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WHERE ARE THE JEWS TO GO?

By Dr. J. N. STEINBERG

The Empire Migration Conference held in London from the 1ith 1o
the 13th of October deserves the close attention of the Jewish as much
as it does that of the non-Jewish British public. The very important
speeches and resolutions of this conference brought home clearly to all
the participants two far-reaching and decisive points. The first was
that the Dominions of the British Empire need an immediate and
organised immigration on a large scale if they wish—in view of the
steadily falling birth-rate of their own population—to preserve and
develop the possibilities of defence and economic expansion. Whereas
there are 468 people to a square mile in Great Britain, there are only
two to a square mile in Australia, three in Canada, and fifteen in New
Zealand, Secondly, there is not much chance of attracting in the
forthcoming years large numbers of immigrants from Great Britain
or of people of British stock in general. 1tis buta logical consequence
of these two premises that sooner or later the Dominions themselves
will be forced—under the pressure of land-hungry States—to look for
non-British, as well as British, immigrants whose interests could be
identified with theirs. As Viscount Elibank stated at the conference :
“ 1t is no use disguising the fact that the large, empty, and sparsely
populated areas within the British Dominions are the envy of nations
who have no opportunity for decanting their surplus citizens into
territories which they can call their own, and that to-day the poorly
filled Dominions form a danger not only to the well-being of the
Empire, but also to the peace of the world.”

Here is where the question of Jewish immigration comes in.

GHASTLY PLIGHT OF EAST EUROPEAN JEWRY

There is no need to go on giving fresh and poignant descriptions of
the plight of Jews in the countries of Eastern and Central Europe.
Day by day we are reminded of the endless persecutions and humilia-
tions to which the Jewish masses are subjected in Poland, Rumania,
Latvia, Germany, Austrin—persccution with no hope of relaxation.
Every conscious Jew, whatever his views, is torn by perplexity as to
what can be done for these millions of our brethren.

Of course there is first of all the political fight for the civil and
economic rights of Jewry in all these countries where they have lived
for centuries, They undoubtedly possess these rights not only because
of their historical associations with and sacrifices for these countries,
but because of the clementary principles of humanity and common
gense. the denial of which is a denial of civilisation. The political
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struggle on one side and the magnificent system of Jewish collective
charity on the other both can do much, it is true, o defend
these Jews. Bul evervbody must come to the conclusion that
the first can only bear fruit in the long run, while the sources of
philanthropy are by no means inexhaustible. Jewish charity may
soften the sufferings, but it cannot alter the terrible position of the
Jewish masses,

Thus the idea of mass-emigration and mass-colonisation presents
jiself @s the only practical way of really helping the hundred
thousands of Jewish brains and hands which are struggling desperately
for life and work. The Zionist Movement, which has accomplished
great things in this respect in recent years, is now threatened with
rigorous limitation, both geographical and economic. In any case, the
pressing needs for emigration are out of all proportion to the immediate
possibilities of Palestine. Jewry must in these circumstances look for
a new large territory in one of the emply arcas overseas, preferably
within the British Empire. Perhaps Australia and New Zealund, with
{heir non-increasing populations and the immense chances of
expansion, are the countries where Jewish longing for a secure life
could be attained.

INFILTRATION BARRED

But on what lines should the new Jewish emigration movement
proceed? There are certain principles dictated by experience and
science which must be strictly followed if the essential objects of the
movement are 1o be accomplished. What we must sel oul lo accom-
plish is colonisation, not infiliration of individual Jews into a new
country. Infiltration means the penetration of individuals into an
economically organised community, Infiltration of Jews would have
the well-known results—drift into the big industrial cities, competition
with mon-Jews in certain occupations and trades, resulting in the
creation of anti-Semitism. Colonisation, however, means the wking
aver of an unpopulated or very sparsely populated area which is sti’l
economically undeveloped by groups of selected immigrants. We musi
sel out to establish a closed Jewish settlement, with its own collective
responsibility, modest in the beginning and with the possibilities of
further expansion,

The new settlement must be based on agriculture, developed both by
the consumption of the agricultural products by the settlers
themselves, and by the selling of the surplus. There is no
call to be frightened by the we!l-known bogy of world food markets
ulready glutied. The truth—as expressed by the speakers al the
Migration Conference—is that half of the population of the world is
underfed, and that even the people of this country are becoming aware
of the existence of undernourishment in their midst.

