
) 

CHURCHILL TO ROOSEVELT 

AUGUST - OCTOBER 1942 

• 



AII!I'AJ\ 1 
tilod 1/960AM 
1111 

t CabltltM 

' ~"'Cciv~ at the War ~partmcnt Menage Cc.nte.r 

CS'IID 

Room 3441 Munitiono Bld1 .. Wuhin1ton, D. C. 
"""'\ M:'\ r ~ !V I ;-

\; J ... ~ ~,;,, ll Au~t 1. 1942 _JOI!I8.11:04LJ.Z_ mM. \}J~ 
From ••on !)abtaay J..ondoo 

To Fotua 

Nwaber one two oix, Pr~ lliniater to Prea ident. 

Peroo-1 and .._. 

I ot r ongly endoroo r ooomaend&tiono oent you today by 

Combined Shipping Bo&rdo. 

R!GRAD'11! ll:lCLA~STi'!llD by Brl tleb 
Govt. • ~ ttc ... Dopt. tel.' 8-29-72 
By R. 11. l'W"ka Dato lloy 
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.lddresseda 

Froma Uldeast . 

Receive d1 2047/4/8 
B. A.D. Washington f 

-----~----------------------Da_t_e_· _____ 4/-8~/-42 . -
1 

MOST IMMEDIATE 

JltJ. 1-'.,·A 

No. REFLEX No. ll1 

For,er Naval person to President Roosevelt. 

I should greatly like to have your aid aad 

countenance in my talks with Joe. Would you be able 

to let l,verell come with me. I feel that thi.ngs 

would be easier if we all seemed to be together. I 

have a somewhat raw job. Kindly duplicate your reply 

to London. 
'(./ Am keeping my i mmediate movements vague. / 

-acer•ed In JV/op "kbom 
tfl .:zo", EWI; A'1JVS( "'?. lf'4:J. 

T.o.o. 

REGRA!l7:' ·•·:ru~ r r>trD br Brl t1 oh 
Govt . . :. , . .:. l:Ouv~. "'1 . , 3 ... 29-72 
By R. li. h u·ka Date MAY S 

1972 
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T.o.o. ~'JOZ/6/8 

Rece1nd: 1215 

Date: 6/8/42, 
•ddreaaed: B.~.D . Washington 

Repeatedl Air ~niatr7 8, Office. 

Prom a IUdeas t . 

Reflex 23 6/8, Followi111 

and Personal for President Roosevelt fro~ f ormer 

Baval peraon. 

BegiMI 

Thank you ao auch about · Averell. Be 

will be a creat help to ••· 

'f . 0 . 0. 09')0Z/6 

CSB 

7d!c~ ,&J«i m fYb p laJo m 
of tJto, •wr;, Avau41 , , , , ,. 
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From Landon 

v 
Action 

To JJn1 ted sta.te• 

No, 123, August 11, 1942 

Number 127 ~eraonal Fo~or N&val Person to 

Presidont Roosovolt. 

You will no doubt have aeon the cablos sent by the Britiah 

Chiefs of staff London to the COI:Ibined Chiefs or Staff Washington 

about aceeleratin& the date of Torch. I am suro that nothing ia 

more vital than thia, and that superhuman offorta should bo made, 

Every day co•~ta. I havo alr eady tolocraphod to London welcoming 

the appointment of Gene ral Eisenhower ao Allied Commander in Chief 

for Torch and tho Bri tiah Chiefs are coopera ti.ng with him to the 

full, 

Paragraph 2. I alao wish to endorae tho auggeation of the 

Aa:dralty about aoma United Statea submarines working from 

Gibraltar. 

Paragraph 3. I have boon busy here with a roor&ani<ation 

of tho High COII:III&Ild which was noceaaary, I &m detaching Iraq 

and Peraia fro:a the ltiddlo East C"""""'d and tranoferring Genort.l 

thoro. Alexander will aucceod him aa c.,..,dar in Chief. 

General Gott who waa to have been appointed to command Eighth Army 

under Alexander waa killed yesterday. I propose to appoint 

General Uontgomory in his place. This will promote tho utmoat 

.,... ....... ' """ . t 
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Reaived at the War Otpartment Mtt~~~&e Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldt •• Wuhinaton. D. C. 

----~M. 
From _____________ _ 

Action Copy 

To•------ -----------

Page 2, No. 123, August 8, 1942 from London 

concentration upon the battle, A victory here might have a 
./ 

decisive effect upon the attitude of the French towards Torch. 

Paragraph 4. All these changes are of the utmost secrecy 

and no announcement will be lllt\de until the commo.nd has been 

/ 

definitely traneferred. Pray therefore let thie be for yourself 

alone . 

. Paragraph 5. I am giving rrry own personal o.ttoontion in 

detail on the spot to the reception and utilization of the 

Shermans and l 05 'a for which we are eagerly waiting. I am 

visiting the unite tomorrow that are to receive theee weapons. 

Paragraph 6. Averell hat juet arrived, and we shall be 

off soon on our further queet . I will keep you informed. 

Paragraph 7. I am also seeing General s Maxwell and Brereton. 

7f'ecetved tn 1'1ap ~m 
ac 115~ Ewr;, Auc. J; I'J'I~. 

PRIL!E 

RIGRAr~ u:·,·~.\SSlPr 
Govt., >tc .e De t ED by Sri tieL 
By R. ll . l'&l·&a P ' Dtel., 3-29-72 

-•&! MAY 5 19' 
- I'~ 
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TH£ WHIT£ HOUSE: 

WASHINGTON 

8/10 

Prime ''1 nister No . 128 

By direction or the President, 

Copy to !.T, Cordell Hull 

Copy to Mr . Sumner 1'/elles 

Shovm to llr , El mer Davis by Captain !loCree . 

• 
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Action Copy 

Reee.ived at the War Department Meua.re Center 
Room 3441 Munition• Bide .• Wuhincton, D. C. 

August 9 . 194?. 

CS\I'D 

UI'GEIIT 22537. .// ~:.!!!!..!!.!!...._M. 

London "-!-t· • 

To .The Pre~>ident of tHe United Stat e!' · 

No XXXC 124 Aur,ust 9 , 1942 

From Prime Minister to President Roosevelt 
number one two eir:ht ,..and personal. 

l. I hope you will let me see beforehand 
the text of any message you are thinkin~ of !'ending 
me upon the anniversary of the Atlantic Charter on 
August fourteen. We considered the wordin& of that 
famous document line by line together and I should 
not be able, without mature consideration, to ~ivc 
it a wider interpretation than was agreed between 
us at the time. Its pr 9posed application t o Jlsin 
and Africa r equires much thought. Great embft» rnssment 

. · would be caused t o the defence of India at the pr esent 
time by s uch n s tatement as the Office of War Informa­
tion has been .foreca s ting. Here in the Middle East the 
Arabs might claim by majority they could expel the Jews 
from Palestine, or at any time forbid all further im­
migration. I am ~< trongly wedded to the Zionist policy, 
of which I wos one of the_authors. This is only one of 
the many unforeseen cases which will arise from new and 
further declorati onF. 

2 . Would it not be sufficient to dwell on the 
progress made in this memorable year, to the gr owth 
of the United Nations, to the continued magnificent 
resistance' of Pussia t o aggression, to the success of 
the arms of the Uni ted States in the Pacific and to the 
growth of our combined airpower? F inally we could 
reaffirm our pr i nciples and point to the ho!)e of a 
hap!)ier world nfter some preliminary intervening un­
pleasantness hns been s atisfactorily got over. I am 
sure you will consider my difficultieR with the kindness 
you alwnyR Ahow to me. 

Pl'i me 
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Cablegram !" 

Reeeived at the War Department Message Center 
Room 3441 Munition• Bldg., Waohington, D. C. 

AuiUst 13 1942 

To The prpsi dent of t hp United States 

126 Augus~ 13, 1942 

CSWD 

Former. navaJ person to President Roosevelt 
personal and 3 number Ine two nine. X repeat 
for your information follow ng report which X have 
telegraphed to Deputy Prime V.inister. 

. ...... 
One. Machine carrying Brooke, Cadogna, Wavell 

and Tedder was forced to return to Teheran, but 
Harriman and I arrived here comfortably at five PM 
twelfth and were met by Molotov, Voros hilov and 

J!!any o.~ ~e·t-"!. 

Two. Not being at all tired, X began conference 
with St a lin!• a~ Kremlin at seven PM. This lasted 
nearly four hours . There were present only Stalin, 
Molotov, Vorishilov, myself, Harriman and our Ambassador 
with interpreter. The first two hours were bleak and. 
Sombre. I explained at length, with maps and arguments, 
why we would not do s ledgehammer. He said that be 
did not agree with our reasons. He argued the other 
way and everyone was pretty glum. Finally he said that 
he did not accept our. view but we had the right to 
decide. In this discussion X had, of course, explained ­
round up~ which he passed over too lightly because it 
was remote and there were great difficulties in landing 
anywhere outside fig~~er cover. However, the fi gures 
of American ar-rivals in UK and our own proposed 
expeditionary force were told as solid facts. 

~hree. We then passed on to the ruthles$ bombing 
of Germany, which gave general satisfaction, Monsieur 
Stalin emphasised the importance of striking at the 
morale of the German population, and I made it clear 
that this was one of our leading military objectives. 
He said he attached the greatest importance to bombing 
and that he knew raids were having n t~emendous effect 
in Germany. After this prolonged discussion, it seemed 
tha t a~l we were going to do .was ~o sledgehammer, no 

Rl!:GRAD!' ::rrr" ssrn~n . 
G···l , · "' oyBritioh 

.. · · · ._ t~ 1.u De~;.. t 1 By R H p '' · 6 . , 3-29-73 . . arks Date 
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' CABLEGRAM 

Received at the War Department Messoae Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg .. Wuhington. D. C. 

August 13. 1942 

-- -
CSWD 

---~M. 

London 

To Ibe President of the United States 

No. 126 August 13, 1942 

round up and pay our way by bombing Germany. I thought 
it was best to get the wor.t 098W ft.at . I did not try 
to relieve it, and I asked specially that there should 
be the plainest speaking between friends and comrades in 
peril. However courtesy and dignity prevailed. 

Four. This was the moment in the bat tle when 1 
brawcbt Torcb into action. As I told the whole story 
Stalin became intensely interested. His first question 
was what would happen in Spain and Vichy France. A 
little later on he remarked that the operation was mili­
tarily right but he had political doubts about the effect 
on France. He asked particularly the timing, and I said 
not later than October thirtieth, but President and all 
of us were trying to pull it forward to October seventh. 
This seemed a great relief to the three Russians . At this 
point ~onsieur Stalin said, according to the interpreter, 
(May God prosper this undertaking). 

Five. This marked the turning point in our con­
versation. Re then began to raise various political ob­
jections f earing that the Anglo-American seizure of 
Torch Regions would be misunderstood in France . What 
were we doing about De Gaulle? I said if he were thought 
helpful he would be used, but at present we thought the 
American Flag was a far better chance of an easy entry. 
Harriman backed this very strongly by referring to reports 
by American Agents all over Torch Territories on which 
The President relies, and also Admiral Leahys opinion. 
Presently Monsieur Stalin epitomized four main reasons 
for Torch. First. It would hit Rommel in the back. 
Second. It would over awe Spain, Third. It would pro­
duce fighting between Germans and Frenchmen in France 
and, fourth it would expose Italy to the whole br unt of 
the war. This statement pleased me greatly as showing 
his swift and complete .mastery of a problem hitherto 
Novel.. I added, of course, the fifth reason, namely 

l· y 1\ . H. rur~o 

f • 1U4-

•. o,) -29- 72 
Dnto , , • 

H 'OJ ) • 
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CABLEGRAM 

Re«ived at the War Department Menage: Center 
Room 3441 Munitiont Bids .• Washington, D. C. 

August 13, 1942 

CSWD 

____ ..JI{. 

London 

To The President of the United States 

No. 126 August 13, 1942 

shortening of the sea route through the Mediterranean. 
He was concerned to ·know ~betber we were able tc pass 
through the Straits of Gibraltar. I also told hia the 
changes of command in Egypt and our determination to 
fight a decisive battle there in late .August or September. 
Finally, it was clear that they all liked Torch though 
Molotov as ked whether it could not be in September. 

