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WASHINGTON 1" U
Ay Ay
March 1, 1942 \‘_\ l\ 4N
\_.-'II %

My dear Mr. Fresident:

‘In accordance wlth the reduest you made of me
on Friday, I am enclosing herewith a suggested mes-
sage for you to send to Mr. Ghurchiil in response to
his message to you of February Z27.

I am returning to you herewlth Mr, Churchill's
message, as you reaqueasted.

Believe me

ully yours,

Enc.

The President,

The White House.

DECLABEIFIED
gtate Dept. letter, 1l
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PREPARING OFFICE TO BE TRAMSMITTED
WILL INDICATE WHETHER CONFIDENTIAL CODE
Full rate TELEGH“M SENT HOMCONFIDENTIAL CODE
Collact § Day letter BARTAIN
Night letter A ———— 5c
Chiags P s Bepartment of State
Full rate
Day letter
Night letter DICLASSIFIED Washington,
Charge to By Depnty irchiviet of the U.S.
5 ! FEB 141972 March4f 1942
!'r Ht J. Btewart L"E.‘ts__._.., ‘5

NO DISTRIBUTION

AMERICAN EMBASSY,
LONDCOH.

,V'u //7Z- FOR THE FORMER NAVAL PERSCN FROM THE EEEIDEHT.

The vliews outlined in your telegramfﬁn the adherences
to the United Natlone declaration very closely colnelde
with mine.

I believe we should without cuesticn accept the
adherence of the French National Committee in London,
whenever submitted, but that we should consult as to the
action to be taken on reguests for further adherences from
governments with which we are stlll in official communiecation.

We might then determine at what moment we should bring
the Sovliet Government, and other governments of the United
Hatlons which may be directly concerned, into these
consultations.

As for "free groum “rwpréaenting the populations of
occupled countries, and other organizations, 1 have no

intention of taking any action without full consultation

Enctphered by ‘.

Sent by operador e " A .
I—laad PN SOVIRENENT PRIETIEG SFFRCL f j L,..-
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PREPARING OFFICE TO BE TRANSMITTED
WILL INDICATE WHETHLR CONFIDENTIAL CODE
Full rate TELEGHA“ SEHT HOMCONT IDENTIAL CODE
Collect {Day letter PARTAIR
Might latter e s
hSagh Minesmi Bepartment of State
Full rata
Day lettor
Night letter Washington,
Charge to
¥
-0
with you.

Welles had already commenced the discussion of this
general problem with Halifax orior to the recelpt of your

message, and he will contlnue these conversations along the

lines above indlcated. /?M

Acting

PECLASSIFIED
By Deyuty Archiviet of the ¥.8-

py V. J. Stewart Date

Eu:RA!TMT
PA/D:JCD
U:8%W:GES
Enciphered by
Sendbyoperator . My 9, i

=481 § L SEVEREEIET FESEFIEE BFFEL
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THE COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

‘,_
%

March 7, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR CAPTAIN McCREA:

Attached are 3 coples of revised draft of
messare from the President to the Prime Minlster.

Will you please cgive one copy to MNr. Hopklnsa
and lteep one for your flle. Please, also, when the
message is finally sent, send me & copy for diztrlbu=-

tion to the Chilefs of 3taeff.

Int"l.
Dralt of message.

DECLASRIFTTD

By Authosiis 3,@5 _EZ.ZL‘I"‘?S o |

a2 rFb/92 o
sy s >+ MAR 1197
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DECLARRIFITN
By Aut i

ﬂ.{i‘i_?ﬂfwa-; 27 Lk 1222
7 zZM/ /G

TO FORMER NAVAL PERSON:

../rjé- //3 1, #e have boen in constent conforence since receipt of your
mosooge of Larch 4th to ingure that nothing le left unexplored
which con in eny way improve our present prospects, .Je recognize
fully the magnitude of the problems confronting you in the Indlan
Ogoun and are equally concermed over those which confront uz in the
Pagific, partizulerly since the United States assumes o heavy re=-
aponaibility regarding meusures for the defonse of Austrel ia, New
Zenland, end the gpuarding of thelr sen approsches. You, on the other
hand, wlll recognize tho diffleulties under whleh we labor in do=
pleoyling enid maintalning, in unprepered and distant poslilons, the
conalderable forces which will be required to meet this eritical
situation. I kmow that you w11l also appreciate that rzuccess in
holding this reglon deponds largely upon the sdequecy of shipping,
and the availsobility of munitions and aireraflt for arming Dominion
forces. JThe magnivudo of the effort which may be put forth by the
Yals In the Louthwost Pagllic has s direst relatlon Lo the magnitude
af the alr offensive which the U.,5. #ill be nble to uniertaks from

United Ringdom Bases.

S+ The U.o. le now operating £ lorge part of the FPasiflec
fleet In the anzac region, for the defense of Auatrallc and New
Zealend, for preserving & baes aros for a future declsive oflen=
sive azalnst Jeapen, and for sontalnln: Jupenoss nuvil and elr
foroes in the Paclifiec. Frovided their basoa in the west of
Auatralia een be kopt secure, U.5. submrrines willl sontinuc to
operite in the AUDA Ares against Japanese sup;ly lines end against
naval forces that exit to the Indisn Ocean

3. While Japan le indeed extonding horselfl over a large
area, 1t must be admitted that the Jeployment has beun skilfully
exeouted and contlinues to be elffective. The enmerpy of tho Japa-
nese atteck 1s still w'n;pmrm. It lo only through a greater
anergy, skill, and determination, that Japan can be lnlted befors J
-

o = 0782



she attains a dominating position from which it would prove most
dirfieult to eject her. The U.5. agrees that the Pacific situation
is now very pyrave, and, if 1t 1s to be stabillized, requlrea an
imzedinte, concerted, and vigorous effort by the United States,
Australia, and New Zesland. To establish the many defended bases
now planned and to trenspert to them thelr parrlisons, togother

with enough amphibious troops for even mlnor offensives, requlres
the movement there of some of our amphiblous forces, and the use

of all our combat loaded transports which are not urgeantly

needed at home for elementary training of additionsal emphibioun for=-
nations. The loan to the British of transporta for [urther troop
movements to Indie} requirea the use of combat transports for carry-
ing U.5. garriscns to positions in the Paclfic, and tlma, sericualy

roduces presont poaslibllities of offonsive sction in other replona,

4. e conour in your estimete of the importance of the
Indlan and XNid41e Zast Aresas und spreo that reinforcemonts aro
required. e also agree that the Australian and New Zesland
divisionz now in thet rogion should remoin. The 4lst Divislion
is leaving the United Dtatesz by the 1lith of thls month, reaching
Austrelia sbout Aprll 10th. As & replacemont for Australlan
and liew lealand divisionn allotted to the Xid'lelist and India,
the United Steteos is prepered to dispatch two additional divisionsi-
ons to Australia and one to Now Lealand. & convoy of one=hulfl a
divielon could leave mbout April 15th aend the remsinder of thils
division about May 15th. Another U.5. divislon can el so leave for
the Southwest Paelfle sbout May 15th. It should be understood
that our willinsness to Alzpatch theae two 2lviesleons, over and
above the 4lst, whieh ls elready set u; to go, 1s based on the
neocsssity for economlzing in shipping and the contimuing security of
the Middle Zast, Indim and Ceylom. It le, therefore, dependent
upon the retention of a almllar number of Austrelian and Yew

fealand divisions In those theaterc: The albove movements im
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the Southweet Pacifle can Ve sccomplished provided that some twenty-
Iive ocargo ships ere .ﬁthdr;in lor one wvoyage [rom those engaged ln
transport of Lend-Loaso materlel to the Ned Sea and to Chine, md
sgheduled to sall in April and May.

S. The U.5. can furnish shipping t-:; nove 2 divisiona
(20,000 men) with thelr equipment from the U.K. to the Middle
Egst end Indle. The firat convey conmisting of e£ll the U.l. ship=-
ping anl the Aquitonis cen depirt for U.E. aboub Ifpril 28 and the
remainder about Hay 6. The supslying of these shins 1s contincuont
upon acceptance of the lollowins durin: the period they sre =o
uaed:

s Oymnast comuet be undertoken.

b. Hovements of U.l. troops to the DBritisl Iales will
be limited to those whleh these ships can take from the UeSe

8« Dirsct Hovements to Icelsnd () csanot Le zusde.

4. Dlovea eergo ships must be yilthlrawn froa sel lings
for Barma and Fed Sea during Aprll sd May. These shlps are
engagod In transportstion of Lond-Lesse mesteriel to Chine
and the Middle Esst.

8+ Amerlicen contribution to an rlir offensive egainst
Germany In 1947 would be somewhat curtelled snd sny Azoriern
eontribution to land operations en tho contiment of Curops
in 1942 will e metorially reduced.

1t is considered essential tlet thoe U.l. chinz ured

for tho movement of the two Dritlish Divisloms Le rotunmed to T.0.
upon ecmpletion of the =ovemont.

Gs In addlitlion toc songidercble Uels olr, satlsireraft and
suxilliery troops, thers lo nov in Australlia onv divislon, ine
tendsd for delensc of Hew Caledanie, uhlch contributes direstly
to Australian peourity. A4As stated nbove, the 4let Divislon is
scheduled to sall to Australla on Harch 18th, ilth toe arrival

-5 - e —
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of this division, U.3, ground and air forces in Australia and
Hew Caledonia will total somes 50,000 men.

Samoa has beon gerrisonsd and a U.5. pursult squadron
has besn sent to Suva. With ths lins from Semoa to Australia held,
New Zealand in its retired poaition south thereof, ia not thouzht

to be in danger of serious attack,.

FERSONKEEI. SHIPPING

7. The preaent shipbulldings program seems to be about ths
maximur that can be attainsd, and any increases would not be
available until after June, 1544. Included in the prozram are
thirty C-4 ships, each having a 1ift of 3,675 men, and twenty P=-2
ships, each having a 1ift of 5,750 men. Thus, under construction
wo now have troopships that will carry 225,250 men. It is under-
stood that the British do not plan to incroase their total of
troop-carrying ships.

Shipping now available, under ths U.3. flag, will 1ift a
total of about 130,000 men. Incresases from conversions during 1942
are estimated at at least 35,000 men. By June, 1943, new construec-
tion will give an additional 40,000, by December, 1543, an additional
100,000, and by June, 1944, an additional 95000, Thus, nezlecting
losses, the total troop carrying capaclty of U.S5. vessels by
June, 1944 will be 400,000 men.

1R

Bs The deployment of the American Alr Forces, whilch, at this
stages, must be regarded as wholly tentative, inecluding Army and shors
based laval Aviation, will bde in accordance with th: following stra-
tezie concept: offense azalnst (ermany using maximum forces; defense
of the general area Alaska, Hawall, Australia, using nacessary forces
in support of the United States Lavy in that area and !n maintaining
assential som communicmtions in all U.S5. areas; defense of North and
South America using sssential forceas. Tentative distribution by the
end of 1942 of firat line strength is as follows:

-
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&, Alasks, Army ome group (thirty-five) heavy bombers
heavy bombera md one group (eighty) pursuit, Navy 48 VPB.

b, Hewali end North Pecifie lslands, Amay two proups
(70) heavy bembers three goups plus two sguadrons (290)
pursuit, one squadron (13) light bombers, Mavy 126 VPR
40 VS0 90 VF, 90 V3B.

e. BSouthwest Pacific enpd Australla, Army two sroups (70)
heavy Lombers, two groups medium Lombers (114), one group light
bombers (57), five croups and one squedron (425),pursult,

Navy 90 VPB, 24 VS0, 81 V&5, 81 V#.

d. Ceribbean area, Army Lwo groups (70) heavy bombers
one group (57) medlum Lombers one group (57) light bombers
four groupe (3%20) pursult, Nevy (103) VPB 60 V30.

o. China-indie-Burme ares, Army one group plus two
squadrons heavy bombers (80) one group pursuilt (BO) exelusive
of AVG. z

L. Outposts on linses of comminigations, Armuy ono squadron

heevy bombers (0) two squadrons medium bombers (Z26) sewen
squadrone pursult {173), Navy 48 VPD 12 Vs0.

Army Aly Porees avallable for effensive szalnst

Ee
Gerany:

(1) July 1942, three groups heavy bombers (108) one
group mediws boabers (57) three groups 1light bombers (171)
five groupa pursults (400).

(2) October 1942, eleven croups hoavy bozbera (385)
three groups medium bombora (171) five zroups light
bombers (285) seven groups pursulte (580).

(3) Japuary 1943, Tifteen groups heavy bombers (585)
seven groups mediun hambers (300) seven proups light
bombers (399) thirteen groupa pursultss (1040).

#Purault to be used as fighter essort for daylight bomb-
ing and for offensive swoops.

-5 =
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9., This does not include alrplanes 1ln depot reserve and
those essentlal for operational training. As much as possible
of this force 1s esssentisl in the United Kingdom if & conserted
offensive against German Military strength and resources 1la to
be made in 1942, The above dispositions include forces previously
set up for GYMNAST and MAGNET.

10, In confiding thus fully snd personally to you the detalls
of our military arrangements I do not mean that they should be with-
held from your close military advisors. I request, however, that

further circulation be drastically reduced.

#. P ,gw,y;“ o iy
”Juffu?::- L. /MJ.-_.? ) z?,..z,/ ¥ [
i af-atee 2egh e LLLZ
2. 7K o 152.4 d&hﬁt@{’ '
A 4 s ¢7 0 areF—
As Bad 25 soacx o faern eo
riell e vecnd
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By Depmab= Ascleioiat of the 0.8.

B l#}_fQ{'tu.nﬂ'_. e 0788

pate___NO

70 PORMER NAVAL PERSON: 7 z(mc..ﬂ{/ S Fef 3

A..@ff’ 1, We have been in constent conference sinoe receipt of your
message of March 4th to insure that nothing i1s left unexplored
which can in any way improve our present pruspact:u. We recognize
fully the magnitude of the problems sonfronting you in the Indian
Opean &and are equally concernad over those which confront us in the
Paciflc, partioularly since the United States assumos a heavy re-
apunsihilit:r regarding measures for the defense of Austral 1a, New
Zenland, and the guarding of their sea approaches. You, on the cther
hond, will recognize the difficulties under which we lsbor in de-
ploying add maintaining, in unprepared and distent positions, the
conslderable forces which will be required to meet this critioal
sltuation. I know that you will also appreclate that suscesa in
holding this reglon depends largely upon the adequacy of shipping,
and the avallability of munitions and aireraft for arming Dominion
foreces. The magnitude of the effort which may be put forth by the
UsS, in the Southwest Pacific has a direct relatlon to the magnitude
of ths alr offensive which the U.3. will be able to undertake from
United Eingdom Beses.

2. The U.,S5. is now operating a large part of the Pacifle
Fleet in the Anzac region, for the defense of Australis and New
Zoaland, for preserving a bass area for a future declaive offen=
sive against Japan, and for contalning Japaness naval and air
forces in the Pacifis. Provided thelr bases in the west of
Australis can be kept secure, U.3. submarines will contlimue to

operate in the ABDA Area agalnst Japanese supply lines and against 1
naval forces that exit to the Indien Ocean i

Ss While Jepan is indeed extending herself over a large
area, it must be admitted that the deployment has been akilfully |
executed and contlinues to be affective. The energy of the Japa-
noss attack is still verypowerful. It is only through a greater

energy, skill, and determination, that Japan can be halted before
DFOLASRIFIFD
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she attsins a dominating position from which 1t would prove most
difficult to ejeoct her. The U.S, agrees that the Paclllc situation
is now very grave, and, if it 1s to be stablilized, requires an
imnediate, oconcerted, and vigorous effort by the Unlited States,
Australia, end New Zesland. To establish the many defended bases
now plenned and to transport to them their garrisons, together

with enough amphiblous troops for even minor offensives, requlres
the movement there of some of our amphiblous forces, and the use

of all our combat loaded transports whlch are not urgently

neaded at home for elementary tralning of additional amphibious for-
natlons. The loan to the British of tranaports for further trocp
movements to India requires the use of combat transports for carry-
ing U.S5. garrisons to positions in the Pacifls, and thus, seriously

reduces present possibilities of offenslive action in other regions.

