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Aetion Copy 

' POT US 
To ____ ~~-----------------

XX XC NUMBER 13 MARCH 4, 1942 

FROM FORMER NAVAL PERSON TO THE PRESIDENT NUMBER 

THIRTY FOUR PARA VIE ARE EARNESTLY CONS I DER I NG '!IHETHER A 

DECL..RATION OF OOIA I NION STATUS AFTER THE \'JAR CARRYING 

WITH IT IF DESIRED THE RIGHT TO SECEDE SHOULD BE MADE 

AT THIS CRITICAL JUflCTURE PD \'IE IAUST NOT ON ANY ACCOUNT 

BREAK Y! I TH THE IAOSLEMS YIHO REPRESENT A HUNDRED ',II LLION 

PEOPLE f1ND THE MAIN ARMY ELEMENTS ON VIH ICH WE MUST REL Y 

FOR THE I MMEO IATE F IGHT I NG PD ViE HAVE ALSO TO CONS I DER 

OUR DUTY TOVIAROS TH IRTY TO FORTY Ml L l ION UNTOUCHABL ES 

AN;) OUR TREAT i eS WI TH THE PRINCES STATES OF INDI A CMA 

PERHAPS EI CHTY MI LLIONS PD NATURALL Y 1'/E 00 NOT WANT TO 

THROI~ INUIA INTO CHAOS ON THE EVE OF INVASION PARA TV:O 

PD IAEAtMH I LC 1 SEND YOU IN I.IY IIA\4EO I A TEL Y FOLLOYII NO TELE ­

GRAM TI'IO REPRESENTATIVE ·~ESSACES I Hf,VE RECE I VEL! AND A 

SUMMARY OF A MEMORANDUM BY T HE MILI TARY SECRETAHY CMA 

WD I A OFFICE PARA THREE PO I I'll L L KEEP Y(iU I NFORME 0 

PR I \I E 

) 

RE-GRADED 
JJNCLAh~i[~ 1£J} 

. . . 
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From LONOON 

1 CABLEGRAM 

Reeeived at the War Department Mes.sagc Center 
Room 3441 Munition• Bldg .. Washington, D. C. 

To PO'l'US 

ac-4 

l0t47 A M. 

. ' 
Copiufwru'shtd OJ' nottd: 

/ 
I S 

NO •• I!ARCH 4 
_.__•,.:.. 

Date !'MJ,'f 5 1972 
-1]> 

FRol.! FOIU!ER NAVAL PE!!SJN TO TID: PRESIDENT 1/Ulo!B\:;R THIRTY FIVE 

r<l:-f (I~""( O PARA fOLLOWI OO IS PARAPHRASE OF A!ESSAGFS t.ND THE SuUIIARY RFr 

FERRED TO Ill 1.\Y TEL&JR.U\ 1/UlolBER THIRTY FOUR CLN l.!FSSAGE l'ROM 

MR JINNAH PAREN PI!ESIDEN'r OF THE !.OSLEIJ LEAGUE AND THE ACCEPTED 

HEAD OF THE MOST POWERFUL ILOSLE!.! OROANIZATION IN INDIA PAREN 

BEGINS CLN THE SAPRU CONJ."'ERENCE OF A FEW INDIVIDUW WITH NO 

FOLWIIING AND ACTING AS EXPLORitW AND PATROL AGENTS FOR THE 

CONGRFSS HAVE PUT FOI:il'iARD PLAUSIBLE SUBTLE AND CO!ISEQUENTLY J«>RE 

TREACHEROUS PROPOSW PD IF THE BRITISH GQIJERNl®.jT IS STAILPEDED 

I NTO THE TRAP LAID FOR THEM ,J«>SLE!A INDIA w:>ULD BE SACRIFICED 

WITH LOST DISASTHOUS CONSEQUENCES CI.!A &SPECIALLY IN RIDARD TO 

THE WAR EFFORT PD THE SAP!tU PROPOSAI.'l VIRTUALLY TIW!SFBR ALL 

!'OWER IIJl.!EDIATELY TO A HINDU ALL DASH INDIAN GOVERNl.!ENT CW. 

THUS PRACTICALLY DECIDING AT ONCE t'AR REACHING CONSTITUTIONAL 

ISSU&S IN BREAQl OF THE PLEOOES GIVEN TO THE !.!OSLEMS AND arHER 

MINORITIES I N TilE BRITISH GOVEH!oo:NTS DEClARATION 'JF' AUGUST 

EIGHTH NINE'!EEN FORTY 00 WHICH PROMISED NO CONSTITUTIONAL .. 
CHANGE CJ.!A INTERll! OR FI NAL Cmll!A ·~'ITHOUT WSLEIJ AGREEMENT 

CJ.!A AND THAT WSLE!S w:>ULD NOT BE COERCED TO SUOlCIT TO AN 

UNACCEPTABLE SySTEJ.I OF GOVEHNt.O:!NT PD THE SAPHU PROPOSllS WOOLD 
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R«.eived &.t the War Department Messase Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg .• Waahinaton, D. C. 

____ M. 

From ____________ _ 

Cttpits furnishtd 4 -S nottd: 

To ______________________ _ 

;S 
PAGE 2 NO. 11. from LO!IOON 

SINGLE NATIONAL UIIIT TflERt:BX TORPEDOI NG THE MOSLEM CUll! FOR 

PAKISTAN WHICH IS THEI !t ARTICLE OF o'AITH PD WSLEI.IS ENTERTAll! 

GRAVE APPREHENSIONS AND THE SITUATION IS TENSE PD THEY CALL 

UPOI1 THE BRITISH GOVEE!Nl&.NT IN THE EVEIIT OF ANY .MAJOR CONSTI-

TUTIONAL MOVE BEING I NTENDED TO DECLARE THEIR ACCEPTANCE OF 

THE PAKISTAN SCHEJIE Clo!A IF HIS &JESTXS GOVERNMENT WISH TO 

HAVE FREE AND EQUAL PARTNEltSHIP OF MOSLE!.!S ENDS NOTE PD PAREN 

THE PAKISTAN SCHEME CONTEI.!PLATES THE CREATION OF SEPARATE 

l!OSLEIJ STATES IN THE llOSLEI.l !.!AJOltiTY AREAS INDEPENDENT OF I!IIE 

REST OF INDIA CJ.!A EXCEPT SO FAR AS THEX ACCEPT JOlliT CONTROL 

IIEXlOTIATING AS SEPARATE POLITI CtL ENTITIES, 

PRIIIS 

'BG~ADID UKCtASS!,I!O oy lrittoo 
· l'.'O: ,. S>,tlo O.t' · '•L , 3-28-?.2 
"'' R. B. Pa;;olte lla'!>MAY 5 1972 

Action Copy --- ,..=.,.,---- ------------'====--"----~ ... ~ ... ::;,.::;,:;;;,.,;-:~::;, ,.;;:l. ~- oo\ ol • · •· , 
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4/ 401 P TI ME FILED C ARl EGR AM 

AME Received at the War Oeputment Masage Center 
Room 3~41 Munition• Blda •• Wuhinaton, D. C. 

MARCH 4, 1942 

1131A M. 

From I ONDON 

c.,ln / tn·,.iJJrd OJ M/J : 

/ 

t "3!> 

Action Copy 

To pOTUS ·:P.AD! 2 UNCLASS! P!!D t 1 Briti6h 
>_...O.u..ll.._------~tt.<eo+t&-a Dopt. t&l . 3-29-72 .. ,... .. 

. "'\ J {. 

NO. 15 MARCH 4, 1942 PART THREE . ~No, 3 r 
PARA TWO ME SSAGE FROM SIR FIROZKHAN NOON PAREN A 

MOSLEM MEMBER OF THE VICEROYS EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

FROM THE PUNJAB AND A REPRESE NTATI VE OF THE MODERATE 

MOSLEM POINT OF VIEW PAREN BEGINS PO SAPRU QUOTE 

NON PARTY UNQUOTE CONFERENCE IS IN FACT AN ALL 

HINDU PARTIES CONFE~ENCE PD ITS MEMBERS CMA ALTHOUGH 

INSPIRED BY PATRIOT IC SENTIMENTS CMA ARE IN FACT 

ACTING AS AGE NTS OF THE CONGRESS PD THE IR AIM IS 

THAT IF INDI A CANNOT BECOME A DOM INI ON DURING THE 

WAR CMA GOVE.RNMENT SHOULD CMA UNDER THE EXISTI NG 

CONSTITUTION CMA PASS INTO INDI AN HANDS PD THUS 

HINDU RAJ WOULD BE IMMED IATELY ESTABLISHED PD 

MOSLEMS ARE EXTREMELY APPREHENSIVE THAT HIS MAJESTYS 

GOVER NMENT ARE GRADUALLY YIELDING TO VOCIFEROUS 

AGITATION AND GIVING .WAY CONTRARY TO PLEDGES GIVEN 

TO PRINCES CMA MOSLEMS AND OTHER MINORITIES PD 

IMMEDI ATE INDIANIZAT ION OF WHOLE EXECUTIVE CO.UNCIL 

WOULD DEPRIVE MINORITIES OF ASS ISTANCE OF EUROPEAN 

ELEMENTS ON WHOM MINORITIES DEPEND FOR ASSISTANCE 
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Recclved at the War Department Meaa.Age Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C. 

_____ M. 

R!G~D!D UICLASSIFt!D by lritlsb 
Govt ., Stata Dept. tel., 8-29-72 

To, ________ B...!7c....:..:.R•:.....:::li.:...• ..:.P=:arlta Date 

NO 15 PAGE *2 MARCH 4, 1942 
IN C~SES WHERE HINDU MAJORITY COMBINE ~GAINST THEM 

PO COUNCIL IS EVEN NOW OVERWEIGHTED AGAINST MOSLEMS 

WHO HAVE THREE OUT OF EI GHT INDIAN MEMBERS PO IF HIS 

MAJESTYS GOVERNMENT INDI~NIZE WHOLE COU NCIL MOSLEMS 

MUST HAVE FIFTY PERCENT SEATS OF WHOLE OF NON DASH 

CONGRESS· I NO I A WILL CMA IN THE ABSENCE OF SAFEGUARDS 

WHICH HAVE PROVED USELESS IN PROVINCES CMA FROM SHEER 

DESPERATION CREATE SER IOUS SITUATION ~DVERSELY AFFECT­

ING WAR EFFORT PO IN ANY DECLARATION CRE~TING INDI ~N 

DOMINION MOSLEM DEMANDS FOR P~KISTAN MUST BE SIMUL­

TANEOUSLY CONCEDED PO IF IT IS DECLARED THAT INDIA 

WILL BE MADE A DOMINION AFTER THE WAR MOSLEMS EXPECT 

SIMULTANEOUS DECLARATION THAT PAKISTAN WILL ALSO BE 

GRANTED IF NO HINDU DASH MOSLEM AGREEMENT IS RE~CHED 

PO OTHERWISE MOSLEM INDIA WILL BE UP IN ~RMS ~ND THE 

PROBLEM OF THE NORTH WEST FRONTIER WILL AGAIN ARISE 

PO CONGRESS BELIEVE THEY CAN FORCE HIS MAJESTYS GOVERN­

MENTS H~ND ANq THE~ HAVE THEREFORE MADE ABSO LUTELY NO 

MOVE TO WIN MOSLEM AGREEMENT PO ONLY REASON SO FAR' 

PREVENTING CONGRESS FROM CREATING DISTURBANCES 

PRIME 
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Rec;t"ived at the War Dcpvtment Message Center 
Room ~HI Mun.ition.t Bid,., Waahin.Jton, D. C. 

MRC!! 4 , 1942 

12;43 P M. 

LONIXJ!l 

To pqrus 

RlGRAD! D UNCLASS!Ff!D by lrltlsh 
~ovt . , State Dept. tel ., 3-29-72 
7 R B. Pario Dat 

NO. 15 PART ~ MARCH 4 

IN INDIA IS THAT WSLEIJS ARE AGTIIST THEil PD IF HIS ICAJESTlS 

GOVl!lllf'WENT BY HASTY OR ILL CONSIDERED DECISION PUSH J.IOSLEMS 

INTO OPEN OPPOSITION CO!.:!RESS W.Y UJIITE WITH THEil AND CREATE 

llVE!l GREATER DH'FICULTlES PD ·wsL&I&S ~'EAR TI!AT Nilll EI.EWENTS 

IN LONDOII CI\BINET I.IAY ENFORCE REX:OllCILIATION ON IRRECOIICWLES 

FORGETTING THAT OTHER PARTIES CUP OF PATIENCE IS FULL ALREADY 

PD WAR EFFORT OF INDIAN PRINCES AND loOSLEI!S SHOULD NOT BE 

IGNORED CMA AND I T SHOULD BE BOR!ll! IN MIND THAT IN SPITE OF 

OPPOOITION OF CONGRESS TO RECRUITING SIXTXFIVE PERCENT OF N1!W 
WITH 

RECRUITS ARE NON IDSLEI.lS PD ANY PEACEfCONGRESS AGITATORS lllLL 

ONLY BE WADE A7 VERY IlEA VY COST PD COI«lRESS NOW FEEL THAT 

THEIR RELIIIQUISHJ.IENT OF OffiCE IN PROVINCES 1Wl KISTAKB PD 

'IHEY DO NOT WISH TO GIVE FRANK UNDERTAKING THAT 'IHEY WILL 

ASSIST IN WAR EFFORT IF RESTORED TO OFFICE PO THEY WISH TO USE 
I 

SAPRA AND OTII£RS TO SECURE FOR TI!EII OFFICES AND OOVERNJI.ENTS 

WHICt! THEY WILL NOT TIWIS::LVES ASK ~'OR BECAUSE 

PART SIX -
THEY DO !lOT I NTEND TO ACT STRAIGHTFORWARDLY AND WHOLEI!ElRTEDLY 

PD IF HIS UJ.JESTyS OOV'.c:IUIIIENT ESTABLISH HINDU RAJ IN THE CENT!W. 

GOVERlii!EifT Dl DEFIANCE 0~' ALL FRIENDLY ~DITS '!'HEY IIILL BE 

.. 
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Received at the War Oep6.rtmcnt M .... ge Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bid, .• Wa.hin(ton. D. C. 

____ M. 

RlGRAD!D UNCLASSIFIED by British 
To•------------7.G;;;ov~. '-. Ste~o Dept. t el ., 3-29 - -~ 

PAGE 2 NO. l.S PART SIX !lARCH 4 -
PLAYING WITH ~'IRE PO I CONSIDER IT LIY DtrrY TO DRAW HIS MAJESTIS 

GOVER.>,!~,!El'I'IS AT'I'I!HTIOII TO THE GREAT DANGER WHICH WILL FACE IriDIA 

IF 'JID:Y YIELD TO BROIIBEATDIG BY Aln'I BRITISH ELEIIBN'IS IN DmiA 

AliD AGAINST THEIR FOIUI.ER PLEOOES PO IT WILL BE A BETRAYAL OF 

TRUST Yl'rliCH GREAT IIUTAIN ~ SHE HAS MMAIS HELD ON 

BEHALF OF ALL THE PEXlPLES OF INDIA AND NOT ON BBliALF OF CONGHESS 

ONLY PO I HOPE HIS l!AJESTYS GOVERNIIENT WILL STAND FIIU!LY BY 

THEIR DUTY TO PROTECT BEST (INTERESTS OF INDIAN PEOPlES AS A 

WHOLE CIIA IRRESPECTI~"E OF PRESSURE FROio! OUTSIDE QUWERS WHICH 

IIDlAHD llRITISH COIDJOIIWEALTH FROM DIFFERDVT AI\OLE PD ENDS PO 

PARA THREE Stl)GI.ARY OF IIEl!DRANDUll BY ILILITARY ADVISER PI QUOTE 

PROBABLE EF!o"ECT OF CR.AI\GES IN DIDIAS COOSTITUTIOII 0!" INDIAN 

P~'NEL or AlG!Y Ul;QUOTE CUI SUBPARA ONE 

PART SEVEII -IS ASSUI.IED THAT BOTII COM:lRFSS AND lll/SLEM LEAGUE ARE REASONABLY 

S~.TISF IED !lY PROPOSED DECLAAATION OF POLICY AJ>D THAT h"EITHEll 

WILL ATTEia'T TO STIR UP AGITATION Alo!OIIG !.lASSES PO !IEVERTHEIESS 

• • 
SUCH A DECLA.kATION WILL REACT 011 SOJ.J>IERS BOTH IN INDIA AND 

OVERSEAS PD SUBPAkA 'IWO CLASSES FROU lii!ICH I!IDIAN ARia IS DRAWN 

CAID:OT RE GEOC.RAPHICAI.I.Y DIVIDED BY PROVINCES PO ALTI«>l'OH BUIJ( 
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Received at the War Depa..rtment Mcaacc Ccntc.r 
Room JH I Munitions Blda .• W .. hi"4ton. D. C. 

~· ---~M. 

From'-------------

Action Copy 

To Rl':GRADitD UNCLASSIFIED by 8r1tl, fl 
'----------"-.-.-• ...,..,mte Dopt. t t ., J-29-

. 8 •• F Br MA'i 
PAGE ) NO. 15 PART SEVEII JIARCH 4 

OF ~llA,£DAtiS COllE ffiO!J 'I'HE !10Rr!l li'ES'I' FRONTIER POOVINCE AND 

'I'HE PUNJAB Clr'.A RAJPUTANft CCA CE~rrRAI. n m:u. CIJA UNITED PROVINCES 

Cl!A BIHAR fiND MADRAS AEL CONTRIBUTE PD IAil:lE NUMBEH.S OF l!ARTIAL 

ClASS t!IIIDUS. PARE?I IXXJRAS Cli.A JATS CIIA ETC PAREN AS WELL AS 

SIKKS CliA. COllE FROI! PUNJAB PD GURKIIAS FROll HEPAL Cl!A WICK IS 

FOREIGN TERRI1'0RY o.!A ARE A IAROE AND SEPAR.U'E EIJ:lD!I;T PD 

PARriCULilR RUCTIONS OF ANX ONE CLASS CAN!!OT BE GAUGED TILL 

GENEKAL HECEPTION OF DECLARATION IS KNG'/ill BUT ni!.EDIATI:l GENERAL 

EFFECT ON ARIJY CAN BE FO!lECA.&'T PD SUBPARA THREE INDIAN SOLDIERS 

ARE VOLUtrrARY I.!F.RCENARIFS PD 

p~ 
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FLD 4/ 513P 
Received at the War Department Meanse Center 
Room 3441 Munition• Bldg., Wu hi,.ton, D. C. 

MARCH 4 1942 
PART EIGHT OF NO. FIFTEEN FROM LONDON ---

To POTUS 

NO. 15 March 4 

AC-4 

1236P M. 

FOR THEIR PAY AND TO SUPPORT THEIR FAMILIES CMA 

ALSO I N OPE OF REWARDS OF GRATUITIES CMA PENSIONS AND POSS 

IBLY G TS OF I.JJID CMA BUT ABOVE ALL CMA BEI NG DRAWI'I FROM 

CLASSES ITH LONG MA RTIAL TRADITIONS CMA THEY TAKE PRIDE IN 

THEIR P OFESSION CMA rN WHICH A LEADING ELEMENT IS PERSONA 

L LOYALT TO THEIR BRITISH OFFICERS AND GENERALS LOYALTY TO 

THE BRI ISH RAJ PD ANY I NDICATION OF A FUNDAMENTAL CHANGE 

I N THE C NDiTIONS OR THE AUTHORITY UNDER WHICH TREY HAVE AC 

CEPTED S RVICE CMA WHETHER AS AFFECTING THEIR MATERIAL PROS 

PECTS 0 THEIR CREED AS SOLDIERS OF THE BRITISH CROWN CMA 

CANNOT F IL TO HAVE AT ONCE AN UNSETTLING EFFECT PD SUBPARA 

I OM EQQPERIBNCE IN TROUBLES IF NINETEEN TRIRTYONE C 

BR CONGRESS PROVINCIAL RULE SINCE NINETEEN TBIRTY 

MANY INDIAN SOLDIERS BELIEVE CONGRESS IS INIMICAL 

CLASSES PD THERE IS THEREFORE EVERY REASON TO S 

T THE GENERAL REACTION OF THE INDIAN SOLDIER CMA 

WHETHER OSLEM . 

MA AND 

FOUR 

r -c~· .. :-- l "":.;.~ -_.. .I .er !t! . 
r,vt., ::u. to JJett. h 1 ~ ... 29- . 

Jon Copy 
P. jt, l&t ko l)n,, , 1,d oJ 

1
...;Jt. 

•·• .... . U l • -...uoc_oo tt.Ut •-c.• .1~ • •• -.u o ' '"-' • o. 
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Received at the War O~partment Mesaaae Center 
Room 3441 Munition• Bldr .. Wuhinaton. D. C. 

PART NII'E OF NO. FIFTEEN FROM LONDON _ __ _;1.1. 

from ____ ______ liiiJiiiM 
To·-------- ------

;,w cs •IJU4: 

OR BIN CMA TO A PRONOUNCEMENT THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF IND 

T ONCE 

BE PLACED I N THE IWfDS OF INDIANS DASH WHICH HE W 

LLY ASSUME TO BE THB RANDS OF THE MAJORITY COMMU 

WOULD BE O!IE OF GREAT APPRBHEI'ISION AS TO HIS OWI'I 

CMA MORE CMA THAT OF HIS FAMILY PD HE WILL NOT A 

RSTAND THE IMPLICATIONS AS THBY AFFECT HIMSELF C 

QUOTE CONTRACTING OUT UNQUOTE PROPOSAL CLN BUT WH 

EN BE DO S IT WILL RAVE AN EQUALLY DISTURBING EFFECT ACCORD 

AREA FROM WHICH BE COMES PD SUBPARA FIVE MUCH 0 

OING DOES NOT APPLY TO GURKHAS WHOSE FAMILIES AR 

E I N NEP L AND WHO RETURN THBRK ON COMPLETING SERVICE PD BU 

T THEY A 0 ARB PROFESSIONAL SOLDIERS I NSPIRED BY AS COMPLE 

TE LOXA~Y TO THE BRITISH RAJ DURING THEIR SERVICE AS TO TH 

EIR ~JAR PD THEIR PROFESSIONAL ALLEGIANCE IS TO THE BR 

ITISH CRiWI'I NOT TO ANY INDIAN GOVERNMENT PO ANY IDEA CMA HO 

'IIBVER I FOmrnBD CMA THAT THEIR ALLEGIANCE IS TO BE TRAJISF 

ERRED WI INEVITABLY UPSET THEIR 
R::.C.MU!:D U"CLASSIFU:D '>y llr itlt' 
:o·.-t • . ~~:.~o Dept. tel. , 3-29-7. 
;,~- !\ . u. !'arks DAt:l iAY 5 1972 .... 

:.ion Copy 
• ot!I'IU I •<• 4 U tOC o• 1,0,~11 . .... c• , !Of OI~U IO~U o t . 

0890 



Rrcav~ at the War Departme-nt Me~K&e Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Blda .. Wathington. D. C. 

PART NO. TEN OF NO, FIFTEEN FROM LONDON 

To•-------------------------

____ M. 

SOMEWl!AT CHILDISH MENTALITY PD SUBPARA SIQQ JJfY PROROUNCEM 

ERT MADE WILL REACH TXE INDIAN SOLDIER ACCOMP~NIED AND POLL 

OWED BY HOST OF RUMORS AND EQQAGGBRATIONS PO THESE WILL A 

UGMENT H S NATURAL APPREBENSIONS AND CMA IN TBE CASE OF THE 

SOLDIER OVERSEAS AT LEAST CMA IT IS DIFFICULT TO SEE HOW T 

HE EPFEC ON HIS . MORALE CAN BE ANYTHING BUT ADVERSE PO Ill I 
~ 

NDIA ITS LF IT. SEEMS CERTAI N THAT ANNaJBCEMENT WILL LEAD TO 

GREATLY INCREASED POLITICAL ACTIVITY AND MANEUVERING TO OB 

TAIN ADE UATE REPRESENTATION XT THE POS~WAR ELECTIONS POT 

HIS MUST REACT UPON THE SOLDIER PO IT MAY WELL RESULT IN A 

RELUCTAN E TO ENLIST OR CMA AT LEAST CMA IN A RIUJCTANCE TO 

SERVE 0 SEAS PD SUBPARA SEVEN IT IS RECOOIUSED THAT CON 

STITUTIO AL PROPOSALS IN DECLARATION ARE NOT TO BBOIW TO BE 

PUT INT OPERATION UNTIL APTER WAR CMA AND THAT PURPOSE OF 

DECLARA ION IS TO INDUCE SPIRIT OF COOPERATION WHICH WILL 

ENSURE jQQIMUM WAR EFFORT BY INDIA PD IT IS ROT FOR ME TO 

SAY WHET THE SUPPORT OF 
.:·";.?.Wl'D UliCLASSI!'Il:D . I orltll • 
.. o \·t ., ~te.t.o Dep t. . , \el ., 3-29-7. 

· " l"a ""~'A Da' ~ ... . --& . "" ~fty 
IJIII 5 I 

jon Copy 
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Received at the War Deportment Meua.&e Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bide .. Wothincton. D. C. 

PART ELEVEN OF NO. 15 FROM LONDON 

To·--~-------------------

_ __ __.A!. 

THOSE N W HANGING BACK IS LIKELY TO BE FORTHCOMI NG CMA OR 

WOULD AD SUBSTAKTIALLY TO INDIAS WAR EFFORT IF IT WERE CMA 

IT MY DUTY TO EQQPRESS THE COKVICTION THAT TBB 

EFFECT F THE DECLARATION SO FAR AS THE INDIAK ARMY IS CON 

CERNED LL BE TO CREATE GRAVE APPRBl!ENSIONS IN TBB MINDS 0 

F I NDIA SOLDIERS AND THEREBY PAREN A PREN TO INDUCE HESITA 

TION TO NLIST .MD RELUCTANCE TO LEAVE INDIA FOR SERVICE OV 

PAREN B PAREN TO AFFECT ADVERSELY THE MORALE AND 

FIGHT! EFFICIENCY OF INDIAN TROOPS ALREADY OVERSEAS 

PRIME 

REWDSD UIIOLAISIJPriD bJ 11'1 thlt. 
Govt • . IIU\e Dept. t,~l ., 3-29-73 
BJ R. H. Parke Date 

MAY 5 "> 

on Copy 
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The Former Naval Person 
The President 

351 4 U&rch 1942 10147 e.a. 

Following 1a paraphrase ot !lleU&{!es and the eu:raary referred to in 
slegram Number 34: 

"lleuage from lir. Jinnab (President of the lloaleo~ League 
and the accepted head of the moat powerful Yoslem organization 
in India .) . 

"The SapMl conference of a few individuals with no following 
IUld acting ae exploring and patrol agents tor the Congreae have 
put torn.rd plausible subtle and consequen~ 1110re treacherous 
proposals. It the British Government is st&.mpeded into the trap 
laid tor them, lloslem India would be sacrificed with moat dis­
astrous conaequencea, espec1sJ..l;y in regard to the war effort. 
The Sapru proposals virtua~ transfer all power immediate~ to 
a Hindu All-Indian Government, thus practically deciding at once 
t ar n>aching conatitutioaal. bsuea in br each ot the pledgee 
given to the lloslema and other minorities in the British Govern­
ments declloration ot August 8 , 1940, which promised no constitu­
tional change, interim or final, without lloals agreement, and 
that lloelema would not be coerced to aubad. t to an unacceptable 
system of government. The Sapru proposals would introduce 
lll6jor changes cm the basis ot India becoaing a single national 
unit therebr torpedoing the lloslam claiaa tor Paldatan which 1a 
their article ot faith. lloslema entertain grave apprehensions 
and the s1tU··tion ie ten a e. They call upon the Bri tiab Govern­
ment in the aunt ot ~ major constitutional move being intended 
to declare their acceptance ot. tbe Pald.stan scheme, it his 
llajesty• s Gonmment wish to have free Md equal partnership of 
Moelti!U•" 

(The Paldatan acbe:u contecplates the creation of separate 
lloalem states in the lloalem majority areas independent ot the 
rest ot India, except so far as they accept joint control nego­
tiating as aeparate political entities.) 

llesaage from Sir Firozkhan Noon (A lloele11 member ot the Viceroy' a 
ocutive CouncU from the Punjab and a representative ot the 11oderate 
ole point ot vift): 

•Sapru 1NOD-part:y' conference 1s in tact an all-Hindu parties ' 
conference. Its -bera1 althoagh inspired b7 patriotic aentiments, 
are in !act acting as agenta ot the Congreee. Their aia is that it · 
India cumot beccme a llcadnion during the war, government ahould, 
under the exiating constitution, paae into Indian banda. Thua 

-1-
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Hindu Raj would be i.al!lediately established. llosl em.s are extremely 
apprehensive that his llajest;y's Government are gra~ Tielding 
to vociferous agitation and giving way contraey to pledges given 
to Princes, lloslema and other minorities . Iumediate Indianization 
ot whole ExecutiYe Council woW.d deprive adnorities or assistance 
or European elements on whom minorities depend tar assistance in 
cases where Hindu majorit;y c~ine againat them. Council is even 
now overweighted against .lloslems llho have three out or eight 
Indian members. It his llajesty• a Gonrnment Indianize whole 
Council, lloslems must have fifty percent seats o! whole of non­
Congress. India will, in the absence o! safeguards which have 
proved useless in provinces, !rom sheer desperstiaD create serious 
situation adversely affecting war effort. In aQT declaration 
creating Indian Dominion, lloslem demande !or Pakistan DIUSt be simul.­
taneously conceded. If' it is declared that India will be made a 
Dominion atter the war lloslems expect sinmltaneous declaration 
thst Pakistan will also be granted· it no Hindu--lloslem agreel!lent is 
reached. Otherwise lloslem India rill be up in arms and the problem 
of the northwest !rootier will again aril!e . Congress believe the;y 
can force his llajesty' s governments hand and the;y have therefore 
made absol~ttely no move to win lloslem agreement. Onl;y reason so 
far preventing Congress from creating dist~trbances in India is that 
lloslems are against them. It his ll&jesty• s Gove~nt b;y hasty 
or ill considered decision push llosle!JIS into open, oppoaition 
Congres s may unite with them and create even gre .ter difficulties. 
lloslems !ear that new elements in London Cabinet may enforce recon­
ciliation on irreconeiable·s .forgetting that other parties' cup of 
patience i s !'ull alread;y. War e!fort ot Indian Princes and lloelem.s 
should not be ignored, and it should be borne in mind that in spite 
ot opposition of Congress to recruiting, sixty-five percent o! new 
recr\lits are non-llosl81118. Any peace with Congress agitators will 
only be made at veey heavy cost. Congres s now feel that thodr 
relinquishment of oi'!ice in Provinces ""s mistake. They do not 
wish to give grank undertaking that th117 will assist in war effort 
if restored to office. The;y wish to use Sepra and other" to· secure 
for thom offices and governments which they will not th8111Belvee aelc 
for because they do not intend to act atraightforwardl;y and whole­
heartedly. 

"I! his llajesty' s Government establish Hindu Rsj in the central 
Government in defiance of all friendly ele!llents they will be plaTing 
with f ire. I oonai der it rq duty to draw his llajesty' s Government' a 
attention to the great danger which will face India it they Tield 
to bro~~beat:i.ng by anti-British eleJDenta in India and against their 
former pledgee. It will be a. bet~al of trust which Great Britain 
claims she has e.lnys held on beh.ut ot all the peoples ot India and 
not on beha.lt of Congress only. I hope his llajesty• • Govemment will 
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stand fir'llll¥ b)' their duty to protect best interests of Indian 
peoples u a whole, irrespecti n of preesure from outside quarters 
which regard British Comnonwealth f rom different angle . " 

Sunmacy of llemorand1.1111 by milltl<cy adviser: 

"Probable effect of changes in India' s constitution or Indian 
personnel of Arrq: 

•l. It is asSUJJed that both Calgress and !Loslea Leaaue ere 
reasonably satisfied b7 proposed declaration of policy and that 
neither will attempt to stir up agitation aaong masses . Never­
theles s, such a declaration 'Will react on soldiers both in India 
and overseas. 

•2. Two claoses frocn 'IIIIich Indian lll'lll1 18 dra'Wn cannot be 
geographically divided by provinces. Although bulk of !Lohamedans 
come f rom the northwest frontier province and tbe Punjab, Rajputana, 
Central India, United Provinces, Biaar and ILadras Ael contribute. 
Large nu.'!lbers of lll&rtial claes Hindus (Dograe, Jats, etc) ae well ao 
Sikhs, come from Punjab. Gurkhas from Nepal, llhich 1a f oreign ter­
ritoey 1 are a large and oepa~:ate eluent. Particu.lar ructions of 
any one cl&aa cannot be gauged till general reception of declaration 
ie lcnown but 1amed1ate genet:al e!!ect on Arrtq can be forecast. 