Six. I then proceeded to open the prospect of our 
placing an Anglo-American Air Force on ' the Southern Flank 
of the Russian Armies to defend the Caspian and the Cau­
casian Mountains and generally to fight in this theatre. 
I did not, however, go into details, as of course we had 
to win our battle in Egypt first and I had not the 
Presidents pldns tor the American contribution. If Stalin 
liked the idea we would set to work in detail upon it. 
He replied that they would be mos t grateful for this aid, 
but that the details of location etc, would require study. 
As you know, I am very keen on this project because it 
will bring about more hard fighting between the Anglo­
American air power and the Huns, all of which aids the 
gaining of mastery in the air under more fertile condit- J 

ions than l ooking for trouble over the Pas De Calais . 

Seven. Thus all ended cordially, and I expect I 
shall establish a solid and s i ncere relationship with 
this man and convince him of our ardent desire, shared 
by the President, to get into battle heavily and speedily 
to the best advantage. About the Russians, he said only 
that the Germans.had produced more tanks and power than 
had been expected , that the news from the South was not 
good, and that the Russians had started diversions as at 
Rabey, which was making ·progress. 

Eight. I must tell you what a help Harriman was in 
this extremely serious, tense, and at one time critical 
discussion. He came in heavily in the name of the 
President in everything about Torch, and his presence 
thi'OIIII8 hout was invaluable. ~ ~ " • 

Gov t . . ~ . 
By R. II. ParJ.e 

01 50 
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CABLEGRAM 

Received at the War Department Mea.saa:c Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldr .. W .. hington. D. C. 

August 13. 1942 

___ _.M. 

London 

To The President of the United States 

No. 126 August '13, 1942 

Nine. It is arranged that I see Monsieur MOlotov 
today, ... M .... - • ·~- into the political 
sides of Torch and reassure them about France and Vichy. 

Ten. If, as I hope, Brooke and the others arrive 
this evening, the military authorities on both sides are 
to sit together and check up both on strategy and tech~ 
nical detail. 

Eleven. I told Stalin I should hold myself at his 
disposition shoul d he wish to see me again. He replied 
that the Russian custom was that the visitor should state 
his wishes 'and that he was ready at any time. Accordingly 
1 am going to propos e another talk for this evening, per­
haps at ten PM., He knows the worst, and we parted in an 
atmosphere of great good will. I am lodged in State 
Villa No seven where Stalin sometimes stays himself. It 
stands in the midst of a thick wood, is strongly guarded 
on every side, and has a spacious underground suite in 
case of air raids. The weather is beautiful, and what we 
should like best in England. 

Prime 

IU'~RAD!- .. . , · c.. - - l-"' 
Covt.. ""' :; ~r ' .. · _ 
By lt . H. Parks ., ' · t<! .' 3-~~ -72 

Date , ; I . 

.. 
- -· ... 
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TELEGRAM {r v( 
mitt ~ltite. ~5£ 
~~ August l4 1942 -.. 

FROM LONDON 
FOR THE PRESIDENT 

NUMB~ 128 .t'rom London August 1 4 1942 

Former Naval person to President Roosevelt 

.. . 

tl•••and p ersonalNUJIIber 130 

Your number 177 

I take it 9.ll!1ss 6hi&D8 should seek to make 
difficulties between us and should interfere in matters about 
which he has proved himself most ill informed which affect 
our Sovereign rights, Decisio~ to intern Gandhi was taken 
by executive of twelve , at w~~ch only one European was present. 
These Indians are as good Indi·an patriots and as able men as 
any of the congress lenders; They have shown great courage and 
it is essential not to weaken their authority, All Ch1a¢g 1 s talk 
of congness leaders wiahing' us to quit 1n order that they li!SY 
help the Allies is eye wash. 

They are concerned with one thing only namely, congress supremacy, 
It occurred to me you could remind Chiang that Gandhi '·wa'S prepared 
t o negotiate with Japan on the basis of a free passage for Japanese 
troops through India in (garbled group) of their joining:hands 
with Hitler, Personally I have no doubts that in addition there 
would have been an understanding that the congresa would have 
the use of sufficient Japanese troops to keep down the coaposite 
majority of ninety million Moelea s , forty million Untouchables 
and ninety million in the princes states . The style of his message 
prompts me to aay "Cheuhez la Femae• . 

It may well be that the ensuing weeks will show how very little 
real influence the Hindu congress has over the masses of Indiar . 

Averen a nd I are sending you full accounts of our conversation 
with Stalin, and upshot of which is so far satisfactory. 

PRIME 

745pm/d 
T)

"n t'" rl ~· • rrtli'~ hy ilr itieb 
li!:G!\A. ·~" 1 ' • 3-::~ -72 
Go"'!.. .. .; ll- • .. u • · ' l/~ .. , -,·a Date ~· nv ~ \'~ e-B7 1\. u · ........ · nM ' 
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________ A~u~gu~a~t~l4~~,1~9~4:2 ________ _ 

1816 z 
From._ ---=Lo:::n::.d:::o:::n:_ ________________ _ 

' 

Action Copy 

,. . . 
To The President ot th'e United states 

Tho White House 

!lumber 128 tron London AU~~UBt 14, 1942 xxx-c 
Former !laval Person to Praaident Roosevelt. •••• 

personal , Number 130, Your number 177, 

and 

I take it amiaa Chiang ohould seek to make difficultiea 

between us and should interfere in matters about which he hao 

proved himself moot ill informed which affect our Sovereign Ri&hto , 

Decision to intern Gandhi waa taken by executive of twelve, at 

which only one European waa present , These Indiana nre aa good 

Indian patriots and as able men as any of the Con~roaa loaders . 

They have shown great courage and it is essential not to weaken 

their authority. All Chianga talk of Congress leaders wishing 

ua to quit in order that they may help tho Allies ia eye waah, 

They are concerned with one thing only namely, co~reaa oupremacy. 

It occurred to me you could r811ind Chiang that Gandhi waa prop&red 

to negotiate with Japan on the baaia of a free p&soage for Japaneae 

troops through India in (garbled &roup) of their joining banda 

with Bitler. Personally I have no doubts that in addition there 

would have boon an underatandinK that the congrosa would have 

the use of suffioiont Japanese troops to keep down tho oompoeite 

majority of ninety million Lloelome, forty million Untouchable• 

and ninety million 1n tbeoPrinoea States. The style of his meaaage 

RIGRAD!D UNCLASSIFI!D b proopts me to eay "Cherchea la femme" .Govt., Stnte 0 t 1 Britiah 
ep · tel. , 8-29-7 
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, ' Rec.eived at the War Department Meuage Ce11ter 
R~m 3441 Munition• Bids .. Waahinston, D. C. 

·.-- ____ M. 

From'--------------

C~pitsjurnislltd os not¢: 

Action 

To _ __________ ___ 

Pe.ge 1f2 of' !lumber 128 from London August 14, 1942 xxx-c 

I t may well he that the ensuing weeks wil l show how very 

little real influence the Hindu Cont;rese has over the muse s of 

I ndia. 

Averell and I arc sending you LUll accounts of our conver-

sation with StRlin, and upshot of which is so far satisfactory, 

U.Ut 

Pri me 

RIGRAD!n UNCLASSIFIED by Brl t 1Ab 
Govt. , State Dept. tel., 3-29-72 
By R. H, Parke Dato 

MAY 5 1972 
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Rec.eived at the War De.,.rtmcnt Maaace Center 
Room 3441 MIJnitions Bldr .. Waohinatoo, D. C. 

""~"''t 15. 1942 

' . 1616 z 

Wtx:S 

From London 

Action Copy 

To '\'he President of tbo United states 
The \Thite Rouse 

!:umber 129 from London, August 15, 1942 xxx-c 

Froa Fonner Naval Person to President Rc;>oaevelt !lumber 131 

personal and~~~~~~ 

Pa.rn l. 1 visited Molotov at the Kremlin yesterday morning 

in order to explain to him more clearly and fully tho character of 

the operations Sledgehammer, Roundup , Bolero, Torch and Jupiter . 

1 pointed out how injurious to the common cause it would be if, 

owin& to recrimination~ about dropping Sledge~or, wo were forced 

to argue publicly at ainst such enterprises. 1 also explained more 

ful ly the pol itical settin~ of Torch. Be l istened affabl y but 

contributed nothing. I proposed to hi!D' t hat I should eeo Stalin 

at ton PU t hat night, and later in the day got word that eleven 

o'clock would be more convenient and that as tho aubjoota to be 
X 

dealt w1 th would be the oame as those of the nigbt before, would 

1 wish to bring Har r iman. I said yes, and also Cadogan, Brooke, 

Wavell und Tedder who had meanwhile arrived safely from Teheran 

in a Russian plane, They mi~ht have had a very dangerous fire 

in thoir Liberator , 

Para 2. Accor dingly, we all repaired to tho Kremlin at 

cloven PU and were received only by Stal in and Molotov with tho 

interpreter. Then began a moat unpleasant discussion. Stalin 

handed me the enclosed document to which see also my roply. When · 
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Received at the War Ocpa.rtment MeSNse Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington. D. C. 

~I':'~-

~ - 1 ~-- .. _ ____ ,,{, 
Fr.om'------------..,.---

t~ 
~ .., ... l ., .... 

-~ ' +' 0> ...... 
~ ... ' "' "' := 

Action Copy 

To ______________________ ___ 

Page #2 of llumber 129 from London, Augu.•t 15, 1942 

it was translated I said I woul d answer it in writi ng and that he 

mus~ underst and we ~ave made up our mi nds upon the course to be 

pursued and that r eproaches were vain. Thereafter we argued for 

about two hours, during which he said many disagreeable thin~s , 

' especi ally about our being too much afraid of fighting the Germans, 

and if we tried it like the Russians we shoul d find it not so )>ad, 

that we had broken our promi se about Sledg<~hammer, that we had 
' . 

failed in delivering the supplies promised to Russia and only sent 

remnants after we had taken all we needed for ourselves. Apparentl y 

these complaints were addressed as much to the United States as 

to Britain. 

Para 3 . I repulsed all his contentions squarely but without 

taunts of any kind. I suppose he is not used to being contradicted 

repeatedly but he did not become at all angry or even animated. 

On one occasion I said 11I pardon that remark only on account of 

the br avery of the Russian troops" . Finally he said we could 

carry it no further . He must accept our decioion and abruptly 

invited us to dinner at eight o'clock toni t ht . 

Para 4. Accepted the invitation said I would leave by 

plane at dawn the next morning i. e. fifteenth. Jo seemed somewhat 

concerned at this and asked could I not stay longer . I said, 

0156 



• ' Rec.eived at the War Oepart~ent Mesaage-Center 
Room 3441 Munition• Bldg., Waahington, D. C. 

_____ M. 

FrfJIII'-------------=---

Action Copy 

TfJ·-------------

Page 1/e of !!umber 129 from London, A.u~;U st 15, 1942 

certainly, if there wa s any eood to be done , and that I would wait 

one mors day anyhow. I then exclaimed there waa no ring of 

comradship i n his attitude, I had travelled f ar to establ i sh 

good working re lations , We had done our utmost to hel p Russia and 

woul d conti nue to do so. We had been lel't entirely alone for a 

year against Germany and Italy, II ow that the t hree great nations 

wer <> all ied, victory was certain provided we did not fall apart, 

and so forth. I was somewhat animated in this passage and before 
he liked- z%e.­

it could be t r anslated he made the r emark that ~atbied s••~) 
p r' 

temperament (ispirl. t ?) of my utterance , Theroal'ter the t alk began 

again in a some•nhat less tenso atmosphere . 

