
ROOSEVELT TO CHURCHILL 

MARCH - APRIL 1942 



THE U NDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASH INGTON 

March 1, 1942 

My dear Mr. President: 

· In accordance with t he reQuest you made of me 

on Friday, . I a m enclosi ng herewith a suggested mes­

sage f or you t o send to 11r. Churchill in response to 

hie message to you of February 27. 

I am ret urni ng t o you herewith Mr. Churchill's 

message , as you r eQuest ed. 

Believe me 

,.. .. · .. >I .. "' \ . ,\ 

J . 

Eno. 

The President, 

The White House. 
DIOLASSlFlED . 
J\ato Dept. letter , t-U.N. 

2 11~MAR ' '97 
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PAE.PAAIHO OFFICE 
WILL I NDICATE WHETHEn 

!
Full rate 

Collect Day letter 
Night letter 

TELEGRAM SENT 

TO St TftANSMitlEO 

CONF"IOENTI"t. C<IOt; 

NONCONP IOENTfAL COO! 

Charge Oepartmer~t: XX 
full rate 

llepartment nf ~tau 
Day letter 
Night letter D:CLA ol FIEi> 

Charge to !!}' D~ruty J.rchi vi st of tile U.S. 

$ FEB 1 4 197l !lr 11'. J, Stewart Date ___ _ 

NO DISTRIBUTION 

AMERICAN EI1BASSY, 

LONDON. 

March~ 
-..3 

,.Yo I I 2._ FOR THE FORlo!ER NAVAL PERSON FROH THE PRESIDENT. 
/"' .33 

1942 

The views outlined in your telegram on t he adherences 

to the United Nations declaration very closel y coincide 

wi t h mine. 

I believe we should without question accept the 

adherence of t he French National Commi ttee in London, 

whenever submit ted, but that we should consult as to the 

action to be taken on requests for further adherences from 

PART AUt 

P\AIH 

governments with which we are s t ill in official communicat ion: 

We might then determine at what moment we should bring 

t he Soviet Government, and other governments of the United 

Nat i ons which may be directly concerned, into these 

consultations. 

As for "free grOUP! • representing the populations of 

occupied countries, and other organizations, I have no 

i ntention of taking any action without full consultation 

Enclp/omJ Jv ------
~ Jvopn• _____ M., ___ ... , 19- --------· 

;/v 
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PREPARING Of"Cl 
W ILL I KOICATE WHrlMut 

!run rate. 
Collt<t Day letter 

HIJhl letter 
Chatll Dt.partme.nt: 

rl,lll rate 

TELEGRAM S ENT 

Beparfm~nt nf &tau 

ro •c '"·u•t•unco 
COK,-IOI~TfAL COOt 

HOHOON11DC.NTtAI. 0001! 

,AATAI" 

1'\AJN 

... Oaylet1f'f 
Hlghl lenu 

Charge to 
w a.shfntlon, 

$ 
- 2-

with you. 

Welles had already commenced the discussion of this 

general problem with Halifax prior to the receipt of your 

message, and he will continue t hese conversat i ons along the 

lines above indicated. 

Eu:RA :TI<T 
PA/D:JCD 
U: SA' :GES 

·--·-··-· 

Acting 

5.!1 1t1 ------- · M., - ···- - - • 19- --------
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THE COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON 

March 7 , 1942 . 

MEMORANDUU FOR CAPTAIN r.tcCREA : 

At tached aro 3 copies of r evised draft of 

mess aee from the President to the Pr ime Minist er. 

\'/ill you plense e1 ve one copy t o Mr . Hopkins 

ond l:eep one for your file . Please , also, when the 

messaee is fin~lly sent, sonr. me e copy for distr ibu-

t1on to tl)e Chiefs or Starr . 

#.¥ 
W. B. S . 

Incl . 
Dr aft of messa~e . 

D! CLAS!; r- ":'I 

By Aut!lG~H:; c~-»Q~-1 
4:7 F"~ /97_,...._ ___ _ 

a,J¥8 D"bMAR 1 1972 
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'1'0 I'ORIIE!l UAVAL P<liSOII: 

OEOL•RRJFI""" 
By J,uf::· 

~9:17h9~-~ .nr,;J'r~ 
BrBI:ilh . MAl\ ,.., l 

7 l3t ~ I '1 L/-1/ 

wl~ l/3 1 . ~e hnvo boon in coaetant contorenco o1nca rooe1pt ot your 

moacns o of ~areh 4th to inouro thnt nothinc 1a loft unexplored 

which ca.n in e.n,y way i.Dprovo our prosont proap•cta . .-.'e l'"OCOSJllzo 

!'ull7 tha ::uo;;n.J.tud.e of thO probloas COn!'rontJ.ns JOU in the I.nd1CU1 

Ooonn an~ are eQuallr conoornod over thoao which confront u= in tho 

?ac1!1e, pA~i:ularly a1ncn ~to ~ni tod Statoa aaauaaa 4 ~cavy re­

spona1b1l1t7 rocQrdi,ng~oAaurce for ~. dofonao ot Auatralia , Now 

Zealand , o.nd the e;u.a r<l1nc; o!" their sea opp1•oaohes. You , on t~~o othor 

band , will recocni~o tho d 1ftlc'..ll t1es unJor flllcl~ "Uu labor in da­

ployl n.t ru:ld maintainlnG , ln un~roparod and d1atant pos14;. 1on3, tho 

conaldorablo torcoo which will be required t o zoet this critical 

aituatlon. I imo• t hat. yoa <;111 alao approo!ato that ruccas:. 1D 

holdinz this rei 1on doponJo lcruely u~on tho adoquac7 or shipping , 

and tho avn1lttb1l1t y of :~1t1ons ond aircraf t tor arm1ng Dominion 

forco~. 'i'ho rJ.agn.1tudo ot t.ho off ot-t which m~y ~o p\.O.t r orth by tho 

"J . : • ..tn t!oo :.o-u.t;nJout i' c.clfi c has a direct rolctt.1on Lo t.bc t.lO.Otitude 

of the air o!'fen.slvo which tho u.s. ili'ill bo nblt t o un..:erto.ke t'rog, 

l7l.oot 1D the .:W:.ac recJon, for the deten::o ot J..1.uttr«.li6. and Now 

Zoa.l,m.J. , for ;>rosot-V1Jl& " bet:.:¢ G.rO& ror (I f'uturo t!oc lai vo or: on-

11VO o.a;o.ina t. J apun , •n(l to'!" cont::lnlu .· J liipt.nosr• n uvLl anrl uit-

toroea 1n t he Pnelt1o . Providad t holr bGIO:I ln tho '.lOSt or 

Auatro.11a. een bo kep t eeouro , u. s . eub:u.:-1nea will continuo to 

o,orato 1n tho 4:JDA Area OOAinat Japano .. OUj>] lJ line a and ac;alnot 

D&Ya~ torcea that exit to the lndim Ooean 

3, •ihllo Jopan 1o indood oxtcmdin;l hor•ol r ovo:- a larsa 

~troa , 1t auat bo adlll1ttod t :u\t the doplo)'IOont hao boon okil!'ully 

oxooutod and cont1nuea to bo ertectivo. Tho ooergy or t bo Japa­

n••• attack io ot1l l vorypowortul. It la 0Dl7 throU&h a ~eater 

energJ , oldll , and detera.1Aat1oo, that 1apao om bo h.alte4 beJ'o.re 

-
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oho attains a domln&ting poo1t1on t'rol:l whlob it would provo l:IOat 

difficult to oJoct bor, Tho ~ . s . ~~01 that tbo Paciric situation 

ia now very ~ravo, and , i t it 1o to bo otabi11:od, r oquiroo an 

i:Amedie.t &, conoort.d , and vicorous orrort by tb.e ~nitod Statue, 

Australia, and !low Zoalond. To ostabl1ol> tho =:r dorondod buos 

now planned and to tranaport to theJU thoir carr laona . toeotltor 

with anougi:l amphlbloua troops tor evon •>lnor otfone ivoo, roqu!roo 

t h o movement thoro of aomo ot our acph1b1oua torooo , and tho uae 

or a ll our caabat 1oadod transports w!l1ob aro not urgently 

.... ~od at hcca tor elaontary tra!nln{; or a4diUoaal a.oaphlbi ouo tor ­

:aatlon a . Tho loan to tho Brit!ab or t ransporto Cox• further t roop 

moYemento to India ! requires tho uoo or combat tranaporto for carry­

ing u.c. gnrr1son3 to ~oc1tion:-; in tho Pac1!1c. , and thus , oori?u~ly 

r odUCOD ;>l'OSOnt Jl03MlbJ.l1t1es Of orronalve action t n other rO(;lOnO , 

4 . 'Je conou.r 1n your oati:c.ato or tl1.o l..J::Qorto.n.ce or the 

IDdie.n and Ud'll.o :;c:t /..rcns a'td a..~oo t lult ro1nturcc::aonto ar.u 

required, -:le aloo avoo t hat the Australian :md :;.,.., Zonlnn<l 

div1si<>ns no\T 1n t hr.t ro;::ion el\ould rw:~o.in. Tho <!l st Divloion 

1a leaving tho llnitcd !ltnto • b' tho l !lth o!' thls •• onth, t·enchln3 

Auatra11a o.i>out April l Oth . :..s n r oi;>lacemont ro!' ;\Ols trll.lian 

ond ::ew : ealo.n.l divlalonn allot to<! t o the ::tu ' le U.at and India, 

tho United Steto• ia properod to dispatch t wo addit ional d iv1aiona:­

one to Australia and ono to Now Zealand. A convoy or ono- halr a 

d1v1a1on could 1oavo about April 15th and the roaa!ndcr or ~1o 

d1v1aion about May 15~\. Another u. s . divio1on can also 1eavo tor 

tho Southweot Paoirlc about Lla:r 15t h , It should bo underotood 

t hat our willlncno•• to d1epatcll t h oao two d1via1ons , over and 

above the n a t , •h1ob h alread; :e't .Q to 1>0· 1a based on tho 

nooooaity for ooona.i:tn& 1n ab1ppln{; and tho contlnuins aocurity or 

the lllddle Eaot , India ond Corloa. It 11, tborotore, dependent 

up<N1 the r etention or a a!Ja1lar numbe r or Auetr alhn and llow 

Zealand d iviaione in t booe t hoatoro• ~to above movemente in 

-:;l.- I 0783 
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the Southeast Paoit1o oAn be aco~11shod ~rov14Qd tha~ •~ twcntJ­

!1vo oar.,;o allipa are w1tbdra~m tor one vor~o £rom tho11o IJltl&gCd 1n 

tranaport. or Lomd.-Loaeo -tor1al to the nod Sea IUld to Chi.Da• m d 

aahedu1ou to aal.l 1n April aDd -· 

o. The u. s. oan t'.ll'llillh llhip;>ille to cove e cllvioiona 

( '.0 .ooo l:lOn) •Hll their ottuip::sont rrou tho U .r;. to tho 111ddlc 

resainder about !.l&y G. The ":.ll';:>l;'inC o: ~coo llW.~~ in eo:>t i!lcuont 

up<m o.cooptQDCo or tho .t'ol).oe~ durin: the ~oriO<l t':lo)" sre oo 

uae4: 

~· C~t e~~ot be ~~~tckcn. 
\ .k· !lovotil.ent& or o.s. troo_:>s to tho :sr! tioll !el;,o :Jlll 

be li:zl1tod to tno~c "h.1oh t h'.>oo ship'" can ta:::o tr= tho ll. s. 
~· Olrae t Covcgon~n t o Iculaaj ( ~) cLnnet Lo Qado. 

A• m.ovoa ccrso .shlpo ouat bo ;r1t!ldrA·c·u :roo sol. linea 

tor au- and 1\~ Soil during t.prll lllld !!4y. Th~sc Dhipu llro 

encased .in transportation ot Lond-Lo~a IOS.t or1nl to China 

and the W.ddl.a Sut. 

J.• -"-1-ioe>n contribution to an e1r orrcna1vo e,aG.1ruJt 

a.~ 1n 10<1:2 '=OUH be co:::lC'II!lat cw•teiled and CllY 1-norloc-.n 

contribution to lAPd opor ationa on tho continant of ~op• 

1n 11112 vill bo =tor1all7 red\lcod. 

l t 1a cona1dored ae~ont1t\l tllot t~o ~.c . ~~1:>~ u~od 

tor tho uovcoDt ot tho ~ ... o i::rlt1ah .:avin.lOJU! ~ r c t"..u"Ded ~o :r • .:;. 

G. In o:l.d1t1on to conddoreblc :r. ::. a.ir • &Dtia.iroratt c.nd 

&Wd11ar;; troopo, thoro in noo 1n Auotr•ll~ on o d!viul oa, tD.­

UIId'!ld tor dotenao o! llow Caledonia, ulllall ocmtribute~ 41rootl;r 

to Australian aeour1t;r. Aa atatcd Bbova 0 tho 41at DiY1aioo ia 

aaheduJ.od to aall to Auatrnlla on Karel> l Oth. lil tb \.he arrhal 

l 0784 
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- ot thia d1 rta1on, u.s. gl"'und and air toroae in Aua tralh and 

!law Caledonia will total a om" 90, 000 man. 

Suoa baa been p;arriaoned and a u.s. pursuit squadron 

haa baen aent t o Suva. With the line from Suoa to Australia held , 

New Zealand i n ita retired poaition aouth t hereof, ia not thought 

to be in danger of aarioua attack. 

PBRSOH&&L SHIPPIKG 

7, Tbe praaant ahipbuild1~ program aeema to be about the 

maximu::-. tbat can be a ttained, and any 1ncreaaaa would not ba 

ayailablo until attar ;una , 1 944, l neludad in the progrKm are 

thlrty C-4 ahlpa , aaeh having a lift of 3 , 675 ••en , and twenty P-2 

abipe , each having Q lift of 5 , 750 men. Thua , under ccnetruetion 

we now have troopabipo that will carry 225, 250 men. It 1e l.Uidor­

atood that t he British do not plan to 1ner oaao their total or 

troop-carrying ah1pa, 

Shipping now a.ailable , under t he u.s. flaP, , will lift a 

total or about 1~,000 c an . lnereaaea from eonveraiona durlng 1942 

are eatlmated at at leaa t 35 , 000 men, By June, 1943, new conatruc­

ticn will g1Ye an additiona l 40 , 000, by December, 1943, an additional 

100, 000, and by June , 1944, an additional 95000. Tbua , na6leettns 

loaaaa, the total troop carrying capacity of U, S, veaaala by 

June, 1944 will be 400,0v0 man. 

a . Tha deployment of the American Air Porcea , Which, a t thia 

atage, muat be regarded aa wholly tentat1Ye, lncludlng Army and shore 

baaed liaval Avia tion, will be in a ccordance with th ' following atra­

tegio concepts ofte nae aga inat Germany ua1ng m&Zimua toroea; datenae 

of t ho general area Alaska, llawa1i , Auatralia, uaiJlA neeeaaary toroaa 

1n aupport or t he United Statae l>avy 1n t ha t area and 1n ma1nta1n1ng 

eaaent1al aoa oomlllun1oa t1ona in all u.s , a raaa; defenaa or llortb and 

South America using a oaantlal foreaa. Tanta tiYe diatribution by the 

end or 1942 ot tirat line streng t h 1a • • tollowa: 

- 4 -
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- ~· 4lt.ako., A~ one group ( th1rt7• t1vo) hoavy boa boro 

hot.V7 l>olaboro m<l ono croup (o1S)>t7) purau1t , llt.V7 48 VPB. 

~· Hawaii and !lorth Pa<>1t1<> Ielanda, Arl.-cy t':.'o croups 

(70) heo.vy bomboro throo groupa plus two Ot;'.l4UrOil!l (290) 

pursuit , ono aquad.ron (13) light bo!Oboro, llo.vy 12G VP!l 

40 V!;O 90 VP, 00 VSll. 

~· Soutbwoat Pac1t1c agd Auotrallt., ~~ two ~roupo (70) 

henvy bolllbera , two groupo medium bol:lboro ( 114). ono e;roup l18ht 

bOJ:lbora (57), f1V8 trOUpO 4Dd one SqU&<Iron (425) , ?UJ'DU1t , 

llavy 90 VPB, 1!4 VSO , 01 VSE, ul Vr' • 

.\!• C..-ibbun area, Arr:q t wo groupo (70) hoat-y bonbor.­

one g t•ou,;> (57) aed1= bomber~ one group (57) 11E;ht bo=boro 

tour groups (:120 ) purauit . l>a•r (lO:l) .'Pll 6::> 'ISO • 

.!.• Ch1na-llld1&-Huran o.roa.. Arms one e:ro:J.p plus two 

aquadrona hoevy bombors (60) ono group pursuit (00) oxc1uo1ve 

ot AVO . 

! • Outpoet.e on 11no::1 ot oom."!runiatLttonn, /or:uy ono .aquadron 

heavy ~bcrs (0 ) tvo aqua<lrono oed1um bcs~ers (26) aeven 

•qundrono puroult (175 ) , Nn~; 40 V?ll 1~ VSO . 

1!.• Arm:; t.ir l'oreo:s nvalla'ble r or ot"i'cn.::1vo O)i:kln,:,t 

Gor:a.anx: 

(1) July 1(14:) , ~lu•oo croups heavy bo:'lbcro (100) one 

;;;r<>II.P ::to;UU."' b=bora (57) throe crou;>s li;·ht booboro (171) 

tlvo QrOU,I)O purau1to (100 ). 

(2) Oo~obcr 194::! , cloven [;rouJ>a hoa·-7 bo;:>bc!'o (385) 

throe groupo modlum bomboro (171) f1vo z r OU?8 light 

bomber• (2aS) •oven grDU?a pursuit~ (SGO) . 

(~) Januarz 1843, ~1ftoen GrOUPO hoa\"7 b03bora (525) 

aevon groupa meu1'/'• OO..I>ot•a (390) covon rroupo 11S)>t 

boal>ero (31111) thirteen c;roupa purau1too (1040). 

oPurou1t to bo ueod •• f1sht•r eooort for da711ght boab­

ina and for o~fcna1vo awoopo . 

- 5 -
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- 9 , This does not include airplanes in depot reserve and 

those essential tor operational training . As much as possible 

or this force ia essential 1n the United Kingdom if a concerted 

offensive against German &ilitary strength and resources is to 

be made 1n 1942. The above dispositions include torces previously 

sot up t or OY!.II!AS'l' and LIAGNET . 

10. In oontiding thus fully and personally to you the details 

or our military arrangements I do not mean that they should bo with­

held £rom ;our close military advisors. I request, however, that 

turther circulation be drastically reduced . 

- 6 -
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- TO PORJlER NAVAL Pml!Oll : 

!I~ //S 1. , We have been in constant oontorence s1noo recei-pt ot your 

mooaage or Uoroh 4th to 1nouro that nothing is lett unexplored 

Which can 1n an7 way ~rove our proaont prospects. Wo recoan1&o 

fully the magnitude or tho problemu confronting you in tho Indian 

Oooan and are o~ually oonoornad over thoao which confront us 1n the 

Pao1tio~ partioulerl> ainoe the United States a01umoa a healf)' re­

oponsibility rogard1.ng moaeu.ros ro'r tho defense ot Australia, ltow 

Zealand, and tho guarding or thoi r eon npproachae . You , on tho other 

hand, will reoogni<o tho difficulties under whioh wo labor 1n de­

plo:ring add mainta~, in unprepared and distant positions, tho 

cons1derabl o forces which will be roquirod to moot this critical 

o1tuRt1on. I know that you will alao ~preclate that succoaa in 

holding this region dependa largely upon tho adequao:r of shipping, 

and the availability of munitions and aircraft tor ~ing Dominion 

toross. 'l'ho mngni tudo or tho effort whioh may be put f orth by tho 

u.s. 1n tho Southwest Paoitio has a direct relation to tho magnitude 

or tho air orrenoivo Wbioh tho u.s. will be able to undertake from 

United Kingdom Bases . 

