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XXXC  NUMBER 13  MARCH 4, 1942
FROM FORMER NAVAL PERSON TO THE PRESIDENT NUMBER

THIRTY FOUR PARA WE ASE EARNESTLY CONSIDERING WHETHER A
DECLARATION OF DOMINION STATUS AFTER THE WAR CARRYING
WITH IT IF DESIRED THE RIGHT TO SECEDE SHOULD BE MADE
AT THIS CRITICAL JUNCTURE PD WE MUST MNOT ON ANY ACCOUNT
BREAK W ITH THE MOSLEMS WHO REPRESENT A HUNDRED MILLION
PEOPLE AND THE MAIN ARMY ELEMENTS ON WHICH WE MUST RELY
FOR THE IMMEDIATE FIGHTING PD WE HAVE ALSO TO CONSIDER
OUR DUTY TOWARDS THIRTY TO FORTY MILLION UNTOUCHABLES
AND OUR TREATIZS WITH THE PRINCES STATES OF INDIA CVA

PERHAPS EIGHTY MILLIONS PD NATURALLY WE DO NOT WANT TO
THROW INDIA INTO CHAOS ON THE EVE OF INVASION PARA TWO
PD MEANWHILE | SEND YOU IN MY IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING TELE-

GRAM TWO REPRESENTATIVE MESSAGES | HAVE RECEIVED AND A

SUMMARY OF A MEMORANLUM BY THE MILITARY SECRETAHY CMA

INDIA OFFICE PARA THREE PD | WILL KEEP YOU INFORMED
PRIME

e REGRADED
UNCLASSFieD
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ael 1 CABLEGRAM ac—4
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NET eceived at the War Department lessage Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.
FM 4y 1942
: 10!&1_&__&{
From__ LOKDON
5 )
ToEOR0 v Dritish
= e : : . TS
Copies furnitked as noted: fs oy ] fr g vate Moy e 1,;.1?
- s et P
#3% NO. S MAKCH 4 Mo

FHOM FORMER NAVAL PEHSON TO THE PRESIDENT NUMBER THIRTY FIVE
PAKT ON | pifA FOLLOWING IS PARAPHRASE OF MESSAGES AND THE SUMIARY RE-
FERHED TO IN MY TELEGRAM NUMBER THIRTY FOUR CLN MESSAGE FROM

VR JINNAH PAREN PRESIDENT OF THE MOSLEM LEAGUE AND THE AGCEPTED
HEAD OF THE MOST POWERFUL MOSLEM ORGANIZATION IN INDIA PAHEN
BEGINS CLN THE SAPRU CONFERENCE OF A FEW INDIVIDUALS WITH NO
FOLLOWING AND ACTING AS EXPLORING AND PATROL AGENTS FOR THE
CONGRESS HAVE FUT FOHWARD PLAUSIBLE SUBTLE AND CONSEQUENTLY MORE
TREACHEROUS PROPOSALS PD IF THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT IS STAMPEDED
INTO THE TRAP LATD FOR THEM,MOSLEM INDIA WOULD BE SACRIFICED
WITH MOST DISASTROUS CONSEQUENCES CMA ESPECIALLY IN REGARD TO
THE WAR EFFORT PD THE SAPRU PROPOSALS VIRTUALLY TRANSFER ALL
POWER IMMEDIATELY TO A HINDU ALL DASH INDIAN GOVERNMENT CMA

| THUS PRACTICALLY DECIDING Al ONCE FAR REACHING CONSTITUTIONAL
ISSUES IN BREACH OF THE PLEDGES GIVEN TO THE MOSLEMS AND OTHER
MINORITIES IN THE BRITISH GOVERNMENTS DECLARATION OF AUGUST

EIGHTH NINETEEN FORTY CMA WHICH PROMISED NO CONSTITUTIONAL

CHANGE CMA INTERIM OH FINAL COMMA WITHOUT MOSLEM AGREEMENT
CMA AND THAT MOSLEMS WOULD NOT BE COERCED TO SUBMIT TO AN

UNACCEPTABLE SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT PD THE SAPRU PROPOSALS WOQULD

Action Copy’ 1l

RlpifsRw-FATD <ANI|
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

men B

M.

From

To

d Copies furnished a5 moled: KS.
PAGE 2 NO. 98 from LONDON

SINGLE NATIONAL UNIT THEREBY TORPEDOING THE MOSLEM CLAIM FOR
FAKISTAN WHICH IS THEIH ARTICLE OF FAITH PD MOSLEMS ENTERTAIN
GRAVE APPREHENSIONS AND THE SITUATION IS TENSE PD THEY CALL
UPCN THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT IN THE EVENT OF ANY MAJOR CONSTI=
TUTIONAL MOVE BEING INTENDED TO DECLARE THEIR ACCEPTANCE OF
THE PAKISTAN SCHEME CMA IF HIS MAJESTYS GOVERNMENT WISH TO
HAVE FREE AND EQUAL PARTNEHSHIP OF MOSLEMS ENDS NOTE PD PAREN
THE PAKISTAN SCHEME CONTEMPLATES THE CREATION OF SEPARATE
MOSLEM STATES IN THE MOSLEM MAJORITY AREAS INDEPENDENT OF EHE
REST OF INDIA CMA EXCEPT S0 FAR AS THEY ACCEPT JOINT CONTROL
NEGOTIATING AS SEPARATE POLITICAL ENTITIES.

I PRIME k

'"GRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Britieh
“3Vi., Sinte Dept. tel., 3-28-73
uy L. H, Parke mtﬁmn\f 5 1972

Action Copy

.
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S s dis H. _Paclkg

Copies furnished as noled: i 3 NI

g iﬂ"
#37 | NO. 15 MARCH 4, 1942  PART THREE df No. 3

PARA TWO MESSAGE FROM SIR FIROZKHAN NOON PAREN A

MOSLEM MEMBER OF THE VICEROYS EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
FROM THE PUNJAB AND A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE MODERATE
| MOSLEM POINT OF VIEwW PAREN BEGINS PD SAPRU QUOTE

NON PARTY UNQUOTE CONFERENCE IS IN FACT AN ALL
HINDU PARTIES CONFERENCE PD ITS MEMBERS CMA ALTHOUGH
INSPIRED BY PATRIOTIC SENTIMENTS CMA ARE IN FACT
ACTING AS AGENTS OF THE CONGRESS PD THEIR AIM IS

| THAT IF INDIA CANNOT BECOME A DOMINION DURING THE

WAR CMA GOVERNMENT SHOULD CMA UNDER THE EXISTING

i CONSTITUTION CMA PASS INTO INDIAN HANDS PD THUS
HINDU RAJ WOULD BE IMMEDIATELY ESTABLISHED PD
MOSLEMS ARE EXTREMELY APPREHENSIVE THAT HIS MAJESTYS
GOVERNMENT ARE GRADUALLY YIELDING TO VOCIFEROUS
AGITATION AND GIVING WAY CONTRARY TO PLEDGES GIVEN
TO PRINCES CMA MOSLEMS AND OTHER MINORITIES PD
IMMEDIATE INDIANIZATION OF WHOLE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
WOULD DEPRIVE MINORITIES OF ASSISTANCE OF EUROPEAN
ELEMENTS ON WHOM MINORITIES DEPEND FOR ASSISTANCE

Action Copy
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Foom 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D, C,

M.
REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British

Govt., Stats Dept. tel., 3-28-72
7 Ey R. H. Parks Date

NO 15 PAGE #2 MARCH 4, 1942
IN CASES WHERE HINDU MAJORITY COMBINE AGAINST THEM

PD COUNCIL 1S EVEN NOW DVERWEIGHTED AGAINST MOSLEMS
WHO HAVE THREE OUT OF EIGHT INDIAN MEMBERS PD IF HIS
MAJESTYS GOVERNMENT INDIANIZE WHOLE COUNCIL MOSLEMS

| MUST HAVE FIFTY PERCENT SEATS OF WHOLE OF NON DASH
CONGRESS INDIA WILL CMA IN THE ABSENCE OF SAFEGUARDS
WHICH HAVE PROVED USELESS IN PROVINCES CMA FROM SHEER
DESPERATION CREATE SERIOUS SITUATION ADVERSELY AFFECT-
ING WAR EFFORT PD IN ANY DECLARATION CREATING INDIAN
DOMINION MOSLEM DEMANDS FOR PAKISTAN MUST BE SIMUL-
TANEOUSLY CONCEDED PD IF 1T 18 DECLARED THAT INDIA

WILL BE MADE A DOMINION AFTER THE WAR MOSLEMS EXPECT
SIMULTANEOUS DECLARATION THAT PAKISTAN WILL ALSO BE
GRANTED IF NO HINDU DASH MOSLEM AGREEMENT |5 REACHED

PD OTHERWISE MOSLEM INDIA WILL BE UP IN ARMS AND THE
PROBLEM OF THE NORTH WEST FRONTIER WILL AGAIN ARISE

PD CONGRESS BELIEVE THEY CAN FORCE HIS MAJESTYS GﬂUERﬁ-
MENTS HAND AND THE? HAVE THEREFORE MADE ABSOLUTELY NO

MOVE TO WIN MOSLEM AGREEMENT PD ONLY REASON SO FAR
PREVENTING CONGRESS FROM CREATING DISTURBANCES

PRIME

WARIPONE-FATE AN RICAN BALLS BOOE C8. IRE WRNQASL FELLE W W,
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SIFIED by Briti
Govt., Etate Dept. tel., x-za-gg
To, POTUS m

Farks ﬂltﬂ!&\f 5 1972

— =
ré 54
NO. 15 PART FIVE MARCH 4

IN INDIA IS THAT MOSLEMS ARE AGINST THEM FD IF HIS MAJESTYS
GOVERKNMENT BY HASTY OR ILL CONSIDERED DECISION FUSH MOSLEMS
INTO OPEN OPPOSITION CONGRESS MAY UNITE WITH THEM AND CHEATE
EVEN CREATER DIFFICULTIES PD MOSLEMS FEAR THAT NEW ELEMENTS
IN LONDON CABINET MAY ENFORCE RECONCILIATION ON IRRECONCIABLES
FORGETTING THAT OTHER PARTIES CUP OF PATIENCE IS FULL ALKEADY
PD WAR EFFORT OF INDIAN PRINCES AND MOSLEMS SHOULD NOT BE
IGNORED CMA AND IT SHOULD BE BORNE IN MIND THAT IN SPITE OF
OPPOSITION OF CONGRESS TO RECRUITING SIXTYFIVE PERCENT OF NEN
RECRUITS AHE NON MOSLEMS FD ANY PﬂwwéDTHMEESS AGITATOHRS WILL
ONLY EE MADE AT VERY HEAVY COST PD CONGHESS NOW FEEL THAT
THEIR RELINQUISHMENT OF OFFICE IN PROVINCES WAS MISTAKE PD
THEY DO NOT WISH TO CIVE FRANK UNDERTAKING THAT THEY WILL

ASSIST IN WAR EFFORT IF HESTORED T OFFICE PD THEY WISH TO USE

| SAPRA AND OTHERS TO SECUKE FOR THEM OFFICES AND GOVERNMENTS

WAICH THEY WILL NOT THEMSELVES ASK FOR BECAUSE

PART SIX

THEY DO NOT INTEND TO ACT STRAIGHTFORWAKDLY AND WHOLEHEARTEDLY
PD IF HIS MAJESTYS GOVERNMENT ESTABLISH HINDU RAJ IN THE CENTRAL
GOVERNMENT IN DEFIANCE OF ALL FRIENDLY ELEVENTS THEY WILL BE

LA LR L TE T T LN B
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washingten, D. C.

= Ly

T REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Bri tifh
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-28-72

S T | (M
PAGE 2 NO. 15 PART SIX MARCH 4
PLAYING WITH FIKE PD I CONSIDER IT MY DUTY TO DRAW HIS MAJESTYS
GOVERNMENTS ATTENTION TO THE GREAT DANGER WHICH WILL FACE INDIA
IF THEY YIELD TO BROWBEATING BY ANTI BRITISH ELEMENTS IN INDIA
AND AGAINST THEIR FORMER PLEDGES PD IT WILL BE A BETRAYAL OF
TRUST WHICH GREAT ERITAIN CLAIMS SHE HAS ALWAYS HELD ON
BEHALF OF ALL THE PEOPLES OF INDIA AND NOT ON BEHALF OF CONGRESS
ONLY FD I HOPE HIS MAJESTYS GOVERNMENT WILL STAND FIRMLY BY
THEIR DUTY TO PROTECT EEST INTERESTS OF INDIAN PEOPLES AS A
WHOLE CMA IRRESPECTIVE OF PRESSURE FROM OUTSIDE QUARTERS WHICH
| REGARD BRITISH COMMONWEALTH FROM DIFFERENT ANGLE PD ENDS PD
| PARA THREE SUMVARY OF MENORANDUM BY MILITARY ADVISER PI QUOTE
| PROBABLE EFFECT OF CHANGES IN TNDIAS CONSTITUTION OF INDIAN
PERSONNEL OF ARMY UNQUOTE CLN SUBPARA ONE
| PART SEVEN

—
IS ASSUMED THAT BOT! CONGRESS AND MUSLEM LEAGUE ARE REASONABLY
SATISFIED BY PROPOSED DECLAKATION OF POLICY AND THAT NEITHER
WILL ATTEMPT 70 STIR UP AGITATION AMONG MASSES PD NEVERTHELESS
SUCH A DECLAXATION WILL REACT ON SOLDIERS BOTH IN INDIA AND
OVEHSEAS PD SUBPARA TWO CLASSES FROM WHICH INDIAN AHKY IS DRAWN
CANNOT HE GEOGRAPHICALLY DIVIDED BY PROVINCES PD ALTHOUGH BULK

SR rERE A nﬁm-nu [
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washingten, D. C.

e TG

o RTGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Britiih
a fovt—State Dept. tel., 3.29-

Copies furmished ar moded:

Action Copy

PAGE 3 NO. 15 PART SEVEN MARCH 4

OF MOHAMEDANS COME FROM THE NORTH WEST FRONTIER FROVINCE AND
THE FUNJAB CMA RAJPUTANA CMA CEWTRAL INDIA CMA UNITED PROVINCES
CMA BIHAR AND MADHAS AEL CONTHIBUTE PD LAHGE NUMBEHS OF MARTIAL
CLASS HINDUS PAHEN DOGHAS CMA JATS CMA ETC PAREN AS WELL AS

STKHS CMA COME FROM PUNJAB PD GUHKHAS FROM NEPAL CMA WHICH IS

| FOREIGN TERRITORY (MA AHE A LARGE AND SEPARATE ELEMENT FD

PARTICULAR REACTIONS OF ANY ONE CLASS CANNOT HE CAUGED TILL
GENEHAL HECEFTION OF DECLARATION IS KNOWN BUT IMMEDIATE GENERAL

EFFECT ON ARMY CAN BE FORECAST PD SUBPARA THREE INDIAN SOLDIERS
ARE VOLUNTARY MERCENARIES FD

E—

LT PSR LD AR RELLE BESE 8. P8 SiGEEEL FRLLE @ ¥,
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Received at the War Department Message Center
FLD 4/513P Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

MARCH 4 1942
PART EIGHT OF NO. FIPTEEN FROM LONDON

From.__ LONDON w —

To  POTUS ’f‘? ~

;:n'_u moded: .II Hﬂ. 15 March L

THEY FIGHT FOR THEIR PAY AND TO SUPPORT THEIR FAMILIES CMA
ALSO IN HOPE OF REWARDS OF GRATUITIES CMA PENSIONS AND PO38
IBLY GRANTS OF LAND CMA BUT ABOVE ALL CMA BEING DRAWN FROM
CLASSES WITH LONG MARTIAL TRADITIONS CMA THEY TAKE PRIDE IN
THEIR PROFESSION CMA IN WHICH A LEADING ELEMENT IS PERSONA
L LOYALTY TO THEIR BRITISH OFFICERS AND GENERALS LOYALTY TO
THE BRI _IISE RAJ PD ANY INDICATION OF A FUNDAMENTAL CHANGE
IN THE CONDITIONS OR THE AUTHORITY UNDER WHICK THEY HAVE AC
CEPTED SERVICE CMA WHETHER AS AFFECTING THEIR MATERIAL PROS
PECTS OR THEIR CREED AS SOLDIERS OF TEE BRITISH CROWN CMA
CANNOT FAIL TO HAVE AT ONCE AN UNSETTLING EFFECT PD SUBPARA
FOUR FROM EQQPERIENCE IN TROUBLES IF NINETEEN THIRTYONE C
MA AND CONGRESS PROVINCIAL RULE SINCE NINETEEN THIRTY
SEVEN CMA MANY INDIAN SOLDIERS BELIEVE CONGRESS IS INIMICAL
TO MARTIAL CLASSES PD THERE IS THEREFORE EVERY REASON TO S
UPPOSE THAT THE GENERAL REACTION OF THE INDIAN SOLDIER CMA
WHETHER MOSLEM

| ——

RRLRATID USCLATLIF 7 Exdtiut

|i : favs,, State Dept. te. ., 3=20-72

. . l, Farks Da o] Fa
TRY | W il

on Copy I
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D, C.

PART NINE OF NO. FIFTEEN FROM LONDON —_— M,

From g

Te

{DERSTAND THE IMPLICATIONS AS THEY AFFECT HIMSELF C
§ QUOTE CONTRACTING OUT UNQUOTE PROPOSAL CLN BUT WK
EN HE DOBS IT WILL HAVE AN EQUALLY DISTURBING EFFECT ACCORD
ING TO THE AREA FROM WHICH HE COMES PD SUBPARA FIVE MUCE 0
F THE raf ING DOES NOT APPLY TO GURKHAS WHOSE FAMILIES AR
E IN NEPAL AND WHO RETURN THERE ON COMPLETING SERVICE PD BU
T THEY A£50 ARE PROFESSIONAL SOLDIERS INSPIRED BY AS COMPLE
TE Lﬂ!ﬁl#T‘TD THE BRITISH RAJ DURING THEIR SERVICE AS TO TH
EIR JAH PD THEIR PROFESSIONAL ALLEGIANCE IS TO THE BR
ITISE CROWN NOT TO ANY INDIAN GOVERNMENT PD ANY IDEA CMA HO
WEVER ILL FOUNDED CMA THAT THEIR ALLEGIANCE IS TO BE TRANSF
ERRED WILL INEVITABLY UPSET THEIR

i .u"‘MJ!.'D UIEHHIFIH 7 Britice

R. li. Farke nnt.

‘ . .c':.. Etutio Dept. tel., 3-20-T.

5 1972
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

PART NO, TEN OF NO. FIFTEEN FROM LONDON

To

isked ay noled:

SOMEWHAT
ENT MADE

CHILDISH MENTALITY PD SUBPARA SIQQ ANY PRONOUNCEM
WILL REACH THE INDIAN SOLDIER ACCOMPANIED AND FOLL

OWED BY A HOST OF RUMORS AND EQQAGGERATIONS PD THESE WILL A
UGMENRT HIS NATURAL APPREHENSIONS AND CMA IN THE CASE OF THE

BQI.-'DIER]'GVEHSEAS AT LEAST CMA IT IS DIFFICULT TO SEE HOW T

HE EFFECY ON HIS MORALE CAN BE ANYTHING BUT ADVERSE PD IN I
NDIA ITSELF IT.SEEMS CERTAIN THAT ANNOUECEMENT WILL LEAD TO
Gnnmiﬁmcnmsm POLITICAL ACTIVITY AND MANEUVERING TO OB
TAIN ADEQUATE REPRESENTATION XT THE POST WAR ELECTIONS PD T
HIS MUST [REACT UPON THE SOLDIER PD IT MAY WELL RESULT IN A
RELUCTANGE TO ENLIST OR CMA AT LEAST CMA IN A RELUCTANCE T0
SERVE OVERSEAS PD SUBPARA SEVEN IT IS RECOGNISED THAT CON
s-rxmrmi:u. PROPOSALS IN DECLARATION ARE NOT TO BEGIN TO BE

PUT INT .. OPERATION UNTIL AFTER WAR CMA AND THAT FURFOBE OF

DECLARATION IS TO INDUCE 3PIRIT OF COOPERATIOR WHICH WILL
ENSURE lQQIHDH WAR EFFORT BY INDIA PD IT IS NOT FOR ME TO
SAY [ER THE SUPPORT OF

o |

on Copy

. 7 B ., Tarks +Dats
| _ MAY

SEGRAVED UNCLASSIFIED "7 Britic'
-ovi., Eiato Dept. tal., 3-20-T.
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

PART ELEVEN OF NO. 15 FROM LONDON

From ,

To

M.

ished a3 moled: ‘

THOSE NQW HANGING BACK IS LIKELY TO BE FORTHCOMING CMA OR
WOULD SUBSTANTIALLY TO INDIAS WAR EFFORT IF IT WERE CMA

BUT I F*EL IT MY DUTY TO EQQPRESS THE CONVICTION THAT THE

EFFECT OF THE DECLARATION S0 FAR AS THE INDIAN ARMY IS CON
CERNED HWLL BE TO CREATE GRAVE APPREMENSIONS IN THE MINDS O

F INDIAN| SOLDIERS AND THEREBY PAREN A PREN TO IRDUCE HESITA
TION TO } ST AND RELUCTANCE TO LEAVE INDIA FOR SERVICE OV
ERSEA3 PAREN B PAREN TO AFFECT ADVERSELY THE MORALE AND

|

FPIGHTING EFFICIENCY OF INDIAN TROOP3 ALREADY OVERSEA3
|
|

| PRIME

| REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
l Govt.. State Dept. tel., 3-29-73
' By R. H. Parke Date
MAY 57
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The Former Naval Person
The Presidant

35, 4 March 1942 10147 a.m.

Following is paraphrase of messages and the summary referred to in
slegram Number 34:

"jessage from Mr. Jinnsh (President of the Moslem League
and the accepted head of the most powerful Moslem orgenization
in Indis.) :

"The Sapru conference of a few indiwviduals with no following
and acting as exploring and patrol agents for the Congress have
put forward plausible subtle and consequently more treacherous
proposals. If the British Government is stampeded into the trap
laid for them, Moslem India would be sacrificed with most dis-
astrous consequences, especially in regard to the war effort.
The Sapru proposals virtually treansfer all power immediately to
a Hindu All-Indian Government, thus practically deciding at once
far reaching constitutional issues in breach of the pledges
glven to the Moslems and other minorities in the British Govern-
mente declaration of August 8, 1940, which promised no constitu=
tional change, interim or final, without Moslem agreement, and
that Moslems would not be coerced to submit to an unacceptable
eystem of government. The Sapru proposals would introduce
msjor changes on the basis of India becoming a single national
unit thereby torpedolng the Moslem claim for Pakistan which is
thelr article of faith. Moslems entertain grave apprehensions
and the sitution is tense. They call upon the British Govern-
ment in the event of any major constituticnal move being intended
to declare their acceptence of the Pakisten scheme, if his
Mz jesty's Government wish to have free snd equal partnership of
Moslems."

(The Pakistan scheme contemplates the creation of separate
Moslem states in the Moslem majority areas independent of the
rest of Indla, except so far as they accept Joint contrel nego-
tiating as separate political entities.)

Message from Sir Firogzkhan Noon (A Moslem member of the Viceroy's
utive Council from the Punjab and a representative of the moderate
lem point of view):

"Sapru 'Non-party' conference is in fact an all-Hindu parties!'
conference. Its members, although inspired by patriotic sentiments,
are in fact acting as agents of the Congress. Their aim is that if '
India cannot become a Dominion during the war, government should,
under the existing constitution, pass into Indian hands. Thus

)
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A '

Hindu Raj would be immediately established. WMoslems are extremely
epprehensive that his Majesty's Government are gradually yielding
to vociferous agitation and giving way contrary to pledges given
to Princes, Moslems and other minorities. Immedizte Indianization
of whole Executive Council would deprive minorities of assistance
of Eurcpean elements on whom minorities depemd for assistance in
cases where Hindu majority combine against them. Council is even
now overweighted against Moslems who have three out of eight

Indian members. If his Majesty's Government Indianize whole
Council, Moslems must have fifty percent seats of whole of non-
Congress. India will, in the absence of safeguards which have
proved useless in provinces, from sheer desperation create serious
situation adversely affecting war effort. In any declaration
creating Indian Dominion, Moslem demands for Pakistan must be siml-
taneously conceded. If it is declared th:at Indla will be made &
Dominion after the war Moslems expect simmltaneous declaration
thet Pakisten will also be granted if no Hindu—Moslem agreement is
reached. Otherwise Moslem India will be up in arms and the problem
of the northwest frontier will again arise. Congress believe they
can force his Majesty's governments hand and they have therefore
made absolutely no move to win Moslem agreement. Only reason so
far preventing Congress from creating disturbances in India is that
Moslems are against them. If hils Uajesty's Government by hasty

or i1l considered decision push Moslems into open, oppesition
Congress may unite with them and create even gre ter difflculties.
Moslems fear that new elements in London Cabinet may enforce recon-
cilistion om irreconciables forgetting that other parties' cup of
patience 1s full already. War effort of Indian Princes and Moslems
should not be ignored, and it should be borne in mind that in spite
of opposition of Congress to recrulting, sixty-five percent of new
recrults are non-loslems. Any peace with Congreses agltators will
only be made at very heavy cost. Congress now feel thet their
relinquishment of office in Provinces was mistake. They do not
wish to give grank undertaking that they will assist in war effort
if restored to offlce. They wish to use Sapra and others to secure
for them offices and governments which they will not themselves ask
for because they do not intend to act straightforwardly and whole-

heartedly.

"If his Majesty's Government establish Hindu Raj in the central
Government in defiznce of all friendly elements they will be playing
with fire. I consider it my duty to draw his Majesty's Government's
attention to the great danger which will face India if they yield
to browbeating by anti-British elements in India and against their
former pledges. It will be & betrayal of trust which Great Britain
claims she has alweys held on beholf of 21l the peoples of India and
not on behalf of Congress only. I hope his Majesty's Governmment will

0894



stand firmly by thelr duty to protect best interests of Indian
peoples as & whole, irrespective of pressure from outside quarters
which regard British Commonwealth from different angle.”

Summary of Memorandum by military adviser:

"Probable effect of changes in Indis's constitution of Indian
personnel of Army:

"l., It is assumed that both Congress and Moslem League are
reasonably satisfied by proposed declaration of policy and that
nelther will attempt to stir up agitation among masses. Never-
theless, such a declaration will react on soldiers both in India
and overseas.

"2, Two classes from which Indian army is drawn cannot be
geographically divided by provinces. Although bulk of Mchamedans
come from the northwest frontier province and the Punjab, Rajputana,
Central India, United Provinces, Blhar and Madras Ael contribute.
Large nuubers of martial class Hindus (Dogras, Jats, etc) as well as
Sikhs, come from Punjab. Gurkhas from Nepal, which ie foreign ter—
ritory, are a large and separate element. Particular reactions of
any one class cannot be gauged till general reception of declaration
is lmown but immediate general effect on Army be forecast.

