




























































































































































































































































































































































































































PERSONAL AND SECRET 

Dear Secretory , 

403 
BRITISH EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

31st January, 1942 . 

I enclose horoin for your 

personal and secret inforMation a copy 

or the latest report received from 

London on the nllitary situation. 

Believe me , 

Denr Mr . Secretary , 

'lory sincerely yours , 

( l'or the Ar.tbas:;ador) 

/(. J. c 
-

The Honourable 

Henry r.;orgenthau , Jr ... 

United States 

Washin,e; ton, D. C. 
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1, liOW 

!1\ITIS!I IICST S!X;Rl>T 

(u.s . steR.n) 

4 0 1 

28t.ll/29th, ilnmo;r eoaoteJ. bo.ttsrioa 1ootfect1voly ehelled a Channel. 

cottvoy ott DOVER. 

22nc!. A small """'bdnt ahip woe INIIIc by sunfiro 1'r<lD a 11-boat 120 

o:Uloa ooutlmoot of RAJ;GOON, 

24th, A modium obod Allied ahip in su. 'Jll:l convoy""" o:Unod ao:1 

INIIIc 2'1 Diloo eoutlnloot or SI!OA!'a!B, ao:l a ced!um li:od Portueueao ate....,. to 

roportod to hovo ounk by Dine ott !G:70'JlDI.A!Il, 

2.. HILit.tBX 

.loll!Xo1· llllolo:r col= 1'r<lD the urus voo are pu>llioc out, north 

and nortm:est. Sout.b ot as:x;w.zr, our forces coverine tho tonn bavo been f"orced 

to 111 thdraw by at:rcnc Gb811tf a.tto.cks f'roa tho south.. tklrthoa:.t or HSLG, our ar

l!aOU%'fld forooe uo advanoine to attack the onea:r. 

~. Bast. On 27-tb, Auot.ro.lian rorcoa '1'10ro i n contAct ncar 

J!l!AUIAJll1 infliotl..ne about 250 casuoltioo on tho OllOIIIY ao:l outforl..ne 32, OUr 

troopa have no'f1 rotirod. to UWSU>ILI, some 30 miles south of J:illi~UU.JD. 

Centre, 'l'horo bas been """" i nfiltration by onoc:y soutb of SDJPA!O 

!taJDAll, 

l! .. t , lSth Iodian Infantr)r !lrlgade 1a atill eoutheast of S31G

G.L'WD, lolt about 1, 000 of the troopo iaolotcd tharo -cad to "'join our for

on 28th, 

mlliWA• Japo.nese forces, ineludirlg eaval.r)r, are reported: to be aP'" 

pro<schins the llOUtl.IEI:I o.roa rr... tho eaat an:! eouth. 

1Ul§m,. Tho Ru.aaians aro continuin(; t.ho1r :u-euuro to the aest c~ 

RZfEV a.nd in tbo J(JWUCOV ooctor, but Corr.an rod~ t4nao ho.e i noNQ:Iod nor th or t!'l' 

line au!L - BIIUJSX an:! in tho KURSK area. 

3~ AIR og rrol§ 

tlpn:fpl ffl Q;U . Six R.C. A. P. a.L""Crcft took part in operat.lcns Z'it .. J 

~Stb rithcu~ ouualt7, :18th/29th. 183 d.rera.!'t eon~ out - I:U:S're!l, 84; 300Ltl:!:::, 

lllJ ~ 29; aeroc!ro:>os 1n ?JJU...:D an:! 'Jall':-ct:l nv.!ICZ, 201 &:.1 lea!letc 

over PJJUS, 2. Snon airc.rM't claJL"'It):. 1'bero ra.a t.hlc~ clcud C"t"':r ~lT.6~, bt;~ 

conditl~r.a at llOOI.DCN!l and R~ ,.,,... good., 
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loJIIIi\o Qa ~deb' ~27tll ~a~ II I •• , ....... 

"'" 011 tM a. .MIIKJL\ - -- -. 01111, .. tM 2'NI, ..w bod -~ -

ftDW ~ ..,.u.ou, 01111" f1claW'e attaabd t t r1M] --- \> 1a U.-. .... 
..,.. ODS oa tM I"Oad - of SillS, 13 ~GJ.e _. deotrqeol ud a\ lM.n " 

~. :rnll/2ihll. ~ attaolood obipp1Joc ill tRIPOU (L) boor-, 
eoori.ac hUe 011 tho 8poaiah llole ud ~ ~. 

li.JIWil. ll1«h\ 27tll/28\h. ""' 2lhll. " ·- a1roMt\ a\tubct tM 

uloal at HAL FAll, a1roratt "" II'OIIDII beilll ali&ht.l¥ ~14. 

IIIIIIYi• 27tll/2ihll. llleahooS. attaolood lllXlKOI -. 26tb/Z1tb. 

