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Action Copy 

To PotWI lfuhD DO 

Septnher 16th, 1962 ..-....-
For.er !aY&l Peraon to Preai 4ent .........,.....o. 160, 

the reaul ta ot the tiret opera tiona by yCitJZ' tlyi.llc 
tortreuea ha ... been 110at enoouratiDt;. Oener-.1. Spu.t& hae 
wiaely been f'eeliDt; hie -.;y and they haTe mt atruclt wry 
deep. But w may hope that 1lben they are a .... ilable in 
euf'tioient nuabere they will be able, with the help ot 
their eaoorting tigbj;era, to oarry the· .~~tr . War into 
Ge....aey by d~y on a hea'W)' aoale. thil would be a de<relop­
•ent ot the higb .. t illportaDoe, 

In apite ot the tact that w cannot -.ke u p 110re than 
thirty two Squadrona ot Bcllbera, inatead ot forty twe lut 
year, w lalaw our !il:ht Bolober Ottenain il h&"'**; a 
devut&tiDt; etteot, Jbrembers, ll&in&, l:arleruhe and DWieeldort 
are the lateet additiona to t he growins Hat ot (le~ 
Citiea to teel ita wisl>t and the blowa at l!Alllburg and 
Bre- cannot fo.il to h& ... an etteot on rate ot U Boat 
building, I have told Air ll&rah&l Evill to eend you a copy 
ot a paper on o\11' B<*ber ottenahe recently prepared at f11ll 
requeat by .lir llarah&l Barril, who baa alaoat IIDique 
qualitioationa to expreu an opinion on the eubjeot, Out 
ot zeal he baa no"doubt overat&ted a good cue. !one the 
leu the paper ia an illpreuin contri bution to thought on 
the aubjeot, 

It ,.. can add continuity and preoidon to the attack by 
your Beaber• atri kiDg deep into the heart ot Germaey by ~ 
the etteot would be redoubled, ro 4o thia etteotiTely and 
without prohibiti ... lou they Jllllllt haTe numbera to aaturate 
and deeperae the detenoea, and tl.JIIe 1a preoiOWI, J. tew 
hundred fortreaeea thia autu.n and winter, while aubatantial 
Geran .lir Foroea are atill held in RWida •Y wll be worth 
~.ore in a yeara tU. wban the .....,y -.y be able greatl y 
to reinforce hia 'Ilea tern .lir Dafeno... rogether ,.. llisl>t 
enn deal a blow at the en~• a Air Power tro• which be could 
ne ... r tully recover. 

I hope you u:, oondder it wiae to build up General 
Spaat& • a otrength, 1fe are tollowins with ad...iration 
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From I.ondon 

Action Copy 

Bo. 160, September 16th, Page 2 

'fctUr tight 1n the Solomone. We 1211111t ..Jte torah a 1uooeu. 
But I .. lllre w ehould be miu inr; grl&t opportunitiea 1t 
,. did not oonoentro.t e enry o.n.ilo.ble tortreu IID4 louc 
r&D&• eaoort tighter 0.1 quickly o.a poaaible tor the att&ok 

on ollr pru.ry ·~· 

I oaonot hel p t M l iD& • .,.. concern a t the extent tc 
wbioh the progr- tor the bllild up ot ADerioan .ur Foroea 
1n thia oountry 1a t a ll!D& behin<l n:pept&tiona, partioularly 
in n. .. ot the w1th4ra•l troa the IJ'idted KiD&cioa ot onr 
eight hundred' Britiab IID4 AMrioan Airorat't tor tcr oh. We 
had hoped ,to' ••• tnln beo.'t')' groupe !oi>d aeftll pllrauit 
groupa i n the United ltiD&doa by the tirat ot Boftllber. 
ObYi !'ualy the olaima ot torah will aubat&ntially recluoe 
thoae t igllrea, but I hope they will not be pendttecl tc 
obaoure the tmporto.nOe ot keep!D& up o.nd inten1ifyiD& the 
direct preullre on Oernui;Y tor 10hioh the tor treu o.nd the 
louc range fighter are indiapeneable, lloreon r, the 
del1nri11 of AMrioo.n .liror&tt to the R .l F 1n the 111d4le 
Bo.at ahow a.- et&rtliD& det ioienoiea on the ticure• 1n the 
n.- air o.gre-t *lob yau. IID4 I initialled in June. Thla 
i a eapeoio.lly earloua 1n n. .. ot our pouible minor oo..J.t­
Mnt in the C&uouua thle winter. I 1r:n1nr Oenaro.:l .lrnold 1a 

<ioiD& hia beet IID4 tho.t the ebortcaainga are clue tc the 
t&llur• ot U S pr ocluotion tc ooaoe up to aohedule. A.tter 
Dwlldrk ,. go.ft our Uror&tt Incluatry apeoial prioritiea 
which re1ul ted in o. grea t aocelero.tion in the OUI'ft of 
deliTeriea. I underet&nd yau. are oonaiclerinr; r;1Ti.D& el.ailar 
pr lorltlea for the tima beiD& to a iror&tt produotion1 -.y 
I auggeat tbo.t 1peoio.l eapbo.aia ahould be l o.id on tho.t of 
be&'t')' boabere IID4 pureuit airor&tt, to proTide tor o. ro.p ld 
and ooneto.ntly inoreo.aiD& inteneity ot air a tt&ok on Gel"'l&&l'f!: 
I .. told tho.t the bl&'t')' boablr progr..- ot the ~ .llr 
For ee bo.a been recluoecl troa a ticure of ona one aeftll groupa 
by the end ot nineteen torty three tc one ot au tift groupa 
whereu that tor din bomber• baa been doubled. I won.tl.er 
whether thea• pr iori t lea will be r eooneiderecl in the light 
or the n .. turn i n our e tra t•CY· 

Priae 

•'•"'•• tt• -••••..._ .. .. u ,, .... noc •-.o•• • ... u • t 
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Stptt.htr 22 , 1942 

0644 Z M. 

From I.ondon 

To the Pr .. idut of the United Stat .. 
t he 'llhi te llowot 

lumber 151 from London St pteaber 22, 1942 XXI-C 

Fol"ll8r lnal Penon to Preoidmt pereoul and 

Para l. !lad long oonl'erenoe tbio •orn1ng w1 tb Eioenhcnrer and 

your of1'1cero, Cunnizl&bala and Rama~ preu nt and our obiett ot tt&tt. 

Para 2. General Eioenhower t.Dno\IDeed tbat the final date tor 
JVf'Y. - ~ 

torch would- be ( ae~ ft1!f following teltuaa). ltftrythizl& it being 

worked t o tbio, 

Para 15, We now know that P ~ 18 carried 27 ohipa oai'ely to 

Archangel and lS are ellllk, For P ~ 19 forty thipo are already loaded 

but 1 t i• illpouible to oend thio oon-.oy witb011t throwing back the 

date ot torch b7 three wekt . We all re~;ard WJ:f delay a torch u 

Para *• the tiM hu therefore OOM to tell Stalin, t irtt 

03 t o 1 that there wl.ll be no P ~ 111 and t tcondly we cannot r\ID WJ:f -r• 
J"ftl ! ftl hy I 

··a~ry · n·•Vi ~c . P Q'o till the end ot the year, that io Janv.ary, thia it a tor-
t Chiof• of 

Stf\•·r , lllidablt .oMnt in ...,..lo...Amerioan-Sorlet relatione and you and I ..uat 

be united in WJ:f tt&te-t -de about OODYoyto 

Para 6. We are aol~ pledpd t o the aupply ot Ruaoii. and 

the noet graYe oona tquenota sight follow t roa f a ilure to wake good. 

Jl'or one n.ine tour three there - y he two ohoio". Firot to r\ID tron 

January oawarda arotic conToyo under the v.reoent conditione ot dancer , 
' 1- Cf . IOOC: . . ...... H U U I I 
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Received ot the War Department M .... ae Center 
Room 3441 Munitioou Blda .. Washington. D. C. 

_ ___ _ M. 

From'---------------

• I .. . 

To•- ------- ------

Page f2 of Ji..,.ber 161 from Loa4on Septnber 22, 1942 ~C 

wute Nld ertort ob,.rrtng that we used 77 warahipl tor P Q 18 and 

think ouraelTea fortunate to haTe lo3t no more than Olle third of the 

aerohant ahipe. 

Para 8, Secondly", the operatiOD oalled Jupiter, It b aore 

than doubtful whether the dnel~ta of Toroh will lean ehippiJic 

and eeoort reaouroee euttioient tor Jupiter uale11 you can help at 

IIZr/ rate with the latter, ll'e 1Dl1St honnr alao know what laportanoe 

Stalin would attaoh to the operation and what oontribut~on he would 

•lr.e to it, See the aooount of 111!1 laat oonTeraa~ion with hia where I 

aentioned two diTidone and be ottered three, 0\&r eatiaate bare 11 

that larger nuabera would be required and I repeat the •hipping probln 

11 unaohacl and ia ~ dependent OD Torah dnelopmente. 

Para 'T, It eee• to ae that dapl y to tell b1a now that no 

aore p Q' a till 194.3 il a great danger, and I therefore wiah to open 

etatt oonTeraationa on Jupiter under all neoeuo.ry reeen.aa, \ See the 

telegrtJII I propoae to aand to bia after oonaulting Vaol..,aie liJic, 

wt>iob, aa you will '"• leanl hotb Britian and SoTiet OoTe....-ta 

tree to deolde wben the raeult of the joint etatte etud,y 11 coapleted, 

Ot couree it you nre able to take an intereet in tbie it would be 

,.,,t helptul. .t.a in a taw ~· it will be neoeuary to unload and 
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Rcce:ived at the War Oepartme:Dt MtsMce Center 
Room 3441 Munitiont Bide .. Waohington, D. C. 

____ M. 

.- t · ~· ~. -.,. 
To•--------------------------

Para 8 . I gained the Ulpreaaion at the oontermee that RoUlld-

was not only delayed or impinged upon by Torch but wao to be re&ard­

ao det'initely ort for l94Z. Thio will bl another tremendo\1.1 blow 

Stalin. J.lr aady ll&i alcy 11 aeldng queotiono about the opring ot-

I Ulldlretood that the wordo ot' our agreell8nt s tood, DIMly, 
~.. - .,..,. · .. 

preparitiou obould go forward in a 'b&lencad n.y •• tut ao 

Onder a l l circu..tanooa it i o i ndiopanoable to hold the 

pinned on the channe l coast ot Frenoe. Howe.ar Kountbatten 

landing oratt are not going forward ao arranged, and ot oour .. 