2. '!'he t.J .S. 1a noiT operating a large part or the Paoitio 

Fleet tn tho An%ac region, tor the detenee or Auatr&l1a and How 

Zealand, for pro•erv1ng a baee area tor a tut~o doo1e1ve otten­

eivo againet Japan, and tor oontaintns Japanoao naval and air 

torooo 1n tho Pao1t1o. Provided their bans 1n tho wost or 

Au•tralla oan be kept aoouro, u . s. submarines will continue to 

oporato 1n tho ABDA Aroa against Japaneoo oupply linea and against 

naval torooa that exit to the Indion Ooaan 

3, Wh1lo Japan is indeed oxtonding horsolt ovor a large 

aroa, it muot bo admitted that tho deployment has boon ak1ltull:r 

oxooutod and continuos to bo offeotive. Tho energy or the Japa­

neaa attack ia atill vorypowortul, It ia onlr through a greater 

energy, aklll, and determination , that Japan C*ft be halted betoro 
n~c!.~csr.,trD 

By tl f!f'l~t- •.· ,,, ... tor the u.s. 

Br_ luj~~•bt± 
»atoJOV 1 ..,,I I 0788 
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she attains a docinating position trom which it would prove most 

difficult to eject her. The u.s. agrees that tho Pacific situation 

is now very grave , end, if it 1s to be stabilized, requires an 

~nediate, concerted, and vigorous effort by the United States , 

Australia, and New Zealand. To establish the many defended baees 

now planned and to transport to them their garrisons, together 

with enough amphibious troops for even minor offensives , requires 

the movement there of some of our S!llphibious forces , a.nd the use 

of all our oOlnbat loaded transports which are not urgently 

needed at home for elementary training of additional amphibious for­

mations. The loan to the British of transports for further troop 

movaments to India requires the use of combat transports for carry­

ing u.s. garrisons to positions in the Pacific , end thus, seriously 

reduces present possibilities of offensive action in other regions. 

4 . VIe concur in your estimate of the importance of the 

Indian and Uiddlo East Areas and agree that reinforcements are 

required. We also agree that tho Australian and ller; Zealand 

divisions now in t hat region should remain. The 41st Division 

is leaving the United States by the 18th of this month , reaching 

Australia about April lOth. As a replacement for Australian 

and !lew Zealand divisions al l otted to the !.liddlel2lst and India, 

the United States is prepared to dispatch two additional diviaiona:­

one to Australia and one to New Zealand. A oonvoy of one-half a 

division could leave about April 15th and the remainder of this 

d1v1eion about May 15th. Anoth~r u.s . divi sion oan also leave f or 

the Southwest Pacific about Yay 15th. It should be understood 

that our willingness to dispatch these two divisions , over and 

above the 41st , which is already set up to go, is baaed on the 

necessity for economizing in shipping and the continuing security of 

the Uiddle East, India and Ceylon. It ia, therefore, dependent 

upon the retention of a similar number of Australian and New 

Zealand divisions in those theaters. The above movements in 

-2-
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the Southwest Paci!'ic can be accomplished provided that some twenty­

five cargo ships are withdrawn for o~e voyage from those engaged in 

transport of Lend-Lease mater1a1 to the Red Sea and to China, md 

scheduled to sa1l in April and War. 

s . The u.s . can furnish shipping to move 2 divisions 

(40, 000 men) Ylith their equipment from tho U. K. to the L!iddle 

East and India. The first convoy consisting or all the u.s. ship­

ping and the Aquitania can depart for O. K. about April 26 and the 

remainder about Liar 6. The supplying of these ships 1s continguent 

upon acceptance of the following during the period thor are so 

used: 

.!• Gymnast cannot be undertaken . 

!>.· Movements or U.s . troops to the British Isles will 

be limited to those which these ships can take from the u.s . 
~· Direct Movements to I celand (C) cannot be made. 

~· Eleven cargo ships must be withdrawn from sa111ngs 

for Burma and Red Sea during April and May. These ships are 

engaged in transportation of Lend- Lease materia1 to China 

and the Middle East • 

.!!.• American contribution to an air orrenaive against 

Germanr in 1942 would be somewhat curtailed and any American 

contribution to land oper ations on the continent of Europe 

in 1942 will be materia1lr reduced. 

It is considered essentia1 that the u.s. ships used 

for the movement of the two Britieh Divisions be r eturned to u.s. 
upon completion or the movement. 

6. In addition to consider~ble u.s . air , antiaircraft and 

aux.iliarr troops , thoro is now in Austra1ia one division, in­

tended fer defense of New Caledonia, which contributes directlr 

to Australian securitr. As stated above, the 41st Division is 

scheduled to sail to Austra1ia en March 18th. With the arri val 

- 3 -
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- of thi s division, u.s. ground and air for c es in Aus tralia and 

!lew Caledonia will total some 90, 000 men . 

Samoa ha s been garrisoned a.nd a U. S. pursuit squadr on 

has been s ent t o Suva. 1'/i th the line from Samoa to Australi a hel d, 

New Zealand in its r e tired position south thereof , is not thought 

to be in danger of serious attack. 

PERSONNEL SHIPPI NG 

7 . The present shipbuilding prosram seems to be about the 

n>aximum that can be a t tained, and any i ncreases would not be 

avail able until after June , 1944 . Included in the program are 

thirty C- 4 s hips , each having a lift of 3,675 men, and twenty P-2 

ships , each having a lift of 5 , 750 men. Thus, under constr uction 

wo now have troopships that will carr y 225,250 men , It is under­

stood t hat t he British do not plan to increase their total of 
' 

troop- carrying ships . 

Shi pping now a vailable , under the U. S. flag , will lift a 

total of about 130, 000 men. Increases from conver sions during 1942 • 
are estimated at at least 35, 000 men. By June , 1943, new cons truc­

tion will give an additional 40 , 000, by December, 1943, an additional 

100, 000, and by June, 1944, an additional 95000 . Thus, neglecting 

losses, the total troop carrying capacity of u . s . vessels by 

June, 1944 wi l l be 400, 000 men . 

8 . The deployment of the American Air Forces , whi ch, at this 

stags , must be r egarded ae wholly tenta t i ve , i ncl udi ng Army and shor e 

baaed Naval Aviation, will be in accordance with th~ fol lowing stra­

tegic concept : offense agains t Germany usi ng maximum force s; defense 

of the general area Alaska , Hawaii , Australia, using necessary forces 

in support of the United States Navy 1n that area and in maintaining 

essential sea communications in all U. S, areas; defense or llor th and 

South Amer ica us i ng ess ential f orces . Tentative di stribution by t he 

end or 1942 of first line strength is as fol lows: 

- 4 -
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~· Alaska, Army one group (thirty-five) heavy bombers 

heavy bombers and one group (eighty) pursuit , Navy 48 VPB • 

.!?,. Hawaii and North Pacific Islands, Army two groups 

(70) heavy bombers three groups plus two squadrons (290) 

pursuit, one squadron (13) light bombers , Navy 126 'IPB 

48 VSO 90 VF, 90 VSB • 

.2.• Sout hwest Pacific and Australia, Army two groups ( 70) 

heavy bombers , t•11o groups medium bombers (114), one group light 

bombers (57), five groups and one squadron (425),pursuit , 

Navy 90 VPB, 24 VSO, 81 VSB, 81 ~ff . 

_g_, Caribbean area, Army two groups (70) heavy bombers 

one group (57) medium bombers one group (57) light bombers 

four groups (320) pursuit , Navy (108) VPB 60 vso , 

2.• China-India-Burma area, Army one group plus two 

squadrons heavy bombers (60) one group pursuit (80) exclusive 

of AVO. 

£• Outposts on lines of communications , Army one squadron 

heavy bombers (B) tv1o squadrons medium bombers (26) seven 

squadrons pursuit (175), Navy 48 VPB 12 VSO. 

g. Army Air Porces available for offensive against 

Germany: 

(l) By July 1942, three groups heavy bombers (105) one 

group medium bombers (57) three groups light bombers (171) 

five groups pursuit~ (400) , 

(2) By October 1942, eleven groups heavy bombers (385) 

three groups medium bombers (171) five groups l ight 

bombers (285) seven groups pursuit* (560) , 

(3) By J anuary 1943, fifteen groups heavy bombers (525) 

seven groups medium bombers (399) seven groups light 

bombers (399) thirteen groups pursuits~ (1040). 

*Pursuit to be used as fighter escort for daylight bomb­

ing and for offensive sweeps . 

- 5 -
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9, This does no t i nol ude airplanes in depot reserve and 

those essential for operational training. As much as possible 

of this force 1e essential in tho llnitod KingdOl> if a concerted 

of ·fonsi vo a~ainat Gorman !'ilitary etrenr-th and resources ia to 

be ".ade in 1942. Tho above dispositions include forces proviouoly 

sot up for GYMNAST and MAGNET. 

10, In oonti~i~g thus fully and porsonally to you tho dotai l o 

of our mllitar y arrangements I do not moan that they should bo wtth-

hold from your c l oaa military advjsora. I request, however, that 

further circulation bo drastically ro~ucod . 

11 . I am oond1nr you a personal au~~ostion on sunday in ra~ard 

to simplification of area responoi~ilitios. 

12, This may he a critical period but remember alwaya it 1a not 

as bad aG some you hnve so well survive~ botoro. 

RO<JSgv&LT 

- 6 -
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JYo. 11'1 
THI!: WHIT!!: HOUSI!: 

WASHINGTON 

~!arch 9, 1942. 

FOR FORMER NAVAL PERSON 
LONDON 

' .. 
I have decided, if it is agreeable to you, to send to 

you in London,as my representative on naval matter s, the 

present Chief of l'laval Operations, Admiral Harold R: Stark, 

. -r:;;-
as the successor 6116 Admiral Ghormley Vlho has been serving 

as Special !laval Observer in London . Star k has, as you 

know, broad knowJ:edge of our Naval Forces. afloat and 

ashore , and I think he will definitely contribute to the 

work of the Combined Staff in London. 

I am putting Admiral ~ing into St a rk's place here as 

Chief of !laval Operations, but King will also retain the 

position of Commander in Chief of' the United Ste tes FleetJ 

and will r emain in \"iashington. 

-qn Ill e!J. ROOSEVELT 
DECLASSIFIED 

:~ Deput1UQ~~.:::~ u.a. 
Pate_DC~?. &.\ _ _ _ _ 

/I¥ 

-
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DECLASSU'IED • A/ f/$' I"Br Deputy ArfW-:-ot of the U.S 'I> (f 
0

· 

By . Uht\'\'l~~~~t--
Da~ 11971 March 9, 1942. 

TO THE FORMER NAVAL PERSON: 

-:#;;5 I TELEGRAPHF.D YOU SATURDAY NIGHT IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS OF COMBINED STAFFS AS YOU DOUBTLESS 

RECOGNIZED FROM THE CONTEXT. I WANT TO SEND YOU 'tHIS PURELY 

PERSONAL VIEW SO THAT YOU MAY KNOW HOW MY THOUGHTS ARE DEVELOPING 

RELATIVE TO ORGANIZATION . 

I AM CONCERNED BY THE COMPLEXITY OF THE PRESENT 

OPERATIONAL COMMAND SETUP TO VIHICH IS ADDED EQUAL COMPLEXITY 

IN THE POLITICAL SETUP. 

WHEN ALL IS CONSIDERED THE OVERWHELMING CONTRIBUTION 

OF ALL THE UNITED NATIONS, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF RUSSIA, AND TO 

LESSER EXTENT CHINA, COMES AND WILL INCREASINGLY COME FROM THE 

RESOURCES OF BRITAIN AND THE UNITED STATES . EVER SINCE OUR JANUARY 

MEETINGS THE EXCELLENT ARRANGEMENTS OF THAT PERIOD HAVE LARGELY 

BECOME OBSOLESCENT IN RELATION TO THE WHOLE SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA. 

I WISH THEREFORE THAT YOU WOULD CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING 

OPERATIONAL SIMPLIFICATION . 

(1) THE WHOLE OF THE OPERATION RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE PACIFIC 

AREA WILL REST ON THE UNITED STATES . THE ARMY, NAVY AND AIR OPERATING 

DECISIONS FOR THE AREA AS A WHOLE WILL BE MADE IN WASHINGTON BY THE 

UNITED STATES CHIEFS OF STAFF AND THERE WILL BE IN WASHINGTON AN 

ADVISORY COUNCIL ON OPERATIONAL MATTERS WITH MEMBERS FROLI AUSTRALIA, 

NEW ZEALAND, NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES AND CHINA WITH AN AMERICAN 

PRESIDING . CANADA COULD BE ADDED. THE PACIFIC COUNCIL NOW SITTI NG 

IN LONDON MIGHT WELL BE MOVED HERE; AT ANY RATE THE OPERATIONAL FACT 

OF ITS FUNCTIONS INCLUDING SUPPLY SHOULD OPERATE FROM HERE. 
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• &7 Depnt~r hiviot or the o.s 
Br ·~un·t 
Jlate_ -"'_-o_ ·- -'t~_JS_JlT _ _ _ _ 

YOU MAY THINK IT BEST TO HAVE A PACIFIC COUNCIL IN LONDON 

CONSIDERING POLITICAL QUESTI ONS . 

THE SUPREJ.IE COWo!AND IN THIS AREA WILL BE A!.IERICAN . 

LOCAL OPERATING COMMAND ON THE CONTINENT OF AUSTRALIA WILL BE 

IN CHARGE OF AN AUSTRALIAN . LOCAL OPERATING COIIJ.!AND IN NEVI 

ZEALAND WILL BE UNDER A NEW ZEALANDER. LOCAL OPERATING COMMAND 

IN CHINA WILL BE UNDER THE GENERALISSIMO . LOCAL OPERATING COMMAND 

IN DUTCH INDIES WOULD BE GIVEN TO A DUTCHMAN IF LATER ON AN 

OFFENSIVE CAN REGAIN THAT AREA FROM THE JAPANESE. 

UNDER SUCH AN ARRANGEMENT DECISIONS FOR IMMEDIATE 

OPERATING STRATEGY WOULD BE DETER»INED IN WASHINGTON AND BY 

AMERICAN SUPREME COMMANDI:iR FOR WHOLE PACIFIC AREA UNDER SUPERVISION 

OF UNITED STATES CHIEFS OF STAFF, THE METHODS OF REGAINING THE 

OFFENSIVE WOULD BE SD!I LARLY DECIDED. THIS WOULD INCLUDE FOR 
,.r., •• /,[""" ,, 

EXAMPLE OFFENSIVES IN NORT~~~TERLY DIRECTION FROM THE MAINABASES 

AND ATTACKS ON JAPAN PROPER FROM CHINESE OR ALEUTIAN OR SIBERIAN 

BASES . THERE WOULD BE DEFINITE RESPONSIBILITY ON OUR PART THUS 

RELIEVING BRITISH FROM ANY TASKS I N THIS AREA OTHER THAN SUPPLE­

MENTING OUR EFFORTS WITH MATERIAL WHERE POSSIBLE. 

(2) THE MIDDLE AREA EXTENDING FROM SINGAPORE TO AND I NCLUDING 

INDIA AND THE INDIAN OCEAN, PERSIAN GULF , RED SEA, LIBYA AND THE 

MEDITERRANEAN WOULD FALL DIRECTLY UNDER BRITISH RESPONSIBILITY. 

ALL OPERATIONAL MATTERS 111 THIS AREA 1\0ULD BE DECIDED BY YOU . BUT 

ALWAYS WITH UNDERSTANDI NG THAT AS MUCH ASSISTANCE WOULD BE GIVEN 

TO INDIA OR NEAR EAST BY AUSTRALIA AND NEVI ZEALA1lD AS COULD BE 

GC.llERNMJEN1~S . WE WOULD CONTI NUE TO ALLOCATE 
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TO IT ALL POSSIBLE MUNITIONS AND VESSEL ASSIGNMENTS . IT IS 

UNDERSTOOD THAT THIS PRESUPPOSES THE TEMPORARY SHELVING OF GYMNAST. 

(3) THE THIRD AREA WOULD INCLUDE THE PROTECTION OF THE 

VIATERS OF THE NORTH AND SOUTH ATLANTIC AND VIOULD ALSO INCLUDE 

DEF INITE PLANS FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF A NEW FRONT ON THE EUROPEAN 

CONTINENT. THIS WOULD BE THE JOINT RESPONSIBI LITY OF BRITAI N 

AND THE UNITED ST.U.TES . DETAILS OF COMMAND TO BE WORKED OUT AS 

REQUIRED. I AM BECOMING MORE AND MORE INTERESTED IN THE ESTABLISH­

MENT OF THIS NEVI FRONT THIS Sm.tMER, CERTAINLY FOR AIR AND RAIDS . 

FROM 'UlE POINT OF VIEVI OF SHIPPING AND SUPPLIES IT IS INFINITELY 

EASIER FOR US TO PARTICIPATE IN BECAUSE OF A MAXIMUM DISTANCE 

OF ABOUT THREE THOUSAND :.liLES . AND EVEN THOUGH LOSSES VIILL 

DOUBTLESS BE GREAT, SUCH LOSSES WILL BE COMPENSATED BY AT LEAST 

EQUAL GERMAN LOSSES AND BY COMPELLING GERMANS TO DI VERT LARGE 

FORCES OF ALL KINDS FROM RUSSIAN FRONTS . 

FURTHERMORE UNDER THIS PLAN ICELAND AND MAGNET 

BECOME OF LESS IMPORTANCE BECAUSE OF OFFENSI VE CONDUCTED AGAINST 

ENEMY ON EUROPEAN SOIL ITSELF. 

(4) IT IS I NTENDED OF COURSE TO CARRY THROUGH ALL 

POSSIBLE AID TO RUSSIA. 

• 

IN REGARD TO THE SECOND PROPOSED AREA UNDER BRITISH 

CON'rROL THE AREA ITSELF INCLUDI NG INDIA WOULD NOT BE OCCUPIED BY 

AM.ERICAN TROOPS OR PLANES BUT 1'/E SHOULD WMIT TO USE THE I NDIAN 

PORTION AS AN AIR HIGHWAY FOR OUR PLANES EN ROUTE TO CHINA . 
. DECLASSHII!:D 

By rux~.:. Jnvist of tha u.s. 
BY ~1.!! !IJID:a.to~.~t{...-,.---
llate OCT 1 '87l 
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( ; J THE GRAND STRATEGY OF ACTUAL OPBRJ.TIONS IN THE TIIREE 

AREA~OULD REMAIN AS THEY ARE TODAY THE SUBJECT OF STUDY AND 

DECISI ONS BY THE COMBINFD STAFFS BOTH HERE MiD IN LO NDON AND THE 

JOINT COMMITTEES ON SHIPPING, ON RAW MA,TERIALS .AND ON MUNITIONS 
,.; o'ilJ. "tf.,.T'~->~ -

WOULD CONTI NUE TO FUNCTION AS THEY DO NQir. - - ALL SUBJECT TO OUR 

JOI NT APPROVAL. 

I WISH YOU WOULD THINK TIUS OVER . I T APPEALS TO LIE 

BF.CAUSE OF THE SIMPLIFICATION IT OFFERS UNDER EXISTING OPERATIONAL 

DIFFICULTIES . INCIDENTALLY I Al.! INCLINED TO THINK THAT THE 

AUSTRALIANS, NEW ZEALANDERS , DUTCH AND CHINESE WOULD RATHER WELCOME 

IT. 