Para 5, He plunged into a long discussion of two Russian 

• t rench mortars f i r ing r ockets which he declared were devastating 

i n their effects and vthich he offered to demonstrate to our experts 

if they could wait, He said he would let us have all informat ion 

about them, but •hould there not be something in return, Should 

t hore not be an agreement to exchange information of inventions, 

I said that we would give them everythin& without any bargaining 
I 

except only those deviees which, if carried in aeropl anes over 

the enemy lines and shot dawn woul e make our bombing or Germany 

more dif't'icul t . He accepted this, He also agreed that hie mi litary 
• 
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I ' Received at the War Department Maaa&e Ceotu 
Room 3441 Murutio~>~ Bldr •• Waohiorton. D. C. 

___: ___ M. 

' To ______________________ ___ 

Page fl4 of !;umber 129 trom London, Au&Ust 15, 1942 

authoriti es should meet our generals and this ~• arrt.n&ed tor three 

o'clock this afternoon. I sai d they woulc requ~re at least four 

hours to go fully into tho various teehnica.l :·questions involved 

in Slodgeh~er, Roundup, Torch, He observed at one moment that ~ 
\.. 

Torch waa militarily co~rect but that the poli~i~al aide required 

more delicacy, i . e . more carefUl handli ng. Rrom t iMe t o time he 
• 

returned to Sledgehamner, grumblinr; about it. Vlhon he said our 

promise had not been kept, I replied "I repudiate that statement. 

Every praniso has been kept", And I pointed to t he aide memoire 

I gave ~!olotov . Ho made a sort of apolor;y saying that he was 

expreaai ng his sincere and honest opini ons , that thoro was no 

mistruat between us but only a difference of view, 

Para 6, Finally I aakod about the Caucasus . \"Jt1 a he going to 

defend tho mountain ohain, and with how many divisions. At this 
I 

he sent for e. roliof model and with apparent franknoae and knowledge 

oxpu inod the strength of thh barrier, for which ho a&id tw;onty five 

civisions wore available, He pointed to the various passes and 

said they would be defended, I aakod were they fortified and he 

said yes certainly. Tho Ruasian front line which the enemy had not 

yet reached i s north of tho main rune• · He said they would have to 

hold out for two months when tho 
., ........... . 
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Pa&e #5 of !lumber 129 from London , Aucust 15, 1942 

impassable , He oxproosod himself quite confident of his ability 

to do t his, and also recounted in detail the stren&th of the 

Black Sea fleet which Wk& already at Batttn, He exproaaod however, 

suspicion of Turkish intentions and indicated that he did not trust 

them not to attack him in tho roar. If they did be 110uld amaab 

them. 

Para 7. All this part of the talk was easier, but when 

Harriman asked about the plana for brin&ing American airoraft 

' "' ~~~ acrose Sibe ria, to which the Russians have only recently consented ., ' 
... "' '• t C'll 'w J
1
,...!. _...._ after long American preae1ng, he ropli~d, curtly, ' are aro not ..• ;;::: 

!;- ~ won with plans". Harrilllan bo.cked me up throughout and we noi thor 
~ -; .. 

•CJ ...,. ctf 
,.. q of us yielded an inch nor apoke a bitter word • 
..:; ..; 
"'t>. 

c> Para 8. It was arranged that Cadogan and t!olotov should meet 
n .. 

;;,· ·? ~ today to draw up a communique and to discuss publicity. Stalin 
,; At 

~ : ,.; assented to this with a short lau&h, remArking that they were tho 

ff~ Ri 
1o1 0 ~ two ..no had drawn up the Anglo American Russian communique i88ued 
r< <J Iii' 

in London. 

Para 9. He made his salute and hel d out his hand to me on 

le!'vin& and I took it. In the public interest I she.il go to tho 

dinner tonight . 
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Para 10, Asked ourselves what was t he explanation ot this 

performance and tra.usformat ion from the good ground we had reached 

the night before. I thi nk t he most probable is ·that hi s council 

of commissars did not take the news I brought as wall as he did. 

They perhaps have more power than we suppose and less knowledge . 

And that he was putting himself on record for future purposes and 

for their benefi t and aloo l etting off steam for his own. Cadogan 

oayo a similar hardening up followed t he opening of t he Edon 

interview at Christmas, and Harriman says that this ~echnique was 

also used at the begi nning of the Beaver brook mi ssion. 

Para 11. It is my considered opini on that in his hear t so . 

as he ha~ one Stalin knows we are right and that six divisions 

on Sledgehanoner woul d do him no good this year. Moreover I am 

cert ai n t hnt his sura footed and quick military judgement makes 

him a strong su9porter of Torch. I think i t not impossible that he 

will make amends . In that hope I per severe. Anyhow I e.m sure i t 

was better to have it out this way t han any other. There was never 

at any time the slightest suggestion of their not fightin& on and 

I think mysel f that St alin has good confidence that he will win. 

Par a 12. When I thanked Stali n for the forty Bostons he 

~ hal f disdainful gesture, sa)~ng "they were American planeo. 

uu.t, • .• · 
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When I give you Russian planes t hen' you may thank me"~ By t his he 

did not mean to disparage the American planes but said that he counted 

on his own st rength. He stated his aircraft production at one 

thousand eight hundr ed a month ' plus aix hundred trainers . 

Para 13. I make great all owances for the stresses t hrough 

which they are passing. Finnily, I think t hey want full publicity 

f'or t he visit . Translation aide meruoire to f ollow (Potus 130), 

Pri me 

R:tGRAD!.D !1" '1 A~.SIF IED b)" British 
Govt . . ~ , • L• ~~ t·• 3 29 7• - . ,.._ .' ... - ... 
B'j R. 1!. fu.l'l<> Date 

MAY 5 1972 
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CSI\"D 
Autr,. 15 

Aug . 15, 1942 

London 

URGENT~-, (\ - ... r;:' 

J • • 

1932 7. M ..::..c..:..::....c..:...._ • 

To President of the United States 

No. 130, Aug. 15, 1942 (?:" 

Former Naval person to President personal and/ 
, •• - number one three ope, (Translation Aide Memoi re). 

As the result of an exchange of views i n :·n,.cow 
which took place on August twelfth of this year r· 
ascertained that the Prime Minister of Great Britain, 
Mr. Churchill, considered the organization of 3 

Second F1·ont in Europe in· one nine four two to be 
impossible. As is wel l known the organization of a 
Second Front in Europe i n one nine four two was 
pre -decided during the soj ourn of Molotov i n London 
and it found expression in the agreed Angl e. . Soviet 
communique published on June twelfth last. It is also 
known that the organization of a Second Front in 
Europe has as its object the withdrawal of German 
Forces f rom the Eastern Front to the West and the 
creation in the West of a serious base of res i stance 
to the German Fascist Forces and the affordi ng of 
relief by this means to the situation of the Soviet 
Forces on t he Soviet German Front in one nine four 
two . . Jt i s easy to. grasp that the refusal of the 
Government of Great Britain to create a Second Front 
in one nine four two in Europe inflicts a moral blow 
to the whol e of Soviet public opinion, which calculates 
on the creation of a Second Front and that complicates 
the situation of the Red Army at the front and 
prejudices t he nlan of the Soviet Command. I am now 
referring to the fact that the difficulties arising 
for the Red Army as a result of the refusal to create 
a Second Front in one nine four tw<' will undoubtedly 
have to deteriorate the Mi l itary situation o f Eng land 
and a l l the remaining Allies. It appear" ~o me and 
my Colleagues that the most fa vourabl e co"d it ions 
exist in one nine four two for the creation of a 

R!GRAn'"D UIICL 
Govt -s . '•Ssrn:eo by Btoltieb 
II . ' ht~ot;# Dept . t 
T R. 1:1 . Parke el. • 3-29-72 

nate "AY 111 I!r 
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____ M. 

Second Front in Europe, inasmuch as almost all the 
Forces of tho German Army and the best Forces to 
boot hnve been withdrawn to the Eastern Front leaving 
in Europe an inconsiderable amount of Forces and 
these of inferior quality . It is unltnown whether the 
year of one nine four t hree will offer conditions 
for the creation of a Second Front as favourable as 
one nine four two. 

wa are of the opinion, therefore, that it is 
particularly in one nine four two that the creation 
of a Second Front in Europe is possible nnd should 
be effective. I was however unfortunntely unsuccessful 
in convincinr. Mr. Prime hlinister of Groat Britain 
there- of whilo Mr. Harriman the Representative of the 
President of the U S A fully supported Mr. " rime 
Minister in tho ne~otiations he l d in Moscow. 

In t•oply to Premier Stnlins Aide Montoil•e of August 
thJ rteenth the Prime Minister of Grent nr ita in states; 
(One) The best Second Front in one nine four two and 
tho only lnrr.e· scnle operation possible from the htlantic, 
is Torch. If this can be effected in October it will 
give more nid to Russia thnn any other plnn . It also 
prepares the way for one nine four three and has the 
four advantages mentioned by r-romier Stnlin in the 
conversation of Au ~rust Twelfth. The 13r itish and 
United Stntos Governments hnvc: mnde up thcl r minds about 
this and nll preparations are procoodinff with the 
utmost speed. (Two) Compared with Torch, the att::ck 
with six or oijtht Anglo .1mericnn Divisions on the 
Cherbourg Peninsula and the Chnnnel Islands would be a 
hazaddous nnd futile operation . The Germnns have 
enough troops in the West to block us in this narrow 
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Peninsula with fort ified lines and would concentra t e 
all thei r Air Forces in the West upon us . In the 
opinion of all the British Naval Military and Air 
authorities the operation could only end in disas t er 
even if the lodgement were made it would not bring a 
sin~le Division back from Russia. Jt would also be 
far more a running sore for us than for the enemy, and 
would use wastefully nnd wantonly the key mep and t~ 
landing craft required for real action in qne nine 
four three. This is our settled view. The . e I G S 
rpt Cast Inter George Sail will go into details 
with the Russ ian Commanders to any extent that may be 
des ired. (Three) No promise has been brol<c'n by 
Great Br itain or the United States . I point to 
parngraph fi ve of my Aide Memoir9111~'h led Gl'Q\IP )To 1'1rsfer 
Molotov on the tenth June one ni ne four two which 
distinctly says "We can, therefore, gi.ve no promise . " 
This Aide Memior e followed upon lengthy conversations, 
in which the very small chance of such plan being 
adopted was made abundantly clear. Several of these 
conversations are on recor d . lFour) However, all the 
talk about an Anglo American invasion of France this 
year has misled the enemy and bas held large Air Forces 
and consider able Military Forces on the French Channel 
Coast. It would be injurious to al l common interest s, 
especially Russ ian interests, if any public controversy 
arose in which it would be necessary for tho Britis h 
Government to unfold to the Nation the crushing 
argument which they conceive themselves to possess 
against Sledgehammer, Widespread discouragement would 
be caused to the Russian Armies who have been buoyed 
up on this subject, and the enemy would be tree to 
wit hdraw further Forces from the Wes t, The wisest 
course is t o use Sledgehammer as a blind for Torch and 
proclaim Torch when it begins as the Second Front. 
This is wha t we ourselves mean to do. (Five) We cannot 
~dmit t hat the conversations with Mister Molotov about. 
th ll Second Front, safer,uorded as they were by r eservnt iorR 
to hoth oral ond written, for med any ground for 

0164 



---------

' 
Received at the: War Department Meuaae Ce.ntu 
Room 3441 Munitiont Bids .. Wuhinaton, D. C. 

From·----------~ 
____ M. 

' 

. . . 

·. 

.. ~ 
To•-----------------------
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altering the strategic plans of the Ru,;sian Uigh 
Commnnd. (Six) We reaffirm our resolve to aid our 
Ru,;Rinn Allies by e very practicable means. For 
Garbil.ed Group in Par11graph Four (Potus ona two nine) 
r>lenso rend: Made. the remark t hat he lilt~cl t he 
tempcr11ment (or spirit?) of my utternnce il"'· Garbl ed 
Group in (Three) o'f Aide Memoire should rend: 
United States . I point to Para~rapb Five of my 
Aide l!emoire given to ~~later Molotov on tenth June 
one nine four two.~· 

Prime 

Covt. , S.._ato tc.pt . 
B1 R. H. Parka 

tel., S-i.. .. - .. 
Dato 

MAY 5 1972 

----~A~e~tl~on~C~o~pLy __ ~------~.~ ... ~~~.-=.~ .. ~-.~ .. ~ .• ~u~~~.----------------------
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Action Copy 

To The Ores1dent of The United States 

No . 131 August 16, 1042 

FORMF.R NAVAL PEHSON TO PRESIDJ:."'NT ~ f<ND 

PERSONAL NUMBER ONE THREE TW('o • 

ONE. YOUR ONE SEVEN EJGHT. M! MUCH OBLIGED TO 

YOU FOR THE FOR~! I N IHIJCH YOU HAVE COUCHED YOUR ~lESSAGI: 

\'RICH JS ENTLRELY ·AGREEABLE TO !.IE. FEAR TT I S TOO LATE 

FOR ME TO REPLY NOW. 

