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Former Naval Person to President personal and_. •• 

Number 89. 

We have done very good work this sod last week with »olotov 

and as Winant will no doubt have informed you we have completely 

transformed the treat;y proposals . The;y are now in riJ:¥ judpent 

free from the objections we both entertained and ere entirely 

compatible with our Atlantic Charter, The treat;y was signed 

;yesterde;y a fternoon with great eordialit;y on both aides, 

llolotov is a statesman and has a freedom or action very 

different from what you and I saw with IJ.tvinov. I am ver;y sure 

you will be able to reach good understandings with him. Please 

let Jlle know your illpreasions. 

So far all hoe gone wall with the Northern Convof but the 

dangers on the next 2 days must necessarily be serious. 

I had an openin8 talk with Arnold and Towers and both are 

coming to me for t he weekend. I am arranging for them to meet 

all our air chiefs and the;y will go into every detail together. 

I have hope that a good arrange...,t will be possible , The 2 

principles seem to be (A) optimum impact on the en~ and 

(B) maximum American contribution thereto . -¢ 
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Mountbetten and Lyttelton will oome together but formers 

visit must be short on account of our common worl< w1 th which 

he is charged. 

I am fully aware of your preoccupations in the Pacii'ic at 

the present time and if you considered it necessary to withdrew 

Washington at once we should quite understand, It is however 

.' most important to complete our concentration in the Indian Ocean 
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Action Copy 

of Vlarspite, Valiant, Nelson and Rodney by the middle of July, 

This can be done if we can retain Washington until King George V 

finishes refitting at the end of June . 

The introducti on of convoys betlleen Key We~t and Hampton 

roads has evidently had the good effect we all expected, but 

the Caribbean end Gul f of .llexico are still very sore spots, 

King and Pound have been in communication about this and I hope 

it may be found possible, even by running risks elsewhere, to 

provide sufficient escort craft to deal with these areas, 

I must express my gratitude for your allocation of ?0 

tankers to build up Uni~ed Kingdom stocks of oil. Without this 

help our stocks would have fallen to a dangerous level by the end 

of the year. This action is the more generous considering recent 

heavy American tanker losses and the sacrifices involved in ra-
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l easing so many ships . 

Pllll!E 

---~M. 
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To Tbe President of the United States 

No. 82, May 27, 1942 

To President No. 90 . 1 am venturing to send -
you a collection of the books I have written, which 

I have had bound up, hoping you will find a place 

for tbem in your sbelves. Kindest good wishes. 

Former Naval Person. 

Prime 

REGRADED m:CLAGSIFIED by Br1t1oc 
Govt. , St ato Dept. tel. ,.A::.?S-72

5 
lSl" 

B7 R. B. Park• Date MAT ' 
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This t E lEgrc.~J must bE 
c l OSEly ilC>.r aphrC>SEd bE­
f or E bEing c :nnt;!Unic nt Ed 
t o anyonE . (i'.IC ) 

SEcrEt a ry of StatE, 

l'i!lshingt on . 

L::mdon 

Do. tEd May ?8 ,·, 1942 

REc 1d 4 :45 n . rn . 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Brit i~~ 
Govt., Stat~ Dept. tel . , S-29-
By R •. B. l'arka Date MAY 5 1971 

Ernbc say ' s 2943, M::~y 27, 11 n . m. 

_ _.FOH THC: i'H!::SIDEi~T F'ROM THE FOUMER N;. v:.L 

?ERSON, 

"No. 91 . Your . 149 . 

OnE. I sEnd l.n my imuEdia t E follot~i n g r Epor t 

of our for mo.L con vErso tion , which c ovErs · B->l Ero, 

SlEdg EhmmnEr an d SupEr-Hound- Up . 
'• 

:.dd1 ti ono. l privntE c onvErsc.t i on lmpr ovEd o.tm,.,s -

:lhErE but did n ot n l t E:r subst'-1nc E. '.'1E madE £lr Ent 

pr ogrEss in i nt ir.w.c y o.nd go :JdW1 11. 

'I'r1o . :·:E or E \'/Or ki ng hnr d v;i t h your .of f l. cEra 

ond nll prE pnr :lt1;ms o.rE proc EEding c'EnsElt:ssy on 

t hE h r g Est scnlE, DickiE will Explain t o you thE 

diff icul tiES of 1942 \'!h En hE arrivES. I havE a lso 

t J l d t h E st,lffs t o s tudy n lending in thE nor th Jf 

Uorr:ny , thE occupntinn of 11hich . st:Er.ts nEcEaanry to . . 
EnsurE thE f l OI'I cf :mr suppliEs nExt y Enr t o Russia . 

I ht:~ vE t old !4ol oto•' ~IE wou l d hnvE s oroEthlng r E"dy f or 

h i r.1 nb out this 
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- 2- #2966, lo!c.y 28, 4 o . u . , froo London 

him obout this t o discuss on his return herE . r··c did 

n ot go deep ly into it in ony way. Pcrsonnlly , I 

s Et g rmt im~ortoncE u pon i t if a good pl an onn bE 

ThrEE . So f a r our norther n convoy is fighting 

its ''~·Y through hr.ving l ost fivE shi ps , sunk or 

turned b~ck , out of 35 . Touorro\1 , 28th, nc ought t o 

b£ gEttipg under the nusaicn air umbre l la if nny 

h'ls bEEn i.I'Ovidcd. Othcrwioc, tvn more d:1ys of 

this . 

F0ur . :.uchinlcok' a news tonight indio!'. tcs tha t 

thE b 'l t tl£ in Libya hco begun . This t;~ny b c t he 

biggest cnc.:untc r nc hn•rc e ver f ought . Gcncrel 

Sr.1uts ''h o hns visited the l'lhol £ f ront cxpr en s t n hiBh 

confiQEnc E in the r~sult . I am surE all .~crican 

hEarts >1111 bE nith us , ThE isouc OE £!:13 to dt:>cnd on 

the armoured fi8ht1nG on the dEsert flank . Personally 

I welcome thE trial of ntrcngth :mel am glad 1£ it . .t:.s 

CO~IE abou t by flOm!l'Cl IS att::.ck, 

Piv £ . ;·ic must ncv er l ct Q'lMO.:J t paos from 

our minds , All other prcpc.rntions would hElp i f 

need be towards tha t . 

':liN AliT 

UGRAD!D IJRCLASSIFI!D by Brl Uab 
Covt., State Dept. tel., 3-29-?a 
87 R, B. Park.l Da~e 

MAY 51972 
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Rec.tivcd at the War Oepertment MetM.ae Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldr .. Washinaton. D. C. 

llay 28, ...±11!.9:.!.42!:...- - --- -

7:25 A Af. 

LCft LONDON 

To POTUS 

No. m: 1 

Former Naval Person to President number S2 
following is report referred to in my number ""91begins 
"May 22 11 AJJ Operations on the Continent 1942-43. 

l.!r. Churchill welcoming llolotov and his ad­
visers, said tho t he understood tba t L!olotov was 
anxious to p l ace before the British Government 
the views held by .tbe Soviet Government on the 
subject of an invasion of the Continent. 

A!olotov said that he had been charged by 
the Soviet Government to come to London to dis­
cuss the question of the establishment of a 
"Second Front." 

'i'his was no new problem. It had first been 
raised nearly ten months ago and now, more recently, 
the impetus had come from President Roosevelt, 
who had suggested to Llr stalin that he (Molotov) 
should go to the United States to d iscuss this 
question. Although, therefore, tbe initiative 
for the present enquirey had come from the United 
States, the Soviet Government bad thought it 
right that be should proceed to the United States 
via London, since it was upon Great Britain that 
the main task for organizing the Second Front 
would initially fall, 

Speaking generally, Molotov said that the 
Soviet Government considered this to be a most 
urgent and pressing problem, in which both Great 
Britain and Russia were vitally concerned. It 
was indeed a matter for discussion with complete 
frankness, as becoming conversations between 
allies, On the Russian front, operations of the 
greatest intensity and importance were now impend­
ing and the weeks and months which lay immediately 

R!GRADED IDlCLASSIFI! D by Brl t • •' 

iii ... iiillffiJIIIIs~,....,iii .. ij""'~ovt., State Dept. tel. , ~-2!J-1~ .. ~ .. I I a. H. l'a.rltll . Da$~ 
, .. 
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ahead were fraught with the most serious consequences 
to the Soviet Union and their allies . During last 
winter, the Soviet army had got the batter of Hitler's 
army, and had immediately «et about preparing for the 
campaign of 1942. Nevertheless, the Soviet Government 
contemplated a fierce and bitter struggle in which the 
Germans would not yield easily or quickly. In this 
battle, the main weight would fall upon the Soviet 
army. They were proud of this honor. On both sides, 
immense forces, backed by mighty armaments, were ranged 
against each other . The material aid rendered by · 
Great Britain and the United States was highly prized 
and appreciated by the Soviet Government. Nevertheless, 
the most urgent issues were involved in the establish­
ment of a "Second Front". 

The object of his (Molotov's) visit was to learn 
bow the British Government viewed the prospects of 
drawing off some of the weight from Russia, where it 
seemed that, at the present time, the balance of 
advantage in armed strength lay with the Germans. It 
should be remembered that Hitler could call upon vast 
resources seized from the subjugated and enslaved 
peoples scattered over a large part of Europe. 

In concrete terms, the proposal he bad to make 
was that Russia's allies, and Great Britain in the 
first place, should aim at containing forty enemy 
divisions in western Europe. If this could be done, 
the doom of Hitler was sealed, if not in 1942, at 
any rate very soon afterwards. 

•ll' Churchill said that, in all previous wars, 
control ,o f the sea had given the power possessing 
it the great advantage of being able to land, at 
will, on the enemy's coas t, since it was impossible 
for the enemy to be prepared at every point to meet 

REGRI.Dl:D 1li1Cl,A'.STFI£D by llr· t: t 
""t., S t.Lti.;~ De..."' t.ol., .;- 29-7-' 
R. H. Parka Date 
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seaborne invasion . The advent of air power had altered 
the whole situation. For example, in France and the 
low count~ied the enemy could move his air forces in a 
few hours to threatened points a nywhere alo~g the coast; 
and bitter experi ence had shown that landing, in the 
teeth of enemy air opposition, was not a sound military 
proposition. The inescapable consequence was that large 
portions of the Continental coastline were denied to 
us as places for disembarkation. We were forced, there­
fore, to study our chances at those parts of the coast 
where our superior fighter force would give us control 
in the air. Our choice was, in fact, narrowed down 
to the Pas de Cal ais, the Cherbourg "Tipe" and part 
of the Brest area. The problem of landing a force 
this year in one or more of these areas was being 
studied , and preparations we1·e being made, with the 
utmost energy. Our plans were being based on the 
assumption that the landing of successive waves of 
assault troops would bring about air battles which, 
i f continued over a week or ten days, would lead 
to the virtual destruction of the enemy's air power 
on the continent. Once this was achieved and the 
air opposition removed, landings at other points on 
the coast could be effected under cover of our 
superior sea power. The crucial poi nt in making our 
plans and preparations was the availability of the special 
landing craft requi r ed for effecting the initial landipg 
on the vc~y heavi ly defended enemy coastline. Unfor t u­
nately, our resources i n this special type of craft 
were, for' the t ime being, strictly limited. As far 
back as last August, at the Atlantic meeting, he 
(Ur Churchill) bad impressed upon President Roosevelt 
the urgent need for the United States to build as 
large a number of tank landing and other assault 
craft as possible . Later, in January of this year, 
the President had agreed tha t the United States 
should make an even larger effort to construct these 
craft. v:e, for our part, for more than a year, had 
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been turning out as large a number of assault craft 
as our need for constructing ships for t he Navy and 
mercantile marine, which had suffered grevious 
losses, permitter 

In April, President Roosevelt had sent 1~ Hop­
kins and General Marshall to London with t he propos­
al that t he United states should join with Great 
Britain, at the earliest date, in takin~ the greatest 
possible weight off nussia. We had immediately a11reed 
to this proposal, and joint studies were proceeding 
apace. It could not be expected, hoever, that United 
States force s would be available till very late in 
1942, or that the landing craft we so urgently re­
qured would be o.vailable in large numbers this year. 
By first August we should have only 363 land ing: Ily 
first Sept 566. In 1943, very much lorger numbers 
would be available, and we could descend on the 
enemy coast at five or six points , anywhere between 
the North Cape and Bayonne, It was, however, the 
earnest resolve of the British Government to see 
what could be done this year to give the much needed 
support to the valiant Russian a•·n1ies, who were con­
f•·onting so large a part of Germany • s mill tary might, 
and had already inflicted such deep 'A'Ounds upon it. 

Two points should, however, be borne in mind. 
First, with the best will and endeavor, it was un~ 
lil<el y that any 

- • 

RIGfl!.r:r. ,.~···· ·.:;:;-r·n~n -u, ar~ tier 
Govt.' J,~,~ ile;;t. tol. ._.i..29-1£ 197'' 
B7 R. ll. 1'-.rlla ~~ miU oY ' 
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•o• • ~e could make la 1142 , .... i f 6t .... •~ ... -
ful, would draw off large numbers of enemv land 
forces from the Eastern front. In the ai r , however, 
the position was different; in the various theaters 
of war we were alr eady containing about one half of 
the fighter and one third of the Gorman bomber 
strength. If our p lan for for cing nir battles over 
the continent proved successful, the Germans might 
be faced with the choice either of seeing the whole 
of their fi~htcr nir force in tho west destroyed, 
or of making withdrawalR from their ai r strength 
in the east . 

The second point related to •tolotov• s proposi­
tion that our aim s hould be to drRw off (i ncXudin!Z 
those now in the west) not less than forty Germpn 
divisions f rom Russin . Tt should be noted t hat, 
nt tho present time, we had confronting us In Libya 
eleven Axis divisions, of which three wer e German, 
the equivalent of eight German divisions in Norway , 
and 25 German divisions in' France and the l,ow Coun­
tries . These totalled 44 divisions . 

But we were not satisfied with t hat, and if ony 
further effort could be made or r lan devise• , nro­
vidocl it was sound nnd Renslblo, for drawing tho weight 
off RuRsia this you·, we should not hesitate to put 
it Into effect. Clearly, it would not further either 
tho Russian cause or thnt of the nll!es as a whole if, 
fOr the sake of action at any price, we embarked on 
some operation which ended in diRaster and ~Avo th~ 
enemy an onportunity for glorificntlon At our dis­
comfl tu r c- . 1'hu~< to s um up, we ancl the United StAtes 
would do everythin~ thnt woR phyRirally poRSlblo to 

mt'C't the wiRhor; of the P.ussinn GnvE>rnmPnt nnd nntlon 
In thiR mnttt'r , 

-

REGRADED lllCLi.SSti ii:D by 2 ••• 
Gov t. , Sta t e Dept. tel. , 3~29_ ·/ 2 

H. Parko Date 
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hl . Molo t ov enouired whether the viPws expressed 
by Mr . Churchill wet·e shored by the United Stntes 
Government on the s ubject of t he second fl·ont. 