BEST OF LUCK. 

jJ!( 
ROOSEVELT 

DECLASSirtED 
By Doput{~~bi"l~~t of the o.s. 
By '~ -~•»4 
Date-OCT .l !...!-- - - -
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., llepl\f t;y~~ :rt:' ,; til• u.a. ~)IT • 
IJ ~ tl ~ .( THI!: W H IT!!: HOUSE 
J)&ta NO WASHIN GTON 

... 

-r .. u..~loA .... PURELY PERSOliAL 
.. 
r 

• March 10, 1942 . .. 1-.:,... (i'J-t..:... 

t
71t.t tl. -8 114~ Y~. I J 

~ 'ta .. tt.A " 
·-- ""'" ..., ... 14k£-f 

FOR FOR:.!ER NAV i.L PEES ON 
LONDON --·· II - :l-1- '•· <'IJ 

~- /1~ I have gi ven much thought to the pr oblem of India and 

I am grateful t hat you have kept me in touch with it . 

As you can well realize, I have felt much diffidence 

in making any suggestions , and it is a subject which, of 

course , all of you good people know f ar more about than 

I do . ' 

I have t ried t o a pproach the probl em from the point 

of view of history and with a hope that the injection of 

a new thought to be used in India might be of assi.stance 

to you. 

That is why I go back t o the inception of t he Govern-

ment of the United St ates . During the Revolution, from 

1775 t o 1783, the Brit i sh Colonies set •themselves up as 
I 

TI11rteen St at e s, each one under a differ ent form of 

government, al t hough each one assuued individual soverei gnty. 

---
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i".'hile the <lar lasted there l'iaS great confusion bet\'leen these 

separ~te sovereignties, and the only two connecting links 

\':ere the Continental Coneress (a body of ill-defined powers 
' .. , ... ~, 

and large inefficiencies) and second the Continental A:rmy 

which l'las r ather badly maintained by the Thirteen States . 

In 1783, at the end of the war, it was clear that the new 

responsibilities of the tnirteen soverei&nties could not •• 

be welded into a Federal Union because the expericent was "' 

"' ., 
still i n the making and any effort to arrive at a final ~ 

framework would have come to naught . 

TI1erefor e, the thirteen sovereignties joined in the 

Articles of Confederation, an obvious stop-~ap gover nment, 

to remain in effect only until such time as experience and 

trial and error could bring about a permanent union. Tile 

thirteen sovereignties, fro::~ 1763 to 1789, proved, through 

lack of a Federal power, that they would soon fly apart 

into separate nations. In 1787 a Constituti onal Convention 

was held with only t7;enty-five or thirty active participants, 
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representing all of the States . l'hey met, not as a Parliament , 

but as a small group of sincere pat riots, with the sole objective 

of establi shing a Federal Government. The discuSS"ion was r ecordea 

but the meetings were not held befor e an audience . The present 

Constitution of the United States result ed and soon received 

t he assent of two- thirtis of the St ates. 

It is ~erely a t hought of mine to suggest the setting up 

of l":hat mi ght be called a temporar y goverrunent in India, headed . ... 
:::> 

by a small r epresentat ive group, cover ing different castes, 

occupations , r eligi ons and geographi es -- this gr oup t o be 

recognized as a tempor ar y Dominion Gover nment. I t would, of 

course, represent existi ng governMent s of the British Pr ovinces 

and nould also r epresent the Council of Princes . 

But my principal thoueht is t ha t i t would be char ged with 

setting up a body t o consider a more permanent government for 

the whole country . -- t his consideration to be extended over 

a period of f i ve or six years or at leas t until a year after 

fJ- /'! Jif,'IL/ h~~ 
the end of the war . I supPose that t hfs governing gr oup, 

. " 
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speakine for the new Doninion, would have certain executive and 

admini strative po·.•:ers over public ser vices, such a s finances, 

raill'iays, t elegraphs and other things l·thich we call public 

services . 

Perhaps the analogy of some such nethod to the travails 

and problems of the United Stat es from 1783 t o 1789 might 

give a new slant in India itself, and it might cause the 

peopl e ther e to forget hard feelings , to become more loyal 

to the British Empire, and to stress the danger of Japanese 

domination, together r;ith the advant age of peaceful evolution • 

as against chaotic r evolution. 

Such a move is strictly in line with the worl d changes 

of the past half century and with the democrati c processes 

of all l"lho a r e fighting Nazism. 

I hope tha t whatever you do the move will be made from 

London and tha t there shoula be no criticism in India that 

it is being made gr udgingly or by compulsion. 
DJ:OLASI\IPlEll 

By Deputy Arc;4~lot of the U.S. 

~:t& ~~·'h;m ~ 
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For the. love of Heaven don't bring me into t his, thoush 
·. 

I do we.nt t o be of help . It is , strictly speaking, none of 

my business, except insofar as it is a part and parcel of the 

successful fight that you and I are making . 

HOOSEVEL'J: 

DEOLASSirlED 
Br De:w Ar~t;t or the u.s. 
B:r ~· ,,uk 
~late NOV 11971 
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rURELY PERSONAL 

F ):i POR'il':R NAVAL l":llSSli 
I.Oil!Xlll • 

-· 

!.larch 10, 1~42.. 

I have given mich t hought to the probl em of Indio. and 

I am grateful that you have kept %e in touch with it. 

As you can well realize, I have felt much diffidence 

in making ~ suggestions, and it ia a eubject which, or course, 

all of you good people know far more about than I do, 

I ~ave tried to approach the problem fr= the point 

ot vin ot history and nth a hope that the injection ot a new 

thought t o be used in India might be of assi etance to you. 

That 1a why I go back t o t he inception of the Govern­

ment of the United Stt.tee. During the Revolution, from 1775 to 

178), the British Colonies set themsel•• s up as Thirteen States, 

each one under a ditterent torm ot government, although each one 

aeeumed individual aovereignty.~ile the war last ed ther e wae great 

contusion bet ween these separate soverei gnties, and the only two 

connecting links were the Continental Congreaa ( a body ot ill­

detined powers and l arge inefficiencies) and second the Continental 

f1rm1 which was rather badly maintained by the 'lbirteen St atee. In 

178), at the end ot the wer, i t was clear t hat t he new responsibi l ities 

ot the thirteen sovereignties could not be welded into a Federal Union 

becauee the experiment was still in the making and any attort to 

08 0 4 -



I 
I 

• 

arrive at a final tr-&m ... ork would COCie to naught . 

Therefore, the thirteen sovereigntiee joined in the Articles 

of Confederation, an obvious atop-gap government , to remain in 

effect only unt il such t!Jn..,u experience and trial and error 

could bring about a permanent union . The thirteen aoveraigntiea, 

tro= 1783 to 1789, proved, throush lack of a Faderal power,that 

they would soon fly apart into separate nations. In 1787 a 

Conatitutional Convent ion wu held with only twant,--five or thirt,-

active participante, representing all of the States. They met, not 

aa a Parliament, but aa a amall group of sincere patriots, with the 

aole objective of establishing a Federal Government. The discussion waa 

recorded but the meetinge were not held before an aud.ience. The 

present Cons tit ution or the Unite d States resulted and aoon received 

the assent of t wo-thirda of the States. 

It ia merel,y a thought of mine to suggest the setting up of 

what might be called a t emporary govenwent in india, headed b7 a 

emall representative group, covering different caatea, occupati ons, 

religione and geographies - thia group to be recognized.aa a temp­

orar,- Dominion Government. It would, of courae, represent exiating 

governments of the British Provinces and would &lao represent the 

Council of Princes. 

But rq principal thol.lSht is that it would be charged with 

setting up a body to coQ8ider a .-ore permanent gonn.ent for the. 

whole countJ"1. - this consideration t o be extend&• onr a perlod 

ot f i ve or aix years of at lout until a 7ear after the end of tbe 

war. I euppo .. that thia central t-.porary covernin& group, ape&kinl 

pAGE Tl/0 
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tor the new Dominion, would have certain ~xecutive and administrative 

powers over public services, such as finances, railways, telegraphs 

and other things which we call public services. 

Perhaps the analog ot some such method to the travails and 

problema ot the United States !rom 1783 to 1789 might give a new slant 

in India itsel!, and it might cause the people there to forget hard 

feelings, to become more lo7al to the British Empire, and to atreso 

the danger of Japanese domination, together with the advantage of 

peaceful evolution as ag~st chaotic revolution. 

Such a move io strictl7 in line with the world change• of 

the pAst half century and with the democratic processes of all who 

are fighting Nazism. 

I hope that whatever you do the move will be made trom London 

and that there ehould-be no criticism in India that it is being made grudg­

ing17 or by compulsion! 

For the love <>! Heaven don • t br.ing me into this, though I do 

want to be of help. It io, atrictlp speaking, none of my buoineas, 

except insofar ao it ie a part and parcel ot the succeoetul fight 

that you and I are making. 

Roosevelt 

page three 

llarch 10,1942 
Releaaed J . t.l!eCrea 
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THE WHIT!: HOUSI': 

WASHI NGTON 

DRAFT TELfltlRA!! 

~:arch ~ 1942. 

··.· -- /5' 

TO r T'-IE fOR!I'BR II.WAL PERSON 
I'ROM o r ug PRESIDENT 

llo . 117 C'l'HNG KAI- S!lEK !!AS APPROACHED !.ffi ABO"T 'l'!lE .SAI!E MA'I'TF.Il 

A1101'T Yll'IC~ llE I.PPAREI'TLY CABLED YOI' , NA1'ELY T'!E !.I!L1'!'ARY CO"liAND 

Ill ~11Rli.A Al!l) S011T!R!m C'l'J!IA . I "AVE TOJ.D 1'1:' Tl'AT I TPOITG'I'T 

IT 1\'0I'IJ> ll& lTJ.'TI!SS 'i'O COIISID~R A C'O:I"~ 11!10~ STHwtll~ FOR Tl!E 

TIPOJ.E OPP.RAT101; AND "~.VE SIT':IlP.STED T!IAT STILI\>:ll rO'"'-AliD ON THE 

HORTPP.!UI ~liD Wl'l'l' TPE SOITT'!ERII PART •'NDSR PR1T1S!1 rO::J.'AND . 

J AH PLEASED TI!AT C'P.J ANG KAI- S!!EK WANTS TO tTSE STILwtlLL 

Bllr.AITSE 1 THI!lK IT v.EANS \'IE WI U GET MORE F.FfEC'TIVE MILITARY 

COWAND IN THE C'~! NESF: SECTOR AND J T WILl. MgAII A ()LOSER WORKING 

REI..ATlONSRJP llE'I"ft'EE>l ALL OF I'S AND C'HIANG KA1- SHEK \'flllr.ll 1 

CONSIDER TO BE OF VZRY GREAT ll~ORTANCB . 

WILl. YOU LRT !IS KNOll 1\li.AT YOII TRJNK CP Ti!IS . 

ROOSEVELT 

~-16-42 Ori~inal copy which waa adnod to in the President's handwritinr, 
doltvered to l/iaa Tully th1a date . 

DECLASSU'IED • llJ Dp.~i'~vbt ot tb& u.s. 
BJ: ~~:...!"'""""o¢'4----
Data 1..12.J,.,97ul __ _ 

/17 
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DRAFT TELEGRAJ.I 

WJlCH 13, 1942 .... 
TO: Til$ FOR!!ER NAVAL PERSON 

FROM: THE PRESIDENr 

lv~.. 117 CHIANG KAI- SFIE{ HAS APPROACHED J.!E ABOUT THE SAJ.!E MATTER 

ABOUT r.lllCH HE AP?ARENI'LY CABLED YOU, NAMELY THE J.!ILITARY CO:.!l!AND 

IN BURW. AND SOUTHERN CHINA. I HAVE TOLD Jill! THAT I THOUGHT 

IT WOULD BE UNI\"ISE TO COllSIDER A COlliAND UNDER STIL'/1ELL FOR THE 

VIHOLE OPERATION AND HAVE SUGGESTED THAT STIL\IELL COl.t!AND ON THE 

NORTHERN END V11TH ~~~" Je. fl-.-./:;4, ~~ 
I AlA PLEASED THAT CHIANG KAI..SI!EX \'lAlli'S TO USE STIL\'m:LL 

BECAUSE I THINK IT MEANS WE \llLL GET !!ORE EFFECTIVE lAlLIT ARY 

COMI.!AND IN THE CHINESE SECTOR AND IT \':ILL l.!EAN A CLOSER WORKING 

RELATIOXSHIP BE'l'l'iEEN ALL OF US AND CHIANG KAI..SHEK I.HICH I 

CONSIDER TO BE OF VERY GREAT I!.!POffi'ANCE. 

VIILL YOU LET ME KNOf; KHAT YOU THINK OF THIS. 

-
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- IU<RCH 16, 1942 

l'(o II 8· TO: LONDON 

--- FOR TilE PRIUE UINISTER FBa.l HOPKINS 

YOUR \'.IRE TO lm RELATIVE TO TANKER SD«<NGS iiiLL BE 

ANSh"ERED l'iiTHIN TilE liEXT 48 HOURS. 

PRESI DENI' AllXlOl/S TO HRAR FRO!.! YOll RELATI VE TO HI S CABLES 

Nl/!.!BER 115 AND IMIBER 117. 

HARRY HOPKIIlS 

DJ:CLASsrriEII 
17 Deput y Archiviat or the u.s. . . 
llr I . J . &k•art Data FEB 1 0 ~~(~ 

;If 
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FROII PRESIDENl' TO FRI!.IE lll liiSTER PERSONAL AND SECRET X PREFEl\ TO MEET REQUEST 

CONTAINED IN YOUR DESPATCH NUioiBER FORTIFOUR REGARDING IRONCLAD AS TO TEIIPORARY 

REPLACEIIENT OF FORCE HYPO BY SENDING DETACHMENT TO JOIN HOME FLEET EQUIVALENT IN 

STRENGTH TO FORCE DETACBED THEREFROM TO REPLACE FORCE HYPO PARA OUR SI!IPS NOI 

BEING IIADE READY WITH VIEW TO EARLY DEPARTORE 

• 

DECLASSII''IED 

• 

By De:tty A~~ivlo t :1: the U.S. 

:t. ~'h·:n 

! I f 
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!larch 16 , 1942 . 

TO: F01WY.!l l'AV.AL PP.PSON 

FROV: T~ PPF.SID'\NT 

No . 120, Apropoe my No . 119 thia afternoon I feel that it would be 

more advioablo if we r einforce your Roco Fleet to~orarily and 

you detach such ships as are necessary ei ther to ropl&ce your 11 

For<e or to do tho whole oscortinr. job itself. We would send o. 

force or ~NO battleships. two cruis~ra, an a1~eraft carrl er and 

a squadron of destroyers to talco up their position & t such baooe 

like Scapa aa are ar,rood upon between tho Admiralty and tho NayY. 

The difficulties of our operatin& i n r.ibral tor ere very conaiderablo 

and I should much prefer to r olnforeo your Homo Fl eot in a manner 

t ha t would enable you to r elease the aporopr1at o number of ahipa, 

Harry has ehcwn mo your nabla to him r elative to tho tanker 

einkinga , which e.ro very disturbin~ . 

In Admiral Kin~'& dospateh nuober 2335 of Februar y second 

to tho Admiralty we hoped that ton Onitod States dostroyore would 

thus be made available for work on the Atlantic seaboard, Thia haa 

not worked out completely because it haa boon necessary to 

re i nforce oaot bound British mi docoan escort s and because of tho 

woaknoas of tho Canadian western local eeoorte it has been nocoeeary 

for Pnitod Statee unite to regain with t hoa ten de~oea of 

lon~itudo t o the weetwerd of the ·~reed limit . 

D!:CLASSIFI!D 
By Depu 1st of the 0. 8, 

By·----~~~~~~---
Dow ____ ~~~~~----~ 
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The trawlers which you mention have only recently ar rived 

or ar c appr oaching. Those here ar e underr.oinp; essential voyaf;e 

repairs but some \"t i 11 be operating wj t hin the week. 

J hope that you can have • tal k with Adoi r al Pound to see if 

we can ' t r.et the complete revis ion of the tran~-Atlantio escort 

workin~ so that the tend es t r oyers can r,et on t o the patr ol along 

our Atlantic seaboard. I hope this would be t ·emporary because I have 

alW9ys hel d destroyer s should not be used coast patr ol as they are a ll 

pur pose ships. 

It seems to me t hat t hert'l are two thin~s that WO\lld enable 

us mor e effectively to. deal with the submarine here .. during the 

next few weeks . Tho first would be to open the cycle of trans­

Atlantic convoys to eight days from now until July first . By that 

ti~e our mountinr, production or small escort ves8$lS•nd planes 

will como fully into play. I realize this means tho~ your i mports 

would be decreased durinr the next quarter but I am sure with our 

merchant shipbuildinp: P.TO!Iram going as well as it is that we can 

make up for that in the second hal f of the year . I know you will 

bear in mlnd in connection with this that the prospect ive r e lief 

or one of your heavy forces will take several destroyers from the 

Atlantic . I om sura none can be spor ed from the Pacifie. J t hink 

it would be unwise to consider a proposal t o provide fewer destroyers 

wfth eo.oh oonvoy . This woul d , it seems to me , only invi t e attack . . . ' 
The second measure thnt woul d help us in the immediate s i tuation 

would bo an Instr uction from you that British controll ed shipping 
DltCLASSITIED 

By DoJll1tY At·chlvl r.t of the U.S. 

By jQ~·~tgr•k - 2-
Date __ T __ j ___ 

4 

-. 

I 
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confor~ to routes prescribed by the Navy ln the western Atlantic . 

Some or your ships , as we'll as ours, that have been torpedoed havo 

had on the! r ru.,nl nr; li!';hti.; lt is vary Important that the routes 

confo~ to our d1etr1butlon of eseortin~ voaaele . 

I feel sure we are ~oin~ to r,et on top of this but it require• 

some help fro~ you durinv the next few waeke. Will you let me know 

ho?t this strikes you , 

J shall be sorry to see Casey ~o but J think you are ~ivin~ 

hitt a core ~portant assignment . I am suro you have made an 

excellent choice . 

ROOSEVF.LT 

f ""J,/ "~TI'JF.D 
By r ,,-u• r ,. .. r '•iY l r,t ot the o.a. 

:~t. '~ ·/n1r-·* 
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.. !.lARCH 16, 1942 

TO: FORMER NAVJ;L PERSON .. 
FROl.l: THE PRESIDENT 

)/0 fl-O APr.oros MY t/o./11 THis AFTEP.NooN I FEEL THAT IT woULD BE 

UORE ADVISABLE IF WE REINFORCE YOUR HO:.!E FLEET T:El!POP.ARILY AND 

YOU DETACH SUCH SHIPS AS AHE NECESSARY EITHER TO REPLACE YOUR H 
r;~~~ . 
1!f::l!!1' OR TO DO THE \',1!0LE ESCORTING JOB ITSELF. WE VrOULD SEND 

A FORCE OF T\'10 BATTLESHIPS, T\';O CRUISERS, AN AIRCRAFT CAllllllR AND 

j( . A SQUADRON OF DESTROY<lt$ TO TAKE UP THEIR POSI TION AT SUCH BASES 

/, ;; ~- ' ;._hrAS ARE AGREED UPON BET\';EE.N THE ADMIRALTY AND THE NAVY. THE 
) 

DIFFICULTIES OF OUR OPERATING IN GIBRALTER ARE VERY CONSIDERABLE 

AND I SHOULD !.!UCH PREFER TO REINFORCE YOUR HOllE FLEEr IN A MAN!.'ER 
,;:_~~ 

THAT 'I:OULD ENABLE ~ TO RELEASE THE APPROPRIATE !lU'..!BER OF SHIPS. 

