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J J anuary l9ul 

Telegram 12'5 from Church111 to Roosevelt, dated J January l9ul . 
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REGRADED 
UNCI ASSlF lEO 

Secretary or StatE, 

\"lashing t on . 

251 January 3 , 10 p, m. 

GRAY 

LOIIOOll 

DatEd January 3 1 194~ 

RE0 1d 10 :55 p . M. 

• 

DepartmEnt's 3977 1 DECEmbEr 311 1 p. m. 

FOLLO"IIING FOR T:-1<: PRESIDENT FRO:.! T!i£ FORL£R NAVAL 

PERSON. 

"OnE . " I havE r EcEivEd ~our message of 0Ec£mbtr 31st -

on the subjEct of thE supply of milk and vitamin con­

centratEs f or children in unoc cupied Franc£ and wE have 

b een greatly impressed by your arguments 1n favor of this 

proposal . ThE anxiety which WE havE always felt about 

this projEct is that it woul d lEad t o simi lar dEmands 

on bEhalf of our GErman occupiEd alliEs . VIE arc indeed 

sure to b£ hard pressEd by these unhappy pEoplE and it is 

thErEi'orc i mportant that WE should mainta i n thE d i stinction 

which you draw so clEarly bEtWEEn GErman occupitd terri­

toriEs and thos£ not in actual occupation . I feel sure 

that I can count upon your h Elp to maintain this di stinc­

tion for other~iet thE ~holt fabric or our blockadE would 

bt fatally undermined and I nttd not stress to you what 

this 
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-2- #25, January 3, 19 p.m., from London . 

this would mEan in teres of final victory. 

Two . 1:tc art prepared to agrEE at oncE to the: dts­

patch of the f irst ship to Stvillr, Barcelona and Marsrillc 

aa you propose subject to the tbllowing arrangements as 

regards safeguards which SEEm to us to mt<t th£ casE. 

(1) Rtl1Ef goods to bE conf inEd to mEdical aupplirs 

in the strict stnu (cxciudi ng cod and halibut liver oils) 

vitamin concentratEs , dried or tinnEd milk and childrtn 1 o 

cloth1~ . 

(2) Diotribut1o~ to~< affectEd solely by the Ameri­

can Rrd Cross ei thcr direct from thr1r own d~poto or undtr 

strict supervision to childrEn ' s hospi tals and clinics . 

(3) AssurancEs to bE sEcured froo tht Vichy GovErn­

ment that thE prEss shall be allowEd to publish pEriodical 

accounts of tht rElief work undertaken , such accounts to 

includE rcfertneE to tht eooptration of His MajEsty ' s 

Go vernmEnt in allov:ing p~••Age through thE blockAdE . 

(4) FurthEr shipments to be stopped if there should b£ 

any rvidEnoE that thtsE conditions arc not bEing tult1lltd. 

'.l'hrEE. ThErE ia on t poi nt ovEr which you can hElp 

ua grEatly. In any announotmcnt of thc sebEc£ dhich is 

mndt i n America we should l ike our part in thr transacti on 

to be presentEd in as fa vorable a light as possiblE . 

Y.1l1lt i t would bE madE cltar that this atcp had bErn takm 

on 
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-3- #25 , January 3, 10 p. m., from London. 

on your ini tiatiVE, wE woul d likE i t statEd that thE rEliEf 

goods arE availablE only by good wi ll of His MajEsty ' s 

GOvErnmEnt. ThE i mprEssion wbich WE should lik-t: to s E£ 

crEatEd is that of Anglo- AmErican coopEration for humani­

tarian mds . " 

JOHNSON 
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11 January 1941 

Telegram #117 from Churchill to Roosevelt, dated 11 January 1941. 

Answered by Roosevelt in a telegram to Churchill dated 13 January 1941, 
filed herein. A telegram .floom Secretary Hull t o the American Elnbassy 
at Vichy filed with this message. 
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CI( 
This tE1tBrem nust 0c 
c1osE1y ~araphrastd bt­
fort bein~ communicatEd 
to anyont • ( sc) 

SEcrEtary of 3 t a tt 

':inshington 

TRIPLE P!li ORI TY 

117,Jnnutlry 11, 5 p . rt . 

London 

DatEd January il, 19<:.1 

Rec'd 5:37p.m. 

POR TicS St:GRETAR7 AND n:: UNDER 

3ECRETA!lY, 

DEpart:!lfnt's 13, ~o:1uar:t ~ .5 ~ .r.-1 . , and m~ 4232 1 

DtcEmber ~ . 11 , .m. 
Followi ng .. e.nd pcr•onel r.~tssagE for the 

Prts1dent from F'ormEr Naval PErson. 

"You will doubtlEss havE bEEn informed by 

Ste t< DEpartmEnt of thE dEl l.vEry to l!nrshnl Petoin 

of a personal mEss~.gt which I sent t ht l attcr . 

It sttms fron tht rc~ort on t his 'subject of your 

Chnrgt d' Affairs in Vichy , tha t tht 14arshul I'ID.Y not 

hcvt r EalizEd thnt tht r.~Essng• was ont from mys~lf and 

that it involved considtrn bly 'rtort than o auggEs t ion 

of os.9istnnct in tht tvtn t of the Frtnch 'lovcrnmcnt 

deciding to croso to north Afrioq., Tht l.lo rshn l "'"" 

no doubt too much t mborra ostd by the presEnce of 

!t . 

REGRADED 
UMCLASSlF l.E D 

0264 



-2·#117, Jnnu:~ry 11, 5 P •"' · from London \ 

1.1 , F1andin to 3ivt c.s much a tttnti on to 1t e.s he might 

othtrwist have done . 

~/ould you think i t poso1blt end dtsl r c.bit t o 

i nstr uct your Ambnoscdor n t Vichy to convey n.:;ain tht 

SUbO t onct of tht mt 09Cgt to tht l.lr.rshcl i f ht gnins 

the im'>rtooion th:>. t tht lr.tt tr h..~d not grr.S?Ed ito 
' 

full 1noort, ~nd ~kt i t quitE clt~ r. to hiM t ho t the 

mts3::>3E ccmE from mysE1!1 I d o not want to prtss 

!J!'.rsr-'\1 Pt t n in to crosa to North Afr1cn; I would not 

prEss him for :my furthtr nnswtr; I only want to br. 

sur< th-. t thtre h.' 3 btm· no misunders t a nding and t ht. t 

the l.l:.rahr. l would bt fully a wart of thE nc turr e nd origin 

or tht mtss:>gE, 11 

,TOF.NSO!I 

llPL 
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1) January 19Ll 

Telegram H13L !'rom Churchill to Roosevelt, dated lJ January 19!.1, 

-. 

-" 
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EH 
This tElEgram must bE . 
closely paraphrasEd bE­
forE b Eing comm~~ioattd 
to anyonE . (SC) 

SEcretary of StatE , 

·rrashington. 

1341 January 13 1 9 p. m. 

London 

DatEd January 131 1941 

REc 1 d 7:43 p . m. 

PRIVAT~ A:ID PERSONAL FOR T.!E PRESIDENT FROM THE 

FORclER NAVAL PERSON . 

