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!.l~y 2, 1942. 

FRQ,,I: OPNAV 
tO : AJ.IERICAN &ldBAS(>Y 1 LO!IOON 

I RS!'SR TO YOUR PE:RSOHAL AND SECRET o:;SPATCH NO . EIGHTY-l"IVE: 

A!iD FEEL THAT, FOLLOI'IIIIG EXCHAIIGE OF DESPA"l'Ci!ES B::I'ii'EEN ADIURAL !'OOND 

All!> ADI.IIRAL KING , IT IS NOf' OSSEIITIAL FOR US TO A~I£SCE: Ill YOUR 

VIEWS REXlARDI'IG RUSSIA!! COliVOYS BUT CC>:I"l'HIUE TO HO!'E THAT YOU T:ILL 

BE ABLE: TO KeEP CO~VOYS AT STREIIGTfl OF "!'HIJ\TY-Fln SHIPS. 

WE PROPOSE: TO PRESS RUSSIANS TO ReDUCS RSQUI REUENTS TO ABSOLUTE 

ESSENTIALS ON GROUNDS THAT PRE:PARATIOllS FOR BOLE:RO ULL Rl!:QUIRE; ALL 

POSSIBLE MUNITIONS &~0 SHI PPING. 

Released at 1550, May 2 , 1942. 

J OHN L. IAcCKEA 
C::tptain 
hide 
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PERSONAL AND ~R THE FORLIER NAVAL PERSON FROll 

THE PRESIDENr . 

REPLY TO YOUR 87. 

I T NCIII APPEARS THAT DELIVERY OF CARRIER FIGHTERS VIILL FAIL 

TO 11EET OUR IUND.!UII ~UIREUENTS IN 1942 SO THAT THE LOANING OF 

THE IIAR'l'LETS TO YOU fiOULD llERELJ IIEAN THAT OUR Ol'iN CARRIERS ;•,ERE 

TO TilE S.IJ.!E DEGREE 110'1' EQUIPPED. I All PU'I'TThG EVERY PRESSURE ON 

DELIVERI OF CIJIRIER FIC!ITERS AND HOPE OUR PRODUCTION RJ.TE CAN BE 

lliCRElASED. 

PLANS ARE BEING PUSHED TO TRAIN, :WUIP AND MOVB AIR TRANSPORT 

U!liTS TO THE U. K. AS RAPIDLY AS POSSIBLE. THE PRESEIIl' SCHEDULE 

AND THE PROBABILITY IS: FOR JUNE T\10 GROUPS OF 52 PLANES EACH; 

FOR JULY 'J'"I;Q ADDITIONAL GROUPS, I!AKING A TOTAL OF 208 TRANSPORT 

PLANES. THIS IS AN ADVANCE OF ONE lJONTH ON THE ORIGINAL SCIIEDULE. 

IT IS PLAliNED TO AUGUE!Il' THIS AIR TRAIISPORr FORCE BY FOUR ADDITIONAL 

GROUPS BY NOVDIBER, 1942, PROVIDING A GRAND TOTAL OF 416 PLANES. 

TRANSPORT GROUPS 011 REACHING Et«a.AND "11111 BE !JADE AVAILABLE TO 

ASSIST THE BRITISH FORCES BOrH Ul OPERATIONS AND TRAINING. 

THE IIIPORTANCE OF AIRBORNE TROOPS IN OPERATIONS IS PULLY 

APPRECIATED AND VIE ARE DOING EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO ACCELJlRATE THE 

RATE AT VIHICH AI R TRANSPORT CAN BE !.lADE AVAILABLE I N ENGLAND, 

DlCLASBtrlll) 
., Deput y Awob!Yi et ot \~ 0.1. 

:.L~·,'fl'~]t 
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I 1\'ELCOl.IE THE INVITATION FOR OUR PARACHUTISTS AND AIRBORNE 

TROOPS TO TRAI N IN THE U.K. ALONGSIDE YOURS; A BATTALION OF 

PARACH11l'IsrS hiLL BE SENT IN JUNE. THE i!FUAINDER OF THE 1st 

A.l!l.!ORE.D DIVISION AND THE FmSr SERIAL OF GENERAL SPAATZ ' S 8th 

AIR FORCE WILL CO'..!PIEI'E THE JUNE SHIP'..IENr . I All PARTICULARLY 

ANXIOUS TO START OUR AIR UNITS OPERATIIG \'liTH YOURS ON THE 

OFFENSIVE AND TO Gh"l' SOME OF OUR GROUND TROOPS TRAI NED IN 

AllPHIBIOUS OPERATIONS AGAINsr THE POSSIBILI'I'Y OF ANY 

EUERGENCY OPERATIONS THIS S\JllMER. 

• 0 

/711 ~/t~>;"v-... 

~a. .. . A... 

v . L. £. c:- C:::..._~.,__­
Cla!:u 

-
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MAY 19, 1942 ... 

TO: FORMER NAVAL PERSON 
> ' 

FROM: PRESIDE!fl' 

NO. If? 
I RAVE BEEN GIVING A GREAT DEAL OF THOUGHT TO THE 

ALLOCATION OF COMBAT AIRCRAFT MANUFACTURED HERE. IT I S MY 

CLEAR CONVICTION THAT EX:CEPT FOR A REASONABLE NUMBER IN THE 

BRITISH ISL&S .ALL RESERVE PLANES SHOULD BE RD40VED FROM A RE­

SERVE STATUS WHICH IS IN FACT AN INACTIVE STATUS IN ORDER TO 

STRENGTHEN i.IAXIMUM AND CONTINUOUS AIR IMPACT ON THE END.IY. 

I .Al4 SURE YOU VIlLI. UNDERSTAND OUR GREAT DESIRE TO MAKE 

THE MOST EFFECTIVE CONI'RIBUTION TO OUR COMBINED WAR EFFORT IN 

EVERt APPROPRIATE THEATER TO THE LIMIT OF OUR GROWING CAPACITY. 

I .Al4 CONFIDENT THAT OUR RESPECTIVE AIR FORCES CAN ADAPT T!ID.!­

SELVES IN ESSENTIAL COOPERATION WITH OUR RESPECTIVE GROUND AND 

SEA F"ORCES WHENEVER AND WKEREVER THE COMMON CAUSE CAN BE ADVANCED. 

TODAY IT IS EVIDENT THAT UNDER CURRENT ARRANGDlENTS THE U. · S. IS 

GOING TO HAVE INCREASING TRAINED AIR PERSONNEL IN EXCESS OF COM­

BAT PLANES IN SIGHT FOR Tlml. TO USE. WE ARE THEREFORE ANXIOUS 

THAT EVERY APPROPRIATE AMERICAN- MADE AIRCRAFT BE l4ANNED AND 

FOUGHT BY OUR OVIN CREWS. EXISTING SCHEDULES OF AIRCRAFT ALLOCA­

TIONS DO NOT PERlfiT US TO DO THIS. 

NOT ONLY ARE PRESENT CONDITIONS DU'J'EREN'l' FROM THOSE 

EXISTr~G AT THE TD4E OF THE LEND- LEASE ARRANGEMENTS OF LAST YEAR 

BUT THEY ARE DIFFERENT FROM THOSE ARRIVED AT I N THE SO- CALLED 

DJ:CLASSiriED 
By Deputy Arc~vlo t of t he 0.8. 

a7 ~~· ~~oo-1-
llat • n i 
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ARNOLD- PORTAL AGREmENT OF THE DAYS Ll!EDU.TELY FOLLOWING OUR 

ENTRY INTO THE W/tli. ONE EXAMPLE OF THIS D!l'FERENCE OF SITUATION 

IS THE CURRENT 'POSITION OF AUSTRALIA AND NF:N ZEALAND NOW AND AS 

0 P' FIVE .1110 N'1'RS AGO • 

MY 'THOUGHT IS THAT THE COWBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF, WITH 

YOUR APPROVAL AND KINE, WOULD DETERI4INE THE STRENGTH OF AIR­

CRAF'.r TO BE KAI.N'l'AINED IN THE RESPECTIVE THEATERS OF Wltli. I 

THINK THE MAXDotW NUMBER OF PLANES POSSIBLE SHOULD BE l>&AINTAINED 

IN COidBAT AND THE MINIMUM NUMBER CONSISTENT WITH SECURITY BE 

HELD I N RESERVE AND I N OPERATIONAL TRAINING UNITS, AND THAT 

AMERICAN PILOTS AND CREWS BE ASSIGNED TO !iAN AMERICAN-l4ADE 

PLANES P'Ali MORE GREATLY THAN AT PRESEm' ON THE COWBAT FRONTS. 

I PROPOSE THAT ARNOLD AND TOWERS GO TO LONDON AT ONCE 

WITH EVILL To WEET WITH PORTAL AND THE APPROPRIATE AIR OFFICER 

OF THE AllWIRALTY TO DI SCUSS THE VERY IMPORTANT DETAILS IliPLIED 

IN THE BROAD POLICY EXPRESSED IN THIS llFSSAGE. I WOULD ALSO 

SUGGEST THAT PORTAL RETURN HERE WITH ARNOLD EVILL AND TOWERS 

FOR THE FINAL DISCUSSION. 

RELEASED 2)00 MAY 19 

j!u~1;Kf 
~ OlJ'I CER 
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TO: FORMER NAVAL PERSON 

FRi:>Jl: PRESIDEHI' 

t:o.J.if.-

llAY 19, 1942 

~ I HAVE BEF.N GIVING A GREAT DEAL OF THOUGHT TO THE ~ 1t.•"J1r 
ALLOCATION OF OOJQlAT Ali!c;RAFT !JANUFACTUR.ED HERE • . J..,. c.- ,~sj_:J )_,/.o ~~~ 

J "'" ~:-b.n- (7::. Jr; .• IIi' ..,,, • Ko 1)-~ IT rs 9UI!Uefill!JSJ coNVICTioN THAT~· PLANES 1rM<""-
,.,J,.-L.~.,~ 

J , . 1 ~ llkii4£Jt. Ill A RESERVE STATUS - IN FACT :J/6 AN INACTIVE STATUS_,~ 
';AI-. 4 A .e.,~ 
_.,~ .. " /JI'krN RllEMilll '1'0 'i'ilf! '!l,IJBI'O" N't N'li9"1'M 91> I.!AlC[!.!1J).! AND CONTINUOUS AIR 4-

DA 
I11PACT ON THE ENEliY . "''>r. 

\ (jJ ~ I AI( SURE YOU WILL UNDERSTAND OUR GREAT DESIRE TO lU\KE 

THE MOST EFFECTIVE CO~ITRIBUTION TO OUR COMBINED Vift.R EFFORT IN 

EVERY APPROPRIATE TI!EATER TO THE LilllT OF OUR GROWING CAPACITY. "> 

___,.~··;·a>NFIDENI' THAT OUR RESPECTIVE AIR FORCES CAN ADAPT 

THEUSELVES IN ESSENJ'IAJ.. COOPERATION v.ITH OUR RESPECTIVE GROUND AND 

SEA FORCES 1\HilNEVER AND MlEREVER THE COMMON CAUSE CAN BE ADVANCED. 

#o q , 7 ~= fr IS EVIDENI' THAT UNDER CURREN!' Ai!RANGDlENI'~ 1@ ~lNG 
TO HAVE INCREASING TRAINED AIR PERSON~IEL lN EXCESS OF COIJBAT PLANES 

I N SI GHT FOR T~:-'vk' ARE THEREFORE ANXIOUS THAT EVERY APPROPRIATE 

A!.!ERICAN- lLADE AIRCRAPI' BE I.IANNED AND FOUGHT BY OUR O'o',N C!IDIS. 
s 

EXISTING SCHEDULES OF AIRCRAFT ALLOCATI ON DO NOT PERMIT US TO DO THI S • .. 
~ _$. tlOT ONLY ARE PRESENJ' CONDITIONS DIFFERENT FROil THOSE 

EXISTING AT THE TillE OF THE J..EN]}.LEI!SE ARRANGEWENI'S OF LAST YEAR 

BUT THEY ARE DI FFERENT FROll THOSE ARRIVED AT IN THE 50-CALLED 

D:ICLASSIFIID 
ly h PI\tf Aro~htet ot tbe U.S. 

If UJ,.~¢ 
Date ACT 1 2 19n 
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ARNOLD-PORTAL AGREEMENT OF THE DAYS n£00l!P.TELY FOLLO\\ING OUR ENTRY 

IIJTO THE WAR . ONE EXAMPLE OF THI S DIFFEJlEt:CE OF Sl'I'UATION IS THE 

CURREN!' POSITION OF AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND NOW AND AS OF FIVE 

MONl'HS AGO . 

C1f ~ MY THOUGHT I S THAT THE OOJJBI NED CHIEFS OF STAFF, Vil'I'H 

YOUR APPROVAL AND MINE, \I'OULD DETERMINE THE STRENGTH OF AIJRqllAFI 

BE J.lAHll'AINED I N THE RESPECTIVE THEATERS OF VIAR • 

.i!!lbrcy TJ!Alf THE M.AX11!Ul.l NUJJBER OF PLANES POSSIBLE SHOULD BE MAINTAINED 

IN OOJJBAT AND THE MINIYIJII NUMBER CONSI STENT \'liTH SECURITY BE HELD 

I N RESERVE AND IN OPERATI ONAL TRAI NING UNITS)~>_~<../ /ft11./ /J ,._Wt.- );tJ;­
<tt--• I PROPOSE THAT ARNOLD AND TO\\CERS GO TO LONDON AT ONCE V/ITH a..,/ q 1 