But modern colonisation schemes no longer concentrate on agricul-
wure alone, Important as settlement on land is for the regeneration of
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the mental and physical health of the immigrants, it should not be
made a goal in itself. mwmmt‘mmademmumhmw
recognised to be what is called agro-industrial colonisation. This
system gradually creates new secondary industries on the spot which
utilise local agricultural products. Jews would also introduce those
other secondary industries to which they are accustomed and which
are little developed in the Dominions, These new industrial centres,
into which Jewish artisans and skilled workers from Europe could
be readily placed, would not be organised 1o compete with the existing
industries and trades in the country; bul they would be designed
1o fit into the existing economic system. * Trade follows migration,
and migration encourages trade.” It is no exaggeration 1o say that
every Jewish migrant who successfully establishes himsell overseas
becomes a customer for the goods and provides employment for
workers in the new country.

NO POLITICAL AMBITIONS

And here we come to the third principle of this type of Jewish
colonisation: it must be entirely free from political ambitions. It is
useless 1o belitile the political or rather psychological and racial
difficulties which are likely to bar the way to Jewish settlement in
any British Dominion, Yet it is well to bear in mind the bitter
criticisms which have been evoked by the reserve and even hostility
with which British immigrants have been received by the people of
Canada, Australia, and New Zealand. For example, the Bishop of
London stated: “ 1 was told by a man in New Zealand, when asked
why immigration was not more greatly welcomed : * The truth of the
malter is that we have gol a very nice piece of the world's surface and
we mean 1o keep it to ourselves.” ™ Prejudices like this must be over-
come by reason and patience, and the new state of affairs in the world
should accelerate the abandonment of such a narrow-minded attitude,

Jewish immigration would mean the opening up and development of
~ new ™ areas upon a large and organised basis by a pioneering and
hard-working population. The Jewish settlers would not expect o
give their settlement the character of an independent political com-
munity. There should be no doubt as to their loyalty to the Dominion
State under whose authority and supervision they would live and work.
The most appropriate form for such an undertaking would seem to be
a Chartered Company with an adequate working capital backed by
authoritative Jewish societies.

There then arises the question of finance. 1t must be clearly unider-
stood that migration on a large scale cannot be conducted by means af
charity. As was rightly pointed out at the conference, * Overseas
settlement is a business, and like any other business can only succeed
if it is well organised and properly financed.” Afler securing the
necessary permission for settling in the *“mnew" areas, a lewish
Migration and Settlement Bank would have to be created so as lo
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mobilise the modest material resources of the immigrants and the
larger capital of those interested in the new creative work. Both
capital and man power are required for the development of the
Dominions, and there is reason enough to think thal non-Jewish capital
us well as Jewish would find its way to a country together with the
influx of an industrious and encrgetic population.

A CRITICAL SITUATION

There is no time to lose. Whether we Jews act or nol the Jewish
question is on the agenda of the world. It is pre-eminently an inter-
national problem. Governments, as well as individuals, are aware
to-day of the dangers involved in this problem. It is not only an aching
wound in the conscience of humanity; it is a real threat to the well-
being of other nations. Anti-Semitism and Jew-baiting have become in
the gloomy politics of to-day the gateway to reaction and Fascist
despotism which crush under their iron heel the liberties of all citizens
without distinction. From this point of view, anti-Semitism—as a
threat 1o world peace—is now obviously a question for non-Jews no
less than for Jews. The peace-loving world is being forced now 1o
look out for some solution of this problem. The limited capacity of
Palestine renders more urgent than ever the necessity 1o create a second
outlet for the Jewish masses in Eastern Europe. This is the historical
moment when Jewry can, and must, pronounce its claims in the face
of the disturbed and waiting nations.