" Hopkins and I spEnt the WEEkEnd togEther and 

h <. is coming along w1 th mE on a short tour of fl ttt 

bO.$ES
1 

SO VIE shall haVE plEnty Of timE to COVEr all • 

?olnts at lEisur.t . I am most gratEful to you for sEnd­

IY\S so rEmarkablE an Envoy who Enjoys so hign a mtasurt 

~ your intimancy and confidEncE" . 

JOID<SOtl 
.EP 

• • 

• 
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21 January 19Ll 

Telegram from Churchill to Roosevelt, dated 21 January 19ul • 
. '·. 

An.,...ered by Roosevelt in a message to Chu.rchill dated 22 January 19Ul, 
filed herein • 

0 . ' 

·. 
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... ..ntii!IMaMP, .. ... , .... ~. 
January 21st, 194l. 

Dear Mr. President, 

I enclose a message rrom 

the Prime Minister ror you which reached 

me by telegram ,-esterday evening. 

Bel ieve me, 

Dear Kr , President , 

Yours ver,- sincerely, 

The Honourable 

r 

Pranklin D. Roosevelt, 

President of the United states of America, 

Waah1Jl8ton, D.C. 

• 
• 
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Pollowing is text of message from the Prime 

Minister to the President • .... 
You probably know that Lord Halifax 

will arrive at Annapolis in our new battleship 

H. M.S. "KING GEORGE V," She cannot, of 

course , stay more than twenty-:rour hours. I 

do not know whether you would be interested 

to see her. we should be proud to show her 

to you or to any of your high naval authorities, 

if you could arrange this. She is due at the 

entrance to Chesapeake Bay at seven a .m. 

January 24th. If' you will communicate to me 

any suggestions or wishes, we will do our beet 

to meet them. 

' RIQRADBD 
UNQI.AUlfliD 

027 0 



9 March 1941 

Telegram from Churchill to Roosevel t , dated 9 March 1941 . 

• 
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Dcur Mr . Prosident, 

...... ...... ~. 

1f.11Ul&Oftltl ... s. 

L;e.rch 9th 1941. 

I enclose herein a copy of 

c. ~.essa5e for you froLJ the P.r ime Mini ster 

·.:Inch I ha ve j ust received by teleGr am. 

Believe ~-e , 

Deo.r Mr. Pr(3sident, 

'le ry sincer e l y yours , 

The Honourable 

Fr~nldin D. Roosevelt , 

Pre s i dent of the U:: j,ted 3tu tes of fiLerica , 

··~'- sh~ncton, D. C. 

0272 



i.:E;j.JAGE RECEI'T...;D FROI.: m;.: :E l :r:::~~ .... : 70R E~:3ID3?:1' ::CC. ... :~V'l~T 

. ' 

~J.'.T:GD I.ii,RC!I 9th 1 OH . 

"Our blessinc;s f r om the whole Brit ish I:mroire 

J,O out to you snd the· American n~tion for thi s 

very present help in t i r,;e o f t r o uble. " 

0273 



lO MArch l9l.U. 

Telegran from Churchill to Roosevelt, dated lO MArch l94l • 

. • 

.. 
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•• -' ' > .... · ... .. --- -······· ... _UIII.O.O . 

March lOth, 1941 

Dear Mr . President, 

I enclose herein a copy of a Personal 

and Moat Secret message from the Prime ~inister 

which hae j uet been received et the Embaesy . 

The second half of thie meeeage, which deale with 

a different subject , hae been received i~ corrupt 

form , but will be forwarded to you eo eoon ae 

possible . 

I have been inetructed in forwarding 

this message to you to make it clear that in case 

the On1 ted States Government ehouJ.d contemplate 

giving Hi a Majesty's Governmsnt diplomatic support 

in Angora, Moscow and Belgrade on the linee suggested 

by the_ Primo Minister, it ie moat important that 

the United States representatives in those capital& 

shouJ.d eay nothing about the British military move 

towards the Balkane. 

Believe me , 
Dear Wr , President, 

The Honoureble Youre very sincerely, 
Franklin D. Roosevelt , ~ 

President of the 
United States of America , 

Waehincton, n.c. 

,. 
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REGRADE D 
UNCLA~::;,F I~D 

I !lllst now tell you what we !\avo reeolvod 

obout Greece . Al though I t woe no doubt tempting t o 

puah on from Benghazi to Tripoli , and we mey still 

uae cona14erable t'brces in thle direction, we h.avo 

f elt it our duty to etrund with the Greeks who !Love 

declared to us their resolve, even alone , to reaiet 

the Gerrran invader. OUr Generals 'llavell ond Dill, who 

have accompa ni ed Mr. Eden t o' Cai ro, attar hesrt-soorch­

ing d1ecuee1one with us, believe that we have a good 

fighting chance. "e are therefore sending the greater 

part of tho Ar!Tfi of the Nile to Gr eece , und are 

reinforcing to the utmost pooelble in tho air. Smuts 

1G sending South Africans to the Delta . llr. President, 

you can judge these hazards for yoursel f . At t hle 

juncture tho act ion of Yugoslavia i s curdinal. No 

country over had such e military chance . r r they w1l1 

tal l on tho I t alian rear in Albania t here Ia no 

naesuring what might happen in k f ew wooka. Tho whole 

eltue tlon might be trenat ormed, and tho action ot 

Turkey also decided in our tovour . One has the feel ing 

that Rueda , though aetue t od me lnly by tear, might at -least give some roaaaur~nce to Turkey about not pressing 

her In tho Caucaeua or turn ing ogsi natho r e in t he Black 

See. I need scaz~oly aay t hat conce r t ed influence or 

your Ambaaaado~e in Turkey, Ruoaia and above all in 

YUgosluviA , would be or e normou$ value nt t he momen t, 

end indeed might poaeibly turn the ac•lea. 

In th1a connexiqn I muat thank you tor the 

magnificent work dono by Donovan in h i& pro longed tour 

or the !l~l~ana and tha lliddle Seat.. He haa carl'l ed 

with/ 
02: 



with him throughout an t>.n1mat1ng heart-war1~in:; flame . 

I 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
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. Jt·~t /;J-,~1 -
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DI,.AIITMRIIT 01' .TATI 
WA."IIIeTOII 

March 12, 1941. 

My dear Mr. Preeiden~: 

With reference to the letter !rom the British • 

Ambassador to you or March 10, enclosing a message 

!rom Mr. Churchill on the situation in the Near East 

' and suggesting certain approaches by our diplomatic 

missions in Ankara, Moscow, and Belgrade to the govern­

mente or those respective countries, I have closely 

canvassed the Near Eaetern e1tuat1on dur1ng the recent 

fast-developing weeks and have come to the tollow1ng 

conclusions as tar as concerns the attitude ct th1s 

Government in the premises. 