EVILL TO ~.!Em' IIITH PORTAL AND THE APPROPRIATE AIR OFFICEJl OF THE ~ !1, 
f 

~:.:t_ ... .J 
ADMIRALTY TO DISCUSS THE VERY 111PORTAN'I' DETAILS IMPLIED IN THE BROAD J"t,-~ 'l 

POLICY EXPRESSED I N THI S MESSAGE. I WOULD ALSO SUGGEST THAT PORTAL ~""'-

RETURN HERE WITH ARNOLD EVILL A~ID TOIICERS FOR THE FINAL DISCUSSIO~c 

- ~-/.,~ "' 
~~~ 

/'~4'5 h­
ll/-£_,_~~ 

11/~ ·. 
~44---
~~ 

ROOSEVELT 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

19 MAY 1942 

Memorandum for Captain McCrea: 

At 2210 , Mr. Hopkins summoned me to 

the Presi dent's Study, where the President 

gave me the attached papers and directed 

.me to make a smooth copy of the message to 

Mr. Churchill, and to _send a amqoth copy or 

t he message t o Mr. Curtin to the Australian 

Legation via the State Department. 

I returned to the President at 2240 

with the re-typed message t o Mr • . Churchill. 

This he signed after reading 1 t with Mr. 

Hopkins, and I have filed it in the Presi­

dent-Prime Minister file. A carbon copy was 

delivered to a Code room messenger and has 

been sent as #147• The President · directed 

that the other papers on this subject be 

given to you, saying"Captain McCrea will 



• -2· ~ 
• 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

,WA!>HINGTON 

know what to do with them.• They are · 

attached below. 

I typed a smooth copy o~ the mes­

sage to Prime Mini·ster Curtin and gave it · 

to Kr. Moreland, the State Department 

Watch O~ficer, who called ~or it in per­

son at 2)00. As per the President's 

i nstructions t · 1 ;~ transmitted by 

me, Mr. Moreland turned this over to a 

repres entatiye o~ the Australian Legation 
• 

(Mr Hayden, the Second Secretary o~ the 

Legation, whp cfflled ~or the message at 

the State Department . at 2350) . The orlg-

inal and a copy as given to the State -
Department are attached. 

Very respeot~ully, 

1:~: ;:--.r. 
Chart Room Watoh O~~icer 

.. 



:lAY 19, 1942 
'1'01 FO!.uER J:AVAL l'EllSON 

FRD~I PRESlDEI.'l' 

r:o •. _ _ _ 

1 . I HAVE BEfll GIVING A GREAT DEAL OF Tl!OUGHT TO THE 

J.LLOCATION !lF COMBAT AIRCP.AIT !..WIUFACTURED liERE, 

2. I T I S OUR OO!lSIDERED COI!VICTION 1'HA7 ALL PLANES 

JJJJ:ir:'Htl£!) Ill A RE~VE STATUS ARE IN FACT I N /,N INACTIVE STA1'US 

IN RECAP.D TO THE PARJ.YOUNT OBJECTIVE OF WU<l'.AUli AND CQ}r:'HnJOUS IJR 

B!Pf,CT ON THE END&Y. 

) . I AM SUP.E YOU \\ILL IJNDERSTAIID OUR GREAT DESIRE TO !.lAKE 

THE ltOST EFFECTIVE COllTRIBUTI Otl TO OUR COI!BINKD Y1AR Ei'FORT IN 

S:VE?J APPROPRIATE THEATER TO 1'!1E LlliiT OF f)I)R GI!OY.lllC CAPACI TY. 

4· I All OOtll'IJ;>ENl' THAT OUR P.ESPECTIVE AlR FORCES CAN ADAPT 

TH!'l.ISELVES m ESSENTIAL COO?ERATION V,I'i'H OUR RESPECTIVE GROUIID AND 

SJ::A FORCES f,HENJ:.'VER ~ID Y:IIEREV.ER THE ~ON CPW£ CAN BE ADVAliCED. 

5. IT IS t'VIDENT THAT UNDER CURREiiT ARRANGUIE!fl'S \IE ARE GOI NG 

TO HAVE l !IC!ll.ASI NG TRAINED AIR : ERSOllllEL IN EXCESS OF OOJ.!IJAT PLAtiES 

U: SIGHT FOR THDI, r.E ARE 'l'HEHEFORE AllXIOUS THAT EVERY AP?!i'OPiUATE 

A.'LERICAN--l.WlE AIRCRAIT BE MANNED AND FOtlC.HT BY IJUR 0\ N CREI':S, 

RXI S1'HIC SCI!EillJLLS OF AIRCRAIT ALLOC!,TION DO NO'l' ,. r;Rl.!I'r US TO DO 
1
TJIIS. 

6 . 110'1' ONLY ARE PRESENT CONDITION& DIFFERENT FP.0:4 THOSE 

RXI&1'H G I.T TilE 'tOO OF THE Lt.:ND-LFJ.lj.E /J!RANG!:.IIEITl'S Or' LAST YEIJi . ' 

lJU'l' TljJ;,Y ARE DIFFERENT FROY TliOSE ARlliVf.D AT I N THE OO..CALLED 

l>ECLASSIFIZD 
Br D&J>llt!' Arcbivlct ot the u.s. 
Br ~~Weuga;k 
Date T 1219V 
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ARtiOLD-FJ!lTJ.L ACP.EE.IL!lT ')f' TilL DAYS II.CI.EDIATELY FOLLOUl!G OUR E:lll'RY 

llll'O TilE \,J.R, 01.'{; UA:.!?LE OF TillS DIFFLRE!':CE OF . SITUATION I S THE 

Clll!Rl- NT POSI TI OII l)r' AUS'I'RJ.LIA AIID !U..,, 2.J::ALAIID ll0l1 AND AS Or' r'IVE 

l.!Ol'll'HS 1<00. 

7 , III THOUGII'I' IS THA';' THE COlmiNED C!lli:FS OF STAPP, \"ITH 

YOUR APPRO~J.L A!iD JJII<E, Y.OULD OE:Tm~WE THE S'l'REilGTH Of' AIRCP.AFI' TO 

BE !.\llll'l'U t;ED Ill 11!E RESPECI'IVE THE/,TERS OF \\A!! , I RLPEAT )UR Fllllf 

ll!-.l.I EP THAT Till:. :w.xnM£ t:Ul.!BF.il OF ?LAIIES POSSIBLY. SIIOULD BE LIAI~'TAINED 

IN OOJ.IBAT A!ID THE lilt.'IJrull 11Ullllr..R GONSI STEN!' \,I TH SECURITY BE HELD 

Ill RUERVE AIID IN OP.ERATIO!l~.L TRAIIJl liC UIIITS, 

8 . I PROPOSE THAT A!lNOLD A!lll TOi>ll!S 00 "fQ LOI/0011 AT OliCE r.ITH • • 
EVILL ro l.IEFI' MTH l'ORTAL AtiD TilE APPfiOPRIATE 1.1?. PFICER OP TilE 

• AWIRALTY TO DISCUSS THE vt:RY I!.tPOilT~ DETAILS !t.Cl'LI ED Ill TilE BllOAD 

POLICY EXP!U,~SED HI THI S !lE!;SAG~;. I V.OULD ALSO SUGGEST THAT PORTAL 

R1'T\JRN llfHE \.1'1'11 AllNOLD EVILL MID TO\ ERS FOR 'l'IIE FINAL DI SCUSSION, 

' 

ROOSEVELT 

. 
• 
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I' 1"' ~r. l"P !"\. rv ,~ 1 •• 1( !n o Y", t ! unl 'tr 1:-:1~ wit.s . 

• • 1 ~ tr- ... t .\1"'!··,! t.uv Towtitrr. go t.c.. :.~nd\JL. 
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1. I have been giving a great deal of thought to the 
allocation of combat aircraft manufactured here. 

2. It is our considered convic tion that all planes main-
tained in a reserve status are in f act in an inactive status 
in regard to the paramount objective of maximum and continuous 
air impact on the enemy . 

3. I am sure you will understand our great desire to make 
the most effective contribution to our combined war effort in 
every appr opriate theater to the limit of our growing capacity . 

4 . I am confident that our respective air forces can adapt 
themselves in essential cooper ation with our respective ground 
and s ea forces whenever and wherever the common cause can be 
advanced . 

5. It is evident that under current arrangements we are 
going to have increasing trained air personnel in excess of 
combat planes i n s i ght for them. We are therefore anxious that 
every appropriate American-made a ircraft be manned and f ought 
by our own crews . Existing schedules of aircraft allocation 
do not per mit us to do this . 

6 . Not only are present conditions diff erent from those 
existing at the time of the lend-lease arrangements of last 
year but they are different from those arrived at in the so-called 
Arnold Portal agreement of the days immediately f ollowing our 
entr y into the war . One example of this differenc e of situation 
i s the current position of Australia and New Zealand now and 
as of five months ago. 

7 . My thought i s that the combined Chiefs of Staff, with 
your approva l and mine , would deter mine the number and type of 
aircraft to be maintained in the r espective theat ers of war. 
I repeat our firm belief that the maximum number of planes 
possible should be maintained in combat and the minimum number 
held in reserve and 1n operational training units . 

8 . I suggest that Arnold and Towers go to London at once 
to meet wi th Portal and the appropriate air officer of the 
Admiralty to discuss the very important detai ls implied in t he 
broad policy expressed in this message . 

106 1 
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1 r-<. v<> 
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I H/,VJ!: BEEN GIVING A GREAT DEAL OP TIIOUGI-I'l' TO THE ALLOCATI ON 

I llEALI ZJ'; FULLY 'J'HAT \\HAT I /C.! S.AYil!G TO YOU !lEANS TJU,T 
/ ,/ ../ ' / 

YO(tf 'l\ tl t.!R FORCE '::ILL NOT H;CREASE AS RAPIDLY AS HAS BUN 

... £·:,· . .; (~ .. ·!i' f ,- .... t....C', J f, LoOt . -,V, (I \.._v · • _ /to:1 () 1 

/) t.{ 1 • ' 

•1\ ~- ·,_. , - . - {"' ···~~ ' .. ,...-
.. R»"~&:'. N~w '- o1 /, 0. I l! I 

;•. 

·' - -<· 

I 
I 

'. 
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I HAV£ BliUl GI 'llHO A GREAT DEAL OF TIIOUOO TO THE JJ.LOCATlON 

OP COIIBJl.T AIRCRAFT UAIIUFACT\JREll Dl THE UNITED ::Jr#.TESo 
., .. 

IT IS EVIDENr TI!I.T UNDER I'REZJM' ~f<RANOt.l.IBNI'S l\E All£ GOING , 
1 

It/ TO HAV], TR/.INED .AlR PERSOIIIJ!L IN :tXC!SS OF CW13}.T PUN>.:S .AVJJI.Al!LI 

~ TO THIX. FU!(]'HliR:lOlll r;E IIAVB loll."~S OF T!WiSPOR'!'DiO THi::SI .AIRORI.I"r 

AND PFJ!SONJ.I!L '1'0 COIDMT TIIBA'l'.EIISo AS YOU ltD, lll \'iA!f'l' TO GET 

INTO THI S l'tAR I N EVERY APPIIOPRV.'i'E THElTFl! ro· THE Ulll'l' ot 001\ 

IN SO FJJl All THE .AIR I S COIICI!Il!ll:D, THEREFORE, hE A1\£ AmOUS 

THAT F.ViRI APPP.Oi' I'.IATE !IWUCAII-MADB ()(J(BAT AIRCIW'T BE POUGift' BY 

OUR OW ClmiS '1'0 A f'.AP. OREATI!R UTDl' TIWi I S !0!>1\ POSSIBLE Ul!DtR 

msri/lG At.l.ClCATIONSo I AJI. SURE lOU WILL UIID!IlSl'AIID HOT ONLY 'f'lll 
J 

Nta;ssiTt fOR 'ii!IS BUT OUR GWT .ARID'I't TO W E TRE uosr F.I'!'BC'l'IVI 

COiri'IUilUTIOII TO OUR JOIJf l!AR UI'ORI' • 

1 All ruJ1Z THAT OWl IIISI'ECTIV! AIR PORC!S CAJ.I ~ 'nm!SILVU 

TO COOPE&TE FD A T.ACI'IC.U. PODrl' OP VIlli \\ITH OUR RISPICI'IVI 

OAOOND .AJIID SKI. PORC:I! \'tfl::aEVEll THAT W.t B!: tlECIISSARY • Till OIU 

TI!EATJ!R );l!ICII AT Till IAamrl' I KXCLUDJ PFdl AYERICAR P.r:&..~ U 

TilE nUSSIAN TI!Eiil'!R, _nl!ICH, FOR I!EABONS PAR'riCULARLl' ?P t.A!OJt.GB, 

1\0\lLD UAU OIUCT OP~TIOH DIFnCULT. EVI1I :W THI S TRIAT!R I 

CAN VISUALIZJ CIII'.AII T'li'!S oi'AJ:r. roncr;, PMrtaJIJJILY THI BlG 

lniBlliB, OPW1'DD. 
11 ,\., .,. . 

I !18JJ.l~ ~ THAT 1\IIAT 1 All SAT!IlO TO TOO 11U.11S 'l'IIAt 

YOIJR fl'r 1l AIR FOilCI \:ILL 110'1' INCWU .AS IW'IILI .AS H.AS BED 
' I • 
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f'L.OOIJ:Jl BIJT 011 "t HF. 1l'II!R IWlD IT OOIZ NOT UI:t.fl THAT THlillh \.ILL 

llt PF. ln CO!CBAT AII!CIUFI' IN IJI'! TIWT.i:h OF 'l'l!r t AR. IT I.Wm.Y 

lll!Al'IE 'l'I!I.T l!IJRE OF 'I'! 'Ill \';ILL !ll1 FOUGHT BI OUR Ol'll l'EP.::OtiNli. .• 

• 

·. 

THE!Ut Afl4 OF OOI>'RSE, CEI\Ull4 I..I!U'i ATIOI!S TO THI S PROPJZAJ., ... 
SUCH AS YOUR IU!I;UlRFJmtl'S FOR OllR FROOOC'I'ION 'lF liAJl'l'IN U GHT 

90lDlEilS AHD PA!ITICUL.ARLY FOR PIJJIES TO YOUR AIR FORCE IN TH! 

~UDDLE EAST, "EIIDV:ti ruCR TI I.U. AS ;. DEC!!> ION IS REACI!Ul AS TO 

>•lll>'l'IU:l! OUR 01 N All\ I'ORCE l tlLL JOIN ; I'I'H YOU IN THAT THEATER. 

IN All'! CO'JlMT THEATER Ul!!RE I!" SEl'llS UI~'ISE FOR OUR Olt!i PFllOOlt11EL 

TO OPLRA1'i , TlU?.N, OP' COimSE, AlWUCAB-DUIL'l' AIR?LAil!:S l>ILL BE .. 
' Sh111' AS Dl"'l'.EleiiiOO> BY 'l'liS STRA1'EOIC w;¢ES5ITiliS. 

.. 
' 

VI THOUGHT .I S 'fl!AT TilE CO~I!ID,,bHil'l'~ OP' STAFF, i.ITH ' ; 
' j • 

YOUR APPROVAL I.ND IUNh, \.OUL!l Dl:.'TlJlUlNi' THE ImmEl\ AND ~YPE op' 

AIRCRAFT l O llh !Ultii'Allll'D IN tFIK !U:SPl'C'.riVE THEATI'l!S OF liAR. I 

BEI.IEVr. 'iHJ T 'i'RE w.xiillJl( !iiJIOlEa OF !'LANES ~IBIJi: SliOULil BE 

JW:I!'tt.l!lf.O II• COIIBAT AND TilE IUNDIUil IMII'If.R HJolJ) IN ltESERVE AND 

l ll OPEIUTIONAL TPJ.IIllNG UNflSo 

I 1>1JOGEST THA'l' tJlHOLD AND TOrJIJ!S 00 TO LONDON AT ONCE ·. 
TO lo!UT 111'111 PORTIIL AND THE APPP.oi'RlATE AIR OF!'Icnt OP THE 

ARI!IIALTY TO DISCUSS Til! VER! l ' lPORTOO Dh"'l'AILS llo!PLDSD Ill 'I'IIIS 

llU&GE llt1l' THE llROJJl POUCf toHlCH I S P.XPI!E&J!D Ill THI S IIBSSAOE 

SllOULD NOT BE REnRRED TO TH!lro 

.. 

.,. .. . 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY AIR FOR<:fS 

WASHINGTON 

ll.ay 18, 1942 

UEJ.DRANDU11 FOR !.!R. HOPI<INS: - ('!he Vlhi te House) 

SUbject: Principles llhich should cover 
the reallocation of combat 
planes produced in the U. s. 

Herewith copies of suggested general principles 
ccvaring the reallocation of combat planes produced 
in the United States. Your attention is invited to 
the fact that they are being revised in the General 
Staff,· and that both of the attached are first 
draf.ts subject to cri ticiam, revision, and correc­
tion. · 

H. • ARNOIJl 
Lieutenant General, U. S.A. 

CoCilllll>iine General, Army Air Forces 

Inc1 , Drafts of 2 memos 
re above subj . 

Fl'ant lln D. P.oooevolt Li'el'al"f 

OE(,LASSIFIED 
DOD DIR. 52ou <&127/6&) 

Date- OCT 1 2 1971 

.. .. . .,) 

• 
\ .. . 
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O!li.?T - -llay 18, 1942 

Subject: Prinoiploa ·.•hioh should cover tho reallocation of combat 
plano• pr oduood in tho United Stotoa. 

l. Tho atron&th and dhpolition of cosbat units of the Allied Air 

Forooe to oeet tho etr&teg1c requirooonta will be &I determined by the 

Combined Chiofa of Staff . 

2 . Tho United Stotoo will build up and maintain Air Porco& of tho oi•o 

necoaeary to meet our war and post-war requ.ireaent•. 

S. In general combat planes produced in tho United Statoa will be flown by 

personnel of our own nrmGd forces. Cortain exceptions •re listed horo-

after. 

4 . Typoa, ncn-ato.niard for t.'>e United States A.r:>y or Na..y bolo;; produced 

for other Allied Nations will bo continued in production and tho supply 

or thooo typos will bo mnintainod aa long as neoosoary to maintain tho 

combined allied aerial strength. 

5 . !tea.lloo&tions made will inaur& that the Air Foreoa in the various theatres 

wil l not bo rodueod bolow the Combined Chiefs of Staff requiromonta . 

6 . In general , United Statoo pr oduced airplanes will not be ouppl iod to other 

l~t.tiona as loot; as 1Jn1 ted State a pilota or combat crO'WI are on tho cround 

awaltin& planoa . 

7. Tho maximUm possible numhor or planoe wil l be maint•inod in comb•t against 

our enemies . Those in transit, held in reserve or ueod in operational train· 

iDS units, will be bold to a JainlJI\0, 

8 . In theatres where raoilitiea nnd arrangement$ havo been made tor maintain· 

ing Bnd repairing our planes or whore our planoc aro now used by ooobat 

