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3 January 191

Telegram #25 from Churchill to Roosevelt, dated 3 January 19L1.
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RD5 GRAY

REGRADED
UNCLASSIFIED

LONDON
Dated January 3, 1941
Reo'd 10:55 pa.n.

Secretary of State,
Washling ton.

25, January 3, 10 p,m,

el sy

Department'a 3977, December 31, 1 p.m.

FOLLOVING FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM THE FORMER NAVAL
FERSON,

"One. I have reoelved your message of December Erlai.'.-ﬂ;I
on the subject of the supply of milk and vitamin con-
centratea for chlldren In uneccupled France and we have
been greatly impressed by your arguments in favor of this
proposal, The anxliety which we have always felt about
this project 1s that it would lead to simlilar demands
on behalf of our Germen occupled allics. We are indeed
sure to be hard pressed by these unhappy people and it 1s
therefore important that we should malntain the distinction
which you draw so clearly between German occupled terri-
torles and those not in actual occcupation., I feel sure
that I can count upon your help to maintain this distinc-
ticn for otherwise the whole fabriec of our blockade would
be fatally undermined and I need not stress to you what

thia
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-g- #25, January 3, 10 p.m,, from London.

thia would mgan in terms of final victory.

Two., %e are prepared to agree at once to the des-
pateh of the firat ship to Seville, Baroelona and Marseille
as you propose subjeot to the following arrangements aa
regards safeguards which seem to us to meet the case.

(1) Relief goods to be confined to medicel supplies
in the striet senac {l:xniuding cod end halibut liver oils)
vitamin concentrates, dried or tinned milk and children's
clothing.

(2) Diatributicn to be affected solely by the Ameri-
can Red Croams either direst from thelr own depots or under
strict supervision to children's hosplitals and olinics.

(3) Assurances to be seoured from the Vichy Govern-
ment that the press shall be allowed to publish periocdical
ageounts of the relicf work undertsken, such accounts to
inelude reference to the cooperation of His Majesty's
Government in allowing passmage through the blockade.

(4) Further shipments to be stopped if there should be
any evidence that these conditlons are not being fulfilled.
Threes. There 1s one polnt over which you can help

us greatly. In any announcement of the scheme vhich is
made in America we should like ouwr part in the transaction
to be presented in as favorable a light as possible.

¥hile 1t would be made clear that this step had been taken

on

- 0261



-3~ #25, January 3, 10 p.m., from London.

on your initiative, we would 1like it stated that the relief
goods are avallable only by good will of His Majesty's
Gr:;vn-nmznt. The impreszsion which we should like to aEe
oreated is that of Anglo-American cooperation for humani-

tarian enda,.”

JOHNEON

EriB
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11 January 1941

Telegram #117 from Churchill to Roosevelt, dated 11 January 191,

Answered by Roosevelt in a telegram to Churchill dated 13 Januvary 1941,

filed herein, A telegram from Secretary Hull to the American Embassy
at Vichy filed with this message, '
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CK London

Thils telegrem must be .
closely naraphrased be- Dated Januwary 11, 1941
fore being commanicated

to anyene,(3C) Ree'd 5:37 p.m.

Secretary of 3tate

VWinshington

TRIFLE PRIORITY

117, .dapuary 11, 5 p.m.

S o= TC SSCRETARY AND TET UNDER
3ECRETARY.

Department®s 13, Jonuary 2 5 n.m., and mf 4232,
Degember 8, 11 =.m.

Following -and peraonal message for the
President from Former Meval Ferson,

"You will doubtleas have been informed by
3tete Department of the delivery to larshal Petain
of a nersonal messcge which I sent the latter.

It seema from the renort on this ‘subject of your
Charge 4' Affalrs In Vichy, thot the Marshal moy not
heve reallzed thot the message was one from myselfl and
that 1t involved considerably more than o suggeation
of aaslatance in the event of the French TJovernment
decldlng to crosa to MNorth Afrien, The Marshal woas
no doubt too mach embarrassed by the presence of

M.

REGRADED
UNCLASSIFIED
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-2+#117, Joanuary 11, 5 p.m. from London,
M. Flandin to zive as much attention to it as he might
otherwise have done.

Would you think it posaible cnd desirable to
inatruct your Ambrasacdor at Vichy to convey agoin the
gubatence of the mesange to the Mrrsheol if he galnas
the imnresaion thot the lontter had not grnauFd ita
full imnort, ond moke it quite clear to him that the
mesange come from myselff I do net woant to preas
Hnrahal Petain to eroas to North Africa; I would not
press hinm for any further anawer; 1 only want to be

sure th~t there hna been no misunderatonding and thot

the Morahol would be fully oware of the noture cnd orlgln

of the message.”
JOFN3ON
NPL
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13 Janvary 1911

Telegram #13L from Churchill to Roosevelt, dated 13 January 151,
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This telegram muat be . London

elosely paraphrased be-

fore being communicated Dated January 13, 1941

to anyone, (SC)
Rec'd 7143 peite

Secretary of State,

Yiashington,

134, Januery 13, 2 pa.f.

