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Received at the War OeparlmtDt Mettaa-e Cent~r 
Room 3441 Munitiont Bldr .• Wathinrton, D. C. 

!.!ny 1, 1~<:2 

-

7:47 • " . M. 

From An• EDbassy , London 

Action Copy 

• 

To Tho : re~idcnt of the United States 

No. XXXC 74, Mny 1, 1$42 

From former 1\nvnl person to !'r esi dent 

Number 83 mnny thnnks for your messn('"o Number 143. 

t'e shall of course cxnminc King's pr oposals with 

the utmost cnrc the moment they arrive. 

Prime 
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Received at the War Department Meu&ge Center 
Room 3441 Munition• Bldr .. Wuhin&ton, D. C. 

!Jay l , 1942 

1;47 PM. 

From u!BASSY LO:IOON 

Action Copy 

To The Presi dent of tho Unitod States 

No 75 !lay l , 1942 

From fonner Naval Per son to Presi dent personal 
an ~ . No 8~ . 

--~ 
Thank you for your t elegram nUJ'!Ibor 142 which 

is of J!T88t help to us. lie have crafted tenns which we 
propose that the force Corer.>.anller shoul~., if he can, put 
to the Governor at the earliest possi ble moment. After 
stating that the territory cannot be allo ·;ed to suffer 
the fate of Indo China and tha t i t should be r.ade avail­
able to those forces which are fighting to restore f r eedom 
of the world an · secure the liber ation of France and 
French Territory, the Governor is s \llm'.oned to surrender 
the terri tory unconditionally a.nd is p,1 ven the following 
assurances. The territory wi.ll remain French. Those 
who elect to return to Fr ance will be repatriated as 
opportunity offers. The salaries and pensions of all 
officials who elect to cooper:~te 'ldll be provided for . 
Trade with the United Nations will be restored and the 
ter ritory will r eceive all the economic benefits accorded 
to those French Territories which have already joined t he 
United Nations . 

In vie·.-. of your teleBt"am, I ao including a state­
ment that the operation has the full approval of The 
Government of The United States, unless I hear from you 
that you see objection to this. 

In .• ddition to your cor.nunication to the French 
Ambassador 'iA \~ashington 1 woulrt urge that it ia essential 
that t ho same message should also be delivered to Petain 
or Laval at the earliest possible moment in order that they 
rr.ay know what is afoot before the news reaches Vichy from 
Ironclad. 1 woulc suggest that vou telegraph the text of 
your communication EN Clair to Cr . Tuck as soon as you hear 
from us that the operati on has been launched . This will 
be .done by code wor d through Field l.!ar shal Dill, and 1! 
all goes well the ne"s shoul l reach you betv.-een 8 : 00 I'll 
and ll:r<> Pll Eastern Standard t1Jr.e on llonday, 4th ~.ay. 

REGRADED UliCLASSIF lF:' by Sr· ttfth 
Gov t ., Stn~u oopt . t•l . , 3 - 29-72 

"•·--··~· .. ~·~11 K. H. Pahi nato 
MAY 51972 
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Received at the War Department MeaMae Center 
Room 3HI MunitioM Blda .. Wuhinaton, D. C. 

Frfiiiii~---.:LOI:.::.:I;:OO::N::.._ _ _____ _ 

To The President of the United St ates 

Message No 75 - Page 2 -

A·'~\\ 

_ __ _.M. 

I; i: : • '!'his will mean that your )l«c at Vichy v.'ill have to act any 
• time after 3:00 AM Tuesday, 5th Uay Vichy Local Time. 

If for any reason , such as weather, the operation 
bas to be postponPd, tho force Commander will naturally 
maintain wireless silence and "e shall reeei ve no ne'IIS 
for 24 or perhaps 4B hours. 

PRDIE 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Br itish 
Govt . . Stu' u Dept. tel., 3-29-72 
Br R. B. Parks Date 

"fAY .i i9i l 

1 1 4 7 
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Received at the War Department Mesa.age Center 
Room 3441 Munition• Bldg., Wa•hington, D. C. 

~!ay 1, 1912 

AC-~ 

1 0'.\0P M ....:.;;~'----- . ~-
From•--------~L~O~·~~~p~·~O~N_______________ -- I 

Copiufutnishtd IJJ nt>lt.d: 

Action 

To THT:: !·'RESIDEU'f OF 'fll~·: UNI 'fED f'T/tT.Ef' 

No. 'IG XXi:C U~y 1st , 1942 

Former Navnl person to l?rcsi clent personal nnd 

. 85 . 