"3· Inclisn soldiers are voluntacy :~~ercena.ries. They fight for 
their pay end to support their f~es, also in hops of re'Wards of · 
gratuities, pensions and possibly grants of land, but above all, 
being drawn .!'rom classes with long martial traditions , they take 
pride in their profession, in which a leading eleMent is personal 
loyalty to their Britiall officers and generals, loyalt y to the 
British Raj. i.rJ.T indication of a tundamental change in the con­
diticn.s or the authority under which they have accepted service, 
whether aa a.tfecting their material prospects or their creed as 
soldiers of t he British crown, cannot fail to have at once an un­
settling effect. 

"4• Prom experience in troubles in 1931, and under Congress 
provincial rule since 1937, man:y Indian soldiers believe Congress 
is inim:,lcal to martial classes. There is therefore every reason to 
suppose thr.t the general reaction of the Indian soldier, llhetl\er 
!Loale~A or Hindu, to a pronounc-nt that the Government of India 
was t.o be placed in the banda ot Indian&--which be wonld naturally 
ass.- to be the bands ot the ujorit:y ,.,.,..vdt:y-ould be one or 
great apprehension aa to his 01111 tutu.re and, 110re, th8t ot hie 
tami.l;r. He will not at once unders tand the 1llplicat1ona aa the:y 
affect biluelf, ot the •contractil'\8 out• proposal ; but when he 
does it will have an equ.al.l;r disturbing effect according to the 
area trom 'IIIIich he c~:aes . 
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•s. .!tuch or t he foregoing does not appl¥ to Gurlchas whose 
families are in Nepal and who retwn there on co:upleting service. 
But they also are professional soldiers inspired by as complete 
lo)'alty to the British Raj durlng their service as to their Kallaraj&h. 
Their proteaaionsl allegiance i3 to the Br1t1ah crown, not to an,y 
Indian Government. Any idea, however ill founded, that their alleg­
iance 1e to be transferred will inev1tabl¥ upset th811r somewhat child­
ish mental! ty. 

•6. J.n:r pronounce:.nt made will r each the Indian soldier 
aecccpanied and follon4 by a boat of rumors and axaggerations. 
These will aupent his natural apprehensions and, in the ease of the 
soldier oTerseaa at least, it is ditt1eult to see how the effect 
an h1s aoral.e can be an;ytbing but adverse. In India itselt 1t aee:DII 
certain that announe~~C~ent will lead t o greatly increased political 
activity and maneuvering to obtain adequate representation at the 
poat-WI\r elections. Thia must react upon the soldier. It ma;y 
well result in a reluctance to enlist or, at least, i n a reluctance 
to serve overseas. 

"7. It is recognized that constitutional proposals in declar­
ation ar. not to begin to be put into operation until after war, 
and that purpose of declaration is to induce spirit of cooperation 
which will ensure ,..,.,,."war effort by India, It 1a not for me to 
say whether the support of those now hanging back is Ukel¥ to be 
forthcOIOing, or would add substanti~ to India' s war eftort it it 
were, but I feel it Jq duty to express the conviction that the effect 
of the declaration so far as the Indian Army 1a concerned will be 
to create ~rave apprehensions in the minds ot Indian soldiers and 
thereby (a} t o induce heai tation to 8Dllst and reluctance t o lea.ve 
Il:ldia for service ovaraeu lilld (b) to al'fect adversely the morale 
and fighting efficiency of Indian troops already overseas.• 
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ONDON 

CABLEGRAM 

Received at the War Ocpt.rtment Mes,..a:o Center 
Room 3441 Munition• Blda .. Wuhinaton, D. C. 

MARCH 4. 1942 

AC--4 

~ 6;52 A M. 

To · POTUS 

NO 14 MARCH 4, 1942 

REGRADED UNOLAS6IFI!D b7 Brltleh 
Govt .. Sta te Dept. tel. , 8-29-72 
By R. 11. Parlte Dat•~r1 rv , •. 

h nt v ·~·-..... 
FROM FORMER NAVAL PERSON TO THE PRESIDENT NUMBER 

THIRTY SIX PARA SINCE MY RETURN TO THIS COUNTRY, 

I HAVE BEEN GIVING MUCH ATTENTION TO THE SHIPPING 

SITUATION CMA WHICH IS LIKELY TO IWPOSE SEVERE 

LIMITAT IONS UPON OUR EFFORTS THROUGHOUT NINET EEN 

FORTY TWO PD THERE ARE TWO MA IN ASPECTS PD FIRST 

DASH MILITARY MOVEMENTS PD YOU KNOW WE ARE MOVING 

VERY LAROE NU~IBERS CMA INCLUD ING AN AUSTRALIAN 

CORPS OF THREE DIVISIONS AND THE SEVENTIETH BRITISH 

DIV ISION CMA FROM THE MI DDLE EAST ACROSS THE INDI AN 

OCEAN PD TO MAKE GOOD THE DEPLETION OF THE MIDDLE 

EAST AND TO SEND LARGE REINFORCEMENTS BOTH LAND 

AND AIR TO INDIA AND CEYLON CMA WE SHOULD LIKE TO 

SHIP FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM TWO HUNDRED NINETY 

FIVE THOUSAND MEN IN THE MONTHS FEBRUARY1 MARCH1 

APRIL,AND MAY PO A CONVOY OF FORTY FIVE THOUSAND 

MEN SAILED IN FEBRUARY PD ANOTHER CONVOY OF FIFTY 

THOUSAND ,I NCLUDI NO THE FIFTH DIVISION AND SEVEN 

SQUADRONS OF AIRCRAFT,WILL SAIL IN MARCH PO TWO 

... 
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Received at the War Department Maaa.ce Center 
Room 3441 Munitiont Bldt .. Wuhinaton, D. C. 

____ M. 

REGRADED DNCLASSIFI!D by Britieh 
To•---------~~· .....--&t. ate Dept. tel. , 3-29-72 

By B 8 f•phs 3 t 
a 6

, flY .. -.~ 
FURTHER CONVOYS,TOTALLINO EIGHTY FIVE THOUSAND MEN, 

WILL SAIL IN APRIL AND MAY PD TO ACHIEVE THIS, WE 

ARE SCRAPING TOGETHER EVERY TON OF MANLIFT SHIPPING 

WE CAN LAY OUR HANDS ON AND ADOPTING EVERY EXPEDIENT 

TO HASTEN THE TURN ROUND AND INCREASE THE CARRYI NG 

CAP AC ITY OF THE SHIPPING PD EVEN SO CM A WE SHALL 

FALL SHORT OF OU~ AIM BY ONE HUNDRED FIFTEEN THOUSAND 

MEN PARA THIS IS THE SITUATI ON IN WHICH I TURN TO 

YOU FOR HELP PARA_ I THINK WE MUST AGREE TO RECOGNIZE 

THAT GYMNAST IS OUT OF THE ~UEST I ON FOR SEVERAL 

MONTHS PD TAKING THIS FACTOR INTO ACCOUNT CAN YOU 

LEND US THE SHIPPING TO CONVOY TO .THE INDIAN OCEAN 

DURI NG THE NEXT CRITICAL FOUR MONTHS A FURTHER TWO 

COMPLETE DIVIS IONS PAREN SAY FORTY THOUS AND MEN PAREN 

CMA INCLUDING THE NECESSARY ACCOMPANYING MT GUNS 

AND EQUIPMENT PD THIS WOULD MEAN THAT WE WOULD LIKE 

THE SHIPPING TO LOAD IN UK DURING APRIL AND THE 

FIRST HALF OF MAY PD THE COMBAT LOADING SHIPS NOW 

ALLOCATED TO MAGNET MI GHT PROVIDE FOR TEN THOUSAND 

OF THIS TOT AL AND THESE AND ANY OTHER SHIPS YOU ARE 
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_____ M. 

T:J:GRADED UllCLASS!?IED by Br i tieh 
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-29-72 

To·~---------"B:Ly_.R..,_._.a..,._.Parka Dato 
- MAY 5 r"2 

NO 14 MARCH 4, 1942 PAGE #3 
ABLE TO FIND COULD BRING SUCH A SUBSTANTIAL PROPORTION 

OF MAGNET ON THEIR WAY TO THE UK THAT WE COULD DEFER 

THE BALANCE OF THAT MOVEMENT PO PARA FURTHER THE CARGO 

SHIPPING AT OUR DISPOSAL HAS NOT ONLY TO MAINTAIN THE 

FLOW OF ESSENTIAL IMPORTS TO THE UN IT ED K I·NGDOM BUT 

ALSO TO KEEP UP SUPPLIES TO RUSSIA AND TO MEET INCREAS­

ING DEMANDS FOR THE SUPPLY AND MAINTENANCE OF OUR TROOPS 

IN THE EAST PO SHIPS ARE HAVING TO BE WITHDRAWN FROM 

IMPORTING SERVICE TO CARRY SUPPLIES TO THE Ef.ST, NOT 

ONLY FROM THIS COUNTRY CMA .BUT ALSO FROM USA AS MANY 

OF THE AMERICAN SHIPS THAT HAVE BEEN HELPING WITH THE 

LATTER TASK ARE BEING DIVERTED TO OTHER URGENT DUTIES 

PO THESE DEVELOPMENTS WITH OTHER CONSEQUENCES OF THE 

FAR EASTERN WAR ARE HAVING A VERY SERIOUS EFFECT ON 

OUR IMPORTING CAPAClTY PO DURING THE FIRST FOUR MONTHS 

OF THIS YEAR WE EXPECT IMPORTS OF ONLY SEVEN AND A 

QUARTER MILLION TONS AND RECENTLY SINKING$ HAVE GREATLY 

INCREASED PARA THIS WILL MEAN A SERIOUS RUNNING DOWN 

OF STOCKS DURING THE FIRST PART OF THE YEAR CMA WHICH 

CANNOT BE CONTINUED AND WHICH MUST BE MADE GOOD BY 

A SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT IN THE RATE OF IMPORTATION 

~---~ .. ~.,.; .. ~=·~ •. ~.~; ... ~K·~~~~~~~~~~~.~ ... ~.~ •. ------------------
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Rec.ived at the War Department Mcaqc Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg •• Wuhi,.ton. D. C. 

~ M. 

---------- FL~!V.D!!D UllCLASSil'I""D by Bri tieh 
Go·· t., S tato Dopt . eol. , 3-29- 72 

To S;y R H l'UkU 

NO #14 MARCH 4, 1942 PAGE # 4 

· IN THE Loi.TER MONTHS PD WE HAVE MADE A CAREFUL 

ANALYSIS OF THE IMPORTS WH ICH WE MUST SECURE DUR­

I NG NI NETEEN FORTY TWO CMA IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN 

----

OUR FULL EFFORT AND TO MAKE SURE THAT OUR STOCKS 

SHALL NOT BE RUN DOWN BELOW THE DANGER LI NE BY THE 

END OF THE YEAR CMA AND ARE SATI SFIED THAT IT lS 

NOT REASO NABLE TO AIM AT ANYTHING LESS THAN TWENTY 

S IX MI LLI ON TONS OF NON ~ANKER IMPORTS PD THIS WILL 

CERTAINLY NOT BE REALIZED WITHOUT VERY SUBSTANTIAL 

ADDI TI ONS TO OUR SHIPPING RESOURCES SEMICLN IT 

WOULD THEREFORE BE A VERY GREAT HELP TO US IN CON­

NECTION WI TH ALL OUR PLANS IF YOU COULD LET ME KNOW 

TO WHAT EXTENT WE CAN EXPECT ASS ISTANCE FOR OUR 

IMPORTS AND FOR CARRI AGE OF OUR EqUIPMENT FROM US 

TO THE MIDDLE EAST TO BE MADE AVAILABLE FROM YOUR 

SHIP BUI LD ING PROGRAMME MONTH BY MONTH AS VESSELS 

COME INCREASINGLY INTO SERVICE 

PRI ME 

uu• • t 
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l . 111ll U.S. co""'dt 2 divhiono to t.uatrnlia i1J1d llevr 

Zonln..,<l- to ;>el'l't!.t latter'• <ltviol.ono to rot:nin !!iddlo :::ast . 

(noply clc;>on da on \'thttt Col . ~ou.rnB 1ntor:r.!:l Com.'l'littoe ·as to whether 

thoao arc additional divi a1on9 to thoso ~lron'J pla~-~ed f or . ) 

Thia Rec;ueo< eontninod in P4rncrnph 5 or C . c . ~ . SG . 

2 . P. L:. tthcJ'e s 11 u.c. bo::-:.bcrs in ~lorthoo.st 1:1dia to oporc.te ,!!: 

torce QC&lnat Ja?anese bnses 1n ~ an~ Jndo-C~L~a. (See ?are­

crn~h 4 or c . c . 3 . 56) 

3 . \'lho.t o.rc prese::-.t ~lA-"l~ and J1o,os1t1on of U. 3 . Air Porce:\, 

(Soe ?oracra,h 4 of c . c . ~ . ~G) 

4 . \'111Qt ac t ion is nov1 beil"lC tt"t.!.on towar d o:>erntio:':l:s from 

Ch1.no. anU /\leutio.n I altmds , nr.d how !t\1' hnvo t!1ese plu.."l.s a.dvnnccd. 

(SoG :'o.rncro.,h ·1 o f C. C. t. . 5G) 

5 . Voilod :oo~ue!:lt t:utt Po.c1~:Lc 'loot !:oc) Jnr>aneso :;aval 

?orcos bus:; i!l Pacific to :n·event J•p.oncse Plcct fro::l cnter1nc 

InC.:ia."l Oeean to dol' cat 3-ri tle.h t:aval :;"o1•cee basad t!t Ceylon in 

which ovent over- 3ea ~~asion to :nato would be ?Os31ble. (Soe 

Line 14 or Pnrn3rnph 2 or C. C. S. ~) 

6 . Su~o:at!l U. S . attnc!< Ja.po.nese !'lonk by 11Cor.::w.ndos" in 

1g42 ... thuo divortir..:; J apanoso ?o1~coo !'ron other nr·es.s and ro-

•• 

l1ovJnc tho pressure on I;'ldia and tho 91"1t1slt Indian Ocean ? l oot , 

by dra\'ling . further upon Ja:)(u:oso roaourcoa which would othorr11:so 

bo d1vortod :louth. (See Paracrnr>h C or C. C. S, 5G) 

7 . RocomcondAt1on ~s 3ound policy: for lonr, r 6n0G plnn or 
U. S . to build up Co~~clo ?orco or. Ca.l1forn1n Const !'or serious 

C\tta.c!: on Ja.:>o.no3c po:sitions i::a !ill.· (Soo Pdl•!lgroph 9 or c. C. 3 . 

'.G) 

- l -
]), ..... 
J.C 

<:~ 
.n-7.1. 

MAR 1197Z 

-
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a . '1111 \1, !: . ;,ivo 1ncrcusod nuvo.l pro t ection to ~ 

AREA to (l} uoot a~.x1otios o!: t.ustrelin ond llcw Zeal and und (2} 

for OUl'pose or 1nst.r1nn vi to.:;. bases in PacH1c? (Sco Paragraph 

5 of c.c.s . 56 - :rote this is also related to t:os . 5 t: 6 above} 

9 . Il'Ci!ZAZE !li' 1.. • .3 . !'1.:1- LIF'l': Ia u.s. able to double or 

triple ton.-,ar;o '>f load-lift s!'.ips on 191.3 ostL-:t:>tcs . (See line 

15, Par acra9h G or c.c.s. 56} 

10 . n:::cU:~:' "'~:1 LO.\:i o:.., U. n . •::.:'-LI ... ''r' s:IIPl:J!!G. (Thio 

roquo.at contnil"..od 1n C. P . . 'J . 2.J (!:>) , n.tcl tl:.o bo.c:t(7'0U:"ld :!.s co!"'­

tninod l.r: :'n1·narc:>l': 4 or C. c . e . 56 . :'ro,oaod rc:>ly 0.3 conto.inod 

in 56/l covered tho rvqt.e~~ for locn of u . ~ . ~~~-LIP'!' Shi~PinC} 

: IOTE: Tho attachou n;>pondix con~nins a b1•1or o"Jtl1no of tho 

?rimo t!inistor • :.~ Dtra.tc,c1e conception or 'llrticulur aroc.$ cnc! 

si&nifica.llCO of :;1$ requests to thos~ C.roao . 

• 2 -

) 

.. _, .}3-2L 
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AA.IDI 27 
0215/MARCH 5 
CE •. · 

t <I • 

CABLEGRAM .. 
Received at the Wn Department Mcua.re Center 
Room 3441 Munitioou Bldg .. Waohington, D. C. 

UARCH ' 

10'01 P M. 

From I ONOON 
RSGRADID UNCLASSI1r1D b7 Bri t i ab 
Go•t. Sta\o Dopt. tel., 8-29-18 

Action Copy 

To POTIIS 
B7 R. 'B. 1'art• Daw M~Y 11 ' · ' 

XXXC 16 MARCH FOURTH 

NUMBER THIRTYSEVEN LONDON FIFTH u 1RC~ TO PRESIDENT PARA 

ONE WHEN I REFLECT HOW I HAVE LONGED AND PRAYED FOR THE 
• 

ENTRY OF THE UNITED STATES INTO THE WAR CMA I F IND IT 
• 

DIFFICULT TO RE ALISE HOW GRAVELY OUR BRITISH AFFAIRS .HAVE 

DETER IORATED BY WHAT HAS HAPPENED SINCE DECEMBER SEVEN 

STOP WE HAVE SUFFERED THE GREAT EST DISASTER IN OUR 

HISTORY AT SINGAPORE CMA AND OTHER MISFORTUNES WILL COME 

THICK AND FAST UPON US STOP YOUR GREAT POWER WILL ONLY 

BECOME EFFECTIVE GRA.DUALLY BECAUSE OF THE VAST DISTANCES 

AND THE SHORTAGE OF SHI PS STOP IT IS NOT EASY TO ASSIGN 

LIMITS TO THE JAPANESE AGGRESSION STOP ALL CAN BE RE­

TRIEVED IN ONE NINE FOUR THREE OR ONE NINE FOUR FOUR PD 

BUT MEANWHILE THERE ARE VERY HARD FORFEITS TO PAY STOP 

THE WHOLE OF THE LEVANT DASH CASPI AN FRONT NOW DEPENDS 

ENTIRELY UPON THE SUCCESS OF THE RUSSI AN ARMIES STOP THE 

ATTACK WHICH THE GERMANS WILL DELIVER UPON RUSSI A IN THE 

SPRING WILL I FEAR BE MOST FORMI DABLE STOP THE DANGER TO 

MALTA GROWS CONSTANTLY AND LARGE REENFORCEMENTS ARE 

REACH I NO ROl•MEL IN TR I POLl EN ROUTE FOR CYRENAICA STOP 

' 
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Received at the War Dc.,.rtment Measaa:e Center 
Room 3441 Munit iont Blda .. Wuhington, D. C. 

___ __.Ill . 

From __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___ ~ 
~:RAD!D ONCLASSil"!!D by Brltie.h 

To•-----------~-Gw;o;_:,vt., Stnto Dopt . t ol. , 3-29-7~ 
y R. H. Parko Date 

Action Copy 

XXXC 16 MARCH FOURTH FROM LONDON PAGE TWO 

r:: " . .­
" I ' 

PARA TWO SINCE WE LAST TALKED I HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO 

FORM A FULL PICTURE OF UNITED STATES PLANS BY StA CMA 

AIR AND LAND AGAINST JAP AN STOP I AM HOPING THAT BY MAY 

YOUR NAVAL SUPERIORITY IN THE PACIFIC WILL BE RESTORED 

AND THAT THIS WILL BE A CONTINUING PRE DASH OCCUP AT ION 

TO THE ENEMY STOP WE EXPECT BY THE MIDDLE OF MARCH IN 

ADDITION TO THE FOUR R CLASS BATTLESH IPS TO HAVE TWO OF 

OUR LATEST AI RCR AFT CARRIERS WORK ING WITH WARSPITE IN 

THE INDIAN OCE AN AND THAT THESE WILL BE REINFORCED BY 

A THIRD CARRIER DURING APRIL AND BY VALIANT DURING MAY 

STOP THIS FORCE WILL HAVE AVA IL ABLE FOUR MODERN CRUISERS 

AND A NUMBER OF OLDER ONES AND ABOUT TWENTY DESTROYERS 

STOP BASED UPON CEYLON CMA. WHICH WE REGARD AS THE VITAL 

POINT NOW THAT SINGAPORE IS GONE CMA IT SHOULD BE POSSI ­

BLE TO PREVENT OVERSEA INVASION OF INDIA UNLESS THE 

GREATER PART OF THE ~APANESE FLEET IS BROUGHT ACROSS 

FROM YOUR SIDE OF THE THEATRE CMA AND THIS AGAIN I HOPE 

THE ACTION AND GROWING STRENGTH OF THE UNITED STATES 

NAVY WILL PREVENT STOP WE HOPE THAT A CONSIDERABLE NUMBER 

OF DUTCH SUBMARINES WILL HAVE ESCAPED TO CEYLON AND THESE 
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Received at the War Deputment Met.aae Ce.nter 
Room 3Hl Munitions Blc!J .. Waohincton, D. C. 

_______ M . 

Fromr ______________________ __ ..... 

Action Cop 

' 
To RlGRAD!D UNctASSil'I!D by Brl tlsh 

Govt. State pt te' .3r2a.72 
1 • • l'arka Dato 

XXXC 16 MARCH FOURTH FROM LONDON PAGE THREE 
MAY 5 ~n 

TOGETHER WITH THE ONLY TWO SUBMARINES WE HAV E BEEN ABLE 

TO SPARE FROM THE MEDITERRANEAN SHOULD BE ABLE TO WATCH 

THE MALACCA STRAI TS PO WS WE UNDERST AND YOUR SUBMARI NES 

FROM THE ABDA AREA WILL BE BASED ON FREEMANTLE FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF PATROLLING THE SUNDA STRAITS AND OTHER EXITS 

THROUGH THE DUTCH ISL ANDS CMA WE SHOULD NOT ONLY GET 

NOTICE OF BUT BE ABLE)TO TAKE A TOLL OF AN Y JAPANESE 

FORCES BREAKING OUT INTO THE INDI AN OCEAN PO THE NE XT 

FORTNIGHT WILL BE THE MOST CRITICAL FOR CEYLON CMA AND 

BY THE END OF MARCH WE OUGHT TO BE SOLIDLY ESTABLISHED 

THERE THOUGH BY NO MEANS ENTIRELY SECURE STOP PARA THREE 

WITH THE TI RP ITZ AND SCHEER AT TRONDJHEIM OUR NORTHERN 

FORCE HAS NOT ONLY TO WATCH THE NORTHERN PASSAG ES BUT 

ALSO TO GUARD THE RUSS IAN CONVOYS STOP THE TENSION IS 
• 

HOWEVER TEMPORARILY EASED BY THE DISABLING OF SCHARNHORST 

CMA GNE ISENAU AND EUGEN PO THE LATTER SEVERLY CMA WE 

BELIEVE CMA AND WE ARE TAKING THE OPPORTUNITY OF REFITTING 

RODNEY STOP RODNEY AND NE LSON SHOULD BE RE ADY FOR SERVICE 

IN MAY BUT ANSON WILL NOT BE IN FIGHT ING TRIM UNTIL AUGUST 

STOP PARA FOUR I SHOULD BE GLAD TO HAVE FROM YOU A SHORT 
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Received at the War Department Menage Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C. 

Fr()m _________ __ _ 

.., 
Action Copy 

To _ ____ __ ~RI.,GRAD~..,Ir:D~UI~C""!#;;o:SH' IED by Br It; ah 
Govt . , Stat& Dept . tel ., S-29- 72 
By R. s. Parke bate [~AY 5 ·~ L 

XXXC 16 MARCH FOURTH FROM LONDON PAGE FOUR 

STATEMENT OF THE DISPOSITIONS AND PLANS OF THE AMERICAN 

AIR FORCE STOP WE HAVE BOTH· SUFFERED HE AV Y CASUALTIES 

ON THE IN JAVA AND I WAS MOST GRIEVED TO SEE THE UNTOWARD 

SINKING OF THE LANGLEY WITH HER INVALUABLE CONSIGNMENT 

STOP PARTICULARLY I SHALL BE GLAD TO KNOW TO WHAT POINT 

YOUR PLANS FOR OPERATING FROM CHINA OR THE ALEUTIAN 

ISLANDS HAVE ADVANCED STOP WE ALSO HOPE THAT UNITED 

STATES BOMBERS BASED BASED IN NORTH EAST IND IA MAY 

OPEaATE IN FORCE AGAINST ENEMY BASES IN SIAM AND INDO 

DASH CHINA STOP PARA FIVE YOU WILL REALIZE WHAT HAS 

HAPPENED TO THE ARMY WE HAD HOPED TO GATH ER ON THE LEVANT 

DASH CASPIAN FRONT CMA AND HOW IT HAS NEARLY ALL BEEN 

DRAWN OFF TO INDI A AND AUSTRALIA CMA AND YOU WI LL SEE 

AT ONCE WHAT OUR PLIGHT WILL BE SHOULD THE RUSSIAN DE­

FENSE OF THE CAUCASUS BE BEATEN DOWN STOP IT WOULD 

CERTAINLY BE A GREAT HELP IF YOU COULD OFFER NEYI lEAL AND 

THE SUPPORT OF AN AMERICAN DIV~SION AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO 

THEIR RECALL! NG THEIR OWI':I NEYI ZEALAND DIVIS I ON CMA NOW 

STATIONED IN PALESTINE STOP THIS ALSO APPLIES TO THE LAST 

AUSTRALIAN DIVISION IN THE MIDDLE EAST STOP ONE SYMPATHISES 
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Received at the War Oepertment Menace Ce.nte:r 
Room 3441 Munitions Blda .. W .. hinaton, D. C. 

____ M. 

From ___________ _ 

.. 

Action Copy 

XXXC 16 MARCH FOURTH FROM ~ONDON PAGE FIVE MJ\'f 5 19 -

WITH THE NATURAL ANXIETY OF AUSTRALI A AND NEW ZEALAND 

WHE N THE IR BEST TROOPS ARE OUT OF THE COU NTRY CMA BUT 

SHIPPING WI LL BE SAVED AND SAFETY GAINED BY THE AMERI­

CAN REINFORCEMENT OF AUSTRALIA AND_NEW]iEAL AND RATHER 

THAN BY A MOVE ACROSS THE OCEANS OF THESE DIVISIONS 

FROM THE MIDDLE EAST STOP I AM QUITE READY TO ACCEPT 

A CONS IDERABLE DEL AY IN MAGNET TO FACILITATE YOUR ADD­

IT IONAL HELP TO AUSTRALASI A STOP FINALLY CMA IT SEEMS 

OF THE UTMOST IMPORTANCE THAT THE UN IT ED STATES MAIN 

NAVAL FORCES SHOULD GIVE INCREASING PROTECTION IN THE 

ANZAC AREA CMA BECAUSE THIS ALONE CAN MEET THE LEGITI­

MATE ANXIETIES OF THE GOVERNMENTS THERE AND ENSURE THE 

MAINTENANCE OF OUR VITAL BASES OF RE DASH ENTRY STOP 

PARA SIX EVERYTHI NG HOWEVER TURNS UPON SH IPP ING STOP 

I HAVE SENT YOU A SEPARATE TELEGRAM CMA NUMBER THREE 

SI X CMA ABOUT THE IMPORT PROGRAME INTO GREAT BRITAIN 

IN THE CURRENT OlLENDAR YE AR ONE ~INE FOUR TWO STOP IT 

WILL CERTAINLY REQUIRE A CONSIDERABLE ALLOCATION OF THE 

NEW AMERICAN TONNAGE IN THE THIRD AND FOURTH QUARTERS 

OF THE YEAR STOP THE IMMED IATE AND DECIS IVE CONCERN HOW-
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EVER IS THE PROVISION OF TROUP DASH CARRYING TONNAGE STOP 

I AM ADVI SED THAT WE HAVE AT THE PRESENT HME A TOTAL MAN 

DASH LIFT OF TWO HUNDRED EIGHTY THOUS AND MEN CMA BUT OF 

COURSE AT LEAST HALF OF THIS WILL BE RETURNING EMPTY OF 

TRJOPS FROM VERY LONG VOYAGES STOP YOU HAVE A COMPARABLE 

MAN DASH LIFTING POWER OF NINE ZERO CMA ZERO ZERO ZERO 

MEN AND WHAT HAS MOST ALARMED ME HAS BEEN THE STATEMENT 

THAT EVEN BY THE SUMMEUR OF ONE NINE FOUR THREE THE 

AMERICAN MAN DASH LIFT WILL ONLY BE INCREASED BY ANOTHER 

NINE ZERO CMA ZERO ZERO ZERO STOP IF THIS CANNOT BE 

REMEDIED THERE MAY WELL BE NO quESTI ON OF RESTORING THE 

SI TUATION UNTIL ONE NINE FOUR FOUR C~A WITH All THE 

MANY DANGERS THAT WOULD FOLLOW FROM SUCH A PROLONGATION 

OF THE WAR STOP SURELY IT IS POSSIBLE BY GIVING ORDERS 

NOW TO DOUBLE OR TREBLE THE AMERICAN MAN DASH LIFE BY 

THE SUMMER OF ONE NINE FOUR THREE STOP WE CAN DO LITTLE 

.. MORE BEYOND OUR TWO EIGHT ZERO CMA ZERO ZERO ZERO CMA 

AND LOSSES HAVE BEEN VERY HEAVY LAT ELY IN THIS CL ASS OF 

VESSEL STOP I SHOULD BE MOST GR ATEFUL IF YOU WOULD RE­

LIEVE MY ANXIETIES ON THI S SCORE STOP I AM ENTIRELY WITH 
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YOUJABOUT THE NEED FOR GYMNAST CMA BUT THE CH ECK WHICH 

AUCHI NLECK HAS RECEIVED AND THE SHIPP ING STRINGENCY SEEM 

TO IMPOSE OBSTINATE AND LONG DELAYS STOP PARA SEVEN WE 

ARE SENDI NG fROM fOUR ZERO CMA ZERO ZERO ZERO TO FIVE 

ZERO CMA ZERO ZERO ZERO MEN IN EACH OF OUR MONTHLY CONVOYS 

TO THE EAST STOP THE NEEDS OF MAINTAINING THE ARMY AND 

OF BUILDING UP THE AIR AND ANTIDASH AIRCRAFT FORCES IN 

THE INDIAN THEATRE WILL AT PRESENT PREVENT US FROM SENDING 

MORE THA N THR EE DIV ISIONS FROM HERE IN THE MARCH CMA APR IL 

AND MAY CONVOYS CMA THESE ARRIVING TWO MONTHS LATER IN 

EACH CASE STOP IT SEEMS TO ME THAT ALL THESE TROOPS MAY 

BE NEEDED FOR THE DEFENSE OF INDI A CMA AND CANNOT MAKE 

ANY PROVISION OTHER THAN THAT SUGGESTED IN PARA FIVE FOR 

THE TRANS DASH CASPIAN FRONT AND ALL THAT THAT MEANS ST~P 

PARA EIGHT PERMIT ME TO REFER TO THE THEME I OPENED TO 

YOU WHEN WE WERE TOGETHER STOP J APAN IS SPREADING ITSELF 

OVER A VERY LARGE NUMBER OF VULNERABLE POINTS OR TRYING 

TO LI NK THEM TOGETHER BY AIR AND SEA PROTECTION STOP THE 

ENEMY ARE BECOMING EVER MORE WIDELY SPREAD AND WE KNOW 

TH IS IS CAUSING ANXIETY IN TOK IO STOP NO TH ING CAN B~ 
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XXXC MARCH FOURTH FROM LONDON PAGE EIGHT 

DONE ON A LARGE SCALE EXCEPT BY LONG PREPARATION OF THE 

TECHNICAL AND TACT ICAL APPARATUS STOP WHEN YOU TOLD ME 

ABOUT YOUR INTENTION TO FORM COMMANDO FORCES ON A LARGE 

SCALE ON THE CALIFORNI AN SHORE I FELT YOU HAD THE KEY 

STOP ONCE SEVERAL GOOD OUTFITS ARE PREPARED CMA ANY ONE 

OF WHICH CAN ATTACK A JAPANESE DASH HELD BASE OR ISLAND 

AND BEAT THE LI FE OUT OF THE GARRISON CMA All THEIR 

ISLANDS WILL BECOME HOSTAGES TO FORTUNE STOP EVEN TH IS 

YEAR CMA ONE NINE FOUR TWO CMA SOME SEVERE EXAMPLES 

MIGHT BE MADE CAUSING GREAT PERTURBATION AND DRAWING 

FURTHER UPON JAP ANESE RESOURCES TO STRENGTHEN OTHER POINTS 

STOP PARA NINE BUT SURELY IF PLANS WERE SET ON FOOT NOW 

FOR THE PREPARATION OF THE SHIPS CMA LANDING DASH CRAFT 

CMA AIR CRAFT CMA EXP IDITIONARY DIVISIONS CMA ETC PD CM A 

All ALONG THE Cl liFORNI AN SHORE FOR A SERIOUS ATTACK 

UPON THE JAP ANESE IN ONE NINE FOUR THREE THIS WOULD BE 

A SOLID POL ICY FOR US TO FOLLOWISTOP MOREO VER CMA THE • 
STRENGTH OF THE UNITED STATES IS SUCH THAT THE 'WHOLE OF 

THIS WESTERN PARTY COULD BE DEVELOPED ON YOUR PACIFIC 

COAST WITHOUT PREJUDICE TO THE PLANS AGAINST HITLER 

-.o 10-tU . I 
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XXXC MARCH FOURTH FROM LONDON PAGE NINE 

ACROSS THE ATLANTIC WE HAVE TALKED OF TOGETHER STOP 

FOR A LONG TIME TO COME IT SEEMS YOUR DIFFICULTY WI LL 

BE TO BRING YOUR FORCES INTO ACTION AND THAT THE SHIP­

PING SHORTAGE WILL BE THE STRANGEHOLD STOP FROM THE 

FORMER NAVA L PER$0N 

PRIME 

IIGRADID OWCLASSI>I ED b7 lrlt. leb 
Gor\., 8\ato Dept. 'el., 3-29-71 
11 a. ll. hl'u »ate 

MAY 5 r.J72 

0911 



~ c•BLEGR•M 
• •C--4 

Received at the War Department Meue.ge Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg. , Woehington. D. C. 