Mr. Churchill sa id t hat the Un i ted States Govern­
ment s hared to the fu ll our resolve to operAte on t he 
continent with the larv.est possible fo rces at t h e 
earliest possible moment. Th is was t heir nr dent 
desire, and in 1?43 our joint pl ans contemplnted the 
landing of n force of up to one and a ha lf million 
United "t~tes -Dritish troops on the cont inent. 

The United Stat es W<"l'e anxious to ta k" their 
share i n any operations carried out this year, but 
theh· contribut-ion i n the near future would not. be 
on any consl derable scale . fos nn ear nest of t hei r 
i ntent, we had with us now i n London a number of 
American officers who were coltaborntine closely 
with our stoffs in t h e prapar~tion of plnns; and more 
were on their way . 

M. Molotov then asked whether it was poss ible ancl 
~nt:"rO!) r i<lta to mflke- fln estimate of the per cenfage of 
E'ritish troo>>S , inclu<ling those on nll fronts, e~> ­
ploye cl ~n active oper~tlons >r,nin~t the enemy, at 
~ny g i ven date cluring the last three morths, 

~r. Churchill s~id that tile nropor tion of qrit ­
ish troops on all f ronts ~ctual ly at gr ips with the 
enemy wo!'l naturally sm•ll. He went on to explain in -
r;enPral terms the disnositions nf our fot•ces; up to 
5~,nnn men a month were leaving our shores for the 
midd le nnd Far &•st theaters. 

M. !.~olotov said thot he had no doubt that Great• 
Dritain genu~nely wished for the success of the 

~.c~n t ;• 
Govt., Sta~oo 

..... +i ~:~h 

=>-C..;~ - .,~ 
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Soviet Army against t he Grrmnns t his summer. What, 
in tho view of the British Gove rnment, were t he 
nrosrects of Soviet success? l'"ha t e ver t heir views 
might be hP. would he glncl to have ~ frank Pxpr<>ssion 
of opinion - good or bad. 

Mr. ('hurcbill snid that, withc-ut detnilf'd 
knowledge of the rrsources and rPserves on both 
sides, it was difficult to form ~ firm judgment on 
this question . Last yenr the military experts, 
includiny those of Germany, hnd thought thnt tho 
So vi ot Army might be borne down nnd over con1c. They 
hacl proved qu ite wrong. In the e vent tho Soviet 
forces hncl defented Hitler and nearly brought his 
/ rm y to d isAster. Consequently Rtlssia' s nll les 
felt grrnt confidence in tho strength And ability 
of the Soviet Army . 

Tho intelligence nvnilable to the Qritish Govern­
ment did not indicate the massing of vast German 
forces nt a ny particular point on the eastern front . 
Moreover, the full scale offensive heralded for ~ay 

·now seemed unlil"ely to take plnce before June. In 
a ny event , it c i d not sepm that Hitler ' s attnck 
this yeor coulci be as strong or s o menncin p; ns t hnt 
of 1941. Jn mnki ng this statement he (Mr. Churchill) 
d ld not wish it to be inferred t hat we wer e asking 
our ~uests for i nformation which they might be reluctn'nt 
to disclose · 

u. ~olotov, in reply, agr eed t hat nobody coul d 
be expected to make accurate propheciPs about the future . 

UGlUDn IJliOLASSIFW by British 
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-2E- . < 
By R. H. Parks Dnto 

"' I (._ 
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The great Russian country and people beli eved in 
their own strength, but they ·also believed in 
facing up to the worst possibilities. Supposing the 
Soviet Army failed to hol d out against the maximum 
effort which Hitler would undoubtedly exert during 
1942, how would the British GovernmE'nt view the 
position in which they would be placed . 

Mr. Churchill said that if the Russians were 
defeated or the Soviet military power was serious l y 
reduced by the German onslaught, Hitler would, in 
all probability, move as many troops and air forces 
as possible back tothe west, with the object of in­
vading Great Bt·itain. He might also strike down 
through Baku to the Caucasus and Persia. This would 
expose us to the gravest dangers and we should by 
no means feel sat isfi~d that we had sufficient forces 
to ward off the latter thrust, Therefore, our 
fortunes were •~nd up wlth tbe resi•t••oe of tbe 
S.Yiet •ray. Nerert he l ess , i f contrary to expecta­
tion, t hey were defeated, and the worst came to the 
worst, we should fight on, and with the help of the 
United States, hope to build up overwhelming air 
superiority, which, in the course of the next eighteen 
months or two years would enable us to put down a 
devastating weight of air attack on the German cities 
and industries. We should, moreover, maintain the 
blockade and make l andings on t he continent against an 
increasingly enfeebled opposition . Ultimatel y, the 
power of Great Britain and the United States would 
prevail. It should not be overlooked that after the 
fall of France Great Britain had stood alone for a 
whole year with but a handful of ill equipped troops 
between her and Hitler's victorious apd numerous 
divisions . 
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But what a tragedy for mankind would be this 
prolongation of the war, and how earnest was the 
hope for Russian victory and how ardent the desire 
that we should take our share in conquering the evil 
foe. He, llr. Churchill, wished 11. Molotov to realise 
that it was the dearest wish of the British nation 
and Army to come to grips with the enemy ot the 
earliest moment and so to aid the gallant fight of 
the Russian Army and people . 

In conclusion, Mr. Churchill asked M. Molotov 
to bear in mind the diff i culty of oversea invasions. 
After France fell out of t he war, we in Great Britain 
were almost naked, a few ill equipped divisions, l ess 
than 100 tanks and less than 200 fleld guns , lnd yet 
Hitler had not attempted an invas i on, by reason of the 
fact that he could not get command of the air. The 
same sort of difficulties confronted us at the present 
time. Re suggested that General Isayev and Admiral 
Kharlamov should meet Lt. General ~yo and Vice Ad­
miral Lord Louis Mountbatten that afternoon, in order 
that they might be told the exact position as regards 
the special landing craft necessary for overseas 
operations. 

ll. Molotov agreed. Ret btnked ll.r. Churchill for 
what he had said. He would carefully report to"·his 
Government. In conclusion, he would like to say t hat 
the Russian people also believed in their strength 
and in the strength of their Allies. 

J'.ltGRAD!D lJII,. r,J,.lnl'U:!l hy Br; tis t 
Covt. , U1.•tt l•t . ":c.l •• ·~ -1! ... ~"1· 
Bf R. II. Parka Dnto 

MAY 5 1972 
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i nrPnt j vC" ? \'€' hnvP h~~n r.-ooc1 f r if'nric. i'o1· nenrly ~~T'ty 
y~(:'r~ nnd I rC'r:t r d hjm n, q onr ()f the r:rnatertt livinr 
rnt"n. :\('. t o CI•J•ti n, ~ vi"H CNilcl ('n n r>t h inf'" hut roocl. 
T h~vo rot o n vnr y wnll wltl• r vntt. 

RIGI\AD!D Uli'CLI.SSIP'IED. by Britlol. 
Gov t .• Stnte D~p\. tol., 8_29_72 

-

By R. B. Parka Da_,y 
WI 5 197( 

... 
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R~ivcd al the War Dc-p._rt:me.nt Message Center 
Room 3-441 Munitiont Bldg .. Wasb.inaton. D. C . 

.. _, ,. l ,. ~ 

.. : ""r · AI. 

; n r~nn -

:1 :; .. 

Tf.X'1 OF 161: 

''l wo,,l~ sur,"ost to Curtin t hat he shoulci not como hero 

until 1'vatt hns rotvrno~ to A\>stra~io " (Sent •• 151 

supp1e~ont1n~ 1~) 

REGRADED UWCLASSIFIED by Brltl ob 
Govt., Stnto Dopt. tel., 3-2~-72 
B7 R. 11. Parke Date MAY 

5 1972 
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1 LC!'t · • 
65::i:'/30 
dj 

1 CI\ DLI:GM!I 

Received at the War Department M .... ce Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Blda .• Wuhincton, D. C. 

llny :'0, 1!>42 

tliiiiiiiiiii5 . 
~0::: .. >!· ><!i:.:"---~M. 

From London 

:apinfurnislltd Gl "ottd: 

Action Copy 

To The president of the United States 

t:o. 95 . Mny 30 , 1942 

Ft·om former Navnl person to !'resident Roosevelt 
personal and 

Evntt is l eaving quite s oon for your side. He hns 
s hown himself most friendly especially to me personally, 
and I thinl< you will find that he will help in every way. 
It will be necessary for Evatt to y,et back t o Australia 
before Curtains visit. 

.· 

PRHII: 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Br itish 
Govt., State Dept . tel., 3- 29-72 
By R. 11. Parke Dato MAY 51972 

.... ....... ._,._.,..._. "4U · - .. . l ee" ......... P ... ll I t 
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t.C: I 7 
'4: /1 '"""" 
j 

Rc:~;dved •t the Wu Oep.rtmtnt MCINI&CI Cente.r 
Room 3-441 Munitions Bid, .. W••hinston, 0 . C. 

il?.!IJG _. § 
Jun,. l , 1. ''~ 

lllOA 'f -=-=--"· 
Frorn·--.l..l..W.U..:.~--------

To -r~ T"' 'r'r H"\'T't i" .. ' '"' !1"IT-D ' .... t.:·-
' 

ro. ,r .::tmc 1 , 1 -~? 

J'C"t"!:'"Cr £·':'l.vttl f~··~C"O tn ;'l·~-JC'I~nt • (}O~'"'VP}t 
tcr-onnl ~nd'11 .... ~ 

L! '~~ you ant nn:dou1 1\lHH.It .tu~r::i :\ ancf o.lgo Ctd.n:'l. 
J n thP. nC'Ixt !ow rnnnth,.. Tt j c ott~n on:~ic r t o <;ee 
(h\OJ"Cl'f.i P':\t)l(!Tinr. lht\n l fl hf\Vf' the! pOWC! I' tO Wl\1•d thf>ll'l 
off, nnd very oftc J\ the y dnnt l•t\t ro n . 

MO\mth!'t tcn wil l CX I'lnin tn you r f\J!IC of t he prnc­
tlcnJ djffjcultit.:'"' n~ we r(":ro thC"M h~re rof :1. rnedium 
tenl~ operntion t hi.-: yr.-r r . \(' !\l'<' ""t!ll wor'·! n t nt i t 
rnti h ·yJnr to Hol;r.- rll"n-. t('l nvt"rCOM~ then. tll 
1'C!"O.r~t!cn"J ~J~ould FC"l forwn.t•ct wt tl, tl'-c n tnO"'"t "l; rE"c>d, 

:-nd 1 nM !'1.-vinr your nC"\'1' ennvoy 1 t•C"'rc~~:~al "l ~x:"ni nPd hy 
1'"t" ChSefeo f'lf ftnff :tnd th~ .".tiMfr"" l ty. 

! bnd "l'Ot:te ve r y flt't\~n.ntt:\11~<:~: \'!J t h !:. rnold, thNtf"l­
""' ~tJtl nuc h trou!llctl nn t~f' •ut'tj,..et. 

• }',.;'P you w~r,.. r len .. «"cl w 1 t t our r.•as(: aJ r n. t t ne'"­
on Colnrnc . The r A Jr !'lC"n ty l"lf'll"ft to coane, nnd J lo~r; 

torw:\rd ('fttr.o.r ly t, tl,f" nrrJvl"'l C'\f yN1r hooh1nr t r C"ur-c:. 

!'he h nttlC ! n !..Jb}•n ro~'• WC'll , ~.n<t 1 f"Xr<"'Ct 
Cf'n"'tcl f'l"nhl<'"' rc!:'ult~ o1· <"'Vt"n t'C'l"i.-thly n. comp lcto dC'ci~ion . 

'I!Hn: 

QGRADED UNCLASSIFIED ·oy Sri t leh 
Oovt. , &tato Dopt. tol., 8- 29-72 
B7 a. H. Paru Dat.,AY 5 1972 

- .... ·----·-··..-: _ ..... .. 
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' t 
Received at the WaT Department Mcsaage Center 

.• Room 3441 Munitions Biela., Washington, D. C. 

~ June 2, 1942 

_a_,_22_ P __ M. 

To THE PRESIDANT 

No , 97 

From Former 118val Person to President,$ * 75* 

and personal No, 97 • Uost grateful about Washington , 

Rodney can now sai l forthwith, 

.. 
' 

Prime 

RIGRADoD UNCLASSIFIED by Brit leb 
Govt., Sta~e Dept. tel. •.u~~?9-72 
B7 R. H. Paru Da~ mAY 5 1972 
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. ON DON 

' CABl.E t 
Reeeived at the War Department Meuage Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg .. Washington, D. C. 

June 3. 1942 

CSWD 

____,lwi..\!.00~--!:-P M . 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
To WHITE HOUSE 

No . 98, June 3, 1942 

From former Naval person to President. 

Number 98. Personal thank you so much for the 

souvenir sent with your letter of the 7th May, 

Pr ime 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED b7 British 
Govt. , Sta te Dept. tel., 3-29- 72 
B7 R. H. Parks Date 

MAY 5 1972 

U IUO l oo-Ull .,....uiHIUII UU1 ·- Cl., l'loC., III.O.Ut.t !.UU &.I. 
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~--------

LCi 1 
file<l C20n/'l 
ett ' Received at the: War Department Menage' Center 

Room 3441 Munitions Bldg •• Washington. D. C. 

CS~i)) 

S :35 P .M. 

To ThP. 1 r esident of The pni ted Stnte~ 
l.:ap Eoorn, The l'ih it e !lou~ e 

Copt'u fu.,nished (J.f nortd: qq 
J mu ot tel l you t hat we receivPrl l nva l uahle help . 

Action Copy 

from '';i,nttnt durin(! ou.r Pussian nc:.0tiatl ong . He r.tt\c1e 

th<> 1~uF-r; i"ns underRtnnd n~ no on~ el~c could do how 

inj urious to good relationR between us t hree mus t have 

been t he AmerlLR~ r eaction to t he old t reaty J have no 

douht that his i nte r ventio r\ and plnin speal<i nr, we J· e 

l "r~cly i nstrument al in helpinc us t o secur P • trea t y 

Which fulf'll l e<J 0111' own i deas We O.J• e al l J•IOS t [!r~teful 

fnr hil" heln . .. 
:>r i me liini, t el' 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Brit i sh 
Govt. • State Dept . tel., 3-29-?a 
B7 R. B. l'&rU, - ~MAY 5 1972 

l ltlrt •tt-•lo!t.-. .• I IIU• Ul.U OHot te .. I .. .'. 01U.M.t-I"O~U-· 1 . 
; . .... 
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• , 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

t 

June 5, 1942 . 