~lith very gr eat 1'CS;::>ec t whnt you · s ugr;est is 

our powe1· t o fulfi l . Admiral r: ing has ex-

opinion that our transa tl antic escorts are 

too thin. :ledu ction p roposed wou l d dis-

east coast to mid ocean 

moreove r diffi c ulty of Russian convoys cannot 

sol ved merely by anti subma1·ine craft. Eenmy 

avy s h i p s and destroyers may a t any t ime stri ke . 

on this pr esent I! convoy we have been attacked 

hosti l e destroyers which were beaten off with 

t o on a of ours . Eclinbuq;h , one of our bes t 

i 11ch c r uiser s has been badly damat;ed by U- boats and 

s being towed to l!urmnnS)< \'lher e Trini dad , damaged last 

voy , is s t i ll pinned. Just now I h Rve r eceived 

cws that rang George V has collided wi tb our 
REGRADED UliCLJ.SSII'lZD by Sr i tisb 

it'M51972 
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Received at the War Department Ma~ace Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldr .. WuhiOllton. D. C. 

Fro"'------~-0=~~~~~~~~~....,.,..:~:~:='-- ....:.....:.---
_ ___ M. 

r age 2 :ro . 7G XXXC from London llay lst, 1942 

dest r oyer I'unjabi, Punjnbi being sunk and her <lcp th 

charges exploding hn ve damn god JCing George v. 

Difficulty of Russian convoy escorts is therefore 

at least as much surf ace sh ips of high fightin (r 

quality as of anti submarino craft. \le have mnde 

desperate a ttacl<s on "ri r 9i tz i n Trondheim but nlns . 
although near the target have not achieved nny damage. 

I beg you not to press us beyond our judgment 

in this operation which wo have s tudied most intently 

and of which we have not yet been able t o measure the 

full stra i n. I can assur e Ur . ~resident we nrc 

absolutely extended and I could not press the 

Admiralty further. 

G nhips from Iceland have already arr ived nt t he 

Clyde nncl their reloadi ng ought to begin forthwith. 3 

convoys every 2 months with either 35 or 25 s hips i n 

each convoy accorcling to experience represent extreme 

limit of what \70 cnn handle. r>ound is cabli ng sopnrntely 

to fl<lmiro.l King. 

l.'IUME 

114 9 
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Raved ot tlwo Wu [),portmcDt M-C...ter 
Room 3441 M...Utioao Blclc .. WoohiDCtoJ>, D. C. 

.,1'1 u. 

From r,. 1 

To 'i'hc ~,.<',.Jc:rtnt of th<' ''nlt<>n ~tllt<'o 

'Th<' \'ih t t<' 'lou~:o 

:lo . XY.XC 77 l!oy 7th 
. ' 

!'nrmcr ,·avl11 crt:on to Prrtsident l.o . i>G , 

Dclichtcd t o h<-Ot' your r;ood new!' from the 

2.olor.0ns . 

fl'it'C 
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London 

·------ - --

CABLEGP.A)! 

Received at the War Department Meesage c~ntcr 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C. 

May 12, 1942 

7:15 A M. 

• To The President of the United States 
White House 

Number 78. May 12th, 1942, XXXC 

Number 87 Former Naval Person to President 

personal and I ~ 

Para 1. The evidence at present available 

s hows that Japanese carrierQ &re equipped with 

striking forces of fighter dive bombers in large 

-

numbers. Hitherto we have assessed our fighter strength 

as that necessary to meet the torpedo carrier or large 

dive bomber of which a considerably lesser number can be 

operated by the enemy. It is necessary to increase our 

own fighter aircraft strength in Eastern fleet carriers. 

Para 2. Your very generous help in the delivery of 

fighter aircraft will permit us to operate a large in­

crease for a time but owing to our quota ending this 

September and not restarting until 1943 we cannot con-

tinue to operate the fighter strength desired . A loan 

of 200 Alartlets (which are the ideal aircraft for 

the purpose) has been asked for through the ~AB repeat 

MAB to be delivered between now and Deceaber 1942. I 

should be very grateful for your help in this matter 

which I regard as most important and urgent. 
REGRADED UNCLASSIFI~D by Br itish 
Govt. , s ~·. ~o Dep~ . tel., 3-29-72 

11 51 
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Received at the War Department Me~sage Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg .. Washington, D. C. 

To•------------------------

____ _;,{. 

Page #2 Number 78, llay 12th, 1942. xxxc 

-- --

Para 3. There is another urgent matter to which I 

would like to draw your attention, namely the early s up­

ply of transport aircraft for our airborne forces. As 

you know we hope to use our airborne forces in operations 

this summer but our ability to do so depends largely on 

the s upply of transports from the ·United States . With-

out this help, our airborne forces can only be lifted 

at the cost of the bombing offensive against Germany. 

Para 4. Under ~ortals agreement with Arnold, we 

have already be .. ~sed a considerable number of 

transports but the most useful types will arrive too late 

for our purpose. OUr immediate need, therefore, is to 

receive the largest possible number of American trans-

ports within the next few weeks at t ft• .-pense, if 

necessary, of supplies later in the year . . I therefore 

ask whether you could let us have 200 American trans-

ports.as early in June as possible. 