Ae you know, we have sent several meeaagee person­

ally from you to the Chiefs or State o! the Balkan coun­

tries and Turkey, and also !rom th1s Department to the 

Ch1e!s or Government 1n those same countries, maldng 

clear our attitude of a1d to Britain and the application 

of 

The Preeident , 

The White House. 
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ot all the vast resources and production or this country 

to the assistance or Br i t ain and those countries defend­

ing tnemaelves against the attack or the forces or con­

quest . I am sat1sti sd that we here, and our representa­

t ives i n that area have done everything that could pos­

sibly be done to bolster up the resistance or the Balkan 

governments to penetration and occupation by the German 

forces. I , myself, and through my associates her~ have 

been in constant touch with the representatives or the 

Balkan nations in thie capital and have sought their ad­

vice and·· counsel ae to any eteps we might take to be 

helptui to them in this situation. I have been told 

by t hose representatives here, and I bel1e~e-this to be. 

true, that the only further step which can be ot real 

help 1n these developments would be the promise on the 

part of the British Government t o l end material military 

ai d with air terce and ground forces to the Yugoslav 

and the Turkish Governments in the event they rind i t 

necessary to resist the entrance or passage of German 

troops. 

I have even taken the oocaeion or the vi sit or the 

British Ambassador on Monday afternoon to transmit to 

him this final suggestion. 

As 

028 0 



.. -- -· ---------

As I said before, I reel that we have dons every­

thing this Government can possibly do in the present 

circumstances, but I shall not tail to continue t o 
• study the situation w1 th a view to making any further 

recommendations as developments arise. 

Faithfully your s, 

028 1 
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Karch llth, 1941 

Dear Mr. President, 

I enclose herein in its correct 

form the second half of the message from 

the Prime Minister which I sent you 

yesterday afternoon. 

Believe me, 

Dear Mr . President, 

Very sincerely yours, 

The Honourable 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

·President of the United States of America, 

Washington, D. c. 

0282 
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I have been working steadily about the 

bases on t urning the mountains "back into molehills , 

"but even eo, the molehills remain to be disposed of. 

I h~pe to send you a cable on Monday leaving very 

l ittle that is not cleared away. Please lend a 

hand with the shovel if you can. Remember it is 

the inflexible policy of His Majesty ' s Government , 

with or without any reciprocal consideration, to 

make eure that the United states hae full, effective 

military security both in war and in necessary peace­

time preparations for war i n thee~ Islands and areas. 

Give us the beat chance you can to bring the local 

people along, for after all these Isl ands are their 

only home , and I want them to be your friends ae 

well as ours . 

The sinkinge are bad and the strain is 

increasing at eea. Ends. 

0283 



12 lo!areh 19Ll 

Telegram !rem Churchill to Roosevelt, dated 12 1/arch 19Ll . 

• 

•• 

I· 
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............. 
WU111110'1'011, O. C. 

- 12th Uarch; ·19_41. 

·-

Dear Mr. President, 

I enclose herei n the text of a message for 

you f rom the Prime Mini s ter, which was received at the 

Embassy this evening. 

I am, 

dear M.r . President, 

Yours sincerely, 

The Honourable Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

President of the United State e. .. · 

RBOR~D'ED 
UNCLJ..b ..:> LF lEO 

, 
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MESSAG;;J POR TH'l PIH: .;r mmT PROt~ Tlll'l PRIL!E r.iiJIIST&R 

Admir al r~rlan 's deplaration and threat make me 

wonder whether 1t would not be best for you to intervene as 

a friend of both side a and try to bring about & wo1•k1ng 

egreement. We do not wish to I>UBh things to extremes, and 

we naturally should ba moat reluctant i n a thing like this to 

act against your judgment after you have weighed all the pros 

end cons. 'He fear very nueh prolongation of the war and its 

miseries which would reeu lt from breakdown of blockade of 

Germany and there are luunenee di ff iculties in preventing 

qermeny from profi tin£ . ?irectly or indirectly from anything 

imported into unoccu~ed Prance. Dealing with Parlan is 
, 
dealing with Germany, for he will not be allowed to agree to 

anything they know about which does not suit their book. 

Also there is the danger of rat i oning spreading to occupied 

France, Belgium, Holland and Norway. Perhaps however you 

might be able to devise a scheme under which supervision would 

limit leakage and might also give yo•• a number of agents in 

favourable positions in unoccupied ?ranee lind i n ?re nch .• rrica. 

It would be easier for you to talk to VichY with whom you are 

in regular diploutitio rel&tione , than for us to negotiate 

vie Madrid or by making sp .. eches on broadcast. Besides this , 

Derlen has old scores to pay ou t against ue in the di re ac t ion 

we were forced to teke against his ~hipa . 

Ylould you therefore consider comine forward on the 

basis of how shocked you were at the idea or fighting breaking 

out between France and Great Britain, which would on·ly help the 

common foe . Then you ~~ght be able to procure Vichy aseent 

to a scheme allowing a ration or wheat to go thr ough , month by 

mnnth to unoccupi ed Pronce snd someth1ne tor French hfrtca as 

long as other things" are setiet'actory. ..-heee other thinge 

-

l'li~t 1 02~ 



.. 
might. form the aubJect ot a secr-et arrangement. or which the 

Ger Hf.lne will not know, by .tlich Ger:nan lnf1ltr$t.lon into Uorocco 

ond. French :rrtc&n porta would be 11m1teU to the bare armistice 

t erms , and by tthlch an increasing number ot French ·.vorsh1ps 

would gradually be moving from 'i'oulon to Cus obl•,ncu Ol"' Dakar . 

I have a sked the ? orelgn Office to telegraph to Lord 

Hal lfflx all aorta ot th lnga we think should be taken care of, 

ao thAt he can ~ell you about them. but the two I hdve mentioned 

•re • o r-th JIJ:)re \o ua t.h.e.n t he di lJedvant.e.gea or a cert&1n anount 

or leakage of food to c.he enerey . It would huve t.o be 1rade clettr 

thot the rel ief accorded was limited t o Bt.Qt.&d quan tities of 

rood o. t agreed 1ntorvtt.le and did not extend to othe1• goods . ?or 

tnatance, there 1& a Prench a hlp, the "Bangl<ok", with 3 ,000 tone 

ot rubber on board which i a certoinly not al l tor teats or babiee' 

bot tlee, e.nd we ha•e abundant cases or all kin4a or valuable 

trJ.ln1 tlon RBter'iala which are going straight t hrough Franee t.o 

Ge rui&I\Y or Italy, not entirely without some greasing. Aloreover, 

1~ would be a great pity if eny large number or ships whi ch are 

all neede d for our llfe ond war effor-t wore uaed up in rood 

corrylng. I do not want the people here who , npnr t from the 

h..,avy bombhrdment likely to be renewed eoon, are h.av1ng to tight·en 

their belts and reetr1ct. their few rems1n1ng contorts, to reel 

that I em not doing "'II beat ego1nst t h e eneoey. Nevertheless 1t 

1t were not unwelcome I woul4 gladly invite you to act as 

lntermediar:~ and mt'J.ke thG boat plNn you. can to 'be&t. ifi tler. We 

have supreme cont'idenoe in .vou, end. would rece i ve with p r ofound 

r espect what you thougM beet to do . 

~he baeee quoatton hee, I think, been tidied up, and 

I hope to bring an aareo4 4ocument before the Cabinet tomorrow, 

Thu radey. e fternoon. Will you let me know • hen you would llke 

th e ennouncement. to be made? Doea tt m tter it it cornee on 

1aorrow or peos1ng or Loaae- Len<l B1ll? 

J 
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17 llareh 19Ll 

Telegrtllll trom Churchill to Roosevelt, dated 17 l!arch 19Ll. 
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I ' , .. .. 
. , .. \ · ... . 

t::._·ch l ?t!: l 1:<.1 . 