unito, tho United States will continuo, to supply planet or mAY roplaco and/or 

auppl-=ent unita of our allies wbiohover ceana appear• to be moat etfootivo 

in maintaining the mAXioum aerial atriking forco . 

Fr., · \: I~ r. r.c·<~<·ol t Library 

(i~ClASSif:rD 
DOD QIR. ~zoo.e ce/27/68) 

........ Dat.- OCT 12 an 
~-·~,,__~ 

-
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PliiiiCIPLES TO COVER THE ffilALUlCATIOil OF AJ.al!!ICAll COIUlAT AIRPLAI!ES . 

1. The atr~tosic diaposition or unita in coabat or the alli•d Ai r 

Force will '>o dot&rml.nod by tho Coobinod Chioto of Staff . 

2. a. Tho ontiro nltiod air effort ic necessary to defeat the AXia . 

b. The American co=ponont or the &llied air ettort shall consist 

of ~~orionn Forces manned, Bqu1pped and operated b¥ Ameri can•. 

3, The atronsth of tho American and Bri tiob coapooonta or tho Allied 

Air Forces will be, in &eneral, proportionate to tho resourooe of tho two nations . 

a. Ea.oh nation will detenalno the etroogth of ita own oo:llponent 

based on ita own resources . 

b . Whero .~erioan facilitioo to train or to equip combat units exceed 

Amorican requiro~nte, excess tao111tiee =-y be =ado available to tho Allies . 

4. All dotails as to opo ratione or r o&orvo and aupply will be designed 

to provide Air Forces of the ai&e required tor the eventual defeat of the AXis. 

InteriM oo~bat requiru~ont• will be permitted to delay in tho dovel opmont of tho 

eventual Air Force only to the extent necessary to etave oft doteat . 

5. ln order to build an -~rioan Air Force it ia necessary, in general, 

thnt all oorabnt airplMoo mMufaotured in the Unitod Stotea bo tlo'm by per soMol 

tro:t tho Al:&or1ctLD An:wd Force a except when types non-atand.a.rd. tor tho On.1 ted St.& tee 

Army or Navy oro produced for othor allied nationa, •~oh producti on will be oon-

tinuod, provid.od. 

a. That auoh non-standard &irpl~oa are not required to equip 

trained u. s. combat orews whioh are on tho ground awaitin& planes • 
• 

~· That auoh ru.nuf"acturi.Dg oap~.eity 1a not required tor tho pro-

duction or at&ndard American typos . 

6. Tbe maxilllum number or plt.DOI will bo Nointoinod in eoobat. 

7. The mini~u= nu=bor or combat aircraft will be held in reaervc and 

in oper ational t r3inin& unite. 

8 . Tho United Stat&a a~aea to undertoke tho repair and t&ohnieal 

aupply or all Aoorionn aircraft operatod in Active thoatera. 

F?onklin D. Rooo .. ol \ Libr &PJ 

DECtASSfiD 
DOD DIR. D.20U (8/i?/68) 

Da \ o- OCT 1 2 ~/1 1 067 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF 

WASHINGTON 

!lay 16, 1942 ' 

IIEUORANDUII FOR THE PRESIDFliT: 

Subject: Aircraft situation in the United Nations . 

l.The Army Air Forces cannot be equipped, t r ained and main­
tained during t he remainder of 1942, ~ can &ir for ces be providad 
for both the initiation of an offensive in n>rope and a strategiC 
defensive in the Pacific, under the aircraft allocations provided 
by the Arnold-Portal Agreement. An immediate reallocation is 
necessary. 

2. The situation under which the Arnold-Portal agreement was 
reached has greatly altered. Tbe s trategical situation and the United 
States co:mitme.nts in the Pacific Theatre have not only changed ce.terial­
ly 1 but until very recently the War Department did not have detailed 
information on British production, allocations and reserves . Further­
mor e, we were unaware of the British basis of calculation on reserves 
and attrition, wbicb we now learn exceed our besis for calculating such 
requirements by an average of approximately 100 per cent . 

3 . The conception of the United States as the Arsenal of the 
Democracies had two purposes: 

A· The initial provision of essential materials of wsr for 
the nstions opposing the Axis. 

~· The creation of a war potential which, if the United 
States entered the war 1 could and .!!2YJ,& be roteined for the c reation 
of neceseary American armed forces . The ~nited States is now at war. ) 
It r equi.rea the aircraft production that ~ has created. 1 ~; ' 

i~ - · 
4. In order to correct the situation outlined above , it is 

recommended that the present schedule of deliveries from United States 
production for all types of combat airplanes to Grea t Britain, be 
amended as follows: 

June 1942 - 50% of each type, except llartin 187 (light bombers} 1 
be reallocated to the United States . 

July 1942- 75~ of each type, except uartin 187 (light bombers), 
be reallocated to the United States. 

lmCLASSIFIED 
By Autbor1 ty ot IJf{IER .SE< 

A~<i· (JEre tzt>Wt 
~ ~ate MAY 11972 
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August 1942 - thereafter 100% of each type, be reallocated 
to the United States ; provided further: 

That the entire United States production of Martin 187 (light 
bombers) , remain allocated to Great Britain, and 

The t the eleven A.lllerican equipped pursuit squadrons in the 
• • Middle East on April 1, 1942 be furnished 20% monthly 

attrition replacements on initial equipment. 
That the United States fulfill its present aircraft commit­

ments to Russia (protocol to June 30, 1942; deliveries 
to be completed about August 15); that thereafter the 
allotments to Russia will be determined by the rate of 
attrition being suffered in the British-American air 
offensive over the European Continent, provided that a 
monthly average minimum of 50 United States pursuit, 
50 light and l2 medium bombers will be guaranteed by 
the United States. It will also be understood that the 
British allocation to Russia will be maintained in 
general accordance with the, foregoing policy, · and that 
the United States will make no objection to the alloca-
tion by Russia of United States planes to Great Britain 
on a trade basis, to effect a better standardization of 
types or to facilitate transfers. 

That both Great Britain and the United States be responsible 
for the equip~ent and replacements for their own combat 
units, except in t he Pacific theatre where the United 
States agrees to maintain and repair existing British 
Commonwealth units now equipped with A.lllerican aircraft, 
and except in the JAiddle East as provided above. 

That the allocation of aircraft to other nations be kept to 
the absolute minimum in order to concentrate adequate 
forces in the decisive theatres . 

~~ 
(The following is included with the concurrence of Admiral 

King.) 

June through December 31, 1942 - 33 % of all flying boats be 
reallocated to the United States. 

June through December 31, 1942 - 100% of all torpedo bombers be 
reallocated to the United States. 

5. Thie recommended reallocation will: 

Permit by January 1, 1943, the British program to be met 
to the extent of 81% of to'tal aircraft requirements , and the Uni ted 
States program by 54% (The Target programs of both nations up to 
Januacr 1. 1943 are approximately the same) • 
DIOLASS'l~ _ 
By Authority of ggq& :jff( 

7.£/Jll.f 
-2-

>0-J~- 1 1972 By 
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Permit the building of essential United States Air Forces 
and would still permit a thirty-four per cent expansion for the 
Rqy.al Air Force by January 1, 1943. 

Permit increased efficiency and simplicity, since each 
Nation will utilize its 01m aircraft. 

Permit the great combat crew resources and training capabili­
ties of the United States to be tully employed. 

Enable American Air Forces to meet their combat and training 
reAuirementa. 

Result in the early provision of the required combined offensive 
air forces in the vital theater. 

Enable Great Britain to maintain present United States equipped 
units in the lliddle East nth 150% reserve, and provide attrition 
replacements. 

Enable a larger number of combat units to ba employed offensive­
ly. The American policy of r.l8.inteining more moderate reserves will. 
result in submitting the bulk of American aircraft to combat units. 

I recommend that this subject be discussed with you by the 
Joint Chiefs of Steff - on !londay, Nay 18th, if practicable. 

Ab?tfi dY TA6 frt/ ?@ 31 f­
ay (0'61b Da te,...:M::::A:.:..Y .......,:1...:;1972 
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nay 26 , 1942 . 

TO t F01l!~1 "A'IAL PF.~SO!l (Al'EJ?T Cft.l~ E!"lASSY, L(l'llON) 

F'!lOI' : Tlffi l'I'ESIDENT 

NO , 148 

! n'lUEV" lT PC:SlllA!\lE '<':'HAY:: •:OTWTBAT'l'Ell CO!.'F. FOR A 

SU('l>T V!SlT IF "1' rA'I 11<; SPARED. 

LOOY.J!l(; FO!r.fA~D TC' SR'ill\". LY1'1ELTO!l. ALl 'Y&Ll '"<'IE . 

ROOSEVF.LT 

Rel eased nt 1920, EtVT , !<ay 26 , 1P42 • 

..,.._ (., • h.. e ~..c ....... -
JOHll L. l!cC!lEA , 
Coptdn, I' , S . llavy , 
A! do . 

(Orl~!nal copy, Which ha d been ad~od to in the President •• handwr1t1nr , 

rlelive rod to l'!ss Tully thia da te 5- 27- 42 - f' . J . T . ) 
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- May 26 , 1942 . 
TO: FOR!.IER NAVAL PERSON (JIMERICA.N :aiBASSY, LONDON) 

FRO~!: PRESIDENT 

NO. 148 

I BELIEVE IT DESIRABLE TO HAVE I.IOUN'l'BATTEN COYE FOR A 

SHORT VISIT IF HE CAN BE SPARED. 

I RJ HAVI:<G YOUR tlASSAU F'RIEilDS TO WNCH !tElcr' !.!Om>AY. 

LOOiWIG FORWARD TO SEEING LY'M'ELTON. );//Will i~ , 

/ -;:]"1 ~ uf i~· 
;r;; 

Released at 

• 

1920 EWT , May 26, 1942 . 

v. L. A c. ~--------
JOHN L. McCREA, 
Captai n, U. S. Navy, 
Aide • 

•. 

-
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• 
lfay 27, 1942 

F'IO!' o Tl!E PP.ESI !lBNT 

NO. u.J9 

' 
\'IE AJ<'l !>,YJ'F.C'l'!'!'l ~ V1Sl'l'OP TO:ll';WJ: "1JT WILL ' lO'f 

DlSrt'SS I'OL!l!!O l"""IL Tl'lll!Sl\AY, rAN TCU Ll'!'!' ' (E R.~V"' ~Tl!C'J(LY 

A SPORT Sl'I~~'I!Y OF lll!.I.T Y011 t!lll "! SAID TO RAC1' 0~ A"Ol!T 

"01<;~ . 11' l'fOUi~ ~ liE TO r.•011. 

Poleued at 1426, '1:\'J'II, J.~t.y 27, 1P42. 

/' t: J!JvZ---At_ 
Cheater l!t.lll'lond 
Jla.~or, J , A, (I ,l), 

' l ill1 te l!ouee l!ap Roce 

• 

(Orl~lnal oopy, in the Pr~e1dente hondwr1t1nt, del1~ered to 

Jli11 Tully thil date, &-27-U, 'by balED Cottee • . -) 

' 

.. 

- 11.1 • 

•• 
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• 
THE WHITE H OUSE 

WASHINGTON 

• 
May 27, 1942 . 

FOR THE FORMER NAVAL PERSON 

No . /S'O. 
. . 

I AM INCLINED TO FAVOR THE I DEA OF I NVITING 

GENERAL SMUTS TO COME TO WASHINGTON TO SEE ME AND STAY FOR 

A FEW DAYS , !.lORE IN A PERSONAL THAN IN A FORMAL CAPACITY . 

I HAVE KNOWN HI11 EVER SINCE 1918 AND CORRESPOND \'liTH HIM 

OCCA~IONALLY . ALSO I THI NK I T MAY BE OF HELP TO !lUI IN HIS 

HOI.$ PROBLE1!S TO GET A PICTURE d;F THE GENERAL SITUATION FROM 

A FELL0\'1 DUTCHMAN LI KE ME . I WOULD NOT SET ANY ESPECIAL DATE 

BUT MERELY SUGGEST SOME TIME THIS SUMMER. PLEASE LET ME KNOI'I 

' . WI:!AT YOU THINK. 

I ALSO HAVE AN I DEA THAT IF I \'/ERE TO INVITE OUR 

FRIEND JOHN CURTHI TO COME HERE FOR A VERY SHORT VISIT , BUT AT 

A DIFFERENT Tn!E FROM SMUTS 1 VISIT.A IT MIGHT DO MUCH GOOD IN A 

WHOLLY DIFFERENT \'lAY. FROLI ALL I HEAR HE IS A THOROUGHLY 

HONEST AND SI!l<.:ERE PERSON BU't HAS HAD LITTLE OPPORTUNITY TO 

AP?RECIATE THE WORLD SITUATI ON OUTSIDE OF HIS OWN SPHERE. 

T::iERE ARE ALSO MATTERS REGARDUIG COMI.IAND AND OPERATIONAL 

PROBLEMS IN THE SOUTHWEST PACIFIC IN WHICH I SHOULD LIKE TO TRY 

MY H.AND AT INDOCTRINATI ON . (See .H/.S/) 

I WISH YOU WOULD LET ME HAVE YOUR PERSONAL THOUGHT 

ON THIS ~TTER ALSO. 

!t'llr.tl\SI')u ~. " 2200 , .. a.:r 27 , ' {l 

~.t!.~ .. nte~ ~frlcor· 
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• • 
THE: WHITE: HOUSE: 

WASHINGTON 

... ""' NAy 28, 1!?~2 . 

FRO!.'t T!iE PRESIDE!lT 

TO o AiiE!UCAN EM!IASSY , LOll!IO!I, r'OR FORMER NAVAL PERSON 

!10. 151 P R l 0 R I T Y 

ADI) TO SEC('I11) PA'tVH!JPI' OF l'Y lM!llF.R lr;() Q'l'OTE I \'IOlTJ,D 

STTG~P.31 Tl' CURTIJ! T!'.AT ""e S"OI'l n !lOT rC'!E 'I!F.RE l'l:?:L EVATT l'.J.S 

Released at 1140, h'\'i'l' , l:ay 28, 1942 • 

.qJ. J... """ .,; c.....-
JO!!l' L, lloCREA , 
Captain, 11 , S. Nt.vy 
Aide 

I • 

ROOSEVELT 
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~ :74 ? ...... . J.~-'. ~ ~ 

TO!Ft'll!"" IIAVf1, F'RS.OII 

)w, IS~ 

1 , I (), thrilled e.t the thought of t he booke anti shall 

alway6 oheriah them, 

2, I have sent the invitations to Smuto and Curtin , tho 

latter not expected until after he haa aeon Evatt . 

~. 'folotov• s viai t is, I think , a real euocoas because 

?te have r,ot on a personal f~tiny; of Ollllclor lll!d as r,ood 

friendship aa can be acquirecl t!rour,h an interpreter , qie 

departure will be delayed two or three claya more , 

4, He has mad~ very clear hi a real lll!Jti oty as to the 
• • 

next four or five montha , and I think thia ia ainoere and not 
• 

put foroard to force our hand , I have a very a'tronr. feeling 
I 

that the lluoel an positl.on io preoariona and mo.y. rrow steadily 

worse durin~ the oomin~ weeks . 

5, Therefore , I am more than ever anJtioua that ~ole.,ro 

prooeecl to definite action berinnin• in 1942. ~o all realize 

that becauae of weather conditions the operation cannot be delayed 

until t~e end of the year . 

6, After t&lkin~; w1 th our Staff , I believe German Air Forces 

oannot be defeated or indeed brourht to battle to an extent which 

will brine them off the Rueaian front until we have made a landin~. 

I have great oonfidenoe in tho ability of our ~oint airforoea to 

rain complete control of the oh&Anel and onour,h of tho land for 

appropr i ate brid~e heade to be covered, Thia will reeult in eithoro 