JOOTe..,nt ot Amorioan troopo aero•• tho .t.tlantio will erldlntly 

Para 11. lfa ougllt now to -.Ice a n ew prov...... So tar three 

I!Un.it••d State• Dirlliono b.aTI arrh• 4 here, all ot' which will ohortly 

WI haTe oix diTia iona fro• the United Kingdon thio 

and a re holding tour 110re ready !'or Toroh. It .. are t o be able 

taka ad Tentage ot a bre&ll:down in en..., 110rala, or an uadua .. alt..., 

!'oro•• in I!W'ope n.xt opr1Dg, or a ltern&t1Tily, 1t thing• 

\1.1 and we haTI to h.ca the poaoibility ot 1D-aion, it 

be naceooary !'or you in the nart oiz .ontha to oand at l ... t 

02~0 
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Action Copy 

mf/"£1{1 

ahip' loado could be oand by usa of the proportion of Britioh~ich 

we hope to be able to aupply. ! l ao theae diYiaiono can work up here 

almoat aa well a.s at home . 

Para 10, I can qui te aee how in the altered oir0Uill8,tanoee yo1 
~ 

would be inclined to- ehif't t he emphaeia from building landing craft 

to esoort veeeela, but I hope th1e will not go too tar and that 

ou will gin me a ateady flow both of troopa &nd landing J>,l'._ft up 

to the lWt ot ahipping pcuibilitiea, Could you pleaie· eend aa 

oon aa poaaible reviaad programmea ot wbat we may expect in the nex 

olve months between how and next September under the Bolero-Roundu 

f.

ohema, \ ~.y then oan we male a plana for our own eafity and the a o­

oamodation of your .en apart altogether from enterpriaea auoh as 

upiter. By a further rigorous handling of the Britiab unpower 

roble m we are hoping to bring the nine baaoh diYiaiona up to tull 

ield a tandard, It see• Yitel to all our plana not only that n 

hould be tree troa the invalion ...,..oa but that the an..., ahould 

ee1 our preaaure and we ba able to take advantage ot any aarioua 

eterioration in Ger.an .orale, In thia connection every argument 

aad tor Sledgeh&Jaor and or Roundup count aven 1110re in 111-&S and 

Sl" than it did in 19-&2 and 111-&S, 

02 1 
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Rttc:ived at the War De.,.rtmeot Meut.ge Center 
Room 3441 Munition• Blda .. Waahington. D. C. 

To'-------------------------

_ ___ M. 

P&ro. 11, It Toroh pron• hard and oot tly and it we ban to 

tight French and Germane o.nd perbapt Spanio.rdt, there could or oourae 

be no question or Jupiter, We British would require to reinforce 

Torch from Greo.t Brittln, Thus it 1a o.ll the more neoeaoo.ry tbat wa 

eoei•e the tulleat tlow ot Aaerico.n dhldona and o.ir toroea to the 

Ullited Xi.ngdoaa, ' · 

Po.ro. 12, But there ia o. more to.•ouro.blo aetumption t o which 

peraono.lly I incline, no.mely, tbat by tho end ot Nov~bor tho United 

State• with French attlatanoe will be maatert ot Prenoh North Atrioo. 

o.nd tbat the Britiah expedition will be atrllci.ng trom Torch at Tripoli . 

General Alexander will o.tto.clc in tW'fioient tiM to intlueoce Toroh 

to.•ouro.bly thould he be aucoeaatul , Bia operation le oo.lled (tee 
1..- <--U-1-.'('" 

~ tel,gro.M number 16S), If All goe• well on both opero.tlont we 

might control the whole North Atr1oo.n thore by the end or the yeo.r, 

thuo aaYing acu ot tho 1!1&nea ot ahipping now round.lng the cape. 

Thit 11 our tiret creat prlae, 

Po.ra lS, It would tbAon be open to u• t o deolde on the next 

..... e. It tho Ruu1o.n need were auttiolently 'ro.n and t heir de....,de 

impero.ti•• '"' might deolde to do Jupiter inetead ot o.tto.clc~.n& the under 

belly ot the Axle by So.rdinlo., Sioily and e•en poteibly Italy, We 

ought to han the option open which entaih not oglv po.per ot;arr at,udlet 
u•• ""'• •~ro!t •A•UIC~ • ••1U '" ' C. f lOC ·~•.u 11>\U • f . 
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Reeeived at the War Department Meaua:o Center 
Room 3441 Munitiona Blda .. Waahinaton, D. C. 

To·--------------------------

____ M. 

Page i6 ot »umber ,151 troa London September 22, 1942 xxx-c 

-
. . 

but all auch preparation• ao do not hamper our lamedlate agreed aotion, 

Para H . To awa up , 11J¥ perabting anxiety io Ru .. la, and I 

do not eee how we aan reconcile it with our oonaoiencea or with our 

interests to have no more P Q' • till 194S, no otter to make joint 

plane for Jupiter, and no oigJ>a ot .a ~pri'!& • aWIIQer or even aut111111 , 
' 

otfenaive in Europe. I ohould be moat grateful for your oounael' on 
' . ' 

all this. We wi ah urgently to send t he telegram (or wbich copy 

tol lowo separately) to Stalin, and hope that you wil l back it up aa 

atrongly and aa aoon ae you can. 

Following are correotiona t o paragraph 9r "ohcrtly l ean tor 

Torch. We have" and "the proportion of Brl t iah equipMnt which n 

r.:.~ :J.!)~ ... c·:... . , ... -s 
- · .... - · "' D l·y ' ,. · • 'h 

Covt. , s~~·t;) Dept . tol., ~:;., 
By R. il. PIU'.U Dato ' ~ 

MAY 5 1972 
tt- • ,_,, -u..ltoC.o o U U I ..... .. ~ -lil IW U t f 
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8epte.ber 22, 1HZ 
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From Loacloll .. 
• • 

:o.,ies to1 
~dr~lrn l Lcnhy , 
'r , na.,..ry 1To ... k4 ns'. 
Jol nt r h1 ers or 

Sto.··"' . 

Action Copy 

To The Prad .d.a!lt at the lh1ited. 8tatae 
!he llb1 ta lloua• 

IXX-C 

{ Por•r llaftl hra011 to Pr .. id.e!lt pereooal lllld.ill···!!!!ll• 

1-.bef 1'62. l(y 161 Paragraph ~· Data 11 at,ht lo..--ber • 

. f: ·' 
Pr~ 

.. , • • I 

Cov• ~.. ..... .J ... . ·,~D by !!!'• .. , wtL 
"' ' • wl.u .:.o Dept n 

L 

By lt. ll Par• . tal. l , S-29- 'I< 
' ... Date mAY 5 1L'·. ,;,1 &... 
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R..:<ived at tho War O.partm<nt M .... ce Cent<r 
Room 3441 Munitiono Blcl& .. Waahincton. D. C. 

11000 

Sept.aber 22, 1~ 

o&22 Z M. 

From Lolldon 

rooiea to : 
A<hl r ol Loony . 
·~r . He.rr y Honldns . 
,I oint r.hl er" of 

St.tl' • 

Aet lon Copy 

To The Preaid.•t ot the United. St&tea 
Tbe White Howoe 

H-ber 15& trooa Lond.on Se ptellll>e r 22 , 1M 2 XXX· C 

P'onoer lual Peraon to Pre lid.ent per,.onal and.l .. ••••rt, 
Jurl!er l§S, Reterenoe paragra ph 12 ot wr:t II.UIIher 151, The opera tion 

ia o&lled Lightfoot . 

PriM 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIID by Br1 Uah 
GoYt., state Dept. tol., 3-29-?a 
B)' a. B. Parlta Data 

MAY 5 197( 
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,j:l<1t 
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f:i ...... 

... I 

"'"' ::E-

, CABLEG!Wl •• 'IIDCC 

Received at the War Department Message Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg .. Washington, D . C. 

06Z5 Z M. 

164 from London September ~2, 1942 XXX-C 

Former R~val Person to President perso~l ~d ~· 

Following i o text of telegr~m referred to in ~ number 

wioh to send to st~lin. 

Para 1. .U I told you in Voocow we are conTinood tMt the moot 

contribution tMt we and the United Suteo c~ DU:e in 

the · defe~t of Ger~ io to launch Torch at the earliest 

~te. 

The date which Ml n01r been finU!y fixed with the 

is early in Hovember. 

Para s. The effect or Torch aust be either (A) to oblige the 

to divert air and land forces to counter our move, or {B) 

oa.pel thea to ~ccept the new position created by the auocesa of 

which would then ore~te a further diversion by the threat of 

'""uc1JC againlt Sicily and the south of Europe. 

im~ to : 
l~}~r.l r~ch~' · 

1rurrH '" onl-j !'15 
~t r~; .... ~s ()f 

s+.rr 

Para 4. The oonoiderable succeoa of the last convoy operation 

achieved on1y becauoe no laoo than 77 warahipo were e~loyed on 

operation. Protection on ~bing like ~is scale will be t.pooai­

until the end of the year , when the naval u corto which we OIWit . . . . 
~semble for Torch can again be made available in northern ,...tero. 

Para 6. In the ae&I~Whila .,.. are trying to find Dl&nl of unding 

euppliee on a r eduoed ooal e by the Horthern route <lurtng the 
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Received at the War Oeputmcnt Mettage Untcr 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldr .. Wt.obinaton, D. C. 

____ M. 

C•piu foui•W •• ..u4: p~e ~ ot llwaber 15' troa London Septllllber 22, llli2 XXX-C 

7f- Rs:s of 194.2. 

*'· ~··~-~ rr v.--, c "<4 
R-...... 

Action Copy 

Pa:H. 6. We intend to rGIWDI! the full tlow ot oupplieo trOll 

J o.ni.I&J')' 194.S • 

Pt.r& 7. In order to roduee loooe o of mercht.nt ohipo by on~ 

&otion &nd thuo make the conYoyl in 1943 &I eftectiYe &I pcooible, 

ere &DXiouo to eX&mine w1 th you the pooaibili ty ot c&rrying 

out oper&tion Jupiter during th1e winter . 

Per& s. I tperetore euggeot to you th&t I oend to Koocow 

Gener&l llollaughton, Co....nder in Chief ot the C&n&dian .IJ'~IJY errhing 

in the eiU'ly d&ya ot Oct ober , oo th&t he ~ diocuoo the -tter tully 

th your otatt, ~ hu &lrud,y -d• & preliain&ry en••na t ion ot 

Priae 

REGRADED UllCLASSII''I:£0 by Br! tiob 
Govt., State Dept. tel ., 3-29-72 
By R. B. Parka Date 

MAY 5197~ 
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~13am/l 
Reeeived at the War Department Me~~e.se Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bids .. Waehin&ton. D. C. 

URGENT X:XX-C September 

London 

CCWD 

28 . 1942 

To The president of The llni ted States 

No, 155, September 28, 1942 

Former Naval Person to President personal 

andW•• 

1 . Your No . one eight seven, Earliest date 

P, Q, one nine could have sailed is October second, 

I , E, five days from date of your message of 

September twenty seventh, However if you think 

well we can keep it, as if it really was sailing, 

ti ll seventh or even later. Bulk of the ships are 

in Scottish ports. Agree it is most important to 

make a firm offer about ~ucasus air support , 

2, Aa encouraged by the way our t r oops were 

received in Tananarive, Kindest regards, 

or to.rr . 