MEMORJ.NDU1! FOR THE PRESIDENT : 

The P .M. sent you this personal 

line: 

11Thanl< you so. much f or the 

souvenir sent with your l etter seventh 

May . 11 Signed Prime 

GGT 

~ 11 80 



·~· , 

..... , . II. 

Ho . flf , Juno 7th 

1t"r . Ho . 100 fron rorm.or Hnvn.l orr: on to -
rc!"' idont .too~cv~ 1 t . ,. err;onal :tnd :lCCl~~"t ~roar 

• '"''·'C tcrla:; t~lo!:'l'ar.bed to Lyttolti>n 

n :wrov tnr th" propo~nl" for com'>l noel • r<'cuct ion 

' . . nncl x·o-,o\lrco,.. bon- !'! , ~.nd I ent iroly concur in 

' simultnnoou.., annollncoment on l.londny or Tuordny . 
' 

!JQRADID UNOLA88IPIID by Britieh 
Gov\., Stnto Dept. tel., 8-28-7& 
B7 a. 11. PUU llattl fA~'1 S ~72 

. 
' 
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Rec::eived at the War ~partment. Mc:Naac Centu 
Room )441 Munitions Blda •• Waohinaton. D. C. 

CS11'0 

Jllne 13, l9U 

Lopdcm 

To The Preaidont of The onitod Stotea 
Tho White Hou••· M&R Roaa 

#XXXC 87, Jllno 1~ , 1942 

l2aU P. J.f. 

Former Naval poroon to Preaident . Peroonal and oeoret . 

111.1111ber 101. 

Very t:aJ>y thanks for your nwobor 156 PS I had a lon& talk 

with llountbatten last night, and ill Tiow ot the illlpoaa1b1Hty ot 

dealillg by eorreopondonoo with all the "*"Y ditficul t poillt o 

outotanding, I feel it ia ~ duty to oomo to aeo you. I ohall 

hold ~eel£ ready to atart aa weather oervea from Thuraday 18th 

onwarda and will adviae you later . I shall brillg C I G S, 

General Brooke, 'W'bom you h&Yo not yet cet, with • • &110 General 

Ia~:ay. II)' own peraonal group will boJ TOCIIIY and John llartill. 

Colonel 1111.1to thanlca you nry 11110h tor tho iliTitotion, by whieb 

oho ia oomplimented, but thinka ahe had bettor atay here on aooount 

ot her Rueoian fund. 

Ploaoo lot plan be aoorot till we arrive. 

Thia ia tho mo.....,t tor Ilia to oend you 1lllf he&rtieat oonuat-

ulatioOJI on tho grand .&..rioan rtotorioo ill tho Pao1tio which han 

vary dooidodly altered the balanoo ot tho laval war. All good wiohoa 

to you and triondo, 

~RAD!D UNCLASSIFIED by Brltiah 
Govt.' Stoto Dept. tel.' 8-29-71 
BJ a. Jl, Parka Da\~ MAY 5 1972 

Prill• 
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TELEGRAM 
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TELEGRAM 

MR. PRESIDENT 

--
~4t ~4m ~nust 

:mas¥ttgimt 

1 

2or;- 1~ -

1, THE CONTI NU EO HEAVY S HIK I NGS AT SEA CO liST I TUTE OUR GREATEST 

AND MOST IMMEDI ATE DANG ER, WH AT f"URTHER MEASURES CAN BE TAKE N 

NOW TO REDUCE SI NK I ~GS OTHE R THAN THOSE Ill ACTUAL OPE RAT I OilS 

WHI CH MUST BE f"ACED? WHEN WI LL THIS CONV OY START IN THE 

CARIBBEA N AND GULf" OF MEXICO? Is THERE NEEDLESS TRAFI'I C 

WHIC H COU l D BE REDUCED? SHOULD WE BUILD MOR E ESCORT VESSELS 

AT THE EXPENSE OF MERCHANT TONNAGE, AND If" SO TO WHAT EXTE NT? 
? ' · ,- . 
. -....&' f ' tf't' N"""' ' ' • 

2. 'NE ARE BOUND TO ~E IN THE PREVENT IO N F'OR BOLERO IF' 

POSSIBLE IN 1942 BUT CERTAI ~LY IN 1943, THE WH OLE OF' THIS 

BUSINESS IS NOW GO ING ON. ARR ANG EMENTS ARE BEI NG MADE FOR A 

LAND I NG OF SIX OR EI GHT DIV IS IONS ON THE COAST OF' NORTHERN 

FRANCE EARLY I N SEPTEMBER , HDwtV[ft THE BRITISH GoVERNMENT 

WOULD NOT FAV~R AN OPERATIO N THAT WAS CERTAI N TO LE AD TO 

DISASTER F'OR THIS 'NOULO NOT HELP THE RuSSI A/IS WHATEVER THEIR 

PLIGHT, WOULD COMPROMI S E AND EXPOSE TO NAZI VE NGE ANCE THE 

FRENCH POPULATION INVOLVED AND WOULD GRAVELY DEL AY THE MAIN 

OPER AT IO N IN 1943, \VE HOLD STRONGLY TO THE VIEW TH AT THERE 

SHOULD BE NO SUBST AN TI AL LANDING IN FRANCE THIS YEAR UNLESS 

WE ARE GOI~G TO STAY. 
REGRADED UNCLASSifiED by British 
Govt . , State Dept . tel . , 3-29- 72 
By R. H. Parke Dato MAY 

5 197? 

11 85 



TELEGRAM 1 1 

. . 

3. No RESPO NS IBLE ARITISH MILITARY AUTHOR ITY HAS SO FAR 

BEE N ABLE TO MAKE A PLA N F"OR SEPTEMBER 1942 WHi CH HAD AN Y 

CHANCE Of SUCCESS UNLESS THE GERMANS BECOME UTTERLY 

DEMORAL IZED OF WHICH THERE IS NO LIKELIHOOD , HAVE THE 

AMERICAN STAFFS A PLAN? lr SO , WHAT IS IT? WH AT FORCES WOULD 

BE EMPLOYED? AT WHAT POINTS WOULD TH EY STRIKE? INHAT LANDI NG 

CR AFT AND SHIPPPIG ARE AVAILABLE? IVHO IS THE OFFICER PREPARED 

TO CO MMAND THE ENTERPRISE? WHAT BRIT ISH FORCES MID ASSISTAN CE 

ARE REQU IRE D? IF A PLAN CAN BE FOU ND WHI CH OFFEHS A REASO NA BLE 

PROSPECT OF SUCCESS HIS MAJESTY 1S Go vER NMENT HILL CERTAI NLY 

WELCOME IT AND WI LL SHARE TO THE FULL WITH TH( IR AMERIC AN 

COMRADES THE RISKS AND SACRIFICES, THIS REMA INS OUR SETTLED 

AND AGREED POLICY, 

4 , BuT IN CASE NO PL AN CAN BE MADE I N WHICH AN Y RESPONSIBLE 

AUTHORI TY HAS GOOD CONFIDENCE, AND CO NSEQUENTLY NO ENGAGEMENT 

ON A SUBSTANTI AL SCALE I N FR AN CE IS POSS I BLE I N SEPTEMBER 1942, 

WHAT ELSE ARE 'liE GOING TO 00? CAN WE AFFORD TO STAtiO IDLE IN 

THE ATLANTIC THEATRE DUR ING THE WHOLE OF 1942? OUGHT WE NOT 

TO BE PREPARING WI THI N THE GE NER AL STRUCTURE Of BOLERO SOME 

OTHER OPERATION BY 'NHICH WE MA Y GAI N POSITIONS OF ADVANTAGE AND 

ALSO DIRECTLY OR I NDIRECTLY TO TAKE SOME OF THE WEIGHT OFF RUSSI A? 

118G 
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TELEGRAM 

, 
- ' ' 

' 

IT IS I N THI S SETTING AND ON THIS BACKGROUND THAT THE 

OPER AT ION G~!.NAST SHOULD BE STUDIED . 

(E ND) 

20.6.42. 

' I 
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BRITISH EMBASSY 
·· •··· WASHINGTON.D.C. 

J une 17th, 1942. 

Dear Mr . President, 

I have just had a telegram from 

the Foreign Office asking me to convey the 

following message t o you from the Prime 

Minister: 

"Hope arrive Bel timore 

Thursday. Portal is much occupied 

here but he can come over later if 

necessary. Looking forward to seeing 

you keenly." 

/~~ 
~Y-4' ~ 

The Honourable 

Franklin D. Rooseve l t, 

Believe me, 

Dear Mr. President, 

Very s incerel y yours, 

President of the United States of America, 

washing t on , D. c. DICLASSII'I!ll . · 
By Author i ty of l1ayJ2~ 

1188 
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REGRADED UNCLASSiriED by British 
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-29-72 
B7 R. a. l'aru »awMAY 5 1972. 

• 

1. The continued heavy sir,Jdngs at sea 

constitut-e our greatest and most immedi ate danger. 

What. fur ther measures cen be l.<•ken now t . reduce 

sin ki ngs otf.er tr.r.r; those in act ual opet·<J. tions which 

;r,uet be faced? l'!hen \',i.-11 t his convoy star t in t he 

Caribbean aud Gulf of l.!exico? Is there needless traffic 

which could be reduced? Shoul d we bu ~ld more escor t 

vessels at L"le expense of ;;:.er::haut tonuage, ant! if so 

to what extent? 

;( . We are bound to persevere ill the prep:1r <. tion 

for B:JLEF.O if posoi ble ir. 1942 but certainly ir. 194,3. 

The wbole of this business is no;; goiq; on. Arr;UJger.:er.ts 

&re being made for a l tmding of six or ei€¢1 t Divisions 

on t he co~st of liorthern Frunce early i n September. 

Hol'tever t he British GoYernJ:.en t would not favour an 

1189 
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' 

o_,er t.iou U\t~t r.as cert.e.il• to leal to disaoter for this 

wuul.l. r.ot he:p the Iiusaiana whatever tteir plight, 

would co1:1pro::~ise an~ expose t.o llc.~i vengeance the French 

po ulati .n involved <Ul!i •oul<l grav€1; delay the ::a in 

i."e hol-! Si-"CI'.glj to the VlC:\1 ti\et. 

thero should be no suhflt~nt.ic.l l~di!:& ir Fr•·r.cE' this 

i:o 1• . .:1:-JI e!.i.l.e Dr: ~~;;h cilitary nut:.orit.y hrs 

&o 1k· bee! t.blt< 1.0 l':a.'!; c. t-lan for Septer.ber 1:}42 •·hich 

harl any chli.~Ce of suc.:e ~ m.!.ess t.he Ge::-:nans beco1r.e 

utterly demorr.li<'el, of r.hic:. tnere is no likelihood. 

f!lVe the McriC!ill s:uffs II plau? If so, what is it.? 

WLc t forces would llc el!lployetl? At r;hat poi.n \.1.; 91ould they 

strU.c'7 \Th1 t lt•nlillc,-craft ana shipp.i!o~, are a vailublo? 

.. ho is the officer prepared to comr.and tloe ent erprise? 

'l"hRt Britioh forcec and I!BSista~.ce o.re rc;,uircd? If a 

plt1n C!..ll be found l'lhich offers a reasonable prospect o:f 

succeaa llis J.lajesty' o Govc:rr.z::ent. ~.ill cordLlly welcooe 

it. ana ~ill sar.re to the full ;ritJ, their IJ:ierici!n 

co;:r<,Jes t.!.e ris .. :; o.::d sacrifice;.. ':his re~:minc our 

cct.tled ar.a at;reed policy. 

-2-

I 
I 
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:• 

·L Bu~ '-· cese no plan can be ude in •bich any 

responsible aut.boritl}' hns gootl confidence, and 

conseGuently no enga~e~nt on a subst~ntia: scale i 1 

France ia possible in Septewcer 1942, what. elso are we 

going to do? Can we afford to stand idle in tlle t. t .cnlic 

theatre during tJ1e whole of 1:]42? Ought we not to be 

preparing 1rithin the general structure of OOLERO so~::e 

ot.her operation by whic.l) n ;;oy gain posi tiona of 

ndvantage and also Jirectl,y or indirectly to take some 

of the "eight off R~ssia? It is in this setting and 

on this backgrourul t.~n t. the operation G'fttl/>.ST should be 

studied. 

zo. 6. 42 

' ' 
I' 
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-~--------------------------~------. - .. • THE W HITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

JmlORANDIJl[ FOR CAP!' AIII llcCREA: 

I DON'T TIIINK THIS 

~ AN ANSlii!R. 

.. 

, 1192 



423p/13 
1 
Reee:ived at thc War ~parlmc.'nt Meauae Center 
Room }441 MunitioM Bide .• Wa•hin1ton, 0. C. 

CSWD 

June 13 1942 

· 10:46 A.M. 

Fron•'----~Lo~n~d~o~n~---------------

ion Copy 

To The President of The United States 
The \'/b ite House 

) I>). 
#XX~ June 13, 1942 

To President from former Naval person. 

nnd ... W: 

Personal 

Your number 157. I have read this with great 

interest. I have not yet received the terms of the 

suggested settlement. We arc of course in your hands . 

but I do not understand how there could be any agreement 

between Arnold and Slessor as the latter was pr ecluded 

fl'om all power of making an agreement without previous 

reference here. I am awaiting the actual text which I 

hope will relieve our anxiety. Anyhow we can tal k it 

all over when we meet'. Mes10age number 102. 

Prime 

11 93 

-



, 
Rec.eived at the War Department Mesa:a.ge Center 
Room 344 I Munitio.,. Bide .. Washinaton, D. C. 

June 27, 1942 

London 

To The Preaident of The United Statea 

Number 103, June 27, 1942 

Person to the Preaident pereonal and 

I have received the following from Auchinleok, 

General llarehall'a propooal Yery attraotiTO indeed 
and would be of enormoue help . The aelt propelled 105 1111 
gun Howitnr are the type ot artillery we have been looking 
tor . We a hall haTe enough trained peraonnel to man theae 
tank• but will be moat gra.totul tor American !toy Pereonnel 
for tanke and gun• including peraonnel able to aot aa 
inatruotora in care and maintenance ot tank enginea and aelf 
propelled guna . PreoUJIIe o.mple ammunition and o0111e eperee 
'Will be oent with tanka and guns. 