TWO. ANY CONSOLING OR HEARTENING MESSAGE YOU FEEL 

LI KE SENDING TO STALIN SECRETLY WOULD BE HELPFUL. YOU 

WILL HAV E SEEN MY FULL ACCOUNTS . I DO NOT KNOW WHA'r 

I SHOULD HAV E DONE WITHOUT AVERELL . 

PRIME 

R!GRAD~D UNCLASStfiP~ by Br!tio~ 
Covt., S t:u.o Dop~ . tel., 3-29-72 
By R. H. Purlte Pato MAY 5 1972 

0 RIORITY ~I 
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1839 z 

From 1\lnembassy London 

,. 

Action Copy 

To Potus 

:lo. 132, August 17th, 1942 

From former lfaval Person to President RooseYelt personal 

and a I Number lJJ, Reference my tel egram llumber 131. 

Para 1 . The dinner passed ot.r i n a very f riendly atmosphere 

and the usual Russian ceremonies , Wavell made an excellent speech 

i n Russian. I proposed Stalin's health and Alexander Cador.an 

proposed death and da~ation to the Germans . Thou~h I sat on 

Stalin's right I got no opportunity of talking about serious things . 

Pavlov, the little interpreter, was a very poor substit ute for 

l.!aisky, Stalin and I were photographed together, also VIi th Harri­

man. Stalin made quite a lone speech pr oposing the "intelligence 

service" in the course of which he made a curious reference to 

tho Dardanelles in 1915, saying that the British had won and the 

Germans and Turks wer e already retreating but we did not know 

because the intelligence was faulty. This picture, though inac-

curate, was evidently meant to be complimentary to me , 

Para 2, I left about one t hirty AM as I was afraid we 

should be drawn into a lengthy film and was fatir,ued. When I said 

coed bye t o Stalin he said t hat any differences that existed were . ' 

only of me thod. I s aid \78 would t ry to remove even those differences 

by deeds . After a cordial handshake I then t ook my departure and 

•at some way down t he crowded room but he hurried aft er me and 
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accompanied me an ~~ense distance throu~h corridors and s t aircases 

to the f r ont door where we again shook hands . 

Para 3 . Perhaps in my account to you of the Thursday night 

meetin; I took too gloomy a view. I . .feel I must r.~ake full allowance 

for the really crievous disappointment which t hey feel here that 

we can do nothing more to · help -them in their immense struegle. 

I n the upshot t hey have Slmllowed this bitter pill. ;;)verythP,e f or 

us nmv t urns on hastening Torch and defeating Roounel. 

Para 4. I have just had a l ong talk, with dinper lasting six 

hours, with Stalin and Molotov alone in his pri vat e apartment with 

a good i,nterpreter . I will send you a fuller account later but we 

covered the whole ~ound and parted on most cordial and f riendly 

t erms. At t his meeting the conrnunique was agreed and our ambassador 

will be getting into touch with London about i ts publication on 

either seventeenth or ei ·hteenth August . 

Para 5. C I G S met the Russian military authori t i es twice 

yesterday fifteenth. He was much impressed with the demonstration 

of the mor tar on the f ourteenth. I am leaving at dawn today six-

teenth and hope to reach Cairo morning seventeenth. 

~ Pr~GRAD~D UNCLASSIFIED by Sritiab 
~ Covt., Sta.u Da,t . tol . , 3-29-72 
·- . L By R. B. Pal•ks llat& 

MAY ~ 1972. 
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\ From 

.. 

Action Copy 

London 

• CABJ.ffjRA!f t 
Rec.eived at the War tkpartment MeaM.~e Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bide .. Waehi!llton. D. C. 

AUlUit 18. 1942 

To Tho Ppooident of tbo United St&tea 
Tho White Rouao 

Number 1~5 from London, Auguat 18, 1942. 

l'ltcC 

~1L!6ul.~o~O .... Zr., _ _ M. 

xxx-c 
Former Naval Person to Proai dont Roosevelt . Personal and 

secrot . Number 134. Referenco my telegram !lumber 133. 

Pu.ra l. F'lllowing is tolegrwn I oent my colleagues f rom 

Tehero.n describing f'ine.l otago of tloacow conversations. Bogins 

I wont to wind ~p with Monsieur Stalin at seven P~ on August 15 

and we had an a greeable convoraation in the course of which he 

gave r.IO full account of the Rusaian position which ae'OIIIod very 

encouraging. He certainly speaks with great confidence of being 

able to hold out until the wi nter • . , At oig)lt thirty 1'!.1 wM.n I 

got up to leave he askod me when wo.s the next time ho wu going 

to aoo ""'· I s&ic! that I mas leaving at dawn. He t hen aaid 

"Why do you not co100 over to 1:1)' apartment in tho Kremlin and have 

so1:1e drinks". I went e.nd atayod to dinner to which llonaiour 

Molotov was also summoned. Monsieur Stalin introduced me to 

hi s daughter who was a nice e,irl and kissed him e}lyly but " " " 

not allowed to dine . The dinner and {garbled ~roup) communique 

laotod till t hree All this mornin&• I hac " very good interpreter 

and was a ole to telk ::>uch nore oaoily. The greatoat goodwill pro-

vailed and for the fir st timo we got on to easy end friendly 

tonne. I toot that 1 hu.ve established a personal relationship 

m.ich will be helpf~l . We t~lkod a Groat deal about Jupiter which 
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he thinks essential in Nov«ober or Doe~ber, Without it I rually 

do not soc how we are going to be able t o get through the supplies 

which will bo nee ded to keep this tremendous fighting army equipped , 

The Tro.na- Porsiun route is only working at half what wo hoped. 

What he roquirea moat of all are l orries. Ke woul d rather have 

lorries than tanks, ol' which he ia nu.king two t houao.nd a .,onth: 

also he wants aluminium. 

Para 2. 1 only got homo a t half past three and as Monsieur 

Molotov was going to conduot me to the plane at four thirty AM it 

was not worth going to bed . VIe etarted at f i ve AJ& with full military 

ceremonioa us dawn was breaking. Vio t ravelled on east aide of 

the Caapian, rather farther from the one~ than last time und 

crossed the mountains at thirteen thousand feet making a very good 

journey of nine owd a half: hou rs to Teheran where I &m now rostin& 

in t he sum::>er logo.tion which i8 very cool 8lld pleasant . 1 s t art 

for Cairo a t J'ive AI.! tomorrow Au~:ust 17 and should be t hore in about 

a woek. 

Para 3 . On the whole I ...,. d&N.nitely encoura11od by lilY vieit 

to ~oacow. I an sure that tho dieappointinb nowa I brou&ht could 

havo boon i mparted except by me personally without leadin~; to 

reo.lly serious dril'tinc upnrt . It was my duty to go . llow they 

•o.c • . ...... ._. •uu •· ' · 
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Par;e #~ 9f !lumber 133 from London, August 16, 1942. 

know the worst, ano havinG made thei r protest are entir ely fri endly: 

this in s pite of the tact that this is their most anxious and ago-

tti tin~; t ime. Moreover Monsieur Stal in i s enti rely convinced of 

the great a dvantages of Torch and I do t rust tha t it i s being 

driven i'onto.rd with superhuman e nergy ori both «i des of the ocean. 

Prime 

._ 

l\IGRAD:!:D UNC!.ASSIH ED by 'SJ'i tl •l 
Govt., St~tc v~rt. tol., 3_29_7• • 
B;y R. 11. Parks D11to · •o·. :; ';972 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

OWta!: Of' THE CHieP 81GNA1.. O FFiatR 

WMHIHO'T"'H 

SUbject: 

URGENT 

To: 

AMWA r 7 CCIVD 
August 23 , 1942 

2335 z 
FILED 1205!1/22 
ovc 

Prom: London 
To: POTU$ 

No. 134, August 22, 1942 

Former Naval Person to President --•-•• 
and personal number one three five. 

Your one six six of sixteenth July. I have 
del~yed my reply dn til I could study the Trans 
Persian situation on the spot . This I have now. 
done bot h at Telter an and here, and have conferred 
with Aver ell , Genera l Maxwell, Genera 1 Spal dl.nr; 
and their railway experts . The traffic on the 
Tr ans Per s i an . Ra ilway is expect ed t o r each t hree 
thousand t ons a day for all purposes by end of t he 
year . We are all convinced that it ought to be 
raised to six thousand tons. Onl y in this way can 
we ensure an expanding flow of suppli es to nussin 
while building up the military forces which we 
must move into Northern Persia to meet a possible 
German advance. ' 

To reach the higher figure, it will be neces ­
sary to increase largely the railway personnel and 
to provide additional quanti t ies of rolling stock 
and t echnical equipment. furthermor e, the target 
will only be attained in reasonable t ime if en­
thusiasm and energy nre devoted t o the task nnd n 
high priority accorded to its requirements . 

REORPDED 
!JNCW..t.. ..... ~~ L.:.;) 

·, 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 
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WMHIHOTCIH 

Subject : 

To: 

from: London 
To: POTU& 

No . 1:14, August 22, 1942 Page 2 

I therefore wel come and accept your most 
helpful r>ropo,:;al cont ained in your teLegr am, t hnt 
the railway ,:;hould be taken over, developed and · 
operated by th~ Unit e d f'tatcs ArmY. With t he 
railway s hodld be incl uded the ports of Khorran­
shahr and 13andarshahpur . Your r>eople would thus 
undertake the great taRk of opening up the Persian 
corridor, which will carry primarily your supplie~< 
to Pussin . All our peo~le here agree on the bene­
fit~< which woul d follow your aprroval of this Aug­
Pcstion. We shoul d be unable to find the re,:;ourccs 
wi thout your help and our burden in the Middle Enst 
would be eased by the re l ease for use elsewhere of 
the Dl· iti>"h Unitr. now onerntinc the t•ailway. The 
railwny nnd nort~< wou l d be manaced ent irely by your 
people, though the allocation of traffic would hnvc 
to be retnined in the hancll'l of the l!r itil"h l:ilitnry 
Autho1·1 ttea for whom the rnilw:>y is an essenti nl 
channel of COI'Ullunication for ooerntion~l !ltll'noscs . 
I sec no ob!'tacle i n thil' to h:u-mon'ious worl<i nc. 

The chnneeover would hove to be carefully 
o l nnnccl to ~void nny tempor"r> red\lction .of effort, 
hut t think it >'hould !"tn1·t n!' ,;oon as .pos.-iblc . 
Averell l~ cabling you dct"ilcd sucrcsttop~ . 
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~9+9 TOR tOOERODM 

!AI LBY 
DECODED aY -

SARNOFF 
INDICATE 8Y ASTERISK ADDRESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIV(RY IS SATISFACTORY. 

ROBINSON 27¢849 NCft 4163 

UNL£$$ OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL IE TUNSMITYED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE. 