Para 5 . In this connection I would like also to 
I 

suggest that American airborne units should be sent at 

the s ame time to train and operate alongside our own 

1152 
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Received at the WaT Ocpaitment Mcsso.ge Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bids .. Wuhinston, D. C. 

_ _ _ _ M. 

To•-------------------------

Page #3 Number 78, May 12th, 1942. xxxc 

in this country. Should this suggestion meet with your 

approval I need hardly say that we sho~ld be delighted 

to have your troops with us and they would be assured of 

a warm welcome from our own airborne forces which Marshall 

reviewed with me when he was over here. 

Prime 

,. 

OIIUU .. • I-If .'"'* • lll~n UUI t Ot• (.,. l ll( ,. l l • t U& Ul\ t , ... l . 
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~ u, 1942. 

IIQIOR.IJID11!1 l'OR 

TBE SECRETAR! '1'0 Til! 10DIT CHIE!"S OF STAP'P' 

There is rOI'WIIl'ded hertnrith • cow of • despatch 

receiTed rroa the Pri.ae 111niater thi& date. 

lt ie requested that the 1oint Chiefs or statr 

prep&H draft or repl-y tar the President. 

'/I 
/ 

Very reapecttully, 

10KK L. lleCREA, 
Captain, o. s. 11&'7. 

llaTal .Ude to the President. 

DEOLASSlFIED u s 
i · t of thO • • B Deputy Arch v >B 

7 U.A'i 5..1972 
1 

J Stewart D&.t8•.JlJJJIK:U-..­
~~ _!. _!. ~ 

' -· 
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C2hlpgram 

Received at the: War Department Mcsa.agc Center 
Room 3441 Munition• Bldg •• Waahington, D. C. 

May 20, 1942 

J.ondon 

To president of ·the United States 

No 80 May 20th, 1942. 

CSWD 

8:50 P. M. 

Personal and ~llllll~o Presidant no 88. Your no 

147. 

We understand and respect the generous impulse 

which inspires the United States air force to engage 

American lives in the conflict at the earliest moment. 

C~d knows we have no right to claim undue priority in 

the ranks of honour. Let us each do our utmost. So 

may it be to the end. 

The sole objective must be the maximum air impact 

on the enemy, month by mon~h. We have both of us to 

find together the highest fulfilment of this irrespective 

of whether British or United States pilots man the 

aircraft. 

For this purpose a common expansion plan is 

necessary, and a ruthless scrutiny of reserves, dis-

crepancies or anything clogging the pipelines. Please 

send Arnold and Towers at the earliest possible moment. 

We shall lay everything before them. Portal will return 

with them and if necessary I will come myself. 

-

RtljRkO!~ tr.i:"L.ASSJfr:''"" by e;•TJ t 1 ' 

Co•1 t.. , ,t .. , :, 1. t 1 , : ' ~- fl-

ay h . lJ. I. ~ a · a~o 
MAY 5 19/:' 
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Received at the War Department Measage Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Blda .. Washinaton, D. C. 

___ _ .M. 

H.t' H'' j • ...,. ....... !'!. 
• • ..... ... · • '" l .,. :.n t y ~1• 1 t l ijt1 

~"v~ . · · · >;:.t. tel., 3-29-72 
.,.o 7 ·. d • .-.. r lr.a Date 
' · ---- --- - - IYIA) J l972 

Page 2. No 80 May 20, 1942 from London 

I ought to tell yo~ however that as we understand 

it, General Arnolds proposals for revision of t he 

allocations of American aircraft to t he Royal Air force 

mean the loss of nearly 5000 aeroplanes to us this year. 

The effect would be to reduce by over 100 squadrons 

(nearly 2000 fir st line aeroplanes) the force which 
' . . 

we had planned to have in actiop by the spring of 1943 • 

Dependent on your expected deliveries. we have already 

taken into service and are now training pilots, crews 

and mechan ics for this plan, and ancillary equ ipment 

of all kinds will be available for it. Indeed, we have 

in active theatres of War awaiting aeroplanes at this 

moment about 30 squadr ons, some of them veteran units 

which have lost their equipment in action. 

I hope Ur Pres ident you will not take any final 

decision without considering how these hundred squadrons 

are to be replaced by American units on the various 

batt le frpnts by the dat es expected. Without your 

assurance on these points the whole structure of our 

plans would collapse, and an entirely new view of the War 

115G 
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Received at the War Department Meuage Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Waohinllton. D. C . 

• _ ___ M . .. 
To ~ 

Page 3. No 80 Mey 20, 1942 from London 

would have to be taken. Former Naval person 

PRIMJ;! 

li!GRADED UJICLASS!FIEll by '8r1 tleb 
Gov\. ' Stuto Dop\ . \ el., S-29-72 
BJ R. R. :Parka Dateftlii\V ,... '"17'l 

.,,,,, •• _,,,,....,.,.,..,. •••U n o. ''··••t ,.,.,,._. n •u •' 
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