But the best way is not merely to appeal to sentiment and moral
convictions, but to approach the responsible authorities with clearly
defined and concrete plans for changing completely the Jewish position
in the unfortunate countries. A scheme of organised mass-colonisation
in one of the empty places of the carth would elicit general attention
and sympathy. For this purpose, a Jewish commission for investigation
should be created at once in order to ascertain—during as short a
lime as possible—what place overseas, preferably within the boundaries
of the British Empire, is best suited for the needs of the Jewish masses
and the interests of the country concerned, This task cannol be trans-
ferred to an inguiry commission of the League of Mations, because
—apart from other considerations—no people excepl Jews know and
feel the distress and desires of the Jewish people. The Migration
Conference arrived at the conclusion that a special Statutory Authority
with definite financial powers should be established for the purpose of
encouraging all forms of useful Empire migration, and they emphasised
the need of having the * best brains ™ of the Empire for this work.
How much more is this necessary for us!

A new Jewish movement, known as the “ Freeland Movement,” was
started during recent years, which has sought to crystallise the ideas
expressed above and which is determined to mobilise the active forces
of Jewry for their realisation. This movement must be distinguished
from the various Jewish emigration societies, important though their
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activities may be: its aim is not to help the individual emigrant, bul
to achieve the concentrated colonisation of Jewish masses in a large
territory. This movement does not compete with Zionism, although
they both are moving on similar lines, because it would be only 1o the
benefit of Palestine if the high pressure of Jewish emigration could be
partly diverted in another direction. * Freeland " wanis to bring a
message of new hope and activity into the desperate masses of the
Jewish people, to save the sell-respect of the Jewish youth
which is seeking feverishly for the fruitful application of its physical
and intellectual powers. This inevitable, painful process of emigration
ought to be transformed into a positive and creative one; it should not
be so much a running away from the old homes as the building up of
nuwhemmfruimdundulrm:ky. One need only wander
through the strects of the unhappy Jewish towns and villages of
Eastern Europe to grasp how much valuable human material is con-
centrited there, how many real talents and noble souls breathe among
these millions, How eager they are for honest work and life, these
weavers from Lodz and Bialysiok, these tailors, carpenters, and brick-
layers from Vilna or Warsaw, these professionals from Kovno,
Bucharest, Kishinefl, Riga, Vienna, and from Germany. How necessary,
how urgent, it is 1o enable them to develop fully all their capacities in
pioneer work with a worthy aim to the benefit of themselves, of Jewry,

and the world at large.
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Council for German Jewry.

Annual Report of the British Section for 1937.

It is five years since the Mational Socialist Party in Germany
sdudpum,mdbepntnurwuﬂapoliqnfdimimﬂngﬁ]m
of Germany from any part in the life of the country. The policy has
bampunuedwithmethudandthomughnmduﬁugduﬁwfm.
Itmwdu&thth:udmimuf]mmdﬂmwhﬂmﬁmm:ﬁvﬂ
Smie:mdth:puhﬁnlifeuhhemw,mdmdrpﬂulmm
from all the liberal professions. In 1935, by the Nuremberg laws, all
]mdeun-Aryuumdwdndafdﬁmﬂhipmdpuﬁﬁml
rights. Dmingtheh:.tmyuntbuthnbomutudy:ﬂ‘mmddw
ﬂmw:nfﬂugmenlmnomicli&mdmpdﬂmm&winm
economic and intellectual gheto, In the last months the measures
hnbmhmﬁﬁodhyﬂ:ﬁmduwﬂufnwmuﬁlh&m]mish
Whhhyﬂmhmdmu&xnf]mhhﬁmmﬂrymbodiu,md
hyﬂummplmuduﬁmof]mﬁwnlnmbﬂnfmaﬁﬁcmdu.
mdmmﬁwbefouth:]mnfﬁmthﬁmw
annihilation.

In the review of the work of the Council for 1937, the second
year of its activiry, ,itmlybtnppﬂtmﬂﬂtﬂwbﬂtﬂ?:—

(ljdnmndiﬂmnqum]m; and

(2) the effort which has been made during the five years by the

]ﬂishorpniutiwfnrth:mimulﬁemmy]wry.
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Central Organisation and it hnndmfwnpcciicnhhmﬁmlmmhh-
Iong-established commupal organ in each wown o
mn_tinﬂkﬁﬁﬂﬂuﬂr P;mmmmmn[
isuLons or 1 mpeoses. It
;mnlbudnainth:pmﬁmﬂuu?:bum
mnﬁmmmmimmmmmmrmﬁmam&mhmm
and it is abso a central agency for receivi outside
Germany and superviting theis applica . Ity annual budger during the et years
mmﬂwﬂm.;mmawmmm“mmmw
uﬂh]frmummlmm.mmﬂmwhidthmhmﬁmﬂmﬂ
1hn]wi¢ﬂwrmmd|ksfwtdiﬁmumn.fwj w
b:lﬂdpmmfnrmlhmhll‘lhj ish children in Germany, and for the
social activities of the community is steadily i
members s steadily di
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{d) Emigration.

