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By R. H,

| compatible with our Atlantic Charter,
 yesterday afternoon with great cordiality on both sides,

| you will be ahle to reach good understandings with him.

| let me know your impressions.

We have done very good work this and last week with Molotow

and as Winant will no doubt have informed you we have completely
transformed the treaty proposals. They are now in my judgment
free from the objections we both entertained and sre entirely

The treaty was signed

Molotov is & statesman and hes a freedom of action very
I am very sure

different from what you and I saw with Litvinow.
Flease

So far all has gone well with the Northern Convoy but the
dangers on the next 2 days must necessarily be serlous.

I had an opening talk with Arnold and Towers and both are
coming to me for the weekend. I am arranging for them to meet
all our air chiefs and they will go into every detail together.

1 have hope that a good arrangement will be possible, The 2
principles seem to be (A) optimum impact on the enemy and

(B) maximum Amerlcan econtribution thereto. .
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WA —REE LR BEL PR -:l-: T WLERREE PRLLE B §

1158



o« e

Received at the War Department Message Center
Reoom 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

Tao

Copies furnisked as moled:

g-7a

3=2

tel.,
Date

SLATe I apt.

By R. H. Parks

Govi.,

Action Copy

Mumber 81, May 27th, 1942, XXXC

Mountbatten and Lyttelton will come together but formers
visit must be short on &ccount of our common work with which

he iz charged.

I am fully sware of your preoccupations in the Pacific at
the present time and if you considered it necessary to withdraw
Washington at once we should quite understand. It is however
most important to complete our coneentration in the Indian Ocean
lot Warspite, Valiant, Nelson and Hodney by the middle of July.
This can be done if we can retain Washington until King George ¥V
| finishes refitting at the end of June. '

The introduction of convoys between Key West and Hampton
roads nas evidently had the good effect we all expected, but
the Caribbean end Gulf of Mexico are still very sore spots.
King and Pound have been in communication about this and I hope
rit. may be found possible, even by running risks elsewhera, to
provide sufficient escort craft to deal with these areas,

I must express my gratitude for your allocation of 70
tankers to bulld up United Kingdom stocks of oil. Without this
help our stocks would have fallen to & dangerous level by the end
of the ysar. This uutiﬁn is the more generous considering recent

heavy American tanker losses and the sacrifices involved in re-—

BUGIFONS-FETE ~dWINSCAN BALLS BOBE €6, iR, Widgind TiyLy .__
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leasing so many ships.
PRIME

|
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From___Prime

To__The President of the United States

— —_— — —

Copies furmished o5 moted: I

No. 82, May 27, 1942
To President No, 20, I am venturing to send
e —
you a collection of the books I have written, which
1 have had bound up, hoping you will find a place
for them in your shelves. Kindest good wishes,

Former Naval Person,

| Prime

REGRADED UNCLAGSIFIED by Britist
Govt., Statu Dept. tel., B-28-74
By R. H. Parks pate MAY 51972
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LHG London

This telegrom must be :
closely paraphrosed bee- Doted Moy 28, 1942
fore being eommmnicated

to anyonee (MC) Reold 4345 0.0l

Seeretory of Stote,

Viashington, [ 44
REGHADED OMOLASSIFIED bY Erltl?m
Govt., Staie pDept. tel., B-R8- _

2966, Moy 25, 4 D4l py R. H. Parks D“'MH < 1071

Enbosaytas 2943, May 27, 11 a.m.

40 TIE PRESIDENT FROM THE FORMER HN.V..L
PERSON,

Nos 91, Your 149.

One, I send in my immedicte following report
of our formal conversatlon, which covera. Bolero,
Sledgehommer ahd Super=lound=Up,

Lddlitionnl priv:{tr: conversction improved atmnge
vhere but did not alter substonce., Ve mode grent
progress In intimoey ond goodwill,

Twoe. VE ore working hord with your officers
and all pregnrations are proceeding ceaselessy on
the largest scale, Dickie will explain to you the
difficulties of 1942 vhen he arrives, I have also
told the Staffa to study o landing in the north of
Horvioy, the occecupation of which seeEma necessnry to
enaure the flow of our supplies next ?Eﬁrlta HRusain,
I have told Molotov we vould hove something recdy for

hini about this

L 1162 §
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2= #2966, Moy 28, 4 a,l,, from London

him about this t> discuss on his return here, "e did
not go deeply into it in any waye. Peraonelly, I

set great importance upon it if a good plan ocan be
modE .

Three. So for our northern oconvoy is fighting
its woy through heving loat five ships, sunk or
turned bnack, out of 35, Tomorrow, 28th, we ought to
be getting under the Rusainrn air umbrella if any
has been rovided. Otherwise, tws more days of
thia,

Pour, .uchinleck's news tonight indicntea that
the battle in Libyn hos begun. Thils may be the
biggest encounter we howve ever fought. General
Suuts who hns vislted the vhole front Exprtn;;ﬂ high
conficence in the result, T am sure ell ‘merican
heerts will be with us, The ilsaue seems t;u depend on
the ermoured fighting on the desert flank., Perscnally
I welcome the trial of atrength and am glad if it las
come about by Rommel's attack.

Fiv:, Ve mast never let gymnast psss from
our minds, All other preparations would help if
need be towards that,

WINART

ALC

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., Btate Dept. tel., 3-20-73
Date

By R. H. Parks
MAY 51972
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washingten, D. C.

May 28, 1942
- —_7:25 A .

__LCR LONDON - A

To POTUS

|

No. HR 1

Former Naval Person to President number S2
following is report referred to in my number 91 begins
"May 22 11 AM Operations on the Continent 1942-43,

kr. Churchill welcoming Molotov and his ad-
visers, said that he understood that Molotov was
anxious to place before the British Government
the views held by the Soviet Government on the
subject of an invasion of the Continent.

Molotov said that he had been charged by
the Soviet CGovernment to come to London to dis-
cuss the question of the establishment of a
"Second Front,"

This was no new problem, It had first been
raised nearly ten months ago and now, more recently,
the impetus had come from President Roosevelt,
who had suggested to Mr Stalin that he (Molotov)
should go to the United States to discuss this
question. Although, therefore, the initiative
for the present enguirey had come from the United
States, the Soviet Government had thought it
right that he should proceed to the United States
via London, since it was upon Great BEritain that

| the main task for organizing the Second Front

would initially fall,

Speaking generally, Molotov said that the
Soviet Government considered this to be a most
urgent and pressing problem, in which both Great
Eritain and Russia were vitally concerned., It
was indeed a matter for discussion with complete
frankness, as becoming conversations between
allies, On the Russian front, operations of the
greatest intensity and importance were now impend-
ing and the weeks and months which lay immediately

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Britie

= ~-B0VEt., Btate Dept. tel., 5-2§-7%
bt ©. . Packs | Date
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To “otus

No., HR 1 Page 2

ahead were fraught with the most serious consequences
to the Soviet Union and their allies. During last
winter, the Soviet army had got the batter of Hitler's
army, and had immediately set about preparing for the
campaign of 1942, Nevertheless, the Soviet Government
contemplated a fierce and bitter struggle in which the
Germans would not yield easily or guickly. In this
battle, the main weight would fall upon the Soviet
army. They were proud of this honor. On both sides,
immense forces, backed by mighty armaments, were ranged
against each other, The material aid rendered by
Great Britain and the United States was highly prized
and appreciated by the Soviet Government, Nevertheless,
the most urgent issues were involved in the establish-
ment of a "Second Front',

The object of his (Molotov's) visit was to learn
how the British Government viewed the prospects of
drawing off some of the weight from Russia, where it
seemed that, at the present time, the balance of
advantage in armed strength lay with the Germans., It
should be remembered that Hitler could eall upon vast
resources seized from the subjugated and enslaved
peoples scattered over a large part of Europe.

In concrete terms, the proposal he had to make
was that Russia's allies, and Great Eritdin in the
first place, should aim at containing forty enemy
divisions in western Europe, If this could be done,
the doom of Hitler was sealed, if not in 1942, at
any rate very soon afterwards.

Mr Churchill said that, in all previous wars,
control of the sea had given the power possessing
it the great advantage of being able to land, at
will, on the enemy's coast, since it was impossible
for the enemy to be prepared at every point to meet

REGRADED UMOCLASSTFIED by Brots

dLovt. # E'l.nl.l.L.'- J.Jl. Pi. tal. y S=oB=7g
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seaborne invasion. The advent of air power had altered
the whole situation, For example, in France and the

low countried the enemy could move his air forces in a
few hours to threatened points anywhere along the coast;
and bitter experience had shown that landing, in the
teeth of enemy air opposition, was not a sound military

| proposition, The inescapable consequence was that large

portions of the Continental coastline were denied to
us as places for disembarkation. We were forced, there-
fore, to study our chances at those parts of the coast
where our superior fighter force would give us control
in the air, Our choice was, in fact, narrowed down

to the Pas de Calais, the Cherbourg "Tipe" and part

of the Brest area, The problem of landing a force
this year in one or more of these areas was being
studied, and preparations were being made, with the
utmost energy. Our plans were being based on the
assumption that the landing of successive waves of
assault troops would bring about air battles which,

|| if continued over a week or ten days, would lead

to the virtual destruction of the enemy's air power

on the continent. Once this was achieved and the

air opposition removed, landings at other points on

the coast could be effected under cover of our

superior sea power, The crucial point in making our
plans and preparations was the availability of the special
landing craft required for effecting the initial landing
on the very heavily defended enemy coastline., Unfortu-

| nately, our resources in this special type of craft

were, for the time being, strictly limited. As far

back as last August, at the Atlantic meeting, he

(Mr Churchill) had impressed upon President Roosevelt

| the urgent need for the United States to build as
' large a number of tank landing and other assault

craft as possible. Later, in January of this year,
the President had agreed that the United ftates
should make an even larger effort to construct these
craft, Ve, for our part, for more than a year, had

TEAT ERm smene g
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been turning out as large a number of assault craft
as our need for constructing ships for the Navy and
mercantile marine, which had suffered grevious

| losses, permitter

| In April, President FRoosevelt had sent Mr Hop-
| kins and General Marshall to London with the propos-
al that the United States should join with Great
Britain, at the earliest date, in taking the greatest
possible weight off Russia, We had immediately agreed
| to this proposal, and joint studies were proceeding
| apace. It could not be expected, hoever, that United
| States forces would be available till very late in
1842, or that the landing craft we so urgently re-
qured would be available in large numbers this year,
By first August we should have only 383 landing: By
first Sept 566, In 1943, very much larger numbers
would be available, and we could descend on the
enemy coast at five or six points, anywhere between
the North Cape and Bayonne, It was, however, the
enrnest resolve of the British Government to see
what could be done this year to give the much needed
support to the valiant Lussian armies, who were con=-
fronting so large a part of Germany's military might,
| and had already inflicted such deep wounds upon it.

Two points should, however, be borne in mind,
First, with the best will and endeavor, it was un-
| 1ikely that any '
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move we could make (e 1842, evln if it ware nusgess-
ful, would draw off large numbers of enemv land
forces from the Eastern fronmt. In the air, however,
the position was different; in the various theaters
of war we were already containing about cne half of
the fighter and one third of the German bomber
strength. If our plan for foreing air battles over
the continent proved successful, the Germans might
be faced with the choice either of seeing the whole
of their fighter air force in the west destroyed,

or of making withdrawals from their air strength

in the east,.

The second point related to Molotov's proposi-
tion that our aim should be to draw off (including
those now in the west) not less than forty German
divisions from Russia, It should be noted that,
at the present time, we had confronting us in Libya
eleven Axis divisions, of which three were German,
| the equivalent of eight German divisions in Norway,
i a2nd 25 German divisions in France and the TLow Coun-
tries, These totalled 44 divisions.