PRIIIE 

R!GRAD!D ONCLASSIFI!D by Brltiab 
Govt., State Dept. tel., t\-..:1~-?.2 
BJ a. B. Paru »a'~ mAr 5 1972 

"''"'"• IO ' f .. o.ooU M•• ._.. .. · - -··~· ~......_. .• ' " U e I 
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Received at 1he War Ocpart:me:nt Message Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Blda .• Washi~on. D. C. 

LOndon 

CSY,1) 

July 2 , 1942 

To The President or The united States 
The l'thi te House 

Number 104, July 2, 1942 
Fonner Naval Person to President personal and 

secret . 

Grateful !or action you are taking. VIe consider 
that French ships mus t be made to obey the orders of 
the British Naval commander 1n Chief under penalty of 
being sunk 1! and when he orders t hem to pr oceed 
through the canal . 

we agree that they should now be given the offer 
that on emerging from the canal they will come into 
the protective custody of the u. s . under the 
conditions you outl ine . Admiral GOdfroy will be in­
formed by Admi ral Hanvood that we have agreed to this . 

ACtion will not be t aken unless and unt11 the 
land battle is definitely decided against us . Uean­
whi le control over French ships, personnel and supplies 
is to be strictly enforced . 

PriDE 

REGRADED UNCLASSifi ED by Brltlob 
Govt., State Dept . tel., 3-29-73 
B7 R. B. Paru Date MAY 5 1972 
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A!':\1 . ... 
ri led ~/24: · 
D""C 

t . 
R«eived at ~Maaqc Ccoter 
Room 344l~hincton. D. C. 

.l uly 4 . 1 ~ 4., 

01 1 2 :r M. 

From·-----''~·C'..lt"':t~)':..'r:.•=--------

AetlonCopy 

For rre~ie~nt from P~rrer N~val "er~on rcr~nnnl 

and ~o. ont> 7Cro Ovc The Poston romhPr 

i'l doinl' rrc~t wo rl: i n '"ryp t. t. uchin l e c k repor ted 

on fj ro:;t July thttt noRt on n. t t;tch:~ "wer e rcr'ulfl r :"C: 

, 
trn i n:."" :1n<.1 mof> t lu"Art"ninr to tronp:=;". nut bfll tt l,..<~ 

nf this i nte nqit y tn~" n hn nvy t nl l . t pn rt f r om 

the rc:-r lr~ ccl!'en t ~ wh 1<"h wj) l, b~ uePdcd . we hnvc:- in 

r.e y p t the p<> r l'onncl of f(>ur light hcmbnr squnclron<~ 

wi t hout any oi r crnf t ~t nll. 

t nly ten no~ tnn" will rcnch u" i n the ::idrlle 

Er5t dur inf July. Thcrf' nre, howe ve r. i n 'raq, en 

r out e t o ltu""'" . fort y Po!' tnn" which nre re:>dy t o 

fly , n od beh i nd them nnothP r !'le ve nt y t wo :ts ye t 

un e r ected , Th"' L'\ddll' r ~st hP ve "'~de nn url'cnt 

n rpe~l t o be nllowed t o hr vo these forty nircrnft. 

"" nn immodlnt o r l'l n f nrconoont . They c ould he i n thC' 
• 

hn t tle w~th l n " v•cot·. liiGitAD!D tmCLAssrrm by Brlttob' 
Gov\ . , State Dept. tel., 3-~• -7• 
87 a. B. Parke Dat~ 

~ .RAY 
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----------------------------------

C()plt sj&"llillwl 01 "«fd: 

Aetlon Copy 

, 
Received at the Wa.r Depa.rtmc.nt MCMa.&O Center 
Room 3441 MunitioJU Bldr .. Wuhinrton. D. C. 

_ ____ M. 

~,re !'2 of ~:.,r numhnr 94. July ? , 1042 

l~ould you consider ~llowinr us to have the"c 

forty ~ostons n t once: nnd If so . would you apprOACh 

Ft:l.lin a nd tell him that you wil l make them up to 

him as quic-ly a~ po~sible. Lith Ru!'sia in the t~ick 

of the battle, this I" n hnrd reques t and r shnll 

quite unders tand l. f l'"l' do not feel able to do a " T 

ns k. But our needs nrc r reat Pnd there iR no othe r 

wny of tett inf" the nclditionnl bomber " into action nt 

nnce . 

rn u.n: 

~GRADED UNCLA~S!~i~U b 
Govt., Stat& Dc~t . tel y 
BT R. B. Parka Dih~· ~~~~;; 

11 9 7 



)ndon 

CABLEGRAM 

RKeivcd at the W•r Department MttM.&e Center 
Room }441 Munitions Blda .. Wathinrton. D. C. 

CSWD 

July 6. 1942 

l559Z M. 

To President Of Upited States 

No #, July 6, 1 942 

Personal and most secret number on2 .~o w our code words need clo.rification . ·By 
"Bolero" we British meo.n the vast arrangements 
necessary both in * ineteen forty two and 
nineteen forty three for the operation against 
the continent . The joint Anglo American Staffs 
Coauait tees are all working on this basis. They 
a r e not operational but purely administrative . 
What you in conversation bsve called "one third 
Bolero" we have hitherto betii calling "Sledgehammer." 
The name " Round Up" has been given to the 
n i neteen forty . three operation. I do not much 
like this name, as it might be thought over 
confident or over gloomy, but it bas come into 
considerable use. Please let me know whether 
you have any wishes about tbis . The "Gymnas t " 
you and I have in view is, I think , the variant 
called by your s taffs "Semi Gymnast ." I also 
use the word " Jupiter" to describe an operation 
in the far north . 

Prime 

lllCRADED IJllCLASSI'FT!D by Brl tl~h 
Govt., Stato D&pt. tol., 3-29- 72 
87 1\. H. Parka Datp 

~1AY 5 m~ 

I U•f.t li PO!J ~••I~""·· UUI 1 - t• ... I l f OU fOUl I I 

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library 
1198 
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B/145A 
CIIBLEGRAM 

• 

Received at the War Oepa.rtm~nt Met.Nae Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bid,., Wuhil\flOn, D. C. 

July 

CSWD 

& , 1942 

0010 Z M. 

From LONDON PRII.!E IJINISTER 

Action Copy 

To THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

NUMDER !Q2_, July S, 1942 

From Former Naval Person to President personal 

and JJ C P 

1. No responsible British General ., AdJlliral or 

Air ~Iarshal is prepared to recommend Sledgehammer 

as a practicable operation in nineteen forty two. 
. * Tho Ch:..efs of the Staff hnve reported "The conditions 

which would make Sl edgehammer n'sound sensi ble enter-

prise are very unlikely to occur". They are now sending 

tbeil· paper to your Chiefs of Stnff. 

2. The taking up of the shipping is being proceeded 

with by us for camouflage pur poses though it involves 

a loss in British imports of perhaps two hundred and 

fi fty thousand tons. Dut fAr more serious is the fact 

thnt nccording to Alountbatten if we interrupt the 

training of t he troops we s hould apart from the loss 

of landing craft etc delny roundup or ni neteen forty 

th1·ee Boler o for at least two or throe months even if 

tho enter prise wer e unsuccessful and the troops had to 

11 99 
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-----·-------------------------------------------

Rec.eived at the War Ocpa_rtment Mt:Naae Center 
Room H~ I Munitions Bldg., Waohinaton. D. C. 

______ ,,{, 
From. ____________ __ _ 

Page #2 of Number 107 from London, July 8 , 1942 

be withdrawn after a short s tny. 

3. In the event of n l odgement being effected 

and maintained it would have to be nourished and the 

bomber effort on Germany would have to be greatly 

curtailed. All oar energies would be involved in 
' defendi ng the Bridgehead . The possibili ty of mounting 

a large scale operation i n n ineteen forty t hree would 

be marred if not ruined. All our resources would 

be absorbed piecemeal on the very narrow front which 

alone is open. It may therefore be said that pre­

ma t ure action in nineteen f orty two while probably 

ending in disaster woul d decisively i njure the prospect 

of well organized large scale action in ni neteen forty 

three. 

4. I am sure mys elf that Gymnast is by far tbe best 

chance for effective relief to the Russian front in 

ni ne teen for t y two. This bos . oll a l ong been in harmony 

with your ideas. In fact i t is your commanding idea. 

12CO 
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Action Cop 

Received at the War Department Mesat.ae Center 
Room 3441 MunitioN Bldr .. Wuhinaton, D. C. 

--------.. 

____ M. 

Page #3 of number 107 from London, July 8 , 1942 

Her e is the true second front o~ nineteen forty t wo. 

I have consul ted cauinet and defence committee and 

we all ncree. Here is the s afest and most fruit ful strolte 

that can be deliver ed th i s autumn. 

5. We of course can aid in every way either by 

transfer of American or Br itish landing forces from 

the, United Kingdom to Gymnast and with landing craft, 

s hi pping , etc. You can if you choose put the punch in 

partly from here and the rest direct across the Atlantic. 

6. It must be clearly understood that we cannot 

count upon an invitation or a guarantee f r om Vichy . 

But any resistance would, not be comparabl e to that 

which would bo offer ed by the German Army in the Pns 

De Calais. Indeed it migh t be only token resistance . 

The stronger you are the less r esistance there would be 

and the more to overcome it. This is pol i t i cal more 

than a milltary issue. It seems to me that we ought 

not to thr ow awn y the sol e great strategic stroke open 

1 20 1 
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Action Copy 

Rec.clved at the War Department Mc:uaae Ccnt·c:r 
Room 3441 MunitioM Bide .. Wuhinctoo, 0. C. 

---~M. 

Page # 4 of number 107 from London, July 8, 1942 

to us in the western theatre during this cardinal year. 

7. 13esides the above we are studying very hard the 

possibility of an operntion in Northern Norway or if 

this should prove impracticable elsewhere in Norway. 

The difft'Culties are crcat o"ing to the danger of shore 

based aircraft attack upon our ships. We oro having 

fri.{<htful difficulties about the Russian convoys. All 

the more is it necessary to try to clear the way and main-

tain the contact with Russin. 

PRIME 

1202 



No . 108. 

~ immediately preceding telegram 

No. 107 . 

We have been deeply conaider1.ng 

question of command of maximum Bolero. 

It would be a«reeable to ue 1t General 

Marshall would undertake th1a supreme taek 

in 111~. 

laet inc!l. 

We shall sustain him t o the 

2 . The War Cabinet authorises me to 

convey above to you. 

R!ORAD!D OliCLASSIFTED by Bri tiah 
Oovt. , State Dept. tel., 3-29- 72 
B7 .a. B. Parb Da~,;AY 5 1972 

1203 
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No, 109 , 

My immediately preceding telegram 

No. 108. 

I hope Mr. President you will make 

sure that appointment ot a United States 

Commander oTer Bolero 1943 does not 

prejudice operations ot immediate 

oonaequence such as Gymnast. 

' . 

R.ZGRhll:l' cr·;,.;surrzo by k> hh 
Govt., State Dept . t e l . , S-2~-72 

By R. H. Parka Da'~ MAY 5 1972 

1204 



------- -----------------------------------------------------------------------.... 
BRITISH EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

July 8th, 1942. 

Dear Mr. President, 

I enclose herein the texts of 

two messages for you from the Prime Minister 

which have just been received by telegram 

from the Foreign Office. 

Believe me , 

Dear Mr. President, 

Very sincerely yours, 

fl. J C.--J-b-dL . 

The Honourable 

Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

President of the United States of America, 

washington, D. c . 

1205 
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Text of a telegram received from the 

Foreign Office on July 8th, 1942 . 

Following message from Former 

Naval Person for the President . 

Personal and Secret . no. 109. 

My immediately preceding telegram 108. 

I hope Mr . President you will make 

sure that appointment of a United States 
• 

Commander over Bolero, 1943 does not preJudice 

operations of immediate consequence such ae 

Gymnast. 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Britiab 
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-29-?a 
117 R • .II. Parll:a Date 

MAY 51972 

1206 



Text of a telegram rece~ved from the 

Foreign Of f i ce on July 8th, 1942. 

Following message from Former 

r;aval Person for the President. 

Personal end Secret. No. 108, 

My immediately preceding telegram 

llo . 107. 

we have been deepl y considering 

question of commend of maximum Bolero. It 

would be agreeable to us if General Marshall 

would undertake this supreme task in 1943. 

We shell sustain him to the last inch. 

2. The War Cabinet authorises me to 

convey above to you. 

R!GRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Bri t i oh 
Govt., Sta to Dept. tel., 3-29-72 
B1 R. B. Par.Q Paif! MAY 

51972 

1207 
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N..~.'IAR 7 
filed 3: 57P!.'.(9 
jnrlf 1 CABLIDRAI.~ 

R«:cived1!"t the War Department Mttuge Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Wuhington, D. C. 

JUly 9 ~ 1942 

XXXR 

V.'DCS 

14?6 Z M. 

From London 

Act ion Copy 

To The President of the Unit ed states 
The \lhite Rouse 

Number 100 I JUly 91 1942. 

Prime !Linister to President Roosevelt . No . 110, 

Reference your one six one . Tllanl< you so much about 

the transfer of the Boston bombers destined for Russia. 

\'le shall try to use them well. 

Prime 

REuf\i.OI::D U,lCLA.i:>l l"'D by n 
G • ... gr~tlt. 'l 

. ovt., Stnto Dept . tol. , 3-29-7Z 
By R, H. Parks Date 

:~fJ.Y J :; 

oo•oMo-•l t d • t• .. • • UUI · - Cf .1"4. •!Ot•U loU .I • r. 

1200 
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1\!.:. IAR 
filed 
jmw 

, CIJ3LEG!W.: 

Received et the Wa.r Department Message Centet 
Room }HI Munitiont Bldg .. Washington. D. C. 

July 9. 194? 
1922 Z M. 

From LOndon 

C~tpitl f •uni•hcd as n..ntd: 

Aclion Cop:r 

To The President of the united States 
The White House 

Number 101, JUly 9, 1942 . 

Former Naval Person to Presi dent. Personal and 

.... Number one one one. 

\'le wel come the pr oposal in the first paragraph of 
' 

your telegram that t he French warship_: at Alexandria __. 
sh~y way of the canal t o l . .artin1que . 

