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6 July 19l

Telegram from Roosevelt to Churchill, dated 6 July 19L1.

Answers Churchill's telegram #2673 to Roosevelt, dated 26 June 15l1,
filed herein.
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TELEORAM
July 6, 1941

i‘ s T0: AMRMBABBY

! LomDON

SESNEP FROM THE PAESIDENT TO THE FORMER NAVAL PERSON
REPLYING TO YCUR MESSAON RELATIVE TO PROPOGRD
COMMITYS ON TANK AND TANK DSSIGN I AM EXPLORING THIS
AT ONCE AND WILL ADVISE YOU,

ROOSEVELT

REGRADED
UNRCLASSIFEu



10 July 1541

Telegram from Roosevelt to Churchill, dated 10 July 19k1.
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TO: AMEMBABBY
LONCON

NN FROM THE PASSIDENT TO THE FORMER NANAL PERSON

1 HAVE GIVEN CONSIDRRATION TO YOUR AECENT CABLE
RELATIVE TO A JOINT ANGLO-AMERICAN TANK BOARD. WE
HAVE HAD HERE FOR SOME MONTHS A JOXINT BAITISH-AMEARICAN
TANK BOARD WHICE WE THINK HAS DONE SOME VEAY GOOD WORK
IN COORDINATING DRSIGNS AND PRODUCTION. IT MAY EE
THAT 1T SHOULD HAVE SOME ADDITIONAL MEMBERS ON IT BUT
I THINK IT WOULD BE VERY UNWISE TO CREATE A NEW BOARD
I¥ THRE LIGHT OF THE GOOD START WE HAVE ALABADY MADE.

1 HAVE TAKEN STEPS TO GRT OUR TANK PRODUCTION
VERAY SUBSTANTIALLY INCREASED AND WILL LET YOU KNOW
800N THE NEW ESTIMATES,

ROOSEVELT

REGRADED
A UNCLASSIFIE -
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WAR DEFARTHMENT
WASBHINOTON

July 8, 1941.

Peraonal and (NN

Dear Mr. President:

I received yesterday your perscnal and
confidential letter in regard to cooperation with the
British on tank design and the production of new tanks.

We already have a Joint Anglo-American
Board set up for the purpose of controlling and
coordinating such deslgne and production: and its
success last summer and autumn in coordinating British
and American designs, including the establishment of the
turret in our tanks, was hailed by everybody as the
outetanding success in British-American cooperation.
I think that this already existing Board should be made
the basis of the organisation for imbibing the new
lessons of recent combat.

If the British have any new suggestions
which they wish to bring before it through personal
witnesses, this can easily be accomplished by bringing
such witnesses over here and bringlng them into con-
ference or substituting them for existing British members.
It seems to me that the creation of an entirely new Board
would add greatly to the complexity of the gersral set-up
which has been working extremely well,

Faithfully yours,

o £ G

Secretary of War.

Franklin D, Pocsavelt Library

DECLASSIF =,

DD -
The President,
The White Houwse, Batac JU‘- 7 19N

Ugature: Dol .



12 July 19l1

Telegram from Roosevelt to Churchill, dated 12 July 19L1.
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TELEGRAN
20:  ARBNBAGSY July i, 4941

LONDON

M rROM THE PRESIDENT TO THE FORMER NAVAL PERSON.

WE HAVE HAD A THOROUGH REVIEW OF OUR WHOLE TANK
SITUATION HERE DURING THE LAST FEW DAYS AND I CAN NOW
GIVB YOU THE FOLLOWING RBSULTS.

WB PLAN TO INCRRASE OUR PRAK PRODUCTION OF OUR
MEDIUM TANK FROM 600 70 1000 A MONTH REACHING THAT GOAL
BY APRIL 1, 1942, WB WILL BUILD 600 MEDIUNM TANKS MORE
THAN WB HAD PLANNRD PRIOR TO JANUARY 1., WE WILL INCRRASE
OUR LIGHT TANK PRODUCTION BY 150 PERR MONTH 80 THAT WB
WILL HAVE 900 MORE LIGHT TANKS PRIOR TO JANUARY 1 thanm
WE HAD PLANNED., ASSBUMING THREE SCHEDULES ARE MAINTAIWED,
AND I BELIEVE THEY WILL BE, IT MEANS THAT WE CAN GIVE YOU
800 TO 1000 LIGHT TANKS AND 800 to 1000 MEDIUN TANKS PRIOR
TO JANUARY 1. I WILL SEND YOU IN A FPEW DAYS THE EXACT
SCHRDULING OF THESE,

WE CAN ALSO AS OF AUGUST 1 START TRAINING 500 OF
YOUR TANK CORPS MEN IN THIS COUNTRY IF YOU THINK THAT
¥OULD BE HELPFUL. WILL YOU LET ME XNOW ABOUT THIS 800N
80 THAT WE CAN MAKE OUR PLANS IMMEDIATRLY.

REGR/ DET
UNCLASSE .2 g

¢

Cad

~J




Miss Tully:

MR. HOPKINS SENT THIS
EATURDAY .

L. Berney

| T - e ﬂr“il
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 9, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR
H. K.

Will you prepare a reply
to Churchill?

F. D. R.



July 1911

Telegram from Roosevelt to Churchill, July 19L1.
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TELECGRAM
TO: AMEMEABBY
LONDON

SBORST FROM THE PRESIDENT TO THE FORMER NAVAL PERSON.

WB ARE TRANSFERRING TO YOU AT ONCE FOR SHIPMENT TO
THE MIDDLE BASBT 490,000 ROUNDS 155 mm HOWITZER AMMUNITION
200 LIGHT TANKS FROM OUR JUNE AND JULY PRODUCTION
COMPLETE WITH ARMAMENT SPARES AND ACCRSSORIEE 24 THAER
INCE ANTTAIRCRAFT OUNS WITH FIRE CONTROL 12,000 ROUNDS
THREE INCH AA SHRAPNEL 4 155 mm GUNS WITH ONCARRLAGE
PIRE CONIROL 2,000 ROUMDS 155 mm OUN AMMUNITION A8
SPECIFIED BY YOU 20 AIR COMPRESSOR TRUCKS 30 SRTS SMALL
BOX GIADER BRIDGES VITH TRANGPORTEAS 5 BETS HEAVY
PONTONS WITH TRANSPORTERS 50 MOBILE LICHTING SETS
100 SETB WATER BUPPLY EQUIPMENT 700 TRN TON TRUCKS
25 PORTABLE WRALDING SETS VERY SUBSTANTIAL AMOUNT OF
MACHINRAY AND TOOLS ROAD AND EXCAVATING EQUIPMENT
MACHINE TOOLS ENGINEER STORES .UNVEY REQUIPMENT
QUARTEAMASTER STORRS AND ATONAL RQUIPMENT. THESE WILL
BE RUSHED AT RARLIEST POBSIBLE MOMENT. WE NOW HAVE 44
AMERICAN FLAG BHIPS ASSIONED TO MIDDLE BAST AND WE ARB
PLANNING TO MOVE 50ME 75,000 TONE OF FREIGHT TO THAT
REGION.  ALL OF THE ABOVE 18 IN ADLITION TO ANY
PREVIOUS COMMITMENTS WE HAVE MADE FOR THE MIDDLE EABT.

RiGI AL Y

BNCLASSAE B0
HLA/lab
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5 September 1541

Telegram from Roosevelt to Churchill, dated 5 September 19l1.

Answers Churchill's #L01L to the President, dated 1 September 1941,
filed herein,
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SEPTEMEER 5, 1941

RN Y. _
TO1 ANEMBABSY REGRADED
UNCLASSIF L
LOWDON :

FOR THE FORMER MAVAL PERSON PROM THE PRESIDENT

ARPLYING TO YOUR 4014 OF SEPYEMBER 1 1 AM SURE
WE CAN HELP WITH YOUR PROJECT TO ARINFORCE THE MIDULE
BABT ARMY.

AT ANY RATE I CAN NOW ASSURR YOU THAT WE CAN
PROVIDE TRANSPORTS FOR 20,000 MEN. THRSE SHIPS WILL AR
UNITED STATES NAYY TRANSPORTS MANNED BY NAVY CANWS., OUR
NBUTRALITY ACT PERMITS PUBLIC SHIPS OF THE NAYY TO 0O
TO ANY PORT.