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(a) Pullin~ Ger me.n Air Porces ll?lo.y from the 

Russian front, with offcrt to destroy it on 

our part, or 

(b) If German Air Force fails to come out, the 

ground troop operation can be increaseri with 

objective of esto.blishinr permanent posi tions . 

7. Tlni ted Staff~ ru-e now workinr, on proposal to 

increase shipping for use in Polero by cutting out ~ lerge 

portion of n:o.terials for Rus s ia , other than rm.mi t ions which 

can be used in battle this year. Thi s ou~ht t. not to diminish 

supplies of reunitions like planes , tankS , eun s , ammunition , 

whi ch Russians could usc in combat this Summer, I t hink we 

can out fur ther on !~urme.nsk-Arehangel convoys and send more 

r~atJ.y to use munitions ~:'i a Basra. . Thi s shoul d make your 

Rome Pleet task easi~r, particul arly dastroyers . 

8 . 1 will teleP:raph you when ,.olotov leaves, an-:\ r aJ'l 

espec i ally anxious t het he carry bnck some real r esults of 

hi!{ ''ission and that he will Fi ve a f'c.voro.ble account to 

StaHn. l ""' i nclined to thin)• t hnt at present nll th• l'ussiens 

aro e. bl t down l n the nouth . 

But the imporhnt thl "" is t hat •1e moy be and probably 

nre fe.c~d vrith r etll t rouble on the Russie.n front and must me.ke our 

plans to moot it. 
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'1'0 FORMER NAVAL PERSON 

. k-.~31, 
.IV&! I .sl..i..z_ . 

1942, 

l . I am thrilled at the thought of the booke and shall 

alway• cherish them. 

2. I have eent the invitations to Smuts and Curtin, the 

latter not etpep\ed until after he has seen Evatt, 

3. Molotov's visit is, I think, a real success because 

we have got on a personal footing of candor and as good 

friendship as can be acquired through an interpreter. H1a 

departure v1ll be delayed two or three days more . 

4. He has made very clear his real anxiety as to the 

next f our or five months, and I think this is sincere and 

not put forward to force our hand. 
A 

5. Therefore, I am more than ever anxioua that Bolero 

Jq'l2. ... - 8 
proceed to definite action beginning in '"end •n4~oAUftll1R8 

~ loAg as the weather hbla::J 
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TO FORMER NAVAL FtRBON (oont.) 

""" 6. After talking with~]Btattf , I believe German 

................. z;t;;.~ .... ·······na.r .. 
temporary e!tor~d toroea i~ order to !oroe 

~ plan~1nto the air. It th;r' phase oan be started 
1 

early in Auguet, it will result if ei the:] 

(a) Pulling German Air Forces away !rom 

Russian tront, with ettort to destroy it 

on our part, or 

(b) It German Air Force tails to come out, 

the ground troop operation can be increased 

with objective ot establiehing permanent 

positions. 

7. United Statts are now working on proposal to 

1norease shipping tor use in Bolero by cutting out a 
~..vt- :Ut~ ~,. <.> 

large portion ot materials tor Ruuifh*cb '9"JA ~ 
_w/.,d ~ ~ /fd/....;,_._ ..h~7/.~.J".u · 

be· a E"'P t ' Ul t:! r 'l'h1B ought not to dimin11h 

euppliee ot munitione like planes, tanka, guns, ammunition, 

which Russians could use in combat this Summer. I think 

we can outF· · eni}turther on M~ek-Arohangel oonvoye 

and send more ready to uee mun1 tiona ~~! Baera. ~ ~ 
/. '' · ·.:., :>,_~?~)c.\.:~ ~ .. 
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TO FORMER NAVAL P~ON (oont.) • 
e. I will telegraph you when Molotov leaves, and I am 

especially anxious that he carry baok some real results ot 

h1e Mission and that he will give ·a favorable account to 

Stalin. I am inclined to think that at present all the 

\ 

('/1v t'(Lt 

-- --
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• 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

• 
June 5, 1942 

FROM: THE PRESIDENT 

TO : AMERICAN J!l,IBASSY, LONDON, FOR FORMER NAVAL PERSON 

NO. 1 53 PRIORITY 

RE.Fl!m MY NUMBER 152 DISTINGUISHED VISITOR 

DEPARTID WASHINGTON NOON FOUR JUNE REGARDS 

ROOSEVELT 

Released at 7:45, J!r.'IT , June 5, 1942, 
directed to do so by Captain J .L. 
McCrea, Naval Aide,over phone . , 

-.-./"'?-~~- ,u/~ ~ 
o~h D. Co~e , ~·. 
nsig.n, u.s.N.R. 
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• ' THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 6, 1942 

~RANIXDI FOR THE PBE.SmEN'fa 

le~ aDCl Lyt.tel.ton u. anxiou.a to 
get a CmNoe4 Production and 11.110Ul'C8e 
Board goil1g aiJUlar to our other combined 
boarda. I think it baa a good deal of 
merit. 

The exact po11ers or the Board could 
be asree4 upon over tlie wek end. 

I w1.ll bave a ..Oraoduln for you 
todaT relative to the exact powers proposed 
'a7 ~t.elt011 and Nelson, but it aeeaa to • 
thia ...U. lligbt go at once beoai&H ~ will 
want t o get tbe Prime lliniater' a fonl&l. 
appl'Oftl. I am sure it ie all ri&}lt. with 
h1a. 

.. .. 

H.L.R • 



• 
to: THE POPXI.!R m.u. mror 

l'!D(: 'l!IB PRBSIJ)IIft' 

II). !S'f 

• 
Jl'l''B 6 , 19~2 

LmKLTOR 41CD 0011 HELOON, . Wll) HAS CIIABGE OF OOR 

PRODUCTION, ARB .ANXIO~ TO CRBATE A <XJ!BINRD PRO'OOCTIOif A1ID 

RESlURCES BOARD I!Dil'UJI TO OOR O'l'Hl!R CCIIBINID BOAJIDS. IT 

SBIDIS '1'0 liB I! IUS A CEKA T DIAL OF lmRIT AHD I Alf AIIJIOIJS TO 

Gl\T IT STAB!'ED 11!ILB Lt'l"n!LTTJJ IS llliRB PBOVIDI!%> too APPIIOVI. 

IF YOU WILL CABLB 10! I WILL li!JBf,SJ A JOI!fl' STA!III!Ift' 

IN GBIJBRAL TIIIIIS JI>NDAY 08 'l'IJBSDll. 

' 
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SECRET 

TO: Til! FOBKER HAVAL Pm!SON 

FROil: THE PRESID!lft' 

NO. ISS 

1 

J\INB 6, 1942 

I DELIVERED TO IIOLOTOV OUR JOINT PRO'l'OCOL OP SUPPLIES PRal 

JI1LY 1, 1942 TO J11IIB JO, 194.). I AliB:!IDBD !'HE GllHBRAL SfATEIIBlft 

$:)1(EW!{AT BOT Ill NO IIIPORTANT DI!XIRBJ!. A COPY OF THE PROI'OOOL AIID 

OF TIIB Pll!:t.IliiHAJ!I SfA'l'BII!lft liAS BEI!H GIVEN TO THE APPROPRIATB 

BIUTISII B!PRBSI!II'I' .lTIVES lm!E. 

I WAS GllEATLY PLEASED mK THE VISIT. HE lfARIIED UP PAR 

IQlB THAN I EXPICTED AND I All SURB 1'IW' HE HAS A PAR BE'ITliR 

UNDERSI'.llllllt«l OF THE Sl'!'UATION lll!IIB TIWf 'NID!II HI! ARRIVJD. 

I CONFESS Tll.lT I VIl!lf WITH (ll&AT COHC!Illl THE RIJSSIAII PRO!ll' 

AND All OOD«: TO 1IIll! YOU Ill A DA:! OR TIIO .l SPECIFIC PROPOSAL 

lii!ICH I HAVE IN IIIND. 

THJ! BOSI!IBSS Ill 'l'IIE PACIFIC IS OOilfQ 1IBLL AIID I .lll SORB 111 

ARB Illi'LIOfiNG SCJm VERY SEVli2E LOSSES ON THE JAP FLBET. THJ! 

OUTCOIIB, HOIIEVill, IS STILL IIIDECISIVI BOT WB SHOULD 10«111 ll>1m 

BEPCIIX Til! DAY IS OVJ!R. I A!l SURB OOR AIRCRAFT ARB GIVIt«l 

VERI GOOD ACCOUNT or TIIBilS!LVES. I WILL KEEP YOU IJIPOBIIED. 

JWWEtW:r · . . 

-
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TEL!'1~ .... .rom: 10, 1942 

TO: T"E FOPJ.!E:l liA VJJ.. !'El!SOII 

FRO!.l : TilE PRESIDEf:T 

ITO . 156 

r:!WID. THE Qt'ICY.EF THt: E!':T'l'ER INCLt'Dll!() Tffi: JlErEJVEPS 

\'liFE . 

R~1easod at 1650, E\'IT , Juno 10, 1\!42. 

First Lieutenant , Cn 
iYatch Of'icer, 1'/hite l'ouao 

ROOSEVELT 

-
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WAR DEPARTMENT 
HEADQUARTERS OF TllE ARMY AIR FORCES 

WASHI NGTON 

--

June 12, 1942 

MEUORANDUM FOR TilE PllESIDENT: 

Subject: Proposed Draft of Message to 
Prime Uinister. 

Herewith ia proposed draft of mes sage to 
the Prime Uinister relative to r eallocation of 
airplanes between United Stetes and Great Britain. 

Reco=elld that it be forwarded without de­
l.s;y so as to reach the Prime l!inister as soon 
as possible. 

• ARNOLD 
Lieu enant General, u.s.A. 

Coii'Oll8.lld1ng General, Arm:! Air Forces 

Incl. : Proposed Drai't of Uessage 
to Prime Uinieter . 

Slessor-Arnold A&reement. 

franklin D. ~oo••••l• Library 

DEClASSifiED 
DOD DIR. ~2oo.e (11/117/68) 

llat•- OCT 1 2 19'n 

lip&~ 
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PROPOSED DRAFT OF I£SSAGE TO PRIME MINISTER, 

To o Former Nkval Person. June 12, 1!142 , 

Fromr President, 

No. 157 

1, I am in full accord with the agreement that hks 
been reached between Slessor knd Arnold. This kgreement ia 
in consonance with tho severkl basic principles that I have 
proposed relating to the reallocation of United States 
kircraft. The basic agreement provides in generkl that 
American aircraft will be manned by .Am&rican crews. The 
pertinent exceptions to this general principle lie primaril y 
with the light bombardment type for use by Great Britain 
in the United Kingdom and pursuit aircraft in such numbers 
as are required to mkintain your proposed strength in 
American equipped British units in the Middle East. 

2. I feel that we cannot further cut the United States 
fighter force required for use with our bombardment. This 
being the cue, I cknnot meet United State a commi tmenta to 
Rusaik and still continue the kllotments of .Airacobraa to you. 

3, Furthermore, American units, totaling kpproxi mately 
19 heavy bombardment groups, 12 medium bombardment groups , 
6 light bombardment groups, and 18 pursuit groups will be 
distributed throughout the United Kingdom, the Middle East, 
and India, Tho details of the plan upon which this deployment 
is based and in which I am in full aooord are ae outlill8d in 
the agreement submitted by Slesaor. The u.s. oombkt units so 
employed will be subject to redistribution if and when 
necessary as agreed by the Combined Chiefs of Staff. 

( llaol-'ero\md correspondence l n connect\ on wl th this despatch will 
be round in file "President-PM Rou~>:h Drafts.") 

Role~sod at 1815, '· 
DKCLASSIJ'RD 

-

BJ De~y Archivist of the U.S. 

:~h ~It;;r-t 
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.. Juno 1S, 1942 

TOt FORIOO! NAVAL :i'RRS(I!' 

FRONt TRE PRBSIDE11T 

'lOt 158 

I FIND l MUST ~E IN HYDE PARK Nl NETEENTR TWENTIETH AND 

T\'OO'TY- FIRST, 

IF YOl' LAND Al'Y T!t"l !!EFO!tE 'lOON <'!' SU>!DAY TilE 1'\'/ENTY- Pl"ST 

COI.:E TO JT.)E PJ.PK JJro liE CAP. !"!AVE "CCP 'I'IAS"lNG~Oli "'RAT !!JGI!T 

GET'l'III'l !C ':1111'1'!! HOt'S'B llO'·DAY 1'0RJ(INO. 

- Tl!B S&r 0!' POCKS liAS JtfST COYS AJ:l> I A.V. Tl!RILLED. 

ROOSEVELT 

Released at 1755, Juno lS. 

P3Jat~~ .. v~t.y, l'.S . >l , p, 
White Rouae Chart Room Watch Ottioer 
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1. Los laD&• Patrol bbera tor Coutal Oez•nA• 

(a) 4a ;yw lalaw, the •v haw retlaaecl · to probe uq OataliDA lflll&clrou 

to~ Oo&atal 9~· O..ral 1n:lol4 oaaaot IIVM to pro41oai.JI& uq lq 

ruac• ~ar• otbar than tho .. 'llh1oh he hal alr..q IJDdertaten, i.e. an 

a441ti0Zial 28 Liberator• in "'-• e in My ua4 ' a -th after. total 

of M up to the eod of lllU, 

(b) 0\lr au eta in rortreeeM aDd Liberatore of all ...-u iDOlu41D& 111.y 

al1ooatioM aDd all airoratt now at 11041t1oation oeotrN 111 the U'Ditecl ltatee 

-t to 1.0 Liberator, 59 Portreu, total 1119. Of tbaee 215 are 1D 

II.O • .l,C, aDd .l,t,.l. 1 .. 't'ill& a total of 1T' a~lab1e for operation&l woe, 
' 

(e) the 2 Liberator 1q1W1rou 111 l}ld!a will ~•orb 18 U,l, and attrition 

on 2 aflll&4ro111 at ZO)C troa aid .1IIDe to 111>4 of Beptaber 2,, the I}ld!an 

~~t 1a therefore eo lea't'izlg 11, for Ooutal o._ ... d, 

(4) ID or4er to build up the oe~~~plete 9 aqua4rou in Ooutal C'._•nA 

by the ua4 of leta ... require 11.1. 108, attritiOD 2!, o.t.u. iao11&41D& 

attr1tioa 29, lO,C depot atook 12. total 172, 

(e) tbil 1 ...... e a balaDOe of 58 and O..ra1 Arnold hal offeree! wo &•. 
(f) !hil adaittecll.7 out. u pratt¥ ftll to the bou, !b..-e 11 bCMWYer 

tba faotor tbat you haw &VM4 to roll up the ID41an 1quadrou (11abjeot to 

tbe pro't'ielon in para, 8 below) 1lben tbe U'D1te4 ltatee hMV 'boab..- croup 

il operat10Zial, General Araold IUU••ta that w abollld then deoide 'llbeth.,. 

tbe L1 beratorl thnnnl up troa ID41a abould be brolalht "-• ua4 OOIITertecl to 

.£ .£ .!'..·!. 
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Jlt.at &114 t. oorr .. pondi~ maher oreclited to 1111 tro11 proc!uotion in u.a. 
•. 

(&) ftle politiOD will be turtber eaeecl by return ot rortreel &114 

lJ.beratore l OMed, (See 4 belCIII') . 

(h) !'hie deale with l!NZ, !hare r -..1111 the quaation ot the 25 

addi tion&l equadro111 illTOlYiiiC a U,J, with traiDin& b&okille ot " in the tiret 

25 11011th1 ot lS.lS, !hie point h&e not been reeolYecl, I euggaat that it 

ehoul d ba pouiblo to maat thia requi recent out ot flying boat t.llooatiolll 

ill lP4lS &114 would be g ratatul tor early oontirmation t nat tbie would euit 

operational requi..-te. I think it not illlpoeaibla that nog lllight be 

induoed to undertake tbie oamitmebt t or 19U &114 Wale u.a. la'f)' ehould be : 
' 

or 11114ul)' dal~ecl tor that purpoea it it o&ll pouib}T be &Yoided. 

z. llacl118 lloakre. &-24. o.n.r&l Al"Dold lllldart&kee that the tiret 

operatiOII&l ill the lll.ddla Jut bator• let J&IIU&I')'. 

:1, LiP" Jkabera. thil h t11a ..,.t dittioult point, 

(a) TCN will Ull4eret&ll4 that the ticur .. in paragraph 25 ot a:r IWicroa 112 

4/S were oaly tboea tor 1P4a and that tba &llotMut ot light bomber• up to 

April lHlS 11 that abo-a 011 the pieoa ot paper Oeneral .ll"Dold , .. .,.. you the 

night bat ora 1>11 departure. thil ebon a total ot llS64 to lr1 thh t.D4 2NO 

to Ull1 ted I tat.. ill that period. that would tull)' ... t our raquiract• nra 

it 110t tor the tta• taotor. 

(b) A taot ot whioh I wu DOt prmouel7 awva Ul4 wbioh..,.. 110t eh.,.. 

ill u.J,.f..J', 8 11 that Oeaeral Anold h&a a o.-t.~t to blia tor 100 ll&ht 