El.cht ._. a1rare.ft attaolood JIIJili.LII)()• - . 4ootro71ftl ., -u ... 
1tGro ODS - Jmrio&DO, !lle attook .. repoot.cl 117 )() a1raro.tt"" :rnll/2ihll. 

!lleoo ....., ~pt.cl 117 '1'=-' a • ot tM '-iAaD Vollm- Orwp, ohioh .... 

trG1*! - o1Jror:att ODS probabl¥ deotrqeol a f'lrtbcr a1x tor tM l.oeo ot -

oJroaratt, 

"i'?C7''1P rpr x~pms. 26th.. Attacb ..... Mile b7 en.;r ~ 

em a.aodz-• at PAU P.&llll, "liS~, B:UU,. IO!lP.I.ICl, DIW (J'O!tmUESB '111!at), 

:IIIBOII and llrllll&t:, 

<n.. reoulta of tho oot.ioo ~t tho ••IIY oonYoY ill WC.I:SSAR 

S1!11:I'IS1 b&U.-..4 to have ooiUil.ot.cl ot tbNo Gni1Mre, l2 duta:O)'oro and )() tr.

port,t, ,_ ._ to blvo bHD, at a coaorrat1•e uts-t., - l.lzrp 01'\11-

llllllk 117 :llllr1MD ·-· - - b1t 117 Dutch l\llarillo, all tbree ~ 
h1t 117 -, - 4ootzroyor ounl<, - azr - deotroyoro h1t 117 boP~, t011 traDe· 

-" .... ""' --.1 tar-parte -..s. 

tpr;IW'J' CASIW,TIIS nr QP!Nnoli qt'gt oo f'RCij tll l'nlSR FiR§ 

1!1'1t1ah - oSCIIt <- a. c .A.r, SpitNre) 

S. IRCW 'U 
'1'otal eh1poonto ot SlledUh iron oro to GERIW!f clurl:ns 1941 ,..,. 

9,SS4,734 tone (ot wh1oh 738,2SS tone vt. IWIVlX) co.,.,od rltb a totol of 9,172, · 

907 - (473 )12 tono vt. IW!Vll) duriloc 1940, Export. 1n De-'>or totollod . ' , . . 
569, 000 to111, ot 11bloh U.?OO wa:o obippod vt. IW!VII, '!!do u 4091000 to111 lou 

.... ~ ablJlMilte 1D DCCI tiber, 191.0. 1be GeruM 8N ea14 to be prea•iol tar in-
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

INTER OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

oAnJanu~try 31,1942 

TO 

,-ROM 

Secretary Uorgenthau 

t.lr. Kamarcit 

Sub j ect: Summary of Milit ary Reports 

f nr East 

up t o Jnnuary 25, only two Chinese d1v1aions nad been 
z1ven perrni~• lon by the 9r1t1sh t o ente r Burma . Of t his 
fo r ce , only one reg i ment hss, eo far, a~rlved. Tnis re~1-
ment hsd t o enter by n dif f i cult nnd c1reu1tous route. -It 
1& no .. occuoied in defendi nz the northern route from Thn1-
l nnd into Bur~e. The British did not Allow t he Chin~se 
t rooos to use the 9urma Road for entering Surma unt il Janu
a r y 25 . 

(O.C.l., 'The War This Week•, January 22- 29) 

The U.S. submarine which obt ained a hit on a cruiser 
o r aircraft carrier in the Macassar Straits is the u.s. 
Stur~eon. (The 'Sturgeon ' is e 1,?00 t on submari ne, 1. ~ .• 
a sen-~olng eubm•r1ne, carryin~ a torpedo tubes. I t was 
l aunched i n !.lar ch, 193g a nd has s crew or 55 men. ) Ameri 
can and Aust r alian snti -aub:oArine un i te h~ve sunk one ltt r .. e 
a nd pr obably one s mel l Jttpaneee U-boat off Por t Darwin, 
Aus tral i a. 

( U.~. Operations Re por t, JanuAry 28 ) 

The British es timate t hat the Japa nese are oroducing 
~50 plAnes s month . Our Wilitary l ntell1gence esti%ates Jao
nnese plane pro:1uct1on at 500 a mont h . (The J ,.r>anese sir 
etren~th i s evidently go1ng to be one or J&oen's wea~est 
oolnts, once t he United N&tlone brln£ enough •1r strength 
t o beAr 1n the Far E~at . ) 

10 . C. I. , •ThA War This Week • , J~nu~ry 22-29 J 

Ruaao-Oe~mBn Wa£ 

Aooording t o reoort• r eechlng t he Coord ln~ tor of I nfor 
ma t ion , the Ge r~ns ere sen~ln~ AnOthe r d1V1&1on from rrance 
t o t he Russ1 An front . Tnle mAkes • tot~l of 9 d1v1e1on• 
t r~ ns rerred from f"rence to Ru•• 1• in t h~ l•st fe•• mont hs. 