DATE ORIGIIIATDI IlL!;.'!. DATE::_,A;;;;H:,D "'TI;;;IIE,..__--;:'7::~~ 

ffll 13 ~ TEXT 

ACTION 
' 

TIME 

PRIORITY 

ROUTINE 

DEFERRED 

GCT 

r-oo YESSAGES 261349° 26125¢0 261149°AND 261321• TRANSMITTED 
F-Ql 

F-Ql5 

P·OOl 

AT REQUEST OF At.iBASSADOR WI NNANT. OtiL Y PLAIN LANGUAGE 
COPY NOW IN POSSESSION OF AMBASSADOR . SEEN ONLY BY 

;-os COI.IDR J H LEPPERT USN AND L T CO~IDR i4 I WELLS USNR 
• 

1'-11 

P-2 

F-30 

F-31 

I G-oO 

VCNO 

BY WHOIA ENCIPHERED. ALL CODE COPIES BURNED. 

l'lrc>kHn D. l!ooo&v61l Library 

DECLASSiFIED 
•sEALED SECRET [J!.!U [!iii. 6?00. e (ll/~V¥88) 

Dato- MAV 51972 
. ACTIO~ 

~fake Ofi.r'na1 oftlf. 

<>" o I 
n~unr to <omm.,.kallon wal«-h • •rer In Pf:UOft. (See Art. 71 (4) !IAVR£08.) 

.. t _ ...... , . ........ , -"-· "' ~·· ' 
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NAVAL MESSAGE T NAVY OEPARTM ~ 
ORAFl(R UTEHSION HUMBER ADDRESS££ s PRECEDENCE 

fROM 
FORMEI( NAVAL ?t:::,spi, r;_ru 

>:! 
._., • .;t'l)t'Vt' 

\II A Al US,~ A J :Jr·.(L PRIORITY 
~ PRES ll.HJT ROOSt:VE T ~ 

RELEASED J'f "' 
ROUTINE 

26 AUG 1942 e 
OAT£ 

DEFERRED 

TOR COOEROOM "' 2 PHIOIUTY 

GMt. t-; ·~ 
CLASSIPIXD by Briti-' 

ROUTINE 
O[C00£0 8Y • Dept. tol. • 1-29-?a 

ROONEY JF a. B 'PF ~u DaM MAY S 1~72 OEHRREO 
PARAPHRASED 8Y - . IHOICU( 8Y As:t(RISI( AODRlSSEtS roR WHICH MAll DELIVERY IS. SAllsrA.ttORl • ·' 

-- ~:...---,26134~ NCR 3491 fW. & .QE. FOUR 
" UNL(U OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS OISPATCH WILL 8( rJiANSMITHo WITH OEf EfiREO PIUC(OENC£. • 

ORIGINAtOR FilL IN OAT.( I.HO TtMt DATE . TIM[ CCI 

1rmiL!BER 1 '16 
fORMER NII.Vk PEiiSOti TO PRES I LEiH PERSONAL ANt :25$ I JLSiiEI; 
PART ONE: I AM ·CONCENTRATING UY MAIN THOUGHT UPON nT'ORCH" 
FROM NOW ON. AND YOU ~1AY TRU3T ME TO DO MY UTMOST TO tJAKE YOUR 

GREAT -STRATEGIC CONCEPTION A l)ECISIVE·SUCCESS. IT SEEMS TO 1,:t; 
FROI.i TALKS I HAVE HAD rlpH E I Sl;f\HOYIER • CL.~~K ~~D OUR O':!N PE;JPLE 

. HERE THAT THE BEST ANt INDEED THE ONLY WAY TO FUT THIS JOB THRU 
IS TO -FIX A' DATE FoR THE .PARTY AND lAAKE EVRRYHHNC CONFORM TO 

. . 
THAT,_ . RATHER THAN SAYINC IT· WILL START iiHEN E.V:;f(VTHINC . IS READY. 
IT 'iluULL BE AN I MII.ENSE HELP IF YOU AN . I -WERE TO ClVE' E I $~NHO't~ ER · 

~ • f • '• "'; • 

A DIRECT I VE SSilETHING LIKE THIS:- (BEGI NS) YOU ¥!ILL START "TORCH" 
ON OCTOBER 14, ATTACKING YI ITH SUC~ TROOPS AS ARE AVAILABLE At~r. -

AT SUCH PLACES AS YOU DEEM FIT. (ENt S). TH 1 S rll LL ALTER THE 
\~HOLE CHARACTER OF THE PREPARAT I ONS . EISE.NHOI'IER l'itlL REALLY 

HAVE. THE POWER HE SHOULL HAVE AS THE ALLIEt cm.::.:ANtER-IN-cH IEF. 
ENDLESS- OBJECT I OilS 1 1.~ I SC I VI NGS ANt WELL tJEANT I i.~PR:>VEI.\ENTS WILL . , . . . 
~A~~ r.-r~ .~n~R~~§J R il~RxE~§stLfig~~f;l uaN~et~T ~g~ .. x~bL ~~~1ges~ROLI 
· I 111,1 NK E I SEHOl'iER WOULI:. Ll KE THIS • ANL IT iVOULL A:-!YHOW 0 I VE HI /! 
A CHANCE VI H I CH HE HAS NOT NO~I GOT • 

PiA •.• ••'• . ACT I ON (PART TIO FOLLOUS:) 

SEALED 
Make oriainal oob. D-eliver tr.t eornrnuniCM.Ii•)n ,.. .. tch omctr in ptr1on. (Stt Art. 76 ( ( ) H AVRF.CS.) ___ ...,~ ... ... ----.... .·--·--- ·- - --- . . ... . .. .. -·- --
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NAVAL MESSAGE • NAVY DEPARTW~ . 

ORAfT(R EXTEHSIOH HUMBER AOORESS((S PU CEOEHC£ 

rRJ~O~Cii. NAVAL P~HS~ii X POPOMt&iwP 
0 AtUSNA tONuON ;: 

~ F-S ILEN.T ROOSEVELT ROUTINE 
R(lfASEO 6Y e DEfERRED 
ouc26 AUG 1942 -

X I'JIIORITY 
lOA COO!AOOM 0 

""'"" Iii: UNCLASSI~IED by Bpi..,_ Govt "' ROUTINE 
OCCOOEO 8Y 1. tate Dept. tel. , B- 29-71 rsy Jt 

Parts laM ~~l!V CUE.RR(O 

PARAPHRASED l.T JG nomlE¥ 1 s 1( 17? - . 
INDICATE BY ASTERISK AOORHSHS r oR WHICH MAIL OELIV£RY IS SAT1Sfi.CTORY. 

26125/1 tiCR 3482 fARI. Iflll .aE. SWl 
UHLESS OTHERWISE IHOICATEO THIS DISPATCH Will 8( TRANSMITTED WITH DEfERRED PRlCEOEHCE. 

ORIGINAtOR f\Ll IN OAT£ /! NO fiM{ DATE TIME GCT 

TEll 

PART T¥10; 

AS. I ·SEc TiffS OPERATI ON IT IS PRIIilr\RILY POLITICAL IN ITS FOU~- · 
tA!I .:l1lS~ THE FIRST VICTORY ~1E HAVE TO ·~liN IS TO AYOit A BATTLE ... 

TBE. SE.CONt.. IF \'IE CAIHIOT A VOlt IT_. TO i'iHl IT. HI ORJ;i:.fl TO 
GIVE US THe BEST CHAI4CES OF THE F 111 ST VICTORY ~E L:UST {A) PRESENT 

THE !-JAXU.!UU APPEARANCE QF}OVE.RWHELMINC STRENGTH AT THE !JOI.~NT Of 
THE. FI RST ATTACK, Arlt (B ATTACK AT AS !.!ANY PLACES AS" POS~ IBlE. 

THI.S IS AN AI3S'OLUT£LY DIFFERENT KINt OF OPERATIOn FROL! Tl£ DIEP~ 
BUS" I NESS OR ANY VAR IANTS OF "SLctGEHAMUER" , THERE. WE WERE UP 

AGA t NST GERI.IAN EFF I C I ~NCY AN:C THE STEEL - BOUND, FORT IE I EE CoA"S·TS 
OF FRANCE. IN "TORCH fiE HAVE TO FACE At THE 'UORST WEAK , Df• 

YI LE.L OPPOS ITI ON ANL AN E:~ORt!.OUS CHOICE OF STRfKINCS POIUTS AT 
-~~~ll CH TO LAUD. RISKS ANI. Dl FF I CULT I ES WIll BE DOUBlEt SY DE.LAY 

~NL ~ I LL FAR OUSTRIP INCREASE OF OUR FORCES. CAREF~L PLANN ING 
IN EVERY LETAIL, SAFETY FIRST IN EVERY CALCULAT ION , FAR $EE INC 

PROV ISIONS FOR A LONC-TERt.l CAI:.IPA IGN TO MEET EVERY CGNCE IVABLE 
A~YERSE CONTINGi:NCY, HOWEVER P.r.M IRA~LE IN THEORY WILL RU IN THE 

E1nERPRISE W FACT. A NYTHII~G LATER THAN THE LATE I HAVE UEN-
T I ONEii EllORMOUSL Y INCREASES THE tANGER OF LEAKAGE A tit FORESTAL-, 
t,1ENT . 

PAflT TBRE.E. FOLLO\'IS; 

SEALED 
P1A • •••• • • •• ACT I OtJ 

Mab oririn• 1 oa.tr. O..liYt r to c.ommunleation watch olticu in per•on. (St't' Art. 7& ( t ) N A VR EC~.) 

3 7 I 3 1 ' " ' 
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NAVAL MESSAGE NAVY DEPARTM ~ 
OAAIIU Ul[HIIOH HUMIU l OOR!II[(I fRECEOEHCE 

f ROM '""'"''"'n ltiiUH • % PliO Riff 
~ - OPOPOX,OPOPO 

(ALUSHA LON.I:CiJ)' 
~ 

~ RO IN( 
tt(l(A$[0 IY -- & PRcS IDi:ilT P.OOSEVEL 0 

~ O[f[RO[O 

p 

DATE 26A-UG~ . z PIUORi n' 
lOR tOOEROOM 

""'~ ~ JNCLASSIF!!D by Bri t t .. .. . ROUIIHI 
o£Cooto n Gov~ ~ te Dept. tel., 8-29-72 

.. 11!. ~ arka Dat'MAY S -~n D(UUlO 

fAR.l.HRAIEO "v on ~~A 
IMDtCUl at ASTUISit AOOI C:SSHS fOR WHICH Mlll O.(UVUf IS SATISFAtlORY. 

?AGE ONE. 261149 NCR 35~8 PA~T THREE .QE. fmiB. 
UHUSS OTHUIWISf INOIC.U£0 nm DISPAtCH WILL I( tRANSMITTED WITH 0Ef£RAEO ,ltlCEOEHCt. 

~OA~IGI~Hl~IO~R~fl~ll~IH~O~AT~E~OH~O~II~ME~------~--OA-1£~------------·-·M~E ===----- ~ 
lUI 

PArtT THREE.: 

' 

I o • -

IN JilLER TO LI!JHTEN THE BURi. E.II OF R~S!>tliiS I B I LI TY ON THE UILITARY 
CO:J.~:ANLE.P.~ I AM Of OP I:: I Otl • f.f:IAT YOU A~l( . ! SHOULZ LAY tOWN Tl£ . . ..;_. 

POLITICAL LATA A~t TAKE THIS RI SK U~ON OURSELVES . I N UV VIEI 
IT \\OULL BE REASONAi3LE TO ASSUIJE (A) THA·T ·SPA I to: \1 I ~l NOT CO TO .. .., 

·:)A~ ~liTH OR ITAH! Atl1 Til[ UN ITED STATES 'O!l ACCOUNT OF "TORCH"A· 
l 8J THAT IT I'IILL BE AT LEAST TY/0 MONT~ BEFORE THE CERUANS C N 

:?' 