MARITIME COMMIESSION 15 ARRANGING TO PLACE TEN OR
TWELYR ADDITIOWAL SHIPS IN THRE NORTH ATLANTIC RUN BETWERN
AMBRICAN PORTS AND GREAT BRITAIN 80 THAT YOU COULD
RELEASE TEN OR TWELVE OF YOUR CARGO BilIPS FOR CARRYINO
CARGO TO THE MIDDLE RAST.

STARK I8 CONSULTING WITH LITTLE AND LAND WITH
SALTEA IN REFEAENCE TO DETAILS.

I AM LOANING TO YOU OUR BEST TRANSPORT SHIPS.
INCIURNTALLY I AM DELIGHTED THAT YOU ARE GOING TO
REINPOACE THE MIDDLE BAST.

FOR YOUR PRIVATE AND VREAY CONFIDENTIAL INFOAMATION
I AM PLANNINO TO MAKE A RADIO ADDRESS MONDAY NIGHT
AELATIVE TO THE ATTACK ON OUR DRSTAOYER AND TO MAKE
PRAFECTLY CLRAR THE ACTION WE INTEND TO TAKE IN THR
ATLANTIC,
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SEPONAR 12, 1941

Hil
I
i
R
il

n“uﬁcm-* t
__un-llm-lnwd |
soviiliiin v, 1041
ﬁmv\‘{/w,_/ i

| |

!




Washington, D. C.
September 11, 1941.

0 The Prime Hinister
TRONM; The Mresident

Upom the recemmendation of Gemeral Narshall,
ldeutenant Gemersl Stanley D. Bubdek is being semt
hlnhhmtthw’isf in the

-Mﬂﬁhﬂanﬂ@
referred %o in Nopkins eabls to you of September
9, 1941. {af




In preparation for the Bussisan sgmuferense, o
President has infovmed the Seeretarises of War end Bavy
that swbstantial commitaents of mmitiend healp mmet be
previded fer Mmasia 5o long as she Tights the ixis.

sllgcations %o Upeat Bvjtata and Russia frem the present
te June 30, 1942 foen imerisa’s smmitiens prodwstion in

e phmit recemmeniations as to the guamtities of rew
and indermediste materisls and mesgfasturing equipmemt
that sould be sade svelladle to Bussia by July first mext.
Ee 15 semviased that substaniisl amd cemprehansise
semnitments should be made %o Bussia by Shwat Britaia
and the Baited Srates at the Nessew cenferense)

Purthornore, the Preaident has iBstrusted the
Seervetaries te give him Sheir rrrﬂl!ir-
to the uitimate over-all predwtisn offert of ilmpertant
items needed for vistery. It 10 his inteation emee this
infermatien is svailable t2 sot in metion ifamediataly
plaas feor a very substantisl iBerease ia the sutput of
mmitisns by this seamtry,

With this isfermatiss availabls, the Presidest
propeses that a seafereies be held ia Leadsn shayt

SERpAENEE L5Ts Sotiiis b abbienl Pl 8 o



gevermnant and correspending offieials of the British
goverament fer the purpese, first, te ptate the ameuwmt
of material aid, iseluiing that already sllecated %
the British gevermmsmt, vhish this goveulnent 19

' pregered te male avallable by July 1, MR, and te
diseuss with the Mritish offieials the allesatiens whiech
vill be made therefrem feor the purpese of alding Mussia,
and, setend, te obtain frem the British effisials the
semplete sstimate of what British requirensnts for
material add frem this cowmtey will de in erder %
asosmplish s vietery ever the Auis pevers.

™e PFrecidemt hepes that ot the Lenden coliferense
a deeiafen can Yo Posched, Mudjeet % i sad Whe Prime
Binistartis approval, as te e ald % do fwrnished
Ressis and Gpeat Britaia to Suly 101, Be scasiders 18
sssential that the twe Betsien miseions be Jetrusted
te commumdsate to the Russian Covermment the definite
aid te be furnished by the Asericen amd Dritish
goveraments prier to Suly 1941. Thess nissisns sheuld
alse ehtaia frem the Bwesian Bevesmmend Mull iafermntien
of Russian produstion capasity and Dassisn requirenmmts
frea sutside sourees neeessary o keep the Bussisa
forees 1A the field fer the purpese of defeating the
Axis pewers.

Fith reference te the Vietery Predimsiien Pragrea,
the wnderstanding of British and Bussisn requirenents
will make it possible te ezamine all meeds with 2 view
of imsegrating sad relating them te the realitiss of
preductiom pessibilities.

037¢
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The Fresidemt has instrusted our missiem 0
leave oa Baturday the thirtesnth. They sheuld o ia
Lenden by the fifvesnth. It seems te the Presidemt
the senferenses imdisated abeve could be Rold dwring
the nemt four or five days and therefore the date of
the Nosoow cenferemse sould be placed avound the 25tk
of Boptapber insteed of the first of Ostedse. It
u—u_ﬁmuﬂ-um-tmm.-mtm:
recent ocbhle the sesher this missien gots Yo Nesow
the better, . '

If the foregeing meets with the Prime Einister's
someurrenss, it 4o requested that the Presidemt be
iafermed te this SfTest at the earlisst cenvenienee.

~dmran
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TO: AMEMBASSY ) m&lﬁﬂ |
LONDON ' kel

FOR THE FORMER NAVAL PERSON FROM THE PRESIDENT

In preparation for the Russian conference, I have
informed the Secretaries of War amd WNavy that substantial
commitments of munitions help must be jrovided for Russia
s0 long as she fights the Axis. These departments will
subtmit to me by September 10th thair recommendations of
production allocations te Great Britain and Russia frem
the present to June 30, 1942 from America's munitioms
prukuetinn in excess of our own minimum reguirements.

I have also instructed the Office of Production Management
to submit recommendations as to the imt:lthl of fw"m
~‘\:l.tld:r4_n:'nm.n1:- materials and manufacturing |qupﬁt that
‘eould be made available to Russia by July first next.

] am convineed that substantial and comprehenszive

commitments should be made to Russia by Great Britain
and the United States at the Moscow comferemce.

Furthersore, I have imstrueted the Beerestaries te
give me their tentative cenclusioms as to the witimate
over-all productiom effort of l.lplrtllt items needed
for wvictory. It is my intentien omce ﬂu.' information
is available to set in motion iamediately plams fer a
very substantial increase in the sutput of munitioms
by this eosmtry.

l 0380
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With this informetion available, I propose that

a conference be held in London about September 15th between

high military officlals of this goverrment and corresponding

officials of your govermment for the purpose, first, t-

state the amount of material aid, including that already

allocated to your government, which this government is

prepared to make available by July 1, 1942, and to disouss

with your officials the allocatioms which will be made

therefrom for the purpose of aiding Russia, and, second,

to obtain froa your officlals the complete setimate of

what your requirements for material aid frem this scountry

will be in order to accomplish a vietory over the Axls

v O T N BT £ 1 S TN P S A e AN T 1

powers.

I hope that at the London conference a decision ean’
be reached, subject to our apprﬂl‘ml,: as to the ald to be
furnished Russia and Oreat Britain to July 1942, I
consider it essential that our two Russian missions be
instructed to communicate to the Russiasn Government the
definite aid tq be furnished by our governmants prior to
July 1942. These missions should also obtain from the
Russian Govermment full informatlion of Russian production
capacity and Russian requirements from outside sources
necessary to keep the Russian forces in the field for .
the purpose of defeating the Axis powers. ’

b o
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With reference to the Victory Preduction Program,
the understanding of British and Russian requirements
will make it possible to examine all needs with a view
of integrating and relating them to the realities of
productiom possibilities.

I have instructed our mission to leave on
Saturday the thirteenth. They should be in Londom by
the fifteenth. It seems to me the cenferences indicated
above could be held during the next four or five day»s
and therefors the date of the Mescow conferance could be
piaced arcund the 25th of September instead of the first
of October. It seems to me in the light of your receat
gable the seoner this mission gets to Moscew the better.

If the foregoing meets with your cencurrence, I
request that you inform me to this effect at your
earliest comvenience.

