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filed 16/950PM :
- Received at the War Department Message Center

Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.
September 16, 1942

1956 2 )r

From__ Amembassy London i T l- ;

7o Potus Washn DC

—

Copies furnished as noted: ﬂaptnhir lﬁth, 1942
Former Naval Person to President m. 160.
—

The results of the first operations by your flying

|| fortresses have been most encouraging. Gensral Spastsz has
wisely been feeling his way and they havemt struck very
deep., But we may hops that when they are avallable in
suffiocient numbers they will be able, with the help of

| their escorting fighters, to oarry the Afr War into
Germany by d,¥ cn & heavy scale. This would be a develop-
| ment of the highest importance.

In spite of the faoct that we cannot make up more than
thirty two Squadrons of Bombers, instead of forty twe last
year, we know our Night Bomber Offensive is having a
devastating effect, Nuremberg, Mainz, Karlsruhe and Dusseldorf
are the latest additions to the growing list of German

| Cities to feel its weight and the blows at Hamburg and

| Bremen cannot fail to have an effeot on rate of U Boat
building. I have told Air Marshal Evill to send you a ocopy
of a paper on oyur Bomber Offensive recently prepared at my
o ‘request by Air Marshal Harris, who has almost wmigue

o qualifications to express an opinion on the subject. oOut
|of zeal he has no doubt overstated a good case. KNome the
|less the paper is an impressive contribution to thought on

-
SR itho subject,

2 B ' If we oan add continuity and precision to the attack by
il {|your Bombers striking deep into the heart of Germany by day
25 the effect would be redoubled. To do this effectively and
&y without prohibitive loss they must have numbers to saturates
o x and desperse the defences, and time is preciocus, A few

(| hundred fortresses this autumn and winter, while substantial
P German Alir Forces sre still held in Russia may well be worth
o~ many more in a years time when the enemy may be able greatly
to reinforce his Western Air Defences. Together we might
|even deal a blow at the enemy's Air Fower from which he ocould
|never fully recover,

I hope you may oonsider it wise to bulld up Genperal
'Eput:"l strength. We are following with admiration

H
Action Copy :'
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Action Copy

No. 160, September 16th, Page 2

your fight in the Sclomons., We must make torch m success.
But I am sure we should be missing great cpportunities if
we did not concentrate every available fortress and long
range escort fighter as quickly as possible for the attack
on our primary enemy.

I cannot help feeling some concern at the extemt to
which the prograzmme for the bulld up of American Air Foroes
in this country is falling behind expeptations, partioularly
in view of the withdrawal from the United Kingdom of over
eight hundred British and Amerioan Aircraft for torch. We
had hoped to see twelve heavy groups and seven pursuit
groups in the United Klangdom by the first of Hovember.
Obvicusly the claims of torch will substantially reduce
those figures, but I hope they will not be permitted to
obsoure the importance of keeping up and intensifying the
direct pressure on Germany for which the fortress and the
long range fighter are indispensable. Moreover, the
deliveries of American Airoraft to the R A F in the Middle
East show some startling deficlencies on the figures in the
new air agreement which you and I initialled in Junes. This
is especially serious in view of our possible minor commit-
ment in the Caucasus this winter. I lmow Gemeral Arnold is
doing his best and that the shortcomings are due to the
failure of U S production to come up to schedule. After
Dunkirk we gave our Airoraft Industry special priorities
which resulted in a great acceleration in the curve of
deliveries. I understand you are considering giving similar

: priorities for the time being to airecraft production; may

I suggest that special emphasis should be laid on that of
heavy bombers and pursuit aireraft, to provide for a rapid
and constantly incressing intensity of air attaock on Germany?t
I am told that the heary bomber programme of the Army Alr
Force has been reduced from a figure of one one sevem groups
by the end of nineteen forty three to one of six five groups
whereas that for dive bombers has besn doubled. I wonder
whether these priorities will be reconsidered in the light

of the new turn in our strategy.
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From__london

To_The President of the United States
The White Housse

5 furnished a3 moted:

3-20-TH
ht. h:'r': .:

REGRADED UHCLASSIFIED by British
gtate Dept. tel.,

By R. H. Parks

Govia,

ag toi
rel Tachy.
anking,
t Chiafs of
Starf,

| Yumber 151 from London September 22, 1942 XXX-C
FPormer Naval Person to President personal ud—
Number

Para 1. Had long conference this morning with Eisenhower and

your officers, Cunningham and Ramsay present and our chiefs of staff,

Para 2, General Eissnhower announced that the final date for

Nev —F

Torch would De (see my following telegram). Everything is being

| worked to this,

Para 5, We now know that P Q 18 carried 27 ships safely to

Archangel and 13 are sunk. For P Q 19 forty ships are already loadesd

but it is impossible to send this convoy without throwing back the
date of Torch by three wosks.

We all regard any delay im Torch as

| inadmissable.,

Para 4, The time has therefore come to tell Stalin, first

| that theres will be no P Q 19 and sscondly we cannot run any more

P Q's till the end of the year, that is January. This is m for=-

midable moment in Anglo-American-Sovist relations and you and I must

| be united in any statement made about comvays,.

Para 5, We are solemnly pledged to the supply of Russia and

| the most grave consequences aight follow from fallure to make good.

For one nine four three there may be two choloes. First to run from

Action Copy

January onwards arotic convoys under the fﬂlﬁt conditions of danger,
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg.. Washington, D. C,

'
‘ M.
From.
To
E——p—— |. Page #2 of Number 151 from London September 22, 1942 XXX-C _
waste and effort cbeserving that we used 77 warships ;or F Q18 and
think curselves fortunate to have lost no more than one third of the
merchant ships.
Para 8, BSecondly, the operation called Jupiter. It is more
| than doubtful whether the developments of Torch will leave shipping
i and escort resources sufficient for Jupiter umless you can help at
| any rate with the latter, We must however also know what importanoe
o 0 Stalin would attach to the operation and what contribution he would
§é¢ ; malke to it, See the mccount of my lest conversation with him where I
.E*: nt‘? mentioned two divisions and he offered thres, Our estimate here is
EEE I'tut larger mumbers would bs required and I repeat the shipping problem
f_:n’r? < |4 unsolved and is anyhow dependent on Torch developments.
E‘ 5 J‘u ' Para 7, It seems to me that simply to tell him now that no
E‘ 'H ,;- more P Q's till 1943 is a great danger, and I therefore wish to open
§ Ef || staff conversations on Jupiter under all necessary reserves, | Ses the
e | telegram I propose to send to him after consulting MacKensie King,

|which, as you will see, leaves both Britian and Soviet Governments
free to deolde when the result of the joint staffs study is completed,
Of course if you were able to take an lnterest im this it would be

most helpful. As in a few days it will be necessary to unload and
discharge P Q 19 I felt this new project necessary to break the blew,

PRl WARRARS Fauia BY
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iction Copy
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C,

From— — : ;

ormizhed oy nofed:

Te

|Page #8 of Number 161 from Landon  September 22, 1942 XXX-C

Para 8. I gained the impression at the conference that Round-

‘up was not only delayed or impinged upom by Torch but was to be regard-
This will be another tremendous blow

for Stalin, Already Maleky is asking questions about the spring of-

‘ud as definitely off for 1943,
|
fensive. I understood that the words of our agreement stcod, namely,

|
that all preparitions should go forward in a balanced way as fast as

oo

oo B

B o possible, Under all circumstances it is indispensable to hold the
B 3 ? Germans pinned on the channel coast of France, However Mountbattem
{5‘ “3 says landing oraft are not golng forward as arranged, and of courae
M o4

:5" |1:hﬂ movement of Ameriocan troops scross the Atlantic will evidently
=1 - |

: ‘ be greatly reduced.
F = | Para 9, We ought now to make a new programme, So far three
"_-? H ﬂ:: United States Divislons have arrived here, all of which will shortly
5 £S5 m vE

o for Torch, We have alx divisions from the United Kingrdon this

|year and are holding four more ready for Torch, If we are to be able

to take advantage of m breakdown in ensmy morale, or an undue weaken-
ing of their foroes in Burope next spring, or alternatively, if things
go badly for us and we have to face the possibility of inwvasion, it

ﬂhll be necessary for you in the next six months to send at least
loight United States divislons te the United Kingdom iln addition te
Lour air force programme, U S General Smith says that at lesst twanty

ction Copy
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Received at the War Department Message Center
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Fage #4 of Number 151 from London  September 22, 1842 XXX-C
P EN
ship { loads could be saved by use of the proportion of British’Which
we hope to be able to supply. Also these divisionas can work up here
almost as well as at home,
I oan quite ses how in the altered circumatances yo

Para 10,
would be inclined to shift the emphasis from bullding landing craft

to esocort veasels, but I hope this will not go too ra.r.md that
lyou will give me & steady flow both of troops and landing craft up
to the limit of shipping pnuib.ilitin, Could you plau't_ send as
soon &s possible revised programmes of what we may expect in the nex
twelve months betweesn how and next September under the Bolero=Roundu

scheme, | Only then can we make plans for our own saféty and the ac-

jcommodation of your men apart altogether from enterprises such as
Jupiter. By a further rigorous handling of the British manpower

roblem we are hoping to bring the nine beach divisions up to full

It seems vital to all our plans not only that we

[field standard,
should be free from the invasion mensce but that the enemy should

feel our pressure and we be able to take advantage of any seriocus
In this conneotion every argument

deterioration in German morale,
sed for Sledgehammer and or Roundup count even more in 1943 and

IPH than it did in 1642 and 1843.