PRIVATE AND PERSONAL FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM THE
FPORAER NAVAL PERSON,

"Hopkins and I spent the weekend together and
h¢ is coming along with me on a short tour of fleet
bascs, so we shall have plenty of time to cover all- |
Palnts at leisure. I am most grateful to you for send=
\he so remarkable an envoy who enjoys so high & mMEAsuUre
66 your intimancy and confidence".

JOHNSOH
EP
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21 January 1911

Telegram from Churchill to Roosevelt, dated 21 Janmary 1941,

Answered by Roosevelt in a message to Churchill dated 22 January 19L1,
filed herein,
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BRITIAM EMBASEY,

‘lllll'l wasiimeven, 8.0

January 21lst, 1941

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose & message from
the Prime Minister for you which reached
me by telegram yesterday evening.

Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,

Yours very sincerely,

ﬁm&.ﬂJﬁ\

e

The Honourable

Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Washington, D.C.

REORADED

m&mhlﬂ
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Pollowing is text of message from the Frime
Minister to the President.

e e e e e o e

You probably know that Lord Halifax

will arrive at Annapolis in our new battleship

H.M.8. "KING GEORGE V." 8he cannot, of
| course, stay more than twenty-four hours. I
do not know whether you would be interested
to see her. We should be proud to show her
to you or to any of your high naval authorities,
if you could ﬁrranga this. S8he is due at the
entrance to Chesapeake Bay at seven a.m.
January 24th, If you will communicate to me

any suggestions or wishes, we will do our best

to meet them.

REORADED
UNGLASSIFIED
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g March 19l1

Telegram from Churchill to Roosevelt, dated 9 March 1.
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ta i 1,!1
G'n“-ﬁr NRFTRN ey,
LN T HARACION, B €.
Merch 9th 1841,
Dear Mr, Prosident.
I enclose herein & copy of

& ressace Tor you from the Prime Minister
whieh I have just received by telegrem,
Believe nie,
Dear Mr. President;

Very sincerely yours,

I . ./§¢145324g

The Honoursble
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Pregsident of the United States of Anerica,

Weshingtons D0,

e ——
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JESIAGE RECEIVED FROM FRIIE ITNISPOR FOR FRUSTDENT ROUSEVILT

DAPED. BARCE 9th 1841,

"Qur blessings from the vhole British Impire
zo0 out to you and the imerican nution for this

very present help in tire of trouble."

E. 0273



10 March 1941

Telegran from Churchill to Roosevelt, dated 10 March 19l1.
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PO T G
pezsowar Ao SN vasnmcan. §.0.
March 10th, 1941

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein a copy of a Personsal
and Moat Secret message from the Prime Linister
which has just been received at the Embassy.

The second half of this message, which deals with

a different subject, has been received in corrupt

0o 1?1 Torm, but will be forwarded to you ae soon as

-

[ (r. posaible.

9: *;ﬁ I have been instructed in forwarding
e iy this message to you to make it clear that in case
3 -d the United States Government should contemplate
& g glving His Majesty's Government diplomatic sapport

in Angora, Moscow and Belgrade on the lines suggented
by the Prime Minister, it is most important that
the United States representatives in those capitals
ghould say nothing sbout the British military move
towards the Balkans.
Believe me,
Dear Mr., President,

The Honourable i Yours very sincerely,
Franklin D. Roocsevelt,

President of the /m,..,g_,
United States of Amerioca,

Washincton, D.C.




T REGRADED
UNCLASSIFIEDR

PERSONAL 4ND

I mst now tell you what we have resolved
about Greece. Although it was no doubt tempting to
push on from Benghagi to Tripoli, and we mey still
use conalderable forcea in this direction, we have
felt it our duty to stend with the Greeks who have
declared to us their resolve, even alone, to realst
the German invader. Our Generals Wavell snd Dill, who
have accompanied Mr. Eden to Cairo, after heart-search-
ing discussions with us, belisve that we have a good
fighting chance. We are thersfore sending the greater
part of the Army of the Nile to Oreece, and are
reinforeing to the utmost possible in the air. Smuts
i sending South Africans to the Delta. Mr. President,
you can jJudge these hazards for yourself, At this
Juncture the action of Yugoslavie ia eardinal. No
country ever had such & military chance, If they will
fall on the Italian rear in Albanis there is no
measuring what might happen in s few weeks. The whole
eituation might be transformed, and the action of
Turkey sleo decided in our favour. One has the feeling
that Ruseis, though actuated mainly by fear, might at
lesst give some reassurance to Turkey about not pmn:ing
her in the Ceucasus or turning ageinsthere in the Black
Sea. I need scarcely say that concertsd influence of
your Ambassadors in Turkey, Busela and above all in
Yugoslavim, would be of enormous value at the moment,
and indead might poseibly turn the scales.

In this connexion I must thank you for ths
magnificent work done by Donoven in his prolonged tour

of the Balkane and the Middle East. He has carrled
with/

02



with him throughout an animating heart-warming flame.
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DEPARTMENT OF GTATE
WASHINGTON

March 12, 1941.