MARCH 6 1942 

MEMBASSY LONDON 

To, __ ~P~O~T~US~--------

225P ____ M. 

-·--- -- lt 
UGfttiiEDE UU9bJ-ill£0 b) Bi I Ci eli-
Govt. , State Dept . tel . , 8-29- 72 

NO XXXC 17 MARCH S IXTH B7 R. B. Puke Date 
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AND .... NO THREE EIGHT PARA I HAVE RECEI VED THE 

FOLLOWING PROPOSAL FROM AUSTRALIA WHICH IS ENDORSED 

BY NEW ZEALAND STOP ON ACCOUNT OF ITS URGENCY AND 

IMPORTANCE I DID NOT WAIT FOR THE COMMENTS WHICH OUR 

CHIEFS OF STAFF ARE MAKING UPON IT STOP THEY ARE 

EXAMINING IT NOW STOP BEGINS TELEGRAM FROM AUSTRALI AN 

GOVERNMENT TO PRIME MINISTER NO ONE SIX SIX FOLLOWING 

FOR PRIME MINISTER FROM PRIME MINISTER BEGI NS STOP 

REGARDING CABLE NUMBER ONE SIX NINE RELATIVE TO THE 

EXTENSON OF THE ANZAC AREA AND THE MACHINERY FOR ITS 

CONTROL CMA WE HAVE NOW HAD AN OPPORTUNITY OF DISCUS­

SING THIS WITH A SPECIAL DELEGATION OF REPRESENTATIVES 

OF THE NEW ZEALAND GOVERNMENT COMMA AND THEIR CHIEFS 

OF STAFF STOP THE WHOLE MATTER HAS BEEN CONSIDERED AS 

ONE OF URGENCY IN THE LIGHT OF THE RAP ID DETERIORATION 

IN THE STRATEGIC SITUATION STOP AFTER AN EXCHANGE OF 

VIEWS WITH THE NEW ZEALAND GOVERNMENT CMA THE FOLLOWINy 

CONCLUSIONS HAVE BEEN UNANIMOUSLY -REACHED BY THE AUST­

RALIAN ADVISORY WAR COUNCIL CLN SUBPARA PAREN A PAREN 

PRESENT MILITARY POSITION STOP PAREN ONE PAREN JAPANESE 
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SUCCESSES PLACE AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND IN DANGER OF 

ATTACK STOP DARWIN CMA PORT MORESBY CMA NEW CALEDONIA 

AND FIJI ARE IMMEDIATELY THREATENED STOP OTHER POINTS 

LIKELY TO BE ATTACKED ARE THE NORTH EAST AND NORTH 

WEST COASTS OF AUSTRALIA CMA THE NEW. HEBRIDES AND 

TONGA TABU STOP THE JAPANESE HAVE DECISIVE AIR SUPER­

I~RITY AND CONTROL IN THE SEAS IN THE AREAS IN WHICH 

THEY ARE OPERATING ESPECIALLY AS THERE SEEMS TO BE NO 

PRESENT PROSPECT OF SUCH A CONCENTRATION AS WOULD 

ENABLE THE MAIN JAPANESE WAVE TO BE DEFEATED STOP PAREN 

TWO PAREN THE LOSS OF AUSTRAL! A AND NEW ZEALAND WOULD 

MEAN THE LOSS OF THE ONLY BASES FOR OFFENSIVE ACTION 

BY THE ALLI ED NATIONS AGAINST THE JAPANESE FROM THE 

ANZ AC ARE A STOP THE DEFENSIVE ASPECT IS OF COURSE 

VITAL IF THESE BASES ARE TO BE HELD STOP PAREN THREE 

PAREN THE BASIS OF OUR PLANNING MUST BE NOT ONLY TO 

ENSURE THE SECURITY OF AUSTRALI A AND NEW ZEALAND COMMA 

BUT TO USE THEM AS ARE AS FROM WHICH OFFENSIVE ACTION 

WILL BE LAUNCHED PAREN FOUR PAREN THE IMMEDIATE PROB­

LEMS WHICH ARE OF GREAT URGENCY ARE TO SECURE THE LINE 

OF COMMUNICATION FROM THE UNITED STATES CMA TO AUST­

RALIA AND NEW ZEALAND AND TO PREVENT THE SOUTHWARD 
9•- • t••• _ _ ,....,_. u.u- •-----~-"" u~u • f 
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MOVEMENTS OF THE ENEMY STOP SUBPARA PAREN B PAREN 

DEFINITION :oF· THE ANZAC ARH STOP WE ARE IN AGREEMENT 

WITH THE PROPOSAL OF THE CHIEFS OF STAFF OF THE UNITED 

KINGDOM THAT THE ANZAC AREA SHOULD INCLUDE THE MAINLAND 

OF AUSTRAL! A AND WE NOW RECOMMEND THAT IT SHALL EMBRACE 

CLN PAREN ONE PAREN THE PRESENT ANZAC AREA STOP PAREN 
. 

TWO PAREN THE WHOLE OF AU STRALIA AND ITS TERRITORIES 

NEW ZEALAND AND THE IS LANDS WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF 

THE PRESENT ANZAC AREA TO ·THE EXTENT NOT INCLUDED IN 

PAREN ONE PAREN STOP PAREN THREE PAREN ANZAC AREA TO 

THE WEST AND NORTH WEST OF AUSTRALIA INCLUDING TIMOR 

CMA AMBON CMA THE WHOLE OF NEW GUINEA AND SUCH SEA 

AREA WITHIN AN AGREED DISTANCE OF THE COAST WEST AREA 

AS MAY SUBSEQUENTLY BE DETERMINED STOP PAREN FOUR PARBN 

THE SEA AREA TO THE SOUTH OF AUSTRALIA STOP THIS EXTEN­

SION WOULD INVOLVE CONSIDERABLE INCREASED NAVAL RESPON­

SIBILITY AND TO MEET THIS 'LT WOULD BE NECESSARY FOR ADD­

ITIONAL NAVAL FORCES TO BE PROVIDED TO COVER THIS ADDIT­

IONAL COMMITMENT SUB PARA PAREN C PAREN MACHINERY FOR 

HIGHER DIRECT ION OF POLICY AND OPERATIONS IN THE ANZAC 

AREA THE UNITED KINGDOM CHIEFS OF STAFF STATED THAT IT 

IS DESIRABLE QUOTE THAT THE SUPREME COMMANDER OF THE 
ot•I .. O ... U I • • -4.. II.JUII UIU U • tl (:t ,. o• ( ,.O.I04U I U~\I. O , f• 
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ANZAC AREA SHOULD RECEIVE HIS INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE 

SAME AUTHORITY AS THE COMMANDER OF THE A B D A AREA AND 

THAT THE MACHINERY FOR ENSURING THAT THESE INSTRUCTIONS 

REPRESENT THE VIEWS OF THE UNITED NATIONS CONCERNED CMA 

SHOULD BE THE SAME IN BOTH CASES STOP UNQUOTE STOP THE 

ORIGINAL ABDA COMMAND HAS NOW BEEN DISPENSED WITH COMMA 

BUT YOU WILL BE AWARE .FROM CABLE NUMBER~ ZERO TWO 

THAT THE EXPER IENCES OF THE COMMONWEALTH GOVERNMENT DID 

NOT INDICATE THAT THE ORG ANIZATION CMA MACHINERY AND 

PROCEDURE WERE SATISFACTORY FOR COPING WITH THE VITAL 

PROBLEMS WITH WHICH WE ARE BEING BROUGHT FACE TO FACE 

STOP FURTHER CONFIRMATION OF THIS VIEW WAS OBTAINE.D 

DURING THE FINAL DAYS OF THE A B D A REGIME STOP OUR 

VIEWS ON THE MACHINERY REQUI RED FOR THE HIGHER DIRECTION 

OF THE ANZAC AREA ARE AS FOLLOWS CLN PAREN ONE PAREN 

GOVERNMENTAL MACHINERY STOP AN UNITED STATES DASH 

UNITED KINGDOM DASH ANZAC COUNCIL COMP RISING THE ACCRED­

ITED REPRESENTATIVES OF THE FOLLOWING GOVERNMENTS COLON 

THE USA CMA UN ITED KINGDOM CMA AUSTRALIA CMA NEW ZEALAND 

STOP THE CH~IRMAN TO BE THE PRESIDENT OF THE USA OR HIS 

DEPUTY AND THE COUNCIL TO BE LOCATED IN WASHINGTON STOP 

THE MEMBERSHIP MIGHT BE INCREASED AS DETERMINED BY THE 

0915 



- ---------

Received at the War Department Measa.re Centu 
Room 3441 Munitioou BldJ .. WuhiJ>Jton, D. C. 

RIGRADID URCLASSIYI!n by Bri ti1b 
Gov t . . State Dept . tel . , 3·~q -?2 

87 1\. H. Parke D~t. tMIY S 1q72 
To•-----~-~~-2----~ 

____ A!. 

COUNC IL IN THE LIGHT OF EVENTS AND EXPER IENCE STOP 

THUS CANADA WOULD BE ADDED IF SHE WERE TO SEND FORCES 

TO THE ANZAC AREA STOP THE COU NCIL WOULD BE RESPONS IBLE 

FOR THE HIGHER POLICY OF THE WAR IN THE ANZ AC AREA CMA 

AND WOULD DEAL WITH QUESTIONS OF POLl CY AND THE PRO­

CISI ON OF FORCES AND SUPPLIES STOP THE PROPOSED COUNCIL 

DOES NOT REPL~CE THE· PACIFIC COUNCIL STOP THE FUTURE 

DEMARCATION OF THE FUNCTI ~N AND RELAT IONSH IP OF THE 

TWO BODIES CAN BE DETERMINED BY EXPERIENCE AND THE 

CHANGING OF THE STRATEGICAL POSIT ION STOP PAREN TWO 

PAREN STRATEG ICAL CONTROL PARA THE GENERAL STRATEGI CAL 

OF THE ANZAC AREA WOULD BE VESTED IN THE 

ICOIMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF COMMITTEE AT WASHINGTON CMA 

BUT TO THIS COMMITTEE SHOULD BE ADDED FOR THE PURPOSE 

OF ANZAC STRATEGY CMA ONE NAVAL CMA ONE ARMY CMA AND 

AI R FORCE OFFICER CMA FROM EACH OF THE DOM INI ONS 

TO BE APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNMENTS OF AUSTRALIA 

AND NEW ZE ALAND AFTER CONSULTATION WITH THE SUPREME 

STOP PARA THIS REPRESENTATIVE CLOSELY APPROX­

IMATES TO THE ARRANGEMENT SUGGESTED BY THE PRESIDENT 

PARTICIPATION IN AUSTRALI A AND NEW ZEALAND OF 

........ . -
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SERVICE OFFICERS IN THE DISCUSSIONS INVOLVING THEIR 

NATIONAL INTEREST AND COLLABORATION UNDER THE ABDA 

SCHEME PAREN THREE PAREN SUPREME COMMANDER STOP PARA 

THE COUNCIL OR THE GOVERNMENTS CONCERNED WILL APPOINT 

A SUPREME COMMANDER PREFERABLY AN AMERICAN OFF ICER 

SUBJECT TO THE GENERAL STRATEGICAL DIRECTION OF THE 

CHIEFS OF STAFF COMMITTEE IN WASH INGTON CMA AS SPECI­

ALLY CONSTITUTED IN PAREN TWO PAREN STOP THE FUNCTIONS 

OF THE SUPREME COMMANDER WOULD BE COLON PAREN A PAREN 

TO EXERCISE GENERAL STRATEGIC DIRECTION OVER THE LAND 

CMA SBA AND AIR FORCES ALLOCATED TO THE AREA STOP PAREN 

B PAREN TO ALLOCATE WITHIN THE AREA THE FORCES AND 

E~U IPMENT THAT ARE AVA ILABLE CMA SUBJECT TO THE D~S­

CRETION OF THE GOVERNMENTS CONCERNED TO RETAIN THEIR 

OWN TROOPS IN THEIR AREA SHOU LD rHE CIRCUMSTANCES IN 

THEIR OPI NION NECESS ITATE IT STOP PARA THE SUPREME 

COMM ANDER SHOULD BE GUIDED BY THE PRINCIPLE OF THE 

DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY TO HIS COMMANDERS STOP IT 

6HOULD BE NOT PART OF HIS DUTY TO CONTROL THE DETAILS 

OF ACTUAL OPERATIONS STOP THE CONTROL OF THESE SHOULD 

BE LEFT TO THE LOCAL COMMANDERS STOP PAREN FOUR PAREN 

COMMANDERS OF NAVAL CMA MI LITARY AND AIR FORCES STOP 
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UNDER THE SUPREME COMMANDER AND RESPONSIBLE TO HI M 

WOULD BE CLN A NAVAL COMMANDER OF ALL THE NAVAL FORCES 

ALLOCATED TO THE AREA AS AT PRESENT COMMA AND AN ARMY 

AND AIR COMMANDER FOR EACH OF THE FOLLOWING CLN AUST­

RALIA CMA ITS TERRITORIES AND NEW CALEDONI A SEMICLN 

NEW ZEALAND ~AA FI J I AND ALL THE ISLANDS FOR WHICH 

NEW ZEALAND IS RESPONSIBLE STOP SUB PARA PAREN D 

PAREN DI RECTIVE TO THE SUPREME COMMANDER STOP PARA A 

DIRECT IVE CMA IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE GENERAL PRI NCIPLES 

EMBODIED IN ONE TO THE SUPREME COMMANDER OF THE ABDA 

AREA WOULD BE ISSUED TO THE SUPREME COMMANDER OF THE 

AN ZAC AREA STOP PARA TWO PO GENERAL OBSERVATI ONS STOP 

PAREN ONE PAREN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A COUNCIL AS 

SUGGESTED IS CONSIDERED ESSENTIAL FROM THE GOVERNMENTAL 

ASP ECT TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE VOICE BY THE AUSTR­

ALIA AND NEW ZEALAND GOVERNMENTS IN THE HIGHER POLICY 

OF THE WAR IN THE ANZAC ARE A CMA IN VIEW OF THEIR 

RESPONSIBIL ITIES TO THE PEOPLE AND PARLI AMENTS OF THESE 

DOMIN IONS FOR LOCAL DEFENCE AND THE FACT THAT THE WHOLE 

OF THEIR FORCES ARE BEING PLACED UNDER THE OPERATIONAL 

CONTROL OF THE SUPREME COMMANDER STOP PAREN TWO PAREN 
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THE COUNCIL WILL PROVIDE A DIRECT AND EXPEDITI OUS 

MEANS FOR PROJECTING A VIGOROUS WAR POLICY IN THE 

ANZAC AREA AND WILL GIVE THE CENTRALIZED SUPERVISION 

~HICH IS SO ESSENTIAL TO THE CONDUCT OF A WAR BY THE 

ALLIES STOP ITS LOCATION AT WASHINGTON WILL HAVE A 

NUMBER OF ADVANTAGES CMA INCLUDING GREATER PROXIMITY 

TO THE THEATRE OF WAR STOP PAREN THREE PAREN THE 

ADOPTION OF THE FORGOI NG PROPOSALS WOULD HAVE THE 

FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL ADVANTAGES WITHIN THE ANZAC AREA 

CLN PAREN A PAREN THE AREA WOULD BE A WORKABLE AREA 

AND ONE THAT WOULD ACCORD WITH THE' STRATEGY AND 

ADMINIS TRAT IVE REQUIREMENTS BOTH FOR DEFENSIVE AND 

OFFENSIVE WARFARE AGAINST THE ENEMY STOP PAREN B 

PAREN WITHIN THE AREA THERE WOULD BE UNIFIED CONTROL 

OF LAND SEA AND AIR FORCES TO ENSURE CLN PAREN ONE 

PAREN THE MOST EFFECTIVE DISTRIBUTION OF THE FORCES 

AVAILABLE ACCORDING TO THE PREVAILING CONDITIONS STOP 

PAREN TWO PAREN THE EMPLOYMENT OF ALL FORCES AND 

EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE ACCORDING TO A STRATEGICA PLAN 

THAT WILL BE BASED UPON THE SINGLE AIM OF DEFEATING 

THE ENEMY AND WILL NOT BE DEPENDENT UPON THAT FOR 

NATIONAL BOUNDARIES STOP PAREN THREE PAREN THE 
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FOLLOWI NG IS EFFECTI VE MACHINERY FOR ALLOCATI NG THE 

AVAILABLE FORCE.S STOP PARE N C PAREN THE MACH INERY 

FOR COORDINAT ION OF ALLIED EFFORT WITHIN THE ARE A 

WOULD BE THE MINIMUM NECESSARY FOR THE EFFECTIVE 

COORD INATION CMA AND A WI DE MEASURE OF RESPONSIBI LITY 

WOULD BE ACCORDED TO THE LOCAL COMMANDERS STOP PAREN 

ONE PAREN IN REGARD TO THE SUPREME COMMANDER TO BE 

APPO INTED BY THE COUNC IL CMA THE GOVERNM ENT WOULD 

WELCOME THE IMMEDIATE APPOINTMENT 'OF GENERAL BRETT 

UNITED STATES ARMY CMA IN VIEW OF HIS EXPERIENCE AS 

DEPUTY SUPREME COMMANDER OF THE ABDA AREA CMA THE 

KNOWLEDGE HE HAS GATHERED OF AUSTRALI AN AND NEW 

ZEAL AND REQUIREMENTS CMA lND THE GOVERNMENT AND SERVICE 

CONTACTS HE HAS MADE PAREN TWO PAREN THE ADV ISORY WAR 

COUNCIL REPRESENTING ALL POLITICAL PARTIES IN 

AUSTRAL IA REGARD THE WHOLE MATTER AS ONE OF OVER 

RID ING URGENCY PAREN THREE PAREN YOU WILL DOUBTLESS 

HEAR FROM THE PRIME MINISTER OF NEW ZEALAND WITHIN 

A MATTER OF HOURS STOP BOTH OF US AGREE THAT IT WI LL 

BE BETTER FOR YOU TO CONSIDER THE PROPOSAL AND WE 

REQUEST YOU TO RECOMMEND ITS ADOPT ION BY THE PRES IDENT 

STOP END STOP 
p 

0920 



... . t , 

Received at the War Department Mcuaa:e Center 
Room 3441 Munitiont Bide .. Wa•hiDCton, D. C. 

MARCH 6 1942 

____ M. 

From ____________ _ 

.. · ~~ - . 

Action 

To _____________________ __ ··----
CORRECTION ON XXXC NO. 17 MARCH 6TH TO POTUS 

ON PAGE 4, LINE 7, UNDERLINED WORD SHOULD 

BB "ONB" MAKING IT READ "CABLE NUMBBR ONE ZERO 

TWO". THIS IS CORRECTION FROM LONDON, 

R!GRADI» UNCLASSI7trD by Britiah 
Govt., S t~te Dept. tel., 3-29-72 
By II. B. l'arlr.o Dr.to MAY 

51972 

0921 



AEL 

Al!DI2 
120 p 

CABIEORAl! 
• 

Received at the War Department Message Center 
Room 3441 Munitiono Bldg., Waahi"l!ton. D. C. 

9:18 1 M. 

From lONDON 

CoJ1•~ufu.t11islud 4t nt>!td: 

Action Copy 

To THE ffiESIDENl' OF TilE UNITED STATF-5 
.· 

No. 2112. lo!ARCli 6th 

PERSONAL AND SECRET FOR TilE PRESIDENT FROid H1RlUJWI PARA TilE 
I 

PRIL!E liDIISTER RAS SHOl'iN UE HIS CABLE TO YOU IN INDIA PD THERE 

IS NO DOUBT liE AND THE WAR CABI NET ARE EARNESTLY STRUGGLING TO 

FIND A FO!U!ULA TRAT VIILL BE OF VALUE AT THIS MOIIENT AND INTEND 

TO TAKE SOI!E Afl''IRJ.IATIVE AC{TIOll PD THE DIPORTANCE OF .I.CTIOll IS 
• • l 

REOOGNIZED FOH ITS AFtECT ON OPINION AT HOldE CW. I N Al\ERIC1 AND 

' E!.SamEIIE QUI TE APART I'ROl.t INDIAN PARA ALTHOUGH THE PRilo!E IIINISTER 

liAS NOT SPECIFICALLY SAID SO CMA I RAVE THE FEELING HE WOULD BE 

I N'rERESTED IN XOUR REACTIOll PD I AM QUI TE SURE TRAT IN OILS AB­

SENCE I CAll CONVEY TO Hll! WHATEVER YOO J.[AY RAVE I N lliND WITHOUT 

EliBARAASSI!I!liT CW. IF YOU DO NOT WISH TO CABLE HIM DIRECT 

IICCLURE 

])ICLASSIFT.ED 
'~>tate Dept. lotter, l~11·'1ll 
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FILED 1 05At.4/7 • CABLEGRAM t 
Reecived at the: War Department Meua.ge Cc.nter 
Room 3441 Munitioru Blda .. Waahinaton. D. C. 

MARCH 6
1 

1942 

AC-4 

From AMEMBASSY LONDON 

To POIIJS WASH I NGTQN 

NO XXXC 18 MARCH SIXTH 

NUMBER THREE NINE PRIME MINISTER TO PRESIDENT 

ROOSEVELT FOLLOWING HAS JUST RE ACHED ME STOP I SEND IT 

TO YOU SO THAT YOU MAY KNOW HOW THE SITUATI ON IS DEVELOP­

INC AT THIS MOMENT STOP BEG INS FROM VICEROY TO SECRET~RY 

OF STATE FOR INDIA STOP P.t.RA ONE PO FOLLOWING IS BRIEF 

SUMMARY OF COMMANDER IN CHIEFS VIEWS CLN PRESENT PER­

CENTAGE OF COMPOSITION OF INDIAN ARMIES STOP HINDU 

FOUR ONE CMA MOSLEM THIRTY FIVE CMA SIKH TEN CMA GURKHA 

EIGHT AND HALF CMA OTHERS FIVE AND HALF STOP THE PUNJAB 

SUPPL IES FIFTY PER CENT OF WHOLE STOP PARA TWO SUB PARA 

A TAKEN BY ITSELF KNOWLEDGE FUTURE RIGHT TO SECEDE WOULD 

PROBABLY HAVE NO IMMEDIATE EFFECT IF PROPERLY PUT OUT 

CMA BUT DECLARATION OF LOCAL OPTION WOULD HAVE IWAEDI ATE 

EFFECT OF GREAT UNSETTLEMENT-WHICH WILL PROBABLY BECOME 

DANGEROUS AS COMMUNAL STRUGGLE OVER THES£ PROPOSALS 

DEVELOPS STOP LOCAL 9PTION WILL BE INTERRRETED AS ACCEPT­

ANCE OF PAKISTAN AND EFFECT WILL BE PARTICULARLY BAD ON 

PUNJAB STOP MOSLEMS OF ALL RANKS FROM PROVINCES NOT 
~ 

LIKELY TO ACCEDE WILL ASK HOW NON DASH ACCESSION PROVINCES 

ILL BE GOVERNED CLN WILL THEY HAVE ARMY OF THEIR OWN 

CMA AND IF NOT HOW WILL THEY DEFEND THEMSELVES 
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Received at the War Department Meau..ae Center 
Room H41 Munition• Blda .. Wuhinaton. D. C. 

___ _.I . 

R!CRADID ONCLASSIFI!D by Brl tiob 
From _ ________ klll~,_l; tate Dept . tel. , <l- 29-?2 

By R. H. Parka Dttt~U 

Action Copy 

To PAGE 2 -mAY 5 . 

REST OF INDIA OR AGA INST OWN MINORITIES E G S IKHS QUERY 

IN RESULT THE MINDS OF ALL WILL DEF INI TELY BE TAKEN OFF 

TASK OF FIGHTING OUR ENEMIES CLN AS A SEQUEL RECRUITMENT 

WILL BE GRAVELY IMPERILLED STOP SUB PARA B GENERAL TEND­

ENCY WOULD BE TO DISCOURAGE MARTI AL RACES CMA BUT BRING 

FORWARD LARGE NUMBERS FROM NON DASH MARTIAL CLASSES WHO 

WOULD BE WORTHLESS AGAINST EXTERNAL ENEMIES AND ONLY 

DESIRE TO BE ARMED AG AINST INTERNAL ENEMI ES STOP IN ANY 

CASE IF AS SEEMS PROBABLY CIIA WIDESPREAD COMMUNA L DIST­

URBANCES DEVELOP IN INDIA CMA TASK OF SUPPRESSI NG THEM 

WITH IND IAN TROOPS WILL BE IMPOSSI BLE STOP A POSSIBILITY 

OF COMMUNAL WARFARE IN INDIAN ARMY CANNOT BE EXCLUDED 

STOP SUB PARA C PROBABLE EFFECT ON STATES FORCES NOT 

CLEAR STOP SUB PARA D SERVING GURKHAS UNLIKELY TO BE 

AFFECTED ~TOP SUB PARA E EFFECT ON BRITISH OFF ICER IS 

LIKELY TO' BE DISP IRIT ING WHILE HIS DI FF~ CULTIES ARE 

INCREASED STOP NUM BER OF VOLUNTE ERS FOR INDI AN ARMY FROM 

ENGLAND IS LIK ELY TO DIMINISH STOP PARA THREE SUMMING .. 
UP COMMAND IN CHI EF CONS IDERS THAT GE NERALLY EFFECT 

OF CONTEMPLATED ANNOUNCEMENT ON FIGHTING SERV ICES WOULD 

BE DISASTROUS STOP HE IS QUITE CERTAIN CONTEMPL ATED ANN-

OUNCEMENT Will TAKE SOlDIERS UIND SOONER OR lATER ~F 
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Received at the War Ocpa.rtmcnt Metta.a:e Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg .. Waohington, D. C. 

P.lG~DED UNCLAEG!riEll by Sl'i tiah 

___ _.M. 

From ________ -'G..,o:uv"'t--'S"'' "-" tJ>'e Dep t . t el. , 3-29- 7!1 

Action Copy 

By R. B. Parko Da t "'AY 5 1972 
Pl CE 3 

To 

FIGHTING OUR ENEMI ES AND START HIM LOOKING OVER HIS 

SHOULDER STOP FINALLY PRESENT TIME WHEN THINGS ARE 

GO ING WRONG CUA WOULD BE PARTICULARLY UNHAPPY FOR 

SUCH ANNOUNCEMENT. 

PRIME 
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1238p/7 

, CABLEGRAM 

Received at t,he W•r Ocper'tmc.nt Mesaage Center 
Room 3441 Munition• Bid, .. Wathinflon, D. C. 

MARCH I 7 

AC 4 

From AIOIMBASSY LONDON 

To " PO'l'US 

NO, 19 MARCH 7th 

IICRADI D UNCLASSIY!!D by Brl tleb 
Govt., State Dept. tel., S-29- 72 

former NAVAL PERSON TO THE PRESIDENT PERSONAL 

rwM•BER FORTY PARA IF WINANT IS WITH YOIJ. NOW H 

DOUBT EQQPLAIN THE FOREIGN OFFICE VIEW ABOUT RUSS 

INCREASING GRAVITY OF THE WAR HAS LED ME TO FE 

PRINCIPLES OF THE ATLANTIC CHARTER OUGHT NOT TO 

BE COINs1iRU~D SO AS TO DENY RUSSIA THE FRONTIERS SHE OCCUPI 

ATTACKED HER STOP THIS WAS THE BASIS ON WHI 

CR ACCEDED TO THE CHARTER CMA AND I EQQPECT THAT A S 

EVERE OF LIQUIDATING HOSTILE ELEMENTS IN THE BALTIC 

STATES ETC CMA WAS EMPLOYED BY THE RUSSIANS WHEN THEY 

TOOK REGIONS AT THE BEGINNING OF THE WAR STOP I HOPE 

THERE THAT YOU WILL BE ABLE TO GIVE US A PRBE HAJm TO 

IITIEAT'Y WHICH STALIN DESIRES AS SOON AS POSSl'BLE ST 

"m">V'rilllTNG PORTENDS AN I MMENSE RENEWAL OF THE GERMAN INV 

IIRU33IA IN THE SPRING AND THERE IS VERY LITTLE WE C 

UHI!a.!' THE ONLY COlfflTRY THAT IS HEAVILY ENGAGED WITH 

GEJR~~ ARMIBS STOP PARA TWO WITH REGARD TO YOUR CONV 

BRSATIO!I THE 3TAPP3 ABOUT MY LONG TELEGRAM CMA I SROUL 

D LIKE TELL YOU CMA FOR 'YOURSELF ALONE CMA THAT I AM BY 

I IEC~QCLUJDING AN EFFORT FROM HERE TO ~.J<E THE WEIGHT 

HITLER IS DEFINITELY COMMITTED TO THE ATTAC 
1 1«1."-"• •o.u• ••• 

09~6 



··' • 1 
Received at the Wu Department Meaaaae Center 
Room 3441 Munition• Bld11 .• Wuhi"llton, D. C. 

. MESSAGE NO , 19 SEVENTH 

Action 

From ______ ______ _ 

.. 

K STOP 

PAGE TWO To ________________________ _ 

DO NOT WANT TO DISCUSS THIS WITH THE COMBINED STAP 

AT THE PRESENT TIME STOP I HOPE IT CAN REMAIN SEC 

OS STOP PARA THREE I AM KEEPING YOU INFORMED 

SO THAT YOU MAY SEE THE DIFFICULTIES I HAVE TO 

T!E WEIGHT OF THE WAR IS VERY HEAVY NOW AND I MUS 

IT TO GET STEADILY WORSE FOR SOME TIME TO COME 

PRIME 

' RI:GRADED 1Ji'~LASSI !'n!D by Br i tioh 
Govt. , SL.u Dep t. tel., 3-29-72 
By R. H. Parka D&R 

- MAY _ _a 1972 
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.(MDI 22 
1009PM/7 

CARl FORA!.! 
• 

Receivtd at the War Depertmc.ot Mepage Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldr .. Wuhinaton. D. C. 

AC--4 

MARCH z, 1Q42 

6:38PM. 