FORCE lH!;IR ~iAY THROUCH SPAIN OR PROCURE SOt:E ACCO::OtAT ION FROM 
HE~; lCJ THAT THE FREIICH RES ISTANCE I ~ ~{ORTH AFRICA !ILL BE . 
LAi:CELY TOKE!I RESISTAt;CE.f CAPABLE. OF BE I}:C OVERCO~E BY THE SUtr£::-
llESS ANt SCALE OF THC. AT ACK 1 ANt THAT THERt:I.FTER THE NORTH 

.. 
I)FRICAU FRENCH UAY ACTIV!!LY liELP US UfltER THEifl OW~ CO~'I.!ANDERSJ 
l t ) THAT VI CHY i1 1Ll I!OT I.ECLARc 'o'iAR Cll THE UNITED STATES AND 

Cftt:: AT ·9R ITAIN;, (E) THAT HITLER Y!ILL PUT EXTRH~ PRESSURE ON 
1J I <:HY 1 BUT THAT IN OCTOBER HE r; ILl . I~OT HAVE THE FORCES AVA ILABLE 

r;) OVER- RUN U:IOCCUPIEt. FRAileE \'iH i lE AT THE SAI.lE TI:JE ~lE KEEP HIU 
PI ::~lEt HI THE PAS LE CALAIS • ETC. ALL THESE LATA !JAY PROVE ER• 

rWI!EJUS.a IN \;HICH CASE r;E SHALL HAVE TO'SETTLE !JO'.>' N TO HARD 
SLtlGGillu. FOR TH IS WE HAVE ALI. AYS BEEN PREPARElJ, BUT A BOLD 

(PAGE 11'10 FOLLOYIS) 

SEALED 
Mall:t ori~l'l.al uJy. DtU.,tr lo cotnii\IU'IItallon watch oflic:u in ptrHn. (~ Arl. J& (4) NAVRF'.G~.) 

" 
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-
NAVAL MESSAGE • NAVY OEPARTMt 

DRAfTER EXTENSION NUMIU ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE 

r•o.iOR R NA VAL PERSON " 
WUP0,1;',9~9PPOP PRIDRII .. L :} 

0 

~ ~RESIDeNT ROOSEVELT ROutiNE 
RElUSEO tT • e OUUI!O 

om 26 AUG 19.42 -
" PRIOmT 

TOR CODIAOOM 0 

" ~ ', ROUTIH£ 
OECOOEO IY • e 

~ DEfERRED 

PAAAPHAAI£0 81 IT .r. ROilllf:V 
INOICAT( IT UTEAISK 400RESSEH fOR WHICH MAIL OELIV!R.' 1$ SATISfACTORY. 

PAGE T\10 26114? NCR 35~ fMl THREE a UWl 
UHL($$ OTHUWIS[ INOIC.U£0 THIS OISPAlCH Will IE TRANSMITTED WITH OUUREO PRlCEDEHCt. 

ORICIHATOR rill IN DAtE liND TIME DU[ 11M£ ccr 

TEXT 

PART TlfiEE O<»lT I 1WED; 

AUDACIOUS BID FOB A BLOOll.ESS VICTORY AT TH£ OUTSET IMY Ill 
A VERYCREAT PRIZE. PERSONALLY I AU PREPARED TO TAKE ANY AUOUIT 
OF RESPOIISIBiliTY FOR RUNNING THE POl iTICAL RISKS AND BEING 
PROVE.L IRORG ABOUT THE POLITICAL ASSULIPTIOIIS. 

P1A ••••• ACTtOI 

(PART FOUR FOUOI8) 

SEALED 
I 1 I I f 

111'8'"' UICUIIIrrnD bJ b-1 Ull!l 
GoY\., State Dept. tel., ._._?a 
IIJ L L lgq .... MAY 5 1972 
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NAVAL MESSAGE • NAVY DEPARTM. 

ORliU R mENIION HliMI£1 l OOUUE£1 ri!CEOEHCE 

, .. .. FOn?.!ER NAVAL PEfiSO:t z V I ;~IO~:nu 
lii~U, oH\ ~ :.JI,J;..o ,;} l! PRES I i.A:ilT i\OOSEVELT u ROUTINE < 

fi.(L(AS£0 BY ~ 
0 
~ O(f(RRED 

om 2.6 Al..iG ~242 -
z PRIOJUT'Y 101 tOOUIOON 0 
;:: 
c 

"' ROUT1HE 
OtC:OOEO 8Y c 

0 
~ 

:! DEFERRED 
PARAPHRASED -&Y LI .X: ROONEY 
IHOICAT( BY ASTERISK AOOA:£SSHS FOR WHICH MliL O(liVERY IS SATISfA.tTOR'f. 

261321 NCR 3488 fAf.ll. ~ .QE. fQJDl 
UNUU OTHERWIU IN~CUtO TKIS OISPAJCH WILl U JIU UUn£.0 WITH OUUUO PRlC(O£Ht E. 

OfUGIMATOR FUL IN OAT( AHO TIME OAT( TIM( CCI 

TEll 

P~~T FOUR; 

li I S EVI LI!:l T THAT THESE ASSUi<lPT I ONS i'IOULL BE GREATLY HELPED 
:y A BATTLE i'1J ii 111 THE ·.:::STE?.:-l t ESEIH . i: I THER ROI.!!tEL ATTACKS 

:lS BY THE·,\UCUST i.i0\>:1 • vR ':IE .SI:iALL ATTACK Hi t: 3Y THE END OF 
SEPH.l!BER• EI THER .• A V THERE ~!Ill 8C A L~J!S I ON • Alii: I FEEL 

~ .· 
VeRY COI1F II:ENT THAT THE DEC IS ION WILL BE HELPFUL. 

·pARAGRAPH F I VE . 

I HAVE REFRA I IIU AS YOU I()IO'fi FR01.! GO I NG I NTO ANY tE TAILS HERe 
SECAUSC I FEEL I T IS A ~lOT£ THAT ~UST BE STRUCX 1101'1 OF 

I RREVOCABL'E .tEC l SI ON MIL SUPERHUW.H ENERGY TO EXECUTE IT • 

(THIS IS FINAL PART OF FOUR PART L ISPATCH) 

PiA •••••• ACT I ON 

PJGIADJP UROLASSIFIID by British 
Govt., State Dept . ~1., 8-29-72 
BJ a. a! Jlaru ~ fMY 5 l97Z 

..... -.• ~-.,- .. ~- .. ·· ...... ... . ~ 
(N J FURTHEI'! t i STRI BUT lOll OF fHI S HA? BE~N :.l~tE BY NC1 ) 

SEALED 
Make orlrfnal o•l1. Dtll•t.r to conununfalfon watch oftlcu In p•raon. (Sn Art. 16 (4) ~AVREGS.) 

I 1 I J 7 
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.. ....._y _.,. TO 

Al.l\'IAR 10 
F1lecl 26/840P 

SubJect: 

To: 

~ . 

• 
WAR DEPARTMENT 

NUillber 137 from PRD.IE, LONDON 
xxxc 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

FORMER NAVAL PERSON TO THE PRESIDENT 

PERSONAL NUMBER ONE THREE SEVEN . 

I HAVE JU'lT SE:m THE PICTURES OF THE 

PACIFIC WAR COUNCIL WHICH YOU SmT 

!.!E. I 'IRUST ITS DELIBERATIONS ARE 

PROGRESSING. SO MANY THANKS. 

PRIII.E 

WDCC 
AOOUST 26 

...... 2004 z 

1\IGIW)ID tlliCLASSIFID bJ 11'1 ti ell 
Oovt., 1\&\e Dept. tea., 1-29~71 
a, a. a. faru DaM MAY 51972 

Recei-ved In Map Room 
at 1710 , fllfT, Aur,nat 26 , 1942. 
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.. ,.,._T--1'0 WAR DEPARTMENT 
A},!f{AR 11 OO'?.a: 01' THE CHI£1' 810HAL OPPICER 

Filed 26/904P ._.,_ 
I'IDCC 
AUGUST 26 
2018 'C 

SubJect: Number 138 from PRIME, UlNDON 
xxxc 

To: 

. · ~ 7 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

TO PRESIDENT FROM FORMER NAVAL PERSON 

PERSONAL AND MOST SECRET NUI.!BFll ONE -
THREE EIGHT . 

I HAVE NOW SEEN THE NEW D:IRrel'IJlE 

PROPOSED BY YOUR CHIEFS OF STAFF IN 

JSM THREE SIX FIVE. THIS IS BEING 

tmGENTLY coNSIDERED BY BRITISH 'cHIEFS 

OF STAFF . I WILL DISCUSS IT \'11TH 

THE!.! , AND TELIDRAPH YOU OUR VIEWS AS 

SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

PRniB 

RIUIADID ONCLASSIFIID bJ lrltlah 
GOY\., 8\a\e Dept. \el , , 1-29- 71 

., L a. raru DaM MAY 5 1972 

Recoived in Jl.ap RooT.\ at 
1710, ~. Aur, . 26 , 1942 , 
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!f:'.'.'AFI. 6. . 
11led 2t 2)P/27 
J!.~,·; 

f CAllLOO!W! 

Reeeivcd at the War Department Mess.age Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington. D. C. 

'.'iDCC 

Au;:ust 27 1 1942 

1.352 Z M. 

From. _ _:L:co:.:.n::d::o.::n_: ________ _ 

C()PJ'tl fu.,niJit.td Cltnoltd: 

~ m 
A ot 

lr) . .... 
.... ' ... m .... ... 
&! .'. 

~ 
~ 

Action Copy 

To The President of the United States 
l'he •,•,n1te Rouse 

liumber 1.39, August ·27th, l 9u2. JCXX-G 

1.39· -
Former !laval l'er son to President personal and secret llo . -
Para 1 . We are all profourYll y disconcerted by the meno-

randum sent us by the United States Joint Chiefs of Staff on the 

twenty fif t h instant about (Torch ) . It seems to me that the whole 

pith of the operation will be loot if we do not take Al!';iers as 

well as Or an on the fir s t day. I n Algiel'S we have the best chance 

of a fri endly reception and even if we f,;Ot nothing except Alr,eria 

a most inpo~tant s t rategic success would have been ~aincd. General 

Ei senhower with our cor dial support WtUJ in fac t planning landings 

at Philippeville ~.nd Bone for day t hr ee . ·.'ie cannot of course be 

sure of ,v.ettine to Tunis before the Germans, but neither is it 

certain that t he Germans would be well received by the French in 

Tunis even if Vichy gave them permission. 

Para 2 , St ronely esta!>lished in Algeria with Oran mal<ing 

good the coornunications , we could fi•ht the Gemans f or Tunis , even 

i f t hey got ther e . But not to ~o east of Oran is making the enemy 

a present not only of Tunis but of Algier s • An operation limited 
I 

I 
to Oran !lOu Casablanca would not ,P.ve the i.11pression of strength 

mtd of widespr ead s:IJl\ultWteous attack on 7thich vro rel y for the fa-

vourable o; rect on the i'rcnc:. in lior th JU'rica. :fe .:Lre all convinced 
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Received at the Wo.r Department Mesaa.ge Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg .. Washington, D. C. 

'., 4 • 

..,...... ____ ],{, ·~' 
' I From __________ _____ _ 

To _________________________ _ 

C~pitl f u.rniJirtd C.J nottd.' Nwn.,er 139, August 27th , 1942. ;ax-e (Page #2) 
' 

t hat Al <;i ers is the key to the whol e operation. General Anderson, 

to \'<hom t his task has been assigned by Risenhower , is confident of 

his ability to occupy Al(li ers. The occupation of Algeria and t he 

movement towards Tunis and !lizerta is an indispensabl e part of the 

at tack on Italy ,·;hich i s the best chance of enl.isting l"rench co-
• 

operation a.nct one 9£ the ;;,ain objects of our fubure campaien · 

Para 3. '.'le ~~ all a3reed about Oran' and or course we :·:houl d 

like to see Casablanca occupied as well , but if i t came to choosing 

between Al giers and Casabl anca it connot be doubted t hat tho .former 

is incompru:ably the more hopeful and fruitful objec t i ve . I ns ide 

t he }.!editerranoan landin?,s can be made in October on four days out 

oi" 1'ive. On the Atlantic shores of ).'orocco the proportion is exactl y 

r eversed, only one day in five being favourable. 

Para L. Nevert hel ess if the operations at Oran and Algier s 

yield good raactions and resul·t s , entry mi ght easily 'ue ttanted to a - ' 

f orce appearin~ off Casablanca, and a feint would certainly be ·justi-

"'ied. It i s however by f ar the mos t difficult point of attack and the 

one most r emote from the vital objectives in the Uediterranean . Casa:.. 

o.Lanca rr.i rrht easily becoL·,e an isolated .i'aUure <md l e t looso upon 

us Cor a small reward all the perils which have anyway to be faced 

in thi s great desiv.n. So far as nl '>ier s i s concerned all we aak 
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t t 

Recelved at the War Oepartme·nt Mesuge Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg .. Washington, D. C . 