My dear Mr. Presldent:

With reference to the letter from the British -
Anmbassador to you of March 10, encloslng a message
from Mr. Churchill on the situation in the Near East
and auggfstiug'certain approaches by our diplomatic
missions in Ankara, Moscow, and Belgrade to the govern-
ments of those respective countries, I have closely
canvagsed the Near Eastern situation during the recent
fast-developing weeke and have come to the following
conclueions as far as concerne the attitude of this
Government in the premiges.

As you know, we have sent several messages pufsan-
ally from you.to the Chiefs of State of the Balkan coun-
tries and Turkey, and also from this Department to the
Chiefs of Government in those same countries, making
clear our attitude of ald to Britaln and the application

of

The President,
The White House.
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of all the vast resources and production of this country
to the assistance of Britaln and those countries defend-
ing themeelves againet the attack of the forces of con-
quest. I am satiefled that we here, and our representa-
tives 1ln that area have done everything that could pos-
8ibly be done to bolater up the resistance of the Balkan
governments to penetration and ococupation by the German
forces. I, myself, and through my assoclates here, have
been in conetant touch with the representatives of the
Balkan naticns in thie capital and have sought their ad-
vice and counsel as to any steps we might teke to be
helpful to them in thie situation. I have been told

by those representatives here, and I believe-this to be.
true, that the only further step which can be of raﬁi
help in these developments would be the promise on the
part of the British Government to lend material military
ald with alr force and ground forces te the Yugoslav
gnd the Turkish Governments in the event they find it
neceseary to reslst the entrance or passage of Oerman
troops.

I have even taken the ocoaslon of the vlelt of the
Eritish Anbassador on Monday afternoon to transmit to
him this final suggestion.

As
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As I sald before, I feel that we have done every-
thing thies Government can possibly do in the present
circumstances, but I shall not fall to continue %o
study the situation with a view to making any further
recommendations as developments arise.

Falthfully yours,

0281



1 BROS SWRANAY,
WABMIAGTOR, B.€.

March 11th, 1941

Dear Mr. President,
1 enclose herein in its correct

form the second half of the message from
the Prime Minister which I gent you

yesterday afternoon.
Believe me,
pear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

/fm—ﬁ

The Honourable

Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Fresident of the United states of America,

Washington, D. C.



I have been working steadily about the
btases on turning the mountaine back into molehills,
but even so, the molehills remain to be disposed of.
I hope to send you a cable on Monday leaving very
little that is not cleared away. Pleage lend a
hand with the shovel if you cﬁn. Remember it is
the inflexible policy of His Majesty's Government,
with or without any reciprocal consideration, to
meke sure that the United States has full, effective
military security both in war and in necessary peace-
time preparations for war in these Islands asnd areas.
Give us the best chance you can to bring the local
people along, for after all these Islands are their
only home, and I want them to be your friends as
well as ours.

The sinkinge are bad and the strain is

increasing at sea. Ends.
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12 Mareh 19l

Telegram from Churchill to Roosewelt, dated 12 March 19l1.
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ST DY WASHINGYOR, D.G.

- 12th March, 194l.

Dear Mr. President,
I enclose herein the text of s message for
you from the Prime Minister, which was received at the

Embassy this evening.

I am,
dear Mr. President,

Yours sincerely,

LA

The Honourable Franklin Il. Roosevelt,

President of the Unlted States. —wa—aaaes .

REGRADED
UNCL:BoIFIED
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MESSAQE POR THE PRESIDENT FROW THE PRIKE sTNISTER

Admiral Terlan's deglaration and threat make me
wonder whether it would not be best for you to intervens as
a friend of both sides and try to bring ebout & working
agreement. We do not wish to push things to extremes, and
we naturally should be most reluctant in a thing like this to
sct against your judgment sfter you have weighed all the pros
and cons. #e fear very much prolongation of the war and its
miseries whiech would resilt from breakdown of blockade of
Germany and there are lmmense difficulties in preventing
Germany from prcfitingrgirentlf or indirectly from anything
imported into unoccupied France. Dealing with Darl;n is
dealing with Germany, for he will not be allowed to sgree to
anything they know about which does not suit their book.

Alsn there is the danger of rationing spreading to occupied
France, Belgium,Holland and Norway. Perhaps however you
might be eble to deviee a scheme under which supervision would
limit leakage and might also give you a munber of agents in
favourable positions in unoccupied France and in French ..frica.
It would be easier for you to talk to ‘¥ichy with whom you are
in regular diplomatic relationa, than for ue to negotiate

vie Madrid or by making spreches on broademst. Besides this,
Derlen has old scores to pay out againat us in the dire action
we were forced to take agalnst his ehipa.