HARRY HAS SHOWN l!E YOUR CABLE TO HI/.! RELATIVE TO THE TANKER 

SINKINGs, V,1!ICH ARE VERY DISTURBI NG. 

IN IJlMlRAL KING'S DESPATCH NUYBER 2.3.35 OF FEBRUARY SECOND 
D 

TO THE All'.O:RALTY \'.E HOPE THAT TEN UNITED STATES DESTROYERS WOULD 
A 

~ BE MADE AVAILABLE FOR l'.ORK ON THE ATLANTIC SEABOARD. THIS HAS 

NOT ¥:ORKED OUT COllPLETELY BECAUSE IT HAS BEEN NECESSARY TO 

REINFORCE EAST BOUND BRITI SH !JIDOCE/>.N ESCORTS AND BECAUSE OF THE 

1\EAKNESS OF THE CANADIAN 'fiESTmN LOCAL ESCORTS IT HAS BEEN )!ECESSARY 

FOR UNITED STATES UNITS TO lm!AIN 1'1ITH THDI TEN DJJGREES OF 

LONGITUDE TO THE 1.-.e:ST\'u'JlD OF THE AGREED LII.!IT . 
DECLASSII''IED 

By Depu\Y A~chiviot of t~o.s: 

By _ W.,q , Sft•m!!; 
Dato~.42..~>l9.u.71.L_ __ 

4
., 
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THE TRAV.'LERS \'.HICH YOU l.ll';NJ'ION Hl.\'1!: Of:tY RECENTLY AR.IUVED 

OR P.RE APPROt,CHING. THOSE HERE ARE UNDERGOING ESSENTI AL VOYAGE 

REPAIRS BUT 50MB vtlU. BE OPERATING 1\ITHIN 7'11E \',EEl( . 

I HOPE THAT YOU CAN HAVE t. TALi( laTH AD:.UP.AL POUND TO SEE IF 

\'IE CAN'T GEl' THE COl.!PLEI'E REVISION OF THE TRJ\l~S-ATLANTIC ESCORT 

•. , 

V<ORKING SO THAT THE TEN DESTROYERS C~N GEl' 0~ TO T~AT~OL ALONG / •··" • 
J ~ •• ~-... ;?t;;;, ,,......., ,-, ; p •. ,.;, ... .,.r~~1~ ,{J.('· " ( 

OUR ATLANriC SEAOOARD. 11 .J -< ./ /( ,; ...;>4-- " -'/ /' -
.>! <'( "V< c,t"~.S ~···"-'· 'q~' <VJ t " tf),,.,.,,: ':h.-

I T SEEMS TO UE THAT THERE ARE T\'16 THINGS THAT \'IOULif ENABLE £, / -~ ... ( 
c'~ US MORE EFFECTIVELY TO DEAL I':ITH THE SUBMARINE HERE DURING THE 

NEXT FEW WEEKS. THE FIRST WOULD BE TO OPEN THE CYCLE OF TRANS-
~ .... r..J 
~71<-/' 

ATLA~n'IC CONVOYS TO EIGfll' DAYS FROll NOW UNTIL JULY FIRST. BY THAT " · '-" 
/<II 

Tll!E OUR :.rOUNTING PP.ODUafiOil OF S?.!J\LL ESCORT VESSELS AND PLANES 

\','ILL co:.!E FULLY I NTO PLAY. I REALIZE TIUS :.!EAJ~S THAT YOUR l11FORTS ~~~~ 
V.OULD BE DECREASED DURING THE NEXT ( UARTER BUT I flM SURE \',ITH OUR 

r.tERCHANT SHIPBUILDHIG PROGRA!.I GOING AS v1EU AS IT IS THAT 'I':E CAN 

MAKE UP FOR THAT I N THE SECOND HALF OF THE YEAR. I i(NOW YOU l'iiLL 

BEAR IN !.liND I N CONNECTION VoiTH THIS THAT THE PROSPECTIVE RELIEF 

OF ONE OF YOUR t!EAVY FORCES t1ILL TAKE SEVERAL DESTROYERS PROIA THE 

ATLANTIC. I AlA SURE NONE CAN BE SPARED FRO:\! THE PACIFIC. I 

THINK IT I.QULD BE UNWISE TO CONSIDER A PROPOSAL TO PROVIDE rn·.ER 

DESTROYERS \',ITH EACH CONVOY. THIS \'.OULD, IT SEEMS TO 1!E, OllLY 

INVI TE ATTACK . 

THE SECOND MEASURE THAT \',OULD HELP US Ill THE llCIEDIATE 

SITUATION t.OULD BE AN INSTRUCTION FRClll YOU THAT BRITISH CONl'ROLLED 

. ' 

08 15 
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SHIPPING CONFOR:J TO ROt1I'ES PRESCRIBED BY THE !iAVY Ill THE \',EST!lUI 

ATL:.N'l.'IC. S01JE OF YOUR SHIPS, AS \\ELL AS OURS, THAT ~.AVE BEEN 

TORPEOOED HAVE HAD ON THEIR RUNNING LIGHTS. I T IS VERY l'.!PORTAlll' 

TI'.AT THE ROUTES CONFORU TO OUR DISTlUBUTION OF ESCORTING VESSELS. 

I FEEL SURE \.i. ARE GOL'>'G TO GEl' ON TOP OF THIS BUT IT ~UIP.ES 

SOME HELP FRO!l YOU DURING THE NEXT Fh'li I EMS. \ ,ILL YOU LET LIE 

Kli0\'1 HOI\ THIS STIUKES YOU . 

I SHALL BE SORRY TO SEE CASEY GO Bt11' I TI!INK YOU ARE GIVING 

llDl A !AORE Il.!PORTklll' ASSIGNl!EIIl'. I AM SURE YOU HAVE llADE AN 

EXCELLFJIT COOICE. 

DE"'t.,u.sr-rr.n 
By Deputy ~h:v!ot of the ~.s. 

By ~\m'•X11 
Date Qt 

' -
08 16 



Fro~ President Roosevelt to the Former Naval Person colon General 

WacArthur and a IIJI8.ll staff arrived in Australia 1:ly air toda,y atop Since 

the Pril:le lliniater of Australia as well as Hew Zealand h.&.d proposed a 

United States supreme commander in that region, suggesting Brett, I 

had instructed Brett iL~ediately on MacArthur ' s arrival t o propose the 

latter officer to lb-. Curtin as Supra:A8 Couander in Australia atop Brett 

in Cabling llacArthur'a arrival reports thAt llr . Curtin enthuaiaaticall,y 

accept s ~cArthur stop They urge ~oediato joint press release to avoid 

leak stop This I think highly important 1f Axis propaganda attacking 
J 

llaeArthur' s dsp6.rture from Ph1llppinea is to be forestalled stop 

Therefore I authorized a press release at ten thirty A.Y. WasbiJ•gton 

t ime announcing llaoArthur ' s appointment as Supreme Commander in that 

regi on stop This action will in no way interfere with procedure of 

deter;;dnit strategic areas and spheres of responsibility throusb catebllsbed 

channels 

0817 



Dt:us~-7I£D 

By II !" : ., 1.~.-:•i•·ict of the u.S. 

- By•~~~~~r-----

MARCH 17, 1942 

PERSONAL AliD - FOR TliE FO!!llm NAVAL PERSOII FROlt THE PRESIDENT 

NO • ...J..U.. 

YOU PROBABLY HAVE HEARD OF THE COOD GO ViE HAD AT TJID.I OUT 

IN NElli GUINEA THE OTHER DAY. 

A SIJBSTANl'IAL TASK FORCE tiAS IN THE SI.Ll!!!OA- LAE AREA 

APPA.'U:m'LY fJ.ITINC TO PRO'l'ECl' A COOI).SIZED 'l'ROOP CONVOY. OUR 

TASK FORCE 5rEf.lilll INTO THE GULF OF PAPUA ON THE OPPOSITE SIDE OF 

THE PENINSULA TO A POINI' SO!.IE ONE HUNDRED T\\Em'YIUVE MILES DISTANl' 

FRCU SALAllOA. 105 I)F OUR PLJ>.NES TOOK OFF n;_ou A CARRIER AND CAUGHT 

THE EliEUI OOAPLEt'ELY Br SUllPi!.ISE I!lFLICT:q\C THE FOLLOi'.:liiC DAliACE: 

T\';Q HEAVY CRUISERS SUN'd:; ONE LIGHT CRUISER BELIEVED SU!lK; 

ONE DESTROYER PROBABLY SUtlK; TI'.O DESTROYERS BADLY DAMAGED AND 

POSSIBLY SUNK; FIVE TRANSPORTS OR STOP.E SHIPS SUNK OR BADLY 

DIWIGED BY FIRE; T\',0 PATflOL CRA."'T l3URNI!I>, POSSIBLY SUliK; ONE 

liiNELAYER LEFI' BURNING, ~ROBABLY SUNK; ONE SEAPLJ>.NE TFJIDER 

SERIOUSLY DAMAGED. 

IT WAS GOOD COORDINATION \'.ITH OUR SHORE BASED AIRCRAFT WHO 

FOLLO\'.ED OUR NAVAL PLANES THE NEXT DAY. THESE PLANES, AUSTRALIAN 

.IJID .u!ERIC~.N llO'.lBERS, A'JTACKW THE CONVOY AS f,ELL AS !LAKII«l FURTHER 

ATTACK I N THE SALAUOA-LAE AREA . 

ALL I N P.LL IT \'lAS A COOD ,DAY' S l.ORK BECAUSE I'•E COT AWAY \.ITH 
• 

THE LOSS OF ONLY ONE PLANE AND OUR I!JFORW,TION INDICATES THAT THE 

JAPS sriLL DON' T KHClVO 110;. THEY \;'ERE HIT. IT t.AS BY ALL !.lEANS THE 

BEST DAY ' S t ORK I.E HAVE HAD. 

08 18 
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I C. !II sure you lmo• th<. t t l'k••• been th lnk1n;; a lot 
~::bout. ;;our troub:!..o!'. cw-~ tho ,a:ot CIOI:lth. ,;. W.&h~ u well 
c:.C.dt the difficult lllil1tar;jl &~de of tl1" probl ltllll; =d yo" 
haTe tbe adc:litional bUrden.~~ which your deli~;ilt.tul. unwri tten 
Con&tll;ut.Lon j)U~U ;,rour i'orl:l or {;O'fCil"nl.10nt into in l'liU' tillea 
Just ae <~:Uch u.s in pe..ce time. Elerio~aly, UUi A.11er1oan 
written Con~ t.1tution, 1t1.th ita .t'our ye >H' ter lll, 11avea the 
un!or tunate l)ar&on :::.t the top a vaa t nwnber or beadachea. 

Hoxt ill ~T'rlor is th.a. t delightful goc:l 1 ••l1c:b •• 
,.or•hip in COJJDQO , call ed •The hH40!!1 of tile Pre•••· 
Nei th&r ~m~ or us La .wen pu.:uod b-; t."'e nn• &ti>riota which, 
on the whole, are not co bad. But l iterally wtt ~~on both 
!Mn&Oed by the ao-ealled 1nterpretat1ve CODUIItlnt by a band.l'Ul. 
or t eo o! gont lendo tYh<> Cilnnot get pollt.ioa out o! tlwil' 
ho«d» 1J1 tll4l 'ljo ra t crH1t., lrt!o have little Mclct:r Q\m d Ul4 
l eu lmo• ledge, titld • bo undertake to lead public o pillic:m 011 
th3t bat.ll. 

¥y ocn pnu - the vorst ot it -- the l.lcCoraack­
Patt.oraon ~ol)le, the B:earat ?I'J)Cr a 11nu the Scri p,a-Boward 
ch41n - 3re persiat ,.ntly me.~11'y1nr. r olll t!vcly unil!lpol'tan~ 
dOM&t1e matters and au.btl-7 aug&~ating tllnt the Aneriean 
r ole i a to ~eten1 Hawa til ~r •e~ t &nd west c:OQ~ta , do tbe 
tlll'tlc o.c t, an<!. w.>tt '\lnt l ~0!14bod,y a tteeb our hO!!Io shore•. 
Curi ou8ly euough tlleoe surrtTOra or holationilm a re not 
o.ttacklnf. ne ~rsonally except to l'e1 terate t.bat l •• 
4readf Ull7 QYer-burdened or th~ t I ~ ny own atr a teeist 
operating ~1thout bene~tt ot ni l itary or na.al adYiee. lt 
111 Ule aa111e ol~ a 'tor y . yc;.u nrtl f am1l1nr •tth it. 

Bore i s a th~U(bt ~ tbia aeeteur atr etegiat. 
'lber• 1c. no lUI& ci vtn,~ o. cin&l e turtlter t houeht to Singapore 
or the t\ltel Inc.!ioa. :hey ;;rc: gone . .AUtstr alb II!Ust bo held 
and aa I telegrllybec1 you, we o.re 1t1ll1na to undertake that. 
lDdla r.us t bl!" hdd ;,nd ~'leu = t ~o t hA tj but, tr&nltl y, I 
do no~ .. Ol'l"J so lll\4ch nbc.ut tho t vroblea e s IMIDY otbera do, 
the J npaneso !lla:Y l nnd on the seo.cocu1t Wctll t ot &Jt"'''ll. nuty 
m&y bombard C.'l lcu~tll. But I do not Tiaualin ' h"' t ~ey can 
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get enough troops to make more than a ~ew dents on the borders 
~nd I think you can hold Ceylon. I hope you can get more 
submarines out there -- more valuable than an inferior surf'ace 

· f'leet • •. 

I hope you will dof'inltely reinforce the Near East 
more greatly &han at present. You must hol d Egypt, the Canal, 
Syria, Iran and the r oute to the Caucasus. 

Finally, I expect to send you in a ~ew days a more 
defL~ite plan :or a joint attack 1n Europe itself'. 

By the time you get this you will have been advised 
of my tulk with L1tv1novi and I expect a reply !'l'ot!l Stalin 
shortly, I know you wil not mind my being brutally frank 
when I tell you that I think I can personally handle Stalin 
bl!tter than either your Fooeign Office or my St at e Department. 
Stal in hates the guts of all your top people. Ho thinks he 
likes rne better, and ! hope he will continue to do so. 

uy Navy has been definitely slack 1n pr eparing for 
this subcarlne war off our coast. As I need not tell you1 
most Naval of'fi cer s have declined in the past to think in 
terms of any vessel of less than t~o thou~and tons. You 
l e<.rned the lesson two years aeo. We still have t o learn 
it. By May first I expect t o get a pretty good coastal 
patrol working from Newfoundland to J.<lorida and through 
the Wes t Indies. I have beeged, borrowed and stolen every 
vessel of" evory description over e.1ghty feet long -- and 
I have l!lllde this a. s"'parate command r1ith the responsibility 
1n Ad!llir~>l Andrews. 

I know you will keep up your optimism and your 
gran( driving force , but I know you ~~1 not mind If I 
t ell you that; you ought to t ake a leaf out of m,y notebook. 
Once a J:Ohth I go to Hyde Park for four days, cra'ltl into 
a hole and pull the hole 1n after me . I an called on the 
telephone only if something of really great importance 
occurs. I wish y0u l<ould try it 1 and I v11sh you would 
ley a few bricks or paint another picture. 

Give IDY warm r egardSto Mrs. Churchill. I l1iah 
cu~b that 1~y wife and I could eoe her. 

As ever yours, 

The Honorable 
Winston D. Churchill 

?rime •. \1n1s t or of f:ngland 1 
Lcn1oni 

p.s. \1inant is hen•. I -.hiu. 
he; 1s re~<ll>· t. ·to~ t · 

Eng and. tUl\ r t· ~" !"H.l:-. \-l'vo: • . 
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FROII PRESIDEI!1' TO PRil(g IIIIIIS'l'ER PERSONAL AND --

Jo/~./lh.oUR NIIY.BER FO~IGI~~· ~I :.r~ ~E·nARTING ABOUT IIARCH TI'IENTY THIRD DETACHIIENT 

OIIJlER COIOWID OF WILCOX COIIPRISIIIG ONE NEll BATTLESHIP TWO HEAVY CROISERS ONE C.ARRIER 

FIVE OR SIX DESTROYERS TO REPORT FOR TEioiPORARY DUTl' TO GIIORIILEY TO BE ONDER- OPERA­

TIOIIAL ORJlERS OF CINC HOKE FLEET PARA liE WILL KEEP READY ON THIS SIDE SIIIILAR 

DETACMNT IN POSITION SUITED TO HEAD OFF E!IEIII WilEN HE COMES INTO OPEN ATLANTIC 

PARA WE FEEL THAT YOU CAN NOlf INCLUDE BATTLESHIP IN YOUR REPLACEIIENT FOR FORCE 

HYPO AND Ol'HERIIISE lUKE IT IIORE NEARLY ADEQUATE 

DECLASSIFIED 
By De ty 

By_~¥-ll lloloi~~--­
Date-~(JC=J:.-.l~:rJ.£1----

/23 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

WASHINGTON 

UEL!OJW!DUJ:. FOR THE PRES !DENT: 

'!71th reference to the attached message from the Prime 
t:J.nister it is r eco!:llllended that a reply somewhat as follo11s be 
dispatched: 

~ ~. 12tj- "For the former Naval person, Reference your 
message concerning command in Burma I have urgent ly 
r equest ed the Generalissimo t o continue reinforcing the 
Burma front and to permit Stilwell t o make cooperative 
arrangements relative command according t o the pr inci ples 
laid down in his or i ginal direct ive approved by the Combined 
Chiefs of Staff , Recent messages from Stilwell indicate 
that he and Al exander can continue to tlork effectively 
together but that t he ur gent need is fo~ P.Cditione.l Chines~ 
troops . The Genernl i.ssiJ>:O haP. ple.ced Stilwell in command 
of the 5th and 6th Chinese Armies but unfortuna t ely wil l 
not permit completion of their transfer to Burma pending 
clarification of the co!!lli'.And si tuation, Stilwell has not 
only ureently requested the Generalissimo to :recede f rom 
this position but has a ctually ordered additional units 
sout hward in t he hope that the Generalissimo will approve , 
Despite command complications St ilwell provides a means of 
assuring complete cooperat ion whereas a Chinese commander 
might make the situation impossible for General Alexander. 
Stilwell is not onl y an immensely co:oable and resou.rceful 
individUal but is thoroughl y acquainted with the Chinese 
people , speaks their language fluently, and is distinctly 
not a self-seeker . His latest telegram states: ' Have 
arranged with Gen~ra Al exander for cooperation and matter 
of command need affect conduct of ooe:rations . Have 
asked the General ssimo to start anothe~ t hree di~~sions 
t oward Burma . 1 Under the circumstances I suggest we should 

Fr<:nl:Un D. RoooovoH Libratoy 
n '"'~"' *' :'), {'("' :r· .... u!;;;~r, , .. •' ~ 

j' ···· ·· FEB 14 19 i: 

- 1 -
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lenvo tho command status at that for the present. I 
feel thnt Generals Alexander and Stilwell will co-operate 
admirnbly. Strnnge that these two who were originally 
intended to ceet at Super- Gymnast ohould in fact meet 
at l!o,ymyo . 

Secretary of ?/ar. 

- 2 -

h·tr.kltn D. l'o1onw,, t t Li bra i· ' : -·· ry 

"/jCI) 

1 rtr- FEB 1 -1 197;1 

Sisnc.~..::::-A¥£ 

--
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'1 Franklin 1\ r ,..,...,.,,ol t Ltbrary 
uEr:t.r "!,... -·:.o 

UNITED STATES FLEET 
',;> ( ,~7/58 ) 

HlmQouras or 1111 COww.urm:a Df Clair 
nn DDA8'1"WDT. WAIID:IIO"l"C»C.D-. c. 