Action Copy
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.,

R

From

To

IXx-C

ruisked as moled:

: | Page #6 of Nusber 151 from London

v fG7a

September 22, 1942

Para 11, If Toroh proves hard and costly and if we have to
fight French and Germans and perhaps Spaniards, there could of course
We British would require to reinforce

be no quastion of Jupiter,
Thus it is all the more necessary that

Torch from Great Britain.
receive the fullest flow of American divielons and air forces to the

¥
.~I United Kingdom. "~
: Para 12, But there is a more favourable assumption to which
personally I inclime, namely, that by the emnd of November the United

States with Frenoh mssistance will be masters of French North Africa

and that the British expedition will be striking from Torch at Tripoli.

General Alexander will attack in sufficient time to influence Torch
|1‘lvuurl.h1;r should he be successful, His operation is called (see

| Lesd S rad™
'my telégram mumber 153)., If all goes well on both cperations we

might control the whole North African shore by the end of the year,
thus saving some of the masses of shipping now rounding the cape.

This is our firet great prise.
It would then be open to us to decide om the next

FPara 13,
If the Russian nesd were sufficiently grave and their demands

! mOve .
’ imperative we might decide to do Jupiter instead of attacking the under
e

tion Copy

belly of the Axis by Sardinia, 8icily and even possibly Italy.

ought to hlﬂ the option open which entails not only paper staff atudies

g - REERIRE B I B998 ©F, IR, WASRANE FRLLE ® F.
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

Te

Page #6 of Number 151 from London  September 22, 1942 1XXX-C

| but all such preparations as do not hamper our immediate agreed actiom,
Fara 14, To sum up, my persisting anxiety is Russia, and I

| do not see how we can rﬂnon‘;:il.a it with our consciences or with our
!!.nturutu to have no more P Q's till 1943, no offer to make joint
plans for Jupiter, and no signs of & l_prinlg. summer or even autumm

| offensive in Europe. I should be most El;'ll'tiﬂﬂl.l for your counsel: on
|all this, We wish urgently to send the telegram (of which copy
follows separately) to Stalin, and hope that you will back it up as
|:trnng1y and as soon as you can,

Following are corrections to paragraph 8¢ "shortly leave for

Toreh, We have™ and "the proportien of British equipment whioh we

|; hop"".

Prime
|
¥ = =
E;z:_:qutu,:_:tcjr“ ke
“k dey S=kp-1n
. By K. H. Far Date
_ MAY 51972

BUBFIE - FETE —ARTRALSE AALES DO U8, FRC _SusdARE FAILE BT
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Received at the War Department Message Center

Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

September 22, 1942
A, Wy
From___london :

To The Fresident of the United Btates

Copies furnithed a3 noled:

‘anien toj

wimiral Lenhy,

r« Harry Yonkineg
loint "hiafs of
Stass,

Action Copy

Number 152 from Lomdon September 22, 1042 IXX-C

(!'m--r Naval Person to President personal and G

Humber 152. My 151 Paragraph 2. Date is eight November,

Prm

Gort. st piSiEiED b
: Laio Dapt, to.
57 K. H. Farke Date

y Erg

Mﬁ?thﬁ"b, s
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AMTAR
filed 606 A/22 % CABLEGRAM wpoe
Ju

Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington. D. C.

September 22, 1942
RPN oy

T The Fresident of the United States
" The White House

Copies furnished as noted: Number 155 from London September 22, 1942 XXX-C
Former Haval Person to President personal and Nt .

From__ London

Nugber 153, Reference paragraph 12 of my mumber 151, The operation
is called Lightfoot.

fonles toi | ~

ad 1I!I..I..i'] Lﬂ“:"lf.-'-
t'ry Barry fopkins.
Joint Chiafa of
Seaff,
REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
“‘t-. Btﬂtﬂ Dﬂptl tﬂ‘lt. 3-“-7‘
By R. H. Parks Date
MAY 5197
Action Copy
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6105 A/22 § _ camueoma : wnee
Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Muniticns Bldg., Waehington, D. C.
September 22, 1842
_ 0835 Z M.
From Londen

To The Fresidant of the United States
The White House

o5 furmished a3 noled

gtate Dept. tel., 3-20-18
By R. H. Parks Date mm‘,

DED UNCLASSIFIED bY British

REGRA
Govt.,

ire]l Teahv,
T wyenr 7 anled neE
X i

0 du gy P

°  |Number 154 from London  September 22, 1842 XXX-C

Former Naval Ferson to President persomal and —.
Humber 184, Following is text of telegram referred to in my number

151 which I wish to send to Stalin,

Para 1., As I told you in Moscow we are convinced that the most

sffective contribution that we and the United States can make in

1942 to the defeat of Germany is to launch Torch at the sarliest
possible date.

Para 2. The date which has now been finally fixed with the

"F*rouidont is early in November.

Para 3, The effect of Torch must be either (A) to oblige the

Germans to divert air and land forces to counter our move, or (B)

to compel them to accept the new position created by the success of

Torch, which would then create a further diversion by the threat of

attack againat Sicily and the south of Europe.

, Fara 4, The considerable success of the last convoy operatlon

was achieved only because no less than 77 warships were employed cn
the operation.

Protection on anything like this scale will be impossi-

Ihlu until the end of the year, whem the naval escorts which we mt ,

}mow asgemble for Torch can again be made available in northern waters.
g

Action Copy

In the meanwhile we are trying to {ind means of sending

Pou supplies on a reduced scale by the Northern route during the

BIEFORE - PAYD =SMINICAN BALLY BOON OF IS0 RESGLNA FALLE.N.T.
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C,

M.

i iar s O e

To

Copies furmisked as moled: |Page #2 of Bumber 154 from London  September 22, 1942 XXX-C

'ﬁrﬁgﬁr of 1942,

Paita 6, We intend to rosume the full flow of supplies from

January 1845,

Para 7. In order to reduce losses of merchant ships by enemy

| motion and thus make the comvoys in 1943 as effective as possible,
|
{we are anxiocus to examine with you the possibility of carrying
‘-aut operation Jupiter during this winter,

Para 8. I therefore suggest to you that I send to Moscow

General McNaughton, Commander in Chief of the Canadlan Army arriving
in the early days of October, so that he may discuss the matter fully
|

. {with your staff. &He has already made a preliminary examination of

|thi.' q“...'tionI

‘ REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British

Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-29-72
By R. H. Parks Date

MAY 51972
Yoo Ty Jemes ouhonid, | ’

Prime

BLBFERE AT B ARERICAR BALLD BBEE 8 (B4 RISRARE FRLLE W T,
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Eldg., Washington, D. C,

URGENT XXX-C September 28, 1942

0035z . |

hui\
To.The President of The linited States

of

No, 155, September 28, 1942
B

Former Naval Person to President personal
anll_:l_

1. Your No. one eight seven, Earliest date
P. Q. one nine could have sailed is October second,
1. E, five days from date of your message of
September twenty seventh, However if you think
well we can keep it, as if it really was sailing,
till seventh or even later, Bulk of the ships are
in Scottish ports., Agree it is most important to
make a firm offer about €aucasus air support,

2, Am encouraged by the way our troops were

received in Tananarive, Kindest regards,

Prime

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Eritish
Gﬂ'ﬂ't., Etﬂ.t‘ D‘Ptu t-al-- 3"29"‘?‘-

[stare. By R. H. Parks  DateMAY 5 1972

L
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Lom CABLEORAN cowp
Filed 1510/4 Received at the War Department Message Cemter
ACM Eoom S441 Wunitions Bldg., Washington, D, C,

October 4, 1842

FROM FRIME l i L
Ty o POATIE BEGRADED UNTLASETFIZD by British Y b
Govt., Stutu Dept. tel., 3-28-72 :
186 her 4 By R. H. Parka Date .
¥o. s Ootober 4, 1042, MAY 5 19/2

Former Waval Person to President (NN and peracnal,

I have besn furnighed with a sopy of the progress report whish the
eozbined Production and Rescurces Board have submittsad to you in response
te your letter of August ome nine., I have follewsd with interest the work
of the Board since its ineepticm in June, and I fully sppreciate the importance
to the success of thelr task of integrating the preduction programses of the
two comtries, of a statement of requirements direotly related to strategle
nesds, 1'alsc realise the formidable diffioulties which stand in the way of ®
the preparation of such a statement for a date so far ahead as April one,
nineteen forty four, The progress towards the ideal at whioch the Board is
alming may well be slow,

In the meanwhile, 1t seema to m=e that there are certain features of our
eombined programmes which, if they are allowed to stand unmodified, wust lead
to a misdirection innnetesn forty three of rescurces of matsrials and
industrial capacity which we canm 11l afford, I think I san best 1llustrats

my =saning by taking as examples the combined production programses of tanks
and of ball smoumitiom,

Our ocombined tank programme for one nine four three allews for the produc-
tion in the United Btates of some thirty ome thousand light tanks and forty
five thousand medium and heavy tanks, In the United Kingdom, the production
will be eleven thousand of all types. The total amoumts to some eighty seven
thousand tanks, which I mm advised would be sufficient to equip some two hundred
armoured divislons of two two flve tanks sach with coe hundred per cent ressrves,
This appears to me to be a provision on a soale cut of all prepertiom to mmy=
thing that might be brought to bear om the snemy in ninetssen ferty three,
It was, of course, necessary for us to fix high targets in the sarly days,
50 as to get produstion meving om a great scale, HNave we not now reached the
time when we oould, with advantage, servtinise our targets mere closely?! Im
our sfforts to reach to too great a height, we may well exhaust an unduve quane
tity of cur rescurces.