Put we were not satisfied with that, and if any

| further effort could be made or plan devised, pro-
vided it was sound and sensible, for drawing the weight

of{ Russia this year, we should not hesitate to put

| it into effect. Clearly, it would not further either

the Hussian cause or that of the allies as a whole if,

I for the sake of action at any price, we embarked on

|| some operation which ended in disaster and gave the
enemy an opportunity for glorification at our dis-
comfiture, Thus to sum up, we and the United States

would do evervthinpg that was physically possible to
meet the wishes of the Nussian Government and nation

i in this matter,
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¥o. HR ¥ Page 6,
M. Molotov enguired whether the views expressed

by Mr. Churchill were shared by the United States

Government on the subject of the second front.

Mr. Churchill said that the United States Govern-
ment shared to the full our resclve to operate on the
continent with the largest possible forces at the
earliest possible mement. This was their avdent
desire, and in 1243 our joint plans contemplated the
landing of a force of up to one and a half million
United “tates-British troons on the continent.

The United States were anxiocus to take their
share in any eoperations carried out this year, but
their contribution in the near future would not he
on any considerable scale., #4s an earnest of their
intent, we had with us now in London a number of
American officers who were collaborating clesely
with our staffs in the prenaration of plans; and more
were on their way,

M. Molotov then asked whether it was possible and
ponronriate to make an estimate of the percentapge of
Pritish troons, including those on all fronts, em-
pleved on active opevetions 2painst the enemy, at
#ny riven date during the last three morhs.

Er., Churchill said that the nroportion of Brit-
ish troops on all fronts actuaily at grins with the
enemy was naturally small, He went on to explain in -
peneral terms the dispositions of cur forces; up to
57,000 men a month were leaving our shores for the
middle and Far Lost theaters,

¥, Molotov said that he had no doubt that Great®
Eritain genuinely wished for the success of the

¥

£ i
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Govt., State Depl. iol., 3-ee-Te
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Soviet Army against the Germans this summer, What,
in the view of the British Government, were the
prospects of Soviet success? Vhatever their views
might be he would he glad to have a franlk expression
of epinion - good or bad,

Mr. Churchill said that, without detsiled
knowledpge of the resources and reserves on both

il sides, it was difficult to form a firm Judgment on

this question. Last year the military experts,
including those of Germany, had thought that the
Soviet Army might be borne down and overcome. They
had proved quite wrong. In the event the Soviet
forees had defeated Hitler and nearly brought his
frmy to disaster. Consequently Russia's allies
felt great confidence in the strength and ability
of the Soviet Army,

The intelligence available to the British Govern-
ment did not indicate the massing of vast German
forces at any particular point on the eastern front.

 Moreover, thé full scale offensive heralded for May

now seemed unliely to take place before June, In

any event, it cid not seem that Hitler's attack

this yvear could be as strong or so menacing ns that

of 1941, In making this statement he (Mr, Churchill)

did not wish it to be inferred that we were asking

our guests for information which they might be reluctant
to disclose ;

M. Molotov, in reply, agreed that nobody could -
be expected to make accurate pronhecies about the future,

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Britisk
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-28-7%
By R. H. Parkas Date
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The great RBussian country and people believed in
their own strength, but they also believed in

facing up to the worst possibilities. Supposing the
Soviet Army failed to hold out apainst the maximum
effort which Hitler would undoubtedly exert during
1942, how would the British Government wview the
position in which they would be placéd.

Mr, Churchill said that if the Russians were
defeated or the Soviet military power was seriously
reduced by the German onslaught, Hitler would, in
all probability, move as many troops and air forces
as possible back tothe west, with the objeect of in-
vading Great Britain. He might also strike down
through Baku to the Caucasus and Persia., This would
expose us to the gravest dangers and we should by
no means feel satisfied that we had sufficient forces
to ward off the latter thrust, Therefore, our
fortunes were Bound up with the resistance of the
Soviet Army,., Nevertheless, if contrary to expecta-
tion, they were defeated, and the worst came to the
worst, we should fight on, and with the help of the
United States, hope to build up overwhelming air
superiority, which, in the course of the next eighteen
months or two years would enable us to put down a
devastating weight of air attack on the German cities
and industries. We should, moreover, maintain the
blockade and make landings on the continent against an
increasingly enfeebled opposition., Ultimately, the
power of Great Britain and the United States would
prevail. It should not be overlooked that after the
fall of France Great Britain had stood alone for a '
whole year with but a handful of ill equipped troops
between her and Hitler's victorious and numerous
divisions, y

o

REGRADED U0y
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But what a tragedy for mankind would be this
prolongation of the war, and how earnest was the
hope for Russian victory and how ardent the desire
that we should take our share in conquering the evil
foe, He, Mr. Churchill, wished M. Molotov to realise
that it was the dearest wish of the British nation
and Army to come to grips with the enemy at the
earliest moment and so to aid the gallant fight of
the Russian Army and people.

In conclusion, Mr. Churchill asked M, Molotov
to bear in mind the difficulty of oversea invasions.
After France fell out of the war, we in Great Britain
were almost naked, a few ill equipped divisions, less
than 100 tanks and less than 200 field guns. /nd yet
Hitler had not attempted an invasion, by reason of the
fact that he could not get command of the air. The
same sort of difficulties confronted us at the present
time. He suggested that General Isayev and Admiral
Kharlamov should meet Lt. General Nyo and Vice Ad-
miral Lord Louis Mountbatten that afternoon, in order
that they might be told the exact position as regards
the special landing craft necessary for overseas
operations,

M. Molotov agreed. Hethnked Mr. Churchill for
what he had said. He would carefully report to his
Government. In conclusion, he would like to say that
the Russian people also believed in their strength
and in the strength of their Allies,

REGRADED UNULAZSIFIED by Britis:
Covt., Btnt nt. t;;.l
By R. H. Parks Datu

CT— MAY 51972
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washingten, D. C.

Ty,
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Copfes furmished as noled:
: ‘|P'-1'Jn'|. .'::':‘ ::n“ .r‘.--i ] At 5 g
Formey Favel Terson to President.

| rersonal and Yy 0. S3. Your 150 can
T
] see nothine but good in either or both of the visits
vou mention. General fmuts may be coming here in the
near future and a pood oprortunity would arise then
thall T mention vour idea to him #s an ndditionnl
incentive? Ve have bLeen pood friends for nearly forty
years and I regard him as one nf the preatest living
men . i to Curtin, a visit eould do nothing hut oo,
T have got en very well with Tvatt.

PRIME

REGRADED URCLASSIFIED by Britim
‘ g Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-20-72

By R. H. Parks n.m.f 5E?Z
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TEXT CF 15611
T would suprest to Curtin that he should not coms harae
until Fvatt has returned to Australia " {Sent as 151
supplemsnting 150)
|

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British

Govt., Btate Dept. tel., 3-29-72

B! B. H. Parks D..“ o
MAY 51972
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C,
May 20, 1542
A s
From London
To___The President of the lUnited States
“opies furnished o3 noted; =
Ko. 85, May 30, 1942

From former MNaval person to President Roosevelt
personal and EEE_—. .

Evatt is leaving quite soon for your side. He has
ishown himself most friendly especially to me personally,
and I think you will find that he will help in every way.
It will be necessary for LEvatt to pet back to Australia
before Curtains visit.

' PRIME
|
REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-29-73
By R. H. Parks  Date MAY 51372
o, . -i -y '.-.-l
Action Copy
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|

ro=idont cosevelt

Like you T am onxioun about Ru=ssia and also Chinn
in the next few meonthm, Tt ie often easier to smee
danpers patherine than to bhave the power to ward them
aff, and very often they dont happen.

Mownthatten will explain to you smome of the prac-
tien]l difficulties ns we sen them here of a medium

enle operation this yvesr. Ve are e£till working at it
and tryinr to make plans to overcome them. Al
reparations should po forward with the utmost s peed,

|
nad 1 am baving your new gonvoy propoeales examined by

tke Chiefe of Stonff and the Admiralty.

I had =ome wvery pleasanttalks with Arneld, thourh
ar 2till much troubrled on the =unhisct.

i hope you were pleanod with our mass ajir attnek
ton Colorne. There ie plenty more to come, and I locok
irl‘-r".".‘lr: eaperly to the arrival of your bombing proups.
| The battle in Libya poes wall, and I axpect
conniderable results or even posnihly A complete deciesion.

TRIME

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Britieh
Govt., Btate Dept. tel., 3-20-73
By R. H. Parks DateAY 51977
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

NDON

B:22 P M

To THE PHESIDANT

No. 97

From Former Naval Person to President. dinsdesegnss
and personal No. 97 . Most grateful about Washington ,

Rodney can now sail fortlwith.

Prima

REGRADED UMOLASSIFIED by British
Govt., Stata Dept. tal..Mﬁ— g=-T8
| By R. H. Parks Date 5 1972

BiRIFORE-PATE ~ANERICAN BELLN BOOK £O., IR, , HiASARE FiiLE BT,
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f
' CABLE | CSWD

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D, C.

June 3, 1942
1:00 P M.

ONDON

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
To_ WHITE HOUSE

| No, 98, June 3, 1942

| From former Naval person to President.
| Number 98, Personal thank you so much for the

souvenir sent with your letter of the 7th May,

Prime

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Britieh
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-2u-72
By R. H. Farks Date

MAY 5 197;

RESPORN-FAYS —~AWENOCAN SALEY BO0E €O, IRE. WINGARE FALLE AV,
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LCY X
Filed E20n/4
ett

From

1 : ' CSWD

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

: June 4, 1942
. {!liliii!iiilF.h B:35 P

London

To__ The President of The United Gtates
Man Toom, The White House

Copies furnished as noted: g9

Action Copy

T must tell you that we received inwvaluahle help.
fyom Winant during our Nussian negotiations, He made
the Tussians understand as no ene else could do how
injurious to good relations between us three must have
heen the Americha reaction to the nold treaty I have no
doubt that his intervention and plain speaking were
larpely instrumental in helping us to secure a treaty
which fulfilled our own ideas we are all most grateful

for his heln,

L

Prime Minister

REGRADED UHGLASSIFIED by Eriti;:
Govt., btate Dept. tel., d=Ro=-

By R. H. Parks _ Da% MAY ‘ 51972

o

BEEIFORN-PATE, ~ANERICAN LALLE BESE CO., 180, FIALAE FILLE BT,

1170



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 5, 1942.
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

The P.M. sent you this personal

line:
"Thank you so much for the
souvenir sent with your letter seventh

May."'aigned Prime

GGT



Received at the War Department Message Center

Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D, C.

r.‘nr-:1= Jupne 7, 1947
L 1] )
L= u | * . o o
b Y 1 & paly &
= = .
S
To  TEL WEEIDERT OF THE UMNITED J.’";‘;‘.’i“.:'
¥o, AL, June Tth
Mer., No, 100 from Formmer Haval Person to
i
re=ident Hoosevelt, ersonal and secrat your
=
. 104,
have today telegrapbed t
ar roving the
nnd

proposals
1Ll

o Lyttelton
for combined
: i

DoOAT

Al
o L BIC

rosourcors

roduction

entirely coneur in
1 L]
eimultonoous announcement on Monday or: Tuesndny,

DILIME

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by
Govt., Btate Dept.

British
t.l- (]
By R. H. Parks

3-g9-78
Date MAY B 172
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CSWD
Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.
June 13, 1542
12143 P. ay

———
To_The President of The United States .

—___The White House, Map Room

0KC 87, June 13, 1942

Former Naval person to President. FPerscnal and secret,

Number 101.
e
Very many thanks for your number 156 PS I had & long talk

with Mountbatten last night, and in view of the impossibility of
dealing by correspondence with all the many difficult pointas
outstanding, I feel it is my duty to come to see you. I shall
hold myself ready to start as weather serves from Thursday l8th

onwards and will advise you later. I shall bring C I G 8,

General Brooke, whom you have not yet met, with me, alse General
Iamay. My own perscnal group will be; Tommy I-md John Martin.
Colonsl White thanks you very much for the invitation, by which
gshe is complimented, but thinks she had better stay here on account
of her Russian fund.

