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1) J anus.ry 19ul 

' Tel egram from Roosevel t to Churchihl, da ted 1) January 191.1. Also 
telegr am from Secretary Hull to the Secretary at the American 
Embassy at Vichy, 

Answers Churchill ' s telegram #117 to Roosevelt, 11 January 1941, 
filed herein , 
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NO DISTRIBUTION 

AMERICAN E!.IBASSY 

LONOOII 

January 13, 1941. 

6 p .m. 

In response to the message to the President quoted 

in your telegram No . 117, January 11, 5 p .m. , please 

convey the following personal reply: 

QUOTE I have sent suitable instructions to the 

Ambassador at Vichy requesting that be make it clear 

to Marshal Petain that the offer came directly from 

you and involved more than a suggestion of assistance . 

In instructing the Ambassador to deliver this message 

to the Marshal at a suitable opportunity, I told Admiral 

Leahy that he should in no way give the impression of 

pressing tor any response . ENDQUOTE 

HULL 
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AMERICAN EMBASSY 

VICHY. 

Januarj 13, 1941. 

5 p.m. 

liO DISTRIBUTION 

FOR THE AMBASSADOR FROM THE SECRETARY. 

The President has received: a secret a.nd ' personal mes­
sage from Churchill who is apparently concerned lest the 
Marshal may not have fully realized that the message con­
veyed to him through the Charge d'Affaires came directly 
from the Prime Minister and involved more than a suggestion 
of assistance in the event that the French Government 
should 'decide to cro,11s to North A!rS:oa • •. 

After consulti ng Matthews concerning his conversation 
with the French autnorities on the subject (eee telegram 
No . 1208, December 31 , 7 p .m.) and when a suitable occa­
sion may present itself, you should indicate to the Marshal 
that you are acquainted with the British off~r. You should, 
however, make it clear that you are not bringi.ng the sub­
ject up for the purpose of obtaining an expression of 
opinion from the Marshal but only for the purpose of mak-
ing certain that he understands that it was the British Prime 
tunister himself who made the otter and that the Prime 
Minister has informed this Government that the offer in­
volved considerably more than a suggestion of assistance , 
There is no intention whatsoever of pressing the Marshal 
for any response, but you may say to him that you are hold­
ing yourself available should the Marshal desire to pursue 
the ~tter further . 

HULL 
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22 January 19Ll 

Telegram from Roosevelt to Churchill . dated 22 January 19Ll; 

' Answers telegram from Churchill to Roosevelt , dated 21 January 19Ll, 
filed herein. 

.. . . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

January 22, 1941. 

IWIORANDUM FOR 

THE PRESID~T 

I have been asked to return the 

attached message from the British Prime 

Minister to the President. 

It is ~ understanding that the 

President's reply has been sent - the pencil 

draf't is returned herewith. 

REGRADED 
UNCLJ b .:>tF L~..) 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

THE SECRETARY 

January 17, 1941. 

JmWRANDUlol FOR THE PRESIDENT 

With reference to your memorandum 

o1' January sixteenth regarding the former 

Naval Person' s message to you o1' Janu­

ary eleventh, I enclose copies of the 

despatches which I sent to Vichy and 

London, in accordance with our conver­

sation. 

( 



. -··--- ....... _______ .. __ _ 
-

' . 



s=;;;;:- ___ __,.._, .... ·•··· ..... 

, 

7 llareh 1941 

Propo•ed telegram from Roosevelt to Churchill, dated 7 llareh 1941. 
There is no record as to whether or not this message waw sent • 

. . .. 

• • 

• 
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l .. elt 11p tllle propoeet 41ap&tu to OJ•n .. ut 
..... e l waatet tt.nt to Wll wl tb lal1tu. l 
exp1alae4 to IIAlltax tbat U 11 of tbl •••t 18pos'tanoe 
to u 1MN•ee of a. conpe111oM1 el wauoa t111a' 
tbl •"•• of tiM'-"' 1M ••"114 qlllold.r. le 11 
ti1~~MPh1aa hle Oonl'lllllllt to that effHt. 

l tblllk we l!aollld do the ... e to ov people. 
Wlnant 11 publ• U too. 

1ft nf&J"d to pol ate of 41tn.ft1 t7, 1111p1e 
101\ltlOftl O&JI be toua41 &I fOl" ellUI!Pllt 

·. 
1, lD ......... to pol"t 4UI1 all valte& 
ltatee oo•enaeat lblpe 10 to ov elllat 
balel wl~t .ft .. to ,., '"" ..... 
AU non-Ualtl4 •tate• ao ....... , owaet 
llalpe, **'~' .._, 10 to .., of ..,. 
elpt llaeN .. aot ilanl4 ,., * 
J'eC'ilU bi. ua tale• a .... 
a. Ia tbe Nee ot M'lip.UoMl tuUl• 
U111 tt~e vault ttatee Oota ••• 
lhou4 ,., toJ' ea4 Mlatala aU 
••LptlOMl fuUl "" .a. ..... ..., 
bJ ov ue of t1M11 elllat Mill· ftl 
lf'l Ueb l!l01114 ,., toP aa4 Mlntala all 
o.aa.... . . 
3. leoeue tbeee elpt baeel ... 
utlutllr atlltarr .... !1 af'ltt.a lblpe 
ebo1&14 be lul .... floaa 'IMie &N&I 
eaoept •a utlloJ'lM4 to ..... ... 
- ... !Jdtel ...... ..,.. ..... u .. . 
'l'bie appllee to 1oeal tlebl .. ~~·"• 
to ea. HW:o&l»lO UOIUII diM 111 
li ... "' ... MeftiU • ., ....... '=i 
and aotuallJ wo\114 be 11 "" la no 
tlaee. 

.. 
•. 
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DX 

reln.•uZ'f 2a, lHl 

M'"ltiR 

LOIDOI ( IMl AJIP) 

I ... .,. 'II••• YII'J' ••h .......... , the 41lal lD 

l"'aeu., u .,... .... , 1a "~' •• the aa•al ... air 

ka... At JIV Nt(llll' I wae 11 .. to l"'ll .. ller 'hi 

.... ltloa of the plall la 'ftllh 'he HpUaUIDI Wl"' 

' ' hkl plaee ... la new ef the IIDilleraUoae at­

YUIII '117 Jill ,. llal a 411111UOD '0 Loii41D. !hll 

4111CIUID bal DOW HID lJa Llll4oa IYII" a MD'h aJ14 a 

eaUafaetOJT .,... .... , hal .. , ''' lleea l"'•cbll, la-

4114 •u aepuauoae appear t1 111 41114lllkl4 •• a 

na)ep of pelate of ooallterallle ,_,.., ..... 

Ia 1 ... 11Uoa wltlll 1"11(1lllt fll" appi"'JII'UUO&I to 

.... , .... tlllli1 Hill, ou War &114 laY~ hputaeata wlll 

'Ill .... ,, .... ,, a..,... •• , ... l O...lttlll wltU& till 

•••• wek. lhlr wlll 111 aaet '•'ail .. .-~•"••• 1a 

Pllul tl tile ltahl Of tlllell '11&111 &al the Jl'lftdODI 

If tile 1 .. 111. 0a tile Hill If tile PNH&' lltuUI&, 

0198 
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I&Uit .. tei'F aanen ...... )I tlY'IIl W IMM ... lUlU 

..a *• uunu, te flw .. u.r..te"' e.uwn u u 
pNM)lJ 1 ... tl 1Ul1 .. " .... u .. e. .UndJ ....... 

UI ... IU8 -· .... ~ la 01'1"11 ... la Ql JNII, 

a ., ... te --. .... ule• ..... .s.u ..... ~ 
tMN Meel, It II- W .. '•rraUft, la all tMII 

llU lt&MII, Ulal a •Uetaete., ......... la HIJIII 

.. 111111 ..... " ... 11 .......... ,..._.. .. laF. ... 

aa ....... , w.U '"n'• ett .. uw ~ te .-••uu 
lllalU _, ltMI'Wlll JI'IYI II M D T1 i&lllaf t.\Jl ufiAe 
working out of many of the import ant immediate probl ema 

we have before us. I do hope that you will be able 

t o urge your people to expedite the dec i sions our 

negotiators are now awaltlng . 

... ns, ... 

,A/))aiOII .. 