A Turther affect of setting the targets of the maln items of equipment

too high is that everything else 1s then ealeulated in propertien., For example,
the United States produetion in nineteen forty three of ball ssmmition will be
about twenty thousand milliom rounds of all calibres, That of the United Iingdom

will be about two thousand milllem rounds, Observing that the entire expendliture
© of ball amsunition by our Army in the Niddle Bast, from the begimning of the
war to the present date, is little more than two humdred milliem rounds and
resswbering that the total sxpemditurs of the imerioan Expeditionary Feros in
the last war was around one thousand million roumds, it would appear that we
are making provision on a scale which is altogether teo lavish,

I bring these matters to your attemtion because of my aaxiety that, 1f inflated
demands ars glven full rein, we shall oreate for curselves ummecsssary diffieulties
in the provigien of rew materials and industrial capaeity, and shall be umecss=
sarily curtalling our powsr to expand the produstion of such vital requiresents
as escort vessels, ships, and airoraft, of which 1t is almost impossible to have
too many.

I am ready to cooperate in amy way you may think desirable ia serviinising
our programmes 8o as to rectify those ancmalies which may exist and so as te
snsure that our combtimed rescurces will be used to the best adwantage.

Yo I Nden; Signed PRINR 0219
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filed 2334/6 .
R Received at the War Department Message Center
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. .
October 6, 192 .
=
W >
From__LONDOHN

Tamm_ﬂmmm

Copies furnished ar noted:

No. 157, October 5, 1942
Former Naval Person to President personal and

I have just received the telegram o
from Stalin. It seems to me that in ﬂditiminmr “mm
to make a desperate effort to meet him as far as possible and
mmmmummimmhhmmtrqm.
This iubucc-:lngm-g:ntnmnmhlmluadinghu to be done
and assembly of P Q ships complicates scmewhat Torch. Should
be most grateful to hear from you at earliest. Elliot, who
. is in great form, was with me last night together with Eisen-
hower and the American Eagle.

Prima

REGRADED URCLASSIFIED by British

Govt., State Dept. tel., 3.2
Ll - - "i?
By R. H. Parks MY &

Oty Fifoi x
e Rl
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AMWAR 2 1 CABLEGRAN |
filed 2334/6
AL Received at the War Department Message Center

Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.
October 6, 1942

. I
From LONDON \}J‘. .\1/
' T, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES :

Copies furnizshed as moled:

Noe 153, October 5, IFHE

Former NHaval Person to President perscnal and guiy.
Following is text of telegram from Stalin referred to in my
No. 15?- h!i'ﬂﬂ-

1. I have to inform you that the situation in the
Stalingrad area deteriorated since the beginning of September.
The Germans were able to concentrate in this area great re-
serves of aviation and in this way managed to seours superiority
in the air in the ratio two to one. We had not enough fighters
for the protection of our forces from the air. Even the bravest
troops are helpless if they lack the air protection. We more
particdbrly require Spitfires and Adracobras. I told about
all that in great detall to lr. Wendell Willkie.

2+ The ships with arms arrived at Archangel and are
being unloaded. This is a great help. In view however of the
scarcity of tonnage we would be prepared temporary to forego
soma forms of assistance and in this way to reduce the smount
of tonnage necessary if there would be secured the increased
mumber of the fighter aircraft., We would be prepared temporary
to forege our claims on tanks and artillery equipment if Oreat
Britain and the USA could supply us with eight hundred fighters
a month (approximately Oreat Britain three hundred and the USA
five hundred). Such & help would be more effective and would
improve position at the front.

3¢ The information of your intelligence to the effect
that Germany mamufactures not more than thirteen hundred combat
machines a month is not confirmed by our sources. According to
our information the German aircraft works together with the woarks
} in the occupled countries engaged in making of alrcraft parts
are producing not less than twenty five hundred combat machines
a month.

| Prima,
‘ REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
2 % %Aﬂ Govt., State Dept. 1::::1?3r 3-29-;2
¢ 7 ?I By R. H. Parke Dntm
Y 51972

S o

0221




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

*_f/ﬁﬁz

%s%mmp@

Wt came wa o wight - Ve
Tt Bae i and
avhd Bat »{jﬂf - 299
by

G (Al

0222



T —omame @ L - oom

Received at the War Department Message Center

: oom 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C. )
Octover 7, 342

OLLIR Af,

:n Embassy London

To The President of tha United States

No. 159! ﬂ':tﬂb&é' Ts 19112-

Prime Hinister to President Personal and
Your No. one eight nine. There is no possibility o
letting PQ nineteen sall in successive groups with
reduced escorts as you sugpest. I append a note by
the Admiralty on this subject. Nelther can the fact
that the Convoy is not sailing be concealed from the
Russians any longer. Maisky is already aware of the
position, though not officially informed and I expect
he has let Stalin know the general proapect. We are pre-
paring ten ships to sail individually during the October
dark. They are all British ships for which the crews will
have to volunteer, the dangers being terrible and thier
sole hope if sunk far from help being Arctic clothing and
such heating arrangements as can be placed in lifeboats.
Absolutely nothing else is possible unless you are able
to help by providing some American ships for independent
sailing after November nine should rience have proved
that the chances are sufficiently -

2. I beliewve that the blunt truth ias best with
Stalin but that there has been advantage in the delay of a

fortnight in telling him, which you proposed. I feel
strongly he should be told now.

3, With regard to velvet nothing can move before
the Battle in Egypt. There is danger that the Germans will
pull thier Air Force off Russia, and turn it on to Egypt.
There 1s dl=so the probability that they will be forced
anyway bto turn a large proportion on to Torch. But although
we cannot be definite about an early date it seems to me
that we could be more definite as to the composition of the
Force than in the wording which you suggest for paragraph nine.
e have for weeks had the exact composition of the twent:
Squadrons planned out subject to your concurrence and D
I should like to state the actual detail of the Force and
the time required for it to move and come into action.

——_

REGRADED UNCLASBIFIED by British

R. H. Parks Date
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Received at the War Department Message Center
Foom 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C,

M.

To

No. 159, October 7, 19L2. Page TWO

The wording I should suggest we use to Stalin is in my
immediately following telegram.

lj. I am puzzled to knmow what message Admiral
Standley is bringing home to you, biltt I cannot believe
it threatens a separate peace. So far the Russian
Campaign has been very adverse to Hitler, and though they
| are angry with us both they are by no means in despair.

5. If therefore we offer Velvet as now defined,
plus increased aircraft deliveries and the individual
ships on the PQ Route, I trust this will be sufficient to

i bridge the gap before Torch opens. Appendix. MNote by
| Admiralty:

1l. Arrangements already Lo saiggigg ships from
Iceland (C) during dark period twentyeighth October to
eighth November. These would sail singly at about two
hundred mile intervals with occasional larper gaps and
rely on evasion and dispersion.

2. We had already considered sailing small groups
with weak escort but in our view there is no half way

| ovetween independent sailings and fighting through with full
| escorting Forces.

. 3. Our reasons are: (A) Possibilities of evasion

| are slight as German Air Reconnaissance for North Russian

{  Convoys is very intensive and anything in the nature of

a group of ships would be continually shadowed. (B) A
group is more likely to draw attack by enemy surface vessels
which are still waiting in their Northern Anchorages.

| (¢) Anything short of full covering support invites disaster
both to the CGroup and Naval Forces, (D) To send a total

of forty ships in groups of two or three ships with two
or three escorts would employ as many escorts as were

| REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Eritish
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-20-72

E? R. H. Parks nu“‘qv 5 .!n.‘.,.:l
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Room 3441 Munitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.

From

To

Capies ;I'wm'Jﬁrd as moled:

No. 159, October T, 9L2. Page THREE

required for PQ eighteen. Torch is absorbing every
available craft.

. The voyage in anything but a fully escorted
Convoy is so hazardous that it should be only undertaken

by volunteers who clearly understand the risk. The

chance of crews of stricken ships surviving when they
take to thair boats is remote.

4w/%1«72 e e
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RECAADED UIOLASSIFIED by British
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-20-T2
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CABLEGRAM >
WAR DEPARTMENT

HEADQUARTERS, SERVICES OF SUPPLY
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER
WASHINGTON, D, C.

: Ooctober 7, 1942
__—

wDee

From: London
Toi The President of the United States
The White House

Number 160 from Londen Qctober 7, 1942 Xx-¢

From Former Naval Person to President, “ and personal.

This is what I suggest we send to Premier Stalim,

Para 1. TWe ghall attack in Egypt towards the end of this month
and Torch will hngig osarly in November. The nffectluf these operations
mist be either - A to oblige the Cermans to send sir and land foroces
te eounter ocur mover B to compel them to accept the new position
created by our success, which would then create a diversion by 'th.u
threat of attack against Siclly and the south of Burope.

Fara 2, Our attack in Egypt will be in good foroce. Torch will
be & heavy operation in whloch, apart from the Tnited States Havy, two
four gero British warships and more than half a million men will be
engaged. This is all rolling forward irrevocably.