From AMEMBASSY LONDON 

Action Copy 

To POT!!S WASHN 

RZGRAD!D OliCLASStri!D by !1'1 tleb 
Govt. , Stcto Dept . tel., 8-29-72 

NO XXXC 20 MARCH SEVENT"r a. Jl, Pvu .O.H 
-- -MAY qg· 

FORMER NAVAL PERSON TO PRESIDENT PERSONAL AND -~ · 1 

tiiiiiiNo_FORTYONE PO IN PURSUANCE OF MY PLAN OF KEEP ING 

YOU INFORMED ABOUT OUR INDI AN POLICY AND IN CONT INUATI ON 

OF MY TELEGRAM NO THIRTY NINE IN WHICH I GAVE YOU IYAVELL~ 

VtEWS I NOW SEND YOU A TELEGRAM FROM THE VICEROY CMA 

JUST RECEIVED CMA AS WELL AS ONE FROM THE GOVERNOR OF 

THE PUNJAB STOP THESE ARE NOT CMA OF COURSE CMA THE 

ONLY OPINIONS ON THESE MATTERS CMA BUT THEY ARE VERY 

SERIOUS WHEN THE ENEMY IS BATTERING AT THE CA'fcE AND 

WHEN THE PUNJAB SUPPL IES FIFTY PER CENT OF ALL FIGHTING 

TROOPS WHICH CAN TAKE PART IN DEFENCE OF INDIA STOP WE 

ARE STILL .PERSEVERING TO F I NO SOME CONCILIATORY AND 

INSPIRING PROCESS CMA BUT I HAVE TO BE CAREFUL THAT WE 

DO NOT DISTURB BRITISH POLIT ICS AT A MOMENT WHEN THINGS 

ARE INCREASINGLY AQUIVER STOP FOLLOWING ARE VICEROYS 

COMMENTS WITH RELATION TO WAVELLS APPRECIATION STOP 

BEGINS PARA THERE IS DANCER OF COMMUNAL POSITION IN 

PUNJAB BEING MISUNDERSTOOD AT HOME AND FOLLOWING CONSIDE 

ATIONS ARE THEREFORE PUT FORWARD WITH PARTICULAR REFER­

ENCE TO PROPOSAL FOR LOCAL OPTION TO REMAIN SEPARA~E 
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• 
Received at the War Department Meuaae Center 
Room 3'141 Munitiom Blda •• Wuhinaton. D. C. 

____ _n{. 

REGRADED U~;CLASS!!"t~D b1 Bl , oh 
--- -------:G,_.o ... yt,... . ..._.su.utmo Dept . tel. ' 3- 20- n 

By R. B. Parko Dat& 

TD'- - --- --- - -t1Mt11AYY 5 

FROM CENTRAL UNI ON STOP PU NJAB MOSLEMS IF THEY 

REMAIN UNITED COULD NO DOUBT ENSURE EXERCISE OF OPTION 

TO REMAIN SEPARATE IN CASE OF PUNJAB CM A BUT FOR 

FOLLOWING REASONS THEIR OWN COMMUNAL APPREHENSIONS 

MUST BE ALLAYED STOP SIKHS WOULD BE ALARMED AT PROS­

PECT OF PREDOMINANTLY MOSLEM AND SEPAR~TE PUNJAB AND 

WOULD BEGIN TO PREPARE THEMSELVES FOR TROUBLE STOP 

CERTAI NTY OF SUCH TROUBLE ARISING WOU LD CAUSE PUNJAB 

MOSLEMS TO LOOK TO THEI R OWN DEFENCES STOP IDEA OF 

A SEPARATED PUNJAB WOULD THEREF ORE STILL KEEP BOTH 

SIDES EMBI TTERED STOP NUMBER OF ARMS KNOWN TO BE HIDDEN 

IN PUN J AB GIV ES CAUS E FOR ADDITI ONAL ANXIETY STOP 

FURTHER INFLAMMATION OF COM'AUNAL PASSIONS CAN ONLY 

BE PREVENTED BY GUARANTEE THAT WE WILL ENSURE MODER­

AT ION AND PE ACE EITHER IN A SEPARATE OR FEDERATED 

PUNJAB STOP PARA LATEST ROUTINE REPORT FROM GOVERNOR 

OF PUNJAB REFERS TO SERIOUS DETERIORATION IN PUBLIC 

MORALE AS A RESULT OF SAO NEWS FROM FAR EAST CMA AND 
• TO GROWING MUTUAL DISTRUST AND STRA IN IN RELATIONS 

BETWEEN MOSLEMS AND S IKHS STOP ENOS FOLLOWING IS 

TELEGRAM FROM GOVERNOR OF PU NJAB STOP BEGI NS 

FOLLOWING ARE MY VIEWS ON EFFECT ON PUNJAB OF IMMEDIATE 
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Received at the War Department Messase Center 
Room 3441 Munitiono Bldg •. Washington, D. C. 

,_ _ ___ M. 
n.r.ul'tADED U!ICLASSIFIED by Br i tioh 

-
--------,;G,;ov,t;.:. . .;• .,..:S:.:t~a to Dept. tel. , 3-29-72 

By R. H. Pari• Date 
trl~\1 ,, To 

DECLARATION THAT INDIA WILL AT FUTURE DATE BE GIVEN 

A I GHT TO S·ECEDE FROM EMP I AE STOP RESPONSIBLE SECT I ON 

OF MOSLEMS WHO ARE MAJORITY HOLD UNSHAKEABLE VIEW 

THAT UNTIL CONSTITUTION ACCEPTABLE TO MOSLEM INDIA 

IS DEVISED CMA BRITAIN MUST CONTI NUE TO HOLD THE ROPES 

STOP THEY, WILL CERTAINLY BE WORRIED THAT CONSTITUTION 

ON Ll NES CONTEMPU.TED WOULD PLACE POWER IN HANDS OF 

HINDUS WHOM THEY ALREADY SUSPECT OF PRO DASH JAPANESE 

TENDENCIES STOP THEY WILL THEREFORE BE DIVERTED FROM 

WORKING FOR DEFENCE OF INDIA AS A WHOLE AND SEEK TO 

ALIGN THEMSELVES ELSEWHERE STOP UNPAECENTED INTEN­

SIFICATION OF BITTERNESS BETWEEN SIKHS AND MOSLEMS 

CMA BETWEEN WHOM RELATIONS ARE ALREADY DANGEROUSLY 

STRAINED CMA WILL RESULT STOP ALL COMMUNITIES WILL 

WISH TO KEEP THEIR OWN MEN AT HOME TO D~FEND THEIR 
I 

OWN INTERESTS AND RECRUITMENT WILL AS A,RESULT BE VERY 

SERIOUSLY AFFECTED STOP DISORDERS WILL BE INEVITABLE 

AND PRESENT GREATLY REDUCED SCALE OF SECURITY TROOPS 

LIKELY TO BE INSUFFICIENT STOP MOSLEM LEAGUE WILL 

PROBABLY GREATLY INCREASE STRENGTH IN PUNJAB AND 

WILL USE INFLUENCE RUTHLESSLY FOR PURPOSE OF DISRUPTION 

STOP PRIMIER OF PUNJAB WILL PROBABLY RESIGN WITH MOST 
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Rec.eived at the War Oepart:ment Meaaae Ccntu 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldr .• Wuhinrton. D. C. 

RIGRADID ONOLASSIFt!D by British 
- -----O,Oo,.v't't.,, ,;--1!-Bt<tattt~o Dept. tel. , 8-29-72 

87 R. B. Parke Date ;• 
To'------------=~ 

OR ALL OF HIS MINISTERS STOP THIS WOULD HAVE VERY 

SERIOUS EFFECT AS NO DASH ONE ELSE COULD HELP IN THE 

WAR AND HOLD THE PUNJAB TOGETHER AS PRESENT PREMIER 

HAS DONE STOP DECLARATION THAT PROVINCES WILL HAVE 

LOCAL OPTION OF ACCEDI NG TO CENTRAL INDIAN UNION WILL 

NOT COUNTERACT EFFECT OF DECLARATION THAT INDIA WILL 

HAVE RIGHT TO SECEDE FROM EMPIRE DEALT WITH ABOVE STOP 

PUNJAB IS NOT HOMOGENEOUS BUT COMPOSED OF COMMUNITIES 

ANTAGONISTIC TO EACH OTHER AND INTERNAL TROUBLE WOU LD 

BE UNAVOIDABLE STOP PUNJAB WOULD PROBABLY NOT ACCEDE 

TO UNION STOP MOSLEM COMMUNITY WOULD TEND TO FORM BLOC 

WITH CO DASH RELIGIONIST NEIGHBOURS STOP 

PRIME 
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IAE FILED 357P/9 

CABLEGRAM 

Received at the Wa.r Oc:pa_rtment Mtoa.tc CeDtcr 
Room 3441 Munitions Biela., Wuhi.,.ton, D. C. 

AC-4 

\lARCH 9 1942 

11 :05AM. 

From LONDON 

Action Copy 

To POTUS 

NO. 21 MARCH 9 

FORMER NAVAL PERSON TO PflES I DENT ROOSEVEL T PERSONAL 

ANI) FOUR TWO PARA AM MOST DEEPLY GRATEFUL 

FOR YOUR PROMPT AND GENEROUS RE:iPONSE TO MY SUGGESTIONS 

STOP NEW POSITION IS BEING EXAMINE!) BY OUR STAFFS COM\IA 

AND I YIILL CABLE YOU SHOR'TLY STOP 

. . 

PRIME 

~DID ~CLASII7JID by Brltieh 
II a'altpato. Dept . tel.' 3-.29-?a 

' • ...... Da\o 

MAY 51972 
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Alml 1 R«t:ived at thr War Dept.rtment Meeeaae Ct.ntc.r 
1040 All TillE FIUlD Room )HI Munitions Bide .. Wuhinaton, 0 . C. 

MARCH 10, 1942 

5 o4 6 A.M. 

Fr~tm LONDON 

• 

Action Co y 

T~t THE PRESID~T OF THE UNI1ED S'l'A.TES 

llO. 22 IIA.RCB TB!.'TH 

TO PRESIDENT .... A1!D PERSOIIA.L NO FOUR THREE PARA. 1IE SHALL 

GIVE STARK THE WA.RIIEST WELCOl!B A.ND EVERY FACILITY FROII FORIIER 

NAVAL PERSON 

PRI~lE 

RIGRADJD UftCLASSIFIID by Brltinb 
Oovt ., State Dept. tel.; '8~29-72 , 
a7 a. a. raru !laM. MAY 5 1nn 

tl t+N• ,._•"• - u u otu t.uu •- ct .. !H . . . ... u . u ou ,• , , 
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, 1 A9-4 CABLE GRAJ.! I > 

"' ' 
Received at the. War Department Mesaage Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Waohi ngton , D. C . 

, -
J • ~ 

1942 ,i}f;, -. 
lolaroh 14, 

LOIIWN 

To THE PRESIIE!IT OF THE UNITED STATES 

I; !i.· _,5"''"'59..._.P_.. __ M 

No . 24, March 14th, GoYt., State Dept. tel ., S-29-72 
By R. H. Parka DatlliiV '5 1\i' 

FORMER NAVAL PERSON TO PRESI DENT PER99JIAL AND ~ 
. ' l~/ 

FORTY FOUR PARA WE RAVE OECI !ED TO ro· BONUS C!!A AND AS IT IS QUITE 

IJ.!POSSIBLE TO WEAKEN OUR EASTERN FLEET ?IB SHALL HAVE TO USE THE 

WHOLE OF FORCE H NOW AT GIBRALTAR PO THIS WILL LEAVE THE WESTERN 

EXIT OF THE MEmTERRANEAN UNCOVERED CJJA WHICH I S MOST UNIESIRABLE PO 

WOULD IT BE POSSIBLE FOR YOU TO S.EIIll 8-"/ T\1'0 BATTLESHIPS CJoiA All AIR-

CRAFT CARRIER CMA SOME CR!JI SERS AN D IESTROYERS CMA FROM THE ATLANTIC 

CJoiA TO T AKJ:: THE PLACE OF FORCE H TEMPORARILY QUERY FORCE H WOULD BAVE 

TO LEAVE GIBRALTAR t!OT LATER TliAN !.:ARCH THIRTY AllD COULD IIA.RILY 

REACH GIBRALTAR AGAIN BEFORE THE END OF JUNE PD WE HAVE NOT PLAllliBD 

ANY OPERATION FOR FORCE H INSIDE THE MEmTERRANEAll BETWEEN APRIL ONE 

AND THE END OF JUNE PD IT IS lo!OST UNLIKELY TIIAX FREilCH RETALIATION CJ.lA 
I 

IF ANY CJoiA FOR BOliUS WOULD TAKE THE FORM OF ATTACKING UlfiTED STATES 

SHIPS BY AIR PO MORAL EFFECT OF UNITED STATES SHIPS AT GIBRALTAR 

"""'m ~ CJoiA IN ITSELF Cl.!A BE HIGHLY BENEFICIAL ON BOTH SI IES OF THE 

STRAITS PO OPERATION BONOS CANNOT GO FORWARD UNLESS YOU ARE ABLE TO IXl 

THIS PD ON THE OTHER HAND CJoiA THERE ARE TBE GREATEST DANGERS IN 
ABOUT 

LEAVIIlG BONUS TO BECOIJE A JAP.Al:ESE BASE PD 1\'E ARE NOT TELLING ANYONE / 

OUR PLAJIS AI!D ASSAULTING TROOPS MINGLE QUITE EASILY WITH OUR IJARCH 

CONVOY 1'0 THE EAST PD A SEPARATE TELEGRAM WILL EXPLAIN THE MEANING OF 

BONUS. 
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CABLEGRAM 

AC -4 
Received at the War Department MtMeae Center 
Room 3H 1 Mururions Bid,., Wuhinaton. D. C. 

MARCH 15 1942 

627 A M. 

LONDON 

To•--~PO~TU~S~--------------

NO. 25 MARCH PIPTBBNTH 

FORMER NAVAL PERSON TO PRESIDENT PERSONAL AND 

NUMBER PORTYPIVE PDPOR BONUS READ MADAGASCAR NOW 

RONOLAD PO 

PRIMB 

ftiGRADlD UN~LASSIFltD by Brltiob 
Go• t ., s ~a<o Dept. tel . , 3-29-?a 
17 1\. B. Parkl Da\aMAY S IS/

2 
• 
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CAR! ffiRAil 

Received at the War Department Metaaae Center 
Room 344 I Munitiol'lt Bids •• Wa•hiQ~ton, D. C. 

l!arch 17. 

AC-4 

1942 

11;58 'A M. 

From Al.'iEllBASSY LONOON 

To I'OTIJS WASHINJ'l'Oll ,, 

No XXXC 26 seventeenth 

Pormer Naval Person to President personal and ••• number 46. 

1 . I have been earnestly considering your's of March 10. 

Although I sent a par aphrase of the operative parte of your proposals 

to Australia nnd !lew Zealand, I have not. yet beard from them. It 

may be that Australia is relying on the discussions you will have 

with Dr. Evatt who should now be with you . 

2 . I have also had the proposal& elCa.llli.Md b:r our Chiefs of 

Stnff , In princ iple we see great. merits in t he simpl ification 

resulting from the American control of the Pacific Sphere and t he 

British control of the Indian Sphere, and indeed there is no other 

way. There a re however certain iasues, SOClfl funchment&l., which I 

nrus t. pl'lce before you . 

J. Nothing mus t prevent. the United States and British Navies 

from working to a coO!I!IOn strategy from Alaska to CApetown. The 

immense dietanees and practical facts require them to act in widely 

separat e d theaters, but they must operate with a single purpose , an 

exact ti.ooing , end upon closel,y coordinated plans. 

1,. l{e are building up and eball presently have a respectable 

force which will be based in the Cont.ral Indian Ocean. This force 

already consists of five (5 ) battleships, two (2) of our lateet 
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Received at the War Department Mcsaage Center 
Room )441 Munition• Bldg. , Washington, D. C. 

_____ M. 

From J\IGRAD!D UNCLASSIFIED by British ----------- =-- -- Govt., State Dept . tal., 3-29-72 

Ac.tion 

To'~-------B.:.y_R_._B_. _P_a_rk_•_ Date M - AY 51972 

aircraft carriers, four (4) modern cruisers and several older one, 

and thirteen (13) destroyers; all under the command of Admiral 

Somervile who has done well in a great deal of fighting in the 

Mediterranean. The r emnants of the Dutch Nwy are reforming with 

our assistance and ~ish to work under our command. In one month 

the m:>dern aircraft carrier illustrious, in two months the valiant 

and in six months, we hope, the Queen Elizabeth will reinforce 

ou r Eastern Fleet. On completion of the refit s of Nelson, Rodney 

and King George Fifth, and should the situation permit, we should 

consider sending either Nelson or Rodney or possibly both to join 

the- Eastern Fleet . 

5. The British Eastern Fleet, composed as it is to a great 

extent of old ships with short range guns, could only deal with a 

certain nUIOOer of the Japanese Fleet, Similarly, a gener&l. fleet 

engagement between the whole Japanese Fleet and the American Pacific 

Fleet would be a close run thing. 

6 . Therefore i t seems to us that all our Naval Forces must 

be directed from a single standpoint , and their problems virwed as 

a whole . This can only be dore by the machinery of the combined 

Chiefs of the Staff Commit tee, acting directly under you and me in 

ror eeparate 
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Received at the War Department Meaace Center 
Room 3441 MunitioM Bid,., 0. C. 

_ _ _ _ M. 

From'---------------------------
U GRAD!D UNCLASSIFI ED by Sri t11h 
to~'.·, s tti • • D~t. tel . , 8-211·72 

Action 

To> __________ IJ'>:.......,l\,..... __ H. Parka Da'- f'!iflY 
page J No XXXC 26 Seventeent~ 

Comouu>ds in the Peci!ic and India Spheres must be effectively 

subordins ted to this supreme CoJ11lla.nd. I feel sure I am right 

in r eadine your proposals in t his sense. 

7. On this basis we welcome your proposal·that an American 

should be appointed Co.mlallder in Chief of all Allies and of all 

three services in the Paci!ic i\rea, with local CO!m'.anders in 

Austttlia, llew Zealand, etc. 

8 . 'iie alao agree that t he American Chief s of the Start 

under your direction should deci de day to day oper ati onal questions 

affect ing the action of tlis American Coll¥1l4nder in Chief in the 

Paci!ic Area . 

9. Yle suggest however that Staff Officers from Australia , 

New Zealand, the Dutch and t he Chinese should be available in 

Washington to serve t he Al!lerican Staffa on oper ational matters a s 

may be necessary. These officers might also be the t echnical 

adYisers of the member s of the Pacific Council in Washingt on to 

which I refer in paragraph eleven ( ll) bel.ow. VIe have such an 

arreng81Mnt succeaatull;r working in London 1'1011 . 

10. So much !or the executive conduct of t he Pac1!1e war. 
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Rcc>e-lved at the War Department Meaaa:e Center /"""'\ 
Room 3441 MunitioM Bide •• Wuhinaton, D. C. 

---~M. 

u rger issues. Owing to geography they must be duplicated and 

have the same composition on each side o! the Atlantic ocean. 

There will in fact be two Pacific Councils. The one in Washington, 

lying as it will in close touch with the American Executive machinery 

in the Pacific Area, will naturally have more practical and more 

effective influence upon events than its reproduction in London. 

It ia not possible to draw a line between strategic and political 

matters, ss t he se are interwoven at the top. 

ll . As we s ee it, qur Pacific council in London would discuss 

t he whole state of the war against Japan and we would senl our 

opinions !rom ti.m8 to ti.m8 to the siJ!lll&! body in the United Statee. 

The executive conduct ot the Pacific war against Japan would remain 

the integral responsibility of the United States acting through 

the American Chiefs of the Staff and the American Conwander in Chief , 

subject always to the coordination of Naval effort as stated in 

paragraph three (3) and to the decisions on grand strategy which are 

the fUnction of the combined Chiefs of the Staff and the Heads of 

Ooverrmenta similarly the executive conduct of operations in the 

Indian Theatre would remain the intregal responeibillty o! the 

British \lar Cabinet acting through the Commander in Chief Eastern 

Fleet and the British Chiefs or the Staff, but the Pacific Council 
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in tlashi.ngton would send us their opinions when they thought fit, 

12. It follows from the above that tho United Kingdom 

should have a representative on the Pacific Council in Washington 

and that you 3hould have a representative on ~he Pacific Council 

in London. Equally we would keep your Representative i.nfonned 

ot the course of a!taire in the Indisn Ocean, which a1ao forma 

a largo part of tho Sphere of the London Pacific Council. The 

Dutch, for instance, are full of ideas for counter attacks on the 

Japanese captured places , which we will do our beet to further 

before the summer is far advanced. 

13. Turning b.,ck agdn to the highest war direction, 

the present arrangement centres upon the COCibined Ch1efe of 

the Staff Camlittee in Washington . The three British representa­

tives in Washington act in accordance with the instructions of 

the Britieh Chief s or the Staff Committee in London. Do you 

wish that American representatives , say Admiral Stark and General 

Chaney, should oit in on Japanese matters froo time to time with 

our three Chiefs of the Staff here. 

14. I have now hoard from New Zealand t hat they welcome 

your kindly offer to send an American Division at t he dates 

mentioned into New Zealand. They have at no time asked for the 

.. , .. --~• --•••w•• ~•••-• ·•-c.. . ll!•'-•-u'u.~? 
. ;; -'0 
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withdrawal of their Division from the l!iddle East, and they do 

not ask now, At the same time they do not wish to engage tho~ 

s olves never to ask for such r e turn . If, for instance, they 

wore heavily invaded their menabroada would f eel deep d.i,atroaa 

about their homes and f&llilios and desire to go home and defend 

them. However, I do not think they are going to be heavily in-

' vaded, and anyhow the matter would be governed by shipping. Tluire-
' 

f ore let us take it as settled that you send a United States 

Division to New Zealand and tho New Zealand Division remains in 

the lli.ddle East, at any rate for many months to coma. Y011 will 

probably know from Dr Evatt aa soon as I from JJr Curtin what 

t he Australian position is. It would certainly be moat unfortunate 

if tne last Australian Division loft the Middle East on the eve 

of the German offensive against the Caucasus . 

15. On the supreme and general outlook in the Pacific, we 

are both agreed on the paramount importance of regaining the in­

itiati ve against Japan and taking all the captured places their 

hostages to fortune , as they were formerly ours. We assume that 

any largo scale methods of achieving this woul d be capable of 

being discussed by the combined Chiefs of the Staff Committee in 

Washington and would not be settled out of hand by the American 
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Action Copy 

Chiefs of the Staff and their American Commander i n Chief . VIe 

should naturally con~ul.t similarly on large scale methods in our 

area. 

16. There are a few points of detail. In your telegram of 

March ten you say "India would not be occupied by American troops 

or planes," but in your earlier message to me , No . 113, in which 

you set out American air dispositions overseas for 1942, you aL­

located sixty heavy bombers and eighty pursuit airenaft !or t he 

China-India- Burma area . We hope thie propoul holds good. 

17. Furthermore in detatl, we woul.d rather have the American 

light bombers and fighters which you think sending to Engl~d by 

J uly sent to the Middle East, where American aircraft of these types 

are already oper&ting. VIe are very short of these types in t he 

Middle East and cannot increase what we are sending from here. 

By sending American typee direct you would save the double lift 

and thus shipping. We have had to bleed, the !.Iiddle East so J!lllch 

in order to help India, Ceylon and Bunna that I am very anxious 

about our air position in that area • 
• 
'I.a. We have agreed on a line dividing t he p.acif1e and Indian 

spheres, but naturally t his line woul d be alastic, depe ndent on the 

movements of the enemy or tasks we might appoint for our forces. 
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Received at the Wa_r Oepartmtnt Menase Center 
Room 3441 Munition• Blda .. Washington, D. C. 

must not have anything so rigid as to hamper planning or 

The First Se!i Lord is anxious that I should put 

the following point to you. (Begins) As the ~aval responsibility 

for dealing with sea-borne raids of the North \'lest and l'iest Coasts 

of Australia will be British, we assume that under your proposals, 

in which there are only two areas in the East, the boundary be-

tween them will generally follow the line of the Dutch Islands, 

as necessary to give room for your ·submarine patrols to 

the south of these islands (Ends). Perhaps 'this could be taken 

care of in the final drawing of the line. 

19. I have not attempted to discuss in this telegram your 

proposals for the joint control of the north and south Atlantic 

area. Pound is making some suggestions to King for a co-ordination 

of effort in the event of a break out of German ships . 

20. , To sum up, I feel that your proposals as I have ven-

tured to elaborate and interpret them will achieve the double pur­

pose, namely (a) integrity of executive and operational action, 

and (b) opportunity of reasonable consultation for those whose 

fortunes are involved ends message. 

Prime 
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NO 27 March seventeenth 

liO 4l 
- Your J·.o one two one (121) . 1'/e are delighted 

Action Copy 

J.:acarthur has arrived in Australia and that he has 

been appointed supreme commander with general ac­

clamation. 

You will by now have received my long reply 

to your tlo one one five (115) about the division 

of responsibil ity aeainst .Japan. I am cabling you 

tonight about Durma command. Former naval person . 

Prlme 
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AC-4 

March 17, 1942. 
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From London 

To The President of the lmited States 

No. 28, March 17t h, RIGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Britieh 
Govt., Sta•u Dept . t el., S-29-72 

NUmber forty eigj}t (48) ~,. R. B. Parka Datei.IAY 5 1972 

Former Naval Person to President personal and ..... 
1, Your numbers one one nine (119) and one t wo 

zero (120) , If Tirpitz comes out onl y the fastest 

heavy ships are of any use. 1'/e must therefore keep 

two (2) King George Fifths and Renown in north wor!d.ng 

with our on!y remaining fast aircraft carrier on t his 
•• 

stat ion. Tirpitz has gone north t o strike at our joint 

munition convoys to RUssia ana action may easil y arise. 

Texas class could not play any part in such fighting. 

They could not therefore release.cor responding force to 

go t o Gi bral ter. 

2. In view of your help we coul d send to Gibral tar 

one eight (8) inch cruiser and four (4) destroyers 

(British) from the home fleet and makeshift with that 

while force HYPo i s away . 

3. we shoul d great l y welcome your sen<ling to home 

fleet one or two heavy cruisers, not less than four (4) 

destroyers, and above all please a fast carrier invaluable 

to join Victorious in catching Tirpi tz . 



• 

I 
Received o.t the War Department Meuaae Center 
Room 3H I Munition> Blcl( .• Wuhinaton. D. C. 

___ _ M. 

From ____________ _ 

Co pits funt (IAtd cu noted: 

Action Copy 

To ______________________ ___ 

Page two o! No. 28 from London. 

4. ·.1e assume any ships you will send will be 

under operational orders of c inc , home fleet . 

5. Your points about sinkings and Atlantic 

convoys are being gone into separately, and a further 

signal will be made !rom Pound to King. 

t 

.,,,,.,_•It _.• U!Uo fA'Ut . .. , l • .•• IIC •• I ..-t•,u I"'.U t t , 

Prime . 

.llJGRADBD UN 
Govt CLASSIFIED b 
.._ . ' State Dept Y Brltle' 
-~ Jl, Jl. Pvu · tel. • 3-29-7; 

Date • 

MAY 51972 
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Action 

To The President of t he united States 
RIGRADED 

NO. 29, March 17th , 

Former Naval Person to 

•• I . B. Parka Date 

President personal an~y 
u-w..-. No . 49. 

Your message Of !.'arch 15 about Military command 

in Burma and southern China. we do not think that 

suggestion that General Stilwell should have a 

seJ>anate military command in Burma as well as in . 
ll sc>ut;hern China would work: well . I cannot do better 

than send you the message ju~t received by me rrom 

Alexander. 

"From Burma army number nine (9) March 15 . 

1. General stilwell arr~ved here yest erday 

llu r,rr•h 14 and stated that Generalissimo had i ssued 

s t opping the movement of Fifth ~ to Toungoo 
,./., 

This is serious i n view on possible early 

lla<1vaLnce of Japanese on this fron~ and it is of urgent 

t o transfer one BurDiv. to Prome Area as 

l~!l"eed with China. Seventeenth Div alone i n present 

II QT'R T~ will have difficulty i n holding up enemy adv~ce 

s19n 

stilwell has wired Generaliss11no on t his 

j ect and meanwhile is giving orders for certain moves 

Dennys (since ld.lled) has also gone t o 
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REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British 
To----------------------~~· State Dept . tel. , 3-29-72 ·· 

Page two of No , 29 !rom London, 

Chtmgking to clarity situation. 

2 . stilwell also states Generalissimo has 

placed him in Independent command of Chinese troops 

in Bunna which until March fourteen were under me , 

' 971: 

Have had no other notification , This arrangement appears 

very unsatisfact ory as Stilwell has not necessary staff 

or local knowledge to take command and his other duties 

must inevitably interfere, We have built up supply 

organizati on for China who have no supply units and also 

complete liaison organizati on d own to divisions which 

Stilwell cannot replace." 

WOuld it not be better for Stilwell to be under 

general directions of Alexander in respect of troops 

moving actually 1n British terri tory where we are 

responsible for supply and will have constantly 

increasing forces? Alexander is one of our best Officers 

and cut his way out of the Rangoon Area with great 

determination. 

Prime • 

... ----~--
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R«.e.ived at the War Department Me:N*a:e Cente.r 
Room )441 Munitio111 Bldg., Waobin&too, D. C. 

llarch 17, 1942 

lll3P M -== - -. 
LONDO!; 

To PO'l'US 

me 110. )o 17th 

From former Naval person to President ~ fifty personal 

and ~· Pound has just informed me that he haa received a 

very nice message from King in which the latt er says he will do 

all he can to keep the Japanese interested in t~~ Pacific, whilst 

we are building up our strength in the Indian Ocean. 

Two King also ,mentions that he was considering sending your 

two new battleships to the Pacific when Iff¥ request to you to put 

a force at Gibraltar was received. We had no idea that your new 

ships were ready for service , and therefore only had in mind t wo 

of your Texas class. 

Three , We greatly appreciate your willingness to send your 

new ships t o ws but , knowing how urgent it is that you build up 

your Pacific fleet , I tr.ink we should be wrong to accept your 

generous offer, thereby postponing this great reinforcement to 
I 

your fleet. If you can send ws the ships I mentioned in IJtl DUII>­

ber forty eight (4!3} we can manage and will be most grateful , 

'·~ -"r---;- .. 
s i:ZMDIIIC ji 

Prime 

IIIGRADID UIICLASS IF! l!:D by Br! t leb 
Govt., Stnte Dept. tel., 3-2&-71 
llJ a. H. Parh Dat4JAy f, 
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Room 3441 Munitiont Bide .• Woshi.,.ton, D. C. 

1 tJSP M. 

From_ LOJld<:lil..----------

To'~~W-----------

IXXC 31 ~rch 18 

Former !laval Person to President personal and 

••• no five one (51) your no one two t wo (122) . 

I am delighted to receive this splendid news, We 

have not been able to fore any i mpression here of 

such events , except from the vague accounts in the 

newspapers , in which one cannot see the wood tor 

the trees . I t would be a great help it we could 

be told more , Could not some channel be arranged, 

Once more all DIY thanks and congratulations. 

Prime 

.eli on 
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ReGeived at the War Department Mtasaie Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg .. Washington. D. C. 

March 19 1942 

l?,Jo 'e M. 

From ___ .JAJ,.,m!U:ol:llu;B~A.,s,sx.._I...,(,).,I:t.Ji to~N._ ___ _ 

To POTUS WASHINGTON 

Copiu furnislud u ntJftd: NO XXXC 32 ni neteenth 

Former !laval Person to President personal en d••- number 

fifty two. 

We are deeply grateful for your sending a force in which is 

included one of your new be.ttloships to join CINC Home Fleet . 

This will enablo us to sond a force whi ch will i nclude the 

11.enown to Gibraltar. r:e l<ill get in touch 'rl th Ghormley where 

your ships should proceed. 

When the time is approaching for your new battleships to 

go t o the Pacific please give us sufficient warning to enablo 

read justments to be mado in British dispositions 

PRIME 

RIGR.ADED UllCLASSIFIED by Brit ieh 
Govt . . Stut e Dept. tel. ,.A.y9-72, 
By R. B. Parks llaie IYIA. 5 t877. 

Action Copy 
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From membassv LOndon 

To Potus 

REGRADED UNCLASStrU:D by Sr itlsb 
Govt., Sta te Dept. tel . , 3- 29 - ?2 
By R, H. Parke Date 

No. 34 !.:arch 20 

For mer Naval person to President personal and 

secret no f i ve three (53) . 

Your no one two four (124) . 7/e cordially accept 

the arrancecent you propose and instructions have been 

sent to Generals Havel and Alexander accordingly . 

Your one two five ( 125) . The hieJles t importance 

is attached by us to bombing U-Boat construction yards 

and bases and t hey will play a l eadine part in our 

spring bombine offensive . All is in readi ness for 

this , includine a vastly inproved ;::ethod of finding 

our way to the tarcet , first tried at Essen a fort night 

ago. We have been only held back by weather, 1?h1ch is 
h 

the worst exper iences for bo~bing purposes in fifteen 

years , just as last yE"ar was the best . It would be 

improvi dent to lose fifteen ( 15) or twenty (20) born-

bers , as we have sor.tetirnes done, r e turning to Fot;bound 

Air fie lds i n t his Island, when bet ter conditions are 

c·crta i nly ap):rouchi::r . tio chance will be lost . 

i7e are a l so studyinG t he a t tack by l ong Rance 

upon u-noat s coning fro~ Bcr~eau to the 
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Received at the War Oc:partmc:nt Meu.eae Center 
Room 3441 Munitiona Bldg., Wuhinston. D. C. 