De~r L!r . President, 

I enclose heroin t he t ext or 

a r .essa ~c for you frot. t he Pr!J .e l.:j nj star . 

T::is ·.1as tele-;r • r hed to t he E!:.b!:l s sy t:11s 

.or nin:; . 

Believe r.e , 

De~r L:r. Presi dent , 

7ery ~incerely ycurs . 

Tte Hono~~~~ble 

Pra~lin ~ . ~oosevelt , 

' 
President of the t!:.i ted Stet es _'f .\~.erion , 

0289 
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=-- :~::.> ; - .. v • l7t~ l~lo.l. 

Pr~:' ecce .. t r :' , o;.;t .dincere cv:1 --rt.t.ul t~.<.~nc. 

" --~ :-:'ntcful thc.nl:s on ::, ur ' : o:ti::"icent .;l>(;CC!t. It 

i::; ~ '>l ·unpet cult to :C1·cc :en al l ov~r tite 11orlll , 

'.:lti • .. ill plq• r · ol.;l\ty )"-'l't i n ul''-' ,!_n,:: tltelc to :r.t.hOl' . 

I u ... t -. l &o t Lur..i~ you fOl' !'' ur . o st 1<: ud und 

co .. _rli r.1c:1tur y· :-.... ft.~l· enoe to 11e . 

• 
0290 



2 April l9Ll 

Two telegrama from Churchill to Rooaevolt, dated 2 April 191.1 • 

.. 
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CL._._.,J: .•. U t' t1..J , 
I - 4/ 

_.r 7: .. > • • ,--,,- .. . taettettlad...,'t. 
'I ""' 

, , · 't. .. ~ 
WAMII. TOtl, • . ~. 

2nd April, 1941. 

0 
~Dear Mr. President , 

I wsa on t he point of ~tsl<:ing whet her I might 

have an opportunity of seeing you tomorrow or the next 

day f or a short talk when I got the enclosed message 

from the Prime Minister. 

You will s ee that it relates to the earlier 

message that he sent to you thr ough your Smbassy in . . . 
London concerning the t~vement of the French battleship .• 

"Dunkerque'' . 

I f you can see me tomorrow or Friday, perhaps 

you would be good enough to have your Secretary let me 

know. 

The Honourable Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
President of the United Stetee. RBO"RI.DEO 

UM~·-~•fUio.O 

0292 
-
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, i. '='• f , 0 .. \, 

. , j" .. - \' ,,.. ·: .. ~ 

WBSSAGE PROW THE PRIWE WINISTER 

..,.,. ......... 
WIIIIIIO,., f .O. 

' '· 

"Please at once tell the President that in 

any conmunication Admiral Leahy may be instructed to 

make to French Government it would be desirable to 

OBke no mention o f "permission" being obtained from 

armistice commission or of escort to be provided for 

"Dunker que" as this might give away our source. 

It would be sufficient for him to say that 

information had been received showing that there was 

the inten.tion to send "Dilnkerque" t o Toulon for repairs 

in near future. " 

2nd April , 1941 
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REGRADED 
UNCL.ASS1F1EO 

DES . 
This ttl£g::-am must 'bE 
olos£ly p&rap~~s Ed 'bE­
forE bEing comr, .!nicat r.d 
to a:1yonc. ( S\.) 

SEcretary of StatE, 

Washington. 

1282 , April 2 , 6 p .m. 

l.Jr:H{. 1. ;;>r 1l 2 , 19 41 

REc'd 4:33p. m. 

- AND PERSONAL FOR THE PRESIDENT FRC»> FORMER 

NAVAL PERSON, 

"On£ , 1'/E havE EntirEly authEntic sEcrEt informa t i on 

that Vichy OovcrnmEnt havE rcccived 'pErmi ssion' from 

Armisti cE Commiss ion to transfEr battlcshlps 1 DUNKERQUE 1 , 

with Escort protection of tht wholE 'STRASBURG ' group, 

fran Oran to Toulon for ' disarmamEnt • . TransfEr will bt-

gin on fourth Apri l . 

Two, It SEEmS ccrtaln that objEct of transfttr ls to 

EffEct rEpairs , and wt must of co\~sE as~umc it is bting 

donc on GErman ordtrs , 

ThrEE, I do not nEEd to po i nt out to you thE gravE 

dangEr to which this ExposEs us , ThE mEnact from Gtrman 

surfacE raidttrs is alrEady grEat Enough. ThE addition 

of such a VEssEl to thE raiding flEEt woul d sEt us a hard 
I 

problcm indttd. If any• valuE wErE to 'bE attachEd to 

Admiral Darlan 1 s word, it might bE hoped that ht would i n 

thc last r Esort ordEr out of FrEnch mEtropolitan ports 

naval 
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- 2- 1282, A?r !l 2 , 1941, 6 p.M. from Lor.don 

naval unit., r fll '1y- for eta. But lf •o·.:~:T{QTJE' is dockEd 

and lmmobillztd for repairs, that gl eEs ~~,. E Ger mans time 

to swoop and gain poss tssion of htr·. 

Four . I fear t his is a sinister confirmat i on of our 

wors t suspicions of Darlan. 

FivE . You havE alrEady, through your Ambassador in 

Vichy, indi cated to the FrEnch GovErnment that nEgotiations 

for the supply of grain to unoccupied FrancE would be 

great ly facilitatEd lf FrEnch warships ln metropolitan 

ports wtrE gradually transfErrEd to Nor th African Atlantic 

ports. HErE WE havE Darlan not merely falling to comply 

wi th your wishts, but dellbcratdy flying in thE face of 

t h em • 

Six. I Earnestly hope tha t you may at oncE indicate 

to ~!arshal Pctain that , if Darlan persi sts in this action, 

hE will be cutting off reliEf from his country and finally 

forfEiting American sympathy. NE ourselves ln this situatl 

could, of course, lEnd no assistance to the rtvlctuall1ng 

of Franc e. ThErE may be just a chance t hat Marshal Pctaln 

may deter hLm from this action, but lf not , the matter for 

us ls so vi tal that we may, even 1n spite of all the 

dangerous tmpl1cat1ons , have to makE an effort t o i nttrctpt 

and sink this vessel. 
., 

I should like to hear from you that 

you would understand the nEcessity for such a s t ep. 

SEVEn. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt library 029 5 
-



.. 

- 3- 1282, A,·•n 2 , 19 41, 6 p.m. fr011 LonJon 

~tvc:, . 1'' 1a , of oourst, of £1o· ,..,·..; '""por tonct t hat 

n E1th rr the French or thr1r mastcrs s!lou:O\ gutos the 

sourer of thE 1nformat1on or bt madt awert that wE might 

takE the drastic action mrnt1ontd 1n paragr aph s1x . " 

JRL 

NPL 

WINANT 
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Telegram ll$15 froa Churchill to Roosevelt, dated 16 April 19hl . 
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1lEOR~.DEO 
UN~b.::iiF l~D 

DES 
Thie ttl £gram .,.., t bE 
closEly pnraphraetd bE­
fore bt1ng communicatEd 
to anyonE, (SO) 

Secretary of Statt, 

Washington. 