019 9 
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H1 dear Mr. President: 

DEPAI'ITIIIIIT 0' 8TAT& 
WA8MIMeTOM 

!.!arch l. 1941 

Reports trom our repreaentatiTea in London nego­

tiating the base leases haTe indioated that del~a have 

been encountered in receiTing deciaions from the Bri~iah 

Government on pending queations. Upon t he oocaaion ot a 

call at the Department by the British Aabaesador on Tuee­

da,y, February 25, I toolt the opportunitT to call this mat­

ter to hie attention. He asked that he be permitted to 

present a memorandum on the subject which he acoordinglJ 

sent on February 26, a copy ot which I am encloaing. I 

am today sending him in reply a aemorandum,a oopi ot Vbich 

I am also enclosing with this letter. 

Appropriation requests are nov before Committees ot 

the Senate and House, and hearings are already oallsd by 

the House Appropriation Committee on the Army appropria­

tion tor thie purpose. The liar and Navy Department• have 

been notified bJ the Congressional Committees that full 

information will be desired with regard to the terms and 

conditione ot the leases and any other agreement• whioh 

ba'fe 

The Prea1dent, 

The White Houae. 

(l2CO 
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have been made or are contemplated wlth regard to the 

eetabliahaent of theae baeea, and both the War and Navy 

Dep~mente are appr ehanalve of criticiam which might 

ariaa as the result of inability to give conclusive an­

avera to theae queationa. 

I am convinced that the Britieh Governaent and thia 

Governaent are not at all tar apart on the queationa now 

under d1eouaa1on in London vith regard to the tarme of 

the leaaea and the accompanring agreeaenta tor the uee 

and operation ot the baaee, and that the moat important 

element in the whole aituation at thia tiae ia to obta.in 

a prompt settlement and agreement on the queationa atill 

pending. I have therefore drafted a auggeated telegram 

which if it aeeta with 70ur approval alght be aent aa a 

maaaage from you to Mr. Churchill in an effort t~ have 

the aattera at iaaue concluded aa eoon aa poaeible. 

the NaVJ and War Dapartaanta have been conaulted 

with regard t o the auggeetion that 70u aend a aaaeage 

to the British Prime Minister t or thie purpose and ha~e 

bot h approved of auch a etep. I alao feel that it would 

be advisable to make thia effort to expedite the conclu­

sion ot theae negotiatlona. 

Fa1thful17 roure, 

Enoloaurea • 

-----

0201 
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U W&l proY1414 1D Chi DOhl IJ:Oballfl4 'IIICY!ID 

llr. Ool'\1ell hll u4 Lol'\1 LoChlaA oa hpha'ber 21l4, 

1e.o, Cba\ , 

•ate .. J••C7'• Go••raa••• la Cbe 1••••• eo 
'Ill acre•4 •r.a wlll p-u\ \o tbe VaUI4 nac .. 
tor \be per o4 of ca.. leae11 all tb.e rieb.ta, 
pewor u4 a•Uior!:f wUb.ln ca.. 'ba111 leaal4, 
aa4 vUb.la \b.e 1 '' of \errlCorlal weare 
u4 alr apaoee a4Jaoeat or la tb.e •lolal\7 of ••lb. baeee, aeoeeear7 to proY14e aoo••• to &D4 
4efeaoe of eaob. 'Ill••• u4 appropriate pro•1elone 
tor tb.elr ooatrol. · 
1WltbDat preJil4loe Co tb.e a'bo•e-.. aC1olle4 
rllb.tl of tbl Va1te4 ltatee aatb.orltlee u4 
tb.olr Jarll4lotloa wl\b.la \bf leael4 areae, 
tbe a4Jilet .. at Ul4 reooaolllatloa 'bltweea . 
Cb.o Jarll4lotlon of tbe alltbDrltlee of tbl 
Ual\14 1\ahe wUb.lD \b.oH areal u4 tb.o Jlll'11-
4lotloa of \be aatborltlel of ca.. terrltorlel 
1a vb.leb. tbDee areal are elt .. te4 eball ,'be 4e-
hl'lllae4 '117 00-D &ll'tll .. at. 1 , 

Ia aoool'\1aaoe Yltb tb.e foreco1ac proYleloaa, 41e­

ovee1oae are aow Ulr.lq plaoe 1D Loll4oa wUb a Ylew co 
4eol41Jll bow \he DIOIIIII'J 1&4Jili\ .. D\ Ul4 J'IOO .. llla­

Uoa1 lNCY!ea the JvhcUouoa of the Ual\14 eca••• 

all\b.oru1 .. &114 Cb.a\ of the local BrUhb utborUlee 

ou '1111\ 'be &I'I'&Jlll4. 

lo qaeatloa of \b.e \rueter of eoYeretra\7 arleee. 

fb.11 Wal 8141 Olear 1D the At\OJ'DI7 ~Dtral'• OplDlOD 

of ~·• 2?\b.. u4 bae 'beta reaftlral4 '117 \be lr1\1eb 

Pr1 .. llaleter la the Bou11 of Oo-a•. fllat '1111DC eo . 

cb.a queet1oa co be oolYI4 wllll4 •••• to 'be bow to ar-

r ... • \bat \b.e Ual\14 8\atee aatbor1t1ee 1a tb.a Yar1o•• 

hrruorlll eb.all o'btala a4equce povPre co 4etea4 , ooa-· 

Crol aa4 operate tbelr '~~~••• Yl'b. tbl ala1 ... 41et•rbaaoe 

Co the ezle\181 lr1Cltb. a4a1a1eCraC1•e' all4 Jur1o41otlonal 

arraaceaeat • • 

0202 
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!hera b , ot OOVIO, no ngoeUon \bat the UnUo4 

8tatee OoYeraaent ebauld )e 4oD1od &117 power• wbloh tho7 

oolle14or 11eoo•••r1 tor tho proper doto11oo or ••• ot tho 

Nlll, At \be I&H U110 , U 1a tou· that U 11 IIOU 111-

por\an\ \bat the tulloet oolle14orat1oll ehould )e 11Yon 

to tho 111\oroete and tool1JIII ot tho local 1nhab1\ante 

&D4 \bat the ox1et1nc .da1n1etrat1Yo and Jv1&41ot1oaal 

arranco .. IIU ellould olllJ ·bo 41"vb.ed 1t th11 1a reall7 

111011Ual tor tho proper dote11oo ot tho A.erioan ba101. 

Yb1lo tho lr1\1eh authorltloe are .. tvall7 part1ovl arl7 

oo11oornod t o protoot \be 1atoro1t1 ot tho looal 111h&b1-

tante tor wboeo woltare tho7 aro reepollelblo, 1t . 11 tolt 

that 1\ 11 oqual l7 to tho adYantaco ot the Ualtod ltatoe 

autbor1t1oe to ••• tbat tho loa••• aro drawa wp 1n euoh 

a .. 1111or ae to reduce t o tho alii~ the polllblo oaueee 

ot trloUon between tho Yarloue parUu oonooraod. !be 

loa••• are to run -t or a por1o4 ot eG r••r• , and \bat bo-

1DC 10 1\ 1• oloarl7 noo•••arr tbat ~ho1r lonc tora ottoo\ .... 
•pon the well )e1DC ot \be local 1nh&bUallte ebo•ld bo 

tekoa into aooouat. h '1101ll4 10oa, bowoYor, \bat tho 

1aetruo\10III 1011\ to \be 0111\od 1\atee Dolo .. \oo 111 

~ado11 aako 1t d1tt1oult tor tbo latter to PIT 4 .. ao­

oount to tbo 1ntoroete ot the 41ttorallt torrltorloe and 

their 1Dbab1talltl, &114 ooapol thea to p•t torwar« 4oaaade 

tor OODOOII10111 or taoll1tlOI Wbloh wg•ld DOt lOla tO be 

1110nUal tor;tle 4otoaoe or oontrol ot \be 'llaiOo. 

'he I:IU!plll .., bo 11~011, lll the MUOr Of ~v1 ... 

41ot1oa tho lrltleh .. tbor1t1ee are proparod to allow tho 

Va1\o4 1\atoe ••tboritloe to exoroleo ~ur1o41otlOII OYer 

A.erloaa national• ae recar4• eeovltJ ottoaaoe ooaalttod 

aar~ro 111 tba torrltorloe ooaoeruo4 aD4 OYer A.erloanl 

. .-.. ~. 

