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28 llay 1941 

Telegram H216S from Churchill to Roosevelt, 28 May 1941 . 
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REB 
This tclegraa must b£ 
closely paraphrased be­
fore being communicated 
to anyone, (SO) 

J 
' Sec r etary of State, 

LONDON 

Dated May 28, 1941 

Rcc'd 6 : 40 p. m, 

,..--..-....... 

Washington. REOR~.DED 
1JN9LASd1F1EO 

RUSH 

2165, May 28, 11 P• m, 

PERSONAL AND - FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM FORMER 

NAVAL PERSON, 

"VI• arc upliftEd and fortifiEd by your memorable 

declaration and by thc far-reaching EXEcuti ve measurEs 

i nvolved i n tbt stat£ of emergency you have proclai med. 

Pray accept , wr. President, my heartfelt thank~It was 

vcry kind of you to let me know before hand of the great 

advance you found i t possible to make . 

I have now also rtctivcd your message about the 

impressivE additional output you art s ending to thE 

lUddlt East i n Un1ttd States ships. 1'/inant will tell you 

what I managed to send out there secretly and the hopes 

I havt of some good news coming to hand btforc long, . 

It sttons moat i mportan t to find the PRINZ EUOEN 

bEfore she outs in to our convoys. The Admiralty and 

Ghormley art in the closest touch. But thi s is a new, 

very faat and powtrful ship, and thtrt is much danger 

whilE 

033 4 

-



~2~ #2165 1 From London, !day 28, 11 p; m~ 

whilE shE is at largE for any convoy unprotEctEd by 

battlEshi p Escort. 

I will sEnd you latEr thE insidE story of thE 

fighting with thE BISMARCK. ShE was a tErrific ship and 

a mas tErpiECE of naval constructi on; HEr r Emoval EasES 

our battlEship si tuation as WE should havE had t o kEEP 

lUNG GEORGE FI FTH, PRINCE OF WALES and thE two NELSONS 

practi cally ti Ed to Scapa Flow t o guard against a 

sorti E of BISMARCK and TIRPITZ as thEy could choosE 

thEir momEnt and WE should havE to allow for onE of 

our ships rEfi tt i ng. Now it is a diffErEnt story• 

ThE EffEct upon thE JapanEs E will b E highl y bEnEficial; 

I EXpEct thEy arE doing all t hEir sums agai n ; " 

JOHNSON 

HPD 

--
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29 vay l9Ll 

Telegram #?.200 from Churchill to Roosevelt, dated 29 Yay l9Ll • 

• 
I 

• 
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I REOR#.OED 
&,IN~bSlFUiO 

1\'T 
This trltgrom must be 
closely pnrophrosEd bt­
for£ being communicated 
to anyone , (SC ) 

SecrEtory of Stott, 

Wo abington. 

LONDON 

Oottd Mny 29 , 1941 

REc 1 d 9:25 p. m. 

2200, Mny 29 , midnight. (SECTION ONE) 

PERSONAL AND - FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM THE 

FORloiER NA hL PERSON: 

"Ont. Wt cordially wElcomE your to king ovE r 

Ictlnnd ot the tnrl1cst poeciblE momtnt , nnd will hold 

ourstlvEs end nll our rEsourcEs thErE ot your di sposal 

os moy bt found convt nicnt . It would l i berate a British 

division for dtftncc ngninst 1nvns1on or the Middl£ 

Eost , It would cnablt us to conc<ntrotE our flying 

boots now thEr E on northwEstern approaches. If it could 

bt done in the ntxt thre£ weeks or ltss, or tVEn begun, 

it would hove o morol efftc t evtn beyond 1te military 

1mportonc£ . You hove onl y to say tht word ond our steff a 

can get to work a t one£ • 
• 

Two, Spo1n and Portugal , At ony timE now Hitl Er 

""'Y obtein air bo:J< s in southtrn Spoin or in llorth 

Africo , Spanish or Frtnch, from which ht con mokc 

01brnltar herbour unustablE by our fleet . The moment 

this hcpp tns, or we nrt sure 1 t i s going to hoppen, 

WE 
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- 2- #2200, Moy 29, midnight from London, (SECTION ON~) 

we shall send our expeditions which have long b££n 

prepared and or£ wetting braid£ their ships, to occupy 

the Orrnd Coner y , thE Copt Verde Islands and on£ of 

thE Azorts . Th£ codE nnmts f or thesE thrEE ExpEditions 

will be cabl Ed in o sepnrott mtssanc . 

