
Shelter at Yort Ontario, Oswego, New York, Copies of
his recent message to Congress, his oablegram to Ambrs-
sador Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of June 8,
1944, to the heads of the agencles concerned with the
execution of the project are enclosed.

YTour concern for the fate of refusees and your
tntereat im the problem of providing pleces of asylum for
them are greatly apnreciated.

Sineerely yours,

(Cigned) ue B FELLS

J, ¥, Pehle
Executive Mrector

Mr, Avrahm Tarmolinsky,
300 West 108th Street,
New York 25, New Tork,

¥nclosures.

ﬂﬂuteﬂ!nnlm 7-2444 ’%’ S
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' AVRAHM YARMOLINSKY v
200 WEST 108 STREET w' " a-
ST ORK 25, N. Y. ;
ST UGN, N " Filing Authority
4D CUNSIDERATION To: ¢ ies
3 o L2 17 Ans. s i i
) laaiins U014 Na. / ns. Req.
Secreicry t0 the Prestden: 3 Initial
July 16, 1944 Date

President Franklin D, Roosevelt
Washington

Dear President Hoosevelt:

I write to petition
you to establish temporary Rescue Uamps in these
States for the Jewish vietims of Nazi terrorj also
to urge our Allies to take similar action; flnally
to convey to the British Government the desire of

the American people that the gates of Palestine be

keep open for the unrestricted entry of the Jews

fleeing from Nazi persecutlon.

Faithfully yours,

MW’M? |



AUG 235 1944

In reply please
refer to: 3261

Dear Mr, Teagar:

President Foosevelt has referred to me your recent letter
concerning the plight of the Nuropsan Jews.

On Jammary 22, 1944, the President cmsated the Var Refures Board
for thes purpose of taking all possible msasuress Lo rescus and save the &
victiss of snemy oppression who are in imminent danger of death, and to
afford thes all possible relief and assistance consistent with the success-
ful prosscution of the war,

To accomplish the purpose for which it was created, the Var

Eefuges Board has initiated numerous measures to asalst persons %o sscape
from spemy and snsmy-occupled coumtries, to find havens of refuge for them,
to obtain better treatment for thoss for whom sscaps is not possible, amd
to induce the satellite countriss to desist from cooperating with the Nasi
policy of persscution and extermimation of mimority peoples. The Board hes
stationed representatives in strategic countries in order to sxpedits thess
measures.

Ia comnection with the problem of finding places of asylum for
thoss whe are enabled to sscape from memy-controlled areas, you will be
interssted to kmow that the Fresident has taken action to establish an
Egorcency Refuges Shelter at Fort Ontario, QCswego, New York, whers approxz-
imately 1,000 refugess are being cared for until they cam be returned to
their homelands at the end of the war. Arrangements alse have besn and
are belng made to provide other facilitles to care for rafugess in areas
naarer to their homelands,

I assurs you that the Board is doing everything im its power to
achisve its humanitarian objsctives,

Sincerely yours,

S
rn------_*'! T, W B L

. J, ¥, Pghle
;Mt- mﬁ Executive Director
- Nr. D, Richard Yeager,
e/o Firet Presbyterian Chureh,
115 Esat Fifth Strest,

i:lmlni. Oxlahoma,
0 tchison!agr 8-18-44 .
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In reply please
refer tot 767 .
MAY 23 1544

Dear Mres. Yellim:

Thank you for your recent letter concerning
the establishment of temporary havens for refugees.

Your interest in this probdlem is appreciated.
Very truly yours,

J., ¥, Pehle
Exegutive Director

Mrs. Samuel Yellin,.
Wynnewood, ?-mulmu.

Face Varta

400 (MEBHutchisontinp 6-22~44 A —
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In reply please

refer to:

2908

JUL 2+ 194

Dear Mr. Kramer!

The President has referred to me your regent letier
concerning the Emergency Refugee Shelter being established at
Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York, to give temporary asylum to
approximately 1,000 refugees who have fled from their homelands
to Southern Italy.

Details of the plan were outlined by the Fresident in
his message to Congress on Juns 12, his cablegram to Ambassador
Marphy in Alglers, and his memorandum to the agency heads con-
cerned with the execution of the project. Coples of these docu-
ments are enclosed as a matter of interest to you.

I assure you that the War Refugee Zoard 1s doing every-
thing in its power to rescue the victims of enemy persecution and
to find havens of refuge for them where they can remain in safety
and be cared for until they can be returned to their own countries
at the end of the war, In thls connection, I am sure you will be
interested to know that arrangements have been and are being made
to provide other facilities to care for refugees in areas nearer
to their homelands.