-
• ' ' 
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1a J'el&l"'l -.all otto .... H.ai.Uo4 wUa..la Ule loaoo4 

areao. tbo .... rloaA ~1 ... ••• ha'fo, Mwonr, 'bloa lA-

,,,...,14 to olala la1to4 ltatoo Jarll4lo,1oa O'fOJ" all 

porooao, 1aol~lac lrltloh ••-J••••• •• J"Oiarlll oooarl'' 

otto .. oa ooee1Uo4 1.11J11Ml"l 1n tbe hrrUorlol OODOII'IIo4, 

0114 •• 1"1111"41 all ottoDOtl o~Uo4 1D \lie leaeo4 areao. 

ftle euroho liJ tbe la1to4 "•"• utllorlUoe ot Jarh-

41oUoa onr all pol"'IDO, Wbe'ber Aeorl ... , or Mt , 1a 

"~'' ot all ottoDOII ooaal uet wt.•ld.a \be loaoo4 anal 

-14 Mt •••• \o be ooooaUal to tlao p....-r deto .. t ot 

tbe Moll, Yhl• wo•ld .. , , tor taMplo , 'bl J1HJII41oo4 liJ 

all 01 ... 1, _, ODI IJ"l,ltb la-Jol\ OD aM,beJ" \&klDI plael 

w1Ulia tbe ltaoo4 area. 

Ao J"lfarlll lb1pplaf, tho IJ'lUIII uS!IorUlll M'ft 

propoeo4 that all nullo oftl4 _, till hUo4 Ita'" 

~Ytraaoat lboal4 -· 1raotod , ....... prl'fllo,., aa4 ez-

•IIPUODI troa MJ"lloar 4 .. 1 , ItO, U 'felllll 'bll ... U, to 

tlao .. ,.1 la'fJ, lboJ han aloo prepeoo4 that , ... DaUo4 

Ita, .. Hattwllt UippU, lave ollowld ao• -..11 to till 

loaoo4 areao, aJI4 Qat lrUhh Mrelllat ,...,,. IMal4 

\Ml"'fll"' Mt -· uol•tt troa tbeoo aroae 0114 M'fl alllo4 

that MI'Mar taoUlUII wt.•b1• tbo ltaoo4 ueao eMald 'bl 

aa4o a'fal~l• to lrltloh aa4 otbor old.po .... ,.. oortala 

ooll41 UoN. Ia roplJ , tbo ...... 1 ... llo1ophl M'fo, U 

.,..,.., 'bote 11letnoto4 to ~·~~ ter ........ u .. of 

OaUt4 ltatu ob1p1 ,_all 4 ..... -dloll alP' •lN• tlllla 

1ll a Ml"' fa.,....._lo poelUoa \Ma alllpo la tile leJa1 

laYJ--ut han 111141 eo p...,.oalo to _, till lr1Uoll ro­

qa .. t la J"'prd \o ,.._ la1tt4 ltaho ooaotwlH aii1JP1at 

lawo aD4 t .. lUUol for IJ'Ullb alllpo 1a • loaoo4 aroao. 

n. 
020 4 
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fbi eao•Uoa ot VaUo4 ,,,, .. a talpa trea all a .. 1 

lid , ... po11lbl1 oxel•aloa of lrl'l•h 1h1p1 troa 'b' 11&114 

'"" ... 14 acua bu&l.J .... to bl .... nual to 'b1 4o-

t•••• or ooo,rol ot tho ~111. 

fblr1 aro otbar polrah oa wtlloll 11allar dlttlnUJ 

a .. al '' b&'ll arlloa1 \N\ \be lwoa4 ·~oat tb&t U 11 

Y1Ue4 \0 IIJ'II 11 ODI lD t&'IOV Of \111.0 lDitnOtlODI '0 

'bo Val\14 •••tol Dllll&\11 -.1DI .. 1111. •• to 1aablo \baa 

to •roat tho aat,ora lld1r dll .. llloa oa a Y14o balll troa 

tho 4otoaoo a1poot aa4 to hll1 hll.J la\0 aoona' ,... la­

hrolh of tho 'llrlo•l hl'l'l 'or111 u4 'b&W' lalaabl , ..... 

lllflll IUA.Ift, 

VAIIDOtOII, D. 0. 

robrurr 2ttll lHl. 

020 5 



Ia U1 aa•a ?! et hiM: IPf II, till lrlUM 

2 If NlMI till -.uer,. CMit&MI wl_. .... , .. 

M till ..... &atMM JII1J .. l .. till llul If M.al ..a 

IU ..... I 

(l) ,.., till llalW hatae ll ta ... Juol .. le­

tlell ewr Ill ,.,_.., laebt- lrlUu ldlefte, II 

r 11 .. 1 Ulllr'l" ., .... II 'tW •U.U till ••wl• 

........................... Ill .,, .......... .. 

wltala ... 11.... ...... ,, , ........... , ........ , .. 

- ........ "'" ., lllftltl•tlell .... aU ....... . 

e1tt I -..t ..... Mt, lll ftllll' If lfflllll .... 

..... ..... ... 111 .................. , ..... .. 

...... lll .............. , ..... , ........ . 

Ia I .. hiP ........... lnl• .. rs•s Sir II, 

till 'aarts .._.u. .......... -...t ... • ... "-'till 

IIYW t el till lalW ... , .. ...W Mt I I &lei -' .. 

u ...... 

0206 
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..,.., ., .. - .... •MVl., ., ·- .., ......... . 

1111 ..... ... ........... , ...... ... .., •tMr .,_ 

...... -...., •••• u , .,. ... ,. ,..,. .. , ... w -. 

...... a.. ., ·- .... _, ., .. ..,, .............. 

..... U. ., .... le IOJii )I 1' .. U.Nlll, 

11 " -.u..,.. u.s a&e h ...... ...u, •••• 

U. ft.- Mt "' la .. MilA 1 7 

Cl) .... ---- 4M ..a ..... .,..u.. ..... 

-••S• tr" •• a.n ...... ,. ..._u.a a. a. .. 

.. .... .. ... , ......... , .. -..s Jldr, 

Ae te tMe, lt _, -. Mftle lll llllll CU taat 
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.... 
lrlUA ,UUe ftiHla et tile '''" MJ'n ...... illl II 

......,. ..... ,I'HPll ... ,. ... , la •" ef ...... "'llilll 

,.IHNlnl 1111 11 lah ....... MMillll, Ull (I) 'Mt 

,.. tile ,.,.., If ftiY If , ... lriUA ......... , , U le 

lalplJ a •ner If ,.,., ... , •• If ... "*'' Ull 

,..,_ lt la .... IIMt. • ....... ,.,. , ... ,.,.., If 

Ml.lt ... llpt t•e wsU M a •ttar If Utili_ ... 

... -II, ... lrlUA, ....... , .aeul- ,UU1 ftiHll 
' . ..w 'lie .. _ .... Mall ....... u, ... , IIIli la N.nTU. 

s nuee, •• La -~ ua ..,......._ f .. ,..,. .. , et 

7 ••• It "'-· te ...u ........ *•• .. ,., .... 

- If ...,. lata 'lie laaal tr11eur fer 'lie Ul If I 

a Jll'faet ftPt te ... Wl ..... t eM P l .. , .. _., U 

Me -... ,.laW "' ta 'lie lrlUA IMt 1M lll&tat Melli 

.Ul usa1taut ... .alataU llPte • .._,,, _.eUler al&e 

......... u. ......... aU ...... f..Ult&ll wU1 ... 

...... It 0208 



lle --· h tM ,..,., et leMl eUe •• ••'PU• I.e 

...... 1& ............................ , ............ . 

NY I e. 

' fteft wU1 M M lUnull .. ,, la tU .,._., et 

••en ... ~ ...... .-.ue YIIM11, lt MW "' I 11 

.......... ,, ....... u ...... , .............. tM 

........ t.aft1YI& ........... , ........... ,. , ... . 

M eeu...,...le- 1 e11J .... MIIIP- eY~r e 

............. , ..... 1 ................ , .. 

IU.W ltetee ,.,., , IPr, Oeee• tuM, Ul lilian Ul 

IM&eUe ....., 1e ........... M e _,._ Ill ,_,, 

\Mn s 14M M IMrae .. Ill.,.,_. et *a tJ»1 l.a 

~ 'll'ftU., la '*'- e Ileal 11 lMe•et "' ftSIIa If 

Gt tu• , ... , fiiiU•llulAMrt.Ma fteM1e .- JAS yo 
' . 

, ......... le wlll ........ -.nt...U. ws.• .... 
' - ,u.. 