JOHNSON 

LMS 

.. 

-
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1\'T 
This tElegram must bt 
closEly paraphrasEd bE­
forE bEing communieattd 
to anyonc , ( SC ) 

Stcrttary of Statc , 

Washington,' 

LONDON 

Dated May 29, 1941 

R<o'd 10:17 p .m. 

2200, May 29, midnight. ( SECTION TWO) 

WE cannot providE an army to dEfEnd Portugal on thE 

mai nland, and tht sam£ is truc of ~pain, though wt would 

try to htlp a gutrilla thErt , MeanwhilE w£ wtr£ about 

to offEr PortuguesE antiaircraft and othtr tquipmtnt to 

dcftnd AzorEs and CapE Vtrde Islands, and WErt tncourag1ng 

thtm to withdraw th[1r GovErnment thtrc if overrun by 

thE Nazia . It Salazar acctpts our help and protEction 

1n tht i slands wt would of coursr wrlcomt assistancE of 

unittd States support . As wE ar£ alrEady discussing 

with Salazar help to Portugal , had wr not bttttr go ahead 

and try t o obtain his approval of tht idta withdrawing 

to th£ Ialanda? It is o mattEr of approach nnd method. 

Thtst could be discusatd forthwith bttwctn State Deport-

mtnt ond Foreign OfficE , Whotrver Salazar's decision we 

should in the EVEnt hovt to obtain control of tht 

Islands for which UOittd Statrs cooperation would be 

1nvoluablr, 

JOHNSON 

CSB 
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WT 
This tEltgrnm must bE 
closEly paraphrasEd bE­
f orE bEing communi catEd 
to anyonE . ( SC) 

SEcrEtory of StatE, 

Washington. 

LONDON 

Dottd May 29 , 1941 

REc ' d 10 p . m. 
' 

2200, May 29 , midnight , (SECTION THREE) 

WE shoul d wElcomE collaboration wi th on Amtri can 

tokEn forcE , bEfor E, during or aftEr occupation of 

Atlantic lslands and if you wish would turn thtm ovEr 

to you as 11 mattEr of mutual war convEnitnct . 

Four , WE should naturally WElcomE UnitEd StatES 

~ occupation of DaRar , and would afford all facili t iEs 

in our powEr. WE havE somE rathEr costly EXptritnct 

and knowlEdgE of thi s plact . SurEst mtthod by landi ng 

tanks from sptcially constructEd vtssEls on ntighboring 

bEachEs. I suggtst that immtdiatE consultation bttWEEn 

your officErs and ours should bE given to makt a workablE 

plan, and havE i t r Eady in cast circumstancEs should 

rE quirt its USE • ( ~ND W::SSAGE ) 

JOHNSON 

CSB 

0340 
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31 Yayl94l 

Telegram #2233 from Churchl1l to Rooeevelt, dated 31 ll.ay 1941 • 
• 

-· -
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JT 
Tr.is telEgram must be 
cloa•ly paraphrased bE­
fore being communicated 
to anyonE, (SO) 

SEcretary of .State, 

Washington. 

TRIPLE-PRIORITY 

LONDON 

Dated Yay 31, 1941 

R£o •d 12:17 p.m. 

2233, May 31, 5 p. m. (SECTION ONE) 

Departm•nt 1e 18581 May 29, noon. 