Singerely yours,
| 2% il :. v, 'h_t"l.

J. ¥, Pehle
Executive Director

Mr. Harold Kramer,

Fresident,

Yo 1 _of Boro Park,
1363 Fiftiesh 5t . Sees S
Brooklyn, Hew Tork.

Zpnclosures.

R'%l.l!w].-r:inp 7/21/44 M —



HARGLD KRAMER
PRERIDENT

ARTHUR H. MATLIN
WICE-FAESIDEST

BERHARD BERMAN
TRAEASUREN

SipNEY DRESSLER
HECORDIND BECMETARY
e
CHARLOTTE ROSCH
EXEESUTIVE BECRETARY

1363 FIFTIETH STREET, BROOKLYN, HEWTUH&“__,_._.—--—-—'—"
aa wWinoson 8:1411 & & po Ans Regq ——
Initia] —"

June 28, 1944 Date—

S pan ek n*s

Proeldent Franklle D. docsevelt
Whita House
‘i".’l.lh-, D.C.
Honored Sir,
we are an orginization of 600 orthodox
Jews, of whom 105 are in the Armed Forces.
wWe snpreclate the fact thet a thousand

refugsss have heen given shelter in this country ,
but this is only cne atep forward, Thers re-
main many, many thousands of people seeking re-

1ief from Nazi and Facist terror., won't you please
ertend your efforts to open up more shelters
for thess harmssed unfortunates?
Very Respectfvlly Yours,
___,q,_ PO 4 /{it,at-wuhbx
KEJHGLD KRAMER
PRESIDENT

FK :BM

“OMAR 70 TM3 AN UM T AR 37 2'En,



In reply please

refer toi!

1111

JUN 14 1944

Dear Mr, Eramer!

Thank you for your letters of Jume 1, 1944,
to the President and to me, concerning the establishment
of temporary havens in the United States for refusees,

I am sure you will be glad to kmow of the
President's action in establishing an Emergency
Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York, Coples of
his recent messagze to Concress, his cablegram to Ambas-
sador Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of Jume 8,
1944, to the heads of the agencles concerned in the
execut ion of the project are enclosed,

Tour concern for the fate of refugees and your
interest in the problem of providing places of asylum for
them are greatly apprecisted,

Sincerely yours,

iSigned) 7. W. P~M14

J, W, Pshle
Executive Director

Nr, Harold Kramer,
President,

Y lsrael | e of Boro Fark,
T%'TE;T.& treet,
lmllrl ¥ New "*'

Enclosures,

-~
w ﬁ’lmutuu-on:ur 6-13-44



HaroLD KRAMER
FAERIDENT

ARrTHUR H. MATLIN
VICE-PALSIDENT

BrrNARD BERMAN
THEASUSEN

SioNEY DRESSLER
AECONDING BECAETAMY

CHARLOTTE ROScH
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

< 1111
YOUNG ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE OF BOR(w. PABE

1363 FIFTIETH STREET, BROOELYN, NEW YOHK :': Files

- Winosonm B8:1411 o oy T

T No. .‘..'ﬂ‘l. Reg. —
e ml:.u:LM—:::: ﬂl‘ﬂfﬂ — e
L9D QUNSIDESA [HIN Dat .
0 e -y ) June lst, 1944 n*s
T AT e VL

e vicry o the President

Frealdent Frm klin Delano Roosavelt
White Houss
Wlﬂhingtﬂn, DIG.

Honorad Sir:

We, an organization of 800 membars (105 in the Armed
Forces), feel that the establislment of Frée Ports
would do an immeasurably great service to those
being pursued by the Nazl beasat.

Won't you please exert your good offices to the end
| that thess Free Ports may be opened.

We are pgrateful for your good work.

Respectfully yours,

*IMAR 70 T3 1N 9712 70 AR AT el
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YOUNG’ ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE OF BORO PARK ;ff"g,:,'““ 4

1363 FIFTIETH STREET, BROOKLYN, NEW YORK4ns.
No. Ans. Req. - ...

Windeor 8 - 1l4ll Initial S—
m——-—-ﬂ_ﬂ

June lst, 1944

Mr. John W. Pehle
War Refugee Board
Washington, D. C.
Honored Sir:
We, an organization of 600 membere (105 in the Armed
Forces), feel that the establishment of Free' Ports would
do an immeasurably great service to those Deing pursued
by the Nazl beast.