Para 3. BShould these affalrs prosper, we will begin to send
North as soon as they cean be disengaged from the battle in Egypt
the following air foroces - British: nine fighter squadrons five bomber
uadrons United States:; one heavy bombardment group one transport

BUEroup. This Allied force wolld operate under the strategic control

REGRADZD UNCLASSIFIED b
W ¥ Brit’.ﬂh
Govt., State Dept. tel., 5-29.72

_lrl. H. Parks Date. oo
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WAR DEPARTMENT

& HEADQUARTERS, SERVICES OF SUPPLY
= OFFICE OF THE CHIEF SIGMAL OFFICER
- WASHINGTON, D. C,

Page #2 of Numbar 160 from Londen October 7, 1942 0X-C
of the Soviet lligh Command. It should be able to take station on your
southern flank early in the new year.

Para 4. In the letter which *®onsieur Ualsky delivered to me
on tha fifth of Yetober, you asked for a great increase in Bighter
aircraft supplied to Russia by this country and the United States.
Wa will send you as scon as possible by the Persian Gulfl route one
five szero Spitfires, with the equivalent of fifty more in the form of
spares to be sent as they become available, as a ul:-mr.'.inl reinforcement
which we cannot repeat. This special reinforcement is over and above
the protocol supplies by the Northern route so far as it can be used,
The United States will send you (to be filled in by President Roosevelt).

Para 5. 1 was greatly relieved that so largs a proportion of
the last convoy reached Archangel safely. This success was achisved
only because no less than seventy seven warships were employed om the
operation. UNaval protection will be impossible until the end of the
year, As the necessary escorts are withdrawn from Torch they can again
be made available in northern waters.

Para 6. Nevertheless, we intend in the meanwhile to do our best
to send you supplies by the northern route by means of ships sailed

independently instead of in escorted convoys. Arrangements have been made

ICTORY

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Britign
Daptl t'll’ 3-—29-—?2
Da
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WAR DEPARTMENT
f § HEADQUARTERS, SERVICES OF SUPPLY
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF SIGHAL OFFICER
WABHINGTOM, D. C,
Ll

Page #3 of Number 160 from Londoen October 7, 1942 0-C

to sail about tern ships from Iceland during the moonless period twenty
mirhth October to eighth Wovember. The shipa will nnilluingly, at about
two huﬁdrad mile intervals, with occasional larger gaps, and rely on
evasion and dispersion.

Para 7. We hope to resume the flow of supplies in strongly
escorted convoys from January 1943,

Para 8, It would of course greatly help both you and us if the
germans ccould be denied the use of airfields in Northern Norway. If

~your staffs could make a good plan the President and I would at once

examine the possibllity of cooperating up to the limit of our ability.

Prime

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
Govt,, State Dept. tel., 3-29-72

By H. H. Farks Date

MAY 51972
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JUW B WAR DEPARTMENT

/ HEADQUARTERS, SERVICES OF SUPPLY
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER
WASHINGTON, D. C,

Qotober 7, 1942
1538 2

From: London

To:  The President of the United States

The White House

Number 181 from London  Qctober 7, 1942 XXX-C
———

Pormer Hawval Person to President personal and _ Your
190. '

Bracken tells me that when he heard of the Chicago Tribume's
proposal he told some of the Americen correspondents that the Ministry
of Information would not allow McCormick to publish any paper in Eng=-
land on the-ground that the Chicago Tribune had done everything im
its power to injure the cause of the United Nations. No offlecial
application for facilitles has yet been made., When it is MoCormick
will be told that no opportunity will be given to him to reproduce in
England the lies and miurepruuﬁtu.tionu which are the staple of the
Chioago Tribune's editorial poliecy.

Braken told Eisenhower yesterday that every possible facility
will be given to the American Army if it will produce a daily paper

for the Americen Troops.

Prime

cm—

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., Btaie Dept. tel., 3-25-72

By B. B. Parks  Date MAY & 1972
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WAR DEPARTMENT CODE CENTER

FILED: dtrongn ¥, 1oh2
1213 Au

FRCM:  LOWDON ENGLAND

IO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

HIMBER: 152

Former Naval Person to President Personal and “
I send you three tclegrams, A, B, and C about "Aspidistra".
Please let me know whether you like the idea of preparing
one or more rocords which can be released and relterated as
circumstances require. When the situation allows it I hope

to come along myself.

REGHADED UMCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., Btate Dept. tel., =T
By R. H. Parks  Date ﬁfg § w7



WAR DEFARTMENT CODE CENTER

FIL:D: OQCTORER 7 , 1942

217 A
FROL : LONDON ENGLAID
TO: THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
NIBER: 163

Former Naval Person to President Personal andht.
Ly telegram mumber one six two. Following is "An, Usecdf

Aspidistra for "Térch". Part cne

'

l. The use of Aspidistra will form an intepral part of the

general plan of political warfare for Torch.

3-20-72 -

MAY

2. Aspidistra at full power produces a minimum of five

hundred K& and surpasses the power of any known broadcasting

Date

transmitter in Zurope. Ewen so it cannot be relied upon to
reach either unoccupied France or NHorth Africa with sufficient
intellipibility except between seventeen point zero zero hours

and zero five point thirty hours (GMT), Therefors from zero

HEGRADED UNCLABBIFIED by Eritish
@ovt., Etate Dept. tel.

By R. H. Parks

to zero plus sixteen hours the successful dissemination of the
President's proclamation and of other urgent information will
depend on leallet dropping b~ the RAF over uncccupied France

and over North Africa by Catalinas and Hudsons based on Gibraltar

and by the fleet alr am. FPart two.

— 3. Since the construction of Aspidistra is fléxiblu, en-




-

abling rapid changes to be made in 'aa:p'l:lr*.:lmt:i.m.—:l.t-ua'.l.:-r fifteen min-

utes. from one medium wave lensth to any of six, and in view of the zero
hour selected for the operation, the following plan for use on

D-Day is proposed. (A) Object: to provide the maximum listening
public in France and North Africa with bhe information best

caleulated to assist Torch. (B) Method: On D-Day, beginning two
hours before the peak listening period, that is at about nineteen
peint zero zero hours {GUT), and subsequently at selected intervals
throughout thé night, as Aspidistra wiXl come in alongside specially
selected Tichy controlled wavelengths, thus achieving the maximum

surprise at the most advantapecus moment.

FRIME

REGRADED UNCLASSIF 50 by br-+iwm
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-28-75
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WAR DEPARTMENT CODE CENTER

FILED: 'OCTOBER 7, 19L2

217 A

FROM: LONDON ENCGLAMD
TO: THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
NIMBER: 160

Former Naval Person to President Personal and Jaghuleiiii.
My telegram number one six two. Following is "gn,

The records should be made, if possible, on RCA cutting
machine at thirtythree point one slant three RPM not, seventy-
eight, The length of the records mist not exceed ten minutes
and the records themselves should be cut preferably from centre
outwards: The talks should be in French, and the records should
be made on aluminium base to avoid hazard from breakage in transmit
bty air.

FRIME

REGRADED UNCLASSLY IED by h*;:gi;;h.
Govt., &tate Dept. t8l., 8- 7
By R. H. Parks 5 9

.
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WAR DEPARTMENT
CODE CENRTER

Dete (OCTORER Ei, e T —
Time 0150 Z

From LONDON

To THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
Number lbﬁ N Dated__ OCTOBER 7, 1942

Former Naval Person to President personal and
A v tclegram number one six two. Following
in "C".

Reference ry telegram regardings loud WT trans-
mitter for Torch., I should be very grateful if you
would kindly arrange for immediate priority for the
delivery of six s t it _seventy dash A, manu-
factured by the General Electric Corporation of America.
They are urgently required as essentlal spares for the
maintenance of the instrument and should bte flown gver
gt the earliest possivle moment.

: Prime

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-28-72

By R. H. Parks  Date mpy 5 1972

Recelwvad in Mep Room
at 11:00 Palley Oet 7
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WAR DEPARTMENT

LR 3 CODE CENRTER
“4led 1205/8
w

Date _ nctoher A, 1912
Time _ 12757

From ILondon

To __ The Pregident of the United States
Number 144 Dated__ October 8, 19L2

To the President Gl and personal.

l. I have despatched telegram to Premier Stalin.
Exact text is in my immediately following telegram.
A1l the suggestions contained in your Yo one nine two have
been adopted.

2 You did not fill in the btlank in paragraph four
of my No one six zero. I have therefore used the following
words in my telegram to Premier Stalin:-'"Fresident Roosevelt
will cable separately about United States contribution™,

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIRD by British
Govt., Btate Dept. tel., 3-20-72
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¥AR DEPARTMENT

ICR b CODE CENTER
7iled 1225/6
a0 DPate October 8, 19L2
Time 1210 7
From London
To The President of The United States
Huwber 167 i Dated _ (October 8, 1942

From Former Naval Person to President SIS and
personal. Following is text referred to in para one of my
immediately preceding telegram: FPrime Minister to Fremier
Stalin.

We shall attack in Egypt towards the end of this
month and "Torch" will begin early in November. The effect
of these operations must be either (A) to oblige the Germans
to send air and land forces to counter our move: or (B)
to compell them to accept the new position created by our
success, which would then create a diversion by the threat
of attack against Sicily and the South of Europe.

Our attack in Egypt will be in good force. "Torch"
will be a heavy operation in which, in addition to the U 3
Navy, two four zero British warships and more than half a
million men will be engaged. Thi= i= all rolling forward
irrevocably.