PERSONAL AND IIIIIIFFOR THE PRESIDENT FROM T~E 

FOill:ER NAVAL PERSON , 

11 0n<: , Am d£<:ply gratEful to you for your proposals 

of uay 29 which w<: at one<: accept in principle, 

11 Two. I must, of course, consult thE Canadian 

Gov<:rnmcnt, but I have no doubt about their r•sponee. 

Th<: Air Ministry has been instruot<d to plan the rcorgan1-

zation of th• f•rrying service in aocordanc• with your 

vi<:we. A s<:nior officer will be sent out at once to 

st~dy the problem on the spot and to consult your Navy 

and \far Departments. 

11 Thr<E, We ar< bEnt on speeding th.C flow of aircraft 

from your factories to our squadrons, and th<: Royal 

Air Force will wcloom• the opportunity of working with 

officers of the United Stat<:s services on this taek. 

• Four. We hav<: .alnady withdrawn the bulk of our 

troops from Cre te , and I am hopeful about the others, . . 

REGRADE D 
YN~L.A~S1f l~.O 

i t 

- -- - -----· . --·-- - -
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- 2- 2233, May 31, 5 p. m. (SECTION ONE) from London 

It was i mpossiblE to o ontinu£ the dEfEncE of t hie 

outpost without jEOPardizing thE naval supEriority in th£ 

~:ast~:rn basin upon which thE rest of thE Nil£ campaign 

dEPEnds, 

JOHNSON 

NPL 
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JT 
This tElegr am must bE 
closely paraphrased bE­
forE bEing communicatEd 
to anyonE. (SO) 

SECrEtary of Stat•, 

Washington. 

TRIPLE PRIORITY. 

London 

DatEd May 31, 1941 

R£cld 12:16 p. m. 

2233, May 31, 5 p. m. (SECTION TWO) 

Th• forcE and fury of thE air at tack was bEyond 

anything known or EXPEctEd, and as WE had no airfi Elds 

' which could bE hEld within fightEr rangE thE EnEmy's air 

powEr could work virt~ally unr£strict£d, both against th£ 

ships holding off SEabornE attack!l. and against our troops 

and anti-aircraft guns aa~on, ThE Enemy has suffEred 
' ' VE r y hEavy lossEs to his high-gradE pErsonnEl, in aircraft, 

r 
and abovE all in troop carrying machinEs, WE must 

EXPEct incrEasing strain upon our dEfEOOE of Egypt and 

our communications with Malta and Gibraltar. ValuablE 

t imE has, howEVEr, bEEn gainEd and it r£maine to bE SEED 

what UsE WE can makE of it. 

"Fiv£. ThE capturE of Or£t£ will, of coursE, O£ 

£xploitEd to thE full of EnEmy propaganda, and any op£n 

movE by you lik£ s£nding EV£n a brigadE to IcEland could 

not com£ at a morE timEly mom£nt . 8E£ also SECOnd . 
EPistlE to thE Corinthians Ohapt£r Six, VErB£ Two. • 

E .. ~ M e"»~A'\e 
JOHNSON 

NPL 
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3 June 1941 

Telegram #22$2 !'rom Churchill to Roosevelt , dated 3 June 1941 . 
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REGRP.DED 
UNCLAS3l.FlE..D ..... 

GMVI .. ~ 
This ttltgrcm must be 
closely parcphrcstd bc ­
f ort bting communicatEd 
t o anyone . (SC) • 

Stcrttcry of Stott , 

Washington . 

2252, June 3 , 2 p .m. 

London 

Dated Junt 3 , 1941 

Rtc 1d 9 : 33a . m. 

PERSONAL AND ~R THE PR~SIDENT FROM THE 

FORI4ER NI.VAL PERSON . 