I 0382



In preposeiion for Wie Bascien sonforspes, I hove infesasd \»Gﬁh

et Poumstunien of Pay ol sy thed suletomiisl emelimmie of
uim“uhwm“-m-ﬁmq\?q\f" )
We Anls. Theos depertesnte will submit te m \y Suphesber J00h o
-ur--inh--lpu-u--u-uh-i--n-un--lf/f
Busads fren %he peogend Be June B9, LS fyes Aeerige's sanitime
prednsidon ta smives of ooF oon Ninlkeen reqmivesesde. [ hove alse
belerroied W i¥ies of FRefmsiien Femmgumed 6 oSh rosimsde
tiens vo 00 B MERbiWe of Fur ol imboemefiate mbarinle we
sl aotnring MpPiguens Tt emld W meds crelleds o ReEs by
duly Thout eeab. 1 ae eeordened Ped eeferbemiiblel abd Seapeshensive
ssanitnssts wheuld be mads So Buseis By Gvent Britels end the
Baibed Bwbie i Gho Heoosy b veueda .

Pastharusee, I have incteusted Whe Gnerstarics o ghve m
tholr tentoddee somslmstens ss bs Sim wittende eves-all prednstien
offert of Lupevtund items sesded fow viebawy.

Woh whiz hdegmniies oesdlelde, I prepecs thed o ecdievents
e edd b beades shund lopiesber LB wrincen Wik sllMesy wiftadels
o iy poiaeed abl stevempeubisg off kstels of pewd geveiessml fur
e purpses, fiwed, te shoide the seeund of mderiel oid, tesbuddeg

0363



et alresdy slletsted 44 pour govermment, whish this govermmssd Lo

sffisiale the allosatisns whish vill be made Shorefren for the Jupese
of slding Mascia, snd, scomnd, %o shiaia frem pour offisials e
waplete sokimmis of what Fver roguirfemests {wr maberisl sid frem
this eonmley will b ia erder 4o ssssmplish o visheny ever bie

Axie povers.

I hage that o the Lenden sonfovense & detdsisn sem Yo reschad,
shjest be our approval, a8 % %he add %o be Ponished Resels and
Geeed Dritaia te July 1048, 1 consider 1t cossablal thed sur b
B vien mlscfens b Lnrbiurted ie seamelovks %o L Borodsd Soveime
ment the definite add %o Do furniched iy our govesumeste pries be
duly 1948. Tees wiseiens should alse shdaia frem the Bapeise
Govessmend full fafeowsties of Bmssien prednetion copasity sad
Rmosisn roquiremsgts FPem muiside searese Slosiiody 4o Doap e
Bnssien feress i the flald for s parpese of dafeating e
iwde powers.

FiLh referwnce o Sbs Tiodosy Prodmeties Pregres, ibe wndes—
stending of Dritich end Buselsn roguirensets will sl 1% pesefdle
e emmmine all neads with & viev of Lndegreting and peloding them
e the reciitise of predusticen peesidilitdes.

LS Gt foeegeisg sewic Wil PEST coRemeTERSs, | Feghee) ied



FOR MR. HOPKINS

The following is a paraphrase of London's telegrem
no. k204, daged September 10, 11 pumes - . .

from Mr. Churchill for My, Hopkins,
verbrook and I are very satisfied with the

"  arrengements which you proposed in your telegram of ‘l-nm.
From this point I will oarry on, end all arrangements Are
hﬂ.n._g made agoordingly here,. *

813 0
o TR
-
:

REGRADTD UNCLASSIFIED




DEPARTMENT OF STATK

————

OCONFISENT LAL
PARANERAEE
Telegram no. vy Dated: WM/ A p.s.
Fremt R Res'd: gAML Setd pua.

_H-mm-_mn.
RMAT SePRTEA,

hied Benvaviresk ant 1 ave in the mesh oseplsts
mmm“mtﬂthﬂ
S0st sesvet Yelegrem of the Senth insteat sad
ve ae saking 311 Restosry prmperaiisss. e
party vill be cavrisd frem Reve W ®e.

: REGRADTD UNCLASSIFIED
mﬂﬂi
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17 September 1911

Telegram from Roosevelt to Churchill, dated 17 September 19l1.
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TELEGRAM
Leptesber 47, 4941

LUNDON

FOR THE FOARMER MAVAL PEHEON FROM THE PAESIDENT

FOR YOUR CONPIDENTIAL INFORMATION I HELD A
PRELIMINARY CONFERENCE ON TANK PRODUCTIOn THIE WORNING.
PREGENT PRODUCTION BCHEDULE 16 COMING ALONG VERY WELL
ARD OOBS UP BACHE MONTH UNTIL IT REACHES 1400 A MONTH IN
MAY 1942. I AM MAKING EVERY EFFORT TO ACCELERATE THIS
RATE BOT MORR I1:PORTANT I AM GOING TO DEVELOF A PROGRAM
¥HICH I HOPE WILL DOUBLE Tils MONTHLY CAPACITY AND QET
OOR FULL TANK CAPACITY UP TO A WINIMOM OF 2500 A MONTH
AND A MAXIMOM OF 3000 A MONTH. AB BOON AS 1 CAN HOLD A
FURTHER CONFRAENCE WITH THE ARMY ON MONDAY OR TUEBSDAY
OF NEXT WEEX 1 WILL CABLE THE EXACT NUMBERE OF TANKS
WHICHE CAN BE EXPORTEL FAOM THI1S COUNTRY EACH NONTH
BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 1, 1941 THROUGH JUNE 1942. THE
FUMBER WILL BE SUBSTAFTIAL AND I THINK BOT A DISCOURACING
ONE FROM TH® POINT OF VIEW OF OUR TWO MIBSIONS GOING TO
HOBCON,

YOU HAVE UNCOUBTECLY BEEN ADVISRED BY THE ADMIRALTY
THAT THE TRANSPORT PLAN HAE BEEN COMPLETED.

0388




THE WHITE HOUSE

\

September 18, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR M1oS8 TULLY:

THE PRESIDENT SENT THIS

CABLE LAST N1GHT.

gARRY L. HOPKINS

1
. I.
s H e} [ is " -
- A iy . m‘*ww
.

0389



25 Septesber 1941

Telegram from Roosevelt to Churchill, dated 25 Septesber 1901,

-
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TOr AMEMBASEY Sept ember 25, 1941

LORDON

FOR THE FORMER NAVAL PERGON FROM THE PRESIDENT.

I WIRED HARRIMAN JUST BRFORE HE LEFT THAT THE
FOLLOWING KRUMBER OF TANKE WOULD BE AVAILABLE FOR
EXPORT BY MONTHE A8 FOLLO¥WE:

MEDIUM TANKBS OCTOBER 114 NOVEMBER 184 DECEMEER 304
JANUARY 415 FEBRUARY 425 MARCH 435 APRIL 520 MAY 810
JUNE 785 TOTAL 3994.

LIGHET TANKES OCTOBER 183 NOVEMBER 180 DECEMBER 180
JANUARY 100 FEBRUARY 110 MARCH 300 APRIL 300 MAY 300
JOUNE 300 TOTAL 1953.

1 HAVE BINCE NOTIFIED HARRIMAN THAT FIFTY MORE .
TAWEE WILL BE AVAILABLE PRIOR TO JANUARY L. THE NUMBER
OQUTLINED ABOVE ARE MINLMUM FI0UREE EECAUSE 1 HAVE
DIRECTED THAT PROCUCTION DURING THE NEXT NINE MONTHE BE
INCARAERD BPY TEN OR FIFTEEN PERCENT. 1IN ADDITION TO
THAT WE ARE PLANNING TO INCAREASE OUR TOTAL PRODUCTION
MEARLY TWOFOLD. THE TANKS AVAILABLE FOR EXPORT ARE
IRRREPECTIVE OF SOURCE OF FUMDE UBED TO BUILT THEM.

WE ARE KEEPING ONLY A VERY MODEST NUMBEER FOR OURBELYES.