4, Ve concur in your estimate of the importance of the
Indian and Middle East Areas and agree that reinforcements are
required. We alsc agree that the Australlan and New Zealand
divisions now En that region should remain. The 4lat Division
is leaving the Unlted States by the 18th of thls month, reaching
Australis about April 10th. As & replacement for Australlan
end New Zealend divisions allotted to the MlddleEast and India, £
the United States is prepared to dispatch two additional divisions:-
one to Australia and one to New Zesland. A convoy of one-half a
division could leave about April 15th and the remainder of this
diviaslon about May 15th. Another U.,3., divislon can d sc leave for
the Southwest Paciflic about May 15th. It should be understood
that our willingness to dilspatech these two divisions, over and
above the 4lst, which 1s already set up to go, is based on the
necessity for economizing in shipping and the continulng securlty of
the Middle East, India and Ceylon. It 1s, therefore, dependent
upon the retention of a simllar number of Auastrallien and New

Zealand divisions in those theaters. The above movements in




the Southwest Paciflc can be amccomplished provided that some twenbty-
five cargo ships are withdrawn fér'éna voyage from those engaged in
transport of Lend-Lease materlal to the Red S5ea and to China, amd
scheduled to sall in April and May.

5. The U,5. can furnish shipping tc move 2 diwvisions
(40,000 men) with their equipment from the U.K. to the Middle
Esst and India. The first convoy consisting of all the U.S. ship-
Ping and the Aquitania cen depart for U.K. about Aprll 26 and the
remainder about May 6. The supplying of these ships ias continguent
upon acceptance of the following during the period they are so
used:

A. Gymnast cannot be undertaken.

b. Movements of U.S. troops to the British Iales will
be limited to those which these ships can teke from the U.S.

2. Direct Movementa to Iceland (C) cannot be made.

d. Eleven cargo ships must be withdrawn from sel lings
for Burma and Red Sea during April end May. These ships are
engaged In transportatlion of Lend-Lease material to China
end the Mlddle East.

8. American contribution to an air offensive against
Germany in 1942 would be somewhat curtailed and any American
contribution to land operations on the continent of Europe
in 1942 will be materially reduced,

It 18 considered essential that the U.S. ships used

for the movement of the two British Divlisions be returned to U.S.

upon completion of the movement.

6. In addition to considerable U.S. air, antiaircraft and
auxiliary troops, there 1s now in Australia one division, in-
tended for defense of New Caledonla, which contributes directly
to Australlan security. As stated above, the 41st Division 1is
scheduled to sail to Australia on March 18th. With the arrival
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of this division, U.8. ground and air forces in Australia and
Hew Caledonia will total some 90,000 men.

Samoa has besn garrisoned end a U.S8. pursuit squeadron
has been sent to Suva. With the line from Samos to Australia held,
New Zemland in its retired position south thareof, i1s not thought

to be in danger of serious attack. f '

FERSONNEL SHIPPING

7. The present shipbuilding program seems to bes about the
maximum that can be attained, and any increases would not be
avallable until after June, 1944. Included in the program are
thirty C-4 ships, each having a 1ift of 3,675 men, and twenty P-2
ahips, each having a 1i1ft of 5,750 men. Thus, under construction
wa now heve troopships that will carry 225,250 men. It 1s under-
stood that the British do not plan t? increnss thelir total of
troop-carrying ships.

Shipping now available, under the U.8. flag, will 1ift a
total of about 130,000 men. Increases frnp convarsions during 1942
are estimated at at least 35,000 men. By June, 1943, new construc-
tion will glve an additlional 40,000, by December, 1943, an additional
100,000, and by June, 1944, an additionsl 95000. Thus, neglecting
losses, the total troop carrying capecity of U,.S. vessels by
June, 1944 wlll be 400,000 men.

IR

8, The deployment of the American Alr Forces, whinh; at this
stage, must be regarded as wholly tentative, including Army and shore
based Naval Avlation, will be in accordance with the fellowing stra-
tegic concept: offense against Germany using maximum forces; defense
of the general area Alaska, Hawail, Australiam, using necessary fopces
in support of the United States Navy in that area and in maintaining
essentlial sea communications in all U.S. areas; defense of NHorth and
South America using essential forces. Tentative distribution by the
end of 1942 of firat line astrength is as follows:

o
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a. Alaska, Army one group (thirty-five) heavy bombers
heavy bombers and one group (eighty) pursuit, Navy 48 VPEB.
b, Hawall end North Pacific Islands, Army two groups

(70) heavy bombers three gwups plus two aquadrons (290)
pursult, one aguadron (13) light bombers, Navy 126 VPB
48 VS0 90 VF, 90 VSB.

¢. Southwest Pacific and Australis, Army two groups {70)

heavy bombers, two groups medium bombers (114), one group light
bombers (57), five groups and one squadron (485),pursuit,
Havy S0 VPB, 24 V50, 81 VSB, 81 VF.

d. Carlbbean ares, Army two groups (70) heavy bombers

one group (57) medium bombers one group (57) light bombers
four groups (320) pursult, Wavy (108) VPE 60 VSO,

&, China-India-Burma area, Army one group plus two

squadrons heavy bombers (60) one group pursult (80) excluaslve

of AVG.

f, Outposts on linez of communlecations, Army one squadron

heavy bombers (8) two squadrons medium bombers (26) seven
squadrons pursuit (175), Navy 48 VPB 12 V30.

g Army Alr Forces avallable for offensive against
Germany:

(1) By July 1942, three groups heavy bombers (105) one

group medium bombers (57) three groups light bombers (171)
five groups pursult# (400},

(2) By October 1942, eleven groups heavy bombers (385)

three groups medium bombers (171) five groups light
bombers (285) seven groups pursults (560).
(3) By January 1943, fifteen groups heavy bombers (525)
seven groups medium bombers (398) seven groups light
bombers (399) thirteen groups pursultss# (1040).

#Pursuit to be used as fighter escort for daylight bomb-

ing and for offensive sweeps.

-fa
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9. Thia does not ineclude airplanes in depot reserve and
those essential forlnpurntionnl training, As much as possible
of this force is sssential in the Tnited ¥Xingdom if a concerted
offensive apainst German ¥ilitary strength and resources is to
be made in 1942, The above dispositions include forces previously
set up for GYMFAST and MAGNET.

10, In confiding thus fully and porsonally to you the details
of our military arranpements I do not mean € hat they should ba with-
held from your close military advisors. 1 regquest, however, that
further cireulation be drastically reduced.

11, 7T am sending you a personal sugrestion on Sunday in regard
to simplification of area responsibilities, -

12, This may be a critical period but remember alweys it is not

as bad as soms you have so well survived beforas.

ROOSEVELT
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WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

darch 9, 1942.

FOR FORMER NAVAL PERSON
LOWDON

# /)i 1 nave decided, if it is agreeable to you, to send to
you in London,as my representative on naval matters, the
present Chief of Naval Operations, Admiral Harold R Stark,
as the successor a€ Admiral Chormley who has been serving
as Speclial Naval Observer in London. ©Stark has, as you
know, broad knowledge of our Naval Forcés. afloat and
ashore, and I think he will definitely contribute to the
work of the Combined Staff in Londen.

I am putting Admiral {ing into Stark's place here as
Chief of Naval Operations, but King will also retain the
position of Commandér in Chief of the United States Fleet’
and will remain in Washington.

ENRiisiiia?, ROOSEVELT
DECLASSIFIED j

By DeputmpArchilint of the U.B.
',__jhlgl

2 G :
D Date - |
..-:izﬂ.ﬂ.,.;ziﬁ.,, #d3 /0 Thac f2. 1




DECLASSIFIED
‘_‘my Deputy Archivist of the u.s‘: /7/4’- /S
pate_ QOB 11971 March 9, 1942.

TO THE FORMER WAVAL PEREON:
ﬁﬁtf?f; I TELEGEAPHED YOU SATURDAY NIGHT IN ACCORDANCE WITH
GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS OF COMBINED STAFFS AS ¥YOU DOUBTLESS
RECOGNIZED FROM THE CONTEXT. I WANT TO SEND YOU THIS PURELY
PERSONAL VIEW SO THAT YOU MAY KNOW HOW MY THOUGHTS ARE DEVELOPING
RELATIVE TO ORGANIZATION.

I aAM CONCERNED BY THE COMPLEXITY OF THE PRESENT
OFERATIONAL COMMAND SETUP TO WHICH IS ADDED EQUAL COMPLEXITY
IN THE POLITICAL SETUP.

WHEN ALL IS CONSIDERED THE OVERWHELMING CONTRIEUTION

OF ALL THE UNITED NATIONS, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF RUSSIA, AND TO
LESSER EXTENT CHINA, COMES AND WILL INCREASINGLY COME FROM THE
RESOURCES OF BRITAIN AND THE UNITED STATES. EVER SINCE OUR JANUARY
MEETINGS THE EXCELLENT AREANGEMENTS OF THAT PERICD BAVE LARGELY
BECOME OBSOLESCENT IN RELATION TO THE WHOLE SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA.

I WISH THEEEFORE THAT ¥OU WOULD CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING
OPERATIONAL SIMPLIFICATION.

(1) THE WHOLE OF THE OPERATION ﬁEEPDNSIBILITE FOR THE PACIFIC
AREA WILL REST ON THE UNITED STATES. THE ARMY, NAVY AND AIR OPERATING
DECISIONS FOR THE AREA AS A WHOLE WILL BE MADE IN WASHINGTON BY THE
UNITED STATES CHIEFS OF STAFF AND THERE WILL BE IN WASHINGTON AN
ADVISORY COUNCIL ON OPERATIONAL MATTERS WITH MEMBERS FROM AUSTRALIA,
WEW ZEALAND, NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES AND CHINA WITH AN AMERICAN
PRESIDING. CANADA COULD BE ADDED. THE PACIFIC COUNCIL NOW SITTING
IN LONDON MIGHT WELL BE MOVED HERE; AT ANY RATE THE OPERATIONAL FACT

OF ITS FUNCTIONS INCLUDING SUPPLY SHOULD OPERATE FROM HERE.

—
i.-':..-'
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' . DECLASSIFIED

By Duput1 J‘.rghfvmt of the U,§
-2- Bate

YOU MAY THINK IT BEET TO HAVE A PACIFIC COUNCIL IN LONDON
CONSIDERING POLITICAL QUESTICNS.

THE SUPREME COMMAND IN THIS AREA WILL BE AMERICAN.
LOCAL OPERATING COMMAND ON THE CONTINENT OF AUSTRALIA WILL BE

IN CHARGE OF AN AUSTRALIAN. LOCAL OPERATING COMMAND IN NEW
ZEALAND WILL BE UNDER A NEW ZEALANDER. LOCAL OPERATING COMMAND
IN CHINA WILL BE UNDER THE GENERALISSIMO. LOCAL OPERATING COMMAND
IN DUTCH INDIES WOULD BE GIVEN TO A DUTCHMAN IF LATER ON AN
OFFENSIVE CAN REGAIN THAT AREA FROM THE JAPANESE.

UNDER SUCH AN ARRANGEMENT DECISIONE FOR IMMEDIATE
OPERATING STRATEGY WOULD BE DETERMINED IN WASHINGTON AND BY
AMERICAN SUPREME COMMANDER FOR WHOLE PACIFIC AREA UNDER SUPERVIBION
OF UNITED STATES CHIEFS OF STAFF, THE METHODS OF REGAINING THE
OFFENSIVE WOULD BE SIMILARLY DECIDED. THIS WOULD INCLUDE FOR
EXAMPLE OFFENSIVEE IN NORTHWESTERLY DIRECTION FROM THE Hii::gigﬁg
AND ATTACKS ON JAPAN PROPER FROM CHINESE OR ALEUTIAN OR SIBERIAN
BASES. THERE WOULD BE DEFINITE RESPONSIBILITY ON OUR PART THUS
RELIEVING ERITISH FROM ANY TABKS IN THIS AREA OTHER THAN SUPPLE-
MENTING OUR EFFORTS WITH MATERIAL WHERE POSSIELE.

(2) THE MIDDLE AREA EXTENDING FROM SINGAPORE TO AND INCLUDING
INDIA AND THE INDIAN OCEAN, PERSIAN GULF, RED SEA, LIBYA AND THE
MEDITERRANEAN WOULD FALL DIRECTLY UNDER BRITISH RESPONSIBILITY.
ALL OPERATIONAL MATTERS IN THIS AREA WOULD BE DECIDED BY YOU. BUT
ALWAYS WITH UNDERSTANDING THAT AS MUCH ASSISTANCE WOULD BE GIVEN
TO INDIA OR NEAR EAST BY AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND AS COULD BE

WORKED MEMHEHTE. WE WOULD CONTINUE TO ALLOCATE

e
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TO IT ALL POSSIBLE MUNITIONS AND VESSEL ASSIGNMENTS. IT I8
UNCERSTOOD THAT THIS PRESUPPOSES THE TEMPORARY SHELVING OF GYMNAST.

(3) THE THIRD AREA WOULD INCLUDE THE PROTECTION OF THE
WATERS OF THE NORTH AND SOUTH ATLANTIC AND WOULD ALSO INCLUDE
DEFINITE PLANS FOR ESTAELISHMENT OF A NEW FRONT ON THE EUROPEAN
CONTINENT. THIS WOULD BE THE JOINT RESPONSIBILITY OF BRITAIN
AND THE UNITED STATES. DETALILS OF COMMAND TO BE WORKED QUT AS
REQUIRED. 1 AM BECOMING MORE AND MORE INTERESTED IN THE ESTABLISH-
MENT OF THIE NEW FRONT THIS SUMMER, CERTAINLY FOR AIR AND RAIDS.
FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF SHIPPING AND SUPPLIES IT IS INFINITELY
EASIER FOR US TO PARTICIPATE IN BECAUSE OF A MAXIMUM DISTANCE
OF ABOUT THREE THOUSAND MILES. AND EVEN THOUGH LOSSES WILL.
DOUBTLESE EE GREAT, SUCH LOSSES WILL EBE COMPENSATED BY AT LEAST
EQUAL GERMAN LOSSES AND BY COMPELLING GEEMANS TO DIVERT LARGE b
FORCES OF ALL KINDS FROM RUSSIAN FRONTE.

FURTHEEMORE UNDER THIS PLAN ICELAND AND MAGNET
EECOME OF LESS IMPORTANCE BECAUSE OF OFFENSIVE CONDUCTED AGAINST
ENEMY ON EUROPEAN SO0IL ITSELF.
(4) IT IE INTENDED OF COURSE TO CARRY THROUGH ALL
POSSIBLE AID TO RUSSIA.

(151) IN REGARD TO THE SECOND PROPOSED AREA UNDER BRITISH
CONTROL fﬂﬁ AREA ITSELF INCLUDING INDIA WOULD NOT BE OCCUPIED BY
AMERICAN TROOPS OR PLANES EUT WE SHOULD WANT TO USE THE INDIAN
PORTION AS AN AIR HIGHWAY FOR OUR FLANES EN ROUTE TO CHINA.

PEOLASEIFIED
reRiviEt of the U.8.
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f 4 7 THE GRAND STRATEGY OF ACTUAL OPERATIONS IN THE THREE
ARPAS WOULD REMAIN AS THEY ARE TODAY THE SUBJECT OF STUDY AND
DECISIONS BY THE COMBINFD STAFFS BOTH HERE AND IN LONDON AND THE
JOINT COMMITTEES ON SHIPPING, ON RAW MATERTALS AND ON MUNITIONS
WOULD CONTINUE TO FUNCTION AS THEY DO il R
JOINT APPROVAL.

I WISH YOU WOULD THINK THIS OVER. IT APFEALS TO ME
BECAUSE OF THE SIMPLIFICATION IT OFFERS UNDER EXISTING OPERATIONAL
DIFFICULTIES. INCIDENTALLY I AM INCLINED TO THINK THAT THE
AUSTRALIANS, NEW ZEALANDERS, DUTCH AND CHINESE WOULD RATHER WELCOME
I1.

BEST OF LUCK.

B

o
..'pr' d

ROOSEVELT

DEOLASSIFIED

By Deputy Argljgjnt of the U.8.
h_JLL&q%unht__
S e i

P 0798



DROLAMIPIED i s ,\[, ' ;
By Deputy tmlﬂ.l-ﬁj, "
THE WHITE HOUSE ‘
WASHINGTON :
PURELY PERSONAL |, ¢ Tubleshadt 40
March 10, 1942. . g i, fPafatime
?“ o 3* f : F-e' I‘ =
FOR FOR:ER NAVAL PERSON a2 '
LONDON . Tha e Cant

$-27-Go. ard
Mo //6 1 have given much thought to the problem of India and

I am grateful that you have kept me in touch with it.

As you can well realize, I have felt much diffidence
in making any suggestions, and it is a subject which, of
course, all of you good people know far more ghaut than
I do.

I have tried to approach the problem from the point
of view of history and with a hope that the injection of
a new thought to be used in India might be of assi;tanne
to you.