Please let plan be secret till we arrive.

This is the momemt for me to send you my heartiest congrat-
ulations on the grand Amsrican wioctories in the Facifioc which have
very decidedly altered the balance of the Naval war. All good wishes

to you and friends.

im
REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British Prime

govt., State Dept. tel., 3-28-18 |
By R. H. Parks Date MAY 51972 _A‘ ”

BRI AT —ABTNIIAE SALEE BOSE OO INS SEbEs LA B T
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TELEGRAM

The MWihite House
Bislngton

To. Captain McCrEa.

For MARSHALL AND KING.
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TELEGRAM
The White Frouze
Mlsbighon L0 (o Lo

—

MR. PRESIDENT

1. THE CONTINUED HEAVY SINKINGS AT SEA CONSTITUTE OUR GREATEST
AND MOST IMMED|ATE DANGER. WHAT FURTHER MEASURES CAN BE TAKEN
NOW TO REDUCE SINKINGS OTHER THAN THOSE IN ACTUAL OPERATIONS
WHICH MUST BE FACED? WHEN WILL THIS CONVOY START IN THE
CariBseanN aND GuLr ofF Mex1co? |8 THERE NEEDLESS TRAFFIC

WHICH COULD BE REDUCED? SHOULD WE BUILD MORE ESCORT VESSELS

AT THE EXPENSE OF MERCHANT TDHN#BE’ AND IF BO TO WHAT EXTENT?
l'?
Al

ITEE A
2. WeE ARE BOUND TO 'PRESERVE IN THE PRE?EHTIOH rFor BOLERU 1F
POSSIBLE IN 1942 BuT CERTAINLY 1IN 1943, THE WHOLE OF THIS
BUSINESS 1S NOW GOING ON. ARRANGEMENTS ARE BEING MADE FOR A
LANDING OF SIX OR EIGHT DIVISIONS ON THE COAST OF NORTHERN
FRANCE EARLY IN SEPTEMBER. Howevem THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT
WOULD NOT FAVOR AN OPERATION THAT WAS CERTAIN TO LEAD TO
élsnsren FOR THIS WOULD NOT HELP THE RUSSIANS WHATEVER THEIR
PLIGHT, WOULD COMPROMI|SE AND EXPOSE TO NAZI VENGEANGCE THE
FRENCH POPULATION INVOLVED AND WOULD GRAVELY DELAY THE MAIN
OPERATION IN 1943, WE HOLD STRONGLY TO THE VIEW THAT THERE
SHOULD BE NO SUBSTANTIAL LANDING IN FRANCE TH!S YEAR UNLESS
REGRADED UNCLASSIF

WE ARE GOING TO STAY. Govt., State Dept.
By R. H. Parks

IED by Britishk
tel., 3-20.72

bate MAY =979
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i 1

The White Frouse
e Blashington

TELEGRAM

3. MNo RESPONSIBLE BRITISH MILITARY AUTHORITY HAS 80 FAR

BEEN ABLE TO MAKE A PLAN FOR SEPTEMBER 1942 WHICH HAD ANY
CHANCE OF SUCCESS UNLESS THE GERMANS BECOME UTTERLY

DEMORAL 1ZED OF WHICH THERE IS NO LIKELIHOOD. HAVE THE
AMERICAN STAFFS A PLAN? |F SO, WHAT IS IT? WHAT FORCES WOULD
BE EMPLOYED? AT WHAT POINTS WOULD THEY STRIKE? WHAT LANDING
CRAFT AND SHIPPING ARE AVAILABLE? WHO IS THE OFFICER PREPARED
TO COMMAND THE ENTERPRISET WHAT BRITISH FORCES AND ASSISTANCE
ARE REQUIRED? IF A PLAN CAN BE FOUND WHICH OFFERS A REASONABLE
PROSPECT OF SUCCESS H1S MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT WILL CERTAINLY
WELCOME IT AND WILL SHARE TO THE FULL WITH THEIR AMERICAN
COMRADES THE RISKS AND SACRIFICES. THIS REMAINS OUR SETTLED

AND AGREED POLICY.

4. BuT IN CASE NO PLAN CAN BE MADE IN WHICH ANY RESPONS|BLE
AUTHORITY HAS GOOD CONFIDENCE, AND CONSEQUENTLY NO ENGAGEMENT
ON A SUBSTANTIAL SCALE IN FRANCE 1S POSSIBLE IN SEPTEMBER 1942,
WHAT ELSE ARE WE GOING TO 007 CAN WE AFFORD TO STAND IDLE N
THE ATLANTIC THEATRE DURING THE WHOLE OF 19427 OugHT WE NOT

TO BE PREPARING WITHIN THE GENERAL STRUCTURE oF BOLERO SOME
OTHER OPERATION BY WHICH WE MAY GAIN POSITIONS OF ADVANTAGE AND

ALSO DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY TO TAKE SOME OF THE WE|GHT OFF Russ|a?
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TELEGRAM
The White Fouse
Binshngton

IT 1S IN THIS SETTING AND ON THIS BACKGROUND THAT THE

OPERATION GYMNAST sHOuLD BE STUDIED.

(enp)

20.6.42,
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. L}/
Fp BRITISH EMBASSY
£ - WASHINGTON,D.C.

June 17th, 1942.

Personal and -

Dear Mr. Presldent,

I have just had a telegram from
the Foreigrn O0ffice asking me to convey the
fﬂllnwiﬁg message to you from the Prime
Minister:

"Hope arrive Baltimore
Thursday. Portal is much occupled
here but he can come over later if
necessary. Looking forward to seeing
you keenly."
Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

The Honourable A
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.

DECLASESIFIED

By Autnority of_Qadiall




REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., State Dept. tel., 2-28-72

T By R. H. Parks  DateMAY 5 1972

1. Tie continued heavy sinkings at sea
constitute our greatest and most immedizte danger.
What further measures can be taken now t. reduce
sinkirgs olier toan those in actual operations which
muet be faced? When will this convoy start in the
Caribbezn and Gulf of Mexico? Is there needless trzftic
vhich could be reduced? Should we bu:ld more ezmcort
vessels at the expense of gerchant tonnage, and if so
to what extent?

Z. We are bound to pereevere in the prepsrction
for BOLERO if possible in 1942 but certainly in 1943.

The wiiole of this business is now going

+

on. Arrangenents
sre being made for a landing of six or eigut Divisions
on the coast oif [orthern Irance early in September

Hovever the British Government would meot fawvour an



il iy

oer-tion that wus certeinn to lead to disacter for this
would not help Lhe Nussians whatever their plight,
would compromise and expuse to Ne:i vengeance the French
po,ulation involved und would gravely delay the nmain
operation in 1343. ¥e hold strengly to the view that
there should be no substantiel landing ir Fresnce this
yeur unless we ere going o stey.
s lio respongitle British silitayy authority hes
go {ux been uble to make = plan for September 1342 which
had any chance of succe s unless the Germans become
utterly demoraliued, of which there is no likelihood.
Have the Amerlcen Stuffe a plan?  If so, what is it?
What forces would bDe employed? LAt what points would they
strike? Whet lending-craft and shipping are availahlt??
“ho is the officer prepared to command the enterprise?
¥hat British forces and mesistance are required? If a
plan can be found which offers a reasonable prospect of
success [is Majesty's Government will cordially welcome
it and will share to the full with their Asericen
corrades the risis and sacrilicec. This remaine our
settled and agreed policy. ; 3

<.

|1190




f'-‘.

4. But L. ceuse no plan can be sade in which =ny
responsible authority has good coniidence, and
consequently no engapement on & gubstantial scale i

France is possible in Septenier 1942, what else are we

going to do? Can we afford to stend idle in the Atlantic '
thestre during the whole of 19427 Ought we mot to be
preparing within the general structure of BOLERO some
other operation by which we may gzin positions of
advantage and also directly or indirectly Lo take some
of the weight off Ruseiu? It is in this setting aind
on this background that the operation GYMEAST should be

studied.
P S

20. 6. 42

|1191



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 15, '942

MEMORANDUM FOR CAPTAIN McCREA:

I DON'T THINE THIS
REQUIRES AN ANSWER.

HARRY L. HOPKINS

A Y



1 ) CSWD

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

—aone 13, 1048
-10:46 A, M.

From London .
To_The President of The United States m

The White House

423p/13

sished as moled:

#xxxégéfj June 13, 1942

To President from former Naval person. Personal
-

Your number 157. I have read this with great

interest. I have not yet received the terms of the
suggested settlement. We are nf course in your hands.
but I do not understand how there could be any agreement
between Arnold and Slessor as the latter was precluded
from all power of making an agreement without previous
reference here. I am awaiting the actual text which I

hope will relieve our anxiety. Anyhow we can talk it

all over when we meet. Message number 102,

Prime

. EIERADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
an;., State Dept, tel., 3-20.72
7 8. H. Parks  Date May 51972

on Copy |

DA RSFRR - EE ~ARETRLEE RELEN B i e maRdedd FRam B0
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C,

Juns 27, 1942

6134 P M.
London

To__ The President of The United States

Number 103, June 27, 1542
Former Naval Person to the Fresident personal and

I have received the following from Auchinleck,

Genoral Marshall's proposal very attractive indeed
and would be of enormous help. The self propelled 105 MM
gun Howitzer are the type of artillery we have been looking
for., We shall have enough trained personnel to man these
tanks but will be most grateful for American Key Fersomnel
for tanks and guns including personnel able to act as
instructors in care and maintenance of tank engines and self
propelled guns, Presume ample ammunition and some spares
will be sent with tanke and guna.

PRIME

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., State Dept. tel., -

By R. H. Parks Date ?35 13?2

AR FEE AR R AN AT BTN PRI NSESAEE FELAE. W ¥

11384



| . CSWD

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C,

July 2, 1942
WS 2351
London
T, The President of The United States ~

The white House

Number 104, July 2, 1942

Former Naval Person to President personal and
secret.

Grateful for action you are taking., We consider
that French ships must be made to obey the orders of
the British Naval Commander in Chief under penalty of
peing sunk if and when he orders them to proceed
through the canal.

| We agree that they should now be given the offer
that on emerging from the canal they will come into
the protective custody of the U, S. under the
conditions you outline, Admiral Godfroy will be in-
formed by Admiral Harwood that we have agreed to this.

Action will not be taken unless and untll the
land battle is definitely decided against us, Mean-
while control over French ships, personnel and supplies
is to be strictly enforced.

. Prime

REGRADED URCLASEIFIED by British

Govt., Btate Dept. tel., 5-286-73

By R. H. Parks  Date y
MAY 51972

B R PR AR ELAE LU SO0 08 FE _ ESRERE Pl 8 %,
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i

Filed 4/24%/
DFC

URGENT ¥X¥C

From

Received at _Mmqu Center
Room 3441 W hington, D. C.

July 4, 14547

a]

0112 Z M.

LOKDON

Ts THEE TRESIDERT COF THE UNITED STATES

Copirs furnizhed as noted:

Action Copy

NUMPER $4. July 2, 1642

For Tresident from Former Kaval Terson personal
and -n. one rzero Tive. The Poston Fomber
is doinr rreat work in Trypt. Auchinleck reported
on first July thet Dloston attacks "were TeEFulpy as
train= and most heartening to troops". Put hattles
aof this intensity take n henvy toll. Apart from
the rerlacements which will be needed, we have in
Leyvpt the personnel of four light Lombar sguadrons
without any aireraft nt all.