March ?0. 1942. 

_ ... z ..... o..,s'-"P .... __ M. 

From, __ __.I .. I>u!ID<J!WSJ"'-- --------

To The Ptosidont of tho Unito d State s 

Copitl/urnishtd o.s noted: 

No, 35, March 20th , 194?, 

TO THE PRESIDB!I'l , ____ , 

No . 54. 

Prime MiniGter of New Zealand hao t oday telesraphed that 

he ia in entire aooord with your proposals for unifi ed control in 

the Pacific, Indian Ocean and Atlantic , and that the New Zealand 

Government are prepared to accept the aoheme in principle and do 

their utmost to ensure i ts efficient operation, Fre.aer adds that 

there are so~e matters of detail on which his Government are not 

quito clear and which they a y wiah to take up later , In 

partioular he expr eaaea the hope that the close collaboration 

between Australia and New Zealand, which has recently been agr eed 

between the Governments concerned. will not be weakened, 

Fraser alao aaya that New Zeal and Government warmly welcomes 

the appointment ot Genera l WacArtbur aa Supreme Commander of the 

Paoif'ic area, 

Former Naval Person, 

Prime. 

I!ZGRAD! D UHCLA 
Govt., sate o!;;rr~ by Br l tlah 
sr a . H ar~- · ·•1., 3-29-?a 

• .. Da&e 

Action Copy 
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THE WHITE H O USE 

WASHINGTON 

March 24, 1942 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT : 

I have asked the \'•ar Department 

to prepare any comment they ~~sh on 

the part of the second paragraph 

which begins with the words 11It would 

suit ua better" and ends with "could 

be managed. " 

H.L.H. 
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__ca tz.l ogram. 

Received at the War Department Meua.a:e Centc.r 
Room 3441 Munitions Blda .• Wuhinston, D. C. 

From London 

Action Copy 

-------~~~o~h el~· ~l~9~42~---------

__ 4;:.:l;,;;;lP:,._ __ M. L..;"' 
. ' 

~~ j\11 L 

To•-~P~o~t~u~·~~~a~s~h~in~g~t~o~n~------------- ~~~ \..... '.A 
llo 36 lolarch twenty firat 

To President from former naval person No 55 -=-
Have now had vary caratul consideration given to your 

most secret telegram No one one throe (113) by ~ close 

military advisers. 

Your generous offer t o l end ua American shipping a.nd, 

in addition, to rel ease the "Queen ~ry" , "Queen Bli•abeth", 

and "Aquitanie." for our use is mo•t we lcome and I c;ladly 

accept the conditions sot out i n your para five . Thanks to 

your hel~ we should now be able to send one more infantry 

division and one a.rmored division t o the Bast makin~ five 

in all i .n tho next three months. VIa would have pref erred to 

keep tho monster linora, particularly "Queen Elhaboth," on 

the long and safer journeys, but tho need is so prassin~ 

that we must, I think, -accept tho r i sks of the Atlantic for 

t hem. There ia a small point in your para five (C) . It 

would suit us better if you could send a further nino thous-

and American troops t o Iceland (C) , oven at the expense ot 

Northern Ireland. Perhaps you would consider whether this 

could be canaged. 

Personnel ohippln~ . I am delighted to learn thAt your 

....., lirt is so .... ch bet tor t han I had been advhod. "'o 
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Received at the War Depettment Meaaa:e Center 
Room 3441 Munitiont Bid& .. Wuhin&lon, D. C. 

To•--- --------------------

No 36 from London Page two 

shall oeod it all. 

____ M. 

Air. I am immensely impressed by your layout whioh 

should dooinate the future and by the bold strate&io out-

look on whioh it 1a bt. .. d. I a•n however, aa you know, very 

anxious about the Levant- caspian front . Even with United 

Stat es contributions of air craft for the RAP we ourselves 

can do little for that theatre. I t herefore ventured to 

ask in Par sevent een (17 ) of my number forty s ix (46) 

whether you would consider sending to the middle east in­

stead of to tho United Kingdom, all t he light bombera and 

as many as possible of tho fi&htors listed in your pAra 

eight G (one ) . 

Primo 

~!~E~tUNCLASSIFl4D by British 
B• 1\. 'a Pate Dept. tol. • S-.29- 72 
' · • arb Dcto 

MAY 51972 
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CopUs furnislt.M a.s niJltd: 

Action Copy 

:ro THE ffiESIDE1;T OF THE UNITED STATES 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Bri tish 
Govt., State Dept. tel., 8-29-72 

No. 37 Earci1 23rd B:r R. B. Parka llat11,,Av 
M > 51972 

Former Naval person to President personal 

No . fift y six (56). and "!111-11> 
l. Your No. one two seven apostrophe five 

( 127 '5). You have no doubt seen the correspondence 

·· between me and Curtin Curti -: , which speaks for i tsel.f . 

I accept ed his aereement and wai ted five (5) days 

before making the announcement • . , 
2. The matter is complicated by Australi en 

Party politics which pr oceed with much bitterness 

and jealous~· regardless of nati onal dallf.er . The 

present Labour Government in Austral ia, with a majority 

of one , contains various personalities , parti cuarly 

EVatt and Beasley, who have r..ade t heir way in local 

politics by showing hostility to Oreat Britain. The 

failure of sea power to protect Australia from Japan 

brings t his sentiment to a head . I am very glad you 

encouraged casey to take up the' appoint~ent . 

3. I shall be inter ested t o know your personal 

i mpr essions of EVat t and llow ;rou get on with him. 

Pritle . 
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Received at the War Department MeNage CcDter 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., WAshington, D. C. 

March 24. 1942 

AC- 4 

%1A M. 

From J.OI'f.Olj 

To PO'rus 

No . 38 XXXC !.:a rch 24th. 

Former Naval ped;on t o President. No . 57 . J,;y 

46. 

1. I have U0\'1 recei vcd tel egr am f rom Australian 

r.overnment conunentine on p roposals contained in yours 

of J:.arch 10 . The text is contained i n m:J immediatel y 

f ollowillG t elegram. I have already sent you collllllent s 

of His },:aj estys Government i n m:J No. 46 and of t he 

~;ew zea l and Government i n my No . 54. 

PRIME 

RIGRADED UNCLASS I FIED by British 
Govt . , State Dept. tel., 3-29-78 
17 a. u. .Pu&a P&*t 

MAY .. 5 1972 
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Fri>m London 

Action Copy 

Ti>The President or the United States 

llo . 39, J.larch 24th. 

Former Naval Person to President. No . five eight (58) , 

Following is text referred to in~ five seven (5?) , Begins, 

We have been considering the President's proposals in the 

light of your cableeram and several cablegrams from Sir Earle Page 

and a communication received by me from the President stating 

that he is ~ general agreement with our proposals regarding 

organization and c~ of the Aust ralian area except as to 

some details concerning relationship to the combined Chiefs or 

Staff and as to boundaries. Prime llinister in view of the 

various observations which have been expreseed on tba composition 

of the higher a.a ehinery ita fUnctions location and the procedure 

to be followed we consider it necessary to summarize our under-

standing of the pos i tion as follows t ogether with any necessary 

cocments . 

(1) Division or World war Theatre . This· is to be divided 

into the .following threa areas - (a) Tne Atlantic under joint 

!'ritish and American responsibility , (b) The Indian lliddle East 

and l!editerranean areas under British responsibility, (c) The 

Pacific inoludin;; China under United States operatiOIUil respon-

sibility. 

Tha question of the relationship between operational 
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Re«ived at the War Department MeNage ~nte.r 
Room )44 I Munitions Bide .• Wuhington, D. C. 

____ _.M. 

~ED pNCLASSITI!D by Br! ttob 
TO--------------~nwo~wu't~· ~s~t~a~t~e~D~e~pt. tol., 3-29-~~ 

B R. H. P..rka Data r,rr1 I 

Page two of No . J9 from London, 

responsibility in tbe Pacific Area to the inter governmental body 

is referred to later, 

As already stated the President in his message to 1118 considers 

soCB detailed adjustn;ents are necessary in bowldaries , The 

sigJ'liticance or the First Sea Lords point on paragraph one two 

or Dominions OUice cablegram three one nine (Jl9) relative to 

the boundary between the Indian and Pacific areas aa it affects 

the North VIes t and Western Coasts of Australia is not clear in 

view of advice !rom Page that the Pacific War Council agreed to 

our suggestion that the proposed line of division should not run 

to latitude five (5) degrees south to Onslow as proposed but on reach­

ing Longitude one one zero (110) degrees East should run due south 

along tbet toeri dian. 

Subject to t he forego in;: we agree in principle with the 

President's proposals for the division of the World Theatre into 

the three areas mentioned , 

The Australian Chiefs of Staff consider that on tact ical and 

stategical groundD China should be within the middle area rather 

than the Pacitic because the only lines of coliiiiW\ication with China 

that are or are l1Jcely to be open are through the middle area and 

he bases for aircraft. operations in China lllllllt be sited within the 

0961 

-



Received at the War Department Mes&age Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C. 

____ M. 

REGRADED UNCLASSifiED by ar 1 t;oh 
To• _________ _;GijJOI!:VtJtr.....,_ss.t•ae.t.t ee-Dept. tel. f 3-29-72 

By R. B. Pa rka ne•e .no 
Page three of No. )9 from London. 

Indian command. Also attacks against the Japs in or from China 

must form part of combined operations on the part of the forces 

located in the middle area. 

(2) Pacific War Council London. It is noted that you 

s uggest that the President should have a representative on the 

Pacific Council in London and we fully agree with this proposal • 
•. The functions of the Pacific Council in London are 

described in cabl egram No . three one nine (319) as discussion of 

the whole state o.t' the war against Japan and the communication of 

its opinions from time to time to the similar body in the United 

States. This appears satisfactory subject to t he later observations 

on the Pacific Council in Washington. 

(J) Pacific War Council Washin:;ton. The summary of the 

President's telegram refers to the setting up in Washington o.t' an 

' advisory body on operational matters consisting of members of 

Australia, New Zealand, Netherlands East Indies and China under the 

Chairmanship of an Alnerican. We have from the Iirst made it clear 

that it is imperative that the Coamonwealth Government should have a 

voice in the higher direction of the war in the Pacific Theatre 

particularly as the whole of our forces ere being placed under the 

operational control of the Supreme. Commander. 



, 
Received at the Wu Ocpartmont M .... ae Cc:nter 
Room )HI Munitions Bide •• Waabinaton. D. C. 

four of No. 39 from London, 

_ ___ M. 

On twenty first January (l-2l.st) we asked that the Pacific 

Council be establ ished at Washington compr ising representatives 

the governments of the United Kingdom, USA, Australia , Chine , 

therlands and !lew Zealand and proposed the t this body should be 

council ~r action tor the hi&ber direction of the war in the 

In our proposals of 4th !larch we stated that the Council 

responsible for the hi~:her policy of the war in the 

IIPx·ovisJLon of forces and supplies. It is observed in para,:raph t en 

Dominions office cahlegra.m No, three one nine (319) that 

is ude to quote the advisory bodies wbich will have to be 

llccmsul1:.ed on larger issues unquote , We would not be content with an 

IIBclvisoJrv body on pperational matters in Washington. 

(4) ~ohinery for strategicel and operational control , The 

o.f Staff collllllitt ee is the technical advisory body to the 

llt'81Cl:u.c War Council in London and liaison exists between it and the 

l~•~t.ra.li•an service advisers in London. 

We are in agreeJDent with the Preaideot.'a proposal that the 

tad States should assume operational repponsibility for the Pacifi c 

As eug~ested in our proposals of 4th Mar ch we deoire t o 

in '/iashin;;ton a Staff comprising-a Naval and ~ and an 

......... 
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.Ur Force Officer who would act ae the technical advisers to the 

Aus tralian Government Kepresentative on the Pacific 'war Council 

and who for the purpose of Anzac strategy should be associated with 

the Amer ican Chiefs of Staff as the joi nt body for advioe to the 

Pacific War Council on the larger issue, 

Agreement has alreacly been reached on the appointment ot .tha 

Supreme COIIllll&llder in the Anzac area. The directive suggested by ua 

is complete to the higher cachine r.y and the appointment of the .. 
Supreme commander . The Australian Chiefs of staff consider that 

the Supreme Commander should be located 1n Australia because he must 

be 1n close touch with the bulle of the forces under his orders espec-

ially with those 1n the forward area in order to judge the capacity 

and effectiveness of these foroes who are undertaking both offensive 

and defensive operations. 

Instead of the local command in Australia and in !lew Zealand 

beill8 under an Australian and New Zealander respectively as proposal 

or 4th llarch should be adopted and an A.rllf¥ and an Air Coamander 

appointed for each of tha following, 

(a) Australia its territories and New Caledonia , 
(b) New Zealand, Fiji, and all the leland for which Now Zealand 

is responsible , 

Oeneral Brett of the Unitod ~totes ~ hss already been 
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TO'-------------------------

Copi<~f••ni<Ad oaoled: Page six of No . 39 fl'om London . 

Action Copy 

appointed to Command the Allied Air Forces in Australia , In regard 

to the grand strat egy relating to oparations in the three areas it 

i s understood t hat advice on this would be t he re!lponsibility of 

the combined Chiefs of $taff in Washington and in London. 

( 5) It is understood that the joint committ ees on shi pping 

and raw materials and on munitions will continue to function on 

their present basi s, curti n, 

Prime. 

RIGRADED UNCLASSL- f!D by C~i ~i c~ 
Govt., Sta•e Dept . tel., 3- 29-72 
By R. 11. Parka Date 

MAY 5 1972 
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Ti me F ile~ 27/~32P 
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From London 
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Copits furnisMd os nottd: 

Action 

~!o ~~0 narcll twenty sevent h 

Former nava l perso:-~ t o President r crscnal m;:-. ••• 

no 5~ and your l 2u . 

I askeo the fore ign of1'1ce to send you a not e 

on the details of your projec t vihich I ho;>e may be 

considered . :ie do not mind :1our· send1Tlf ver:t li:nited 

q_uanti ties qr suppli es to 1-"rench, North Africa pr o­

video the A;.~erican obser ver s can penetrate the 

countr~r freel y P.st:ecially if you could r e t co:npensatinf 

a._:vanta-es in securini" the control of s t ra t er ic mater-

ials !10~1 r-oinl?' to Ger!ll.any . 7/c val ue ,vour con tact.s 

riit!l Vichy and it is l'iell v.ort l·, ra~'in[" a certain 

Nothinr must interfere with operation i ron-

clad to wl'lich i';e are now comit ted and no assurances 

offeree b:,c the Frenc:• about defendln; t heir empire 

l ike they did Indo- Chi na should be a ccepted by the 

Uni tea States in such a wa:; as to enab l e them to 

cor.mlain of a !lreach of' faith . 

cur operation !1as '>een careful ly p l aJmed . It 

co~1pr1ses t wo stron" anC. ·;:ell- t rained ',rir ades •;1i th 

,. RIGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Br; tieh 
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Action Copy 

To•------ --------

!'arc!; t~.enty sever:th -ane tl:o 

a ' thin: 1!1 .::ase of a ct.ec:c toretner with Ulnk lam.-

• nr, cr•.Jt a!1d t i.C• cax·r .l.er·s o.s nell as a but tlest;i.p 

a ..... cn • .i.sers . A"l these o.r-e c.uuitional to our 

F.!!.~ tern fleet · .. :J.l.c!~ 1:-- no·•; 'TOl':!.:- in size and 

ab.n.;e . It 1·to~lo !le e. rreat help if ~.e cculd 

· i ve the i;:;;:re~sic!J :lr droppirl{· leaflet:: at tne 

.~011en t of a L t:...;!< tha : rhe eJ;peci l tiol"' v:as nn~lo­

A.Yfler1can . Please consi<.lCl ' \'.hctt1er you can l et us 

do tl!1 s or an;•thj n" like l t . 

~· 

' 

RIGRADXD UNOLASSI,IXD by Br itish 
Govt. , State Dept. tel. , 8-29- 72 
B7 R. B. Parka Date 

MAY 519n 
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J~OREL 

IAEMORANDUII. FOR: 

• 

THE Y.l!ITE: HOUS!: 
WASHI!IGTO:l 

l,brch 31, 191.:2. 

GEtiE:RAL 1W\Sf!ALL 
ADMIRAL KING 
LIEUTENANT GENERAL ARNOLD 

Attached hereto is " copy of a recent des!l"tch receiv'!d 

by the President f'r= the Prl.r:le loiinistar . 'l'he President reQuests 

that the Joint Chiefs of Staff pro pare a draft of reply. 

~.6o 

Very respectfully, 

JOHN L . McCREA, 
Captain, U. S. Navy , 

Naval Aide to the President . 

DI!CLASSIP'IID 
By Deputy Arobivlat or t ho U.S. 

IJ I . J, Stewart Date MAY 5 1972 
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• CABI.EGRAM 

Re<:eived at the War Department Message Centc.r 
Room 3441 Munitiono Bldg .. Waohington. D. C. 

• AC-4 

March 29, 1942 

- ..ll•wnL11...tP:....__M. 

T.Q!!DON 

To TBE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

XXXC 41 March 29th. 

Former Naval Person to President personal and •••~~> 

No. sixty. 

1. In order to cope with future U-Boat hatchings, 

we are eaphasising boabing attacks on U-Boat nests t and 

last ~ight went to Lubeck with two five zero boabers 

including forty three heavy. Results are said to be 

the best ever. This is in accordance with your wishes 

expressed in your No . one two five. 

2. As I aentioned in ay No. fifty three replying 

to your No. one two five, Adllliralty and Coastal Coaaand, 

RAF have evolved a plan for a day and night patrol over 

the Debouches froa the Bay of Biscay. Biscay ports 

ar~ the shortest and best departure points for U-Boats 

operating in Carribean and Aaerican coasts. Geraan pres em: 

practice is to proceed subaerged by day and aake speed on 

the surface at night . We hope that night attacks and 

aenace by aircraft will haaper thetr night passage and 

force increasing exposure ~Y day. Essential therefore 

to aenace both by day and night thus increasing length 

of voyage and diainishing 
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Tbis advantage would be additional to any kiplings or 

aaiminga, some of which mi(ht be hoped for each month 

since there are never less than six U-Boats going or coa-

ing through the area to be patrolled. 

3 . · In view of the very he.avy sinkings still 

occurring on your side to which convoy when organized can 

only be partial remedy, Admiralty are pressing to allocate 

four and later on six bomber squadrons to this new '~iscay 

patrol . On merits I am most anxious to aeet t heir wish . 

' 4. On the other hand the need to bomb Geraanyf s 

great. Our new method of finding targets is yielding 

aost remarkable results. However our boabing force has 

not expanded as we hoped. We have had a heavy disappoint-

aent in a structural defect with the wing tips of the ,. 
Lancasters which requires laying up four squadr ons of our 

latest and best f or several months . Just at the tiae 

when the weather is iaproving, when Geraans are drawing 

away flak fro• their cities for their offensive against 

Russia, when you are keen about our boabing U-Boat nests , 

when the oil targets are especially attractive, I find 

OUIIOO •- OA! t.-loU OttA• U UI tK• CO., IIot. u o t uo OlU I ,, ,T, 
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it very hard to take away these extra six squadrons 

froa bomber comaand in which Harris is doing so well. 

5. Arnold bad arranged at your orders to send 

the first installaent of United States Boaber Gr oups 

to England arriving in July. Can you not aanage to 

expedite TilliS? Never was there so auch good work to 

be done and eo f ew to do it. We aust not let our suaaer 

air attack on Geraan1t decline into a second rate affair. 

Everything is ready for your people here and there are 

targets of all kinds, froa easy to hard, to work up on 

in contact with the eneay. Even a hundred Aaerican heavy 

boabers working froa this country before the end of May 

would lift our air offensive to the proper scale and enable 

ae to spare the si.x equadrons now for the Biscay patrols. 

' 
PRIME 

UCRAD!D u.;cuss:;· .:J h! r, .• :. 
Govt., Stato Dept. tel . , 3-~~-72 
By R. !!. r u kD Dat~AY S lSl2 
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L:-ondon ~ ==------""'-'-' . 

9·20 p M. 

of fbe United States 

No. 42, March 31st. 

Former Naval Person to 

No. sixty one. 

liO'ri., ~ tu to Dept. ~eh, 3-.29- 72 
-., R. H. Puke Da'o 

President Personal an~t\Y 51972 

Para 1. Air attack on Malta is very 'heavy. There 

are now in Sicil y about four hundred German and two 

hundred Italian fighters and bombers. Malta can only 

now muster twenty or thirty service~ble fighters. We 

keep fedding Malta with Spitfires in packets of sixteen 
' 

loosed from Eagle carrier from aoout six hundred mi~ 

west of Malta. 

This has worked a good many times quite well but 

Ea.gle is now laid up for a month by defects in ber 

steering gear. There are no Spitfires in Bgypt . Argus 

is too small and too slow and moreover she bas t o provide 

the f i ghter cover for the Carrier launching the Spitfires 

and for the escorting force. We would use Victorious 

but unfortunately her lifts are too small for Spitfires. 

IITiteJ~efore there wi ll be a whole month wi thout any Spit­

reinforcements. 

• Para 2. It seems likely from extraordinary enemy 

IJC·oncentra.tion on Malta that they hope t o exterainate our 

Defense in tiae to reinforce either Libya or their 
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Russian offensive. This would mean that Malta would be 

at the best powerless to interfere with reinforcements 

of armour to Rollllllel, and our chances of. resuming 

offensive against him at an early date ruined. 

Para 3. Would you be willing to allow your 

Carrier Wasp to do· one of these trips provided details 

are satisfactorily agreed between the Naval staffs. 

With her broad lifts, capacity and length, we estimate 

that Wasp could take fifty or more Spitfires. Unless 

it were necessary for her to fuel Wasp could proceed 

through the straits at night without calling at 

Gibraltar until on the return journey as the Spitfires 

would be embarked in the Clyde. 

Para 4. Thus instead of not being able to give 

Malta any further Spitfires during April a powerful 

Spitfire force could be flown into »alta at a stroke 

and give us a chance of inflicting a very severe and 

possibly decisive check on enemy. Operation might take , 

place during third week of April. 

Prime. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 1 , 1942 . 

MEMORHNDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT : 

Captain McCrea called to say 

that the Chiefs of St af f sent to the Presi­

dent a memoranoum from the P.M., dated 

March 24th, having to do with the delinea­

tion of the theatres of war . Have you seen 

it? 

G. 

~-
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Received at tht< War Department Meuace Cc.nter 
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April 1 1942 

8:32 P, M. 

To The President of the United States 
The White Bouse. 

Go•i .. State Dept . tel., 3-29-72 
43, April 1st , 1942, lly R. B. Pal'ka Date " , ..; 

hu ·' ... 
To President from Former Naval person personal and 

~-
No. sixty two, 

Delighted by your letter of March eighteen just 

I am so grateful for all your thoughts about my 

personal k i ndness. Our position here has 

been quite solid but naturally with nothing but 

show for ones work people were restive in 

iament and the Press. I find it very difficult to get 

Singapore but I hOpe we shall redeem it ere long. 

Dickies show at St Nazaire, though small in scale, was 

For your personal and Secret eye . I made 

Vice Admiral, Lieutenant General and Air Marshal some 

ago, and have put him on the Chiefs of Staff 

t~c•mat1ttee as Chief of Combined Operations. Be l a an 

member attending whenever either his own affairs or 

e General Conduct of the war are under consideration. 

be in the centre of what you aention on the second 

of your letter, Paragraph three. I aa looking forward 

receiving your plan. We are working very hard here, not 

y at plans but at preparations. 
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Your last paragraph on page one . Speaking as one 

amateur to another, my feeling is that the wisest stroke 

for Japan would be to press on through Burma northwards 

into China and try to make a job of that. They may disturb 

India, but I doubt its serious invasion. We are 

· sending forty to fifty thousand men each month to the East. 

As they round the Cape we can divert them to Suez, Basra, 

Bombay, Ceylon or Austral ia. I have told Curtin that if 

he is s eriously invaded, by which I mean six or eight 

enemy divisions, we will come to his aid. But of course 

this could onl y be at the expense of the most urgent needs 

in the other Theatres. I hope you wi l l continue to give 

Austral ia all possible reinforcement and thus ena•l e me 

to defend Egypt, the Levant and India successfully. It 
r 

will be a aerd task. 

We cannot send any more submarines from the Meditter-

ranean to the Indian Ocean and dispose only of two British 

and four Dutch. We are much stronger now at Ceylon and 

are fairly equipped with Garrisons , Hurricanes, some 

Torpedo planes and RDF, together with pretty stiff flak. 

Admiral Somervilles fleet i s growing to respect.able 
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proportions, and it may be an opportunity of fighting an 

action will occur. Meanwhile operation I ronclad is going 

ahead. This also concerns .Dickie a good deal. Altogether 

I hope we shall be batter off in tbe Indian Ocean in a 

little while , and that t be Japanese will have missed their 

opport~ity there. 

It seems important t o make the Japanese anxious for 

their numerous conquests and prevent them scraping t o-

gether troops for further large excursions. I should be 

very glad to know bow your plans for Californian Commandos 

are progressing. I see some hints that Donovan is working 1 

at them. 

All now depends upon tbe vast Russo German s truggle. 

It lo<'>ks as if tbe heavy Ge1·man offensive may not break un­

til after tbe middle of May or even t be beginning of June. 

We are doing all we can to help and also to take the weight 

oft . We shall have to fight every convoy through to 

Murmansk. Stalin i s p~e~sed with our deliveries. They 

are due to go up fift y per cent after June a nd it will be 

very difficult to do t his in view of the new war and also 

of shippi ng . Only the weather is holding us back f rom 
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continuous heavy bombing attack on Germany. Our new 

methods are most successful. Essen, Cologne and above all 

Lubeck were all on the Covent ry Scale. I am sure it is 

most important to keep this up all through the summer, 

blasting Hitler from behind while he is grappling with the 

Bear. Everything that you can send to weight our attack 

wil l be of t he utmost value. At Malta also we are con-

taining, with much bard fighting nearly six hundred German 

and Italian planes. I am wondering whether these will 

move to the South Russian front in the near . future. There 

are many rumors of an air borne attack on Malta, possibly 

this month. 

Having heard from Stalin that he was expecting the 

Germans would use gas on him , I have assured him that we 

shall treat any such outrage as if directed upon us, and 

wi l l retaliate without limit . This we are in a good 

position to do . I propose at his desire to announce this 

towards the end of the present month and we are using the 

' 

interval to work up our own precautions. Please let all the 

above be absolutely between ourselves. 

' 
Averell is a great help here . .. He bad a remarkable 

U tiA\••UII ...-.o.ttoc.o.o uut •- , ... ... t.,• •.u•u • • ~u.• , , 
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success with the House of Commons Committee three hundred 

strong in a most powerful, convincing speech, We s hall 

be very glad to have Wibant back, everybody is inspired 

by him. I am personally extremely well, though I have 

felt the weight of the W~r rather more since I got back 

than before. 
• 

My wife and I both send our ki ndest regards to you 

and Mrs . Roosevelt. Perhaps when the weather gets better 

I may .propose myself for a weekend with you and flip over. 

We have so much to settle that would go easily in talk. 

Prime. 

RZGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Sri t iah 
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-29-72 
Br R. ll. Parka Date MAY 5 19n 
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C~piujuT'IIiSJstd OS f!C!td: 

Action Copy 

To The President of Tbe United States 
Tbe Wbi te House 

No . XXXC 44 April 2nd, 1942 

To President personal and -•"e!'lt~no . 63. Your 

no. 129. Delighted Barry and Marshall are coming . 

Looking forward to their arrival and the sooner the 

better. Considering that everything turns on avail­

ability of naval forces and shipping we should 

greatly welcome King coming too. From former naval 

person. 

Prime 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Britioh 
GoY\., St a te Dept. tel., 3-29-72 
BJ a. B. Park• Date 

MAY 
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8 : 50 AM M. 
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Cttpitt furniJI!~d aJ JttJ!td: 

t
o. 

our 

Aetion Copy 

T oThe President of the United States 
The White House 

XXXC 45 Apri l 4th 

Former Naval Person to President No . 64 . 

131·. Fully agree. 

Prime 

'Ell by Bri tieb 
a .. Qji.}.DEll UliCJ.,ASS1F1 t 1• s-29-72 
"" oept. e • ~""' 
Qovt., St l>t e lts Datel/IAY 5 1..:J,l 
BY !\. II. Far 
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12;35 P M. 

From London 

To The President of United States 

No. 46 Seventh 

Former Naval Derson to President personal nod 
11'--• number 65. 

According to our information 5 and possibly 6 
Japanese Battleships, probably including 2 of 16 
inch Guns , and certainly 5 Aircraft Carriers , are 
operating in the Indian Ocean. We cannot of course 
make bead against this For ce, especially if it i s 
concentrated. You know the composition of our Fleet . 

4 Roger class Battleships were good enough, in 
Jlc<>mllittation with the other s, to meet the 3 Kongos, 

v.•a s all we believed were over on our side. 
cannot of course cope with modernized Japanese 

Even after the heavy losses inflicted on the 
Aircraft in their abortive attack on Colombo, 

cannot feel wure that our 2 Carriers would beat 
4 Japanese Carriers concentrated South of Ceylon. 
situation is therefore one of grave anxiety . 

It is not yet certain whether the enemy i s making 
mere demonstration in t he Indian Ocean or whether 

movements ar e the · prelude to an invasion in 
of Ceylon. I n existing circumstances our Naval 

FoJrcEos are not strong enough t o oppose this . 

As you must now be decidedly superior to the 
Forces in the Paci fic, the situation would 

to offer an immediate opportunity to the United 
ates Pacific Fleet which might be of such a nature 
to compel Japanese Naval Forces in the Indian 

to return to tbe Pacific, tbus relinquishing 
leaving unsupported any invasion enterprise which 

have in mind or to which they are committed. I 
too urgently impress the importance of thie 

you. 

Looking forward to r eceiving Harry . 
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April 8 , 1942. 

PPESJ !lP.Wr TO !.'!! . HOPKINS PSPSONAJ, AND .... 

'I"'E SITUATION SE'l' FORTH Ill YOI'R HOSTS ~'T'l!BBR 85 IS 3E!lffi lt:ET BY 

E!Y"EDJTJNG l!.OV£!«:t:TS ALREADY Ill HAllD WRI~Il SRO"LD Tl>!'D T(l ~l'"i SO!re 

R~LIF.F FROl! C1m!1ENT Pl1ESSt~E JN C!U'I'J CAJ, AREA OF ~ NAVAL COJ-YCE!I-

TllATIOII 

ROOSEW.LT 
4- 5'- Jn. 

~~ "- 't> ~ }~ 
' - v: t.. J... r c.,__ 

. . 
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)jt!!f-· llltR liaPKtN$ 
PRESIDmT TO .mflll! JilliijJiPI&l mlSON~ AND ... 

Yov~ tft>S r s 
TilE SI'lUATION SE'I' FORTH IN ~ NUIIBER f:- S' 

I 

AprU 8, 1942· 

IS BEING 11ET BY EXPEDITING IIO'Ii!Jm!TS 

ALREADY IN HAND liHICH SHOULD TEND TO GIVE SOME RELIEF FllOU CURREIIT PRESSURE IN 
C!{_ffic!8l.. 
~AREA OF EliEUY NAVAL CONCEIITRATION 

D::cu.r-.;nllD 
plJ De}:uty A>:chivist of the 0.1 • 

.i "'I')"T? 
~7 t.' J , l!to;;art Dat~~;eMwA;~~:R~-
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ed 8/030l 
Cablegram ac-4 

mdon 

Received at the War Dcp.utment Mesu&e Center 
Room 3441 M~tnitiora Blda .. Washinaton, D. C. 

April 7 . 1942 

of the u nj ted States 
House 

No 47 Apr11 7, 1942 

927p M. 

Former nnvnl person to Pr esident No 66 8th . -
Since I sent you my number 65 of 7th I have 

received the following from Deputy Cine at Colombo. 

Begins : Captain of Gandara and survivors of Gandara 

and Oardamus (2 merchant ships sunk in Bay of Bengal) 

report ships were sunk by 2 heavy and 1 light cruiser, 

modern typ~. ~·cviousl y reported as 2 battleships 

and 1 ct·uiser. Position 16 degrees North 82 degr ees 

20 minutes oast at 0220 z on the 6th. Further par ­

ticulars to confi r m ident i t y arc being s ough t. 