That is why I go back to the inception of the Govern-
ment of the United States. During the Revolution,from
1775 to 1783, the British Colonies set 'themselves up as
Thirteen States, each one under a different form of

government, although each one assumed individusl soverelignty.

| 6799

i -

T



‘ .
Vhile the war lasted there was great confusion between these
separate sovereignties, and the only two connecting links

were the Continental Congress (a body of ill-defined powers

and large inefficiencies) and second the Continental Army
which was rather badly maintained by the Thirteen States.
In 1783, at the end of the war, it was clear that the new
responsibilities of the thirteen sovereignties could not
be welded into a Federal Union beczuse the experiment was
still in the making and any effort to arrive at a final

framework would have come to naught.

Therefore, the thirteen sovereignties joined in the

Articles of Confederation, an obvious stop-gap government,

to remain in effect only until such time as experience and

trial and error could bring about a permenent union. The

thirteen sovereignties, from 1783 to 173;, proved, through

lack of a Federal power, that they would soon fly apart i
into separate nations. In 1787 a Constitutional Convention

was held with only twenty-five or thirty active participants,

e —— |
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representing all of the States. They met, not as a Parliament,
but as a small group of sincere patriots, with the sole objective
of establishing a Federal Government. The discussion was recordea
but the meetings were not held before an audience. The present
Constitution of the United Etates resulted and soon received
the assent of two-thirds of the States.

It is merely a thought of mine to suggest the setting up
of what might be called a temporary government in India, headed
by a small representative group, covering different castes,
cccupatlons, religions and gecgraphies -- this group to be

recognized as a temporary Dominion Government. It would, of

DECLASSIFIED

course, represent existing governmentis of the British Provinces

and would also represent the Council of Princes.

But my prineipal thought is that it would be charged with
setting up & body to consider & more permanent government for
the whole country. -- this consideration to be extepded over

a period of five or six years or &t least untll a yecr after

;?ﬂ‘ fﬁ?:i(r?::;A‘““H‘?

the end of the war. I suppose that th s‘governing Eroup,

I 0801



speaking for the new Dominion, would have certain executive and
administrative powers over public services, such as finances,
railways, telegraphs and other things which we call public
services.

Perhaps the analogy of some such method to the travails
and problems of the United States from 1783 to 1789 might
give a new slant in India itself, and 1t might cause the
people there to forget hard feelings, to become more loyal
to the British Empire, and to stress the danger of Japanese
domination, together with the advantage of peaceful evolution
as sgainst chaotic revolutlion.

Such & move is strictly in line with the world changes
of the past half century and with the democratic processes
of all who are fighting NHazisnm.

I hope that whatever you do the move will be made from
London and that there shoula be no eriticism in India that |

it is being made grudgingly or by compulsion.

DECLASSIFIED
vint of the U.8.
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For the love of Heaven don't bring me into this, though
I do went to be of help. It is, strictly speaking, none of
my business, except insofar as it is a part and parcel of the

successful fight that you and I are making.

HOOSEVELT

DECLASSIFIED

By Depyty Arce vist of the U.S.
By, .
Date HU‘JS 1197
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Y PERSONAL ' Msreh 10, 1942

F)? PORMER NAVAL P=RSON
LONDON |

Ayﬁ I have given mich thought to the problem of India and
I am grateful that you have kept me in touch with it,

4Ls you can well reslize, I have felt much diffidence
in making any suggestions, and it is a subject which, of course,
all of you good pecple know far more about than I do.

I i_jla.va tried to approach the problem from the point
of view of history and with a hope that the injection of a new
thought to be used in Indie might be of assistance to you.

That is why I go back to the inception of the Govern-
ment of the United States. During the Revolution, from 1775 to
1783, the British Colonles set themselves up as Thirteen States,
each one under a different form of government, although each ocne
assumed individual soverelgnty.lhile the war lasted there was great
confusion between these separate soverelgnties, and the only two
connecting links were the Continental Congress ( a body of ill-
defined powers and large inefficiencies) and second the Continental
Armgy which was rather badly maintalned by the Thirteen States. In
1783, at the end of the war, it was clear that the new responsibilitlies
of the thirteen sovereignties could not be welded into a Federal Union
because the experiment was still in the making and any effort to
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arrive at a final framework would come to naught.

Therefore, the thirteen sovereignties joined in the Articles
of Confederation, an obvious stop-gap government, to remain in
effect only until such timefas experience and trial and error
ecould bring about a permanent union. The thirteen sovereignties,
from 1783 to 1789, proved, through lack of a Faderal power,that
they would scon fly apart into separate nations. In 1787 a
Constitutional Convention was held with only twenty-five or thirty
active participants, representing all of the States. They met, not
as a Parliament, but as a smell group of sincere patriots, with the
sole cbjective of eatablishing a Federal Government. The discussion was
recorded but the meetinge were not held before an audience. The
present Constitution of the United States resulted and soon received
the assent of two-thirds of the States.

It is merely a thought of mine to suggest the setting up of
what might be called a temporary government in India, headed by a
small representative group, covering different castes, occupations,
religions and geographies — this group to be recognized as & temp-
orary Dominion Government. It would, of course, represent existing
governments of the British Provinces and would also reprssent the
Council of Princes.

But my principal thought is that it would be charged with
setting up a body to cogfsider a more permanent government for the
whole country. —— this consideration to be extended over a period
of five or six years of at least until a year after the and of the
war. I suppose that this central temporary governing group, speaking

PAGE TWO
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for the new Dominion, would have certaln executive and administrative
powers over public services, such as finances, rallways, telegraphs
and other things which we ’call public services.

Perhaps the anaslogy of some such method to the travails and
problems of the United States from 1783 to 1789 might give a new slant
in India itself, and it might cause the people there to forget hard
feelings, to become more loyal to the British Empire, and to streas
the danger of Japanese domination, together with the advantage of
peaceful evolution as agaifst chactic revolutlen.

Such a move is strictly in line with the world changes of
the past half century and with the democratic processes of all who
are fighting Nazism.

I hope that wiut.mrnr you do the move will be made from London
and that there should be no criticism in India that it is being made grudg-
ingly or by compulsion.

For the love of Heaven don't bring me into this, though I do
want to be of help. It is, strictly speaking, ncne of my busineass,
except insofar as it is a part and parcel of the successful fight
that you and I are making.

Hooasvelt

March 10,1942
Released J.L.McCrea
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

DRAFT TELEGRAX

Varch 2%, 1942,
—— &

T4 T9E FOPMER NAVAL PERSCN
FROM: THE PRESIDENT

Nos E CEIANG EAI-SWEK HMAS APPROACHED ME ARQUT THE SAME MATTER
AROU'T WHICH HE APPAREFTLY CABLED YOU, NAMELY THE MILITARY COMMAND
IN BUMMA AMD SOUTHEPN CHIFA., T FAVE TOLD RAIM TRAT I TROTGHT
IT WOULD PE TWWISE TO CONSIDER A COMUAND TMDER STTINELL POR THE
WHOLE CPERATION AND BAVE SDSGESTED THAT STILWELL CCMMAND OF THE
NORTHFERN ®ND WITH THE SOUTHERN PART ™DER PRITISH COMMANWD.

T A PLEASED THAT CETANG EAI-SFEK WANTS TO TSE STILWELL
RECAUSE T THINE IT MEANS WE WILL GET MORE RFFECTIVE MILITARY
COMYAND TN THE CHINESE SEMTOR AND YT WILL MSAN A CLOSER WORKING
RELATICNSHIP BETWEEY ALL OF TS AND CHIANG KAI-SHEK WHICH 1
CONSIDER TO BE OF VERY GREAT INPORTANCE.

WILL YOU LET ¥E ENOW WHAT YOU THINK OF THIS.
ROOSEVELT

23-16=42 Original copy which was added to in the President's handwriting
doliverad to Wiss Tully this date.

a DECLAGRIFIED
By t ghivizt of the U.8.
By A§'h.|.nn.a.l'_
Date 12181
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ERAFT TELEGHAM

_ MARCH 13, 1942

TO: THE FORMER NAVAL PERSON

FROM: THE PRESIDENT

;ﬂ:’l . /7 CHIANG KAI-SHEK HAS APPROACHED ME ABOUT THE SAME MATTER

| ABOUT WHICH HE APPARENTLY CABLED YOU, NAMELY THE MILITARY COMMAND

IN BURMA AND SOUTHERN CHINA., I HAVE TOLD HIM THAT I THOUGHT

IT VOULD EE UNVWISE TO CONSIDER A COMMAND UNDER STILVELL FOR THE

VHOLE OPERATION AND HAVE, SUGGESTED THAT STILWELL COMMND ON THE

NORTHERN :ND VITH {’&u{%ﬁﬁ%mm e A-ﬂcu‘%

I AM PLEASED THAT CHIANG KAT-SHEE WANTS TO USE STILVELL

BECAUSE I THINK IT MEANS WE WILL GET MOHE EFFECTIVE MILITARY
COMLAND IN THE CHINESE SECTOR AND IT WILL MEAN A CLOSER WORKING
RELATIONSHIP BETVEEN ALL OF US AND CHIANG KAI-SHEE Y HICH I
CONSIDER TC BE OF VERY GREAT IMPORTANCE.

WILL YOU LET ME XNOW VWHAT YOU THINK OF THIS.

Wity

DECLASSIFIED
By Depugy f-clivigs of the 0.8.
. ST L
Date 12 1971
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— TELEGRAM
MARCH 16, 1942

7&‘ )/ & 10z LOWDON
R

e FOR THE PRIME MINISTER FROM HOPKINS

YOUR VIRE TO ME RELATIVE TO TANKER SINKINGS WILL EE
ANSWERED WITHIN THE KEXT 48 HOURS.

PRESIDENT ANXIOUS TO HEAR FROM YOU RELATIVE TO HIS CABLES
NUMBER 115 AND NUMEER 117.

e 4

HARRY HOPKXINS

DECLASSIFIED
By Deyuty Archiviet of the U.8.

115

T ——
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FROM FRESIDENT TO FRIME MINISTER PERSONAL AND SECRET X PREFER TO MEET REQUEST
CONTAINED IN YOUR DESPATCH NUMBER FORTYFOUR REGARDING IRONCLAD AS TO TEMPORARY
REPLACEMENT OF FORCE HYPQO BY SENDING DETACHMENT TO JOIN HOME FLEET EQUIVALENT IN

STRENGTH TO FORCE DETACHED THEREFROM TO REFLACE FORCE HYPO PARA OUR SHIFS NOW
BEING MADE READY WITH VIER TO EARLY DEPARTURE

s el

DECLASSIFIED

By Deguty Agpghirist of the U.B.
By g&.
Date 1219N1

/19
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TELEGRAM
- Merch 16, 1942,
TO: PORNER MAVAL FPERSON

FROM: THE PRESIDENT

No. 120, Apropos my Wo. 119 this afternoon I feel that it would be
more advisable if we reinforce your Home Fleet temporarily and
you detach such ships as are necessary elther to replace your H
Force or to do the whole escorting job itself. We would send a
force of two battleships, two cruisers, an mircraft carrier and
a squadron of destroyers to take up their position at such bases
like Scapa as are apreed upon between the Admiralty and the Nawy.
The difficulties of our operating in fibraltar are very considerable
and I should mueh prefer to reinforece your Home Flest in a manner
that would enable you to release the mporopriate number of ships,
Harry has shown me your csble to him relative to the tanker
sinkings, which are very disturbing.
In Admiral ¥ing's despatch number 2335 of February second
to the Admiralty we hoped that ten Tnited States destroyers would
thus be made available for work on the Atlantie seeboard., This has
not worked out completely because it has been necessary to
reinforce east bound British midocean escorts and beceuse of the
weakness of the Canadian western local eacorta it has been necessary
for Tnited States units to remein with them ten degress of

lonpitude te the westward of the apreed limit,

DECLABSIFIED

By Depu gt of the U.8,
Iy b

) 2¢

0811




The trawlers which you mention have only recently arrived
or are approsching. Those here are underpoing essential voyage
repairs but some will be operating within the wesk.

I hope that vou can have a talk with Admiral Pound to see if
wa can't get the complete revision of the trans-Atlentie escort
working so that the ten destroyers can gpet on to the patrel along
our Atlantic seaboard. I hope this would be temporary because T have
always hald destroyers should not be used coast patrol as they are all
purpose ships,

It seems to me that there are two thinrs that would enable
us more effectively to. deal with the submarine hers during the
naxt feaw weeks. The first would be to cpen the cycie of trans-
Atlantiec convoys to eight days from now until July first. By that
time our mounting production of small escort vusaahj: and planes
will come fully into play. I realize this means tha¥ your imports
would be decreased during the next guartsr but I am sure with our
merchant shipbuilding propram going as well as it is that we cen
make up for that in the second half of the year. I ¥now you will
bear in mind in connection with this that the prospsctive relief
of one of your heavy foreces will take several destroyers from the
Atlantic. I am sure none can be spared from the Pacific. 7T think
it would be unwise to consider a proposal to provide fewer destroyers
with each convoy., This would, it seems to me, only invite attack.

Th; sacond measure that would help us in the immediate situation
would be an instruction from you thet British controlled shipping

DECLASSIFIED
By Da
_ . By

tv Archiviet of the U.8.
Date

12197

b it ¢ Mgt 1 e
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conform to routes preseribed by the Navy in the western Atlantio,
Some of wour ships, as well as ours, that have been torpedoed have
had on thelr rumning lights. It is vary important that the routes
conform to our distribution of escortineg vessels.

I feel sure wa are going to get on top of this but it requires
some help from you during the next few weeks, Will you let me know
how this strikes you,

T shall be sorry to see Casey mo but T think you are giving
him & more important assigrmment. 1 am sure you have made an

exceallent cholece,

ROOSEVELT

JOHT

371 9/4>

Py Lol

J

m;'wﬁ? <

IFCLARETFIRD

=™ Pj" Dorptes fo-hiuiat af tha U-!i
ar%—ﬁhﬂﬂ.ﬁ.
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TELECRAM
any MARCH 16, 1942

TO: FORMER NAVAL PERSON

FROM: THE PRESIDENT

A/ﬁ ‘;"IZQ APROFPOS MY EE E}rf i THIE AFTERNCON I FEEL THAT IT WOULD EE

{e{f. 'u'):':. #f-

MORE ADVISAELE IF VWE REINFORCE YOUR HOUME FLEET TEMPORARTILY AND
YOU DETACH SUCH SHIPS AS ARE NECESSARY EITHER TO REPFLACE YOUR H
!‘f‘-&; %R TO DO THE WHOLE ESCORTING JOBE ITSELF. WE WOULD SEND
4 FORCE OF TWO BATTLLSHIPS, TWO CRUISERS, AN ATRCRAFT CARRIER AND
A SQUADRON OF DESTROYERS TO TAKE UP THEIR POSITION AT SUCH BASES
AS ARE AGREED UPON BETWEEN THE ADMIRALTY AND THE NAVY. THE
DIFFICULTIES OF OUR OPERATING IN GIBRALTER ARE VERY CONSIDERABLE
AND I SHOULD MUCH PREFIR TO REINFORCE YOUR HOME FLEET IN A MANNER
THAT WOULD E!‘MBLE{‘:F‘;E‘I‘D RELEASE THE APFROFRIATE NUMBER OF SHIFS.