‘nly ten Postons will reach us in the Fiddle
fost during July. There are, however, in Traq, ©n
route to Russin, forty Rostons which nré ready to
fly, and behind them another scventytwo as vet
unerected. The Viddle Tast heve made an urpent
appeal to be nllowed to have these forty aircraft -
as an immedinte reinforcement. They could he in the
hattle within a weel. REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Brum:

Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-Ze-7%
By R. H. Parks D“ﬂ
MAY

SUESFRAFAE —sRERALAE ARAEE DS O8 184 Setasdd fELLE BT
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Received at the War Department Measage Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washingten, D. C.

M.

From

n,_F'

Copies furnizked as nofed:

‘ vare #2 of ¥sp number 94, July 3, 1942
—

'i forty Qostons at once: and if so, would you approach

¥ould you consider allowing us tec have these

<talin and tell him that you will make them up to

him as quickly as possibhle. tifh Russia in the thick
of the battle, this is a hard request and 1 shall
quite understand if you do not feel able to do as I
ask. Put our needs nre preat and there is no other

way of petting the additional hombers into action at

once .

| PRIME

=y = - -
| h

REGRADED UNCLASSTR ey
Govt. , State Jept. t;i
Br S ~bondiz "y d=Zu=TE

Action Copy

RIgrere-tet e ~ARILaE BRLAE PR DR R RRREES FELLE B Y
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indon

1 CABLEGRAM CSWD

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg.. Washington, D. C.

T RS SES8

15582 M.

To._____ President Of United States

No #, July 6, 1942

Personal and most secret number one zZero
six our code words need clarification. By
"Bolero" we British mean the vast arrangements
necessary both in mineteen forty two and
nineteen forty three for the operation against
the continent. The joint Anglo American Staffs
Committees are all working on this basis. They
are not operational but purely administrative.
What you in conversation have called "one third
Bolero" we have hitherto beéa calling "Sledgehammer.™
The name " Round Up"” has been given to the
nineteen forty. three operation. I do not much
like this name, as it might be thought over
confident or over gloomy, but it has come into
considerable use, Please let me know whether
you have any wishes about this. The "Gymnast"
you and I have in view is, I think, the variant
called by your staffs "Semi Gymnast." I also
use the word "Jupiter" to describe an operation
in the far north.

Prime

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British

— Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-20-72

By R. H. Parks n‘kﬂTﬁ ¢ 17
g Bfe

FIRITERE- T —ARTTIAE SALTE BEDS 48 A RAREARE TRLLE B T

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library 1198
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iled 8/145A

EG

From

1 CABLEGRAM E

CSWD

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

July 6, 1942

0010 Z A,

LONDON PRIME MINISTER

To_ THE PRESIDENT OF THE INITED STATES

‘e frirnished as moted:

TED by Eritish
3-p9-72

Date

State Dept. tel.,

DED UNMOLASSIF

REGRA
Govt.,

By R. H. Parke

4

NUMBER 107, July 8, 1942

From Former Kaval Person to President personal

and !llllll

1. ©No responsible British General, Admiral or

Alr Marshal is prepared to recommend Sledgehammer
4s a practicable operation in nineteen forty two.
The Chiefs of the Staff have repnrteﬂ' "The conditions
which would make Sledgehammer n’snund sensible enter-
prise are very unlikely to occur',

They are now sending
their paper to your Chiefs of Staff.

2. The taking up of the shipping is being proceeded

with by us for camouflage purposes though it involves

' a loss in British imports of perhaps two hundred and

fifty thousand tons. DBut far more serious is the fact

that according to Mountbatten if we interrupt the

training of the troops we should apart from the loss
of landing craft etc delay roundup or nineteen forty
three Bolero for at least two or three months even if

the enterprise were unsuccessful and the troops had to

3

R PRS- P ~AREPALAE RALLE BEBE O VRS mAaRbEd FRLLE B W
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

From

Copies furnisked ar moted:

Sritish

..
i)

» 3-29-72

¥

-
ﬂﬂtﬁﬁ

Pt. tel,

arek g I

ate Ds

BIR' H. P..rh

SO LA

o &
wi

Action Copy

Page #2 of Number 107 from London, July 3, 1942

be withdrawn after a short stay.

3. In the event of n lodgement being effected
and maintained it would have to be nourished and the
bomber effort on Germany would have to be greatly
curtailed. All our energies would be involved in
defending the B$idgehend. The possibility of mounting
a large scale operation in nineteen forty three would
be marred if not ruined. All our resources would

be absorbed piecemeal on the very narrow front which

alone is open. It may therefore be said that pre-

| mature action in nineteen forty two while probably

ending in disaster would decisively injure the prospect

of well organized large scanle action in nineteen forty

three.
4. I am sure myself that Gymnast is by far the best

chance for effective relief to the Russian front in

| nineteen forty two. This hans. all along been in harmony

with your ideas., In fact it is your commanding iden.

BEEPERE R -ANTESCAN RALTE WTON OB VRE WIAGERE FRLLT BT,

12C0




From

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

A

Te

ses furnished a3 noled:

waiBli
tal., 3-28-T8
Data MRV

wy 4

By R. 8. Yaria

RECH
Govi

__Action Copy

rage #3 of number 107 from London, July 5, 1942

Here is the true second front nq nineteen forty two.
I have consulted cabinet and defence committee and
we all apree., Here is the safest and meost fruitful stroke
that can be delivered this autumn.
5. We of course can aid in every way either by
transfer of American or British landing forces from
the United Kingdom to Gymnast and with landing ecraft,
shipping, ete. You can if you choose put the punch in
partly from here and the rest direct across the Atlantie.
6. It must be clearly understood that we cannot
count upon an invitation or a guarantee from Vichy.
But any resistance would:not be comparable to that
which would be offered by the German Army in the Pas
De Calais., Indeed it migh% be only token resistance,
The stronger you are the less resistance there would be
and the more to overcome it. This is political mor;
than a military issue. It seems to me that we ought

not to throw away the sole pgreat strategic stroke open

—

BipiA R B ok A B SO £O, rmE RORTRRE FALLE BV,
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

T

To

Copdes furmished g5 moled:

Action Copy

rage # 4 of number 107 from London, July &, 19842

to us in the western theantre during this cardinal year.

7. DBesides the above we are studying very hard the
possibility of an operation in Northern Norway or if
this should prove impracticable elsewhere in Norway.
The difficulties are great owing to the danger of shore
based aireraft attack upon our ships. We are having
frightful difficvlties about the Russian convoys., All
the more is it necessary to try te clear the way and main-

tain the contact with Russia,

PRIME

Parﬁ = petoupy O

Eli - FL B AT LICAE BALN BEOE OB N, BisARE PEALE B ¥,

1202



Personal and — No. 108.

My immediately preceding telegram

No. 107.

We have been deeply oconseidering
question of command of maximum Bolero.
It would be agreseable to us if General
Marshall would undertake this supreme task
in 1943. We shall sustain him to the
last inch.
2. The War Cabinet authorises me to

convey above to you.

REGRADED UMCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-20-72
By R. H. Farks Dﬂt"-_‘_l:'_i‘x_! E 7

o bl

[1205




Personal and No. 109.

My immediately preceding telegram
No. 108.

I hope Mr. President you will make
sure that appointment of a United States
Commander over Bolero 1943 does not
pre judice operations of immediate

consequence such as Gymnast.

wtl

REGRADID URCLASEIFIZD by B:
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-2u-72
By R. H. Parks Date AY 51972



W ' ' BRITISH EMBASSY
i N WASHINGTON,D.C.

July 8th, 1942,

Dear Mr. FPresident,
I enclose herein the texts of
two messeges for you from the Prime Minister
which have just been received by telegram
from the Foreign Office.
Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

.o Lo .

wank

e W
FLARS e R T e i

mﬁmm_mrz

President of the United States of America,

The Honourable

Franklin D. Roosevelt,

Washington, D. C.

1205



Text of a telegram recelived from the ;

Forelgn Office on July 8th, 1942.

— et

Following message from Former
NHaval Person for the President.

Personal and Secret. No. 109.

My immediately preceding telegram 108,

I hope Mr. President you will make
sure that uppuintmen? of 8 United States ;
Commander over Bolero 1543 does not prejudice

operations of immediate consequence such as

Gymnest.

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Britien !
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-29.73
BI H... H- Plrh Dl‘tﬂ 1

MAY 51972 1

| 1206



Text of a telegram received from the

Foreign Office orn July 8th, 1942,

T

Following message from Former
Iaval Person for the President.

Fersonal and Secret. No. 108.

My immediately preceding telegram
fo. 107,

We have been deeply considering
question of command of maximum Bolero. It
would be agreeable to us if General Marshall
would undertake this supreme task in 19.43.
We shall sustein him to the last inch.

2, The Wer Cabinet suthorises me to
convey ghove to you.
REGRADED UNCLASSIF

Govt., State Dept.
By R. H. Parks

TED by British i
tel., 8-28-72

Date pay 51972 1
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1 CABLEGRAM

Received-at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg.. Washington, D. C,

July 9, 1942

S gy 74
From London i

1o The President of the United States
ThHe Wiilte House

Copics furnished a5 moted:

Action Copy

Number 100, July 9, 1942.

Prime linister to Presldent Roosevelt. No. 110.
Reference your one six one, Thark you so much about
the transfer of the Boston bombers destined for Russia.
We shall try to use them well,

Prime

\

HEJL‘.n:.-.'....J U""-“Li:lulbl' Yarey i A8
Govt., State Dept, oy arLeiN
- J Pt. tﬂl,‘ 3-2a.
By R. H. Parks Da 28-73
'.ﬂhv ;i 9 {

BEA PR PR -SRI ECAE VLD BESE OO VNG, WIRGERE Pelid BT
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ALLIAR 1{
filed 9117 /9
i

From

7 WDCS
5 CABLEGRA™!

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg.. Washington, D. C.,

July 9, 1942

S — =k

-

London

T, The President of the United States
—_ The Whife House

e

Action Copy

Copies furnished as woled:

Number 101, July 9, 19L2.

Former Naval Person to President. Persconal and

YR iunber one one cne.

—
We welcome the proposal in the first paragraph of

| your telegram that the French wamhips at Alexandria

e ——— B S
should procegd by way of the canzl to kartinicue.
. e

| We suggest the rnllowing &m.iticrns to_ the proposed
offer. Flrst A‘Ehﬂt the United States a.nd the British H//
—

—

governments will agree to the penudical relief and
| — D —
repatriatien :ri the French crews from these ships after
.-__._-r-t

e
1

they have reacheﬂ }:.artinique, on the same baais as
L m————

e s

| proposed had the ships remeined at Alexandr‘ia.
{ e ——— e

e iy,

.| condly, that the offer should be made irrespective of

| —— | ]

= wrether the fall of Alex:-.ndria becgmes 1|:minen1:
—-llf""'_-—-

I Y TRy, i

! since they would in am.r case be in danger of enatw

il air gttack there,
e
‘Nith regard to the last paragraph of your telegram
we cl-:: nc-t admit that these French .aar..h."l.ps are 1n an;.r
w-—-—ﬂ-—a——l\.’ ————————— -y

way within the scope of the ar'mistice agreement.

" Prime ~ Fil”

| REGRADED UNCLASSIFTED by Bmtiuh
Govt., Btazo Dept. tel. AreB=T.

| By R. H. Parks  Date AT 1972

I.I )

. -.‘__H-

BURSrTRE- FET R RET R BN R O DR EERLSEE FEaid @6
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o July 9, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR

THE SECRETARY OF STATE

The following message received from certain person

in London:

"That the French warships at Alexandria should
proceed by way of the canal to Martinique. OSuggest
additions to proposed offer:

(a) That United States and U. K. governments
agree to periodical relief and repatriation of
crews after they have reached Martinique, on
the same basis had the ships remained at
Alexandria.

(b) That offer be irrespective of whether
fall of Alexandria becomes imminent, since
they would in any case be in danger of enemy
alr attack there.