•;;e s uggest t.he folloWing additions to the pr oposed 

offer . First :At hat t ile Uh1t ed States and the British IJJj .....____, ..__ -
governments will agree to t he periodical relief and -- -
repatria t ion of the French crews from thcl:ie ships after --- --....,... --
t hey have reached li.art1n1.que , on the same basis as 

proposed had the ships re~ined at Alexandria .~e-
--------~~----~--~ -~ 

condly, that the offer should be made irrespective of 
.............. ~ - --- , 

whether the !all of Alexandria becomes illlll1nent, 
"'-" "'"" " ' .._ -. ... ---. 

since t hey would in any case be in uanger of enerny 
.,- - · - - .... 

~~~k~~ 
Vl1th re8Qrd to the las t paragraph or your telegram 
C.: .. "\ 

we do not a<lm1t that these French ·.1arships are in any - ........... - -" ...... ...... ......_. ·---
liay withi n th<:: scope of the armistice agreement . 

-- ' ' _...,_,. ... - ,.. .; 

......... 
I 

Prime 

REGRADED UNCLASSlPTED by British 
Govt., 6tnto Dept. tel. 3.29-?~ 
B7 a. a. Parka D•*• 7r1AT ;) 1972 

1209 
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.... July 9 , 1942· 

r.fr:iAORANDU'.L FOR 

'l'HE SECRETARY OF STATE 

The following mesaage rece1•ed rrom certain pera~ 

in London: 

•That the P'retlcfl wadhipi at Alex•li'ria 11'10'*U 

proceed by way of the canal to Martinique. SUCgeat 

additions to propoaed offer : 

(a) that Uni.ted Statu and u. K. gon-ta 

agree to periodical r elief and repatr1at1~ of 

crew• after they ha•e reached Martinique, ~ 

the nae basis bad .the sh1pl re~~~&inad at 

Alexandria . 

(b) That offer be irre1pectin of wtwther 

fall of Alexandria beCOIMI 1ainent, SiDce 

they would in an;y case be in danger of eneJIY 

air attack thllre. 

We cannot &dlllit thD.t the~e Yl\rlhipl are in any 

way ':ith1n the I COPII of the a.re.ist1ce agr eeJHDt. 

F. 0. B. 
DECLASSIFnD 

-

lr .,.,_.t7 Archivis t or tbe D.S. 

Itt. J. Stewart 

""lS .,.~! " ( ' 'Y ~;..,,IV ''1--:'t '"1' ' '}17! !"~ 'flrt":' !-'-'T~ '1 ' 1''"1"!':'~ 1 .) 
• :~ .. ": ,.,, . 111 , ":~··-. .... r ... .,.,... ··-t,. ... ..., .. , r ... ';1" ... ~ , 

1210 
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' I ' ' 

J/t~ (. :.~ 

Deer !!r. Presi dent , 

BRITISH EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON,D.C. 

July 13th 1942. 

I enclose here in a copy of a 

telegram which has just been received from 

the Foreign O~fice containing a message for 

you from the Prime !.linister. Copies of the 

two earlier messages 108 and 109 r eferred to 

are also enclosed. I originally sent 

copies of these two messages to you under 

cover of a letter dat ed July 8th, Yr'lich I 

for.•1arded to L!r . Sumne1• Welles that day with 

the request that he have it delivered to you 

as soon as possible. I am sorry to see 

that thi s letter and its enclosures do not 

seem yet to have reached you. 

Believe me , 

Dear !!r. President, 

Very sincerely yours , 

The Honourable 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Brltlab 
Govt., State Dept. tel., S-29-72 
By R. H. Parka Da'~ MAY 5 ~ 

Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

President of the United States of America , 

Washington , D. c. 

1211 



t 

No. 112. 

I direoted that telegram Nos. 108 

and 109 should be sent through the Foreign 

Ottioe as I was not sure whether you would 

wish United States Embassy i.n London to be 

1nto:rmed ot the subject matter. By a 

regrettable mistake tbey were not delhered 

by British Embaeey at Washington. They will 

be delivered by hand to you t bis morning. 

Naturally I wa s puzzled at not reoeiTing 

an answer, eo rang up Harry. 

that ends well. 

All's well 

REGRADED ·UNCLASSIFIED by Brl t l•h 
Govt., Stnto Dept . tel.1, 3-~~- '12 
By R. H. Parke DatoroAY 5 1972 

1212 
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·) \· .~r 3 
I j lC'd 7 16!'/ J :l 
. cr.· 

C!•PL:..Gr. l.M 

Received et the War Department MeNage Center 
Room 3441 Munition• Bldg .. Waahington, D. C. 

July 12, 
URGENT 

1942 - , . _ -=1~5.:.;• 3:..:9c...::.Z_~M. 

From L nnrlnn 

To ~: Jl.ID 

No. 2980 , ,July 12th , 19',2 . 

~) J • ime ~.:ini stc'l'S n\.l mh('\ r one zer n <•i r,.ht ~ 11~ or.P 

zr.ro njne sent by hitr personally thru chn nnrl~ un-

ltnown to us. f or Frenc h f 1·om Va nvoors t . Upcn1 

~uery lo Pri me Vin l ~ tDr per~nnnl l y he st3ted thn t 

r>l'i vatc- ~eC J' f'tnry refu<"C'd to s 1 a 1·e e><~c 1 ly h ow 

mcssngCJs WE't· f' t.r-ansmj t·t.ed but we have r cnson tC\ 

bcl. i r ve thn t S :'l mC' wc1·C" vj o t e l ephone. 

Franklin D. Roooevelt Library 

DECtASSIFIED 
.. ooo om. 5200.9 (9/27 /58) 

Date- MAR 3 1972 

Sicnature-~ 
Action Copy 
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.· 

STANOAitO I"'RM Ho. 1CA 
,,..,.. .,. nca: .......,. 

~~&Mat ...... 
rlltOM t WAR OEPA.RTMENT 

OC!' 1 1"0 WI'C!' ·-----

TELEGRAM 
Geor ge G. G•·1mmC'r 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS GOVERNMENT RATES 

~!JLATTAC'IIE IIMI:MBAf:O:Y 

LOI'POf 

WH ITE IIOUlit: CH8C~D FOR POTUf SEPit.L~ CI\E ZErO EJGRT' Al'D 

!'Jl'E CL:'. J M PECCIPDf IKDI ChTE lolESSAGEt 1\0T fi>I\T VIA APl'Y 

STATE !'EPT . OF
1 

1\df fTOP F0JI 1 V:\~VOQRST STOP EXPSDITE 

REPLY f,f: 'T<' I'."Ht\T CHl:l\l\EL OF TJlAI'i~M J S~JOI\ US'::J' AI\D QJI; 

WHAT I' ATE Ri-:10:1" . 

~llEI\CII 

J!oantHa »: IIOC!tl-lt Lt-
b£Ct.ASSrFJm --, 

• · •elt L1bl'&J7 · 
""~~lln D'tlevelt Libr•~ 

.... ~~· -· 
· . ~,."j 0.9 (11/U/118 
I ~,; i.J, • ~200. 9 ( 9/2? /&~) 

Date- MAR 3 1972 Date- . . . 

ll-~JI;Ii& .-~ SlgnatW'e"'~~ 

--·---

1214 
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l LCR 
:>iled 915GCT/l Z 
AC'..! 

.. 

1942 

10:10 M. 

From London 

FrMkl! n D. Roo 

DECLASSIFIED 
DOD DIR. 

Date- MAR 

11~~~ature-

Action Copy 

To Col. 1·rrnch 

ne you•· ""'·vj ce !'<'·1 Uf nttnth ('rs one zl' r o ei17ht nnd 

on(' zero nine sent thru c h nnn('lS unknown t o us. l'PIKC 

con vinced that POTU~ has rrcriv('d th('se mcssnces. 

R<>!> lY t o you1· 'l\ICry dt'lnycd duP to fact was srn t to 

U~Fcr nnd not ~!ila t t achr. 

~gd. Vnnvoor Rt . 

(9/27 /69) 

1215 
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~ ------· - - --- --...---!- - - ----
STANDA,_D P'ORM NO. l.U. 
~ rt THI ........ OOT 

IIMtH 10.1tM 

TELEGRAM 
OFFICIA.I. B USINESS--<00\'ERN MENT RATES 

No Kumber 

S IGN ALS 

LOll DC'!- , EKGL1110 

.....,,., WAR DEPARTMENT 

Thomas K. Pyk<' 
<:: 

J ulv 11, 1942 . 

' 

OUr. m;COI:DS PO KOT SHOW I'ECEJPT OF POTUS !'EP I AL!:' Ol'E ZERO 

EIGHT AI\D Oil>: ZERO J(Jh E RPT C·!iE ZEJIO EIGIIT AJID ONE ZEPO 

NIN E p D' PLEt\~E ADV I SE Im:ED I ATE J,Y WII I T & HOUSE I NQUJPEP PD 

PEPLY TO CJlYPTO W.~R 

On'ICI AL-!' ECilET 

Mnth<'w G. Jones 
MnjD>' 1 Si (;nnl Co!'pS 
oa , Cod<' ~cc tion 

-·---

FRENCII 

h'UitUn D. llooertelt J.lbftrF 
DECLASSIFIED 
DOD DIR. rsaoo.e <llta7/118l. 

Dat._ MAR 3 19n 

11JDa~Mt41(, 

........ 

121 6 
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l.CR 1 
filed 1525/14 
jll!IV • CABI.IDRAM 

R~ived at the War Oepartmc.ot Mesa.aae Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Blda .. Wuhinaton, D. C. 

WDCS 

~· 
JUly 14! 194.? 

18'5() Z M. 

-

From LOndon 
states 

Former Naval Person t o President personal and 

, "-""'(t I 3 ) 
Para 1 , Only four ships have reached ArChangel 

with four or five more precariously in the ice off Nova 

zembla out of the thirty three included in convoy PQ 

seventeen. If a half had got through we should have 

persevered, but with only about a quarter arr1 ving the 

operation is not good enough. For instance out of nearly 

six hundred tanks in P~ seventeen little over one hundred 

have arrived and nearly .five hundred are lost . This 

help anybody except the enemy. The Admiralty can­

not see what better protection can be devised, nor can 

they hazard battle ships east o:r Bear Island . stan< 

With Adm1ralty view and that all possible was done 

last time. washington has already been withdrawn 

f or her t usk in the Pacific . 

Para 2 . we therefore advise against ruruling 

PQ ei6}1teen whiCh must start ei ght eenth at latest. If 

composed only of our merchant ships we shoul d 

not send them, but no fewer than t11enty two are 

own American ships. we should therefore like to !mow 

....... tau,.• • ' 

1 2 • .., J I 



, 
Received at the War Department Mesaage Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg .. Wa&hington. D. C. 

.' 

____ M. 

From'-------------

Action Copy 

To>--------------

how you feel about it . 

Para '· Future prospects of suppl ying Russia 

by this northern route are bad . Murmansk has been l a rgel y 

burnt out and t here a re several signs of an impending 

German attack upon it . By the time that perpetual day­

light gives place to the dark period, Archangel will be 

frozen. Some additional suppl ies may be passed over the 

Basra rout e . This is being pressed, but it will not 

amount to much, Thus Russia i s confronted a t t his anxious 

moment with a virtual cutting of f of the Northern sea 

communications . we wait your answer before explaining 

t hings to stalin, The message which i t is proposed to send 

to him, if you agree that the convoy is not to eo, is 

being sent to you l ater today . Meanwhile t he convoy i s 

con t inuing to load and assemble . 

Para 4. Allied shipping l osses in the s.even 

days ending July thirteenth i ncluding the RUssian conv oy 

were r eported at not far short of four hundred thousand 

t ons for t his week, a rate unexampl ed in either this war 

or the last, and 1f maintained evidently beyond all exist­

ing replacement plans. 
PRIME 

12 18 



l.CR 1 
filed 1525/14 
jJ:If 

, 
R.ecived at the War Oepanment M-e Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bid,., WaahiDJion, D. C. 

JULY 141 1942 . -

WllCS 

_.l.,.g3..,o ...... z _ _ M. ...... 
From _ __ _,l.o=n,d,.on"-------· --~-

\ 

Action Copy 

To The Presiclent of tho United States, 
The White House 

CORRECTION 

~soage should read: 

Number 1.CR 1, JuJ.y l4, 1942. 

Former !laval Peraon to President personal and 

~r one one three , 

Para 1 . ()Jly four ahipe etc ... , 

War Dept. Code Center 

REGRADE!) ONCL.t.oSIF'Eil by ~n g. ~2 
G vt State Dept. tel . , 3-2-
B; R: 'H. Parka Date MAY 5 1972. 

1219 
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Al.i::AR ~ 
Filed J.4/l026P 
aj 1 CAB!.ffiRAII 

Rtte:ivl!d at the W.r lnpanme.nt Ma.aae Wter 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldr .. w .. hinaton. D. C. 

CS\,1) 

JUly 14. 1942 

2101 Z M. 

From Amen Embassy I.ondan 

Action C.,py 

To t he rm1ted states 

No. 104, JUl y 14, 1942 
Former Naval Person to President personal and 

~umber one one four . 

I am most anxious for you to know where I stand 

11\YSelf at the present t1ll1e. I have found no one who 

r egards "Sledgehamner'' as possible. I should like to 

see you do gymnast as soon as possible, and t hat we in 

concert with the RUssians should try for JUpiter. 

Meanwhil e all preparations f or roundup in ninet een 

f orty three shoul d proceed at fUll bl ast, thus hol ding 

t he maximum enemy forces opposite Engl and. All this 

seems to me as clear as noonday. 

RtGRAD'!D Ul!CLASSIF!ED by Brl tiah 
Gov ~. ' Stuto Dept . tel . , 3-2~-72 
By R. H · Purko Dat o MAY 5 1972 
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Received at the War Dc-pattment M6M&e Centtt 
Room }441 Munit ion• Bldr .. Wuhinrton, D. C. 

CS\.1) 

Jul v 15. li)4? 

oo'j2 z M. 

F1om I .go don 

-

' 

States 

No. ~05, July 14 , 19 4 2 

For mn l ll :wnl Person to President nnd 

personal number one one fi ve . 

rollowing is text of draft telegram to Premier 

&talin mentioned in my one one three be~ins: 

rj) \'le commenced running s rmll convoys to ::orth 

! \JF.Si n i n f.urut-tt nineteen fort y o ne nnd. until DPCCJ'I1bcr, 

the ~crmanR did not tntc many nt cnA t c i n terfere w! t lt 

them . i rom rebnli\\' Y ni ne t een for ty two , t he !'i z c M' 

tile convoy~ w~B incr~n~cd ~nd the Germ2ns t J,en moved n 

con,;; clernb l e force of U ront>' nn<' n larrc numb<'t' of nir­

cr"ft to J:orth l:orfi~Y ond Wide <letrrminc<l nt tncl:!" on the 

convoy~ . ny cri vine- the convoyr the f'tronr-c~t .,o~TJ blc 

er-cort of de!'tl·oycr!' nnd nnti f'Ubtt?J'inc crnft the con-

voyF rot tht•ourh wJ.th vnryinr but not oroh! bl tl vr lor~<rr- . 

Tt I~ evident tltnt the Crrnnn~ were dt,.!'nti~ficd with thr 

~n( l ' rontl' nlon(' , 1\,,C~\IP(' they COl~menCNI t O \II'(! thC'1.t• 

··u,·~nce fnrcc,.. rr nl nst the convoy.- . Lltcltily fl'lt' u -. , 

ltow!'vcr, to t"to.·t with they t:l:>dc ""c or thci>· hconv) •·ur­