The President and I are anxious to put an Anpglo- Ameri-
can Air Force on your southern flank and operate it under
the strategic control of the Boviet High Command. This force
would consist of the following: British: Nine fighter squadrons
five bomber squadrons. United States:one heavy bombardment
group, one transport group. Orders have been issued by ds
to assemble this force and take their station so that they
would be available for combat early in the new year. Most of
this force will come from Egypt as scon as they can be dis-
engaged from the battle there, which we believe will be
succeasful on our part.

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-_.&9-—?‘3 8
By R. H. Parks Date MAY 5 1977

——
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Number 167, October 8, 1942 (Page 2)

In the letter which Monsieur Maisky delivered to me
on the fifth October, you asked for a great increase in
fighter aircraft supplied to Russia by this country and the
United States. We will send you as soon as possible by the
Persian Gulf Route, one five zero Spitfires, with the equiva-
lent of fifty more in the form of spares to be sent as they
become available, as a specizl reinforcement which we cannot
repeat. This special reinforcement is over and above the
protocol supplies by the Horthern Route so far as it can be
used. FPresident Roosevelt will cable separately about the
United States contribution.

I was greatly relieved that so large a proportion of
the last convoy reached Archangel safely. This success was
achieved only because no less than seven seven warships were
employed on the cperation. WNawval protection will be im-
possible until our impending operations are completed. As
the necessary escorts are withdrawn from Torch they can again
be made available in Northern waters.

Nevertheless, we intend in the meanwhile to do our
best to send you supplies by the Northern Route by means
of ships sailed iddepsndently instead of in escorted convoys.
Arrangements have been made to sall ships from Iceland during
the Moonleas Feriod twenty eighth October to eighth November.
Ten of ours are preparing in addition to what the Americans
will do. The ships will sail singly, at about two hundred
mile intervals, with occasional larger gaps, and rely on
evasion and dispersion.

We hope to resume the flow of supplies in strongly
eacorted convoys from January nineteen forty three.

It would of course greatly help both you and us if
the Germans could be denied the use of airfields in Northern
Norway. If your staffs could make a good plan the President
and I would at once examine the possibility of cooperation
up to the limit of our ability.

Frime

plunabolb UNCLASEIFIED by Erd tial
Gove., -Jtate Dept. tel., 3-E5-i&
By R. H. Parks __ DBate MAY 5 .
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WAR DEPARTMENT
CODE CENTER

Date OCTOZER 18, 1942 . . ._
Time 5345 PN, 7

From AMEBASSY, LONDON

To PRESIDENT OF THE UNITEDR STATES

Number Egi - e Dated OCTOBER 18, 1942

FORMER WAVAL PERSON TO PRESIDENT PERSONAL AND _

I AM PERTUREBED BY THE ONE HUNDRED OCTANE POSITION. DEMANDS
INCREASE AND STOCKS DIMINISH. YOUR ACTHORITIES ARE CONSIDERING
PROFOSALS TO INCREASE PLANT CAPACITY BEYOND PRESENT PROGRAMME
AND TO ACCELERATE PLANT CONSTRUCTICH ALREADY UNDER WAY. THIS

IS NECESSARY TO MEET DEMANDS ON A BASTIS AGREED BY YOUR AIR STAFF
AND OURS. CAN YOU HASTEN A FAVOURAELE DECISION AND 50 EASE OUR

ANYXIETIES ABOUT THE U K, EGYPT AND INDIA

PRIME

REGRADED yng
Guvt.. BtataLgfsirrnn by Britigh

R. B, Parkg ;; “» 8-29.73
AY 5197

Received in ¥ap Room
2105 Pfy, EWT, Dot 18
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. WAR DEPARTMENT m
- CODE CENTER e '

Date October 21, lQ_hE____
Time 1220 2 S
From _E‘““‘i‘m’ E“‘flm‘d“_
To  The President of the United States
Fumber 169 _ TDsted_ Ogtobar 21,39k . .

For President from Former Naval Person. ‘WML and Fer-
sonal.

| I am convinced that the danger of offensive action by the
French Fleet in the Mediterranean would be markedly reduced by
the showing of the American Flag by United States Warships inside
the Mediterranean, particularly in view of the recent develop-
ments which the American Eagle is now testing.

The attachment of four Amsrican Destroyers to the British
Naval Units inside the Mediterranean would be enough. They would
be replaced in the American Atlantic Flotilla by corresponding
mmber of British Destroyers, and should not be required for more
than four or five days.

I am sure that the administrative and command difficulties
of this arrangement could easily be overcome, even at this late
hour, and I beg you to give the matter your personal attention.
Cunningham would like it. WN’

» State Dept. tel. 3-20-7
By R. H. Parks Date : s
j MAY 51972

o e —— ]
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p’;f 7AT. DEPARTMENT
CODE CENTER
Date October 2h, 19l2 .
Time _ 0100 Z
From LONDON === I g
To __ THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
Number 170 e —— — Dated___gotoher 2, 19k2

Former Naval Person to President personal and“EA

The Battle in Egypt began tonight at eight P.M. London
time. The whole force of the Army will be engaged. I will
keep you informed. A victory there will be most fruitful to our
main enterprise. All the Shermans and one zero five S. B.'s
which you gave me on that dark Tobruk morning will play their
part.

Prime

Received at 2150, =WT
Qots 23, 1942 in Map Hoom.

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
gnw;., State Dept. tel., 5-29-73
,‘ . H- Pﬂh D.t‘.

0241



Ny
I 1
L2
5;%3 YAR DEPARTMERT

CODE CENTER

Date _ Qctober 2L, 1942
Time _ QLOT 2

Former Navdl Person to President private a.nr.-

I am delighted that Mrs. Roosevelt has arrived safely, though
she was delayad.by weather for two days at Foynes. My wife and I
are looking forward sc much to her coming at the week end. Thank
you indeed for the letter which she brought me from you. I am
convinced that better days are coming in. I am pressing Smuts to
go to you. He has been a great help here and is, I believe, one
of the finest men in the world.

Rareived at 2180, ENT,
Oct. 23, 1842 in Nap Hoom,

REGHADED UMCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., State Dept. tel., B-206-73

By R. H. Parks Date MAY 5 1972
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Prom: Irime
To: The Yresident of the United Stetes

Octobher 24, 1942,

Former Neval 'erson to President jersocnal and -.
Number one seven two.

You have seen my message to Stalin which I sent wyou
for your concurrence and dispatched on the eight October
(our series message number one six seven), There is also
the telegram you sent him gquoted In your number one nine
three to me,

On the same day that I sent my long telegram I sent
o short one to him imparting n plece of secret news, On
the thirteen Dctober I received the somewhat eryirtic
answer "thanl you", COtherwise I have had no response,

e asked ouy Ambassador to which telegram the "thpnk-
you' referred. Molotows private secretary though repeated- .
ly rressed has given an evasive answer, But Maisky hass
now indicated in resyonse to an indirect éngulry that he
vegards Stalins reply as referring to the longer message.
Have vou had any answer to your message quoted in your
nne nine three,

Meanwhile fourteon days have yjassed and no progress
has heen made in the necessary arrangements with the
Russians for choosing landing grounds ete to enable our
twénty squadrons to take station on the Russian southern
flan¥ in Janunry. Nor bave we received any comment from
Moscow on the other parts of the message affecting the
hundred and fifty jlus equivalent syare parts of fifty
Spi%fires offeéred hy us all mounting cannon guns,

Lastly we are sending both of us our ships in the
dar) jeriod of October by the Arctic route hojing to zet
a gond many through to Murmspsk or Archangel, Yet this
effort on our ;art entails » considerable Russian move-
ment of ajreraft and submsrines to help these brave ships

in.
n REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Brtiah
¥t., Btute Dept. tel,, 3-29-
By R. M. Parks _ Dats’ gy S
* 5 197>

Recaived in Yan Room
Q950 EWT Ootober 24 .
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Page 2 No 172 from Frime October 24; 1042,
[}

L

£8 I may I have received nothing but this cryptic
"thenk you", Baffling as all this is we are Jersevering
.because of ths splendid fighting of the Russian armies,
I wonder whethe?r anything has occurred inside the Soviet
Animal to make it Impossible for Stalin to give an effect=
ive reyly, It may be that the Russian army has acquirasd
a new footing in the Soviet machine, All this chatter
about Hess may be another symptom, I am Irankly per]lex
and would be grateful for your thoughts at the earliest
moment because time is passing,

Sigped Prime

a

-

L] o + I'
-
. REGRADED UNCLASEIFIED by Britis
Govt., Stats Dept. tel., 3-29-72
" 4 By R. H. Parks
$ 192
h |
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Dates October 25, 1942

¥ime 1411 7

From _Lodon, Brsland

To _ The President of The United States

Number 175 . Dated_ October 25, 1542

Former Yaval person to President personal and '

I have seen Honsieur Boheman, the Swedish Secretary dash
General, several times during his visit here and consider him
& remarkable man, He wvirutally combines in' Sweden the permanent
guldance of the foreign office with a kind of seereteryship to
the cabinet. He is thorouzhly well dash disposed to mur cause,
though very pusrded én account of the danger in which Sweden
lies. He is now going to the United States, and I trust you
will find sn opportunity of having a talk with him.

I feel it most important that Sweden should be in with us
all before the end, though the moment for bringing her in must
be wisely chosen.

