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TRANSPORT. 

On March 24, 1842 we were gathered together in 
special "assembling cell" No. a of the Montelupioh prison 
in Cracow. We knew that our group consisting of 60 men 
was to be sent to the concentration camp of OSWIECIM 
(AUSCHWITZ). At 8 o'clock the next morning, two ~S guards 
appeared with lists and started counting those present. 
We had to undress and wait. Finally the doors were opened 
and we caught sight of two columns of SS guards and police
men with fixed bayonets. In the courtyard two trucks were 
parked in each of which 30 men had to take their places. 
These trucks were quite small and the space on the i nside 
was divided in two by a chain running across the middle. 
The first to enter had to stand with bent heads whereas 
the others crouched down between the lege of the standing 
men. In this way it was possible to fill up the very small 
apace with 30 men. We were loaded in with blows from 
rifle-buts, shouts and kicks. In the second separated 
section of the truck, two SS men stood guard w1 th machine
guns. We departed. Behind us, at a certain distance, 
followed motor-cyclists with machine-guns. Our trucks 
were hermetically closed so that there was no possibility 
of seeing where we were going. Our journey lasted 1 l/2 
hours with several short stops. Our l imbs grew stiff as 
there was no possibility of changing one's position and 
one of our men who was up against the chain became un
conscious. He was brought back to his senses by blows from 
the guards. At last we arrived, stag?'ered to the ground 
and found ourselves standing in front of a gate over which 
we co uld read : "Work brings freedom". Inside an orchestra 
was playing. This was AUSOHVliTZ and it appeared that we 
were expected. 

We were lined up in columns of five (a system applied 
on every conceivable occasion in the camp) and the names 
of the "newcomersft were once more read out. The man called 
up had to immediately run over to the one reading the roll 
and place himself in a line with those already summoned 
after hav ing received his number from the hands of an assist 
ant. From this moment on, names were replaced by numbers. 
This system of "receptionn was maintai ne d until the summer 
of 1943. Later, all the prisoners (with the exception of 
Germans) had their number tattooed on their upper forearm, 
which had been the practice in the case of the Jews from 
the beginning. This whole numbering system was apparently 
applied to le ssen the possibility of escape and to me.ke it 
easier to identify the bodies. These numbers wer e handed 
to us by the "Block leader" named STUBA, after which we we nt 
bare headed and accompanied by the orchestra, into the camp 
itself. The clock stoods at 11 a.m. After a short visit to 
the "stock" room we were s hut up in a barrack until 5 p.m. 
There we were visited by a number of old inmAtes who earn
estly begs.:e ct. us to E?: ive them our watches, rings, lighters t ~md 
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cigarettes to avoid their being confiscated. Any food 
brought with us should be eaten at once as it would be 
taken away as well. In return, the prisoners promised 
us bread, soup etc •• once we were officially incorporated 
into their ranks. At last the CAPO (a sort of camp over
seer) arrived ani delivered a short talk in which he 
stressed that a prisoner could not exist in this camp 
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for more than two months without the help of his comrades; 
and this was to be confirmed later on by numerous examples. 
Out of the SO originally in my group I was to be the only 
survivor. At 5 p.m. we were herded out into the corridor. 
There we had to undress and pack our clothes i nto a bundle 
provided with our respective number. We stood there naked. 
All we were allowed to keep was a belt and two handker
chiefs. I wanted to keep a small holy picture but one of 
the prisoners who acted as assistant in these operations 
dissuaded me, saying : "It isn't worth whUe you will mere
ly be laughed at and it will finally be taken anyway.• 
Firat our hair was out short and then our heads shaved, 
after which we were given a bath. The water was very warm. 
All these preparations prior to being ad~~tted as an in
mate to the camp took place in "Blook 27". Next, although 
it was snowing we had to run to "Block asn where the cloth
ing room was located. There we were issued our prisoner's 
outfit which consisted of a shirt, underpants, shoes, socks, 
a warm jacket, trousers, vest, cap and blanket. Everything 
was filthy, patched and practically worn out. My jacket, 
for instance, could be buttoned up in front but the back 
and sleeves merely consisted of black stripe of cloth patch
ed together. Finally this operation came to an end and we 
were again lined up in rowe of five and taken to one of the 
nBlocks". There we were awaited bv the "Block leadern 
(moat of them were Poles from Upper Silesia) who initiated 
us into the mysteries of barrack duties. We were instructed 
in sweeping and cleaning the dormitories, in taking off 
one' s cap when commanded and how to keep in line and step. 
Orders were given in German and when badly carried out the 
block leader grew furious and struck people right and left. 
The evening roll-call finally put an end t o these exercises. 
The block leader then assembled hie people in front of their 
respective block and in turn all the block leaders presented 
their figures to the chief recorder or clerk. If the number 
of prisoners tallied with the r ecords, the roll-call was 
over; actually the whole tiring ceremony was nothing else 
but one of the numerous ways in which the prisoners were 
mistreated. Duri ng 1940, 1941 and 1942 the roll-call was 
usually expected to last at leas t an hour in all weather 
conditions - frost, rein or snow- the prisoners having to 
wait patiently with bare heeds. If an escape was reported, 
which resulted in a "manco" at evening roll-call, all those 
assembled had to wait outside until the result of t he search 
was known. The search parties usually returned 3 or 4 hours 
later and with dE8etrous consequences for all the prisoners' 
health . In 194Q for example, ~ escape cost the lives of 
a hundred inma tes. It was dur i ng s evere winter wea.ther and 
the nr isoners were forced to stand out of doors from 3.30 
in the afternoon until 11 o'clock the next mornin~ , as e 
result of which a hundred totally or helf-froze;. mPn ~P.~~ 
c()unted. 
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After the roll-call we returned to our block where 

