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28 May 1911

Telegram #2165 from Churchill to Roosevelt, 28 May 15l1.
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REB

This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be=- LONDON

fore belng communicated

to enyong. (8C) Dated May 28, 1941
J Reo'd 6:40 p, m,

————

SEurEtnr; of 3tate,

Washington, REGRADED
PUNCLASSIFIED

RUSH

2165, May 28, 11 p. ms .

FERSONAL AND -FDR THE PRESIDENT FROM FORMER
NAVAL PERSON.

"We are uplifted and fortified by your memorable
declaration and by the far-reaching executlve measures
involved ‘in the state of emergency you have proclaimed,
Pray accept, Mr. President, my heartfelt thangpih It was
very kind of you to let me lkmow before hand of the great
advance you found 1t posslble to make.

I have now also recelved your message about the
impressive additional output you are sending to the
Hiddle East in United States ships, Winant will tell you
what I managed to send out there seorctly and the hopes
I have of some good news coming to hand before long, .

It agema moat impertant te find the FRINZ EUGEN
before she cuts in to our convoya. The Admiralty and
Ghormley are in the closest touch, But this is & new,
very fast and powerful ship, and there 1s much danger

while
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-2- #2165, From London, May 28, 11 pi m,

while she is at large for any convoy unprotected by
battleship escort.

I will send you later the lnalde story of the
fighting with the BISMARCK, She was a terrific ship and
a masterpiece of naval construction; HEr removal Esses
our battleship situatlion as we should have had to Keep
KING GEORGE FIFTH, PRINCE OF WALES and the two NELSONS
practically tied to Scapa Flow to guard agalnat a
sortie of BISMARCK and TIRPITZ as they could choosEk
thelr moment and we should have to allow for one of
our ships refltting. Now 1t is a different atory.
The effect upon the Japanese will be highly beneficlal.

I expect they are doing all their sums again."

JOHNSON

HFD
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29 May 1541

Telegram #2200 from Churchill to Roosevelt, dated 29 May 19la.
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REGR#DED

UNCLASSIFIED

WT

This trlegrom must be )

closely paraphrased be- LONDON

fore being communicoted

to cnyone, (SC) Dated Moy 29, 1941

Rec'd B:25 penma
Secretary of Stote,
Woshington.

2200, Moy 29, midnight. (SECTION ONE)

persoNAL AND [N For THE PRESIDENT FROM THE
FORMER NAV:L PERSON:

"one. We cordinlly welecome vour toking over
Iceland ot the earliest poseible moment, and will hold
oursclves ond nll our resources there at your dispesaol
as maoy be found convenlent., It would libernte o British
divislen for defence against invaslon or the Mlddle
East. It would ennble us to concentraote our flying
bocts now there on northwestern ocpprooches, If 1t could
be done in the next three weeks or less, or EVEn beEgun,
i1t would haove o moral effect even beyond its military
importonce. You haove only to soy the word and our stoffa
con get to work at once.

Two. Spoln and Par%ugnl. At ony time now Hitler
may obtoln alr bases in southern Spain or in North
Afrien, Bpanish or French, from which he con make
Gibroltar herbour unusenble by our fleets The moment
this heppens, or we are sure it 1s going to haoppen,
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-2= #2200, Moy 29, midnight from London. (SECTION ONE)

we shall send our expeditions which have long been
prepored cnd are welting beside their ships, to ococupy
the Grend Conery, the Cape Verde Islands ond one of
the Azores. The code nomes for these three expeditions

wlll be cabled in o separate messoge.

JOHNZON
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WT

This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be- LONDON

fore belng communicated '

to enyone. (8C) Dated May 29, 1941

Ree'd 10:17 p.m.
Secretary of State,

Washington.

2200, May 29, midnight, (SECTION TWO)

We cannot provide an army to defend Portugal on the
mainland, and the same is true of Spain, though we would
try to help a guerilla there, Meanwhile we were sbout
to offer Pﬁrtugu:s: antisircraft and other equipment to
defend Azores and Cape Verde Islands, and were encoursging
them to withdraw their Govermment there 1f overrun by
the Nazis, If Salazar accepts our help and protection
in the islands we would of course welcome msslistance of
United States support. As We are already discussing
with Salazar help to Portugal, had we not better go shead
and try to obtain his approval of the idea withdrawing
to the Islands? It is g matter of approach and method,.
These could be discussed forthwith between State Depart-
ment and FPorelgn Office. Whatever Saolazar's declslon we
should in the event have to obtaln control of the
Islends for which Uhitzd.ﬂtnt:a cooperatlon would be
inveluable.