Prime
gf?DEgtngLgESIFIED by Britigh
S, Parknupt. tel., 3-25_7s

Date
R MAY 545
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Date OCTORER 26, 1942
Time 12552

From AMEMBASSY, LONDON -

To PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

Mumber 170 ..~ Dated  CCTOREY 26, 19L2

m AND PERSONAL TO PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT FROM
THE FORMAL NAVAL PERSON. I HEAR THAT YOU WOULD FREFER
TO OMIT FROM THE BRITISH MESSAGE TO THY SPANISH GOVERN-
MENT A REFERENCE TO THE PARTICIPATION OF BRITISH FORCES
IN TORCH.

I A SATISFIED THAT IT IS IMPORTANT TO INFORM BOTH THE
SPANISH AND PORTUGUESE GOVERMVENTS OF BRITISH PARTICIFATION,
IF OMLY TO REMOVE ANY SUSPICIONS ABOUT THE OBJECT OF OUR

OWN CONCENTRATIONS AT GIERALTER AND TO LEND FORCE TCO THE
ASSURANCES WE ARE GIVING TCO THEM. THE CONSIDERATIONS WHICH
AFPLY TC THE HAIDLING OF THE FRENCH DO NOT NECESSARLY APFLY
TCO THAT OF THE SFANIARDS AND PORTUGUESE, FOR WEICIH YOU
AGREED THAT W SHCULD BE PRIMARILY RESPONSIBLE.

~PHIERE- WILL BE-NO QUESTION OF 0UR*PUBLISHING THE FULL TEXT |
OF OUR DECLARATIONS TO SPAIN AND FURTUGAL ON ZERO DAY.
ALL THAT WE SHOULD IYAKE PUBLIC WOULD BE TIE SUBSTANCE,

OMITTING ANY PASSAGES, SUCH AS THOSE ABOUT BRITISI FART-

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., Siate Dept. tel., 3-20-72

Ry - e e sw
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PAGE TWO, NC. 174 TO PRESIDENT RCOSEVELT

ICIPATION #iICH WOULD NOT BE

IM ACCORD WITH THE CENNRAL
LINE WE ARE BOTH TAKING IN PUBLIC

LIC IN TI!E FIRST STAGE OF

THE OFERATICMN,

WE SHCULD OF CCURSE SAY TO BOTH SFANIARDS AND PORTUGUESE

LI

IEAT WHAT LL THE! ABCUT OUR SHARE IN TiE OPERATION

PV tA T TPTTA M SRS Y
(L

=1

IS FOR THEIR STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL INFORIMATION.

I lICPE THAT wlTH THIS EXPLANATION YOU WILL AGREE TO THE
RETENTICN OF THE ORIGIMAL TEXT, TO WHICH WE ATTACH I=-
PCRTANCE.

SIMILAR CORSIUERATIUNS. AFFLY TC ANY MESSAGE TO DR. SALAZAR.

PRILE

REGRADED UNCLASSTFIED by Britiah
Govt., State Dept. tel,, B-Bu-ta
By R. H. Farks Date

Pocriioed s PrafHowses
@b Jo15" ﬁgéﬁ‘aﬁﬁ?é /92
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Wl DEPARTHENT
CODE CENTER

Date __Cctober 27, 19h2
Time 1300 2
Froa _ _ London _ s
To ____The President of the United States’ J5
Fumbor 3170 . . oo Dated  Qotober 27. 1942 oo

Former Naval Person to President personal md ‘

1'rs Roosevelt has I think enjoved her first
three days in England. She spent Sunday with us at
Cheguers and went to see my wife's HMaternity lospital.
She went with my wife today a2 long round of women's
army services. She seems extremely well and in the
best of spirlts. 3y offlcial engaczements I suppose
you mean ceremonlial affairs. The=ze can be cut to any
extent. But iirs Roosevelt has an lmmense programme
of official engarements in the sense of scheduled
appolntments to see things. I have urged her to
apply to me in any case where she wanted to have
them cancelled or wurded off. I also urged the
importance of keeping a good many days spare so that
she could do whatever she felt inclined., Elliot
came to luncheon Sunday. I will telegraph again in
a day or two.

recaived in Yep Foom

1020 EWT, Dototer 27

Prime
3 al
AEGRADED UE:LhSEIFiﬁﬁl?y ii“;_r;
En;vt gtate Dept- tet;,
BY R.'H. Parks Da *
MAY 5137
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CLASSIFIED MESSAGE
peceived at

R, WAE DEPARTMENT CODE CENTER

Dete: _October 20, 1943
Piled: 1050 Z

From; LONDON ENGLAND

To : THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

Fo, 3 176 October 29, 1642

Former Naval Person to President Personal and _
Your number two zero three. I am deeply grateful for your
help. General Alexander has just telegraphed that it is im~
possible to withdraw this division during the battle. Later
on, if Curtin inaists, it will have to go, but I trust your

talegran will be declsive.

FRIME

BEGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Eritish
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-29-73

By R. H. Parks Date MAY 5 1972

i
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@w‘v o

fony to Admiral Leahy.
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‘ CLASSIFIED MESSAGE
Received at

¥WAR DEPARTMENT CODE CENTER
e e
ri{led;

From:__London

To :_ The Prepident of The lUpited States
¥o. :_ 177 October 30th, 1042

To President Roosevelt from Former Naval Ferson Nt aa
personal.

AMthough I understand from Mountabatten that the plough
scheme as originally conceived is not a practicable proposition
this winter, I am convinced that it is of the utmost importance
that the development and production of the vehicle should not
be delayed.

I am sure that even if its employment is impossible in the.
near future, it is essential that every opportunity should be
taken to improve upon the present design so that we shall be

fully prepared to grasp our opportunity when it occurs as it
certainly will.

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., Btate Dept. tel., 3-25-T2
By R. H. Parks Date

MAY 51972

Received in Map Room
at 9:23 AY, October 30
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peceived at
WAH DEPARTMENT CODE CENTER

'wte: October 30, . .-1942
"tled. 1911 2 .

Trom;  Amembassy Iordon _ _ . .

To : _The President of The United States
Wo. :_1768. __ October 30th, . .. ... 1942

Former Naval Person to President personal a.nr.l~

Your one nine nine., I like your press release very much
and deem it admirably conceived for its purpose. I have only
two sugpgestions: for "Egyptian campaign® read "British
campaign in Egypt", and at the end add ™and prove the first
historic step to the liberation and restoration of France."

Prime

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-20-78

By R. H. Parks Date Mnv 51972

acsct 22 i o)
‘3o, 19K>.

al /650 EwT,
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1 CLASSIFIED MESSAGE
Received at

WAH DEPARTMENT CODE CENTEA

. October 31
- e -» 1942
1lad: 0515 "7

- I e memm m  ———

from; Lnndun. Englm'h:l o i i
¥+ ;_The President of the United States

¥o. :1'1'.5‘.,.,..._,__*?:@?“!,111? e 04T

Former Maval Person to President Personal mﬂ‘

I have received the following report from the Commander-In=-Chief
Eighth Army. I should be grateful if you would show it to General
Marshall. Beginsr First reports from western desert indicate great
satisfaction with Shermans. Position of gun has enabled maximm con=-
cealment in Hull-Down positions with good cbeservation by commander.
Have definite evidence that enemy tanks including MK IV special being
destroyed at ranges up to two thousand yards using good American
M sixty one ammunition. One zero five MM S P guns have done well,
gun and ammunition both good. They have not yet been used in a very
mobile role but consider they have possibilities against enemy guns
which we hope to exploit soon.

FRIME

ResAADED Diwvliocss.- Y Drivisl
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3- 29=73

By R. H. Parks Date "AY sﬁ?z

s A S

; C Qe B onilatt
& G G LG o sty
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Received at
¥AR DEPARTMENT CODE CENTER

Dlt-:;ﬁ?hmj_,__;lul
Plled: Tova

From: Londnn
——

To :__POTIS

No. :_ 180 October 31, _ 1043

Former Naval Person to President personal and SR

I am most grateful for your telegram number two Zero
Zero of October two seven. Your point about American Com-
mand has already been covered. We shall say "These opera-
tions are being carried out primarily by American Forces
under American Command".

Prime

REGRADED DNCLABSIFIED by British
Govt., Stute Dept. tel., 8-29-73
By R. H. FParks Date un'f 51972

fese f = 90 ...
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Copy of
Prire Minister - “resident
No. 181
given to
ADSTRAL LEAHY
by directicn of the President
(thru Miss Tulley)

-o0o=

(Later developed that Miss Tulley
wanted No. 180, rather than 181,
sent to the Admiral. Copy of No.
180 was sent, but copy of 181 was
not' returned to the wap Room.)

ame
8-31-42




31 October 19L2

Letter from Churchill to loosevelt, dated 31 October 19L2.
Answered by lloossvelt in a letter to Churchill dated 30 November

19L2.
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10, Botrning Btrast,
B fritehall.
October 31, 1942,

m,}ifmxr Mr. Poeydent,
Oliver Lyttelton will talk to your officers

about Production in its verious aspects as they affect
the layout we now have to mazke on what are our last
remaining reserves of manpower; but I hope you will let
him discuss with you some of the major puints_gﬂverning

our joint action in the war.

;g First of all, I put the U-boat menace. This,
gﬂ;m I am sure, is our worst danger. It is horrible to me
Eﬁ% thet we should be budgeting jointly for a balance of
g'ﬁéi shipoing on the basis of 700,000 tons a month loss.
§§ ' True, it is not yet as bad as that. But the spectacle
g;‘g of &1l these splendid ships being built, sent to sea
;E: crammed with priceless food and munitions, and being
%EE sunk - three or four every day - torments me day and

night. Not only does this attack cripple our war
energies and threaten our life, but it arbitrarily limits

the might of the United States coming into the struggle.