Won't you please exert your good offices to the end
that these Free Ports may be opened.

We are grateful for your good work.
Respectfully yours,
YOUNG ISRAEL OF BORO PARK
/8/ Harold Kramer

HAROLD KRAMER *
PRES IDENT

HK:CR



In reply please
refer to: 10B1

Dear Miss Youngman:

The Fresident has referred to me your letter
of June 7, 1944, concerning the establishment of tempo-
rary havens in the United States for refugees.

I am sure you will be glad to know of the
Fresident's aotion in establishing an Emergency Refugee 5
Shelter at FYort Ontario, Oswego, New York. Coples of his
recent message to Congress, his cablegram to Ambassador
Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of June 8, 1944,
to the heads of the agencies concerned in the execution
of the project are enclosed,

Your concern for the fate of refugees and your
interest in the problem of providing places of asylum
for them are greatly appreciated,

Sincersly yours,

J, ¥, Pehle
Executive Director

Miss L. Toungman,
5909 Washington Avenue,
Philadelphia 43, Pennsylvania,

Enclosures,

Wvﬂ" RBHutchisoniagr 6-13-44
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n \ Philadelphia g-‘%%%
A Tune 7, 1944\ 'i...,‘;

My dear Mr, Presidents t = %,

May I urge your
earnast consideration of a

/ free port for war refugees
/ in Aperica?

With my highest
esteem, and with God's
blesaing unon you,

5909 Washington Ave,-A3

1021

W.R. B
Filing Authority
To: Files

Ans. .
No Ans. Req. —
Initial
Date—




In reply please
refer to: 3046

S e

Dear Hr, Coxhead:

President iloosevelt has referred to me your letter of July 14,
1944, concerning the establishment of the War Hefugee Board and urging
agtion to save the Jewish people of Furope.

On January 27, 1944, the Iresident croated the ¥ar Fefugee Board
for the purpose of teking all possible messures to rescus and save the
victims of enemy oppression who are im {mminent danrer of demth, and to
afford them all possible relief and assistance consistent with the success-
ful prosecution of the war,

To accomplish the purpose for whi!ch it was created, the War

Hefuree Board has initiated numerous measures to assist persons to escape
from snemy and enemy-occupied countries, to find havens of refuge for them,
to obtain better treatment for those for whom eSCApe is not possible, and
to induce the satellite countries to desist from cooperating with the Nasi
poliey of persecution and extermination of minority peoples, The Board has
stationed repressntatives in strategic sountries in order to expedite these
measures,

In replying to your inquiry concernins the necessity for altering
the immigration laws in order to admit Jevish refugees from Burope, 1t i#
necessary to distinguish between persons sntering thls country under the
regular immigration procedure, and those given only temporary msylum in this
country as refugees. The former include persons aimitted on a permanent
basis who acoulre the rights and privileges of legal {mmigrants and psrsons
sdmitted for limited periods under temporary visas; both of these groupe Are
subject to applicable provisions of our immigration statutes.

In connection with the recently announced plan to give 1,000
refugees a temporary haven in this country, 1 am enclosing coples of the
President's message to Congress on June 12, 1944, his cables;ram to Ambassador
Murphy in Alciers, and his memorandum to the heads of the agencies comcerned
with the execution of the plan, You will note that these refucees will be
brought to the United States outside the reqular immigration procedurs, under



= i

arrancements sisilar to thoss by which eivilian interness from Latin
imsrica and prisoners of war have been brought hers, will be
1mced in the Lmergency Hafuges Fhelter at Fort Ontario, Dawego, Sew
oric, under appropriate sscurlty restrictions and o 11 be returned to
thelr homelands upon the termination of the war,

1 assurs you that the Soard is doing everything in its power
to mehisve its husanitarian objestives, knowing that the measure of its
success will be the mumber of lives saved

Sincersly yours,

Plamed) £. 9. fatte

J, W, Pehle
Executive M reator

Mr, ¥, 0, Coxhead,
Exscutive “scretary,
Toung Men's Christian Associntion,

7§, Patarsburs, Tlorida, s

Enclosures,

A0 AhiBurcninoningr 8344 -
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YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 7y, ethorty
8T. PETERSBURG, FTLORIDA Ans,

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

WOET S EOC

“—a world-wide fellowship of men and BOARD OF Ao '—_—‘E;‘fu-—-_-‘-
w an, P wr boys united by common lovally fo Jesus [ —
FRANCH W, CLANK, WICE-FanEsbL et Christ for the purpose of budlding Chris- lllilll.l.u- TS
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EOBERT &, WALDES

The Hon. Iranilin D. Hoosevelt
The VYhite iouse
Washington, D. C.