we were alloted a "roomJ" we slept three to a bed. Old
timers told us that the best thing to do was to use our 
clothing as a pillow otherwise something wa s bound to be 
stolen. So we lay down without having had the slightest 
bit of food the whole day. The "reception" had been so 
strenuous and exhausting that all of us immediately fell 
asleep. 
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At 4 a.m. we were awakened by a gong and frightful 
confusion ensued. About 100 people were compressed into the 
small hall spaoe and in a wild stampede eaOhone first tried 
to tidy up his bed .(the block leader would not tolerate the 
smallest wrinkle in the beddin8) and dress himself. There 
was no question of washing. Ten minutes after the gong bad 
sounded the "room eldest" arrived and kicked everyone out 
into the corridar a s the "rooms" had to be cleaned,. The 
corridor was thronged with people who flocked together from 
all over the block,. Most of them had managed to get dressed. 
There was really scarcely room to move in this crowd and 
one was pushed against waJ.ls and squashed into corners and 
often kicked or hit for no apparent reason. After having 
been in the camp for over 24 hours we fina:lly received some 
cold, unsweetened coffee, after which there was a further 
wait of one and a half hours until roill-oallJ then all the 
prisoners were taken to work. The newcomers were at first 
told to fill in questionnaires in which they had to indi
cate · an address where they desired their letters to be 
sent. It was strictly forbidden E2,! to give an address or 
not to write as "they" obviously needed an address to which 
th; death of a prisoners could be r~ported when the ne ed 
arose. 

le were issued a piece ot cloth with a triangle and 
our number painted on it, which we were instructed to sew 
on our tunics. Prisoners were numbered from No. 1 onwards, 
and in November 1943 the last conseou. ti ve serial number bad 
reached 170,000. The triangles in question were of dif
ferent colore, each representing a oategory of crimina l or 
prisoner. The "Aryan" triangle was red, the red corres
ponding to a political prisoner, green to professional 
criminals, black to "work-shirkers," pink to homo sexual s 
(according to paragraph 175) and violet to members of the 
'' Bibelforscher" religious sect. In addition, a large 
letter indicated the nationality of the prisoner, suoh as 
"P" for the Poles, etc. For Jews the insignia was composed 
of a yellow triangle on which was sewn a second triangle 
whose color corresponded to the "orime," the whole forming 
a Jewish star. From this marking system one could t heref ore 
rapidly pick out, for instance, a Polish Jewish political 
prisoner or a Jewish "work-slacker," etc. 

When we had finished sewing on our triangle s and 
numbers, we were herded over to the "Infirmary1

' where we were 
to be "examined" by a German dootor regarding our physi cal 
aptness for ·work. Aga in we had to undr ess and stand in ;; 
chilly corridor for almost three hours, shivering, as the 
weather was still very col d even at the en~ of March. We 
met old acquaintances who were working in 1;he infirma.r;y 
and their fir s t concern was to have newo of their 
relatives. Upon the doctor ts arrival we had to present 
ourselves i n groups standing stiffly at a t tention. 
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All that was required of us was to stretch out an arm, 
move tle fingers, turn around and march off. The examina-
tion consisted of notling more and all of us were of course 
considered fit for work. Hadn't we come bee for this very 
purpose and besides, didn't "Work bring freedom• T We knew 
only too well what it meant to be considered unfit for work 
being taken away and condemned to "liquidation" by gas. At 
last we received our first warm nourishment in 36 hcur s. 
The camp food consisted of coffee or cold tea (made from 
acorn leaves etc.) in the morning and soup thick or thin, 
as the case might be, at midday. From the time of our 
arrival at the camp we bed souu made frcrn water and turnips 
during fully 5 months. After evening roll-call we received 
300 grams of bread, although its weight was usually 
considerably diminished by the time it reached the priscner. 
On Mondays and Saturdays, 300 to 400 grams of cheese were 
distributed. It was some sort of e crude home-made, peasant 
cheese which oftEn contained more worms the.n cheese. Rations 
further included 1/2 kilo of margarine for twelve persons 
distributed every Tuesday, Thursday or Friday and blood 
sausage or red sausage on Wednesdays and Mondays. These 
rations represented approximately 300 to 400 grams. In addi
tion to margarine on Tuesdays and Frid~ we also received 
a spoonful of marmelade per person. Since the barrel however, 
bore a label stating that the marmelade was destined for the 
oamp its quality was correspondingly bad. Theoretically the 
above are the rations each inmate received but practically a 
good part of them were stolen before . they were actually 
distributed, In the evening, tea or coffee were distributed 
with f.he bread. The soup had to be licked up as most of the 
prisoners did not possess spoons. I forgot to mention that 
we had to eat our food squatting on our haunches as a punish
ment by the room eldest to us newcomers for havi ng crowded 
around the soup kettle during distribution. 

After our meal we were a~ to the identification service 
where photographs from three different ang les were taken. So 
on that day the camo picture gallery we e increased by 60 more 
criminals .! One by one we were called up and I noticed that 
my comrades came out of the photographer's room looking 
frightened. Beware ! It was my turn. I was seated on a 
chair a.nd photographed. When I tried to get up the floor 
started moving and, loosing my balance I was thrown against 
the wall. It was a practical joke pla.yed by the phot~raphers. 
(all of whom are Poles) in setting the revolving platform in 
motion when one got up. It was not surprising that one some
times had to have some kind of amusement even at the expense 
of one's camp comrades. We then returned to our quarters and 
by that time the roll-call was age. in due. So ended our second 
day in camp; and the next morning we were to be marched off 
to work with all the other inma tee. 