"3. Indian soldiers are voluntary mercenaries. They fight for
thelr pay and to support thelr families, also in hope of rewards of
gratuities, pensions and possibly grants of land, but above all,
being drawn from classes with long martial traditions, they take
pride in their profession, in which a leading element is personal
loyalty to their British officers and generals, loyalty to the
British Raj. Any indication of a fundamental change in the con-
ditions or the authority under which they have accepted service,
whether as affecting their material prospects or their creed as
soldiers of the British crown, cannot fail to have at once an un-
settling effect.

", From experience in troubles in 1931, and under Congress
provinelal rule since 1937, many Indian soldlers belleve Congress
is inimical to martiul classes. There is therefore svery reason to
suppose thut the general reaction of the Indian soldier, whether
Moslem or Hindu, to & pronouncement that the Government of India
was to be placed in the hands of Indians—which he would naturally
assume to be the hands of the majority commmity—would be one of
great apprehension as to his omn future and, more, thst of his
family. He will not at once understand the implications as they
affect himself, of the "contracting out"™ proposal; but when he
does it will have an equally disturbing effect according to the
area from which he comes.

-j.--
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"5, Much of the foregoing does not apply to Gurkhas whose
families are in Nepal and who return there on completing service.
But they also are professional soldiers inspired by as complete
loyzlty to the British Raj during their service as to their Maharajah.
Thelr professional alleglance 1s to the British crown, not to any
Indian Government. Any idea, however i1l founded, that their alleg-
iance is to be transferred will inevitably upset thelr somewhat child-
ish mentality.

"5. Any pronouncement made will reach the Indlan soldier
accompanied and followed by & host of rumors and exaggerations.
These will sugment his naturasl apprehensions and, in the case of the
soldier overseas at least, it is difficult to see how the effect
on his morale can be anything but adverse. In India itself it seems
certain that announcement will lead to greatly increased political
activity and maneuvering to obtain adequate representation at the
post-war electiocns. This must react upon the soldier. It may
well result in a reluctance to enlist or, at least, in a reluctance
to serve overseas.

"7, It is recognized that constitutional proposals in declar-
ation are not to begin to be put into operation until after war,
and that purpose of declaration is to induce spirit of cooperation
which will ensure maximum war effort by India. It is not for me to
say whether the support of those now hanging back is likely to be
fortheoming, or would add substantially to India's war effort if it
were, but I feel it my duty to express the conviction that the effect
of the declaration so far as the Indian Army is concerned will be
to ereate grave apprehensions in the minds of Indian soldiers and
thereby (a) to induce hesitstion to enlist and reluctance to leave
India for service overseas and (b) to affect adversely the morale
end fighting efficlency of Indian troops already overseas."
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[T G e -

FROM FORMER NAVAL PERSON TO THE PRESIDENT NUMBER
THIRTY SIX E‘Eﬂ SINCE MY RETURN TO THIS COUNTRY,

| HAVE BEEN GIVING MUCH ATTENTION TO THE SHIPPING
SITUATION CMA WHICH IS LIKELY TO INPOSE SEVERE
LIMITATIONS UPON OUR EFFORTS THROUGHOUT NINETEEN
FORTY TWO PD THERE ARE T’I'I’Q MAIN ASPECTS PD FIRST
DASH MILITARY MOVEMENTS PD YOU KNOW WE ARE MOVING

| VERY LARGE NUMBERS CMA INCLUDING AN AUSTRALIAN
CORPS OF THREE DIVISIONS AND THE SEVENTIETH BRITISH
DIVISION CMA FROM THE MIDDLE EAST ACROSS THE INDIAN
OCEAN PD TO MAKE GOOD THE DEPLETION OF THE MIDDLE
EAST AND TO SEND LARGE REINFORCEMENTS BOTH LAND

AND AIR TO INDIA AND CEYLON CMA WE SHOULD LIKE TO

SHIP FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM TWO HUNDRED NINETY
FIVE THOUSAND MEN IN THE MONTHS FEBRUARY, MARCH,
APRIL ,AND MAY PD A CONVOY OF FORTY FIVE THOUSAND
MEN SAILED IN FEBRUARY PD ANOTHER CONVOY OF FIFTY
THOUSAND, INCLUDING THE FIFTH DIVISION AND SEVEN
SQUADRONS OF AIRCRAFT,WILL SAIL IN MARCH PD TWO

|
|
LE PR A —amERren had, Al ELLE BT,
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FURTHER CONVOYS,TOTALLING EIGHTY FIVE THOUSAND MEN,
WILL SAIL IN APRIL AND MAY PD TO ACHIEVE THIS, WE

ARE SCRAPING TOGETHER EVERY TON OF MANLIFT SHIPPING
WE CAN LAY QUR HANDS ON AND ADOPTING EVERY EXPEDIENT
TO HASTEN THE TURN ROUND AND INCREASE THE CARRYING
CAPACITY OF THE SHIPPING PD EVEN SO CMA WE SHALL

FALL SHORT OF OUR AlIM BY ONE HUNDRED FIFTEEN THOUSAND
MEN E&Eﬂ THIS 18 THE SITUATION IN WHICH | TURN TO

YOU FOR HELP PARA | THINK WE MUST AGREE TO RECOGNI ZE
THAT GYMNAST 1S OUT OF THE QUESTION FOR SEVERAL

' MONTHS PD TAKING THIS FACTOR INTO ACCOUNT CAN YOU
LEND US THE SHIPPING TO CONVOY TO.THE INDIAN OCEAN
DURING THE NEXT CRITICAL FOUR MONTHS A FURTHER TWO
COMPLETE DIVISIONS PAREN SAY FORTY THOUSAND MEN PAREN
CMA INCLUDING THE NECESSARY ACCOMPANYING MT GUNS

AND EQUIPMENT PD THIS WOULD MEAN THAT WE WOULD LIKE
THE SHIPPING TO LOAD IN UK DURING APRIL AND THE
FIRST HALF OF MAY PD THE COMBAT LOADING SHIPS NOW
ALLOCATED TO MAGNET MIGHT PROVIDE FOR TEN THOUSAND

OF THIS TOTAL AND THESE AND ANY OTHER SHIPS YOU ARE

RIBIAR AT —ARTRITEE NALEE ROOE (9180 BISAARE FELLE B T,
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NO 14 MARCH 4, 1942 PAGE #3
ABLE TO FIND COULD BRING SUCH A SUBSTANTIAL PROPORTION

OF MAGNET ON THEIR WAY TO THE UK THAT WE COULD DEFER
THE BALANCE OF THAT MOVEMENT PD PARA FURTHER THE CARGO
SHIPPING AT OUR DISPOSAL HAS NOT ONLY TO MAINTAIN THE
FLOW OF ESSENTIAL IMPORTS TO THE UNITED KINGDOM BUT
ALSO TO KEEP UP SUPPLIES TO RUSSIA AND TO MEET INCREAS-
| ING DEMANDS FOR THE SUPPLY AND MAINTENMANCE OF OUR TROOPS
IN THE EAST PD SHIPS ARE HAVING TO BE WITHDRAWN FROM
IMPORTING SERVICE TO CARRY SUPPLIES TO THE EAST, NOT
. ONLY FROM THIS COUNTRY CMA BUT ALSO FROM USA AS MANY
| OF THE AMERICAN SHIPS THAT HAVE BEEN HELPING WITH THE
LATTER TASK ARE BEING DIVERTED TO OTHER URGENT DUTIES
PD THESE DEVELOPMENTS WITH OTHER CONSEQUENCES OF THE
FAR EASTERN WAR ARE HAVING A VERY SERIOUS EFFECT ON
OUR IMPORTING CAPACITY PD DURING THE FIRST FOUR MONTHS
OF THIS YEAR WE EXPECT IMPORTS OF ONLY SEVEN AND A
QUARTER MILLION TONS AND REEENTL? SINKINGS HAVE GREATLY
INCREASED PARA THIS WILL MEAN A SERIOUS RUNNING DOWN
OF STOCKS DURING THE FIRST PART OF THE YEAR CMA WHICH
CANNOT BE CONTINUED AND WHICH MUST BE MADE GOOD BY
A SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT IN THE RATE OF IMPORTATION
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IN THE LATER MONTHS PD WE HAVE MADE A CAREFUL
ANALYSIS OF THE IMPORTS WHICH WE MUST SECURE DUR-
ING NINETEEN FORTY TWO CMA IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN

OUR FULL EFFORT AND TO MAKE SURE THAT OUR STOCKS
SHALL NOT BE RUN DOWN BELOW THE DANGER LINE BY THE
END OF THE YEAR CMA AND ARE SATISFIED THAT IT IS
NOT REASONABLE TO AIM AT ANYTHING LESS THAN TWENTY
SIX MILLION TONS OF NON TANKER IMPORTS PD THIS WILL
CERTAINLY NOT BE REALIZED WITHOUT VERY SUBSTANTIAL
ADDITIONS TO OUR SHIPPING RESOURCES SEMICLN IT
WOULD THEREFORE BE A VERY GREAT HELP TO US IN CON-
NECTION WITH ALL OUR PLANS IF YOU COULD LET ME KNOW
TO WHAT EXTENT WE CAN EXPECT ASSISTANCE FOR OUR
IMPORTS AND FOR CARRIAGE OF OUR EQUIPMENT FROM US
TO THE MIDDLE EAST TO BE MADE AVAILABLE FROM YOUR
SHIP BUILDING PROGRAMME MONTH BY MONTH AS VESSELS
COME INCREASINGLY INTO SERVICE

PRIME

[ ﬂ“ [T
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=DIPLSTC SUWMTART 0F DISPATCIH

POILTI TC CIUSIDCT PO JEPLY

: 199 Will 7.3, cormit 2 divisions to fustrnlis gnd Ilew
Zopland = to permit letter's divislions to reraln lliddle Tast,
(ftoply desends on what Col. Bourne inflorrs Commitiee -as to whethex
these are additional divislons to those clready planned for.)

This Reguest conteinad in Paragraph 5 of C.C.5. 56,

2, P.il. "hopes" U.S. berbers in ilorthenst India to operste in

force againsgt Japanese bases in Siem and Indo-China. (Ses Pare-

graphk 4 of C.C.3. 58)

5. Uhat ore presexnt plons and disposition of U.3. Alr Porcas,

(3ce Paragraph 4 of C.C.E. 56)

4, Vhat metion is now belip tolen toward operations from

Chiing and Aleutian Islands, and how lar hove these plans advanced.

(308 Paragresh 4 of C.C.E, 86) I |

5, Veiled recquest thot Paecilie "leat ltnes Jnpanese lavel |
Morcea busy in Pacific to prevent Japancse Fleet from ontering
Iindinn Ocean to defeat Tritish Naval Forces beased et Ceylon in
which event over-sea Invasion to Indla would be possible. (See

Lins 14 of Paragreghk 2 of C.C.S5. 56)

€. Suggests U.5, attock Japanesa flank by "Cormandos™ in
1942 - thus divertinz Japanese Forces from other preas and re-
lieving the pressure on India and the British Indian Deean TMleet,
by drnwingrrurthar upon Japanrese rosourccs vwhileh would othorwise

ba divertod Zouth., ({Sec Paragraph B of £.0.5. 50)

7. Recommendation s sound poliey: for long range plan of

V.5:. to build up Cormanco Foreco on California Coanat for seriocus

nttoe’s on Japanose poasitions in 1643, (Soc Piragraph 9 of C.C.3.

56)

b

™ l- ol 33—2[_' ]
. \ t:‘a‘igil; MAR LFB??
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8. Will Y.8. give increascd naval protoction to ANZAC

AREA to (1) moet anxisbics of Austrelin end liew Zeanland and (2)

for purpose of ilasurian vital bascs in Pagific? (Sce Paregraph

5§ of C.C.8. 56 - lNoto this is also related to Xos. 5 & 6 above)

. IVCATASE OF U.3. I'MI-LIPT: Is U.8. eble to doublo or

Le]

triple tonnape of load-1ift ships on 1943 astimatos. (3ce line

15, Paragraph 6 of C.C.3. 56)

10, RECUSOT R0l LOAT OF V.8, MAUCLIST STIPFING. (This
roquest contained in C.P.3. 23 (D), mid tlo boclkpground ig gon-
tained in Paragraph 4 of C.C.2. 56, roposed renly as contained
in S6/1 covered the reques: for loen of U.3. LAN-LIFT Shinping)

CONTENTS OF APPIIIIX

IIOTE: The attached aspendix contalns a briof outline of tho
Frimo Uiniater's strategle concoption of particuler arcoa and

significance of Liis roquosts to thoso arsas,

T I X S ) |

I-G-E- i
By,
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Copies furmisked ay maled:
XXXC 16 MARCH FOURTH ~

NUMBER THIRTYSFVEN LONDON FIFTH MABCH TO PRESIDENT PARA
ONE WHEN | REFLECT HOW | HAVE LONGED AND PRAYED FOR THE

ENTRY OF THE UNITED STATES INTO THE WAR CMA | FIND IT
rDIFFIGULT TO REALISE HOW GRAVELY OUR BRITISH lFFAIHSFHA\"E
| DETERIORATED BY WHAT HAS HAPPENED SINCE DECEMBER SEVEN
STOP WE HAVE SUFFERED THE GREATEST DISASTER IN QUR
HISTORY AT SINGAPORE CMA AND OTHER MISFORTUNES WILL COME
THICK AND FAST UPON US STOP YOUR GREAT POWER WILL ONLY

.FHEGDHE EFFECTIVE GRADUALLY BECAUSE OF THE VAST DISTANCES
|

AND THE SHORTAGE OF SHIPS STOP IT I8 NOT EASY TO ASSIGN
LIMITS TO THE JAPANESE AGGRESSION STOP ALL CAN BE RE-
TRIEVELC IN ONE NINE FOUR THREE OR ONE NINE FOUR FOUR PD
BUT MEANWHILE THERE ARE VERY HARD FORFEITS TO PAY STOP
THE WHOLE OF THE LEVANT DASH CASPIAN FRONT NOW DEPENDS
ENTIRELY UPON THE SUCCESS OF THE RUSSIAN ARMIES STOP THE
ATTACK WHICH THE GERMANS WILL DELIVER UPON RUSSIA IN THE
SPRING WILL | FEAR BE MOST FORMIDABLE STOP THE DANGER TO
MALTA GROWS CONSTANTLY AND LAHIIT}E REENFORCEMENTS ARE
~ REACHING ROVMEL IN TRIPOLI EN ROUTE FOR CYRENAICA STOP

Actiins Copy l
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MaY 57

XXXC 16 MARCH FOURTH FROM LONDON PAGE TWO

PARA TWO SINCE WE LAST TALKED | HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO
FORM A FULL PICTURE OF UNITED STATES PLANS BY SEA CMA
AIR AND LAND AGAINST JAPAN STOP | AM HOPING THAT BY MAY

| YOUR NAVAL SUPERIORITY IN THE PACIFIC WILL BE RESTORED
| AND THAT THIS WILL BE A CONTINUING PRE DASH OCCUPATION
TO THE ENEMY STOP WE EXPECT BY THE MIDDLE OF MARCH IN
ADDITION TO THE FOUR R CLASS BATTLESHIPS TO HAVE TWO OF
OUR LATEST AIRCRAFT CARRIERS WORKING WITH WARSPITE IN

THE INDIAN OCEAN AND THAT THESE WILL BE REINFORCED BY
I
A THIRD CARRIER DURING APRIL AND BY VALIANT DURING MAY

' STOP THIS FORCE WILL HAVE AVAILABLE FOUR MODERN CRUISERS
{ﬂND A NUMBER OF OLDER ONES AND ABOUT TWENTY DESTROYERS
.:STGP BASED UPON CEYLON CMA WHICH WE REGARD AS THE VITAL

| POINT NOW THAT SINGAPORE IS GONE CMA IT SHOULD BE POSSI-
| BLE TO PREVENT OVERSEA INVASION OF INDIA UNLESS THE
GREATER PART OF THE UAPANESE FLEET 1S BROUGHT ACROSS

FROM YOUR SIDE OF THE THEATRE CMA AND THIS AGAIN | HOPE
THE ACTION AND GROWING STRENGTH OF THE UNITED STATES

NAVY WILL PREVENT STOP WE HOPE THAT A CONSIDERABLE NUMBER

OF DUTCH SUBMARINES WILL HAVE ESCAPED TO CEYLON AND THESE

SRR -ARLESLES BALEE B ER (RL WLAEEEE FRLLE W T
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XXXC 16 MARCH FOURTH FROM LONDON PAGE THREE y
MAY 5 72

TOGETHER WITH THE ONLY TwWD SUBMARINES WE HAVE BEEN ABLE
'TO SPARE FROM THE MEDITERRANEAN SHOULD BE ABLE Tﬁ WATCH
THE MALACCA STRAITS PD WEB WE UNDERSTAND YOUR SUBMARINES
FROM THE ABDA AREA WILL BE BASED ON FREEMANTLE FOR THE

J PURPOSE OF PATROLLING THE SUNDA STRAITS AND OTHER EXITS

THROUGH THE DUTCH |ISLANDS CMA WE SHOULD NOT ONLY GET
IjHﬂTlﬂE OF BUT BE ABLE|TO TAKE A TOLL OF ANY JAPANESE
IFGHEES BREAKING QUT INTO THE INDIAN OCEAN PD THE NEXT

FORTNIGHT WILL BE THE MOST CRITICAL FOR CEYLON CMA AND
| BY THE END OF MARCH WE OUGHT TO BE SOLIDLY ESTABLISHED

THERE THOUGH BY NO MEANS ENTIRELY SECURE STOP PARA THREE

WITH THE TIRPITZ AND SCHEER AT TRONDJHEIM OUR NORTHERN
{FDHGE HAS NOT ONLY TO WATCH THE NORTHERN PASSAGES BUT
‘ALEG TO GUARD TvE RUSS1AN CONVOYS STOP THE TENSION 18

| HOWEVER TEMPORARILY EASED BY THE DISABLING OF SCHARNHORST
CMA GNEISENAU AND EUGEN PD THE LATTER SEVERLY CMA WE
BELIEVE CMA AND WE ARE TAKING THE OFFORTUNITY OF REFITTING

RODNEY STOP RODNEY AND NELSON SHOULD BE READY FOR SERVICE
IN MAY BUT ANSON WILL NOT BE IN FIGHTING TRIM UNTIL AUGUST

|STOP PARA FOUR | SHOULD BE GLAD TO HAVE FROM YOU A SHORT

AR PR FARD —ARRE A BALEE ORGP IR WRRARE FRLLE N F.
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STATEMENT OF THE DISPQSITIONS AND PLANS OF THE AMERICAN
AIR FORCE STOP WE HAVE BOTH- SUFFERED HEAYY CASUALTIES

ON THE IN JAVA AND | WAS MOST GRIEVED TO SEE THE UNTOWARD
SINKING OF THE LANGLEY WITH HER INVALUABLE CONSIGNMENT
STOP PARTICULARLY | SHALL BE GLAD TO KNOW TO WHAT POINT

| YOUR PLANS FOR OPERATING FROM CHINA OR THE ALEUTIAN
ISLANDS HAVE ADVANCED STOP WE ALSO HOPE THAT UNITED
STATES BOMBERS BASED BASED IN NORTH EAST INDIA MAY
OPERATE IN FORCE AGAINST ENEMY BASES IN S1AM AND INDO

DASH CHINA STOP PARA FIVE YOU WILL REALIZE WHAT HAS
:HAPPENED TO THE ARMY WE HAD HOPED TO GATHER ON THE LEVANT
| DASH CASPIAN FRONT CMA AND HOW IT HAS NEARLY ALL BEEN
|DRAWN OFF TO INDIA AND AUSTRALIA CMA AND YOU WILL SEE
AT ONCE WHAT OUR PLIGHT WILL BE SHOULD THE RUSSIAN DE-
EFENSE OF THE CAUCASUS BE BEATEN DOWN STOP IT WOULD
CERTAINLY BE A GREAT HELP IF YOU COULD OFFER NEW ZEALAND
THE SUPPORT OF AN AMERICAN DIV1SION AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO
“ THEIR RECALLING THEIR OWN NEW ZEALAND DIVISION CMA NOW
STATIONED IN PALESTINE STOP THIS ALSO APPLIES TO THE LAST
‘!USTHhLIlN DIVISION IN THE MIDDLE EAST STOP ONE SYMPATHISES

Action Copy
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| WITH THE NATURAL ANXIETY OF AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND
WHEN THEIR BEST TROOPS ARE OUT OF THE COUNTRY CMA BUT
| SHIPPING WILL BE SAVED AND SAFETY GAINED BY THE AMERI]-
|| CAN REINFORCEMENT OF AUSTRALIA AND NEWJZEALAND RATHER
| THAN BY A MOVE ACROSS THE OCEANS OF THESE DIVISIONS
:'FHGH THE MIDDLE EAST STOP | AM QUITE READY TO ACCEPT

A CONSIDERABLE DELAY IN MAGNET TO FACILITATE YOUR ADD-
ITIONAL HELP TO AUSTRALASIA STOP FINALLY CMA IT SEEMS

OF THE UTMOST IMPORTANCE THAT THE UNITED STATES MAIN
| NAVAL FORCES SHOULD GIVE INCREASING PROTECTION IN THE
'uuzuc AREA CMA BECAUSE THIS ALONE CAN MEET THE LEGITI-

| MATE ANXIETIES OF THE GOVERNMENTS THERE AND ENSURE THE
llHAINTEHAMﬁE OF QUR VITAL BASES OF RE DASH ENTRY STOP
PARA SI1X EVERYTHING HOWEVER TURNS UPON SHIPPING STOP

| | HAVE SENT YOU A SEPARATE TELEGRAM CMA NUMBER THREE

'; S1X CMA ABOUT THE IMPORT PROGRAME INTO GREAT BRITAIN

IN THE CURRENT GALENDAR YEAR ONE MINE FOUR TWO STOP IT

| WILL CERTAINLY REQUIRE A CONSIDERABLE ALLOCATION OF THE
- NEW AMERICAN TONNAGE IN THE THIRD AND FOURTH QUARTERS
OF THE YEAR STOP THE IMMEDIATE AND DECISIVE CONCERN HOW-

Action Copy
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EVER IS THE PROVISION OF TROUP DASH CARRYING TONNAGE STOP
| AM ADVISED THAT WE HAVE AT THE PRESENT TIME A TOTAL MAN
DASH LIFT OF TWO HUNDRED EIGHTY THOUSAND MEN CMA BUT OF
COURSE AT LEAST HALF OF THIS WILL BE RETURNING EMPTY OF
TROOPS FROM VERY LONG VOYAGES STOP YOU HAVE A COMPARABLE
MAN DASH LIFTING POWER OF NINE ZERO CMA ZERO ZERO ZERO
MEN AND WHAT HAS MOST ALARMED ME HAS BEEN THE STATEMENT
THAT EVEN BY THE SUMMEUR OF ONE NINE FOUR THREE THE
AMERICAN MAN DASH LIFT WILL ONLY BE INCREASED BY ANOTHER
NINE ZERO CMA ZERO ZERO ZERO STOP IF THIS CANNOT BE
REMEDIED THERE MAY WELL BE NO QUESTION OF RESTORING THE
SITUATION UNTIL ONE NINE FOUR FOUR CMA WITH ALL THE

MANY DANGERS THAT WOULD FOLLOW FROM SUCH A PROLONGATION
OF THE WAR STOP SURELY IT |S POSSIBLE BY GIVING ORDERS '
NOW TO DOUBLE OR TREBLE THE AMERICAN MAN DASH LIFE BY
THE SUMMER OF ONE NINE FOUR THREE STOP WE CAN DO LITTLE
MORE BEYOND OUR TWO EIGHT ZERO CMA ZERO ZERO ZERO CMA
AND LOSSES HAVE BEEN VERY HEAVY LATELY IN THIS CLASS OF
VESSEL STOP | SHOULD BE MOST GRATEFUL IF YOU WOULD RE=-
LIEVE MY ANXIETIES ON THIS SCORE STOP | AM ENTIRELY WITH

BEREVEE PR CAETRICEE R AN BT UE PR SeRLARE FEsih B
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_YOU JABOUT THE NEED FOR GYMNAST CMA BUT THE CHECK WHICH
AUCHINLECK HAS RECEIVED AND THE SHIPPING STRINGENCY SEEM

| TO IMPOSE OBSTINATE AND LONG DELAYS STOP PARA SEVEN WE

ARE SENDING FROM FOUR ZERO CMA ZERO ZERO ZERO TO FIVE

| ZERO CMA ZERO ZERO ZERO MEN IN EACH OF OUR MONTHLY CONVOYS
TO THE EAST STOP THE NEEDS OF MAINTAINING THE ARMY AND

| OF BUILDING UP THE AIR AND ANTIDASH AIRCRAFT FORCES IN

| THE INDIAN THEATRE WILL AT PRESENT PREVENT US FROM SENDING
MORE THAN THREE DIVISIONS FROM HERE IN THE MARCH CMA APRIL
AND MAY CONVOYS CMA THESE ARRIVING TWO MONTHS LATER IN

| EACH CASE STOP IT SEEMS TO ME THAT ALL THESE TROOPS MAY

| BE NEEDED FOR THE DEFENSE OF INDIA CMA AND | CANNOT MAKE

| ANY PROVISION OTHER THAN THAT SUGGESTED IN PARA FIVE FOR

THE TRANS DASH CASPIAN FRONT AND ALL THAT THAT MEANS STOP

PARA EIGHT PERMIT ME TO REFER TO THE THEME | OPENED TO
YOU WHEN WE WERE TOGETHER STOP JAPAN |S SPREADING ITSELF
| OVER A VERY LARGE NUMBER OF VULNERABLE POINTS OR TRYING
TO LINK THEM TOGETHER BY AIR AND 8EA PROTECTION STOP THE
ENEMY ARE BECOMING EVER MORE WIDELY SPREAD AND WE KNOW
THIS IS CAUSING ANXIETY IN TOKIO STOP NO THING CAN Hﬂ

RICIFONS—FATD ~ANERICAN BALER BEOK €0 IR, WIAGARE FiLLE & T,
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XXXC MARCH FOURTH FROM LONDON PAGE EIGHT

DONE ON A LARGE SCALE EXCEPT BY LONG PREPARATION OF THE
TECHNICAL AND TACTICAL APPARATUS STOP WHEN YOU TOLD ME
ABOUT YOUR INTENTION TO FORM COMMANDO FORCES ON A LARGE
SCALE ON THE CALIFORNIAN SHORE | FELT YOU HAD THE KEY
STOP ONCE SEVERAL GOOD OUTFITS ARE PREPARED Gﬁh ANY ONE
OF WHICH CAN ATTACK A JAPANESE DASH HELD BASE OR ISLAND
AND BEAT THE LIFE OQUT OF THE GARRISON CMA ALL THEIR
ISLANDS WILL BECOME HOSTAGES TO FORTUNE STOP EVEN THIS
YEAR CMA ONE NINE FOUR TWO CMA SOME SEVERE EXAMPLES

| MIGHT BE MADE CAUSING GREAT PERTURBATION AND DRAWING

FURTHER UPON JAPANESE RESOURCES TO STRENGTHEN OTHER POINTS
STOP PARA NINE BUT SURELY IF PLANS WERE SET ON FOOT NOW
FOR THE PREPARATION OF THE SHIPS CMA LANDING DASH CRAFT
CMA AIR CRAFT CMA EXPIDITIONARY DIVISIONS CMA ETC PD CMA
ALL ALONG THE CALIFORNIAN SHORE FOR A SERIOUS ATTACK

UPON THE JAPANESE IN ONE NINE FOUR THREE THIS WOULD BE

A SOLID POLICY FOR US TO FOLLOW[STOP MOREOVER CMA THE
STRENGTH OF THE UNITED STATES IS SUCH THAT THE ‘WHOLE OF
THIS WESTERN PARTY COULD BE DEVELOPED ON YOUR PACIFIC
COAST WITHOUT PREJUDICE TO THE PLANS AGAINST HLZEEE_l

B FRRE FRTD ARER AR AR B A R enkdeRe FELLe B W
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ACROSS THE ATLANTIC WE HAVE TALKED OF TOGETHER STOP
FOR A LONG TIME TO COME IT SEEMS YOUR DIFFICULTY WiLL
BE TO BRING YOUR FORCES INTO ACTION AND THAT THE SHIP-
PING SHORTAGE WILL BE THE STRANGEHOLD STOP FROM THE
FORMER NAVAL PERSON

PRIME

REGRADED URCLASSIFIED by British

Govt., State Dept. iel., 3-20-T8

By R. H. Parks . Date )
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BEDIPERS-FASE ~ANLRICAN SALET 300K OF, IR0, WESGANL TELLE, B, ¥.