JOHNSON
CsB
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WT

This telegram must be

cloaely parophrased be=- LONDON

fore beilng communicated

to anyones (SC) Doted Moy 29, 1941

Rectd 10 p.m.
Secretary of State,

Woshington.

2200, Moy 29, midmight. (SECTION THREE)

We should welcome collaboration with an Americon
token force, before, during or after occupation of
Atlantic Islandg and if you wish would turn them over
to you as gmatter of mutual war convenlence.

Four., We should naturally welcome United States

. occupation of DaKar, and would afford all facilitles

in our power. We have some rather costly experience

and knowledge of this place., Surest method by landing

tanks from speclally constructed vessels on neighboring

beaches, I suggest that immediate consultation between

your officers and ours should be given to make a workable

plan, and have it rzad# in case circumstances should

require its use. (7ND MESSAGE)

JOHNSON
CSB
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31 May 1511

Telegram #2233 from Churchill to Roosevelt, dated 31 May 19l1,
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JT

Tris telegram must be LONDON

closely paraphrased be-

fore being communicated Dated May 31, 1941

to anyone., (80)
Reco'd 12:17 P.m.
Secretary of State,

Washi l'lg:t Olle

TRIPLE PRIORITY

2233, May 31, 5 p.m. (SECTION ONE)

Department's 1858, May 29, noon,

PersoNAL AND [ FOR THe PRESIDENT FROM THE
FORUER NAVAL PERSON.

"One, Am deeply grateful to you for your proposals
of ¥ay 29 which we at once accept in principle,

"Two. I must, of oourse, consult the Canadian
Government, but I have no doubt about their response.
The Air Ministry has been instructed to plan the reorgani-
zation of the ferrying service in accordance with your
views. A senior officer will be sent out at once to
study the problem on the spot and to coneult your Navy
and War Departments.

"Three., We are bent on epeeding thg flow of aircrafft
from your factories to our squadrons, and the Royal
Air Foroe will welcome the opportunity of working with
offioers of the United 8tates services on this task.

"Four. We have already withdrawn the bulk of our
troops from Crete, and I am hopeful about the others,

it
REGRADED

UNCLASSIFIRD
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-2~ 2233, May 31, 5 p.m. (SECTION ONE) from London

It was impossible to continue the defence of this
outpost without jeopardizing the naval superiority in the
tastern baein upon which the rest of the Nile campalgn
depends.

JOHNSON
NPL
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JT

This telegram must be London
closely paraphrased be—
fore being communicated Dated May 31, 1941

to anyone, (80)
Rec'd 12:18 p.m,
Secretary of State,
Washington.

TRIPLE PRIORITY.

2233, May 31, 5 p.m. (SECTION TWO)

The force and fury of the air attack was beyond
anything known or expected, and as we had no sirfields
which could be held within fighter range the enemy's air
power could work virtually unrestricted, both agalinet the
ships holding off Bsaborné attacks and againet our troope
and anti-aircraft guns ashore, The enemy has suffered
very heavy losses to hialhigh-gradt pzraﬁnnzl, in aircraft,
and above all in troop ;arrying machines. We must
expect inecreasing strain upon ocur defence of Egypt and
our communications with Malta and Gibraltar. Valuable
time has, however, been gained and it remains to be seen
whet use we can mseke of it,

tFPive, The capture of Orete will, of course, bE
exploited to the full of enemy propaganda, and any Open
move by you like sending even a brigade to Iceland could
not come at a more timely moment. Bee also second

epistle to the Corinthians Chapter Bix, Verse Two,"
Ewd Messnqe
JOHNSON

NPL

| 034a



3 June 1941

Telegram #2252 from Churchill to Roosevelt, dated 3 June 1911,




pet REGR#DED
yNCLﬂsﬁlFluD

GhW A

This telegrem must be

closely porcphresed be- London

fore being communicated

to anyone. (SC) . Doted June 3, 1941

Reec'd 9:;; E.Me

Secretery of Stete,

Washington.

2258, June 3, 8 p.m.

PERSONAL AND R THE PRSSIDENT FROM THE
FORMER NAVAL PERSON.