Would you therefore consider coming forward on the
baels of how shocked you were at the idea of fighting breaking
out between France and Great Britain, which would only help the
common foe, Then you might be able to procure Vichy assent
to & schem= allowing a ration of wheat to go through, month by

« month to unoccupied France and something for French Africa as

long as other things were satisfactory. These other things

A 0z



might form the subject of a secret arrangement of which the
Gereens will not know, by which German infiltration into Horocco
and French '‘rfrican porta would be limited to tha bare armlstice
terms, and by whieh an increasing number of Freanch warships
would gradually be moving from Toulen to Cusabli.nen op Dakar,

I have anked the Forelgn Office to telegraph to Lord
Helifax all sorts of things we think should be taken care of,
g0 that he can tell you sbout them. but the two I have mentioned
gre worth more to us than the dlsadvantsges of & certain amount
of leskage of food to the enemy. It would have to be mde clear
that the relief sccorded was limited to stated guantities of
food at agresd intervals and did not extend to other goods, For
inetance, thare i& a French ship, the "Bangkok", with 3,000 tons
of rubber on board which ie certainly not all for teats of bables'
bottles, end we have abundent cases of all kinde of valusble
munition materials which are going straight through France to
Germany or Italy, not entirely without some greasing. Moreover,
it would be a great pity if any large number of shipa which are
nll needed for our life and war effort ware used up in food
garrying. I do not want the people here. who, apart from the
haavy bombardment likely to be renewed soon, are having to tighten
thelr belts and restrict their few remsining comforts, to feal
that I am not dolng my best against the enemy. Fevertheless if
it were not unwelcome I would glsdly invite you to mct as
intermediary and make the beat plun you can to beat Hitler. e
have supreme confidence in you, and would receive with profound
respect what you thought best to do.

The bases queation has, I think, been tidied up, snd
I hope to bring en agreed document before the Cabinet tomorrow,
Thursday, sfternoon. Will you let me know wshen you would like

the announcement to be made? Doee it matter AT it comes on

morrow of passing of Lease-Lend Bil1l?
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17 March 1511

Telegram from Churchill to Roosevelt, dated 17 March 19l1.
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\ WASRIMCTON, §.5.

Ecroh 17th 1841,

Deer Mr, Prasident,
I enclose herein the text of
a nessaze for you fron the Prire Linlster.
This was telegraphed to the Enmbessy this
orning,
Believe rie,
Decr ILIr. Fresident.,

Very sincerely yours,

Helofarn

The Honourable
Fracklin D, Roosavelt;
L]

President of the United States of Arerlea,

“ashington, D,C,

== U1 o TR




sadal ol FR FRIID JUTI3TCR FOR FRS3inET

DAT3D IARCIT 176h 1041,

Pray accert nv 1ost sincere consrstul-tions
tnd srateful thenks on your 1 n-niflcent sneech. It
is o trumpet ocall to free rem ell over the world,
and will pley & velghty part. in drovwing tlen toszothey,
I wust also thank you for your :ost kind snd

coinplimentary roference to ne.
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2 April 1911

Two telegrams from Churchill to Roosevelt, dated 2 April 19L1.
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Z WasMIEGTON, D.C.

pirsonaL avo g ond April, 1941.
ﬂ

Dear Mr. President,

o I was on the point of uexing whether I might
have an opportunity of seeing you tomorrow or the next
day for a short talk when I got the enclosed meesage
from the Prime Minister.

You will see that it relates to the earlier
message that he sent to you through your Eumbassy 1in
Lendon concerning the movement of the Freqcﬂ battleship
"Tunkerque". . -

If you can see m@ tomorrow or Friday, perhaps

you would be good enough to have your Secretary let ma

Py g
H abifax

Know.

S ———————

The Honourable Franklin D. Roosevelt,

President of the United States. REGRADED
UNGLAGSIFIED
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s SRITTIN LUEALSY,
S FASHINOTON, §.C.

MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER

"Please at once tell the President that in
any communication Admiral Leahy may be instructed to
make to French Government it would be desirable to
make no mention of "permission” being obtained from
armistice commission or of escort to be provided for

"Dunkerque" as this might give away our source.

It would be sufficient for him to say that
information had been received showing that there was
the intention to send "Dunkergue" to Toulon for repalrs

in near future."

2nd April, 1941

ey
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alk UNCLASSIFIED

DES

This telegram must be

closely peraphrased be- LCN2ON

fore belng com.anicat £d

to aayone, (8L} L~2EC Lpril 2, 1941

Rec'd 4:33 p.m,
Secretary of State,

Washington.

1262, April 2, 6 p.m.

-MID PERSONAL FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM FORMER
NAVAL PERSON.

"One. We have entirely authentic secret information
that Vichy Government have recelved 'pérmiauioﬂ' from
Armistice Commisalon to tranafer battleshipa "DUNKERQUE!,
with escort protection of the whole 'STRASBURG' group,
from Oran to Toulon for 'disarmament'. Tranafer willl be-
gin on fourth April.

Two. It seems certaln that object of transfer i3 to
effect repalrs, and we muat of course asaume 1t 18 belng
done on German orders,

Three. I do not need teo point out to you the grave
danger to which thls exposes us, The menace from German
surface ralders 13 already great enough. The addition
of such a vessel to the ralding fleet would set us a hard
problem indeed. If any velue were to be attached to
Admiral Darlan's word, 1t might be hoped that he would in
the last resort order out of French metropolitan ports

naval
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-2= 1282, April 2, 1941, 6 p.m. from London

naval unita riady for sea, But 1f'DINTLEQUE' i1s docked
and immobilized for repalrs, that glves 1':€ Germans time
to awoop and gain possesalon of her.