0911



+ AC--4
q CABLEGRAM

Beceived at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washingten, D. C.

MARCH B 1942

MEMBASSY LONDON

T, POTUS

uvt ' Etata Dapt tel., 3~29_%2
NO XXXC 17 MARCH SIXTH By R. H. Parke Date

TO PRESIDENT FROM FORMER NAVAL PERSON PERSJHE[ = i
AND Bl NO THREE EIGHT PARA | HAVE RECEIVED THE
FOLLOWING PROPOSAL FROM AUSTRALIA WHICH IS ENDORSED
BY NEW ZEALAND STOP ON ACCOUNT OF ITS URGENCY AND
IMPORTANCE | DID NOT WAIT FOR THE COMMENTS WHICH OUR
CHIEFS OF STAFF ARE MAKING UPON IT STOP THEY ARE
EXAMINING IT NOW STOP BEGINS TELEGRAM FROM AUSTRALIAN
GOVERNMENT TO PRIME MINISTER NO ONE SIX SIX FOLLOWING
FOR PRIME MINISTER FROM PRIME MINISTER BEGINS STOP
REGARDING CABLE NUMBER ONE SIX NINE RELATIVE TO THE

EXTENSON OF THE ANZAC AREA AND THE MACHINERY FOR ITS

| CONTROL CMA WE HAVE NOW HAD AN OPPORTUNITY OF DISCUS-

| SING THIS WITH A SPECIAL DELEGATION OF REPRESENTATIVES
| OF THE NEW ZEALAND GOVERNMENT COMMA AND THEIR CHIEFS
lDF STAFF STOP THE WHOLE MATTER HAS BEEN CONSIDERED AS
ONE OF URGENCY IN THE LIGHT OF THE RAPID DETERIORATION
IN THE STRATEGIC SITUATION STOP AFTER AN EXCHANGE OF
VIEWS WITH THE NEW ZEALAND GOVERNMENT CMA THE FOLLOWING
CONCLUSIONS HAVE BEEN UNANIMOUSLY REACHED BY THE AUST-
| RALIAN ADVISORY WAR COUNCIL CLN SUBPARA PAREN A PAREN

| PRESENT MILITARY POSITION STOP PAREN ONE PAREN JAPANESE

LEIFONE-FRTE ~ANERICEN BALES BOOA £O. NG, wiAARA FRlyp. BV,
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SUCCESSES PLACE AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND IN DANGER OF
ATTACK STOP DARWIN CMA PORT MORESBY CMA NEW CALEDONIA
AND FIJ! ARE IMMEDIATELY THREATENED STOP OTHER POINTS
LIKELY TO BE ATTACKED ARE THE NORTH EAST AND NORTH
WEST COASTS OF AUSTRALIA CMA THE NEW_HEBRIDES AND
TONGA TABU STOP THE JAPANESE HAVE DECISIVE AIR SUPER-
IORITY AND CONTROL IN THE SEAS IN THE AREAS IN WHICH

| THEY ARE OPERATING ESPECIALLY AS THERE SEEMS TO BE NO

PRESENT PROSPECT OF SUCH A CONCENTRATION AS ﬁﬂULD
ENABLE THE MAIN JAPANESE WAVE TO BE DEFEATED STOP PAREN
TWO PAREN THE LOSS OF AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND WOULD
MEAN THE LOSS OF THE ONLY BASES FOR OFFENSIVE ACTION

| BY THE ALLIED NATIONS AGAINST THE JAPANESE FROM THE

ANZAC AREA STOP THE DEFENSIVE ASPECT IS OF COURSE
VITAL IF THESE BASES ARE TO BE HELD STOP PAREN THREE
PAREN THE BASIS OF OUR PLANNING MUST BE NOT ONLY TO
ENSURE THE SECURITY OF AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND COMMA
BUT TO USE THEM AS AREAS FROM WHICH OFFENSIVE ACTION
WILL BE LAUNCHED PAREN FOUR PAREN THE IMMEDIATE PROB-
LEMS WHICH ARE OF GREAT URGENCY ARE TO SECURE THE LINE
OF COMMUNICATION FROM THE UNITED STATES CMA TO AUST-

RALIA AND NEW ZEALAND AND TO PREVENT THE SOUTHWARD

G PREE- A0S A eien ahulE BESE OD NS0 SISEANE TELLE B T
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| MOVEMENTS OF THE ENEMY STOP SUBPARA PAREN B PAREN
DEFINITION OF THE ANZAC AREA STOP WE ARE IN AGREEMENT
WITH THE PROPOSAL OF THE CHIEFS OF STAFF OF THE UNITED
KINGDOM THAT THE ANZAC AREA SHOULD INCLUDE THE MAINLAND
OF AUSTRALIA AND WE NOW RECOMMEND THAT IT SHALL EMBRACE
CLN PAREN ONE PAREN THE PRESENT ANZAC AREA STOP PAREN
TWO PAREN THE WHOLE OF AUSTRALIA AND ITS TERRITORIES
NEW ZEALAND AND THE |SLANDS WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF

| THE PRESENT ANZAC AREA TO THE EXTENT NOT INCLUDED IN
PAREN ONE PAREN STOP PAREN THREE PAREN ANZAC AREA TO
lTHE WEST AND NORTH WEST OF AUSTRALIA INCLUDING TIMOR
CMA AMBON CMA THE WHOLE OF NEW GUINEA AND SUCH SEA
:hﬁEﬁ WITHIN AN AGREED DISTANCE OF THE COAST WEST AREA

| AS MAY SUBSEQUENTLY BE DETERMINED STOP PAREN FOUR PAREN
THE SEA AREA TO THE SOUTH OF AUSTRALIA STOP THIS EXTEN-
|SION WOULD INVOLVE CONSIDERABLE INCGREASED NAVAL RESPON-
SIBILITY AND TO MEET THIS 'I'T WOULD BE NECESSARY FOR ADD-
| 1TIONAL NAVAL FORCES TO BE PROVIDED TO COVER THIS ADDIT-
IONAL COMMITMENT SUB PARA PAREN C PAREN MACHINERY FOR
IHIGHER DIRECTION OF POLICY AND OPERATIONS IN THE ANZAC
AREA THE UNITED KINGDOM CHIEFS OF STAFF STATED THAT IT

| 1S DESIRABLE QUOTE THAT THE SUPREME COMMANDER OF THE

BLOIPERE-FA 1B ~ANLEICKR BALLE BEOR 6., IRE, , NIASARE FALLE.N,T,
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ANZAC AREA SHOULD RECEIVE HIS INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE

SAME AUTHORITY AS THE COMMANDER OF THE A B D A AREA AND
| THAT THE MACHINERY FOR ENSURING THAT THESE INSTRUCTIONS
REPRESENT THE VIEWS OF THE UNITED NATIONS CONCERNED CMA
SHOULD BE THE SAME IN BOTH CASES STOP UNQUOTE STOP THE
ORIGINAL ABDA COMMAND HAS NOW BEEN DISPENSED WITH COMMA
BUT YOU WILL BE AWARE FROM CABLE NUMBER ONE ZERO TWO
THAT THE EXPERIENCES OF THE COMMONWEALTH GOVERNMENT DID
NOT INDICATE THAT THE ORGANIZATION CMA MACHINERY AND

| PROCEDURE WERE SATISFACTORY FOR COPING WITH THE VITAL
PROBLEMS WITH WHICH WE ARE BEING BROUGHT FACE TO FACE

' STOP FURTHER CONF IRMATION OF THIS VIEW WAS OBTAINED
DURING THE FINAL DAYS OF THE A B D A REGIME STOP QUR

. VIEWS ON THE MACHINERY REQUIRED FOR THE HIGHER DIRECTION
OF THE ANZAC AREA ARE AS FOLLOWS CLN PAREN ONE PAREN
GOVERNMENTAL MACHINERY STOP AN UNITED STATES DASH
UNITED KINGDOM DASH ANZAC COUNCIL COMPRISING THE ACCRED-
ITED REPRESENTATIVES OF THE FOLLOWING GOVERNMENTS COLON
| THE USA CMA UNITED KINGDOM CMA AUSTRALIA CMA NEW ZEALAND
STOP THE CHAIRMAN TO BE THE PRESIDENT OF THE USA OR HIS
DEPUTY AND THE COUNCIL TO BE LOCATED IN WASHINGTON STOP

iTHE MEMBERSHIP MIGHT BE INCREASED AS DETERMINED BY THE

BEZAFORE-FATD ~ANTRICAN BALDS BOON O, IR, KILGEND FRLLY N, T,
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COUNGIL IN THE LIGHT OF EVENTS AND EXPERIENCE STOP

To

THUS CANADA WOULD BE ADDED IF SHE WERE TO SEND FORCES
TO THE ANZAC AREA STOP THE COUNCIL WOULD BE RESPONSIBLE
|FOR THE HIGHER POLICY OF THE WAR IN THE ANZAC AREA CMA
AND WOULD DEAL WITH QUESTIONS OF POLICY AND THE PRO-
CISION OF FORCES AND SUPPLIES STOP THE PROPOSED COUNCIL
DOES NOT REPLACE THE® PACIFIC COUNCIL STOP THE FUTURE

| DEMARCATION OF THE FUNCTION AND RELATIONSHIP OF THE
TWO BODIES CAN BE DETERMINED BY EXPERIENCE AND THE

CHANGING OF THE STRATEGICAL POSITION STOP PAREN TWO
PAREN STRATEGICAL CONTROL PARA THE GENERAL STRATEGICAL

CONTROL OF THE ANZAC AREA WOULD BE VESTED IN THE

JCDHBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF COMMITTEE AT WASHINGTON CMA
}BUT TO THIS COMMITTEE SHOULD BE ADDED FOR THE PURPOSE
OF ANZAC STRATEGY CMA ONE NAVAL CMA ONE ARMY CMA AND
|ONE AIR FORCE OFFICER CMA FROM EACH OF THE DOMINIONS
CMA TO BE APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNMENTS OF AUSTRALIA

AND NEW ZEALAND AFTER CONSULTATION WITH THE SUPREME
COMMANDER STOP PARA THIS REPRESENTATIVE CLOSELY APPROX-
IMATES TO THE ARRANGEMENT SUGGESTED BY THE PRESIDENT
FOR PARTICIPATION IN AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND OF

WP AR LI e £E el BIALERS FELAE B W
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ﬂ SERVICE OFFICERS IN THE DISCUSSIONS INVOLVING THEIR
NATIONAL INTEREST AND COLLABORATION UNDER THE ABDA
SCHEME PAREN THREE PAREN SUPREME COMMANDER STOP PARA
THE COUNCIL OR THE GOVERNMENTS CONCERNED WILL APPOINT
A SUPREME COMMANDER PREFERABLY AN AMERICAN OFF ICER
SUBJECT TO THE GENERAL STRATEGICAL DIRECTION OF THE

| CHIEFS OF STAFF COMMITTEE IN WASHINGTON CMA AS SPECI~-
ALLY CONSTITUTED IN PAREN TWO PAREN STOP THE FUNCTIONS

OF THE SUPREME COMMANDER WOULD BE COLON PAREN A PAREN
TO EXERCISE GENERAL STRATEGIC DIRECTION OVER THE LAND
CMA SBA AND AIR FORCES ALLOCATED TO THE AREA STOP PAREN
B PAREN TO ALLOCATE WITHIN THE AREA THE FORCES AND
EQUIPMENT THAT ARE AVAILABLE CMA SUBJECT TO THE DIS-
!GHETIGH OF THE GOVERNMENTS CONCERNED TO RETAIN THEIR
;GWN TROOPS IN THEIR AREA SHOULD THE CIRCUMSTANCES IN
!THEIH OPINION NECESSITATE IT STOP PARA THE SUPREME
|GUHMAHDEH SHOULD BE GUIDED BY THE PRINCIPLE OF THE
DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY TO HIS COMMANDERS STOP IT

| BHOULD BE NOT PART OF HIS DUTY TO CONTROL THE DETAILS
OF ACTUAL OPERATIONS STOP THE CONTROL OF THESE SHOULD
BE LEFT TO THE LOCAL COMMANDERS STOP PAREN FOUR PAREN

COMMANDERS OF NAVAL CMA MILITARY AND AIR FORCES STOP

BORLPRA - PATE —ARTRIEOR AALES D00 €4, 104 BIGSIEE PALLE B T,
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UNDER THE SUPREME COMMANDER AND RESPONSIBLE TO HIM
WOULD BE CLN A NAVAL COMMANDER OF ALL THE NAVAL FORCES
ALLOCATED TO THE AREA AS AT PRESENT COMMA AND AN ARMY
AND AIR COMMANDER FOR EACH OF THE FOLLOWING CLN AUST-
RALIA CMA ITS TERRITORIES AND NEW CALEDONIA SEMICLN

NEW ZEALAND CMA FlJl AND ALL THE ISLANDS FOR WHICH

NEW ZEALAND IS5 RESPONSIBLE STOP SUB PARA PAREN D

PAREN DIRECTIVE TO THE SUPREME COMMANDER STOP PARA A
DIRECTIVE CMA IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE GENERAL PRINCIPLES
EMBODIED IN ONE TO THE SUPREME COMMANDER OF THE ABDA
AREA WOULD BE ISSUED TO THE SUPREME COMMANDER OF THE
ANZAC AREA STOP PARA TWO PD GENERAL OBSERVATIONS STOP
PAREN ONE PAREN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A COUNCIL AS
SUGGESTED 1S CONSIDERED ESSENTIAL FROM THE GOVERNMENTAL
ASPECT TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE VOICE BY THE AUSTR-
ALIA AND NEW ZEALAND GOVERNMENTS IN THE HIGHER POLICY
OF THE WAR IN THE ANZAC AREA CMA IN VIEw OF THEIR
RESPONSIBILITIES TO THE PEOPLE AND PARLIAMENTS OF THESE
DOMINIONS FOR LOCAL DEFENCE AND THE FACT THAT THE WHOLE
OF THEIR FORCES ARE BEING PLACED UNDER THE OPERATIONAL
CONTROL OF THE SUPREME COMMANDER STOP PAREN TWO PAREN

BERIFEAS- P S —ARERIAm LR FES0 €0 80 midabis Feiis B ¥,
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THE COUNCIL WILL PRGUfDE A DIRECT AND EIFEDITIGUS
MEANS FOR PROJECTING A VIGOROUS WAR POLICY IN THE
ANZAC AREA AND WILL GIVE THE CENTRALIZED SUPERVISION
WHICH |5 SO ESSENTIAL TO THE CONDUCT OF A WAR BY THE
ALLIES STOP I1TS LOCATION AT WASHINGTON WILL HAVE A
NUMBER OF ADVANTAGES CMA INCLUDING GREATER PROXIMITY
TO THE THEATRE OF WAR STOP PAREN THREE PAREN THE
ADOPTION OF THE FORGOING PROPOSALS WOULD HAVE THE
FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL ADVANTAGES WITHIN THE ANZAC AREA
CLN PAREN A PAREN THE AREA WOULD BE A WORKABLE AREA
AND ONE THAT WOULD ACCORD WITH THE STRATEGY AND
ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS BOTH FOR DEFENSIVE AND
OFFENSIVE WARFARE AGAINST THE ENEMY STOP PAREN B
PAREN WITHIN THE AREA THERE WOULD BE UNIFIED CONTROL
OF LAND SEA AND AIR FORCES TO ENSURE CLN PAREN ONE
PAREN THE MOST EFFECTIVE DISTRIBUTION OF THE FORCES
AVAILABLE ACCORDING TO THE PREVAILING CONDITIONS STOP
PAREN TWO PAREN THE EMPLOYMENT OF ALL FORCES AND
EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE {GEDHUING TO A STRATEGICA PLAN
THAT WILL BE BASED UPON THE SINGLE AIM OF DEFEATING
THE ENEMY AND WILL NOT BE DEPENDENT UPON THAT FOR
NATIONAL BOUNDARIES STOP PAREN THREE PAREN THE

FipiPaEN-FAcE ~ANTRICAN SA0E4 BO0E €O, (NG,  RILGARE FALLE M.T.
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FOLLOWING IS EFFECTIVE MACHINERY FOR ALLOCATING THE
AVAILABLE FORCES STOP PAREN C PAREN THE MACHINERY

FOR COORDINATION OF ALLIED EFFORT WITHIN THE AREA
WOULD BE THE MINIMUM NECESSARY FOR THE EFFECTIVE
COORDINATION CMA AND A WIDE MEASURE OF RESPONSIBILITY
WOULD BE ACCORDED TO THE LOCAL COMMANDERS STOP PAREN
ONE PAREN IN REGARD TO THE SUPREME COMMANDER TO BE
APPOINTED BY THE COUNCIL CMA THE GOVERNMENT WOULD
WELCOME THE IMMEDIATE APPOINTMENT OF GENERAL BRETT
UNITED STATES ARMY CMA IN VIEW OF HIS EXPERIENCE AS
DEPUTY SUPREME COMMANDER OF THE ABDA AREA CMA THE
KNOWLEDGE HE HAS GATHERED OF AUSTRALIAN AND NEW
ZEALAND REQUIREMENTS CMA AND THE GOVERNMENT AND SERVICE
CONTACTS HE HAS MADE PAREN TWO PAREN THE ADVISORY WAR
COUNCIL REPRESENTING ALL POLITICAL PARTIES IN
AUSTRALIA REGARD THE WHOLE MATTER AS ONE OF OVER
RIDING URGENCY PAREN THREE PAREN YOU WILL DOUBTLESS
HEAR FROM THE PRIME MINISTER OF NEW ZEALAND WITHIN

A MATTER OF HOURS STOP BOTH OF US AGREE THAT IT WILL
BE BETTER FOR YOU TO CONSIDER THE PROPOSAL AND WE
REQUEST YOU TO RECOMMEND ITS ADOPTION BY THE PRES|DENT

STOP END STOP
PRIME

BLEFEAE-PRTE CANEVILES RALER B0EE 8 o8 SiAGEEE FloLn @ ¥,
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Tp THE PRESIDENT COF THE UNITED STATES

Copies furnisked ar noled:

Action Copy

No. 2112 MARCH 6th

FERSONAL AND SECRET FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM HARHIMAN PARA THE
PRIME MINISTER HAS SHOWN ME HIS GﬁBLE TO YOU IN INDIA PIJL THERE
IS WO DOUBT HE AND THE WAR CABINET AHE EARNESTLY STRUGGLING TO
FIND A FORMULA THAT WILL HE OF VALUE AT THIS MOMENT AND INTEND
TO TAKE SOME M‘E“I&I-!I_.&TI‘-'E ACTION FD THE IMPORTANCE OF ACTION IS
RECOGNIZED FOR ITS AFFECT ON OPINION AT HOME CMA IN HEHIGE AND
|| ELSEWHERE QUITE APART FROM INDIAN PARA ALTHOUGH TH;E‘. PRIME MINISTER
HAS NOT SPECIFICALLY SAID S0 CMA I HAVE THE FEELING HE WOULD BE
INTERESTED IN YOUR REACTION FD I AM QUITE SURE THAT IN GILS AB-
SENCE I CAN CONVEY TO HIM WHATEVER YOU MAY HAVE IN MIND WITHOUT
EMBARRASSMENT CMA IF YOU DO NOT WISH TO CABLE HIM DIRECT

MCCLURE

DECLASBIFIED _
State Dept. letter, 1-11-78

i oML

-—
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ToPOTUS WASHINGTON
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Action Copy

Fovi., Ctate t. ta .y S-28-Tg
NO XXXC 18 MARCH SIXTH By R. H. Parks Datw Y

NUMBER THREE NINE PRIME MINISTER TO PRESIDENT
ROOSEVELT FOLLOWING HAS JUST REACHED ME STOP | SEND IT
TO YOU SO THAT YOU MAY KNOW HOW THE SITUATION |S DEVELOP=-
ING AT THIS MOMENT STOP BEGINS FROM VICEROY TO SECRETARY
OF STATE FOR INDIA STOP PARA ONE PD FOLLOWING 1S BRIEF
SUMMARY OF COMMANDER IN CHIEFS VIEWS CLN PRESENT PER-
CENTAGE OF COMPOSITION OF INDIAN ARMIES STOP HINDU
FOUR ONE CMA MOSLEM THIRTY FIVE CMA SIKH TEN CMA GURKHA
EIGHT AND HALF CMA OTHERS FIVE AND HALF STOP THE PUNJAB
SUPPLIES FIFTY PER CENT OF WHOLE STOP PARA TWO SUE PARA
A TAKEN BY ITSELF KNOWLEDGE FUTURE RIGHT TO SECEDE WOULD
PROBABLY HAVE NO IMMEDIATE EFFECT IF PROPERLY PUT OUT

| GMA BUT DECLARATION OF LOCAL OPTION WOULD HAVE IMMEDIATE

EFFECT OF GREAT UNSETTLEMENT WHICH WILL PROBABLY BECOME
DANGEROUS AS COMMUNAL STRUGGLE OVER THESE PROPOSALS
DEVELOPS STOP LOCAL OPTION WILL BE INTERRRETED AS ACCEPT-
ANCE OF PAKISTAN AND EFFECT WILL BE PARTICULARLY BAD ON
PUNJAB STOP MOSLEMS OF ALL RANKS FROM PROVINCES NOT

LIKELY TO ACCEDE WILL ASK HOW NON DASH ACCESSION PROVINCES
WILL BE GOVERNED CLN WILL THEY HAVE ARMY OF THEIR OWN

CMA AND IF NOT HOW WILL THEY DEFEND THEMSELVES AGAINST

BLEIFDRE=PAE ~ANI R AR GAa D BO08 €0, IR RIAREEE FALLE BN,
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Capl’rf_himhhd ar pated:
|| REST OF INDIA OR AGAINST OWN MINORITIES E G SIKHS QUERY

IN RESULT THE MINDS OF ALL WILL DEFINITELY BE TAKEN OFF
TASK OF FIGHTING OUR ENEMIES CLN AS A SEQUEL RECRUITMENT
| WILL BE GRAVELY IMPERILLED STOP SUB PARA B GENERAL TEND-
ENCY WOULD BE TO DISCOURAGE MARTIAL RACES CMA BUT BRING

FORWARD LARGE NUMBERS FROM NON DASH MARTIAL CLASSES WHO
WOULD BE WORTHLESS AGAINST EXTERNAL ENEMIES AND ONLY

DESIRE TO BE ARMED AGAINST INTERNAL ENEMIES STOP IN ANY
CASE IF AS SEEMS PROBABLY CHA WIDESPREAD COMMUNAL DIST-
URBANCES DEVELOP IN INDIA CMA TASK OF SUPPRESSING THEM

| WITH INDIAN TROOPS WILL BE IMPOSSIBLE STOP A POSSIBILITY

OF COMMUNAL WARFARE IN INDIAN ARMY CANNOT BE EXCLUDED

STOP SUB PARA C PROBABLE EFFECT ON STATES FORCES NOT
.ELEhH STOP SUB PARA D SERVING GURKHAS UNLIKELY TO BE
AFFECTED 'STOP SUB PARA E EFFECT ON BRITISH OFFICER IS
LIKELY TO BE DISPIRITING WHILE HIS DIFFICULTIES ARE
INCREASED STOP NUMBER OF VOLUNTEERS FOR INDIAN ARMY FROM
ENGLAND IS8 LIKELY TO DIMINISH STOP PARA THREE SUMMING
- UP COMMAND IN CHIEF CONSIDERS THAT GENERALLY EFFECT

OF CONTEMPLATED ANNOUNCEMENT ON FIGHTING SERVICES WOULD
BE DISASTROUS STOP HE 1S QUITE CERTAIN CONTEMPLATED ANN-

Action Copy 'QUNCEMENT WILL TAKE SOLDIERS MIND SOONER OR LATER OFF ——
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Action Copy

FIGHTING OUR ENEMIES AND START HIM LOOKING OVER HIS
SHOULDER STOP FINALLY PRESENT TIME WHEN THINGS ARE
GOING WRONG CMA WOULD BE PARTICULARLY UNHAPPY FOR
SUCH ANNOUNCEMENT,

PRIME

WURIFR - —ARTRRLAE LELLE BERE UW. (el RRREEE FALLE BT,
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0 Cah'rsfr-i:M4:;;dTi NO. 19 MARCH Tth N L J male
former NAVAL PERSON TO THE PRESIDENT PERSONAL
AND BER FﬂR‘I‘I_‘_ PARA IF WINANT IS WITH YOU NOW H

E WILL N DOUBT EQQPLAIN THE FOREIGN OFFICE VIEW ABOUT RUSS
IA 3T0FP THE INCREASING GRAVITY OF THE WAR HAS LED ME TO FE

EL THAT THE PRINCIPLES OF THE ATLANTIC CHARTER OUGHT NOT TO
'BE CONSTRUED S0 AS TO DENY RUSSIA THE FRONTIERS SHE OCCUPI
ED WHEN GERMANY ATTACEKED HER 3TOP THIS WAS THE BASIS ON WHI
CH RUSSIA ACCEDED TO THE CHARTER CMA AND I EQQPECT THAT A S
EVERE PRQCESS OF LIQUIDATING HOSTILE ELEMENTS IN THE BALTIC
STATES GMA ETC CMA WAS EMPLOYED BY THE RUSSIANS WHEN THEY
T00K THESE REGIONS AT THE BEGINNING OF THE WAR STOP I HOPE
THERE FORE THAT YOU WILL BE ABLE TO GIVE US A FREE HAND TO
SIGN THE TREATY WHICH STALIN DESIRES AS SOON AS POSSTBLE ST
P EVERYTHING PORTENDS AN IMMENSE RENEWAL OF THE GERMAN INV
ION OF RUSSIA IN THE SPRING AND THERE IS VERY LITTLE WE C
AN DO TO |HELP THE ONLY COUNTRY THAT IS HEAVILY ENGAGED WITH
THE uzmﬁm ARMIES STOP PARA TWO WITH REGARD TO YOUR CONV
ERSATION WITH THE STAFFS ABOUT MY LONG TELEGRAM CMA I SHOUL