All the prisoners had to work except the sick, those in 
"quarantine" and tro se confined to their cells. The total 
camp strength was divided into camp commandos or squads which 
were each headed by a "Capo" or lee,der and several foremen. 
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At the head of large working units. was a "Chi.ef· Capo" who 
wa.a assisted by several "Capos" and foremen. The size ot 
ons of these squads varied from one to several hundred men. 
lltht,)u.gh the Capo was really in. charge, a foreman often took 
oTer a group . of ten, twent)r. or thirty "WOrkmen. The· head of 
the l.abor administration chose the .. Capos," with the oonsent 
of the -"Chief Capo," the prisoners being assigned to squads 
by the central administration. Work started after the morn
ing roll.-call, i.e. in BWmD.er !rom 5 a.m. · to 12 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
to 6 p.m., in winter .tl?om 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. without interrup
tion. There were wo~kshops tor craftsmen, farmers, indus
trial workers and various teclnlioal trades. Many; particularly 
tho ee in fawr, worked in the oamp adm:ini strati on. The oamp 
was pro'Vided with an "infirmary," a "ean:teen," a laundry, a 
bakery and a slaughter house. Thus prisoner-s with certain 
te-ebnical training could, in principle, work in their own 
trade. Intelleo'tti.al.s, liberal professional men, shop keepers 
or offi-ce workel's were the worst of'f and they represented 
fully 701' of the total number of prisonerl!. The latter were 
all employed as unskilled labor in the worst and hardest jobs, 
such as the aoal and gravel pits. The mortality among them 
waa ~righttu.lly high, JUt 1 t seem.ed to be the aim of tbe 
camp adininistration to kill them off as rapidly as possible, 

II, .MY FIRS~ DAYS IN CAMP - THE ".INFIRMARY,'" 

lly first job was with a demolition squad. Since the 
area aurrounding the eam.p of AUSCHWITZ had been evacuated for 
a radius of almoa-t a 100 kilometers, all buildings, unless 
taken over by the oamp, bad to be torn down. Even new builclinge 
were demoliShed. Our work consisted in tearing down such 
houses and was exceedingly strenuous, particularly since we 
were expected to work at top speed, A squad consisting of 
50 men was supposed to demolish a l arge building within thres 
to four days; and we were instructed to ealvage all building 
material. The roof of a house, for instance, had to be 
carefully taken d.own and all pl anks, beams, tiles, etc. 
staeked· away. Nothing wae to be brokenJ in ~act the sligh
test damage to anything re~~lted .in an immediate and severe 
beating with a Shovel or pick handle. The ware had to be 
broken down. literalq by hand, brick by brick, the 'Cement 
sticking to each brick being afterwards removed and the bricks 
piled neatly up, Even the foundations had to be torn out and 
the groWld af'tenards levelled to that no trace of the house 
remained. Many men died at this work; not only from exposure 
and the strain, bl.lt from falling walls and beams - especially 
those who were elderly or slow. From the 50 who set out in t rE 
morning sel.dom more than 40 returned on their own legs. The 
remaind.er was either brought as corpses or in a state of com
plete collapse in wheel-barrows or on boards. These poor aou.l:_ 
still were expected to appear at evening roll-oall, after wnicl 
they were taken to the infirmary. Froi!l my working comrad-3B wl1C: 
went there I never saw one alive again. 

}(y work w1 th thi a sq_uao. lasted ov-er a month. I was then 
tratulterred to the ditch digging squ.ad. Trenohes of from 
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2¥2 to 3 meters deep bad to be dug, and for the last 50 centi
meters we worked standing in water. We were, of oourse, not 
allowed to leave the trencili during work and this job was con
sidered as one of the hardest in the oamp. Many died at it 
daily. Some time later I was shifted to the •concrete squad" 
where I had to heave heavy posts and sacks of oementJ bu.t after 
the arrival of new pri sonars I was detailed to the making o! 
concrete brioks. This had the advantage of at least be-ing work 
under a roof, which was very important inaanuoh as work went 
on regardles• of the weather. In addition the prisoners were 
continually mistreated and etruak by commando leaders, "capos," 
and foremen. In general, anyone holding a commanding position 
in the camp liked to give special emphasis to his position of 
Sllperiori ty, Naturally the character of the person conoerned 
played a considerable roleJ but the tundam~tal rule wa~ the 
direct responsibility of the su.perior for hie in!eriora, each 
individual being in turn responsible to the collectivity. These 
circumstances fostered the •stool pigeon" system. For example, 
one day a working comrade discovered a few pieces of turnip Which 
he carefully hid. He continued his work, bu..t from time to time, 
took sureptitious bites off his treal!llre. Another prisoner 
having "squealed" on him, the •capo" arrived a few minutes later. 
It must be remembered that the capo is absolu~e master of his· 
commando and that everybody tries to get into his good graces. 
Unfortunately this favor often bad to be attained to the detri
ment of the well-bei'n8 or sometimes even of tbe liye·s of othel!' 
prisoners. The oapo proceeded to search our comrade and finding 
the pieces of turnip knoak:ed the wealtened man to the ground, 
hitting him bru.tally about the ~ad and faoe and in the stomach. 
He then ordered him to . sit up, hands out-stretched in front of 
him on the ground with a weight of bricks on eaah handJ the 
pieoes o~ turnip were stuck in his mouth. A.ll the men were 
t hen assembled and inf'orm.ed that the un:fortunate man was to 
at~ in this position for a whole hour. We were warned that 
this pWlishment would befall any member of the commando who 
committed a similar "offenoe.ft The condemned man underwent 
this ordeal guarded by one of the foremen, very eager to ful
f ill his task to the satisfaction of the capo, so that he hit 
our friend every time he tried to shift his position slightly. 
After 15 to 20 minutes the man became unconscious, l:ut a 
buaket of water wa~ poured over him and he was again forced 
into his original position. After he bad slumped over senseless 
for a seoond time his body was thrown aside and nobody was 
allowed to pay further attention to him. After roll-call that 
evening he was t aken to the "infirmary" Where he died two 
days later. Or another examples on Easter Monday 1942 the 
wea ther wa s ex tremely ba d w1 th a heavy snowfall. We were 
sitting in t he mud scra ping cement off bricks, frozen ha.l:f 
stiff. Suddenly t he commando chief a ppeared and barked the 
following orderS! "Discard cap s, coats and j acketst Sick with 
f ear for what might f ollow, we obeyed and continued worki.ng i n 
our Shirt-sleeves. The capo sneered .at uas "You dirty Poles, 
now you can celebra te!" A young prisoner, - not more t han 16 
years old, had hidden in a trench . He was terribly t hin end 
so trembling with t :he cold t hat he evidently did not hear the 
order. Or per haps he didn't car e whether he heard it or not,. 
The ca po, however , had meanwhile staggered off ( he wae half 
drunk) since he didn ' t intend to renain out-of-doors in tbis 
wre tched weath'3r. As c:. l!!F.l.tter of fact, he cared very little about 