HARRY HAS SHOWN ME YOUR CAELE TO HIM RELATIVE TO THE TAMKER
SIMKINGS, WHICH ARE VERY DISTUREING,

IN ATRTRAL KIKG'S DESPATCH NUMBFR 2335 OF FEBRUARY SECOND
TO THE ADUMIRALTY VE HDPE?THFLT TEN UNITED STATES DESTROYIRS WOULD
BE MADE AVAILABLE FOR VWORK ON THE ATLANTIC SEABOARD. THIS HAS
NOT WORKED OUT COMPLETELY BECAUSE IT HAS EEEN NECESSARY TO

REINFORCE EAST BOUND BRITISH MIDOCEAN ESCORTS AND EECAUSE OF THE

WEAKNESS OF THE CANADIAN WESTERN LOCAL ESCORTS IT HAS EEEN NECESSARY

FOR UNITED STATES UNITS TO REMAIN VITH THEM TEN DEGREES OF

LONGITUDE TO THE WESTVARD OF THE AGREED LIMIT.
DECLAREIFIED

By Da‘put‘)rnhiviﬂt of the U.8/
v WR Stusad

Date 12 BI }
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THE TRAVLERS VWHICH YOU MENTION HAVE OKLY RECENTLY ARRIVED
OR ARE APFROACHING. THOSE HERE ARE UNDERGOING ESSENTIAL VOYAGE
REPAIRS BUT SOME WILL EE OPERATING WITHIN THE WEEX.
I HOPE THAT YOU CAN HAVE A TALX WITH ADMIRAL POUND TO SEE IF
WE CAN'T GET THE COMPLETE REVISION OF THE TRANS-ATLANTIC ESCORET

WORKING SO THAT THE TEN nzs'ri*ims CAN GET ON TO THE PATROL ALONG /

}fﬂ f}y_} priete, £ 1/{‘. _. &r"ﬂ-“- (PPl R
OUR ATLANTIC SEABOARD. g b e B 4/; / Sl
IT SEIMS TO ME THAT THERE ARE TUi THIHGE THAT L'DUL ENJ".E-LE Z; A f
& W

di
HEXT FEW WEEKS. THE FIRST VOULD EE TO OPEN THE CICLE OF TRANS- ’/a "j{/

US HORE EFFECTIVELY TC DEAL VITH THE SUEMARINE HERE DURING THE

ATLANTIC CONVOYSE TO EIGHT DAYS FROM NOW UNTIL JULY FIRST. FBY THAT & w7
TIME QUR HMOUNTING PRODUCTION OF SMALL ESCORT VESSELS AND PLANES 2 /'/
WILL COME FULLY INTO PLAY. I HEALIZE THIS LEANS THAT YOUR LFORTS ﬁﬂ/ﬁfh
WOULD BE DECREASED DURING THE KEXT (UARTER BUT I AM SURE WITH OUR
MFRCHANT SHIPBUILDING FROGRAM GOING AS WELL AS IT IS THAT ®E CAN
MAKE UP FOR THAT IN THE SECOND HALF OF THE YEAR. I KNOW YOU WILL
EEAR IN MIKND IN COMMECTION WITH THIS THAT THE PROSPECTIVE RELIEF
OF ONE OF YOUR HEAVY FORCES WILL TAKE SEVERAL DESTROYERS FROM THE
ATLANTIC. I AM SURE HOWE CAN EE SPARED FROM THE PACIFIC. I
THINK IT VOULD EE UNWISE TO CONSIDER A PROPOSAL TO FROVILE FEVER
DESTROYERS V.ITH EACH CONVOY. THIS WOULD, IT SERMS TO ME, ONLY

INVITE ATTACK.
THE SECOND MEASURE THAT VOULD HELP US IN THE IMUEDIATE

SITUATION VOQULD EE AN INSTRUCTION FROM YOU THAT BRITISH CONTROLLED

DECLASEIFIED

— EF DBDU.t"-T Archivigt of the 0.8.
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SHIPPING CONFORM T0 ROUTES PRESCRIBED BY THE NAVY IN THE VESTERN
ATL!NTIC. SQME OF YOUR SHIPS, AS WELL AS OURS, THAT HAVE BEEN
TORPEDOED HAVE HAD ON THEIR RUMNING LIGHTS. IT IS VERY IMPORTANT
TEAT THE ROUTES CONFORM TO OUR DISTRIEUTION OF ESCORTING VESSELS.

I FEEL SURE WE ARE GOING TO GET ON TOP OF THIS BUT IT RECUIEES
SOME HELP FROM YOU DURING THE MEXT FEW VEEKS. WILL YOU LET ME
KNOW HOW THIS STRIKES YOU.

I SHALL BE SORRY TO SEE CASEY GO BUT I TIINK YOU ARE GIVING
HIM A MORE DMPORTANT ASSIGIMENT. I A SURE YOU HAVE MADE AN
EXCELLENT CROICE.

ROOSEVELT
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From President Roosevelt to the Former Naval Person colon General

MgcArthur and a smell staff arrived in Australia by eir today stop Since

the Prime Minister of Australis as well as New Zealand had proposed a

United States supreme commender in that region, suggesting Brett, 1

had instructed Brett immedistely on MacArthur'se arrival to propose the

latter officer to Mr. Curtin as Supreme Commander in Australia stop Brett

in Cabling MscArthur's arrival reports that Mr. Curtin enthusisstically

accepts MecArthur stop They urge imsediute joint press release to avoid

leak stop This I think highly important if Axis propaganda attacking

MscArthur's departure from Philippines is to be forestalled stop

e nr Y y IS

Therefore I authorized a press release at ten thirty A.M. Washiugton
time snnouncing MecArthur's appointment as Supreme Commander in that
reglon stop This mction will in no way interfere with procedure of
detarainig atraﬁagic areas and spheres of responsibility through established

channels

(2]
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By Dpoqts Archivist of the U.8.
By,

- revscaa ete SR L2 0T
MARCH 17, 1942

menmm-mmmmvu PERSON FROM THE PRESIDENT

NO._J22
YOU PROBABLY HAVE HEARD OF THE GOOD GO WE HAD AT THEM OUT

IN NEW GUINEA THE OTHER DAY.

A SUBSTANTIAL TASK FORCE WAS IN THE SALAMOA-LAE AREA
APPARENTLY WATTING TO PROTECT A GOOD-SIZED TROOP CONVOY. OUR
TASK FORCE STEAMED INTO THE GULF OF PAPUA ON THE OPPOSITE SIDE OF
THE PENINSULA TO A POINT SOME ONE HUNDRED TWENTYRIVE MILES DISTANT
FROM SALAMOA. 105 OF OUR PLANES TOOK OFF FROM A CARRIER AND CAUGHT
THE ENRMY COMPLETELY BY SURPRISE INFLICTING THE FOLLOVING DAMAGE:

TWO HEAVY CRUISERS SUNK; ONE LIGHT CRUISER BELIEVED SUNK;

ONE DESTROYER PROBABLY SUNK; TVO DESTROYERS BADLY DAMAGED AND
POSSIELY SUNK; FIVE TRANSPORTS OR STORE SHIPS SUNK OR BADLY
DAMAGED BY FIRE; TWO PATROL CRAFT BURNED, POSSIBLY SUNK; ONE
MINELAYER LEFT BURNING, FROBABLY SUNK; ONE SEAPLANE TENDER
SERTOUSLY DAMAGED. '

IT WAS GOOD COORDINATION VITH OUR SHORE BASED ATRCRAFT WHO
FOLLOWED OUR NAVAL PLANES THE NEXT DAY. THESE PLANES, AUSTRALIAN
AND AMERICAN BOMBERS, ATTACKED THE CONVOY AS WELL AS MAKING FURTHER
ATTACK IN THE SALAMOA-LAE AREA.

ALL IN ALL IT WAS A GOOD DAY'S VORK BECAUSE WE GOT AWAY V.ITH
THE L0SS OF ONLY ONE FLANE AND OUR INFORWATION INDICATES THAT THE
JAPS STILL DON'T KNOW HOU THEY VERE HIT. IT VAS BY ALL MEANS THE

rf\)
P e /22
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March 10, i94<.
ear Lligston:-

I co sure you know that T have Leen Bhinking a lot
cbout your troublec curing the pust mounth. Ve ulght as well
aémit the difficult amilitary side of the probiems; and you
have the additional burdens which your delipghtful unwritten
Congtitution puts your form of governuent into in war times
just as tuck as in peusce timé. ODeriously, the Auerican
written Constitution, sith its lour yesr tera, saves the
unfortunate ssrson at the top 2 vast number of headaches.

Next in order is that delightful god, waich we
worship in common, called "The Freedom of the Prexst,
Beither sne of us s auch plagued by the news stories which,
on the whole, are not vo bad. DBut literally we sre both
menaced by t.‘:m so-called interpretative comment by a handiul
or teo of gentlemen who canmot get politics out of tneir
heads in the worst crlsis, who have little background and
less knowledse, and who undertake to lead publiec ovinion on
that basla.

Wy own oress — the worst of it -- the HoCormack-
Pattorson people, the Hearst napere and the Scripns-Howard
chain - are persistently megnifying relstively unimportant
domestic matters and subtly suggesting that the Aneriecan
role 18 to celend Hawali, our east end weet cousts, do the
turtle act, and wsit until somebody attacks our home shores.
Curiously enough these survivors of isolationism are not
attackine me nersonally except to reiterate that [ am
dreadfully over-bturdened, or thet I nn sy own strategist
operating without hm-fﬂ of military or naval advice. it
i=s the pame olC story. You sro familiar with 1%,

Here 1t & thought from this acateur streteglst.
There 1t no use giving o cingle further thought to Singapore
or the Dutéh Indics. They zrc gone. Australiz must be held
and, as I telegranhed you, we are willing to undertake that.
Indil must be held and you rust ¢o that; but, frankly, 1
do not worry so ruch nbcut thot problem =5 many others do.
The Japanese may land on the seacoast west of Burma, They
may bombard Caloutta. But I do not wisualize cthat tney can
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get enough troops to make more than a2 few dents on the borders --
and I think you can hold Ceylon. I hope vou can get more
s:bmarinsa out there -- more valuable than an inferlor surface

- Theet,

I hope you will definitely reinforce the Near East
more greatly shan at present. You must hold Egypt, the Canal,
Syria, Iran and the route to the Caucasus.

Finally, I expect to send you in a few days & more
definite plan for a joint attack in Europe itself.

By the time you get this you will have been advised
of my talk with Litvinov, and I expect a revly from Stalin
shortly. I know you wili not mind my being brutally frank
when I tell you that I think I can personally handle Stalin
better thun either your Fpoelgn 0ffice or my State Department.
Btalin hates the guts of &1l your top people. He thinks he
likes me better, and I hope he will continue to do so.

Wy Havy has been definitely slack in preparing for
this submarine war off our coast. As I need not tell you,
most Naval ofilcers have declined in the past to think in
terms of any vessel of less than two thousand tons. You
lezrned the lesson two years ago. We still have to learn
it. By May first I expect to get a pretty good coastal
patrol working from Newfoundland to Florida and through
the West Indies. I have begged, borrowed and stolen every
vessel of every deseription over eipghty feet long -- and
I have made this a separate command with the responsibility
in Admirel Andrews.

I know you will keep up your optimism and your
granc ¢ériving force, but I imow you will not mind If I
tell you that you ought to take a leaf out of my notebook.
Once & xonth I go to Hyde Park for four days, crawl inte
a hole and pull the hole in after me. I an called on the
telephone only if something of really great importance
occurs, I wish you would try it, and I wish you would
ley a few bricks or paint another picture.

Give my warm regardsto Mrs. Churchill. I wish
much that my wife and I could see her.

As ever yours,

The Honorable

Winston &. Churchill 8. Winant is here. I i
Prime inister of ﬁnﬂlnnd, 3 EEH~E rﬂhllﬁri uaft"i“J
Lendon UBE Bt YRt naWED
Ehgiand. g ars Luno i rEGN.
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0./13 YoUR NUMBER FORTY EIGHT,X WE WILL ARTING ABOUT MARCH TWENTY THIRD DETACHMENT

UNDER COMMAND OF WILCOX COMPRISING OHE MEW BATTLESHIP TWO HEAVY CRUISERS OHE CARRIFR
TIVE OR SIX DESTROYERS TO REPORT FOR TEMPORARY DUTY TO GHORMLEY TO EE UNDER OPERA-
TIOHAL ORDERS OF CINC HOME FLEET PARA WE WILL EEEP READY ON THIS SIDE SIMILAR
DETACHMENT IN POSITION SUITED TO HEAD OFF ENEMY WHEN HE COMES INTO OPEN ATLANTIC
PARA WE FEEL THAT YOU CAN NOW INCLUDE BATTLESHIP IN YOUR EEPLACEMENT FOR FORCE
HYPO AND OTHERWISE MAKE IT MORE NEARLY ADEQUATE

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archivist of the U.B8.
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WAR DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON

/
WELORANDUI: FOR THE PRESIDENT: >

With reference to the ettached message from the Prime

Minister it is recommended that a reply somewhat ss follows be
dispatched;

message concerning command in Burma I have urgently
requested the Generslissimo to continue reinforeing the
Burma front and to permit Stilwell to make cooperative
arrangements relative command according to the prineciples

leid down in his original directive approved by the Combined

Chiefs of Staff., Recent messages from Stilwell indiecate
thnt he and Alexsnder can continue to work effectively
together bui that the urgent nsed is for sdditlional Chinese
troops. The Generalissimo has pleced Stilwell in command
of the 5th and 6th Chinese Armies but unfortunstely will
not permit compleiion of their transfer to Burme pending
clarificetion of the commend situation., Stilwell has not
only urgently requested the Generslissimo to recede from
this position but hes actually ordered additional units
southward in the hope that the Generalissimo will approve.
Despite command complications Stilwell provides a means of
assuring complete cooperation whereas a Chirese commender
might make the situation impossible for General Alexander,
Stilwell 1s not only an immensely capable and resourceful
individual but 1s thoroughly acquainted with the Chinsse
people, speaks thelr language fluently, and is distinetly
not & self-seeker. His latest telegram states: ‘'Have
arranged with General Alexander for cooperation and matter
of command need qgjgiffect conduct of operations. Have
asked the Generalissimo to stert another three divisions
toward Burma.! Under the circumsiances I suggpest we should

"Q-_// for B / 2,7L "Por the former Maval person. Reference your

Frentlin D. Roosevelt Library
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leave the command status at that for the present. I
feel thnt Generals Alexander and Stilwell will co-operate
admirably. BStrange that these two who were originally
intended to meet at Super-Gymnast should in fact meet

Tr.
ri A

Becretary of War.

.: ‘_‘.Iﬁ--‘h.'l i.r: -[ 3 ._

¢

poravalt Libvrary

'/E8)
rete- FEB 141972
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Commicn Pz UNITED STATES FLEET
HeapouasTexs or THE CoMMAKDER ¥ CHIDr Date— Nﬂ\\' 1 I:...l1|
HAYTY DEFARTHMENT, WARMINGTON, D. C.

. _ March 19, 1942. ;

Memorandum for the President:

Those of us who are directly concerned with combating the Atlantie
submarine menace are not mat mll sure that the British are npplyin{
sufficient effort to bombing German submarine bases and building (repair)
yards. We are aware that intelligence reports indicate that some of
these bases are well protected agalnst bombing, but we are nevertheless
convinced that raids in edequate force, pressed well home, can seriously
hampar bullding and repair work. The close proximity of many of these

bases to the United Kingdom should facilitate offensive operations against
then.

It seems that the R.A.F. is not fully cooperative in complying with
the views of the Admiralty in this (and other) matters relative to the
selection of military objectives - and that inh such cases it requires a
directive from "higher authority" to attain the necessary actlion.

I have therefore to propose for your conslderation a message to
Mr. Churchill reading somewhat as follows:

No. 125 ™our interest in steps to be taken to combet the Atlantic submarine
menace as indicated by your recent message to Mr. Hopkins on this
subject impels me to request your particuler consideration of heavy
attacks on sulmarine bases and bullding and repair yarde thus checlking
submerine sctivities at thelr source and where submarines perforce
congregate.”

yr

fy .~



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

March 22, 1942

! and Uprgent

Dear Kiss Tully:

Please have this message from the President to
Mr, Churchill which the President has already approved
mumbered and sent off in the customary way in which

these mesaages from the Fresident are tranasmitted to
London.

Bellave me

urd\ very sincerel

LD by

Enclosure,
0 |
DECLASSIFTED
Etato Dept. letter, 1-11.7g3

Miss Grace Tully, BM?MD FEB 141972
Seeretary to the President,
The White House,
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PREPARING OFFICE -

WILL INDICATE WHETHER TO BE TRANAMITTED

Full rate TELEGRAM SENT CONFIDENTIAL COBE
Collect { Day letter NONCOWFIDENTIAL CODE
HJF'“ I“"’ PFANTAIR
Charge Depariment: PLATN
55 Bepartment of State
Day letter
Night lettar Wm

Charge o
’ March &, 1942,
2%

AUERICAN EMBASSY
LONDON .