D LIKE TQ TELL YOU CMA FOR 'YOURSELF ALONE CMA THAT I AM BY

NO MEANS |[EQQCLUDING AN EFFORT FROM HERE TO TAKE THE WEIGHT
ActiorDB#RUSSIA ONCE HITLER IS DEFINITELY COMMITTED TO THE ATTAC

BLBPERE-FATE —AMTRICEN BELEE BOBE 18 (84 mGRERE FALLT @ V.
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| DO NOT WANT TO DISCUSS THIS WITH THE COMBINED STAF
L AT THE PRESENT TIME STOP I HOPE IT CAN REMAIN SEC
EN US STOP PARA THREE I AM KEEPING YOU INFORMED
IA 80 THAT YOU MAY SEE THE DIFFICULTIES I HAVE TO
'THE WEIGHT OF THE WAR IS VERY HEAVY NOW AND I MUS
IT TO GET STEADILY WORSE FOR SOME TIME TO COME

PRIME

REGRADED "'CLASSITIED by British
Govt., 8i..0 Dept. tel., 3-29-73
By R. H. Farks La

MAY 2 1972
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Action Copy

REGRADED UFCLASSIFIED by Britieh -

Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-20-72
NO XXXC 20 MARCH SEVENTHy g, H, Parks  Date

FORMER NAVAL PERSON TO PRESIDENT PERSONAL MY AW
W0 FORTYONE PD IN PURSUANCE OF MY PLAN OF KEEPING
YOU INFORMED ABOUT OUR INDIAN POLICY AND IN CONTINUATION
OF MY TELEGRAM NO THIRTY NINE IN WHICH | GAVE YOU WAVELL!
VIEWS | NOW SEND YOU A TELEGRAM FROM THE VICEROY CMA
JUST RECEIVED CMA AS WELL AS ONE FROM THE GOVERNOR OF
THE PUNJAB STOP THESE ARE NOT CMA OF COURSE CMA THE
ONLY OPINIONS ON THESE MATTERS CMA BUT THEY ARE VERY
SERIOUS WHEN THE ENEMY IS BATTERING AT THE GATE AND
WHEN THE PUNJAB SUPPLIES FIFTY PER CENT OF ALL FIGHTING
TROOPS WHICH CAN TAKE PART IN DEFENCE OF INDIA STOP WE

| ARE STILL PERSEVERING TO FIND SOME CONCILIATORY AND

INSPIRING PROCESS CMA BUT | HAVE TO BE CAREFUL THAT WE
DO NOT DISTURB BRITISH POLITICS AT A MOMENT WHEN THINGS
ARE INCREASINGLY AQUIVER STOP FOLLOWING ARE VICEROYS
COMMENTS WITH RELATION TO WAVELLS APPRECIATION STOP
BEGINS PARA THERE IS5 DANGER OF COMMUNAL POSITION IN
PUNJAB BEING MISUNDERSTOOD AT HOME AND FOLLOWING CONSIDE
ATIONS ARE THEREFORE PUT FORWARD WITH PARTICULAR HEFE&-
ENCE TO PROPOSAL FOR LOCAL OPTION TO REMAIN SEPARATE

SUNTERE-PATE —ANARILEE BALEE BRSE O oRE. WAREAES FELLY. B T,
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FROM CENTRAL UNION STOP PUNJAB MOSLEMS IF THEY

REMAIN UNITED COULD NO DOUBT ENSURE EXERCISE OF OPTION
TO REMAIN SEPARATE IN CASE OF PUNJAB CMA BUT FOR
FOLLOWING REASONS THEIR OWN COMMUNAL APPREHENS |ONS
MUST BE ALLAYED STOP SIKHS WOULD BE ALARMED AT PROS-
PECT OF PREDOMINANTLY MOSLEM AND SEPARATE PUNJAB AND
WOULD BEGIN TO PREPARE THEMSELVES FOR TROUBLE STOP
CERTAINTY OF SUCH TROUBLE ARISING WOULD CAUSE PUNJAB
MOSLEMS TO LOOK TO THEIR OWN DEFENCES STOP IDEA OF

A SEPARATED PUNJAB WOULD THEREFORE STILL KEEP BOTH
SIDES EMBITTERED STOP NUMBER OF ARMS KNOWN TO BE HIDDEN
| IN PUNJAB GIVES CAUSE FOR ADDITIONAL ANXIETY STOP

| FURTHER INFLAMMATION OF COMMUNAL PASSIONS CAN ONLY

‘ BE PREVENTED BY GUARANTEE THAT WE WILL ENSURE MODER-
} ATION AND PEACE EITHER IN A SEPARATE OR FEDERATED

| PUNJAB STOP PARA LATEST ROUTINE REPORT FROM GOVERNOR
OF PUNJAB REFERS TO SERIOUS DETERIORATION IN PUBLIC
MORALE AS A RESULT OF BAD NEWS FROM FAR EAST CMA AND
TO GROWING MUTUAL DISTRUST AND STRAIN IN RELATIONS
BETWEEN MOSLEMS AND SIKHS STOP ENDS FOLLOWING 15

J TELEGRAM FROM GOVERNOR OF PUNJAB STOP BEGINS

FOLLOWING ARE MY VIEWS ON EFFECT ON PUNJAB OF IMMEDIATE

WURIFONE-FLI N ~ANE AR RALER BOOE 68 %  mIAgERE FPRLLE @ T,

0929



-1

-

Received at the War Department Message Center
Reoom 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C,

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British

Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-29-72
By R. H. Parkse Date ,“
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PAGE &

DECLARATION THAT INDIA WILL AT FUTURE DATE BE GIVEN
RIGHT TO SECEDE FROM EMPIRE STOP RESPONSIBLE SECTION
OF MOSLEMS WHO ARE MAJORITY HOLD UNSHAKEABLE VIEW
THAT UNTIL CONSTITUTION ACCEPTABLE TO MOSLEM INDIA

IS DEVISED CMA BRITAIN MUST CONTINUE TO HOLD THE ROPES
STOP THEY WILL CERTAINLY BE WORRIED THAT CONSTITUTION
ON LINES CONTEMPLATED WOULD PLACE POWER IN HANDS OF
HINDUS WHOM THEY ALREADY SUSPECT OF PRO DASH JAPANESE
TENDENCIES STOP THEY WILL THEREFORE BE DIVERTED FROM
WORKING FOR DEFENCE OF INDIA AS A WHOLE AND SEEK TO
ALIGN THEMSELVES ELSEWHERE STOP UNPRECENTED INTEN-
SIFICATION OF BITTERNESS BETWEEN SI1KHS AND MOSLEMS
CMA BETWEEN WHOM RELATIONS ARE ALREADY DANGEROUSLY
STRAINED CMA WILL RESULT STOP ALL COMMUNITIES WILL
WISH TO KEEP THEIR OWN MEN AT HOME TO DEFEND THEIR
OWN INTERESTS AND RECRUITMENT WILL AS.ﬁ_HESULT BE VERY
SERIOUSLY AFFECTED STOP DISORDERS WILL BE INEVITABLE
AND FRESENT GREATLY REDUCED SCALE OF SECURITY TROOPS
LIKELY TO BE INSUFF ICIENT STOP MOSLEM LEAGUE WILL
FROBABLY GREATLY INCREASE STRENGTH IN PUNJAB AND

WILL USE INFLUENCE RUTHLESSLY FOR PURPOSE OF DISRUPTION

STOP PRIMIER OF PUNJAB WILL PROBAELY RESIGN WITH MOST

FLOIFORE-PATD ~AMIR|CER SALLY BODE OF. 1N, NiABAEA FaLLle & 7.
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B

REGRADED UNOLASSIFIED by British
GovtState Dept. tel., 3-20-72
By R. H., Parke Date

To s 519 .?2

— PAGE 4

OR ALL OF HIS MINISTERS STOP THIS WOULD HAVE VERY
SERIOUS EFFECT AS NO DASH ONE ELSE COULD HELP IN THE
WAR AND HOLD THE PUNJAB TOGETHER AS PRESENT PREMIER
HAS DONE STOP DECLARATION THAT PROVINCES WILL HAVE
LOCAL OPTION OF ACCEDING TO CENTRAL INDIAN UNION WILL
NOT COUNTERACT EFFECT OF DECLARATION THAT INDIA WILL
HAVE RIGHT TO SECEDE FROM EMPIRE DEALT WITH ABOVE STOP
PUNJAB IS NOT HOMOGENEOUS BUT COMPOSED OF COMMUNITIES
ANTAGONISTIC TO EACH OTHER AND INTERNAL TROUBLE WOULD
BE UNAVOIDABLE STOP PUNJAB WOULD PROBABLY NOT ACCEDE
TO UNION STOP MOSLEM COMMUNITY WOULD TEND TO FORM BLOC
WITH CO DASH RELIGIONIST NEIGHBOURS STOP

PRIME

BLRTREE- AT —AWPEELEE RALLE B O Pl EidEaEE FaLia B W
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T 1_ CABLEGRAM Y AC-4

12
ME FILED 357P/9 Received at the War Department Message Center

Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.
MARCH S, 1942

11:05A)7

POTUS

To

Copies furnished as noted: |

NO, 21 MARCH ©

FORMER NAVAL PERSON TO PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT PERSONAL

ans) QIR 0 FOUR TWO PARA AM MOST DEEPLY GRATEFUL
e —

FOR YOUR PROMPT AND GENEROUS REYPONSE TO MY SUGGEST IONS

| STOP NEW POSITION 1S BEING EXAMINED BY OUR STAFFS COMWA

AND | WILL CABLE YOU SHORTLY STOP

PRIME

ll”l:mm UNCLAS
+y Btate D
” R. H. Farks

BIFIED by Britig

h

ept. tel., 3-2p-78
Date

MAY 5107

Action Copy

win PR FETE -AEETICE RALEN R D8 (84 SSRARRE PRLGE BT
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. Received at the War Department Message Center
1040 AM TIME FILED ‘o 0 344 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

MARCH 10, 1942
A ERE |

To__ THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

From LONDON

Copies furmished s noted: |
| HO. 22 MARCH TENTH

TO PRESIDENT @B AKD FPERSONAL NO FOUR THREE PARA WE SHALL

GIVE STARK THE WARMEST WELCOME AND EVERY FACILITY FROM FORMER
NAVAL PERSON

FRIME

REGRADED UNCLASSIFTED by British
Govt., State Dept. tel., 8-28-72 ' -

By R. H. Parks  Dase MAY 5 107;

7N R

il & DVrar /2

Action Copy

BB PSR- PATD ~AMERSEAE RALAE BEEH 08, iNE. SAERRRE FELLE B T,
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CABLEGRAM Jo g . AC-4

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D, C. |

: March 14, 1942 Lo - . e

L sso b, M

LONIDN

Tp. THE PRESITENT OF THE UNITED STATES

L Ef— T R ___
Govt., State Dept. tel

| No. 24, March l4th, .y 83-28-78
| By R, H. Farks Dat B 1e
FORMER WAVAL PERSON TO PRESICENT PER?IAL AN NUM
FORTY FOUR PARA WE HAVE DECITED TO DO BONUS £MA AND AS IT IS QUITE

INPOSSIELE TO WEAKENW OUR EASTERN FLEET WE SHALL HAVE TO USE THE

1 WHOLE OF FORCE H NOW AT GIERALTAR PD THIS WILL LEAVE THE WESTERN

{| EXIT OF THE METITERRANEAN UNCOVERED CMA WHICH IS MOST UNIESIRAELE PD
WOULD IT BE POSSIBELE FOR YOU TO SEND SAY TWO BATTLESHIPS CMA AN AIR-
I CRAFT CARRIER CMA SOME CEUISERS AND DESTROYERS CMA FROM THE ATLANTIC
CMA TO TAKE THE PLACE OF FORCE H TEMPORARILY QUERY FORCE H WOULD HAVE
TO LEAVE GIERALTAR NOT LATER THAN MARCH THIRTY AND COULD HARILY

| REACH GIBRALTAR AGAIN BEFORE THE END OF JUNE PD WE HAVE NOT PLANNED

:' ARY CPERATION FOR FORCE H INSITE THE MEDITERRANEAY BETWEEN APRIL ONE

|| AND THE END OF JUNE PD IT IS MOST UNLIKELY THAT FRENCH RETALIATION CMA
.: IF ANY CMA FOR BONUS K1'FDIJIJ.'J TAKE THE FORM OF ATTACEING UNITED STATES

| SHIPS BY AIR PD MORAL EFTECT OF UNITED STATES SHIPS AT GIBRALTAR

WOULD CMA IN ITSELF CMA BE HIGHLY BENEFICIAL ON BOTH SIIES OF THE
STRAITS PD QOFERATION BCNUS CANNOT GO FORWARD UNLESS YOU ARE ABLE TO EG'.
THIS PL ON THE OTHER HARD CMA THERE ARE THE GREATEST DANGERS IN

ABOUT
LEAVING BONUS TO BECOME A JAPAKESE EASE PD WE ARE NOT TELLING ANYONE /

1

OUR FLANS AND ASSAULTING TROOPS MINGLE QUITE EASILY WITH OUR MARCH

CONVOY TO THE EAST PD A SEPARATE TELEGRAM WILL EXPLAIN THE MEANING OF

|| BoNus, —
_ PRIME,

BLEFORM-FATE ~AMERLAR BALUE BEGE €O, 180, NEASARL PALLE,N.T,
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L 3 CABLEGRAM

AC -4

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

MARCH 15 1942
627 A M.

AM

LONDON

75 POTUS

KO. 25 MARCH FIFTEENTH

FORMER NAVAL PERSON TO PRESIDENT PERSONAL AND
NUMBER FORTYFIVE PDFOR BONUS READ MADAGASCAR NOW
JRONCLAD PD

FRIME

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIFD by British

Govt., State Dept. tel,, 3-208=73

By R. H. Farks Date =
MAY 5 18:2

BARFRRE-PATE —ANINCAe BELLE SO0 D8 PR BRRARd TRLAW B Y,
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ADI 1
LOBP/17th

From

- AC=L
— CABLEGRAN

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

—March 17,0042

e A m

AMEMBASSY LONDON

To_ POTUS WASHINGTON ___REGRADED- UNCLASSIFIED by British

Copies furnished ar moled:

By R. H. Parks Date ﬁai o 912

No XXXC 26 seventsenth
Former Navel Person to President personal and qygged number 46.

l. I have been sarnestly considering your's of March 10,
Although I sent a paraphrase of the operative parts of your proposals
to Australia and New Zealand, I have not yet heard from them. It
may be that Australia is relying on the discussions you will have
with Dr. Evatt who should now be with you.

2. I have glso had the proposals exsmined br our Chlefs of
Staff. In principle we see great merits in the simplification
resulting from the American contrel of the Pacific Sphere and the
British control of the Indian Sphere, and indeed there is no other
way. There are however certain issues, some fundumental, which I
must place before you.

3, MNothing must prevent the United States and British Navies
from working to a common strategy from Alaska to Capetown. The
immense distances and practical facts require them to act in widely
separsted theaters, but they must operate with a single purpose, an
exact timing, end upon closely coordinated plans.

L. Ve are building up and shall presently have a respectable
force which will be based in the Central Indian Ocean, Thls force

slready consists of five (5) battleships, two (2) of our latest

WEE PO P RIS RALEE BO08 D0 L. ReREEEL Fhine @ T,




Received at the War Department Message Center
Rocom 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C,

M.

REGRADED DNCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-28-7d

By R. H. Park Dat

From

ST TS naga 2 No Y0 24 seventeenth

Copies furnished as moted: ! .
| airersft carriers, four (4) modern cruisers and several older ons,

and thirteen (13) destroyers; all under the command of Admiral
Somervile who has done well in & grest deal of fighting in the
Mediterranean. The remnants of the Dutch Navy are reforming with
our assistance and wish to work under our command. In one month
the modern aircraft carrier illustrious, in two months the valiant
| and in six months, we hope, the Queen Elizabeth will reinforce
our Eastern Fleet. On completion of the refits of Nelson, Rodney
and King George Fifth, and should the situation permit, we should
consider sending either Nelson or Rodney or possibly both to join
| the Eastern Fleet.

5, The British Eastern Fleet, composed as it is to a great
extent of old ships with short range guns, could only desl with a
certain mumber of the Japanese Fleet, Similzrly, a generzl fleet
engapgement between the whole Japanese Fleet and the American Pacifie
Fleet would be 2 close run thing.
| &, Therefore it seems to us that all our Naval Forces must
be directed from a single standpoint, and their problems virwed ss
a whole. This can only be done by the machinery of the combined

Chiefs of the Staff Committee, acting directly under you and me in

constant contact and agreement., A1l other arrangements for separate

Action Copy |

BLgFoae-FRIE ~AREEICEN RALEN BOOU O3 V8. NIGGERE FRLLE.M.T.
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 344| Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

i e s

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
From Qovt., Stuile Dept. tel., 3-29«72
To h!— H. Parks m Mmla

page 3 No XXXC 26 Seventeenth

pics furnished ar mated:
Commands in the Pacific and India Spheres must be effectively

subordinated to this supreme Command. I feel sure I am right

in reading your proposals in this sense.

7. On this basis we welcome your proposal-that an American
should be appointed Commander in Chief of all i1lies and of all
three services in the Pacific Area, with local Commanders in
Austrzlia, New Zealand, etc,

8. lie also agree that the American Chiefs of the Staff
under your direction should declde day to day operaticnal questlons
affecting the action of this American Commander in Chief in the
| Pacific Area.
| 9. We suggest however that Staff Officers from Australia,
New Zealand, the Dutch and the Chinese should be available in
Washington to serve the American Staffs on operational matters as
may be necessary. These officers might also be the technical
advisers of the members of the Facific Council in Washington to
which I refer in paragraph eleven (11) below. We have such an
arrangement succemsfully working in London now.

10. So much for the executive conduct of the Pacific war.

I now come to the advisory bodies which will m to be consulted on
e W

T WP RA TR ~ABARICEE ELER BEOR 0O, 1NE. BIGEERE PALLE B ¥
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Received at the War Department Message Center -,
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

M.

mr_ﬂ UNCLABSSIFIZD by British

+» Slate Dept. tel.. 5_2g.
- By R. H. Parks I:Iltl"I —
—

i moded?

fare Lo o LOOD Lo seventesnth APy
Al o i

larger issues. Owing to geograchy they must be duplicated and
have the same composition on each side of the Atlantic ocean.
There will in fact be two Pacific Councils. The one in Washington,
lying as it will in close touch with the American Executive machinery
in the Pacific Area, will naturally have more practical and more
effective influence upon events than its reproduction in London.
It is not possible to draw a line between strategic and political
matters, as these are interwoven at the top.

11. As we see it, gur Pacific council in london would discuss
the whole state of the war against Japan and we would send our
opinions from time to time to the similar bedy in the United States.
The executive conduct of the Pacific war against Japan would remain
the integrzl responsibility of the United States acting through
the American Chiefs of the Staff and the Americen Commander in Chief,
subject always to the coordination of Naval effort ss stated in
paragraph three (3) and to the decisions on grand strategy which are
the function of the combined Chiefs of the Staff and the Heads of
Govermments ai.;uilarljr the executive conduct of operations in the
Indian Theatre would remain the intregal responsibility of the
British War Cabinet acting through the Commander in Chief Easternm
Fleet and the British Chiefs of the Staff, but the Pacific Council

BiG TR AT 4B RLAS BRLAR R G R kR m’
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British

Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-29-72
T ELIl_ﬂt Parks

page 5 Mo XXXC 26 Sevenmtesnth "My 5197

¥ maled !

in Washington would send us their opinions when they thought fit.

12. It follows from the above that the United Kingdom
should have a representative on the Pacific Council in Washington
and that you should have a representative on the Pacific Council
in London. Equally we would keep your Representative informed
of the course of affairs in the Indian Ocean, which also forma
a large part of the Sphere of the London Pacific Council. The
Duteh, for instence, are full of ideas for counter attacks on the
Japanese captured places, which we will do our best to further
before the summer is far advanced.

13. Turning back again to the highest war direction,
the present arrangement centres upon the combined Chiefs of
the Staff Committee in VWashington. The three British representa-
tives in Washington act in accordance with the instructions of
the British Chiefs of the Staff Committee in London. Do you
wish that American representatives, say Admiral Stark and General
Chaney, should sit in on Japanese matters from time to time with
our three Chiefs of the Staff here.

l4. I have now heard from New Zealand that they welcome
your kindly offer to send an American Division at the dates

mentioned into New Zealand., They have at no time asked for the

FU AN FATE ~ARTHICAE SELAE BEE 08 N0 EIARLRE fu.”
=t -

0840



From

-

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg.. Washington, D. C.

REGRADED UNCLASBEIFIED by British
Govt., Btate Dept. tel., 8-28-T2

Teo By R—H. Parkse  Date

Action Copy

Copies furnished as moted:

withdrawal of their Division from the Middle East, and they do

not ask now. At the same time they do not wish to engage them-
selves never to ask for such return. If, for instance, they

were heavily invaded thelir menabroads would feel deep distress
about their homes and families and desire to go home and defend
them. Hnmver, I do not think '.‘.hny are going to be heavily in-
vaded, and anyhow the matter wnuld be governed by shipping. There-
fore let us take it as settled that you send a United States
Division to New Zealand and the New Zealand Division remains in

the Middle East, at any rate for many months to come. You will
probably know from Dr Evatt as soon as I from Mr Curtin what

the Australian position is. It would certainly be most unfortunate
if the last Australian Division left the Middle East on the eve

of the German offensive against the Caucasus.

15, On the supreme and general outlook in the Pacific, we
are both agreed on the paramount importance of regaining the in-
itiative against Japan and taking all the captured places thelr
hostages to fortune, as they were formerly ours. We assume that
any large scale methods of achieving this would be capable of
being discussed by the combined Chlefs of the Staff Committee in
Washington and would not be settled out of hand b;_r_ the American

BRI S-FEF AEERSLRE RRLEE BRE O9 R Evaddesa Faial
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

M.

DED UNCLASSIFIED by Erity
Govt., State Dept. tel., B-E8-
B{ R. H. Farke Date

nt

Ta

Copies furnished or noled:

Action Copy

Chiefs of the Staff and their American Commander in Chief. \ie
should naturally consult similarly on large scale methods in our
area.

16, There are a few points of detail. In your telegram of
March ten you say "India would not be occupied by American troops
or planes," but in your earlier message to me, No, 113, in which
you set out American air dispositions overseas for 1942, you al-
located sixty heavy bombers and eighty pursuit aireraft for the
China-India-Burma area. We hope this proposal holds good.

17. Furthermore in detafl, we would rather have the American

light bombers and fighters which you think sending to Englénd by
July sent to the Middle East, where American aircraft of these types
are already operating. We are very short of these types in the
Middle East and cannct increase what we are sending from hers,
By sending American types direct you would save the double 1ift
and thus shipping. We have had to bleed the Middle East so much
in order to help India, Ceylon and Burma that I am very amxious
abouF our ailr position in that area.

18. Ve have agreed on a line dividing the pPacific and Indian
spheres, but naturally this line would be elastic, dependent on the

movements of the enemy or tasks we might appoint for our forces.

WERIFSAN-FATE —ANERICAR RALTN BOCE (0., |®E., RiSEERL FALLE. W,
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C,

DED URCLASSIFIED by EBritish
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-29-73

By R. H. Parks Date Hm" 5 1977

From

To
— page & No XXC 26  Seventeenth

Copies furnished as nated:
We must not have anything so rigid as to hamper planning or
manoeuvre. The First Sea Lord is anxious that I should put

the following point to you. (Begins) As the Naval responsibility
for dealing with sea-borne ralds of the North West and West Coasts
of Australia will be British, we assume that under your proposals,
in which there are only tna areas in the East, the boundary be-
tween them will generally follow the line of the Dutech Islands,
modified as necessary to give room for your submarine patrols to
the south of these islands (Ends). Perhaps this could be taken
care of in the final drawing of the line.

| 19, I have not attempted to discuss in this telegram your
proposals for the joint control of the north and south Atlantie
area, Pound is making some suggestions to King for a co-ordination
.of effort in the event of a break out of German ships.

20. ,To sum up, I feel that your proposals as I have ven-
tured to elaborate and interpret them will achieve the double pur-
pose, namely (a) integrity of executive and operational action,
and (b) opportunity of reasonable consultation for those whose
fortunes are involved ends message.

| Prime

Action Copy | m
BERIPORN-PATE ~ABIRICAN LOALE BSOR £, , IR, , RIABARE FRLLT B.f. I ]
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het ! _camimeamt AC-Y
Time Filed 17/1020F
ADI 9 Received at the War Department Message Center

Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washingten, D. C.

f 1 1 gk

OP

From London

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., State Dept. tel., 8-20-73

To_ Potus By B. H. Parks Date

—_— -MAY——5-1072—
Copler furnished o nalod: NO 27 March seventeenth

NG 47

s
vour l'o one two one (121). We are delighted

" yaCarthur has arrived in Australia and that he has
been appointed supreme commander with general ac-
clamation.

You will by now have received my long reply
to your Mo one one five (115) about the division
of responsibility against Japan. 1 am cabling you
tonight about Burma command. Former naval person.

Frime

"DEOm

Action Copy 1
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 344]1 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

March 17, 1942,
e o

From Lendon
To_The President of the United States
Copies furnished a5 moled: NO. 28, March 17th. E:E?DEEIEELEE:?IEEIEI :1_';31;:
L] . L) -

Number forty eight 5@}?’ LB Payke n'“m:w 5 1972

Former Naval Person to President personal and
R

1. Your numbers one one nine (119) and one two
zero (120). If Tirpitz comes out only the fastest
heavy ships are of any use, We must therefore Keep
two (2) King George Fifths and Renown in north working
with our only remalning fast alrcraft carrlier on this
gtation. Tirpitz has gone north to strike at D:L.ll‘ Joint

munition convoys to Russia and action may easlily arise,
Texas class could not play any part in such fighting,
They could not therefore release. corresponding force to
g0 to Glbralter,

2. In view of your help we could send to Glbraltar
one eight (8) inch cruiser and four (L) destroyers
(British) from the home fleet and maKeshift with that
whlle force Hypo i1s away.

3. We should greatly welcome your sending to home
fleet one or two heavy crulsers, not less than four (L)
destroyers, and above all please a fast carrier invaluable
to join Victorious in catching Tirp.t-tz.