ROOGEVELT

REGR2ADET
HENCLLSSY s

0391




30 September 19L1

Telegram from Roosevelt to Churchill, dated 30 September 19Ll.
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THHOUGH RAYY RADIO

TELEGRAM

|||||||’ SEPTEMBER 30, 1941

TO1 AMEAICAN EMBAGSY
LONDON

FOR THE FORMER NAVAL PERSON FROX THE PRESIDENT

1 HAVE CABLED OUR MIBSION IN MOSCOW TODAY THAT
WE CAN MAKE AVAILABLE FPROM JULY 1, 1942 TO
JANUARY 1, 1943 1200 TANKS A MONTH FOR ENGLAND AND
RUSSIA COMBINED; FROM JANUARY 1, 1943 TO JULY 1, 1943
2000 TANKS A MONTH, I TOLD OUR MISSION TO MAKE A
COMMITMENT TO RUSSIA OF 400 TANKS A MONTH BRGINNING
JULY 1 IN ADDITION TO THOSE ALREADY PROMISED AND
ADVISED THEM AFTER CONSULTATION WITH YOUR REPAESENTATIVES
TO INCREASE THE AMOUNT GTILL FURTHER IF THAT BREMED
DESIRABLE,

WE ARE MAKING COMMITMENT TO THE RUSSIANS OVER
AMD ABOVE THE COMMITMENTS MADE 7O JULY 1 OF 3600 COMBAT
PLANES BETWERN JULY 1, 1942 AND JULY 1, 1943.

THIS LARGE INCREASE IN THE TANKS 18 DUE TO OUR
DOUBLING OUR WHOLE TANK PRODUCTION & WE ARE GOING TO
PUT THE PRODUCTION TO WRLL OVER 2500 TANKS A MONTH,

REGRADE -
RINCLASSF (=
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SEPTEMBER 2§,1944
FROM: OPNAY
TO : ALUSNA LONDON(AMERICAN EMBASSY)
FROM THE PRESIDENT FOR THE FORMER NAVAL PERSON.

| HAVE CABLED OUR MISSION IN MOSCOW TODAY THAT WE

CAN MAKE AVAILABLE FROM JULY 1, 1942 TO JANUARY 1, 1943
1299 TANKS A MONTH FOR ENGLAND AND RUSSIA COMBINED;
FROM JANUARY 1, 1943 TO JULY£3943, 299 TANKS A MONTH.
| TOLD OUR MISSION TO MAKE A COMMITMENT TO RUSSIA OF
409 TANKS A MONTH BEGINNING JULY 1 IN ADCITION TO THOSE
ALREADY PROMISED AND ADVISED THEM AFTER CONSULTATION
WITH YOUR REPRESENTATIVES TO INCREASE THE AMOUNT STILL
FURTHER IF THAT SEEMED DES|RABLE.

WE ARE MAKING COMMITMENT TO THE RUSSIANS OVER AND ABOYE
THE COMMITMENTS MADE TO JULY 1 OF 36§ COMBAT PLANES BE-
TWEEN JULY 1, 1942 AND JULY 1, 1943,

WE ARE COING TO PUT THE PRODUCTION OF TANKS TO WELL OVER
2509 A MONTH. THIS LARGE INCREASE IN TANKS 18 DUE TO OUR
DOUBLING OQUR WHOLE TANK PRODUCTION.
SIGNED ROOSEVELT.

COPY FOR THE WHITE HOUSE.
CR §118.
NOTE: (REPRODUCTION OF THIS M

AUTHO

A
HOR | ZED .EXCEPT BY SP
RETARY OF THE NAVY

REGRADED 5

e ]
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E 1AL ll ARY FORM
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THE WHITE HOUSE \
WASHINGTON

October 1, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR MISS TULLY:

WILL YOU PLEASE SHOW THIS TO
THE PRESIDENT FOR HIS APPROVAL AND
LET ME KNOW IF HE SENDS IT?

HARRY L. HOPKINS

w
£
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7 October 1941

Telegram from Roosevelt to Churchill, dated 7 October 15L1.
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REGR¢ DED A X
UNCLAbO: b 2 October 7, 1941 \Lﬂ‘\@‘*
¢ Y

[ —— .

FRrOM: THE PRESIDENT

TO: A FORMEER LAVAL PERSON

At this very late date I deeply repret necessity of
reopening with you whal had been apgreed on in ressrd to Amerieosn
Flag Navy opersted transports golng to England for sroposed
troop movement to Near East,.

I do so with utrost confidence that you will saympatheti-
cally conalder the problem and my frank stutement of it.

I have determined to send & message to Congress in the
immedliate future recomrending sweeping amendments to our
Heutrality Act. I am convinced that nhuE Act is serlously
erippling our means of helping yous I want not only to arm
all of our ships but I want to get the euthority from Congress -
to send American Flagshi s directly into British ports. After
long conferences with congressional leuders, I have reached
the conolusion that it would be disastrous to this legislation

if one of our transports proeceeding to or fror Britalh and in
i
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Britiah waters or British port,were to be sunk, when nanned

#Pi,bﬁ‘d"
by U.S. lavy officers und men. Such zn event might fmet n:.'.n_lg'

our Lend<Lease and other ““MM

tho = . (] bellave th

M Compianids )
M‘WG‘MWMM

o

I appreciate to the full your dilemme of rearranging

plens for transfer of men to Neur East Eﬂn—;w

_Of trevTronls only esertiumof—the pAjar smeieci

I heve glven careful study to other meuns of
accomplishing seme ultimate objective.

As & first alternative, 1 suggeat :,ruu;.}lnd hlrtﬂ
g'!_-)transfur from your shlps under repalr here, encugh offlegers
and men to man our six trunsports. This would take a total

-
‘dY about 3,000 officers and men. The ships would then sail

from Cunsdlan ports under British Flag and with Britlsh crews

under Lend-Lense arrangementsa. ; s

¥ it
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The aﬁnonﬂ alternative would be for U.5. to eontinue
manning these six trunsports, send them to lHelifax, you to
send the troops to board transports in Helifax. We would then
transport the ;E:ZE::E:EEi"thrﬂugh Western Hemisphere wuters
and thence to Near Eaat destlipatlion., We belleve, if considered
advisable by Navy Department and Admiralty, we could escort
this fast convoy all the way.

I feel that one of the tvwo foregolng alternatives 1=
necessary in order not to jeopardize thu&ﬂgm}u eliminate
the restrictions under whioh we are now operating, or to break
down g;ﬂﬂiﬂg public sentiment for poliey of mdditional ald
and cause thla sentiment to reverse itself. Of the two alter-

.fdc..d-c-—-r )t‘l"-*-"'-*_
nativea offered, I prefer the first, namely ycureflndlng)prnws

to man transports.

ﬂ%w...m hd Bdiminoh Gk S

z- . M»mmd.m #‘-"‘"/""/
| i QEL&Luﬁ-é:f
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October 7, 1941

*
FROM: THE FPRESIDENT
TO: A FOEMER MNAVAL PERSON

At this very late date I deeply regret necessity of
reopening with you what had been agreed on in regard to American
Flag Navy operated transports golng to England for proposed
troop movement to Near East.

I do so wlth utmost confidence that you will sympatheti-
cally consider the problem and my frank statement of it.

I have determined to send a message to Congress in the
immediaste future recommending sweeplng amendments to our
Heutrality Act. I am convinced that that Act is seriously
erippling our means of helping you. I want not only to arm
all of our ships but I want to get the euthority from Congress
to send Amerloen Flagships directly into British porta. After
long conferences with congressional leaders, I have reached
the conclusion that it would be disastrous to this legislatlon

if one of our transports proceeding to or from Britalh and in

——
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British waters or Br;tish port,were to be sunk, when manned

by U.S. Navy officers and men. Such an event might set back
our Lend-Lease and other aid disastrously. After mature study
and thuught..r am compelled to tell you that I belleve the risk
of this proposed voyage outweighs the broader and longer range
picture.

I appreciate to the full your dilemma of raurrang;ng
plans for transfer of men to Near East, even though the totel
of these men is only a portion of the major project.

I have glven careful study to other means of
accomplishing seme ultimate uhjeativa.

As a first alternative, I suggest you send here,
or transfer from your ships under repair here, emough offlcers
and men to man our six transports. This would take a total
of about 3,000 officers and men., The ships would then sall

1
from Canadian ports under British Flag and with British orews

under Lend-Lesase arrangements.

-
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The second alternative would be for U.8. to continue
mannimg these six transports, send them to Halifax, you to
gsend the troops to board transports in Halifax. We wculﬁ_than
transport the whole outfit through Western Hemlsphere waters
and -thance tqﬁﬂ&ar East destication. We believe, if considered
advisable by Mavy Department and Aﬂmirelty. we could escort
this fast convoy all the way.

!
I feel that one of the two foregoing alternatives is
necessary in order not to Jeopardize the program toc eliminate
the restrictions under which we are now operating, or to break

down growing public sentiment for poliey of sdditlonal aid

and cause this sentiment to ré&arge itgelf. Of the two alter-

-

netives offered, I prefer the first, namely your sending crews

here to man trnnapnﬁpa.