We cannot admit thet these warships are in any
way within the scope of the armistice agreement.

F. D. R.
DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archivist of the U.S8.

By Y. J. Stewart Date

MAY 5 97

R ta i ek ._I.+...r.,.l,-“| y

v, ‘111" AT me MR BT LRm IR LT RTATE,
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BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON,D.C,

o R

Dear lr. President,

I enclose herein a copy of a
telegram which has just been received from
the Foreign Office containing a message for
you from the Prime Miniaster. Coples of the
two earlier messages 108 and 109 referred to
are also enclosed. I originally sent
copiles of these two messages to you under
cover of a letter dated July 8th, which I
forwarded to Mr. Summer Welles that day with
the request that he have it delivered to you
as soon as possaible. I am sorry to see
that this letter and its enclosures do not
seen yet to have reached you.

Bellieve me,

Dear !Mr. FPresident,

o
ST —; Very sincerely yours,

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
b - Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-R8-T2
e hDonouraole . H.
By R. H. FParkas Dltl m’r 5 m

Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the Unlted 3tates of jmerilea,

!

Vashington, D.C.
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Personal and _ No. 112.

I direoted that telegram Nos. 108
and 109 should be sent through the Forelgn
office as I was not sure whether you would
wish United States Embassy in London to be
informed of the subject matter. By a
regretteble misteke they were not delivered
by British Embassy at Weshington. They will
be delivered by hand to you this morning.
Naturally I was puzzled at not receiving
an answer, So rang up Harry. All's well
thet ends well.

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., Btate Dept. tel., 3-Lu-73
By R. H. Parks pateMAY 5 1972

KL
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To NILID

SNEAR 3 .
iled 7180/12 b CAPLLGH AM ‘” CEVT

RCK =

Received at the War Department Message Center

Reoom 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

July 12, 1942
URGENT y B
Y ...
From }nndﬁn

Copies furnished a5 noled: |

Action Copy

No. 2980, July 12th, 1842,

Prime Ninisters number one zero eipht

and one

Zero nire sent by him personally thru channels un-

known to us. Feor French from Vanvoorst.

Unon

query to Prime Minister persenally he stated that

he did not reneat not desire these messapes re-

transwmitted speciasl cirewit. Prime Mini

privete fecretary refuscd to stste exact

sters

1y how

messapes were transmitied but we have reason to

bhelicve that same were wia telephone.

Franklin D, Rocsevelt Library

DECLASSIFIED
BGD E;E. 5200.9 (B/27/68)

pate- MAR 31972

7 %

Y¥eClure

WLEIFORE-PATR ~ANEEICANE BELDE BOOE OF. INE, SAEARE FALLE M. T,
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*

STANDARD FORM Mo, 14A '

PRI WY T MEEEDENT reom: WAR DEPARTMENT
MancH 14, 125

o OCSigo WDCE

TELEGRAM

George G. Grimmer
OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES

ist. Ly, Big, C.

4

Ko. 1658-
* MILATTACHE AMEMBASSY ®

LOFDONK

WHITE HOUSE CHECKED FOR POTUS SEFTALS CNE ZERO EIGHT AND
XTKE CLATM RECORDS INDICATE MESSAGES KOT SEKT VIA APNY
STATE PEPT. oF NAB ©TOP FOR'VARVOCRST STOP EXPEDITE
REPLY A€ TO VHAT CHANNEL OF TRANSMISSION USED AND ON
WHAT DATE SENT.

FREXCH

Franklin p; Roos brary
DECLASSIFIED - il
-7elt Library
..n:1g~, D ﬂaun L:lhrnl";
L wid :.J.§

5200.9 {qu?{aa )
Dates

vate. MWAR 31972

& gnatures o A
8 Ez:.n turom "”M

R T — — —aim
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1 LCR
Filed 915GCT7/12
ACK Received at the War Department Message Center

Room 3441 Muni ., Washington, D. C.
aly 12, 1942

L S

From London
To Cel, French a
Copies furnished as moted:
Fe your service POTUSE numbers one zero eight and

one zero nine sent thru channels unknown to us, PRIME

convinced that POTUE has received these messapes.

|
! Eenly to your query deleyed due to fact was sent to

|
| USFCr and not Milattache.

SEgd. Vanvoorst.

Franklin D. Roo valt Library

DECLﬂSSlFIED!_
DOD DIR, 200 (9/27/68)

Date- Hﬂﬂ 31 2 !
8ignature-

Action Copy T
e
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ETANDARD FORM Mo, 1da
APPROVED BY THE PRESCENT
MAmCH 10, 155

TELEGRAM

OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES

¥o FNumber
EIGKALS

LOKDOK , ENGLAKD

F
From: WAR DEPARTMENT

ap— crsigo == ¥DCS

Thomas N. Pyke

Captain Signal Corn

July 11, 1942,

! OUR RECORDS DO KOT SHO¥ RECEIPT OF POTUE FERIALE ONE ZERO

' EIGHT AKD OKE ZERO BIKE RPT ONE EERC EIGHT ABD OKE ZERO

NINE PD PLEASE ADVISE IMMEDIATELY WHITE HOUSE INQUIPED PD

4 REPLY TO CFYPTO WAR

OFFICIAL-SECRET

Mathew G. Jones
Major, Eignal Corps
02, Code Section

FRENCH

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library

DECLASSIFIED
DOD DIR. s200.0 (o/a7/88)

Date- MAR 31972

vl il

AT ST R —
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ICR1 -
giled 1525/1l; ) CABLEGRAM < WDCS
m -

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg.. Washington, D. C.

SRR T T —
W— _ 1830 Z .

From London

70 The President of the United States
The White House

Copies furnizhed as noled: I‘Il:lmber 113 - July lh- , 1911-2 7

Former Naval Person to President personal and
w113 )

Para 1. Only four ships have reached Archangel
with four or five more precariously in the ice off Nova

Zembla out of the thirty three included in convoy Pa
| seventeen. If a half had got through we should have
persevered, but with only about a quarter arriving the

2 1972

operation 1s not good enough., For instance out of nearly

six hundred tanks in PQ seventeen little over one hundred

nave arrived and nearly five hundred are lost. This

Date :HAF

s DY

cannot help anybody except the enemy. The Adniralty can-

Inot see what better protection can be devised, nor can

|
'they hazard battle ships east of Bear Island. Stark
|agrees with Admiralty view and that all posslble was done

ko
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-29-72

By R. B. Farks

REGRALDED Uhoudan

by us last time. Washington has already been withdrawn
for her tusk in the Pacific.

Para 2. We therefore advise agalnst runuing
'PQ eighteen which must start eighteenth at latest., If

1t were composed only of our merchant ships we should

ﬂertalnly not send them, but no fewer than twenty two are
your own American ships. YWe should therefore like to know

Action Copy |

B0 g Fath AT RS ABATE BESA U8 9RD, BRI FRLLE BV,
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From

1

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D, C.

To

Copfes furmished as mated:

d-29-78

Ry

[FLE-H §
Data

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
State Dapi. tel.,

By R. H. Parks

Govi.,

Action Copy

Page #2 of Number 113, July 1, 1942.

how you feel about it.

Para 3, Future prospects of supplying Russia
by this northern route are bad. Murmansk has been largely
burnt out and there are several signs of an impending
German attack upon it. By the time that perpetual day-
11ght glves place to the dark pericd, Archangel will be
frozen, Some additional supplies may be passed over the
'Basra route., This is being pressed, but it will not

llamount to much. Thus Russia i3 confronted at this anxious

moment with a virtual cutting off of the Northern Sea
‘communications. We walt your answer before explaining
things to Stalin. The message which it is proposed to send
| to hlm; if you sgree that the convoy is not to go, 1s
belng sent to you later today. Meanwhile the convoy is
‘continuing to load and assemble. 1

Para lj. Allied shipping losses in the seven
days ending July thirteenth including the Russlan convoy
iwere reported at not far short of four hundred thousand
tons for thils WEER; a rate unexampled 1n elther thils war
or the last, and 1f maintained evidently beyond all exist-

ing replacement plans.
’ PRIME

WLEIFE AR B ~AMERICAN 4LEE BEOR EF,.0RC, WILZARE TALLE.®,T,

1218



ICR 1

filed 1525/14 Y _ cnmmemaw wes
S

Received at the War Department Message Center

Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

JULY 14, 1942
_ 1m0z M.
From London =g
To__The Pres a

The White House

Copies furnished a5 moled:

Action Copy

CORRECTION

Message should read:
Humber ICR 1, July 14, 1942,
Former Naval Permon to President personal and

‘mubar one one three,

Para 1. Only four ships etC....

War Dept, Code Center

n URCLASSIFiED by Eris.s:
REGRADEL URCLASnAF I
Govt., State Dept. tel., 8-29 ":'.218?2
By R. H. Farks Dltumm: 5

AT - R AR AL B0 R 8D, EERLES PELLE BT
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ANTIAR CS\D
Fileﬂ ﬂi/mzér* 1 CARIEGRAV »

Received at the War Department Message Center
. -  Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

July 1, 19i2
2101 7 M.

From__Amcn Fmbassy Tondon

To__The President of the Imited States
The White House

Copies furnished ag moted:

No. 10k, July 1, 1942
Former Naval Person to President personal and
Wl e one one four.

I am most anxious for you to kmow where I stand
myself at the present time. I have found no one who
regards "Sledgehammer" as possible. I should like to
see you do gymnast as soon as possible, and that we in
concert with the Russians should try for Jupiter.

Meanwhlle all preparatlons for roundup in nineteen
forty three should proceed at full blast, thus holding
the maximum enemy forces opposite England. All this
seems to me as clear as noonday.

| FRIME

REGRADED {MOLASSIFIED by ‘Brit*:l;
Govt., Biate Dapt. tel., 3-28

By R. H. Parks Date MAY & 15??~

Action Copy l

BiETREE FETE CARITELER R B G G eRdERE Fanid @ T
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l.-..lﬁ. I:I 115
Tiled 14 /12254

nj

: . - CEWD

L] - - -
. CADLECGRAN .

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg.. Washington, D. C.

o July 15, 1942

!!!.....II. _0052 7 M

From London

To_ _The President of the United States
The White House

Cogdes furnished os moted:

No. Y05, July 14, 1942

Formal Yaval Person to President - and
personal number one one five,

Following is text of draft telegram to Premier

Sitalin mentioned in my one one three begins:

G) We commenced running small convoys to North

tuesia in Mupust nineteen forty one and, until December,
the Cermans did nnt talke many steps to interfere with
shem, Trom Tebruary nineteen forty two, the size of
the convoys was incrensed and the Germans then moved a
considerable force of U Paates and n large number of alr-
craft to lorth Horway and made determined attacks on the
convoys. Dy giving the convoyr the stronpest norsikle
escort of destroyers and anti submarine craft the con-
voye pot throurh with varying but not nrohibitive losser.
It is evident that the Cermans were dissatisfied with the
resultes which were heinp nchieved by mepne of pirernlt
ond 1 NMoates nlone, hecenee they commenced to use their
surface Torcers ppainat the conveys, Luckily for us,
however, to start with they mnde une of thelr heavy sur=
REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British

Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-28-72
By R. H. Parks Data

Action Copy H TP
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

From

withed srmoted: || No, 105, July 14, 1942 (Page 2)
face forces to the westward of Bear Island and their

submarines to the eastward. The home fleet was thus in
a position to prevent an attack by enemy surface fcfeen.