b .. bere a aootb tor tba next 10 aoDthe racluoiJic tho total aY&ilable to 
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lJ,I,Ao.loP. to t ora tlwir l1&ht t.o.bor toroo u4 provide tor tr&iiUDC eto. 

to ozalT l~ OYor the period 1.lt. q\leltiOil, 

' (o) Yctura. ~nl - 14 W&CMte tb&t - .noul4 reGeift u 

&441.ti~ 100 •u Yeotura 1A exol>all&o tor 100 vee-" 4u.r1.Dc 111.: 

17 loptaMr ea Ootobw ao 11oY.u.t but do•• DOt tMl ul" t.o co u;r 

tartUr th&ll tb&t, 

(4 ) VqO&IlOo. OD thle bub ill plaoo of 725 V~ftUOo by 0114 ot 1942 

ortero4 ia par&, a IWIOOI 112 0/0 .. take 628 by tb&t dote •t tJw .rollooriq 

r ate ao JuDo. 00 J1.11)'• 60 Au&~&ot, 61 8opt, 100 Oot,, 167 lloY., 117 Doo. 

Alloo&tlou or Yq- up to .april 1~ will thue bo rocluood troa llllO 

to lOW!) • 

'· 11 ttyb.atca. 
Our aaeete tQ •Qua4rona, r•eerve, repair. an route. • to. 

at 10th April wwo M7, In &441. tion the Jlo.¥ allooat i<>D o.r lOS briDi• to tel 

to 050, Qeor&l Araold il proparod to ciYo ue .,.,..P airoi"U't to OOIIploto 

the tollowlJic o 

lla1t ~poect tor l t 8~ 252 

150.1( ......... 1711 

Attri tioa &t 101' oa lt l q\l&dro.u 60. -til. 
t'hil will ~ to &ll oq'!iY&lOGt ot abo\lt 60 & aonth OYW tho DOXt II .Oilthe 

b11t he 1• proparod to ~.aor .... allot>uoto 1.1t. tho s.-cli&t. lllt\lro &t up..,.o 

ot allota011te later 1.1t. order to lKdld up 150.1( ,. .. ..._, 

Latoot upootetio.u ....Sw 1.11. IOD aro nll J1&17 1M J~. OOIIoral 

Araold will A&I'M to tJw tul.l allooatiOD f or J \111' dropplq to 8() a -til 

thoi'Mftw OXOopt lJl J&lliUU')' 1libe&l tho allooatioll will be 01, fh11 will lZLYOlft 

dol~ ot oao IIOilth 1.lt. arr i Yal ot tho oooolld p\U'8\11t croup oriclllal17 eohoclulo4 
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tor Bopta'ber. 

6. Aira.cobra. 

~r• 11 a oleo.r <>cn.fliot oo thh. llolt.cl It&t .. h&ve o01al.tte4 

tbeuel voa to 100 puro\.1.\ t a 1100th to au .. i a throi&C)l October • which wre 

not oboe 1.o IIDP/8. 11'1 ...,t to ret&io the .U.r aoobru for t he •- purpo ... 

It n loae thea, t he r .. lllt ou onl7 be a oorr .. po~ >re&kea!JII ot ocal>lMCl 

a tr~ in tho .. the&t&rl 1.o whloh n clep• 4 Oil the llllrriO&D.e. On the othe r 

h&Dd, 11111 tee! I t& tea oo1111cler e thet 1 turther aocl1t1e&t1on ,,f ';heir pura\.1.\ t 

force tor IIOLRO wo1.1lcl 11 ve th• 1Dntr1o1 ... t pl.ll'au1 t &iror&i't to eaoort thlw 

own bcaber a, wh.loh 11 a further priooiple 1&14 clown b)' the Preaideot. fhil 

poiot r&&iol to be r .. olve4 on a higher l evel . 

6. It 11 &&Teed th&t aUooat1o111 to .,. up to &114 1DIIll.ld1DC II&J r..W. 

lnt&ot, inolu4111C return ot lo&n~. 

7. 1941 &lloe&tloDI. Oerler&l Arool4 will &&r .. to inoll.ldi.DC ill the 

J.&re.,..,.t the tollow~ worcll - "lri thh aqU&4rou ua1"' Aaerlou &iror&tt 

oper&ti on&l UD4er ow- propoo&l l <>11 let April lKI 1hall be &llooate4 the 

&lroratt ll-1&17 to a Mt the a ttr1 t101l &ttlr that 4ate". fh11 ••~ 

yow- point in 2S(a) ot 'fOW' ruoaor&lld,. ~ OOYirl r e-eq\.1.\p.at ot IIW\ICil 

aql&&clrou at at tr1 tlon r&tH in lKI b'f o.a. 'f•w.ru. 

e. o-ral Arnold 1>&~ &&rMd to 1nol uo1on ot par&&rapha to oover the 

queotiolll ot oparea &D4 ba lanolnc 1t .. a tor &lroratt procr---11 in 11.1. &D4 

lrit bh ...,ln. 

9. Role ot 11.1. hea.y bcal>er1 in ID41a. OIDII"&l Arnold llllllerlabe 

that "ia the e....t ot a thr .. t to ID41a the 'On1te4 ltat .. he&Y)' b._ber 

crollp will be UIM to doteat that thre&t. • 

10. fr&Uport &iror&rt,I'U'&crapha 1D the IIDIIe ot 10 &lld al ot 'fOW' 
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been told to m .. t the r~v.l.r-te ot !.Cd•r .. rar .. he pouibly oan 

ud iD 00.8a Of •ergenO)' to enQOI&VOllr' to ... t th• 1D l'ull, !be 

&llooatioDe Of traDaport aircraft for 1943 will be reYiewed later iD tbe 

11. f1ae Paotor. General Arnold baa outlined hin propoeale to 

General 8c.mervell who aeee DO diffioul ty 1D th-. General .lrnolcl e.greee 
. 

that we eboulcl inolude e. olauae 1D. the IIGr-t ... fol!<>n t 

"rhe '*'vemmt of pereoDDel 6114 ll<jv.i~t will be proVi<lad for 

iD ev.l. te.ble priority to enaure arrival in appropriate tbeatr811 by the 

cle.tea apeoifi.C", 

12. All eoon..., e.v-nt le ~&ttl.C the whole clet&U will be ellbmtt.c 

to o-ral 8oaernll all4 the 00111b1Dad 11111 tary 'rr&Deportation Jo&rcl, 

lll, I11aurance F&otor. Ckller&l ArDold a&J""• to paraeraph a2(a) ot 

your IUIIIOraudl.ila. 

14. Oorr•nd ot U,l, foroea 1D Britieh thaatr••• Paragraph 6(o ) ot 

111, the training a llooationa will atul4 unt1l the tull rep•rouaaione 

of tbe A&r-t haY• been e.DalJeecl when tn.y will be &cljuatecl aooordillcly, 

We will •:xplon the pouibill ty of aeourinr; aoae .lllaon. for ne.Yipt1on 

training in u.s, trom C&D&cle., 

18, lla1niona. O.nw&l Arnold. baa etatad hie poe1t1on ... tollon 

to th• ca.ldud Ohiefe of Start &Dd a par"ir&pb will b• 1Deluclecl in the 
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(a) It 11 the duty ot tho United ltataa Obl.eta ot ltatt to deolde 

tho etrato&io r oquir•Oiltl ot tho t'ciUlliona within Ollite4 

States apber ee or reoponeibi llty. 

(b) !hlo will th.,. be referred to c-bllle4 Obi ote ot Btatt 

t or appron.l . (Iota, at thl.a oto&l the lr1. tiob Ch1ete ot 

l tatt will b&ve an opportlml.ty ot N.tiat)Utc t.bauel .,.l 

tb&t the lntoreotl ot the Doml.uiooa &re boll>& adoqu&toly 

aatelu&"de<l). 

(o) llhen atrat ocio roquirooonte are e.pproYo4 b7 the 0011\bi Md Ohht'l 

ot ltatt the 11llited Statee will :oalce the uoco .. ary alloo&tioDa 

ot airoratt whlob will be m&Dlled b7 Doa1Jiion per eonnol &I 

tar u tho Doainioua are able to do eo IUl4 the btola.noe by 

1Jni ted Stat .. 0 ir torooa . 

17. .t.llooationa ot O<llllmUnioation alror att oto . tor r ..,.itl4er ot 

l MZ will not be oovoro4 by thio av-t ancl are etill opCI to 41aouaa1on. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

llme 16, 1942· 

POR PORIIIR ll.lVAL PERSO. 

I do bope you oaa briD& 

Portal •' ,.,, • 

F. D. R. 

, 

·. 



t 

• • 
- Jun o 16, 1942 

TO: FORMER NA1JH PRRSOI! 

PRO~: THE P?~SID~NT 

)'10 . 159 

I DO "OPE YOI1 C:AN !!RIIIG PORTJJ, AWNG . 

Released at 21~ , Juno 16, 1942 

(;},JJ~Jh v s:#A 
p:Fdsi.~.-0.(/.otfoo , Jr . 

Vifd te House t!ap Room \t"atch Officer 

DICLASSIFIID 
IT Deputy Arohiviot ot the u.s. 
s:r ~~.S~AA)cut" 
llate T I 2 1971 

' ' 
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- J'ul.y 2, 1942· 

TIItE: CROUP 021600 
FROII: OPNAV 

TO I A.IIERICAN !MBASSI, LONDO !I 

FROll THE P!IESIDENT TO THE FO&mR NAVAL PERSON (SECRET AND PDISOIIAL) NO. 160 

GOOD FOR YOU 

• • 
• • 

. . . . ~ .. 

•• 

Released at 1350, m , J'~ 2, 1942. : 

v-: t.... A ., c ...... ----­
JoHN L. llcCREA 
Captain, o. s. lle."7 
Aide. 

IIICLA88IYIID 
B7 hplty At-ohhilt o f tile 0 . 8 • ., lft4·$t,.·n.J. 
late 1219n 
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. JULY 7, 1942 

TO: FORliER NAVAL PERSON 

' PRO!.!: 'IHE PRESlDEHI' 

~0 161 

HAVE JUSf HAD WRD FROV SfALI.tl THAT HE HAS 1'0 OBJ3CTION 

TO TRANSFER OP FORTY A-20 1 s FRO!l BASRA TO EGIPI'. HISTRUCTIONS 

HAVE GONE FOIDVARD TO TRANSFER PLANES AT ONCE. 

PolcoM'l lS,O, ":liT , July 7, 1%2. 

!(.~~ 
lioutene.nt , r.s . II .R. 
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• -'t'C t Jl'LY 8, lt>42 

)!(1, 162 

PROPOSPJ, "''II.T THEY '\1'. r~SCORTED Tl'ROI1Gll '!'""f. SUEZ CANAL TO A NEUTRAL PORTl 

I S1'00ES'l', T:IERFlFOPE, T"A1' I 1!1?0"1' J.AVAL A)>ID AD:'IP.AI OODFI!OY TflAT Il" 

Nt;>v YIILI v~<:E ~"A"' '1'1'P. SHIPS l!K WlTRl'IPJil'IN '!Y '.'lAY OF rnE SUEZ CAIIAL, 

•F. l!SBD TJY 'HIE 1'11!'1'1':0 S'i'A'r:s OR :<IRHl SJ1 GOV".!l'J!!,:ENTS BITT Y'"S"E Tl'l':Y \'fiLL 

PE I"'llOI'ILIZED ON 'rill! SAl!S "!•SIS AS THE ~·nsNCt; 1UltSHII?S NOil AT FORT 

IJoVJ.J., !:OT 0' LY r:C"Ll) '""" "!'~CH ~TJ.E",,'S 1~" ""'ES!': S''IPS ~R LESS DISPOSSD 

'1'0 JlRSIS'i' ANY F<'!'~O::r~·t ACTIO~' \'i'tiCl' YOI1 1'lil!IT II' JJ' E!.'E'lGE!!CY FIIID IT 

llECESSJ..PY TO TAJ<r: , '111T li!.SO TRJ,T T~ pqEUCH PEOPLe IN OCrt1PIF.D '.'11) 

t"'('CC"PJ"lll ''J:I.''Ci' iiCI'Jl) REA~T STROr.'lLY AGH~'ST UVAL Hl'! IllS "'1!!'1' SAL 

S"'PS TO ""Jl'CZ, 
I 

TO "EET' A.~rv rOSSIPLE C0!1~P.":TIC!l •·~ •lt:"Y "'fAT 'i'I'IS WOIILD 1lE HI 

AS ·..-~;:sE 511!':1 ''A'IE . ·!:'~' 1'!1B "S'lil":l!' r, CCCl'PlB!' A SPECIAL I'OSl'l'I OI' AI"D 

1104 
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• • 

PLF.J.SE LF.T i.'E l:J;Q'I{ TW.GE'ITLY IF '!Otr SF.E AJ:'! O?.JECTIOJl TO '!'!TIS 

PP.OCR!lURF. , , 

,' 

Ta~en by &nei~n Coffee to Caotain 
·~croa , Who released it fr~ hte 
>:er,t l>epart:.ent Cff'ico at 1618, Rll'l' , 
July R, 1942. 

\ 

!!COSEVELT 

Bao~~round mntorial on above der."~toh1 with notation th•t the 
l'n~or Socretl'\ry of' S~n.-"-e hruJ been '\nf or,,...,d aa he roqueeted , 
•n ~d In "Proal dent- ?ril'le >'! nietor ~ou~h Draft" file. 

• 

======~~-------~ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 8, 1942 

.lm40RANDUU FOR CAPTUN UcCREA: 

lilre . Brady brought the attached 
pape~s in at 1610, and r~quested that 
when the Prime lilinieter's reply to the 
P~es1dent•e message was received, the 
Under Secre ary of State be informed in 
accordance with paragraph 2 of hie 
letter. 

-oOo-

At 1700, July 9, Kajor Hammond tried 
to intorm the Under Secretary of State 
concerning the contents of t he Prime Mi n­
i s ters despatch No .- il.ll to the President, 
whioh wae received at 1615, July 9; but 
wae unsuccessful due- to the illness of the 
Under Secretary, who could r e ceive no 
calls. 

!lr. Dunn, Room 203 , State Department , 
is taking care of the matter, and will 
inform the Under Secretary. 

. . 

.. 
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THE UNDER SECRETARY 01' STATE 

WASHINGTON 

J\lly 8 ' 1942 

My dear Mr. President : 

r:n accordance with our converse. t1on of last ni ght 

I am sending you herewith a suggested message for you to 

send to !.!r . Churchill which both Secretary HUll and I 

believe would be very helpful and which I think is along 

the lines you desire . 

If this is sent by Naval Radio and 70u receive the 

reply from Mr . Churchill through Naval Radio , v.ila. you 

let me know? I assume your message to Admiral Godefoy 

will be handled directly by the Navy . The message to 

Laval would, of course, have to go through our Charge 

d'Affaires 1n Vichy. 

Believe me 

Enclosure. J 
The President, 

The Wh1 te House . 
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M: .RIJAH L;MilASSY • 

LOllDOJI , 

FOH Tlfl·; l'..llt (l;h NAV!,L l' IC:J~S ON l'HOI4 THE P!iliSIDENT . 

I be lievo 1 t \IOUld be o.dvanto.ueouo for me to ruake 

a turtbcu• effort wl th regurd to t t1e J.'l'ench wursh1pa at 

Alexnndril!. , The J.'ranoh authori t ies have raised the 
-

teclm1cal ·point t ha t th~s• sh1p6 must be removed to a 
; . ~ 

Frnnch po~t and that consequently they cannot agree to • 
) 

tho Ar.1e rlaan proposal that they be eaoox-ted thl'ough the 

Suez Canal to a neutx-al port. I ~~z:~ therefore , ~ 
t41.,9 

in!' orm Laval and Admiral Oodefoy that 1f t hey will 

aeree that the ships be withdrawn by way of t lle .:lues 

C&,nal , the Government of t he Urt1 ted State a by agreement 

with the i3r1tlah Govol'tll:lont w1ll iu~LP eare pas­

sage to 14art1nique where t hey will not be Ul8d by the 

united Statee or l.lr1tiah \lovernments but where they 

will be ~ob111zed on the aame baais aa the French war-

:.hips now at Fort de 11ranoe fox- the duration or tho war 

'Ill. tb the aaaurance t h at at t h$ torm1naUon of the war 

they will be restored to tile French people. 

I believe tt.at 1t t illa orrex- 1a .. de and 1a t hen 

1108 
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rejected by Laval, not only would the ~~enoh arewa upon 

theae shipa be leas disposed to r!'siat any forceful 

action whioh you might 1n an emergency find it nocea­

aary to tuke, but also that the French people 1n 

occupied and unoccupied France would react strongly 

agnl.nst Laval for his refusal to agree to an offer 

wh ich would guarantee eventual re t urn of these ships 

to France . ("t. 

To uoet a ey possible contention by Vichy t hat t his 

Vlould bo in viola t1on of the i•l'l!tis t ioe Agreement, we 

would aay that 1n as much aa these shipa have from the 

begl.nning occupied a opecial position and are now in 

a precarious situation , they o.ra not within the opera­

t ive provia1ona of t he Agreement and he~ce the pro­

posed arrangement could not be said to be violative 

of that Agreement. 

Please let me know urgent ly if you see any objeo-

tion t o t his procedure. 

1109 

I .. . 



Q! 

~ 
< 
"' .... 
Q. 
0 

:r 
Q. 
< 
Q! 

~ .... 
1-

"' :r 
1- . 
>- . . <XI .. . s 
:r 
~ 

"R!.PAAIN'C OII'ICE 
W IL.I. INDICATE WHETHV. 

SECRJ::T 
TO 1C TRANJNI'nii.O 

If vii rate 
Collect Day letter 

Nlfblletlu 

TELEGRAM SENT 
C-ON"OilHTIAl COOC 

HONCON, IOINTIAL. COOG 

I'AJtTAlllt 

I'U.IH 
C1btJe Otpartl'fttAt: 

f ull rate 
ilepart:uunt nf lttatr 

W...Afnlion, 
Day ltllet 
HIJtlt leiter 

Chrst to 
s July a, 1942 

A!C,RICAN Ei-!BASSY 

LOrfJJOH . 

FOR THE F OlU1E:!l NAVAL PEt~SON FRO!J THE PRESIDENT • 

I believe it would be advantageous for me to make 

a further effort with regard to the French warsh.ips at 

Alexandria . The r~ench authorities have raised tho 

t~chnical point that these ships must be removed to a 

French port and that consequently t hey cannot agree to 