020S 



I 

' 

.. , ........ -- .... , .... , ... ,_ ••IPri•• ., 

lalW •tatee la -..~ l1Mr11111 a&.te te ........,.~._ 

lfti'J.I ft .. tM It&t-' la tM 11 f) I II et •tee 'lie-

u le .......... 

'Ill• ~,..,,, ..... ,_, .Ul .... a.U. 

..,. te ._ -.tw ...... ,,,. ' ..... ~ 

u, n ...... •'Ml ut a1r-.... ... r..us..-
U•• ffW .. ,,..... \Mrete ... tM ...,_,._ ... 

.,. ... u ...... , .. ,. 

• • 

1 All tiM ........ t..UlUH ..., ..... te 

••• .Ullle •.•• • ,.. ,... ell,... 
... ate ........ \IIIIa ... I $11M ..... te lie ... .," .., .............. "' ........... . 
la ...._ te 1111$11 1te tM , • .,, ef Jl'l•te ......... 0210 



--
,..,..-, fir 1e .. 'r IQ"'na'lea 1r hzsp 

U'lllTI .. , If 1M lltGU ..... , If 1M MMI 

... f .. lll,lll lE ... 1,117.• 

le ....... ,111M .. , If 1 ....... 1 17 Wzthl lhQI 

.......... , .. 11111 f .. 1M ,..lft.l ... If 17'11'171 ... 

Mell IMU M 1 tN1 ,.._ all .... , _. e"' p1 etlller U.Z 

..... 11 a .... UIEJ t fer ,.,..., U., '* a ~ .. , ... 

er ...... 1 ,.._ IM If tMII Mello Ull ... If '~ Meel 

" .. , ,... ,... I'm Ill • 

..... ..... 1 .... ,latiN -·1 ............. ,. " ... , 
--. 111'1UAnca11' 17,....... "·~ llal'e& ..... 1 .... .._ 

w&ee --- law azA t .. UlUII fir blU* ~~ lE 

.. 1111 ........ 

fte .-..a .. IIJniiiMU .. e 17 ....... '-" teU 

--. 111'1Uu .... "-"" *' .- w.lMA '""' .... ,w~. .. 

law • 1• zet •'•zl te '111111 Mele wt Qat _.1• ealet-

lEI law all •'eft&la fir tM ... If -. anr _. .. ., , 

1 ... ,. 
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..... , ~r .. nala eoii41Uaaa, ••' lie IU'1'1 .. 1a 

"-rleaa 'luaab. ~•• _. .. ,hd .... 1Uoaa are, •oac 

a \her ·~·, lau or •a-nalllliUU7 or AMrhaa ne-

aoll, uooaa1'1a eo•••• et ••••ra, .a4or wb!eh aoal1,1oaa 

pre'11o1ou or Uaa law _, IN val.,.. '117 ' M froe14aat . 

OoMoral .. \118 ••• at CM llaaa fM1lltl .. '117 IJ'U­

hllt. allt.lpa , \118 AMr1 ... ....,r .. aata\1'181 la Le.U. ba'la 

acacod tMt ... h raoll1C1aa will ba a.,.llalll• eo lr1t-

•poa ftlollt. 'llle' are a.,.1llllle Co OaUod. Sta, .... _ralal 

.,. .. el • • 

<•l 1\ 1a allo etatod 111 \lie ••raM~ut \MC \M 

, ... , U le wlallla& \o IIJ'IO, le oat la ta'IOJ' 

or \M lu\ruUou to tllle Uau .. tta•u ._lepha llellil 

....... ~la , ...... ,,.., ·- .... " ........ l ... 

••••lea •• a Wl'• llaah t'J'oa \he '•teua ..... , all4 Co 

\allo hl~ lata .. _, lata"•'• or , ... hwlwrl .. 

... \&elJ' 1~ ..... . 

Tat nJ) •• tM ....... ot 'lllo .. p,laU ... la Le ... a 

\lle aUlhlte ...... lrl, of ~ .. 'leHMII' Of tM Dal\ .. S t a toa 

.. ..,... tlla u-ol .. or \llt.a ._,_ or tllo ~· all4 , ... 
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........... 'Uider wbleh .... ....... nll ... IJ"N\e4 -.. .... 

lleoa eaUrel7 n~a .-. tru1wrk 1f \u llrea& ~111 

tt \M .. ..,.,... ... of \M Val\IA 1\ahl aa4 ..... , lrUaia, 

&I l~l'llle4 1a tho Mall e:IIIM ... If 11\11, hlr'7 111-

al.ll'a\111 lila• lleoa 11na a\ all UMI \1 ... , 1D a1 far 

a1 peullllo '"' ••111'11 1f \lt.e lMal ••nl. \lrlel, "' U 

... , 'be 1114 \lila\ 111111' of \u pela\1 111ll.oh ban -•-' 

4olaJ la She 41ai•••Loal taa•• referred \1 .. \\orl 1a 

wb11h a~a\17 1\ Ml 1Jo1a \he 41111'1 of .-. 11111 a.­

\borl\111 \1 ••• Pl'l•llllll laler\M wbleh ... u 111'1 .... 

11rllle \be rllh\e eoae,..ore« llf \bo Ua1\e4 1\a\ol Ge••~ 

... , •• &11111&!'7 aa4 1a ao11Naale w1 \Ia \lao ,..taolploa 

1a14 4o• 1a \he .. ..._. of Mhl of • .,. ...... t, U.O. 

fhe la.U A.ffairl C-"U111 of the \W .... 1 If 

0. ..... 11, ... 1 .. h14.al ... 11'1 If \llle ...... ... If 

\he llee11 of .., ...... \&U-rn, llan ali'IIAJ 1'111M •• 

q•••U•• •• •• 'IIM\Mr \1111 tau.a '"'1• W1ll 'Ill "4~ 

" P&7 _, lr.b4 ot •b ••• 1a ..-1uoa n \b .-. ... 

If \111111 Naol ... M'le lleoa \114 ._, ,1111 ......... , 

of •1111 laUe& '"'-• ...... , aaull,.h lNlal •liJM\14 
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h aa, k1ad of ob&J'S.. . h wnl4 'M utenu&\o lt 

\~ lr1\1aa ~••oraaoa\ , ~1 a .. a\1aaa\1oa of \~ 411~1-

o1oa of •••~ .. ,,oro aa ... , ... , ~r. &a4 l~\ 4•••· 

•'-•U oa••• ,~ ... Co 'uo .. \1 1a1a •• utaft~lo 1• 

preoolon a\ a \lae waoa \ho '-or1oaa GoY•~•' 11 total 

1 \I ll\1101\ 1a aa etten \o M et uoh\uoo 1a \be wrl4 

D.,an .. a\ ot lhh . 
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6 llarch l9Ll 

Tel egram 1/786 from Roosevelt to Churchill, dated 8 lolarch l9Ll • 
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TE LEGru.!.i SENT 

ATP 
This trlcgr~ must bE 
closely par~phrascd be­
forE be 1ng communio'l.tEd 
to :!llyOOE (0) 

;.:.;Et:BAS8Y 

LONDON 

786 

Uaroh 8, 1941 

ll p. m. 

FOR THE AllBASSADOR 

Pleas£ transmit th£ fo llowing mEssage to former 

.naval person: 

~UOTE PErsonal. Notwi thstanding somE dElay the 

ul timate passagE by votE of sixty to thirty- onE is highly 

sa.tisfa.otory. Fin~l concurrent action by thE House followtc 

by my signaturE should t ~ic pla.oE Tucsdny EVEning. Oonfi­

d.tntially I hOPE to BEnd EStimatE for nEw ord~rre rnd pun­

chaste undtr the bill to the HousE on ncdncaday. BEet of 

luck, RoOSEVElt , EN~UOTE , 

S: .\SB . 
• 

HULL 
(ASB) 