Before the May convoy was sent off, the Admiralty warned

us that the losses would be very severe if, as was '§x-
pected, the Germans employed their surface forces to the
enstward of RBear Tsland. We decided, however, to sail

the convoy. An sttack by surface ships did not materinl-
| ize, and the convoy got through with a loss of one sixth,
J cheifly from air attack. In the case of PQ seventeen,

| however, the Cermans at last used their forces in the

| manner we had always feared. They concentrated their

| submarines to the westward of Bear Island and reserved
their sufface forces for attack to the eastward of Bear
Island. The final story of PQ seventeen convoy is not

i vet clearfﬂfht the moment, only four ships have arrived,
{ but four others are believed to be off the coast of Nova
. | Zembla. The latter may, however, be attacked from the air

nt any time, At the best, therefore, only one quarter

REGRADED UNoLAssere
\ Govt., State ,".L :. | TF.'.“ by .F'?'F‘-frl."

| E o 4 % O et
jon Copy ¥ R. H. A

BEITER S FRT <SRN LR B 08 ver BEeERRE TALLE B ¥
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

From

Copies furnished as noled:

No. 105, July 14, 1942 (Pape 2)
will have survived and it i=s nossible that the fipure
will only ke one eiphth,

@ I ma=st exnlain the dangerves and difficenltie=s of
these convoy operations, when the enemys battle saqusdron
tokes its station in the extreme north. K We do not think
it right to risk our home fleet east of Bear Island or
where it can be brought under the attack of the powerful
Cerman ic-rc'hl:t!-:cd aireraft. If one or two of our wvery

| Tew most powerful battleships were to be lest or even

ceriously damaped while Tirpitz and her consorts, soon
! to be joined by Scharnhorst remained in action; the

whole command of the Atleantic would be leost. Desides
affecting the fo¢d =upplies by which we live, our war

. effort would be erinnled: A&nd above all the great con-

voys of American troops asecross the ocean, rising present-

1y to a= mpny ne eighty thousand in 2 month, would he
I
i mrevented, and the bullding up ol 2 replly strong second
l £ A e ol I e e, [P, B Rpn e S Bat, T
L 13 ey L IV P e MPOr Bl

BETORATID 1AL ACSTETEY Y 9

Action Copy By R. H. Fark 1t ey
a TRLBIPEAm=PATE ~ARURIEAN RALTE BESE CR..INE., KINEARE FRLLEB.T, FEY fa] fh-"l;'




a

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C,

From

-,

Copies furnished an noted ;
Ho. 105; July 14, 104% (Page 4)

handling of the Germnn surface, submarine snd nir forces,
in present circumstances they would guarantee the
complete destruction of sny convoy to North Nussis,

They are unsble to hold out any hopec that convoys
attempting to make the passage in perpetual daylight
would fare any better, cven 4f as well, as PQ scventoen.,

{liore to follow)

PRINE

HEGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., Btate Dept. tel., 3-28-72
By R. H. Parks htl“m 5 1972

Action Copy !

L R e e T Ty amEE PR T,
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Action Copy

ARVA 160 - o LB
Iled IG/2154 . CARLTGLADL '
;J CGRAN
Received at the War Department Message Center
PhumJ#ﬂ]Huﬁ&muﬂkhﬂﬁhdmuum.D.C.
T-n"|-|' 1._-J "'"\1'!"
|Illlllllllllllll'l. .__J_________,Lf
From London
L]
To THe Ypreeidont of the Tnited States
The White ‘llouse
Copies furnished as noted:
Mg, 10G, July 14, 1242
{(Continuing PE . one cone five)
Ey It is therefore with the ‘preatest vegret that wo

have reaelhed the conelusion that to continve to attemnt
further convoye to Horth lusesia during the summer monthe
cotld brine no benefit to woun and would onlwv involve
prievous }njurylth OnYr Conmon cause,

@ i il GiLJ'J‘I.'itr't'n will therefore not f'-I:‘:i_l to Archansel
buf we are nreparad to cdisnatch immediaﬁgiy some of the
gltipe of this convoy to the Tersian Culfl, Selection of
ships would be made in eonsultation with Zmﬁict Euyhnv—
ities in London in order that nriorities of carpo may be
agreed, IT fighter aircraft (hurricanes and airacobras)
are selected, econ you operatd and maintain them on the
southern front? Ve could undertpke to-nassemble them at
Basra, We hone to increpse thruuﬂh clearance cspwcify
of trens Persisn routes so as to rench ceventy five tons
monthly by October and are making rtvunuuuslegfcrtﬂ to

ohtain a further increasc,” Ve are asking the United

Stetes povernment to help us hy exnediting dispateh of

, UNCLASSIFIED by British
- Govt., State Dept. tel., 8-28-T2

T By R. H. Farks Date

BUSCFREE-AEE, ~ANLUPLAE RALEE DR 0. 1RE,, NLUBARE PRALY. BT, L“r‘l ;
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e RN 1

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

From

To

- — - - —— ——ea

Cﬂ#iﬂ-fnﬂm an moled !

Yo, 106, July 14, 1942 (Page 2)
the rolling stock and trucke, — in jnereased volume of
traffic could be handled at once if you would agree to
American trucks for USSI now being assembled in the
Persian Gulf being used as »-shuttle service for trane-
norting goods by road between the Culf and the Caspinn,
In order to insure full use of canacity, we nagree to
ranise Tigure of loadings due to arrive Sentember to
ninety five thousand tons and Detober to one hundred
thousand tons, both exclusive of trucks and airernft,
(A A11 the above only emphasizes the imnortance of
combined Tuseo British operations to drive the enemy out
of the Yorthern Norwegian airfields. Ue have beon

. studying the possibility of these operations for some
time, and if o good plan can be made between our offi-
cere we shall be prepered to help with =sea, 1and and air
forces to the best of our ability. far our direet

attecks by lendings from the sea we magt walt till there

js n reasonable samount of darkness, fe until October.

The danger from enemy aircraft will then be much reduced,

DED UNMCLASEIFTED by BEritish
_ ihseisisalin "Govt., State Dept. jel., 3-Z8-78
el i By R, H. Parks  JDate '

WLi-Fa FaTE BUFSLEE Gs Dl BESE 08 Mm mekdead FELLE BT
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C,

M.
From ._jllllllllllllllllr
Tao
L‘opq'u_ruru;'s;u noded: ‘ i
| ¥Yeo. 106, July 14, 1942 (Page 3)
‘ £11 thi= mu=st be studied by your officers nnd ouwrs. It

would he bhetter if you could send your officers here,

but if this is impossible, we will come to you. It may
well be that this study will show that the difficulties
are prohibitive.

! 7 In nddition to n combined operation in the north,
we are thinkinpg of what we can do te help on your scuthemn

fianlk, If we can beat back Sommel, we might be able to

send nowerful air forces in the Autumn to operate on
the left of your line, The difficulties of maintaining
the=e forces over the trans Perseian route will clearly

be eonsiderable, bLut the project is being most earnestly

exariined and I shall hope to put detailed proposals before
| you in the near future. We must, however, first beat
Nommel of which I have good hopes,

Let me once apain express my thanks for the forty
Dostons. e are straining every nerve te best lNommel
out of Egynt, if not further. Large reinforcements are

apnroaching Ceneral Auchinleck in 2 constant stream,

" REGRADED UNGLASATFIYY Ly Sritied
ovt., Siate Dapt. v BL2B-T2
Action Copy Govt e Dapt. tel., g-7

—— -
BT PATE AR ILAN BEAEE RO £8. 80 maRRARE Jul.llb'l Hr—Hr—Farks e
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

To

No. 106, July 14, 1942 (Page 4)
and the impending arrival of strong Eritish and American
heavy armored forces should give the necessnry security
to the Eastern Mediterranean as well as obstructing
Fommels supnly ports of Tobruk and Denghazi.

I am sure it would be in our common interest,
Premier Stalin, to have the three divisions of Poles
you so kindly offered join their compatriots in Palestine
where we can arm them fully. These would play a most
important part in future fighting a= well ae keeping the
Turks in good heart by the sense of growing numbers to
the southward. I hope this project of yours,which we
greatly value, will not fall to the ground on account of
the Poles wanting to bring with the troops n considerable
mass of their women and children who are largely dq—
pendent on the rations of the Polish soldiers., The
feeding of these dependents in Palestine will be a con-
siderable burden to us, We think it well worth while
bearing that burden for the sake of forming this Polish

army which will be used faithfully for our common ad-

SARADED UEOLARSTFTIED by Britieh

Bu M Farks I“H
L L e T e e L R » [k
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Received at the War Department Measage Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C,

M.

| - as
| ¥o, 106, July 14, 1942 (Page 5)

vantage. We are very hard up for food curselves in the
Levant areps but there is enough in India if we can bring
it there. If we do not get the Poles we should have to
fi11 their places by droawing on the preparations now
going forward on a vast scale for the Anglo American
mass invasion of the continent. I am glad to see that
these nreparations, =so far as they have advanced, have
already led the Cermans to withdraw two heavy bomber
groups from South lFussian to the south of France. Be-
lieve me, my comrade, and friend, there is nothing that
is useful and sensible that we and the Americans will
not do to help you in your grand struggle. The Presi-
dent and 1 are ceaselessly searching for means to over-
come the extraordinary difficulties which geopraphy,
snlt water and the enemys air power interpose.

PRIME

Ty rar a yitan gt
_ : ' Staty Dapt. tel., 5-20-7

b by K. H. Farke Dato

MaY

s

o

WIpPORE PR cEEDTAS RELTE SO0 06 i8] BcedEdd Fagie @ T
-
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IFAR 1 CSWD
Aded 16/313A '
I

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washingten, D. C.

SR— 3 b T W L -

D149 Z M.
From____ London

To____The President of the linited States

e The Yhite House A
o5 furnizhed ar moted:

Ko. 107, July 15, 1942

Former Naval Person to President personal and
secret, No, one one six most immediate,

Fur r to my no. one one three and appended

draft to Stalin, We are as you know running a heavily

guarded convoy to Malta soon relying upon very strong

That can only be proved by trial,

sea borne fighter protection, 1If this should succeed
o | without serious losses it might render possible an
;E attempt in September to run an even more powerfully
;’Eﬁ i mounted and protected convoy to Russia, Admiralty are
E:ﬁ = f studying this and I do not propose in my message to
Fr;:lf; Stalin to close the door finally now as is done in
E;ﬁ paragraph three of the draft in my no. one one five
‘é%i telegraphed to you, The Malta convoy will decide
(S H‘ﬁ 1 whether very strong sea borne fighter protection is
%-1::_: | a'ﬂectiu.
4; -4
3 &

I am glad indeed you are sending our friends
over, 1 feel sure this was the only thing to do. Later,

Your one six six and one six seven just received

are covered by the foregoing. Many thanks,

PRIME
IA.clianpy | —

WL PO RRTY <RI e bl RO CO el

WERARE FELLAE W T
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CABLEGEAM CSWD
Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg.. Washington, D. C.
— July 16, 1842
—_9s88p M.

To_The President of the United States

| ¥o 108 July 18, 1942

Former Navel Person to President persomal ud‘ numbear
one one seven

Will convey our friends on arrival to usual weekend resort where
| British Chiefs of Btaff await them, I wisgh I could guarantee the
beautiea and the weather of Hyde Park.

Prime

| gritish
| REGRADED UNCLASSTFTED b7 %000 12
| .., State Depl: N 5 1972
‘ %Tn' 'y parks  PRMAY

BIFERS—FEE —EELRAE RALEN O 08 TR WiAREEL FELLD W N
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ALWAT 3

: - CEWD
fll led 16/1217° Received at the War Department Message Center
i Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.
— July 16, 1982
. 2352 M.