"I am finding it ntctsscry t o build up ~ much 

str,cngtr organization uf thE rear wP.rd services in thE 
• 

Mi,ddlt Ec.s t to sustain tht lcrgt f orces now gc thE:ring 

in and about tht Nile Vnllty e nd en important mission_ 

is going out by air, comprising high military and civ11-

i cn t xpcrts . WE must consider the formotion of c wel l 

r quipptd best , tithEr ct Port Sudrn (os your son sug­

gEsttd) or/and at l.!ossowa nEar which l it s thE town of 

Asmor o with its f ine buildi ngs in ordEr to crrnngt f or 

the rtctpti on of Ameri can mcttriels which you art stnd-

i ng to us in increas ing qunntit1Es. i\mcric~.n tonl<s end 

AmtricPn aircraft require n good sprinkling of American 

civilicn volunteer per sonnel to instruct us in their 

usc and htlp kttp them scrvic tcblt. I shvuld bt grntt­

ful if you would allow Averill Horrimon t o go uut with 

thE 
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- 2- 2252, June 3, 2 p .m. from London 

thE miss i on ns indcptndtnt ~bscrvEr, taking with him 

onE or two of his own nss'is t ·a.nts , Ht would then be able 

to advisE upon tht best mr.asures to bE taken to ensure 

thE most EfficiEnt usE of all t hat you art stnding . HE 

is quit £ willing to go ; indttd, he would like it . The 

trip might take him six WEEks but it would bE well 

worth it . " 

J OID!SON 

RR 
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7 June 191.1 

Telegram #2331 trom Churchill to Roosevelt, dated 7 June 1941. 
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REOR/-.DED 
!JNCLAb S lFlEO 

DES 
This tElEgram must bt 
clostly paraphrasEd bt­
fort bEing communicatEd 
to anyont. (SC) 

StcrEtary of Statt, 

Washington. 

TRIPLE PRIORITY. 

2331, JunE 7 , 6 p . m. 

LOIIDOll 

DatEd Junt 7 , 1941 

R tc' d 2 :06 p. m. 

PERSONAL AND - FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM THE 

FORMER NAVAL PERSON 

"OnE. WE Enter Syria in somE forcE tomorrow 

morning in ordEr to prEvEnt furthtr GErman pEnEtration. 

SuccEss dEpEnds largEly upon attitudt of local FrEnch 

troops . DE Gaullt 1 S rrt£ FrEnch outfit will bE prominEnt 

but not in thE van. HE is issuing a proclamation to thE 

Arabs offEring in thE namE of Franct complEtE indEpEndEnCE 

and opportunity to form tithEr thrtE or ont or thrEE in 

ont frEE Arab statts. RElations of thtst statts with 

FrancE will bt fixEd by trEaty, safE guarding EstablishEd 

intErEst som~~hat on thE Anglo-Egyptian modtlo GtnEral 

Catroux is not to bE callEd High CommissionEr but FrEnch 

DElEgatE and PlEnipotEntiary . 

Two. I cannot tEll how Vichy will rtact to what 

may happEn . I do not , mysElf , thinlr thEY will do much 

worst than thty art now doi ng, but of coursE thEY may 

rEtaliatE 
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- 2- 2331, Jun£ 7, 1941 from London 

retaliate on Gibraltar or Freetown. I should be most 

gratefUl if you would kttp your pressure · upon them. 

We have no political interests at all ln Syria , except 

to win the war. 

Three,' Thank you eo muoh for letting Harriman go 

to the MiddlE East . HE is seeing your son tomorrow 

befor E leaving, and I shall set hi m myself , I hope, 

at luncheon Yonruv . • 

JOH!ISON 

PEG 

.. 

---

0350 
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ll June 191.1 

Telegram 11'2376 from Churchill to Roosevelt, da ted ll June 191.1. 

Answered by Roosevelt in a telegram to Churchill dated 17 June 19Ll, 
filed herein. 
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REGRPD£t)' 
IJIICLA b.., 1 F 11:: ·. 

JT 
This tcl<gram must bE 
closely ParaphrasEd bE­
for~ bE :lt.g communicatEd 
to anyc~c . {SO) 

SEcrEtary of Stat£ , 

Washington, 

2376, JunE 11, 2 p. m. 