the prisoi _s, the sooner they died, ( .J better. The 
snow had stopped falling, but in the cold wind we froze 
in our shirt sleeves; certain death awaited us. Nobody 
knew when the Capo might come back, perhaps in a momentt 
perhaps in a week, or in a month. While we waited the 
sro w started to fall again. A few foremen came running 
in our direction from a stove around which they had been 
sitting, to see how we are getting on with our work. One 
of them discovered the hidden youngster am_ shouted : 
"All your clothes off, at oncet you swine". As the kid 
did not react, the foreman pounced on him and started 
beating him : "Undress or I will beat the life out of you, 
or better still I will report you to the chief". At that 
moment the Capo arrived. A sharp blow of a whistle : 
"Fall in ! " We formed our columns and knew the. t it meant 
"sticking together". We were led into e.n open space where 
we sank ankle-deep in mud. Now the •sport" started. 
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"Down ! up t quick march ! etc." We literally rolled. in 
the mud. Flatten out f Jump ! Run ! Hands out front ! 11 

We were covered with mud from head to foot and scarcely 
able to stand. The •exercise" had now been going on for 
about half an hour. To finish we had. to do "push up" 
exercises, alternately laying down flat and supporting our 
body on our hands. "Up, downt up, down". The chief of 
the c o:1:mando inspected the rows and saw an old man who ttas 
unable to continue. Immediately an SS guard threw himself 
upon him and kicked him in the head and face with heavy 
hop nailed boots. When at last the poor old man gave no 
further sign of 1 ife he was left alone. We were then 
allowed to stand up and continue with our work. The badly 
injured man was carried over to a dry spot among piles of 
bricks. He opened his eyes, tried to say something but 
couldn't utter a word; and we had to leave him as in the 
meantime the order was given to resume work. The result 
was that at the end of the day we carried home another 
corpse. But we had grown used to it. We marched and sa.ng 
jolly German songs, as the Capo wanted it to be so. The 
commando chief walked alongside the group; lj.e grinned 
"You do sing well t• 

During my work in the "concrete squad" I caught 
pneumonia (as was found out later). At the beginning I 
avoided the "infirmary" and hoped I would get over it, I 
knew too well what happened there and that seldom one left 
the place alive. But I became so weak that I could hardly 
move and finally ha.d to give in. I became completely in
different. In one way I was lucky that my friends in the 
"Infirmary" took care of me so that I was then able to 
enjoy "privileged" conditions. When I entered the "Kra nken
bau" it was c omposed of three different buildings : Block 
28 - internal illnesses -, Block 20 - infectious i l lnesses-. 
Block 21 - surgery -. La.ter on three new "Blocks 11 (Blocks 
19, 9 and 10) were attac:ted to the "infirmary". They 
composed the so-called "Hygiene Institute". Here, steriliz ... 
ing by X-ray treatment, artifici. al insemination of women as 
well as experiments on blood transfusions were carried on. 
Male and female prisoners especially Jews served aa 11 fl i nuea 
p ig s" for these experiments. Thia "Block'1 was completel y 
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isolated from the rest of the camp so tbat news from it 
reacre d us only very seldom, 

It was not easy to be admitted to the "infirmary" 
as the "minimum" symptom was a fever of from 38,8 to 39 
degrees (0). Light, oases of fever were not a.dmi tted. 
All applications for transfer to the 11 Infirmary" had to 
be submitted to the chief of one"e own Block", who had 
the right to rej.ect any such request. Then the sick 
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person had to wait for hours in the courtyard of the 
"infirmary" before being called in for preliminary examin
ation. If the doctor (a prisoner) considered him worth 
treating, he had to undress and usually take a cold bath 
before beirg presented to the German doctor, after further 
long hours of waiting . The sick were classified into two 
groups, "Aryans" and Jews. These g roups were again sub
divided into further groups, of which the first included 
the sick who were to remain in hospital being considered 
"curable". The second consisted of extremely run down 
patients,chronic cases, and the half-starving or mutilated 
lrhose recovery could only be effected by a lcng stay in 
the hospital. This group was practically condemned to 
death by Phenol injections in . the heart region. Raci.al 
considerations played an i mportant role. An "Aryan" really 
had to be seriously ill to be condemned to death by in
jection, whereas 80 t o 90 % of the Jews "hospitalized" 