"I am finding i1t necessery to build up = much
stronger arganizatiun,u? the rear werd services in the
Middle Fcst to sustalp the lorge forces now gothering
in end sbout the Nile Vnlley end en important mission
is going out by 2ir, comprising high militery ond clvil-
icn experts. We must conslder the formotion of ﬂIWEll
equipped bese, either ot Port Sudrn (as your son sug-
gested) or/end ot Mossowa neer which 1lies the town of
Asmara with its fine bulldings in crder to errange for
the reception of Americon meteriels which you are send-
ing to us in increansing qunntities, Amerlieen toanks and
Americen oircreft require n good sprinkling of Amerlcan
civilicn volunteer personnel to instruct us in their
usg and help keep them servicenble. I should be grate-
ful if you would ollow Averill Harrimsn to go vut with

the
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-2= 2252, June 3, 2 p.m. from London

the missicn ns independent observer, taking with him

one or two of his own nsslstants. He would then be able
to advise upon the best measures to be taken to ensure
the most efficient use of all that you are sending. He
is quite willing to go; indeed, he would 1ike it. The
trip might take him six weeks but 1t would be well
worth it,"

JOHNSON

i 034?



7 June 1911

Telegram #2331 from Churchill to Roosevelt, dated 7 June 19l1,
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REGRADED
UNCLASSIFIED

DES

This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be= LONDOM

fore being communicated

to anyone. (SC) Dated June 7, 1941

Rec'd 2:06 peme
Secretary of State,

Washington.

TRIPLE PRIORITY.

2331, June 7, 6 p.m.

personar AND (] FoR THE PRESIDENT FROM THE
FORMER NAVAL PERSON

"one. We enter Syria in some force tomorrow
morning in order to prevent further German penetration.
Eun?:ss depends largely upon attitude of local French
troops. De Gaulle's Free French outfit will be prominent
but not in the van., He is lssulng a proclamation to the
Arabs offering in the name of France complete independence
and opportunity to form either three or ont or three in
one free Arab states, Relations of these states with
Prance will be fixed by tresty, safe guarding established
i nterest somewhat on the Anglo-Egyptian model, General
Catroux is not to be called High Commissioner but French
Delegate and Plenlpotentlary.

Two. I cannot tell how Vichy will react to what
may happen., I do not, myself, think they will do much
worse than they are now doing, but of course they may

retaliate
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=2= 2331, June 7, 1941 from London

retaliate on Gibraltar or Preetown., I should be most
grateful if you would keep your pressure ° upon them.
We have no politleal interesta at all in Syria, except
to win the war.

Three. Thank you so much for letting Harriman go
to the Middle East., He ls seelng your son tomorrow
before leaving, and I shall sec him myself, I hope,
at luncheon Mondsy ,"

JOHNSON

PEC

0350



11 June 19L1

Telegram #2376 from Churchill to Roosevelt, dated 11 June 1941,

Angwered by Roosevelt in a telegram to Churchill dated 17 June 19L1,
filed herein,

I 0351
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e S e
REGR? DED
UNCLASSIFIE
JT
“his telegram must be London
cloeely paraphrased be- :
forz being communicated Dated Juae 11, 10941

to snycue, (80)
Rec'd 7:50 a.m.
Secretary of State,

Waehington.

2376, June 11, 2 p.m.

PERSONAL AND _ FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM
FORMER NAVAL PERSON:

"I am looking forward to welcoming your son here.
I have been told that he has a plan to take over, equip
and defend an air base at Bathurnt'fn Gambia as a
staging and servicing point for héavy United States
bombere to be flown aoross the Atlantic to the
Yiddle East, His idea is that United States of America
should lease baee and install naval, military and air
defenees, Bombers would be flown from United States of
America via Pernambuco to be serviced Bathurst, then
flown on by American ferry pilot organization to Egypt.
Bathurst base all American., We are wholcheartedly in
favor of thie proposal and would be prepared to give
you a lease at Bathuret on similar terms to those already
given for bases in the Western Atlantioc., I had intended
to postpone putting thie proposal to you until I had
talked it over with your son, but he has been delayed

_—

and
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and the matter is so urgent that I wantcd to put it to
you at once. If the proposal comm:nds iteelf to you

in prinociple, our staffs over here could work out the
details."

JOHNSON

0353



14 June 1911

Telegram from Churchill to Roosevelt, dated 1l Junme 19L1.
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0N REGR:DED
doph UNCLLBSIFIED

Following is text of messege for the Freaident from
the Prime Ninister, dated June 1hth, 1941,

AND PERBCONAT..