............ _____ M. 

From _____________ _ 

.. 
Cqpiujuntishtd as n~ltd: 

Action Copy 

To•---------------

Number 139, August 27th , 1942. (Pa~e /13) 

' . . 

from you is an /.merican coQtact tca'!l to show the flag . ::e ca·mot 

however do Algi ers and Oran at the same t i me . If therefore you v;ish 

to do Casablanca on a laree scale with all its risks , it is indis-

pensabl e that ijnitc-d ~tates forces should continue to be dir ected 

on Or an as 11ow pl anned by the Allied Corr.r:~ander in Chief . 

Para 5. A complete change in the plans such as the memoran­

dum suegests would of cou.r se be fatal to the date and t hus possi bl y 

to the whole plan. In Octo':ler Hitl er will not have the power to 

move into Spain or into linoccupicd Fr ance . I n llovember and with every 

week that passes this pow~r to bring pressure upon Vichy and r.: adrid 

goverru1:en ts i ncrcast:s rapidl y . 

Para 6 . I hope , !Jr. Presiden t , you ·;d.ll bear i n mind the 

l aneuage I have held to Stalin suppor ted l>y riarr iman with your full 

approval . If (Torch ) col lapses or is cut do\m as is nO"il propo~ed , 

I·shoul d beel my position painful ly affected. For all these reasons 

I 1nost earnestly be,~ that the memorandwn may be reconsidered and that 

the ~>merican Hlied Commander in Chief may bo permitted to go for-

ward with the plans he has made , upon which we m·e all now working 

ni ·ht and day. The staffs are com:unieatin~; similar views to their 

tur.erican colle:lR'Ues . 

Pr:I.Jne 

0 18 4 
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.-r ~ 

.,.,..._Y RVDt TO WAR DEPARTMENT 

1\~!\VAR 
filed 
AEL 

OP'P'tca OF TH£ c::HI.EP SIGNAL OI'P'IC&R 

WASHINGTON 

Subject: 

\ill tffi lm ~ oo 1r 
To: , 

....-· 
\v1~ 

4 CABLEGRAM CCWD 
330P/30 August 30 

1410 z 
liRGE\"1' XY.XC 

From: l,r ndon 
To: The Pres i dent of the United s t a t es 

No. 141, August 30, 1942 

Former N:tva l Person to Pr esident personal and 
....... ~c-; one four zero. 

1 . The project of placing on the southetn flank 
of the Russian Armi es a Britis h and presently American 
Air Force mus t be viewed as :1 long term policy in our 
cooperation with nussia and for the defence of the Persian 
oilfields. The main reasons appear to be: - (a) to 
~trengthen the Russian Air power generally: (b) to fo1·m 
the advance s hield of al l our i nteres t s in Persia and 
Abadan: (c) for mora l effect of comradeship with the 
Russians wh ich will be out of all proportion to the 
forces employed: (d) because this is no dispersion of 
forces but a greater concentl•ation on the supreme ,\llied 
Ai r Force t arget, namely, wenring down the German Ai r 
Force by dni ly fighting contact . 

2. Following on the various references to this 
subject which occur in our correspondence and t o tho favour 
with whi ch you have vi ewed it i n principle, l have com­
mitted his Majestys government in my talks with Stali n 
to th e general poliqy and hove stat ed that you nlso took 
a great interest in th e matter. I now submit, Mr . Presi­
dent, n f ormal draft pr oposal on which you may fee l 
disposed t o give me your decision: 

(1) The pr oposol is to establi s h in 
Tran~cnucnsio an Anc l o American Ai r Force to assist 
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Subject: 

To: 

r age 2. No. 141 from !,on don 

the Russi an Land and Air Forces in holding the line 
of the Caucasus Mountains ~nd the Black Sea Coast. The 
necessary air forces would be withdr~wn from Er.ypt ~s 
soon ~ s the situation in the Western Desert is such 
that the y can be spared from that front and could be 
concentrated i n the Baku Oatum Area in about two ~onths 
from that time. 

(2) This proposal hns a l ready been 
off ered i n general terms to Premier Stalin who accepted 
it gratefully and indicated that the details of the 
plan s h ould receive furth er study. In dis cussion be­
tween the C I G S Air Marshal Tedder and Marshal Voroshilov 
it was agreed that combined planning and preparation 
should s tart at once and the suggestion put that Allied 
Air Repr esentatives should go to Mcscow for this purpose. 

(3) Subj ect to American agreeme nt the 
force envis aged would comprise the fol l owing units . 
Eigh t s hort range f i ghter ,:;quadrons, one long range figh ter 
squadron, three light bomber squ ndrons, two medium bomber 
squadrons, one U S heavy bombardment group and possibly 
later one general reconnaissance squadron. 

(4) Owing to the extreme difficulties 
which the lack of good ground communications will impose 
on the maintenance of this forc e ample air transport will 
be essential for its maintenance. One U S transport group 
of approximately fifty aircraft is considered the mini ­
mum necessary for this purpose. 

(5) Thus the American contribution !'ug­
gested i s one heavy bombardment group now in Egypt and 
one transport group Which is not at present available 
in the )Iiddle East. The former will reoui re an adequate 
flow of aircraft and trained crews to meet attrition. 
In addition i t is of the u tmost importance that every 
effort should be made to ensure that at least the aircraf t 

' . 
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and air c r ews both first line and replacements together 
with minimum maintenance parties of the US pursuit and 
medium bomber groups scheduled for the Middle East should 
be operationally fit in Egypt by the dates agreed. Even 
if Rommel is driven O\lt of Cyrenaica the air defense of 
Egypt and our long line of communications in the Western 
Desert· will be a heavy commitment. I t is also vi tally 
important that the RAF allocations of American fighters 
for Egypt be fully and promptly supplied since we must 
expect a high rate of attrition in the Caucasus Area not 
only in air fighting but on account of t he poor communi­

·cation and lack of adequate repair facilities in that 
area. 

(6) The force will have to rely for the 
protection of its bases and line of communication mainly 
on the Russian Forces but we should be prepared to send 
light anti aircraft units for the defense of aerodromes. 
We might also have to send some engineer units for work 
on aerodromes. 

(7) It is important that the ground echel on 
of the force should be kept as small as possible consis­
tent with the effective operation of the aircraft since it 
can only be concentrated and maintained at the expense 
of Russian supplies through the Persian Gulf route. The 
interference wi th these supplies should not be serious. 
The concentration of the force will involve a movement 
on the roil and sea communications between Iraq and Cau· 
casus of the order of twelve thousand per sonnel two thou­
sand vehicles four thousand tons of s tores. Its subsequent 
maintenance on the assumption that petrol and lubricants 
can be supplied by the Russians should not exceed t wo 
hundred tons a day of which a substantial proportion 
should be lifted by air. 

(8) The f orce will operate under the 
strategic control of the Russian High Command but will 
remain a homogeneous Allied Force under a British Air 
Officer with the right of appeal t o his own government. 
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(9) The foregoing should constitute the 
basis of instructi ons in a mission consisting of British 
and Ameri can Air Force Officers who should be despatched 
forthwith to Russ i a · to undertake the necessary pl anning 
reconnaissance and practical preparations in combination 
with the Russians . It is urgently important that this 
be put in hand without delay. 

--
Prime 

.. 
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THE W HITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

The Preeident ehowed this to llarehall 
and aeked bial to ruke a cow of it and a · 
report on it. ~aball h&e returned it. 

I think this C8D now be rUed. 

R.L.R. 

• . 
. 
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URGENT XXXC 

From: London 
To: The President of t he United States 

No. 142, August 31, 1942 

Former Naval person to President personal and .. 
number one four one 

Rommel has begun the att ack for which we have been 
preparing. An important battle may now be fought. 

Reoeived in Map Room 
0910 August 31, 1942 

Prime. 
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URGENT XXX-C 

From : London 
To: The President of the United ~tates 

No. C 143 , September 1, 1942 

_____,ii;irmer Naval person to Pr esi dent per sonal and - . 
~Number one four two. 

1 . We have carefully considered your number one 
eight zero . The Chiefs of staff have also talked things 
over with Eisenhower. 

2. We could not contest your wish if you so desire 
it to take upon the Uni ted States the whole burden, 
political and military, of the landings. Like you I 
assign immense importaroa to the poli tical aspect. I 
do not know what informa tion you have of the mood 
and temper of Vichy and North Africa, but of course i f 
you can get ashore at the necessary points without 
fighting or only token resistance, that is the best of 
all. we cannot tell what are the chances of this. 

3. I hope however that you have considered the 
f ollowing points: (a) Will not British participation 
be discl osed by the assembly of British small craft and 
aircraft at Gibraltar for some time beforehand? (b) 
Would it not be disclosed at the time of landing whatever 
flag we wear? (c) Would not initial fighting necessarily 
be between French and British aircraft and French bat­
teries and British ships? (d) If the approach and land ­
ing take p l ace in the dark as is indispensable to surprise, 
how will the Americans be distinguished from British? In 
the nicht all cats are grey. (e) What happens if, as I 
am assured is four to one probable, surf prevents disem-
barkation on Atlantic beaches? · · 

81GRADID UJOLASBIPIID by Br1tieb 
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4. Moreover if, contrary to your hopes, the 
landings are stubbornly opposed and even held up, we 
shall not be able to give you the follow-up help for 
some considerable time because all our assault vessels 
would have been used for your troops and our reinforce· 
ments would be embarked in vessels which can only enter 
by captured harbours. Thus if the political bloodless 
victory, for which I agree with you there is a good .chance, 
should be amiss, a military disaster of very great con­
sequence will supervene. We could have stormed Dakar in 
September nineteen forty if we bad not been cluttered 
up with prelimina.ry conciliatory processes. It is that 
hard experience that makes our military experts rely so 
much upon the simpl icity of force. Will you have enough 
American trained and equipped forces to do this all by 
yourselves, or at any rate to impress the enemy by the 
appearance of ample strength? 

5 . This sudden abandonment of the plan on which we 
have hitherto been working will certainly cause grievous 
delay. General Eisenhower says that october thirt~eth 
will be the very earliest date. I myself think that it 
may well mean the middle of November. Orders were given 
to suspend loadings yesterdoy in order that, if necessary, 
all s hould be r ecast . I fenr the substitution of Novem ­
ber for Oct ober will open up a whole new set of dangers 
far greater than those which must any how be faced. 

6. Finally, in spite of the difficulties it seems 
to us vital that Algiers should be occupied simultaneously 
with Casablanca and Or a n. Here is the most friendly and 
hopeful spot where the political reaction would be most 
decisive throughout North Af r ica. ~ give up Algiers 
for the sake of the doubtfully practicable l anding at 
Casablanca seems to us a very serious decision. If it 
led to the Germans forestalling us not only in Tunis but 
in Algeria, the results on balance would be lamentable 
throughout t he Modi terranean. 

RIGRADID ONOLASSIJIID by Briti1b 
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7. Mr. President, to sum up, Torch like Gymnast 
before it has always been viewed as primarily a United 
States enter prise. We have accepted an Amercan command 
and your leadership and we will do our utmost to make 
a success of any plan on which you decide. We must 
however say quite plainly that we are sure that the 
best course is to perse ver e nlong the general lines so 
clearly set out in the agreed directive handed to General 
Eisenhower on August fourt een , with or without the 
modif ications suggested i n the Chiefs of staffs telegram 
number C 0 S (W) two six five of August twenty nine. 
I am sure' that if we both strip ourselves to the bone as 
you say, we could find sufficient naval cover and combat 
l oadings for simultaneous attempts at Casablanca, Oran 
and Algiers. 