FROM THE PRESIDENT FOR THE FORMER NAVAL PERSON Veo. / 2—4

We have been keeping Halifax informed of the progress
of our attempts to obtain from Vichy definite commitments
to supplement the assurances already given that it will not
afford military aid either direct or indirect to the Axis and
that its colonial territories in North Africa and the Western
Hemisphere will not be available as bases for the Germans,.
The terms of the French replies have been communicated to you.
Under these circumstances, I am considering whether as
part of the United Nations' effort we cannot fulfill a useful
role by resuming the program of limited economic mssistance
to North Africa and by sending further Red Cross aid to children
in franoe to help keep the French people in line. The success
of recent bombling operations such as at Renault factories and
the realization which that must have brought to the French people
that they are still in the war are a way of thwarting the col-
laboretionists. It seems to me that it would be useful to

DECLASSIFIED supplement
TS eEEERES

Enciphered by .. By Deputy Archivist of the U.8.
Jhlhuw-i-.____!IJEJﬂ:jﬂ!!!EE_P5;:gggEJEéQg1..'llllllllllllllllllll'
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FREPARING OFFICE

TO Bl TRAMEMITTED
WiILL INDICATE WHETHER

Full rate TELEGRAM SENT CONFIDENTIAL CODE
Collmect [D;}- latter NONCOMF IDENTIAL CODE
Night Ietter T | B PARTAIR
Charge Dapartment: awmm nf st"l PLAIN
Full rate
Day letter
Night 1ot o Washington,
Coarge 1o S > - TECLAREIE RS

5 By Deputy Archivist of the 0.84
—' By V. J. Stewart Datnﬂmﬁn
supplement this by another method. At a time when the United
Nations sre preparing to meet the enemy by force before it can
oeccupy various areas it seems to me importent that we should
teke adventage of the possibllity that we can hold the Axie
off from other areas by using such psychological and economic
weapons as are avallable,
Should France go over it would mean, of course, that the
Iberian Peninsula as well is lost to us. We are obteining for
our common cause vital military and strategic information by
the presence of our observers in North Africa and from our mis-
gions in Freance itself. In order that this remaining bridge-
head to Europe may be held as long as it serves our purpose 1t
is necessary that our position there be reinforced from time %o
time through limited economic sid, thereby not abandoning the
field entirely to the Germans.
I am therefore proposing to resume this economic effort
ad Sued 0 howarud o n by 2 ¥
iﬂl&nﬂ wanted to let you know beforehand of this step, which I

em convinced may prove of immense importance to the aims of the

United Nations. GP W_,.f
i} # 2L
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DECLASSIFTED DRAFT TELEGRAM
By Deputy, jviet of the U.8. _
P Y
Date, 8eT-1 2 1071 )

¥o.
MARCH 2=, 1942

- AND PERSONAL FOR THE FORMER NAVAL PERSON FROM THE PRESIDENT.
wm. /27

I AM GREATLY DISTURBED AT THE PUELICITY COMING OUT OF THE
CASEY BUSINESS. IT SERMS 7O ME TO BE GETTING ATTENTION ALL OUT
OF PROPORTION TO ITS IMPORTANCE.

I AM PARTICULARLY DISTURBED AT VHAT I LEARN FROM THE PAPERS:
THAT CURTIN, ON THE ONE HAND, MAY BE GOING TO PUELISH A DETAILED
WHITE PAPER AND THAT YOU, ON THE OTHER, FEEL THAT YOU MAY HAVE TO
DISCUSS THE MATTER PUBLICLY IN PARLIAMENT. IT SEElS TO ME THAT 3
ALL OF THIS PLAYS RIGHT INTO THE HANDS OF OUR ENRMIES AND IF THERE
IS ANY WAY THAT ALL FURTHER PUBLIC DISCUSSION OF IT COULD CEASE |
IT WOULD BE DESIRABLE ALL AROUND,

I HAVE HAD A LONG TALX WITH EVATT ABOUT THIS AND HE IS SENDING
TO CURTIN THE SUBSTANCE OF WHAT I AM CABLIHG TO YOU.

THE CASEY APPOLNTMENT, I REALIZE, IS BUT AN INCIDENT. THE

it

MORE IMFORTANT MATTER IS THE BASIC RELATIONSHIP OF GREAT BRITAIN
T0 AUSTRALIA. I S:NSE A GROWING FEELING IN THIS COUNTRY OF
IPATIENCE AT WHAT APPELRS PUBLICLY TO BE A HATHER STRAINED
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN AUSTRALIA AND THE UNITED KINGDOM AT THIS
CRITICAL TIME.

I AM SIMPLY WONDERING HOV. SOMETHING MIGHT EE DONE IN THE
ILEDIATE FUTURE TO CHANGE ALL THAT TO AN ATUMOSPHERE OF GOOD WILL
WHICH IS 50 ESSENTIAL TO THE UNITY OF OUR MILITARY EFFORTS

/27
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DIRECTED AGATINST THE ENEMY. I CONFESS AT THE MOMENT THAT I
HAVE NOTHING TO PROPOSE ALTHOUGH I AM GOING TO DIRECT MY MIND
TOWARDS IT AMD IF I THINK OF ANYTEING I V.ILL LET YOU XNOW.

I SAY THIS TO YOU BECAUSE I FEEL MYSELF GREATLY RESPONSIBLE
FOR THE TURN OF EVENTS. I TOLD CASEY GUITE FRAMKLY THAT I HOPED
HE WOULD TAKE THE JOB IN THE MIDULE EAST BECAUSE HE VOULD BE A
PERSON IN THE AREA WHO V.OULD KROW BOTH THE AMFHICAN AND
AUSTRALIAN ANGLES AS WELL AS THE BRITISH, AND I STILL THINK THE
DECISION FOR CASEY TO GO T0 THE MIDDLE EAST IS A WISE ONE.

m«vé’/

DECLASSIFIED 1'
By Bl'pt‘:;ﬂ ivist of the U.§.
By,
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- March 26, 1942,

TC: FCPYER NAVAL PRRSOW
FRCY: TFE PRESTNENT
¥o. 128

EVAIT FAS TUID MF THE SUBSTAFCE OF A CABLE PROM CTRTIN
RELATIVE TC TFE TRIRD AUSTRALIAN NIVISICH, IN WHICE OURTIN
EXFPESBES HIS GREAT ANKIETY AT IEAVING THE TPIRD DIVISION IN THE
MIDDLFE EAST.

I BLVE ADVISED THE AUSTRALIAN MINISTER IF¥ THE ABSENCE OF
EVATT, WHC WAS SONE TC MEW YORE, THAT WE WOULD WITHDRAW ALI
CONDITIONS RELATIVE TC SENDING AM ADDITIONAL AMERICAY DIVISION
TO AUSTRALIA AND TRAT TMDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES CEE ADDITICONAL
AVEPTCAY DIVISION WILL G0 AS SOCN AS POSSIRIE, I ADVISED HIM
FURTHER THAT MY ORTGINAL ADVICE AS TO LEAVING THE FIKAL
AUSTRALTAF MIVISIOKN IN THE MIDDIE EAST EXPRESSED MY OPINION
AFVD THAT 1 FAD WOT rEANGED IT.

I ADVIBED HIM FURTHEP THAT TRE DECISION AS TC WUETHER TFE
AUSTRALIAN DIVIBION SHOULD BE BENT HOME OR MOT MUST PE MADE RY

PRIVE YT NISTEP CT'RTIM AND WOT PY ME,.

ROOSEVELT

The oririnal copy of this despatch was altered in the President's
hendwriting end was therefore returned to Miss Tuvlly for historical
files, DECLASSIFIED

ivist of the U.8.
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IARCH 27, 1942

TO: FORMER NAVAL FERSON
FROM: THE PRUSIDENT
w0. /25

EVATT HAS TOLD ME THE SUBSTANCE OF A CAELE FROM CURTIN
RELATIVE TO THE THIKD AUSTRALIAN DIVISION, IN LEICH CURTIN
EXPRESSES HIS GREAT ANXIETY AT LEAVING THE THIRD DIVISION IN THE
MIDDLE EAST.

I HAVE ADVISED THE AUSTRALIAN MINISTER IN THE ABSENCE OF
EVATT, WHO HAS COME TO K YORK, THAT WE WOULD W.ITHDRAW ALL
CONDITIONS RELATIVE TO SENDING AN mnn:nrmtn-mmma KUSTRS
AND THAT UKDER ANY CIRCUMSTANGES ONE ADDITIGHAL4DI?ISEEPT WILL GO
AS S00N AS POSSIBLE. I ADVISED HIM FURTHER THAT MY ORIGINAL
ADVICE AS TO LEAVING THE FINAL AUSTRALIAN DIVISION IN THE MIDDLE
EAST EXPRESSED MY OPINION AND THAT I HAD MOT CHANGED IT.

. I ADVISED HIM FURTHER THAT THE DECISION AS TO WHETHER Sise. “"q-.!:":;,L
DIVISION SHOULD BE sm’:ﬁn’ﬁr MUST BE MADE BY PRIME MINISTER

Moiceceed

ROOSEVELT

CURTIN AND NOT BY ME.

DECLASSIFIED
Archivict of the D.8.
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TELEGRAY
APRTL 1, 1942
701 FORMER NAVAL PERSON
FRONs THE PRESIDE! Y

1o. 128

AS 1 WAVE COMPIRTED STRVEY OF TME IMVEDIATE AND ICN¥G RAYGE PROPLEMS
OF THE VILIT/RY SITVATICNS FACING THE TFITED NATIONS, T HAVE CONE TO CERTAIN
COVCLUSIONS WHICH ARE S0 VITAL THAT I WANT YOU' TO KYOW THE WEOLE PICTIRE AMD
T0 ASK YOTR APPROVAL. THE WHOLE OF IT IS SO DEPENDENT OF COMPLETE COOPERATION
AY THE TWITED ¥TNGDOM AND TMITED STATES THAT HARRY AND MARSHALL WiIl LEAVE
FOR LOFDOF IN A VEY DAYS "QPPESENT FIRST OF ALL TC YOU THE SALIENT PCINTS.
IT 1S A PLAF TO WFICH I VOPE RUSSIA WILL GRERT WITH ENTSUSIASM AND, OH WORD
FROM YOT' WHEY YOU FAVE SFEF HARRY AND YARSFALL, I PROPOSE TO ASK STALIN TO
SEND TWO SFECTAL REPRESENTATIVES TO SEE ME AT CNCE.

I THINK IT WILL WORY OFT I¥ FULL ACCORD WITF TREND OF PUBLIC OPINTON
WERE AUD IN BRITATN. AND, FINALLY, I WOULD II¥E TC BR ABLE TO LAREL IT THE
PLAN OF THE UNITED NATIONS.

RCOSEVELT

IECLASSIFIED
hirist of the U.8.
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April 2, 1942.

FROM PRESIDENT TO PRIME MINISTER PERSONAL AND smmwmm /5. /S o

S| oneE
POSAL IN YOUR NUMBER OF MARCH THIRTYFIRST DOES NOT MENTION AVAILABILITY OF

FURIOUS WHICH IS SCHEDULED TO LEAVE UNITED STATES APRIL THIRD FOR THE CLYDE VIA
‘BERMUDA AND WHOSE PLANS SHOW ELEVATORS LARGE ENOUGH FOR SPITFIRES PARA ADMIRAL KING
WILL ADVISE ADMIRAL POUND THROUGH GHORMLEY THAT WASF IS AT DISPOSAL AS YOU REQUEST

IF OUR ESTIMATE AS TO FURIOUS SHOULD BE INCORRECT

i

W

DEOLABBIFIED

~ By Deputy Archivist of the U.8.
uf L.,
“—:.75:13&%:_“‘

Date__

Adi s

/30
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DRAFT TELEGRAM

- APRIL 3, 1942

FROM: THE PRESIIENT

NO._J/%/

RELATIVE TO YOUR NUMBER 59 AND THE OPIRATION TO WHICH YOU
ARE COMMITTED I FEEL THAT IT WOULD BE UMWISE TO IDENTIFY THE
EXPEDITION IN THE MANNER INDICATED BY YOU. MY EEASON FOR THIS
IS THAT VE ARE THE ONLY NATION THAT CAN INTERVERE DIPLOMATICALLY
VITH ANY HOPE OF SUCCESS WITH VIDH{ AKD IT SEEMS 10 ME EXTHEMELY
IMPORTANT THAT WE BE AELE TO DO THIS WITHOUT THE COLPLICATIONS
WHICH MIGHT ARISE BY THE DROPPING OF LEAFFLTS OR OTHER
INFORMAL METHODS IN CONNECTION WITH YOUR OPERATION. I DO HOPE

THAT YOU WILL AGREE WITH THIS.

ROOSEVELT

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Arcti.iuiat of the U.8.

By .0.
Date ¥
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THIPLE PRIORITY.

,/% /52:_ ‘*7 Pleuse dslliver lmmediately tihe following message
from the Presldent to tlie former naval parson:

<UUIlE I most earneatly lope that you may find it
posalble to poslpone Cripps's depariure from India
until one more [lnal elffort Laoa been made to prevent
‘a breakcdown in the nsgotiutionas.

I am sorry to say tlhet I cunnot agree with the
point of wview set forth in your meassage to mo Lthat
public oplnion in the Unlited States bLelleves Lhat the
negolbiut lons iave falled on broad geansral lssues. The
general impression iere is qulte the contrary. The
lfeeling on Lhe conirary is aulmost universally held that
the deadlock has been caused by Lhe unwillingnesa of
the British Uovernment to concede to the Indlans the
right of self-government, notwithstanding the willing-
nessof the Indians to entrust technical military and
neval defense control to the competent British authog-
ities. American publiec opinion mwntmd why,

By Dapaty Ar gt of fhe U.8,
sy
T (1
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if the Uritlish Oovernmant ias willing to permit the com=-
ponient parts of India to secede from the British Empire
after Lhe war, it 1s not willing to permit them to
enjoy what ls tantamount to self-government during the
war.

I feel I must place this issus before you very
frankly and I know you will understand my reasons for
80 doing. If the present negotlutlons are allowed to
collapse beocmuse of the issuesas presented to the Amer-
iean people and India should subsequently be sucoess=
fully invaded by Japan with attendant serious military
or naval defeats for our side, the prejudicial reaotion
on Amsrican public opinion ocan hardly be over-estimated.

Consequently, would it not be possible for you to
have Oripps postpone his departure on the ground that
you personally have sent him instructions to make a
final effort to find a common:' ground of understanding.
I learnsd that an agreement seemed very near last
Thursday night. If he could be authorised by you to

state that he WAA s"peweped LY you personally Lo resume
negotiations as at that point with the understanding f

that minor oconcessions would be made by both sides, 1t
- PROLABSIFIED

_ By hqmiy f.vsgi‘gt of the 1.8,
-B,. * Nt

Date o N—t-I0T —
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seems to me that an agreement might yet be found.

I still feel, as I expressed to you in an earlier
message, that if the component groups in India could now
be given the opportunity to set up a nationalist govern-
ment similar in essence to our own form of government
under the Artiocles of Confederation with the understand-
ing that upon the termination of a period of trial and
error they would then be enabled to determine upon their
omn form of constitution and, as you have already promised
them, to determine their future relationship with the
British Empire, a solution could probably be found. If
you made such an effort and Cripps were then still un-
able to find an agresment, you would at least on that
lssue have publioc opinion In the United States satiasflled
that a real offer and a fair offer had been mads by the
British Government to the pecples of India and that the
responsibility for such failure must clearly be placed
upon the Indian people and not upon the British Govern-
ment. UNQUOTE

~ MROLARATYTED .
uﬂ'l:: "' tilm'w Ly A theg U.8.
B’-—- S "T e -

.
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- Aoril 14, 1942.

PRIORITY

From: POTUS
To @ Honking for Former Naval Paraon.

#133 I have resd and approved message lcNarnay to darshall
re planes for India and want to emphasize the following:

Ones: I connider it very unwise to curtail planes now on way
to Stillwell. A very despondent message has coms from the Generalissimo
and I believe considerationz of hizh policy c2ll for z2ir heln to Burma
theatre at once aas Chinese position must be sustained.

Twot I balieve plan A of our Staff is ly far the better.

Three: It is my bellef Japzness land attack on Ceylonm will not be
mada for several weeks.

Four: I hope United Nations shipning will be kept out of Day of
Bengal.

Five: I hope British warships will for the time being stay under
usbrella of land based planes while in viecinity of Scuthern India
and Caylon.

Six1 The quickest and easiest increase in air strength in Indian
theatre is to let us send all possibls plenes now here earmarked for

British accomnt in order to bring Breraton up to strength. This
large movement can start in 48 hours after we hear from you.

ROOSEVELT.

RELEASED 2325 - 14 APRIL 1942

R
.m-?fj: L uncﬁ.n, o e
Naval Klde to itz of the Uis
Naval Aides to President. ’I g 5% o4 d
.

—
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DECLASSIFIED

—’ By Autbority of APBER SEC

ARLY By TA: FER 226314
By m::mtﬁﬂl 11972

/ April 14, 1942,

Prams Holfarne (I CONWECTION WITH THIS DESFATCH SER MESSAGE
oo 4 NO. 1335 FROM THE PRESIDGNT TO MR. HOPKINS

FOP FORMER NAVAL PRRSON) ///

The following data and recommendations are submitted in
accordance with your No. 2398, April 14. Urgent for General Marsheall
from McNarney with Admiral King and Gemerals Armold and Eisenhower
coneurring, We concur with the estimate of the British Chiefs of
Staff as to the importance of the Indie-Middle East area, and as to
the probable results on the Russian position that would follow the
loss of the Middle East, ™e likewise concur in the character of the
assistence required by the British in order to meke the Bay of Bengal
and Indien ares reasonably secure,

Tos kKarshall

At this moment no (repeat no) planes allocated to the U.S,
Army Air Force are available for transfer to India or the Kiddle East,
Units now engaged in such critical tasks as the combatting of the sub-
marine menace on our East Coast are pitifully small and are all badly
under strength. Admiral King states that the tasks assigned the 1.5,
NHaval Forces are so numerous and of such importance that no diversions
can be made at this time.