I am much encouraged by Ghormley's letter
about your marines taking over that cold place and I
hope that onece the firat instalment have arrived you
will give full publicity to it. It would glve us hope
to face the long haul thaet lies ahesd., It would also
produce the best effects in Spain, Vichy France and
furkﬂy.
2. I had hoped for guicker progress in Syria but
Vichy is =o fqp putting up with what we are doing to them
without taking warlike action elsewhere and T think it
© will be all right.
S Winant will no doubt have told you shout what
I zent out to Egynt saqretly to restore the balance thera,
This will be used to-morrow (Sunday) and as it will be
the first cccasion when we hope to have defindlte super-
iority in tackle both on the ground and above it, I
naturally attach the very greateat inportance to this
venture. The mbove is for your own eye alone.
Lis From every source at my disposal ineluding =some
most trustworthy i1t looks as if & vast German onslaught
on the Russian frontier is imminent. Not orly are the
main German armies deployed from Pinland to Roumania but
the final arrivalsof air and armoured forcea are being
completed. The pocket battleship "Lutzow", which put
her nose out of 3kaggerak yesterday and was promptly

torpedoed by our coastal aireraft was very likely going

North/ 03




"

North to give naval strength on the Arctie flank,
Should this new war break out we shall of course
give all encouragement and any help we can spare
to the Russians, following the principle that
Hitler is the foe we have to heat, I do not
expect any class political reactions here and
trust that a German-Russian conflict will not
cause you any embarrassment.

B We must also take full advantage of a
possible breather in the Middle East to get things
in good shape there, I am looking forward to
Harriman's report, Kindest repards and every wish

that your indisposition msy soon pass.

0356



26 June 1511

Telegram #2673 from Churchill to Roosevelt, dated 26 June 19L1,

Answered by Roosevelt in a telegram to Churchill dated 6 July 19la1,
filed herein,

o L
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REGRADED
UNCLASSIF ED
wT -
This telesrem rust be -
closely persphrased be- rDON
fore beln® commnicated
to anyone. (SC) Dated June 26, 1941

Rec'd 9:50 pum.
Seeretary of State,

Washington,

2673, June 26, 1l p.m,

-Mﬂ) PERSONAL FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM THE
FORMER NAVAL PERSON.

"I am concerned at the regsult which may follow
from British snd American tank design for the future
proceeding on independent lines, Already the M-3 Amerlcan
medium tank is being préduﬂtd in three types to Americen,
British and Cansdian orders, These types although basicelly
identical vary in several reapecta p&ftinulgrly s regards
main ermement, You hove reteined the seventy five mm
gun wherers we ond the Cenediens rre golng for the six--
pdr gun with seventy five om.cnd two--pdr weepons cs in-
terim stepa,

It is obvious thrt nothing muat be done to diaturb
production now in hrnd here or i. North dmerice, We
want ell the tanks we can get as soon as possible.

At the same time I am impressed with the importance
of strengthening the lisiscon between the United States of
America and the British and 1 sug.est we should evolve

machinery
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-2= #2673, June 26, 11 p.m, from London.

machinery which will ensure thet future designs 1n each
class of tank arec as similaer as possible thus Eliﬁinat-
ing unnecessary malntenence difficulties, ’ '

At the Frzs:nt moment tenk design in the States is
controlled by the United Stotes Ordnence Boerd while
in Englend it is controlled by our Tank Boerd,

I would strongly suggest for your considerotion that

‘e joint Anglo-Zmericrn Tenk Borrd should be set up in

Americc to include Cenrdlien cs well s British representa-
tlon for the purpagc of controlling end coordinating tonk
design cnd production rs regords new types. You will
remember thet Brruch cnd I set up rn orgrnizetion on simller
1ines to look efter production rt Chrtecu Roux in 1917,

The Trnk Borrd in Englend will of course stlill be
necesscry to decl with current modificrtions and proposals
for new types rnd here rlso I suggest thot Amerlern
representation should be included or & bosrd formed similar

to that suggested sbove, The boards here and in émerica
would have to work in close liaison,

Our common &im you will egree must be to design much
better tanks than the Nazls to be shead in the race
guns versus armour and to produce them quicker than they
can, This I feel sure can only be achieved by the

closeat
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&3+ #2673, June 26, 11 p.m, from London,

closest cooperation in design es well as in production and

I think there ie alresdy emple evidence that we cen

leern a lot from your technicisns on the mechenical aide

while we cen possibly give you velueble edvice obteined

by newly bought experience es to the fighting requirements,
If you egree I would suggest thrt the deteiled

composition of tﬁk borrd end your representotion on our

borrd here might be discussed by your representetives with

the Britlah Army Steff rnd British Supply Council,”

WINANT

03€0
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