Prime 

REGRADED UllCLASSIFIED by Br i tleh 
Govt ., State Dept. tel., 3-29-71 
87 R. H. Parka DateMAY 5 1972 
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LCII 
flle4 1510/4 
.or 

I'll<* I PIDI 
'POt 1'0!111 

CAI!I.IOtill 
leoehad a t tha 11v ~t .. •aac• C•tar 
1- 1441 Jllmltl.CIII& 814«•, WUhlD«tOD, D, C, 

Ooto'ber 4, lHI 

REGRAJ!~ t:t: .. t A~~;;-::o 'oy Br i tish 
Gov t . . S<u<u D~pt . tol., 3-29-72 

llo, 1M, Ootobar '• lHI, By R. H. P~rko Dnto 
MAY 5 i912 

I ~~a .. beaD tlln1ahe4 with a oopr ot the procraaa report wldob the 
-biDed Pl'o4aotl.oD ud leacnarMa 8Mr4 ba .. w'-ltte4 to,..... 1D ,...,_.. 
to '1<IUr l etter ot Allcll• t • • Dlae. I ha .. tall-4 witll 1Dtaraet - warll: 
ot tha Board alae• lt& 1aeapt1• ill .JRae, a a4 I hllJ appreelate the ,_,..rt&Doe 
to the &IIOONO ot their tult Of 1atecr&t1DS tile pr ... OtiCID prov-o Of t ile 
W'O o...,trl .. , ot a ate~ ot reqah·-ta d1reotl7 related to atrat epa -4&. "! 'alao nellie the tond4able 41l't1nlt1ea wbloh etu4 1D the WJ at 
the praperatl011 ot auoh a at&t• .. t tor a date ao tar &Mad u .April -· 
'DlDeteaD forty tnr, !he pro «rea& toward a the 14eal at wtdob tile Board 1a 
&1•1•«-•r .. n be alow, 

I'D the -'Ule, lt ••- to • that t here are ..nata t aatur.a of our 
ooab1Ded prov-e ""lob, lt the7 are all ... d to atu4 =-4ltled, • • t lead 
to a .tad1reotl.011 lDdaat&e'D tort, three ot r ••...,..•• ot -t&rlala u4 
lactaetrtal oapaolty whloh w ou 111 attor4, I thl'DI< I ou beat lllaatrate 
-.:1 11Mll1J1S b7 tall:las u ....... 1•• the ... blae4 pro4ll0tl01l prosr-a or ta'DI<a 
ud ot ball -.t.tlOD, 

Ooar o01lb1De4 ta'DI< prot;r- tor 011• mae t oar t~ all ... ter the prMIIO• 
tlon 1D the liDlted lt&t&a ot •- thirty oae thoaau4 Upt t:aDU u4 tort, 
tl .. tho ... &Dd •4la &D4 h .. 'l)' t&DII:I, JD t he lJD1te4 IUJI~, the proctaotl• 
will be eleftD th0111&Dd of all tn-•• !he to~ -• to •- alchty -
thoaeu4 ta'DI<a, whlob I u &4'f11&4 ww14 be a uttloleDt to equip •- two bom<IH4 
-.4 41ftalOIIO ot two Wo tl .. tuk1 a&ob with 011& h;uo4ra4 par O&Dt .......... , 
!hla .,...., to .. to be • pronal• oa a aMl• oat of all prapertl• to ·~ 
thl~ that .tpt be bP""Cht to be&J' OD the ....,. 1D alJIItMa tll'ty * .... • 
It ••• of o..,..N, -••aary tor " ' to tls blsll tarpte lD the e&rlJ ~·• 
ao u to pt ,....,.atlOD ....-1a« 011 a cr-t eoala, ........ Mt - ..... , .. tba 
tl•• -· .. oOD14, with a 4ftD"'Po Mrnblaa oar tarpte..,.. al-lrt I'D 
_. ettorta to r ... h to toe cr•t a belcllt, .. _, w ll •xball•t u a taa ...,.. 
t1 ty ot oar re-J'O••, ' 

J. fluother etfeot ef eettlac the tarpt1 ot the aala 1 tau ot "''Dl)IIMat 
toe' blsh 11 that ... PJ1111111C ell&· h then ealau1ate4 la propartloa, ,.r .....,1., 
the liDlted ltatee pro4DetlOD 111 alDet- tort7 thrN ot ball -l"OD will he 
&boat W..ty thoaMA4 al1ll011 roaDda of all oaU'"•· !bat ot the lllllt&4 111114• 
will be •-t W'O t-I&D4 aillloa rCIIID41, ~H!'ftllS that the ODtlJ'O .. ,.114ltve 
at ball -ltloa b7 oar J.r-:r 1'D the •U4le ... t, tr• the beclB'DC of the 
_,.to.,_ pJ'OieDt date, 11 Uttle -· t'MD M -- .tllln....,... aa4 
1 hrl'DC tllat the totel e.,..Utare of the -.ou ..,....u...,. ,. .... ll 
the laat .... wu ar-d oa• U.oaMA4 .tllloa r-u, l t wn14 ~*at ft 
are .all:ias pronlloa oa a ... 1. ,.,..oh 11 a ltopt!IOJ' toe la't'lall, 

1 brlnr. U.eaa -ttera to 7<JUr attntlOD "-•• of -:r .met,. that , lf 1'Dtlate4 
d-4• are chon tull reiD. n ahall o.-te tor oaJ'Ielwa -•••&rJ dlttlnltlee 
lD the prftillOD of ,.., aterlale ud lactaatrlal oapulty, u4 ahall be -­
euu,. ourtalUD~ oar ,...r to ellp&ll4 the pre4aatiOD ot auoh 't'l~ ~-
u eeoort ... aaela, ablpe, IUid alJ'oratt, ot wbloh lt 11 alMet lapoeal'ble to haw 
too a&DJ• 

1 .. ,...dy to • ...,.rate ln aD7 -.y 7ou _ ,. thl'DI< deelr&ble ll aerft:lalll .. 
oar prog·-• ao aa to reotlty thoae aa~l•a ""lob •7 edn u 4 10 u te 
-r• that oap o- b1ae4 re•.,..••• will be •M4 to tile beat &4wllt&p. 

-

. ' , 02 19 
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Received at the War Department Meuage Center 
Room 3441 Muniliona Bldr .. Waahin,ton, D.~· 

CCWD 

__,o .... ~ t..,.1R._.z..__ M. ~ 

To THE PRESIDENT CF '!'HE I!NJTED STATES 

No. 157, Ootober 5, 1942 

-- Fomer Naval. ~l'llon to President peraooal. and 

I have j Wit recabed the telegran 1m:Decl1.atel7 tollOlling 
frao stalin. It eaema to me that 1n addUion to Velvet we ought 
to 11ab a desperate et!ort to 11111et him as tar aa poedbla and 
include tbe pranbe 1n our impending telegram about P Q 19, 
Tbia b becc.tng urgent now as ·much unloading has t o be done 
and aesembl.y o! P Q ships complicates sauwhat Torch, Should 
be moat grateM to hear !rom you at earliest. JD.liot, 'llho 
1a 1n great form, wa.s w1 th 11111 last night together w1 t h Eisen­
hower and the American Eagle, 

· .. 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Br l tleb 
Govt. , State Dept . tal., 3_29_

72 
B7 R. B. Pub IIIIH MAY 5 1972 
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Received at the War Department Mesaagc Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Blda .. Wuhinaton, D. C. 

_,02"""17......,Z _ _.M. ) 
I 

From: _ __ __,LO=NDO= N.,_ ____ _ _ 

~ 
CopiujUTnislttd 01 IUI!ed: 

To THE PRESIIIENT aP THE IDIITED STATFS 

No. l$8, October $, l91l2 

Fol'IDIIr Naval Peraon to Preai.dent personal aDd .... 
Following is text of telegram t:raD Stalin referred to in 11q 

No. 1$7. Begins. 

1. I have to infonn :you tbat the situation in the 
St•Hngrad area deteriorated sinoe the begi.nnin& of September. 
1be Ge:t'JIWUI nre ab1e to concentrate in thia area great re­
s erves or aviation aDd in this ~ managed to secure superiority 
in tho air in the ratio two to one. We had not enOUgh tigbttr-a 
tor the protootion of our foroes from- the air. Even the bravut 
troope are helpless 1f they lack the air protection. 11'e more 
particlllllr:Q- require Spitfires aDd Uracobraa. I told &bout 
all that in great detaU to llr. Wandell 11'Ulkia. 

2. The ships with arms arrived at Arohans-1 aDd are 
baing unloaded. 'l'bis 1a a great help. In vin bonvar of the 
eoaroity of tonna.ge 1ra would be prepared temporary to forego 
11011111 tcmas of aaaiatance aDd in this n:r to reduce t.be aount 
of tonnage necessary if there would be secured t he increased 
number of the fighter aircraft, We would be prepared temporary 
t o forego our claima <n tanka and artUlery equipoant it Great 
Britain and the tJ8A could llllPP:Q- ua with eight hundrad fighters 
a month ( approx:imate:Q- Great Br1 tain three hundred and t he USA 
ti.va hundred). Such a help would be more affective aDd 1rould 
iJDprova position at the front, 

) , The information o·f :your intelligence to the effect 
that Germany manufactures not more than thirteen hundred ccmb&t 
macbinas a month 1a not oontirmad by our sources. Accordin& to 
our into:noati on tJJe German a:irera!t works together nth tba 1rcrlca 
in the occupied eountriaa eng~ad in m•k1ng of airora!t parts 
are producing not leas than twenty five hundred combat I!Wlbi.naa 
a 111onth. 

Pr:l.me. 

RIORADID UMCLASSrFIID bJ Brltlab 
Oovt., Stato Dept. tel., S-29-72 
87 R. H. Parb Datt, 

-~A~c~t~io~n~Co~p~y--~---~~==--==·~-~.~.~~-~~ 
mAY 51972 
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, CABI.<'.GBAM 

R-eceived at the War Dcpartmc:nt Meeace Cc.ntrr 
3441 Munitiont Blda .. Wuhinaton, D. C. 

October 7, 1242 

OJI.TI M. 

:n Embass y London 

To The President of the United States 

No . 159, October 1, 191.2. 

Prime Uinis ter to President Personal. and Q · 
Your No. one eight nine. There ia no possibilit y of 
letting PQ nineteen sail in successive groups with 
reduced eecorte as you sueeest. I append a note by 
the Admiralty on this subject. Neither can the fact 
that the Convoy is not eailing be concealed fr~ the 
Russians any longer. llaiaky is already aware of the 
position, though not officially informed and I expect 
ha has let Stalin know the general prospect. We are pre­
parins ten ahipe to aail individually during the Oct oO<Ir 
dark . "r.ley are all jlritiah abipe for which the crews will 
have to voluntee1'> the dangers being terrible and thier 
sole hope if sunk far from help being Arctic clothing and 
such heating arrangements o.a can be placed in lifeboats. 
Absolutely nothing else i s pos sible unless you are able 
to help by providing some American ships for independent 
sailing efter Noveml>er nine should experience have proved 
that the chances are sufficiently good. 