The only source from which land type airplanes of American
manufacture ocan be secured immediately is from those already allocated
to the British, The following information is given on the types and
numbers available, Considérable numbers of these are now held on
variousz fields in the U.S8., due to congestion of the British ferry
route, particularly at Nontreal, and cannot be cleared through that
route to any destination. These include bombardment types only and
exclude all airplanes known to be non-operational for lack of guns,
turretz, ete.: 35 B-25; 25 LB-30; & B-17s, These numbers are exclu-
sive of greater quantities which are non-operational beceuse of lack
of guns or other equipment now in England; for example, 23 Lockheeds
at Fort Weayne and 67 B-26s at Cmaha.

With respect to vursuit types there are likewise available
considerable quantities which are crated and ready for shipment and
can be diverted to the Indian reglon by the first available shipping.

Proposed plans for employment of these airplanes in India
is given as follows: Plan A, The 10th Air Force, now in India, com-
prises one pursuit group and one composite bombardment group of one
heavy bombardment squadron and two medium bombardment squadrons, To
this foree should be added one heavy reconnaissance sgquadron of LB-30s,
The plan would provide for bringing the 10th Air Force to"full opere-
tional strength immediately by ferrying approvriate pumbers of the

| 0841



operationally fit bombers, above listed, to India and by transferring
pursuit planes by use of the U.S. sircraft carrier Ranger. This ship
to be loaded with crated fighters which will be set up en route, and
flown off at Ponrovia, From that point the planes would be flowmn to
General Brereton, commanding the 10th Air Force,

Plan B, To provide ferrying crews only for the bombera above
liasted and turn them over to the British upon arrival in India. Thlas
vlan is supgested by the statement in the British appreciation, "aireraft
rather than personnel are our primary immediate requirement." However,
we doubt that the British air personnel already in India 1s sufficlently
strong in qualified pilots and combat crews to operate this eguipment
efficiently. If this plan were adopted the pursuit planea could still
be moved to India by the methed already described,

Admiral Kinp definitely states that the Ranger cannot (repeat
not) be mede available for combat use in the Indian Ocean., This state-
ment involves also any other major fleet unit. The only way the Havy can
assist is by the use of HRanger for ferrying across the Atlantic as above
described.

Yie desire to remind you that the 10th Air Force has been assigned
to General Stilwell with an original purpose of supporting his operations.
Since this diversion of the 10th Air Force to another mission will ad-
versely affect the Chinese situation and Stilwell's operations, we deem it
sspecially important that no attempt be made to divert any of the airplanes
required to keep the AVC at full operational strength and that former
assurances to the Generalissimo and Stilwell in this regard be adhered to.
This applies alsoc to other types of planes already allocated the Chinese
under firm agreements,.

At this point your No., 2401 conteining instruections for Stilwell
and Brereton arrived, The orders will be immediately sent as directed
tut for your information the shipping schedule is such that planes now
afloat can scarcely bring the AVG to full operational strength before
May 15. We estimate that Plan A as outlined will bring the 10th Air
Force to operational strength at an earlier cdate than can be accomplished
by depending upon AVG planes over and above the operational strength of
that group. This message has been read and spproved by the President.

%{ CONMECTION WITH THIS DESPATCH SER WMRSSAGE MO, 133 FROM

THE PRESTDENT TO MR, HOPKINS FCR FORMER NAVAL PERSON)

DECLABBIFIED
By Authority of



; : . i
| V ) o /4 -
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTOMN

,/E{,/Q/,{“;ﬂ //rn au’;//” te € i”-ga.rm-.. -
#?53/[/&#{ ‘H‘ﬁ_.r[fu,;( %/){f“‘jt/"’% (R TP

. T
?(/77;&“%4// ba foltasa /,,-, dﬂ,/q e
m;;,,}_?"_ E?T.%‘ ;,g,t/:’...‘t ,Z.:_/H/(Afd.y 8

[,é;af,‘ ‘))éé,,huf_}ﬁ/#i //&"(;'7 L-;h,.uf;‘ /(':"""--.._1
éﬂ—‘f_]d-j‘_/ %49554 Al frgy MLL-/ '(IT\
ST s . /e ety /L?JAA,.ﬁL;m Sl
"/1,:.‘_, Etpany /ﬂm. -Z(; ’\T’L:‘;fu!"i #M ,,./L,J |
,}) Ly /)10 ’? és*-nefﬁmﬁ;; 1’% .(yz
/,L,K},., I*&.///é'.. 4/~ 41%1%?@4&-hu‘!k

/’OIZ‘&;{: L;EQTE::FLEFI‘{;H}&.L ml' E'J'ﬂ--‘- #r{i |

A

?n.gz'...._.q-{ : .
7.:; H J 'ﬂiéithw/ﬁ-m /f— s ﬁ e 4
W:‘/ JH-;. 7-/—'7%“- 72(& Zx‘* L

. 0843



T P >
ff-fééff Ay KR

L/t pan *‘-‘Jfo// A..#J-‘f_[ }rv‘ﬁ
- /41 L el wf/}*fﬁﬁf_;

(Mvi1 \.9?(74 U%;ffﬂmau

=y Wl £ //ﬁ/—c "‘//ﬁ7

= .}/% oai/u’;,.%(/ wi |
ﬁ‘* 74":_:71—--- #‘l«* -'h et {4 -2 §
Lirve v//;- ﬂ/ 'é’m;/ ’5-/: /m«w.

é’w{é per LAyt -;7( / Ax/fx

ol ,‘,.M/ //.,/

/ 77- i / T;w/ff—a,g.,r

H.tunu.._L Fre fuh?/?i;;?z— fre W, 4/
HooTon by B8 Ao7 nu -aw/a/

/t*"* M//&__, ke (4.1..,4,
fﬁ.ﬂh-ﬂ;—ﬁ#(/f‘: 6’(.“.'}-5;/:# Acr&«../—

% 084



- = o o B AT e T il

ot +{./:*'I“£- Kbnato 1k 07—42*“
7},, 4717;&&“’;&5»7{-’4{ ?7-':7_{

'96’1 /ﬁﬂ“b"‘ﬂﬂé:/ #Ln fﬂ/nn_.r. /hh 7&;« .
a ?ﬁ LY e Ll;_-[h.‘l*’

i 0845




.»-r.vuw f!:'ﬁ e YL
ﬁf__,taq-h 'If‘ .i'lr' J..a" ;‘ﬂjq

A '.,I F f&ﬂ '\ ._,.__: gL : y
6{:‘{ 11:‘.;‘ " s :rlf
-'.Ir?' ';;.'I-:_ L /g. .flr ._ '_._- S | IS

. R
i - :- ) e bdr frup Ay
w{_ 'F-. P .‘_'I‘ \.__ i % A

J'”L o
g
%-._;7’ o

34

i\
v

P f‘ 39

¥ W

Agaﬁzzzrﬁg fﬁ i 9ff’i“*

7
S

s
‘?‘?‘%
,{
;a;
h_
:;;

Fi:i;ﬁLﬁuﬁm.}EAfmf

bl o furis

ViInNgY v?fr} '
T
.
<

foy "YU PV
Fedi 4S04
E-.! :;\ 5 ! ? i ot :
I
. ? 3 ¥
i3
i
e EC_,;(:
3

it 70 s J

7y

0846



s

v

WASHINGTON

April 14, 1942.

HON. HARRY L. HOPXINS

LONDON

Litvinov came in to ask for int'ormation
of iloscow what the subject was I wished to
discuss and I told him the facts and pointed
out that all of this was clearly implied
in my message to Btalin. I hope to have an
answer shortly. .

It seems true Laval is back though
we have not hearﬂofficially from Leahy.

ROOSEVELT

PECLASS T
chivist of the U.8s
By ¥. J. gtewart Dats“ﬁﬂ 219?2
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_ Aoril 14, 1942,

PRIORITY
&y A
101 AVERTCAY EVEASSY, LONDON -
- |
e
¥BO) TUE FPESIDENT TO VP, HARRY L HOPKINS -‘{?'77

LITVIEOY CAS IX TO ASK FOR INPOREATION OF MOSCOW
WEAT THE STRJECT WAS I WISHED TC DISCUSS AND I TOLD HIM THE
FACTS AND POINTED QUT THAT ALL OF TUIS WAS CLEARLY IVPLIED
IM MY MESSAGE TO STALIN. I HOPE TC MAVE AN ANSWER SHORTLY.
IT SEEMS TRIE LAVAL IS BACK THOUGH WE HAVE KOT

FEARD OFFICIALLY FROM LEAHY.

ROCSEVELT

Released at 1755, Avril 14, 1942,

o . e e C—H—u
JOFM 1., HeCPEA,
Captain, U, 5. Navy,
Yaval Aide to the President.

DICLASEITITD

By Deputy Archivist of the U.8.

By ¥. J. Stewart Data_ﬂﬂﬁ_ﬂ_lg?ﬁ

e ey,
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FROM: OPHAV
0 ANERICAY WNBASSY, LOWDON

FROH THE PRESIDENT FOR MR, HARRY L. HOPKINS

Your szugpestion heineg studied but consensus of epinion

is that odor still teoo strong for family of nations,

ROOSEVELT

-y

Relaased at 1210, Aprdil, 15, 1942,
I L. Mo
JOHN L. MeCPREA,

Captain, U. 5. Navy,
Faval Aide to the President.

DEOLASSIFIED s
R the U0+ .
D v Archivisd of
- S 21972

By V. J. Btewart ‘Datu“&“
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- aoril 14, 1942.

PHIORITY

FROM: OPHAV
™ : AMERICAM EMBASSY, LONDON
FiOik THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES TN THE FORMHR NAVAL PERSON NO. 134.

YOUR SECRET N0. 69. WE HAVE BEEN AND ARE CONTINUING STUDIES OF
IMMEDIATE NEEDS. I HOPE YOU WILL READ OUR AIR FORCE SUGGESTIONS SENT TO
MARSHALL FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION. THIS WOULD BE .WEH THE QUICKEST WAY OF
GETTING PLANES TO INDIA THOUGH THEY WOULD BE LaND BASED PLANES AND FOR THE
TIME BEING WOULD COMPEL YOU TO KEEP YOUR FLEET UNDER THEIR COVERAGE. ON
THE OTHER HAND THIS PLAN WOULD DO THE MOST TO PREVENT JAPANSSE LANDING AT
CEYLON, MADRAS OR CALCUTTA. IN OTHER WORDS THEY WOULD DEFINITELY IMPROVE
THE GENERAL MILITARY EITUATION IN INDIA AREA. THESE PLANS, HOWEVER,
INVOLVE USE OF RANGER AS A FERRY BOAT AND PREVENT HER USE AS CARRIER WITH
HER OWN PLANES. THE RANGER IS OF COURSE BEST SUITED FOR FERRYING AS WE
ARE NOT PROUC OF HER COMPARTMENTATION AND HER STRUCTURAL STRENGTH.

MEASURES NOW IN HAND BY PACIFIC FLEET HAVE NOT BEEN CONVEYED TO
YOU IN DETAIL BECAUSE OF SECRECY HEQUIREMTNTS BUT WE HOPE YOU WILL FIND
THE: EFFECTIVE WIEN THEY CAN BE MADZ XNOWN TO YOU SHORTLY.

I FULLY APPRECIATE THE PRESENT LACK OF NAVAL BUTTER TO COVER THE
BREAD BUT I HOPE YOU WILL AGREE WITH ME THAT BECAUSE OF OPERATIONAL
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE TWO SERVICES THERE IS A GRAVE QUESTION AS TO
WHETHER A MAIN FLEET CONCENTRATION SHOULD BE WMADE IN CEYLON AREA WITH
MIXED FORCES. T:'" SRt

Joctietn of the U.80
. Date




PARTLY BECAUSE OF THIS AND PARTLY BECAUSE OF MY FEELING THAT FOR
THE WEXT FERF WEEKS IT IS HMORE IMPORTANT TO PREVENT JAPANESE LANDING ANYWHERE
IN INDIA OR CEYLON THAT WE ARE INCLINED TO GIVE GREATER CONSIDERATION TO
TEMPOIRARY REPLACEMENT OF YOUR HOM® FLEET UNITS HATHER THAN MIXING UNITS
IN INDTIAN OCEAN.

IT IS MY PERSONAL THOUGHT THAT YOUR FLEET IN INDIAN OCEAN CAN
WELL BE SAFEGUARDED DURING WEXT FEW WEEKS WITHOUT FIGHTING MATOR ENGAGEMENT,
IN THE MEANTIME BUILDING UP LAND BASED PLANE UNITS TO STOP JAPANESE
TRAMSPORTS., I HOPE YOU WILL LET ME ENOW YOUR THOUGHT IN REGARD TO THE

ATR FORCE MEASURES INDICATED ABOVE. WE COULD PUT THEM INTO EFFECT AT ONCE.

ROOSEVELT

Relessed at 1600, April 16, 1942.

Vi s Aﬂ L M
JOHH L. McCREA,
Captain, U. 5. Navy,
Maval Aide to the President.

DEOLASSTTIND
techivict of the U.84
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April 16, 1942.
o 134

——

- %

YOUR SECRET #69. WE HAVE EEEN AND ARE CONTINUING STUDIES OF
IMMEDIATE NEEDS. I HOPE YOU WILL READ OUR AIR FORCE SUGGESTIONS
SENT TO MARSHALL FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION. THIS WOULD BE MUCH

THE QUICKEST WAY OF GETTING PLANES TO INDIA THOUGH THEY WOULD

BE LAND BASED PLANES AND FOR THE TIME BEING WOULD COMPEL YOU

TO KEEP YOUR FLEET UNDER THEIR COVERAGE. ON THE OTHER HAND

THIS PLAN WOULD DO THE MOST TO PREVENT JAPANESE LANDING AT
CEYLON, MADRAS OR CALCUTTA. IN OTHER WORDS THEY WOQULD DEFINITELY
IMPROVE THE GENERAL MILITARY SITUATION IN INDIA AREA. THESE
PLANS, HOWEVER, INVOLVE USE OF RANGER AS A FERRY BOAT AND PREVENT

i HER USE AS CARRIER WITH HER OWN PLANES.
e &
Jz} DR MEASURES NOW IN HAND BY PACIFIC FLEET HAVE NOT BEEN

CONVEYED TO YOU IN DETAIL BECAUST OF SECRECY REQUIREMENTS BUT
WE HOPE YOU WILL FIND THEM FFFECTIVE WHEN THEY CAN EE MADE
~NOWN TO YOU SHORTLXY.

I FULLY APPRECIATE THE PRESENT LACK OF NAVAL BUTTER
TO COVER THE BREAD BUT I HOPE ¥OU WILL AGREE WITH ME THAT
BECAUSE OF OPERATIONAL DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE TWO SERVICES
THERE IS A GRAVE QUESTION AS TO WHETHER A MAIN FLEET CONCENTRATION
SHOULD BE MADE IN CEYLON AREA WITH MIXED FORCES.

PARTLY BECAUSE OF THIS AND PARTLY BECAUSE OF MY FEELING
THAT FOR THE NEXT FEW WEEKS IT IS MORE IMPORTANT TO PREVENT
JAPANESE LANDING ANYWHERE IN INDIA OR CEYLON WE ARE INCLINED

l- 0853
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TO GIVE GREATER CONSIDERATION TO TEMPORARY REPLACEMENT OF YOUR
HOME FLEET UNITS RATHER THAN MIXING UNITSE IN INDIAN OCEAN.

IT I& MY PERSONAL THOUGHT THAT YOUR FLEET IN INDIAN
OCEAN CAN WELL BE BAFEGU ED DURING NEXT FEW WEEKS WITHOUT
FIGHTING MAJOR ENGAGEMENT, IN THE MEANTIME BOILDING UP LAND
BASED PLANE UNITS TQ STOP JAPANESE TRANSPORTS. 1 HOPE YOU WILL
LET ME KNOW YOUR THOUGHT IN REGARD TO THE AIR FORCE MEASURES
INDICATED AEOVE. WE COULD PUT THEM INTO EFFECT AT ONCE.

o .
A 2
- ¢

THr RANGER IS OF COURSE BEST SUITED FOR FERRYING
AS WE ARE NOT PROUD OF HER COMPARTMENTATION AND HER STRUCTURAL
STRENGTH. g

e s T Sl
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FROM PRESIDENT TO PRIME MINISTER PERSONAL AND SECRET.