Dear Slr:

T am deeply stirred by the plight of the Jews 1n
Europe who may still become victims of Nazl barbarity, and
am vitally interested in the ef'fective cooperation of our
Government in faclilitating the escape from starvation and
death of as many of them as possible. The setting up of
the Var Refugee foard 1s heartening. It 1s to be hoped
that Tt 1s fully Implemented to deal with the situatlon,

and funetloning.

Do our immigration laws requlre altering, or can
Jewish refupgees from European countries be mdmitted on the
rerular quota basis for each country from which they come®

I feel sure that you muat be intereated in doing
evervthing humanly possible to rescue these unfortunate
people. 1 trust that you will not miss this ;reat opportu-
nity which finds you in such a strategle position to help.

Sincerely yours,

{;;Efaﬁ' t;zijﬁﬂ‘ﬁqkﬂ-ﬂlqﬁe
Y. Gy Coxhesd
W Lxecutive Secretary

W

LET'S COMPFLETE YMCA BUILDING FUND - AFRIL 24 -MAY 4

WOMWTDITHCI;MWHSSMDMTOFMNNE 6, 1944)



JuL 21 1M

In reply pleasge
refer to: 2943

Dear Mr. Zabronsky:

The President has referred to me your recent letter
concerning the Emergency Refugee Shelter being established at
Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York, to give temporary asylum to
approximately 1,000 refugees who have fled from their home lands
to Southern Italy.

Details of the plan were outlined by the President in
his message to Congress on June 12, his cablegram to Ambassador
Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum to the agency heads con-
cerned with the execution of the project. Copies of these docu-
ments are anclosed as & matter of interest to jyou.

I assure you that the ¥War Refugee Board 1s dolag every-
thing in ite power to rescue the victims of enemy persecution and
to find havens of refuge for them where they can remain in safety
and be cared for until they can be returned to their own countries
at the end of the war. In this connection, I am sure you will be
interested to know that arrangements have been and are being made
to provide other facilities to ocnre for refugees in areas nearer
to their homelands.

Sincerely yours,

'm‘ 'i '- Fahle

J. ¥, Pehle
Executive Dirs=actor

Mr. Jagob O, Zabronsky,
1501 Broadway,
New York 18, New York.

Enclosures.

&fﬁ‘u EBTowler:inp 7/20/44
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W.R. B. S

ey
JACOB O. ZABRONSKY . '
To: AC Uiy FIEF -

1501 BROADWAY Kivi )y p

NEW YORK 18, N. Y. JHQ'WP—

Juns 30, 1944

Honored Sir,

| We appreciate the fact that a thousand refu~-

gees have been given shelter in this country,
but this is only one step forward. There
remain many, many thousands of people seeking
relief from Nezi and Fascist terror.

Won't you please extend your efforts to open
up more shelters for these harassad unfortu-
nates?

Pres. Franklin D. Rooaigplt
White House
Washington, D. C.



In reply please

refer toi

1082

Dear Mies Zatlyni

The President has referred to me your com-
munication of recent date concerning the establishment
of temporary havens in the United States for refugees,

I am sure you will be glad to know of the
Fresident's action in establishing an Emergency Hefugee
Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswvego, New York, Copies of
his recent message to Congress, his cablegram to Ambas-
sador Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of June 8,
1744, to the heads of the arencies concerned in the
sxscution of the project are enclosed .

Your concern for the fate of refugees and
your interest in the problem of providing rleces of
asylum for them are grently appreciated.

Sincer=ly yours,

', Feol®

J,. W, Pshle
Executive Director

Migs Vers F, Zatlyn,
4730 Pine Street,
Philadelphin, Pennsylvania,

Epnclosures,

7Yk ﬂﬂmutchtumur 6-15-44
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In reply

refer tot
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JuL 21 B

please
=B84

Dear Mr. Zelechower!

The President has referred to me your regent lelter
soncerning the Emergency Refugee Si» lter being established at
Yors Ontario, Oswego, New York, to give temporary asylum to
approximately 1,000 refugees who have fled from their homelands
to Southern Italy.

Your support for this program and your interest in
measures for saving the lives of the victime of enemy oppression
are deeply appreciated,.

I assure you that the War Refugee Board is doing every-
thing in its power to rescus these persscuted people and to find
havens of refuge for them where they ocan remain in safely and be
cared for until they ocam be returnmed to their own countries at the
end of the war. In this comnection, I am sure you will be inter-
ested to know that arrangements have been and are being made to
provide other facilitles to care for refu ees in areas nearer to
their homelands.