the re were "eliminated" in this manner. Many of them knew 
about this method and applied for admission as eo-called 
"suicide candidates", not having the coura!E to throw them
selves on to the high tension wires. Th i.s situation lasted 
during. the whole of 1942 until the time the mass exter-
mi m ti on of interned Jews at AUSOIDVI TZ bege.n. Danger of 
death by ii~ction did not only threaten the newly arrived. 
hospital cases or casualties. From time to time (usually 
once a month) the German doctor used to effect a minute 
control of all the sick. In each ward an attendant (usually 
a doctor) hAd to "present" each patient end give full account 
of his illness. If the pe.tient's stay happened to have 
e :xceeded e. month or if he was very weak, he was lis ted. 
The German doctor alwa ys kept the sick reoordsof the con
demned so as to avoid any attempt at interference or. the 
pert of the prisoners themselves. Each such special check
up by the German doctor usually resulted in a list of 200 
to 400 men condemned to death, while the "normal" death lis t 
of the daily routine inspection varied from 20 to 80. The 
injections were given on the same day. Th e new patients who 
were booked for the "syringe" (es it was called in the camp 
jargon) received no clothes and had to remain wetting in the 
corridor - naked -. They were then led from Block 28 to 
Block 20 where the "operation" took place in a special room. 
An SS man bv the name of KLER, a shoemaker by profess ion, 
gave the injections. He had taken up this post in the hos
pital as a simp~ SS private but was later promoted to SS 
"group leader", although practically a moron. He also re
ceived supplementary food rations and was awarded the Iro n 
Cross. There were days when this psychopath picked out 
victims fro m t he wards on his own initiative, without in
structions from the Ger~n doctor, on whom to practice hi~ 
"technique". He was a complete sadist, torturin~ his 
victims with animal-like brute.li ty before putti~ them t.c 
death. Later it wa.s decided thet his nPr'O;•ef'\ 'r'e...:. -:: ee:r, 1'tTF'1:·.ec 
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by "overwork" so an "assistant" was recr~~d, a Polish 
volunteer, by the name of PANSZCZYK, No. 607 from Cracow, 
who was transferred to Germany during the winter of 1S42 
where he presumably died. The injections were then 
sporadically administered by "Sani tatsdienstgehilfen" 
-or given by the chief of the "infirmary". For a certain 
time, another Pole named JERZY SZYl4KO\VIAK, No. 15490, 
"functioned" voluntarily; he died in the summer of 1S43. 

The inject ions were not only administered to the 
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weak and ill, but also to prisoners in the political section 
w:to were condemned to death. Apart from this, on one 
occasion, two groups (the first compoeed of 40, the second 
of 80 prisoners) of young and strong youths between the 
a ges of 13 and 16 years were put to death, on the grounds 
that they were "orphansu and could no t be considered in 
the camp as full-fledged workers. 

In the autumn of 1912 came the massacre of the LUBLIN 
transports whioh caused great unrest i:dthe camp. One of 
the sani te.ry service attendants refused to administer in
jections, statilng that he he was an SS 1118.n and not a 
murderer of ·children. Another attendant had to be summm ed 
to c.arry out the job. ·_ This affair caused a lot of talk and 
stir as at least -15 to 20,000 people lost their lives and 
even BERLIN a.s.ked for an explanation of the high mortality 
rate in the hospital. The-head-doctor, WIRTZ, disclaimed 
all knowledge of such events and l aid the blame on the camp 
doctor whose name wa s ENTREST, a German from the POSEN 
district. A mock inquiry was held at which witnesses from 
the hospital administration had to testify and the lmts of 
the "deceased" were checked. As "punishment" the camp 
doctor was si mply transferred in the same capacity to the 
"BUNA". As a result of all thi. s, murdering by means of 
injections stopped for a while although it was resumed on a 
smaller soale soon afterwards for hopelessly sick cases. 
Many of those condemned to the "syringe " were used as ex
perimental material in the "Hyg iene Institute" (Block 10}. 
The inje·ctions doubtlessly frightened the prisoners from 
asking to be admitted to the hospital. Another major dange r 
in the camp was "delousing ", as iiwas euphemistically celled. 

The whole camp obvioooly was covered with lice and 
fleas and lerge desinfection programs were carried out. 
However, the results were never apparent and our "washingft 
a lways ca~e back almost as full of lice. Actually the 
"delousing" was designed to combat typhus epidemics which 
had become a real pla,gue at the camp. During these actions 
everybody was examined and those with bad complexions or 
in weakened bodily condition were, accordi ng to the camp 
doctor's mood, destined to be gassed. They were simply led 
to the "infirmary" from where 40 to 50 % were "evacu.ated 11

• 

A "delousing" action which took a particularly large toll 
in victims was conducted in July 1942. During the course 
of this "purge" the weak, those ill with typhus or in post
typhus quarantine were all sent to BRZINZKI without exception. 
This method was considered the most radical for elimim tin g 
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typhus. The way in which those condemned to the gas 
chambers were transferred to their doom was exceptionnally 
brutal and inhuman. Serious cases from the surgical ward 
who still had their bandages on and a procession of ex
hausted and horribly emaciated patients, even convalescents 
on the road to recovery were loaded on to trucks. They 
were all naked and the spectacle was dreadful in the ex
treme. The trucks pulled up at the entrance of the block 
and the unfortunate victims ~ere simply thrown or piled on 
by the attendants (I frequently ~itnessed such tragic 
transports). A hundred people were often jammed into a 
small truck. They all knew exactly what their fate was to 
be. The large majority remained completely apathetic while 
others, mostly patients from the surgery with bloody and 
gapi~ wounds or frightful sores, struggled frantically. 
All ~round· the trucks, SS men milled about like madmen, 
beating back the howling crowd trying to lean out. Every 
time it was a terrible experience to have to drag our 
friends to the truck. Most of them were quiet, and bid us 
farewell, but never forgot to remind us : "Do not forget 
revenge," Under such conditions men's he·arts turn to stone. 
!magi ne a prisoner killing his brother in one of the wards 
so aa to avoid hi. s having to umergo the dreadful trip by 
truck. (I happen to know the names and immatriculation 
numbers of these two particular prisoners). It can well be 
imagined that we just shrugged our shoulders when told the 
German fairy-tales regarding the KATYN incident. 

II I. THE JEWS. 

Originally, the camp of AUSCHWITZ was intended only 
for Poles. It was g uarded by a group of Germane (no more 
than thirty a.t the beginning) who had teen transferred from 
a German concentration camp. They were pr isoners as well 
but "camp veterans", if such an expression may be used. 