TRIPI£ PRIORI'l'i . 

LONDON 

Dntcd april 16, 1941 . 

Rtc 1d 9:58p. m. 

15151 April 161 11 p. m. (SECTION ONE) 

- AND PERSONAL FOR ·THE PRESIDENT FROII THE 

FORIIER NAVAL PERSON. · , 

"Ont, I had intEndEd to cablt you morr. tn~ly on 

your momEntous mtssagt about thE Atlantic , Admiralty 

rrcdv£d tbt news with tht grtatut rtlitt and satisfa c­

tion and have prtpartd a ttchni cal paptr . Thry wondtr 

whEthEr since AdDiiral Ghormlcy arriv~s hErE in about two 

~a it would bt btttEr to diseuse this with him b ttorc 

dEspatch, I do not know whEthEr hE is appraistd or not. 

The matttr ia cErtainly of highEst urgmcy and conaC(lUCDOII 

Thtrt art about 15 U-boata now opErating on thE 30th 

meridian and ot course, Uhittd States flying boats work­

i ng trom Grttnland would bE a most uetful 1mmcd1att 

mcaaur£ • 

Two , Cannot tEll what will bappm in GrEte£ and we 

hD.vt ntvtr undtrrattd thE Enormour powtr ot thE Gtrman 

military 
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• 2• 1515, April 16, 11 p , m, trom London (SECTION ONE) 

mil i tary mo.ohin£ on thE mo.inland or Europe . We art: 

not able to acnd ah1ps to Cattoro to bring away .,, 

Yugoslav refugees btcauaE of tv£n mort claimant 

oommittmtnta ond because of tbe air and naval atrmgth 

of the tnE!I11 in the Adriat i c , 

WINANT 

0299 
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CK 
This ttle:gram must b r 
closEly paraphrasEd bE­
tort bt1ng communicatEd 
to anyone: . (SC) 

SEcrEtary of State: 

Washington 

TRIPLE PRIORI'!':{ 

London 

Dat e:d April 16, 1941 

REc 1d 10;14 p . m. 

1515, April 161 ll p . m. (SECTION TWO) 

ThrEE . I am pe:rsona~ly not unduly _anxious about thE 

Li byan- Egyptian posttion. WE EstimatE GErmans havE 

one: colonial armour Ed division and p Erhaps thE wholE 
-ot onE ordinary armourEd division comprising soy 600 

to 650 tanks of which a good many havE alrEady bttn dEs­

troyEd or havE brokEn down. Thtr£ orE no GErman infantry 

in Cyre:naica EXCEpt thE fEW battalions comprisEd in 

thE GErman- armourEd divisions . Difficulties of supply 

of pEtrol , food, watEr, and ammuni tion must bE sEvEre 

and wE know from prisonErs of thE strain undEr which thEsE 

audacious formati ons arE working . WE orE naturally 

trying to bring our own armourEd forcES which WErE 

largely rEfitting at thE timE of thE attack into action 

and arE reinforci ng Egypt from all parts of thE middlE 

( est WhErE WE haVE ne:orly half o million mEn. Tobruk I 

rEgard 

03!:)0 
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- 2-#1515, April 16, ll p .m. (SEction Two) from London . 

rEgerd ns en invelunbl< bridgEhEad or sally port, WE 

do not fu;l vt ell out..,tehtd nt prtstnt in thE c.ir end 

cr t growing s trongEr constantly. . ThE wholE powEr of 

thE NtditErrcnton f l tt t which i s being strongly r E­

inforced will be usEd to cut thE ace end eooatol 

communion tiona , ThEr t .. a.n: of couru ltr.lic.n forc Es 

bEsidES thE Gtrmona end we btliEVE thE GErmans nr< now 

atnding or t r ying to smd n third armourEd division 

f r om Sic 1ly ~ 

Four, Th£ rtpulst of thE Gtrmon ottceks on 

Tobruk on thE 14th end 15th s <Ems to mE importr~t oa this 

smell fiErcE fight i n which the En<my l ost prisonErs,. 

k111Ed , ond tonka, togEthtr with aircraft, out of 

nll proportion to our l ossrs , is thE first timE they 

hov E tna ttd dtftct end they erE working on very small 

ltllrgins , 

WINiJfr 
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UlS 
This telegr am mus t b t 
closely p~rophrascd be­
fore being communicated 
t o anyone, (SO ) 

Secretory of Sta te , 

Washington . 

'l'RIPLE PRIORIT:l 

London 

Do t ed April 16, 1941 

Rec 1 d 10 :16 p, m. 

1515 , Aprll 16, 11 p , m, (SECTION THREE) 

Meanwh i le our efforts to turn orr the tap havE mEt 

with a noteworthy succ us in the 11cdi terranean . Our 

destroyers from Molta in thE carly hours of thls morn­

i ng , 16th, caught a German-Ital i an convoy of fiv e 

large ships loaded wi th o~unttion and mechani cal 

transport and escorted by three Italian dcs t royers 1 

The whol e convoy and all t ts escort were sunk, WE 

lost one destroyer in the fight . ~e arc keeping the 

strength of our forces secret for thE presEnt ~ 

(END OF ll ESS.\GE) 

\#lilt. NT 

LI'S 

-. 
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3 Kay 1941 

Telegram 117$3 fro"' Churchill to Roosevelt, dated 3 Uay 1941. 

Answers Roosevelt •a ~r.essage to Churelrill. dated 1 Kay 1941, filed 
herein . 
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WT 
Thi~ tEl Eg:'am r.rus t be 

· cl oa r.ly P'•rer-lwas E:l. b E­
.,._ f ·.L .. b rtnt. ~~lL'tl'..lr. i r r tcd 

t"·:· l"Jl~.- -.n. , .·j"'!} 

.. 
SEcrEtar y of StatE, 

Washington . 

RUSH 

.. 

LO!'.'DON 

DatEd Mey 3 , 19q 

REc 1d 12 : 40 a .m. , 4th • 

1753, May 3 , midnight . (SF.CTION ONE ) 

DEpar tmEnt ' s 1471, May 1 , ·g !J .m. 

FROM FORMEH NAVAL PIORSD:I TO PRESIDS::NT ROOSIZV!::LT: 

OnE. Your f riEndly m •~sagE ass~rE~ mE tha t no tEmp-

. : 

. I 
orar y rEvErsEs , howEVEr· ntavy, can she.k.E your rEsolution •. 

to support us until WE gain thE final victory . I quitE 

SEE your difficultiEs about paragraph onE so ·far as visits 

art concErnEd but tht consEquEnc Es rEfl Ect thEms ElvEs 

upon paragr aph two , 

Two . ThE condi tions in 'fOUr first stnttncE of this 

paragr aph (paragraph t wo) makE i t a lmost cErtain that wt 

Shall bE forEStall Ed , WE OUrSElVES arE dEEply imprESSEd 

by thosE conditi ons, bu t on thE othtr hand how ar E wt t o 

dte.l with GErnren pEnEtr otion by tourists end agtnts r tady 

for somE fin£ doy wh En a Gtrmen'armEd ExpEdition will 

: a rrivE f i ndins a ll prtpartd btforthand . Th,. t~rror 

whi ch GErmany EX Ercists on tht GovErnmEnts of Portug&l 

and 

• 
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- 2- Hl7S3, LL' 3, midnigbe, rush section onE. 

end Spain toroca thEm to toke no noticE of infiltration 

in thes e islands lest worsE befall them ot homE . lOU 

~y be sure that they will try to synchronize ony dtcieiv~ 

movE from Spain o~ Portugal with a stroke on the ialends . 