Action Copy
FREIFREE- PEID —AWERCiE RELER ROSE €O, I, BiARARE FllLe B Y. W‘
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From

' L
Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

To

Copies furnizhed ns noted:

Page two of No. 28 from London,

L. ve assume any ships you will send will be
under operational orders of C in C, home fleet.
5. Your points about sinkings and Atlantic
convoys are being gone into separately, and a further
signal will be made from Pound to King.

Prime.

CLASSIFIRD by Brityq;

k., State p i
B R B, paryy Tt n:'tl. 3-29.7;

MAY 51972
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time filed 0123/18

From
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D, C.

March 17, 1942,

]

London

'B :STP M.

To_ The President of the United States

Copies furnithed ap moled:

Action Copy

|

Semmni.  No. U49.

in Burma and Southern China. Wwe
suggestlion that General Stilwell

Southern China would work well.

General Alexander.

\f
Former Naval Person to President personal agﬂn

i REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED b
' ——r Gpvt., State Dept. tel., am-aa-?a

No. 29, March 17th. By R. B. Parks  Date

51872

Your message of l'arch 15 about Military Command

do not think that
should have a

separate military command in Burma as well as in

I cannot do bEt‘L'-E]:"

than send you the message just received by me from

"From Burma army number nine (9) March 15.

1. General Stilwell arrived here yesterday
Murch 1} and stated that Generallssimo had issued
iorders stopping the movement of Fifth Army to Toungoo
Area, This 1s serious in view 5; possible early
advance of Japanese on this front and it is of urgent-
importance to transfer one BurDiv, to Frome Area as
La,greed with China. Seventeenth Div alone in present
gtate will have difficulty in holding up enemy advunce
on oilfields. Stilwell has wired Generalissimo on this
subject and meanwhlle 1s glving orders for certain moves
to proceed, Dennys (since killed) has also gone to

REREFREE- PR AW IO BELUN BO0E OO, 0N, NERREED FRALE. 6. ¥,
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From

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C,

M.

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
To Govi., State Dept. tel., 3-20-72.
By R, H. Parkg :

Copies furnisked as moted:

Action Copy

Dateptir—5-197,
|
Page two of No. 29 from London.

Chungkling to clarify situation,

' 2. Stllwell also states Generalissimo has
placed him in Independent Command of Chinese troops

in Burma which untll March fourteen were under mé.

Have had no other notification. This arrangement appears
'very unsatisfactory as Stilwell has not necessary staff
or local xnowledge to take command and his other dutles
must inevitably Interfere. We have bullt up supply

organization for China who have no supply units and also

'cnmplete liaison organization down to divislons which

'Stilwell cannot replace."
Would it not be better for Stllwell to be under
general directions of Alexander in respect of troops
moving actually in British territory where we are
responsible for supply and will have constantly
increasing forces? Alexander 1s one of our best Offlcers
and cut his way out of the Rangoon Area with great
determination, b e

Prime,

FIRIFONS-FATE ~AMENITAN BELLE BOOW €0, IR0, NIAGANA FALLE. BT, > ‘

0948



CAELE AC~4

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C,

L e March 17, 1942
— ) S T4
LONDON
T, POTUS

| XXXC NO. 30 17th

From former Naval person to President number fifty personal
and gaaaet. Pound has just informed me that he has received a
very nice message from King in which the latter says he will do
8ll he can to keep the Japanese interested in the Pacific, whilst
' we are building up our strength in the Indian Ocesn.

Two King alsc mentions that he was considering sending your
two new battleships to the Pacific when my request to you to put
a force at (Glbraltar was recelved. We had no idea that your new
. ships were ready for service, and therefore only had in mind two
of your Texas class,

Three. We greatly appreciate your willingness to send your

lmahipu to us but, knowing how urgent it is that you build wp
your Paclfic fleet, I think we should be wrong to accept your

| generous offer, thereby postponing this Fl‘ﬂlt reinforcement to

| your fleet. If you can send us the ships I mentioned in my num-
ber forty eight (48) we can manage and will be most grateful,

Prime

BN 7o s
m lm+ v REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British

Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-29-73
By R. H. Parks h‘m\y

O

WA S-FATE ~ART Tl dE AT BDOR €8 VR0 EORRAEE TRLLE BV,

0949



ch 18 . —  Cablegram ? AC~4

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg.. Washington, D. C.

—March 18

From__Landon

To_Potus

urnisked as noled: ' II !

IXC 31 \March 18

Former Naval Person to President personal and
dERp. 1o five one (51) your no one two two (122).

, I am delighted to receive this splendid news, We

have not been able to form any impression here of
such events, except from the vague accounts in the
newspapers, in which one cannot see the wood for
the trees, It would be a great help if we could
be told more, Could not some channel be arranged,

Once more all my thanks and congratulations.

I! Prims

AEGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by ';-12;1:1;
e, tal.y J-==
govt., Stuld Dep seve MY : 572

ction Copy

BLRPERS-TAT R ~ARERILEE RBLEE BEON C0. NE. WILSRRE PALLE B Y
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EH ! CARLTORAN

AMIE -6 Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.
— Marah 10 CTELR-

—12:15 P M.

5P/15th time filed

From____ AMEMEASSY LOMTON

To. POTUS WASHINGTON P i

e e i NO XXXC 32 nineteenth

Former Havel Person to President personal = d -esssssk number
fifty two.
P s

We are deeply grateful for your sending a force in which is
included one of your new battleships to join CINC Home Fleet,

This will enable us to send a force which will include the
Renown to Gibraltar. Te will get in touch with Ghormley whers
your ships should proceed,

When the time is spproaching for your new battleships to
go to the Pacific please give us sufficient warning to enable

readjustments to be made in British dispositions

PRIME

REGRADED UNWCLASSIFIED by British

Govt., State Dept. tel., 8-28-73
By R. H. Parks  Date ffﬁ\& 5 1072

Action Copy

FLIIFORN-PATD, —ANIEICAN BALUR BOOK 5. ARG, MIARARE FALLE. N.T.
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ADI 2
1223p/20

‘ - -
CARLEGRAY AC=l;

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

Jarch 20, 1942
—7:LS A, o

Poosi nassy London  REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
! Govt., Gtate Dept. tel., 3-28-72

To__Potus " R. H. Parka Date

Coples furnished as noled:

}ﬂ '-T'f I| A .' :

No. 3l tarch 20
Former Naval person to President personal and

secret no five three (53).

Your no one two four (124). We cordially accept
the arrangerent you propose and instructicns have been
sent to Generals Wavel and Alexander accordingly.

Your one two five (125). The highest importance
is attached by us to bombing U-Boat construction yards
and bases and they will play a leading part in our
spring bombing offensive. All is 1n readiness for
this, including a vastly 1improved method of finding
our way to the target, first tried at Essen a fortnight
ago. We have been only held back by weather, which is
the worst Exrerienceé'rnr bombing purposes in fifteen
years, just as last year was the best, It would be
improvident to lose fifteen (15) or twenty (20) bom-

bers, as we have sometimes done, returning to Fogbound

Alrfields in this Island, when better conditions are

‘certainly approachling. No chance will be lost.,

We are also studyling the attack by long Range

rcraft upon li-Boats coming from Dordeau to the

BOEEE AT -AREEA R W emd AsEAARS PRELE. W Y.
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DIo ‘ Cablegram » AC-4
time filed 643p/20

AE Received at the War Department Meassage Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

-_— @

— 2105 Pa M.

From______ LONDON

To_Tha President of the Tnited States

Copies furnished as moled:

No. 35, March 20th, 1942.

TO THE PRESIDENT, sy

Fo. 54.

e

Prime Minister of New Zealand has today telegraphed that
he iz in entire accord with your proposals for unifled control in
the Pacific, Indian Ocean and Atlantic, and that the New Zealand
Government are prepared to accept the scheme in prineciple and do
their utmost to ensure its efficlient operation. Fraser adds that
thu;o ars soms matters of detail on which his Government are not
quite clear and which they may wish to take up later, In
particular he expresses the hope that the close collaboration

between Australism and New Zealand, which has recently been agreed

| batween the Governments concernsd, will not be weakenad,

Fraser also says that New Zealand Government warmly welcomes
| the appointment of General MacArthur as Supreme Commander of the
| Pacific ares,
Former Naval Person.
Prime,
REGRADED
Govt., Stare ASSIFIZD by Britse
By B, 5, [pacy Pt io)., 3-20.73 *
" v =
+ \Parks Date

T S "
Action Cﬂpﬁl' | i 3 O hiles

BERIFEAR-TR TR AT R IERe AAEE B L0, INE. BISEAED FELLE, BT,
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4.

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 24, 1942

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

I have asked the Var Department
to prepare any comment they wish on
the part of the second paragraph
which begins with the words "It would
suit us better" and ends with "could

be managed."

H.L.H.



het Cablegram ' ; nc-4
Time Filed 21/8356P -
ADL 5 Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D, C.
March 81, 1942
L, r M-. [
From__london ’
Te__Potus Washington } .~
: E" ‘L,
BTN o7 helhe = o 36 March twenty first
To President from former naval person No &5
Have now had very careful conslderation given to your
most secret telegram No one one three (113) by my close
military advisers,
Your gensrous offer to lend uis American shipplng and,
‘ in addition, to releass the "Queen dary”, "Queen Elizabeth",
T and "Agquitania" for our use is most welcome and I rladly
_'_'_', [

Date MAY

HEGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., State Dept. tel., 5-29-73

By R. H. Farkas

Action Copy

accept the conditions set out in your para five. Thanks to
your help we should now be able to send one more infantry
division and one armored division to the East making five
in all in the next threes months. We would have preferred to
kesp the monster liners, particularly "Queen Elizabeth," o
the long and safer journevs, but the need is sc pressing
that we must, I think, accept the risks of the Atlantic for
them, There is a small point in wour para five (C). It
would sult us better if you could send a further nine thous-
and Amsrican troops to Iceland (C), even at the expense of
Northern Ireland. FPerhaps you would consider whether this
could be managed.

Personnel shippinz. I am delighted te learn that your

man 1lift is so much bettar than I had been advised. 'We

WURIPENE—PE | B AR A BRLEE BEE O, 0RNE, WiGGANE FALLE B V.
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From

Received at the War Department Message Center
Reom 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

To

Copies furmished oy woted;

Action Copy

No 38 from London Page two
shall need it all.

Air. I am immensely impressed b} your layout which
should dominate the future and by the bold strategic out-
look on which it ia based. I am however, as you know, very
anxious about the Levant-Caspian front. Even with United
States contributions of air craft for the RAF we ocurselves
can do little for that theatre, I therefore ventured to
ask in Par seventeen (17) of my number forty six (46)
whether you would consider sending to the middle east in-
stead of to the United Kingdom, all the light bombera and
as many as possible of the fighters listed in your para

eight G (one).

REGRADED UNCLASSIFYI:)
£l b
Govt., State Dept. tal st

By R. H. Parks s’ 8-29-72
MAY 51972

SIS AR B i 0. e NAREEEE FELLE B F.
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ADI 9

3%6 P TD/E F1LED

PRICRITY

From

¢ CARLEGRAM AC=h

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

March 23, 19h2

GOy - - _lomta

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNIT STATES

THE WHITE HOUSE

Copies furnished ar moled:

Action Copy

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-28-72

By R. H. Parks nﬂ.tﬂM AY 51972

Former Naval person to President personal

No. 37 Marech 235rd

and aeemmiy. 0. fifty six (56).

B, —

1. Your No. one two seven apostrophe five

(127'5). You have no doubt seen the correspondence

“ between me and Curtin Curti+, which speaks for 1ltself.

I accepted his apreement and walted five (5) days
befEre making the announcement.

2. The matter is complicated by Australien
Party politics which proceed with much bitterness
and jealousy regardless of natlonal danger. The
present Labour Government in Australia, with a majority
of one, contalns various personalities, particuarly
Evatt and Beasley, who have made their way in local
politics by showing hostility to Great Britain. The
failure of sea power to protect Australia from Japan
brings this sentlment to a head., I am very glad you
encouraged Casey to take up the' appolntrment.

%+ I shall be interested to know your perscnal

impressions of Evatt and how you get on with him.

‘II Frime.

0958



b CARLEARAL 3 AC=l}

dj ) ]
ATI 1 Received at the War Department Message Center

Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.
2li/1022a . . e

SULIA  ar
From LOUETON “
To PCTUS
. .Coﬁie:_.l’urui:had as noled:
No. 38 xoi¢ Merch 2ith.
Former Maval person to President. No. 57. LY
e —————

Action Copy

No. Lb.

1. I have now received telegram from Australian
~overnment commenting on proposals contained in yours
of larch 10. The text is contained in my immediately
following telesram, I have already sent you comments
lof His rajestys Covernment in my No. 16 and of the

New zealand Government in my lo. 5k,

PHIME

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-29-72
By B. H. Farks Date

MAY 51972

WEEIFARN-RATS ~AWERIZAN NALEE DECK £, 8. RINGARE PELLE. AT
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" & S < Cablegran AC%
AE
filed March 24, NFT Received at the War Department Message Center

Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D, C,

nl‘.l‘.'ﬂh z'ﬁ| 19‘42'

R 10143 Ae M.

From__london
ToThe President of the United States

Copics furnished a1 moded: No., 39, March 24th,
Former Naval Person to President, No, five eight (58).

Following is text referred to in my five seven (57). Begins,
We have been considering the President's proposals in the
light of your cablegram and several cablegrams from Sir Earle Page
and a comminication received by me from the President stating
that he is in general agreement with our proposals regarding
orgenization and commanding of the Australian area except as to

some detalls concerning relationship to the combined Chiefs of

Staff and as to boundarles. Prime Minister in vliew of the

various observations which have been expressed on the composition
of the higher machinery its functions location and the procedure

o

to be followed we conslder it necessary to summarize our under-

-20-7
Wy

standing of the position as follows together with any necessary

FD by British

tel., 3

corments,
(1) Division of World War Theatre. This-is to be divided

Date

into the following three areas - (a) Tue Atlantic under joint
(b) The Indian Middle East

CLASSTPY

British and American responsibility.
and Mediterranean areas under British responsibility, (c) The
Pacific includin; China under United States operational respon-

«» Btate Dept.

REGRADED yu
Govt

sibility.
The yuestion of the relationship between operational

Action Copy
W RFEEE-PATE AR RALEE PR O, TN NEAERRE PRLEE W R _

09€0
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C,

i..-.-.l. M.

ED DNCLASBIFIED by British

To Gave., State Dept. tel., 4-29-72 )
. E! R. H. Parks l'.'!l.'ﬁ' rf .-n:l i L'h.llé_.

Page two of No. 39 from London. |
responsibility in the Pacific Area to the inter governmental body

is referred to later.

As already stated the President in his message to me considers
some detailed adjustments are necessary in boundaries. The
significance of the First Sea Lords point on paragraph one two

of Dominions Office cablegram three one nine (319) relative to

the boundary between the Indian and Pacific areas as it affects

the North Weet and Western Coasts of Australis is not clear in

view of advice from Page that the Pacific War Council agreed to

our suggestion that the proposed line of division should not run

to latitude five (5) degrees south to Onslow as proposed but on reach-
ing Longitude one one gerc (110) degrees East should run due south
‘along that meridian.

I
' Subject to the foregoing we agree in principle with the

Fresident's proposals for the division of the World Theatre into
the three areas mentioned,

The Australlen Chiefs of Staff consider Lhat on tactical and
{|stategical grounds China should be within the middle area rather
‘than-thu Pacific because the only lines of communication with China
thet are or ere likely to be open are through the middle area and

the bases for aircraft oparstions in China must be sited within the

BAL PR FETE cARTF LR AL R O RS ERLAER Falia @ '-
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Foom 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

— RN

REGRADED UNCLASSTFIED by British

Ta Govt., State Dept, tel.. 3.29.
By R. H. be , 3-28-72

Y

Page thres of No. 39 from London.

Indian Command, Also attacks against the Japs in or from China
mist form part of combined operations on the part of the forces
located in the middle area.

(2) Pacific War Council London. It is noted that you
suggest that the President should have a representative on the
Pacific Council in London and we fully agree with this proposal,
" The functions of the Pacific Council in London are
described in cablegram No. three one nine (319) as discussion of
| the whole state of the war against Japan and the communication of
its opinions from time to time to the similar body in the United
States, This appears satisfactory subject to the later cbservations
llon the Pacific Gouncil in Washington.

(3) Pacific War Councll Washiniton. The summary of the
President's telegram refers to the setting up in Washington of an
'ad%iaary'budy on operational matters consisting of members of
Australia, New Zealand, Netherlands East Indies and China under the
Chairmanship of an American. We have from the first made it clear
that it is imperative that the Commormwealth Government should have a
volee in the higher direction of the war in the Pacific Theatre
particularly as the whole of our forces are being placed under the

operational control of the Supreme Commander.

BURFONN-PATD ~AWENICAN SRLEY SO0E €8, EWC. MEREANE FOLLE. M.V, _~
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

e -t

REGRADZD UH“"208I7IED by Beiis
: v * ¥ &éritish
To. Govt. s:- ¢. tel., 3-29-72
S By R. H, } —Dabeeny - AT

iPn;e four of No. 39 from London,
On twenty first January (l-2lst) we asked that the Pacific
War Council be established at Washington comprising representatives
of the governments of the United Kingdom, USA, Australia, China,
Netherlands and Hew Zealand and proposed that this body should be
I council of action for the higher direction of the war in the
Pacific. In our proposals of 4th March we stated that the Council
ishould be responsible for the higher policy of the war in the
Enmc area and should deal with questions of policy and the

provision of forces and suppliea. It is observed in paragraph ten

of Dominions office cahlegram No., three cne nine (319) that
reference is made to quote the advisory bodies which will have to be
Ecansulmd on larger issues unquote, We would not be content with an
madvisory body on pperational matters in Washington.

(4) Machinery for strategical and operational control, The
Chiefs of Staff committee is the technical advisory body to the

Pacifie War Council in London and liaison exists between it and the

{Australian service advisers in London,

We are in agreement with the President's proposal that the
nited States should assume cperational responsibility for the Pacific
ea, A8 suggested in our proposals of 4th March we desire to

stablish in Washington a Staff comprising-a Naval and Army and an

BLEFURN-PATE —ABEEITEN LALLE BOOH LB, PRE  WRRARE FELLE B ¥ *
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

B—— wEER

To

KEGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British

- = —=
Page five of No. 39 from London, By R. H. ferzs bat 2 1972

Alr Force Officer who would act as the technical advisers to the
Australian Government Hepresentative on the Pacific War Council
and who for the purpose of Anzac strategy should be assoclated with
the American Chiefs of Staff as the joint body for advice to the
Pacific War Council on the larger issue,.

Agreement has already been reached on the appointment of the
Supreme Commander in the Anzac area, The directive suggested by us
is complete to the higher machinery and the appointment of the
Supreme Comander. The Australian Chiefs of Staff consider that
the Supreme Commander should be located in Australia because he must
lbﬂ in close touch with the bulk of the forces under his orders espec—
ially with these in the forward area in order to judge the capacity
and effectiveness of these forces who are undertaking both offensive
and defensive operations,

Instead of the local command in Australia and in New Zealand
being under an Australisn and New Zealander respectively as proposal
of 4th March should be adopted and an Army and an Air Commander
appointed for each of the following,

(a) Australis its territories and New Caledonia,

(b) New Zealand, Fiji, and all the Island for which New Zealand
is responsible,

General Brett of the United States Army has already been

e

09€4d



From

Y :

-

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C,

— —_—

T

Copies furnished a5 noled:

Action Copy

Page six of No. 39 frém Londone

appointed to Command the Allied Adir Forces in Australia. In regard
to the grand strategy relating to operations in the three areas it
is understood that advice on this would be the responsibility of
the combined Chiefs of &taff in Washington and in London,

(5) It is understood that the joint committees on shipping
and raw materials and on munitions will continue to function on
thelr present basis, Curtin,

Prime.

REGRADED URCLARSITIZD by EBritieh
Govi., Stuie Dept. tel., 2-29-73
By B. H. Parks Date

MAY 51972

RIGIPONN=FATS ~AREROEAR SALLE BROSE ©F, IR, WILRANE FALLE.W.T.
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net Badiosram
Time Filed 27/¢32P

ANDT 7

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D, C.

- . q
mren 29 1902
=ty

From_Londcon

To_The President of the Inited States
The jihite House
Coples furnished o5 noted:

Mo 40 Mareh twenty seventh

rormer naval person to Fresident perscnal anc Sy
no 5% gnd your 126G,
sl

I asked the foreign offlce to send you a note
on the detalls of your project whichh I hope may be
considered. We do not mind vour sending very limited
guantities qf supplies to French North Africa pro-
vided the Aﬁerican gbservers can penetrate th
country freely especially 1f you cculd £ei compensating
advanta~es in securing the control of strategic mater-
izls now rolng to Germanyv. We value your contacts

with Vichy and it is well worth paying a certain

rrice but pleaseYye... arenili—pe—emrss O IErE,)

Nothings must Iinterfere with operatisn iron-
clad to which we are now cormlitted and no assurances
offered by the French about defending thelr emplre
like they dld Indo-China should be accepted by the
Unlted States in such a way as to enable them to
commelain of a bYreach of faith.

Cur operation has heen carefully planned, It

comprises two strons ané well-trained hricades with

T

—. .+ REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British

"By RUH. Farks  Dage 5 17

Action Copy

WESHPORE-FATE ~AMLEICAN A0



Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 344] Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

From
Ta
Copies furmished o noted:
are thiienty sevent ame twuo

Action Copy

& "thirc in case of & together with tank land-

LA eralt and two carriers as well as g vattleship

grd orulsers. A1l aGditional to our

rustern fleet which is now crowir

in size and

alance, It would he a

mnoment of attzek that the p"“‘-’_ ‘ticn was Anclo-

Amerlecuan. Please consider whether you can let us

do this or anythine like it.

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by
Govt., State Dept. tel.
R. H. Parks Dnt-'

Eritish
3-20-72

AR AWERICAE BT OO €8 vl SLGBAEE Pab Lem

MAY 51972
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el THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
Mareh 21, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR: GENERAL MARSHALL
ADMIRAL KING
LIFUTENANT GENERAL ARNOLD

Attached hereto iz a copy of & recent despatch received
by the President from the Prinme Minister. The President requests

that the Joint Chiefs of Staff prepare & draft of reply.

Very respectfully,

JOHN L. McCREA,
Captain, U. 5. Navy,
Naval Alde to thz President.

DECLASEIFIED

By Deputy Archivist of the U,S.

By V. J. Stewart Date MAY 51972
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— LONDON

»
Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C,

March 29, 19842

T, __801P M.

To.  THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

XXXC 41 March 25th.

Former Naval Person to President personal and supmed

| No. sixty.

: L In order to cope with future U-Boat hatchings,

| we are emphasising bombing attacks on U-Boat nests, and

last night went to Lubeck with two five zero bombers

| including forty three heavy. Results are said to be

the best ever. This is in accordance with your wishes

jexprasnad in your No. one two five.

2. As I mentioned in my No. fifty three replying

to your No, one two five, Admiralty and Coastal Command,

RAF have evolved a plan for a day and night patrol over

the Debouches from the Bay of Biscay. Biscay ports

are the shortest and best departure points for U-Boats
operating in Carribean and American coasts. German present
practice is to proceed submerged by day and make speed on

the surface at night. We hope that night attacks and

| menace by aircraft will hamper thetr night passage and

force increasing exposure by day. Essential therefore

to menace both by day and night thus increasing length

| of voyage and diminishing Dp&rltiaﬁﬁé spell on your side.

ED UNCLASSIFIED by British

: o AR :B'-rlt.. » State Dept. tel, y A=20.72
BiRIPRRM-PATE =S LAN RELES BESE ©F.,INC, NIAGANE FALLE NV . & 'ar D.t.
MAY 5o

£y
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D, C,

_ M.

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British

T Govt., State Degt *3£_| 3-29-18
’ L Ilﬂ L] w A
—a By & HiFaris 1@HF 5107

Page 2. XXXIC 41 from London 3/29

This advantage would be additional to any kiplings or
maimings, some of which might be hoped for each month

since there are never less than six U-Boats going or com-

| ing through the area to be patrolled.

3. In view of the very heavy sinkings still

occurring on your side to which convoy when organized can

|| only be partial remedy, Admiralty are pressing to allocate

| four and later on six bomber squadrons to this new Biscay

patrol., On merits I am most anxious to meet their wish.
4, On the other hand the need to bomb Gernanyps

great. Our new method of finding targets is yielding

lnost remarkable results. However our bombing force has

Enut expanded as we hoped. We have had a heavy disappoint-

ment in a structural defect with the wing tips of the
Lancasters which requires laying up four squadrons of our
latest and best for several months. Just at the time
when the weather is improving, when Germans are drawing
away flak from their cities for their offensive against

Russia, when you are keen about our bombing U-Boat nests,

| when the oil targets are especially attractive, I find

FLEORS-FATD. ~ANDEstam RALEE BODN 0. INE.  RARGERE FALLE.B.T,
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

To

Page 3. XXXC 41 from London 3/29

it very hard to take away these extra six squadrons
from bomber command in which Harris is doing so well.

5. Arnold had arranged at your orders to send

| the first installment of United States Bomber Groups

to England arriving in July. Can you not manage to

expedite TMMS? Never was there so much good work to

| be done and so few to do it., We must not let our summer

y
air attack on Germany decline into a second rate affair,

| Everything is ready for your people here and there are

targets of all kinds, from easy to hard, to work up om
in contact with the enemy. Even a hundred American heavy

bombers working from this country before the end of May

| would 1ift our air offensive to the proper scale and enable

me to spare the six squadrons now for the Biscay patrols.

-

PRIME

AEGRADED UHCLASSIFICD by Bviilch
Govt., Stato Dept. tel., 3-2U-Td

By R. H. Farke J.Jntm AY 51972

RLEFES D A EITECAN BALLE BOR OO hAD_BESLSES Faiis B T
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‘_ _Cabhlegram AC-4
Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

March 31, 1942

ra ﬂ'z’! E. M-
ondon h

Ta__T_h_E:naJ.dan_t_nf_th.L.ﬂni.tﬂd States
The White House

No. 42, March 31st. :;"g- ~Hht;::kiﬂpt nt::. 3-29.72

Former Naval Person to President Personal anﬁjIw 5 1972
|g——t. No. sixty one.
Para 1. Air attack on Malta is very heavy. There
are now in Sicily about four hundred German and two
Ihundrad Italian fighters and h;nhars. Malta can only
now muster twenty or thirty serviceable fighters. We
|keep fedding Malta with Spitfires in packets of sixteen
loosed from Eagle carrier from about six hundred mils
west of Malta.

This has worked a good many times quite well but

Eagle is now lald up for a month by defects in her

|steering gear. There are no Spitfires in Egypt. Argus
is too small and too slow and moreover she has to provide
the fighter cover for the Carrier launching the Spitfires
and for the escorting force. We would use Victorious

but unfortunately her 1lifts are too small for Spitfires.
Therefore there will be a whole month without any Spit-
1tirﬂa reinforcements.