REGRADED 
~~~~~~lED 
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29 March l91U 

' . ... 
Telegram from Roosevelt to Churchill, dated 29 March l9~b. 

•• 
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s . r .......... ~ 

JROIII 
'1'01 

U. S. N ' AL COMMU NICATION 
cCr.L ltc"'• 

:RVICE ,_ I 

SRS 

REGRADI:D.-~ 
UN,g~S~lflED 

J'OR J'OR- J AVAL )'m18~ ~ I IIA.fl TeiiAr )Wlii. AI.I.O'ftmml 1'011 SOIIII'fAII'riAL 

Q;IIAIIflTIIS J'OOD Alii) r.JI Il&!IIIU'I'! l'UIICIIASll nHUOUk lllmii!D A1RPLAIIJ8 

&q\)Ii'Wf X I H.l'fl A.L50 ltliB:ItiZID iUfUlY& Bta1l\ll) OW1 TilW CX. AID 

Wililtl .. J0R ~X Bin'f PA"IML II!CIIIIlJIG ... PLUm~ All> ~ -­

XICIIft 114ft nCII!DIO PI.UIIIS X 'IBIBll AD!'I<III WILL 11170u.onD Dl !1111 ... 

ftU a JlkbiW'fC Ill YrCW'!tii**'Y _. SI~ BOOS~ 

: 
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2 April 191!1 

Telegram from Roosevelt to Churchill, dated 2 Aprll 19Ll. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTO N 

ApU a, lt«' • 

........ -­> M ~"' 

Ill~ .a& •. ,. ........ 
1M heal ... , wo1114 liD 

• Mft fO'I aa4 .. Hel.lll ....... 
•· •· I.e Klnl 

'U.Afl liOUidl 

• ·· 



S'TANO~O,~M' NO. UA. 
~I;D I Y THIE ... UIOOl 

)IL.UtC.k 10, INI 

TELEGRAM 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS-GOVERNMENT RATES 

FROM 

-
'Urlle ;mllitc flolt.sc 

;RI>~•I!iuglou 

ll . f , , h u • ••• • '" '""~' oou:o ll l l M 

Af!J'U •• 1Hl. 

O. K. 

F. D. R. 
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11 April 1941 

Tel egram from Roosevelt to Churchil l , dated 11 April 1941. 

, ' 
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April ll , 1941. 

Aaoabaooy, 
London. 
For Poraar Naval ?eroon . . 

REGR ADED 
,PNCLASS1f u~,; 

Vo propooo iacod1atoly to take tho following ot opo i n 

rolation to t bo oeouritr ot t ho Vootern loa1ophlro, whion 

otopo will tavo~bly attoot your obipping problea. It i o 

iaportant tor doaootio politioal r oaoono vbioh rou will 

r oadil7 undorotand that t nia· aot1on bo taken by ua uni­

laterally and not aftor diplqaatio oonvereatione between 

JOU and Ul. !herotore betor 'o taking t nia unilateral aot1on 

I vant to toll you about tbe propoeal. 

!bie ,qovornaont propooea to oxtond the proeent eo- oallod 

aeourit7 &one and patrol aroaa vb1oh havo boon i n otteot 

ainoo werr early in tho War to a Uno ooverins all Nortn 

.Ulant1o vatero vut ot about vut longitude 2& dogreeo. 

Vo propoae to ut1li&o airoraft and naval voaaela working 

troa Greenland, Newfoundland, Nova Bootia, tho United Btatoa , 

Be...ud.a and Voat Indioa, witb pou iblo later oxtoneion t o 

B~il i t t hia oan be arran,.d. Vo vill want in groat 

aooroor notit ioati on ot aovoaont ot oonvora ao our patrol 

unUa oan aook out anr ab1po or planoo ot asgrouor nat1ona 

oporatins voat ot t ho nov lino ot tbe ooourity &ono. Vo 

will lamodiatolr make publi o to you pol i .lon assro••or 

enipo or planoo vbon looatod 1n our patrol area voot ot 

Voot longitude 2& dogrooo. 

0225 



- 2 -

Ye propole to re t uel our 1hip1 at oea whore adY1eable. 

Ye euggo1t your longer obipp1ng baull moYe a 1 auob ae 

pooo1ble VOlt or new l1nt up to lat1tudo or th6 NortbVOit 

approach•• · 

Yo ban deola.red lied Boa area no longer a ooabat •one. Ye 

propoae lending all tn>oo ot goodl in unaraod Aa..-1oan t1aa 

l h1pa t o Egrpt or ant other non- boll1goront port Y1& .._. 

Red Boa or Pera1an Gult. Yo think vo oan vork out 1ondinc 

vboat and other aood1 in Aaerioan obipt to Greenland or 

loeland through tho next o1x aonth1 . 

Ye hope to aato aYailable t or direct haul to ln&land a 

large aaount ot your preoont lhipp1ng vhioh it nov ut111•od 

tor other purpoe.. . • Yo upeot to aako Ute of Dan1oh l hipl 

Yery 10on and Italian 1hipo in about two aont ha • 
• 

I bell••• ~Yilable t hat vhen thil nov polioy i l adopted 

here no 1tatoaont be i1oued on your end. It 1t not certain 

I would aako 1poo~tio announoo•ent. I aay dooide to 1ttue 

neoettary naYal operation• or4erl and l ot t1ao bring out thl 

ex11tonoe of tho new patrol area. 

NXlBEVELT, 

-
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l llay l9Ll 

Telegram from Roosevelt to Churchill, dated 1 llay 191.1. 

For Churchill's reply, see telegram #1753 from Churchill to Roosevelt, 
dqted 3 May l 9Ll, filed herein. 
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DIIAJ'f OJ' OABL'I 

I ~ 

.. , 1, 1941· 

' " 
1. In ralaUon to paraarapb 14 or roun ot ,AprU 2) wa 

raoaha4 1tro:aa protuh t:roa Portuga .. OoTa~at in 

rap:r4 to a propo .. 4 triaD4l.T rl.S.t to Asorae or Oapa 

Ta:r4 Illilll41 at thil U••• In rlaw ot thb •• 4atarra4 

r- .AallaiH4or ill 8»&ill t ha t t'riall4l.T rl1it plaD 'be 

oania4 out , but that DO tual 'be taltaa oa ill tba Ialaau. 

'rill •• patrol IIOW SOill& into operation will axtallll to 

waetarlr 114e both 11lall4 s:roupa, but ple.. wiU DOt 'be 

tl.owa crrar the 11141141 th_al.,••• 
lt 1a, ot oo~~raa, or utao1t t.portaaoe, ill ., 

~-.... ,, that JOU aallll 110 npa41tloa to aitbar plaoa 

ual.a11 Port'IPl 11 attaon4 or rou 1•t 4at1111ta w:r4 
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ot u s.-tiah O.naan attaolt 011 t he blu4a, J'llrthe%Wira 1 

I lr:Mw J'O'Il wi.U 110t 111114 .:r a&Tba that i ll the en11t ot a 

111'1t1ah upa41Uollal'1 t oroa )'OU ..a it n ry olaar to 

Aaeriau people that ill oaae ot Asor aa i t ia t or purpoae 

ot 111'1 tiah 4etaue u4 110t tor pa~a•t oocnrpat1o11, Ill 

ot her woli'U, that Britaill wi. U r .. tore ialu4a to Ponq .. e 

aon~ipt:r at oloae ot war 1t Por tup.l 1e reatora4 u u 

illllapaDi .. t IIAtioll, · !he raaao 11 I auueet thia b t hat, 

aa J'Oil lr:Mw, a at ot Asor ea a re ill w .. tan Badap!aan 

I&Diar '871 lOIIC1t'CI4111al up reat11111• 

2, Ollr patrol ia alrea4:f Oil war to take poaitiolla aaa1pe41 

8114 I thblt l1aao11 wol'll: 'batwen the two unl aerrto .. ia 

baiiiC .. tabUaba4 aat1ataotor117o 

)o Ill rapN to )'OVa ot April 29 1 '871 •thO\ICil\ ia npr4 

t o aaahn llletitel'ftlleaa b1~ 
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(a) You han <loDe 110\ olllr l>trolo, lnlt. nrr 

uetlll work 1A Oroooo an4 tho torrUor1&1 lou 

h 110re the OOIQOU&to4 tor by Deooaaltr tor 

o110r110111 0.~ oonoentratlon an4 rooUl\1 .. 