Wc heve taken no dccision yet but 1 am sure you woul d not 

wish to prescribE our rcmaining passive, i f wE fttl we 

have to act in advcnce of the conditions se t forth in 

the first scntenec of your porogroph two. 

Three. Should we decidE to Move ogt,1nst these 

islonds not only would wr dtclar£ t~~t they ore occupied 

only for the purposc of British defense end not for 

permanent occupation end that we will restorE thr islends 

to Portuguese sovcrcignty at the close of thE wer if 

Portugal is rtstorEd "s en 1ndcpcndcnt nn t ion, but ••t 
sbot.ld be perfectly ready thc. t the United Stntcs should 

stand guarantor for thr rxccution of such en rngogemtnt . 

l'lr nrc for from wishing to edd to our trrritory, but 

only to preserve our lift and pcrhnpa yours . 

WINANT 

CSB 
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\"oT 
This ttlt6~•m must oo 
c1ost17 ,araphrestd bt­
forc: b£~n·: eOI'!"J&Uu1catEd 
t<o "nyont, (SC) 

SEer Etary or Stat£ , 

flashinaton . 

iii. SH 

LO);DON 

DatEd Hey 3 , 19~1 

Rtc ' d 4:15a .m., 4th . 

1? f>3 , !-lay 3, midnight . ( S":CTI ON T\VO) 

Four , 'iour paragrep~' thrEt . 'II< must not be too 

sure t hat th£ consEquenc es of thE lons of ~gypt and the 

lf.iddlE '::as t would not bE grave . It would seriously in­

crEasE the hazards of the Atlantic e rA Pacific and could 

hardl · fail to prolong thr war with all thE suffering 

and mil! tary dangers that this would tnta11. '.'it shall 

fight on whatEvEr happtns , but please rEmembrr that the 

attitude of Spain, Viehy , · Turkty, and Japan may bt finally 

dEtErmined by tht outcomE of the strugglE i n this theater 

of war , I cannot takt tht vi£w that the loss of EEYPt and 

tht Middle (aat would bt a mert preliminsry to tht sue-

ctssful maintenancE of a prolongEd oceanic ~rr. If all 

Europe, the grtattr part of Asia an~ Africa becamE, 

Eith!r by conquest or <grttmtnt under durEss , a part of 

the Axis ayattm, a war maintoinEd by the British Isles, 
' 
' thE UnitEd Statu, Canada, and Au.stralia against this 

mighty agglomeration would bE a hard, long, and ble~k 

proposition 
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-2- #1753, May 3 , midnight, sEction two from London. 

proposition . ThErEforE, if you cennot tckE mort adv&nc Ed 

positions now or vEry soon, tht vast balanc Es may ct 

tiltEd htavil] to our disadvantagE . u~. Prtsidtnt, I e~ 

sur~ that you will not misunderstand mt if I spthk t o you 

txactly what is in my mind , ~E ont dtcisivt oountr.r­

wtigh t I can stt to balancE tht growi ng pEssimism in 

Turkty , tht Nr.ar t::&st, e.nd in Spain, woul d bt if thE 

Unittd &totEs wErE 1mmEdiet tly to rangE hErstl: with us 

as G btlligtrtnt powtr. If this wtrt possiblE I hLvt 

little doubt that .,£ could hold th£ situeti•·n in tht 

MEdittrrGnte.n until thE WEi~ht of your munitions g~intd 

thE day , 

WINANT 

CSB 
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·r·t-i, t.11 Egt·c:tm r:r~12 t bE 
'Zl'>i ':.:.;.· ~t. l't:\J~.,.xo~ds rr\ t £ ­
for' .ntn._~ cZ,.,·o· tn ~ou t.:d 
tc. •n~ onl. ( sc) 

SEcrEtary of StatE, 

·~•· shington. 

RUSH 

De. t td l·!e;,' 3, 1941 

R~c'd 2 : 50 a .~ ., 4th . 

1753, Ma:j :$ , midnight . ( SC:CTION Tiir1'::0::) 

FivE . 'liE ar E dEtErminEd to fight to thE l&st inch 

and ouncE for Egypt, including its outposts of To~ruk 

and CrEtE . VEry consid ErablE risks art being r~n ~J us 

for that ond p.:rsonally 1 think \'/E shall 'llin in spitE of 

thE physical diff1cult1ts of rE1nforcin15 by tanks and 

s ir . But I adjur E you, Mr . Prtsidtnt, not to undEr­

rat£ thE gravity of tht constqutncts which may follow 

from a middlE EastErn collapse; in tnis war EVtry post 

is a winni~ post and how many morE arc WE going to losE? 

Six . 1'/i th regard to Vichy we arE mort then willing 

that you should takt tht lEad, and work out how to g Et 

thE btst from t hEm bv thrtnts or favors . You alonE can 

forEstall th£ GErmens in Morocco . I f thEy arE onc E 

installEd it will not bE nEcEssary for thEm to go ovEr­

land; they will soon gEt air bornE troops t o Dakar. 

Sr.vEn . I shall await with dEEP anxiEty thE nEw 

broadcast which :·ou contEmplatE . It mey bE thE suprEmE 

turning 
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- 2 - ~175~ , M8y 3 , midnight , from London . SEction thrEt . 

turning point . 

~ight . LE t mE t hank you for thE sp lEndid hElp in 

shipping and tankers which we owE to your action, and 

for all your gEnErous and bold assistancE to us and 

to thE common causE . (END OF M~SSAG~) 

WINANT 

CSB 
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10 llay 1941 

Te1esram 11855 !rom Churchill to Roosevelt , dated 10 !lay 1941. 

Ans,.ered by Roosevelt i n an undated telegram to Churchill. This 
telegram filed herein under date of 10 !lay 1941. 
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RDS 
This telegram must ~E 
c losely paraphrased bE­
forE being communicated 
to anyonE . (SC) 

( 

LONDON 

DatEd May 10, 1941 

Rcc 1d 3:38_p!m' ---
Si:'crctary of StatE , 

\iashington . 

REORADIO 
UNCL.Ab~)f HH~ 

1855, May 10, 5 p . m. · 

- FOR THE PRESIDENT FRO~! THE FORi<!ER NAVAL 

PERSOI • • 

"I expect you arc now acquaint ed with the splEndid 

offEr which General Arnold made to us of one third of 

thE rapidly expanding capacity for pilot training in 

thE United StatEs to be filled vti th pupils from hErE. 

