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From_Am Embassy, London
To__The iresident of the linited States

Copies furnished or noled:

No, XXXC 74, May 1, 1942

From former Naval person to Fresident
Humber 83 many thanks for your messagc Number 143,
¥e shall cf course examine King's proposals with
the utmost care the moment they arrive.

Prime

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., Stuie Dept. tel., 3-20-T@

By R, H. Parkas B.“'Mﬁ'f = 1972
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

May 1, 1942

— 1:47 P M.

From. EMBASSY LONDON

To_  The President of the United ctates

Copies furnished as moted:

Action Copy

No 75 May 1, 1942

From former Naval Person to President personal

an’ gu—. . N0 BL.

Thank you for your telegram number 142 which
is of great help to us. Ve have drafted terms which we
propose that the force Commander should, if he ecan, put
to the Governor at the earliest possible moment. After
stating that the territory cannot be alloved to suffer
the fate of Indo China end that it should be made avail-
able to those forces which are fighting to restore freedom
of the world an! secure the liberation of France and
French Territory, the Governor is summoned to surrender
the territory mconditionally and is given the following
agsurznces. The territory will remain French. Those
who elect to retwrn to France will be repatriated as
opportunity offers. The salaries and pensions of all
officials who elect to cooperate will be provided for.
Trade with the United Nations will be restored and the
territory will receive 211 the economic benefits accorded
to those French Territories which have already Jjolned the
United Hﬂtioﬂﬂ!

In view of your telegram, 1 am including a state-
ment that the operation has the full approval of The
Government of The United States, unless 1 hear from you
that vou see ohjection to this.

In gddition to your commmication to the French
lmbassador Vashington 1 woulq urge that it is essential
that the same messagze should alsc be delivered to Petain
or Laval at the earliest possible moment in order that they
may know what is afoot before the news reaches Vichy from
Ironclad. I would suggest that vou telegraph the text of
your communication FN Clair to Lr. Tuck as soon as you hear
from us that the operation has been launched. This will
be done by code word through Field Larahal £i1l, and if
a1l goes well the news should reach you between 8:00 PM
and 11:00 PM Eastern Standard time on Monday, Lth Lay.

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by EBritiesh
Govt., Stote Lept. tel., 3-28-78
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

LONDON

To The President of the United States

Copies furnizhed s moled:

Message No 75 - Page 2 -

rM’u.
This will mean that your jl(c at Vichy will have to act any
time after 3:00 AM Tuesday, 5th May Vichy Local Time.

If for any reason, such as weather, the operation
has te be postponed, the force Commander will naturally
maintain wireless silence and we shall receive no news
for 24 or perhaps LB hours. '

PRIME

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED
Govi., Stae Dapt.
By R. H. Parks Date

by British
tel., 3-20-72

MAY
. . T
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washingten, D. C,

May 1, 1942

=, - 10481 M.

LONDOGH — =l

To.THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

44 Ly

Copies furnished as noled:

Action Copy

MNo. 76 KEX May 1lst, 1942

Former Haval person to President personal and

Hﬁﬂ- 35.

With very great respect what you: suggest is
beyond our power to fulfil. Admiral King has ex-
pressed opinion that our transstlantic escorts are
already too thin. Reduction proposed would dis-
locate convoy system for & weeks during which if
ienemy switched from your east cﬁast to mid ocean

disastrous consequences might follow to our main life

Nine.

moreover difficulty of Russian convoys cannot
be solved merely by anti submarine craft. Ienmy

heavy ships and destroyers may at any time strike.

j[Even on this present I convoy we have been attacked

by hostile destroyers which were beaten off with

damage to one of ours, IEdinburgh, one of our best

G inch cruisers has been badly damaged by U-boats and
is being towed to Murmansk where Trinidad, damaped last
convoy, is still ninned. Just now I have received

pews that [ling George V has collided with our

_HEGHADE? UECLASBIFIED by British
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C,

o
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Copirs furmished as moled:

Action Copy

rage 2 No. 76 XXXC from London May 1lst, 1942
destroyer Funjabi, Punjnbi being sunk and her depth
charpes exploding have damaged King George V.
Difficulty of Nussian convoy escorts is therefore

at lenst as much surface ships of high fighting
guality as of anti submarine craft. Ye have made
desperate attacks on Tirpitz in Trondheim but alas
althouﬁh near the target have not achieved any damage,.

I beg you not to press us beyond our judgment
in this operation which we have studied most intently
and of which we have not yet been able to measure the
full strain. I can assure Mr. President we are
absolutely extended and I could not press the
Admiralty further.

6 chips from Iceland have already arrived at the
Clyde and their reloading ought to begin forthwith. 3
convoys every 2 months with either 35 or 25 ships in
each convoy according to experience represent extrenme
limit of what we can handle. Tound is cabling separately

to Admirasl King.

PRIME

' B

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British

SLEFatE SatE ~ARETELAE LALUN BEDE TS UNE. SAE0RE FE5LE BT, m‘ltatu 'ﬂup‘ . tol. 3 3-29=782
By R M. Purke  Hite 3 07)
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! Cablegram - Cermn

Received st the War Department Message Center

t Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washingten, D. C.
ot __707m M,
From lLondon
To The President of the United “tates *
a L “The White ;uuﬁn : R
Coples furnishod e woled: || st0, x¥¥C 77 Yny Tth

I Former Naval nr“;n to President Yo, 88.

Delighted to hear your good news from the
Solombns,
rime 3 -
| REGRADED UFOLASSIFIVC Y Sea0-18
| :;v;.:‘n. parks  Date yay 51972
kol - |
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v CABLEGRAM i

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

May 12, 1942

7:15 A M.