From___London — . I k

To__ President of the United States

Copies furnizhed as mated:

To: Presidemt of the United Ftates
White House

No. 109 July 16, 1942

Former Naval person to the President.
] Personal nnd Number one one eight.
Am holding up long telegram to Stalin for
| another twentyfour hours, in hopes of being
able to improve paragraph three 2 little.

| Ehould be grateful if you would say nothing to
‘ him meanwhile,

Prime

| e

REGRADED UMCLASSIFIED by BEritish
Govt., Btate Dept. tel., 3-20-72
By R. H. Parks Late

| MAY 51972

Action Copy I

WLECPERPAT 8 —AMERLAE MELLR BAE BB (B0 BebehRa FelE B T
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CSWD
1:15aM
July 17 Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C,
e 1 e TS L
23:20 7 WX
From London

To__The rresident of the UUnited States

Copies furmished or mated:

No. 110 July 16, 1942

Prime Minister's No. 119.%
Former Naval person to President. Your one six

eight. Certainly. Whatever you wish. We are always

entirely at your service.

| MeClure

Note: No internal number. WDCS

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED
Govt., State Dept. by British
Br R-l E« Pﬂ.l'tn

*The War Dept. Code Room

called at 0650/17 to report
that the above unnumbered mes-
| sage had been serviced to de-
' termine the offieciel P.M. num-
ber. The number for it is J1J9.

Action Copy

R R AT AN BT BROE D8 e MIARARE FELLE. BT
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WAR DEPARTMENT
THE CHIEF OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

July 17, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

The attached message just received
from General Eisenhower indicates that the
party is going from Prestwick to London by
rail, arriving there tomorrow morning at
6:00 A.M. This is a chanpge from the orig-
inal schedule as it was planned to continue
to London in the same plane.

a.
Q%E&LT. MeNARNEY ,
Afting Chief of Staff

Incl.
Franklin D. Roosavelt Library

DECLASSIFIED
DOD DIR. s200.9 (s/27/68)

Il_-.tl- MAR 319?2

limtm-m
e
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. CENTER

INCC ﬁp iﬁi %%E‘:“ SAGE 571710

KER A -TRGERY
gyrom: London
b« }- Aglarx
Fo. 4E1 July 17 19€3

This messape for Colonel Deane Sacrstary
y? General Staff. lidborite pyosesding by rail from originsl
iandiug point erriviag here mero six zero zerd GHT
Ratvrday.

Eisenhowar

Acticn Copy: oFD
info. Copies: EG8
File

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library

DECLASSIFIED
DOD DIR. 5200.0 ¢o/27/88)

Date- MAR 31972

Ilinlturiji"ﬂuﬁlz;

CH-iN-3864 (7-17-42) 1544 Z

7

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE I5 FORBIDDEN
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CswD

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

0223G0T — July 18, 1842

o223 M.
ONDON
To__POTUS
:l_ - — — - -
#111, July 17, 1942
Former Naval Person to President, Number one two nfa..

#

Apert from minor verbal amendments the telegram to Stalin
as sent today, Friday, differs-only in the following respect
from the draft sent in my number one ome five (A) last three
| sentences of para one amended to read "At the moment only four
‘ shipa have arrived at Archangel, but six others are in Qova

‘ Reference my number one one eight. e EE—

Zembla Harbours. The latter may, however, be attacked from the

air at any time. At the best, therefore, only one third will

have survived" (B) Para three and first sentence of para four

amended to read ™y naval mdvisers tell me that if they had the

|| handling of the German surfece, subtmarine and air forces, in
present circumstences, they would guarantee the complete destruc-
tion of any convoy to North Russia, They have not been able so

| far to hold out hopes that convoys attempting to make the passapge

|- in perpetual daylight would fare better them P § Seventesn, It

is, therefore, with the greatest regret that we have reached the

| conclusion that to attempt to run the next convey, P Q Eighteen,

would bring no benefit to you and would only involve dead loas

| to the common cause, At the pame time, I give you my mRssurance

| that, if we can devise arrangemsnts which give a reasonalle chance

| of at least a fair proportion of the contents of the convoys

| roaching you, we will start them again at once. The crux of the

| problem is to make the Barents Sea aas dangerous for German war-

| ships as they make it for ours. This is what we should aim at

| dolng with our joint resources. I should like to send a senior
officer of the RAF to North Russia to confer with your officers

and make & p.an.

|' Meanwhile we are prepared to despatch immediately to the
Persian Gulf some of the shipa which were to have sailed in the

“ PQ convoy." (C) Paragraphs five, six, and seven:

i Your telegram to me on Twentieth June referred to combined

operations in the North. The obstacles to sending further convoys °

at the present time equally prevent our sending land forces and

air forces for operations inm Northern Norway. But our officers

REGRADSD UKCLASSIFIED by British
| Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-iu-72

T Sl REtl Rl - ‘;lr.‘m Im"ﬁ."

—
(%]
Cad
gy




—
Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg.. Washingten, D. C.

——..‘....;—._—_-:.n;%

Page two #111, July 17, from Londonm to FOTUS

should forthwith consider together what comvined operations
may be possible in or after October when there is & reason-
able amount of darkness. It would be better if you could
send your officers here, but if this is impossible, oure
will come to you.

In addition to & combined operation in the North, we are
studying how to help on your southern flank, If we can beat
back Rommel, we might be able to send powerful air forees in
the autumn to operate on the left of your line., The diffi=-
culties of maintaining these forces over the trans-Persian
route without reducing your suoplies will clearly be conside
srable but I hope to put detailed proposals before you in

the near future. We must, however, firat beat Rommel. The
battle is now intense.

Let me once again express my thanks for the forty Bos-
tons. The Germans are constantly sending more men and eir-
ceraft to Africe: but large reinforcements are approaching
General Auchinleck, and the impending arrival of strong Brit-
igh and American heevy bomber sircraft forces should give
security to the eastern Mediterranean, as well as obstruect-
ing Rommels supply ports of Tobruk and Benghazi. (D) Last
paragreph, wordes "In Palestine" omitted from fourth sentence
and last sentence but two amended to read "These preparations
have already led the Germans to withdraw two heavy bomber
groups from South Russia to France,"

I have added that 1 have shown this telegram to you.

FRIME

?!Iﬂ:gjﬂ:ﬂ- TTRECT a iy lv"t-"- A

s it « B8l., B-29-72

Late

WAL 5 e
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AMWAR 5 1 s - CSWD

Filed 0115/22 Cable
rlw

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

July 21, 1942

From. London l\ v

: i\
To. The President of the United States \../
Map Room - White House

Copies furnished o5 nofed:

Fo aval person to President, Personal and
Number one two one.

One+ I am anxious to do all I can to help you
combat the U dash boat, as yo re no doubt aware there
are s three hundred Baker g Easy apostrophe Sail
and Dog Easy apostrophe Sall Building in U 8 A at
British request. According to my information thT Twin
Screw Corvettes Building in Canada and the First|Baker
Dog Easy apostrophe Saill and Dog Easy apostrophe Sai
complete at the same time, The ocean going minesweepers
are a similar case,

Two+ We cannot tell which of us or where the enemy
will strike in the different phases of the war. We
must act according to circumstances, I would propose
therefore that all the above mentioned vessels and also
the United Kingdom production should be thrown in the
common pool and assigned to the best common advantage
according to needs, The machinery of the combined chiefs
of ST AFF and the munition assignments board is suited
to the task, Decisions must be made in good time to
nllow the completing ships to received United States or
British equipment as the case mey be, This procedure has
already led to the transfer of fifteen single Screw
| Corvettes to the United States Navy. It is in
accordance with the general agreement about munitions and
I urge that it should have our blessing. As our need
of the eight fairmiles is at this moment less urgent the
Admiralty is arranging their transfer now.

Frime

REGRADED UNCLASSTFIED by British

Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-20-78

i: By R. H. Parkse  Date /AY 51972

Action Copy

LLILES L S 'l';_'l-l-lllal BELTE BE OO0 ENL ELERAEE I;I.||- L
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WAR 2 '
Filed 433F/26 Cablegram CSWD !
ACM %

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.,

- July 26, 1942
L i

From__London ' : N

T POTUS A7)

Copies furnished as moled:

XX¥C 113, July 26th, 1942,

Former Naval Person to President m_:

and personal. No one two two. Your no, one six

nine, Pargﬁing and Pound have been discussing
the allocation of escort craft.

The so called pool only exists up to the time
of allocation which will be some months before they
are ready for service,

There was never any intention of maintaining
| a pool once ships are in service,

I hope this will meet your wishes.

Prime

| CLASSIFIED by Britiah
' REGRADED UNCLASSTFIED by BriftiCh
govt., State Dept. 1 :

. H. Parke Date E o
By R MAY 5 1972

Action Copy

BEpIFSAN-FATE —ANPRICAN LELER BEON €0, IND. MIAGANA FELLE. N Y.
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*" CABLEGRAM 1' csmD

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

WE o 2 20w
= = ¥

URGERT 0420 2 M.

LONDON

[

T'o. THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

o A
Wy

No. 114, July 26, 1942
Former Naval Person to President personal md-

WRo. one two thres. ["1’-,;,.—#”'
— e ——_—
1. I was sure you would be as pleased as I am,

indeed as we are all here, at the results of this strenucus
week. Besides reaching agreement on action, relations of
cordial intimecy and comradeship have been cemented betwesn

our high officers. I doubt if success would have been achieved
without Harrys invaluable aid,

24 We must nltnﬁ.'li.ilh a second front this year and
atteck at the earliest mnlt. As T seo 1t this second front
consists of a main body holding the enemy piauned opposite
Sledgehammer and a wide flanking movement called Torch
(hitherto oalled Gymnast). Now that everything is decided we
can, as you say, go full steam ahead., All depends on secrecy
and speed and on having & regular scheduls of political and
military action. Every hour counts and I agree with you that
Ootober thirtieth is the latest date which should be mccepted,

Litdufetdlir sl Uy british
Govt., Etate Dept. tel., 3-20-72
By R. H. Parke Date

ki
\ -Lr l"'._ l

ReMihiil —

——————

S e PO -ANIEECEE BELLE BIDE (9 FRE EasddEE Falul @ T
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg.. Washington, D, C,

To REGRADED UNCLAESIFIED by British
Govt., State Dept. te) 399 00

57y H. H. Parks Data . AT
PAGE 2. MRy -9

Ho, 114, July 26, 1942

3. 8eorecy can only be maintained by deception. For
this purpose I am running Jupiter and we must also work up
Sledgehammer with the utmost vigour. These will cover all
movements in the 0United Kingdom. When your troops start for
Torch everyone except the secret circles should believe they
are golng to Suez or Basra thus explaining tropieoal kit, The

Canadian Army here will be fitted for Arotic Service. Thus

we shall be able to keep the enemy in doubt till the last moment.

4. Meanwhile I hope Bolero processes will continue
at full blast subject only to any necessary impingement upon
them mads by Torch, which impingement eventuates only in a
certain delay. Thus we ;htll be able to strike, right
handed, left handed or both handed,

6+ I talked to Gemeral Marshall about the scale of
supplies and equipment laid down for United States Foroces in
Bolero, At nine tons a man initial equipment and nine dash
tenths a ton a month maintenance this works out at eleven
million seven hundred thousand long tons for the first nine

months and over nineteen milliom for the seocond nine months,

124~



Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

To

REGRADED UNOLASSIFIED by British
PAGE 3, Govt., btate Dept. tel., 8-20-72

No. 114, July 26, 1942 P7 R W Farke - DatMay 5172
that is to say almost as mich in one nine four three for the :
American Expeditionary Forces as we are planning for the

whole importatimof Great Britain both in food and raw materials.
At present it is ladd down that the first million Americans
bring with them one hundred and seventyfive thousand motor
vehicles or one for every six men involving one hundred
seventyfive thousand drivers and probably ms many more in the
work shops for maintenance. According to our joint shipping
authorities only two dash thirds of the shipping required for
such s cales can be made available. It is therefore a case

of coming with much fewer men or lighter soales, Genmsral
Marshall promised to look into these scales with a view to
outting them drastically.