Four. I fear thls 18 a sinlster confirmation of our
worat suspiclons of Dﬂrlnnl.

Five, You have already, through your Ambassador in
Vichy, indicated to the French Govermment that negotlations
for the supply of grain to uncccupled France would be
greatly faclllitated if Prench warships in metropolltan
ports were gradually tranaferred to North Afrlcan Atlantlc
ports. Here we have Darlan not merely falling to comply
with your wishes; but deliberately flylng in the face of
them,

3ix. I earnestly hope that you may at once lndicate
to Marshal Petaln that, if Darlan persists in this action,
he wlll be cutting off rellef from hls country and finally
forfelting American sympathy. We ourselves in thia sltuatl
could, of courae, lend no asalatance to the revictualling
of France. ThEre may b:ijust a chance that Marshal Petaln
may deter him from this actlon, but if not, the matter for
us is so vital that we may, even in spite of all the
dangerous Implications, have to make an effort to intercept
and sink thls vessel, I should 1ike to hear from you that

you would underatand the necessity for such a step.

Seven.

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library l I 0295 E



=3= 1282, Ao+l 2, 1941, 6 p.m, from London

SeEvea. Iv la, of courag, of flirau ivportance that
neither the Prenoh or their masters should guess the
source of the information or be made aware that we might

take the drastic action mentioned in paragraph six."
WINANT

JRL
NPL
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16 April 1941

Telegram #1515 from Churchill to Roosevelt, dated 16 April 15l1,
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fr REGR2DED

UNCLASSIFIEDR
DES
This telegram must be
closely paraphrased be- LONDON
fore belng communicated i
to anyone. (8C) Dated april 16, 1941,

Rec'd 9:58 p.m.
Secretary of Etlts,
Wtuhiﬂgtm.

TRIPLE PRIORITY .

1515, April 16, 11 p.m, (SECTION ONE)

R /1> PERSONAL FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM THE
FORMER NAVAL PERSON.

"One, I had intended to cable you more fully on
your momentous measage about the Atlantic, Admiralty
received the newa with the grestest relief and satiaface
tion and have prepared a technical paper. They wonder
whether since Admiral Ghormley arrives here in about two
days it would be better to discuss this with him before
despatch, I do not know whether he 18 appralsed or not,
The metter 1s certeinly of highest urgency and conagquEnom
There are about 15 U-boats now operating on the 30th
meridian and of course, Unilted States flying boats work-
ing from Greenland would be a most useful immediate
MERSUTE , -

Two, Cannot tell what will happen in Greece and we
have never underrated the enormour power of the German

militery
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-2= 1515, April 16, 11 p.m, from London (SECTION ONE)

military machine on the mainland of Europe. We are
not able to send ships to Cattarc to bring away o
Yugoslav refugees because of tven more clalmant
committments end because of the air and naval stremgth

of the enemy in the Adrilatic,

WINANT

0299



CK London
This telegram muat be

¢losely paraphresed be- Dated April 16, 1941
fore being communicated
to anyone, (SC) Rec'd 10314 p.m.

Secretary of State
Washington

TRIPLE PRIORITY

1515, April 16; 11 p.m, (SECTION TWO)

Three. I am personally not unduly anxious about the
Libyan-Egyptian position, We estimate Germans have
one coloniel ermoured division end perhaps the whole
of one ordinery armoured division comprising say 600
to B850 tanks of whieh a good meny have already been des-
troyed or have broken down. There are no Germen infantry
in Cyrenaice except the few battalions comprised in
the German-armoured divislions. Difficultles of supply
of p:trol; foed, water, and ammunition must be SEVErE
and we know from prisconers of the streln under which these
audacious formations are working., We are naturally
trying to bring our own armoured forces which were
lergely refitting at the time of the cttack into action
and are reinforeing Egypt from all parts of the middle
East where we heve nearly half o million men, Tobruk I

regard



-2-#1515, April 16, 11 p.m., (Segction Two) from London.
regerd &8s on involusble bridgehead or sally port. We
do not feel et oll outmotohed et present in the cir and
ore growing stronger constantly. The whole power of
the Mediterrcneen fleet which 1s being strongly re-
inforoed will be used to cut the ser and coastal
communlonticons, Therercareof course Itolien forces
besides the Germans end we belleve the Germans are now
sending or trying to send o third armoured dlvision
from Sieclly.

Four, The repulse of the German attocoks on
Tobruk on the l4th and 15th seems to me importeont os this
small fierce fight in which the enemy lost priscners,,
killed,and tanks, together with cireraft, out of
all proportion to our losses, 1a the first time they
have tosted defect and they are working on very amell
margina,

WINANT
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Thia teleggram must be London
closely paraphrased be=
fore belng communicated Dated April 16, 1941

to anyongs (80)
Reo'd 10:16 p. m.

Secrctary of State,

Washington.