Date- NOV 1 i3i1 

- March 19, 191.2. 

Memorandum for the President: 

Those of us lObo e.re directly concerned with combating the Atlantic 
submarine menace are not at all sure that the British are app]Jring 
sufficient effort to bombing Gorman submarine bases and building (repair) 
yards. We are a11BX8 that intelligence reports indicate that SOIIHI of 
these bases e.re well protected against bombing, but we e.re ne,ertheless 
con\'inced that re.ids in adequate force, pressed well home, can serioua)J" 
ha.oopar building and repair work. The close proxilllity of maey of these 
besoa to tho United Kingdom should facilitate offensive operations aeainst 
them. 

It seems that the R.A.F, ia not !\illy cooperative in complying wi~h 
the views of the Admiralty in this (e.nd other) mtters relative to the 
selection of military objectives - and tbat ib such cases it requires a 
directive from "higher autboricy" to attain the necessary action . 

I have therefore to propose for your consideration a message to 
Mr. Churchill r ending somewhat as follows 1 

No. 125 "Your interest in steps to be taken to combat the Atlantic submarine 
mennce as indicated by your recent message to Mr. Hopkins on this 
subject impels me to request your particular consideration of heavy 
attacks on su!Darine bases and building and repair yards thus checking 
subclc.rine activit ies at their source and where su!Darines perforce 
congreea te. • 

... 

125 
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

March 22, 1942 

Dear !{.iss Tully : 

-- . 

Please have t his message from the Pres ident to 

Mr. Churchill which the President has already approved 

numbered and sent off in the customary way i n which 

these messages tram the President are transmitted to 

London. 

Believe mo 

1 

Enclosure. 

DECLASSIFIED 

'· 

. . 

Stato Dept. letter 

Miss Gr ace Tully, 

• l -11-'11 

141972 

Secretary to the President , 

Tho Whi te Hous e. 
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'"''Aft! NO 0'"CL ­
W ILl. I I'IOICA'T£ WHf;Tt1(A 

{
ruu rale 

Collttl Day letter 

"'''' '"'" C).arre Oeparlmtlll 

f ull taft 
Oay ltlttr 
Hl1l1 lttlot 

Chure to 

s 

AMI>RICAN Ew.BASSY 

LONDON. 

TELEGRAM SENT 
TO •c 'fftAHtllll lfUtO 

CON,DCNTIAL COOl 

HOHCOHfiOINTIAL OOD-. 

March ~. 1942. 
22., 

I'AJIITAI It 

IUIN 

FRO~ THE PRESIDENT FOR THE FORMER NAVAL PERSON 

l'ie have been keeping Halifax informed of the progress 

of our attempts to obtain from Vichy definite commitments 

to supplement the assu.rances already given that it will not 

afford military aid either direct or indirect to the AXis and 

that its colonial territories in North Africa and the Western 

Hemisphere will not be available as bases for t he Germans . 

The terms of the French replies have been communicated to you. 

Under these circumstances, I am considering whether as 

pert of the United Nations' effort we cannot fulfill a useful 

roie by resuming the program of limited economic assistance 

to North Africa and by sending further Red cross aid to children 

in Franoe to help keep the French people in line. The suocese 

of recent bombing operations such as at Renault factories and 

the realization which that must have brought to the French people 

that they are still in the war are a way of thwart ing t he col­

l aborationists . I t seems to me that it would be useful to 

D!CLASSIFU:D supplement 
Ltdpl.rJ.. b Dopat y Arahiviot ot tho 0 .8. 

s..t .. ___ _..:;Bl,_ ::l .. :•li.: Stewart ~!offB 1 4 19 
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P"tpA.IUHO 0'"'£ 
Wil l INDtCAtt. WHlTH£" 

(
f ull tale 

CoUtee Day letter 
Hight loiter 

C~lrlt Otput~nut: 

full r.tt 

TELEGRAM SENT 
TO I I TRA-"IMin(O 

CO"fiOCNTtAt. COOl 

HONCONriDCNnAL COOl 

PAJitJAIR ....... 

NIRht lett Wtultfnllon. 
D!CLASSIFI!Il Day l etter;~=====~ ...... .. 

C~at«• lc 
s By Deputy Arobivi•t ot t be 0.8~ 

et ' . J. Stewart Date FEB l l ~n. 
supplement this by enotber method. At a time when the United 

Nations are preparing to meet the enemy by force before it oan 

occupy various areas it seems to me important that we should 

take advantage of the possibility that we can hold the Axis 

ott from other areas by using suoh psychological and economic 

weapons as are available. 

Should France go over it would mean, or course, that the 

Iber ian Peninsula as well ie lost to us. We are obtaini ng tor 

our common cause vital military and strategic information by 

the presence of our observers i n North Africa and from our mis­

sion• in France itself. In order that this remaining bridge­

bead to Europe may be held as l ong as it serves our purpose i t 

ie necessary that our position there be reinforced from time to 

time through limited economic aid, thereby not abandoning the 

field entirely to the Germans. 

I am therefore proposing to resume thi s economic effort 
41 ..s.......4.. L ~ .., .. j ~ M""' ¥ lu- • "- ~{4.</l(c-.J..-
Aand wanted to let you know beforehan~ of this step, which I 