2. I believe that the blunt truth is beat with 
stalin but that there baa been advantage in the delay of a 
fortnight in telling him, 11h1ch you proposed. I feel 
s trongly he should be told now. 

J, With regard to velvet nothing can move before 
the Battle in Egypt . There is dancer that the Germane Will 
pull tbier Air Force off Russia, and turn it on to Egypt . 
There ie &leo the pr obability that they Will be forced 
anyway to turn a large proportion on to Torch. But although 
we cannot be definite about an early date it seems to me 
that we could be oore definite as to the composition of the 
Force than in the wording which you suggest for paragraph nine . 
ll'e have tor weeks bad the exact c<mposit.ion of the twent{ 
Squadrons planned out subject to your concurrence and he. p. 
I should like to state the actual detail of the Force and 
the time required for it t o move and cane into action. 

' 

R!GRADID UNCLA88IFIID by Briti ah 
Qo"t I Hate Dept t el I a ~~~ 13 

""" "-"!' -··v:rc.a• ... u.. t MJI •• ·~ . . ..... uuk;'·a. B. Park• J)eU 
;, .. 
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Received at the War Departooent Message Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldg .. Wuhington. D. C. 

To __________________________ _ 

No. 159, October 7, 1942· 

_____ M. 

Page TWO 

The wording I should suggest we use to Stalin is in my 
immediately following telegram. 

4. I am puzzled to !mow "What message Admiral 
Standley is bringing home to you, biit I cannot believe 
it threatens a separate peace. So far the Russian 
Campaign has been very adverse to Hitler, and though they 
are angry with us both they &rl! by no means in despair . 

5. If therefore we offer Velvet as now defined, 
plus increased aircraft deliveries and the individual · 
ships on the PQ Route, I trust this will be sufficient to 
bridge the gap before Torch opens. Appendix . Note by 
Ailmiralty: 

about 
l. Arrangements already to s ailj ten ships from 

I celand (C) durin{l dark period twentyeighth October to 
eighth November. These wuld sail singly at about two 
hundred mile intervals with occasional larger gaps and 
rely on evasion and dispersion, 

2. We had already com1idered sailing :~mall groups 
with weak escort but in our viEI'If t here is no half wey 
ootween independent sailings end fighting through with full 
escorting Forces. 

3, Our reasons aret (A) Possibilities of evasion 
are slight as German Air Reconnaissance for North Russian 
Convoys is very intensive and anything in the nature of 
a group of ships would be continually shadowed. (B) A 
group 1e more likely to dra-« attack by enemy surface vesl!els 
which are s t ill waiting in t heir Northern Anchorages. 
(C) Anything short of full covering support invites disaster 
both to the Group and Naval ~orces. {D) To send a total 
of forty :~hips ~ groups of two or three ehips With two 
or three escorts would employ as many escorts aa were 

-

RJ:GRADED_ Ul!CLASSIFII:D by Br! Ueh 
Govt., State Dept. tel . , 3-29-72 
By R. H. Parks DatfAY 510..,? 
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~eceived at the War Department Message Center 
Room 3441 Munitions Bldr .. Waahinrton, D. C. 

____ M. 

Fr&m. _____________ _ 

Copies iurnislud (U n.oted: 

To ________________________ __ 

No. 159, October 7, 1942. Page THREE 

required for PQ eighteen. Torch ie absorbing evecy 
available craft. 

4. The voyage in anythinc but a fully escorted 
Convoy ie so hazardous that it ehould be only undertaken 
by volunteers 'Who clearly under:.tand the risk. The 
chance of crewe of stricken ehipe surviving When they 
take to tbbir boate is remote. 

---

1\EG!\t.Dl!.~ U' ~LASSIFIED bf Br!tiob 
Govt., St~te Dopt. tel. , 3-29- ?2 
By R. B. l'&rka Date MAY 5 1972 

Action Copy 
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CABLEGRAM 'IIDCC 

WAR DEPARTMENT 
HEADQUARTERS, SERVICES OF SUPPLY 

OP'PICE OP' TH.E CHIEF .IGNAL OP'Picmt 

WASHINGTON, D . C. 

October 7, 1942 
l658Z 

Fromt London 

Tot The President of t he United St~tes 
The White House 

Number 160 from London October 7, 1942 xxx-c 

,_ ..... , From Former Naval Person to President, " 6 and pereonal, 

Thi s is what I ~uggeat we send to Premier Stalin, 

Para 1. We s~.ll attack. in Egypt towarda t he end of thil month 
• 

and Torch will beai~ . ~arly in Novsnber. The effect~ of these oper~tions 

must be either- A to oblige the Germans to aend' air and land foroes 

to counter our :nove 1 B t o compel them to aocopt·.the. new position 

created by our success, which would then create a div~rsion by tho 

threat of att ack against Sicily and the south of Europe. 

Para 2. Our attack in Egypt will be in good force . Torch will 

be a ·heavy operation in wnioh, apart from the United State~ Nav,y, two 

four zero British warships and more than half a million ,men wil l be 

engaged. This is all rollin'g' fo.....:..rd irrevocably, 

Para ~ . Should these affairs prosper, we will begin to aend 

Korth aa soon aa they o~ be disen&~ged from the battle in Egypt 

the folloWing air foroea - Britiaht nine fighter eq~drons five bomber 

United State•• one heavy bombardment group one traneport 

Thia Allied force wolld operate under the etrategio control 

... 

RIGRADZD DNCLASSIPliD by Britiab 
Gou. • State Dept. tel. • 8-29-72 
., •· s. Puu nat," 

. Mlo\T 5 19/Z 
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• WAR DEPARTMENT 
HEADQUARTERS, SERVICES Of' SUI'I'I. Y 

Qpp-fC:C OP THE CHIW7 810NAL. OP'I"Ic:mt 

WASHIN<JTON, 0. C. 

Page 1j2 of llurnbor 160 from London October 7, 1942 JOCX-0 

ot the Soviet lligh Collmllld. It should be able to to.ke station on )'Our 

southern flank ear 1)' in the n"" )'e&r. 

Para 4. In the letter which Mon3ieur ~isk)' delivered to me 

on tho fifth of Vctober, )'ou asked for a groat increase i.n tighter 

aircraft supplied to Russia br thi s country and the United Statoa, 

We will send you u soon aa possible by the Persian Gulf route one 

five tero Spitfireo , with the equivalent or fifty more 1n tho fo~ or 

ay~rea to be sent as they bee~e available, aa a special reinforcement 

which we cannot repeat . This special reinforcement is ovor and above 

the protocol supplies by the Northern route so tar ao it can bo used. 

Tho Unitftd States will send you (to be filled in by Pr esident Roosevelt). 

Para 5. 1 -s greatly relieved that ao large a proportion of 

the last convoy reached Archangel safely. Tbie succeaa was a chined 

only because no lesa than seventy seven warships ware employed on the 

operation. !laval protoctioo will be impoaaible until the end or the 

' year, A• the neoeoaary eacorta are withdrawn from Torch they can again 

be made available in northern watero. 

Par& 6. Neverthel.eaa, we intend in the meanwhile to do our beat 

to send you auppliea by the northern r oute by 108ana ot abipo oailed 

independently instead or in oacortod convoya. Arrangement• have boon made 

RIGRADED UNCLASSIPI!D by Brltis'b 
Oovt. , State Dept. tel., 3_29_72 17 a. H. Paru .Date.. 

mAY 5 1972 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 
HEAOQUAR'Il:RS, SERVICES OF SUPPLY 

o,.,-aca OP' THE CHI£1'" SIGNAL OI"P'Iat:JIIl 

WASHINGTON, O. C. 

Page 13 of Number 160 from London October 7, 1942 XXX-C 

t o sail about ten ships from Iceland d\lrin& the moonless per iod twenty 

e.i&!'th October to eighth November, The ships will sail eingly, at about 

two hundred mile intervalo, with occasional l~rger gaps, and rely on 

evasion and dispersion. 

Para 7, We hope to resume the flow of supplies in strongly 

escorted convoys from Januar~ 1943. 

Para 8. It would or course greatly help both you and us if the 

Germans could be denied the use of airfields in Northern Norway, Ir 

your st arro could make a good plan t he President and I would at once 

examine tho possibility of cooperating up to the limit of our ability, 

Prime 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Brit i sh 
Govt. , State Dept. t el. , 3-29-72 
By R. H. Parks Data 

MAY 51972 
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tiled 5 tl7 P/7 
JIIW 

From• 

Tot 

~\ \ d WAR DEPARTMENT 

London 

HEADOUARTI:RS. SERVICES Of SUPPLY 
OP'P'IC£ OP' THE CHIEJI' SIGNAL OP'P'ICER 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 

.. October 7, 1942 
16M Z 

~ 
The Preoident of the Uriited States 

The White Houee 

Nuober 161 from London October 7, 1942 XXX·C -
Former lla.val Person to President per aont.l a.nd q Your 

190. 

Bracken tells me tha.t when he hea.rd of the Chicago Tribune's 

proposal he told some of the Amer ioa.n correspondent• that the Miniotry 

of Information would not allow McCormick to publish &ny paper in Eng• 

land on the-ground that the .Chicago Tribune ha.d done everythin~; in 

ita power to injure the oause of the United Nations. No official 

a.pplica.tion for facilities has yet been made·. When it ia McCormick 

will be told that no opportunity will be given to him to reproduce in 

England the lieo a.nd misrepraeentatione whioh are the staple of the 

Chicago Tribune's editorial policy. 

Braken told Eisenhower yeaterday that every pooaible facility 

will be given to the American ~ if it will produce a daily paper 

for the American Troops. 

Prime 

. ' 

RIGRAD!D unCLASSIFI ED b7 B~ittah 
GoYt., Stu~e Dept . tel., 1-29-72 
87 a. B. Parka Daw MAY 5 1972 
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WAR DEPAR'Mi::~T CODE CEN'ri>R 

.-

FR<ll : LOJJllON ENGLAND 

Fruro : d!:'I'OBEl! 

1243 A!.! 

. ~ 

TO: THE PRESIDENT OF TilE UII!TSD STATES 

HUI.!BER: 162 

.,, l?h2 

. . 

..... ~~ 
• 

Fonner !laval Parson to President Personal and ---., 

I send you. three t elegrams, A1 B1 and C about "Aspidist ra". 

Please lot me know whether you like tho idea of preparing 

one or moro r ocords which can be released and r eiterated as 

ci.reumstances r equire. When the situation allOlfS it. I hope 

to CODe along QYSelf, 

PRIJ.!E 

REGRADED UMCLASSIFIED by Britto~ 
Govt., Stene Dept. tel., ll-::?9-71 411'11i 
B)' R. B. Parka Da\e IIA'r :I '" r: 

023u 
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WAR DEPARTl.!E!lT CODE CEUTER 

Fm D: OCTOBER .7 , 1942 

217 All 

FRO'.: : Lo:!DO!! i!:llGLAt:D 

TO: THE PRESIDENT OF THE UiliTED STATES 

lrotJBER: 16 3 

Former 11aval Person to President Personal andt••ll••~· 

l!y telegrlll:l number one :;ix t7.o, FollO'.rl.n6 is "A" . Use~O! 