TRIPLE PRIORITY

1515, April 16, 11 p. m. (SECTION THREE)

Meanwhile our efforts teo turn off the tap have met
mith a noteworthy success in the Mediterrancan. Our
destroyers from Malta In the garly hours of this morn=-
ing, 16th, caught a German-Itaollan convoy of five
large ships loaded with ammunlition and mechanical &
transport and escorted by three Italian destroyers.

The whole convoy and 211 1ts gscort were sunk: We
loat onc destroyer in the fight. ‘e ere keeplng the
strength of our forces secret for the present.

(END OF MESS.AGE)

WINANT
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3 May 1911

Telegram #1753 from Churchill to Roosevelt, dated 3 May 1511.

Answers Roosevelt's message to Churchill, dated 1 May 19L1, filed

herein,




WT
This telegram rust be

' eloaely purephrased be-
tol .l beln, cormardonted

o 4 o B i __nl‘l"‘_ :'l

Secretary of State,

Weshington,

RUSH

1753, Mey 3, midnight,

o e e T H

LONDON

Dated Mey 3, 1941

Rec'd 12:40 a.m., 4th.

(SECTION ONE)

Department's 1471, May 1, 9 p.m.

FROM FOEMER NAVAL PERSDY TO PRESIDENT ROOSCVEILT,

One. Your friendly message assured me that no temp- '

OPATY PEVErSES, however heavy, can sheke your resolution

to support us untll we gain the final victory. I guite

See your difflcultles about pesragraph one so far as wvislits

are concerned but the consequences reflect themselwves

upon peragraph two,

Two, The conditions in vour firat sentence of this

paragraph (paragraph two) meke it almost certain thst we

ghall be forestalled. We ourselves ere deeply impressed

by thﬂat-conditiona, but on the other hend how ere we to

deael with Germen pencetration by tourists end agents ready

for scme fine day when a Germen'armed expedition will

errive finding ell prepared beforehand. Ths terrvor

which Germany exercises on the Governments of Portugel

and
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=2~ #1753, key 3, midnight, rush section one.

end Spain foraes them to take no notice of inflltration
in these isleands lest worase befall them st home, fou

mey be sure that they will try to synchronlze eny decialve

s

move from Sgaln or Portugel with e stroke on the islands,
We heve teken no decision yet but I am sure you would not
wish to prescrlibe our remaining passive, 1f we feel wi
have to sct in advence of the conditlona set forth in

the first sentence of your paregraph two.

Three. Should we declde to move aguinst theac
islonds not only would we declere thet they are cccupled
only for the purpose of British defense snd not for
permanent occupstion end thet we wlll restore the lalands
to Portugucse soverelgnty st the close of the wer if
Portugal im restored es an Iindependent nation, but we
should be perfectly ready thet the United States should
stand gusrantor for the execution of such en Engagement,
We ere for from wishing to edd to our territory, but

only to prescerve our life end perheps yours.

WINANT
Cs5B
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Thia telegrsm must be

closely parschresed be- LOKDON

fore bein: communicated

ts unvone, (30C) Dated May 3, 1941

Rec'd 4:15 s.m., 4th.
Secretary of State,

Weshington.

ALSH

1753, May 3, midnight, (SSCTION TWO) ~

Four, Your paragrep: three, We must not be too
sure that the consequences of the loas of Sgypt and the
¥iddle Zest would not be grave., It would seriously in-
crease the hazards of the Atlantliec and Pecific and could
herdl- fall te prolong the war with all the suffering
and military dangers thet this would entail, 'ie shall
fight on whatever happens, but please remember that the
ettitude of Spain, Viechy, Turkey, and Japen mey be finally
determined by the outcome of the atruggle in this thester
of war, I cannot teke the view thet the loas of Egypt and
the Middle Sast would be a mere preliminary to the suc-
cesaful maintenance of & prolonged ccesnic wrr, If all
Europe, the greater part of Asia and Africe became,
either by conquest or :greement under duresa, a part of
the Axls system, & war meintsined by the British Iqlci,
the United States, Canada, and Austrelis ageinst this
mighty sgglomeretion would be & hard, long, and bleek

proposition

0306



-2~ #1753, lMay 3, midnight, scction two from London.

proposition, Therefore, if you cennot teke more advenced
positions now or very soon, thi vest balances mey ke
tilted heevily to our disedventsge, Mr. President, I em
surc that you will not misunderstand me if I speeik to you
exactly whet is in my mind, The one deeislive counter-
welght I can see to belance the growing pessimism in
Turkey, the Neer fast, end in Spain, would be 1f the
United States were immedietely to range hersell with us
g2 & belligerent power, If this were possible I heve
1ittle doubt that we couvld hold the situetirn in the
Mediterrencen until the weight of your munitions geined

the dey,

VINANT
C3E
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Teis tylzgrem must be

sln3auly selconrased LeE= LCNDON
Tor: nEing commnicated
te snjone, (S8C) Deted Mey 3, 1941

Rec'd 2150 a.m., 4th,
Sgeretary of State,

Wrshington.