Sincerely yours,
Bigned) 7. 9. Pelle

J. W. Pehle
Executive Director

Mr. daurice Zeleghower,
Hotel Herald,
San Francisco, Califormia,

EBTowleriinp 7/20/44
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LACKANANNA 4-6300 New York, N.Y.
Juhe 26, 1944,

Honoravle Franklin D. Roosevelt, EPIPECTFULLY AEFEMRET
President of the United States, POR ACKAJWLE GMEN,
White House, Washington, D. 0.  AND QOMSIDERA L ¥

L = a
Honorable President: (VN TIAPN SOeF /|

Beareiary o the Presiden:

I, as a citizen of this United States of America,

wish to thank you for your humanitarian soction in behalf of
the persecuted minorities in Europe.

On June 12 you delivered a plea to Uongrees,
excerpt from which I shall quotel

"Po ue, the unprovoked murder of innocent
people simply Decause of race, religion or political
oreed ie the blackest of all possible crimes. As the
hour of the final defeat of the Hitlerite forces draws
oloser, the fury of their insane desire to wipe out the
Jewish race in Europe continues undiminished. This is
but one example: many Ohristian groups also are being
murdered.”

1 am with you heart and soul in your new move to
gave the victime of Hitler's terror in Europe. And I lmow
that you would have not only my support, but the support of
most Americans, if you could see your way clear to open
additional camps in which Hitler's vioctims could find

temporary asylum in this country.

On May 21, 19%0, I wrote you from San Francisco,
Oalifornia, and pleaded u!.th you to accept a third term as
President of this United Btates, and I again plead with you
at this time that you accept a Fourth Term as President of
this United States — we want you - and we need you more than

ever beforel
While reading a newspaper thie morning I was amused
to read that Mrs. James A, Farley declared that she will vote

Republican. To this I must say - that I am Republican but will
vote Democratio, which will offset the 16ss of one vote,

BIGHT IN THE HEART OF THE HEART OF NEW YORK
1000 OUTSIDE ROOMS RADIO IN EVERY ROOM
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the U. B. Navy as 3d Olass Pharmaciet's Mate and was stationed
somewhere in the Bouth Pacific, and after two years he came

g 1lst Olass Pharmacist's Mate.
8. Naval Air Station at Santa Ana,

‘ May I add that my som, Fichard Zelechower, entered

home on leave with a rating a
He is now stationed at the U.
California.

I rem=in with kindest wishes for your success and
with confidence that you will save the persecuted minorities
of Europe from the scourge of Totalitarianiem,

Bincerely yours,

u
Hotel Herald

_ Ban Francisco, Oalifornia.

BIGHT IN THE HEART OF THE HEART OF NEW YORK

1000 OUTSIDE ROOMS RADIO IN EVERY ROOM



In reply please

refer toi

3113

AUG 12 196

Dear Mr, Lelenko:

The Fresident hns referred to me your com-
munication of July 23, 1'44, concerning the establish-
ment of temmorsry havens in the United Sgutes for refugees,

I am rure you will be glad to know of the Fresi-
dent's action in establishing an Emergency Refugee Shelter
at Fort Ontario, Oswepo, New York, Copies of his recent
mesaage to Congress, his cablegram to Asbassador Murphy in
Mpglers, snd his memorandum of June 8, 1944, to the heads
of the agencies concerned with the execution of the project
ra anclosed,

Your concern for the fate of refugees and your
interest in the problem of providing places of asylum for
them are grestly annrecinted,

Sincerely yours,

J, W_ FPehle
Eyrecutive Director

Mr, Morrie Zelenko,
17660 Wiscomein,
Detroit, Michigan,

snelosures,
iy
e

W’“V %uum-un:m 7-31-44
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In reply pleass

refer to!

2861

Dear Mr, Zibman!

The President has referred to me your recent letter
concerning the Emergency Refugee Shelter being established at
FYort Ontario, Oswego, New York, to glve temporary asylum to
approximately 1,000 refugees who have fled from their homelands
to Southern Italy.

Details of the plan were outlined by the President in
his message to Congress on June 12, his cablegram to Ambassador
Marphy in Alglers, and his memorandum to the agency heads con-
cerned with the execution of the project. Coples of these doou-
ments are snclosed as a matter of interest to you.