RIORADED UNCLASSIFIED by Brl t lab 
Govt . , St a t e Dept. tel. , 3- 29-72 
By R. H. Pnr<s Date 
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• ' Re«ived at the War Oep&rtmcnt Message Center 
Room 3441 Munition• Bldg., Waahington, D. C. 

____ M. 

F~m'---------------------------

• 

No. 105, July 14, 1942 (Pare 2) 

f0ce forces to the westward of near Island nnd their 

s ubmarines to the:> eastward. The home fleet wn" thus in 

a posi tion to prevent an attack by enemy surface forces. 

Defore the May convoy was sent otf, the Admiralty warned 

us that the losse s would be very severe i f, as was ·~x-

pected, the Germans employed their surface forces t o the 

eastward of Bear Jsl~nd . We decided, however, to sai l 

tho convoy. An nttack by surface s hips did not materinl-

ize, and the convoy got through with a loss of one sixth, 

cheifly from air attack. Jn the case of PQ seventeen, 

however, the C~rmans at last u5ed their forces in the 

manner we had Always feared. They concentrated their 

submarines to the westward of !lear Island and rel"erved 
.. ~ . 

their sur face forces for attack to the enAtward of Bear 

Island. The final 

yet clear .-1: ~t thj! 

story of PQ seventee n convoy is not 

moment, only four ships have arrived, 

but four others are believed to he off tho coast of Nova 

?.embln. ~he latter 8ay, however, be attacked from the ntr 

nt any time. At the best, therefore, only one quarter 

-..........: ~RAD!D IWOLAS$!FJED by ar!•l•• ~ vo'Jt. J Stoto Ihtpt , ~ . 
ByR H "'1 ' .... - ... . - '1._• . . r . ~ 1' 

1222 



: 

•' 

I 
Received at the Wo.r Department MC614ge Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C. 

To ________________________ __ 

Jlo . 1 05, Ju l y 11, 1!142 

wt J l on l y be one eichtll . 

___ _ _;i\1, 

I mu~t cxn l ;1 i11 the d l"Of'; C'\;' ~ :'ln cl d i ~ficnltieS Of 

these c onvoy one1·ntj_on s , when the P.nemyr-: bnttlc ~<1U2. dro n 

t n~: efi i t s s tntion i n t he ext r eme nor~J~ .. , ~'/c do not think 

i t right to risk our home flee t eas t of Denr I s land or 

where · i t cnn be b1:out;ht under the attllclt of the powerful 

Cermnn ,!;hor c ·bas ed aircraft . If one or two o f our ve ry 

few rnost powerfu l bnttlcshi p!=l were t o be l os t or even 

l'lhol e colllJ .,~ud of the Atl?ntic woul cl l> c loPt . ncsicle!' 

nffcctinc the f ood .:upplics by which we live , our ,.,. , . 

effort wnul~ be crJ9pl cd : jnd nbovc ~1 1 t l1c gr cnt con-

vo~·!" of !n<'ric~n tro..,:'; :-'Crose the ncc:-tn , l' i~· in:,. ~rc!'"enL-

1 y Lo :---- h!:'ttll1 np ci:::,hty thousr.ncl ill " month , \'.'Oul <' br 

· •l+ ~ r ai :\<'t~f."n -" . .,, ty t. ·u·cc z·cn(1 f:''t'C'tl 5 n1~'nP ... :J 1 lc . * :.:y : n\':"} :"c1 v~ :!·rt-- t r 1 1 r·.c tl,~t i f the~ h:'ltJ the 

R'ri1RJ.l>ED tT"cr.A~ ~"n·n··~ ~i 11,.., t , u 
G-o tt ., .- .... ~')" ,J .• lO: ., ··~ - 72 
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Received at tJ.e Wu ~-t M-C...ter 
Room U.l Muoitiooo Blda .. Wa.ol.iJIItoa, D. C. 

____ M. 

l:o. 105, July 14, 191:> (!'ne-e 4) 

hnndling of the Cc•·mnn Fut'!nce, >'ubonrinc and nir forcer:, 

in present circur.t.,tnnccr tbcy would guarantee the 

con;>letc cle,truc,tion of rny convoy to liorth 'ursi"· 

Ther Pre un~hlc to 1\olc' out :>n}" ho;>cE th~t convoyr: 

t'ttet>r>tin:; to ont:e thco pnl'O<n(;c in !'Cr;>etunl dnylirht 

1'/0ulcl fal·e :>ny better, oven i f n,.. tlell, "" !>;, ocvcntccn. 
' 

(l~ore to follow) 

I\IGRADID UliCLASSIJIID by Bri thb 
Govt., State Dept. tel., 8-29-7a 
By R. a. Puu l!ate MAY 5 1972 

---..-. ________ ...._~··· 
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Received at the War Oepe.rtment Meuaae Center 
Room }441 Munitiono Biela .. Wuhincton. D. C. 

. ... .. 

July 1.~. , l:'l-1" 

To 'fbo ~,.o .... i dent of the Ifni ted Gtntcs 
'1"h<? White Uou~~ 

l'o . lOG, Jul} 14, 13~2 

(Continuinc n one one five) 

' • '• 

<9) It iF thcrefon• with the ereatef.'t l'ee>·et th~t we 

hrtve ref\ched the cnncl,uF:ion thPt to continue to ~ttcntl')t 

:r,!·the\' convoy" to l!.o1·th ' \ISf'ia <lurine: the su~Mter monthr 

coulc'! brinz no bt'i1e:fi t to :;ou Rnd wottl<l ,onl~, in vel ve .. 
[':'rievous ~lljUl'}' to 0\ll' COIIll'l\011 Ct\Uf"e. 

~ r· .. ei~hte'en will tLerei011e not f'!:'lil to !!l ' Chnn~cl 

but we ere !>repnre(l to <lif'pntch immedinfe l y some of thf! 

Fhi,pr of thir convoy to the l'er:!'ian Culf. ~election oi 

ships wou l d be. runde in consultation with Soviet nuthor-

j tie!' in London in Ol·der tbnt "'riorities of cargo may be 

n~recd . If fighter airC1'aft (hun·icanc!' and Riracobr•f') 

n>·e r-elected, con you opernte· nnd m~intain 'them on the 

f'<>uthern front? We could undcrt:).kr. to- asGemble them nt 

Desrn, We ho~e to incrP~~e throuch clearance cPpnclty 

of tranA :>cr,.inn routes so as to rench Feventy five ton<' 

month l y by October nnd nrc mn1:i n:; ctr~nuous efforts to 
• I 

obtr.in 9 furthC!r incren!'e. We Pl'e nslt1nr; the U!11tccl 

St Ptc~ r;overnmcnt to hol~ u~ hy ex,cditinr; dir-pntch of 

piiiWliD. UJICLASSIFIED by Bz-i tiob 
, State Dept. tel . , S-29-78 

By R. H. Po~k• Date 
I• I 1 
h ... , ... 
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Received at the War [)epartmc11t M-CeDter 
Room 3+41 Munitiooo Bide .. Wuhiocton. D. C. 

To•-------------------------

:;o . lOE, July 14, 194~ (Pn~:e 2) 

M. 

' 

the rollinr: stocl' ~nd tn•cl<F. lin increasecl volume of 

trpffic could be handled nt once if you would ncrcc to 

Anericnn truc!ts for ussr. now bein!: nssembled in the 

Persian Gulf beinc used n~ ; shuttle service for trnnF-

portinc ~:oods by rond between the Culf nnd thr C~Fpinn. 

In order to insure full use of capacity, we nc;rcc> t o 

rnise ficm·e of loaM ncs ci\!C to nrri ve Se"ltember to 

ninety five thouFnncl ton!l nnd October to one 11\mch•ed 

thousnnd tons, both e:occlu!'ive of trucks and nircrnft. 

~ All the nbove only emphcPi 7.es the im-.ortnncc> of 

combined rus!'o British opcr~.tionF to drive the enemy out 

of the ~:orthern Norwecinn Pirfield~. ',/e have bevn 

~tudyinc the possibility of these operationF for Fomr 

time, nnd if o cood plnn cnn be mndc between our offi-

CCI'£' we shall be prop~red to help with sen, lnnd nnd r11· 

forces to the be!'t of our ability. For our direct 

nt tncks by l nndingl'l from the sen we must wait till thcrr 

is n ren!'onnblc nmount of dorl<ncss, ie until Oct ob<ll'• 

The daneer from enemy aircr~ft will t~en be much reduced. 

' 

........ 1\!GRADID UliCLASS!lT'll by 11· thb 
Govt., State Dept. 0o~., 3-;;9-72 
By a . B. Para Jla&e • • . ·-. ·-·------. -~ ....- .......... 
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Action Copy 

I 
, 

1 
Received at the Wtu Department Meftace Center 
Room 3441. Munitions Bldg., Woohington, 0 . C. 

' 

_ _ _ __ M. 

!lo. 106 , July 1-1 , 1942 ( l'n~re 3) 

P.ll thi!O mu!"t be !"tudied by your officer~ nnd <Hit'S, I t 

woul<l be better if you could send your officerR here, . 

but if this i s i mpossi b l e , we wiJ l come t o you, It may 

well be t bat this study wi ll !"how tbnt the diffic~ lties 

arc proh j bitive , 

'") In addi lion to ~ combined operat ion in the north, 

-

we are thl.nkinc: of what we cnn do to help on yom· F-O\lthcm 

flanlt. If we cnn beat baclt ~ommel, we might be :>ble t o 

!'end powerful air forces in the 1\utumn to operat e on 

the left of your line , The difficulties of maintaininc 

thc~e forces o ver t he trans Persi an route wil l c l early 

be considerable, but the project is being most earnes t l y 

c:vn111ned ~ nd I nhall hope t o put detailed propo,.nls befor<' 

you in the ne:'lr fu tut•e. We must, however, fii·Ft beat 

r.ommcl of which l hnve good hopes , 

Let rn(l once nt:nin exprct::s my thankR :f'Ol' the :f'm·t y 

Do~>ton~ . \le 1\rP str~inina c vct·y nerve t o bc~t ' omme l 

ou t '>f !:c-y'lt, if not furth~·. L~I'(Tt' r <'inforccmcnt F nrc 

nrmronchin~; C(lncr~l huchinlcck in ~ const:-nt f tre:-m, 

RZGRADED Ul1r.LA~~r;-··r~ t7 !;~! llel• 
Govt., St<>to Dapt . t~L ., , -29-72 

•n•n••~u~t-o•HIIlu un''"• •• ·· •.c- •u.uuou.~!J?.. R• Ho P&. lre 9{t,tO 
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' ' Received at the War Department Me.a1o Cc.nter 
Room 3441 Munitions Bide .. Waahinaton, p. C. 

Ko. 106, July 14, 1942 (Page 4) 

____ M. 

nncl the impending arrival of strong British nnd American 

heavy armored forces s hould give t he necessary security 

to the Eastern Medi t erranean as well as obstructing 

P-ommels sup!)ly por ts of 'robruk and Denghazi. 

I am sure it would be in our common interest, 

Premier Stalin, to have the three divlsions of Poles 

you so kindly o.ffered join their compatriot s in Palestine 

where we can arm them fully. These would play a most 

i mportant part in future fighting a,; well aF! lteeping the 

Turlts in good heart by the sense of growing number s t o 

the southward. I hope t his project of yours,which we 

greatly value, wi ll not fall t o the ground on account of 

the Poles wanting to bring with the troopR a con5iclerable 

mAss of their wom.en and children who are largely de.­

penclent on t he rationP of the Polish soldiers. 'rhe 

feedin g of these dependents in Palestine will be a con­

siderable burden to us. lYe think it well worth while 

bearing that burden f or the sake of forming this Polish 

a r my which will be u!'led faithfully for out• common ad-

1228 
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, •• 
Rec.eivcd at thr War Department MUM.ge Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Blda .. Waahinaton. D. C. 

_____ M. 

No . 106 , July 14, 1942 (Page 5) 

vant age . We are very hnr<l up for food ourselveF. in the 

Levant areR but there is enough in India if we can bring 

it there . If we do not J>dt the Poles we s hould have to 

fill their placee by dr~wiog on the preparations now 

going fot·ward on a vast scale for the Anglo American 

mass invasion of the continent. I am clad t o see that 

these preparations , so far as they have ndvnncP.d, have 

nlre~.dy led the German!'. to withdraw <two heavy bomber 

groups from South l' ussin to the south of France . Be­

lieve me, my comrade; nnd friend, there iR nothing that 

is u!'eful and sen!'iblc thnt we and the Americans will 

not do to help you in your grand strucgle . The Pr esi -

dent and I are censelc!lely searching for means to over-

come the extraor'dinary difficulties which gcocraphy , 

salt water nnd the enemys air power interpose. 

PRHlE 

·~ll': RfDi.i! -..-· 1T 
-·~ : t.., :O.'lt _jcpt . tel. ~ 
..;.. Ly R. H. Parka Dato 

MAY 5 '9'' l f t. 
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IWAR 1 
.led 16/313A 
r t CAB!.£GRAM ' Received at the War Department Mctua:e Center 

Room I MUnitions Blda .. Waahinaton, D. C • 

CSWD 

. lul y 16 
1 

1 942 

0149 z M. 

From I .Qndon 

~ "' , .... 
- I .., "' - "' .. I 

"' "' 

No, 107, July 15, 1942 

Former Naval Person to President personal and 

secret. No. one one si~ most immediate . 

Fur tfSr to my no, one one three and appended 

draft to Stalin, We are as you know running a heavily 

guarded convoy to llalta. soon relying upon very strong 

sea borne fighter protection. If this should succeed 

without serious losses it might render possible an 

attempt in September to run an even more power fully 

mounted and protected convoy to Russia. Admiralty are 

studying this and I do not propose in my message to 

Stalin to close the door finally now as is done in 

paragraph three of t he draft in my no, one one five 

telegraphed to you, The Malta convoy will decide 

whether very str ong sea borne fighter protection is 

effective , That can onl y be proved by trial. 

I am glad indeed you are sending our friends 

over , I feel sure this was the only thing to do , Later. 

Your one six six and one six seven just received 

are covered by the foregoing, Many tb~nks. 

PRIME 

... 
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t ' Re«ived at the War Oept.rtment Maaa&c Center 
Room 3441 MW>itions Blda .. Wuhinaton, D. C. 

llo 108 July 16, 1942 

CSlll> 

Former llo.val Pereon t o Pr611dent peroono.l o.nd T ni.Diber .£ 
one ono eeve.n 

Will oon~ey our frienda on o.rri~al to uaual weekend r eaort where 
Bri t i oh Chiof a of atatt o.wo.it t hem. I wiah t could guo.ro.ntoo the 
beo.utieo. o.nd the weather of Hyde Po.rk. 

' 

1231 



.. 

,•niAr 3 
filc<l lG/1:!17!> 
rim 

• 

• Cablegram 

Rtt>t.1ved at the War Depanme.nt MetM&e Center 
Room }HI Murutiono Bldr .. Wuhinrtoo, D. C. 

.July 16 19 !1 2 

_ ........ u ... s...,z'-_M. 

From t .ondon 

Action Copy 

·ro : 