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library
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The Oceans vhich were your shields, threzten to Lecome your
cege.

Next yeer there will be many more U-boats, and
they will range far more widely. MNo ocean passage will be
safe. All focal points will be beset and will recuire long
renge air protection. I expect all convoys will have to
have anti-U-boat escorts,end often suxilisry sircraft
carriers, throughout the greater part of their journeys, and
fast convoye will have to be arranged for the ships at
present routed independently.. How are we to find the craft

LY

for this?

. %

Nothing is more clearly proved then the

efficacy of the convoy system. The marvellous racovery
of your Ltlantic shore is one proof. The immunity
nitherto enjoyed bty the vast and numerous troop convoys
with ample escorts, is another. Ve are-doing all we can
to strike at the U-boat bases and U-boat plants, and
you are oroposing to bese slrong bomber forces here to
maltioly our effort. All the same,it is Escorts that
we need, even more then merchent ships. Ve went both, ==

tut I am all with those who say, 'A ship not sunk in 1943
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is worth two built for 1944!,

Therefore I submit to you for your good
judgment the meximum allocation of steel for merchant
shipbuilding, and then cut of that, the maximum construction
of escort vessels which engine capacity will allow. From
the importent measures which you have lately taken, I am
sure your mind is moving in exectly the same direction.

e must ask for a fair share of the merchant
shipping and of the escort vessels. All eur labour and
capacity is engaged in the war effort. We have had to
sacrifice 100,000 tons of merchant shipbullding in order
to get more corvetties, and we cannot hope to produce
more than 1,100,000 British gross tons of new merchant
ships in the celendar year 1943. ¥e have lost enormously
in ships us=d in the common intersst, and we trust to
you to give us & fair and just assignment of your new
vast construction to sail under our owvn flag.

. We have agreed together that the escort
vessels should be in the common pool, to be drawn upon in

accordance with strategic recuirements. In January 1942,

. 0258

W




-4

you accepted a recuisition bringing the total of escort
vessels to be built on our behalf to 300, 150 to be
delivered in 1943 and 150 in 1944. Since then we have
sent some assistence to the successful conflict you have
waged egeinst the U-boats on the East coest. The balance
of strategic needs is such that we do not expect even the
majority of these craft, but we ask most earnestly for a
distribution of long range escort vessels from the common
pool in the retio of 1 to Britain to 1.37 to the United
States, vhich is the ritio of our shortzges mutually agreed.
We are counting on this.

We have been so well trested b, you in tanker
tonnage, that it is with diffidence that I mention the
figure of 1,000,000 tons additional, which is vhat we
need in 1943,

Mr. President, I cennot cut the food consump-
tion here below its present level. We need to import
27,000,000 tons for our food and war effort in 1943.

More than three-cuarters of our immense merine is engaged
in war trensport of one kind or another. We are asking

for 2,500,000 dead - weight non-i:niter tonncge to

| 0259
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be zssigned to us from the beginning of 194% from your new
construction. Our stocks are running down with dangerous
rapidity. Any further inrozds upon them, except for some :
great emergency, would be highly improvident., These islamnds
are the sssembly base for the war against Hitler; man» of
your troops will be here; and we must have a margin in

case of z renewed 'blitz' on the Mersey and the Clyde,

or exceptional concentration of U-boats on the Atlentic
routes. Rather than cut any further on the food of the
people, I should be forced to reduce our general

contribution to the overseas wer effort.
II

I send you herewith my directive for 1943
about the British Army. During 1942 we have sent abroad
six divisions apart from the five either on the sea or
earmarked for "TORCH". We may easily have to send two,
or even four, more at short notice, and we shall be ready
to do so. To help fill this gap, I am bringing up
(as you will see from the paper) the nine "Beach"

divisions, six to full standard and freeing the other

£ 0260
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three with one additional for the draft-finding process
for overseas, so exhansting to military efficiency.

But the paper will speek for itself in detzil, and I am
gure you will feel it is a considerable contribution to
the struggle.

I have not yet heard from you in reply to
that part of my long telegram about Russia which dealt
with the need to place more American divisions in this
country, &nd to go forward with "BOLERO" for a retarded
"ROUNDUP". I had hoped to have, even on the new lay-
out, seven or eight United States divisiﬁﬁs in these
islands by April, and we are still making preparations
on a very large scale for the reception of a éreat
American Army. I recognise that shipping is the
limiting factor. Practically only the two Cueens
are running now. I trust however you will allow your
officers to discuss with ours the whole process of
moving continuously divisions at the fastest rate into
these islands, and thus make us both able to push our

forces outwards where needed, as well as making the

0261
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forwerd striking bsse safe, and holding the enemy pinned

on the French shore.
ITT

Lastly, I come to the fLir. Oliver Lyttelton
is also thoroughly informed about this, and I have already
communiceted with Harry on the subject. An ever-increazsing
weight of bomb discharge upon Germeny &znd Itely must be our
unrelenting aim. In our view, night bombing has already
yielded results which justify it being backed by the United
Etates, at eny rate as a follow-up to your day bombing. But
also the Anti-U-boat war will recuire many long range flying
boats and aircraft. So far as fighters are concerned, our
opinion is that the latest British Spitfires end the
improved American Mustang will hold the leadership in 1343.

Lyttelton is fully authorised to discuss all the
above matters with you, end he is in full possession of
our views. He will be with you during tremendous days,
about vhich I shell be telegraphing to you vretty

constantly. I pray that this greet Zmericen enterprise,
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in which I am your lieutenant and in which we have the
honour to play en important part, may be crowned by
the success it deserves. So far, 211 promises well,

I hope also to report to you about the battle
in Egypt, which is now entering upon a more important
phase.

Believe me,

Always your most sincere friend,

Lanaglinols Lt

-

The President of the United States uf{&merica.
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The President of the United States of America.

The White House,

TASHINGTON.

*

N 4
PRIME MINISTER.

g -

e —— ——
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10, Botoning Street,
B hitehall
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ARMY STRENGTHS.

THE Secretary of State for War has prepared a scheme for the reorganisa-
tion of the Army for 1943, with which I am in full agreement. The attached
paper shows the relation of this new layout to that described in my D.O. (41) 18.

Of course, these requirements must be considered in relation to other sections
of our war programme, and it may be that some compression will be necessary, I
earnestly hope, however, that we shall be able to achieve this plan, which is most
necessary to our effective conduct of the war, 5 g

Oectober 30, 1942,
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'. THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT

DECLASSIFIED
f.._———-
WeTna—— B7 Autbority © Copy No.

D:D- {ﬂ] ?[ E ; o JUN 2"" 73

TO BE KEPT UNDER LOCK AND KFY.

It is requested that special care may be taken to
ensure the secrecy of this doecument

ARMY STRENGTHS.

DirecTive BY THE MINISTER oF 1DEFENCE.

WE have now in Great Britain and Northern Ireland (including Canadian
and Allied troops) B armoured divisions, 14 standard motorised infantry
divisions, 1 Royal Marine division and 1 airborne division, total 24 fully mobile
divisions, well equipped with guns and transport, with an average strength of
about 15,300 men, with 9 corps organisations and corps troops [EE.GJ{IU%. We
have 3 h;_iﬁade hgrou ¢ with artillery and engineers, which are equivalent to
another fully mobile division, Of the 14 standard infantry divisions 5 have been
reorganised in the past year to include a tank instead of an infantry brigade,
thus increasing their striking power. There are also 9 lower establishment
divisions, averaging about 10,000, organised for semi-mobile defence with reduced
scales of artillery and engineers and little transport. In addition, there are
3 armoured, 5 tank and 10 infantry brigades not included in divisions and
17 un-brigaded battalions; furthermore, 95 home defence and young soldiers’
battalions are employed on vulnerable points and airfield defence.

2. During 1942 we have sent abroad 1 armoured and 5 infantry divisions
which are not included above; also 252,000 men in non-divisional units and
drafts. Under orders for overseas are 2armoured, 2 infantry and 1 Royal Marine
divisions : total 10 divisions. Of these 5 divisions must be taken from those
given in paragraph 1 and will ire their quota of corps, army, anti-aircraft
and base units. These additional forces for overseas service could only be found
at the expense of troops in the United Kingdom; and it is necessary to take steps
to build up the forces remaining.

[24557] n
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3. Itis Ernpused to transform the forces remaining in the United Kingdom,
after despatch of the 5 divisions mentioned above, into 7 armoured divisions
gnum of 1 Canadian armoured diviaionf, 18 standard motorised infantry

ivisions and 1 airborne division, total 26 fully mobile divisions. The 3 brigade
groups will remain as at present. Of the 18 standard divisions 7 will include
tank brigades and 6 will be formed from lower establishment divisions brought
up in strength. There will be a reserve organisation consisting of 4 divisions and
1 officer training brigade, whose main task will be to complete the training of
reinforcements for the considerable forces overseas instead of our having, as at
present, to find these men from the mobile divisions to the continuous detriment
of their efficiency.

Independent tank and armoured hrigades will be reduced to 2 and infantry
brigades not in divisions to 5. Battalions for vulnerable points and airfield
defence will be reduced to 24 and the task of guarding aerodromes handed over
mainly to the R.A.F. Regiment.