OIIOriiOU Oel'JLIIII lou•• ln .., allil • torhl. 

(b) BaYill6 oent all am and oqulpant w 
Graooo fOil oould poea1bl7 apara, fOil baTe 

toqht a 11holl7 Juatltlod 4olar1116 ao\loa 

1.114 will oontln111t to <1o eo b othar part• ot 

lao\Ora X.Utorruou, 1nol1141116 llortll .t.Moa 

u4 \b& •ar Jaat. :hrthor110ro, that lt ad• 

UUoul withdrawala l>tooM » ouaarr, \bey 

will aU 'N a part ot \bo Jl.an wllloll a\ \h1o 

naco ot \bo wuo ahortou llrl. Uoh I.lnao, 

lft&\lf ortell4o tho Axio lluo, and OOIIJel• 

tile ·~ to e:zpoll4 l!l'e&t quu\ltho et •• 

and oqul,..at. I .. ut10t1o4 that •£ $ t• 
' II u4 b llri\aln publlO OpblOD h srowlJI& to 

....U.o that ana lt fOil han to 111\lldNW' 

twnhor lll tho laotora Xodlt.orNJMu, fOil 

will 110\ allow anr lll'••t h'Ntle or ~114or, 

..a \hat lll tile laet. aulral• t.ho •Tal ooat.rol 

ot \ba I..Uc Ooou an4 tile Atluth O.Mil 

will l.n t~ w1A tho nr. 
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(o) In regard to '-rkeJ, I t ear tbere 1e little 

we oan 4o exoept to et1ttea t hem -1'11111 aD4 

lean 1t to r ou to 1and auoh equ1,..at to th .. 

•• JOU oan -,are traa .A:Mrlom ah1p~eata S01DC 

to the led Sea, 

(d) I th1Jilt ot the 8,r1an pl'Obla aa alaoe\ 

1deat1eal with the heaoh pl'Obl• 1n Bonh 

.Atrloa. I 4o DOt th1Jilt t here 1e a!Q' ohaue 

ot perauad1118 1'1ohJ to break with the O.l'IIIUll, 

1t \be latter nolate 8,r1a or llorth Atr1oa. 

I w1ah JOU would let • han JOW:: rlen oa 

the foll~ll8 pol10J , wh1ob I woUld be S).ad 

to 1ntl'Oduoel 

•• 
(l) Reoogn1ze that 1'1ob1 111 1a a 

0.1'111Ul oage allll 1\lll 1e1uea ordera 

to 1feJPJ1d, srr1a and Illdo.Clliu. 

(2) That beoau1e ViohJ hal .UeadJ 

ordered JreDoh Oo1oa111 to 1'8111\ 

Br1t11h oooupat1oa, V1ohJ oan ud 

oupt to 1uue order• to Oololl111 

equll.J to redat hl'IIIUl oonpet1oa, 

-
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1 Jl UD1h4 Sh t oe o&D aa qu14 pro quo tor auoll 

or4era ••~two .ore oh114rea•a t oot lhlpa 

to .. r,.lll.. and otter to aea4 oil 11114 

perbapa 110M ..uJiltlon &Dd o\her nD1tlo118 

to Wersall4 on Weot Ooaet ot Morrooo, tlda 

MlBI ooll41t1oned, ot oourae, oa a.sre-9 

ot Wersand to reelat Geraan oooupetlon. 

141 .l\ a&M tlM 1t 1e at leut ponlbl e 

that 1t ••rsaD4 gota or4en to l'edn 

Oeno.&Jla &D4 asr••• to do 110, he would pld 

up a atrona rear-guard hteuo, .oYlDC 

alowlr forward toward Oaaablanoa, 

1•1 It GIJ'UIIT oro•••• ltr&lh of OlbnUar wUll 

1&114 foro•• , aile ou probablJ enntuallJ oooV»J ~, 

Alcl•n au Morrooo down to Oaaablanoa, but lt 1a 

ot ~at ~rtaaoo to keep Geraaaa out or the 

Moli'Ooou pert• u lons u pooolblo, bol1141BI ..,rt 

of 81-• b ato 4e oro. •• tlll* lt ~\ 
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\ 

(t) Peraoullr, I • DOt 4owuaat b7 aer. 

apraa4 or O.raaQT tor a441t1oaal lars• 

teJ'l'itor1... 'l.'tulre u little or raw uter1al.a
1 

11t. all or thea :put tosetbu• -- DOt enoqll to 

. 
toro". 'l'bt exoe:ptloD. la oU 1D. IIIID1tul u4 . 
Ir'.c4 I aa•- pro4110tloD. thtr. ooul4 be 

pratt1Ml.l7 4"t1'01'4 b7 7011 1D. tnD.t ot 

I expeo' \o 1JP oD. air w1 tlliD. D.eltt two nelca, 

6, ht:p liP tht .,a4 work, 
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h llay l91u 

Telegram from Roosevelt to Churchill, dated 4 llay 191.1. --
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• • 

. . · 

-
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rov 1753, 11&7 3, Lldnlgbt. 

108 10RUB lAVAL PBRBOI FROM TU PIUISUIIPIT. 

In II¥ .. ,,.,,, ot lla:y l I did not intaDd to 

ai.nuha 1.n aliT 4a&n• the &ra-..it:y ot the dtuation1 : · . ,. 

part1cularl;y u ra&ar4a the ..Sitarranaan. I aa w.U 

aware or ita araat etrataa1c 1aportanca aDd I abare 

your anzia~~ 1n reaar4 to 1t. 

I aaw General •nitelar while be ••• here and heard 

rr- Ilia the aaan1t1cent ettort ot Wanll'• ar.;r aJid 

Cunn1naha•'• and 8uaaarY1lla'• fleet. I haYa 111Ua4 

iaetructiona tbat aupplial in 10 tar •• thaJ are 

&Yallabla hare are to be ruahad to tba K14dle .. ,, at 

tbe aarliaat poaaibla aoaant. Th1rt:y ah1pa ara now 

bela& •obUiaad to co w1 tbln tba nut ·thr" ..Ua to 

tba ll14dla laat. I want •• •pb&l1za •• 1ntetllll to 

cont1nue the auppl1 .. and to &•t the eb1pa to oarrr 
' 

tbaa UDt11 thera 11 a final dac1a1on 1n tba -.d~terraneaa. 

I know ot ,ear 4aterm1D&t1on to will on that troat aDd 

wa ~·do '•nrTtb&DI tbatj, po11ibl7 te help 70'l do it. 

-
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17 pra.1oua aeaaaae .. relr aeant to 1D41oate 

that aboul4 the •e41terrant&D pro•• in the la1t 
,.,. J"" 

anelr•ll to ~ • r••iblt battle aro\11111 ~ 1 40 not 

r .. l that '-~r.ot alone J-, the 4ef~t of our 

" .utual 1nttrlltl. 1 ear t h1a beoauae 1 belia.e tile 

outooae or t ble atruaale ia aoina to be 4eo1414 in t he 

Atlantlo &DIS 1.1Dle11 Bitler caD wl.D there ile oaunot win 

•• ll. o......_.\ ~t ~ .. ... 1,.1\.oo.. ' " " .. . . ' .""""" J..f~ L "'~ 
1 cannot 1peall: too bllb.l.7 or the e4airat1on 11ilict.v the 

Aaerloan people hold toward rav aenerala, a4a1rala, 

troop•, alraen aDd 1allor1 Who t•uaht 1n Oreeoe aa4 are 

DOW t11bt1na in the Jlecl.itarranean • Mr1aa. 1 thlU 

the t .. llna in Aaerioa 11 that tile tttortl whioh JOV • 

OOIIDtl'J .... to It- the t14t in Greet• -· a YOrthJ 

effort aa4 \he telaJiac aotton Whloh JO. fouaht thert 
'\'u .,.-c._ • 

.uat baft"•eall:•e4 n ; ;b-. ~~ 
1 ha•• now reoe1•14 tbroUih .Aaba11ador ~ a 

rdteraUon ot •uhall Petain• a auur~ that be 

4oea not intell4 to aarM to &DJ ooUaboratloa )J Praaoe 

~' 11 beyoll4 the re~Uir .. enta or the araiat1oe 

aare .. ntJ that hi baa publlolr atat14 tbet hi wUl 

not OODIIDt to &DJ ort ... i•• ao~n aaal.Dit h1a fo~r 

aUJ, WhJ.le be ltatea that OeNAIIJ hal DO DHf ot a 

paaaaat for 1 ta troopa tbroucb U1100011plM Praaoe to 

··- • 
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tho 8petliall 

- l -.... -'. 
tronthr}l that he 1. alldanorln& to l1a1t 

tho naabar ot ~•raana 1n tho African colonial , Laab7 

pointa out that 1t 11 accepted at YiOliJ that a rol'uaal 

ot tho llaraball to 11~oo to Gerun d-od• would baTe 

little or ftO datorr&Qt ottocta upoD tlla Uo..aoo. 

Pat&iD 11&4 no c-t to Ml<o upon t11a Br1t1ab 

OoYa-t•a otter ot uoiat&Doo trana.it\e4 tllroup 

J.oab7 aJI4 I p tiler that lla teal a that:'7r&Mo c&D do 