- 10 -

Most of them had been imprisoned as far back as 1934 and 
were all more or less professiona.l cri minals, But as time 
went on AUSCHWITZ became more and more of an inte~national 
camp en:l t be first Je"\'\'S started to arrive in 1941. They 
were immediately separated fro m the "Aryans" and quartered 
in special "Blocks". Althoug h, at the time, systematic 
executi ons were not an established rule it can be stated 
that as a result of bad treatment by SS men, Capos and 
foremen (the majority of German origin but often Poles who 
were enlisted by for ce), a Jew - irrespective of his physic
al condition - coul 0 not last more than 2 we eks. A youn~ 
Jew, for instance, who ~as robust enough to be able to do 
his work "on the double" (for example, pushing a heavily 
laden wheel barrow) will most probably be unable to keep it 
up in the long run. If he should shows signs of holdi ng 
out, he would -i nevita bl y be killed sooner or l e ter by such 
mistreatment , 2 s being beaten with a shovel or pick handle. 

In those dave all the Jews had to work in the "quarry 
squad 11

, .At a trot they had t o bri ng g ravel on wheel barrows 
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from a pit about 15 to 20 meters deep up a steep alope. 
At ' the top, SS men and Capos checked their work and the 
speed at which it was carried out and anyone considered 
as "loafing• was simply pushed over, backwards when be 
arrived at the top so that he crashed back down the in
cline with his fully laden barrow. Thi a was one · of the 
guards' favourite paestimes. Such treatment of Jewish 
prisoners prevailed from the time the first Jews arrived 
at the camp until Spring of 1942, when the first large 
transports of Jews (tens of thousands) began to arrive 
and the extermi ration campaign was getting underway. At 
first there were few Jews e.t the camp. most of them of 
Polish origin, who had been sent there aloll! with other 
Poles. They were immedtately separated from the latter. 
They had been arrested not as a consequence of their being 
Jewish but for offences directed against "the security of 
the German Stateft. Only from Spring 1942 on were they 
rounded up and exterminated ften masse• on racial grounds. 
Certain large scale preparations had to be made~o receive 
these mass __ transports and a special concentration camp 
was opened at BIRKENAU (the Polish name of the village is 
RAJSKO). Administered by Germans and Poles, the camp was 
guarded by 88 detachments. Caditions were appalling. The 
camp had no wa ter, no drainage system and not even the 
most elementary hygienic installations. The Jews remained 
in civilian clothes whiqh were marked with red pa.int. Food 
was supposed to be distributed to them on a basis similar 
to that prevailing in AUSCHWITZ but abuse wa.s flagrant. It 
often happened that the inmates received nothing to ee.t fox 
days and then only a small part of the rations they should 
have had. Altogether they were inhumanly treated. The 
slightest complaint was punishable by death. 

fhe first large convoys arrived frar: France and Slova
kia. Physically able men and women - those without c hildren 
or the mothers of grown-up children - were sent to the camp 
of BIRKENAU. The remainder, i.e. old or weak men, women 
with small children and all tho s e unfit for labour were taken 
to t he Birch \'7ood (BRZEZINKI) and killed by mea.ns of hydro
cyanic gas. For this prupose special ~ass ing be. rra.cke had · 
be en built there. These consi s ted of large halls, airtight,~ 
provided with va1 t Ua.tors which could be opened or closed 
according to the n·eed. Inside they were equi.pped so as to 
create the impression of bathinp. establishments. This was 
done to deceive the victims and me.ke them more mane.~eable. 
The executions too~ place as follows : each death convoy 
consiste~ of some 8 to 10 trucks packed ~ith the "selectees"; 
the convoy was unguarded a s the whole frightful drama took 
place on camp territory. A p~ivate cer containing the camp 
doctor followed each truck convoy since it was compulsory 
f or him tobe present a t these rra ss executions. On their 
e.rri val a t the · gassing este.bli shment, which was surrounded 
by a double barbed wire fence, men, women and children had 
to ccmpletely undress. Each of them was given a towel and 
a piece of soap. Then they were driven into the barrack 
until it Wfls canpletely filled up. Everythin~t.· was hermeti cal
l y closed and specially trained SS units threw hydrocy&nic 
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bombs through the ventilation ope~ings. After about 10 
minutes the doors were opened and e special squad composed 
exclusively of Jews, had to clear away the bodies and pre
pare for a new group of "selectees". The crematoria had 
not yet been constructed, although there was a small one 
at AUSCHWITZ which however was not employed for burning 
these bodies. Mess graves were dug at that time into which 
the corpses were simply thrown. This continued into the 
autumn of 1942. By this time e:x termi:ta ti on by ga,s was be
in~ intensified and there was no more time even for such 
summary buria~. Row upon row of bodies of murdered Jews, 
covered only by a thin layer of .earth were widely di~persed 
in too surroundin g fields, causing the soil to become almost 
marshy through the putrefaction of the bodies. The smell 
emanating from these fields became intolerable. In the 
a utumn of 1942 all the t rema-ined of the bodies had to be 
exhumed, the bones collected and burnt in the crematoria (by 
that tirre four had been completed). An alternative was to 
gather the reme.ins of '!he unfortunate victims into heaps, 
pour gasoline over them and leave it to the flames to finish 
the tragedy. The i rrrnense quant.i ty of human ashes thus 
collected was carted away in every direction to be scattered 
over the fields where these martyrs had found their leat 
rest. 