WE havE madE activE preparations and thE first 5504 young 

mEn arE now rF:ady to leave as training was to have begun 

early ntxt month . A second batch of 550 will follow 

qui ckly on thEir heels . I now understand thErE arE 

legal difficulties . I hopE, ur. PrEsidEnt, that thESE 

arE not sErious as it would be vEry disappointing to 

us and would upset our arrangEmEnts if thErE rtErE now 

to b E delay. Gtncral Arnold 's offer was an unexpectEd 

and vtrlr wElcomE addition to our training faoilitiea , 

Such r£ady madE capacity of aircraft, airfields and 

i,nstructors all in bal&rlOE VIE could not obtain to thE 

samE Extent and in thE same timE by any othEr means. It 

Will greatly accEleratE our Effort in thE air . " 

·.:INANT 
EMB 

031 1 

-



14 llay 1941 

Telegram #1909 from Churchill to Roosevelt, dated lL ~ 1941, 
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JR 
This tclc··ram must be 
closely paraphrased be­
fore being communicated 
to anyone , ( SC) 

secretary of State , 

Washington. 

RUSH. 

1909 , May 14, l p . m. 

REGRADED 
UNCLJ ~3!F !ED 

London 

Dated May b , 1941 

Rec ' d 9 a .m. 

PERSONkL AND 1111111 FOR TH~ PRESIDENT FROM THE 

r ':li<M(.R NJ.. VhL Pi;;RSON . 

"Thank you so much for your very kind message and 

I hope you will soon bt quitE well again, I have good 

~ .• ,pes that in view of certain st eps we havE taken, the 

:•ituation in Libya will be improved before long , It is , 

therefore, particularly important for you to go forward 

confidEntly wit h all your plans for supplying our 

Middle Eastern Armi es by American shi ps to Suez . In 

Iraq too we arE trying to regain control and anyhow 

we arc making a large strong bridgehead at Basra where 

later on in the war American machines may bt assembled 

and supplies unloaded , Syria is , however , e. cause of 

great anxiety. There is no doubt )hat Darlan will 

sell the pass if h e can , and German aircraft arE already 

passing t nto Iraq . I havE no means of action on that 

Caitiff Gov ernment. The more Leahy can do, the better . 

It 

• 
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- 2 - #1909, !.fay 14, 1 p . m. , from London . 

It is tht only hopE . VIE art also surE Vichy is lttting 

transport, Etc ., go to Tripoli ovEr land from Tunis , 

Th E AzorEs and Cap E VErdE Islands art a~ways liablt to 

bE jumpEd by thE G trmans at thE samE timE as thcy brEak 

into Spain or sEducE thE Spanish GovErnmrnt . It will bE 

'IEry difficult for us to avoi d bting EithEr too soon 

~~ too latE. Finally , onE of our armtd mrrch.ant 

(":.•vis trs was torpEdoEd this morning b EtwEEn thE thirty­

t::~hth ard thirty- ninth mtridians . I will stnd you 

·' ""~cial rrport about thESE shortly . " 

\'/INA NT 

• 
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19 l!ay 191&1 

Telegram #1992 fioom Churchill to Roosevelt, dated 19 !lay 191&1, 

Anuwered qy Roosevelt in a message to Churchill dated 19 WAy 191&1, 
i'iled herein. . 

..... 
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REGRlDED 
UNCLt .S S lFlED 

.n 
This telegram must . bE 
closcl~ paraphrased be­
forE being communicated 
to anyone. (SO) 

SecrEtary of State , 

Washington. 

TRIPLE PRIORITY. 

LONDON 

DatEd Way 19, 1941 

REc ' d 7 :05 a.m. 

1992, Way 19 , noon. (SECTION ONE) 

PERSONAL AND FOR THE PRESIDENT. 

WhilE at ChEqUErs l as t night the f ollowing m£Bsagr 

carae in. I understand it was sent t hrough the British 

Consulate GEneral at New York. 

"Following for Prime Winietcr from Wendell Willkic: 

I send you this becausE of my great concern about 

American public opinion which is hesitant and confusEd by 

present issUE. I returned advocating destroyErs for 

Britain aftu talk with you and Alo:xandEr. Donovan 

· rEturned advocating convoys afto:r talk w1 th authorities 

in England. Forrcstal now returns presumably aft er 

similar conve rsations saying that convoys not necessary 

and that bombErs arc sufficient. I am fearful that this 

policy places your friends outside administr ation in 

Wltenable posi tiona . Obviously your policy must be flE:r­

iole and constantly changing but might there not ~ some 

mEthod through your representatives herE to keep your 

fricnd8 
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-2- 1992 1 Kay 19 1 noon (SEQ ONE) from London 

fri~nde advie~d as to obangca of nccde' 

Ky affcotionat~ and rcepcotful regard&.• 

The Prime K1n1stcr wrote the following ~Eply but want ed 

to be sure that it would not 1n any way embarrass you and 

so we agreed that I should ecnd it on to you 1n oaac you 

had any suggestions to make befor e ita dispatch from here, 

BE aa1d that he would appreciate very muoh a prompt answer, • 

Prime Minister to Kr , WEndell Willkic through Consul 

G£nEral New York: 

WINANT 
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JT 
This tElEgram must be 
cloe~:ly paraphrased bc­
fou bEing oommunicahd 
to anyoD£. (SO) 

S~:crEta.ry of Sta.t~: , 

Wa.shington, 

LOUDON 

~tEd lla.y 19, 1941 

R£o 1d 7 : 50 a.. m. 

1992, May 19, noon. (BEOTION TWO) 

On£ , ThErE ha.s been no ohangE in our at titude , 

WE want dEstroyErs a.nd long range bombtre but far morE 

WE want EffEctive convoy to farthEst possiblE point, Feel 

sur£ Forr~:sta.l must have bun m1snpoz1:~:4 ln saying 

a.11ything contrary to this. 

Two. lkrEly taking Am.:rioa.n numitions sunk is no 

m~:asure of the danger , Loss of tonnage ia ~:normoua and 

any auccese W£ hav£ in giving sPEcial protEotion to 

va.luablE convoys from UnitEd StatES is paid for by otho:r 

lose~:s 1n Atlantic off Fr~:ctown or in othEr waters or by 

dbninution of our war effort in llo:dit£rra.nca.n, I have 

n£VEr said that the British EmpirE oa.nnot makE ita way 

out of this war without American bclligcrcnoc, but no 

p~:acE that is any usc to you O% which will liberate 

EurOPE can bE obtained w1 thout Am£rioa.n bdligcunoc towarda 

which oonvoy is a decisive step, Every day ' s delay adds 

to th< lEngth of thE war and the difficulties to be 

encountErEd, West A!rioa, Spain , Vichy, Turkey, the 

Arab 
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-2- 1993. Kay 19, noon (SECTION TWO) from London 

Arab world all hang in tho: balanoo:. Japan hangs in th.o: 

bala.noe:. W&i t thrEE mont he and all this may b£ pilEd 

up a.ga.inet us in an a.dvo:rsE SEnse: thus lo:ngthEning tho: 

war to periods no man oan pre:t£nd to know about and 

incrEasing 1mm£nao:ly the dang£r and burdEn to be: borne 

by eomo:ono: b£foro: Hitlo:r •s dEfEat . How o:aey now--how 

ha.rd a yo:a.r ho:noo: will b£ thE task. 

WINANT 

RR 
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" 

03 19 



t 

• 

JT 
This telegram must be 
closely P&raphrascd be­
fore bEing oommu.~ioatcd 
to anyonE. (80) 

SEcr Etary of StatE, 

Washington. 

TRIPLE PRIORITY. 