oothiD& to praYaDt tho arr 1Yal ot Garaao troopa 1D 

8petl11b llorocoo whioll be, PotaiD, oono14ara •••n••t. 
LMllt: llal1a ... a til+ t Pa"taiD baa tbo 10au.1oa lllPJIOI't ot 

aU o! tho J'ranoll p,op1o but tllat thoJ do DOt allaro t11a . 
·- oolltUoDOO 1n llarlu. Be turtllar boUaYOI that 

1101t ot tho p.oplo ~··· opoalf or ooo ... tk o~portiD& 
your eou... •• .... aalldiD& 1Datraot1oaa · to 1oeU17 t o 

urao PotaiD to 1aauo ordoro to all J'r oaall alltborltiea .. . ~ 
to roaiat ~.ra&D;f 1D aDJ attoapt to Yiolato J'r-

" terr1torJ or to uao it u a ba .. tor a1Utai'J oporat ioDa. 

ORr patrol• are pualliD& tarthar out into tho AtlaDt1o. 
~ · . 

I 11a ... Juet a4cla4.U ot our" unita ot tl>o Ooaat Guard to 

tho lla"7 tor tliO purpoao ot 1apl-t1111 tbat patrol. 

Otllar dopa to atrqtlloo that patrol olll. bo taka •-· 

~HII t hia -uoao 1001 a:t wara poraonal ropr4a to 

7011. 

< • 

I 
' 
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Not dated 
10 May l9Ll ( ?) 

Undated telegram from Roosevelt to Churchill. 

Answers Churchill's telegram #1855 to Roosevelt, dated 10 U&y 19ul, 

• 

• 
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PUIOII. 

m•oe•• 

At.L PL.U8 lllSCUIIall U1'1 100 JSr .uJOLD rca 
%WJJJIO PUMI Uft - APPIOnll UU. t lllll AU 

10 loiiG&Jo lllniCUL'fiU II tD WAX .&JD) tBII DADIII 

C.U IIOII PII*P'rJ.t, WI AU IUIIIUIO IIX AJICITIOIWt 

lULL •tMt•~tt c••am• na YOU. rxut ~ AOm.D · 
' • ·••nus.• II DID '01 roua ..u., 

RtiGR~llEO 
~6S"'4~Q 

' 

.•. -
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• 
1u uay 19U1 (?l 

• 1leaaace from Roosevelt to Churchill. undated (filed under date 
or lu uay 1941) • 

• 

I 
I 
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PN!•• 

• '1ft 

POll FOSUWt IIA'AL PINOI 

It •••• ll taU!i .. , ........ h .a.. ,.,_l lt 
~· be ""F ftho'llh to DOll• .. 1111 .. onr lioN lr 
llo ou 'llo pOI'I 'II to toll ,_ Nolllo .... , IIU1 .. Ml 
all allftt tile 1JIIltol ltatol, .... , kRI a1 1 ~ 
.-117 .... la NloUH ta tile hltol ltotol OP '- otMP r.m.::.r.:. '::tt:.;-:~.::~!-==~.:.., :r-. 
hltol .......... . 

,_ all U1tuM J ou 011- rw Ulat Ula 
IHo tlllltt 11o1 ..,._.. till AMPlou lMCl•tt• ... 
.. ... , Mftll be -· alhl ,., ~·· .. ..., ..,. •• ona -a u ,. .. l\lo. 

Jt llo ,.,. Ullftl., allftt till AMPl ... la .. 
._., or wu., 1111 eto.,, 1' IIIIR14 11o ... , ,.,.,.to 
,_ otllor parte u4 toatuoa ., Uoolt. 

J lion aow.., ...Utlo ,_ "::& "b J M Jt£,N_...f'_ . 
Mt ~fill of 0117 ....... OP41H to II ... Nllllt rJ 
'lin " .., otl11 pall - of t111 ........ "' ot .. 

""· 
IIOONnLf 

REGRADED 
,UNCLAS:ilf '~~ 

024 1 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

~enoranu~ For The Presid~~t . 

~ hud >lph iioss 

'lay 11. , 1941 

Possibl;r this idea i s cruJel;r amateu rish; probabl;r a 
number of people nave alr~;v thout;ht of it. Certainly 
there are a nw~er of 11 i!s" involved - the "ifs11 of s:mit.y , 
o f eood intentions, and of truth . tlut it mi,;ht. be wot-th 
tryinP, . 

'i'he fli~ht of iluclol ph Hess ho.s capturdd the kr.crlcan 
Lnaglnati on as hno nothinr. si:lce the fllt;;ht of the lllll\en t od 
l.indbergn. It may only be a seven-day wonder but t he "mttn 
in the street" todo:r regords it as a wo:~der . 

:Jo a01ount of conversatio:'l ubout economic pe01etrt.tlon o f 
Sout!"l A::erica or Uazi trnde ~ars, or even the necessit.y for 
su rvh-al of ~he British navy seems t o h:lVe convinced the 
A;nerican people, p,~rticularly the middle and far West, t hnt 
this country is in dan"er froco the :lazis . 

dut if Hess were to tell tho world what Hitler nas said 
about the United St«tes, it would be a headline s~~sation . The 
po·Jple woul d begin to wake up . Recollec t ion of the unpleasant 
Zinovieff l etter indicates the possibilities . I am SU!!geat­
ing, or cour se , onlY th~t Hese mak~ ouch a statP.ment if it 
is true - which it is. 

If the iaea i s worth.,hilo, it should be done soon, whiln 
the American people are fascinated . It certainly should not 
be i nclu:led with a £:l"OO.L number of other thL~gs, such as 
llitlor ' s rapprochement with 1\ussia, the economic conditions 
of Genru.ny , etc . H shou l d probab!y be done rlth A•nori.can 
newspapennen pr esent ; otherwise the Nazis - as they already 
are begirmi~ to do - will recreate the JtJncrican !ruspicion 
of 3rltisb propa,;ands . 

I kno11 you and 1 tnink Churchill can seo the possibilities; 
I duubt if the professional cnreer servant ·rill. 

But , if there is anythin;; to the idea it should be dono 
l.:~ the next d"y ot· ~o ; oLhorwis o tt >sill not be believed. 

JHM 
J a.11e s Ro..,,·o , Jr . 
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~~- )t ~ 
~ 0 y THE WHtn: HOUSE 

'~ ( . I .f WASHINOTOII~y 
~ 'J ~ ~ 14, 191,1 

("\ Is L 
:i orandu.no f'or l.tiss LeHand. 

Dear Uissy: 

hudolph Hess 

~ccausa you told me that someone else 
had the siUne itiea I had and that Steve Early 
s~1t hL~ up to the British Embassy, I thought 
you :llil!ht no~ e i ve the President 111.V :nea9randum t 
today . 

I have be&~ tratned as a skeutie in all 
things - (lllt:i I i ncl ude Hess - but , assu:lling 
this idell is worthwhile , it will never get 
anywhere with the professional far eer men in 
the British &"tbassy or the. State-.~epartrnent. 

\.. 

It is a "telephone" job between the 
President and Churchill, both of whom have 
imagination enough to see the advantage to 
both eou.ntries, 8Jld al•o because time is of 
the essence. Even tomonu'l may be too late. 
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19 May 1941 

Telegram from Roosevelt to Churchill, dated 19 lolay 1941, 

Answers Churchill ' s telegram 1/1992 to the President. dated 19 l!ay 
1941, !ile.d herein , 

• 
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la7 19, 1941· 

·--·"! 
LOIDOI 

1 wish 7011 would upl•in Yery c:on!idelltielq t.M 

eat1rely ott the record to Former ••val 'Peraoa t hbt 1 u 

traakl:r pla~c.s 1Q a aoat .. barra••1BI &ituat~OD 1a recard 

t o W1llkie•a te~earaa and tbe •uaaeate4 anawar. 

Quite .aaila tr-c. tbe Lotan .&'ot, Mil aolal;r on the 

for.atioa and ~inteaance or publ i q ·Op1aloa hera, it woal4 

be vary seriou 1t 1t beeaae kaown publ1cl:r tb.a t •r. W1llkS.a, : 

who 1• c1•1AI ap'lead1d oooperat1oll t o all ot \1.1/ ware o-­