6. I have to draw so heavily on stooks this year to
get through with tweaty five millions import, and even if this
is achieved it is only one dash half our pre dash war
import and twenty seven or twenty eight millions will be our
minimum next year. It would be most imprudent to remain
without any reserve of stocks in case heavy bombing of the

1242



Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

M.

— - T

To
Govt., State Dept. tel., 8-20-72
PAGE 4, By R. H. ' g

No. 114, July 26, 1942 .
Morsey and Clyde begins again. I should be most grateful if

you would examine this yourself. I am working here with Averill,
Douglas and Leathers.

T« Te were disappointed at not breaking Rommel's
front last week though heavy losses were inflicted upon him inm
bitter fighting. We have far heavier reinforcements approach-
ing and far better communlcations than he has and marked super-
lority in this air. The Bighth British Armoured and Fortyfourth
British Infantry Divisions are now landed, and the Fiftyfirst
British Infantry arrives in three weeks beaides at least
forty or fifty thousand replacements flowing in steadily. The
Shermans should arrive early in September and we hope to bring
them into action during that month. Thus I feel confident we
can defend Egypt and I trust Auchinleck may destroy this man
where he now lt:md-. I am delighted to have the United States
Armoured “ivision and hope it may follow the Fiftysixth which
lands early in October.

)
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From

1 »

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washingten, D. C,

qi m,f-\i ﬁ ii

To,

Copies furmished a5 noted:

Action Copy

PAGE 6.

8, If Auchinleck beats Rommel we shall have about
seven divisions which edther be directed to follow up a vilotory
in the Western Desert into Acrcobat or, should the Russian

Southern Front give way, to the Levant dash Caspian theatre,

8. I still feel that in spite all other demands upon
us we ought to try to place twenty, thirty or even forty air
squadrons on the Russian southern flank, thus helping them to
hold the barrler formed by the Casplan, the Caucasus Mountains
and a Turkey confirmed im meutrality. =~ It- also seema
necessary to have scmething solid to offer Stalin, Whatever
happens however nothing must Iinterfere with Torch or weaken
Auchinleck before he has won,

g:fi:r.i:-:;* :'_'i-.;L.J.ESEF:ED a7y British
*» Stute Dept. tel., 3.30-72

Ey R. H. Parke Da
aaY 51972

—

BURSFERE-FACE —ABLRICRE LESED BOOE 08 VB WISEEEE FEluE 8 ¥,
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1) CABLEGRAM 1

HED Received at the War Department Message Center
PULED 59/ 9004 Room 3441 Munitions Bidg., Washington, D, C.

From__ AMERICAN EMBA:SY LONDON \§§/
To_ THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES L /

Copies furmished a5 naled: ND., 117 JULY 29,1242
TO PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT FROM THE FORMEHR

MAVAL PERSON NO 124.

CAMPBELL 18 BEING INSTRUCTED TO COMMUNICATE TO
YOU STALINS ANSWER TO MY 'ESEAGE OF JULY EIGHTEENTH.

| DO NOT PROPOSE TO EYBARK OM AN ARGUUENT, BUT
STALIN WILL NO DOUBT EXPECT SOME ACCOUNT OF OUR RECENT
CONVERSATIONS HERE ON THE SECOND FRONT. SUBJECT Th
WHAT YOU MAY FEEL, | PROPOSE TO REFER STALIN TO THE
AIDE MEMOIRE EXPLAINING OUR ATTITUDE-HANDED TO MOLOTOV
| HERE JUST BEFORE HME LEFT FOR MOSCOW, WHICH | SHOWED

| YOU, "AND TO SAY THAT IT STILL REPRESENTS OUR GENERAL
POSITION, SUT THAT WE HAVE AGREED WITH YOU ON CERTAIN
| ACTICN, ALTHOUGH AT PRESENT STAGE NOTHING CAN BE SAID

ABOUT TIME AND PLACE.
WE MIGHT ALSO SAY THAT WE HOPE TO RESUME CONVOYS

IN SEPTEMBER, IF RUSSIANS CAN PROVIDE NECESSARY AIR FORCE
TO DENY GERMAN SURFACE SHIPS USE OF BARENT. SEA AND THAT

IF THE SATTLE IN EGYPT GOES WELL WE SHOULD BE ABLE TO

MAKE A FIRM OFFER OF AlR SUPPOKT ON THE RUSSIAN SOUTHERN

FLANK. BEERADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
€ovt., State Dept. tel., 8-20-72
WHAT ARE YOUR VIEWS? BY R. H. Parke Date

L 107
Action Copy Jre

AP PR —ANTE & e
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

From PRIME

To POTUS

Copies furnirked o mated:
PAGE TWO

IN THE MEANWHILE WE ARE EXPLAINING TO MAISKY
IN DETAIL NATURE OF PROBLEMS OF RUSSIAN CONVOYS AND
LATEST POSITION ABOUT BOMBING ATTACKS ON GERMANY AND

PLANS FOR COMMANDO RA1DS
‘ PRIME

REGRADTD myopse
o J81IF D B q
Govt., Stute Bﬂpt‘I'D by Britiak

By R. H. Paryg 1;:&' 5-29-72

| AY 51970

Ly

WIEPRE R PR AT RS BELTE B OF . P SR PRl B T

-
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AIAK 1. -
riled 3324/30 § CABLEGRAM WDCS
JU : L

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

= =

__0l40Z M.
From__london

To_The President of the United States
The White House

Copies furnished as moted: || 0 rher 119 from London, England July 30, 1942
Former laval Person to the President. Fersonal und-
Humber .‘}32-! Your one seven two.
Para. 1. Ve do not agree with Chiang Kai Sheks astimote

of the Indian situation. The Congress Party in no way represents

9/

India and is strongly opposed by over ninety million Mohammedans,

R

o

forty million untouchables, and the Indian States comprising some

=

ninety millions, to wiom we are bound by treaty. Congress repre-

MAY

gents mainly the intellipgentzia of non fighting Hindu elements,

and can neither defend Indis nor relse revolt, The milltary classes

on whom everything depends are thoroughly loyal, in fact ovar a

million have volunteered for the Army and the numbers recently

IR LAl o

volunteering greatly exceed all previous records. Their loyalty

would be gravely impaired hy handing over the Government of +ndia

Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-88-72
By R. H. Parks

HREGRAL .0 1

to Congress control. The reckless declarations of Longress have

moreover given rise to widespread misgiving, even asmong its own

rank and file.

Para 2, The Government of India have no doubt of thnil.r ability
to maintain nr‘l.iar and carry on government with efficlency and secure
Indias maximum contribution to the war effort whatever Congress
ray say or even do, provided of course that their suthority is

|
¢ | not undermined. His Majestys Government here have no intention

BURTORE FETE BT EE RELEE BETE G RE SRR RRLLE B Y
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

'.-.!!!!! e U s

From

Ta

apies furnithed o5 noled:

REGRADED [y

CLASSIFIED by Britiash

< S

Detp

. D
f

Antii{n_(:_qw

Page #2 of Number 119 from london, England July 30, 1942
| of making any offer beyond the sweeping proposals which Sir Stafford

Cripps carried to lndia and in fact eould not do so without creat—

ing grave intermal trouble in India. So far as I am concerned,

I could not acecept responsibility for making further proposals at

| this stage. We have however only today in Parliament made clear
that while the specific proposals suggested by Cripps failed to se-
cure agreement we stand firmly by broad intention of our offer which
is that India should have the fullest opportunity at the earliest

possible moment after the war to attain to complete self government

| under constitutional arrangements of her own da?iging. I earnestly

hope therefore, Mister President, that you will do your best to

| dissuade Chiang Kai Shek rrom his completely misinformed activities,

and will lend no countenance to putting pressure upon His Majestys

coverrmment.

WLAPORE- AT <ANERICAN BALLE REQR £0,,INC, NARGARA FALLE,N.T.
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. 41 g’/f o

QRN WASHINGTON,D.C.

—— July 3lst, 1942.

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein a copy of a
telegram which hes been received this
morning at the Embassy from the Forelgn
Office containing a measssge for you from —
the Prime Minister. This telegram refers
to two messages sent by the Prime Llinister
to Monaieur Stalin, and coplies of these
messages are elso enclosed herein.

Believe me,
Desr Mr. FPresident,

Very sincerely yours,

A Cos el

The Honourable DELLAS ‘“;H'FJ_;EHJ%AiL_F

By huthe

Frpanklin D. Roosevelt, el RLLéljil
(é-’*—*‘u‘cj oo MAY 5 1972
By

Pregident of the United 3tates
of Ameriea,

Washington, D. C.
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Telegram dated July 31st from the Frime Minister
to the Fresident.

No. /a5
Personal and L ]

Your 171.

I have sent telegrams which follow to
Stalin end I hope you will authorize me to tell
him what we have settled. I am sure I can state
the case in all its bearings,
24 It was necessary for me on other grounds
to go to Cairo. The Chief of Im].:erial General
Staff will come with me in both cases. I eam elso
asking 8muts and Wavell to éﬁma to Cairo.

3. Admirelty are prepared to try to run 5

another Py convoy of forty ships about September hthlf—
b I cannot give up any aircraft from Middle
East till Rommel is beaten, but enything additional

you can find for Southern Russian front will be &
godsend,

S8ee my immediately following telegram, =

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., Btate Dept. tel., 3-20-72
By R. H. Parks Date [y,
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Telegram from London dated July 31st containing
text of first messege sent by the Prime kinister

to Monsieur Stalin.

We are making preliminary errangements

(see my immediately following message) to run a

large convoy through to Archangel in the first week

of September.

2. I em willing, if you invite me, to come
myself to meet you in Astrekhan, the Caucasus or
eimilar convenlient meeting place. We could then
gurvey the war together and take decisions hand in
hand. I could then tell you plans we have made with
President Roosevelt for offensive action in 1942. I
.would bring Chief of Imperial General éiaff with me,
3. I am etarting for Cairo forthwith. I have
serious business there as you may imagine. PFrom there
I will if you desire it fix a convenient date for our
meeting which mizht so far as I am cuncafﬂad be between
the tenth and thirteenth of August, all being well.

Lis The Wer Cabinet have endorsed my proposals,

See my succeeding telegram.

REGRADED UMrtacateren
Gove. 3

h H. E. Ferke Dn -




I1I.

Telegram from London dated July 3lst containing
text of second message sent by the Prime linister

to Monsieur 8talin.

Personal and —

My immediately preceding message.

We are making preliminary arrangements fki
for emiling a convoy of forty ships during the
first week in September. I must make it clear,
however, that there is little chence of even
one-third of the ships getting through to you, as
wae the case in P.4.17, unless air threat to German
surface forces in Barente 8ea is such a8 to deter
latter from operating egainst convoy. Ae you are
no doubt awaere, situation haes been discussed with
M. Maisky and I understand that the latter has

communicated to you what we consider minimum air

regquirements.

REGRA i ish
DED iMOLASSIFIED by E!‘Et
Govt., Simsie Dept. tel., 3-20-72
By R. B. Fushd DuisMAY 5 1977

1252



	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008
	0009
	0010
	0011
	0012
	0013
	0014
	0015
	0016
	0017
	0018
	0019
	0020
	0021
	0022
	0023
	0024
	0025
	0026
	0027
	0028
	0029
	0030
	0031
	0032
	0033
	0034
	0035
	0036
	0037
	0038
	0039
	0040
	0041
	0042
	0043
	0044
	0045
	0046
	0047
	0048
	0049
	0050
	0051
	0052
	0053
	0054
	0055
	0056
	0057
	0058
	0059
	0060
	0061
	0062
	0063
	0064
	0065
	0066
	0067
	0068
	0069
	0070
	0071
	0072
	0073
	0074
	0075
	0076
	0077
	0078
	0079
	0080
	0081
	0082
	0083
	0084
	0085
	0086
	0087
	0088
	0089
	0090
	0091
	0092
	0093
	0094
	0095