Since 1933 it has been recognised that, 1o save the generation who have no
:hmpd‘ﬁkinﬁ:muy,-pmmmnr m&ﬂﬂﬁ

hose who fied in the early el et e
jod or European tries, and reen
lmdmnnmicnﬁ-, W . s

At the same time a certain outflow from Germany 1o the neighbouring
European countries, partly of persons who diverse reasons CARBOL Temain in Y
pdjﬂlmmmm:muﬂpnﬂhlﬂlhﬂrmuﬂhﬁ
W“nfuﬁmﬂrﬂm}vﬂnmﬂm;

wmmhummmmwm.
nmuchmuﬂnumbnmbnm:hl:wmm:b:hﬁﬁhmuﬁmud
Colonies. The Union of South Africa, in i i
1935 and 1936 ; but fresh

relations and
mmmun;ﬂum-fnmmum
of those o m&mﬁ:&mmmum
MMWM jon of emigration and resetlement would have
been greadly But the mmmdmm Germany
1o ke out in mhu;;tmh 10 per cent. of the value in Reichs-
special the transfer of property by those L]
{dgﬂmammmnmh&NMﬂ
{¥) by special of the Beich which ensble some persons with small

This last relicf is for the moment suspended. About half of the is composed
ipﬂuthnﬂmmﬂmhhhwm assistance of the

or Germany. That ia the the eenigration
w0 10 countries oversess and to the Smtes. indeed,
of those leaving with their own means shows 1 0 rise a8 the continued pressure
hmﬁhﬁﬁmﬂmﬂ_&dﬂhﬁm . During the last year,
lﬂ?.ﬂupmrmhnidu emigration to the has been highes than
ever before, t is obvious that less control can be over class of emigrants.

(a) Organisations.

Organisations for the mssistance of I were  founded,

aftes the persccution started, in England as well \n neachy all the European

mmnmmsmam" e Palestine
established a Central Bureau for the of German Jews. The
Association, which has been for years with the of Jews on the land,
part i mummhm - mmml.mm m m:-:muf
ﬁimudamummmmmu organised 3
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Central British Fund for Gumu]m—whmw.
Income and Expenditure Account for the Year Ended st December, 1957
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APPENDX 1.
Work of American Joint Distribution Committee.

From its inception in 1914 to the end of 1937, the American Joint Distribution
Committee has spent a total of £89,084,682 for all activiries in a great number of countries
in Europe, Palestine (nearly $9,000,000), Russia and a number of overseas countries,

Prior to the events in G s the American Joint Distribution Committee operated
mainly in the countries which been grievously afflicted by the War—to the greatest
extent in Poland, Roumania, Czechoslovakia, Austria, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, etc.
It extended its aid to institutions in Germany during the years 1923-1925, when that
country was affected by its post-war difficulties.

M%thhmwtfwmﬁlﬁndmmﬁnn]&m
Distribution

The above total of $89,000,000 includes a sum of $4,440,000 assigned by the
American Joint Distribution Committee since 1933 for activities connected with the
work on behalf of German Jewry. Of this total, there was spent within Germany
§2,100,000 and in refugee countries 2,340,000, of which 3850,000 was spent in the
United States. The sum shown for refugee countries includes an amount of $387,000
assigned by the A.J.D.C. for transportation of refugees through the HICEM.

As to the countries it is worth while to mention a few items, such as France
§355,000, Hi $340,000, Poland $47,000, Austria $24,000.

AMERICAN JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE,
EUROPEAN EXECUTIVE OFFICES, PARIS,
FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.

1. CommTumEnTs BY THE Ernoreaw Exscumive Ormcss, J.DVC. Diollars
A. Rervcer COUNTRIES.
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10,221.20 —_
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Siovaia (it Rupishentye Poge < SR
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15,360.58 6,300.00
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_TO THE EXECUTIVE OF THE COUNCIL FOR GERMAN JEWRY. . .
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