-
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October ?, 1941"

FROM: THE PRESIDENT
TO: A FORMER NAVAL PERSON

At this wvery late date I deeply regret necessity
of re-opening with you what had been agreed on in regard
to American Flag Navy u;lnerated transports goling tu_]!:nglanﬂ
for proposed troop movement to Near East.

I do so with utmost confldence that you will
gympathetlcally consider the problem ¥ oty frank statement
of 1it.

After long mnférencua with Congressional leaders
in régard to repeal of ce;l’e@in seotions of our Neutrallty

1
%

Act, especlally fregarding arming U. 8. merchant ships

end permission to send them diregt under American Flag
and with Americen crews into Britisk ports, I have
reached conclusion that Enr politicel ‘reasons and publioe

Huppnrﬂit would be dlsestrous to’enlar program of

ald to Britein if one of our transports, eeding to

i KOk waline m&2TNA Yoo |

or from Britain, were to be sunk, when manned U, B,
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Nevy officers and men, ITror—meny Errsdiab-watersox in g—)

rit uoh an event might set back our Lend-Lease
and other aid disastrously. After meture study and thought,
Fad .
I am compelled to|decide )that the risk of this proposed
1

voyage outwelghs the broader and longer range plcture.

I appreciate to the full your dilemma of rearranging
plans for transfer of men to Near East, even though the
total of these men is only & portion of the major project.

I have glven careful study to other means of

eccomplishing same ultinnt._a objaatite.[;n such & way as

M H?‘ e )'g'-—«-..«.. ’

to greatly modify the politiesl and-'pu‘hlic opinion dunger‘lfu. !

A

As a Tirst alternative, I suggest you send here,
or trensfer from your ships under repair here, enough
officers and men to man our six transports. This would

take a totael of about 3,000 officers and men. The ships

would then aailnunﬂar British Flag and with British orews
. H-\-}'

under Lend-Lease arrangements. (Thiu would involve delay

. S W ‘9
of two or three waeks.)
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The second mlternative would be for U. 8. to
co;tinua manning these wix transports, send them to
Halifax, you to send the troops to board transports 1n
Halifax. We would then transport the whole outfit
through Western Hemisphere waters and thence to Near
East destination. We believe, if considered advisable
by Nevy Department and Admliralty, we could escort thls

fast convoy ell the way.

L
Furthe rmore, 1f this method were decided on we

L ﬁl‘--i“-' L’L H-'{""LL ,fa .wh.n-{é-i_
b _,,I
(eould assure you of}a second similar trip to be under-

taken immedlately after return of theae slx ships from
At iy A Akt e

s P &
A P ) &'i g -~ e e
the first trip. o e 7 i /
0 f"l ol ff"-a." et r"-" HAL x:—ﬂ-'lﬂ/‘rw ?’;g---.— ? -...-Lr{"p'—-ﬂ- e --"-’I-l

I reslize what en awful hole this puts you in,

rLf‘:_Fr.a-ﬁuﬂi-n-? | H}—-—-—nuh——‘ﬂ‘p -‘-J-:j-._

but from the long-range polnt of wvilew, I want nothing
AR S S s T T e Vi A
to atugtm-ﬁm-ﬂﬂﬁm&m—nr to break down

growing public sentiment for policy of additional aid

and cause this sentiment to reverse 1tsalrj.ﬂiu '{:;-., 47
aitenalicia f*[n._.:.d’ ,@/6_. ‘/"L.-i_- /LLW ‘e, Y.

7""“\-—'&-— o B BE A rL‘ﬂ"‘? ™D "‘_.ri_.. ‘z; Mt Z"-‘i"!hhf,/gf‘r/(-‘"“
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8 October 19k

Telegram from Roosevelt to Churchill, dated 8 October 19kLl.

Answers Churchill's telegram #4730 to the President, dated
5 October 1941, filed hereln.

Pituimy aa
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Lo S
TO1 AMEMBASSY
LowDox

SEVEE FOR THE FORMBE NAVAL PERASON FROM THE PARSIDENY

I SHALL BE LOOKING FORWARD TO SERING ATLER.

1 AN ALSO DELIGHTED WITH THE OUTCOME OF THR
MOSCOW CONFERENCE. TEB IMPORTANT THINO NOW 15 TO ONY
THEE GOODS TO THEM,

ADMIRAL BTARK TELLS ME THAT THE DIFFICULT PROBLEM
1 PRESENTRD TO YOU YESTERDAY 16 OF THE WAY TO A
SOLUTION WITH REGARD TO WHICH I APPRECIATRE YOUR
COOPERATION.

REGRADED

sua/sa UNCLASSIFIBO

10 i
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11 October 1910

Letter from Roosevelt to Churchill, dated 11 October 19l

-y
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Qotober 11, 1941.

My dear Mr. Churchilli-

It appears desirable that we should
soon nn:nnﬂ or comwerse comoerning the subjeot
which is er study by your MAUD sommittes, and
by Dr. Bush's organiszationm in this counmtry, in
order that aay ertemied efforts may be coordimated
or evem joimtly conduoted. I suggest, for idemti-
fication, that we refer to this subjeoct as HAUDSOK.

1 send this message by Nr. Hovde,
head of the London offleoe of our seientifio
organisation, as he oan, if peeessary, identify
the subjeot more npnuitlr. Or ARSWer your
questions comserning the form of orgaaisation
by which it is mow being bandled in this country.

With every good wish,

Always sinocerely,

The Bomorable
Wimston Churehill,
Prime Minister of Great Britainm,

10 Downing Street,
London,
England.
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M DRAFT OF LETTER
f B

The Honorable Winston Churchill,
10 Downing Street, :

LonEPn, land.
]
My dear M=, Churchlll:

It appears desirable that we should socon corres-
pond or converse concerning the subjeet which is under

study by your MAUD committee, and by Dr. Bush's crgeni-

zation in this country, in order that any extended efforts

may be coordinated or even Jointly conducted. I suggest

for identification,that we refer to this subject as

e b=

I send this message by Mr. Hovde, head of tné London

office of our scientific organization, as he ecan, if

necessary, identify the subject more explliecitly, or answer

your questions concerning the form of organization by

which it is now beinz handled in this country.

Very sincerely yours,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 11, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR DR. VANNEVAR BUSH

I have sent the letter, as you
suggested, and I suggest we fill in
the blank, not with a letter of the
alphabet, but with the word "Maudson".

I enclose the letter to Mr.
Churchill with that notation in it.

Is this all right?

F. D. R.

REGRADED
DPNCLASSIFIED
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FROM THE OFFICE OF
V. BUSH

October 13, 1941.
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Unless you instruct otherwilse,
I will change the code word in the
letter from Maudson to Mayson. On
Friday I will seal it, and dellver
" it to Hovde, with explicit instruc-
tions. He will leave by plan@
Monday or very soon thereafter.

I suggesl the change because
I fear that the word Maud may convey

too much. Someone may know on what
the Maud Committee is working.

(Signed) Y. B,
V. Bush

OI KI
F- D. RI



18 October 1541

Telegram from floosevelt to Churchill. Not dated, but filed under
date of 18 October 15L1.

A copy of this telsgram, with notation "hged 18 October 1903,
handed (along with other documents in a sealed envelops) to
Pra«ident fAoosevelt by Frime Minister Churchill either on

2 or 3 January 1912. This cooy filed under date of
2 January 19k2.

Rt | # S
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Ky dear Er. Becrstary:
I am sending you the message whieh 1 received
from Churehill the other day and a draft of a

reply shich has beem prepared in the Departament of
Agriculture.

1 wiah you would have this reviewed by the Btate
Department befors it is transaitted to Lomfom.
Yery sincerely yours,

Eneclesure. /\‘:
\/\
Tue Honorable \
. The Becretary of Btate. , \'\\ '
{
- \
HL8/1ab A \
10/15/41 4
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THE WHITE HOUSE )
WASHINGTOMN

October 15, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Here 13 a draft of an answer to
the cable on wheat that Churchill sent
you the other day. It was prepared
by Agriculture and has been approved
by Milo Perkins.

I suggest that you send Secretary
Hull the attached note.

HARRY L. HOPKINS

i

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library I
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U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL RELATIONS
WABHINGTOM, D. C.