~spidistra for 11T6r<:h11 • Part one 

1 . The use or Aspidistra will form an intefli'al part of the 

eeneral. plan of political warfare for Tor<:h . 

2. Aspidiatra at full jl(1i<er produces a r.dnir.rum of five 

hundred lrti and surpasses the po7oer or any kn<r.m broadcasting 

transmtter in 3\lrope. Even so it cannot be relied upon to 

reach either unoccupied France or llorth Africa with sufficient 

intcllicibility oxoept between scvontoen point zero zero hours 

and zero five point thirty hours (GMT) . Therefore from zero 

to ;er o plus s1.xteon hours the successful di.sseo1.nation of the 

President's proclaoation and of other urgent inforoation will 

depend on leaflet dropping b·· the llAF over unoccupied France 

am over tlorth Africa by Catal.inas and !iudsons based on Gibraltar 

nnd by the fleet air am. Part t wo , 

_.. ) , S1.nco the construction of Aspidistra is flexibl e , en-



.. t 

. : 
- 2-

abl ing rapid changes to be made in '~pproximately fift een min-

utes from one medium wave length to any of six, and in view of the zero 

hour selected for the operation, the f ollowing pl an for use on 

D- Day is proposed. (A) Object: to provide the maximum listening 

public in France and North Africa with :bhe informati on best 

calculated yo assist Torch. (B) Method: On D-Dey, beginning two 

hours before the peak listenin~: period, that is at about nineteen 

point zero zer? hours (~~T) , and subseRuentl y at select ed intervals 

throughou~ th<l night, as Aspidistra Will come in alongside specially 

seJ:ected VichY contr olled wavel ength's , .thus achieving the maximum 

surprise at the most advantageous mo4ent . 

··. 

PRlME 

REGRADED UHCLASSH >iJ by D1 · ;,,, 
Govt . , State Dept . tel ., S-29-72 
B7 R. B. Parka lla&e MAY 

5 1972 
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\1AR DEPA!!TL!EIIT COD~ CENTER 

FILED: :ocTOBER 7 , 1942 ' 

217 AlA 

FROA: LONDON EllGLAND 

TO: THE PR:!:SIDSJ.IT OF TilE U!IITED STAT!"...S 

1/U.:BER: 161. 

Fonner llaval Person to Pres1clent. Personal and ....... 

My t.elogr<r:~ number one six t.wo . Following is 11811 • 

The r ecords should be made , 1! possible, on RCA cuttinc 

machine at thirtythree point one slant three RRI not , seventy-­

eight. The loneth of the records must not exceed ten minutes 

and the records themselves shoul d be cut preferably from centre 

outwards;· The talks should be in French, and the records should 

be T.lade on alUJ:!inium base to avoid hazard fran breakage in transmit. 

ey air. 

PRD.IE 

Sl~·ED by BntUh 
REGRAD£D UNCLAS ' ' l 3-29-71 
Govt. • State Dept. ~~"If 51972 
111 a. H. Park• '"""" 
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WAR DBPARTIIEtn' 

CODB CEtn'Bit 

Dat e OCTOBER 8 , 19hi:' 

Y1- 01'28 Z 

To THE PRESmEI\T OF THE UNITED STATE;$ 

KUIIber.:......,;l::;t>>'5 __ - --- Dated OCTOBpl_].! ..:1:..:9~4L=· - --

Former Naval Person to President personal and 

~ 1.\Y telegram m.unber one six two . Following 

is "C". 

Reference ey telec;ram regardinc loud '.'iT trans­

r:litter for Torch . I should be very gratefUl if you 

would kindly arrange for inunediate priority for t he 

delivery of six t ubes type eiBht sevent y dash A, manu­

factured by the General Electric Corporation of America. 

They are urcently reqUired as essential spares for t he 

maintenance of the instrument and should t e f l own oyer 

~t the earliest possible moment. 

Pr1me 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Dri t t eh 
Govt., Sta~e Dept. t el . , 3-29-72 
By R. H. Parks Daia f#,J\'{ 5 ,972 

Received in ~P Room 
t.t ll100 P. " ., Oct 7 
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coo• CDTBll 

l"roa on 

To The Preaident of t he United States 

•uaber._.J..QI:...._ _ _ _ _ _ __ Dated 

To the President ••••• and personal . 

l. I have deepatched telegra:n t o Premier Stalin. 
Exact text. is 1n ey immediately following telegr8lll. 
All the suggestions contained 1n your No one nine two have 
been adopted. 

a. You did not fill in the blank i n paragraph f our 
of roy No one s ix zer o. I have t herefore used the following 
words in my telegram to Premi er St al1n:- 11f'r esident Roosevel t 
will cable separatel y about United St ates contribution"'• 

Prime 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIID by Br 1t18b 
Govt ., State Dept . tel., 8-29-?a 
By l\. B. Paru Dak auy 

. 111ft 5 1972 

. . 

023 5 



, 
LCR 4 

WAR DEPARTIIENT 

CODE CENTEB 

• 

;"iled 122,/ 8 
AR 

Date October 8, 1942 

"r1- 12!.0 z 

To The President of The United States 

IJuaberc __ lJ.!06u7 _ _ ___ ____ Dated_~OciX~ ~ .... ). . ..,94,..2~---

From Former Naval Person to President and 
personal. Following is text referred to in para one of rrry 
iJ!Inediately preceding telegram: Prime Minister to Premier 
Stalin. 

\Ve shall attack in Egypt towards the end of this 
month and "Torch" will begin early in november. The eff ect 
of these operations muat be either (A) to oblige the German!! 
to send air and land forces to counter our move1 or (B) 
to compell them to accept the new position created by our 
success, which would then create a diversion by the threat 
of attack against Sicily and the south of Europe. 

Our attack in Egypt will be in good force. 11Tocch" 
\Till be a heavy operation in which, in addition to the U S 
Navy, two four ~ero British warships and more than half a 
million men will be engaged. This is all rolling fol"Yiard 
irrevocably. 

The President and I <!l"B anxious to put an Anglo- Altleri­
can Air Force on your soutl}ern flank and operate it under 
the :strategic control of the Boviet High COIIIlland. This force 
would consist of the following: British: Nine fig)lter squadrons 
five banber squadrons. U~t~d ~tates:one heavy bombardment 
group, one transport group. Orders have been issued by us . 
to ..,semble this force and take their station so that they 
would be available for cOmbat early in the new year. 14ost of 
this force will come from Egypt as soon as they can be dis­
engaged from the battle there, which we believe will be 
successful on our part. 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Briti sh 
Govt ., State Dept. tel., 3-29-?i 
By R. H. Parlto Dato :flAY 5 197? 
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Number 167, October-a, 1942 (Page 2) 

In the l etter which Monsieur l!aisky delivered to me 
on the fifth October, you asked for a great increase in 
fighter aircraft supplied to Russia by this country and the 
United States. We will send you as soon as possible by the 
Persian Gulf Route, one five zero Spitfires, with the equiva­
l ent of fifty more in the form of spares to be sent as they 
become available, as a special reinforcement which lte cannot 
repeat. This special reinforcement is over and above the 
protocol supplies by t he Northern Route eo far as it can be 
used. President Roosevelt will cable separately about the 
United States contributi on. 

I was greatly relieved that so large a proportion of 
the last convoy reached Archangel safely. This success was 

- achieved only because no les s than seven seven warships were 
employed on the operation. Naval protection will be im­
possible until our impending operations are completed. As 
the necessary escorts are withdrawn from Torch they can again 
be made available in Northern waters. 

Nevertheless, we intend in the meanwhile to do our 
best to send you supplies by the Northern Route by means 
of ships sailed i.ddependently instead of in escorted convoys. 
Arrangements have been made to sail ships from Iceland during 
the Moonless Period twenty eighth October to eighth November . 
Ten of ours are preparing in addition to 'What the Americans 
will do. The ships will sail singly, at about two hundred 
mile intervals, with occasional larger gaps, and rely on 
evasion and dispersion. 

We hope to resume t he flow of supplies ·in strongly 
escorted convoys from January nineteen forty three , 

It would of course greatly help both you and us if 
the Germaru! could be denied the use of airfields in Northern 
Norway. · If your staffs could make a good plan the President 
and I would at once examine the possibility of cooperation 
up to the limit of our ability. 

Prime 

tu..\.1:1.'\U .... ~o~ U~ .... LASSI FUiD by Sl•' ~' qt 
Govt., -t~ te Dept. tel ., 3-~~-~~ 
By R. li. Parka _ !la'o MAY 5 '"' 
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• IAR DBPAilTIIIRT 

CODI CDTill 

• 
Dat• .()..QIQBER 18 , 1942 __ _ __ _ 

YJ.M 5,45 P.!l. 

Fl"oa -~SSY, LONDON------------ -----

To PRESIDEliT OF THE UNITED STATES 

FOR!.IBR NAVAL P~RSON TO P~ESIOEIIT PERSONAL AND ~ 
I AU PERTURBED BY THE ONE HUNDRED OCTANE POSITION. DEMA!IDS 

INCREASE AND STOCKS DDUNISH. YOUR AllJTHORITIES ARE CO!ISIDERI NO 

PROPOSALS TO I IICREASE PLANT CAPACITY BEYOIID PRESEIIT PROCRA!Jl!E 

AND TO ACCELERATE PLANT CONSTRUCT I Oil ALREADY ffiiDER VIAY. THIS 

IS NECESSARy TO !.!EET DEMANDS ON A BASIS AGREED BY YOUR AIR STAFF 

AIID OURS. CAN YOU HASTEN A FAVOURABLE DECISION AND SO EASE OUR 

ANXIETIES ABOUT THE U K, EGYPT AND INDIA 

Reeei veO 1 n l!o.p Room 
2 :05 P'~• E'll'l' , Oct 18 

PRDIE 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED 
Govt. , State De t b7 Britlnb 
B1 a. a. Para P • i:l., a-2i-7.a 

~AY 51972 

·-
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!fAR DEPARTMENT 

CODE CE!ITE!l 

e __ _:..:=.::..::::.....:;:=.;,__; •• _. -\{if\' Dat October 21, 1942 ~ 
1'1- 1220 z 

k'r 0111 London, England - ···-·--
To The President of the United States 

l'lumbe:r. -=:16::.<9 __ _ 

For President from Former Naval Person ......... and Per-

sonal. 

I am convinced that the danger of offensive action by the 

French Fleet in the J.!editerranean would be markedl;y reduced by 

• 
the showing of the American Flag by United States Warships inside 

the Mediterranean, particularly in view ·or the recent develop­

ments 'Which the American Eagle is now testing. 

The attachment of four American Destroyers to the British 

Naval Units inside the Mediterranean would be enough. They would 

be replaced in the American Atlantic Flotilla by corresponding 

number of British Destroyers, and should not be required for more 

than four or five days . 