In the meantime the crematoria had been finished and 
the number of arrivals was steadily 1ncreasi~. Gassing and 
burning were carried out at record speed but the supply of 
corpses became so large that occasionally they had to resort 
to too old method of open air cremtion. It is estimated 
that approximately 1 1/2 million Jews were e~ermi~ated in 
this manner. With the exception of the Pol ish Jews • the 
other Jews had no idea what was in store for them at AUSCH
WITZ. We were told by Dutch and French Jews that the Germans 
had informed them that they were leaving their country to be 
transferred to Poland where everyone would be able to con
tinue work in his own profession or still better, where for 
each shop, concern or factor v seized by the Germns an equi
valent source of livelihood would be put at their dispcsal. 
They were to take their whole fortune with them and liquid 
cash for at lea.st 6 weeks. This resulted in considera.ble 
amounts of money and va.luablee being brougbt to AUSCHIVITZ 
(most of them byDutch bankers and diamond merchants) most of 
which was stolen by the camp staff , SS men and prisoners. 
The condemned Jews generally faced their f~te calmly, al
tho~h those arriving i n 1943 had e. clea.rer idea of what 
awaited them. The sporadic attempts et rebellion and mass 
escape when th e freight cars were unloaded upon arrival were 
bloodil y repelled. The special rAilway siding reserved for 
the convoys was surrounded by searchlight and machine-gun 
posts. On one occasion these unfortunate people scored a 
small success . I t must have been duri ~ Septembel' or 
October 1943, after a transport of women had a rrived. The 
a ccompenyin~ 88 men had ordered them to undress and were 
a bout to drive them into the gas ch&mber . This moment was 
always used by the guards as a good opportunity for looting; 
and rings and wriet wa tches were torn off women's fimers 
and arms. In the con fusion resulting fr om one such attac}:. 
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one woman managed to snatch the pistol of 88 Gm upleader 
SCHILLINGER and f ire three shots at hi m. He was serious
l y wounded and died the next day, This gave the signal 
for the others to att aok the executioners and their hench
men. One SS man had his nose torn off, another was 
scalped, but unfortunately none of the women were able to 
escape, Although an attempt was made to keep this in
cident secret, it resulted in an order bein~ issued where
by SS men were not allowed to remain in camp a f ter 8 p .m. 

The extermimtion of Jews continued relentl es s ly 
although in the camp, tension relaxed to a certain extent. 
The fate of those Jews admitted to the camp has been des
cribed in the sections of my~port dealing with the gas
si ng and killing of the ill by means of injecti ons• 

IV. EXECUTIONS. 

Until the Summer of 1941 AUSCHWITZ was mainly a 
comentration camp in which no executione had taken place 
so far. The f iret executions came as a surprise for the 
majority of the camps inmates. They began in the Summer 
of 1941 when one eveni ng after roll-call, various numter s 
were called up (I well remember, there were 18 me n from 
Cracow alone). The men whose numrers had been called were 
ordered to the stock room, where they had to give up their 
clothes and were given old rags (a shirt and pants) in ex
change. Then they were taken to the gravel pit and shot 
with pistols at point blank range. The other prisoners 
were not allowed to be present at the shooting but the 
execution wae so arranged that practically the whole camp 
could witness the proceedings. After the execution a s~ cial 
commando was designated to bury the bodies. This i nc i dent 
caus ed a g reat deal of unrest within t he camp as we had 
assumed until then that deportation to a concentration camp 
excluded the death penalty f or offences against the security 
of the German State. From this da y on executions were 
carried out at more or les s regular intervals, t hP. vi ct ims 
being called up on Tuesdays and Fridays. Later a special 
place of executio n wa s set uu within t he camp 's boundar y, 
an open space between "Blocks• 10 and 11 where executi ons 
took . place general l y i n the morning • 
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The i ndex cards of the condemned men were sent f r om the 
chief cl erk' s off ice t o the respecti ve "Blocks" and in the 
morning, i mmedia t e l y e fter roll-call the numbers of t he 
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prisoners were called up by "the Block recorder" • . If the 
index card bore the inscription "to report immediately 
after roll-call~ and the signature of the "recording clerk" 
it meant that the prisoner called up was to be shot. The 
"block recorder" assembled the victims and brought them 
over to the chief clerk's office. There the numbers, names 
and dates of birth were checked a gain, Ordered into rowe 
of five by the oamp .eldest and the block eldest (also 
p risonera) they were then rna robed t o the place of execution. 
If the shooting was only to t~ke plece a few hours later, 
the men were looked up in cells. If the execution, however, 
was to .be carried out at once they were taken first to the 
washhouse. They undressed am their number wa.s marked on 
their thigh with indelible pencil. After these preparations, 
theyrere a gain lined up in fives e.nd then sent out to the 
execution wall (first four men and then two a. t a tirre). The 
men were led out by the Block eldest of "Block 11" or then 
by the Capo of the cell-block (a Jew), who took hold of the 
hands of the condemned and dragged t h em out to the wall 
where he stood between the two. In the begi~ing the con
demned were forced to kneel and bend their heads forward, 
but later they were usually shot standing, The executioners 
shot their v·ictims in the back of the head with a short 
barrelled rifle which made a muffled report. After the 
execu tion, the "body-bearers" went into act ion and removed 
the corpses to a nearby stable where they were thrown on a 
heap of at raw. The blood s tai m were removed and the em
placement prepared for the exec uti on of two further victims. 
After the whole g roup had be en liquidated, the bodies were 
kept in "Block 28 11 until the evening. At dusk all the bodies, 
includ ing those of other prisoners deceased during t.l!e same 
day were oiled on to a big cart and pulled t o the cranatoria~ 
Later, the corpses were also removed . from tre plac e of 
execution in coff ins and if a ansiderable number was involved 
a truck was used for this purpose. These "death transports" 
always took place during hours of cur f ew as the camp author
ities wished to keep the executions a.s secret a e p oo sible, 
1 n which they were, however, not pa rt i cu 1e rl y successful • As 
mentioned before, such executions s tarted during the Summer 
of 1941 and reached a peak in 1942 with the transfer of 
"disciplinary companies n from AUSCHWI TZ t o RAJSKO ( BIRK.ENAU) 
towards the end of May 1942. Toge ther with a large group of 
" Muaelm~nner" ( "Muselmann" we. a a term applied in camp je r gon 
to convicts utterly exhausted by starvati on or over work) 
many young and sturdy men were selected and drafted into 
thBe "disciplinary compatnies 11