London

To The President of the United States
White House

Number 5§, May 12th, 1842, XXXC
Number 87 Former Naval Person to President

e ——e—

| personal and gl

Para 1. The evidence at present available
shows that Japanese carriers are equipped with
striking forces of fighter dive bombers in large
numbers. Hitherto we have assessed our fighter strength
as that necessary to meet the torpedo carrier or large

dive bomber of which a considerably lesser number can be

operated by the enemy. It is necessary to increase our
own fighter aircraft strength in Eastern fleet carriers.
Para 2. Your very generous help in the delivery of
lfighter aircraft will permit us to operate a large in-
crease for a time but owing to our gquota ending this
September and not restarting until 1943 we cannot con-
tinue to operate the fighter strength desired. A loan

| of 200 Martlets (which are the ideal aircraft for

the purpose) has been asked for through the MAB repeat
MAE to be delivered between now and Decehber 1842, 1
should be very grateful for your help in this matter

which I regard as most important and urgent,
REGRADED UNCLASSIFIZD by British

Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-88-718
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

M.

To

| Page #2 Number 78, May 12t£, 1942, KKKC_
Para 3. There is another urgent matter to which I
would like to draw your attention, namely the early sup-
ply of transport aircraft for our airborne forces. As
you know we hope to use our airborne forces in operations
this summer but our ability to do so depends largely on
the supply of transports from the -United States. With-
out this help, our airborne forces can only be lifted
at the cost of the bombing offensive against Germany.
Para 4, Under Portals agreement with Arneld, we
| have already beea premised a considerable number of
transports but the most useful types will arrive too late
| for our purpose, Our immediate need, therefore, is to

receive the largest possible number of American trans-

ports within the next few weeks at the eEpense, if
necessary, of supplies later in the year.. I therefore
ask whether you could let us have 200 American trans-
ports as early in June as possible,

Para 5. In this connection I would %ike also to
suggest that American airborne units should be sent at

the same time to train and operate alongside our own

BERIFORN=FRTF. ~AREECAN BALEN BEON €0, IRE, SILGEARL FALip B 7.
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

To

Page #3 Number 78, May 12th, 1942, XXXC

in this country. Should this suggestion meet with your
approval I need hardly say that we shoild be delighted

to have your troops with us and they would be assured of
a warm welcome from our own airborne forces which Harsh#ll

reviewed with me when he was over here,

Prime

BEEFFORNN=FAT D ~ANTR|CAN LALid GOOE (8. IR0, NERGLRE FALAE. 0. ¥,
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E—— May 12, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY TO THE JOINT CHIEFES OF STAFF

There is forwarded herswith a copy of a deapatch
recelved from the Prime Minlater this date.
It is requested that the Joint Chiefs of Staff

prepare draft of reply for the President.

Very respsctfully,

JOHM L. McCREA,
Captain, U. S. Havy,
Haval Aide to the President.

DECLASSIFIED
lg By Deputy prchivist of the U.5. :
. gy N. J. Stewart nmam__ﬂ.m
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— Cehlegram - CSWD

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D, C,

May 20, 1942

8:50 P, M.

London

To President of 'the United States

No B0 May 20th, 1842,

Personal and "o Presidant no 88. Your no
147, =

We understand and respect the generous impulse
which inspires the United States air force to engage
American lives in the conflict at the earliest moment.
God knows we have no right to claim undue priority in
the ranks of honour. Let us each do our utmost. So
| may it be to the end.

The sole objective must be the maximum air impact
on the enemy, month by month. We have both of us to
find together the highest fulfilment of this irrespective
| of whether British or United States pilots man the
aircraft,

i For this purpose a common expansion plan is
necessary, and a ruthless serutiny of reserves, dis-
crepancies or anything clogging the pipelines., Flease
| send Arnold and Towers at the earliest possible moment.

| We shall lay everything before them. Portal will return

with them and if necessary I will come myself.

e PTEAT AESTETEN o T
RECHADED LASSIT1IE ¥ 1
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

CE— M

moisRAl

HEIED by Bpitigh

(Fl= 1" 4 4

b Depi. tel., 3-20-78

2 By R. H. Farks Late o

. mAY a7n

Page 2, No 80 May 20, 1942 from London

I ought to tell you however that as we understand
it, General Armolds proposals for revision of the
allocations of American aireraft to the Royal Air force
mean the loss of nearly 5000 aeroplanes to us this vear.
The effect would be to reduce by over 100 squadrons
(nearly 2000 first line aernplnne§] the force which
| we had planned to have in action by the spring of 1943,
Dependent on your expected deliveries we have already
taken into service and are now training pllots, crews
and mechanics for this plan, and ancillary equipment
‘ of all kinds will be available for it. Indeed, we have

in active theatres of War awaiting aeroplanes at this
moment about 30 squadrons, some of them veteran units
which have lost their equipment in action.

I hope Mr President you will not take any final
decision without considering how these hundred squadrons
are to be replaced by American units on the various
battle fronts by the dates expected. Without your
assurance on these points the whole structure of our
plans wéuld collapse, and an entirely new view of the War

s
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washingten, D. C.

PI—— — Lk

To b

Page 3. No B0 May 20, 1942 from London

would have to be taken. Former Naval person

PRIME

REGRADED UMOLASSIFIED by British
Govt., Siste Dept. tel., 3-28-72

By R. B. Parvks  Date.., ..,

R .

RN PRI R AN R AR RALES B00E 4D, (0. RiIAGAEE FaLLe & ¥,

1157



	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008
	0009
	0010
	0011
	0012
	0013
	0014