aaaioatia& diraetl:r with the Prt.. ~atar aa4 raoa1Y1ac 

direct repl.iea, eapec1&J.l7 1D vies or tact tbat eo- 1 •1-

oaUozaa co tbrouah the Consul Gene'-. 1D l ew York. 

611Cb C'O mteat10IUI art U..O.t t.IU'a to leU! ow\ ... 

tnts- woul4 be ••1'7 ba4. 1 oaa oal.J a~&&&aat tbat Ule 
\ 

Pall• ••·••t•r aeo4 a trlaail7 ~•PlT ,, ... ,., WttJkte ror 

.. 
• 

. ' ~ 
ble hlacraa, coUI& 1Qto ao 4._.1-1&, ·~•'Ill taat otwtoul.J 

the ~ol.at ,oUo:r _, he fiap-la aa4 cot-taaU7 ob'••'••• 
I 

u4 •'*"••U•& that •r. •uw• leap 1a "-Ia 1a rapr4 

W ••taila With tM ~ltleb ~ .. ... 'lfe IIUit 

not get our wires crossed. ~~)'\ 

•• 
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1 taW* \M fri8e Mtehter IMTM ..S.Uia tbe 
• 

trltn111ett ot nlaU~ wlta a&r. _,..,.., ..... bitt U~ 

t 11 ~'~''eatloa lt a ~ ... ,.. . ,, 
I ~ ..,. r-.ly .~ 10 d~-tbro..P 

,..a aJJd \lila De,art.IMftt Ql' tUolllb lallla ~ '· 
. ~ 

tlala D~r'•••· 

' ' ' • 

• 

I 
' \ 
' I 

·j \ 

I • 

: \ 
\ \ I \ 

I I 
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'\ ' ·r.· '\ ' 
I \ \ 
11 i 

~ 
' 

\ 
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I 
.I 

\ 

' 

I 

•J ~ , . 

! 
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' l 
I • • ~ 
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IN8E!l! J. 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WMH INGTON 

ror exaaple, the atateaent 

attributed to rorreatal in the 

Preas waa never aade bJ hia. 



27 llay 1941 

Telegram !'rom Roose,·el t to CO.urchl.ll, dated 27 Jlay 1941. 

-
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29 !lay 191.1 

Telegram from Roosevelt to Churchill, dated 29 'way•l 941. 

For Churchill's reply, see telegra= #22JJ from Churchill to 
Roosevelt, dated Jl !lay 1941. 

.. . 
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.... FRO.i! THE ~i\ESIDENT TO THE FORliER NAVAu PERSON 
IN SPITE OF TilE BEST SFI'ORTS OF TilE ORGAJIIZATION NOll HA!IDLDIG FLIGH'l' 

DELIVERY OF COMBlT AIRCR.IFJ: FR011 'i'l!IS COUNTRY TO I!IIGLAI!D I lll ADVISED 

'I'HA'l' SUBS'WITUL llUIIBERS OF l'HJ!S.E PL&lfES ARE ACC!JII1!LATING IN THIS 

COU!mU AND 'i'l!AT 'l'NIS CONDITIO~ IS APT TO GROll WORSE AS PRODUCTION 

RFACHES AN .lCCELERATED R.lTE OVER TilE IIElT 1'1!l'l MOlm!S PERIOD IN OUR 

COJ!IIOII INTERFS'l' AND IN ORDER TO RELIEVE THE SITUATION AS MUCH AS POS­

SIBLE I lll PREPARED TO DIRECT THE IJlliY AND NAVY TO A.SSU!(E F1JLL RESPON­

SIBILITY FOR THE TR.lNSFER OF .AIIEIUCAII BOILT AIRCru.rt PRO!! FACTORY TO 

THE FOIII'l' OF ULTDU.TE TAKE OFF AND TO SUPPLY IIAINTE!I.l!ICE AND SERVI CIIIG 

FACILITIES ALOJIG TilE IIJ.Y AND AT THE ULTDIATE STAGIIIG FIELD PERIOD TliiS 

SHOULD REI.:&LSE A 11U11BER OF CIVI LI.lll PILOTS NOW DSLIVl!RIIIG PIAIIES PERIOD 

JW1Y SUCH PILOTS CAN RFASONABLY BE EXPECTED TO INCRFASE THE POOL OF 

ATLAllTIC FERRY PILOTS NOll ENGAGED Ill TIIIS WORK PERIOD SIIICE IIILI'URI 

AND NAVAL PILOTS AND GROOND CREIIS WOULD BE ENGAGED IN DELIVERY OF PL&lfES 

I All ADVISED THAT TilE CLOSE COOPERATION NECESSJ.RY TO GARRY TI!ROUGII SUC­

CESSFULLY THIS CONTINUOUS OPERATION CAll BEST BE OBTAI!Im IF RESPOJISmiLITY 

FOR THE ATLAllTIC FLIGHT COULD BE ONDERTJ.ml BI THEIR SISTER SERVICE ONDER 

THE AIR IIIHISTRY USING OF COURSE THE PRESENT CIVILI.lll PILOTS AND SUCH 

ADDITIONAL ONES AS IIA.I BECOIIE AVJ.ILlBLE PERIOD TliiS PROCEDO'RS liOULD EN­

ABLE TilE PLJ.HES TO BE BROUGHT UNDER THE CONTROL AND DIRECTION OF THE 

PRIOR TO TilE SCIIEDULIIIG OF T.UE OFF AND 

APPROACH TO THEIR DESIGNATED LAI!DIIIG t' IELDS IN I!IIGJ.lND PERIOD TilE SUCCESS 

OF THIS OPERATION WOULD DEPEIID Ill LARGE PAST UPON THE PROVISION OF ADEQU.lTE 

WEST~UHD AIR TR.lNSPOIW.TION BUT 1 All COHFIDI!IIT 'i'l!AT WITH GOOD IfiLL 011 ~TH 

SID&S SUCH PROBLEIIS C.lll BE SOLVED AND GRE.lTER ASSUR.liiCRS GIVI!II OF TilE 

.lRILITY TO HANDLE DELIVERY OF THE IIIGRE.lSHD QU.l!ITITY OF COIIBAT AIRCRAFT 
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17 June 1941 

Telegram !rom Roose1elt to Churchill. dated 17 June 1941. 

Answers Churchill's telegram #2376 to the President, dated 11 June 
19IU., tiled herein. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt library 

-
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June 1?, 1941. 

FOR FORMER NAVAL PERSON 

Army is studying possible ferry trom Natal with idea 

that A!rioan landing places might b• three in number -- Bath~at, 

Freetown and Liberi a. I see no reason tor any Unite~ States 

leaee, but 1! the plan works out we woul d deliver the planes 

either in Natal or on African coast. Also, we would undertake 

the building of any necessary servicing racilitiee . I !eel 

there should be three possible landing places b,P.cauee O! 
y /I..Jl. -

proximity of Bathurst to Dakar. When your Alr Marshal arr1vee 
~ ' 

our people will immediately confer with h1m . I find a reeling 

here that up to recently t here has been a good deal or delay 

1n deli~ery between Takarabi and lower Egypt, chiefly t~rough 

difficulty in servicing the small hopping atones on t he way 

acrose the Continent. Please let me know how you regard the 

working out of this problem. 

looking 

I have a d1et1nct t~~~ing in my bones that 
; #:_ ,1 ,..._ ~A t<-'"' 11: ~ ~. 

upiM Arter freezing the German and Italian 

things are 

assets on 

Saturday, I closed the German Conaulat ea and Agencies yester­

day, and the reaction here 1e, I should say, 90% f avorable . 

I 

-
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25 June 191U 

.. 
Telegram from Roosevelt to ChurchUl, dated 25 June 191U. 

r 

. . 
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June 26th , 
lll.lSS TULLY: 

THIS TELEGIWI II'AS SENT LAST 

NIGHT BY MR. HOPKINS 

L. BERNEY 

, 

, 
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lUll 2S, 1941 

LOIIDOif 

-PaOli !HI PIIUUlll'l' TO %HI FO!IItll J.&.f.IJ. PIII&O.. 

l All .&.KilO COIGII\8S 1W .l 111 DJ.IS FOR .&.DDitiDI.IJ. 

ru.r.a TO IUBG'f.lftULLY UICI\!ASI OUR llU~IIG or IIIICILUit 

S1UJ'S 80 Tli.lt U SHOULJ) BUILD .&. KllflJ(Uil OF Fin tO rift 

.liD B.lLP lllLLl~ TOll II 1942 AID 6Jfll lllLLIOI tOU U 

194). 

1•1 ROOtitfiLt 

·-

--

REGRt.OED 
UNP .A~&f •ilo = 

/ 

-
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