the Ameri can proposal that they be escorted through the 
9......., 'f 1 fr--

I F~ u e , there foro , .t.Q... Suez Canal to a neutral port . rr.:r:--": 
' inform Laval and Admiral Godef oy t ha t if they will 

agr ee that the ships be withdrawn by way of the Suez 

Canal , t he Government of t he United States by agreement 

with the British Government will s.a~Jr';f:~afe pas ­

sage to Martinique where they will not be used by the 

United States or British Governments but where thay 

will be immobi lized on the same basis as the ?rench war-

shi ps now at Fort de France for t he duration of the war 

w1 th t he a ssur ance t hat at the te r rnination of the war 

t hey will be res to r ed to the ,'Fr en?h peopl e . 

I bel ieve that if this offer i s made and ia then 
Ertdpi..J,. ---·--
S.l,"""*----M~ ·---19- ------
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Jlllt(.,t..JUHO 0"1Cf_ 
WI\.\. INDICA Tit WHCTHUt 

lhU rate 
Collect 01.y lttltr 

Night lttltr 

TELEGRAM SENT 

tO . , TAANSMlnED 

COHfiOCI'ffiAL COot 

HOftCOHI'IOI.NllAL CODE 

"""'" Cbi.rgt Otpartmtftt: 1\:epartm:ent of &tat:e 
-2-Fun rate 

Day letter 
Nlghl letler W 41hfntion. 

cf. .. ge lo rejected by Laval, not only would t he Fr ench crews upon 

$ the'se ships be less disposed to resis t any forceful 

a ction which you might in an e,!llergency find it neces­

sary to take , but also that the French people in 

occupied and unoccupi ed France would react strongly 

agai nst Laval for his refusal t o agree to an offer 

which would guaran t ee eventual r e turn of these ships 

to France . 

To meet any possible contention by Vichy that this 

would be in violation of the Armisti ce Agreement, we 

would say that in as much as these shi ps have from the 

begi nning occupi ed a speci al position and are now in 

a precarious s itua tion, they ar e no t within the opera­

tive provisions of the Agreement and hence the pro­

posed arrangement could not be said to be violative 

or that Agreement . 

Please le t me know urgently 1f you see any objec­

t i on to this procedure. 

U: j','; : :J 

Sd ~ -· -····-·-· M .• -·---··• /9_ . ------
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l"lO!. : OPliAV 
TO: ALHSJIA , LC:!DCP 

Roferonco your l~=bor 106 or ~uly 6th it 1o roco=ended th~t our code 

words be olarifiod ns follows , 

(1) That tho term quote ~o1cro un(!uote be uaod to desi~nato tho 

preparation for and ~~ove:>ent of lnited Stntea Forcos into th<> ;.'Uroponn 

Theater , proparations for their reception therein and the produetion , 

assembly, trans!)ort, reception , and storo¢'o or ~qu1pment and S\1pnlif's 

'lecesso.ry for S\lpT>ort of tho t'nitod Ste+.C!s F'orros in onero.tion o.r.ainst 

the Europoan Co, ltinent . 

(2) 'i'hat the tt-= quote Slodr,o !'a=er ur.~uoto be \lsec~ to ~oai•ne.te 

an orrentlvo oo~ratl o., or ~ho rri tish .._,~ Anoricnn troops a,•t.! nat tho 

European Continent in ninotoon forty-two to be cnr riod out in oMe, of 

Ger rn4n l ntornal collapso or iMMinent Jh;ssian militar y collapoo which 

tho Russian front. 

(3) '1:h4t tho term _;~uoto Roundup un(!uoto , or '\ny other naMe whioh 

you may deoiro , be >\Sed to drni•nnto an offonoi vo oporation n&n1nst 

'lor1:1an domino.tod <;;urope to be cardod out by eo,..bined ko•rieen end 

~ritish for~•• in ninoteon fort,- threo or later . 

RCCSEV"'LT 

D!CLASSH'IED 
By Deputy Aroh> .. tat ot the U.S, 

:~,e :s;t;;r* 
P.ehu~,; at 1•150, July 8 , 19fo2. (Ell!} 

;r. t.- J. • c._ 
.!nw· l . !.~cr'OF.A 

ra~tai~~ r . S . '~vy 
Aide 

(-(\CV ... rountl f'Qrr•"; ('T'rl.,"'f'lt On ~~~ 3 dos oAtth r•ft ] ~,. 1 n 
11Prer" A'lnt.- Pr'no . "'\!&t ... r eu ... h nro.rt" fo l"' ·n· . ) 

1112 



-
WAR DEPARTMENT 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON 

Franklin b . Roooevelt Library 

DEC;lASSIFIED 
DoD DlR. 5zoo.s (9tz7;sa> 

July 8, 1942. Date- OCT 1 2 1971 

lipu>turo-,~ 

MEMORANDIDA FOR liR. HARRY HOPKINS: 

SUbject: Code Names for European Operations. 

Attached hereto is a proposed message to be sent 
f rom the President to the Prime Minister on the above subject . 

The interpretati on oi' code names indicated by the 
Prime Minister in his radio of July 6 is substantially t he 
same a.s ours. 

1'he term "One Third Bol ero" has no official stand­
ing as a code name and if used a t all by the President it was 
probably used in a descriptive sense . 

\'li th reference to the code name 1'RoWldup11 , I can 
see no particular objection to its use . It was a name used 
by t be British prior to the conception of Bolero to designate 
offensive operations a gainst the European Continent in 1943 
or l ater . However, if t he name itself is objectionable to 
the Prime Minister, it could readily be changed to anything 
he considers more appropri ate. 

Incl. 

/(1:,;, ~ cJ k: 

~M 

1113 



Proposed Keaaage to be Sent 
from the President to the Prime llinister 

-+--~ ... ;V..,..~ p ""'- ...o-
x, iha .Ftbio Mhliabe.,, 

Reference your Number 106 of July 6 it i s recommended 
that our code words be clarified as follows: 

(1) '!'bat the term "Bolero• be used to designate 
the preparation for and movement of United States Forces 
into the European '!'beater , preparations for their reception 
therein and the production, aaaembly, transport, reception, 
and storage of equipment and supplies necessary for support 
of the United States Forces in operation against the European 
Continent. · 

(2) That the term "Sledge ~er~ be used to desig­
nate an offensive operation of the Br~tisb and American troops 
against the European Continent in 1942 to be carr ied out in 
ease of German internal collapse or imminent Russian military 
collapse which necessitates an emergency attack in order to 
divert German forces from the Russian f ront. 

(:3) That the term "Roundup", or any other name 
which you may desire , be used to designate an offensive opera­
tion against German dominated Europe to be carried out by COil­
biDed American and British forces in 1943 or later. 

Signed BOOSEVELT 

J)ICLASS t f iC 
a1 Au\boritJ or 4R4fR 

,SEC Af?Ht fly TAr. f£( ?1JC>31'f 

By eJ!fl.. Date May 1 1972 
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-· 
THE WHI TE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

liOST SECRET AND PERSONAL 

July 6, 1942 

UEMORANOOY FOR GENERAL .llARSHALL: 

The President asked me to show 

this to you. 

HARRI L. HOPKINS 

.. 



·- I 
SECP.h'l' 

.£QEX 

CABLEGRA!J 

July 6, 1942 

Fro111: London 

To; President of United States. 

Peroon&l and moot secret number one zero ai.x our code words 

need clarification. By "Bolero" we British mean the vast arrMge- ~ 
menta necessar,r both in nineteen forty two and nineteen forty 

three for the operation against the continent. The joint. Anglo 

American Staffs Conmi t tees are all ·11orking on this basis. They are 

not operational but purely a~~strative. nhat you in convere~tion 

have called "one third Bolero" .,.... have hitherto been calling 

"Sledgehammer" . The name "Round Up" has been given to the nineteen 

fort.r three operation. I do not much like this name, ae i t might 

be thought over confident or over gloo~, but it has come into 

considerable use. Please let me kno·" whether you have s:n::! wi'hes 

about this. 

• 
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' JTT! 9, 1942 

T"P. FQll{'i'Tl''~ "F.SSELS }l!E ~T'Jl'l' {'0 ~l'l!DI''·1 n: C&!1}.DA: 

ASS:rG!'BD TO l! , S, Ill ADDITTO~' TO 15 SI'''lLE SCRB'If CO~'IF.TTES W>!ICR I 

11' O&HSTAND JJ>E HI PROCESS OF ASSIOlli.:E~"l' TO U. S . nv LCt!DON :I.'UHIT!ONS 

.ISSIGm.rewr BOARD . 'r'!IS I'ROCEDilJ!E !'()R "'IE T!l.!E BEH:G \YOt'W ".AKE A 

7\BAI DEilT IN THE OllJEC:Tl"E • 

?.COSEVE!T 

Pelouod e.t 
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Proposed draft of dispatch from the President to Prime &linister~. 

Churchill ~ 
~ 1/ ~ 0 

--t-z-'· ·- ' . I /.-,. . :' /-< . a_ e--._ 
Tbe following vossele are built or buildine 1n Canada: 

10 twin sere" corvette,; 

15 Algerine minesweepers 

J 1- 8 Fairmile motor launches I Lpt.;;; --
t!, •, .,. JJ ... {;. The~ vessels are all sui teble for combsting enemy submnrine and 

11 

mining operations and are urgently needed by the U. S. forces for 

this puroose . I know your co cern 1n regard to the ~ubc!larine 

• Q • ' I ..,., • • , ,,(; • k_h/t.>-tb'i / ~.-.. ~.n,.t 
menace and - have ese vessel& ae8'1j:plod 

1\ 
to U. S . in addition to 15 single sere" corvettes which I under-

stand are 1n process of assignment to U. S . by London Mun1 tions 

Assignment Board. -;-;~·, .J1l''<11/,_•fl...<... / ··'i //c • /:: 
1 

./.. ~-/ /'(:1'r-' l 'I ·It• ((.{£ i't ~£ .... ~ t./.u f-
; 1, J;u · tL7~c~ 

a,~~f__-
,. 

DECLASSI P'I!D 
By Deputy Archivist ot t b e u.s . 

By \...ui&·fi]••)'!•t 
Date Q_ l.L_i7\ 
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J'"'T~Y 12, 1942 

.. 
Plli ORI TY 

TO : FOP~.:r.:t HV:J. PE!!SO!l 

~· Tlf'l ~ESID~'i' '!'0 T!'R FOPJ'P.I! N/.VAJ.. P!.'P.SOX !<0. 165. 

!lAVE !TOT RECEIVE!:' YO(ll! OISPATr.HP.S l'OS . 108 AND 109. WILL vou !!'!: 

GOCIO E!IOUGH TO RI>PEAT SJJ!E , 

Ro1oaood at 1930, Wr.T , July 12, 1942 

~ .. ~~!r 
E:ISIGN , USNR 

WATCff OFPICER 

ROOSEVJo;LT 

DI:CLASSIFI!D 
~7 Doput~TChiviot or the u.s. 

::u:tfjt:;r ¢ 

-
111 9 



• 
Till !-::l? A!.: 

- Jn,Y 15, 1 9f2 

F"Ol'• T'lR PllESIDE'IT 

NO . 166 

AF'l'ER r(I)(Srt'I'.A'I'!ON WJTl' Y' !lr; 1 J.:t•ST llEJ.l'CTAJiTLY AOR~ 

':'l!E Tl'AF'i''!C Tl'ROl''J" 1'?.11SJA, 

A snG'l':S'U01' !'AS P<:EII !lADE THAT Al'ER!CA!i 'lAILWAY ME!I 

'rAYE OVP.l? TilE OPRllATION OF THH RJ\li.ROAD . IIAVF: YOD ANY OPINIOl1 

A~OI'T T'<IS? TREY AilE FIRST CLASS AT T!US SORT OF THING , 

~eleaoed at 1720, ~. July 16, 1942. 

JOR'' L !loCRF.A 
r.o.ptain , !1 . S , l1, , 
Aide 

l'OCSEV";:LT 

. ' 
the u.s, 
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JULY 15, 1942 

TO: FORUER NAVAL l'ERSOII 

FRO!! : THE PRESIDEilf .._ 

NO.~ 

AFTDl COIISULTATIOII V.ITH KING I !.!IJST RELUCTANTLY AG~ 

TO THE POSITION V.lUCH THE AIUIRALTY HAS TAKEN REGARDING THE 

RlJSSIAN CONVOY TO THE NORTH AND I THII.'K YOUR 1.1ESSAGE TO 

STALIN IS A GOOD OI!E. I ASSID.!E YOU WILL miD IT AT ONCE. 

Dl THE l.IEANT:c.IE VIE IIUST OliiT NOl'HI~G THAT WILL INCREASE 

THE TRAFFIC THROUGH PERSIA • 

A SUGGESTIO!I HAS BEEN :JADE THAT AIIERICt.N RAILWAY MEN 

TAKE OVER THE OPERATIO!I OF THE RAILROAD. HA'IE YOU ANY OPIHIO!I 

ABOUT THIS? 7TL7 ~ f~J-tl ~ _/- /X;.' 

~~-'7 J,t-7 

-

-
1121 



TO 1 FORllEP. !lAVAL : ER.SON 

mx.l1 THE PRZ:SIDEI/1' 

r~o. __ 

JULJ 15, 1942 

AFITR oot;SIJLTATIOfl I'.ITH KINC I !lUST RELUCTANTLY AG!ll'E 

TO TI[E POSITIOII iJ!ICH THE AlliiRALTI !'.AS TAKEN Rl CARDING TH. 

RI.ISSIAll OOINOY TO TJ[E NORTH JJID I T!W:K YOUR !lf.SSI.Gr: TO 

STAL!Ii IS A 0000 O:lE, I Asstaa: YOU YIILL SEiiD IT AT OllCB. 

Ili TILE llEAil'TDIE fiE IIUST WIT liO'l'HlliC Tl!J.T 1\ILL IllCW.SZ 

THE TRAFFIC THROUGH PD\SIA, 

A SUCG~TIOU HAS BEl-:11 IIADE THAT A!.!ERICA!: RJ.ILWAJ :.!Ell 

Tf.KL OVER TIC£ OPE!lA1'lO!l OP TilE RAI LROAD, !!AVE YOU ANY OPI NION 

.IOOUT THIS? 

. ,; 
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JULy 15, 1942 

TO: FORUER ~lAVAL PERSON 

PRO!.!: THE PRESIDENr 

!10: 167 

IIARSHALL, KI NG AND HOPKINS LEAVING FOR LO!IDO!I AT O!lCE. 

Tim VIILL DISCUSS ALL lllPLICATIO!IS OF YOUR SEVERAL CABLES TO 

liE. I WILL SEND YOU PERSONAL CABLE Itl A DAY OR TiiO. 

1)ele&.set1 at 1720 , £'tr":' , Jnl:v 1~ , 1"'~2 

,m·n· l . v,..r "' ~A 

re:.,t.e.jn J t' .S . '' ·. 
Aide 

ImCLASSirtn 
BJ Depoty Arob1viot ot the 0.8. 

:-, .. ~--4~~:""~":.?!"-::::; .... _ot::= 
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The attached three pages - Roosevelt 
to Marshall , undated (1) , Roosevelt to 
l1arshall , undated (2) , and Roosevelt to 
11arshall and King, undated (3) - were 
sent to this Library by Vice Admiral 
John L. McCrea, USN, Ret . in June 1972 . 
Admiral McCrea was Naval Aide to Presi­
dent Roosevelt from January 16 , 1942 
to February 3 , 1943 and was associated 
with the operations of the Hap Room. 
He recalls that these items were written 
during a long weekend in Hyde Park, July 
10-14, 1942 . The first two were drafted 
by Hopkins and signed by Roosevelt; the 
third was drafted by Hopkins and signed by 
Roosevelt . 

The originals are filed with an attached 
note in Map Room Papers , Box 2, l~y-July 
1942 (Roosevelt to Churchill , #167, 
7/15/42). 

•/ 

c . Pollard 
6/28/72 
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WASHINGTON 
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- July 16, 1942. 

FROM: OPNAV 
T01 All!SNA, liONDON 

FROM THE PRESI DENT TO FORMER NAVAL PERSON NO . 168 

I REALLY THINK IT BETTER FOR OUR FRIENDS TO GO STRAIGHT 

TO LONDON AND NOT GO TO RESORT FOR A COUPLE OF DAYS. THEY OUGHT TO 

ORIENT THE1iSELVES FIRST BEFORE ANY GEIIERAL IIEmliG. I KNOll' YOU li'ILL 

UNDERSTAND . AU;O I OOPE SEX:RECI IN RmARD TIIEIR VISIT CAll BE 

IIADiTADIED. 

Released at 1405, EWT, July 16, 1942. 

• ' 

~ (.. . ;he ~,..Q....,._. --­

JOHll L. lAcCR&A 
Captain, U. S. Navy 

Aide 

ROOSEVELT 

Dior.Astmn 
ty ohi•iot of the v.a. 

By 
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:;'1('1}1 : OPl!AV 
TO: .'.Lt'Sl!A I U'"i>>l/ 

• ,. 

July 24, 1~42 . 

NO . 169 

Sl'Il'TS . IT APP'F'.ARS TO ' :B Tf'IS niSPOSITlOll CAll 0 F.ST ~-: I)F.r.I !lEil llPOll FR011 