L
Para 2., It seems likely from extraordinary enemy

concentration on Malta that they hope to exterminate our

Air Defense in time to reinforce either Libya or their
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Foom 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

M.
REGRADED UNCLAESIFTED bty Eritish

Govt., State Deps. tal., 3-20-T72
To By R. H. Parke Date Mm' 5 1972

Page two of No. 42 froﬁdiundon 3/31,

Russian offensive. This would mean that Malta would be
at the best powerless to interfere with reinforcements
|of armour to Rommel, and our chances of resuming
offensive against him at an early date ruined.

Para 3, Would you be willing to allow your
Carrier Wasp to do-one of these trips provided details
are satisfactorily agreed between the Naval Staffs,
With her broad lifts, capacit.y and length, we estimate
that Wasp could take fifty or more Spitfires. Unless
it were necessary for her to fuel Wasp could proceed
through the straits at night without calling at
Gibraltar until on the return journey as the Spitfires
would be embarked in the Clyde.

Para 4, Thus instead of not being able to give
'Malta any further Spitfires during April a powerful
Spitfire force could be flown into Malta at a stroke
and give us a chance of inflicting a very severe and
possibly decisive check on enemy. Operation might take
place during third week of April.

Prime.

(1

WABITER W= PRI ~ANERIGAA SALLE BSGK CO.,INE,, WIASARE FOLLE BT,
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 1, 1942.
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Captain McCrea called to say
that the Chiefs of Staff sent to the Fresi-
dent a memorandum from the P.M., dated
March 24th, having to do with the delinea-
tion of the theatres of war. Have you seen

it?

His e g hota,




B s = — . —

1 av
ed 1246 4 ° - AC-4
— Cablegram
Received at the War Department Message Center
Reoom 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washingten, D. C.
o _ April 1, 1942
8:32 P, M.
ndon
To_The President of the United States
The White House, S e i e A
i Govt.. State Dept. tel., 3-29-T2
No, 43, April 1st, 1942, By R. H. Parks Date

To President from Former Naval person personal and

No. sixty two.

Delighted by your letter of March eighteen just

received, I am so grateful for all your thoughts about my
iaffairs, and personal kindness. Our position here has
always been quite solid but naturally with nothing but

isaster to show for ones work people were restive in

iParliament and the Press, I find it very difficult to get
over Singapore but I hope we shall redeem it ere long.

Dickies show at 5t Nazaire, though small in scale, was
=§ery bracing. For your personal and Secret eye. I made
him Vice Admiral, Lieutenant General and Air Marshal some
_fau weeks ago, and have put him on the Chiefs of Staff

Committee as Chief of Combined Operations. He 1& an

bqull member attending whenever either his own affairs or
the General Conduct of the war are under consideration.

?e will be in the centre of what you mention on the second
page of your letter, Paragraph three. I am looking forward

ito receiving your plan. We are working very hard here, not

pnly at plans but at preparations, .
— - P S s RALRE BN OB I EARELRE PRALE WY \
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C,

M.

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
e Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-29-72
BYy W H. Puvl: Dats

= . e ]

Page two of No. 43 from London, 4/1,

Your last paragraph on page one, Speaking as one
amateur to another, my feeling is that the wisest stroke
for Japan would be to press on through Burma northwards
into China and try to make a job of that. They may disturb
India, but I doubt its serious invasion, We are
"sending forty to fifty thousand men each month to the East.
As they round the Cape we can divert them to Suez, Basra,

Bombay, Ceylon or Australia. I have told Curtin that if
he is seriously invaded, by which I mean six or eight
enemy divisions, we will come to his aid. But of course
this could only be at the expense of the most urgent needs
in the other Theatres. I hope you will continue to give
Australia all possible reinforcement and thus enable me
to defend Egypt, the Levant and India successfully. It
will be a ahrd task,

We cannot send any more submarines from the Meditter-
| ranean to the Indian Ocean and dispose only of two British
;and four Dutch. We are much stronger now at Ceylon and
| are fairly equipped with Garrisons, Hurricanes, some

Torpedo planes and RDF, together with pretty stiff flak,

Admiral Somervilles fleet is growing to respectable

B2 DI FATE ~ANIRICAN LALED BOOR CS.,VNC, WILEARE FALLE W, T,

‘----f
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

= RECRADED DNCLASSIFIFD b= British
3 ., Btate Dapt. ts..,_a-zg_?g
s g'gjltf._'ﬂn._?mﬂ- Dats MAT b

Copies furmished os moled: Page three of No, 43 from London, 4/1,

proportions, and it may be an opportunity of fighting an
action will occur. Meanwhile operation Ironclad is going
ahead., This also concerns Dickie a ggod deal. Altogether
1 hope we shall be better off in the Indian Ocean in a
little while, and that the Japanese will have missed their

opportunity there.

It seems important to make the Japanese anxious for
their numerous conquests and prevent them scraping to-
gether troops for further large excursions. 1 should be

very glad to know how your plans for Californian Commandos

are progressing. I see some hints that Donovan is working 1
at them.

All now depends upon the viﬁt Russo German struggle.
It luwﬁs as if the heavy German offensive may not break un-
til after the middle of May or even the beginning of June.
We are doing all we can to help and also to take the weight
off. We shall have to fight every convoy through to
Murmansk. Stalin is pleased with our deliveries. They
| are due to go up fifty percent after June and it will be

very difficult to do this in view of the new war and also

i 1y the weather is holding us back from
Aciias Cove of shipping. Only ”5' I

RN SRR - RN AN BEOE ©F. IRD, BIAERL FALLE. WY, i i _-I he
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Received at the War Department Meszage Center
Reoom 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

ey il EE 7

RESHADED UFCLASSIFIED by British

Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-29-73

Tﬂ B’ R- H- Pﬂk' Dﬂ.tﬂ H,El.‘f %1’.""'

Page four of No, 43 from inndcn, 4/1,

continuous heavy bombing attack on Germany. Jur new
methods are most successful. Essen, Cologne and above all
Lubeck were all on the Coveantry Scale. I am sure it is
most important to keep this up all through the summer,

' blasting Hitler from behind while he is grappling with the
Bear. Everything that you can send to weight our attack
will be of the utmost value. At Malta also we are con-
taining, with much hard fighting nearly six hundred German
and Italian planes., I am wondering whether these will
move to the South Russian front in the near future. There
iare many rumors of an air borme attack on Malta, possibly
this month.

Having heard from Stalin that he was expecting the
Germans would use gas on him, I have assured him that we
shall treat any such outrage as if directed upon us, and
:will retaliate without limit. This we are in a good
position to do. I propose at his desire to announce this
towards the end of the present month and we are using the
interval to work up our own precautions. Please let all the

above be absolutely between ourselves,
b

Averell is a great help here. - He had a remarkable

SLEIMONe-FATE. ~ANCRICAN BALENW DO0E OO, IWE_ MIASEEA TALLE. N r\
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From

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

I'n
L)

To

Copies furnished as noled:

Action Copy

Page five of No. 43 from London, 4/1,

success with the House of Commons Committee three hundred
strong in a most powerful, convincing speech. We shall
be very glad to have Wihant back, everybody is inspired
by him. I am personally extremely well, though I have
felt the weight of the War rather more since 1 got back
than before.

My wife anfi I both send our kindest regards to you

Iand Mrs. Roosevelt., Perhaps when the weather gets better

I may propose myself for a weekend with you and flip over.

We have so much to settle that would go easily in talk.

Prime.

REGRADED UMCLASSIFIED Ly Eritish
Govt., Btate Dept. tel., 3-28-72
By R. H. Parks Date MAY 5]9?2

FEEIFORE=PATE ~ANENICEN BALER BODK O, URC, KISGANE uu“
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D16 __Cablegram CSWD
filed 440p/2

ETT Received at the War Department Message Center

Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.
PRIORITY April 2, 1942

11:49 A, A

To_The President of The United States h

Tha White House

From_ - London

s e o No. XXXC 44 April 2nd, 1942

To President personal and =™ no. 63. Your
it
no. 129, Delighted Harry and Marshall are coming.
Looking forward to their arrival and the sooner the
better. Considering that everything turns on avail-
ability of naval forces and shipping we should

greatly welcome King coming toe. From former naval

person,

Prime

e

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-20-72

Action Copy 67

REGIPORW-FATE ~ANTRICAR SALid BOOR €5, PRC, WISGARE FELLE B. Y.
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Filed 4th 135P Racaived

Cablegram

AC-4

at the War Department Message Center

Reom 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

From London

April 4, 1942

8:50 AM M.

ToThe

President of the United States

w‘ !‘

The
Copies furnished as noted: No. XXXC 45
Former

Your 131,

Action Copy

| Ui

White House

April 4th

Naval Person to President No. 64.
—

Fully agree.

Prime

171
DED UNCLASH
ﬁiﬁﬁf, gyate Deph- tel
By R. B.

Parks

pateMAY 51572

BigIFORW-FAYS ~AWINPLAN dd0id Goon

BB, NG, RIAGERE FALLE.E.T,
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filed 618p/7 Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

April 7. 1942
L 12:35 par

From__ London

To__The President of United States

Coples furnished ar woled:
No. 46 Seventh

Former Naval person to President personal and

“semmad number 65.

According to our information 5 and possibly 6
Japanese Battleships, probably including 2 of 16
inch Guns, and certainly 5 Aircraft Carriers, are
operating in the Indian Ocean. We cannot of course
make head against this Force, especially if it is
concentrated. You know the composition of our Fleet.
The 4 Roger class Battleships were good enough, in
jcombination with the others, to meet the 3 Kongos,
which was all we believed were over on our side.

They cannot of course cope with modernized Japanese
Ships. Even after the heavy losses inflicted on the
enemys Aircraft in their abortive attack on Colombo,
we cannot feel wure that our 2 Carriers would beat
the 4 Japanese Carriers concentrated South of Ceylon.
The situation is therefore one of grave anxlety.

It is not yet certain whether the enemy is making
a mere demonstration im the Indian Ocean or whether
these movements are the prelude to an invasion in
force of Ceylon. In existing circumstances our Naval
Forces are not strong enough to oppose this.

. As you must now be decidedly superior to the
'/enemy Forces in the Pacific, the situation would
seem to offer an immediate opportunity to the United
States Pacific Fleet which might be of such a nature
as to compel Japanese Naval Forces in the Indian
Ocean to return to the Pacific, thus relinquishing
or leaving unsupported any invasion enterprise which
they have in mind or to which they are committed. I
cannot too urgently impress the importance of this
upon you.

Looking forward to receiving Harry.

MD UNCLASSIFIED
|~ Govt., State Dept. t by Britis
Action Copy BY B. §_j . ﬂ..! 8-29.7

D I T R A “pﬁ L 5 E?z
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April 8, 1%42,

PRESTNENT TO ¥R. HOPKINS PEZPSONAL AND il

TYE SITUATION SET FORTE IN YOUR HOSTS XT'MREER &5 IS5 3RTY: MET BY
EXPEDTTING MOVEMENTS. ALREADY TN HAND WEICH SHOULD TEED TC SIVE SOME
RELIEF FROM CTMRRENT PRESSITRE TN CRITICAL AREA OF ENEMY WAVAL CONMCEN-

TRATTON

ROOSEVELT
4- §- U2

%M;'é@ﬁ%

7 gty AW o

i 5 LRI

By Deruiy Jrehivled nf tha U.B. |
»y AR 11072 ..

By W. J. Btoest Dot Fona o i




April B, 1942.

mrmmwrm@ AND
OV [H05T§
THESIWLTIOHSETFDREIH“HUIBH 65‘ IS BEING MET BY EXFEDITING MOVEMENTS

&mm!memmmmmmummmmmmm
%&J AREA OF ENEMY NAVAL CONCENTRATION

DIECLARRIFIED
BY Deputy Archivist of the 0.8.

4 ST

By ¥. J. Btevart DatdlBR e -
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg.. Washington, D. C.

April 7, 1942

To pPresident of the Uinited States
The White House

Cablegram - ac-4

mdon

No 47 April 7, 1942
Former naval person to President gg#ﬁﬁ 8th.

Since I sent you my number 65 of 7th I have
received the following from Deputy Cinec at Colombo.
Begins: Captain of Gandara and survivors of Gandara
| and Dardamus (2 merchant ships sunk in Bay of Bengal)
I report ships were sunk by 2 heavy and 1 light cruiser,
| modern type. Previously reported as 2 battleships
and 1 cruiser, Position 16 degrees North 82 degrees
20 minutes east at 0220 Z on the 6th., Further par-
ticulars to confirm identity are beinpg sought.

Position therefore seems somewhat easier. Will

keep you informed of every change. Both Dorsetshire

and Cornwall, 10,000 ton 8 inch cruisers were sunk

same day south of Ceylon by from 40 to 60 dive bomb-

ers each armed with 1 large bomb, There are 1100

survivors,
Hoping to see Harry and Marshall today,

Prime

UNCLASSIFIED by Britien
t.} Btate Dept. tel., 3-20-73

RS- AR iR SELEN BPTE OB VR SESRAEE FeLid @ .
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WAR DEPARTMENT

A P‘\t OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF
/ WASHINGTON

April 7, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Modicum perty started on second stage of
journey at 5:00 A.M. today after a delsy of forty-eight
hours due to engine trouble and weather conditions.
Should reach ultimate destination early tomorrow

morning.

Secretary,General Staff.

ankitn D. Poosevelt Library
o e A il oy :

I
rato- MAR 11972

tipmacire- g,

:JJ

_———

- - 0986



MEV PLAIN
London
pated April 8, 1942

Rec'd 9:12 a.m,

Secretary of State,

Washington.

TRIPLE FRIORITY

1690, eighth,

Mr. Hopkins, General Marshall and party
arrived in London this afterncon. They &re
holding & joint press conference &t sSeven-

fifteen London time tonight.

MATTHEWS
NPL

'!
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DH London

This telegram must be .

closely paraphrased be= Dated April 95,1942
fore being communicated

to anyone. (MC) Rec'd 5:52 a.m.

Secretary of State,

VWeshington.

RUSH

1712, April 9, noon.

@AW D FERSONAL FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM
MR. HOPETINS,

"Marshell and I saw the Prime Minlster yes=
terday morning for two hours et Downling Street.
Marshall laid cut fully the purpose of our vlailt,
The Prime Minister's responsg was geod and I would
say indicates that the proposal will be explored
here sympathetically and I belleve successfully.
We dined lest night with Churchill, Attlee, General
Brooke cnd Eden. Some further progress was mede.
Morshell meeting chiefs of staff all dey todoy.
Churchill has just sent for me to dlscuss Indin
ond I will wire or telephone you immediantely
after I have talked with him. All well. Harry."

MATTHEWS

e v

RDS - aiwley of the U.B.

By Depa’y *

MAR

1872

By ¥. 3. Btovart Dato
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D 16 < Cablegram f CSWD

filed 2:47am/11

ett Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C,
April 10, 1942
9:28 P. )
From London

T, The President of The United States ‘ -

The White House

No, XXXC 48, April 11, 1942 %o ¢1,
To President Personal and _—/
Have just received following from Cripps: 1 have
tonight received long letter from Congress President
stating that Congress is unable to accept proposals,
Rejection on widest grounds and not solely on defense

issue although it indicates that while Congness would

agree that Commander-in-Chief should have freedom to

control conduct of the war and connected activities as
A
Commander-in-Chief and war member proposed formula left

8 | | functions of defense member unduly restricted. Main
IJ %! ground of rejection 1s however that in the view of
E E Congress there should be jmmediately a National
EE Eg ‘Government and that without Constitutional changes
(5 | there should be "definite assurances in conventions
g:l %' ! which would indicate that new government would funetion
= as a Free Government and members of which would act as

members of a cabinet in a Constitutional Government".
Letter also states that picture of proposed immediate
arrangements is not essentially different from old

ones "the whole object which we have in view that is

Action Copy ]| ’

et

BLAITERE TN A WERICAN BALEE REON GB. . FRD WEREARE FALLE B ¥
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C,

M.
To e
pies furnizhed as noled: No, XXXC 48, April 11, 1942 Page 2

REGRADED
UNCLASSIFIED

__Action Copy

to create a new psychological approach to the people
to make them feel that their own national freedom had
come, that they were defending their new won freedom,
would be completely frustrated when they saw this old
picture again which is such that Congress cannot fit
into it."

There is clearly no hope of agreement and I shall
start home on Sunday.

He is broadcasting at 2030 I, S, T today Saturday.
1 feel absolutely satisfied we have done our utmost

and have sent Cripps the following telegram:

You have done everything in human power and your
tenacity, perseverance and resourcefulness have proved
how great was the British desire to reach a settlement.
You must not feel unduly discouraged or disappointed
by the results. The effect throughout Britain and in
The United States has been wholly beneficial. The fact
that the break comes on the broadest issues and not on
tangled formulas about defense is a great advantage.

I am very glad you are coming home at once, where a

RLE PRS- FaT R ~HEL AR REL O BEE o8 R BeR s PRl B T
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

To R

No. XXXC 48, April 11, 1942 Page 2
most cordial welcome awaits you., Even though your
hopes have not been fulfilled, you have rendered a
very important service to the common cause and the
foundations have been laid for the future progress
| of the peoples of India. From former Naval Person
no. 67.

S

Prime

REGRADED _
uanp.SmE BB

BEP PR AR AR A AL LT PEE T S SEALGEE FRlLE B F
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IT IS PLACED IN THIS FILE
AT THE REQUEST OF THE
PRESIDENT.
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FALR Received at the War Department Message Center

Room 3441 Munitions Bldg.. Washington, D. C.
URCENT Aprii 11, 194

————— —7:55 A M.

LONDON

Ta THE PREEIDENT CF THE UNITED STATES

No. 48 April 11, 1942

From Mr. Harry Hopkins to the President most
imrediate andeseseesssms® Had very satisfactory
discussion last night between former Kaval person.
Pound, Erooke, Portal, Marshall and myself. Feel
sure that our hain business here is going to
turn out satisfactorily. Former Naval person
asking Marshall and me to meet with Cabinet Monday
with Defense Ministers and Chiefs of Staff Tuesday
night at which time T believe the matter will be
decided definitely and after which former Nawal

person will undoubtedly pet in direct touch with

J.: you. We are meeting Leathers this noon to discuss
shipping and all its implications. Further military
| conferences tonight. Everybody here preatly i
disappointed at turn of events in India, but all
believe thnt a fair effer was made and that no stone
was left unturned to reach agreement. Quite apparent

that further nepotiations by Cripps would be futile.

DECLASSIFIED
‘ By Deputy Archivist of the U.8.
- : By X. 1. Stewart DasghA!_ 5197,

~0933



Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg,, Washington, D, C.

b

To

Page 2 No. 49 from London

Will you have someone telephone Diana and
tell her that Marshall has pot me under control.
All here send you their warm regards. Am not
allowed to discuss weather, but my heavy under-

wear itches like the devil.

PRIME

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archivist of the U.S.

By ¥. J. Stewart Dat L
MY 51972
e

SREFRR - AR AR RICEE RALUW BOOE 08, il EendeEs SallE B ¥
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DI 3 1 CABLEGRAM A ]
filed 350/12 !

v Reccived at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

April 12, 1942

s o pe 10:17 A .
From___ LOKDON o -

Copics furnishd asmeted: N, 50, April 12th, 1942.

Former Naval Person to President personal
and secret No €68.

I h;ve read with earnest attention your
masterly document about future of the war and the
great operations proposed. 1 am in entire agreement
in principle with all you propose, and so are the Chiefs
of Staff. We must of course meet day to day emerpencies
in the east and far east while preparing for the main
lstroke. All the details are being rapidly examined and
preparations where action is clear have already begun.
Fhe whole matter will be discussed on evening of Tuesday,

ithe 14th, by Defense Committee, to which Harry and Marshall

are coming, and I have no doubt that I shall be able to

send you our complete apgreement.

REGRADED
UNCLASSIFIED

| I may say that I thoupght the proposals made

for an interim operation in certain contingencies this
lyear met the difficulties and uncertainties in an abso-

lutely sound manner. If, as our experts believe, we

Daolsssifes #

Nution Cpy Y S ek

SRR R AR AN BALEE BEOE (8. iRE . BIGEARL PELAE BT, “. ___5_-".__| [

@t [ dfecan

0995



From

1‘ o+

Received at the War Department Message Center
Reom 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

To

Copies furnished a5 noled:

IED

CLASSL

REGRADED

UN

Action Copy

Page 2 No. 50 from London, April 12, 1842

can carry this whole plan throuph successfully, it
will be one of the grand events in all the history

of war.

About 3 AM this morning, the 12th, when contrary

to your instructions Harry and I were still talking,

~thetext of vour message to me abeout India eame through

frem Londen. T could not decide such a matter with-
lout convening the Cabinet. which was not physically
possible till Monday. Meanwhile Cripps had already
left and all the explanations have been published by
fboth =ides. In these circumstances, Harry undertock
to telephone to you explaining the position, but owing
to atmospherics he could not get through. He is poing

|
to telephone you this afternoon and also cable you a

report .

You know the weight which I attach to everything
vou say to me. but T did not feel I could take respon-
[ihility for the defence of Tndia if everything has

gain to be thrown into the me#ing pot at this criticil

Sl

FUBIFORN-FATE <AWLRICAR SLLES §30K €. /8E. .Illpljlt FELLR N Y.
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Received at the War Department Measage Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

From

To

Copies furnished ar moled:
Page 3 No. 50 from London., April 12, 1542

juneture. That I am sure would be the view of
€abinet and of Parliament. As your telegram. was
addressed to former Navel Person I am keepinp it

as purely private, and T do not propose to bring it
before the Cabinet officially unless vou tell me

you wish this done. Anything like a serious dif-
ference between you and me would break my heart and
surely deeply injure both our countries at the height
of this terrible struggle.

Prime

REGRADED
UNCLASGIFIED

Action Copy

FLRRA R AR AT BALEE NOOE §5. 0RE. AREARE PEiLE BT,
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D Londcn

This teleprom must bBE

clcsely percphresed be=- Dated Lpril 14, 1942
fore being communicated

to enycne. (NC) Rec'd 7118 n.me

Sgcrctery cf Stcote,

Wnshingten,

TRIPIE FRIGRITY. B
1823, ipril 14, 1 p.m.
@ :»»> PcRSON.L FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM

HOPKINS .
Hoeve you cny news from Stelin ond is there

anything you went to sey to me if cnd in Cr.SE reports

trE true thet Lewvel 18 brek in power?

M.TTHEWS

TECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archivist of the U.8.

By 5. 3. Stewart patoMAR 2 1972
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CLPLEGRAM AC4

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C,

Anril 14, 1842

234 P M.

From___fmembassy Tendon

Tp.  DNTNUS Tashn.

Copies furmished as noted: No. 51. Anril 14th. 19042

Taleirﬁm from Mr Harry Hopkins te the Tresident.

Shirpine losses in Yestern Nerth Atlantic during
neriod Jonuary 12th te Avpril 12th of United Netions
tonnaee are 1, 200 000 pross tons., Of this more than
half are tankers, Turing the rast week we have lost
in the same area 150 000 tons, of which 108 000 tons
were tankers, It seems toc me that the ships we are
losing are in the main far more important than the
carpoes, We are going to need all of these shins
desperately in the next few months.

British are agreable to reducing stocks to
make sure that ships are not sunk, and it seems
to me that we should be able to do the same thing.
In other words, unless the cargoes arc abscolutely
essential the shirs should nct be rermitted to sail
until our new scheme comes into operation next
month. T doubt very much that anything shert of
convey is going to do this iob. and risking further
shirs without reasconably sure yrotection is the
wrong roliey, I should feel somewhat differently
about this if every carge wos absolutely essential
te the war effort durine the next few weeks, but
if the Pritish coan give up cargoes temporarily T am
sSure we can. :

" I helieve the bad effeect on the ecrew, not only
of shirs in this ares but cther areas as well, cannot

w{% |/ be over estimated, Tt is'moing te be very difficult

] to Feenm these men at work if the sinkings continue,
fﬁﬁ;L de}F nartienlarly when they have no escort or other shirs
; in comrany, Stetement by Fnox that submarine menace

(5{ G Eﬁzikil will be in hand by May 1st imnresses me ns being a
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Received at the War Department Message Center

L
. Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.
April 314, 1042

Action Copy

M.
From = Tondon
To_  TOTUS
Cogdes furnished az poled: “ﬂg(‘* 9 WNo, 51. ! 1_"1"i 1 14th,. 1042
very unwise statement 2t this time, 1 cannot im-

press uron you teo strongly the ecncern which nll

here have in regard to this matter. This is aonly
natural hecause this island is seo dependent on "
imports and they reslize full well the sirnificance

of these sinkings to the future of the war.

I need not dwell on the importance of every
rossible ship to vs during the coming month=., T had
nlanned te nostpone a discussien of fh]q until T
could see vou. but the matter seems to me to be of
such urgency that T decided to take it by cable.

rime

DECLASSIFIED
By ﬂapnty Archiviet of the 0.3,

By V. J. Stewart nate AR 2 1972
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By Mathority of Qﬁ'ﬂéﬁ

From: London 1972
To:  iiidd, anﬂ"Ll
Ko. 2388, April 1ith, 1942,

Rritish Chiefs of Staff have just submitted commentsz on
cur proposal. From Earahall to MeNesrney urgent. in sabg<ancs,
there ie complote egreement 28 to 1043 and as to speed up of
rreparations of bozts, asseably of US troops and plienes, in--
itiating alr offensive thiam surmer and ipcreas«c in frequerey
and size of raids "If Russia i3 heing defeated we may be
compeiled to make supreme effort to draw off German forcaes
from the Eastern ¥Pront. This situation may arisze at any
time after June. 1t therefore follows that the socner Amori
can air forces, fad particularly American omber=, arrive in
thie country the g rezter will be our chance of succesgsful
zetion. The subssouent arvivel of Aserican land forcea would
enable vs to reinforce the expeditionary forcez np the Con-
tinent, if we sucieed in establishing a bridgel -ag".

Following thm genaral presentatior is the fellowiag z2s
part two ¢f ithe paper: Heasures vhich must be taken con-
currantly with our preparation to go or the Contiment.

VYie wish to poiat out that the action again=t Germany
29 outlined in the previoue paragraphs may be eatirely
vitiated unlesn v teke the necessiry steps to hold Jepan .
in the meantime.