I am sure that the administrative and command difficulties 

of this arrangement could easily be overeom&, even at this late 

hour, and I beg you to give the matter your personal attention. O.Jfl"' 
Cunningham would like it. 1("-

R!GRADID UNCLASSIP'Il:D by Bri tteb PRil!E 
Govt. , State Dept. tel . , 3_29_72 By R. B. Parke Da~e 

- .- ,.... MAY 5 1972 

~ 
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jJ-11-' I!Aa DEPAnTMEJIT 

CODE CENTER 

• 
Date --~· 121.2 ·-­

'ri- 0100 z 
~·, OOl- _LONDON 

'fo 7'11& PRESIDM OF THE UNITED STATES 

Num.hor 170 Dated __ _,Oc""l<9w_2·q.4,_, ...Ll:t.9l"''2:._ __ 

Former Naval Person to President personal ~ 

The Battle in Egypt began tonight at eight P.ll. London 

time. The whole force of the ArJv Will be engaged. I Will 

keep you informed. A victocy there Will be most fruitful to our 

main enterprise. All the Shermans and one zero five s . B. ' • 

llhicb you gave me on that dark Tobruk morning Will play their 

part. 

Reco1ved at 2150 , E7IT 
Oct . 23 , 1942 in !.la p Room . 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Brltleb 
Govt., State Dept. tel., 8-2i-7& 
B7 a . .11. Paru »a" MAY 

51972 
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Vi/\H DEPARTMENT 

CODE CENTER 

Date -~r 24, 1942 

1'1- 0107 z 

~·rmn ~LO~NDO~!!!N _______ _ _ 

T•> __J')!E PRESIDENT .m:...1J:!E.__UNI!!l!.I.ATED&!J!I.....IilSe~.TA~Ti.J:&'?IW.. _ _ . _ _______ _ 

NUIO!bar_]..1l._ _________ ___ Dat ed ___ .Qc.tllbm' . . 2411,,....J1.:;;9:~~!12~---

Fomer Naval. Person to PreiJi.dont private ~ 

I am delighted that Mrs, Roosevelt has arrived safely, though 

ahe was delayed by weather for two days at Foynes. lly wife and I 

are looking fo:;ward so much to her .com:lng at tho week end. Thank 

you indeed for the l etter which she brought me from you. I an 

convinced that better days are coming in. I am pressing Smuts to 

go to you. He has been a great help here and is, I believe, one 

of the finest men in the world, 

Re r ei ved e. t 21!;0 , E'.''T , 
Oct. 25, 1912 i n •lap l!oom. 

.. 

REGRADED uNCLASSIF IED by Briti sh 
Govt. • State Dept. tel., 8- 29-72 
By R. a. Parka Date MAY 5 1972 
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FrN,: :rime 
Tn: 'l'be ! res i,dent of the United States 

October 24, 1c42. 

Former Navnl !'e1·son to "'ro.qident 1 ersonal ond -.. 
Number one seven two. 

You have seen my massacre to Stalin which I sent you 
for your concurrence and disi-atcbed on the eight October 
(our series meS88i8 number one six seven). There is also 
the telegram you sent him quoted i n your number one nine 
three to me. 

On the Sflmo day that I sent my l ong telegram I sent 
o short one to him itnrartinp: n 1 ieee of secret nOYJS , On 
the thil•teen october I received the somewha t CrYl tic 
ansvi!l'r "thanl: you" . Otherwise I have bad no res1 on<Je . 

e asked our .. ml:>assador to which teleeram tbe "t~ok 
you" re~erre<l . ~lolotovs , rivat<> c;ecretary thoueh re1 eated­
ly rOMIOd has riven an eva~>ive Anl'wer . But l!AiAky has• 
llow inclicated in rosrnnse to on in<lirect tnt~uiry tllat he 
l'OCDI'cltl Stnlin" l'C)ly as referring to the lonr.er message , 
llavo !'''" hacl ony nn,..wer to yma· mossar,e quoto(l ln yom· 
one 1):\no throe. 

' Uesnwhilo fourteen days have rassed and nc- 1rogress 
ba'l heen nade in the necec;sary arrall{:e.,ents '"itb the 
Russinn« for choo,.inp: landinc ~rounds etc to en~hle our 
twt>nty squa<'ron"' to ta•·e stRtion on the r.usr.ian southern 
fla nY in Janunry . Wor baYe •• recet ye• aay at from 
liMcow on th<> othe,. port s of the message nffoctJ.nc the 
h\ln<h·etl nn1l fifty 1lus equivnlent a) are ~ artr, of fifty 
:.l)l t flres offorod hy us all JWI11lting cannon crun.; , 

Ln«tly ••o are Elenrline broth of us our 'lhiJ s in the 
d11rl· 1 ~'riocl of October by the Arctic r ou t e h<>l in~ to !"et 
n good .,any throu~rh to l.!urmansh or ..rchangel. Yet this 
e£fort on "Ul' 1 nrt entail"' 11 corutiderable Rmuoian move­
mont of aircraft nnd subnarinoq to holr the"" bl'OVP shit e 
l tl , ... 

n6GRADID UHOLASSIPIID bJ Brttilh 
Go•t., State Dept. tel . , a-ae-?a 
B7 a. !1. Pulra Date MAY 

s T9n 

Reoe!Ye<l in ).'a, Roam 
0~50 f.\'11 Ootober 24 
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Page 2 No 172 from rri~e October 2~, 1~42 . 

• 
• • 

t\R I '!ay I havt' received nuthing but this cry) tic 
· " t henl< you" . Baffling as a ll this is we 1\re 1 ersevering 

because of the '~1 lendid fighting of the RusRian armies , 
I wonder Whether ft nything has occurred inside t he Sovie t 
Anima l to m~ke i t 1mrossibl e for Stalin to give an effect­
ive r o1 l y . I t may be that t ho Russ i an army has acquh •lld 
a new footing in tho Soviet moohine , Al l t his chatt e1· 
about 1111ss may be another s ym1 tom. I am :frankl y 1 er1 la~~ 
and would he grateful for your thoughts at the earliest 
moment because time is rassing , 

Signed Prime 

·, 

• 

• 

. . 

• . . ' 
• 

. . • 

' • 

.. ' ' 
• 

• 

RIGRADID ONOLASSIFIID bT Br1tlol 
Govt ., State Dept. tel. , &· 2i-72 
87 11. B. Puu JlaMt., •y • ... 

' •• • • 

/lUI 5 19/2 
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' I'IAl': DEP/.1\'l'MEh"'T 

CODE CENTER 

Dat e October 25, 1942 

FYOBI London, E:ngland 

To The Presi dent of The Un~i:!t:::e~d~St!:a~t::;e~s:_ ___ _________ _ 

Nu~tber_ill ____ , ·-----··- · Dated October _g§1 • . .1:.9:!.42!L ___ _ 

Former ~!aval person to President personal and ,_, 

I havo seen Uonsieur Boheman, the Swedish Secretary d~ah 
General, several times durin& his visit hore ~nd oonsider him 
a remarkable man: He virutally combines i~ Sweden the permanent 
~;u id.ance of the foreign office with a kind of secretaryshi p to 
the cabinet, He i s t horoughly well dash disposed to nur cause , 
though very guarded on account ·or the danger i n which Sweden 
lies. Jlo is now going to the United States •• and I trust you 
will find· an o~portunity of having a talk wit h hi~. 

I feel it most i mportant t hat Sweden shoulcl be in with us 
all before the .end, though the moment .for ·bring1nr; hAr in must 
be wisely chosen. 

Prime 

REGRADED IJNOLA 
Govt., State D!~iFI:D by British 
By R. H Park . el. • 3-29-72 

• 8 Date a. 
..JAY 5 1972 

,. 
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\'liiR DEPARTidENT 

COD£ CEM'l'ER 

Date OCTOBES 26. 

'l'i~~e 1255Z 

li'rom AMEMBASSY, LONDON ·----'"'=----------- --
To PRESIDENT OF THE U~!ITED STATES 

l'luttber 174 . Dated_QC_IOBK·L49., --Al9:2!4*'2~--

AND PERSQrlAL TO PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT FROIII 

THE FORMAL NAVAL PERSON . I HEAH THAT YOU WOULD PREFER 

TO OMIT FROJ..i THE BRITISH MESSAGE TO THE SPANISH OOVERN­

l!ENT A REFERE~CE TO THE PARTICIPATION OF BRITISH FORCES 

I N TORCH . 

I Al l SATI SFIED THAT IT I S IJ.!POilTANT TO I t\'FORJ.I BOTH THE 

SPANISH AND PORTUGUESE GOVERNI.<ENTS' OF BRITISH PAI~TICIPATION , 

I F ONLY TO RE!/.OVE ANY SUSPICIONS ABOUT THE OBJECT OF OUJ"l 

0'1/N CONCENTRATIONS AT OIBRALTE."q AND TO LEND FORCE TO THE 

ASSURANCES '/IE AHE GIVING TO THEU. THE CONSIDEHATIONS 'HHICH 

APPLY TO TllE HA;JDLING OF THE FRENCH DO NOT NEESSAHLY APPLY 

TO THAT OF THE SPANIARDS AND PORTUOUESE, FOR VIHI CI! YOU 

AGREED TP.A1' 1'/~ SHOULD 3E PTm!ARILY RESPONSIBLE. I 

-'!'HEi1B- VIILL BS""NO QUESTIO~: .OF eJUR·PUBLISHiflG THE FULL TEXT \(l 

OF OUJ"l DEC LAAATIONS TO SPAIN Al'-ID FUH'l'UGAL ON ZERO DAY. 

ALL THAT WE St!OULD I.:AKE PU!J LIC ;70UI£ BE 'fEE SUBSTANCE, 

OIIITTIKG ANY PASSAGES , SUCH AS TJIOSE ABOUT BTUTISH PAnT-
REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British 
Govt . , S\a~e Dept. tel., 3- 29- 72 

.....-R. B. Parke Dattfr!AY 5 19· 
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PAGE TWO, r:o . 174 TO PRESIDEI!T RCOSEVEJ,T 

ICIPATION •iliiCH WOuLD t!O':' JE r: ACCO!W itiT: I THE CENERJ..L 

LWE '/IS A-"1E BOTII TAKll'IG H! PlBLIC Il l TI'E FL'lST STAGE OF 

THE OP'.o.."1A 7I 0?' • 

;•IE s;IOULD OF COL'!'lSE SAY TO BOTP. SPAt!IA.:~DS AN:l PORTt;GUESE 

TEAl' -.'l/!AT ·.-rE TEI.L '!'liE' AilOUT OL"R SliAz1E I~ '!'l:E OPEAATIOII 

IS FOS ':'i::::n ST!UCTLY CotiFIDE;:'l'IAL I:!FORl.'A'Z'IOt: . 

I !!OPE T"t'.A~' :11711 THI~ E.'<PU.NATION YOU WILl, AGREE TO TEE 

HETE~TION OF 'C!-E OiUGI:lAL TEX'l' , TO ilhiCII 'liE ATTACH D.:­

POi~TA!\CE . 