Oct, 11, 1941,

Mr, m“ !

Attached is a suggested reply
to the cablegram received through
Ambassador Vinant, This reply has
been prepared after consulting with
Paul Appledy, who recently discussed the
vheat agreement with British officials
in London, and with Harry Hawkins of
the Btate Department,



TELEGRAM

e RECGRADEY?

TOs ANENMBASBEY i :
GLP\ 'b‘-tf‘ Jl':sA.i.
LONLCON Il!!" »

SEGRET FOR THE FORMER NAVAL PERSON FROM THE PRESIDENT

The view expressed in your note transmitted by
Ambassador Winant in telegram No, 4796, Ootober 8, has
been carefully considered. 1 fully agree that the
Wheat Agreemsnt should avoild any impression of forcing
wheat importing countries of RBurope, as a conditiom of
imsediate post-war relief, into commitments wshich they
hed no part in formulating and see no objection to your

instructing your delegution to emphasize this consideration

in the discussions. I should like, however, to offer
the following genersl comments with respect to our
attitude on the subjeoct of the wheat discussions.

We have not looked upom these discussions as a
conference in any formal seaise but rather asz a meeting
of competemt experts im a position to reflect the views
of their respective governments on one importaat problea
in the general field of Anglo-American collaborationm,
We hope that it will be possible to find a large area
of agresmant on the part of the four overssas exporting
countries and the United Kingdom as to the means of
umu.l' the world wheat problem on an internmational
basis. It 1» our feeling that marked progress was made
in this direction in the discussions durimg last July
and August,

0417
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60 far as the forthcoaming discussions are concerned,
1 may say that we hold no brief for the precise form or
wording of the draft prepared during the meeting of last
July. There are undoubtedly & number of points that will
need to be revised in the light of the atudy that has
been given to the gquestion by the warious goveraments
sinoe the discussions were adjourned last August. We
attach special importance at this Jjuneture to what seems
to us to be two vital aspects of any effective
international wheat agreement, namely, first, the
equitable sharing of such post-war market as may be
available to the four overseas exporting coumtries,
including the queations of distridbution of wheat for
relief after the war, the establishment of the prinmciple
of an interpational ever normal granary on a practical
working basis, and, second, the cooperation of the United
Kingdom as the world's greatest wheat importing country
in comstructing an international wheat agreement shieh
will work to the mutual benefit of both importing amd
exporting countries.

Boms provisions dealing broadly with the
cooperative and complementary relation of Buropeana
production programa to those of the exporting countries
probably should be included, otherwise the damger of
adverse propaganda would still resain., I would,

04i¢




_
therefore, suggest your delegates be instructed to deal
with the provisions relating to the production of
importing countries in such manner as to minimize the
danger of adverse propaganda. One way of doing this
might be by flatly indicating that the approval and
cooperation of such countries will be sought after the
war and before the agreement becomes effective., This
frankness together with the promise of wheat for relief
distribution in Burope might be good offensive propaganda.
1 am entirely in sgreesment with you as to the
importance of considering the interest of Russlia in this
satter but it seems to me it should be entirely feasible
to arrive at a framework which will leave the way open

for Aussian adherance.

/1 10/13/ W
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mnd reply to Ambassador Winant's telegram No, 4796, Oct, 8, 1941,
M

The view expressed in your note transmitted by Ambassador
Winant in telegram No, 4798, October B, has been carefully considered,
I fully sgree that the Wheat Agreement should avold any impression of
forcing wvheat importing countries of Europe, a&s a condition of immediate
post-war relief, into commitments which they had no part in formnlating
and sees no objection to your instructing your delegation to emphasisze
this consideration in the discussions. I should like, however, dsbadeoe
thisspperimrtty to offer the following general comments with respect
to our attitude on the subject of the wheat discussions,

¥e have not looked upon these discussions as a confersnce in
any forsal ssanss but rathsr as & mesting of compatent axperts in a
position to reflect the views of their respective governments on one
osaorste—and important problem in ths general fleld of Anglo-American
collaboration, wwquu hope that it will be
possible to find a large area of agreement on the part of the four
overseas exporting countries and the Tnited Kingdom as to the means of
tackling the world vheat problem on an international basis. It is our
feeling that marked progress was made in this direction im the dis-
cussions during last July and August,

8o far as ths forthcoming discuseions are concerned, I BAY say
that we hold no brief for the preciss form or wording of ths draft pre-

pared during the meeting of last July, There ars undoubtedly a number
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of polnts that will need to be revised in the light of the study that
has been given to the qusstion by the warious governments since the
discussions wers adjourmed last August, LI‘W'IH‘M
Ty we attach special importance at this Juncture to what ssexito us
to be two vital aspects of any effective international wheat agreement,
namely, first, the equitable sharing of such post-war market as may be
available to the four overseas exporting countries, including the
~quastions of distribution of wheat for relisf after ths war, ths sstab-
lishment of the principle of an international ever normal granary on
a practical worklng basis, and, second, the cooperation of the United
Eingdom &s the world's greatest wheat importing country in constructing
an international wheat agresment which will work to the mutual benefit
of both imrgh; and exporting countries,

Iam m; in agreement with you as to the importance of
considering the interest of Ru.ni_l in this matter but it seems to me

i1t should be entirely feasible to arrive at a framework which will leave

the way open for Enssian adherence,
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ECONOMIC DEFENSE BOARD
WASHINGTON, D. C.

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Oecotber 13, 1941

Mr. Harry Hopkine,
The White House.

Dear Harry:

In view of the time urgency I did not
attempt to re-write this cable although I think
it is a little wordy. I do not, however, disagree
with its subject matter. It seems to me that the
cable could be made a more direct answer by in-
serting a paragraph on page 2 at the point I have
marked. That suggested insert which I have cleared
with Les Wheeler follows:

"Some provisions dealing broadly with the
cooperative and complementary relation of
European production programs to those of
the exporting countries probably should be
included, otherwlse the danger of adverse
propeganda would still remain. I would,
therefore, suggest your delegates be
instructed to deal with the provisions
relating to the production of importing
countries in such manner as to minimize
the danger of adverse propeganda. One

way of doing this might be by flatly
indicating that the approval and co-
operationg of such countries will be sought
after the war and before the agreement
becomes effective. This franimess together
with the promise of wheat for rellef dis-
tribution in Furope might be good offensive

propaganda.”
Sincerely yours,

s

Executive Director.
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Oootber 13, 1941

Mr. Harry Bopkins,
The Whits House.

Dear Harry:

In view of the time urgency I did not
attempt to re-write this cable although I think
it is = little wordy. 1 do not, however, disagree
with its subject matter. It peems to me that the
oable could be made a more direct answer by in-
gerting a paragraph on page 2 at the point I bave
marked., That suggested insert which I have eleared
with Les Wheeler follows:

"Some provisions dealing broedly with the
cooparative and complementary relation of
European production programs to those of
the exporting ocountries probably should be
included, otherwise the danger of adverse
propagandas would still resain. I would,
therefore, suggest your celegates be
i{nstructed to deal with the provislons
relating to the production of imperting
countries in such sanner az to minimise
the danger of adverse jropaganda. One

way of deing this might he by flatly
indieating that the approval and ee-
operations of such countries will be sought
after the war and before the agresment
becomes effective. This frankneas together
with the promise of wheat for relief dis-
tritution in Furope might be good offensive
propaganda.”

Sincerely yours,

Executive Direcctor.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 10, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WHEELER:

THE PRESIDENT ASKED ME TO
SEND THIS TO YOU. WILL YOU PLEASE
READ IT AND RETURN IT WITH ANY
COMMENTS YOU HAVE TO MAKE.

HARRY L. HOPKINS



11 November 15941

Telegram from Roosevelt to Churchill, dated 11 November 19ll.

Also attached is Ambassador Winant's telegram of 1L November 19l1
to the President, referring to the above message,

=il -
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(Yo go in Navy Gode) November 11, 1941,

WINANT
FOR FOMMER HAVAL PERSON

Halifax has asked the Seeretary of War fer
ons of our reports vhish he has petten wiasd of relating
%0 some Amerisan Army opinions as to the eomdition of
the dafense of the British Isles. Frankly thase reports
are oritical and I have asked the Seeretary of War %
give them to Halifax besause I am very confident that
our relations are sush that this eritisism will not be
misunderstood in Briftish Army sireles. They are intended
to be helpful as between two mations working in the alosesst
friendship. I hope you will personally make this elear
%o your army and air people,

ROOSEVELY

eepY %o Besretary Mull
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= of our reports which he has gotten wind of relating to scme
American Amy opinicos as to the condition of the defemse of
the British Isles. Frankly these reports are critlcal and
1 have asked the Secretary of War to give them to Halifax

because I am very confident that our relstions are such that

this eriticism will not be misunderstood in British Ammy circles.