am convinced may prove of immense importance to the aims of the 

~'7-V.q;..ub""f 

~~~ 
s., ·--- - - - M. ----- " - - - --!.-- \ 

Unit ed Nations. 

~:~ 

~·----
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D!cussrn:m DRAF'l' TELIGRJ.l.l 

8y Depaty(u!~~st ot the U.S • .,. ~~ ... ,.,. 
~•• 9ST 1 2 1°71 

• 

- AND PERSONAL FOR THE F'ORIJER NAVAL PERSON FROOI THE PRESIDEN!'. 

m. 121 

I IJJ GREATLY DIS'l'IJRBI>ll AT THE PUBLICM CO:ID!G 0111' OF THE 

CASEr BUSINESS. I T Sm.!S TO J.!E TO BE GETTING ATTENI'ION ALL 0111' 

OF PROPORTION TO ITS IMPORTANCE. 

I AJ.! PARTICULARLY DISTURBED AT \/HAT I LE!JUI FROll THE PAPERS: 

THAT CURTIN, ON THE ONE HAIID, W>.Y BE GOING TO PUBLISH A DETAILED 

\\1-J:TE P.t.PllR AND THAT YOU, ON TIIB CYI'IIER, FEEL THAT YOU IIAY HAVE TO 

DISCUSS THE /.lATTER PUBLICLY Ill PARLlAI.(j:;Nr. IT SEillS TO LIE THAT 

ALL OF THIS PLAYS IUGHT INTO THE HhNDS OF OUR ENE2.!1ES MID IF THERE 

IS At1Y WAY THAT ALL FURTHER PUBLIC DI SCUSSION OF IT OOULD CEASE 

IT I"•OULD BE DESIRABLE P.LL AROU!ID. 

I HAVE HAD A LOiiG TAIX \ilTH EV:.TT i.BOI1l' THIS AND HE IS SEtiDING 

TO CURTIN THE SUBSTANCE OF \,HAT I Al.l CABLiiiG TO YOU. 

THE CASEY APPOUT.!BNI', I REALIZE, IS B111' AN It!CIDEIII'. THE 

MORE l ;a>ORT/\Nl' W>.TTER I S THE BASIC RELATIONSHIP OF GREAT BRITAIN 

TO AUSTRALIA. I Si:.NSE A GRO\.ING FEU.ING IN THIS COUNI'RY OF 

L!PATIEIICE AT IIIIAT APPEJJlS PUBLICLY TO BE A RATHER STRAINED 

RELATIONSHIP BLT"t~Wi AUSTRALIA AND THE UNITED KINGDO!I AT l'fliS 

CRITICAL TillE. 

I AM SI!JPLY \\OIIDE!UNG HO'.. SO:.a.THU:C MIGHT BE DOtlE IN THE 

n!'JEDIATE Fl1l'URE TO CHANGE ALL THAT TO AN ATUOSPHERE OF GOOD I<ILL 

I'.HICH I S SO ESSENTIAL TO THE UIIITY OF OUR MILITARY EFFORTS 

J • 

/ 27 
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DIRJ:.CTED AGAiliST THE ElJEUY. 1 CONFESS AT THE IAOill'.Nl' l 'HJ\T I 

HAVE NOTHil:G TO PROPOSE ALTHOUGH I All GOI!lG TO DIRECT I.IY l.{l.ND 

TOWARDS IT IJtD IF I THII;K OF tllYTHllG I \.ILL LLT YOU Kl:o'i •• 

I SAY THIS TO YOU BECAUSE I FEEL MYSELF GREATLY HESPONSIBLE 

FOR THE TURN OF E.VENTS. I TOLD CASE:{ t.UITt: FllANI<LY THAT I HOPLD 

HE l'•OULD TAKE THE JOB Ill THE !£!DDLE EAST BECAUSE HE I.OULD BE A 

PERSON IN THE AREA t.HO \.OULD Kl;oi'• BOI'H U!E ~.!CAll AIID 

AUSTRALIAN ANGLES AS \.J::LL AS 'i'HE BRITISH, AND I STILL THINK THE 

DECISION FOR CASEY TO GO TO THE MIDDLE EAST IS A V.I 5'E ONE. 

-
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- r•nroh 26 , 1942. 

!'(' : ~'('N~O I'AVAI PF0 EC'l/ 
1>1>('1' : Tf'F. ?P•~SJ l)BIIT 

!'o . 128 

P\'1.~1' I' AS TOT t1 '·"' 'f'UE Sl'<'STA!'CP. OF J CABJ.t; :'RC!f C'l'll'I'H! 

11EIJ<TI \'E TC' 'l'f'F. TR!l'll Al!STRALJA~! OJVJSJC'!l, IN WHJCR CtlRTIII 

EllPP.ESSES !!IS GT:El.'r Al\'X!BTY AT l EAVING 1'HR TPJRD TJIVlS im1 l N TilE 

'!I J1!ll.P EAST , 

J "I.W. AllVJSSI' T"E AUS'!'0 ALIAN I/T111ST'!" IT T!'E APSENCE OF 

EVATT , 1'1!10 "AS ':0111': TC' It'S">\" YO!'~, 1'1!JT WE WO!'LO 1r"l T"Tl".J.'II AJ.I 

CO!!l)J'I'IONS RFlLAT!VP TO SEiiDJNG All ADD!TIOIIA!. AJJBRJCAI: DIVISION 

TO Al!S'\'RAI.IA JJID TfiA'I' l'NllEP A~'Y rJ!lriD!STAlfCES Cl:!:: AllDITl ONAL 

AJ.~R!CAF Tll'I!SIOII V.XLl GO AS SC'C'll AS POS$1!\LE . l ADVISED HIM 

Fl'llT"tl' TRJ.T !'Y O!IIGllo'AL ADVICE AS TO LEAVIII~ TlfE F'JNI.L 

AUSTJV.LIAP lliVlSJOf 111 T!'E ~DDI.E !'lAST !'!XPP.ESSSD !.lY OPlNIOI! 

AIID '!'PAT I P.AO ll<n' 11' AJ'G::O IT . 

I AOVJS~f\ I!Jl' Ft'11TW.P 'f'UAT 'l'l'P ll'>C'JSIO'I AS '!'C W"BTHEI! TFE 

Al!STPAlJ All OlVJSl ON SHOlli.O ~E Sl':NT l!O~'"!: on l'OT f,!JTST 1'1': "J.O" BY 

Pl?!l E !1 NJST~'P "11QTII< J.liO NOT PY ME , 

The or1•1na1 copy or t~is despate~ waa 
handwri tl nv tr.~ t:as therefore ret\lrned 
files , 

!'OOSEVEL'I' 

altered in the Proaidont•s 
to l'ios 'l'lllly for hiatorlee.l 

DECLASSi fiED 
ty A 
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1.!/.RCH ~ 1942 

TO: FO!ll.IER IIAV tiL f'tRSON 

::o. I 28' 

EVATT liAS TOLD :.0:: THE SUBSTtJ:CE: OF h CP'T <' F?..o:! CURTIN 

RELA'fiVE TO 1HI: THDiD AUSTRALII.X DIVI~ION, IN l.HlCH CURTI N 

EXPRESSI:S HIS GREAT ANXIETY AT LEAVING 1'HE THIRD DIVISI ON IN THE 

TIDDLE EAST , 

I HAVE JJ>VISED THE AUSTRALIA!l J.IEISTER B 'I'HE ABSENCE OF 

EVATT, loHO liAS CONL 'i'O l:l\, YORK, THAT I.E \.OULD \.ITHDRAt, AU. 
~~ 

COfiDITIONS RELA'i'HE TO SEIIDH:G l.tl IJlDITIO!IAL DIVISION TO I.USTRALIA 
(.~· .......... 

gm THAT UIIDER ANY CIRCUJ.!STA>'<CES ONE ADDITI OH/IL-\DIVI SION \'.ILL CO 

AS SOON AS POSSI BLE. I ADYI SED HDJ FURTHER THAT MY ORIGINAL 

ADVI CE AS TO LEAVING 1'HE FWAL AUSTRIILI IJ< DIVI SION IN THE ?.UDDLE 

EAST EXPRESSED !.IY OPI NION AND 1'HJ.'1 I HAD lm' CHAIIGED IT . 

• I ADVISED HD! FllRTI!Ei1 THAT THE DECISio;: AS '1'0 l.HL"l'HER ~ ~ t:.;;;.,._ 
k-L 

DIVISION SHOULD BE SEN!' OR NOT '-'IJ&T BE WIDE BY !'lilliE l.IINISTEJl 

" CURTI N AND NOT BY ME. 

ROOS<.VELT 
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TEW.RJJ.: 

~.PRIL 1 , 1942 

TO • FORl$R l!AVAL PERSON 
l'R~l.' : Tlf€ PRESIDE: 'l' 

AS l '1!..\I'E CO~'l'JP.TED ST'RVEY 0!' T"E T!"7.1liATE ~ll J.('l~ RA'' GE PllOIILEI!S 

CF ?FIE ':ILIT#RY SI'l'T1AT1C'NS FACIIIG T'!E eyjn::o llATJOJ;s, J HAVE CO!.'E TO CERTAIN 

COFC:J,fiSIONS 'i~ICll ARE SO VITAL TU T I IT:V'T YC\tl TO Kl'O'II TBB \'I!'OLB PICTIIRF. AtJl 

TO ASY. YOT'R APPROVAL. THE 'lllfOLE OF IT I S SO DllPENDEttT 0}' CO~'J'LETF. COO!'ERATJC'N 

DY T'!E T'lHTED l'HlGDOL: AND U'UTED STATES Tt1AT HARRY AND ~~~SHAlL ',YI !J. LEAVE 

POR LCI'DOP IN A "!>': DAYS "'~ESEKT FI!'ST OF ALL TC YOI' THE SALIENT Pl'INTS , 

IT IS J. PLAI' TO l'f!'lCH I I!OPE RVSSIA >'liLt GREI';T 'NIT" ~'T"USIASIJ A!ID, 01' WORD 

PRO!' YOT' l'illm' YOI' !'AVE SP.El' I'.A.'!RY Al!D ''AASI'ALt., I PROPOSE TO ASIC STAUN TO 

SENTJ T'iiO SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVES TO SEE L'B AT O'ICE. 

I Tl'IIIK IT IVH.L \'lOR!( Ot'T H1 F'ITLJ, ACCOPD \'liT" TREND OF P11Bt.IC OPillJ ON 

HERE AJID IN BRIT/,IN . AND , FINALLY, I WOVLD tJ!'E TO BE ABLE TO LAllEL IT THE 

PLAJI OF THE UJIITED !lATIONS. 

RCOSEVBLT 

~ L . h..c:: C . • 

.87 Depu 

:;,.~~~~iJ~:::: 
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AprU 2, 1942· 

FROII PRESIDM TO PRIME IIINISTER PERSONAL AND ·-· ./1.0. !3o 

~ .s '"'tf oNe ~POSAL m YOUR NUMBER """""" OF !lARCH THIRTYFIRST DOES NOT IIENTION AVAILABILITY OF ·• 

FURIOUS WHICH IS SCHEDULED TO LEAVE UNITED STATES APRIL THIRD FOR THE CLYDE VIA 

.BERMUDA AND WHOSE PLANS SHOW ELEVATORS LAffiE ENOUGH FOR SPITFIRES PARA AlJIIIRAL KING 

WILL ADVISE ADMIRAL POUND THROUGH GHORMLE!: THAT \'/ASP IS AT DISPOSAL AS YOU REQUEST 

IF OUR ESTIMATE AS TO FURIOUS SHOULD BE INCORRECT 

DICLABSIFII:D 
B1 Deputy Aroh!viat of the U.l. 

=~~: ~$5:'0 ·• 
.lJ, . .. 

130 
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TO: 1-'0F.:.tr.R llAV ~L 1-ERSOII 

FRO!!: THE ?RESIDENI' 

NO. Ill 

f 

mm. J, 1942 

RELATIVE TO YOUR NU!nlER 59 liND 1'HE OPERATION TO ~.!HCH YOU 

ARE CO f m'l'ED I FEEL THAT IT l.OULO BE Ulf,.I SE TO IDEill'IFY THE 

EXPEI:ITION IN THE :.WillER II!DICATED BY YOU . YY F.EASO!I !'0~ THIS 

IS TI!AT \.E ARE THE o::LY NATION Tl!t.T CAN ll:Tl:.RVENE DIPWJATICALLY 

UTH ANY !!OPE OF SUCCESS \.ITII VIa« t.t.'D IT SEEMS 'i~ liE EXTJU:.:ELY 

ll!PORTAI;T TW.T ;,E BE ABLE TO DO THIS ' .. ITHOU'f· T!!b cet!PLICI.TIONS 

V,HICH ..liGHT ARISE BY THE DilOPPIKG OF Llf<F'j,"l.TS OR 07H1R 

INFORMAL :.!ETHODS I N C01lNECTION \'.ITH YOUR OPIW.TION. I 00 HOPE 

THAT YOU WILL !.CREE V1ITH THIS. 

Dl!:CLASSI!'I!D 
By D~t7 Ar o viat at t he 0.8. 

B7--~~~~~~----
Dat•·-...LI.Ioi..L..I.....5<....!: !..L..... _ _ __ 

! 31 
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'l'"IPLE. PRIORITY. "* Pl,;ue dali vul' l.mmodi n t.lll )' the following menage 

from t hv Prousi dont to t he J.'o1•mor nav1.1l ;JUrtlOil: 

..,\JV'l'i·: I ruoa t cHtrnea ~ly hopo t hat ;rou lliAY J.' lnd it 

possible LO posLpona Crippa 1a doparture fr~ india 

wn;il one more flnal effort h.a.a been l:lade t.o i)revent 

'a breakdown 1n Lhe nec;oth tiona. 

I lUll aor1•y to say ~l!C. t I curu1o t a gree wi tli t he 

point of vie1v aet forth in your me uagc to roo that 

public opi nion ~ the Unita d ~tate ~ bol~dvee Ll~t the 

n agoth.t. lon a u11.va i'alled on brOIId z;onorf>l ieaue a . The 

g e neral ialpreasion t.o ro iu quite. the conl.t·sry . The 

f eeling on Lhe cont.r&J•y ia ulllloe t unive rsally held that 

the deadlock haa be en co.uaod by t.lle um<ill i n{lneea ot 

!be Ur1 t1eh Uove1·nment to con cede to the I ndiana the 

right of aelt-governme nt, not.witl~tnndin& tho w1ll1ng­

neaaot the Indiana to entruet t e chnical military and 

na'val dat cue control to the co•petent Brith h a utbo*-• . 
itiea. American public 
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1r the llr1 tlah Oover!liMnt h willing to perm! t the COli-

.. , 
ponent parte or India to .. cede rroa the Br1 tlah Empire 

a!ter ~he war, 1t 1e not w1ll1ng t o permit tbeaa to 

enjoy what 1s tantamount to ael!•governaaent during the 

war. 

I r eel I IIIUst plaoe th1a 1uue before you verJ 

!rankly and I know you wUl uncier a tand 11fT reuone tor 

10 doing. It the preaent negoti ... tiona are all~ed to 

collapee beoauee or the iuuea ..... preaented to tbe Amuo-

1oan poople and India should subsequently be euooeaa­

tully 1nvac1ed by Japan with attendant aer1oua aa1l1tary 

or naval cieteate tor our aide , t he prejudicial reaction 

on American public opinion oan hardly be onr-eatiaated. 

Oonaequently, would it not be poaa1ble tor you to 

have Or1ppa poatpone hh ciepat"ture on t he ground t hat 

you peraonally bave aent hia 1natructiona to ... ~ a 

t 1nal. ettort to .ti nd a c-n·-ground or underatanc11ng. 

I learned that an agreement aeeMd YerJ near laat 

Thuraday night . It be could be autbor1aed by you to 

atate that he ... jiYJ''I!tl~ by you per aonally t.o rn~ 

negotiation& aa at that point with the unc1eratand1ns f 
that a1nor conoeuione would be lll&de by both a idea, 1 t 

, MaLAISUtlll 
' ' tapt\ 1 A~ ~~~:t th-l•IJ• 
By • • ~··n!l: 
!late 1 'IQ71 
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a .. ma to • that an agreeMnt m1ght ret be round. 

I •t1ll reel, •• I exprea•e4 to 7~ 1n an earlier 

me .. age, t~t 11' the oo.ponent-groupa 1n Inc11a oould now 

ba g1..n tbe opportun1t7 to aat up a nat1onal1•t govern­

.. nt e1a1lar 1n e .. enoe to our om rora or go't'ernaant 

undar tha A.rt1olea or Oontec18rat1on w1th tbe unc18ratand-

1ns that upon the tarmlnat1on or a per1o4 or tr1al and 

arror t be7 woul4 tllen ba anabled to 4atera1ne upon tha1r 

own fora or ooMt1tut1on and, •• 7~ hava alre&4J prom1aed 

tn.., to 4atera1ne tbe1r tuture ralat1oneh1p w1th the 

Br1tbh Blq)1.ra, a aolut1on ooul4 probabl7 ba t'aun4. It 

7011. aa4a euoh an artort and Cr1ppa were tban at1ll un­

able to t1n4 an asrae-nt, 7ou would a t laaat on that 

1 .. ua ha't'a publ1o op1n1on 1n the un1ted State• aat 1a1'1ed 

that a real orrar an4 a ta1r ottar ha4 baen .. 68 bJ the 

Br1t1ah Oonm.nt to t ba paopl .. or In41& an4 that tbe 

ra,apona1b1l1t7 tor auoh ta1lure llllat ola&rl7 be plaoe4 

upon the Inc11an people an4 not upon tba Br1 t1ah Oo't'arn­

unt. UJIQUOB 

UISWti.T 

• 
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-- A:>ril ll, , lQ42. 

PRIORITY 

From: POTUS 
To Ho:>kins for Former Naval Person. 

NlJJ I h~ve re~d Rnd B?;>roved meSS<l!& llc~larney to Jarehall 
re planes for India and wont t o em?hasize the folloving : 

One 1 I conaider it very unwise t o curtail planes now on way 
to Stillwell. A very despondent message has como fr010 th~ Cenerlllissimo 
and I believe c~nsidsratioos of hi3h ?Olicy call ~or cir hel? to Surma 
theatre at once 8 3 Chinese ~osition must be su ~t..ined . 

Two: I believe plan A o~ our Ste f f i s Q{ far the better. 

Three: It is ~ belief Ja~~ese l and atteck on Ceylon will not be 
mada f or several weoks . 

Four: I hope United tlations shipoing rlll be kept out of !lay of 
Bengal . 

Fivo: I hopo Britioh warships will for t he time being stey under 
w:obrella of land based planes "bile in vicinity of South9rn India 
and Ceylon. 

Six: The quickeot tlnd easi est i ncroaM in Air stren_~tth in Ind i nn 
theatre is to let us send all possibl e plcnes now her e earmark~ for 
Britiah nccount in order to brine Brer~ton up t ., strength. This 
large movement can start in 48 hours nfter qe hoar f rom you . 

RELSASeD 2325 - 14 APRIL 1942 
..,r-.L. L .. c . _ 

JOHN L. llcCREA­
C:.pt ain , USJI . 
Naval Aide to Presi dent. 

--
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DIOLASSirlED 

t 
By Autbori ty of tlfqfR 5£( 

No. 320 
A etct flY m . e& z.Z4 31fL 

81~4 Dat.MAY 1 1972 

Fro::>: ll.cllarney 

To: ~larshall 

/' April lL, 191.2. 

( II: COlM:rTION Wl Til THI S DESPATCH SEE l£E:SSAGE 
NO . l~& FRO!.! T~ PRJ::SI!>:!'T TO !.:!! . HOPKINS 
!'(IP "Cl!lreR !lAVAL 1'1-lRSON) ~ 

The following data and r ecommendations are submitted in 
accordance with your No. 2398, April 14. Urgent for General ~arshall 
from r.lcllarney with Admiral King and Generals Arnold and .!:isenhower 
concurri ng. We concur with the estimate of the British Chiefs of 
Staff as to t he importance of the India-Middle East area , and as t o 
the probable result s on the Russian position that would follow the 
loss of tho Middle East. ~e likewise concur in the character of ~~e 
assistance required by the British in order to make the Bay of Bengal 
and Indian nrea rea~onably seoure. 

At thi:s m0011ent no (repeat no: pl anes allocated to tbe U.s. 
Al'IJIY Air Porce are available for transfer to India or the nddle East. 
Units now enaaged in such critical tasks as the combatting of' the sub­
marine menace on our East Coast e.t•e- pitifully small 'and are all badly 
under st rength. Admiral King states that the t asks assigned the u.s. 
Naval Forces are so nur.erous and of such importance that no diversions 
can be raade at this tiM • 

• Tho only source f r om which land tY)le airplanes of American 
Jl'anufacture oan be secured immediately is fro"' thoso alr eady allocated 
to the British. The following information i s given on the types and 
numbers availabl e . Considerabl e number s of these are now held on 
various fields in the u.s., due to congestion of t he British ferry 
route , particular ly at ~ontreal, and cannot be cleared through that 
route to any destination. These i nclude bombardment types only and 
exclude ell airplanes knO\m to ba non- oporationel for l ack of guns, 
turrets , etc.: 35 B-25; 25 LB-30; 8 B-l7s . These nUIIbers are exclu­
sive of greater quantities which are non-operational because of' l ack 
of guns or other equipment now in England; for example, 23 Lockheeds 
at Fort W~e and 67 B-26s at Omaha. 

With respect to pursuit types there are likewise availabl e 
considerable quantities which ar e crated and ready f'or shinment and 
c!Ln be diverted to the Indi an r egion by the first available shipping. 

Proposed plans for employment of' these airplanes in India 
is given as follows: Pl an A. The lOth Ai r Foree, now in India, COlll­

orises one pursuit group and ono co;oposi te bombardment group of one 
heavy bombardment squadron and tiTo medium bombardment squadrons . To 
this force should be added one heavy reconnaissance squadron of LB-30s . 
The olan would orovide for bringing the lOth ALr Force to' full opera­
tional strength. illllllediately by ferrJing approoriate _J}Ulllbers of' the 
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operationally fi~ bombers, above listed, to India and b,y transferring 
pursuit planes by use of the U. S. aircraft carrier Ranger . This ship 
to be loaded with crated fighters which will be set uo en route, and 
flown off at r onrovia . ?rom that point the planes would be flown to 
Gener al 3r e reton, corr.~~ding the lOth Air Force. 

Plan B. To provide ferrying crews only for the bo"bera above 
l tst ed and turn them over to the Sri tish upon arri val in India . 'fhis 
plan i s suggested b,y t he statement i n the British appr eciation , "aircraft 
rathe r t han personnel are our primary in:10ediate r equ i r ement." However , 
we doubt t hat t he British air personnel already i n India is sufficiently 
strong in qualified pilots and comb~t c r ews t o oper ate this equiptllent 
efficiently . If this plan were adooted the pursuit planes could still 