Sll:ILA1 Cet\~l;.)hlWi'Ioi(S . ./J-'FLY 'lC A;;·. J.:E~GE ?0 DR . SALAZA.'1 . 

PRD.~ 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFilD b7 ! r lt• •h 
Govt. , State Dept. tel., 3_2~-~~ 
B7 R, .II. -Faru .DaM 

· MAY 5 197l 
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GODE CENTE R 

Dat e _,,_.Q.c.tQlll;r .ZZ . ...-1942-

'l'iae 1'100 Z 

l''x-o o11 _ _!,QY\9-0n - -· ·----. 

'l'o '!he Pres.iJlmt.. .. Qf_ t he HD.i.Lt.s::eJJcl-:>S-"'taA.Lt.~ee.::;s_· ___ __ _ 

Numbar 17 5..._ .... ·-- --.. - - . Dat ed _ Or, !;Qb.ec27. ,,......,.l..;z.94'112.__ _ _ 

For:ner Nava l Per s on t o Presi dent per sonal m d .. 

Irs Hoosevelt has I think enjo~•ed her firs t 
thr ee days i n En;,:: land . Sl<e s pent Sunday with us a t 
Chequers and went to see my Vli fe ' s Jo.iu terni ty Jiospi tal . 
She went 1'11. t h 1zy wi f e t oday a l ong r ound of women • s 
army servi ces . She seems ex t r emely \'/ell and 1n the 
~est of spiri ts . Ey orri cial engagements I suppose 
you mean cer e1.10nial a ffa irs . Thes e can be cut t o any 
ex t ent . ~ut ;.1rs Roosevel t has an i mr.lense prograr:une 
of of .ficia: l enr;a gements in the s ense of scheduled 
appoi ntments t o see t iline s . I have urged her to . · 
appl y t o me in any ca se wher e she want ed to have 
t hem cance lled or I'W.r ded off . I a l so urged t he 
i:nportance of keeping a good many days spar e so· t hat 
she could do whatever she .fP lt inclined . El liot 
came to luncheon Sunday . I will t el ec;raph at;ain i n 
a day or t wo . 

Pri me 

rt!cej vA ~ in 1'r p P.o<.'m 
J(l20 -:'';T , Octooor 27 

. ; 

ISD by Br ' " Fl 
~~GRADED U~CLASSIF tol 3-2~ -/i 
""' t l)&pt . . ., 
Govt. , Stll 6 k Data 
BY R . R. rar 9 

MAY 5197l 
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CLASSlPliD IIB8s.AOI 
Recei't'ed •t 

WAll DBPUT•DT CODK Clll'f£8 

• • 

Date : Octol>or 29 . 1942 
Vlled: 1050 Z 

PI'Oal _!01D<r.l EIIGLAIID 

To : THE PRESID.EllT OF THE UNin:D~TES 

Jlo. _:1~76~--------~Qc~t~obe~r-~~·-----1942 

Former Naval. Person to President Personal and­
Your number two zero three . I am deeply gratei'ul for your 

help. General. Al.exander has just· telegraphed that it is im­

possible to 'll'ithdraw this division. dur1nj: the battle. Later 

· on, if CUrtin insists, it. 'Ifill hav.; to go, but I tru:Jt y<¥>Jr 

telegram 'Ifill be decisive. . .. 
. . . 

PRDJE 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Briti~ 
Govt. , Sta te Dept . tel., 3-29-73 
By R. B. Parka Date MAY S IS?2 

~· 
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, Cl.ASSIFIIZ> .IUSUOI 

aecelYM at 
WAll DEPAllT11D1' COOl Clitta 

To The Propident of The United States 

No, ~ --~l7u7 ______ ~~~t~o~be~r~30t~hL, ______ t942 

1942 

To President Roosevelt from Fora10r Naval Person ~ and 
personal. 

Al.though I underst and t'rom l.!oWltabatten that t he plough 
scheme as originally conceived is not a practicable proposition 
thie winter, I am convinced that it is of the utmost importance 
that the develoP=ent and production or the vehicle should not 
be delqed. 

I am sure that even i! its employment is impossible in t he. 
·near fu ture , it is essential that every opportunit)' should be 
taken t o improve upon the present design eo that we shall be 
t'ul.l¥ prepared to grasp our opportunity when it occurs as it 
certainly will• 

Prime 

RIGRAD! D UNCLASSIFIID by Br itiab 
Govt ., State Dept. t el., 3-29-72 

Reeei ved i n ~.ap Room 
a t 9 :23 A!! , October 30 

By R. H. Parka Date 
MAY 5197Z 
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ft l'<'el•ed at 
11AB nEPAR1'11EMT COOE CE!!Tekt 

••. t.., : .octoba:c-30. ___ 1942 
•' ! led ,...J.91J...Z. _ _ ---

l' ro. : •.. Amel)!.b!!lJ.I!Y. !.on:ioll.,_ _ - ·- _ -· 

To : _Th,JLl'.rJ!§J.l!-ll!!t .. Q{ TM..lJJli.W.St..ates 

l'!o . : _ .. :ue .. c~~.r...J~b., _ _____ l~z 

Former !laval Person to President personal ~ 

Your one nine nine . I like your press release very much 
and deem i t admirably conceived for its ·purpese. I have only 
two suggestionS! tor "Egyptian campaign• read "British 
campaign in Egypt", and at the end add "'and prove the first 
historic step to the liberation and restor ation of France. " 

•• Prime 

' . 
• 

·. 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Br1tieh 
Govt., state Dept. tel., S-29-?a 
B:r R. B. Parkl DaU MAY 5 1972 
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CLA~SlPIID MISSAQE 
R~cel•ed at 

llEP~RnUt!IT COlli'. C!lln :t1 

,_ ., . October Jl, 19-1 2 
·' I led • 091)_,. · -·- ----~- .. -

---.. -
• The President of the United States . ---·- ~ - ·-·- ·-·· . . ... ·---·-• 

lit.' . : .!79 _____ _ o<:to'?_e,:_~l.!_ --·· __ 1!1<12 

Former Naval Person to President Personal and~ 
I have received the following report from the COIIII!lander-In-chiat 

Eighth Arr:I:T· I should be grateful it you would show it to General 

llarshall. Beginsr First reports f'rom westem desert in:iicate great 

satisfaction with Sheroans. Position ot gun has enabled ma'd:mzm con-

cealment in Hull.- Down positions with good observation by ccc:nander. 

Have definite evidence t hat enei!IY tanka including MK IV special being 

destroyed at ranges up to t wo thousand yards using good American 

IJ sixty one ammunition. One zero five W S P guns have done well, 

gun and 8111llunition both good. They have not yet been used in a very 

mobUe role but consider they have posaibUities against eneozy- guns 

11bich ""' hope to exploit soon. 

PRDIE 

.. 

kt.\H\ADt.D lth ... :.A~~- ···- .Jf Ill'! ti el 
Govt., Sta1.e Dept. tel. , 8-2~-?a 
By a. B. Parka Date MAY 5 1972 

. I ·- c 
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lNJ 

Proa, __ ~x o~nd~o~n~----------------
To t MTIJS 

Jfo. : 180 october 31 1M2 

Former Naval person to President personal and ~ 

I am most grateful for your telegram number two zero 

zero of october t wo seven. Your point about American Com­

mand has already been covered. We shall say "These opera­

tions are bei ng carried out primarily by American Forces 

under American command". 

Prime 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Br! tlab 
Govt ., Stute Depi . tel. , 8-29-?a 
By R. B. Pub Date MAY 5 1972 

. · 
. . 
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I 

.. 
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Copy ot 

Pri~e ~inis •er - r resi dent 

No . 181 

given to 

AD!AIRAL LEAHl' 

by directicn of the President 

(thru Miss Tulley) 

- ooo-

f 

(Later developed ttiD.t 1&1ss T.ul l ey 
wanted No . 180, rather than 181, 
sent to t he Admiral . Copy of No . 
180 was sent, but oopy of 161 was 
n<;>t' returneq ~o the ida~ ~oom. ) 

amo 
8- 31-42 
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)1 October 1942 

Lotter from Cburchill to hoceeva1t, d•ted )1 October 1942 . 
Answered by Roosevelt in a letter to Churchill dated )0 November 
1942. 

I . 
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IO,ll!abrnins jltmt. 

Bbit>vaii. 

October 31, 1942. 
~ . . 

t~..r1~ !4r. 1'~~,_1::? 
Oliver Lyttelton will talk to your officers 

about Product ion in its various aspects as they affect 

the layout l';e now have to make on what are our last 

remaining reserves of manpower ; but I hope you will let 

him discuss with you some of the major points governing 

our joint action in t he war. 

First of al l, I put t he U-toat menace . This , 

I am sure, is our worst danger . It is horrible t o me 

that l<e should be budgeting jointly for a balance of 

shipping on the basis of 700,000 tons a month loss . 

True, i t is not yet as bad as that. But the spectacl e 

of all t hese splendid ships being built, sent to sea 

crammed with pri celess food and munitions, and being 

sunk - three or four every day - torments me day and 

night . Not only does this at tack cripple our war 

energies and t hreaten our lif e, but it arbitrarily limits 

the might of t he United States coming into t he struggle. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library 

-
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The Oceans 1·:hich nere your sl:ields, thre.:.ten to become your 

cc.f..e. 

Next ye<'.'r tbcr" v:ill "te m<:ny rr.ore U-bouts, md 

they y;ill range far more i·:idely. No ocean passage ·::ill 1:e 

safe . fill focal 9oints >:ill be beset enrl vdll rec,uire long 

r·ange air protection . I expect all convoys will have to 

teve anti-U-boat escorts , and often vuxiliary aircraft 

csrrierR , throughout the greater part of their journeys, and 

fr.st convoys v:ill have to be arr·anged for t he ~hips at 

~resent routed independently . 

for this? 

How art? r:e to find tl:e craft 

Hothing is more clearly proved t.'ltn the 

efficacy of t he convoy system. The marvellous r c·covery 

of your l.tlantic shore is one proof. The ili1Jr.unity 

hitherto enjoyed by the vas t and numerous troop convoys 

with ample escorts, is another. \'ie are doing all v;e can 

to strike at the U-boat bar-es and U-boat plants , and 

you are )reposing to br.r;e strong bomber forces here t o 

multi~ly our effort. !ill t.lte sume, it is Escorts that 

v·e need, even ::.:ore t!• · n merchant ships . \':e wPnt both; '·---

l:;ut I am all "ith tl' ose 1\ho sc..y, 'A ship not sunk in 1943 

0257 



f -3-

i s worth t wo built for 1944 '. 

Therefore I submit to you for your good 

judgment the maximum allocation of st eel for merchant 

shipbuil ding, and then out of that\ t he maximum construction 

of escort vessels which engine capacity will allow. From 

t he impor t ant measures which you have lately t aken, I am 

sure your mind is r.toving in exactly the same direction. 