RUSH

1763, Mey %, midnight, (SSCTION THATT)

Five, We are determined to fight to the lest inch
and ounce for Egypt, including its outposts of Tobruk
snd Crete. Very considerable risks ere being run by us
for that and personaslly I think we shsll win in spite of
the physical difficulties of reinforcing by tanks and
air, But I adjure you, Mr, President, not to under-
rate the gravity of the consequences which may follow
from & middle eastern collepse; in this war every post
is a winniAg post and how many moTeE &TE WE going to lose?

S8ix., With regard to Vichy we are more than willing
thet you should teke the lead, and work out how to get
the best from them by threats or fevors, You alone can
forestall the Germens in Morocco., If they are once
instelled it will not be necessary for them to go over-
land; they will scon get air borne troops to Dakar,

Seven. I shall awalt with deep anxiety the new
broadcast which -ou contemplate., It mey DE the supreme

turning

' owe



-2- #175%, Mey 3, midnight, from London. Sectlon three,
& :.'r ¥ »

turning point,

£ight, Let me thank you for the splendld help in
shipping and tankers which we owe to your ection, and
for all your generous and bold assistance to us and

to the common ceuse, (END OF MESSAGT)

WINANT
CsB
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10 May 1941

Telegram #1855 from Churchill to Roosevelt, dated 10 May 15L1.

Answered by Roosevelt in an undated telegram to Churchill, This
telegram filed herein under date of 10 May 19L1,

| o3
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Thia telegram must bEe LONDOX

closely paraphrased be-

fore being communicated Dated May 10, 1941

to anyone. (SC)
Rec'd 3:38 p.m.

-_—

Secretary of State, BEGREQ'D
tashington. UHCL&&&IF}Kg

1855, May 10, 5.p.m.

-H}R THE PRESIDENT FROM THE FORMER NAVAL
PERSON.

"I expect you are now acquainted with the splendid
offer which General Arnold mede to us of one third of
the rapidly expanding c;apacit;r,r for pilot training in
the United States to be filled with puplils from here.

We have made active preparations and the firat 5504 young

MEN ATE now ready to leave as training was to have begun

early next month. A segcond batch of 550 will follow

quickly on their heels, I now understand there are
lzlgal difficulties, I hope, Mr, President, that these
are not serious as 1t would be very disappolnting to

us and would upset our arrangementa if there WeEre now

to be delay. General Arnold's offer was an unexpected
and very welcome addition to our tralning facllitics.
Such ready made capaclty of aireraft, airficlds and
inatructors all in balance we could not obtain to the
same extent and in the same time by any other means. It
will greatly accelerate our effort in the air.”

LIINART
EMB
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14 May 19kl

Telegram #1909 from Churchill to Roosevelt, dated 1L May 19L1.
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G4 REGRADED

This tele ram must be

closely paraphrased be- London
fore belng communicated
to anyone. (8C) Dated May 1<, 1941

Rec'd 9 & allly
Seecretary of State,
Washington,

RUSH.

1909, May 14, 1 p.m,

PERSONAL AND - FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM THE
FOHMER NAVAL PERSON,

"Thank you so much for your very kind message and
I hope you will soon beg gquite well again, I have good
kopes that in view of certaln steps we have taken, the
pituation in Libya will be improved before long. It 1s,
therefore, partlcularly important for you to go forward
confidently with all your plans for supplying ouwr
Middle Eestern Armies by Americen ships to Suez. 1In
Iraq too we are trying to regaln control and anyhow
we are making a large strong bridgehead at Basra where
later on in the war American machines may be assembled
and supplies unloaded, B8yria is, however, a cause of
great anxiety. There is no doubt pjhat Derlan will
sell the pess if he can, and German eireraft are already
passing into Iraq. I have no means of actlon on that
Caltiff Government, The more Leahy can do, the better,

It

--m UNCL: SSIFIED
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-2- #1909, May 14, 1 p.m., from London.

It 1s the only hope. We are also sure Vichy is letting
trensport, ete., go to Tripoll overland from Tunis,

The Azores and Cape Verde Islands ere always liable to
be jumped by the Germans et the same time es they break
into Spain or seduce the Spanish Government, It will be
very difficult for us to avold being either too soon

s» too late, Finally, one of our armed merchant
¢calsers was torpedoed this morning between the thirty-
riahith and thirty-ninth meridians. I will send you

2 aorteial report about these shortly."

VWINANT

P
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19 May 15l

Telegram #1992 from Churchill to Roosevelt, dated 19 May 15L1,

Angwered by Roosevelt in a message to Churchill dated 19 May 1941,
filed herein.
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UNCLASSIFIED

This telegram must be LONDON

closely paraphrased be-
fore being oommunicated Dated May 19, 1841
to anyone., (80) i

Recl'd 7:05 a.m.

Secretary of Btate,
Washington.

TRIPLE PRIORITY.