The extent aud rapldity of the Japancse acrance has
pleced ue in B perilous poaltion in India, the Tndian Doenn
and Cocylon. But despite the encrumous Sritish interesta 1r-
volvyal, we sbould not on the long view feel Bo concerned -t
the Japarese advaice, were it not for the results it migh!
have vn cur abliii:y to defeat Germeny. We cannot afford
that Japan should obtein coatrol of tho waters in the Wes es*'n
part of the Indinn Ocean as it would have the Jollowing resalts;

FOTE
s

THR AMEWER TC TUTS VESSAGE 18 MC. 133 FRC¥ TYE PRESIDENT
R. HOPYINE PO TUE FOTVER WAVAL PEPSON
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Fage & Ho. 2068 Feom London April 14, 1942

(A) Ve should be unable to sustalin our forces In the Hiddla
East. Germany would thea be able to get access to the oil of
Iraq end Irzn and to the raw meterizals cf the East, and so be
greatly fortified for a very long struggle. (E) Fe should

lose cur oil supplies from Abedan. This would be & major dis-
aster since the oll which we ard Australia obtelnm from the
Persien znd Iraq 011 Fielde cannot be replaced from clsewhere
owing to shortapge of tankers. (C) The Southern supply route to
Russie would bte cnt. This route is likely to b: of increasing
importance as eneny attacks on the Northera route increase,. e
have plenty of evidence that the Germzn= have every intention c¢f
bringing 2 heavy rcale of surfice, U boat and alr =atfack ugainst
the Fertherr route this summer. (D) Turkey wo:ld unguestionabiy
fall on easy prey to the Axis enabling enemy naval forces to
enter the Black Sea and so %urn the Russian pasition ia the
Caucasus. This might lead directly and aquickly to the dowin-
fall of cur Ruesisn ally.

¥e do not possess enough paval forces, evea leaving the
barest mioumum for our vital commitwertis ia hom: waters to
meet the Japanese forces already opersting in the Indian
Ocean; not to mention those which mzy be added to them. Ve
are alsc very short of zireraft in this theatre.

fiecordingly we most urpgently require American naval
assisiance unless the action by the United States Pacific
Fleet can be such as to ensure that the Japanes2 cannot
operaie strong forces in the Indian Uecean; the only alter-
native is tre UBA to send us capital ship and alrcraft
carrier reintforcerents, together with their comnlement of
cruisere and destiroyers, so thet cur Eaztern Flizet may he
Bay be reinforced to such an extent that the Japansse will
not doare chailenge it in these waters.

Similarly we urgenily require American Alr Forces,
particularly air striking forces, ir the Iandian theatre, in
order that we may ensure the control of sea copuunications
in the waters around Cevlon and or the East corat of Indig,
These are required botk to seacure our naval bar2 at Ceylon
and %o prevent the enemy acquiring rositions In Sourthern
India from which they could threaten this basa. Alrcraft
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Page three Ho. 2398 From London April 14th, 1842

tather than perscanel are our primary immediste requirement .”

Have Eimenhower and Arnold consider this immediately.
Also place it in the hande of Admiral King. Try and get to
me as quickly as poesible your apprecistion and a proposed
reply for me.

fel One of the paper will be cabled later today imcluding
the annex.

dHcClure
ACTIOR COPY: OPD
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ADM. KING
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Foom Amerbesay Loandon DBuglaad
To: Milid G-2

No. 2400, April 14, 1942,

The following ie pert L and annos of "Chiel= of Staf:
Committoe Comments on Gonersl Harehalls Memorsndum™ mentioned
in my number 2398, From Marshall to ilclaraey urgent.

A il. Ve bave read with great iniereat and are in goneral
agreement with your outline plan for cperations in Western
Europe. It fits in with the way we had been thinking and
the opportunity efforded by your visii for exsainstion of the
plan by ycur and our staffe, in close and frapnk comsulatation
has, we think, been invalusble. We should like this close
consultation to continue in London,

We agree with the Parsmount importance of keeping Russia
in the field, and that Western Furope i3 the wmost suitable
théatre for a major offensive against Gersany by the cogbined
Yorcen of the United Stetee of Amarica and Great PAritain.

There 13, therefore, identity of outloos betweem us both cn the
short and long term view.

As regarde the long torm view, w2 entirely agree that
pians should be prepared for major opsrations on the continent
by American and British forces in 1943 on the lines proposed

in your paper, It Is important that 20 time should be lost
in concerting the necessary plans, and your paper provides =

most valuable besis for their preparation. We sleo agree that,
subject to the necessary moasures belag token te hold Japaes
(see paragraphs 13th to 15th below), sverything shouid be
concantreted on the mein object, ie the defeat of Germany.

ROTE: THE ANSWER TC THIS MESSANR IS NO. 133 FROV THE
PFESIDEET TC MR, HOPEINS FOR T FORNER WAVAL PTRSON
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From embasay London Fugland.
To: Hi_;i.ﬁ-g_: i 5
Ro. 2400, April 14, 1842, Paga 2

As regards the short {exrm view, rve feel that we may hnve sn
oportunity, indeed thei we may be compelled (for fhe reascus
given ip paragraph 5) To tanke soms reilon on the contimernt thie
year (i942). Bince the wenther bresk: before the end of
September, any such operatlion must taie place sufficientls
eerly to ensure the capiture of a port oz the continent by ihe
3rd week in September at lotest. In ather Words, the operatioan
must be launched in Auvgust at lsteet. Ye recognize that
subatantinl American land forces czpnot reach the United
Kipgdom in time to take part in opera’tions on the comiineni
until September, and therefore that the bulk of auy land furces
which are engaged in any operation belore that date will have
te be British. FHRevertheless, any Anme:ican forces, particularly
air forces, which can arrive in time %o cooperate would b=
of the greatest value, and might make the differerce hetwsmn
success and fallure. The reasons are afg follows !

Our mction in 1942 will be governed by the situetlion ia
Bugsia. this may develop in any of the 3 following ways!
(A) Rusgia 1s being defasted; (B) Rusuin is holding Germany;
{(C) Pussiz i=s winning. These alierpa:ives sre discuseed
serietim in the paragraphe that follow,

6. If Russia is baing defeated, wo may be compelled o
make & puprems effort ta draw off Gernan Forces from the
Bsstern Front. This situation might nrise any time after
June. It thaorefore follows that the tooner American Air
Forces, and particulsrly heavy bombers, arrive in thie
country the greater will be our chanco of successful metloz,
The subseguent srrival of American land forces would enable
us to reinforce the expaditionary force on the cootinent, if
wve had succeocded in estsblishing 2 Bridpehead. But evem 13
the Russians were to collspse befors the American forces had
crogsed over, thay would be invalvahle to strengthen the
defenses of this country ogainst the ‘nvasion which we belilnva
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From Amegpbisg, lapdos, ipgland

vorld lnevitskly fellow,

if Bample is holdinoy Gormany, 1t i difficult to coe in pdvanoe
wraecisely veat was ghould do. ©Cn the 1 hand successful zetion
oy um on the econbinent might turn the ecale in favour of BRusnia
und expedlie nltimate victory. On the other hend, there might be
cuzh to b= pald for delaying such acélorn untii 1943. In the
Lieaht plaan, the German Army end prople wouwld by then ba much
weoker ng o rosmit of enduridng snother winter; 2adly the
dasger of a pre=ature and possibly abortive uprising by the
Petziot Armics would be avolded. 8Since, bowavsr, we must be prepard
oc¢ to meke mevion iu 1042, the early arrivel of Americsn Tovcas
is Jjrat as necesrary on ip the previsus caso.

If Hupeta ip wingnlag, wuch the samo argunents apply a2s
ie t€be laszt case, with tkis quslification thai 1f at any time
it becrme clear that Gormany wes or the point of ¢ollaps=,
we should not hegiiate to get oz the continent at once, Ameriecan
pertieipsiion iu such an anterprizo, whenevar it might oecevy,
wonld clesrly be o? the wreatest velue,

Thus, in =11 3 cmses, American Fovcea would be of tke
growiest valus, aotalthougk st thin stage it io not poesitble to
foreroe the preclpe circuanstanco or the precise manmner iz whieh
they would be omployed.

iIf you egree with our General conceptionm, we should be gliad
o errly iaformeitlon ae o the charscier and eatent of the
contribution which yop cculd make zveilable before September,
aind the eariiést datom by which the the varicus sir and Isnd
contingents could arrive. The wmost imporisnt requirements Tor
this couniry are transport airoraft mnd crows and parachute
batialions, while egually imporisct i1s an smdditional supply
of Rmorican fightera for the middle Emst to gmcble um to sssoxble
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2rom Ana:haﬁ* Lnndan Englhhd_
To: G=2:

Ho. mm.'nﬁril'mth, 1!5-;'2'. " Page 4
the necessery reserve of British fighturs in the United
Eingdom,

¥e cordially agree with your view thaat considerahlie truin-
ing in coabined operaticias i1a necessary hefore apy Torcas are
lsunched upnon opsrations on the covtinsat. Thie crn bsst be
done in this country.

Ae pn monex to this Perer, we have zet out the sieps whieh -
=a kave In hand to prepore curselves for the various contimgencies
which may arise in the mear future,

Annex: Sommary of sctior already balng teken or contenplated.

rn the firgt place, we havwe put ia hend the restorstion of
ong South Cosst Forts whioch hazd fallenm 1ato disuvse, and without
which no operaticns on &my copsideriblzs scnle cep he Ilaunched.

Ag a further atep, 1n additio=n to night sir attacks nhich
we sre delivering et tﬁe heort of Germamy, wo intend to cerry
out henvy day light raids on the consts of France and inlsnd
on the coniinent with views forcing the Germans to give beitle
and so subject their fighter forces io sovere wastege. By
doing this, we hope to plve positive sspisteance to the Euerians
on tho Zmatera Front by dravimg ofif German rcsarre Sircrauy
to the Weat.

We also intead to intensify hoth the scope and froguency of ou
onr asgboras and sirborne roide on the anemya comst line.

fle have in edditior studied very carefully =2ll oparation
for palziag o Pridgehead on tha congt of France.

Ecclure
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D Lenden

This telegrom must be

closely paraphresed be- Dated fpril 15, 1942
fore being communicated

to anyone. (MC) Rec'd 5:47 c.m.

Secretary of State,

Woshington.

TRIPIE PRICRITY.

1880, Jlpril 15, 12 ‘noon

W ;> FERSON.L FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM HOPKINS.

At long meeting last night of Defense Council,
Chiefs of Staff, former naval perscn, Harshall and I,
Britlsh Government agreed to our main proposal., I
imeging former navel person will cable you today.

Your message Number 133 getting ocur immediate attention.

MATTHE WS
KLFP

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archivist of the U.8.

By N. 3. Stewart pate MAR 21972
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washingten, D. C.

-April 15, 92

From__London

Te__POTUS
o | A ]
Copies furmished a5 wated: mm e
CLASSTIFI
XXC 52, April 15, 1942 ﬂnrt.,natata Dopt. ::'lhr ani-;:i;:
- » LI - -

4 o
From Former Naval Person to The President pefshna 5

and wesss nunber 69.

I must revert to the grave situation in the Indian
Ocean mentioned in my aumber 65, arrising from the fact
that tie Japaiese have felt ablle to detach nearly a
tudrd of their battle fleet and half their carriers,
w.lch force we are unable to mateh for several months.
The consequeiices of this may easily be: (A) The loss
of Ceylon. (B) Invasion of Eastern India with incal-
culable internal consequences to our whole war plan and
including the loss of Calcutta and of all cagtact with
the Chinese through Burma, But tils 1s only the be=-
glaning. Until we are able to fight a fleet action
there is no reason why the Japanese should not become
the dominating factor in the Western Indlan Ocean, This
would result in the collapse of our whole positlon in
the Middle East, not only becadsé*_c'f’the{ntarruptian
to our convoys to the Mlddle East and Indla, but also
because of the interruptions to the oil suipllies from

BEE PP PR AR LR LR BESE DB SND WIREGEE FRLLE B 7.
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C,

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Britigh

Govt., State Dept. tel —
W 5 : sy A=28.7 5 ——
Ey H. H. Parks D‘t"j ) “

To 51572

Page two XXXC 52, April 15, from London

Avadan, without which we cannot maintain our position
either at sea or on land in the Indian Ocean Area.
Supplies to Russia via the Persian Gulf would also be
cut, With so much of the weight of Japan thrown upon
us we have more thamn we can bear.

i We had hoped that by the end of April the American

: Paciflc Fleet would be strong enough to reoccupy Pearl
Harbor and offer some menace to the Japanese which they
would have tu consider seriously. At present there
geems to be no adequate restralnt upon Japanese move-
ments to the West. We are not sure m;gﬁgﬁg; whe ther
owing to the great distances even the reoccupation of
Pearl Harbor in force by the Unlted States Battle Fleet
would necesarily exerclse compulsive pressure upon the
Japanese High Naval.Command., We are deeply consclous of

the difficulties of your problem in the Pacific Area.

If you do not feel able to take speedy action which

will force Japan to concentrate in the Paclfic, the only
—— B _—_F—-_H—FFF_—H- — s —

;ﬁf out of the imcense perils which confront us would

BEMFORN=PATD. ~ANERICAN BALEN BODE 00 I8E. NIIGANE FULLE WY,
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

e e
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To h 1572

Page three XXXC 52, April 15, from London

seem to be to bulld up as qulckly as possible an amnle
force of modern capital ships and carrilers in the
Indian Ocean, By substituting one of the |} R repeat
Roger Class now at Kilindini for Malaya in Ironclad
it will be possible to send her back to Glbraltar and
for renown to reach Admiral Somerville before the end
of May. If you would consider sending North Carolina
and Ranger from Task Force 22 to join Somerville temp-
orarily, he would be provided with a force of three
long range capital ships and l carriers as well as the
i Rogers. In B or 9 weeks barring accidents we shall
ve better off, Illustrious should have joined Somer-
ville by the middle of May and Valiant in June. Nelson
| and Rodney will be on the way from England. Thus we
shall grow continually stronger and regain the power
to fight an action in the Indlan Ocean against any
detachment Japan may dare to make from the Pacific.
Alternatively if you preferred to place Nurtﬁ Caro-
1ina alongside Washington in Scapa # could send Duke

papitele-tit s —AEligan BELEE FEOE C0._Peg LEC TR



Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.
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Page four XXXC 52, April 15, from London

of York to Join Somerville in the Indian Ocean and
CAPETIWA to

Ranger could go direct tofjmeet her. The first method

Ilmproves our position a fortnight earlier, when days

may count.

We are most grateful to your for sending Washington
and her consorts to help us and for the invaluable work
Wasp 1s now doing.

It 1s also most important to have some American heavy
vombers in India. There are at present about 1l;, and
50 more are authorized., But none of these was able to
attack the Japanese Naval Forces last week., We have
taken everything from Libya which is possible without
ruining all pprospects of a renewed offensive, We are
sending every sultable aircraft to the East which can
be efficiently serviced out there, but withdut your aid
this will not be sufficient. Might I press you, Mr,
President, to procure the necessary decisions query.

I am sending you a separate message about our
memorable meeting with your envoys last night. We have

BUFITREE- T D ~AEDT I CAE BALEN SO0 O8 IRE, mIAEARE FELLY B V.
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C,

To -

Page five XXXC 52, April 15, from London

established the most intimate contacts w.th the United
States Army and Alr Force but as Har'r:.r will tell you

we are not nearly so closely linked up on the Naval
side., Yet all depends on this being successfully
handled in unison, I am therefore sending the First
Sea Lord back with General Marshall and Harry in

order that he may discuss with you and Adniral King

the vnmle_position and make long term plans. I hope
however that if you agree with either of the suggestions
for Naval movements made in paragraphs 3 and lj of this
message you will be able to have the necessary orders
given without waiting for his arrival. We cannot afford

to loge any time,

FRIME
g:mnrn LECLA %0 by Sritish
OvS., Btate Dent coq | Tikim
MAY 51972
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_ Cablegram

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

April 15, 192

To_POTUS

XXXc 53, April 15, 1942

Vo1~

Correction POTUS 52. In para lj change

to read "We could send Duke of York to join

Somerville in the Indlan Ocean and Ranger
could go direct to Capetosn to meet Her.

FRIME

1.

REGRADED UNCLASEIFIED by British

Govt. » State t.
By &. %, Mh”'P tel., 3-29-73

MAY 51972
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Cablegram AC-4
h 1010 aAM

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg.. Washington, D. C. '

April 16, 1942

4:30A M.

London

-_;-oThe rresident of the United States m
The White House L

No. XXXC 54 April 16th

Amendment to telegram from Former Naval Person
to President No, 69. Paragraph 2, sentence 3, first
5 words should read "we are not sure however".

Prime

URCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., State Mtt tal., B-Si.-'!'i

By R. B. Parks h“u“ 5 972
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

M APRIL 17 1942
: n Loom

LENDON

From

To GOVt., State Dept. tel., 3-20-72

By=Rs—H-—Farie T
Copies furnished as soted: s o 55 APRIL 17TH. S.'J?E

TCO PRESIDE “whiEginge /)0 PEISCNAL IO SEVENTY TARA ONE.
YOUR ENVOYS WILL TAXE BACK WITH THE' A FULL NOTE CF OUR
VEMCRARLE MEETING LAST TUESDAY AND A DETATLED
COLDEMNTARY ON YOUR PROPGSALS BY CUR CHIEFS GEL‘ STAFF.

I THINK, HOWEVER, THAT YOU WOULD WISH TO HAVE AT

ONCE A SHURT ACCOUNT OF THE CONCLUSIONS WHICH WESE
REACHED. PARA TWG. ‘

W WHOLEHEARTEDLY AGREER 'rl1J.;L YCUR COMNCEFTICN OF
CONCENTRATICN AGALKST TVE LALN EMNELY, AND WE

CORDIALLY ACCEFT YOUR PLAN WITH ONE BROAD QUALIFICATICH.
AL VCU WILL SEE FRO:U MY SIXTY NINE OF THE FIFTEENTH

| APRIL, IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT WE SHOULD FREVENT A
JUNCTION COF THE JAPANESE AND THE GERANS. CONSE HLL"..’"L"
A FPROFPORTICH CF CULRl COLBINED RESOURCES ¥UST, FUR THE

¥ v i 0 T
LHMEENT, BE SET

ASIDE 70 TALT THE JATANESE ADVANCE.

THIS POTNT WAS: FULLY DISCUSSED AT THE VEETIRG, AND
SRS - o e  Together
CARSHALL FELT CONFIDENT THAT WE HB% JL\JI.-DAF.:(J‘J'_DE

WEAT WAS NECESSATY FOR THE INDIAN OCEAN AND:- OTHER
THEATRES, AND YEI' GO RICHT AMEAD WITH YOUR LMAIN PROJECT,
PAIA THREZ. ThE CAVPAISH OF NINETEEN FORTY THIEE IS

STRAIGHTFURWALRD, ATD JE ARE STARTING JUIKT FLANS AlD

Action Copy

HEEIFORE-FRTE ~ANIRICEN BALED BOGE €0, /NG, . NESRANL FALLE B.F. W
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Received at the War Department Meassage Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.
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GRADED Uji LAS: IFIEC By £
To POTLS, “E +__ Staio Dept. tel., 3-28-78

By R. H. Parke Date fjny % 1077 ,

Cogies furnished as woled:

Action Copy

NO. XXXC 55 APRIL 17TH

PREPARATIONS AT ONCE. WE I'AY, HOWEVER, FEEL COMPELLED
TO ACT THIS YEAR., YOUR PLAN VISUALISED TiIS, BUT PUT
VID-SEPTEIDER AS THE EALIEST DATE. THINGS MAY EASIL
CO'E TC A IIEAD ZEFORE THEN STOP VARSHALL EXFIAINED
THAT YOU HAD BEEN RELUCANT TO PRESS FOR AN ENTERPRISE

THAT WAS FRIAUTHIT WITH SUCHE GRAVE RISES AMD DIRE
CONSELLENCES UNTIL ¥YCU COULD FAKE A SUBSTANTIAL AIR
CONTRIBUTICN; TUT HE LEFT US IN KO DOUBT THAT IF IT
WERE FOUND NETESSARY TC ACY FARLIER, YCU, 1R FRESIDENT,
WOULD EARNESTLY WISH TC THROW IN EVERY AVAILATLED

SCIAP CF HUCAN AMD VATERIAL RESCURCES. WE ARE

PRCCEEDING WITI! FLANS AND PREPADATIONS ON THAT DASIS.

¥ =T oar PEAKTING STV R OETY AT AT M T T L aTas et
;IL-J"‘...}L CLANL ATy Wil JL-....D F..'\..-"',.n ot .LS L ,.....‘.,'.’\..UC

L

CF ACTIVITY ON THE CONTINENT, STARTING WITH AN EVER

INCRBASING AIR COFFESIVE BOT: BY NIGUT AMD DAY, ARD
HECRE FREGQUEIT AID LAARGER SCALE ARLDS, N WiICE UNITED
STATES TROCES WILL TAKE PART, PARA FOUR. I ATEE

WITH TUE SUSGESTION IN YOUR TELEGRAY NG ONE TWENTY

VINE OF S1CCND APRIL THAT YOU SHOULD ASK STALIN TO
{0 SPECIAL REPIESEV'TATIVES 7C SEE YCU AT CNCE

WP AR R B O AR EiRdREE FELLE B W ﬁ_
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

SHEET THREE
( ) oF

—MAY-—5-1870—

From b T B Eh T Sk I.IGR.#.DEB UN':I..FLEF'TFIEE b? British
7o POTUS. Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-20-72
By-RrH—Parks Date
Copies furnished as moted: HO. XXXC 55 APRIL 17TH.

ATICUT YOUR PLANS. IT WILL IN ANY CASE BE II'POSSIBLE

TO CONCEAL THE VAST PREPARATICNS TIAT WILL DE NECESSARY,
BUT WIT! TilE WIICLE COAST OF EURCPE, FRCY THE NORTH CAPE
TC BAYCNNE CPEN TC US, WE SHOULD CONTRIVE TC DECEX\

THE ENEY AS TO THE WEIG.T, TIMING, IETIOD ANVD THE
DIRECTICN CF CUit ATTACKS, IT 1S INDEED FOR CONSIDERATION
WHETHER 1T WOULD EGT BE RI'HWT TC MAKE A FUDLLC

ANNOUNCE ENT TEAT CUR TWC NATIONS AIE RESOLVED 7TC

VARCH FONARD INTO EURCPE TCOTETHER 1IN A NODLE ERCTIER=-
HOCD CF AR'S O A "REAT CUSADE FC2 THE LIDERATICN OF
THE TCRERTED FECPLES. I WILL CABLE YOU FURTEER ON

THIS LAST FCINT. FCRER NAVAL PERSCN.

PRIVE.

WEEIREE PP —AEE AN LR RS G R SRR RRE LI B
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AMDI 8
15/1127 »
RB

~ CABLEGRAM L

-

Received at the War Department Message Center

: S Room 3441 Munitions Bldg,, Washington, D. C.
h fpril 18, 1942

From

PRIORITY 530 P .
1.ONDON
To POTUS WASHN

Capies furnished ar noted:

Action Copy

No. 56, April 18th, 1842

Please make following correction in Prime
Ministers Telegram to Fresident No. 70 of 17th
fApril. Begins. Last sentence of paragraph 2
should read "This point was fully discussed at the
meeting and Marshall felt confident that we could
together provide what was necessary for the Indian
Ocean and other theatres and yet go right ahead
with your main project",

Prime

REGRADED UNCLABSIFIED by Britich
Govt., Btate Dept. tel., 3-28-72

WA =AML ICAE RELLR BOBE OF, IR, WidpARE FRLLY B, ¥,
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NAVAL MESSAGE . HAYY EIEFAFITH!’
DRAFTER EXTEMSION MUMBER ADDRESSE PRECEDEMCE

FROM _mﬂmwg ERIQRITY
g ROUTINE
RELEASED BY =
““ THE PRESIDENT DEFERGED
DATE 18 APRIL 1942 e
TOR CODEROOM é PRIDRITY
: ROUTINE
DECODED BY E
z DEFERRED
PARAPHRASED BY ROONEY e e
INDICATE BY ASTERISK ADDAESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY.
aga NCR 1714
uﬁa?ﬂlﬁxmss INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH u:r:nnsu PRECEDENCE.
ORIGINATOR FILL I _DATE AND TIME DATE TIME er

TEXT

TO THE PRESIDENT FROM HARRY HOPKINS PERSONAL AND (NN

AFRICAN MESSAGE RECEIVED TALKED TO FORMER NAVAL
PERSON WHO THINKS MARSHALL AND | SHOULD RETURN
LONDON, DO YOU THINK SITUATION REQUIRES OUR
REMAINING IN ENGLAND UNTIL THIS MATTER CLEARED
UPT

ks I'jﬁ-’.; L }f#)ﬁ&ﬁ‘rﬂ J'T*?Ebf 42

DECLASSIFIED
(hizt) BY Deputy Archivist of the U.8. .

By V. J, stewart Date MAR % 1972
Make original only. Deliver to communication watch oficer in person. (See Art. 78 () NAYREGS.)

aTi137
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From

E e —
AMDI 1
24 FAM

FLD 1

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 344] Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

Y 3 S b L
925 PAM.
London

To_ The President of the United States

Copies furmished a5 moted:

tel., 3-29-73
|

Datea

Dupt.

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., St
By R. H. Fu.as

Action Copy

No. B7 April 18th

Former naval person to President personal and

aERggSdeumber 71. Your number 134 and also message

number 1332 through Harry.
I hope you will send North Carolina over to
join Washington at Scapa. This will enable us to

send Nenown immediately and Duke of York as soon as

_possible afterwards to join our Eastern Fleet in the

Indian QOcean. This force should prove a strong
deterrent to Japanese attacks upon our convoy route
to Egypt and India., There is no gquestion of our
seeking battle against superior forces, but we do not
want to be sought out and found at a disadvantage.
Admiralty information concurs with yours that there
are indications that Japanese carriers have gone
eastwards to replenish with aircraft after their severe
losses at Colombo and Trimcomalee. All the more is
there reason to use this lull to get into a sounder
position,

As regards air reinforcements for Burma India and
Ceylon Portal has drafted the note in my immediately

following telegram after full discussion with Marshall

WLEIPEE SR —hE BICAE LALED BTRE §@ ARG WOERARE PERLE W V.
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Fram

% SEUR

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

Sheet Two of No. 57 from London M,

Te

Copies furnished a3 woled:

Action Cn_gy

and his officer. O©On this basis therefore welcome use
you propose for Ranger and hope movement may go forward
full speed as you kindly suggest.

I also have had a long painful message from the
Generalissimo but I do not know what can be done
beyond the measures now set on foot including especially
the replenishment of A ¥V G Alexander has done very well
but his force is now little more than ten thousand
effectives and if the Japanese continue to land new
divisions it is only a question of time before they

enter China from the South.

Prime

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Britieh
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-28-72
By R. H. Parks Date

“T-I'II 3 R

\

-

BESCFRRS-PATE ~4MERICaN ALLE 00N 08 80 megens FELLE W OF.
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FLD 19/3228N

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D, C.

Apri]l 18 1949

q |41 i
From London
To__The President of the United States
No. 58 April 1R/th

Copies furnished as noted:

.._Jf;é‘,

¥ Britigh
tﬂl., 3_39_?3

Date 4.