Position therefore seems somewhat easier. Will 

keep you informed of eve r y change. Both Dorsetshire 

and Cornwall, 10,000 ton 3 inch cruisers were sunk 

same day s outh of Ceylon by from 40 to GO dive bomb­

ers each armed with 1 large bomb. There nrc 1100 

survivors. 

Hoping t o sec Har ry and Marshall todny. 

Prime 

ID ONCLASSI1IID by Bri 
State Dopt. tel., 3_29_71 
' Puu llak MAY 5 1972 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF 
WMH INOTON 

April 7, 1942. 

lm!ORANDUII FOR THE PRESIDENT 1 

llodicum party started on second stage of 

journey at 5:00 A.ll. todaT after a delay of forty-eight 

hours due to engine trouble and weather conditions. 

Should reach ultimate destination early tomorrow 

mortling. 

C?o&:_-
EANE, 

, neral Staff, 
Secretary,General Staff. 

P7ankl1n D. Roooevelt Library 
[} ,...':,. : r, ·-:-~l • 

l l/38 ) 

f a to- MAR 1 1972 
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MEV 

SEcr Etary of statE, 

washi ngton, 

TRIPLE PRIORITY 

16901 Eighth, 

PIA IN 

London 

DatEd April 8 1 1942 

Mr . Ho,kins , O£ntral Marshall and party 

arrivE·i in London this aftrrnoon . ThEY arE 

holdi ng a joint prESS confErEnC E at SEVEn­

fif tEEn London timE toni ght . 

MATTHEWS 

NPL 
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DIJ 
This t ElEgram must bE 
cloSEly paraphrasEd bE ­
CorE bting communica tEd 
to anyonE • ( MC) 

StcrEtcry oC Statt , 

Wnsh ington. 

RUSH 

1712, April 9, noon • 

London 

Dnttd April 9 1 1942 

Rtc ' d 5 : 52 n .m. 

.. riND FERSONAL FOR THE PRESin:NT FROll 

MR . · HOPKINS . 

"Marshall and I saw tht Prim£ blinistcr yt s­

tcrday morning Cor two hours &t Downing Str££t . 

Marshall l a i d out CUlly tht purposE of our visit . 

ThE Prim£ MinistE r' s rt spons.e was good and I would 

say indicatEs t hat the proposal will bE EXplorEd 

herc sympathetically and I btliEvt succEssfully. 

\'it dinEd last nig)lt with Churchill, AttlEe , GenEral 

Brook£ nnd Edt n . SomE furtht r progrt ss was mad£ • 

Marshcll mE Eting chiEfs of starr all day today. 

Churchill has just stnt for mE to di scuss India 

, and I will wirE or tElEphonE you it:mltdia ttly 

nctEr I havt t alked with him . t.ll wt ll. Harry . " 

MATTHEWS 

RDS 

0988 
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2:47am/11 
Cablegram 

Received at the War Department Meaa1e Center 
Room l~~l Munition• BlcJ& •• Wubinaton. D. C. 

April 

CSWD 

10 , 1942 

9:28 P .M. 

From London 

Ac:tion 

States 

No. xxxc 4e, April 11, 1942 

To President Personal anrl ...... .--------------

Have just received following from Cripps : I have 

tonight received long letter from Congress President 

stating that Congress is unable to accept proposals. 

Rejection on widest grounds and not sol ely on defense 

issue although it indicates that while Cong~ss would 

agree that Commander-in-Chief should have freedom to 

control conduct of the war and connected activities as 
~ 

Commander-in-Chief and war member proposed formula lef t 

functions of defense 111ember unduly restricted. Main 

ground of rejection is however that in the view of 

Congress there should be iamediately a National 

·Government and that without Constitutional changes 

there should be "definite assurances in conventions 

which would indicate that new government would function 

as a Free Government and members of which would act as 

members of a cabinet ln a Constitutional Government". 

Letter also states thot picture of proposed immediate 

arrangements ls not essential~y different froa old 

ones "the whole object which we have in view that is 

'"" ' . '· 

0989 
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Received at the Wu Depa_nment MeNaae Center 
Room 3441 MunitioM 81~ .. Wuhinaton. 0. C. 

M. 

From ___________ __ _ 

~it.sjf>fTI'JI~Ihtd o.s noted: 

.. 

Action Copy 

To•------------------------
No. XXXC 48, April 11, 1942 Page 2 

to create a new psychological approach to the people 

to make them feel that t heir own national freedom had 

come, that they were defending their new won freedom, 

would be completely frustr ated when they saw thi s old 

picture again which is such that Congress cannot fit 

into i t. " 

Thero is clearly no hope of agreement and I shall 

s tart home on Sunday. 

He is broadcasting at 2030 I, s. T today Saturday. 

I feel absolutely satisfied we have done our utmost 

and · have sent Cripps the following telegram: 

You have done everything in human power a nd your 

tenRcity, persever ance and r eso\lrcefulness havt> proved 

how great was the British desire to reach" settlement. 

You must not feel unduly discouraged or disappointed 

by tho r esults. The effect throughout Britain and in 

The United States has been whnlly beneficial. The fact 

that the break comes on tho broadest issues and no t on 

tangled form~!as about defense i s a great advantage. 

I Am very g l ad you are coming home at once, where a 

. .... ,. •• _,.,_, ..,..._.._.. - .U ·- t:• t .... , ._.. U U t t t 

) 
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Received at the War Dc:partment Messea:e Cente-r 
Room 3441 Munitions Blda .. Washinaton. D. C. 

To·----------- -------

No. XXXC 48, April 11, 1942 

--~-M . 

. . 

Page 3 

most cordial welcome awai ts ynu, Even though your 

hopes have not been fulfilled, you have rendered a 

very important service to the common cause and the 

foundations have been laid for the future progress 

of the peoples o f India. From former Naval Person 

no. 67. 
::;:::::;=:=--

Prime 

REGRADED 
UN~LASti l F H~l:) 
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, 

THIS DESPATCH IS lJPU)IBERED. 
IT IS PLACED IN Till'S FILE 
AT THE REC(UEST OF THE 
PRESIDENT • 

• 

' 
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• 6ADI.EGRA!I 

R«.cived at tbe War ~pa_rtm.ent Meue.1e Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg .• Wuhington. D. C. 

URCF.NT Aprii 11. 1 9 42 

7 ;55 A A{. 

LONDON 

To Ttlf PREf'JDENT OF THE UNJTEO STATF~ 

No . 49 April ll, 1942 

From Mr. Hnrry Hopkins to the President mo"t 

imwediate nnd .......... ., Had ve r y snti~factory 

discussion la~t night bet ween former Nnv~l pcr$OD. 

Pound, llrooke, Portal, Mar shall a nd myself. FcE'l 

sur e thnt our bain business he r e is f'Oing t o 

turn out satisfact orily . Former Nnvnl per son 

a sking Marshall and me to meet with Cabine t Monday 

with Defense Ministers a nd Chie f s of Staff Tuesday 

ni ght nt which time J believe the matter will be 

decided defJ nitely and after which former Nnval 

person will undoubt edly ~et in direct touch wi th 

you. We are mee t ing Lea thers th i s noon to discuss 

shippiny and nll its implications . Further mili tary 

confe rences tonight. Everybody here rrcntly 

disappointed at turn of events in Jndin , but al l 

believe thn.t n fn.ir offer was made nnd that no s tone 

was left unt~•rncd to reach agreE> ment . Quite apparent 

that further ne~rotiations by Cripps would be futile. 

DICLASSrnD 

' 

By Depaty A~ohiviot ot the o. a. 

-

tU , .. . ,. .• _.... .u~• .-..u- ce. u.:.. nouu ooo,n • , 
BJ 1 J Stonrt n.JAY 5 197, 

•' 0993 
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Receiv~ at the War Department Meuace Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Blda .• W .. hinaton, D. C. 

____ M. 

To•-------------------------

Page 2 No. 49 from London 

W~ll you have someone telephone Diana Pnd 

tell her that Marshall hns got me under control . 

All he re send you thelr warm regards . Am not 

allowed to discuss weather, but my heavy under-

wear itches like the devil. 

PRJ ME 

n cLAssrrm 
By Deputy Archi vis t or tb~ U.S. 

By I. J. Stewart Dahmr--~~···. 

MAY 51972 
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CABLEGRAM 1 
RCCJcivcd at the War Departme-nt MeJMae Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Biela .. Wuhinaton. D. C. 

April 12, 194::> 

C~WJ'\ 

10:1.7 A M. 

From LONDON 

To POTUS 

C.,Wfor•l>ll4.,~: No. 50. April 12th, 1942. 

Action Copy 

Former Naval Person to President personal 

and secret No_G8 . 
• 

J have x:ead with earnest attention your 

masterly document about future of the war and tho 

great operations proposed . J am in entire agreement 

in principle with all you propose, and so are the Chiefs 

of Staff. We must of course meet day to day emer~encies 

i n the east and far east while preparing for t he main 

' stroke. All t he details are belng rapidly examined and 

preparations where action is clear have already begun . 

The whole matter will be discussed on evening of Tuesday, 

the 14th. by Defense Committee. to which HArry and lforshall 

are coming. and I have no doubt that I shall be able to 

send you our comple t e agreement. 

I may say that J thoucht the proposals made 

for an int ertm operation in certain contingencies this 

ear mPt the difficulties and uncertainties in an abso-

0995 
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Received at the War Department Meuaae Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C . 

.Jl£i3Jiit);'t ·. .... 
___ _,M . 

From _____________ _ 

- To•------------------------

~age 2 No. 50 from London , April 12, 1942 

can carry thi~ whole plan throu~h successfully. i t 

will be one of the grand e vents in a l l the h istory 

of war . 

About 3 AM this morning, the l ?.th. when con t r ary 

t o your in~truct ions Harry and I were ~till talkin~, 

the text of your mes s are to me about Tnd ia come tln·o\Jpj1 

from London. J could not decide such n. matter with-

ut convening the Cabinet. which was not phy~ically 

OS"<iblc till Monday. Meanwh ile Cripps had nlready 

and all the explanations have been published by 

oth sides. In t hese cir cumstances, Rnrry \IOdertook 

o t elephone t o you exploining the position , but owi nr: 

o n.tmospherJ cs he could not get through . He is goilll' 

o telephone you t his aft e rnoon and also cable you a 

eport. 

You know the weight which I attach to everythi nr 

ou s ay to me. but J did not feel I could take respon­

ibility for the ~~fence of Jndla if e verything has 

gain to be thrown into the me m,ng'pot at this criticll 

. -
Action Copy 

--===.c=~--"------:: .. ~.:: ... :: .. :: .. :;;,.:-.:,~=:-; ... ,( .... ll.tll l"·~···••t .. ""'-" ,,, .. ::-,,-:-, :-,.--- - ----------• ""'':IJIIII&:: 
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Receive<! at the Vlu Department Meaaaae ~ntcr 
Room 3441 M unitions Bldr .• W01hinaton, D . C • 

____ M. ............... 
~ From _ _ __________ __ _ 

Aetlon Copy 

To•----------- --- -

Pafe 3 No . 50 f r om London. Apr il 12 , 1942 

junc ture. Tha t I am sur e would be the view of 

eabino t a nd of Parliame nt. As your te l egr am . wnB 

add refls ed t o former Nnv e11 Per son J am keep i nr it 

as pure ly pri vate, and T do not pr opose to bring i t 

before the Cabinet offi c ially unless you tell me 

you wish this done . Anythiny like a serious d i f-

terence between you ::1nd me would b r eak my het1.rt and 

sur ely deepl y inj ure both our countries nt l he height 

of thi s terribl e s trurg lc . 

• 

Prime 

REGRADED 
im.QLASdlF lED 
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1'D 
This tr1rcr~n must bt 
c lost 1y pcr::phrr.st d bt ­
f ort bt inr; c ommunicn ttd 
to c.nycm , (LIC ) 

Stcrrtl:'ry c f Str.tt , 

V•cshinc t on . 

TRIPI£ ffii<R ITY . 

1823, i.pril 14, 1 p .m. 

• 
London 

Dated J.pril 14 , 1942 

Rtc 1d 7 :18 n . M. 

- ;.liD PERSONi.L FOR THE PRESIOCNT FROio! 

HOPKINS . 

Hcvt you en:: ne ws from Stalin ond is thtrt 

c.nythinc ~-ou wr.n t to sc.~- t o mt if e nd in c r.st reports 

r rt true t he. t Lr.vn1 is br.cl< in power? 

Mi.TTHEVIS 

KLP 

• 

DIOLASSlt'II!!Il 
!llr Jle)lllt,- Arcbiviat of the o.a. 

llr w. ~- Stewart Date MAR 219n 
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Received o.t the War DepArtment Mesaage Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldw .. W .. bington, D. C. 

ilpril J4, l !'42 

From AmP.mb assv T_Jl'n don 

To "OTTJS Wnshn . 

Nn. ~1 . Anril 14th. 1 ~42 ---m from '!r Tfnl' l' Y Horld n<; tr t h e "resident. 

Shinpi nf!' lo<:,.es in V1estern l\rrth t.tlontic- durlry.: 
period J?num·y 12th tC' icpril 12th of Un ited N"t ions 
tonna~e are ] . 200,000 gr0SS tonS. nf this mo r e thM 
h~lf ore t,. n~ers. During t he n,.st week we h;>ve l ngt 
ln the snme ~re~ 1ft 0 ono tnns . C'f which 106 non tons 
wer e tankers . Jt seem~ t o me t ha t t h e s h ips we nr e 
l osi ng ore i n the m2.fn far more importan t thnn the 
c-nrgoes. •~ are going t n need all of t hese shlns 
desperately i n the next few months. 

Bri tish are agreable to reducing stocks to 
ma ke sure thnt shir-s are not sunl:, and it seems 
t o me t hat we s hould be nble t o do the same thing . 
Jn other wo\·ds. unless the cnr r,oes arC' absolu tely 
essent ial the ships should not he rermitted to sa il 
until Ntr new srheme comes into oper ation next 
mopth. I doubt very ntttch t hat anyth i ng shm·t of 
convoy is going . to do this job , and rlsklng furt he r 
shlrs without rensonabty s ure rrot ection is the 
WJ' r-.nr; !' Olicy . I should feel somewhnt ell fferent ly 
about this If every car r;o was absolutely r sscntinl 
to t he wa1· f'ffprt duri n~ the next few we <1lrs , bu t 
i f the I!ritish can give up cn r r,oos t<.>rnpO\·arily I am 
stn~c Wf" c n n . 

I believe the bad 'offoct nn tho crew, not nnly 
pf shlrs in this ~\· rn bu t nther aJ·cns ns well, cnnnot 
be over "Stimlltr<l. Jt i s ' 'lrdng t o bP vPry <);fflcult 
to J·ee'"> t he!'<c mr-n ~t w<'rk if the si nkl nr;!'< con t j nu<', 
~ortlcula,•l y who~ tbr-.y h nvo nn esco rt or o ther shlrs 
j n CC"'T"\rnny . St"'tcrnent b~r l'nox t h nt suhmnrj ne1 menace 
~ill h<' ln hnnd by Mny lst tmrresscs me ns bri ng n 

DECLASSIB'IED 
BJ Deputy Arobivi&t of tho U.S. 

2\972 
- '1. J. Stewart Date MI\R 
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Reeeived at the War Department Mes&ago Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg .. WA&hington, D. C. 

!;prn 11. 1042 

----~M. 

From'-lt----''..!".!JU~<!~.o~n!L ______ _ 

C6/Jkt furnislud ot n6tt.d: 

Action Copy 

To ' ' <'T '1 

rynge 2 . Po . 5]. ~pri l 14th , 1942 

very unwi s<' s t 3tcm<'!nt ~ t this time . J canne>t im­
:pr e>ls ur on you ten str onely t!ie C<'nce>rn which al l 
here hnve ln reRnrd t o t h is matter. This ' " only 
natura l bec:mse thjs )$ l:'!n~ !s ~C"' de!')endent C'n 
imp orts ~.ncl they r<'Pli:>:e full well the <;i!"n l.iicance 
of these s;jn~: inC" t<' the futur e '">f t he w?r. 

I need n o t dwell. on thE' impo r tance of ev€'ry 
possibl e s h if t o us durine tho ccmlng nc-ntha. J had 
Ol enned tO !"OSt pone l'l diSCUSS iOn Of thiS unt il J 
could sec v ott . b~1t the matter seems to me to be of 
such urgen~y that J decided t o tak e it by cabl e . 

"r ime 

• DECLASSIP'I!Il 
~ ~epaty Arobivist of tba o.s. 
IIJ i. J. Stewart Date MAR 21972 
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AC:II WAR nEPARTMENT 

, 
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j\).'lt-11 
1? :10 

( I_A::,SIF'IE D MESSAGE CENTER 

INCOM~NG MIESSAGt: 

!!!CLASSIFIED 

1~, l !H2 
P . ,._ 

P RlORll'Y 
117 Author ity of Otf'Ot=R 

.sgc. ARHY fly TA6 P£R 7:'~1'f 
E'roa: 
To: 

Lopdon, 
!AUld, ~Date IIAY 1 197Z 

l'lo. 2ll98 , April l ·ltb, 1942, 

nr1 tish Cbie:l's of Stu:l' hAve just £uh• 1 tt<>c; <:n\1\l:l~n':a o·• 
c.ur p:-opc.sal. Ft·osn ~arallall tc. NcNarney urgen t . zr, s uha-.;a., co , 
there is <:O!lpletEe agreement a.s to 1043 and as to s:peo~ up o·? 
preparations of boats, asse••bly of US t roops and p l anes , :<n--
1 tiati ng nir otf~msi ve this sutuUJl' " nd i ncreas•. in fre'luer c7 
and size of rt.ids "If Russia is being defeat• (. we IIIL1 :,,. 
coap·elleci ·to 11ake supr e:'lo e:!foi·t to draw off <Gernan for<:el' 
troll t be Easteru :l'ront . Tb la situati on 1Uy a r:i. 3e nt a.nv 
ti•e a:l ter June. It there:f t)re follows that tlu: sooner A1nar.i 
cnn a i r forces, r.-:td pe.rticu larly AIIE•r i.!an 'bmbc~ £, s.r:ri 'U! 1 n 
thi 6 c ountry the ~~rea tor •111 be our c hance of J~ucceov:tul 
act Jon . The sub&e quent ar.·i val ot Amer ican 1 ant forces would 
enable us to rel.n:l'o:rce the e xpedi t ionar y force~> on the Col1-
t 1.nent , if ve ouc•Jeed in es'tablisbirtg n bridg et' ~nd" . 

Followin& th~ general precentatiuc Js the fol l owing ua 
part t • o of t be p aper: Weasuree which • ust be t aken con­
C\lr r ently 'Oith ou::- preparation to go or. the Continent. 

17e wUh to point out 'tiut tho ll<~ tion agai::<;: t Ger1113ny 
"s outlined J n t h•l previous pa:rar.-apbs may be t> ntirely 
y'JtJat ed unl<'SII " U t ake the neOOS!l&r y AtepS to '10111 ,lt.pl\i'l 
1 n t ile• meant i 119 . 

'Jbe el<tent a:"<! ra!)ldi t·~ of the Japan ese a<. nmce hils 
p!su:<IJI1 us in 11 pedlous post tion i n Incl ia, the Tnd~ an Oce"il 
and <:eJylon. Sut lespl ta the enon•ous l'lri tisb 1 nte1 eRts l r ­
vol ':'eel , "'e e bould not on tho! l onr vlew fee 1 so concernl!tl :;t 
the J apuese ad~n::~ce, ware It not for t!l e resul ts i t aiab·. 
bnve on cur abi li ':y to defe at G<!rnllny. lie canLot afford 
tha.t ., aps'n should obtr.l ll cooh•ol Clf th<l w:tters in t he Wes•a ·ro 
part ,,f the lndJ.r.·• Oce llll ae it uould h'lve the :iolloWllli r<tt~ •ll tf:: 

I'C'"S : 'I'~ A"Si'lE'! r<' TUTS '~S!;I.'lt: I S !10. 1S3 F":C'' T"R P~'!SID'll!~ 
T<' l 'P. , "CPI'H:S F!'~ T"P FC"'.'ET! f'AVAL P,SON 

COPY No. 

TH£ MAK NG Of" At~ CXACT COPY OF THI~ " USAGI: IS f"ORI IOOr-. 
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, 
WAR DEPARTI'ENT 

r.. "" ED MESS CE•,rER 

1 •rn l': I='SSA~F 

llo . ~:.sa l?'. ·oal London Apr~ t 1<! , Ul'.i.2 

(A) We eboc ld be unable to euotain our forc e s ln t ile iHd•'la 
East. Ger aanr vould then be Rble t o ge t acce~s to the oil of 
lraq r.nd Iran and to the rn\J a a.t e >·iala of~be East , and s o b r 
areatl. y fort:l.fled for a ver'} long struggle . (H) Tie s hou l d 
lose our oil suppl ies from .\bo.<lan. Th:ts vould be a ma:)or d i s ­
nate~ since the o 31 which wo t~d Aus tra lla obtn ln fro~ the 
Persian and l r aq Clil F1elde cnnnot be "'eplaced troll elaewbHre 
owing to ehortace of tanl<erfJ. ( C) The Soatb4U'" suppl:T route t o 
Russi~ Youl~ te c n t. This r ou t e is l ikely to h , o f increa s i ng 
iaport ance as enea y attacks on the No>•thern r oute lne r easo . lfe 
ho.ve plenty of evi dence tbnt the Gera&nS have every i n tent ion cf 
bringi ng e beav}' r.c a le of sul'ffce , U boat and n l r l.'. t t ack ngai nst 
the Ncrthern r oute this surmer . (D) 'l'url:ey lrO 1ld unquest 1ona.bly 
fall nn easy prey to the .'\xi s enabling encay naval for<:es to 
enter the Black Sea and so t urn the Rus sian p)&ltion in t he 
Cauc••sun. This m~gbt lead directly and quickly to the do\ln · 
fall of cur Ruesinn al~y . 

We do not possess enou~' na~al for ces , eve~ leaving th~ 
barest ainuaull tor our ''its~. cc;a:.it ment s i n h r:.u waters t o 
aeet the Japanese forces a l r e ady operat ing in t11e lndinn 
Ocean; root to aention those which a g.y be added ·to tbe•'- l ie 

'• are :\lao very Dh01' t of airc1•aft 1n thi~ thea tre. 

llccordinelY li'S aost urr;ently require A!ole.ri r: an naval 
assio1 ance un l ess the action by tbe United Sto.t <!S Pacifi c 
Fleet can be such as to ensnr e that t he Japane!l3 cannot 
operate st>·one forces in tho Indian Oee an; the ·>nly alt er· 
native is tee USA to send us capital eh ip and aJrcraf t 
carri er reint'orcenants, togother wi tb their c on •>lell\ent of 
cruisers and des ts oyers, so that our Eastern Fl '!et Juty be 
&ay be reinforced to such nu extel'tt thtt.t the Jat>anesc will 
not d11re challene•• it iu thoiJe water s. 

Si•ilarly ~e urgently require Ameri can Alr Forces, 
pa: t icularly air &triking f orces, i n the Indian theatre, in 
orde~ t hat we a ay enaure the control of sea c~~•un1cat1onv 
i n t ht' Raters uound Ceylon and or: t he Eas t c oa ,Jt of lndin. 
These are requireC: both t o uecu r e ou.r !lnval bn111 at Ceylon 
and t o prt>Yent the eneay ncquiring posi tions ln Sourthern 
India f••oa wbicb t hey c <'Uld threaten th.ls ba<N. Ai l'<:raft 
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:o·Rthor than peraonr•el are out• pri!Dar ::r iiiDiediatG ~~equire-nt . ,. 

!!ave Eisenhower and Arnold consider this im;tediatel.y . 
Also place it in t he banda of Admiral King. Try and get. t o 
ae as Quickly ae; possible your app reciation and 11 p ropoAod 
•·•ply for :ae. 

f~~ One of t he paper wil l be cabled later tod&y includi ng 
the annex. 
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VJI\R DF:PARTM~"tiT 
i\IIDI 
fi :i.ed 
Bll 

~c •D s , r.ENTER 

CS~!J 
/,pril l'l tll , 
4 : :m P . 5. 

I ,.._n ,.u~n.t'I'T ~ ·.SSAG E 
F'.:o• Allu~basay london llilgl&'J-4 
To : lUlid G- 2 

Wo. 2400, ~pril 14, 1942. 

'l'be following 
eo .. tttee Couaenta 
in •Y nuaber 2398. 

is pa.rt ). 8.Dd ann<»: <~f "ChJ.cf s of Staf :? 
on General llar e:llalls llftM»randua" msntioned 
From llat•sball t o I!cl!u •ue:v !lriJ:ent . 

A l. 1fcs have r esd with great tnt e••eat and u e i n go;oe.-al 
agree•ent with your outline plan f or uperaUonB in 1fe~~toru 
Burope. It fits in with the way we hnd been tbinking .nd 
the opportunity affor ded by your vis i'i: f or e:u.l'llination of t !lt~ 
plan by your and our otafflf, in clos e aud frul< consulat a·uon 
bas, we think, been invalutble. We s hould like this close 
consu~ tation to continua in London. 

We agree with the Para.ount 1apo~tance of keeping Rueai a 
in the f i eld, and that ffeatern Europe 1$ the .oat suitable 
theatre for a aajor offensive against Geraany by t bo co•b!ned 
,forces of the United StP..tev i>f A'lll)ricrl "nd Groat Dritnin. 
there is, therefore, idGnt1ty of outloo~ between us both on the 
short and l ong ter• view. 

As regl'.l'ds t he long t or11 view, •·~ entirely agree that 
plane should be prepared for aajor op~rationa on t be conti nent 
by .bu•r ican ll.lld British fol'ces i n 1943 on tbe lines p>'Oposed 
in your paper. lt I s iaportant t hat ~o tiae shoul d bo los~ 
in conce~tiag tbe necessary plans, and your paper pro~ides • 
110st valuable bllsis for thllir preparation. W'll also ar~rec t hat, 
eubjoct to tbe nee-st.ry • oasures bei ng talten t o bold Japan 
(see paragraphs 1Stb to 15t h below) , a•erytbing shoul d bo 
concentrat ed on the aai n object , i B t he d9feat of Ge~&any. 

llOTF. 1 'I"!E AI'S'IIEP 'I'C TillS r.:BSSA'lP: IS NO . 133 F!>O' TilE 
PF~:SIIlF.'.,. T(l :'ll . HOPYIHS i'OR T•r,·: l'Olli.'F:l? !<J.VAL ?":llSON 

DIOLASSirii:D 
B1 Autbori t1 of (ltf0£/2 

S fc d f H y fir ljttr PE& l.?t?Sif 
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Page 2 

As r egards the sbo:rt f;erm vi"'-', ··r.e feel that Ye aay have t.u 
oportunity, indeed tba.t Ye may be coa?elled (for the reae<ous 
given in paragraph 5) To tBkG sol!le action ou the continent thi.e 
year (1942). Since the Yeatber break~ before the end of 
S~pteaber, aoy such ope~ation auat ta~e place sufficiontlt 
eR.rll' to ensure the capture of "" port o:a the continent by !:he 
3rd "'eek in Sept011ber at lntest. ln 'ltlle r Wor ds, t hs operrat:to:n 
aust he lnunched in August at latest . ~e recogniz e that 
substantial American land forces cannot reach the Unit e d 
IUng<lom in time to taice pRJ•t in opera<~ i,,ns on the cont~ueni: 
until September, and t her e fore that t ite b ulk o:l any lJiUd :horcea 
Ybich are engaged in An:r operation be:lo l!"e that date will h2ve 
t o b e British. lfeverthnless, any Atne:~ican forcea, pa:rtictt t arly 
air forces, Yhich can a1•riv·e in time ~o cooperate vQuld be 
of the gre::>.t ·est value, nnd ll!ight Make the d1fferet~ce betYe<:n 
success and failure. 'l'he reasons a.re an follo•s :' 

Our action in 1942 will be governed by tbe situation i n 
Russia . this ••Y develop in any of the 3 following ,.a.yo: 
(A) Russin is being cls:f-;tated; (B) Rus<~h\ is holding Gernlll!:y ; 
(C) Russia is Yinning . These alte rna<:i v es are discuseed 
serir.tia in tbe paragr*pbe that i'ollo-" . 

6. I f Russia is i:ldng defeated , wo aay be compel led t o 
make a supreaa effort t<• draY off Gen.tan P"orce3 from the 
Easter n Front. This o:li:uation aight ttr1.se any tillie afte r 
June. It tbGrefore :tollOYs taat the nooner "-terican il i r 
Forces, &nd particularly heavy bo~barc , arrive in this 
country the greater wil l be our chanco of successful actio~ . 
The subsequent arrival of A•ericau land forces would enable 
us to reinforce the exp0ditionary f orc e on the coPtinent, ~ :t 
we had s ucceeded in oot$\bltshing l'o !!:r!dgebead. But eveD i i 
the Rut9sians Yere to co l lapse before t he AMeric an for<,es !:lad 
crossed over, the y woul d be i nval\.,ahl., to 8tre!'lgtben t ha 
defenses ot f:bis count:es· Against the t uvasion ~rhioh wt> be H ove 
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't'r->3 "me~·~·: ,;:-'ll lo~lloz , 
7rt : ·~-2: . ..., 

' 0 -.· 
") I 

, • wf{_lA•l<.l 
• 

t O"lG :l.n~:"::ttrtly fc1.lo\/ . 

ENT 
• C NTER 

ES .. J 

:\1! !:-:.;toJ1~ :l.r bolcl~ne Oomnn:v, :1><: ts diiff.cutt to C:l~ in r.~..:vanM 
~r-lc1oGly ..,b:\t v;. should d-;,. Cn t!:le 1 iumd auecoas!~51 !!etioa 
~>r ua on \:1'" con~:::.n"nt might tnn tba ac~ls :tn fGvom- <Jf Rusr;i>., 
~~ Gxpcdi~o ult~~a~e victor:v. On th~ otb&r hQnd, thora miRe~ bo 
'-'~h to bs o~~ Z07 ool ayi ng ~~ch ac~loc unti l 1943, In t~e 
:Zi:~l'!:t pl.ac<• , the (!Grll'.IAU Army IUld peo~le uould by then bt'! mucl:l 
"~~'1!:.~1' oa t•. I:C)E!Ult c-£ on~u1•1ng anot!Hw wintor'; 2ndll1 i;bo 
doJ gGr of a pr~t~·e and possiblf abortivo u~riain~ by thn 
Pn~;.- tot A:rll!i,cs ""'-•Uld b o :\"Y01ded. S."\nco, b0\:/07&1:' , wo aust t)e prepcr~ 
ed t o mcl:e "-'!t:l.on ?.u 1~42, ~he earl~ lll'1'1911l of Ax.toricsm :Z~cas 
ir. jt'.31: a.t t\£CEBC!ll1'!7 Ql) in t!>n l)l!."flV~CUiil CGBO . 

l .f it.:.H,.. .:.a it• ..,;:lu)l:lng, ~~<Uch t he IHliUG usun1snta ~apply 3S 
in tho la;;t caso, vi·~t-. t!lia qusl:U11cntictn tba'i: if at an:r U11a 
it D~OC~O Cle~T tuat C~rm~DJ VBB 0~ t be point of Coll&pG~ , 
-.rc sbo\l~,d no·l: i:HlO~-Gatf) t •> gflt on ~;b.<> cont'.l.n\lnt at once . JlJI!ertcM 
pc~tictpntion i~ EUO~ ~ ente~pri?o , ~bo~ovor it mlght occur , 
woald C!l<!w.•l y a c t•i' tbo rs>:eatoi;t ·va l ue. 

Thu~, i n all 3 nasG5, A•erican Uo~coa would be of t ho 
(p'0~test 'i'~lus , a.t althongll at thin stage i t 1o not poef!i hlo t o 
foll"e P.oe the pl!'ec1.oe c i rcu::tstiU)co O!' t ho prect£e mnnner 1::. 1thi~ 
t boy would be o~ployoa. 

Jf you ll.l:'~•e ""it!:: our General e once,PtioB, we should be gl;r.d 
o2 c~ly in~o~tion as t o th~ cbar~ctar aua a~teut of tho 
ccwtrib~Uon wbi~ yop could llake s:Lvailabl e before Septeuber,, 
nu d tbe es:Lrliest dntce P:r wbicll tbe.· tbo voricu~> air and l an d 
coot:I.Dif(Jnte could ~:Lrriv.~. The \liOSt impor·~!lut requ:!.r Cll\ents : or 
thla ccr.mtry ar<a t r an111pozt aircraf t and crclfs anll parl\ehuta 
b~ttalioa<J , wbilo GlJUall~ iiiJiort~mt i o an a dclHiooal auppl y 
oi A~qrican t ightera ~o~ the, •indl~ East to ~nable u~ t o ass~ble 
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t he nec:ese&.'\'1' reserye of British f:lgbt,tl!'s in the 1JnitG>d 
S:tngdolt. 

tie cor&ally acree with ;,oul' view tut considerable trut:c­
int: in cmlbinrad eperatio~s !s necel3slll'!J' before a~~:r for.ces .u>e 
launched upon ops~atione on the contln$nt. This can best b~ 
done in this country . 