The fureﬁ;uing will constitute the Home Field Army which can be reckoned
as the equivalent of 33 divisions.

4. The object of these changes is to increase the war-power of the Army hy
concentrating scattered defensive elements into proper formations which can be
turned later on into forces for overseas operations. There will be an increase in
divisions with an armoured element and additional field, anti-tank and flak
artillery will be provided.

3. No reduction in the force mentioned in paragraph 3 is compatible with
our war needs; indeed, it is necessary that rearward services should be provided
in 1943 for as many of the divisions as possible with a view to passing to the
offensive on the Continent of Europe or elsewhere. To maintain the Army, to
provide for the replacement of casualties as they occur and to build up the
necessary units for offensive action, there will be required an intake to the Army
averaging 45,000 men per month from November till April 1943, when a further
review will be made.

6. A.D.G.B. has been reduced to 280,000 men by using women and Home
Guards to the maximum extent possible under present circumstances. 76,000 at
least of the 280,000 will be formed into mobile flak units to accompany any Field
Army divisions used for offensive operations, and further examination is being
made to reduce overheads and make additional savings in the number of fit men
employed on anti-aircraft defences in the United Kingdom. The anti-aircraft
force 1s formed into 7 groups which are the equivalent of 12 divisions.

7. The Army of the Nile has lost the services of the Australian corps with
2 Australian divisions, and the remaining Australian division will be returned to
Australia in 1943. Also the 70th British Division was sent to India to assist in
meeting the Japanese threat to Burma and Ceylon. These reductions have been
offset by the arrival in the Middle East of the 8th British Armoured Division,
and 44th and 51st British Infantry Divisions. A separate Command has been
established for Persia and Iraq to which the 5th British Division from India
and the 56th now at sea have been assigned.
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8. It is proposed to reorganise the forces in the Middle East to include
3 British armoured and 2 South African armoured divisions, 2 British, 1 New

Zealand, 2 Indian and the equivalent of 2 Allied divisions of Fighting French
and (rreek troops; total, 12 divisions. :

9. The Army in Persia and Irag will comprise 1 Indian armoured division
and 1 British armoured brigade, 2 British, 3 Indian divisions and the Polish
Army of the East of 2 divisions and 2 tank brigades; total, 9 divisions. Grand
total in the former Middle Eastern area : 26 divisions.

10. For the defence of India there will be assembled and ready by next
Spring 1 Indian armoured division and 2 tank brigades, 2 British divisions and
1 brigade group, 10 complete Indian divisions ang the equivalent of 2 further
divisions in brigade groups, &c. This excludes troops for defence of the North-
West Frontier and %ﬂr nternal Security, which amount to the equivalent of
4 divisions and 92 hattalions; the whole totalling 20 divisions. There are, in
addition, 2 Chinese divisions which are in process of being formed and equipped.

11. There remain our garrisons abroad, to wit :—

Gibraltar and Malta—the equivalent of 2 divisions.
Fast Africa, including Madagascar—that of 34
West Africa and minor garrisons—that of 34.

Total division—equivalent of garrisons, 9.

12. We have suffered grievous losses in Malaya, Burma and the Middle
East, including the loss of 4 complete divisions at Singapore and 1 South African
division in Tnﬁrul:. In spite of this, the total strength of British, Dominion and
Allied forces has been maintained at the equivalent of approximately 100
divisions. In maintaining our fighting strength, India has provided the greatest
contribution and has expanded by several divisions, but we have had to find
British cadres for these divisions,

13. If we estimate our Army in divisions or their equivalent. the general
lay-out for 1943 is as follows :—

United Kingdom 33
Under orders for overseas operations b
Anti-aireraft divisions ... 12
Army of the Nile ... 12
Army of Persia and Iraq ... 9
Army of India ; 20
(iarrisons in Africa and elsewhere - ... 9
Grand total 100
14. Tt iz our duty to develop, equip and maintain all these units during 1943,
W. 8. C.
November 1, 1942
(246671 52
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D.O. (41) 18.
October 9, 1941,

ARMY STRENGTHS.

DirecTive By THE MIinisTER oF DEFENCE.

WE have now in the United Kingdom (including Northern Ireland)
26 standard motorised infantry divisions and the Polish division, total 27, well
equipped with guns and transport, with an average strength of about 15,500 men,
with 10 Corps organisations and Corps troops {EI,IIIIJE ‘There are 8 county
divisions for work on the beaches, averaging about 10,000, without artll’tﬂ_y L@pher
than coast artillery and with little transport. We have 5 armoured divisions
and 4 Army Tank brigades; the whole mmﬂrisi 14 armoured brigades (with
5 divisional elements); 4 Brigade Groups with artillery and transport; 7 infantry
brigades and 12 un-brigaded battalions: furthermore, 8 aerodrome deftj:nce
battalions and the 100,000 men in the Home Defence and Young Soldiers’
battalions. -

2. It is proposed to transform this organisation into 27 standardised
divisions (hereinafter to be called Field Divisions), plus the Polish Division (which
will have an armoured element), total 28; and to increase the armoured forces to
7 armoured divisions with 8 Army Tank brigades, the whole comprising
22 armoured brigades (with 7 divisional elements). The 4 Brigade Groups are to
remain., Instead of the 8 county divisions and other units mentioned above,
there will be 13 brigades, plus the equivalent of 2 Ally brigades, and 8 * Detached
Battalions "'; the foregoing constituting the Home Field Army, which can thus
be reckoned the equivalent of 45 divisions. In addition, there will still be the
8 aerodrome battalions and the Home Defence and Young Soldiers’ battalions.

3. The object of these changes is to increase the war-power of the army,
particularly in armoured troops; and to provide additional field, anti-tank and
flak artillery, including that required for 5 additional Indian divisions, to be
formed during 1942. For this last purpose also it will be necessary to provide
up to 17 British battalions for the Indian army.
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4. No reduction in the force mentioned in para. 2 is compatible with our
war needs. To maintain it during the next nine months, ie., to July 1, 1942,
and also to maintain the drafts for the army of the Middle East, for India and for
our garrisons in Iceland, Gibraltar, Malta and Hong-Kong, &c., with a normal
wastage of 50,000 a quarter there must be provided an intake to the army of
278,000 men. Measures are being taken to provide this. The army also reguires
at least 142,000 more women above the 63,000 already recruited.

5. In my directive on A.D.G.B. I have proposed that the personnel should
be fixed at 280,000 men and that the su gcsteg increase of 50,000 be disallowed :
also that the suggested increase of E.Ell}i} in the Coast batteries should be
disallowed. The savings thus provided will be applied towards strengthening the
Field Army. Finally A D.G.B. will continually endeavour to develop for the
service of the Home Field Army the largest amount of mobile flak possible, and
also a transferable force available to strengthen the coastal batteries should the
Emergency Period of Invasion be instituted. As it is unlikely that the enemy
could afford prolonged and widespread hﬂmhinﬁ of our towns in the advent of
Invasion, a sguttle arrangement of this kind should be possible, enabling us to
meet according to events either a sustained air attack or Invasion. The Anti-
Aircraft force is formed into 12 Divisions.

6. The Army of the Nile now consists of the 50th and 70th (formerly 6th)
British Divisions, the 1st, 2nd and 7th Armoured Divisions with the Cavalry
Armoured Division (forming) and two Army Tank Brigades; the three
Australian Divisions: one New Zealand: two South African. one Polish and
Foreign equivalent, and the 4th and 5th Indian Divisions, total 16 Divisions.
It is mntended to reinforce the Middle East with two British Divisions, the 18th
and 2nd, from the United Kingdom as convenient.

7. Apart from the 2 divisions mentioned above, India has in action in
Persia and Iraq the 6th, 8th and 10th Indian divisions, and General Wavell
proposes to send the 17th by the end of the year. During 1942, 4 extra Indian
divisions and one Indian armoured division will also take the field: total 9,

8. For the defence of India, there will remain the equivalent of 3 British
divisions and 5 Indian divisions, over and above those which will operate outside
India.

9. There remain our garrisons abroad, to wit :—

Iceland (C)—the equivalent of 1 division.

Gibraltar and Malta—that of 2.

Singapore—that of 3.

Aden, Hong Kong and other minor garrisons—that of 1.

Total division-equivalent of garrisons, 7.
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10. If we estimate our Army in divisions or their equivalent, the general
layout for 1942 is as follows :—

United Kingdom ... 45
Anti-Aircraft divisions 12
Army of the Nile ... 16
Army of India in Iraq and Persia ... 9
Army of India at home -
Fortress Garrisons ... 7
Native African Divisions ... 2

99

CGirand total

11. It isour duty to develop, equip and maintain all these units during 1942,

W. 8. C.
10 Downing Street, S.W. 1,

October B, 1041,

0272




	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008
	0009
	0010
	0011
	0012
	0013
	0014
	0015
	0016
	0017
	0018
	0019
	0020
	0021
	0022
	0023
	0024
	0025
	0026
	0027
	0028
	0029
	0030
	0031
	0032
	0033
	0034
	0035
	0036
	0037
	0038
	0039
	0040
	0041
	0042
	0043
	0044
	0045
	0046
	0047
	0048
	0049
	0050
	0051
	0052
	0053
	0054
	0055
	0056
	0057
	0058
	0059
	0060
	0061
	0062
	0063
	0064
	0065
	0066
	0067
	0068
	0069