be ~oved to Indi a b,y the method already described. 

JAmir al King definitely states that the Ranger cannot (repeat 
not) be made available for c011bet use in the Indian Ocean. This state­
Eent involves also any other ujor fleet unit . The only way the Navy can 
assist is b,y the use of ~nger for ferrying acr oss the Atlantic as above 
described . 

We desire to remind you that the lOth Air Force has been assigned 
to General Stilwell with an original purpose of supporting his operations. 
Since this diversion of the lOth Air Foree to another mission will ad­
versely affec t t he Chinese situation and Stil well ' s operations , we deem i t 
especiall y impor tant that no attempt be made to diver t any of the airplanes 
r equi red to keep the AVO at full operational strength and t hat former 
assurances t o t he Gene r alissimo and Stilwell in this r egard be adher ed to . 
This appli es also to other typos of planes already allocated tho Chinese 
under f i rm agreements . 

At t his point your No . 2401 containing instructions for Stilwell 
and Brereton arrived. The orders will be i mned1ately sent as directed 
but for your infomation the shipping schedule is such that planes now 
afloat can scarcely bring the AVO to full operational str ength before 
l'.ay 15. We estimate that !'len A as outlined will bring the lOth Air 
Force to operational str ength at an ear lier date than can be accollplisbed 
b,y depending upon AVG planes over and above the oper ational strength of 
that grou? . This message has been read and appr oved b.1 the President . 

~ r.mmErTJOIJ 'IIJTf! THIS OF.SPATr.U SF:".: l·'ESSAGR 110. 133 FROM 
TilE Pi!EST!'!:llT TO MR . ROPF.JIIS l"O!l FOlmER N'VAL PERSON) 

D.OL4SBtr i&D ~ 
By Autbor i t:r ot 41/iusc-c 
t! RH( & 7M fFf Z?<l y~ 

liT. ell/a. Date MAY 1 1972 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 
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' THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS H INGTON 

April 14, 1942. 

I!ON. HARRY L . liOPi<INS 
LOl!lJON 

Li tvinov came in to ask for informa tion 

of !:Ioscow what the subject was I wished to 

discuss and I told him the facts and pointed 

out that all of t his was clearly implied 

in my message to Stalin. I hope to have an 

answer shortly. 

It seems true Laval is back . though 

we have not heardofficially f r om Leahy . 
. ,. 

ROOSEVELT 

p::c. ------, 
BJ Deputy h::ohi>io'G of ·~he u.s. 

t DateMAR 21972 11 1. J, Stewar ---
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Aor1l 14 , 19~2 . 

PRIORITY 

TO : }J'E?!CA~ S''I!ASSY , L(I!IDON 

~"(']' '1'"": Fl'"S!illl!JT TO !!1! . 'IAJ1P.V L HOPKINS 

LJT\'H:OV rA:!': HI TC ASr ~'OR JIITORL'ATlO!' 0~ :~OSCOII 

Wl'A~ T"": SPI!Jg{'T 1'/AS I "llSHfro TC DISCllSS Al~il I TCLD Ill)( TilE 

FAC'l'S AliD FOllli'ED OU'!' T~J.T U.L OF T'IIS ·,lAS CL&ARL': H'PUED 

IH 1.."{ !.3SSAGE TO STALIN . I HOPE T<l 'lAVE AN AllS>'iER SllORTLY, 

IT SEE~'S TRW. l.AVAL I S BACK T'!OUGP WE H.W": !iCY!' 

l'EARD OFFIClJ\LLY :'PO:£ LEAHY , 

llOOSEVELT 

Re leased at 1735, April 14 , 1P42. 

V. c.. ./Ito C . • 
J(l'!>o I . !!oC"FA, 

Captain , l' . S . !lavy , 
~&val Aide to the Preairlont , 

D:CLA'i'":~fLJ 
1J Deputy il:rchlviGt o:f tho U.S •. 

By I . J . Stewart Date MAR 2 1972 
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FI'OI' I 
TO 

OPNAV 
A:.~HICA'' >;;l.'BASSY, LCIIIDON 

FJ10: THP. PP'i:SIDSNT FOil J.~ . l!ARRY I .. HOPKJNS 

April 15, 1942. 

Your sug.r;estion bein~ studied but consensus of opinion 

ie that odor still too stron$ for family of nations . 

Reloasod at 1910, Apr i l, 15 , 1942 • 
.r: L. • A, C' c;:.......... 

JOHN L . ~:cCPEA, 
Capta in, l'. S. l!avy, 

Naval Aido to tho Prosidont. 

ROOSBVELT -. 
-. 

D:CLMtl:iFlllD O I 
IJ llet:uty Archhdot of the • ; \972. 

17 1 • 01 • stewart llate ~~R • 
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P!UO!UTY . '• 

l"'lru: OPNAV 
TO : AI.e.P.ICA!I E.IBASSY, LO:UXlN 

FnO•~ THE PR•:;SIDENT OF tJil; UNIT!ro S'rATF.S TO TRE FORMER NAVAL PEl\(lON NO. }X. 

YOUR Si':CRET !10. (fl . riE HAVE 8&!711 A.'iD ARE C~NTINUING STUDI ES OF 

IMJ.IEDIATE HEEDS. I HOPE YOU I':ILL Rll.AD OUR AIR FORCE Soc;GESTIOU::> SENT TO 

IIARSHALL FOR YOUR COllSIDERATION . THIS VIOULD B'E: MUCH THE QUICKEST ·ny OF 

GETTING PLAl<ES TO ItiDIA TrlOUGH THBY l!OULD BE LA.!lD BASED PL.~!'.'> AND FOR TI!E 

TIME BEING WOULD COM!'EL YOU TO KEEP YOUR FLEET UNDER TH~IR COV~GE. ON 

THE OTHER HA!lD THIS PLAN fiOOLD DO TI!E IIOST TO PREVD<T JAPAN::S),; LANDING AT 

CEYLON 1 MADRAS OR CALCUTTA. IN OTHER r.QRDS THEY TIOULD D5FINITELY !&!PROVE 

THE GENE.RAL lilLITAR~ SITUATION IN INDIA AREA. THESE PLA.>IS, HO'IIEVl"..R, 

INVOLVE: USE OF RANGER AS :. FE!t!!:t B::>;.T !.:lD PREVmT HER US~ AS CAP~'II:<R 71ITH 

HER 01iN PLANES. THF. RA:~GER I S OF COURSE BEST SUITED FOR FEIU\YING .t,S VIE 

ARE NOT PROUD Of IIER COOPARTI.IEl>TATIO~l A.'iD HER S'J'RUCTURAL STRE21GTH. 

MEASUrtE:S NO\i I N RA.'lD BY Pt.CIFIC f[.EET HAVE NOT B::EN CONVEYBD TO 

YOU I~ DETAIL BJ:CAUSE OF S;::cRECY 1\::QUIRC::.t!:NTS BUT WE HOP!!: ¥0U \\'ILL FIND 

THE.< EFr,CTIVE l.'JE~I THEY CAll BE: rit.DE: KNOWN TO YOU SHORTLY . 

I FULLY APPRECIATE THE FR!>SEllT l-ACK Ol' NAVAL BUTTo:Il TO COVER THE 

BREAD BUT I HOP:: YOU WILL AGREE TilTH !.IE THAT B:::CAUS£ 01' OPERATI O:lAL 

DIFFERENCSS B::TI'IEE:l Til:: '!YIO SERVICSS Tl!E!lE IS A GHAV~ QUESTION AS TO 

1TllE'l'II"'..R A IIAIII YL!!:ET CONCE11TRATION SHOULD B£ iAADE I N CEYLO~ AREA \'liTH 

ltiXED FORCES. 

- - l -
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PARTLY BECAUSE OF THIS AND PARTLY Br-:GAUS:: OF MY FEELING THAT FOR 

THE NEXT FE\\' \'lEEKS IT IS idORi': IMPORTANT TO PRr:vENT J APAllESE LANDING l\llY'IffiERE 

I N I NDIA OR C!i:YLON THAT Wt; ARE: INCL!Nt:D TO GIVE GR?:ATER CONSIDERATI ON TO 

TEt.!POHARY RE:?LACEi'&NT OF YOUR HOI4E FLEET UNITS RATHER TRAN MIXI NG UNITS 

IN I NDI AN OCEAN . 

IT I S MX l'E:RSONAL THOUGHT THAT YOUR FLEET IN INDI AN OCEAN C~.N 

\'I<:LL BE SAF~ARDED DURING !IEXT FE\'1 WEE'".l\S 'i'IITHOUT FIGHTING MAJOR ENGAGF.IAENT, 

IN THE iAEANTDdF. BUILDING UP LAND BASED ?LANE U1llTS TO STOP JAPANESE 

TRANSPORTS . I HOPE YOU WILL LET M!': KNOYI YOUR THOUGHT IN REGARD TO THE 

AIR FORC!': MEASURES INDI CATED ABOVE. WE. COULD PUT THEM INTO EFFECT AT ONCE: . 

ROOSEVELT 

Released at 1600, April 16, 1942. 

V7 t.. . ht (' c. ...... _, .... ____ _ 
JOHN L. McCREA, ., 

Captain, U. S. llavy, 
Navol hide to the President . 

D:::CI·_A31UIJ:D 
ty .. ::c!li ·-:.~ '; of tbe U. 8~ 

... - 2 -
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April 16, 1942 . 

YOUR SECRl!:T #69 . WE HAVE BEEN AND ARE CONT I NUING STUDIES OF 

I~CIEDIATE NEEDS . I HOPE YOU WILL READ OUR AIR FORCE SUGGEST'j:ONS 

SE.'IT TO MARSHALL FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION. THIS WOULD BE UUCH 

THZ QUICKEST \'lAY OF GETTING PLANES TO INDIA THOUGH THEY WOULD 

BE LA!ID BASED PLAtiES AND FOR THE TIME BEING WOULD COMPEL YOU 

TO KEEP YOUR FLEET tnlDER THEIR COVERAGE. ON THE OTHER HAND 

THIS PLAN WOULD UO THE MOST TO PREVENT JAPAlfESE LANDING AT 

CEYLON , ~IADRAS OR CALCUTTA . IN OTHER WORDS THEY WOULD DEFINITELY 

I:.fi'ROV"E THE GENERAL MILITARY SITUATION r.1 I NDIA AREA . THESE 

PLANS, HOWEVER, INVOLVE USE OF RANGER AS A FERRY BOAT AND PREVENT 

HER USE AS CARRIER YIITH HER OWN PLANES ;;) -- .~ i!EASURES NOW I N HAND BY PACIFIC FLEET HAVE NOT BEEN 

CONVEYED 'XO YOU IN DETAIL BECAUSE OF SECRECY REQU IREMENTS BUT 

WE HOPE YOU \'tiLL FIND THEJA EFFECTIVE WHEN THEY CAN BE MADE 

r(tiOWll TO YOU SHORTLY. 

I FULLY APPRECIATE THE PRESENT LACK OF NAVAL BUTTER 

TO COVER THE BREAD BUT 1 HOPE YOU WILL AGREE WI TH ME THAT 

BECAUSE OF OPERATIONAL DIFFERENCES BET'I.'EE.'l THE TWO SERVICES 

THERE IS A GRAVE QUESTION AS TO WHETHER A MAIN FLEET CONCENTRATI ON 

SHOULD BE MADE IN CEYLON AREA v.ITH MIXED FORCES . 

PARTLY BECAUSE OF THIS AND PARTLY BECAUSE OF MY FEELING 

TliAT FOR THE Nk:XT FEW WEEKS IT IS ~ORE I!JPORTAliT TO PREVENT 

JAPA!fESE LANDING ANYWHERE IN I NDIA OR CEYLOJk~ A; INCLINED 

08~3 
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TO GIVE GREATER CONSIDERATION TO TE~JPORARY REPLACE~EIIT OF YOUR 

HOME FLEET UNITS RATHER THAN MIXING UNITS IN I NDIAN OCEAN . 

IT IS ~.IY PERSONAL THOUGHT THAT YOUR FLEET IN INDIAN 

OCEAN CA}I WELL BE SAF~UARDED DURING NEXT FEW WEEKS WITHOUT 

FIGHTING .:.!AJOR EtiGAG&I&'IT, IN TilE MEidlTI..IE BUILDING UP LAND 

BASED PLAIIE UNITS 'fO STOP JAPANESE TRANSPORTS . I HOPE YOU VIILL 

LET AlE KNOW YOUR THOUGHT I N REGARD TO THE AIR FORCE MEASURES 

INDICATSD ABOVE . V1E COULD PUT THEM INTO EFFECT AT ONCE • 

...,--,;.~ ... ~'- ... _ ... __ _ 
-~­..---- •.. - -· 

....-· Tlfr: RANGER IS OF COURSE BEST SUI TED FOR FERRYING 

AS WE ARE NOT PROUD OF HhR COMPARTMENTATION AND HER STRUCTURAL 

.• 

-----------------------------------
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FROU PRESIDE!iT TO PRn!E IIINISTER PERSOllAL .U.'ll SD:RET. 

YOUR SECRE:r NWBER SllTYNIII"E HAS BEEN DULY CONSIDERED JJ.'ll IT IS 1\0TED '1l!AT I'l' DOES t;OT 

COKTAill MENTION OF AIR FORCE MEASURES SENT TO ~IAJlSRALL FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION NEARLY 
I -

FORTYEIGHT HOURS AGO PARA YOUR ACC&PTANCB OF THE SAID AIR FORCE MEASURES WILL IMPROVE THE 

GFliERAL MILitARY SITUATIO:I IN INDIAN OCB1II TIIBATER PARA ¥E!S1JRES t;OIT IN JW.'ll BY PACIFIC 

FLEET HAVE t;OT BEEN CONVEr.ml TO YOU IN DETAIL B<X:AUSE OF SECIUX:Y R!):lUIREMENTS BUT \'IE EXPECT 

YOU 71ILL FIND TIIEU EFFECTIVE \',liEN 'lHE::t CAN BE MADE KNOI'iN PARA YOUR PROPOSALS FOR DISPOSITION 

OF m,'ITED STATES SHIPS ARE Rtx:EIVD;G EVERY CO!ISIDE&\TION AND IITLL BE REPLIED TO IN DUE 

COURSE P/IRA IN .U."Y E'llllT Itl ORDER TO AVOID ~IIXIl;G OF WITS 11'11ATE'ml DECISIOII MAI BE REACIIliD 

YIILL PROBABLY BE PREMISED ON TEl.!POJ\ARY REPLACEI.!FllT OF HOME FLEET WITS RATHER TIIJ\N MIXING 
Aeo~'E 

UHITS IN INDIA!\ OCEAN PARA LET LIE UFliE YOU TO ACCEPT AIR FORCE MEASURES It:OICATEDI\ SO THAT ' 

Tl!EY UAY BE PUT ItiTO EFFECT AT ONCE. 

I . ~ 

tt·l,• c .c 

--

. 
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April 16, 1942. 

PRIO'liTY 

FROl! : OPNA V 
TO : A: 'ERICA~· B!fflASSY , !..01!0011 

F!lC!i T'~ PRP.SI'l:::NT TO l.:R . HOPKJNS FOR Tie FORJ.fER ~!P.VAL PERSOII NO . 135 -
REFERENC!': HOP~ IllS DESPATCH OF 11 APRIL CONFEP.!l!<CE: OF REPRESENTATIVES 

OF AGE!ICIES COI;CERIISD HA'IE REACf!ED DBtiSION TO LAY OP TJ\IlXERS OPERATI NG ON 

ATLANTIC COAST FOR A PBRIOD DEPEliDHIG UPON AV}JLABILITY OF MORE EFFECTIVE 

PllOTEC't'ION. OPPORTIIlliTY WJL!. FE TA."EN TO ARM SHIPS AS RAPIDLY AS POSSISLB, 

Ar.TI Oll Oil DRY CARGO SHIPS lJN!lF,R CONSJOF.RAT!ON , 

SECF.ETARY Y.llOJC DID NOT I!JIJ<E STATEMENT A1"rRIBlrrBll TO HIM. IT !!AS 

BEP.I! RETRACTED. 

ROOSEVELT 

Released at 1900, April 16 , 1942 . 

v:' l.... "" <' (.4_..._-----~ 
JOl!ll I . :.:cCREA, 

Captain , n . s. Nevy , 
Naval Aide to the Pres ident. 

CT Al"'l"_"t'_l~ Dl! ...!JO.Q·).L~ !J.., S ... 
IT Deputy Archivist of the o. • 

IIJ y, J. ste11art Do.tf£8 11 1972 
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ADMINI!ITI'tATOR 

-
• WAR SHIPPING ADMINISTRATION 

WASHINGTON 

t 

Apr il 16 , 1942 

?J.E;;.!ORANDtr.l FOR THE PRll:SI DENT: 

At a conference held this morning in t he 
Off ice of Secret ary Ickes, t he at t nched post 
cablegram was agreed upon as a consensus of 
O?inion of those present . 

The following were present: 

Secretary I cltes 
htr. Davies 
lir . Leon· Henderson 
Administrator, War Shipping 

Administrati on and three 
of hi s r epresentatives 

Mr . Joseph B. Eastman 
General Pyron, U. S.A. 
Six or eight representativ~s 

of the oil industry 

At the conclusion of the meeting I went to 
see Admiral King ~:here the enclosed dr aft was 
prepare6 in t he form submitted herewith for your 
signature. 

Enclosure 

-----,-
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UNITED STATES n.EET 

lf'"M'DUJI 

Dcte ____ ___,£ __ _ 

From: Chief of Staif. 

To: Admiral Ki~ 

PROPOSED DRAFT OF DESPATCH IN REPLY TO SECRET CABLE­
GRAM NUMBER 51 OF APRIL 14 SIGNED PRIME· 
Ho. I.S$: ' -

CONFERENCE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF AGENCIES COOCERNED 
HAVE REACHED DECI SION TO LAY UP TANKERS OPERATING 

ON ATLANTIC COAST FOR A PERIOD DEPENDING UPON AVAI~ 
ABILI TY OF MORE EFFECTIVE PROTECTION X OPPORTUNITY 

WI.LL BE TA~ TO ARM SHIPS AS RAPIDLY AS POSSIBLE 
PARA ACTION ON DRY CARGO SHIPS UNDER CONSIDERATION 

PARA SECRETARY KNOX DI D NOT MAKE STATE\100 ATTRIBUTED 
TO HIM X IT HAS BEEN RETRACTED 



• , 
OPl'AV 
A ' 3!!!'(" A'' :;!'!JASSY, LO!IOON 

April 17 , 1942. 

FOR THE FORMER NAVAL PERSON: P RlO!>J'r Y 

MACKENZIE KING HAS BEEN AT THE WHITE HOUSE FOR TWO 

DAYS AND HE WAS VERY ANXIOUS TO HAVE SOMETHING TO SHOW FOR HIS 

WASHINGTON VISIT ~~D PROPOSED A CONFERENCE IN OTTAWA EARLY IN 

l<!AY TO DISCUSS THE GREATLY EXPANDED AIR TRAI NI NG PROGRAM AND 

THE RENEWAL OF YOUR ~IRE AIR TRAINING PLAN ON AN OVERALL 

BASIS FOR THE UNITED NATIONS . I BEE NO HARl4, AND A GOOD DEAL 

OF PROBABLE GOOD IN SUCH A CONFERENCE . 

I TALKED WITH YOUR El-!BASSY ABOUT AN IM!-!EDIATE RELEASE 

TO a!NOHRONIZE \'liTH KING'S DEPARTURE AN D THEY SAW NO REASON 

TO BOTHER YOU lfiTH IT BEFOREH.UID. 

I HOPE YOU WILL LET SOMEONE COME FROM ENGLAND FOR 

IT, Ill ADDI TI O!l TO YOUR TOP PEOPLE OVER HERE. 

ROOSEVELT 

Roleasod at 1705, April 17, 1942 . 

;J; ~ · th r <..Q...:_..... -----­

JOffil L . UoCREA , 
Captain , U. S. Navy, 

Naval Aido to tho President . 

-
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FllO!" : OPllAV 

Apr11 1? , 1942 , 

TOt AL~I r.A ' 1 ~''BASSY, LCNOON 
PRIO!'l rY 

TO: HOPKINS - LONDON 

REPORTED THIS MORNING PETAIN RESIGNED. DARLAN I N 

HIS PLACE BUT LAVAL PROBABLY IN CONTROL, IN VIEW OF THIS 

WELLES AND I FEEL NORTH AFRICA STAND SOME CHANCE FAILING TO 

ACCEPT LAVAL'S ORDERS, 

THEREFORE ROPE YOIJ AND 1-!ARSHALL WILL TALK THIS NEW 

SITUATION OVER WITH FORMER NAVAL PERSOII WHO DOUBTLESS HAS 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, I AM NOT PROPOSING REV!VAL OF GYMNAST 

BUT ONLY ASK THAT YOIJ DISCUSS WHOLE SUBJECT. 

THERE I S SOME REASON HERE TO BELIEVE ORANGE 

BATTLESHIPS WITHDRAWING TO EASTWARD OUT OF BAY OF BENGAL. 

RANGER BEING LOADED, 

ROOSEVELT 

Rel eased at l 0 t1fi, Aor l l 17, 1912 • 

.:r. (.. . !... cC::. ~ . 
J()P'I I .. l!oC!!EA , 

Captain , P. s . N~vy , 
Naval Aide to the President . 

DEOLAS'iiFH.D 
!7 Deputy Archiviat of tbo u. s. 

17 '1. J, Stenrt DateMAR 2 1972 
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Aoril 18, 1942. 

FROM: OPNAV P RIORITY 

TO: All &RICAN EMBASSY, LOliDO:I . 

FROi< THE PRESIDENT FOR NR. HARRY L. HOPKIIIS 

I DO NOT THINK RETURN LONDON ADVISABLE AS !.lATTER MAY 

NOT DEVELOP FOR DAYS AIID IIAYBE WEEKS. 

Released at 0915, Aprll 18, 1942. 

;/,(.. . i,. .,.Q., 
JOHN L. McCREA, 

Captain, U. S. Navy , 
Naval Aide to the President. 

ROOSEVELT 

-

086 1 



• 
April 21 , 1942. 

FRO!.: : OPNAV 
TO AMERICAlf EMBASSY , LONDON 

FRO!.! THE PRESIDEllT TO FORMER IVlVAL PERSON, NO. 137 
~ 

IN REPLY TO YOt.iR NUMBJ,;RS 71 and 72 ALL PLA.i~S H.A VE LlEEN 

CO~:PLh'l'ED FOR MOV»LEin' OF AGREED UPON AIF.PUNES TO INDIJ, AT 

THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE MOMENT . BAD WEATHER HELD UP ASSWiliLY OF 

PURSI.i'IT AIRPLANES FOR ::>HIPMENT ON RiiNG:r.ll BUT THIS MOVEI>JENT IS 

COMPLETED AND RANGER SHOULD LEhVE ON TUESDAY APRIL TWENl'YFIRST . 

YOUR APPROVAL OF THE UTILIZATION OF LIBERATORS PAREN B DASH 

T'I/Eii'l'YFOUR PAREN MAIC&S IT POSSIBLE FOR US TO INSTALL ASV ~UIPMENT 

ON THESE AIRPLANES PRIOR TO MOVTh!ENT TO INDIA. THIS WILL PROVE 

A GREAT HELP IN RECONliAISSAl;CE MISSIONS OVER THE BAY OF BENGAL 

OR THE INDIAN OCEAN. SEVF..N FLYING FORTRESSES SHOULD LEAVE THE 

UNITllll STATES WITHIN FORTYEIGHT HOURS . TWENTYFOUR ADDITIONAL 

LIBERATORS PAREN B DASH TWENTYFOIJR PAREN SHOULD LEAVE THE UNITED 

STATES SHORTLY AFTJ..:R MAY Tl!:NTH. THIS DELAY ESSENTIAL TO PROVIDE 

TaR! ViiTH SJ..TISF>.CTORY NOSE J®W4EliT PERIOD THE Tl'IEiiTYONE B DASH 

- -TVIENl'YFI'lES WHICH WE TOOK OVBR l!ROM YOU SHOULU LEAVE THE UNITED 

STATES DURING THE COMING IYEEK PERIOD THIS DELAY CAUSED BY 

ADDITIONAL EQUIPMEln' NOT OH YOUR J..lP.PLANES SUCH AS AUTOV.ATIC 