(o .c. I. , •The Wa r T~1 e Week ', J•nu•ry 22- 29) 
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407 
Oeraan1 

The Oaraane are probably turning out wb .. rinee at the 
rate or 18-20 per month. A total or 250 are under construc
tion at &nl on~ time. Fittr •ore are building 1n Ital7 and 
tin in france. (In th1e connection, it might be or interest 
to note a memorandum written by Churchill on the laet war, in 
whioh he etated that the ditficultiee or providing euitable 
submarine pereonnel, rather thsn production or aubmftr1nee 
• •.. 1mpoee an absolute limit.• "There ie no personnel thst 
requiree more oaretul training thsn the eubmsrine personnel. 
All the experience or our orticera ehows thst a submarine 
depende tor its eftaotiveneaa mainl7 upon ite oaptsin.•) 

(O.O.I., 0 The War Thi s Week•, January 22-29) 

011 to Ital1 

The Brit1eh report that 1n a further check-up or recent 
report a on o11 ab1~ente to Ital7 tro• Oeraan;y, 1t wae t011nd 
that dur1ng the last fortnight ot Dsoeaber, 4o tra1na or 35 
o11 tank oara each paseed da117 through Baele, from Oerman;y 
to Ital;y. Th1e amounts to a shipment or no lees than 300,000 
tone or oil trom Oermanr to Ital7 in two wseke. (This is to 
be compared to the Italian estimated minimum requiremsnte or 
100,000 tone ot oil a month.) 

(U.K. Operations Report, January 28) 
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RESTiUCTED 

G- 2/2657- 220 : !:o . 617 • .t. I.D., \i. D. 11 :00 A. U. , J&nu&ry 31, 1942 . 

SlTUo\TIO!I REPORT 

I . Pacifi c Theater . 

Philippines : Spor adi c ono~ey att empts at infil t ra t i on wor o 
r epulsed. Air activity was li~,;ht yest er day . Ho.wo. i i : t:o turthor r e
port s or hostile a ct ion . lt~at:A t Tho pr ou r epor t s t hat t he Dr itioh 
for ceD ha.ve succecsfully w t; . awn. to Sin&aporo Is land , o.rter dostroy· 
ino t ho c~ustt.va~, connect i nG the.t i alo.nd t? the "1Ainland . Bur-P~Q : 
LiGht fl&ht ing continues in the ar ea of ~eulnein. Ther e ~As been a 
:sl i&ht decr ease in s.i r o.ctivity throuthout this sector. Australasia : 
Accord1ns to the pr ess , Jap~cso have =~de & l~r.dint o~ t ho I~iar.d of 
;\t:\bon , east o!' the Celebes . 9ott. sldta CO!.tit..ue act.!ve in the al r 
throu.:,hout this th&:lter . QrQ.und fichtin& \s Gbseure , -.'fit!\ r epor ts of 
enc:vr &&ins in wester:t Borneo . .test Coast : t;o 1""urther r e?or ts . 

II . £astern Theater . 

Gr ound1 FiGhtin~ continuos alons the gener al f r ont . The 
aorman HiGh Co~sn d elai~s sueeas3rul counter~ttacks a~ainst a Russidn 
br ua,k- throu~h northeas t of' ]~ur sk . (JIO Situation M? \<till be i esu ed 
thlo date . ) 

Air : On the :tosc ow f r ont , tho Russians c 1aiit t he dest ruc t. i on 
or fi ve JU=or• s 0~ J•nuary 30. 

II I . r:estern Theater . 

Th~ pr es s s'tates that units o!" tl".C! Oer=.a:t nir FJr ce t a.ided 
objectives in !io'r t h Ir ela:id ye:terdA~· · 

IV . !!iddle £•s~ern Thee.ter . 

Gr ou.'"'l«h 3ritish F.eo.liqu:t.rter: 1r. ~he ::ilidle ::e.st ~!lve stated 
tha.t two bricades whlel': \o:er o Je!' .. :~dlq; 3er.:l.3.z.l f~a,-~ ~uccessf'ull;r r e
joined the British r.3il'l for ce . The : ress 1.:.dicates t.~t fi~htinc is 
n~1 aoor~dic , with both f~rces brir.ct~- up sup?orti~C ~r~ops . 
0 0 

Air: On t he 30th, the R. A. F. cnrr1ed out l".ea' 'Y e.tte.ek s a.t;e.inet 
Axis notor ued colu.-,ms , su~ply lines , tt.r.d bo.ses in wes~er:1 Cyr eno.ica . 
Ax i 5 o.ir for ces conti nue the dooul tory bo:nbo.r d.""ler.t of ~1 ta and the 
suppor t of cro~~d troops . 

RESTRICTED 
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