• They were all marked with 
a l ar ge r ed dot a.e in these special t<;roiJps the inmates Vte re 
differentiated by red dots on their ch ests and backs fo r 
offences co !l.mitted in civil life and by black circ les for 
"cri mes" committed i n the ca.mp itself. Such "companies" were 
made up of about 500 men of whom , eve ry second day, 10 to 15 
were shot. The rest of them had to work extremely hard and 
awai t their turn. At the sa.me ti11e, mass executions started 
in AUSCHWITZ (middle of May 1942). Once, twice or three 
times a week, 40 t o 60 men were simply p icked out and shot. 
Restlessness increased in the ca.mn when., by middl e of June 
the situs.ti on had no t cht.m.g- ed, t c e point approaching- open 
rebellion,especiall y efter one ma s s executi on~ whic~ cos t the 
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lives of 120 prisooers. The camp adn inistration apparent-
ly got wind of this and during a roll-call sometime in 
June it was announced that executions would cease and the 
death penalty would be abolished. It was true that the 
prisoners reacted with deep distrust but on the whole the 
news had a quieting effect on everybody. And in fact there 
was a pause of 1 to 1 1/2 months after which executions 
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began again although leas oftEn and only in small groupe. 
This state of affairs continued until October 1942 when one 
of the largest mass executions ever held took 247 victims, 
all Poles from the LUBLIN and PODHALA districts. Terror 
broke out in the camp as a result although again many re
acted with complete apathy. This ended a ghastly series of 
executione of prisoners who, upon arrival in the camp, were 
already condemned to death. But some of them had been in 
camp over a year without knowing that their fate was al
ready sealed. It often happened for instance that a prisoner 
selected for execution would be lying ill in the hospital, 
but as the sentence he d to be carried out he reoei ved a 
deadly injection in his bed. The famous Pol ish act.or Witold 
ZACHAREWICZ was murdered in this way. All this of course 
did not mean that October 1942 saw the end of the execution 
of prisoners broL~ht to AUSCHWITZ with death warrants al
ready signed . 

Only the method underwent certain changes, In the 
early days for instance, the Aryan prisoners had always 
been given numbers and then incorporated into the camp. Later 
e. new metha:i was evolved consisting in i mmediately dividing 
the newcomers into two groups : tho ee condemned to death and 
those who were to ranain as regular inmates. The fitat g roup 
was not alloted seri. al numbers but directly transferred from <·:' 
the "Block leader's" central office to the cells in "Block 
11". The executions took place there and the arrivals were 
either shot at once or a few days later. This procedure was 
adopted in an attempt to keep the whole matter secret and 
executions were only carried out late at night. In addition 
the camp inmates were led to believe that only "civilians" 
were submitted to this radical treatment (it must be stated 
that only a permanent camp inmate was considered a "prisoner", 
whereas newcomers, without numbers and who had not yet joined 
the ranks were still designated as "civilians"). So as long 
ae only "civilians" were executed the regular inmates were 
not particularly upset. Executions of "prisoners", however, 
did not cease alto~ether. The camp adminiat~tion was extre~
ly severe regardirg diecioline and respect of camp rules. 
For the slightest omission one was marched off to the execu tion 
cells and of course never r eturned. Things became even worse 
when the political section (meaning the camp Gestapo) decided 
to take char? e of the punishment of petty intemal offences. 
The frequent result was that they decided questions of life 
and death according to their own judgment. Bribery became 
the order of the day. Among the "offences" for being locked 
up in the execution ce lls were : bein g "politically suspect" 
on the grounds of havi ng con ta.c ted 11 civilians" in the camp 9 

spreadi ng political news or co Tmentin g on t he Germen High 
Co~n· r:and 's co m:nth.niques, drunkenees, theft (foodstuf fs, szOlc~. 
precirus s tones), premeditated e sca pe, etc,. T~f c'!.eath -::.:: ~f 



.. -
were always ove't'ctC Jwded and every now and t·hen they had · 
to be "evacuated". Th1. s took place as follows : the camt) 
leade_r, chief of the political section, GRABNER by name 
dashed in, accnmpanied by a number of SS men as drunk as 
himself. They "ent from cell to cell, takin g down the 
particular·s of each occupant' a case, the reason for h is 
punishment eto •• If the camp leader had a list of those 
condemned to death .in hand, the prisoners could consider 
themselves lucky inasmuch as it might not yet be their 
tl.l' n. But usually no notice was taken of such a list. 
What decided the individual prisoner's fate was mainly 
the impression he made on this gang of drunkards and the 
mood in which the camp leader happened to be. There was 
no question of considering the actual penalty. If the 
impression he made was not too unfavounible the prisoner 
remained in his cell to await his execution at a later 
date unless he went to his death voluntarily. The whole 
inspection was acoompanied by a great deal of vile 
language and brutal treatment. Usually 85 to 90 % of the 
death cell occupa.nts were "evacuated" and shot in front 
of the wall so that space was again available for new 
arrivals. The camp in general was of course never informed 
of this secret justice nor who were it's victirrs. It is 
true that the relatives of the victi~s were duly i nformed 
but · the cause of death was always given as beinf2: "natural". 
An inc redible amount of paper was wasted compiling fake 
recorda of illnesses, fever charts etc •• destined to jus
tify each single death. Death announcements were telegraph
ed never more then at the rate of two e day so as not to 
arouse suspicion on the "outside". Frcm the beginning, 
the executions were carried out by a single man. First by 
11 0berscha.rfilhrer" PALITSCH who was later sent to an 
officers' training center and then by "ScharfUhrer" STIWETZ 
who still performs these duties. Executions of women were 
reported from AUSCHWITZ • but in small numbers. On the other 
hand great numbers of people were shot after he vi rg been 
brought in by truck straight from freedom or from prisons. 
In two instances whole families were executed, parents 
together with their children. In one case, an infant a few 
months old ended his short life in the e.rrns of his mother 
before the execution wall. 