YOUR SECHET NUMBER SIXTYNINE HAS BEEN DULY CONSIDERED AND IT IS ROTED THAT IT DOES XOT
CONTATH !.{EH‘EIDH. OF AIR FORCE MREASURES SINT TO MARSHALL FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION NEARLY
FGHT!EI.E}{T HOURS AGO PARA YOUR ACCEPTANCE OF THE SAID AIR FORCE MEASUHES WILL IMPROVE THE
GENERAL MILITARY SITUATION IN INDIAN OCEAN THEATER PARA MEASURES KOW IN HANRD BY PACIFIC
FI;E'.ET HAVE NOT BEEN CONVEYED TO YOU IN DETAIL BECAUSE OF SECRECY REQUIREMENTS BUT WE EXPECT
YOU ®ILL FI_H'D THEM EFFECTIVE WHEN THEY CAN BE MADE KNOWN PARA YOUR FROPOSALS FOR DISPOSITION
OF UNITED STATES SHIPS ARE RECEIVING EVERY CONSIDERATION AND RILL BE REPLIED TO IN DUE
COURSE PARA IN ANY EVENT IN ORDER TO AVOID MIXING OF UNITS WHATEVER DECISION MAY BE REACHED
WILL FROBABLY BE PREMISED ON TEMPORARY REPLACEMENT OF HOME FLEET UNITS RATHER THAN MIXING
URITS IN IRDIAK OCEAN PARA LET ME URGE YOU TO ACCEFT AIR FORCE MEASURES IH]]IGA}T!HEJ;}QMBE THAT "
THEY MAY BE PUT INTO EFFECT AT ONCE.

[ IOBES



— Aoril 16, 1942,

FRIORITY

FROI: OFHAV
TO: AERICAY EMBASSY, LONDON

FOO¥ THE PRESITENT TO ¥R. FOPEINS FOR THE FORMER NAVAL PERSON NO. 1326
—

REFERENCE HOPKINS DESPATCH OF 14 APRIL CONFELRENCE CF REPRESENTATIVES
OF AGEHNCIRES CONCERNED HAVE REACHED DECISION TO LAY UP TANKERS OPERATING ON
ATLANTIC COAST FOR A PERIOD DEPENDING UPCN AVAILABILITY OF NORE EFFECTIVE
PROTECTION, COFPORTUNITY ':';’]'L!. RE TA¥EN TO ARM SHIPS AS RAPIDLY AS POSSIELE.

ACTION OF DRY CARGO SHIPS TNDER CONSIDERATTION.

SECFETARY FNOX DID WOT MAXKE 3TATENMENT ATTRIBITTED TO HIM. IT HAS

BEFN RETRACTED.
ROOSEVELT

Pelaased at 1900, April 16, 10942,

Y A .‘Hf'a.:_-a-————-
JOAN 1. YoCREA,
Captain, 1, 8. Nawvy,
Faval Aide to the President.

'ﬂZEL;‘.‘-‘.‘-"..'-"'SITIﬁ I
By Deputy Archiviet of tha U.8.

By ¥. J. gtewart Dntwn

il
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WAR SHIPPING ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON

ADMINISTRATOR

- April 16, 1942

HEMORANTUM T'OR THE PRESIDENT:

At a conference held thils morning in the
Office of Secretary Ickes, the attached post
cablepram was agreed upon 2s a consensus of
opinion of those present.

The following were present:

Secretary Ickes

Mr. Davies

Mr. Leon Henderson

Adiministrator, War Shipoing
Adminlstration and three
of his representatives

Mr. Joseoh B. Fastman

General Pyron, U.8.4.

8ix or eight representatives
of the oll industry

At the conclusion of the meeting I went to
see Aduniral Hing where the enclosed draft was
orepared in the form submitted herewith for your

signature.
E. 8. Land
Enclosure
DPEOLASSIFIED 7C

By Authority of

0857
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OlgCB OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF
UNITED STATES FLEET

———— W

Date

From: Chief of Staff.

Te: /dmiral KM/M A/Mv
T

PROPOSED DRAFT OF DESPATCH IN REPLY TO SECRET CABLE-
GRAM 1 OF .

0. /35, T
CONFERENCE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF AGENCIES CONCERNED
HAVE REACHED DECISION TO LAY UP TANKERS OPERATING

ON ATLANTIC COAST FOR A PERIOD PEPENDING UPON AVAIL-
ABILITY OF MORE EFFECTIVE PROTECTION X OPPORTUNITY

WILL BE TAKEN TO ARM SHIPS AS RAPIDLY AS POSSIBLE
PARA ACTION ON DRY CARGO SHIPS UNDER CONSIDERATION

PARA SECRETARY KNOX DID NOT MAKE STATEMENT ATTRIBUTED
TO HIM X IT HAS BEEN RETRACTED

Kooty —

sty
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FROM; OPFAY
TO: AVERTTAY TRASEY, LOWDON April 17, 1942,

FOR THE FORMER NAVAL PERSON: PRIORITY

MACKENZIE KING HAS BEEN AT THE WHITE HOUSE FOR TWO

DAYS AND HE WAB VERY ANXIOUS TO HAVE SOMETHING TO SHOW FOR HIS
WASHINGTON VISIT AND PROPOSED A CONFERENCE IN OTTAWA EARLY IN
MAY TO DISCUS8 THE GREATLY EXPANDED AIR TRAINING PROGRAM AND
THE RENEWAL OF YOUR EMPIRE AIR TRAINING PLAN ON AN OVERALL
BASIS FOR THE UNITED NATIONS, I SEE NO HARM, AND A GOOD DEAL
OF PROBABLE GOOD IN SUCH A CONFERENCE,

I TALKED WITH YOUR EMBASSY APOUT AN IMMEDIATE RELEASE
TO YNCHRONIZE WITH KING'S DEPARTURE AND THEY SAW NO REASON
TO BOTHER YOU WITH IT BEFOREHAND,

I HOPE YOU WILL LET SOMEONE COME FROM ENGLAND FOR
IT, IN ADDITION TO YOUR TOP PEOPLE OVER HERE.

ROOSEVELT

Released at 1705, April 17, 1842,
ol A A S SR SRR

JOAY L. MoCHEA,
Captain, U'. S, MNavy,
Naval Alde to the President.

N T
By Dergt: v,
0.0 Stacak

By . = s
bute 2 Vot g
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A'Dril 1’?| 1942,
FPOY s OPNAV
TO: AMERTCAY EVBASSY, LONDON

PRIORITY

TO: HOPKINS - LONDON —

REFCRTED THIS MORNING PETAIN RESIGNED., DARLAN IN
HIS PLACE BUT LAVAL PROBABLY IN CONTROL, IN VIEW OF THIS
WELLES AND I FEEL NORTH AFRICA STAND SOME CHANCE FAILING TO
ACCEPT LAVAL'S ORDERS,

THEREFORE HOPE YOU AND MARSHALL WILL TALK THIS NEW
SITUATION OVER WITH FORMER NAVAL PERSON WHO DOUBTLESS HAS
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, T AM NOT PROPOSING REVIVAL OF GYMNAST
BUT ONLY ASK THAT YOU DISCUSS WHOLE SUBJECT.

THERE IS SOME REASON HERE TO BELIEVE ORANGE
BATTLESHIPS WITHDRAWING TO EASTWARD OUT OF BAY OF BENGAL,

RANGER BEING LCADED,
ROCSEVELT

Roleagsd at 10:45, April 17, 104EZ.

. L. Ac{:'..,.._,_,

JOPY 1., MoCHEA,
Captain, U, 5. Mevy,
Maval Aide to the President,

_ DECLASSIFILD

By Depuly Archivist of the U.B.
By V. J. Stewart DateMAR 21972
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- Aoril 13, 1942.

FROMs OPNAY PRIORITY
TO: AMERICAN EMBASSY, LONDON.

FRO# THE PRESIDENT FOR MR. HARRY L. HOPKINS

I DO NOT THINK RETURN LONDON ADVISABLE AS MATTER MAY
NOT DEVELOP FOR DAYS AND MAYBE WEEKS.

ROOSEVELT

Released at 0915, April 18, 1942.

T-L-ArQ._‘___

JOHN L. MecCREA,
Captain, U. 8. Navy,
Haval Aide to the President.

PEOLAS siF LED

By Deputy Arohivist of the U.B.

2y 3. 3. Brewart sate MAR21972
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BY Depuiter ozttt ap 4ho 0.8

g, \’%nd:__
Date 9" 1971
el _ April 21, 1942.

FROL : OPHAV
TO 1 AMERICAIl EMBASSY, LONDON

FROM THE PRESIDERT TO FORMER NAVAL PERSON, NO. 137

—_—

IN REPLY TO YOUR NUMBERS 71 and 72 ALL PLANS HAVE BEEN
COVPLETED FOR MOVEMENT OF AGREED UPON AIRPLANES TO INDIA AT
THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE MOMENT. BAD WEATHER HELD UP ASSEMBLY OF
PURSUIT ATIRPLANES FOR SHIPMENT ON RANGER BUT THIS MOVEMENT IS
COMPLETED AND RANGER SHOULD LEAVE ON TUESDAY APRIL TWENTYFIRST.
YOUR APPROVAL OF THE UTILIZATION OF LIBERATORS PAREN B DASH
TWENTYFOUR PAREN MAKES IT POSSIBLE FOR US TO INSTALL ASV EQUIPMENT
ON THESE AIRPLANES PRIOR TO MOVEMENT TO INDIA. THIS WILL PROVE
A GREAT HELP IN RECONHAISSANCE MISSIONS OVER THE BAY OF BENGAL
OR THE INDIAN OCEAN. SEVEN FLYING FORTRESSES SHOULD LEAVE THE
UNITED STATES WITHIN FORTYEIGHT HOURS. TWENTYFOUR ADDITIONAL
LIBERATORS PAREN B DASH TWENTYFOUR PAREN SHOULD LEAVE THE UNITED
STATES SHORTLY AFTER MAY TENTH. THIS DELAY ESSENTIAL TO PROVIDE
THEE VITH SATISFACTORY NOSE ARMAMENT PERIOD THE TWENTYONE B DASH
TWENTYFIVES WHICH WE TOOK OVER FRUM YOU SHOULD LEAVE THE UNITED
STATES DURING THE COMING WEEK PERIOD THIS DELAY CAUSED BY
ADDITIONAL EQUIFPMENT NOT ON YOUR AIFPLANES SUCH AS AUTOMATIC
PILOTS BEING INSTALLED PRIOR TO THIS MOVEMENT PARAGRAFH AIRCRANT
CARRIER RANGER WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR FURTEER FERRYING ADDITIONAL
ATIRPLANES TO INDIA VIA AFRICA ON ITS RETURN FROM WEST AFRICA.

T

-



FROM THE PRESIDENT TO FORMER NAVAL PERSON, NO. 137, (CONTINUED)

T T e e

T0 WHAT EXTENT AND WITﬂ VHAT EGUIPNENT IT WILL BE LOADED WILL BE
DETEFMINED AFTER PRESENT MOVEMENT STARTS. AVAILABILITY OF
ATRCRAYT, PILOTS AND THE TIME OF TURN AROUND WILL ALL DETERMINE
LOAD AWD DESTINATION OF SECOND TRIP, IF IT IS MADE PARAGRAFH

AVG FOR THE TIME BEING HAS A TOTAL OF TWO FOUR SEVEN ATRPLANES
ALREADY AT KARACHI OR EAST OF KARACHI OR ENROUTE BY AIR OR BY
SEA PARAGRAPH I ASSURE YOU THAT EVERYTHING POSSIELE IS BEING DONE
T0 MEET REQUIREMENTS OF AVG IN CHINA AND YOUR FORCES TN INDIA

ROOSEVELT

/&0 F

Released at April 21, 1942,

C;T £:~ ﬂédﬁ! C::Awn-

JOHN L. MoCREA,
Captain, U. 5. Navy,
Naval Aide to the President.

SRR e nmml*a‘%*‘"ﬂ‘:ﬂ

By Degaty focnioas ot e U8

E—
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THE WHITE HOUSE i
WASHINGTON i
|

april 21, 1942
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDINT:
BOTH THESE WIRES ARE 0.K.

e | i
AND I THINK THEY SHOULD BE SENT !

AT ONCE.

H.L.H.

o i B
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WAR DEPARTMENT
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY AIR FORCES
WASHINGTON

April 19, 1542

MEMORANDUM FOR ADMIAAL KING: (Wavy Department)

Subject: Draft of Messape for President.

Here is a draft of a messape for the President

to the former Naval person.

v Ha OLD,
Lieutenant Genmeral, U. 5. A.,
Commanding Gemeral, Army Air Forces.

Inel:
Draft of Message to .

Fresgident.

Praattin Parraralt Library ‘irl’ ;FL
. " b

bate~ FEB 1419/¢
llp-nturn-_vﬂ}fff}'\;:f : '
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HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY AIR FORCES =i
WASHINGTON Bignatures |72 s

E s

April 19, 1942
VEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Subject: Airplanes to India.

It is suggested thatﬁhé‘fiﬁ&ﬁm telegram be sent to the M

person in reply to his HNo. pril 18th.
TE??- ALL PLANS HAVE BEEN COMPLETED FOR MOVEMENT OF AGREED UPON ATRPLANES

T0 INDIA AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE MOMENT PERIOD BAD WEATHER HELD UP
ASSEMELY OF PURSULIT ATRPLANES FOR SHIPLENT ON RANGER BEUT THIS LOVEEENT
15 COLPLETED AND RANGRER SHOULD LEAVE CN TUESDAY APRIL TWENTY FIRST
PERIOD YOUR APPROVAL COF THE UTILIZATION OF LIBERATORS PAREN P DASH
TVENTY FOUR PAFEN MAK=S TT POSSIBLE FOR US TO INSTALL ASV EQUIPEEN
ON TISE ATRPLANES PRIOR TO MOVEMENT 70 INDIA PEXIOD THTS WILL PROVE
A GREAT HELP IN RECONNAISSANCE LISSIONS OVER THE BAY OF BENGAL CR THE
INDIAN GCEAN PHRIOD SEVEN FLYING FORTAESSES SHOULD LEAVE THE UMITED
STATES WITHIN FORTY EICHT HOURS PERIOD TWENTY FOUR ADDYT TIOHAL LIBERATORS
PAMEN B DASH THENTY FOUR PAREN SHOULD LEAVE THE UNITHD STATES SHORTLY
AFTER MAY TENTH PERIOD THIS DELAY ESSENTIAL TO PROVIDE THEM WITH
SATISFACTORY NOSE ARMAMENT PHRIOD '™ME TWENTY ONE B DASH THWENIY FIVES
WHICH WK TOOK OVER FHOM YOU SHOULD LEAVE THE UNITED STATES DUXING THE
COMING WE¥K PERIOD THIS DELAY CAUSED 5Y ADUITIONAL EQUIPMENT NOT ON
YOURR ATHPLANES SUCH AS AUIOUATIC FILOTS BEIKT INSTALLED PHIOR TO ‘DIIS

* g L
AT -:.'V_‘

FOVEMENT PARA AIRCHAFT CARTIER 'Uv...;'?r""'f_i';ﬁll OE AVAILAHLE FOR FERMYING

"ILI.'- A

ADULTIONAL ATRPLANES 70 THDIA ON ITS RETURN FROV WEST AFRICA PERIOD
O VHAT EXTENT AND WITH WHAT EQUIPMENT IT WILL BFE LOADED WILL BF

DETEGINED AFTZH PRESENT MOVEMENT STARTS PEIIOD AVATLABILITY OF

t 0866



JIRCRAFT COMUA PILOTS AND 'E'jiH TIHE OF TURN AROUND WILL ALL DETERMINE
LOAD AND DESTINATION OF SECOND TAIP COMMA IF IT IS MADE PARA AVG FOR
THE TIME BEING HAS A TOTAL OF T.0 FOUR SEVEN ATRPLANES ALHEADY AT

KARACHI OR BAST OF KARACHI OR EN POUTE BY AIR OR BY SEA PARA I ASSURE

YOU THAT EVERYTHING POSSIELE IS CGEING DONE 10 MEET RECUIHEMENTS OF

Sesnets—

Lleute renergl, U. 5. A.
Commandi ner Army Alr Forces

AVG IN CHINA AND YOUR FORCES IN INDIA

)

Pranklin D. Roosavell Library

DECLASSIFIED
DOD DIR. s200.9 (9/27/89)

Date- FER 141972
81gnatures // 2

G, g A i
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APRIL 21, 1942

10:  LONDON

w. /38

-r‘a;a. THE PRIME MIFISTER FHOM THE PRESYDENT.

REPLYING 10 YOUR NUMEBER 74, BELIEVE LISER TO LET STTUATION
JELL & LITTLE EEFORE MAKING THE APPROACH YOU SUGGEST. THIE
BUSINESS WMUST EE WATCHED VITH THE OREATEST CiRE. I WILL CABLE

T0U AGAIN ABOUT IT IR TRE NEAR FUTURE.