They are intended to be helpful as between two nations working
in the closest frisndship. I hope you will perscnally make
this clear to your army and air peopls.

[ (oky Al

04
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WAR AESARTHENT
WABHINOTOMN

November 8, 1941.

Pergonal and GEEG—_—_

The President,
The White House.

Dear Mr. President:

I am turning over today to Halifax the
estimate upon the defenses of the British Isles. I have
seen him and have gone over it with him, and he is going
to send the estimate to Churchill direct by the air ferry
pouch of next Monday.

I send you herewith the proposed message
you to Churchill which you dictated to me the other
and which I have had written out. It seems to me
right as it is without any change. I showed it to

Halifax and he thought it would be wery helpful 1f you
senit 1t to Churchill,

Faithfully yours,

Bl

Secretary of War.

Franklin D, Roosevelt Library

PGD IR, s200.0 (o/27/58)
Ppte- JUL 78N

ysmature- m e

Lt
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14 NOVEMBER 1941

FROM WINANT (LONDON)
FOR THE PRESIDENT

REGARDING YOUR MESSAGE OF THE 141TH, | PERSONALLY GAVE

YOUR CABLE TO THE PRIME MINISTER., HE UNDERSTOOD PERFECTLY
YOUR GIVING LORD HALIFAX THE MILITARY INFORMATION REFERRED
TO IN YOUR MESSAGE. HE TOLD ME AND | ALSO VERIFIED THE
FACT THAT BOTH THE ARMY AND THE AIRFORCE WERE GLAD TO
RECEIVE OUR ESTIMATES OF THE MILITARY SITUATION IN
ENGLAND. THE PRIME MINISTER DEEPLY APPRECIATED YOUR
THOUGHTFULNESS IN WHAT YOU DID AND YOUR CONSIDERATION

IN NOTIFYING HIM, -

CR $736
COPY FOR THE PRESIDENT.

NOTE: ( nEPnunuctlun OF THIS MATERIAL IN ANY FORM 18
AUTHOR | ZED E:%EET BY gPEBIFIc APPROYAL OF
THE SECRETARY 0

DROLABSIFIED M
By Autbority of :
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11 November 19L1

Exchange of letters between President Roosevelt and Secretary
Hull, enclosing ecoples of the following telegrams:

1.

3

Roosevelt to Churchill #1218, S March 19L40. (Copy of this
telegram filed in Roosevelt-Churchill Correspondence,
1939-19L0. under date of 5 March 15L0.)

Roosevelt to Churchill #872, 16 May 19L0. (Copy of this

telegram filed in Roosevelt=Churchill Correspondence, 1939-
1940, under date of 16 May 19L0O,

Churchill to Roosevelt #1271, 20 May 1940, (Copy of this
telegram flled in Roosevelt-Churchill Correspondence, 1939-
1540, under date of 20 May 1540.)

3 St il

Y
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 11, 1941.

MEMORANDUM TOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

I am glad to have the coples
of my messages to Churchill -~ one
of March 5, 1940 and the other of
May 16, 1940.

The first message was one of
a few which I sent to Churchill
when he was First Lord of the
Aduiralty and before he became
Prime Minister. All such messages
obviously were related to naval
matters. .

The message of May 16th was
sent at Jjust about the time Mr.
Churchill beocame Prime Minister,
and it also relates direotly to
naval matters and was drawn after
oonsultation with the Secretary
of State, Seoretary of the Havy
and Chief of Naval Operations.
Both messages are wholly oon-
sonant with the poliocy of this
Government to give all possible
legal aid to the preservation of
British defense.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
-k

These nesssages, together with
others, might well be called the
precursors of two subsequent logloal
developments., First, the sale for
cash to Oresat Britain, at the time
of and subseyueat to rk, of
various Amy and Navy Squipment
which we considered at"that time
either surplusage or out of date --
such as field guns which so greatly
helped Britain to build its
defense against probable ianvasion
in July, August and September, 1940.

These messages were also pre-
oursors of the arrangement for the
sale of the fifty old Ameriocan
destroyers in excha for the
eight naval bases ch extend
American defense areas a long.
distance to seaward and northward
and southward.

Please show this note %o
Jimmy Dunn.

F. D. R.



s __1
NS DEPARTMENT OF STATE
. -:.'*-.:. ":__g'h ’ WABHINGTON
S November 10, 1941

My dear Mr. President:

Referring to my telephone conversation wlth you
last Saturday, when I gave you the information regard-
ing certain referencee to documents which were connected
with the Tyler Kent case at the American Embasay in Lon-
don in the summer of 1940, I am transmltting herewith
certain messages which passed between you and Mr. Churchill.
The particular message which had a connection with the
Kent caee 1s the meeeage no. 872 to the American Embassy
at London dated May 18, 1840, 1 p.m. I understand you
expressed a desire to have a copy of the Department's
telegrams ihich conveyed these messages.

Falthfully yours,

v
Enclosures:

Certain messages

The President,
The White House.
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JELEGRAM SENT
COPY:38 0 RAY
March 5, 1940

& Palls
AMEAICAN EMEASSY
LONDON

418

R R

Your IBD, Pebruary 28, B p.o.

Plrase convey following measage to the Naval Person
from the Presldent.,

QUOTE Upon my rEturn to Washington, I received your
megssages 1 deeply appreciate your effortn. I am having
thr situation thoroughly studied and will cormunicate with
you further as soon as posaible. END QUOTE

Roosevilt.
HULL
(CWG)

Eur JDH:DG PA/D A-B

REGRADED
UNCLASSIF L
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COPY:83 GRAY
May 16, 1940

1l pamas

KO UISTHI AUTION e
AMERICAN EMBASSY BEGR 2 QED
o PNCLASS)F B

a72

URGENT. — FOR THE AMBASSADOR.

Your 1216, May 15, 6 p.m.

Please transmit the following mesaage from the President
to the former naval peraong

QUOTE I bave Just received your message and 1 am sure it
is unneccasary for me to say thet I am most happy to continue
our private correspondencg as wié have in the past,

I am, of course, glving every pcssible consideration to the
suggestions made in your messnge. I shall take up your specific
proposals ong by ont.

First, with regard to the possible loan of forty or fifty
of our older destroyers. As you know & step of that kind could
not be taken except with the speciflic authorization of the
Congress and I am not cértain that i1t would be wilsg for that
suggeation to be made to the Congreas at this moment. Further-
more, 1t scems to meg doubtful, from the astandpoint of our own
defense requirementa, which must inevitably be linked with the
defense requirements of this hemisphere and with our obligations

in the
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in the Facific, s ether we could dispost gven temporarily of
these Jdestroyers. Fufth:rmnre, EvEn 1f weg were able to teke
the step you supgest, Lt would be at least six or seven weeks
g8 a minimum, as I .see 1t, before these vessels eould undertake
active serviee under the British flag.

Second. We arc now dolng everything within our power to
make it posalble for the Allied Govermmenta to obtain the
leteat types of aircraft In the Unlited 3tateas.

Third. If Mr. Purvis may recelve immediate instructions
to discuss the question of anti-alreraft cquipment and ammunition
with the appropriate sutheritics here in Washington, the most
favorable conslderatlion will be glven to the request made in the
light of our own defense negds and requlrements.

Fourth. Mr. Purvis has elrecady taken up with the appropriate
authorities here the purchast of steel in the United States and
I understand that satisfactory arrangements havi been made.

Fifth., I shall give rurthgr conelderation to your suggestion
with regard to the vislt of the United States Squadron to Irish
porta.

8ixths. As you know, the Amgrlican fleet 1s now concentrated
at Hawall where 1t wlll remain at least for the time bBeElng.

I shall commmicate with you again as soon as I feel able
to make a final declsion with regard to some of the other
matters dealt with in your meseagf sand I hope you will feel free

to communicate with me in thls way at any time.
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The best of luck to you.

UrSW:IJ

TNQUOTE
Pranklin Roosevelt.