I assure you that the Var Refugee Board is doing every-
thing in its power to rescgue the victims of enemy persecution and
to find havens of refuge for them where they can remain in safety
and be cared for until they can be returned %o their own countries
at the end of the war. In this comnection, I am sure you will be
interested to know that arrangements have besen and are being made
to provide other facilities to oare for refugees in areas nearer
to their homelands.

Sincerely yours,

13igned) J. U, Pehle

J. W. Fehle
Executive Director

Mr., Hirsch Zibman,
2629 West Girard Avenue,
Philadelphia 30, Pennsylvania.

Enclosures.

Wi’w’ EBTowler:inp 7/20/44
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In reply please

refer to!

s

949

Dear Mr, & Mrs, Ziegler:

Thank you for your comsunication of June 6,
1944, concerning the establishment of temporary havens
in the United States for refugess.

1 um-mﬂuhnﬂtuhﬂ#m
President's action in establishing an Emergency Refugee
Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, Nev Tork. Copies of his
recent message to Congress, his cablegram %o Ambassador
Murphy in Algiers, and his semorandum of June 8, 1944, to
the heads of the agencies concerned in the execution of
the project are enclesed,

Your concern for the fate of refugess and your
{nterest in the problem of previding places of asylum for
them are greatly appreciated.

Sincerely yours,
1. Pohle

J. '1 Pehle
Executive Director

Mr., & Nrs, lsrasl Ziegler,
Marion Court,

13th & Nedro Streets,
Philadelphia, 41, Pennsylvania,

Enclosures,

MY ¥ reButonison: 6/16/44
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In reply pleass WMAY 29 1944
refer tot B03

Dgnr Hiss IZimmermani

Thank you for your letter of recent date
concerning the sstablishment of temporary havens
for refugees,

Tour interest in thie problem is appre-
clated,

Very truly yours,

J. W, Pehle
Bxecutive Director

Hiss Shirley 5, Simmerman,
4634 Yalnut Street,
Philadelphis 39, Pennsylvanis.

|.-J-. .'ll I

M ﬂm:nuhuontgr B-26-44 w G
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JUN 19 1944

In reply please
refer to! 1179

Dear Mr, Treiman!

Thank you for your resolution dated June 10,
1944, concerning the establishment of temporary havens
in the United States for refugees,

I am sure you will be glad to know of the
Fresident's metion in estsblishing an Emergency Hefugee
Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York, Copies of
his recent message to Congress, his cablegram to Ambas-
sador Murphy in Algiers, and his memorandum of June 8,
1944, to the hends of the agencies concerned in the
execution of the project are snclosed.

The concern of your organization for the fate
of refugees and your interest in the problem of providing
places of asylum for them are greatly appreclated,

Sincerely yours,

L S ]

J, W, Pehle
Executive Director

Mr. ¥illism Treiman,
Fresident,

6100 N, 10th Street,
Philadelphia 41, Fennsylvania,.

-y 1 (r % - " /.-
)I.I.'. L Filltree A ALbw L4 ¢

Enclosnures,
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W.R. B.
Filing Authority

June 10th, 1944 Ans.
' No. Ans. Req.

Initial
Date .

W ar Refugee Board
Washington 25, D.C.

Be it resolved that wa, Brandeis Mens "}rau;, of
Zionist Oeganization of America, consisting of 56 nembers
at a meeting held June 8th, 1944, urge the President and
his War Refugee Board to give s=>rious consideration to the
proposal to estaoclish Free Parf;’for Refugees in the United
States for the duration. The establishment of such Tree
Ports would translate into action the humanitarian desire
of the Am=rican People to save as many victims of Nazi

brutality as can still be saved.

x Ly SOWE B
Wff :f Treiman, President




President of United States

White House
Washington,

b1/

Philadelphia 41, Pa.

June 10th, 1944

1397

waa_

To: Files v

aroecriuwy oflete, —
FOn ACKNOWLFTIMEN)
LD CUNSIDERATION

tdax‘.';.*w'w..-.--z.ﬂ

Fecrsicry w the Preeidest

Be it resolved that we, Brandeis’ Mens Group, of

2ionist Organization of America, consi sting of 56 members,

at a meeting held JyneSth, 1944, urge the President of the

-
?ﬁ: 1 I :ﬁ ‘Tiﬂ iman, Prra sident

\ United States and his War Refugee Board to give serious

consideration to the proposal to establish !‘re; Ports for

Refugees in the United States for the duration.

ment of sach Free Ports would translate into action the

victims of the Nazi brutality as can still be saved.

The establish-

humanitarian desire of the American people to save as many
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