PERSONAL AND 

FOR!.IER NAVAL PERSON : 

London . 
Dat.-::l . .:'1!.,£ 11, 1941 

Ro:o' .i 7:50 a . m. 

FOR THE PRESIDENT FROY 

•I am looking forward to WElcoming your son herE, 

I have bEEn told that he has a plan to take OVEr , equiP . . 
and dEfEnd an air base at Bathurst in Gambia as a 

• staging and servicing point for hEavy United StatEs 

bombers to be flown aoroes the Atlant ic to the 

~iddlE East. Hie idea is that United StatEs of AmErica 

should lease base and install naval, military and air 

dEfensEs, Bombers would bE flown from UnitEd States of 

America via Pernambuco to b£ serviced Bathurst , then 

flown on by American fErry pilot organization to Egypt. 

Bathurat base all Am•r ioan. Wr e.r.: wholEheartedly in 

favor of this proposal and would bE prepared to give 

you a l•aa.- at Bathurst on similar terma to thosE e.lr<ady 

givEn for bases in the w~at~:rn Atlantic. I had intended 

to pOstpOnE putting thia proposal to you until I had 

talked it over with your son, but h~: has bEEn delayEd 

: and 

• 
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-2- 2376, JunE 11 , a p.m., from London 

and the mat t er is so urg£nt that 1 ~a:~tcd to put it to 

you at onoc. lf thE proposal comm~~ds itsElf to you 

in principlE , our staffs over here could work out the 

dEtails." 

JOHNSON 

AW 

0353 
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Telegram i'rom Churehill to Roosevelt, dated 14 June 1941. 
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REORJ.O£r) 

UNCLJ,t~.-;~f tED 

Following is t ext of message for the President from 
the Prime :.:i nister, dated June 14th , 191>1. 

I am much encouraged by Ghormley's le t ter 

abotlt your marines t akine; over that cold place arrl I 

hoDe that once t he first i nstalment have arrived you 

will ei ve full publicity to 1t . It Vlould give u s hope 

to face the ' lor>.g haul t hat lies ahead . It 1vould also 

produce the best effects in Spain, Vichy France and 

Turlcey. 

2 . I had hoped for quicker progress i n Syria but 

Vichy is so far puttit>.g up with what we are doit>.g to them 

without taking warlike action elsewhere er.d I think 1 t 

wi ll be ell right . 

3 . Winant will no doubt have t old you about what 

I 3ent out to Egypt secretly to r est ore t he b alance there . 

This will be used to- morro" (sundaY) and as it will be 

the first occasion when we hope to have defini te super­

iori t y in tackle b oth on the ground and above i t , I 

nnturelly a t tach the very greates t importance to this 

venture. The above is for you r own eye a.~one . 

4. Fro1n eve r y source a t r•1Y disposal includi ng some 

most trust1·1orthy i t looks as if a vest Gel'r.lan onsl aught 

on the Russi an fr ontier ia i mminent. !lot only are t he 

mai n German armiee deployed from Finland to Roumania but 

t he final arrivaleof air and armoured forces a re being 

completed . The pocket battleship "Lutzow", 'lihich put 

her nose ou t of Skaggerek yesterday and was promptly 

torpodoed by our coastal aircraft wo~ very likely goit~ 

North/ 03! 
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- 2-

·, 

North to give naval strength on the Arctic rlaP~ . 

Should thi s new war break out we shall of' course 

give all encouragement and any help 1·1e can spare 

to the Russians , f'ollowing the principle that 

Hitler is the foe we have to beat. I do not 

expect any class political react ions here and 

t rus t t hat a German-Russian cont'lict will not 

cause you any embarrassment. 

We mus t a l so tuke full advantage of' a 

pos sible breather in the !.:iddle East to get t hings 

in good shape there . I am looking f'orward to 

Harriman' n report . Kindest regarde and, every wi sh 

that your indisposition may soon pass . 