To Pres1 den t of the JJni t ed c:.- t ate~ 

l'1'e!' i dee t of t he United Hates 
White House 

No . 1 09 J uly 16, 104 2 

forme1· ~cr!'on to the Presi dent. 
Per$onal an~. Numbe~ ·o·n·el.olnle~ieii~g~ht. 

Am holding up lone telegr am to Stalin for 
another .twenty! our hours, in hopeE of be!ng 
nble to improve oarncraph three a little. 
Should be c r 11teful if ,you would say noth i ng to 
him meanwhi l e . 

Prime 

REGRAD!D UNCLASSI FIED by E~l 'lnh 
Covt., State Dept . tel . , 3-2~-72 
By R. B. Parko Dato 

MAY 51972 
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Al!I1AR 
1: 15A~I 
July 17 

t ' Received at the Wu Department Mea.aae Center 
Room )441 Munitions Bldr .. Waobinrton. D. C. 

CSWD 

Julv 16. 1942 

23 : 20 z .m: 
From I on don 

Aetlon Copy 

To The Pres l dent of the United States 

No. 110 July 16, 1942 

Prime Win1ster•s No. 119.• 
Former Naval person to President. Your one six 

eir:h t. Cer tainly . Whntevor you wish. We nre always 

entirely at your service. 

McClure 

Note: No internal number . WDCS 

R!GRAD!D UNCLASSIFIED by Brltleb 
Govt., Stato Dept. tel., 3-29-72 
By R. H. Parka Date 

MAY 51972 

*The War Dept. Code loom 
called at 0650/17 to report 
that the above unnumbered mea­
sage bad been serviced to de­
termine the ort1o1al P.M. num­
ber. The number tor it i s J;l2.. 
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' 

WAft oU-ARTMENT 

THE CHIEF OF STAFF 

WASHINGTON 

July 17, 1942· 

IW'ORANDUII FOR THE PRESIDlllT: 

The attached message just received 
from General Eisenhower indicates that the 
party is going from Prestwick to London by 
rail, arriving there tomor row morning at 
6:00 A.M. This is a change from tha orig­
inal schedule as 1 t was planned to continue 
to London in the same plane . 

Incl. Franklin D. RooseYelt Library 

DEClASSIFIED 
DOD DIR. 52oo.9 (9/27/58) 

Dat•- MAR 3 1972 

1234 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 
CLASSIF'IEO MESSAGE CENTER 

I ,;.1.) INCOMING MESSAGE •''Ji !r 17 19(~~ 
lt>~?: 

x:r.x A - :liOE!i'l' 

?1'0151 : London. 
'A'O : Aglflllr 

~o . 461 July 17 79(2 

This ~~s~f~O for Col~nol De~e S3cr9t &ry 
•>:f c-aneral Stt:df. loib c:a't.to P~·oc~o<iins by rttLl froca or~ gina l 
li!.Ddiug point e:rr1-v1::~c here nero si:r ze:l"o zel'~ Gtl'.i' 
81lt,~Nlay . 

Act1 on Copy: OJ?ll 

Info. Copies: SGB 
Pile 

hanl:Un D. IIOOIIeftU LtWvJ 

DECLASSIFJm 
DOD DIR. 52oo.e ,·9/2? tae > 

Date- MAR 3 1972 

11pt111'·~ 

CM-IN-3964 (7- 17-42) 1944 Z 

COPY No. 

THr MAI(INI'; OF' AN EXACT COPY OP' TH&a M £SSAQ[ IS FORBIDDEN 
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c +BUCRUI I 

Received at the War Department Menaa:c Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bide .. Wuhinaton, D. C. 

DNOON 

To pcmrs 

#111, July 17, 1942 

Former Naval Person to President , 
Reference my nwnber one one eig.ht . ,; 

Jul )' 1 a , 1942 

0223GCT M. 

Number one two zero. - -- .... 
Al'firt from minor verbt.l amendments the telogram to Stalin 

aa sent today, Friday, differs -only in the following respeot 
trom the dr&tt sent in m;y number one one five (A) laet three 
eentences of para one amended to read "At the moment only four 
ehips have arrived at Archangel , but six others &re in OOTa 
Zembla Harbours, The latter may, however, be attacked trom the 
air at an¥ timo. At the boat, therefore, only one third will 

CSWD 

have survived" (B) Para three and firot sentence of para four 
amended to re&d "'ly naval ac!Yiaers tell 1118 that if they h&d the 
handling of the German aurface, submarine and air torcea, in 
present ciroumatanceo, they would guarant~e the complete destruc­
tion of any convoy to North Russia, They havo not been able ~o 
ft.r to hold out hopes that convoys attempting to make the passage 
in perpetual dayl ight would fare better than P Q Seventeen. It 
ia, therefore, with the greatest regret that we have reached the 
conclusion that to attempt to run the neXt convoy, P Q Eighteen, 
would bring no benefit to you and would only involve dead loaa 
to the common o&use . At the aame timo, I give you my assurance 
thl\t, if we can deviae arrangements which give a reasonable ohance 
or at least a fair proportion of the contents or the convoys 
roaching you, we will atart them again at once, The crux of the 
probl8!11 1a to make the B&rento Sea u dangerouo for German -r­
shlps as they make it for ours. This is what we ahould aim at 
doing with our joint resources. I ahould like to send a aenior 
officer of tho RAF to North Russia to oonfor with your officers 
and make a p .an. 

!.!eanwhile we are prep&red to despatch immediately to the 
Persian Gulf some of the ships wbioh wore to have sailed in the 
PQ convo:;." (0) Paragraphs five, six, and aevenr 

Your tele~rac to mo on Twentieth June referred to conbined 
operationa in the llorth. Tho obstaolea to sendi~~& further convoys 
at the present time equal l y prevent our sendinG land forcea and 
air rorcea for operations in Northern No.-y, But our off~cero 

RIGRAD!D U~CLASS ifiED by t~!tl ob 
3-~b-72 
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t I 
Received at the War Ocpanmrnt Menage Center 
Room 3~~1 Munitions Bld1 .. W01hinston, D. C. 

To _______ _ ___ __ 

_ _ ___ 111. 

Page two #111, July 17, from London to POTUS 

should forthwith consider together what coaoinad operation& 
may be poaaible in or after October when there i s a reason­
able amount of darknees, It would bo better if you could 
eend your officers here, but if thle ie i mpossible , ours 
will como to you. 

In a i dition t o a co2bined operation in the North, we are 
studying how to hel p on your southern flank. If we can beat 
back Rommel, we might be able to send powerful air for ceo in 
the aut~~ to operate on tho left of your line, The diffi­
culties of maintaining those for eea over tho trana•Peraian 
route without roa~cing yo~ suppliea will clearly be consid­
erable but I hope to put detailed proposals before you in 
the near future , We muet, however, firot beat Rommel. The 

battle is now intense. 

Let me once again express r:ry thanks for tho forty Boa­
tone , The Germans are constantly oending mora men and air­
craft to Africa• but large reinforcompnts are approaching 
General Auchinleck, and the impending' 'arrival of strong Brit­
ieh and American heavy bomber aircraft forces should give 
seo~ity to the eastern ~editerranoan, as well as obstruct­
ing Raunela aupply porta of Tobruk and Bonghati . (D) Last 
paragraph, words "In Palestine" omi tted from fourth sentence 
and laat oentenoo but two amended to road "Theae preparations 
have already led tho Germans to withdraw two heavy bomber 
groups from South Russia t o France." 

I have added that I have shown this tele~r~ to you . 

PRIIIB 

r. t • ~ 

., l!lt{. 
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A~IWAR 5 
Filed 0115/22 
rlw 

•• .. , Cable 

Received at the War ~partmcnt Meaaase Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg .. Wuhington, D. C. 

CSWD 

-
July 21 1 1942 

2329 z M. ,/ 

From~. ----~Lo~n~d~o~n~-------------- l v 
\j,l~/ 

Action 

States l / 

1 person to President. Per sonal and 
Number one two one. 

One· I am anxious t o do all I can to help you 
combat the U dash boat. as ~o~~re no doubt aware there 
are s~~ three hundred Baker Obg Easy apostrophe Sail 
and Oog .~asy apostrophe Sail Bui l ding in U S A at 
British r equest. ~ccording to my information thj Twin 
Screw Corvettes Building in Canada and the First Bak~r 
Dog Easy apostr ophe Sail/ and Dog Easy apostrophe Sail' 
complete at the same time. The ocean going minesweepers 
are a similar case. 

Two· We cannot tell which of us or where the enemy 
will strike in the different phases of the war, We 
must act according to circumstances, I would propose 
therefore that all the above mentioned vessels and also 
the United Kingdom production should be thrown in the 
common pool and assigned to the best common advantage 
accor'ding to needs . The machiner y of the combined chiefs 
of STAFF and the munition assignments board is suited 
to the task, Decisions must be made in good time to 
a llow the completing s hips to received United States or 
British equipment as the case ruay be. This procedure bas 
al ready led to the transfer of fifteen single~rew 
Corvettes to the United States Navy, It is in 
accordance with the general agreement about munitions and 
I urge t hat it should have our blessing. As our need 
of the eight fairmiles is at t his moment lese urgen t the 
Admiralty is arranging t heir transfer now . 

Prime 

• · !liGRAD!:D UNCLASSIFIED by British 
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-29-72 
B7 R. B. Parka- . Da'• MAY 5 1972 
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WAR 2 
Filed 433P/26 
ACM 

, 
Cablegram 

R«cived at the War Department Meuage Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg .• Waahington, D. C. 

J 

.. 
'. ., 

CSWD 

2 

·14 :38 z M.,.-( 
I I. ~;: _..... From London 

· ~. 

Action Copy 

{!' To• __ ~P~O~T~U~S~------~~--~ 
r \ \ ., .... 

XXXC 113, July 26th, 1942. 

Former Naval Person to President 

and personal , No one two two. Your no. one six 
r 

nine, Par~King and Pound have been discussing 

the _allocation of escort craft. 

The so called pool only exists up to the time 

of a.llocati on which will be some months before they 

are ready for service. 

There was never any intention' of mainta.ining 

a pool once ships are in service. 

I hope this will meet your wishes . 

Prime 

REGRADSD UNCLASSIFIED by 
Govt., St ate Dept . te\ . , 
By R. H. Parko D~te 

Brltiah 
3- 29-72 

MAY 5 i972 
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.t CA8Ll!GIWI 

Rec-eived at the War Department Mea.ae Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bl~ .• Wasbi.,.ton. D. C. 

~ JULY 27 . 19-iZ 

URGBIT 

LOIIDON -To filE fRESIDM 0 F THE UJI1'l' ED STATES 

No. 114, JUly ze, 1942 

CS1fD 

OtZO Z M. 

Fonoer llan.l Penon to Preaidont peroon&l end .. 

~o, one two throe . /~· 

1. I -• llll'l you would be aa pl.,.oed ao I ea. 

indeed u • • are all bore, at the reeulta or thia otrenuoue 

week. Be a idea reaobl.ng agree..,nt on aotion , r elationo t1 

cordial 1nt1•oy end eOOII'adeohip baTe been o-ntod between 

OW' high otrioera. I doubt it • ueoeu would haTe been achieved 

without Barry• inT&l- ble aid, 

2, . Wo muot eotabi i ab a aeoond front tbio year and 

·' 
attack at the earlioot moment. u 1 • •• it thia aeoond tront 

oonoiata or a ... 1n be~ holdl.ng the ena,y pinned oppodte 

(hitherto called Q)'llll&at). Vow that norythl.ng 1a cleoided-

oan, a a you oe::t, so full atoea ahaad, 411 clependa on oeoreOT 

and apoed end on baTing a regular aohoclule or politloal and 

Jailitary aotion. Bnry hoW' oounta and I agree with you that 

October thirtieth 1o the lates t date wbi ob ahould be aooepted , 

ho.A, . ... ~. ., 1 ..... r • ..;.iJ.r •l...i Li ,.. 

Govt. , Stato Dept. tel., 
8J R. B. Parka Date 

II I 

. ........ n • t .., . ,..._ .. ....._.- C-- -~-••••*U fOiLU • •• 

.o.~:• J. t1.ah 
3- 29- 72 

- ...... - ... 
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.. T 
Received at the War Department Message Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg .. Waahinaton, D. C. 

~ 
____ M. 

---------------------
To ______ ___ -'R.E~G~RA~D.,"':.D~nwNCLASSiriED by Bri tlah 

Govt . • State Dopt *e) 3 39 za 
hy R. R. Parka Dot e •• 

PlGB 2. '\~J\'/ ' 5 19: 

Ho. ~14, July 26, 1942 

S. Secrecy can on1y be ~intained by deception. For 

thia purpose I am ~·nning Jupiter and we muet alao Work up 

Sledf:eh&mmer with the utmost vigour. These will conr all 

Torch noeryone except the aecret circleo ahould believe they 

are going to Sue& or Basra thua expl aining tropical kit. The 

C&Dadian Array here will be ti tted tor Arotio Service. Thua 

we shall be able to keep the enemy in doubt till the l ast moment. 

4. Meanwhile I hope Bolero prooeeaee wil l continue 

a t tull blaat eubjeot only to azJ3 neceuary illptng-t upon 

thea • de by Torch, which iaping-nt eventuate• only in a 

certa in delay, Thua we ahall be able to etrike, r1g)>.t 

handed, lett handed or both MMed, 

6, I talked to General Kareb&ll about the eoale or 

auppliee and equipment laid down tor United State• Foroea in 

Bolero, At nine ton• a man initial equipment and nine daah 

tentha a t on a month mainteoanoe thia work• out at eleven 

al.llion aenn hundrad thouaand l ong ton~ tor t he tirat nine 

aontha and over ninateen aillion tote. the eeooud nine aontha, 

--~----~.~ .. =-~~~.=.,.~~~·=·~~.~-~~-------------
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--------- ----------, 