"
Lo

P

CLASSIFIED 1
aLe De
H. Pﬂrkﬂ

G‘Q?t. y OL

BEGRADED 1w
By R,

Former naval person to Fresident personal and

B . uoher 72 following is note by Portal to which T
it

refer in paragraph 2 of my immediately preceding

telegram;
The air force suppestions referred to in the

President's telepgram to the Prime Minister number 124

have been discuscsed by me with Marshall after careful

Joint examination by our respective staff officers. T

agree that the aquickest and soundest means of building

up an air striking force is to bring U £ bombardment

squadrons now in India up to full strength, It is welcome
Fortress

news to hear of 30 American Fesses and Liberator and

Toe provide

16 B 25 aireraft already in or nearing India.

this force with a full reserve for immediate purposes I

have agreed to transfer 34 heavy and medium bomber air-

craft from British allocations. I have asked that these

should be returned to us as early as possible as we

ourselves are shortly forming 2 Liberator sguadrons in

India and another 3 either in Middle Fast or India as
soon as possible afterwards. XNearly all the Liberator

aireraft we are getting will be reouired for this purpose,

Action Copy

WERIPORE-FATE, L AE WA Fadie WY,
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From

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

fheet Two of Number 58 from London

To

Copies furmisked a1 moted:

1 should he only too willing to release Kittyhawk
aireraft for R.nger for despatch in Panpger were it not
that this would mean takinp grave risks in Middle East
nnd possibly compromising the coming offensive. LEgypt
is now more than ever dependent on this type because of
large despatches of Purricane fighters to India. T hope
this will not prevent the use of Hanper ss the President
sugpests, In case sufficient American aircraft for A V C
are not available perhaps it would be possible to use
any vacant space to hasten shipment of Kittyhawk destined

for Middle East but at present waitipy for ships.

Prime

b
REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Britie

Gu‘to- a“t' ﬂ!‘i‘t- “L" EF“-‘?I
By R. H. Parke Date

MRy 5172

EARFRRE- P AELLAE AR B R PR BARRE PRLLE W R

1024



ACH < _Cablegram % CEWD
Filed 10544719

NPT 1 Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

April 19, 1942,

- a: 03 M

Tg Potus,

From London,

Copies furnished as noted:
No., XXXC 58, April 18th, 18942,

Correction our number 58 Prime Minister
number 72.  Change last sentence para 1 to

read 20 American Fortress repeat Fortress and
Liberator.

[ Prime.

E :EE?ABID URCLABSIFIED by British
. govt., State Dept. tel., 3-29.72
| ¥ R. H. Parkg Date

MAY 51972

Action Copy

BURPREE SR AR A SR Pl B8 PR SRRLARE FALLE B Y.
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LAUD] ¢

filed 241p/20th -
Las ' —TCahlecram
URCEN1 Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washingten, D, C.
. —_—  April 20 1842
= o

From London

To_ President of the United Ftates

Copios fwrnikad s nalel: Y %, g1 April 20th, 1942.

From former naval person to the President EEEher
72 the Ambassador and the heads of our missions in
Washinpgton tell me that it may be necessary to create
some combined bodies for dealinpg with supplies in
addition to those we set up at Christmasd. One example
is feod while our lonpg range programs of war production
are also not yet covered by the existing machinery.

But if to the existing raw materin;a and shipping
comhined Loards wa ndd 2 or 3 additional bodies, it
appears that some means of pulling torether all the
inter allled groups (other than the Chiefs of Staff)
in order to get overnll direction may be needed. I find
that Harry Hopkins and our representatives are agreed
about the need for a central focus of this kind.

Ve must in apy case make some fresh appointments
in connection with our various supply organizations in
¥Washinpton. If, on your hearinpg Harry Hopkins report of
his talks with us, you agree about the desirability of
setting un a sinfle controlling body cver the combined
boards, 1 would at once apponint n representative with the

— REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
pcion o i il S e
it
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ll. *
Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg.,, Washington, D. C.

o s

From
To
Copies furmished o5 moled || Pape 2 NKumber €61 from London April 20th
'Aprrm]nrjnte status to work with your nominee.
PRIME
i«
|
I
|
' Gumﬂwt IED UNCLASSIFIED by g 1
*» State Dg : ritiah
BYR. B, parpg " n‘.““ 3-29.73
e o A
Action Copy 3 " -



f

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 6, 19,2

MEMORANDUM FOR CAPTAIN McCRHEA:

This thing is being worked
on and when I get back we will be
able to send a wire on this. I
hope it will not be sent before 1
get back.

HARRY L. HOPKINS

| 1028



AMDT 11

filed 426PM/20th * Cablegrom

Las

Priority

From

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washingten, D. C.

- Arril 20, 1542,
L ’ ! L D M_

London

To Prpgident of the Iinited States

Copies furnished as noled:

¥Ne G2 April 20th, 1942.
Former naval person to President perscnal and

RSO

No 74 will you kindly consider whether you should

—

not now make an offer to Petain and or Darlan of
|

|
iBEritish and American support if they will carry the

French Pleet te Afriea? Should ynu favour such a
policy T will cable you exactly what we could put in
on invitation to Moroceco unopposed, and at what dates,
|1t seems to me they ourht to be offered blessinps as

well as cursings

PRIME

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Exitish
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-29-T28

Ze By R. H. Parks Date
- ke

WA R R REE REAE B OF N SIERANE FELLE W Y.



AMDI 1 a -
filed 1051A/24 Coblepram AC-4

AT

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 344| Munitions Bldg., Washingten, D. C, =

Aoril 24, 1547

From T.ondon

ToThe President of the Tnited Ttates

Copies furnished as noled:

Fo. €2. April Z24th

To President from Former Naval Terson. s -nd
Fnrsﬁnﬁ] Number 5. b

In your Number 131 of April 3rd you said that

you felt that it would be unwise to do anything which
would give the impression that Ironclad was a joint
Angleo American enterprise. In the situation which

then existed I agreed with you: But now that Laval

has come into power at Vichy and you have withdrawn
Leahy, are not things different?

In these changed circumstances. would you hbe
prepared te reconsider your nrevious decision, and
mllow us to drop leaflets both at Trenclad and in
Francevhich would give the impression that American was
1F5ﬁociated with the expedition. and that, conjointly

with CGreat Pritain. she puaranteed the return of Ironclad

toe France after the Viar?

Prime

b

|
.

HEGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Britisl
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-28-T:

_ ___ . By R. B, Parks  Date
[ MAY 51972

Action Copy

RS FORN-FAYS ~EWINICAN SALES BOON €0, IR, WIAEARE FalLe W, 7.
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FupY 9 Y CARLECRAY ¥c.q
?4_!’] 15% . -
€J Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 344]1 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.
Arrill 24, 1542
Tirh M,
From LCEDON

To. THE PRECIDENT OF THE UNJITEDI* ETATES

Copies furnished ululﬂ: 'l

Mo, XXXC G4 April 24, 1642

FPormer Knval perscn to Pre=zident perscnrl and
uMmrléh

In my immediately following telerram is a ncte
drafted by me on ?2nd for Defense Committee 2nd
accepted by them. It shouwld explain to you how
we nre planning to act. T bep that this may be for
vou rnd Admiral Ning alone

| I am deeply anxious sbout Malta under the unceasing
bombardment of 450 lat line Cerman ajireraft I f the
islrnd fortres=s is tc hold cut till the June convoy,
which i=s the earliest possible, it must have a continued
flow of Epitfires. The last flying off from YWa=p

was most successful, although unbappily the enemys
attnck broke uvp many after they had landed. Ve are
using Eagle to send In 15 or so at a time. I shall

be prateful if you will allow Wasp to do n 2nd trip,

We will of course escort with Renown as bhefore.

I de not think enemy have the slightest idea Wnsp

has heen in and ocat of the Mediterranean. Without

this nid I fear Mnltn will be pounded to bits.

Meanwhile ite defense is wearinpg out the enemys air
foree and effectively niding nuﬂﬂiﬂ‘

"ara O will follow later.

PRIME

!ﬂﬂ“ﬂlﬂlﬂmlﬁ&iﬂulﬂ Bri
Bovt., State Dept. tnl?? !—Egigg

By H. H.
| TR e sep

Action Copy

SLEFORE AR AW IRICEE RALLE DROE OF, . PRC . LARARA FRLLE 0.1
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ANDI 4
24/2087
dj

From

4 CABLICRANM " AC-4

- -

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

April 24, 1842

LCKDCH

To_ THL PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

Copies furnisked as nofed:

LU= Ih‘-
Ko. XXNC 66 April 24, 1842

Cal

Paragraph 2 of messape numbe§jﬂ_ Ve cordinlly
accept the propesals which Admiral King has made teo
the First Sea Lord about the dispositions of Aperican
‘heavy ships in the Atlantic.

PRIME

RECRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-28-13

By R. H. Parks Date

r 5 1072

ket L

ARBPEER P B AL BRS N B OB i wbRdAEd FiLLd @F.
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From

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C,

Lpril 74, 1942

' S04A M

T THE TRESIDENT €F THE UNITER STATEE

Copies furnisked a3 moted:

Action Copy

—

o, RX¥XC 65 April 24, 1542

Tormer laval percon to President rersonnl nnd i

number 77.
.

1. %o satisfactory solution of the Malts prohlem
ig avpilable in May. The island must therefore hold nut
till the June dark pericd, This should be poasihle {F
rjiporos severity of raticning i= impemed from new and
the suprly of Ipitfires by Vasp and Faple is maintained

- o : o 7

a. Ve must not bhe deterred from Ironclnd, for which
such lenp preparations have heen made, hy the chanpes
in the French sovernment However, it wonld he wise
te kave botkh Tenovn and Pobke of Yerk hendy either at
Gitralter or in hore waters till we see the veactions
opon Yiehy Prance’, '

J. The month rained by Enlta heolding out till the
Hiddle of June and the drovopinre of the idea of » ernvoy
from the west (i) en=eas the =trnin vwnon the Commpander ip
Chief, Lome Plect hv narrowing the pan between Zlodnoy
and Yelsen heing rendy for acticn and any departure of
Tute of Yorlk: (B} enpable=s the KHay convoy toe Nus=ia to
e ren thus relisvinr ¢ meot danceronz2 conrestion and
pvoldinr falline Eteplin 2t the most eritienl Juncture

d. A£11 the ahove is verv convenient in the west bt
ir prined at the expence of the Command of the Tndian
Ceean. However. we were not poing to pet that anvhow.
until late in June. It is suppested therefore that the
assemhly of the Eastern Fleet should he fixed for 20th
June. by which date, barring nccidents, Duke of York,
Renown, Varspite, Valiant, and & armored anircraft
carriers and the 4 Ropers should all be present lere
would be a fleet which, if not strong enourh to fight
the Japanese Hevy., would ot nny rate be capnble of
denllngs with a very henvy detachmant. VYe may have to
nay forfeite in the Indian Ceean in conrequence of enemy
actirn, Tut we are running these_riele new and wounld hawe

oo REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Britieh
— Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-29-72
vl By R. H. Parks

WERPERE- T AEER AN BALRE S OF BL mIREEEE FhLLD B T, r
Th
W
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T —— T B . e

From

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

Par — M.

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Britieh

Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-2p.7
- . By R.-H. Parks  Date e

Copies furnished as moled:

Action Copy

“ﬂTzzﬁfi3¥E

nen2 No. ENXC I from London £/74

to onpvhow for T veeks to come. Te =hel) have to rov en
runnine the ri="'= fer spnethay 4

N Uhet shevld Admirel Sonerville do in the
nmennvhile? Pipst be im0 te cover Ircaelad for whiek
he in net 111 eguinred with the Z carriers preplte and
the ¢ DLopern Thir is nll previdecd fer in his orderc
snd bhe iz pirendy on the way via Coiomiio.

. After Ironeled iz over, it is hoped about the
IGth Esy. he sheuld work his way Forth te fuel at Aden
“!n the erorly days of June By this time we shall Incw
whnt hno hapnened to Cenernl! lvehinleeks offensive If
he hne pot Martehe or Penrhnri, the chonces of n lpaita
convoy pettine threngh From the Tast will be rreatly
Iimproved. We shall aleo Enew how much of the Cearmon Air
Yovee hne heen deawn oavay from the Hediterranean to the
Eou th flussisn front the sctunl moves that have talen
plree eor aro in rroprers e enan nalsc judpe the situation
in the Indisan Ceenn an !t then pprears, ohservinr that
we cannct firht » fleet sction nnvhow except apninst a
|m£nﬁr detackhpent. The decisien ean then be taken whether
or not te esenrt the convoy fn strength from the Tast
throupeh the Yediterranean or =sail =cuthwards neasn to meet
the Dulke of York snd Nenown and nick wn Valiant for
the enstern fleet ascsembly on June 2Gth

7 Fheuld thke degdnion e to make n dart inte the
Hediterranesn and see the convey throuph in style. Admiral
“orerville should proeced with 011 2 aireraft enrriere apd

nrpanite with auxilleries through the cannl where the cen-
vey skenld be assembled This convey must be worthy of the
effort and risk reawired to put it throurh At leaet 7
surply shin= eap new bhe londed st Alexandria £ 211 Feoe
woll, thore will sti111 be tipe for fdpivel Sepervilie to
come bnek throurk the eannd snd malke the penersl Tiept
rentarvens on the TOtk June a2t Colorpbo or vherever ie

cenventent ,
(ki
el
g

L

WEE PR B —SE TR BELLE BERE O IRE, GRS PALELN W
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AMSDI 11 ' CADLIGRAN ® o)
L_ 24 /7080 y
iy Received at the War Department Message Center

Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

URGENT Aoril 24, 1942

> : 105P 8
From LONDCN

To_THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

Copies furnizhed ox mated:

Action Copy

No. XXXC 67 April 24, 1842
Former Naval person to President no. 738.

With regard to what you say in your telegram number
139 about Molotovs journeyings, I have had message from
Stalin saying he is sending M here to discuss certain
divergences in draft texts of our agreement, which he
wants settled as soon as possible. He may even be
already on his way. You will understand that I cannot
now suggest to him a change in the order of his visits.
1f and when, therefore, Molotov bears down upon us, I
propose to agree to a discussion of our drafts and
would hope to clear main diffieulties out of the way.

|| But I will suggest to him that he should then go on

to Washington and see you before anything is finally
signed.

PRIME

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-29.72
By R. H. Parks Date m-f 5 1972

BERAEAN-FATE AR RILEN RELAN BEEE 0F VEG BUAGANE FELLY B Y
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ALDI T
filed 2°/G471
aj

Fraom

o
1 CLAELUGRAY AC-4

epe

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D, C.

e
April 28, 1648

e ey

LCHDON

Copries furmished as moled:

No. XXXC 68 April 25, 1642

=]
D

From former Kaval person te President no.
Your 140. Thank you so much.

PRIME

Govt., Etate Dept. tel.,
By R. H. Parke Date

SREIFRRN=FATE ~AMURICAN BALED BOOE O8I, RUREARE PALLE 0. 7.

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
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i I

r
Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg.. Washington, D. C.
April 28 1849
11:12 A, AT
From ANENEASEY LORDCOH
To THE PRECIDENT CF THE UNITED ETATFRE
Copies furnished ar meled:
umber 70, fpril 28, 1542 2 a

From Former Naval Person to Prezident persennl

and . C0 .

———

Your no. 141,

den has been denling witthis for me in consult-
ation with first Fen Lord and Leatkers. Following is
the pnsition. Veyape of each nf these convoys now

entaild major fleet poperntion. With the benst will in

jg the world cycle of convovs cannot be more than & in 2
gﬁ? : monthe. ©One convoy (P.CG. 15), 1.{.mited to 75 merchant
Eféh | ship=s, has just sailed. Tn view of what you tell me we
Ej“! are ready to consider, In the light of the experience

_a gnined in this convoy, whether the number of merchant
EE shirs in future convoys can be increased tn ns many
Egé aa 26, Ceonvoy should rench Kerth Russian ports in about
n;!" 10 daya time. Heanwhlile we are arranping for 3% merchnnt
g“ shipse to be loaded for the next convey (P.€. 1€), due to
leave Iceland [Pi on the 17th May. PBut 35 is the ahsolute
maximum number which it is safe to risk without further
experience of the senle of enemy nttacok,
Action Copy :

iR e Fit e AL RLEE L aw TH = L
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From

1 >

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

M.
REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
Govi., State Dap 8l., 85-20-73
To By B. H. Parka

Taay 51972

Copies furnished a5 moted:

Tapre #2. Fumber ¢ frem London.

Action Copy

It i= not clear from your telegram whether you
hrvé seen the contents of Teathers letter to Farriman
of 25th fpril which were telepraphed to FHopkins the
spme day, This explains that even if size of the
convoyslis limited to 25 merchant ships each there will
Be 75 ships carrving supplies to Russia every 2 months,
of which 24 are sufficient teo lift proteocoel supplies
from the United Kincdom, leaving 51, including tankers,
availabkle to earry supplies from the USA in each Z-monthly
neriod, Ve estimate that. apart from food, the protecol
calls for about 156,000 short tons per menth from the
Ush, Deducting 10,000 tons from this for deliveries
vin the Persian Gulf, and nroceeding on the assumption
thntinnrh ship will ecarry on the averape 6,000 short
tone. not more than 24 ships per month (T F 48 in the
7 months) would ke requlred te 1ift your guotas, leaving
pomargin of 2 or 2 for tankers and food supplies,

Fut the nssumption that each ship can earry on the

averare 6,000 short tons presupposes that the carpe is

v i

=l

REQ FRRE-FATE, —ANLRICAR LALER BEOK €0, I0G,  WIARANE FALLN.N.T.
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

ML TR
From
mnl: UNCLASSTFIpp by Erit
- . .tntu Dept. tel., S-RF:;:
Copies furnished as noted:

Action Copy

Page #3, Kumber 70 from London. ”

stowed in such a way as to ensure that the highest prior-
ity goods are loaded into & much smaller number of ships
than is now employed. Hitherto ships have been carrying
about half this tonnage. This is a waste we can neither
of us afford. The only pnssible ceourse to adopt in order
to work off the present accumulation at Iceland (C) is
therefore to bring to the United Kingdom most of the 18
ships now waiting there, and also some n; the 50 American
and Russian ships which are on their way across the At-
lantic. These would be discharged and restowed. In our
view this is the only possible course if the most import-
ant cargo is to reach Tussia in the largest possible

volume at an early date,

I hope this may meet your views. Ve are at out utmost

strain for convoys escorts,

PRIME

e

BAF RS —aERLEE Bl BEOE CB. ARG, SIREARE FRLAE B ¥, 1
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washingten, D. C.
Anril 78, 1042
IACEST '
an0 T T
From ATTITRATSY [OVRCN
To__ TUT UDLCIDTNT OF TIT UNITFD STATEE LL
Copier furnished as noted:

ﬂl['
! l"" B | !! From Tormer liaval

ond o 01
—

g fie have given further thoiurht to ironelnd. and

erson to President nersonal

we feel that, in ovrder te reduce to a2 minimum the
riasl of wavliile rescetion 'IHT vi'ﬂ'h}', it i= e=sentinl that
you sheuld come in fully behind ve immediately the

operation has taken place.

3 Wi

That we would nrk is that in additien: (1) To

3-25-72

MAY

autherising leaflets as preposed in my telepram ne. 52,
vou shonld (2) if pessible send ¢ token United "-"It"‘l'-""'
detachment to join the cecuping forces as seen as pos-
(%) In any event infere the Vichy revernment

immedintely the operaticn has taken place that the

cperotion has your annreval, and sunpert, and (4) ipmed-

REGRADED UNCLABSIFIED by Britieh

Govt.. State Dept. tel.,
By R. H. Farks Dats
]

intely n'-."{'ﬂ pihlie that such a conmunjeption has hesn
made Viehy,
If T mirht malke n suppestion, your ecommuniention

to Viehy (vhieh mifht he made to the French /‘mbneeador

in Ta=hinrton on*Yhe mernine of zerc dnov) minht

iy _| s
cm FLFFEE - R A LR B x WA FRLLE BT,

Y on
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From

Received st the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C,

Action Copy

To.

Page #2.. Nupher 71 from Loadan. April 28, 1942

the following lines: -The United Stntes Covernment

wish to inform the French Government that the occup-
ntion by British forces of Ironcliad, which ns been under-
taken to forestall occupation by the enemy, has the

full approvsl and support of tke Unlted States Covern-
ment. In order to make fhis claim, the United States
Covernment will tﬁkﬂ an early oprortunity to send United
ftntes forces to participete in the oocupnticn. The
Uniterd States and PFritish Governmentsz jeintly undertake

to restore-Tronclad to France nfter thewar. The United
ttates Government also wish to make it plain that any war:'
1ike net permitted by Viehy ngninﬁt.ﬂront Eritain in
nnn;ﬂquence of the nncﬂpntionlwnuld he reparded by the
United ttates Covernment as:an attack upon the United
Nations as A wholn, from which the United Ftntes Coverneeoni

vould draw the necessiary consequencesn and take the

approprigte ‘action. REGRADED UNOLASSIFIED by Briti -+
Govt., Btate Depr. :.1.' 8-89-72
ate

ssoRay U im
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URGENT

ANDI 5 510/ =S LD
% cantrcnAy t’ 1
o~ e
Received at the War Department Message Centes
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washingten, D. C.
Loril £0, 1942
_ - 11:23 A af

From_merican Imbassy Loncon

To_The President of the United States

Copies furnished as moled:

Action Copy

Na. 73, April 20, 1942,

From former NHaval Person to President Personal
and secret Ho., 82,

——

o=t pgrateful for your telepram about Ironeclad,
for which all goes fTorward, Also for allowing Wasp
to have another good sting.
5 I am highly interested in EECEFD.Df Ceneral
Ciraud and his arrival at Viehy. This man might nlay
a decisive part in bring about things of which you
| had hopes, Please tell me anything yu know,
k— ic have made ? desperate attacks on Tirnitz at
Trondheim, flesults of 1lst, no damape, but Znd is
more hopeful. %Will let you linow when nhotogranhs

are develoned late tonipht. We are keening the air

Il fightipng up at full intensity, Cerman retaliation

| strikes at towns near the coast which have no flak.
Kumbers are moderate and pilots sometimes make Znd
journeye, Mlonday night we pot 2 out of 20 on
Norwich, and last night 5 out of 20 on York, all
shot down by night fighters,

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Britisb

Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-28-7
By R. H. Parks Date ~ '

- Lol
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D, C.

o0, 7=

M.
Frorm ::n:ﬁUEg'U-_l.‘-'ilhu by Britieh
L., Sie1n Den tl., 3=20.
Ta By B H. Fazkse—— Date i
Copies furnizhed as noted: No. 72, Anril 29, 1942, Page 2

Action Copy

I have had a telegram from Curtin saying that
Ceneral MNachArthur has asked him to requestme "To
divert to Australis the Znd PBritish Infantry
Jivision which will be rounding the Cape during
the latter part of April and the beginning of lay,
and also the Armoured Division which is to round

the Cane 1 month later. The Diversion, he saye,

| would be of a temporary nature, and these TForces

would remain in Australia only until such time as the

9th Australian Imperial Forece Division and the remainder

| of the 6th Division are returned." 1 should not be

able to send these Forces Lo Australia unless it is
definitely invaded by € or 10 Japanese Divisions.

They are all urgently needed in India, I fear this

' Aireraft Carrier, pointing out that it is wasteful

i= a prelude to the recall of the Australian 9th
Divieion,
_—

Ceneral MachArthur also asks for a Eritish

to onerate an unbalanced Haval Force. }ile further

remuests an additional alloecation of shinpning on

sloifzan-#ata —‘ul'H'l|ulrtn'|. '.!.!I l!'l I '. I
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From

Received at the War Department Message Center
Reoom 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

Gam—

To

Copies furnished og moled:

Action Copy

Ho., T3, April 25, 1042, Page 2 |

offensive action.

the Australian - American llun, stating that the

nresent amount of 250,000 tons is quite inﬂﬂuquﬂtel
to comnlete requisite defence strength annrt {rom

I should be glad to Enow whether these renui::1
ments have been apnroved by you or the Washington
Pagific Defence Council; and whether General i .j}
FacArthur has any authority from the United States
for takinpg such a line. Ve are quite unable to f
meet these new demands which are none the less na ?
cause of concern when nut forward on Ceneral

MacArthurs authority.

Prime

HECRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Briftied
Govt., Btate Dept. tel B=gn .y

it e T

& L -

- -
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WAR DEPARTMENT

WASHINGTON

DOD DIR. 5200.9 (9/27/88) OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF

April 30, 1942.

Dateq , Mip 297,
I'lilhl: ; .. :5_'__.:-.* HE PRESIDENT:

fubject: Dispateh from the Prime Minister.

Admirel King has handed to me the Prime Minister's recent

dispatch to you, with certein passages merked for my comment or
suggested answers; which are to serve as a basls for your reply to
Mr. Churchill. this comnection I am at a loss to explain the
reference to General Girsud. This French Generzl, who was a prisoner
of the Germans, is reported to have escaped, but so far as we kmow
has gone to Berme and not to Vichy as stated by the Prime Minister.

With respect to other marked portione of the message I

suggest a reply as follows:

Jo e

"It seems probable to me that the request made upon /
you by Mr. Curtin for two divislons and for sdditional marine
agaigtance was made upon hig own responelbility although M
iy boged upon convergations with General Macirthur. The
directive under which General Mecirthur holds his command provides
that the United States Chiefs of Steff will constitute the execu-
tive agency through which crders are to be passed to him, and we
hed assumed that eny requeat of his for reinforcement would be
directed here. However, tho command set-up ln Australia is
complex and understandings in certain details are reached only

ag they arise, and it is therefore possible thet both Mr. Curtin
snd General MachArthur felt it proper to make request for British
asgglatonce directly upon the British Government. '

"We have previously replied to a message from General
Machrthur informing him thet edditional airplane carriers are
not now available for assignment to the Southwest Pacific. Only
today we recelved another request for & mumber of ships desired
for cosstwiee and local transportation in Australia, but we hed
no knowledge of eny special need for additional trang-Pacifie
shipping, nor for the two British Divisions now at sea. I agree
with you these should go to Indie and I hope Mr. Curtin's request
is not a mere preliminary to an insistence upon the return home
of the 9th Australien Division. As you know, in accepting, some
time ago, your suggestion that we send an edditicnal division teo
the Australisns, we did so in the hope that they would then fesl
able to leave one of their own in the Middle Esst.

F 7 have had ne offiecial information concerning Girsud's
alleread escapa, My only information has come from the press,

= s
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"We will instruet General MaeArthur, immedietely, that
his future requests for reinforcements, except for routine supply
which should follow accustomed charnels, will be procegsed to the
U.8. Chiefs of Staff. Where your forceg &re concerned, we will
then communicate with the British Chiefs of Staff. With this
arrengement definitely prescribed and understood, you will know

that any request reaching you from Mr. Curtin is made upon his
own responsibility.”

A message to Genersl MacArthur, agreeable to the above,
is going out immediately.

}jr —\_\D*\Q .

. . cmi}ur Staff.,
g Do ablinioi L. wntf
Hor T Ml 0 71, [l 7 o

This despatch iz in reference to ¥

Franklin D. !En'nnlt LibrarY
DLoLASSIFIED
pGD LIR. s200.9 (9/27/58)

rate- MAR 21972

i;maturh-'M o i

-2 -
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