0356 
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26 June 191U 

Telegram #2673 from Churchill to Roosevelt, dated 26 June 191.1. 

Answered by Rooaevel t 1n a telegru to Churchill de ted 6 July 191U, 
tiled herein , 
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REORt.OEO 
yN~b;:ilf u: . .o 

Y<T 
This t£lt<;ram must be 
closely peraphrastd bE­
for• btl~ communicated 
to anyone . ( sc) 

Secretary of State, 

Washington . 

2673, Junr 26, 11 p .m, 

LOl:DOll 

Dated June 26, 1941 

Rtc 1d 9:50 p ; m. 

illllllrAND pr~SONAL FOR THE PR~SIDENT FROM THE 

FORMER NAVAL PERSON. 

"I am concErned at the result which may follow 

from British and America~ tank design for t~~ future 

proceeding on independent lines . Already ~hE M- 3 AmErican 
• 

medium tank is b ring produced in three typrs to American, 

British and Canadian orders . These types although basically 

identical vary in several respects pertioulr.rly ss regards 

mnin ('.rmemcnt . You hove rctcined the sevent y f i ve mm 

gun whtrt~s we nnd the Cenndicns rrt going for the six-­

pdr gun with srvrnty five mm.cnd two--pdr wccpons ns in­

terim steps . 

It is obvious thct nothing IIIUst be done to disturb 

production now in hr.nd here or L. llorth Amcrien. We 

want all the tanks we can get as soon as possible . 

At thr same tim< I ·am impressed with the importancE 

of strengthEning the liaison between the United Statts of 

America and the British end I sug~est we should evolve 

meoh1ncry 
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- 2- 1/2673, June 26 , 11 p·.m. from London. 

machinEry which will ensure that future d esigns in each 

class of tank arc as similar as possible thus cl1minat-

ing unnecessary maintcnonct difficulties . 

At the trcscnt moment t ank d es ign in t h e Stotts i s 

controll ed by the United States OrdnancE Bo~rd while 

in England it is' controlled by our Tank Bor rd. 

I would strongly suggest for your considtrotion thot 

o joint Anglo- Amcricrn Tcnk Bocrd should bE sEt up in 

~trice. to include Ccnrdicn cs well rs British rEpresenta­

tion for the purpose of controlling rnd coordinating t cnk -dEsign r.nd production r s rqsCirds new typEs . You will 

rEmEmb Er thrt Brruch rnd I set up r.n orgcnizction on similCir 

linEs to look rftEr production rt Chr.tEcu Rou.x in 1917 . 

ThE Tcnk Borrd in Engl rnd will of coursE still bt 

ntc Essery to d Eel with curr cnt modifie r t iona and proposals 

for new typEs rnd herE else I suggEst that AmEricrn 

reprEsEntation should be included or a board formed similar 

to that suggested above . ThE boards hErE and in Amtrica 

would have to work i n closE liaison. 

Our common aim you will agrE E must bE to d Esign much 

better tanks then the Nazis to be ahead· in the race 

guns versus armour and to product them quicker then they 

can. This I feel sure can only be achiEvEd by tht 

ClOSESt 

0359 



•3• #2673, Junt 26, 11 p . o . from London. 

closest cooperation in dcsign es well aa in production and 

I think thtrc is alrEady emplt evidence tha t wc can 

ltarn a lo t from your tEchnicians on the mcchnnicnl side 

wh1lt vtt cnn poaaibl7 givE you vnlucblt rdvict obtc.intd 

by ntwly bought experiencE ns to the fighting requirements . 

It you ogrtc I would suggest the t the dtteiled 
', 

composition of the borrd rnd your reprtstntntlon on our 

borrd htrc might bt discu&std by your r tprtstntntivrs with 

the British Army Steff rnd British Supply Council . " 

WINANT 

EMS 

03 60 
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