LOIIDOll 

Dated Kay 19, 1941 

Rl:o' d 8 a.m. 

199a, Yay 19 , noon. (SECTION THREE) 

ThreE, At present ratE in next twElVE months we 

shall losE four and half million tons of shipping. The 

United States by a prodigy of generous constructive 

effort will build perhaps threE and a half and WE 

b'.:i ld thE· othEr million, Where have WE got to thEn? 

Just making time and swimming lEvel with th£ bank against 

thE strEam, Whereas ooopcration of EVEn a third of the 

~nErican Navy would save at lEast onE-half of the 

toanagc beforehand and give that mastEry whioh alone can 

abridgE thE torment of mank1n4. 

Four. Most gratEful to you for your cable. • 

'NINANT 

?.TY 

--

---

0320 



23 ll.ay 1941 

Telegram #2o65 from Churchill to Roosevelt, dated 23 May l9Ll. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

W~INGTON 

Mar 26, 19·U. . 

KEMORAN))Uil roll 

THE CHIEr or OPERATIONS 

roll YOUR INroRIIA'riON AND 

PLEASE llE'rUilN roll KY fiLES. 

r. D. R. 



' __ , 
' I 

REGRADED 
UNCW..s.:nFtEO 
~ -

WT 
This tEl Egram must bE 
closEly paraphrasEd b E­
forE bting communicat Ed 
t c. anyonE . ( SC) 

SEcrEtary of StatE, 

Washington. 

TRIPLE PRIORI'IY. 

2065, May 23, noon. 

LONDON 

DatEd May 23, 1941 

REc ' d 6: 20 a .m. 

PERSONAL AN l) - FOR THE PRESIDEIIT FR()r.l FO FMER 

NAVAL PE tlSON . 

OnE , 'lh~ Admiralty havE askEd mE to sEnd you thE 

two attachEd papErs "A" and "B" . ThE firs t is t Eohni cal 

and thE SEOOnd SpEakS for itsElf , 

Two . Battlt in CrttE is SEVEr£ bEcaust , having 

no airfi Elds within EffEctivE rangE, wE cannot bring 

any alrforcE into action tithEr to aid dEfEnSE or pro­

tEct patrolling squadrons , '1\llo of our cruisErs and 

two d Estroytrs sunk today, Wt arE dEs t roying many of 

highEst class Gtnnan troops and havt sunk at lEast on£ 

convoy , 

Thr t E, YEstErday, twEnt y- f irst, BISM ARC , PRINCE 

EUO£N and ~tight mErchant ships locatEd in Btrgm . 

Low clouds prEVEntEd air attack . Toni ght thEy hav£ 

sa ll Ed , ";E haVE r Eason to b El i EVE that a f onnidabl E 

Atlantic 

0323 
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-2- TriplE Priority #2065, May 23, noon from London . 

Atlantic raid is intEndEd. Should wE fail to catch 

thEm going out your Navy should surEly bE ablt to mark 

thEIII down for us . KHO OEOIIOE V, PRINCE OF IVAL~S , 

HOOD, REPULSE; and aircraft carriEr VIC'roRIOUS with 

&Wtill &ry Vt:U tls will bt on thdr t:i'ack . GiVE US thE 

nrns and wE will finish thEm off. w.s .c. 
ThE two EnclosurEs A and B rEfEr rEd to in numbErEd 

paragraph OnE arE lEngthy and havE bEEn SEnt through 

Navy channEls in ordEr to savE timE . Admiral GhormlEy 

has rEqutsttd thE Navy DtparbnEnt to fOr\Yard thE tEx ts 

immEdiatEly to you for thE PrEsidEnt. 

WINANT 

NK 
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!>£P~SrATt 
T_HE. S,':9RETARY 

~(})d~·a.· 

tLuA:t. ''6" ~ i.Au 

~ rl'b-. ~0\.S -f 
~~~.~~ 
i~ ~ -L, tkJ. 

~~ o.± q : ~s a..rrn . . 

~-~3. pA· 
' 

0325 



........ 

-- . 
... · ... 

' 
1 

•• 

• 
T ·,.;- •.r•r·.,.·'··' .. •P.· "· 'f .>'O' ··; ~ ·...- ,.-~,,,..,.·''"'~riC''' T·'Tu., J" ...... l . . .... v ,It If~. .\:t

1 
·' l •• •· t • ~ n~ 1:" w·. nt. .. ~ . 

'!'! :",.1cH cr i-1 ~.o-~:: !:.,) dlit; ': i _.>,acu :,.::n.J~t:.2Q~.f .•. .-. 
• 

;,1': -~r•·,~l'!!lt'<l J,• Till~ ..,,;;.,·i, l~L IJ T•• •.r C.H't:ltti\ED Ar:r~X •u lQ 
'ft,I.T :<~ • .:.~:. :.:;r. !.:\ ~!t~;t 1.;, A ••. ,f,. 1 1!' Tu ThAT ~:g~.',!::"" • PlE~SE 

- . - . ~ 

;-~;.l'!f"~ Tl.r•. T:, 'll.! lif:<::l!ET .. RY :!' :.T .. tf F Oil Tn.: l'liE.H~EkT, , . 

,Kti-£1. "'•a .,1.:. IT Iii :10'.\:ol.:tn\": 'T1~ M! l'o<TR~lS.lot!tCttARt AT 

·PHS!IIT Ji. t-•JC 01( r. .. TEr. ~'ly ill~ .·•: ITE:: '3 r~ ;rc. I rt Uta& 'i, 2. A9- J 

atJOVt- ;~rt~ Cf af~o'r ,-.tut , niJ! TH~ ;n~,; .. n•rt IIi>~ 1-iol.-t.WrE!Il.~~t . 
"""". • • f 

CIWteEli. l(;. TJ.IE·-:t .iAY~ + (A ~ ·<>Ullf:,\llliX..i ,;;.· ti ~TAilm: f!(ln fo !Wlf"~~,a. 











·. 



. ' 

~~~ " ....,. ~ llll!t ~; 
'lol>l OII•LIO\' 1 ~11t Or VCSTl L0'"' IT\l!lt 

:0 1'/IY 

.v I J.Y ... 
:~ "~'' I I I HSII 

2. • r.v 

T 1- l .. T· E. [ ~ ~ ... '~X ·~ • 

nt~T• :r~Tt ••.. ,, 

' rL'" .• 

' •• oo 

4: ...0~ • S1 !56 

37· 30 '· ~ ,036 

CAI'GO 

o\llMTY TtthEP 

TA'N£R 

• .,.,l.'i 4Rii :l:~~ 

0332 

-

' 

• 


	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008
	0009
	0010
	0011
	0012
	0013
	0014
	0015
	0016
	0017
	0018
	0019
	0020
	0021
	0022
	0023
	0024
	0025
	0026
	0027
	0028
	0029
	0030
	0031
	0032
	0033
	0034
	0035
	0036
	0037
	0038
	0039
	0040
	0041
	0042
	0043
	0044
	0045
	0046
	0047
	0048
	0049
	0050
	0051
	0052
	0053
	0054
	0055
	0056
	0057
	0058
	0059
	0060
	0061
	0062
	0063
	0064
	0065
	0066
	0067
	0068
	0069
	0070
	0071
	0072
	0073
	0074
	0075