Received at the War Oepa_rtment Mepaa-e Ce.nter 
Room 3441 Munitiont Blda .. Washington, D. C. 

To•-------------------------

M, 

R!GRAD~D UNC LASSIFIED by British 
PAGE ~ . Govt . , Sta~o Dept . tel., 3- 29-72 

Wo. ll~, July 28, 1942 
By R. a. Parks DatlllAY 5 1972 

that io t o aay a l:aoat aa 1:11ch in one nine tour three tor the 

.&..er1CAD Exped.itionary P'oroea aa n are pl&Dning tor the 

whole illportatialot Great Britain both in rood and raw u.teriala. 

At present it 1a l W down that the t1rot a1ll i on AIMricana 

bring with them one hundred and aeventyt1n thou .. .nd 110tor 

vehiolee or one to r onry e1x _, involving one hundred 

aevontythe thousand driveu and probably 1u III&DY aore in the 

work ahopa tor m&l.ntonanae . According to our joint ahipping 

authoritiea · oaly two daah t liirda ot the ahipping required tor 

aucb a calea can be made available. It 1a therefore a oaee 

ot oc:oaing with auoh tenr ..,. or lighter acalea. O.neral 

ll&rahall proaiaed to look into t ho .. acalea with a rt .. to 

cutting them draatioally. 

11. I ban to draw ac heavily on atoolta thia year to 

get through with twenty tive tdlliona import, and enn it thil 

ia achi ... ad it 1a only one daab halt our pre daab war 

illport and tnnty .. .,.n or twenty eisJ>t a{lliona will be our 

ainimua next year. It would be moat imprudent to r-in 

without a:n;:t rea ern ot atoolta in cue heavy bollbing ot the 

........ •• 

1? l\~ . .. 

-



Re«ived at the War Deportment Muoaa• Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg .. Wuhinaton, D. C. 

To ____ _ ______ ___ 

----~M. 

Govt., StatP Drpt . tol .. S-~9 - 7 2 

PAGE'· By R. ii . .- :I' ~~: 
'• 

llo. 11•, July 26, 19.Z 

Meraey &nd Clyde begin.l again . I ahould be moet gratetul it 

you would examine thia youraelt. I a m working here with Averill, 

Douglae and Le&there. 

7. lfe were diaappointe4 at not breaking RC11111118l 1 • 

t'r.x>t laot week though hea..y louee were Wlioted upon him in 

bitter fighting, 1r. haTe tar hearler reintorc-te approach­

ing and tar better OOIIIQUDicatione than he hu and marked ouper-

iority in this air. The lligbth Britiah Arlloured and Fcrtyfourth 

Bl'itiah Intantry Diviaicna al'e new landedi and the Fittytiret 

Brith b Intantry arrh•• in t hl'ee weeki beaidea at leaat 

forty ol' titty tho,.an4 replac-enta flowins in ateadily. The 

Sheran.e abould arriTe early ' in Septcber and we hope to bring 

them into action during that .:>nth. Thus I teel oontident we 

can def end Egypt and I tl'uet Auohinleck .ay deatroy tbia .an 

where he now atanda , I &a delighted to haTe the 11nited St&tea 

Arlloured "1rlaion and hope it ali¥ follow the l'ittyaixtb which 

landa early in October. 
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Action Copy 

1 , 

Rtccivcd at the Wax Depanment Mcua.&c Ceoter 
Room $441 MunitioM Blda .. Waehinaton, D. C. 

___ ..;~ __ M. 

To·---- --- --------

P.W! 6. 

8 , I t Auohinleolc beata Ro..,.l we shall han abeut 

aeTen diTiaiona which either be directed to follow up a Tiotory 

in the Wee tern Deaert into Acrobat or, ahould the Ruaoiau 

Southern P'rout ghe • Y, to the Le'flllt dash Ct.ap1au theatre, 

9, I atill feel that ill apite all other d-.>.de upon 

ue we ought to try to place twenty, thirty or eTell forty air 

a qu&drona on the Russian a,outhern fl&u1c, thua helping them to 

hold the barrier formed by the Caspian, the C&uoaaua llollllt&ina 

and a Turkey oouti~ed in neutrality, · It · alae . .... 

neoeuary to han a ometbing aolid to otter Stalin, 'llh&tner 

bappena howeTer uothint; IIUit interfere with torah or weU:en 

Auohinleok befor e be haa wou, 

RlGRI.D!D tNCtASSr~:ao b7 Br 1t1ab 
Govt.' Stuto Dept. tel . , 3~9-?1 
By R. U. Parlee Date ' · 

MAY 5 1972 

.. 
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HED 
FILED 29/9e!JA 
A'/~1/AR 1 

• CABLEGRAM , 
Rccc;ved at the War De~rtment Meueae Center 
Room )441 Munitions Blda .. w .. hinaton, D. C. 

JULY 29 1.942 

...... 290808Z M. 
From AMERI CAN EMBA. SY LONDON 

To, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UN ITED STATES 

110 . 117 JULY 29,1942 
TO PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT FROM THE FORMEh 

NAVAL PERSON NO 124. 

CAMPBELL IS BE I I'\0 I NSTRUGTED TO COMMUN I CATE TO 

YOU STAL I NS ANSWER TO MY '~ESSAGE OF JULY E IGHTEENTH . 

I DO NOT PROPOSE TO E '.~BARK ON. AN AROUUENT , BUT 

STALl N WILL NO DOUBT EXPECT SOME ACCOUNT OF OUR RECENT 

CONVERSAT IONS HERE ON THE SECOND FRONT. SUBJECT TO 

\'/HAT YOU MAY FEEL, I PROPOSE TO REFEF\ STAL IN TO THE 

A I DE MEMO I P.E EXPL A I N ING OUR ATT I TUDE · HANDED TO MOLOTOV 

HERE JUST BEFORE HE LEFT FOR MOSCOW , 1'/H I CH I SHOWED 

YOU ," AND TO SAY THAT IT STILL REPRESENTS OUR GENERAL 

POSITION, BUT THAT \'IE HAVE AGREED WI TH YOU ON CERTAIN 

ACT I ON , ALTHOUOH AT PRESENT STAG[ NOTHING CAN BE SAID 

AflOUT T I 'IE AND PLACE. 

1'/E MIGHT ALSO SAY T HAT \'IE HOPE TO RE!:UME CONVOYS 

I N SEPTEMBER , IF RUSSIANS CAN PROVIDE NECESSARY A IR FORCE 

TO DENY GERMAN SURFACE SHIPS USE OF BARENT, SEA AND THAT 

IF THE B ATTLE IN EGYPT GOES WELL WE SHOULD BE ABLE TO 

MAKE A FIRM OFFER OF A I R SUPPORT OIJ THE F\USS I AN SOUTHERN 

FLANK . ii.GR.AD! D IINCLASSIFIED by Bri tiah 
~t., Stato Dept, tel., S-29-72 

WHAT ARE YOUR V JEWS? Jy II. H. Parka Date 
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- .. .. 1 
Rle(;eived at the War Department Me:aaac Ce.nte:r 
Room 3HI Munition.o Blda .. Waahinaton. D. C. 

From. PRI ME 

Action Co y 

To POI!!S 

PAGE TWO 

II'( THE IAE 1\NWH I LE WE ARE EXPLAINING TO Mil I SKY 

IN DETAIL NATURE OF PROBLEMS OF RUSS I AN C()tiVOY S AND 

LATEST POSIT ION ABOUT BOMBI!!C ATTA<'KS ON GERMANY AND 

PLANS FOR COMMANDO RA I DS 

PRI ME 

IUCRAD!D U!iCLA<S " 
C:ovt., State D;p~· I!O by B~l'lab 
By R • .11. Parka ' ;~1., 3-211-72 -i• 

lf..AY 5 1972 
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A~~ .... a 1-
f!!Jled 33-;}A/30 
JJ!il 

CABLEGRAM 

Received at the War Department MCNal~ Center 
Room 3441 Munition• Bide .. Wuhinaton. D. C . 

.July 31. 1942 

_.!,1,01!.!!40o!L.JZ;,___,M. 

WDCS 

From J:Qndon 

,.,. , ... 
I 

~ . , I . ., 

(..,.,... 
I._ Action Copy 

To The PN!sidont of tho United States 
Tho White House 

llwnbor ll9 from London, En~:land July 30. 1942 

Fol"tlSr liaval Person to ~ho President. Personal and -

!lumber ~ Your one seven two. 

Para, 1. VIe do not agree with Chian~; Kai Sboks eotimnto 

of the Indian situation, Tho Congress Party in no way represents 

India and is stronely opposed by over ninety million ~ohamcedans, 

forty million Ul\touchableo, and the Indian States comprisinG some 

ninety millions, to whom we are bound by t reaty. Congress repre­

sents mainly the intelli(l~ntzia of non fiehtinb Hindu elements, 

and can neither defend India nor raise revolt , The militar; cleosos 

on vlbom everythin!J depends arc thorouehlY loyal, in fact ov3r a 

m!.lli:>:> have volunteered for the Army and the numbers recently 

volunteering greatly exee~d all previous records . Their loyalty 

would be gravely 1mpaired by handing over the Government of :O.ndia 

to Congress control. Tho reckless declarations of Congre~s have 

moreover given rise to widespread misgiving , even anonc its own 

rank anu file. 

Par a 2, Tho Oovernmont of India have no doubt of their ability 

to maintain order and carry on (IOveriunent with efficiency and secure 
I 

Indias ~ contribution to the war effort wh~tover Conerosa 

nay say or even do , provided of cour3e that their authority is 

not undenn!.ned . His llajes~;rs Covem<lellt here have no intention 
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Received at the War Department Menage-Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Waohinfton, D. C. 

____ M. 

From ______________ _ 

Action Copy 

To·-------------
Page f/2 of Number 119 from London, England July 30, 1942 

of making any offer beyond the sweeping proposals w!oich Sir Stafford 

Cripps carried to India and in fact could not do so without creat-

int: ~,~rave i nternal trouble in I ndia. So f ar as I am concerned, 

I could not accept responsibility for making further proposals at 

this stage. We have however only today in Parliament made clear 

that while the specific proposals suggested by Cripps failed to se­

cure ag~eement 'NO stand. firmly by broad intention of our offer which 

is that India should have the fullest opportunity at the earliest 

• possible moment after the war to a ttain to complete self government 
,. 

under constitutional arrange111ents of her own devising. I earnestly 

hope therefore, Mister President, that you will do your best to 

dissuade Chiang Kai Shek irom his completel y misinformed activities , 

and will lend no countenance to putting pressure upon His Majestya 

Coverrunent. 

Prime 

• ~••,.•••'Ult.«••lllto• u~u tee• co.,••c, l ll l U• u u •-·• ·' · 
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' . ,· BRITJSH EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON,D.C. 

\.. 
July 31st, 1942. 

Dear Mr. President, 

I encl ose herein a copy of a 

telegram which has been received this 

morning at the Embassy from the Foreign 

Office containing a message for you from 

the Prime Minister. This telegram refers 

to two messages sent by the Prime Minister 

to Monsieur Stalin, and copies of these 

messages are also enclosed herein. 

The Honourable 

JTanklin D. Roosevelt, 

Believe me, 

Dear Mr . President, 

very sincerel y yours, 

President of the United Stat es 

of America, 

Washington, D. c. 

. ' 1249 
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I . 

Telegram doted July 31st from the Prime Minister 
to the President , 

/Vo. /dl.!>-· A 

Your 171. 

I have eent telegrams which follow to 

Stalin end I hope you will authorize me to tell 

him what we have settled. I am sure I can etate 

the case in all ita bearings , 

2 , It was necessary tor me on other grounds 

t o go to Cairo . The Chief of I.mperial Oeperal 
1 

\ 

Staff will come with me in both cases. I run also 
\ 

asking Smuts and Wavell to oome to Cairo, 

3. Admiralty are prepared to try to run - \ 

another PQ convoy of forty ehipe about $eptember 4th~ 

4. I cannot give up any aircraft from Middle 

Eaet t i ll Rommel is beaten , but anything additional 

you can find for Southern Rueeian front will be a 

godsend. 

See my immediately following telegr!llll , 

1\JCI\AD!D Ul;CLASSIFIED by Br; tlsb 
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-29-?2 
By R. B. Parka Date L~l 

' 
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Telegram from London dated July 31st containing 

text of first message sent by the Prime Minister 

to Monsieur Stalin . 

We are making preliminary arrangements 

(see my ilTmediately following message) to run a 

large convoy through to Archangel in the first week 

of September. 

2. I am willing , if you invite me , to come 

myself to meet you i n Astrakhan, the Caucasus or 

similar convenient meeting place . We could then 

survey the war together and take decisions hand in 

II. 

hand. I could then tell you plans we have mads w1 th 

Pt•eeident Roosevelt for offensive action in 1942. I 
~ 

.would bring Chief of Imperial General staff with me . 

I am starting for Cairo forthwith . I have 

serious business there as you may imagine. From there 

I will if you desire it f ix a convenient date for our 

meeting which might eo far• ae I am concerned be between 

the tenth and t hirteenth of August , all being well. 

The War Cabinet have endorsed my proposals • 

See my succeeding telegram. 

.. 
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III. 

Telegram from London Oatod July 31st containing 

text of second message sent by the Prime Minister 

to Monsieur Stalin. 

.. 

My immediately preceding message. 

We are making preliminary arrangements ~ 
for sailing a convoy of for ty ships during the 

first week in September. I must make it clear, 

however , that there is little chance of even 

one-third of the ships getting through to you, as 

was t he case in P. Q.l7, unless air threat to German 

surface forces i n Barents Sea is such ae to deter 

letter from operating against convoy. As you are 

no Ooubt aware , situation has been discussed with 

~ . Waisky end I understand that the letter has 

communicat ed to you what we consider mi nimum air 

requirements . 

..... .. 

lll" e • n.-~ '"'CL~ SSlFltD by Brit \ eb 
,...,'-" u;• ' • "9 72 

GoTt~ , St&t~ Dep\. tol. , ~- ~ -
B7 a. ll. -...~·•• lln~~AY 5 l972 
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