1992, May 19, noon, (SBEOTION ONE)

PersONAL AND (P TOR THE PRESIDENT,

While at Chequers last night the following messagr
cane in, I understand it was sent through the British
Oonsulate General at New York.,

"Following for Prime Minister from Wendell Willkie:

I send you thie because of my great conocrn about
American public opinion which is hesitant and confused by
present issur, I returned advocating destroyers for
Britain after talk with you and Alexander. Donovan

‘returned advooating convoye after t alk with authorities

in England, Forrestal now returns presumably after
eimilar conversations saying that convoys not nececssary
and that bombers are sufficient. I am fearful that this
policy places your friends outside administration in
untenable positions. Obviously your policy must be flex-
ible and constantly changing but might there not be some
method through your representatives here to keep your
friends

0316



-2« 1992, May 19, noon (SEC ONE) from London

friends advised as to changes of needs?

My affectionate and respectful regards.”

The Prime Minieter wrote the following Feply but wanted
to be sure that it would not in any way cmbarrass you and
g0 we agreed that I should send it on to you in case you
had any suggestions to make before ite dispatch from here,
He sadd that he would appreciate very muoch a prompt answer,"

Prime Minister to Mr., Wendell Willkice through Consul
General New York:

WINANT
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This telegram must be LONDOR

closely paraphrased be—

fore being communicated Bated May 19, 1941

td anyone, ‘Bu} Reco'd 7:50 a.m

Secretary of State,

Washington,

1992, May 19, noon. (SECTION TWO)

One:. There has been no change in our attitude,
We want destroyers and long range bombers but far more
we want effective convoy to farthest poesible point. Feel
gsure Forrestal must have been misreported in saying
anything contrary to thies.

Two. Merely taking American numitions sunk is no
measure of the danger, Loss of tonnage is enormous and
any success We have in giving epecial protection to
valuable convoye from United States is paid for by other
loeses in Atlantioc off Freetown or in other waters or by
diminution of our war effort in Mediterranecan, I have
never said that the British Empire oannot make its way
out of this war without American belligerence, but no
peace that is any uee to you or which will liberate
Europe can be obtained without American belligerence towards
which convoy is a droisive step. Every day's delay adds
to the length of the war and the difficulties to be
encountered. West Africa, Gpain, Vichy, Turkey, the

Arad
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=2~ 1992, May 19, noon (S8ECTION TWO) from London

Arab world all hang in the balanoe., Japan hangs in the
balance, Wait three monthe and all thie may be pilled
up againet us in an adverse sensec thus lengthening the
war to periods no man can pretend to know about and

increasing immeneéely the danger and burden to be borne

. by someone before Hitler's defeat. How casy now—how

hard a year henoe will be the task.

WINANT
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Thie telegram must be LONDON

closely paraphrased be-

fore being communicated Dated May 19, 1941
to anyone, {uu?'

Fro'd 8 a.m.

Secretary of State,
Washington.

TRIPLE PRIORITY.

1992, May 19, noon. (BECTION THREE)

Three. At present rate in next twelve monthe we
shall loese four and half million tons of shipping. The
United SBtates by a prodigy of generous constructive
effort will bulild perhapes three and a half and we
Puild the other million, Where have we got to then?
Just making time and swimming level with the bank againet
the stream. Whereas cooperation of even a third of the
American Navy would save at least one-half of the
tonnage beforehand and give that mastery whioh elone can
abridge the torment of mankind.

Four. Most grateful to you for your cable."

WIJANT
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23 May 1911

Telegram #2065 from Churchill to Roosevelt, dated 23 May 1914,

| 0321
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L ' THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
May 26, 1941,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE CHIEF OF OPERATIONSB

FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND
PLEASE RETURN FOR MY FILES.
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REGRADED
-~ -
UNCLASSIFIED

WT
This telegram must be
closely paraphrased be- LONDON
fore being communicated
t¢ anyone. (3C) Dated May 23, 1941

Rec'd 6:20 a.m.
Secretary of State,

Washington.

TRIPLE PRIORITY.

2065, May 23, noon.

peRsONAL AND {J#FoR THE PRESIDENT FROM FORMER
NAVAL PERSON.

One. The Admiralty have asked me to send you the
two attached papers "A" and "B". The first is technical
and the second speaks for itself.

Two. Battle in Crete 1a severe because, having
no airfields within effective range, we cannot bring
any airforce into actlion elther to aid defense or pro=
tect patrolling squadrons, Two of our crulsers and
two destroyers sunk today. WE are destroylng many of
hlghest clasas German troops and have sunk at least one
CONVoYe

Trec. Yesterday, twenty-first, BISMARC, FPRINCE
EUGEN and eight merchant ships located in Bergen.

Low clouds prevented air attack. Tonlght they have
sailed., /e have recson to believe that a formidable
Atlantic
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=2=- Triple Priority #2065, May 23, noon from London.

Atlantic raid is intended. Should we fall to catch
them going out your Navy should surely be able to mark
them down for us. KING GEORGE V, PRINCE OF WAL:S,
HOOD, REPULSE and aircraft carrler VICTORIOUS with
auxillary vesscls will be on their tfack. Give us the
news and we will finish them off. W.3.C.

The two enclosures A and B referred to in numbered
paragraph One are lengthy and have been sent through
Nevy channels in order to save time. Admirel Ghomley
has requested the Wavy Department to forward the texts
immediately to you for the President.

WINANT
NK
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