?I"": TC Tr·r. PY '!l'E C"Cl'"P!>O CI!ISFS OP St'AFP. 

Dl'S TO Tl'l': Nl>ED FOP ACTIV"F. ·~J.OYMF.N'r OF ALL ANTI-SIJB!.lARHIE 

T(l RE l ' 'l'RAC'riCA13LE TO ~STAJJLIS!I A STRATEGI C POOL m• S\'CH C?.AFT IF BY TIIIS 

IS :.!EA!lT A Rl':S31! :r; POOl OF VBSSELS t:OT ACTJJALLY OP'::llATII'G O!'?SNSIVBLY 

AGAHST P.IIEL:Y SUB~.WU)IE$ . 

Ill '\"1'!'! ALLOCATIOII OF AX'I'I- SIJ131!ARII!!': CRA?"'' P'liO!! TO ('O~IEt'ION 

T:iF. Pllll~.ll'! CO!'SIDERATIOII SllOI' LD B<: 'l''!S EXPEOlTIOllS C07lPIET!ON OF THESF: 

CRA-'0'!' PO" AC?IVF. OP::!!ATl OKS . Sl'C"! ALLOI'ATJC!I $"011LIJ t'I'B"SFOPE 8'! "'AIJP. I ll 

ACCO!'tnANr'l \'!IT" T'lF. PROSPECTnm. AVAJlJ,niLITY OF' ESSE!M'I Al !lQ1'JPt~~IT , \'/IIETEml 

~Rl"'!S" 0:' At~JC'Ali . 1'/I!F.Trb"'! OP !iOT AVAIIJ..'!IUT':' 0? f'QI'I!'l®IT IS T:'E 

G!'•'·"""!l"~ FAr.TOll IT "lOI'L" SF.'1' '!'HAT ALLOCA'!'IOll !'All 90:ST P':: ACCO''Pl.!Sf!ED 

I APP"'VE InP.A OJ> TfTF. POOL SO L(''V~ }.S <:'f>RY'l'9H'0 IN IT IS CONSTANTLY 

• • 

"ol eased at 1920 , v.-r , July 24 , 1942. 

J. ). . he G..J.•.J-­
J(>!Cl 1.. "cC~EA , 

Captain, IJ . s . navy 
Aide . 

ROOSEVEtT 
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~enkl~n D. Roosevelt Library 
~ .. '""'" ~. •\ ("' i...-m,.-0 t<t.t,! ... ·: .lr!!.: ""..... "} 
r..>\.d o~; ,:t. ~400 .9 (9/27/58) 

llp- 10 l .u 
N AVY DEPART MENT 

Date- OCT 12 1971 

Signature-,Af(fi'· 
OFFICE OF Til& CHIEF OF NAVAL 0PERA'I10JSS - WASBINGTQN 

2) July 194~ 

ME:li!ORANDUM FOR Trlil: P.U::SIDEN'l.' 

I have talked over t he matter of anti- submarine craft and 
their allocation to o. strategic pool \l ith Vice .-d!!liral .ii llson and 
we believe this matter should a>fai t the return of Adm1ro.l King 
before the despatch is answered . If it is considered necessary to 
answer the despatch without delay , it is s uggested that you r equest 
the Prime ~~in1ster to t alk to Admiral i.\.ing on t his subject while 
he i s in London . 

'i/e have had a talk: ·.tith ;.dmiral Cunningham a nd he a gr ees with 
the followinu as practicable and advisable, and it is therefore 
su:gested tha t these ideas oe included i n a r e ply to the Pr~e 
Lin1ster, if sent before Admiral i\:ins ' s r e turn : 

..;;Lctv .... ..,__, ,;~;?. " .. 1 ' ';Jl.,,., L!- . . • ·u tJI......... -· -
"I a{;ree that anti- submarinG/ craft , whether 

British or ;unerican, should be assi _.,ned to opera te 
in those areas where thei r services are most urgent l y 
needed as t he i ntensity of the U-bcat campai g n shi fts . 
It appears to ~e this di sposit on can best be decided 
upon fr= time to ti=-.e by the Combined Chiefs of Staff . 

"Due to the need for active employment of all anti­
submarine craft immedi a t ely upon being available after 
completi on , it appears to •ne to be imprac t i cable to 
establi sh a strategic pool of such cra ft i f by this 
is meant a reserve pool of vessels not actually oper a t­
in~ offensi vely a _a inst enemy submarines . 

"In the al :..oca tion of anti- sub:no.rine craft prior 
to completion the primary consi dera t i on should be 
~he expeditious completion of these craft f or active 
oper ations . d uch a llocation should therefore be made 
in accorda nce with the pr ospect ive availability of 
essential eq uipment , whether Brit i sh or A.lllerioan . 
',/hether or not availability of equip6lent i s the 
BOvernin!; fa ctor 1 t woul d see.:~ that a l loc11tion can 
beat ue accomplished through t he mchinery of the _ /A 
c~moined, Chie1's of ~taff . " J '~-< ...//~< Wr·. ~:l.. .I 'l/" , tt v-, 

I NcA ,. I ,.,.._~ ;~r~C v,...., f t7-'"' .-/ 
/ ~---Q 

;t- . ·; ~( ''//1.':;;"' . ; "' ' . ~ I' .. / 

;.J ( 1',,~/-,., ~:/ ' / "'/r'? / ·. \,-~l'e<.< 'V 
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TH 1!: WH ITE H O U SI!: 

W ASHINGTON 

F!lOI! 1 OPIIA V 
TOo A1l.BR1CA'' E:!!!ASSY , u:>NDON July 27, 1942 . 

FOR FORMER NAVAL PERSON FRO:: T~ ppr.:smEllT NO . 170 

The three musketeers arrived safely this afternoon and 

the wedding is still scheduled. 

I am, of course , ver y happy in the result and especially 

in the successful meeting of minds. 

I cannot help feeling that the past week represented a 

t urning point in the whole war and that now we are on our 

way shoulder to shoul der. 

I agree with you that secrecy and speed are vital and 

I hope the October date can be advanced. 

I will t al k with Marshall in regard to scale of supplies 

and equipment in terms of tonnage and in terms of the U. K. 

importations of food and r aw materials . 

Also I will do my best to get the air squadron on the 

Russian southern flank . I fully agr ee that this should be 

done . 

ROOSEVELT 

Released at 1905, JUl y 27, 1942. 

c;-: .4 . A1 e (!.L..!,~·---­
JOI~' L. !'cCl'F.A ~ 
Ccptlt.in , n . S . !lo.vy 
Aide DECLASSIFIED 

17 Depu~Archivio t o! the U.S • . , ~· ·~ra~ 
Date 71 
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- JULY 29, 1942 

TO: FOR!m\ NAVAL PERSON 

NO. 171 

I ACREE WI'111 YOU 'iliA T YOUR REPLY TO S'l' ALIN !.!US'l' BE 

HMIDLED \'liTH GR.EJ.T Ct.RE. rl: HA\'E GOT ALWAYS TO BEIJ\ Ili ll.IliD 

':'HE PERSONALITY OF OUR ALLY /.ND THE VJ:l!Y DD'FICULT AND 

Dl.liG£ROUS SITUI.TIOa THAT COl\f'R)l:TS !!Ill. 110 OIIE CAl! BE EY.PECT.ED 

TO JJ'PROACH THE t.AR FROII A WORLD POUlT OF vm. tHOSE COUNTRY 

HAS BEEN INVADED. I THn:K \',E SHOULD TRY TO PUT OURSELVES IN 

HIS PLACE. 

I THit;;<: liE SHOULD BE TOLD, IN THE FIRST PLACE, QUITE 

SPE.CIFICALLY THAT t.E HAVE !lE'l'Eruii!m> UPON A oour.sE OF ACTiml IN 

1942. I T!Ut.X THAT l.lT!fCU'l' ADVISII\G HDl OF THE PJ!l,CISE I!A'l'l'RE 

OF OUR PROPOSED OPERATIONS Ttl}; t'ACT THAT Tlll:.Y AP.E GOING TO BE 

IU.DE SHOULD BE TOLD HDI 'r.l'THOU'l' ANY ~UALIFICA'!'ION. 

l'iHILE I THit.X THAT YOU SHOULD NOT RAISE All'! FALSE HOPES IN 

STALIN RELATIVE TO THE NQRTJilmN COtNOY, IJlM'JlTHELESS I AGREE 

Y.lTH YOU THAT f.E SliOULD RUN OliE IF THERE IS All'! POSSIBILITY OF 

SUCCESS, IN SPI'l'B OF THE GREAT RISi< IJIVOLVED. 

j I. I W. STill.. HOFEFUL THAT 1\E CAN PUT AIR POI'•ER DIRECTLY ON 

THE BJSSIA/1 mmr AIID I All DISCUSSTh"C THAT !LATTER HERE. I 

: 

- · 

the u. 8. 
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BELIEVE 11' WOULD 8E Utii';ISE TO PROUISJ:: THIS AIR POi'o1:1! ONLY ON 

OONDI'tlON THAT THE BATTI.E IN EGYPT COES lot.l.L. RUSSIA 1 S tiEED 

IS URGE!rr AND llC.!EDI.I!'f·E. I HAVE A Fl:El.II\0 IT lfOULD MEA/I A 

G.'lEI T DEAL 1'0 THE RUSSIAN ARIIY AND THE RUSSIAN PIDPLE IF THEr 

imu; SOUE OF OUR AIR FORCE YiAS FIGHTII\0 MTH TIIDJ IN A 11ERX 

DIRECT !.IAllllER. 

WHILE ViE lo!AY BELI EVE THAT THE PRES:F-;NT AND PROPOSED USE OF 

OUR COMBINED AIR FORCES IS STRATEGICALLY THE BEST, tlEVIllTI!l'lLESS 

I FEEL THAT STALIN DOES t!Cil' AGREE \'liTH THIS. STALIN, I DIAGINE, 

IS IN t.'O l!OOD TO ENGAGE IN A THEORE'I'ICAL STRAn:GlCAL DI SCUSSION 

AIID I AIL SURE. T!IJ,of OTHER TIWI OUR loiAJOR 'oi"ERATION WE ENTDIPRISE 

' 'THAT ioOULD SUIT KI M THE BEST IS DIRECT AlP. SUPPORT ON THE . 
SOUTHERJI nlD OF IllS FROI·lT. 

"nlens~rl at 1320, f: '·T , July 29, H l42, 

JOl!ll L. !~ort>F.., ~· . 
Cuota.in , t' .~f. » .. ··· ·~ · ·· 

J:aval Al de to t he "resident 
IIZCLASSI?In 

BJ Deputy Arcbivlat or the U. B . 
., tog\hoo...t 
Date 0 CT 1 2 1911 
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF" STATE 

WASHINGTON 

July 29, 1942 

My dear~. President : 

In accordance with the wishes you ~!J~Pressed to me 

on the telephone this morning, I am sending you herewith 

the telegram ror you to send to Mr. Churchill with regard 

to Chiang Kai-shek1 s message . I presume that you will 

wish to have this message sent by Captain lloCrea through 

the Navy code . 

I think I should add, however , that I do not believe 

the message as now drafted will be productive of any use­

ful results . All of the information we have in the De­

partment of State confirms the views e~reased .by Chiang 

Kai-shek that a desperately serious situation is going to 

break out in India after the meeting of the Indian Nation­

al Congress on August 6 . This is a question of vital con­

cern to our own military and naval interests in the Far 

East. It would seem to me that the services of repre­

sentatives of the American Government and of the Chinese 

Government as friendly intermediaries between the Indian 

The President, 

The White House . 
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National Congress and the British Government miGht serve 

in bringing about some satisfactory arrangement which 

would hold during the war period and c culd in any event, 

in view of the critical nat ure of the situation now exist-

ing, do no harm, 

Bel ieve me 

Enc . 

yours , 

~ . . 
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PR£PARIHO OFftC:i 
WILL I HOICATf Wl .... rHEft 

• 1"'11 rate Collect Oay letter 
~lght letter 

TELEGRAM SENT 

TO at TR.\NSMrrTEO 

St:CRCT 

CONfiOCNTIAl 

RE$TRICTtO 

CLCAft 

PARlAJit 
Ch;uge Ocpilrtment: 

Full rate 
Day letter 
Hight letter 

B~parfltttnt of ~tau 

Charg~ to 

$ 
July 29., 1942 

I f"" 1:/ 
FROM: OPNAV 

TO ALUSlU, LONDON 

FOR THE FORMER NAVAL PERSON 

FROM THE PRESI DF;NT NO. 172. 

I have today received a lone and urgent message 

from Chiang Kai-shek-. - He asks me to regard this mes­

sage as stri ctly confidential , but in view of its 

nature I naturally wish to inform you immediately of 

its contents . 

The fol lowing is the text of this message : 

QUOTE Vlith both sides remaining adamant in their 

views, the I ndian situntion has reached an extremel y 

tense and critical stage, I ts development in fact con-

- stitutes the most important factor in determining t he 

oubcome of the United Nations war and especiall y the 

war in the East . The war aims whi ch the anti-aggression 

nat i ons have proclaimed to the world are twofold, first 

to crush brute force and second to secure freedom for all 

mankind. Ii' India should start a movement a gainst Britain 

Enclp/onwl J, or aaains t t he United Nations , this will cause deteriorat ion 

s.nt J, ------- M .. - --·--- 19_ --- - --
1· . ;,, "''~ 't" tt) l~:; S A l) .. , . .., 11 .. ""~'=~ "\?I <:o - ":''"' t. " ! 'TS,...S:l 

......... _.JOff.o'f,..J:OTIII•wrt><• ~---l 
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I'R£ P oVUNO OF"FtC:e: f 
W ILL lt.1>1CAt( WHf"htfH 

lfvtl rtte 
C.llt<t OayltU" 

Nl1ht letttt 

T ELEGRAM S ENT 

10 It l'lA.NSMmt:O 

KeRn 
COMIOOtTW. 

OUTIItCm> 

CUAO 
I'AIITAIIt 

Cllat(t OeparCmuh 
full rate 
Oay lt 1tt r 
Hight letter -2- Wuhingtan, 

Ch11rge to 
$ 

in the Indian situation from whi oh the Axis powers will 

surely reap benefit. Such an eventuality will seriously 

affect the whole course of the IYar ard at the same time 

t he "orld might entertain c:J.oubts as to the sincerity of 

the lofty war aims of the United Nations . This will not 

onl y prove a e;reat di sadvantage to Britain but will also 

reflect discredit to the democratic front . 

At this juncture the United Nations should do their 

best, ~Yhen t here is yet time, to prevent the occurrence 

of such an unfortunate state of affairs . Your country 

is the leader in this war of right against might and 
·• 

Your Excellency's views have always received serious at-

tention in Britain. Furthermore for a long tl.me ths 

Indian people have been expecting the United states to 

come out and take a stand on the side of justice ard 

equality. I therefore venture to lay before you my 

personal views on this question. 

Inevitably Britain will regard the Indian National 

Congress' recent demand as an attmnpt to take advantage 

of her present predicament . The step contemplated by the 

resolution of the Congress i'/ork1n6 Committee, however , 

still leaves sufficient time and opportunity for the 

F.n<lp/tnJ"' ----- -
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POEP ... FIINO OHICit, 
W ILL I NDICAT£ WHf 'UH!R 

(

f ilii rate 
Collect Day letltr 

Night leH~r 

Charge Oep:.r~mel'l tl 

TELEGRAM SENT 

mepartmeut nf ~tate 

TO 8£ TRA.'iSJ.trTrCD 

SECRET 

CONFIOCN'ri AI,. 

RESlRICl£0 

(LEAR 

PART AIR 
.. full rate 

Dly lttter 
Night letter 

tho.rge to 

W llJhingtan, 

s 
~eaching of an agreement . During my ~ecent visit to 

India, I e~nestly advised the Indian people to conside~ 

their primary duty to join the ant i-agg~ession front in 

a common s t ruggle for mankind. 

Fron the point of vie\1 of the Indian people, the~ 

cons i stent purpose is to secure national ~eedom. With 

this obj ect in view the Indian National Congress , in 

seeking national independence, is dominated by sentiment 

~ather than by reason. Consequently I believe attempts at 

repression in the form of eithe~ public censure or fo~ce, 

whethe~ military or police with a view to compelling the 

I ndian people to capitulate, will have the opposite ~esult. 

From the psycholo0i cal poi nt of view of the Indian, 

he conside~s th at India before attaining her national 

f reedom 1s not the master of he~ own vast terri tory and 

abundant resources. Just because he owns nothing, he has 

nothing to be afraid of . Moreove~ beyond nati onal inde­

pendence and freedom he demands nothing of the world . 

L i kewise the Indi an people as a whole only desi~e free­

dom for their country and their only expe ctation is that 

the United nations would sympathize with them i .n their 

asp~ation. 