All &il annex to this bf.tt, we bnv·'! aet out the s teps 'l!!bieh · 
we hAve ln bEond to prepa:re ou!'selve& f <>r the v~ious oonti111gnci• 
;rhlch aay arise 1a the a <!lar future, 

l!.qex: s-uy of :r.ctioa al~i<dy b&ilhg taken o.- conhmplated. 

In the firs t place, we have put 1~ band tbe restor ation of 
our South Coaet Ports wbiob bad f allen iat o disuse, and without 
uhicll no opet•atiou on amy col!.eidert~blg seale emu. be lllnoched • 

.As a fm•ther step, in a ddition to ntaht air attacks • ·hieh 
we are delivering at the heert of Ge1••u:r, WG intend to C$1'l'f 
011t heavy day light raids on the eot~Sta of France ud l nlancS 
on tho continent wtth views fo~cing the Geraan& t o give b~ttle 
aud so subject tb.etr fighter forces t o sevure II'Utage. BJ 
doiiiS' thie, we hope to give poaltive uat.taaee to tbe lluE;Ii i a­
on thu hstek'1l Froat by dravlng off G&:nlllll ree~e §iz.~-
to the Weat. 

lfe aloo intead to :<.:ntensify both the I!IClope aad frequ~'ncy of ou: 
our seaboras and ~lrborne r ni6a on the eneaye co .. t line. 

'lfe bave in eddit .i oll studied very -carefully all operation 
:for eeb:iag 3 Brictaehea.d on the const .of France. 

lkt:lure 
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PD 
This tr lrgram must bE 
closely paraphrasEd bE ­
fore being communicated 
to nnyont . (IJC) 

SEcrrtnry of Stntr , 

'<lnshington , 

TRIPLE l'RI ORITY. 

1850, l.pril 15, 12 · noon 

London 

Dated tpril 15, 1942 

Rrc ' cl 5: 47 c .m. 

.. :.1m FERSO!i:.L FOR THE PRESII£!1T FROM HOPKINS . 

At long meeting last night of Dtfrnsr Council, 

Chiefs of Staff, formEr naval person , Hnrshall and I , 

British GovErnment agreed to our main proposal . I 

imagine former naval person will cable you today . 

Your messagE ~umber 133 getting our immediate attention . 

MATTHE'iiS 

KLP 

DECl.ASSiPIED 
'!il DeJ!Dty .ArehiYta t ot the 11. s. 
Pl :t• J, Stewart llat• MAR 2 1972 
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Cablegram 

Received at the Wu De~rtment M~ae Center 
Room 344 I Munitions Bid, .. Wuhinaton, D. C. 

Aprll 15, l9h2 

AC- 4 

From Ipndon 

XXXC 52, April 15, 1942 ~t~~;~SSil'I&D by British 
117 R. B. Parbept. t el ., 3-29-?a .. 

Date .,y 5 ,~ From Former Naval Person to Tile President personal 

and !Sa t number 69. 

I u1ust revert to the grave situat ion in the Indian 

ocean mentioned in my 11umber 65, arri sing from the ract 

t hat tl.e Japanese have felt ablle to detach nearly a 

t uird of their battle fleet and half their carriers, 

w .. ich force we are unable to match f or several months , 

The consequences of this may easily be: (A) The loss 

of CeJlon. (B) Invasion of Eastern India with incal­

culable internal consequences to our whole war plan and 

including the loss of Calcutta and of all contact with 

the Chinese through Burma, But t .. is is only the be­

gitming. until we are able to fight a fleet action 

there is no r eason why the J apanese s hould not become 

the dominating factor 1n the western I ndian Ocean , This 

would r esult 1n the collapse of our whole pos l t'-on in -·- .. . - -
the Middle East , not only because .of-'the.int,er:ruption 

to our convoys to the t.!1dO.le East and India, but also 

because of the interruptions to the oil su·,Jplies from 

·-........ ......... . '· 
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R~eived at the War Department Message Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg .. Washington, D. C. 

-----"'{. 
RlGRAD!D UNCLASSIFIED by Bri t ish 
Govt . , State Dept. tel . , 3-29-72 ~' -' . 
By R. B. Parka Date , ~ 

To ' '' · ~ f' li' ' - ' · .. 

Paee two XXXC 52, April 15, from London 

Abadan, without which we cannot maintain our position 

either at sea or on land in the Indian Ocean Area, 

Supplies to Russia via the Persian GUlf would also be 

cut. With so inuch of the weight of Japan thrown upon 

us we have 1nore t han we can bear. 

We had hoped tha~ by the end of April the American 

Pacific Fleet would be strong enough to reoccupy Pearl 

Harbor and offer some menace t o the Japanese which they 

would have t o consider seriously , At present there 

seems to be no adequate r estraint upon Japanese Jnove-
A'"'~"er- . ments t o the west . we are not sure lliQFegver whether 

owing to the great distances even the reoccupation of 

Pearl Harbor in force by the uni ted States Battle Fleet 

would necesarily exercise compulsive pressure upon the 

Japanese High waval .Cowmand. we are deeply conscious of 

the difficulties of your probl em in the Pacific Area, 

If you do not feel able to take speedy action which 

will force Japan to concentrate in the Pacific, the only 

way out of tile 1.onr:.ense perils 1\l1ich confront us would 
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ReGCived at the War Department M ... age Center 
Room )441 Munition• Bid& .. Washington, D. C. 

M. 

IIMII.ADI!D UJiCi.ASSll'IED b; ~r. \ • r' ~- , = 
Qovt •. StntA Dept. tel., 3-29-72 
! y II . B. Parb Dato r; ·~ry . . ~ · 

Th -. 
page three XXXC 52, April 15, from LOndon 

seem to be to build up a s quickly as possible an amnle 

force of modern capital ships and carriers in the 

Indian ocean. BY substituting one of the 4 R repeat 

Roger Class now at K111ndini for Malaya in Ironclad 

it will be possible to send her back to Gibraltar and 

for renown to reach Admiral somervil le before t he end 

of May . If you would consider sending North carolina 

and Ranger trom Task For ce 22 to join somerville temp­

orarily, he woul d be pr ovided with a force of three 

long range capital ships and 4 carriers as well as the 

4 Rogers . In 8 or 9 weeks barring accidents we shall 

be better off. Il lustrious should have joined Somer­

Ville by the middle of uay and Valiant in J\me . Nelson 

and Rodney will be on the 'l.ay from Ell8land . Thus we 

shall groiV continually stronger and regain the power 

to fight an action i n the Indian ocean against an$ 

detacrunent Japan tnay dare to make from the Facific. 
I 

Alternatively if you preferred to place North caro­
wE 

lina· alongside washingt on 1n Scapa ~ could send Duke 

1 0 i 1 
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Received at the War Department Meaaage Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bide •• Wuhington. D. C. 

____ M. 

RlaftAD!D UNCLASSIPIEO by B. ·~:•h ~ 
Co"t . , Stete Bept. tol . , 3-~:9 -72 ~ 

.,.
0
By l\. 1:1. Parka DatoMAY ~ 1 ~ ' 

J ' -- 5 k 2 

Page four XXXC 52., Apr1l 15, from London 

of York to join Somerville in the Indian Ocean and 
eiiP"TIWIJ to 

Ranger could go direct toAmeet her . The first method 

improves our position a fortnight earlier, when days 

may count. 

we are most gratefUl to your for sending washington 

and her consorts to help us and for the invaluable v10rk 

wasp is now doing. 

It is a l so most important to have some American heavy 

bombers in India. There are at present about 14, and 

50 more are authorized. But none of these \Yas able to 

attacl<: the Ja!Bilese Naval Forces last week. we have 

t aken everything from Libya which is possible Without 

ruining all ppospects of a renewed offensive . we are 

sending every suitable aircraft to the East which can 
I 

be efficiently serviced out there , but wi t hout your aid 

this will not be sufficient . !Jight I press you, Ur . 

President , to pr ocure the necessary decisions query. 

I am sending you a separate message abOut our 

memorable meeting with y.our envoys las t night . we have 
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Rec.eived t.t the Wt.r Department Meua&e Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Blda .. Wathinaton. D. C • 

To•-----------------------

. _ ___ M. 

Page five X:XXC 52, April 15, n-om London 

established the most intimate contacts w•th the united 

States ArmY and Air Force but as Harry will tell you 

we are not nearly so closely linked up on the Naval 

side . Yet all depends on this being successfUlly 

handled 1n.un1son . I am therefore sending the First 

sea LOrd back w1 t h General Marshall and Harry 1n 

order that he may discuss with you and Admiral King 

the vlnole position and make long term plans . I hope 

however that if you agree with either of the suggestions 

for Naval movenents made 1n paragraphs } and 4 of this 

message you will be able to have the necessary orders 

given without wa1t1ne for his arrival , we cannot afford 

to lose any time . 
PRIME 

IIIGRADta ~ •; , . 0 . .~ ... J. • liJ l ·~1 i t . h 
ovt.' State D• p L tol J ~ 1o 

By R. H. Pe,;. :1• , - .. 9- 72 

MAY 5 1972 

Uoi.IU . ... .. ... O.+•tUI U H I I I , 
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Cablegram 

Reuived at the Wu Deportment M-e Centu 
Room 344 I Munitions Bide .. Wathincton, D. C. 

April 15 . 194z 

AC- 4 ~ 

11 :ohRI M . 

..,n.,.d .. o .. n _________ ~· 

J 

To PCYl'US 

XXXC 5~. April 15, 1942 

No~ 
/ 

correction POTUS 52. In para 4 change 

to read 11We could send DUke of York to join 

somerville 1n the Indian Ocean and Ranger 

could go direct to capetown to meet Her. 

PRIME ,, 

RIGRAD!D UNCLASSIFIED by Brltleb 
Govt. , Stato Dept. tol. , 8~V-7i 
BJ' a. a. Parka Date 

MAY 51972 
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Received at the Wu O.partmcnt M .... ,. Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bide .• W11hincton, D. C. 

AC-4 

April 16, 1942 

... 4:30A M --'-'--'-'--- . 
J. ondon 

To Tire President of the United States ~ 
The Wri1te Bouse ~ 

o. XXXC 54 April 16th 

Amendment to telegram from Former Naval Person 

to President No . 69. Parngrnph 2, sentence 3, first 

5 words should read "we Arc not sure however". 

Prime 

1 Oi 5 
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Received at the War Department Message Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg .. w .. hington. D. C. 

AB.1L 17 191.12 

AC- 4 

'•22Pi ' , 
----"'~=~-"' . 

LC~:DC~~ From,_::..:..:.:=.=--- - --- - - -

Aetlon Copy 

To PCc, JS . RJ:GRADID UNCLASSIFIED by Bioi t i eh · 
, _ _:_::...:.=_:_----r.G"bv"'tt::,:-:,--s-sr.ta~ntr.e.--rru""ept. tel. , 3-29-7 2 

t:O . XXXC 55 AP:li L 17TH . 

TO PRESID:EI:~ F?JET A: :D PKlSO!;AL ~!0 SEVENTY PAI1A ONE. 

Yvt8 El VOYS i'/ILL TAKE BACK WIT!! THE' A FULL J<OTE OF OL':I 

: E .!O:iASLE 1~Tlt;C LAST '1'\;ESDAY A::n A DET'J(ILED 

CO;.n;;wJ:ARY Nl YOU:l P!:lOPGSALS n,y CUH Ci1I EFS OF STAFF . 

! THnn-; , EOWF.VER , TllAT YOu V:OULD ViiSS TO !!AVE AT 

ONCE A SHORT ACCOUt.:T OF Tl:fE CONCLuSIOlJS 'oiHICH ilmE 
. 

:ll :ACHED . FA."' ~'NO . 

WE ';'HcOLEHEA..1TEDLY AGi1EE YiiTE YOlli1 COl'lCEr'i'I Cr< OF 

COl/CEIZ!'RA TION A.::.Ail<S T T .E 1.:AU: El'iE:,;y, AND 

COHDIALLY ACCEF'!' YOUTl PLAN WITH ONE Bi10AD ~UALIFICATIOtl . 

AS YC.lJ 1TILL SEE FRO:: l'Y SIX?¥ Nit!E OP TilE FH'TEEi:TE 

AP~ITL , I,T I S ESSE~ 1'IAL T:!AT WE SHOULD FREVE1!T A 

JU!:CTIDr! OF TEE JAPAriF.SE AJ';D THE C:ER: "AilS. CO!.'SI:.Q..UEi!'f LY, 

A P:XJFO:lTicr: OF Cu:-1 COl 2 HiEl) IlESOtJ.:'WES ' US~ , FOH 'ri-lE 

; :c;.·r.:r;T , BJ:: S:ST ASID£ '.:Xl i'AL'l' 'IH E ,lAPA!·:ESE AD\'A::CE . 

TE:iS POI!!'.:' iiAS Ft:LJ"Y DISCt;SCED AT ·r~JE n;;::-:'I:IG, AillD 
-t-~.s.~M·u· 

::hjlS}'ALL FELT CO~~FIDE:iT 'l'HAT ".'iE -Hril11 80ULDAP"OVIDE 

'•il :A'i' WAS r:E::ESSA.1Y F0:1 n;B H!D:W: OCEA:l A:!ll O'J}!Ell 

T:;EA.T:'ti::S , AJ:D YE'l.' GO ai''l!T AJ IEAD Vi!T;-; YOU?! ::AI N P.lO,JECT. 

ST.lAlGh';h:i.:;,;-u; , A:::; i'IE t.W. STA.l'i.'I::'J ,IOI;·, ':' ru.:,s A::n 

• 
.:...!...=.:-· -- -=- . 
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Recelved at the War Department MetM&e Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Blda .. Waahinaton, D. C. 

S~T ~;:o. 
___ __,.!, 

Fromt ___ _:L::::O~'...!"D<.!:C:.:.: :,__ _____ _ 

Copi.t-1jt~rnislwl "' noltd: 

Action 

cr .. t .. Uol 

3-29-72 

1!0 . XXXC 55 APRIL l7'l'H 

ffiEPlffiATIOHS AT ON~E . ViE J'AY I JiOVIEV"a 1 FEEL co:wJ::LI..ED 

TO AC':C 'l'H~S YEA.."l . YOUR PJM~ '· :..SUALlSED 'Ii:IS1 ::31.:? PUT 

"ID- SEP':'E: ::JEH AS Tl':!:; EA..lLI::S'l' DATE. T::!i~~S !'AY EASILY 

CO:'E me A ! :RIJ> ~FO!"'<E ':'1!!::: STOP :J\:~S:-ALL EXPLAit:ED 

?EA':' \'lAS F:1AU~:T VIITi: St:C!! GMIJE :USi:S Ai'D DI>ffi 

CO'lSF.., E':CES UN'!'IL YOU COUIJ.l ; 'hKE A SU3S'i'/,';TIAL AIR 

C0''':"RJ.3UTION; :1UT m:; LEFT US IN t·:O DOU'3T :·P.AT lF IT 

WE:!E FOUi:D NECESSAHY TO AC 't' EA:1Liffi 1 Ycu I : :J P~ESIDE!!T I 

SC:1AP C:F !:t,: :A:: A~:;) "A 1'E:11AL J\ES01DCES . :,'E A "U:: 

HCADLY SPEAJ<I'!G1 t.L:l A":.lU:D P:lC'l.~~'E IS A C.!! . .'SCF:i:DO 

cr AC1TH?Y w 'l'iiE co::nr;r::':' 1 su..u~:~ :;IT' :..:• hVF:l 

mc .• E.t1.sn:~ AD OFF'E' SlVE 7!0':'.. "JY r:n:-!7 Ar-:D DAr I AJ:o 

S 'l'AT<:S THOCFS '.'iiLL TAi,E PAnT . PA!"lA FOli:\ . I A3:1EE 

'Tl~ o.; S ' co~:D APliL ''ltA'r YOU SEOu"LD ASK STALl!! TO 

Sl:i:D"'TIO SP=CIAl. ~c:r ~ESF.">ATIVES 'JC SEE Yt.l.J AT t.!:CE 

" 
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Received at the WaJ Department Muaaae Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldr .• Woohinaton. D. C. 

( s:-: E!;T Tf~~EE) _ ___ M. 

From: ___ ..:,T~1 ''l.ll..';.:.''--- ---- REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Britlob 

Action Copy 

Po.,.S Govt., State Dep<. tel., 3-29-?a 
~o·--~~-~0~·-----il~.JI~H~~ ' ' - 1 •. Pa:tks Dato 

MA¥ 5 19i'Z 
PO . XXXC 55 IJ>:UL 17TH. 

A7lCU'l' YOl!.'l PlA::s . I':' iil LL lN At::Y CASE 3E Il'l'OS5ElLE 

TO COIJCBAL '!HE VAS'l' P;u;:J>A..iATICNS 'I'l!i<T WILL llE 1\ECESSARY, 

DUT '..ZIT!! TilE ;·,'!:CLE ::CAS~ OF ElBOPE, FRO;· TllE :!ORTf CAPE 

':'G ?.AY(;N;;E C,PE;' TC t;S , iiE 5.101.-L:l CO?~T'rliVE TC. D:::CEIVE 

Tl!E E::F:'Y AS TO T:ffi 'o'iEIO. 1', m:Il\G, i~T:lC.D Ai:O THE 

DIHECTIW OF Old A'ITAC!:S . IT IS I:m:.'ED FC!'l co;:siD~TION 

I'IHE1'Hl!:R IT \'l ui)LD i\OT BE .n I '.r TO : 'AKE A PUlJLlC 

Allc :OUIJCE' 'El':')' TF.A~' Cu:l T','/0 ;:ATIO!.S A:·~ !1ESOLVED 'i.'O 

::A."lC!l FO!'!':/A.;-J) I;-;'i\l EL:tOPE ro-E'l'iim IN A IWDL."' ::;:1C'l':~­

li(.CD C.! A:t 'S c·: A ~::lEA~' C .. l'SADE FC~ ':'"E ~Ei-!ATIC~: CF 

'l':·iiS USA' POI::T. FC:r'!:! I!AVAL PJDSU: . 

p;nrE . 
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Received at the War Oc:partme:nt Meisea-e Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Blda .. Waohinaton. D. C. 

Aprll 1.8 , 

P RIOR II): 

• 

1 91 2 

539 p _ ____ M. 

From, _ __ !:....O.:..N:...OO::....:.N:._ ___ ___ _ 

Action Co 

POTUS 1\ASRN To, _____ :.._ ___ __ ___ 

No . 56 , April 18th , 1 942 

Pl ease make f oll owinr. cor r ect ion l n Prime 
~ini~ters Tel egram t o Pr esident No . 70 of 17th 
Apr i l . Begi ns. Las t sentence of rRrngr aph 2 
shoul d r ead "This point was f ully discussed at the 
meet i ng and Marshall felt confident t hat we could 
together provide what w.as necessary f or t he I ndian 
ocean and other t heatres and yet go right ahead 
with your main proj ect" . 

Pr i me 

REGRADID UNCLASSIFIED by Britl ch 
Govt. , State Dept . t el. , 3-29-72 
BJ R. B. Pub Datt~~y S \9fL 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 

.. EllENSION NUMIEl 

NAVY UtYAK~ 

ORArTEl PlECEOENC£ 

UOM U ~DDV ~OPIC I IJC> I I ~ ~ UW!U. 

RtLEAS£0 IT 
~ ROUTINE -~ THE PRES IDENT OEfERR£0 

OAT£ 18 APR IL 1~2 

TOA COOEAOOIIt 
z PRIORITY 0 
;: 
c 

O(COD£0 IY " ROUTIH£ 
~ 

0 
~ 

;!; OEFERA£0 

PARAPHRASED IY 

INDICATE 8Y ASTERISK ADDRESSEES rOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY lS SATISrACTOAY. 

RRPNI=V . 181i1B~ NCR 1714 
dt bYAl\WtSE INOICAf£0 THIS DISPATCH WILL BE T('AN!hufno WITH OErtRRED PRECEDEHCt 

ORIGINATOR Fill IN OAT( AHO TIME DATE TIME 

TEXT 

TO THE PRES IDENT FROU HARRY HOPK INS PERSONAL AND 1111111 

AFR ICAN MESSAGE RECE IVED TALKED TO FORMER NAVAL 
PERSON WHO TH INKS MARSHALL AND I SHOULD RETURN 
LONDON. DO YOU TH INK SITUAT ION REQU IRES OUR 

REMAINING IN.ENGLAND UNTI L TH IS UATTER CLEARED 

UP? 

-

GCI 

J~~h1 J.o f,.,~ J.. /kjJiu~ J7 tfnl tf:_ 

{IJI;:'•) 
DECLASSIFIED 

~ pqaty Archivist ot t.&a o.s.. 
PI I , J, Ste...;.t Date MAR 2 1972 

MU. orl,taa1oalt. Dtti'fa- to coaa ulea&loa watda olkerla pereon. (Sft Art. 7e (C) NA ~R&CS.) 

., .. , 
1 020 



Received at the War ~pa.rtment Meaaae Center 
Room 3441 Munitio .. Bldr .• W .. hi.,.ton, D. C. 

April 1 B. 1942 

925 P M. 

From Lon don 

Action Copy 

To The Presi dent of the Uni ted States. 

No. 57 April 1 8 th 

Former naval person to President personal and 

p 9' number 71. Your numbe1· 134 and also message 

number 133 th rough Hnrry. 

I hope you wi ll send North Carolina over to 

join Washington at Scapa. This will enable us to 

send Renown immediately and Duke of Yor k as soon as 

possible afterwards to join our Eastern Fleet i n the 

Indian Ocean. This f orce s hould prove a strong 

deterrent to Japanese attacks upon our convoy route 

to Egypt and India. There is no question of our 

seel<ing battle against superior forces , but we do not 

want to be sought out and found at a disadvantage. 

Admiralty i nformation concurs with yours that there 

aro i ndicat i ons that Japanese carriers have gone 

eastwnrds to replenish with aircraf t after their severe 

losses at Colombo and Trimcomalee. All the more is 

there reason to use this lull to get i n to a sounder 

position. 

As r egards ai r rei nforcements for Burma India and 

Ceylon Portal has drafted tho note in my immediately 

followi n(I tolegrmn nftor full discussion wi th Mnrsball 

1021 
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Received at the War Department Meaaage Center 
Room 3441 Munitiont Bldr .. Wuhinrton, D. C. 

Sheet Two of No. 57 from London ___ _,M. 
From ____ ________ _ 

Act ion Copy 

To _ ___________ _ 

and his off icer . On this basis therefore welcome use 

you propose for Rt1nge1· and hope movement may go forward 

full speed as you kindly suggest. 

I also have had n long painful message from the 

Generalissimo but I do not know what can be done 

beyond the measures now set on foot including especially 

the replenishment of A V G Al exander has done very well 

but his force is now little more than t en thousa~d 

effectives and if t he Japanese continue to land new 

divisions 1 t is only a question of time before t hey 

enter China from the South . 

Prime 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Britleh 
Govt .. Sta te Dept. tol. , 3-29-72 
By R. H. Parka Daio 

1111~ l 

.... -~ .... -··IOfU· ... u . ·- •• ._ ............ , ....... . t . 
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t. ~CD T , I ' FT.n 1 ~/:'1?. 2 A},; 

R~c:eived at the War Department Meuage Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg, Waohington, 0, C. 

Apr; 1 1 8 1(!4.2 

952P M. 

From Lon don 

Action Copy 

' . 

To The PrP.<'<ident of the Uni t ed S tates 

No . 58 April 18 th 

former naval person to !resident per!i'ona l. and 

..... number 72 fol towing i s no t e by Portal to which T 

refer in pa r a gr ap h 2 of · my immedi a tel~· pr ece ding 

t e lep-rom: 

The air force sur;cestio ns refet'red to i n the 

Pres ide nt ' s teler.ram to the !'r ime ~ani,;ter number 131 

have been discusse<l b y me with Mars hall a f ter car eful 

j o i nt e xaminat i on by our respective staff off i cer s . T 

ar,ree that t he quickest and soundest means of buildinrr 

up ~n a i l' striking force is to b t·l ng U S bombardmen t 

squadrons now in Tndia up to f ull strene:th . Tt is welcome 
Fortress 

news to hear of 30 Amer ican Se aCE nnd Libe r ator and 

16 n 25 a i rcraft already in or near i ng I nd i a, To provide 

t his f o rce wi th a full rese rve for imrned i a te purposes I 

have agreed t.o transfer 31 heavy and med'ium bombet· air-

craf t from Br itis h allocations . I hnve asked t hat these 

s houln be r ctu,·n ecl t o us as early as possibl e <>s we 

ourse lves nr• s hort ly forming 2 Liberator sq"ndrons tn 

I ndia ond another 3 either In Middle Fast o r Tnd ia as 

soon '"' possibl e a fterwnrds . ?\ea r ly al l the Liberato r 

a i r c r<>ft we nrc c cttinrr wi ll he r cn uired for this pu r pose . 

1023 
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' Received at t.he War Department Mettace Ce.nt~r 

Room 3«1 M11nitions Blda .. Washinaton, D. C. 

_ ___ M. 

From Ghoc t Two of l~tu;~bcr 5A i'l'Om J,ondon 

Action Copy 

To•---- -------------

I ~hould he only too willing to rel~~se Kittyhawk 

nirc•·nf t for Jl.cn£:'er for despatch i n Panecr were it not 

thnt this woulcl mcnn tnl<inr; c rave rlsl<s in Middle East 

nnd possibly compromisl ng the con•inr offensive. J:gypt 

is now more than cvC'r dependent on this type because of 

lnree despatches of l'ur•·icnnc fighters to India. J hope 

this will not prevent the usc of !:anger nf' the President 

s ugr;es ts. Jn cnsc sufficient American nlrcrnft for A V G 

nre not available pcrhnps it would hC' possible to use 

nny vacant spnce to hnsten shipment of Kittyhnwk destined 

for Middle E:>.st but "t present wai tin(' fOl' r.hips . 

Primo 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British 
Gov~ • • State Dept. tel., S-29-71 
BJ R. B. Parka Il&\e 
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CSWD Cahlcgrom AC~l 
ri led 10:;41./ 19 
,\1\DI 1 

AetJon Copy 

Received at the War Oeparlment Meuaa:e Cc:nte.r 
Room JHI Munition• Blda .. Waahinaton. D. C. 

April 19, 

To Potus 

No . xxxc 59, Apri l 19th, 1942, 

1942, 

5: O:l f ·M. 

CorrC'ctl on out· number 58 Prime Mini star 
number 72. ~ Change last sentence para 1 to 
r ead 30 AmPrJcan Fortress repeat FortrPSS 3nd 
Liberator. 

Prlmr. 

~GRAD!D UliCLAssrrr!D by Brt thb 
ovt. , State Dept. tel., 8-29-72 

By R. B. Pvu Date 

MAY 5 1972 
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/JJDJ ! 
filed S4lp/20th 
t.as 

URCEN1 

Cnhlcrram 

Reuived at the War Department Mesaaac Center 
Room 3441 Munition• Bldr., Waehinaton, D. C. 

Anr!l 20 1942 

10 · 06 • M. 

From London 

To Presldent of the United ~tate!! 

No 61 April 20th, 1942. 

Ft•om f<'rmer nnvnl person to the Pre~;ldent number 

73 the t\rr.hnsR"dor nod tt>e hendR of our mf,.I'<J ons ln 

~ashln~ton tell me that it may be necessnry to create 

some combined bodJos for dealin~ with supplies In 

addition to those wo set up nt Christmas~. One example 

is food while our lonrr ranr.e pror;rams of wnr productJnn 

nre also not yet covered by the exlstln~ machiner y. 

But if to the exlstinr. r~w materia~" nn~ shippln~ 

combined boards we nclc.1 2 or 3 additional bodies . it 

appears that some mesns of pulliny, torether all the 

inter all i ed ~roups (other thnn tho Chiefs of St~ff) 

in or<ler to r-et ovorn ll direction may be naodcd . I find 

that l'nrry l!opkin"< nncl our rPpresentativeR nre arrced 

about the need for a centrnl focug of thl s kind. 

\'lc mus t ln a n y cn~;e make AOmc f r e«h nppointmPnt" 

in connect Jon with our variouR st•ppl y Orfrnnization"! J n 

l>asl>inrt on. If, <>n your henrlnr Hsrry Hopklns repnrt of 

his tnlk'l with " "· you Aj!'roe nhout the deslrahility nf_ 

!'ettlnr up n s Jnr'le con tr,.,l llniT body ove r t he combl.nocl 

tnnrd", l would nt <'nee "Pr,olnt ~ reprosPntntJve wi t h th" 
REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Brl t l ob 
Gov t., State Dept. tel., S-89-72 

5 19-) 
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Received at the War Oepertment Mcaaa:e Center 
Room 3441 Munition• Bide .• Wuhincton. D. C. 

____ M. 

From ______________ _ 

To•------------------------
C~J~w..J oa•~<4: l"l\rc 2 , 'umber 61 from London Apr i 1 20th 

'. 

Action Copy 

Appropri ate s t a t us to work with your nominee. 

PRH.!E 

R!GftADED UHCLASSIFJ 
Govt., State Dept ED by Brltioh 
Bra. 11. Par.ta · 1•1., 3-29-?.a 

Da&e 
MAY 51972 

1027 
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t 
THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Way 6, 1942 

lffilORANDUl.l FOR CAPTAIN lolcCREA: 

This thing ia being worked 

on and when I get back we will be 

able to send a wire on this. I 

hope it will not. be sent before I 

get back. 

HARRY L. HOPKINS 

1028 
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1\MOJ 11 
filed :;:;>GPM/20th 
Las 

Priorlty 

Copiu f urnidcO o.s noted; 

Action Copy 

Received at the War Otpa_rtment Message Center 
Room 3441 Muniliono Bids .• Waohingtoo, D. C. 

A~ri 1 20 1 <i 42 

To Presi dent of the un jted <-tl\tes 

No 62 April 20th, 1912. 

2 : ;l7 , M. 

Former novnl per son to Pre~ident pcrsonol and 

No 74 wlll you kindly consider whether you Rhould 

not nov: make an offer to Petain and or Dnrlan of 

British and American support if they will ca rry the 

French Fleet to Af r ica? Should you favour SliCh a 

policy I wl ll cable yo\1 exactly what we could put in 

on i nvitation t~ llorncco unopposed , nnd at what d"tes . 

It ,:;een1s t o me thoy ourht t o be offered blN;Ainrs as 

we l l as cur,:;inrs 

PR J !JE 

REGRADED UllCLASSIPIED by B. i ~; : h 
Govt., Stato Dept. tol., 3-29-72 
By R. H. Parka Dat o ~~v 

.rtl 5 lw 
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/'t.:DJ 1 
f iled 10511./N 
M: 

C"'l· 1 r:-rrr"'"' t.C - 1! 

Received at the War Department Meua.ge Center 
Room Bldg .. Wa•hington, D. C. " 

. ": ~--lc. 
- I 

• ~l.J'u l 
Anril 24 l S4? 

5 :18 A. M. 

From •.c- d 

C6pits jurnisJ:t4 as n.oled: 

Aetion Copy 

To The Pre~ident o f thP t h, i ted ~tates 

No. 6~ . Apri l 24th 

To Presj dent from Former Naval !'ers on. ••-• and 

Number 75. xxxc. 

Jn your Number 131 of April 3rd you said that 

you fel t that it would be uJwd s e to do anyth i ng_ wh i ch 

would p.-ive the impression that Ironclad was a joi nt 

Anglo American enterp r ise . In the situation which 

then existed I ap-reed with you : But now that Laval 

has come i nto power at Vichy and you hl\V<> wJthd r 'twn 

Leahy. are not th in!)'" dlfferont? 

I n the"e c hnn r.-cd circumstn.ncef' . would you l)e 

1repRred to recon~ ider your previ01 1 ~ deci~ion , Bnd 

llow us to drop leaflet s bot h :>t Trc>nclnd nnci in 

rrance 11hich v·oul<l rive the impr essi on thn.t Amcr i.cnn vms 

11!';<'•Cil\ t ed wi th the expedition . and that. conjointly 

vi th Great Bri t ain . s he puarAnteed the return of Ironclad 

o France ofter the liar? 

' • 

Dr ime 

~GRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Bri tj aJ· 
Govt . , State Dept. tel., 3-29-7~ 

•••••• t . -l!.y R. B. Parke Da'e 
j MAY 5 1972 
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; : !"' l ., 
21/ll "·l ' 
tl j 

-r r. t 

Rec:elved at the War Department MetN.ae Center 
Room 3441 Munitioou Blda .• Wuhinaton. D. C. 