PILOTS BEING INSTALLED PRIOR TO THIS MOVEMENT PARAGRAPH AIRCRAlT 

CARRil:R RANGER WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR }1JRTHER FERRYING ADDITIONAL 

AIRPLANES TO INDIA VIA AFRICA ON ITS REI'URN lo'RO!o WEST AFRI CA. 

-1-
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FROM THE PRESIDENT TO FORMER NAVAL PERSON , NO. 137, (COJ:<"TI NUED) 

TO WHAT E>.'TENT AND WITH \'/RAT EQUIPMENT IT WILL BE LOADED WILL BE 

DETIDl.MINED AFTER PRESENT MOVloiD:l'I'T S'r.ARTS. AVAILABILITY OF 

AIRCRAl!T, PILOTS AND THE TIME OF TURN AROUND \'/ILL ALL DEI' ERMINE 

LOAD Ju"'D DESTINATION OF SECOND TRIP, IF IT IS MADE PARAGRAPH 

AVG FOR THE TIME BEING HAS A TOTAL OF TWO FOUR SEVE!~ AIRPLANES 

ALREADY AT KARACHI OR EAST OF KARACHI OR ENROUTE BY AIR OR BY 

SEA PARAGRAPH I ASSURE YOU THAT EVERYTHING POSSIBLE IS BEING DONE 

TO MEEI' REQUIRRIENTS OF AVG IN CHINA AND YOUR FORCES IN INDIA 

ROOSEVELT 

1 for 
Released at - ----'April 21, 1942 . 

v: I, ' ~ ~ c::_.__ 
JOHJ.'i L. MoCREA, 
Captain, u. S. Navy, 
Naval Aide to the President. 

-2-
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THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

npril 21, 1942 

1!E\!ORANDU:J FOR t•HE PRESID!:.NT: 

llCYI·H 'tHJ:;SE \.IRES A$ O.K. 

AND I THINK THEY SHOULD Bl:: SBir 

AT ONCE. 

H. L.H. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY AIR FORCES 

WASHINGTON 

April 19, 1942 

ME~ORANDUM FOR AitliRAL KING: (Navy Department) 

Subjoot: Dro.ft of 1/.esaage for President. 

Here 1& a draft of a meaear.e for the President 

to the former Naval person. 

• A OLD, 
Lieutenant General , U. S. A. , 

Commanding General , Army Air Forooa, 

Incl: 
Draft of ~essage to 

Preaident • 

, .J ) 

-

0865 



. .•. - l- ~ .... 

I 

l i 
·-·-,7olt Llbrar, 

I 

• , f 
-~7/38) 

WAR DEPARTMENT 
Date- FEB ! <i 1972 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARioiY AIR FORCES 

WASHINGTON Signature.! f.tflh 

April 19, 1942 

l'EW!lANDUI.! FOil ~ PRF.SIDR.'l'l': 

SUbject: Airplanes to Inclia . 

It is sugcested that..,Yl_le fo:Y,~na telegram be sent to t.'le fo~r naval 
person in reply to his No . ~tedAprll 18th. 

JW. I 3J AU. Pl.JitlS fL\VE 138EN COltl'LETED FOR l.!)VEMENT OF AGREED UPOtl AIRPLA.NJ!.S 

•ro ItiDIA AT 'lliE EAJ1LIEST POSSIDLE lt>l.!ENT PERIOD BAD VIEAnll'.R liELD UP 

ASSEMBLY OF PURSUIT JIIRPLI\IIES FOR SHIPI.:BliT ON :wlt.E.'t B\!T 005 LO~:lT 

Pr'RIOD YOUR APPROVAL OF 'Mi!: UTILJZATIO!! O:i' LIBI~RATO!tS PARE~! F DASH 

't'i.il'lNTY FOU!t PA?.P.!I MAI<'~S I'r l'OSSlHLF. FOR I!S TO n:STIILL ASV &llliPl.:ENT 

01'1 DII>SE AIRPLANl'-'3 PRIOR '!0 l.t>VEMENT TO INDIA PE!UOD '!laS I'IIU. PP.OVE 

A (lflEAr IU<;LP IN nECOIINA!:;SANCE biSSIONS OVER THE BAY OF llENGAL Oil 'JHB 

INDIAN OC::AN P•:RIOD SE'le:JI r'L!IIlG FOR1'1SSSBS SHOULD IJo~VE 1RE UNITED 

STA11'.S ;';1 'llUN FORTY EIC-IIT HOUIIS PM<liOD T.o~NTY FOUR AOOITIOIIAL LIB&:tA'IO!lS 

PPJtE!I B DASH 'lY/EliTY FOUR PAR.!:N SHOULD LEAVE '!Hi:: UNI'!KD STA'l'ES SIIOR'I:LY 

J.l<'TE!t W.Y TENTH POOOD 'll!IS DELAY ESSIWTIAL 'lO P!lOVIl>E 1REIJ ill 'Ill 

SATISFACTOHY IIOSE AP.l!lll.lENT PL<:itiOll 'IHE 'l'llENTY ONE B DASH T.IEtl'lY FIVES 

lf:!ICH \/1:: 'lOOK OVER r'llot! YOU SHOULD LEAVe 'nth; UNITED STA'll".S D\BIN!; 'mE 

COl:lllG WE';K Pi>RIOD 'nfiS DELAY CAUSED 91 ADOITIOIIAL &'lUIPL~N'f t-uT 0!1 

~Otr.l All!I'W<SS S'JCH AS AUro!:A'i'lC PILOt'S i!EII~i'i l FSTALLi'lD PRIOR TO '!HIS 
fvl\lliE K 

l"O!J),:!J,:)!T P.O.'tl\ Al!lC!tAFT ::AlUliE!\ IWIOBR 7U:U. 3E AVAILABLE FOil FE'llm:i::i 
• M ,:. f P,\ ( 1\ I 

ADIJITIOII/J. AIP.PLIIJlES 'TO IIIDIA Oil ITS REmllli FRO!.: i'IRST AFRICA PE'<IOD " . 
'l'O 1.'111/, T r.:X'l'e:llT AJID 'Iii 'lH \'•HA 1' lil<!UIPI.!EIIT IT \'liLt BI~ LOAOI!O ;',IU olt: 
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.1\IRCRAI'T CO!.:JlA PILOTS AND TH~: 'l:n!r; OF '!URN AROUND \\'IIJ, AlJ.. DK'l'Elli.!I NE 

LOAD AND DES'l!tl.~'IION Or' SBCONO TRIP COU!A I F I 'l' IS !JADE PAllA AVG FOR 

THE T!t&: BEIIIO HAS A TOTAL OF T .. O FOUR SlM'Ji Alm>LAJI!o;s AL!&:ADY AT 

KARACHI OR EAST OF KARACHI OR 8N P.OU'IE aY .UR OR Dl SEA PARA I ASSURE 

YOU 'll!AT EVERYTHII:G POSSIBLE IS llEING DONE 'IO l!EET ~UIREI.!EN'I'S OF 

AVG IN C!IINA AJID YOUR FORCE'S IN INDIA 

Air Forces 

,_lin D. 1\oou•alt LiWuT 
IEClASSiflm 
DOD DIR. 6aoo.e <eta?t&l > 

Dat.. f[B 1 ( \972 

11~~ ;9/~ ..... .... _. ..... 
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.... ~----------------------------------------------------------------- ... 

kPRIL 21, 1942 ... 
'10 : 

!JO . 

~i! THE !'RI!1E l.{li!I~Tl:il Fi!01J TEE PiUiSIDlCi'l'. 

REPLYlHG 'iO YOUR t;tr.IBU! 74, Bll.II:.VE I.I SUl TO U.T SIWI.TION 

JELL A LI'i"l'LE ~"FORE cilli NG 'rriJ:. APr!!OACH YOU SUC.CEST. THIS 

BUSINESS UUSl' !lE UTCHED I.ITH THl: CllliA1'E:>'T Cili\E . I \.ILL CABLE 

IOU /.GAlll /JlOUT IT Iil THE NEAR FUTURE. 

, 
ROOSI:.VELT 

Rol enaod at I ~of April 21, 1942 . 

JO~.~;CRi.:~~. 
Captain , !1 . S . !!&Yy, 
!laval Aide to the Proa1dent . 

DIICtASUFl'ID ., ,.~lot of \U o.a. 

: .. " . ;;yt 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 21, 1942 

_1!EMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENI' : 

Here is a draft which is 

a r ather evasive answer but it may 

be all you want to say to the 

rrime Minister at the moment . 

H.L. H. 
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: r:.rL ~, 1. 7'.:. 
TO: LO~:ro:: 

.. 
·~ "'! ' .., •• L - ... - r·~ ~ ..... -,~, ... 1' ' " <"'' . ~"" l'.oL·. l'• y.',__ • ..J,•, ;.,; • J:'~ ... z.r. , .'.k..u .- t.._-v;. ~ llol.l,.. 

iJ1'LYING '.0 l.'OUI\ :-:tr-!ilH~ 70, I :.:.! loJ1,IO;:· D • .. I'l'!-i 'iHJ: AC!U\.l:fuill' 

\;'HICH • ~~ PLCHlU 3,1 •. !:..:~ YC'"J r-::D ::our . ..I l7,3Y J.!'IIH .~ :.::n 

OF O?Ii:IOll JillL!.'riVJ-. TO Tin. rao;O<JU. .. !:lCH Tl-ll'Y c:.JUUED •. ITH THEJ& 

P.trr:· :n -- ZLL Bi T!U '..i:cGE BY ' 'IC!i •:rr. to; t:J-'-~LL \.ILL rJ:; ACCO'!J>Ln:;.;rn. 

t.P..:Y '.ILT. •. ???') Ct: ~ h"Z !:J.T1'T:R •. ITH GF.: ;'l t :T!'HUt!,._U ni;t; VI GOE. 

I ·. OULf UH 1'0 THI:,,c ')\'LR I. BIT 711; 'Ut~'TI0:-1 OF A PUBLIC 

'I ELLIE\!1 TH/,1' J.HY .rut:C'i'Im: BL"'\.l-T.N JAP;.~;;..SE i.!ID GLFJ.!J..NS IS 

G1! C 'til T I Th J, I!Rl..,T !JEJ\L OF l/.)!l<C BUT PJJ.LI:O.!;: TH/.T Tiil IL· ;on 

Ill H:F 'II:'ANTI:.IE M' YOt; \.ILL !i. '•'<- ~El:N W 'rin!: l't':l---SS \.J:. HA !F. 

H/.D i. GO:>D C:V.CK ;,r J J..fhi! ill' tlR ; i:t I J..:,! HO. I N,; ',H,,T \,t C!Jl li.KE 

nr. J','i'Ii.il OCHN. I ·,.ILL II; VE A TJJ.i( \,!Tft fOI.itJD t.EOv"l' T':IS I:: /, 

r.:y Oil T. 0 . 
RCLASstr iD 

117 _!o.O. -.qat By D:J:att Ai-ohl~et of t» u.s. 

kt•·--~~~--~~-------
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Yj·JltS . 

I • .. ;.rrr '1'0 1 ;li.- :.: YOU FO?. YOUh COnDII.L lU:.Ci,P1'ION OF .l,.hSII/J.L 

ROO."'f,Vl.l,T 

--'"elaesad nt /0 2.$ _ A;>r ll 22 , 1!'~2 • 

.._tr.U"\' l . ''or"T:JA , 
raptr in , r .s.'·,, ... ,, 

- -

Pave.l .i.ide •a t~., l rttt.~ ~I'Jr+ . 

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library 
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·. At>ril 24, 1942. 

OPNAV 
Al'ERICA!J F.;~ASSY WNOON 

PRP.Slllf!NT Tr. FORIIER >'P.VAL P€PSON PF.nSON!tl A!f'l - NO. 140 

! REFER TO Y01!1l SEf'lET )lll!.!"F.R S'EVXNTYSIX AOlJRF.SSK!l '!'0 ~~ AND AJJ PLEASED 

TO SAY 'l'l!J.T \'1ASP IS TO PB !'All!: AVAILABLO. !"0" T'!K Sl!CC~"D T!ll:? WITH 

SPITFIP.!:S PCP .1ALTA X !T JS ~,{'Oil 1'0 Kl'O"i '!'PAT ~ A'!l!A!IIl1':1!3)1TS roR 

!>FJ'.:.I!IG WJTll EIIE"Y '11-!AVY S'I!!>S I" 'I'Uf. »ORTR ATLANTIC ARE SltTISPACTORY X 

YOTlR SP.I''!ET lltll'P'm SBII'Sl'TYSEVR1' TO I"P. :liVFS US CLF.AR IDSA OF PLAI!!IE!l 

!:cwr.•fEJlTS PI H!DIAN OC EA!: t: 1'1) WITP llESPJ';rT TO CONY<:''!' PROM EASTWARO 

I!JTO MALTA X TTilE JS nRFINITl>J,Y RTTIINJNO IN Olffi FAVOR J11ST NC'II X BEST 

OF LliCK 

Roloasorl at 1900 , Arri l 24, 1942. 

?,(!. ~ 
W. \ , !.:OTT, 

Lieutenant , US!ffi , 
Whi to llousB Watoh Offioor . 

·' 

ROOSP.VELT 
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• 
- April 24, 1942. 

PRESID~T TO FORMER NAVAL PERSOII PERSONAL AND ~ER _ 1_40 __ 

I REFER TO YOUR SroRET NUMBER SEVENTYSIX ADDRESSED TO ME AND Ali PLEASED TO SAY 

THAT WASP I S TO BE MADE AVAILABLE FOR THE S&:OliD TRIP WITH SPITFIRES FOR MALTA X 

IT I S GOOD TO KNOW THAT THE ARRANGEMENTS FOR DEALING. WITH nmiY HEAVY SHIPS IN THE 

NORTH ATLANTIC ARE SATISFACTORY X YOUR SECRET NUMBER SEVENTYSEVE21 TO ME GIVES US 

CLEAR I DEA OF PLANNED MOv:Elm!TS IN INDIAN OCEAN AND WITH RESP&:T TO CONVOY FROil 

EASTWARD INTO MALTA. /7':., '­
' ~~;h ~·~?UV 

D!CLASSH'I~ ., , 
. 1 t of the U.o. 

BY Depnty Aroh~v • .\r 

~:t~~ft::;S; : 
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1. 1 T: .E roo1.l1: . 1.Vi-J.. f l:RlON: 

I :'1..!-.,L!U. I !: T .. U.~ I f'AV:e. b.J ,,J'l'H POU:.:. • .i:L, kG:.Iil \.I 'i'n LIT'!U 

01; 'i'ril O'Ti-irR nAl:D '..OU'Lt- IT :.OT ilL ll:.1"l:R FO,I US '.1) Wu-:r: IlL OUR pu,;;s 

I!: T!-:I. I..! i:XI!.'u FUTURE o;·i 1lil:. Bi.~IS O?'•~"~I;JUJ:;: Cl:.? I~' .!..Y iJ::' . 
1Ti.T TU: tiD:T C01'1VOY \.ILL DVL. Thi\OUGH EI.SI:ir.R T!!AI, i.e EXl'l::CT JJ:D TliAT 

T!i[ DIF'?ICULTILS i.FIC!i '..E z:o· .. FOR!tll .!J..Y .lOT ilL I.:sw.:.;ou;:rt;BLl:. .. ;;r, 

')r' 1·:-z r;ll:.lli/.U co· VOYS ro 'I'HJ.T Tlii 1'-TUFF J;rr,, Bf.CKl::D UP I:: ICKLIJ,J) 

DIFF'ICUL'I'Il:.S Ai:li URGI ,:C THLI!l COOPil!I.TI '):l I ,, BRI::r.I :.c Till GO . .VOYS 1:: 

l'l '" c,. Bi' COINOITD. 

I CA. ,.;:;.. ',.!IJ. ;;,;;<, SO.:t l!.!lliiA'i~:. t.illUSi' 2.:~. S Kl 'i'FIS h!Jl 

:-I'!I .. :UI .\i •. !Hi nus:;r;, ,.,t:QIJ'i Ttl ldOUI7l OF OUh SUPi LU., I .o VIL. 0!' 'i'HJ:. 

I'<?e.\'DI u /.St/,Ui:. o:: 1 .l:.L'l 1.RU:SS. I'T S!J i~ '10 :T 'fl'A7 A1~f o.ORD FJ.r.C::I :c; 
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April 28, 1942 . 
FOR Tli:-.. FOR:JER NAVAL PERSO;; : 

NO : 1/.fi! 

IN REGARD TO IRONCLAD I A!J SAYING IN MY SPEECH TONIGHT 

AS FOLLOWS : 

PLAIN ENGLISH QUOTE RECENTLY WE HAVE RECEIVED NEWS OF 

A CHANGE IN GOVERllJ.IEIIT IN WHb.T \';E USED TO KNOW AS THE REPUBLIC 

OF FRANCE -- A NAME DEAR TO THE HEARTS OF ALL LOVERS OF LIBERTY -­

A NAME AliD All INSTITUTI ON WHICH WE HOPE WILL SOON BE RESTORED TO 

FULL DIGNITY . PARAGRAPH THROUGHOUT THE NAZI OCCUPATI ON OF FRANCE, 

WE HAVE HOPED FOR THE MA I KTENANCE OF A FRENCH GOVERNMENT WHICH 

I'IOULD STRIVE TO REGAIN INDEPENDENCE, TO REESTABLISH THE PRINCIPLES 

OF 'LIBERTY, EQUALi TY AND FRATERNI TY• , AND TO RESTORE THE HISTORIC 

CULTURE OF FRANCE. OUR POLICY HAS BEEII CONSI STENT FROM TilE VERY 

BEGINNI NG. HOWEVER, WE ARE NOIV CONCERNED LEST THOSE WHO HAVE 

RECENTLY CO:>IE TO POWER MAY SEEK TO FORCE THE BRAVE FRENCH PEOPLE 

TO SUEMISSION TO IIAZI DESPOTIS:.I. PARAGRAPH THE UNITED NATIONS \'fiLL 

TAKE YEJ.SURES, IF NI:;CESSARY , TO PREVENT THE USE OF FRENCH TER.iiiTORY 

IN ANY PART OF THE WORLD FOR MILITARY PURPOSES BY THE AXIS POWERS. 

THE GOOD PEOPLE OF FRANCE \'/I LL READILY UNDERSTAND THAT SUCH ACTION 

IS ESSENTIAL FOR THE UNITED NAT I ONS TO PREVENT ASSISTANCE TO THE 

ARMIES OR NAVIES OR AI R FORCES OF GERMANY, ITALY AND JAPAN . THE 

OVERWHELMING MAJORITY OF THE FRENCH PEOPLE UNDERSTAND THAT THE 

FIGHT OF THE UNITED NATI ONS IS FUNDAMENTALLY THEIR FIGHT, THAT OUR 

VICTORY MEANS THE REbTORATION OF A FREE AND I NDEPENDENT FRANCE -­

Al\'0 THE SAVIl\0 OF FRANCE FROM THE SLAVERY WHICH WOULD BE IMPOSED 

UPON HER BY HER EXTERNAL E-NEMIES AND HJ:;R INTERNAL TRAITORS . 

0876 
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PARAGRAPH WE KNOW HOW THE FREtlCH PEOPLE REALLY FEEL . \'IE KNOW 

THAT A DEEP-SEATED DE~IINATION TO OBSTRUCT EVERY STEP I N THE 

AXIS PLAN EXTENDS FROM OCCUPIED FRANCE THROUGH VICHY FRANCE TO 

THE PEOPLE OF THEIR COLONIES IN , EVERY OCEAN AND ON EVERY CONTINENT. 

OUR PLANES ARE HELPING IN THE DEFENSE OF FRENCH COLONIES 

TODAY, AND SOON AA~RICAN FLYING FORTRESSES WILL BE FIGHTI NG FOR 

THE LIBERATION OF THE DARKENED CONTINENT OF EUROPE. UNQUOTE 

~SUME CODE 

I FULLY APPROVE YOUR THIRD AlfD FOURTH SUGGESTIO)';$ AND 

WILL GET THIS TO THE FRENCH ~SSADOR ON THE MORNI NG OF ZERO DAY 

AND IHLL ADD THAT IF FOR THE DEFEhT OF THE AXIS POWERS I T IS 

DESIRABLE THAT AMERICAN TROOPS OR SHIPS USE IRONCLAD IN THE 

COMMON CAUSE OF THE CIVILIZED PEOPLES, WE SHALL NOT HESITATE 

TO DO SO AT ANY TIME. 

ROOSEVELT 

.· 
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TO : LO::OO!( 

l :o • .J.!i.3._ 

' 

••• F'CR 'd!J: l'O?.:ml i:I.Vl·L Pl"P.~Oi: t'l\0.\ THL i'RlSI Di:1:'1'. 

I N t::GL.J!D lli:.CAUSE I P.hl.I:·:Vr 11" OlJLII _J1",VE I :POSSI"..LE At:O .V!..F.Y 

OUR l'ROB!Jl~ I S 1'0 :lOVE 10? ~EIP~ l:O\·. LOt.DED OP. B:!:.HIG LOhlJJ::Jl 

• IN TilE u;;ITED KHICIXJ:! A}llJ 1iili: u: U1.D St .. n;:, i'i:I Or. TO JUNE r'IHS1'. 

I liJr E YOU i.ILL hGP.il 10 THE ?l.OPOSJ.L :<Ii\G I S :J'~<Il:G Br C,\~:o& I 

THil!K Ol! lli..LMICE 'iHt."i' 'l!!IS IS TI:E !.!OST D!l'O!l'I',Jii' Th'Il:C · . .L C.JJ USE 

\ E \.OULD ~.J.TCI: O'JP. LOI CI !:GS F'rlO...l 1-LR!: 01.>"1' SO i'Hh~ ':'HE ,GRUJl UPO!l 

!;•.r.ml.ll LEAVI t:G I CEL;liD AFTIJ\ JUIQ: Hr~T •. OULn r:J.L l.TIHIN THE 

POSSIBILr r:rt.S OF OU~ CO:rvo:r ~YSTUJ. I ,:r:o;, THAT T:US IS A 

lliFi'ICUL'i' ENf'!:.."..PRI SE cl1J· I TEII:I< rr IS SO I:J?:l?.TI.N'I' O:·fJ.o.T I HOPE 

YOU IILL EXNJI;iE KUlG' S l'f.OiOSI .L \.ITfl POUND CAHi:.FIJLLY. 

. . !?~ 
DECLASSIFIED 

By U). -~nAt 
B:r Depu\1 A~o;.\yiot or the o.s. 

Date OCT Z 1971 
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FROM: OPNAV 
TO 1 AMERICA!l Ei.iBASSY , LONDOll 

FRO .. I TiW. PRESIDEliT TO THE FOl1M'::R NAVAL Pi:l!SO!I Pr:R::O;M!. ;.~lD ~ 

I hnvo had no official inform~tion conc~rning Giraud • ~ ~tllog~ 

esc•ro· ~ only inforoation has coMe fr~ thg ~ress . 

It ee~ms !)robable t<l me tlvlt tho r'>(luest mr.de U?O!l you by :~r . 

Curtin for two divisions and for ~dditionnl carin~ n~sistance ~as cade 

U?Qn his own reS?QnSibility although probably based U?Qn conversation• 

with GeMr'll liacArthur. The directive under which General Uacflrthur 

holdo his command providee that t.he United States Chiefs of Staff v:ill 

c-:~nstitute the executive ee~ncy throuo;h whi<>h orders nra t o be nn•ood 

to h1.Jn , and we had assumed that any reque•t or his f or r einforcement would 

be directed here . However, the comm~nd set-up in Australic i• complex and 

understandings in certain details are reached only as they arise , nnd it is 

thenfore !>OSsible tb:lt both l.lr . Curtin and General !.lacArthur felt 1t. propor 

to make reQuest for British ussistnnce directly upon t~~ British Govorncont. 

We hav~ 9r~viously reolied to e message froa General ~cArthur 

inforcdf\3 him that additi onal airplane carri~rs are not n<r. eveileble 

for llftsi~ment to the Sout!mest Pncifie. Only todn;r we received nnot.her 

r equest for a nur.~ber of ships desired for eonstwise and local transoortntion 

in Australia, but. we had no knowledge of &ny snecial need for additional 

t r ans-Pacific sbio~ing, nor for tho two British divi sions nor. at sen. I 

11.greo with y?U these ~houl<i ~o to India and I hooe U,. . Curtin ' o r•ouent i• 
• DECLASSIFIED 

By Deputy r chivlet or the o.s. 
-l- Byr~~~~~'------
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not a mer"' oreliminar:v to en insistence uoon the return boac or the 9th 

Austrtiien Division . As you kno" , in acce-:>tinl.l , so:>~ tim., a~o, yot1r 

sugJestion that roe send an ~dditi~nAl di,~•ion to the ~ustrali~ns , r.e did 

so in tha hope that t hey would t hen f eel able to leav"' one o~ thoir own in 

the Middle r~st . 

r.c ... ill instroct o.,n.,ral. .AacArthur, im>o<li.e.tel.y , that his future 

requests f or r e inforcements , oxcent for routine sup~ly ~bich should follow 

accustomed channcels , will be processed to tho United States Cbiofs of Staff . 

V.ner~ rour forces are concerned , r~e nill th.,n cor.u:runicnte ,.;i th the Brit. ish 

Chiefs of Staff. lhth this arrangeoent definitely prescribed and understooe, • 

• you will knOI'f that 3ny r eruest r'l.<chin,~ you !'ro::> !.!r" Curtin is rt.ad"' upon his 

cr.m r esponsibility. If you think i t advisobl., I l'lill ex,resr. t he hope to 

Mr. Curtir1 that he will not nsk t he r e t urn of any of hi s troops from the 

Near East. 

This des~tch is in reference t o your ~o . S2. 

- 2 -
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