¢ ?W-

ROOSEVELT

Released at / K0 E April 21, 1942,
I Lo el e
JOHE 1

« MoCREA,
Captain, T. 8. MNavy,
¥eval Aide to the President.

.

- —
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Aprdl 21, 1942

LEMORANDUM FOR THE PHRESIDENT:

Here is a draft which is
a rather evasive answer but it may
be all you want to say to the

Frime Minister at the moment .

H.L.H.




APIIL 2%y 1942
TO: LOMEOR

REPLYTING 10 YOUR HREBFR 0, I A ELIGHT:D WITH THE AGREMASHT
FHICH V.AS EEACHED BITIEEN YOU AKD YOUR

L YO JLITASY ACVIELRE ARD
MAREHALL AND POPKINS. THEY HAVE REFORTED TO «F OF THE UNRINEITY
OF OPINION RELATIVE TO THE PROPOSAL "HICH THEY CARRIED L.ITH THEM
50 LMUCH YOUL FERSONAL SESEAGE CONFEILIING THIS.

I HELIEVE THAT THIS JOVE 1JLL H
AND MAY VELL BE THE

'II."T" I '

PFRECIATE EVER

VERY EISHEARTENING TO HITLER
HICH E

L& L0 NFALL WILL BRI ACCOMPLICHED.
I AM VEEY HCARTENED AT THE PROSPECT AND YOU CAH PE SURE THAT OUR
ARNY VILL APPROACH THE MATTER wIThH GREAT FWNTHUSIASH ARG VIGOR.
I LOULD LILE

LUESTION OF A PUBLIC

J‘O T111 ~|n. '-Lh. i FIT IH da
AMTOUNCEIENT

RZRT. I VWILL

I BELIEV

LT YOU RE0W WY FERELING ABOUT THIE SO0,

E THAT ANY JUNCTIOR BETVFEN JAPAMNLSE AND GERMANS IS

DEAL OF DOIRG

FROEPECT OF THIS IS SOUETHING THAT ST HE LATCHED.
IN THE UBANTIME AS YOU WILL HAVE SEEN IN THE PRESS LE HAVE

HAD /4 (00D CRACK AT JAPAN BY AIR A

GOING TO T/XE A CGREAT

BUT REALLZE THAT THE REGOTE

AL I A HOFING THaT W CAN WAKE
T VERY SIFFICULT FOR TH=AL TO £ T00 HARY OF
TH

THEIR RIG SHIFPS
NDLLAH QCEAN.

IN
I WILL HAVE A TALE VWITH FOUND AEQUT THIS IN A
LiY OR T00.

mlﬂm
t of the

By
By,
Da

[ narb



: ‘I_E :..T...I | P -
ST G WOV AL GeHEraL TO VISID E, I &4 &0 STING THAT
¥ COiE hE FIRS FORE GOXRG: TQ ENGLAND,  YILL YOU LET M
A0 I YOU HAVE AWY DTHER VIS, ABOUT THIST I 43 UTTE FLEASED
HO0T THE STALIL R
ILE Ot UAL BA-ZICULTIES Wil I 23 ¥ 0 8iY
FHAT I FEEL BETTER LAEDUT THE LAR TEAN AT a THIE IN Ti I T TVO

TrARS,
I LWalT TO THARG TOU FOR YoUk CORDIAL RECEPTICH OF IMLARSHALL

LHD HOPHINE.

Yayseuedy—

ROOSEVELT
e
Feloasod nt I”G 2_'%‘ Anril 22, 1942,
\7-- &L - .& o C:«\—l—-
JOHN L, YeOUEA,
Captein, 7.8,Yarvy,
i .-44.—‘-'

Yaval cfide o tha Fras!

DECLASBIFIED
By Deputy Archivist of the U.8.

——
:

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library
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FROM: OPNAY
TO 1 AVERICAY ENPASSY LONTDON

PRESITENT TO FORVER WAVAL PEPSON PRRSONAL AMND - NO. 140
—

I MEFER TO YOUR SECRET NUNFER SEVENTYSIX ADURESSED TO ME AND AM PLEASED
TO SAY THAT WASP IS TO PE MADE AVAILABLE FOR THE SECCFD TRIP WITH
SPITFIRES FOR MALTA X IT 75 500N TO ¥VOW TPAT THE ARRANGEMENTS FOR
DELALING WITH ENEMY HEAVY SHIPS IM TUE WORTH ATLANTIC ARE SATISFACTORY X
YOUR SECRET NIMEER SEVENTYSEVEM TOD VE GIVES TS CLEAR IDEA OF PLANNED
MOVEMENTS IN INDIAN QCEAV AFD WITH RESPECT TO CONVCY FROM EASTWARD

INTO MALTA X TIME T8 NEFINITELY 1'{T1T‘T-|T}L:".".JI_ I¥N OUR FAVOR JUIST NOW X BEST

oF LUCK

ROOSEVELT
Released at 1900, April 24, 1942,
. C. MOTT,
Lieutenant, TSWR,
Whits House Watch Officer,
DEOLASSIFIED

U.8.

l 0872
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/4€ﬁwL//;ﬂ7T;mMu .,ﬁf;¢§*:§; /L&ﬁ{L

PRESIDENT TO FORMER NAVAL PERSON PERSONAL AND SEEEENuMpER _ 140

I REFER TO YOUR SECRET NUMBER SEVENTYSIX ADDRESSED TO ME AND AM PLEASED TO SAY
THAT WASP IS TO BE MADE AVAILAELE FOR THE SECOND TRIP WITH SPITFIRES FOR MALTA X
IT IS5 GOOD TO EMOW THAT THE ARRANGEMENTS FOR DEALING WITH ENEMY HEAVY SHIPS IN THE
NORTH ATLANTIC AR® SATISFACTORY X YOUR SECRET NUMBER SEVENTYSEVEN TO ME GIVES US

CLEAR IDEA OF PLANNED MOVEMENTS IN INDIAN OCEAN AND WITH RESFECT TO CONVOY FROM

EASTWARD INTO MALTA. /' /e o, ’/7/”"/‘}{ ﬂgﬁ}"y g

DPECLASSIFIED .
By Deputy Apchivist of the 0.8
By
TG 3 Date
# 7
-.g"-c.adiff_.f 1 J L
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10 THE FORGER GAVAL PEREON:

oM/l T TAVE SED YOUN CADLE TO LAMRY THIE M0n.ING RELATIVE 70 Ti

e TO RUSSIR. I+ HRATEY DISTURBEL BY THIS BECAUEL I Fi file |
LE THI = IN RUSGEIA BUT EVEN 0HE THE FRCT THAY
L EUPPLIE 1 EJY HERACH TrES FROMPTLY. E HAYE Uil SUCH & THEEFDOUS

=

GET OUR SUPVLIEE GOING THAT 10 BAVE THEL BLOCKRED EXCEPT FOH

PET COPELLING RELSONS SEESS TO ME A SERIM AIETARE.
I 3alTiE IN Talds I EAVE Hi il AGAT ITH LITHL

THLS AL A o IS THAT THE MATTER IS5 EXTHE

ON THi OTHER HAKD T.OULD IT MOT EE EETTER FOL US 10 HARE ALL OUR PLARS
[N TEE DD IATr FUTURE Of THE BRSLS OF RIPERIESCE? I1 ML
THAT THE NEXT COWVOY WILL “IOVE THROUGH EASIER THAN ¥l AED THAT
THE DIFFICULTIES THICH LE NOL FORESEE JMRY J0T EE INSUSSEDURTABLE ANl

. A RAF AN ETET P TRV A Y . T y -
H LB wAY pAVE TO ULLNRGD MAY |.-J.;LI.- L VEPRR T T T R w7 o) II.I!"-..\'

L. LAt 'i'.__.'_-'_ ;J.l.'fl:'.]I,nr:.L: Lrif LM L;.. r’_'...[-_... .,iLI:]J‘..';.Iu

¥ TrE LSINIATE CORVOXS

Th: STUFF NOA. BACKED UP ID ICELALL

AP AT — .

X ekl I R : - i '
Cal GET ThaduGx AHE I HOFE THAT IR ANY CORVERSATIONS THAT ELER AY

- it I SR T -
Ll IS Moo lis ol )

DIFFICULTIES ARD URGLAG THEIR COOPEHATION ILN ERINGING THE COLVOTS IH

BUT I VIR

STAEDING WITH RUSSIA ABOUT THE AIOUNT OF OUR SUFPLIR: IN VIEW OF THE

b=
S
5
1
o A el s 5. k5 adi

DIFENDI NG ASSAULT Oi THEIR AR{IES. IT SEMES 70 HE THAT ARY WORD RLEACHING

0874
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April 28, 1942.
FOR TH: FORMER NAVAL PERSON:

NO: (42

IN REGARD TO IRONCLAD I AM SAYING IN MY SPEECH TCNIGHT
AE FOLLOWS:

PLAIN ENGLISH QUOTE RECENTLY WE HAVE RECEIVED NEWS OF
4 CHANGE IN GOVERNMENRT IN WHAT WE USED TO KNOW AS THE REPUBLIC
OF FRANCE -- A NAME DEAR TO THE HEARTS OF ALL LOVERS OF LIBERTY --
A NAME AND AN INSTITUTION WHICH WE HOPE WILL 800N BE RESTORED TO
FULL DIGNITY. PARAGRAPH THROUGHOUT THE NAZI OCCUPATION OF FRANCE,
WE HAVE HOPED FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF A FRENCH GOVERNMENT WHICH
WOULD STRIVE TO REGAIK INDEPENDENCE, TO REESTABLISH THE PRINCIPLES
OF 'LIBERTY, EQUALITY AND FRATERNITY', AND TO RESTORE THE HISTORIC
CULTURE OF FRANCE. OUR POLICY HAS BEEN CONSISTENT FROM THE VERY
BEGINNING. HOWEVER, WE ARE NOW COWCERNED LEST THOSE WHO HAVE
RECENTLY COME TO POWER MAY SEEK TO FORCE THE BRAVE FRENCH PEOPLE
TO SUBMISSION TO NAZI DESPOTISM. PARAGRAPH THE UNITED NATIONS WILL
TAKE MEASURES, IF NECESSARY, TO PREVENT THE USE OF FRENCH TERRITORY
IN ANY PART OF THE WORLD FOR MILITARY PURPOSES BY THE AXIS POWERS.
THE GOOD PEOPLE OF FRANCE WILL READILY UNDERSTAND THAT SUCH ACTION
I5 ESSENTIAL FOR THE UNITED NATIONS TO PREVENT ASSISTANCE TO THE
ARMIES OR NAVIEE OR AIR FORCES OF GERMANY, ITALY AND JAPAN. THE
OVERWHELMING MAJORITY OF THE FRENCH PEOPLE UNDERSTAND THAT THE
FIGHT OF THE UNITED NATIONS 18 FUNDAMENTALLY THEIR FIGHT, THAT OUR
VICTORY MEANS THE RECTORATION OF A FREE AND INDEPENDENT FRANCE --
AND THE SAVING OF FRANCE FROM THE SLAVERY WHICH WOULD BE IMPOSED
UPON HER BY HER EXTERNAL ENEMIES AND HER INTERNAL TRAITORS.

‘ 0876
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PARAGRAPH WE KNOW HOW THE FRENCH PEOPLE REALLY FEEL. WE KNOW
THAT A DEEP-SEATED DETERMINATION TO OBSTRUCT EVERY STEP IN THE
AXIS PLAN EXTENDS FROM OCCUPIED FRANCE THROUGH VICHY FRANCE TO

THE PEOPLE OF THEIR COLONIES IN.EVERY OCEAN AND ON EVERY CONTINENT.

OUR PLANES ARE HELPING IN THE DEFENSE OF FRENCH COLONIES
TODAY, AND SOON AMERICAN FLYING FORTRESSES WILL BE FIGHTING FOR
THE LIBERATION OF THE DARKENED CONTINENT OF EUROPE. UNQUOTE
RESUME CODE

_ I FULLY APPROVE YOUR THIRD AND FOURTH SUGGESTIONS AND

WILL GET THIS TO THE FRENCH AMBASSADOR ON THE MORNING OF ZERO DAY
AND WILL ADD THAT IF FOR THE DEFEAT OF THE AXIS POWERS IT IS
DESIRABLE THAT AMERICAN TROOPS OR SHIPS USE IRONCLAD IN THE
COMMON CAUSE OF THE CIVILIZED PEOPLES, WE SHALL NOT HESITATE

TO DO 80 AT ANY TIME. C f

ROOSEVELT

0877
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SR 55 11T PORMTR DAVAL PIRSON FROM THE PRESIDENT.

KING IE COEAICATIRG WITE POUND TODAY EELATIVE T9 THE
URCENT (ECESSITY OF GITTING OFF O00F ZO0RE CONYOY IE LUY IN OrRDER
10 BHAEAX THE LOG JiM OF SHIPS IMLAEADY LOGDED SR BEING LOLDED FOR

I AM VERY ANDIOUS THAT SEIPS UOT BL UNLOADED AND RELOADED
IN ERGL-AND BECAUSE I BELITWE IT WOULD LEAVE INPOSEIELE ARD VEEY
LDISSUIETING IMPRESSION IR RUSSIA.

QUR FPROBLEY TS TO MOVE 107 EHIPS HOU LOADEDR OF ERING LOALED
IN THE UNITED KINCDOM AND THE URITED STATES FRIOE TO JUME J"IJL.‘.T.‘
I EOFE YOU WILL AGREE 10 THE PHROPOSAL KINC IS 1UAKTHC BECAUSE I
THINK ON BALANCE THAT THIS IS THE MOST IMFORTART THIRG LE CAN UEBE
OUR ESCORTS FOH.

LE ROULD GATCH OUR LO/DIRGS FHOMX OUT 50 THAT THE AGREED UPON
REELR LEAVISC ICELAND AFTFR JUNE FIEET OULD FiALL WITHIN THE
POSSIBILITIES OF OUR CONVOY SYSTEM. I ENOW THAT THIS IS A
DIFFICULY ENTERFRIS: BOUT I THINK IT IS 850 DMPORTANT THAT I HOPE
You VILL EXAMTHE KING'S PROFOSAL WITH POUND CAREFULLY.

/?MW

DECLABSIFIED ROOSEVELT
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- Aoril 30, 1942,

FROM: OPHAY
T 1 AMERICAN EMBASSY, LONDON

FROW THE PRESIDENT TO THE FORMER NAVAL PERSONM PHERSONAL AND

I hove had no officinl information concerning Giravd's allepad
escrpa. My only information has come from tha press.

It seams orobable to me that the recueat made unomn you by Mr.
Curtin for two divisions and for edditional marine assistance was made
upon hiz own responsibility although probably based upon converszations
with Genaral hacartiur. The directive under which General lacirthur
holds his command provides that the Unlted States Chiefs of Staffl will
constitute the executive egency through which orders ars ta be nasged
to him, and we had assumed that any request of his for reinforcement would
be diracted here. However, the command set-up in Australis is complex and
understandings in certain details are reached only as they arise, and it is
therafore possible that both Mr. Curtin and General MsciArthur felt it proper
to make request for British sssistunce directly upon the British Government.

We have previocusly replied to m message from General MacArthur
informing him that additional airplene carrisrs ere not nor svailablas
for nasignment to the Southwesat Pneific. Only today we raceived another
request for a number of ships desired for constwise and local transportation
in Auptralia, but we had no knowledge of any snecial need for additional

trena-Pacific shinosing, nor for the two British divisions now at gea. I

agrea with you these should 7o to India and I hope HEE’EHEE%?}EDrEﬂUEHt ia

0879
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not & mera oreliminary to an insistence uvon thes return home of the 9th
hustralisn Division. A&s you know, in accenting, =ome time ago, your
suzzestion that we send an additiomal divi=ion to the Australians, we did
8o in the hope that they would then feel able to leavs one of thelr own in
the Hiddle Fagt.

Vie will instruct Genersl dacirthor, immediatsly, that his future
requests for reinforcements, excenst for routine supsly which should follow
accustomed channcels, will be processed to the United States Chiefs of Staff.
Vhers your forees are concerned, we will then communicate with the British
Chiefs of Staff. With this arrangement definitely prescribed and understood,”
you will know that any recuest resching you from Mr. Cortin is made upon his
own responalbility. If you think it advisable I vill exnoress the hope to
Mr. Curtin that he will not ask the return of any of his troops from the
Near East.

This desp=tch is in reference to your Ho. 22.

“F-3c0- & 2

/9285 o RODSEVELT
i
e e Gl
{Liym.f - LN
O ole
DECLASSTFIED

By Deputy Archiviat of e 0.8,

"
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