;~:t M. 

From L\. l"!""' t: 

Action Copy 

To 

!'n. J:xxc a ~ April !?4 , 1 &4?. 

rorrncr Nr va 1 pcr~Ctr. t o ''reo:-:::1 dent pc:tr"=' rn:-.1 "nri 
~~~~ .. • number ~ 

! n my l~med iat~ly followlnr telnrr~rn ; ~ n ncte 
drnftc-d by II'P. on :>2nd for Def~n<:e Cr,mlt t ee ~nd 
acc<-ptC'd l>y them. It "'h ot•Jd <-xplnln tn you !>ow 
we nre plnnu l n11 tt> oct . I hf'(' that t hi" May bP f nr 
you ond AdmJ r n l KJnr n lnne 

! nm denply anxlou" aboul ~~lt" under t he unce~!<lnr 
bnl'lhllrdment nf 4~G lRt lJ nc Cermnn nlrcr•f t J f the 
J<:lPnd fortr(>!<!' i!'l tn hold out till the June- cnnvoy, 
whlch ;,. tho enrl icF>t P0!0'5iblo. it mu" t )H\Ve n c ont! nuN' 
flow of fpitfl re-s. The last f lylnr off f rom '.in-.:p 
wno; mo" t ~<ucce,.sful, nlth<'urh nnl>"pp!ly the eneny~ 
attnck broMe up many P~ter the-y h~d lnndPd. lr a re 
usin(' !a~lP t o """d l n 15 or so at n t l me . I s hall 
h<> r r• t efnl J ! you will allow li"s p to do n ?.ncl tri p, 
l~·c wj 11 of course CF;COrt wj th Henown A~ heforC'. 
I clo not th lnk ene~y hnve the sli~bt~~t lden lnRp 
hn" h<-cn i n and o.ut Of the JJcdl terrnnenn . Wl thout 
th lR old I foar Mnltn wJ ll be pounded to bits. 
!.len nwhjl e J t R clefnn!le l s we nr i nr out the enproy l" • l r 
fo1·cr and effect! vely nldl Of' f!usl"is. 

' 
··~ ra ::will follow later . 

RIORAD!D UROLASSTFI!D by Britloh 
Govt., State Dept. tel., 8-29-72 
By R. B. Parko Datt , 

-· MAY 51972 
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24/:>09'1' 
dj 

• 
Received at the War Oepe.rtme.nt Mesaage Center 
Room 3441 Munit iont Blda .. Wuhinaton, D. C. 

April 24. 1!:4? 

AC-4 

!!2~A M. 

From Lm:ocrr 

~TATF.f 

No. x:cxc 66 

!'aragrnph 3 of mcl'!c:ar:e numbeL2'l- We cordinll y 
nccept t he prorosalF< which Admi r al lClng hnF< made t o 
the First Sen Lord about the dispos1tlons of AI!'E>rican 

avy ships in the Atlantic. 

PRJ !.IE 

REGRADED UNCLASSIPIED by Br ltleh 
Govt., Stat& Dept. t el . , 8-29-7~ 
By R. a . Parks Dato MAY 

5 1972 

•....uu••u .... 
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Received at the War Department Meua&c Center 
Room 3441 Munition> Bide .• WashinJton. D. C. 

!.rr ll 

From ______ ~L'~· ~::~o~c~:: ______________ __ 

Action 

l:n YXYC 6~ ~ ]J ril ?4 , 1~42 

:'nrmer l:r"~ vn l !'~r~on t0 ··rf""e-idCJnt ,.cr~o n:"') tnui•••• 
Jll.rahf"'r 77 . -

1 . Xn ~atiRfnctnry •nlution ~f the ~altn pr oblem 
i ~ nvr i l ol>ln l n ~Ry. Tho lnlnnd mnAt ther•forn ho l d nut 
t ill t h~ J unr dar~ re r icrl. Thl" ~hnnld be ponnlbl e 1~ 
rirf'rnu~t; ~~vf'rity c-f r::~.tjonJnr ;.-: im!'lcrc-d f' r o1!'1 JH't" :--nd 
thr "'ur;-ly nr- pH fir"'" l.y l'n"!) an<i '":>.r-le !n mo lnta!nP<I 

. / 
~. t c 111.\l~t JH' t he <.!e1.Pr recl from J. r o ttcln c1 , for whJC"h 

~11Ch )rn r prPfH'Il':" t 'Jon r h:tVA hl'\en r.lfld<', hy t)'~f'\ C h:~npf'<'!! 
" n U•e !<''rElnC"h f"t'VPrtH.,rnt r'O\"~ VPl". J t \1'~1'1(1 • f:'> \'") e!" 

tf'\ l•:"vr- bC"t)' !Pilf"1"n l"'OC' : ... u:·f'O nf Y('t"" ":"nc•:· ni tl·~ ·~ :"'t 
(= 11 rn )t!'r C'r ,,., l'or·r W!' tPr~ t• lJ \'1 f\ #'*,..f" t}•~"~o t'f"'"'r.tJ"'n" 
o rnn V5<!h~· l") ' "'~nceo· .. 

• . 'l'J'" MC"nth 'l"~ n,.·~ \'v ;,:")ttt ~r1rnn('t "''t t(l1 1 hr 
:: ~-<~tile- "1 Jun,. :tn,· c h~ dro .. pJ n r- nf th~ J c!e "' r-1 :- crnvr·!' 
--frN:' t he \''f!"'t ( il ) P"'~,..!~ th(\ f"::t r ... jn 11!'00 tJ- c- Cr•rt'f ... n!:f"l' J l" 
Cl'lifl1. l!omr- F 'loct l y \1:11'1'('\\''i. nr thf!' r n!"' hf'tWf'l'f"n ~rcln"y, 
:"n r' l'Pl"' rr ~'• ''in,...- rrf'dv ff'l" .,,...t"rn :"' J"'t, :<~ny tfPrt l•1·tn·~ f'r 

-\'•.,. rf :!'c-t•"• : '<:--) ,..J"';llt";' tl'l" r·"''~f r-rnvo~· tr ~,, ...... ; ..... t o 
i,.. , .. , n .£-l~t;- t•f'l.ljr-ov:n,.. r rtr-t c'fl!n:--"rf':l'tt .... Ct'n,...~ ""t'~n "'I'U' 

:'\Vr :1 "nr .,.~il 1pr- <rtr-l.in ::- t tJ·< r.r.-t c-r t5C:"] ,1vnctr:rr 

1. ill thr- :1 hl""vt' ; -- V<"'\'~ ' crnvr~ n ~f' nt : n the Wf>-::t h\'t 
J~ r r lnPd nl t he cx"""~e nf the rnmmnnd of the I ndian 
Cc.-nn. !lnwever we were not rni ng to re t that anyhow 
until lat e i n J une. It is ~urrest~d therefor e that t he 
n,;,;cmhly of the En"'t'lrn Fleet !!houl d be fi xe d for 30th 
J uno 1:-y which dntc, bo r ri ntr nccidcn t !', Duke of Yor k, 
Renown. i"t~ rt=pl te, VnliPnt. and ~ "rmor od ~ircrnft 
c~rr!cr" nnd the 4 !tnr>er,;· ,;hould all be pr el"<'nt I!er<' 

lei be n fl<'<' t wh ich , if nnt cct r ..,nr <'nOU[' h t t> llrl•l 
t t> o J r+llfl ll 0 ~<"' Krovy '"nuJ <1 fit l"'ny rnte h~"~ cl"'.f!"h)n l'f 
IP!'\ ) J n ~"- w1 t h n ver~' hf:\f' VY tif"ti"'C'J'r\P nt . \,'P 1r ny hnvr 1'r"l 

·~~'~' 1f'r f,..~ t~"" ·n tt-,.. nfi$ :-'n Cr"nn in C~f'lrrqt'~"nf'r cf ,..aH"' "l~' 

"'C"l'rn, lt·t , .. ('> :'lrr- rtnr.tnr U•,_ ... ,... , •• ..,.,,.. nc,.. ~n•' ~-,..t,lrl '~""' 
RIGRADID UNCLASSIFIED by Br i tioh 
Co?t , , State Dept . t el ., 3-29-72 
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Received at the War Deportment M-e• Center 
Room ) 441 Munitions Blda .. Wuhinaton, D. C. 

____ M . 

From. ____ _ ____ _____ _ 
REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Britieb 
Govt. • Sta te Dept . tel., 3-29-72 

Action Copy 

To• _ ____ ::-=---------'IIJ.-Jt..-H. Parks Dato 

MA1 5 19'12 

t~' "'O'Iht•\" ;or :- '···,...r,.··- tr crnr. ··,.. -:h~)) 1-l!'lv" t,. .... r r n 
rt 'Ol'i;,:" t 1 (' ,..·~~-'=' frr "'~nt· l h"t' I' 

'" ' l •nt .... l ... C'\'1\' :.ill'~, . ... , ' rr,l('l' V.- 11,... c'('o 'In l'f'\1"1 
1 C"rm••Jd1r ':' .. r e t_ lv• ,,., b" C'C"V,...r i rf·!'\ t:: 'i ~·-.cl fr- 1• \"h 1 ~~ 
]·~ ' nc l ~1, roui;,~c(• ~~it l th~ : c~rrj~,·~ ~1·~, j t c r n t' 
thf' " '·op·rt· ~ i'h' ;.: ;..-• ""]] r l"rvjclC"'c" -fr:-r tn 1\i .... t"').' f : r"l,' .... 

"li'H' )'\p ( "'1rc"'\rj!' on tl,,.. \"ny V~'"t Cf"'tf'ni·r. 

I ."! t"'l' ~l'f'OC)~ I: i- ("V101', 't ~,.. )t(H'"A(1 ft}\~\lt tt'P 

lVt"' t~l\y , i"r ~hC"'l!lt' ,..rr'· }1-tr- , .. :-:1 l"orf"l tC' "'l'P1 nt l.rtcn 
_i n t hr f"""rly r':;t~'.- Qf J•ln~ . t'~r th;.- t"M<' r.,.. r h:-11 :·nrt" 
y:f'\~1 ~t'lr hinr>Cnf"C to C'<'n~l"!\ J : t'c""l-: nl ,..c;·~ ,,.,. f"n~ 1 V('" !{' 
he l ~:"t,.. r·ot r:; rtttld• f'r ,..<' 1\'"'hl"'~ f, th'? C}'"'nC('~ <'f :1 l!:"~lt:'l. 
C" OV<'Y f"'" l· t ~nr· t- hrrut"'h rt·nr,,tl tf' f n!':t \ 'ti]l 1·p. r·rent ly 
J mr1r n v .... . ·. 1 r: ~·h~ Jl 11'\rn 1 JH'' W l•O\" l 'mch r.·r thl" ('('lrm~ n t . ir: 
!·p,~r" J,~, 1JI'rn r1r ;. \•:n f\ \"ny :f'l'('\n• the' ! !f:"(li t orl~nnf\f'! l, t o t hr 
~ou th 1uqRlon front th" n r t\t ~l movPP t~~t ), nvo tP~Pn 
:• '~,..,.. ~"\' rq·~ "P .:· rC"tl'f',..f" · " ci'n. ""..1~,... .j'•rlr-,.. trt"' ~•tl1Pti~n 
in t l~C' 'nt:i ~n ... C"'""'" :'"1.- .. t tJ• .... n l"!"!'P'lrc:o. f"iH~,..rvJ o , .. tJ'~:"\t 
~~ r nnrrt fi~,t ~ f ) .... rt nct'~n "'nvhr~ rxr,..rt rPAin-t ~ 
Mfnl"tr <~rtttcl""~'P.nt . Thr- ,,,.l", .... {rn <"~n tt>f"n )'\r ftt''~" , .• 1-N,..tJ"or-l" 
or ll(·t t<' <'-crrt tl>"' C<'rVf')• In ,.trenF tl• frC>n tl'<' "~"t 
thr<"tt!"'l~ t ...... !'ed ~ t~rrnnP~n ('lr - :"1 1 ~ruth\"!"rc•~ t"'fl"n~n to mP..,..t 
ti•P Dt•l~t" e'f Yor!~ rnr" "flntw•n n nci ;d rl-~ ''~ 1 'rt11 "'nt fr" r 
thP ~"rtt"!f~"rn r1e~t ~~'-v"n'l l y f'n JnnP :'Vt.., 

7 . 'hr\,1,1 th~ c'r:c\ oo;if'n hr- t 0 rt:aJ·e n dn -..· t i n1:f' t r e 
~.;4"'(\ { t Q\ ' l.'nnnr- n "'n(; ~~,.. tht' ronv ~""'y t h r ourJ' J n ~tyl ~> l'.<lmj t"P J 
"0r~ror,,i 11P shnvld ~ r~c,..,..d w' t'' All~ nJ r crnft c~r,·ipr~ ~n~ 
'tr r~··dt,. '"'J1·h :"' P ::-:illrq·4tH! tl"J",..''f l, t-J'Ic rrnP' '"h~"'\'P. tJ'~::. crn -
vo~, ... , .. ,•ult) l •c- :'t~~ .... mhlPtl 'T'J.j-: conv<"y J"lt· t--t I,. Wf'"'thy r <f t~ro 

nf'forl "ll<i T!:>' : rf'OI' lrC'fl t<' pu t <t t hrC>II<'I> fot l enet 
-u,·rlj' ":~I"- r:.:=-r nr••• J't" ]f'\1'\ff .... r• ... t ." lr-x:'lnrlr 4 "' , ,. .... 1 - r<"!' ... 

T·,..:J.l, thf'rt" \'.'-ill ~till •,,.. tl,-,r ten· !~,·,..,r ... l ... ,.f,f"''•vil)n t f"\ 
Cfl""' l rc'' U·t•np!"'J-o tl·,... f' :'\1""'1 "'"'' mrt!r~ tJ•,. rPnrr!"' l "l,..Pt 
l" f'l tlf ,...~,·rl'- C'P tl"f"" :"'' tJ .. lunf" ;t Cr }C'r·, ( n1• \·•hflt'"\',...,. iC"" 
r•r- 0\'~"~n 1r n l . 
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URGE):T 

CA!li. r;Gn A! I 

Reuived at the War Oepertmcnt Meaaace Centu 
Room 3441 Munitions Bld1 .. Wuhinaton. D. C. 

.~C-4 

April 24 . 1942 

_l"'0"-'5<0P _ _,M. 

From, ____ ..Jiw;.O>J.lfil.~<PG:~..:l1NL _ _ ___ _ 

Cop.'ts ftmcislt td cu ~t ottJ: 

Action Co y 

To THE PRE:::rtiE'lfl' OF THE UNITED STATES 

No. XXXC 67 Apr i l 24, 1912 

Former Naval pet·son to Pr esident no . 7 8 . 

With regard to wh~t you say in your telegrnm number 
139 about Molotovs journcyings, I have had messarc from 
Stalin saying he is sending 1.1 her e to discuss certain 
divergences in draft texts of our agreement, which he 
wants settled as soon as possible. He may even be 
already on his way. You will understand that I c:mnot 
now suggest to him a change in the or der of his visits. 
If and when, therefore, Molotov .be:tr s down upon us, I 
propose to agree to n "discussion of our dr afts and 
would hope to c l ear •ain diff i cul ti es out of t he way. 
Iiut I wil l suggest to him t hat be s hould then go on 
to Was hinp.;ton and soc you befol·e anythi ng is finnlly 
s i gned. 

PR H IE 

RIGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Br it!eb 
Govt., State Dept. tel ., 8-29-72 
By R. B. Parka Date 

MAY 5 1972 
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1.111'1 7 
I 1 led zr /C47f 
ci j Rec.eivedat the War Department Me:ua.ae Center 

Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., w .. hington, D. C. 

l!:~lP M , 

From LC.NDO. 

Action Copy 

To TI!I: !'nl:f. I DFN1' Ol' TilE UN ITED ~TATY-1' 

No. XXXC Gr. Apr il 25, 1C42 

From form•H· Jo;nval person to PrcR l dent no , 7~, • 
Your 14 0 . Thr.nl· you <;t> much. 

PRIME 

RIGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by B~ltieb 
GoTt., State Dept . tel . ,113,;-29-72 
B7 B. B. Parke Dat• rMY 5 ~ 

1 1. 1 .. 1 ... ,1\., .... U I, III .ll..ll ' " ' ,.,,UIC., I IU UI U U I 1 . 1 . 

1036 

-

• • 



· : T "' 1r 
~ t 1 ,.,1 h / /_ :' ,...r 

r·r 

____________________________________ ,__ , ..... -,. -r ... 

Received at the War [kpartment Me.aae Cente.r 
Room 3441 Munitions Bide .• Wuhineton, D. C. 

11 : 1 :' ' M . 

Frotn 1\ ! ~:r.w· r r y t,r!·nr :: 

:1 ncl ••••~"::_· .::_n~o..:.. 
VC'n r no . 1 41. 

~ntnJl~ Major flePt orcr~tlon. t"it h th~ b~rt will i n 

t he w~rld cyclP nf cnnvoys c~nnot b0 More thnn ~ \n 2 

month~. ~nc ccnvny (". ( . 1~), l imi ted to ~~ mPrchont 

c;;hJrc: hns juf" t c;nilC"·cl. Tn vjr.>w of "'hnt you tell rnf" \t'EJ 

r" Jn~d Jn tll i~ CO nvoy, WhPther thP numb~r Of ~~rchont 

" hl ""' l n f uture convoyr. cnn he i nc rcn<:ncl to M< mony 

"" :1'. Co nv o y !'hould l'C~C'h lirrth nus>:inn port~ i n nhe>ut 

1 0 dny., tlrc-. l'e>onwhil~ '''C arc nrr~nrJnr fnr :>:. nrrch~nt 

~hl!''"' t <' be lo,<!ed for t hr n~xt r onvny (" . '; . lr). dn<' to 

lrnv<' 1~rl!' nc! (C) cr. thr l'i'th llny. ru t ~!i lr th<' :>h!'<<'lt>t~ 

mnxlmum numl.>r •· \"h ich it In P:>.fP t o ri <:k without f•• r th"r 

Action 
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Received at the War Department Message Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg .. Waahington , D. C. 

____ M. 

From'--------------- REGRADED UNCL.~SS TFIED b y Bri tiah 

Co{lits f~trnishtd cs not~d; 

Action 

Govt . , State Der. osl ., 3-29-72 
T o> ______ __.B!!JTr.....ll.R,_ • ...,HI......JPCllau::~k..,a,_ L •• te 

5 1972 

Jt i9 no t c l PAr fr om your t~lerrsna ~hether y~u 

lw v e !'een the cor-tent " of r.C'nthC'rs l e tte r to J'~r rim"n 

cnnvoy~lJ~ l imited t~ 25 ~Prchnnt Phi p~ ench there will 

bo 75 ~hJp~ c~rryine surplJn~ to Ru$Rift every ? ro~nths. 

of which 24 are suffi c ient t o lift protocol " upp l ies 

f t:nm the Uni t('d l~in:rdom , l eavincr :.1! inclu<linc tan!tc r~, 

nvnl lablc t o c~ rry Auppl ie~ from the U~R i n cncl> ?-monthly 

cnl l~ for about l~C,COO Ahart tcn~ par mon th from the 

urA . Pnductinr lO , OOC tnnp from th J• f~r deliverie" 

vito the r ..... l.'e i~n Vulf . ~nd rroccedinr.r on the n~~umption 

tl·~t ench !'hip will c~rry nn t he nvf' r " rc 6,000 ~h<>rt 

tron". not "'"rc th~n 24 «hip-; per ntonth ( T f 4H i n the 

" n•c nths ) \'!0\1l n h,f' required t o li f't your quotn". les\Vin{' 

o m:tr r· ln of 2 r,r :'! for t onl:er " one! foocl ntppl ie~ . 

r tlt t l1e ~~Pumntion th~t each RhJp cnn c~rry o n thn 

o\ 
over ~f'<' G. OOO «hort ton" pres upposes thot tho cnr ro j <; 

1 03 8 
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Received at the Wu Department Meuacc Cc.nter 
Room 3441 Munitions Bide •• Waohincton. D. C. 

___ _il{. 

From_____________ RIGRAD.rD UNCLASS!Fil 

To·---------•::F-lv"-t,... ,ir.a~t,.,at...,e Dept. t:l by ll~!tiah 

,.,..,,.,.uw 41 Mltd: 

- -r 11, B. Pane · • S-29-?.a 

Page ·"3 . liumbcr 70 f r om London. -.. 

stowed i n such a way as t o e nsure t hat tho h ighest prior­

Ity goods are l oad!>d into a much smaller number of ships 

than is now !>mpl oyed. Hitherto ships hove been carrying 

about half thls tbnnagP. This is a waste wn can neither 

of us afford. The only possible course to adort In order 

to work off tho prese nt accumulation at Iceland (C) is 

th!>rcfor~ t~ bring to the UnJtod Kingdom most of the 16 
• 

ships now waiting there , and nlso some of the 50 American 

and Russian ships which are on their way acrose the At-

lantlc. These would be discharged and r estowed. In our 

view thle is the only possible course if the most import-

ant cargo is to reach tusslo in the largest possible 

vol ume nt an earl y date. 

J hope this may meet your views . Wr ore at out utmost 

strain for convoys escorts. 

PRUIE 

.. 



~1'1 ') l" 
f'ill"t O,A?n/? r ,. ( t .,.. 

Roteived at the War Department M-e Center 
Room 3-441 MullirioJU Bide .• Wuhiftaten. D. C. 

.. '· 

---------------.w ... 

?~:" 
- -'---M· 

From __ ,:..·_~'-·'-, "'= ''c:ec.-_\L'...J.!._(_"_.n..,,"'}'-'-----

To 

~nd ••••"""· ~l. 
·~ hnvP p lv<'n furthrr thour~t to !rnncl~d ~nd 

we fepl th~t. ln nrdcr to rrducP to • mlnl~um t~P 

yN• «hnuld CPniP 1n rul)y r·Phincl VC' iml"rdl•t<'ly the 

(l) To 

nut hor!!>Jnr Jrnflctr; n" Pl' <'pc-r-rd i n my tPl<'rr~., no. 5~, 

(:') rn nny event J nforr- tl-<' \'J <'I>:· ,.rvl'l'DI"t'nt 

tl'!'rlcc•i;octr·ly thr (l.")()rrot'rn h:'\t'{ 1rt1"f"\n r.lt'Ct" tl':"t thr­

oprr:-tiC'n l1:'\:'1 yo\lr :-., 1"'i rt"V~l.:-o:n(i ~unrf"t•t, :"Inti (-1) inH'f'•l-

int,...l\' nl:"} ... n rnhlic th:'!t ruch ;t cnr.ur.un j ,.r ... 'ltlcn h!"~ ,..,..,..., . ' 
n:>d<' Vl rhy . 

Tf T r~Jf"1't 1'1\f',t'C" I"' r-:u~,...~f".tinn. YC"lll' r.,.,mrnun~C":"It1on 

t" VJ ch:' (,, h .t ("1\ ,.,1 f(ht hC" rrt"".,.}t' t f'l th~ Frl'nch ~ mt f'C'~~rlf'T 
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R.ooiwd at doe War ~ M p C..e. 
R- 3441 Maaitioooo SW, .. 'I'~ D. C. 

M, 

Frmn------------------------~ 

c.,w,, __ .,_, 

To, ____ _ 
•:!-'- .. ~T 

the- followi ng lino:''l: -The UnitNI Stntor. (jov<'rnmcnt 

wlr.h t.o inform tho:' Frrnch Governt'lont thnt tho oooup-

"t ion by llr 1 t J "h fcrCNI of Ironc lnd , wh 1 ch Of' been und<>r­

t~ken to forectnll occupation by thC' <'D<'JOy, hlls the 
. . 

full ~prrov•l nnd •up~cr~.of tbP Unlt~d ~t~te~ Covcrn­

rn,.nt. In ordC'r to mnl'e this claim. the Uni t ed State" 

Goven\ment will tnlto nn earl y opportunity to Aend United 

'tnte" force" tn p~rtlcJ rrte Jn thC' orcupnticn. The 

Ln't<'rl ~tntcr. nnd frltlqh Govern~cnt~ jointly underta~C' 

to re.,tore !roncl•d to Frs>nce ~ft!'r tl'r v•Rr. The Unl toe 

• trtes Governt1<'nt nl~o ·vdsh to M~ltC' It pll'in that "ny war: 

llhl Pct permittl"d by Vlchy ogllin"t GrMt llrJtnin in 

nonAoquence of th~> occupatl.on ~·ould bo:' rf'P'Ardod by th 11 

Unltt'd "'t ate" Cov~"rnment •s· nn at t Pcl: upc>l\. tbl' Unltl'd 

....... 
1041 
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u nGRNT 

I" 
Recdved at the War Department Meuage Centea 
Room 3441 Munitions Bids .. Waehinston, D. C. 

/ , l)l' il ';> 104 :> 

ll :?.3 t\ M. 

Front }merjc~n 1-~ml:H'I$f:Y London 

No . 

To 'f!Hl Pr e Fidcnt of the United StatcF 

-~ I ; , , f.pr i 1 2Q , 1 04? . 

From former Naval l?P.r"on to President Personal 

nnd secret No. 82 . 

l io:;'t grat eful for your te l er;ram abou t Ironclad, 

for which all goes forward. Al so for allowin~ \'/asp 

ta have anot her good sting . 

I am highly interested in escape of Gene r a l 

Giraud and h is arrival :>.t Vichy . This man mir;ht !'lay 

a decisive part i n br i ne about thinR!' of which you 

had hopes, Pl ease tel l me· anything JOu !mow . 

r.·<" have m:Hle 2 desperate nttncit~ o n 'tir_!1itz nt 

1'ronc!l'l eim . i1esults of 1 s t, no <lamar.e , but 2nd is 

more hopeful. l'li 11 let you !: now when oiloto~:raQhs 

are deve loped late toni (,"ht. ',/e a1·e keeping the air 

fic-hting up at full intens ity . German retaliation 

Ftrik es at towns near the const which have no f lak. 

liumbers are moderate ~nd pi lot" ~;ometimes mAlte 2 o<l 

,journeye . hionday n ight we go t ::1 out of 20 on 

Norwich, and l ast night 5 out of 20 on York, a ll 

shot down by ni r ht fi ghters . 
R!GRAD!D UNCLASSI FI!D by Britisb 
Govt., State Dept. tel., 8-29-7' 
By R. B. Parke Date • .•. 

· j l!'' - " ~ 
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Received at the War Department Message Center 
Room :3441 Munitions BJdg., Washington, D. C. -

____ M. 

From _ _____________ JIEGRADI!D ' U"'-"M~.i' lJ;D by &r
1 
tisll 

Govt., Stc •., vop· l. , 3-29-72 

CCI pies fli.rrtisMd as nttttd: 

Action 

To By B B ?arks Data 

no. 73 , l'.:>ri 1 2£> , 1942 . 

I have had a telegram from Curtin saying that 

C·eneral t:acArthur ha" aslted him to r("ques t me "To 

divert to Aust r a l ia thP 2nd Eritis h Infantry 

Division which will be roundint the Cape dur i ne 

the latter part of April and tbe beginning of hl ay , 

and al,;:o the Armoured Di visl.on which is to round 

the Ca9e 1 nton t b later. The Diversion, he s o ys, 

would be o f n t e mporary nature, nnd these l'ol·ces 

would remain in At1str~.lia only until ,;uch time as the 

9th Australian Imperial Force Division and the l' ernainder 

of the 6th Divisi on are r eturned. " I should not be 

able to sen d these Forces to Australi a unless it is 

definitely invaded by 8 or 10 Japanese Div isions . 

They are all urgently needed in India . I fear t h is 

is a prelude to the recall o f the Aus tralian 9th 

DiviO?ion. 

General rac/n'thur nlso aslr.s for a L:r i t i sh 

A i~·craft Car riel·, oointing out that it i s wasteful 

to o0e rnte an unbalanced Nava l Force . ne furthe r 

rent,~FtF Pn ~~ditinnnl al l ocation of s llipninn on c 
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Received at the War Department Message Unter 
Room 3~~1 Munition• Bide .. Wathineton, D. C. 

----J•I· 
From ______________ _ 

CoP'l'tt ju,ni11ltJ 41 noltd: 

To ________________________ _ 

Ho , 7~, Apri l ?0 , 1042 . 

the Au!"trnl. inn - American :':un, '2tatinc thnt t ltc 

!)resent amount of ?50,000 ton>" is quite inn<lcquate 

to comolcte rcqul Fi te defence strenc th :~nnrt ft•om 

offen!"ivc action . 

' ......... ,,.. '" ''" .. '""""" .... ,. """''"'! 
ments have been o.rr>roved lly }OU or the 11ashincton 

:>acific ncfcnce Council , and whether General J) 
racArthur ha~ nny authority from the Unit ed States 

fol' talcin~ <;uCh n line. \ic o.re quite tmnlJlc t o 

meet these new <lcmands which are none the l er~< n 

cau!"e of concern when put forward on Cenernl 

J.:acAr thurs authoJ•i ty. 

l>rime 

R%Gl\J.DED OllCLJ.Sr.IFU:D by Brit',..,_ 
Govt., State Dopt. to\ , 8-lli ' 
ay R. H. Park• ~·.,~ 

Ml':l'( 51977 
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~anklin'D. ftooo .. elt t tb..r.,1f 
DECl.ASSIFI~ ., WAR DEPARTMENT 

DOD DIR. II OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF 
. 200.11 (11/ .87/81) WASHINGTON 

April )(), 1942. 
Dat~~JJ'p ~ 
flllla~, UEMO~-= PRESIDENT: 

' . f 1\tlrtlf 1 

\ i bject: Dispatch from the Prime IHnister. 

Admiral King bas banded to me t he Prime l.finister' s recent 
dispat ch to you, wi~ certain passages marked for my comment or 
suggested answer~ which are to serve as a basis for your reply to 
Llr . Churchill. tn this connection I am at a loss to explain the 
reference to General Giraud . This French General, who was a prison.er 
of the Germans, is reported to have escaped, but so far a a we know 
bas gone to Berne and not to Vichy as stated by the Prime Minis ter . 

With respect to other =nrked portions of the message I 
suggest a reply as follcr.rs: 

A( 1!1 tf "It seems probable to me that the request made upon ) 
fVO · by Mr . Curtin for two divisions end for additi onal marine 

assistance was made upon his own responsibili ty although -~~,.M 
3 

' ' t a1, based upon conversations with General Uo.c/.rthur . 'l'he ---;' 
directive under which General UacArthur holds his COC28Dd provides 
that the United States Chiefs of staff will constitute the execu­
tive agency through which orders are to ba passed to him, and we 
had asswned that any request of his for reinforcement woul.d be 
direotod here. However , t ho co~nd set-up in Australia is 
complex end underatendings ' in certain details are reached only 
as they arise, and it is therefor e possible that both Mr. Curtin 
and General l!acArthur felt it proper to cake request for British 
assistance directly upon the British Government . · 

•we have previously replied to a message from General 
LlscArthur informing him that additi onal airplane carriers are 
not ncnr available for assignment to the Southwest Pacific. Only 
tode;r we received another request for a llW:lber of sh.ips desired 
for c011stwise end local transportation in Australi.D., but we had 
no knowledge of run,- special need for add1tiona1. t rans-Pacifio 
shipping , nor for the two British Divisions now at sea. I agree 
with you tbese should go to India end I hope Mr. Curtin' s request 
is not a Mre pi-elillin=y to en insistence upon the r eturn home 
of the 9th Australien Division.· l.s you know, in accepting, some 
time ago, your suggestion that we s~d en additional division to 
the Austr al ians, we did so in the hope that they woul.d then feel 
able to leave one of their own in the Middle East . 

I J hav& had no ofricial inforoatlon concernln~ Giraud's 
alle•ed escape . Vy on ly 1nforoat1on has co~• from tho press • 

• - 1-
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"We will instruct General MacArthur, immedia tely, thnt 

his tuture requests for reinforcements, except for routine supply 
which should follow accustomed channels , will be processed to the 
U.S . Chiefs or Staff. l'lbere your forces are concerned, we will 
then coCIIIWl.ieate rlth the British Chiefs of Staff. !lith this 
arrangement definitely prescribed and understood, you will know 
that any reques t reaching you fr01:1 ltr. Curtin is mde upon hie 
own r eapona1h111ty.• 

A message to General MacArthur 1 agreeable to the a bove, 
is going out immediately. 

\ 

- 2 -

..1 D ~oooe•elt Librarf 
fT:\n 1n • 

(ic~!..ASSlFiill 
D~il LiR. ~2oo.9 <9J271~> 

MAR 21972 
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