~~~-----------
s.nt lr!opnatqr - ---· M., ···-··--·• 19_ -------

• • • • M\'UII• I.'Ol .. IO'r'o•eetf iU t_J.,..., 
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PRl':PARIIri.%) Off!U1 
W ILL l r.;OoiC4flf WHEl~(~ 

!riAl ute 
Colltcl O.at letter 

Nf&ht ltltet 

TELEGRAM S ENT 
TO u TIII'U.s"m-to 

owt<T 

co'"D(Hrw. 
RUT"tCTtO 

a.wt 
PAIItTAIR 

Chvse Oep;u1ment1 
full rate 

Jl~parf:tmnt nf &tate 
Day l•tter 
Hight ltttcr W aihlnglon, 

Chorce to 
$ 

The Indian people are by nature of a passive dispos~­

tion but are apt to 3 0 to extremes . I think that in 

launching its freedom movement today whan A.'tiS aggress~n 

ia a pressing reality, the I ndian Congress must have felt 

in their hearts a certain amount of anguish. If however 

the United li ations should show them no sympathy ani pursue 

a lal.ssez-faire policy and t hereby cause them to despair, 

I greatly fear that !ollo''1il\G the l!ational Congress meet­

ins in Au:;ust there is danger c£ the si.tuation getting 

out of control , In case an anti- Bri t1sh movemert or 

some other unfortunate incident occurs in India . the 

United !lations war in the East will be adverse ly affected 

immediately. For tile sal{e of our common vic tory thl 

united !lations must seek to stabilize the Indian situa­

tion and to secure the Indian peoplo•s participation in 

the joint war effort . 

The United Nations de pend upon India for her to 

contr ibute to the war whereas the Indian people have 

little need to depend upon the outside world. From 

their own point or view their movement !or i ndependence 

and freedom is not some.thins new that has. come into 

exiatence a!tor the outbreak of the war , Hence they do 

·--- M., _ ·--- 19_ 

.. 
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PA(I'AIItiHQ OHIC. • WII.L lhOICAllt WHa'IHCit 

\

f\111 tale 
Collect Oay M1t«r 

N .... 11t11" 

TELEGRAM S ENT 

llepartm.ent nf ,;tate 

TOOt TlU"'SiWmtO 

sa:•n 
CO"triO(IfTW. 

IUtJtiC'Tto 

CUAII 
,,~~ .,. ... Cbr&4 Dtpartmtnh 

run tate 
Oaylen~r 
KIBblltlltt - 5- W <~~hington, 

Charge to 
$ not stop to think whether their movement will have any 

harmf'ul effect on the world situa.t ion. This being the 

case they have no hesltation 1n tal<int; wha tever steps 

they may think necessary in i'urtheranc e of the 1r national. 

movement. 'ilhether they are right or wrong is immaterial. 

The fact remains they have now already become irresp onsive 

t o even well-considered public o pinion or a realistic 

analysis of India's real interests. Once they ab andon 

hope of an amicable settlement, they are liable to talce 

any risk without hes i tation even to the extent of sacri­

ficing themselves and others . 

The only way to make them reconsider their course of 

action is for the United !lations , and especially the 

United States whi ch t h ey have always admired, to come 

forth as third parties and to offer ~~em sympathy and 

consolation. This will help them to regain their sense 

of proportion and strengthen their faith that there 1s 

justice in this world. Once the aituation is eased it 

can be stabilized and the Indian people , grateful to the 

United lfations for what they have done , will willingly 

participate in the war . Otherwise the Indian people in 

despair will have the same feel1ne; towards other members 

~~-----------

Smlil'---·---M- - ---19-------
.._._ ____ ..... , .......... , 
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PREPARI HO Of'f'IC:t 
Wll.L IN'OICAl f Wt1Eft1Eit 

TQ Bt TR-'NS~IriTtO , 

If ull rate 
Collect O•y lett<r 

Night Iotter 
Charge Department: 

full rate 

TELEGRAM SENT 

ilepartment nf ~fate 

CONPIO£NTIAL 

RtsTRICT[O 

CLEAR 

PART AIR 

O:~.y ltttu 
Night letter -6- W <Uhington, 

Chafge to 

S of the United !Ia tions as towards Britain and when this 

comes to pass it will be the world's greatest traBedy 

in which Britain is not the only loser , 

So far as Br1 tain is concerned she is a great coun­

try an:i i n recent years she has been pursuine; an en­

lightened policy towards her colonial possessions , She 

is one of the principals in this war against a ggression, 

On the other hand India is a weak country. Wit h this 

unprecedent edl y extensive war i n progress, na t urally 

things cannot be handled in the ordinary manner . It is 

my opinion that i n order to uphold the British Empire's 

prestige end safeguard her real interes ts , the British 

should unhesitati ngly show extraordinary courage, fore­

bearance, farsightedness and resolution by removing the 

causes •nhich tend t o a13gravate th e situation, In this 

way the deceptive Axis propagandists wi l l h ave no occasion 

to take advanta13e of these causes, 

Should h owever the s ituation be all01ved to drift until 

an anti- British movement breaks out in I ndia, any attempt 

on the part of the British to cope with the crisis b y 

enforcing existing c olonial l aws ?r by resorting to 

military and police force, will only help to spread 

~~~-----------
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Day letter 
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Chuge to 
s disturbances an:i t urmoil . The greater t he oppression, 

the greater the reaction. Even i f such measures should 

prove effective in curbing the non-violence movement , 

the spi r i tual loss and blow to the United Nations will 

far exceed that resul tins f rom any reverse in the riel~ 

Such a situation will pa.rticularly be detrimental to 

Bntain•s interests . 

There is no doubt a section of the Indian people 

which, having lost their sense of proportion, is asking 

i f India will never attain freedom, what choice does sp~ 

have between Britain an:i Axis Powers . Thi s mistaken idea 

the United Nations shoul d of course do everything possible 

t o correct . On the other hand the wisest and most en-

lightened policy far Bri tain to pursue 1nuld be to restore 

t o India her complete freedom end thus to prevant Axis 

troops f r om setting foot on Indian soil. I f Britain 

would reorientate her present attitude and spirit, I f irmly 

believe that not only wi l l Indian sentiment towards Britain 

undergo a radical change for the better but Britain's ac­

tion Will have an ameliorating effect on t he whole si Illa­

t ion. Therefore I earnestly hope that the Un1ted States 

would advise both Britain and I ndia in the name of justice 

Enctp/wni Jv and righteousness to seek a reasonable and satisfactory 

s.nt Jv opnaiM ···---··-- M., -······--• 19_·_ , -------
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Charge lo 

s solution !.'or this a.f't.'ects v1 tally the welfare of mankind 

and has a direct bearing on the good faith and good name 

of the United Nations . The United States as the acknowl-

edged leader of democracy has a natural and vital role to 

play i n bringins about a successful solution of the 

problem. 

In saying so I have not the slightest intention to 

arouse a t tention b y exaggerated statements . The war aims 

of the United Nations and our common interests at stake 

make it impossible for me to remain silent, An ancient 

Chinese proverb says : INNERQUOTE Good medic i ne , though 

bitter, cures one's ill ness; words of sincere advice, 

though unpleasant , should guide one's conduct , END 

I NNERQUOTE. I sincerely hope that Britain wi ll mag-

nanimously and resolutely accept my words of disinter­

ested advice, howev~r unpleasant they may be, and believe 

that tmy are voi ced in the common interests of the United 

nations . 

In view of the critical situation and in view of 

Chi na's responsi bilities as a member of tm United Nations, 

I have ventured to offer you my views , This despatch is 

strictly confidential , It i s only for Your Excellency' s 

EntlpAmi ~,personn.l reference , I hope Your Excellency will give the 

S.nl hv operator---··----- M., -·- .• 19_ -------
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Cbuge to 
s 

minutest consideration to such practical measures as . 

1v111 break the existing deadlock and avert a crisis, 

I shall pers ever a in my efforts . !.iy only feeling is 

that the United Nations should l ose no time in adopt ing 

a correct policy towards the Indian situation and in 

strivi ng for its real ization so that our entire war ef­

fort will not suffer a major setback, I ardent l y hope 

Your Excellency will favor me with your sound judgJnent , 

UNQUOTE 

I shall have to gi ve a repl y to Chiang Kai-shek 

in the near future and I shall be grateful if you will 

let me have as soon as possible your thoughts and any 

suggestions you may wish to offer with regard to the 

na ture or the reply I should make to him, 

U:'?W:DJ.IK 

&xiplwnl"' - -----

Sml "' opcro~qr ·-·----· M .. -- ·---.. /9 _ _ , 
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