Primo 

RIGRADID UNCLASSIFIED by Brltloh 
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3/807P , CABLEGRAM 

Received at the War Department Metaaae Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Wa,hington. D. C. 

september 3. 1942 

VIDCC 

f!liJiflill/l!l 19 32 z 
From._.=Lo:.:.:;n:..:d:..:o.:..:n'----------

To The President of the united States 
•rne White House 

•l,...i••"••..,«~: Ntmber 144 fran London september 3, 1942 XXX-c 

Fonner Naval Person to Presi dent personal and 

II••• NLmlber 143-. Your 182. 

:ei ved i n Map 
>m at 1705 Se 
. 942 . 

Action Copy 

Para 1 . we have spent the day looking i nto physical 

possibilities. Accepting your general outlines we th1nl<: 

that a working plan can be made on the basis that the· 

emphasis i s shifted somewhat, namely reduci ng Casablanca qy 

ten or twelve thousand (making up deficiency 1n the 

follow ups) . These troops with' their combat loaded 

ships would give sufficient strength inside , while mal<:ing 

the entire assault American. This evens up the three 
OF STRC/'1/0Tif 

endings and gives the essential appearance Aat all vital 

Vlithout such a transference there is no hope 

f Algiers on account of shortage of combat loaders and 

anding craft. We all thinl<: this would be ~ great 

lemish to the plan • 

Para 2 . Tomorrow we suggest that either General Clar k 

General Eisenhower should come with Admiral Ramsy 

ho knows ·,the whole transportation escort story and the 
• 0 

aval aspect frOm our end, and Mountbatten on the 

ending details which are cruci al, party reaching you 

\\e do not here know what naval forces 
OltO~O .... UU d • t• !Oo IJI~U 1001. ••• . 1.C IUI..U• h loU . I. ' • 
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Action Copy 

1 
Reuived at the War Department Meuage Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bide .. Waehin&ton, D. C. 

. . 
To•-------------------------

Page #2 of N1.10ber 144 !rOm London 

_ ___ M . 

you are able to supply . Please let these be imparted 

to admiral~ 1n view of the importance of t he 

operation we propose t o glve the. nava~ · command under 

the Allied·C in c. 

.. 

• 

Para 3· Delay due to change already extends t hree 

weeks . Free · French have eo t inkling and are leaky . Every 

day saved is .preci ous . We have t herefore already 

ordered work. t o go for ward on these· lines but of course 

the dtcisi~n res t s wit h you. Message ends . (Fol1o111ng 

is correction t o paragraph one : t hree landings and 

gives the essenti al appearance of strength at all 

ital points , ) 

~.--a-b J Prlme 
...;....;~,~~ 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 
Ofl"FICE OF THE CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER 

WASHINGTON 

CABLEGRAM 

URGENT 

London 

POTUS 

No. 145, September 4, 1942 

Formal Naval person to President personal 
and secret Unnumbered. 

Reference my No. one forty threft, please 
insert name "Cunningh'am" after word "Admiral" in 
last sentence of paragraph two, 

Prime 

CCWD 
9-4-42 
1102Z 
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Received in 

URGENT XXXC 

London :From ~ 
To : The Pre s ident of the United States 

- No . 148, Septembe r 5 , 1942 

Most secret, 
Former Naval Person to 
e i ght three. 

From 
one 

1. We agree to the military l ayout as you 
propose it. 1'/e have plenty of troops highly trained 
for landing . If convenient, they can wear your 
un iform. They will be p r oud t o do s o, Shipp ing will 
be all right . 

2 . I have just had your number one eight four 
and i t is evident that you too have skinned yourse l ves 
to the bone , Unless we s uffer ,;er ious losses in P (! 
we cons ider tlHlt Naval fo1·ces now jointly to be pro­
vided justify U!' in goin1~ f ull ~peed ahead with s taging 
the operation,; , 

3 . I am sending Admiral Ramsay wi th the agree­
ment of Gene1·al Ei senhower ove r at once to furnish 
Admiral CUIH\ingbam with the means of going i nto Naval 
details witll you . It is imperative now to d1·ive straight 
ahead nnd s ave eve1·y hour . In this way alone s hnll we 
realize your ~trate~ical dosien and the only hope of 
doing anything that really counts this year . 

RIGRADID ONOLASSIFI!D bJ Britieb 
Govt., State Dept . tel., 8-29-72 
B7 R. H. Parlto Date MAY 
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- • ' WAR DEPARTMENT 
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WMHINGTON 

Subject: ., 

To: 

age 2 . J;o . 14:: from London, Septemuer ~, 1:142 

4 . :·:e s trong lr ondor•;e t he request wh l.ch we 
underatand Ci aenbower has already made to Mars hall 
that the fo1·cc you arc relasing from Casablanca may 
be sent over here comJ>lete with it,. regimental combat 
team , Kindest regards . 

" rime. 

c ,. I' ~c... 

(' 

...... 

R!ORAD!D UNOLASSlTI!D by British 
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3_20_

72 
lly R. H. Parka Data !JRAV 51972 
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AMWAR 1 
filed 6/238A 
JMW 

, CABlEGRAM 

Received at the War ~partment Met~a&e Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bide .. Watbincton. D. C. 

september 6, 1942 

FromJ_....::;LO~n_d_o_n..:._.:...,..__:81!P=-..:~=-----
0146 z _:...=!..:.......;:...._M. 

To The President of the United States 
'rile Wll1te HOUse 

C•,W• Jvr•i•l<los..t<4: Number 149 .frOm London, september 5, 1942 XXX-c 

WDCC 

\ Former Naval Person to the President. Personal 

Oecoi V"t1 1 n '"ap Roo 
nt :l.lt20, B'·!T, Se pt . 
!; , 1!'42 • 

.. 

Action Copy 

and ~ No. 145. Reference your No. 185 . Okay 

run blast. 

Prime 

RIGRADID UNCLASS17IJD by Br1t1•h 
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AU IA.R 2 
fHed 7/Sl7A 
Jl!ti ' CABLi:XlRAM f 

Rec<ive<l at the War Ocpartm<nt M-s• C.nt<r 
Room 3441 Munitioou Bide .• Wuhinston, D. C. 

Seotember 7 , 1942 

Fr(}m London 

To The President of the Unit ed States 
The Whi t o !louse 

Co,;t~f•••i•Atdo'"otu: Uumher 151 f r om London Sept ember 6th , 1942 , 

02:50 z 

X:X.X-C 

,_ 

Former !laval Per son to Pres i dent . Per sona l and secr et • 

!lumber 146 

First four ahipa earryin& 193 Shermans and 28 SP 105' • 

arrived second and wore unloaded in record ti~e . 

The rest &ro olose behind . T'ilentyi'ourth , second , and 

ninth bri;;&des shou ld all be fully equipped with theao tanka in 

t ho next ton days , I am sure the troops will do full justice 

t o those fino weapons , Ro~mbGrin~ t ha t dar k Tobruk day I am 

most ~ratefUl to you . I have ~ood hopes about all the ~eYPtien 

fightinc; and believe Rotnr•el 18 har d pressed . 

Prime 

U atADlll UIICtASStrm , , , .. , .. 
Govt., s t ate Dept . tel., .~:;?.9-7~ ,972 
BJ R. B. Parko Date 111\l 

I 

Reoe1ved i n Wap R om 
at 2) )0 , Se~t . 6 , 1942 . 
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Received at the War Dcpartmcnt M-e Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldr .• WaaiUDiton. D. C. 

September 

cc.m 

12, 1912 

16:55 z M. 

Fro"''-----L~o~n~d~o~n~·---------------- \)}·;;; 

-. 

To>----~P~OTU~~S ______________ __ 

No. XXXC 154, September 12th, 1942. 

rormer Naval Person to President pe~sonnl 
nnd F;Ccrct. Number one four seven . 

'l'hree one seve n Shcwmnns and nine four S P 
one zero f ive ' s which you so ki~dly gave me on 
that dark Tobr uk· day in Washingt on have now all 
s nfe ly arrived in Egypt. Eight two Shermans 
have already been issued to the troop~; , It is 
proposed to arm three brit;ades with nine fout· 
each ':\lfd the rest Crusaders, this. being thought 
the ~est combination, Averell will tell you of 
our visit to these brigades. I now hear they 
have received these weapons with the erentes t 
enthusiasm, and I trus t it will not be l o ng be­
fore I gi ve good accounts of t~eir use . ft s 
t heRe taol<s wet·e tal<en :h·om t he hands of t he Amet· i­
can Army, perha9s you would s how thi s mess age to 
General Marshall . 

PJ:Ul£ 

AP" 
~ 7/'1(' 
~ JJ.'"''-!5' 

ron1.os to ~Anor{)] '.~a sha.l~ 

&IORADID UNCLASSIFIED by Britleb 
Qoyt., State Dept. tel., S-29-72 
IJ a. B. Pvh Da~• MAY 5 1972 

nn~ to th'l Sooretc.r~ Joj nt 
f'hiw~'a of ~torr , by. a.,t . Her r ea . 
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To 

•' . ,. 
a/€""'11 -..!~r; ·~·~~~y~e ~t 

-1' ·w.·-"t. .:;F:V:~-Q.C.....il~.(l.-... "'tt·~t pcl'o~ ....... ~.:~n . ~-=-~lit :·~ ~;~..·~1f 
-.(;n·:~; ~~ ·it.3 l "'!"',lc4 ! . -,(1t~lC" 1

• ~·10~t""C let me Jlnv~ ''0\n• 
#f 1 -· ... ,. ~ .,. '1. .. .. nt\ 1~J. .... n . 

I 1Ul1 !loping to l'C<'"i'le ynur . Wisher. ~bOUt :t!lc .':1!l:l9 
:.~.<:>rie'nn .'.lr rorce ·~ tho rmssian Goutherl' FlFnl. J .nn. 
not vrithout he>:cs o~ n i'avo1·~.ble <!eeision in ;:g~•:-t Jri • 
th!l ttGxt ~etJ we~'" • . Unlosc we con offer 11talin "~OI'Iothlnc 
ilefinJte fol' s~y Docenber, we shell not r;et the full. 1 
facilities we need f<'lr !'>X'epn:rt.n~ AJ:.rf.!.dds etc 'ther(lnhoi!~Jil · , ,. 
!lol'"!ove.r U we a~:c nblo to 1l!al<e n fix;n o;ffer , n ll,Je l t · .. f • 

.co~:t~,ngent on i'tlyornb1o events j n Eg3'J;<t, ~t wmtld be 
tosS.i!'l.:e at the s1.u~o tj mo t o 1\!'<1! f~,; shlllc tavor!il fllr ,\ he 

.oles ~ Stalin hill' given \If) n-uty tbou$1\nd P,Q~ol'l wit~ 
thirty thQusnnd dapendontl! out of which two nn<1 11 bal't' . 
I: I v l~ ~Qn!! are h"'1ne mndo , hut no p.rpv is i on · hns been made·. 
tor recruitment of further ~oleA, Oftice~s An<1 men , tn 
l:eer these forcer~ ::olng . Of these there are 'gron t numb erR. 
in v!lrious_sorry rli~;ht~ throughout P.u~;~sia , J thought we 
might help two blrt'B wltb Qne r ieee of sugar. 

I have had l one conferences nnd conver~ations 'l:'ith 
tisenbower. and Clnrk, b1• ineine in· all our r eor le as re­
quired wi tlo the a ole a 1m of keeping t o (fol' datQ see lilY 
no~t) f~r Torch as nQW settle~ between us. I f }'QU can 
11111ke .it fr9m Y•'Ur end , \I'C will mnke 1t fr()m thl$ . 

I . ent.irely 'ncree wi~h your l)oli'l;ical out'look on 
TQr<:h . It i s E~ound unl oS'e we ' Ill'S foreetnlled, • 'l'ho:l'e ls 
no ~<irrn in any of tho !tocret matter ~~l:lich 1 see the.t tbe 
enemy l.S nw~re , 11!'1d tho ~~~d of Fr11.nce ill now at its ve1•y 
best, I counC .. e\1~)!7 l ~ .. 

\ '(I J I . . ' . . g!- ·· :\~ \ 
'1. ~ :'a ... ~iij'UI"'II aot.AIIDIII 'f IMtl .. .......... ..... ...._,. 
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