HULL
(8m)

0437
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B December 1911

Telegram from Roosevelt to Churchill, dated 8 December 15Ll.
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Decenber 8, 1941,

WINANY
FOR THE FORMER NAVAL PERSON
LONIOX

The Senate passed the all-out
declaration of war eighty-two to
nothing, and the House has passed
1t three hundred eighty-eight to one.
m.riuntu“- llﬁ-lmhn
with you and the pecple Bt the
Bapire and it is o ship whioh will
mot and cenmot be sumk,

¥. Do Re

0439



10 December 1941

Telegram from Roosevelt to Churchill, dated 10 December 1941,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASH INGTON
(SENT AS OPNAV'S 118838 CR @E65)

PERSONAL AND SRR . DECEMBER 12, 1941

FOR FORMER NAVAL PERSON FROM THE PRESIDENT

DELIGHTED TO HAVE YOU HERE AT WHITE HOUSE. IMPOSSIBLE FOR
ME TO LEAVE COUNTRY DURING INTENSIVE MOBILIZATION AND CLARIFICATION
NAVAL ACTION IN PACIFIC,

| KNOW YOU WILL BEAR IN MIND THAT THE PRODUCTION AND
ALLOCAT ION PROBLEMS CAN WD WILL BE WORKED QUT WITH COMPLETE
UNDERSTANDING AND ACCORD. WE. SHALL HAVE TO USE ALLOTTED PLANES
FOR ABTUT THREE WEEKS BUT HOPE TO RESUME SCHEDULE OF SHIPMENTS
TO YOU AND RUSSIA BY JANUARY FIRST. PRACTICALLY ALL OTHER LEND
LEASE ARTICLES ARE CONTINUING TO BE SHIPPED, DETAILS OF PRODUCTION
AND ALLOCATION CAN BE HANDLED AT LONG RANGE.

NAVAL SITUATION AND OTHER MATTERS OF STRATEGY REQUIRE
DISCUSSION,

MY ONE RESERVATIGN 1S GREAT PERSON RISK TO YOU-=--BELIVE
THIS SHOULD BE GIMEN MOST CAREFUL CONSIDERATION FOR THE EMPIRE
NEEBS YOU AT THE HELM AND WE NEED YOU THERE TOO.

THE NEWS |S BAD BUT IT WILL BE BETTER.

WARM REGARDS

ROOSEVELT

REGRADED
PNCLASSIFIEL.
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Decesber 10, 1941,

FOR FORMER NAVAL PERBOR FROM THE PRESIDENT

Delighted to have you here at White House. Impossible
for me %0 lsave couatry during intensive mobllization and
olarifisation maval astlon ia Pacifie.

I know you will bear in mind that the production and
allocation problems can and will be worked out with
eomplete understand and scoord. Ve shall have $0 use.
. allotted planes for t three weeks but hope to resume
schedule of shipments to you and Russia by January firss.
Fractically all other lend lease articles are continuing
to be shipped. Details of produstion and allocation ocan
be handled at long range.

Baval situation and other matters of strategy require
discussion.

Ky ome ressrvation is great person risk %o you -—-
believe this should be giveam most careful oconsideration

for the Empire needs you at the helm and we need you
there to0o.

The news is bad but it will be better.
¥arm regards

REGRADE"
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December 10, 1941. \
FOR FCRMER NAVAL FERSON FROM THE PRESIDENT

LI know you will understand why it is impossible for me
to leave Washington until January sixth. We are in the

throes of mobilization and the preparations for the new
Congress.

The production and allocation problems Ert belRg
worked out with complete understanding and accord.
Because of the naval situation, Hawall and West Coast
we shall have to use allotted planee for about three
weeks but. expeet to resume regular schedule of shipments
to you and Russla by January first. Practically all
other Lend Lease articles are continuing to be shipped.

I wholly agree about the gravity of naval position
eepeclally in Pacific. We aré both of us reduced fo
defenslve fighting in Pacific Ielande and Malaya. Ett
thie moment you cannot help us there and we cannot help
you except with very small American naval forces now
retiring southward from Phillippines.) Only smell
reinforcements on both sides can be sent to that area
immedlately. My first impression is that full discussion
would be more ueeful a few weeks hence than immediately.

However, 1 will wholeheartedly and gladly accept
your opinion on timing. Overjoyed to have you here at
White House, If you come, give consideratioh to
Canadlan route, Bermuda routlf with plane from there,
or sea route all the way.

I know you will disregard anything I may say to
you about the personal risk but I want you to remember
that it 1s essentlal for Emplire and us that you etay
at the helm.

There are a number of things relating to Joint
operatione that we wlll be dlacuesing over the radlo
with you very soon.

e g

Best regards g
REGRADED
F. D. R. ml!‘ Y-

L 0447
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THE WHITE HOUSE
PERSONAL AND WD WASHMGTOMN

December 10, 1541.

FOR FORMER NAVAL PERSCN FROM THE PRESIDENT

In August it was eaey to agree on obvioue main items --
Russian ald, Near Eaet ald and new form Atlantic convoy =--
but I question whether situation in Pacific area is yet
clear enough to make determination of that declsive

character. Delay of even a couple of weeke might be
adventageous.

I would like to suggeet delay in deciselon reference
to conferenge until enr%y stages of mobilization complete
here and situation in Paciflc more clarified, We will

be in eclose touch with you during the next few days
relatlve to Joint operations. Your and our defensive
positioh in the Paclfic requires cur naval staff to do
everything to tighten that up. Belleve developing war
wlll glve both you and me a much clearer pleture as to
whether and when a conference should be held in the

near future. Lod f

! The production and allocatlon prablama[grglbihng?'

. worked out with complete understanding and accord. e

\ Because of the naval sltuation, Hawail and West Coast,
we shall have to_use allotted planee for about three

| weeke but axpect?tn resume regular schedule of shipments

/tn you and Russia by January first. Preactlically all

| other Lend Lease artlcles are continuing tec be shipped.

! I think our Joint Atlantic position is good. Flease

[ let me have your guess as to use of French Fleet agalinst

us.
I suggeet we defer decision on your visit rnrigbaugj
one week. BSituation ought to be much clesrer then.

F. D. R.

REGRADED
PNCLASS\FiE2
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EERSONAL AND NESNNE
December 10, 1941.

FOR FORNER NAVAL PERSON FROM THE FRESIDENT

I know you will understand why it is impossible for me
to leave Washington until January sixth. We are in the
thross of mobilization and the preparations for the new
Congress.

The production and allooation problems are belng
worked out with ete understanding and accord.
Beoause of the naval situation, Hawall and West Coast,
we shall have to use allotted planes for about three
weaks but expect to resume rlfu.h.r schedule of shipments
to you and Russia by January firet. Practically all
other Lend Lease articles are continuing to be shipped.

1 wholly agree about the gravisy of naval position
especially in Pacifie. VWe are both of us reduced to
defensive fighting in Pacific Islands and Nalaya. At
this moment you cannot help us there and we cannot help
you exoept with very saall American naval foroes now
retiring soutbward from Philippines. Only saall
reinforcements on both sides can be sent to that area
ismediately. My first impression is that full discussion
would be more useful a fev weeks hence than immediately.

However, I will wholehsartedly and gladly accept
your inion on timing. Overjoyed to have you here at
White House. 1f you come, give consideratioh to
Canadian route, Bermuda rout¥ with plane from there,
or sea route all the way.

I know you will disregard anything I may say to
you about the personal rlsk but I want you to resember
that 1t 1s essential for Eapire and us that you stay
at the hela.

There are a number of things relating to Joint
operations that we will be discussing over the radilo
with you very soon.

Best regards

RUGRZDED 5.
MNCLAGSIFIED




12 December 19501

Telegram from Roosevelt to Churchill, dated 12 December 1911,

Answers Churchill's telegram #6012, 12 December 1941, filed herein,

L]

{ i BRI Lk
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December 12, 1941

AMERICAN EMBASSY,
LONDOW, (ENGLAND).

TRIPLE PRIORITY

Your 6012, December 12, 1l a.m.

SBENSNNNNNS /.ND PERSONAL FROM THE PRESIDENT FOR
THE PRIME MINISTER. .

Thanks so much for your message., I am in entire
sgreement and orders have already been lssued for the
diversion of the convoy, as requested.

1

HULL

REGRADED
UNCLASSIF ik w
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