We must ask for a f air shar e of t he merchcnt 

shippi ng 2nd of t he escort vessels . All our l abour and 

capacity i s engaged i n t he war effort. We have had to 

sacr ifice 100,000 tons of merchant shi pbuilding in order 

to get mor e cor vett es, and we cannot hope to produce 

more thun 1,100,000 British gross tons of ner: merchant 

ships in t he cclendar year 1943 . 'ile have lost enormously 

in ships used in the corrunon inter est, and we trust to 

you to give us a fair and just assignment of your new 

vast construction to sail und~r our own flag . 

Vie have agreed together that the escort 

vessel s should be in t he common pool, to be drav:n upon in 

accordance r:ith strategic requirements. In January 1942, 
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you accepted a re~uisition bringing the total of escort 

vessels to be built on our behalf to 300, 150 to be 

delivered in 1943 and 150 in 1944. Since then we have 

sent some nssist C>nce to t he successful conflict you have 

r;aged ascinst the U-boats on the East cm•st . The balance 

of strategic ne9ds is such that r.e do not expect even t Le 

majority of t hese craft, but 17e ask most earnestly for a 

dis tribution of l ong range escort vessel s from t he common 

pool in the r atio of 1 to Britain t o 1. 37 to the Unit ed 

States, 1•hich is t he r tio of our short?.ges mutually agreed. 

fie are counting on this. 

l'le have been so v;ell treated b,. you in tanker 

tonnage, tha t. it, is wi th diffidence that I mention the 

figure of 1 , 000,000 tons additional, d1ich is v·hat v;e 

need in 1943. 

lkr. President, I cannot cut t he food consump-

tion her e below its present level. Vie need to import 

27, 000,000 tons for our food and war effort in 1943. 

More than t hr ee-quarters of our immense marine is engaged 

in 11ar transport of one kind or anot her. We are asking 

f or 2, 500,000 dead - weight non- t· r.::~r tonnage to 

0259 
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be assigned to us f r om the beginning of 1943 f r om your new 

construction . Our stocks are running do1·m \'iith dangerous 
·-rupidi ty. Any further inroads upon them, except for some 

great emergency , would be highly improvident. These is lards 

are the assembly base for the war against Hitler; man~ - of 

your troops will be here; and we must have a margin in 

case of a renewed 'blitz' on the Mersey and the Cl yde, 

or exceptional concentrat ion of U-boats on the Atlantic 

routes . Rat her t han cut any further on the food of the 

people, I should be forced to reduce our general 

contribution to the overseas war effort. 

II 

I send you herewith my directive for 1943 

about the British Army. During 1942 we have sent abroad 

six divisions apart from the five either on the sea or 

earmarked for "TORCH" . We may easily have to send two, 

or even four, more at short notice, and we shall be ready 

to do so. To help fill this gap, I am bringing up 

(as you will see from the paper) the nine "Beach" 

divisions, six to full standard and freeing the other 

0260 
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three with one additional for t he draft-finding process 

for overseas, so exhausting to military efficiency. 

But the paper will speak for i tself in detail, and I am 

sure you will feel it i s a considerabl e contri.but ion to 

t he struggle. 

I have not yet heard from you in reply to 

that part of my long telegram about Russi a which dealt 

with t he need to pl ace more American divisions in this 

country, and to go forward with "BOLERO" for a retarded 

"ROUNDUP" • I had h?ped to have, even on t he new lay-
' out, seven or eight United ~tates divis i ons in t hese 

isl ands by April, and we are s till making preparations 

on a very large scale for the reception of a great 

American Army. 

limiting f actor. 

are running now . 

I recognise that shipping is the 

Practically only the two c;:ueens 

I trust however you will allow your 
• 

officers to discuss with ours t he whole process of 

moving continuousl y divisions at t he f ast est r at e into 

these i slands, and thus make us both able t o push our 

forces outwards where needed, as well as making the 
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foi'\':ard strikinJ base safe, and holdine the eneny ? inned 

on the French sh .. re . 

I II 

Lastly, I come to the Air. Oliver Lyttelton 

is also thoroughly inforoed about this, and I have already 

com.municr ted v1ith ~a:rry on the subject. f..n ever-increasing 

i7cight of bomb discharge upon Germ<.ny <md It~ly must be our 

unrel entine aim. In our view , night bombing has already 

yielded results v;hich justify it being backed by the United 

States, at <.ny rate as a follow-up to your day bombing. But 

also the Anti-U-boat war v1ill require many long range flying 

boats !lnd aircraft. So f ar as fi&hters are concerned, our 

opinion is that the latest British Spitfi res and the 

improved American Mustang will hold the leadership in 1943. 

Lyttelton is fully authorised to discuss all the 

above matters with you, and he is in full 9ossession of 

our views . He wi ll be ,.,. i th you during t r emendous days , 

about l"hich I shall be telegraphing to you oretty 

constantly. I pray that this great Arnericv.n enterprise, 

, 
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in which I am your lieutenant and in which l':e have t he 

honour to play an important part, may be crovmed by 

the success it deserves. So far, all promises wel l . 

I hope also to report to you about the battle 

in Egypt, 11hich is now entering upon a more important 

phase. 

Believe me, 

Always your most sincere friend, 

• 

The President of the United States of~erica. 
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The President of the United States of AmFrica. 

The White House, 

?'ASHINGTON • 

• 
.I' 

J)fUME MINISTER. 

) 
• 
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ARMY STRENGTHS. 

THE Secretary of State for War has prel!ared a scheme for the reorganisa­
tion of the Army for 1943, with which I am an full agreement. The attll(:hed 
paper shows the relation of this new layout to that described in my D.O. (41) 18. 

Of course, these requirements must be considered in relation to other eections 
of our war programme, and it may be that some corn'Elression will be necessary. I 
earnestly hope, however, that we sbaU be able to achteve this plan, which ie most 
necessary to our effective conduct of the war. 

October 30, 1942. 
w. s. c. 
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• THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF HIS BRITANNIC ~lA JESTY'S GOVERN~I£HT 

DI CLASSt1IIXI 
By Autbor i ty ot _ ___ _ 

tf'",:,/tJfi? 1971 

l:tOJI StiQICLI. 

o.p: (~> 

TO BE KEPT UNDER LOC~ AND KFV . 

It is requested that special care may be taken to 
ensure the secrecy or this document 

ARMY STRENGTHS. 

DIRECTIVE BY TK£ }ltmSTER OP DEFENCE. 

Copy No. 

WE ha,·e now in Great Britain and Northern Ireland (including Canadian 
and Allied troops) 8 armoured di,·isions, 14 standard motorised infantry 
d ivisions, 1 Royal Marine division and 1 airborne division, total 24 fully mobile 
d ivisions, well eq ui pped with guns and transport, with an average strength of 
about 15,300 men, with 9 corps organisations and corps troops (53,000). We 
have 3 br~~ade gt·oupa with artillery and engineea·s, which are equivnient to 
another fuuy mo\iile division. Of the 14 ~tandard infantry divisions 5 have been 
reorganised in the past year to include a tank instead of an infantry br igade, 
thus increasing their striking power. There are also 9 lower establishment 
divisions, averaging about 10,000, organised for semi-mobile defence with reduced 
scales of artillery and engineers and little transport. In addition, there are 
3 armoured, 5 tank nod 10 infantry brigndeR not included in divisions and 
17 un-brigaded battalions; furthermore, 95 home defence and young soldiers' 
battalions are employed on vulnerable points nod airfield defence. 

2. During 1942 we have sent abroad 1 armoured and 5 infantry divisions 
which are not included above; also 252,000 men in non-divisional units and 
drafts. Under orders for overseas are 2 armoured, 2 infantry and 1 Royal Marine 
divisions: total 10 divisions. Of these ll divisions must be taken from those 
given in paragraph I and will require their quota of oorps, armv, anti-aircraft 
and base units. These additional forces for overseas service oould only be found 
at the expense of troops in the United Kingdom: 11nd it is necessary to take steps 
to build up the for-res remaining. 

[2AM7] • 
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3. It is proposed to transform the forces remaining in the United Kin~dom , 
after despatch of the 5 divisions mentioned aho,·c, into 7 armoured divtsions 
(increase of 1 Canadian armoured division), 18 sw.ndard motorised infantry 
divisions and 1 airborne division, total 26 fully mobile divisions. The 3 brigade 
grottps will remain as at present. Of the 18 standard divisions 7 will include 
tank brigades and 6 will be formed from lower establishment divisions brought 
up in strength. There will ben resen-e organisation consisting of 4 divisions and 
1 officer training brigade, whose main task will be to complete the training of 
reinforcements for the considerable forces overseas instead of our having, as at 
present, to And these men from the mohile divisions to the continuous detriment 
of their efficiency. 

Independent w1nk and at·moured brigades will be reduced to 2 and infantry 
brigades not in divisions to 5. Battahons for vulner·able points and airfield 
defence will be r-educed to 24 nnd the task of guarding ael'()(lromes handed O\'er 
mainlv to the R.A.F. Regiment. 

'!'he foregoing will constitute the Home Field Ar·my which can be reckoned 
as the equivalent of 33 divisions. 

4. The object of these changes is to increase the war·-power of the Army by 
concentrating scattered defensive elements into proper· formations which can bCl 
turned later on into forces for o,·erseas operations. There will be on increase in 
divisions with nn armoul'ed clement and additional field. anti-tank and flak 
al'tiller·y will bo provided. 

5. Ko reduction in the force mentioned in pnragt·aph 3 is ''Ompatible with 
our war needs; indeed, it is necessary that rearward services should be provided 
in 1943 for as many of the divisions as possible with a view to passing to the 
offensive on the COntinent of Europe or· elsewhere. To maintain the Army, to 
prov ide for the l'cplacernent of casualties ns they occur and to build up the 
nccessnry units fo t· offensive action. there will be requiPed an intake to the Army 
averngin~ 45,000 men per month from Jliovember till Apr·il 1943, when a further 
review Wlll be mode. 

6. A.D.G.B. bas been reduced to 280,000 men by using women and Home 
Guar-ds to the maximum extent possible under pt-esent circumstances. 76,000 at 
least of the 280.000 will be for·med into mobile fiak units to accompany any Field 
Army divisions used for offensive operations, and further· examination is being 
made to reduce overheads and make additional savings in the number of fit men 
emplored on anti-aircraft defences in the United Ktngdom. The anti-aircraft 
force ts formed into 7 groups which are the equivalent of 12 divisions. 

7. The Army of the Nile has lost the ser·v ices of the Austral ian corps with 
2 Australian divisions. and the remaining Australian division will be r·etumed to 
Austr·alia in 1943. Also the 70th Britisli Division was sent to India to assist in 
meeting the Japanese threat to Burma ,and Ceylon. These reductions have been 
offset liy the arrival in the Middle East of the 8th British Armoured Division, 
and 44th and 51st British Infantry Divisions. A seJ?Ilra te Command has been 
established for Persia and Ir-aq to which the 5th Brrtish Division fl'om India 
ond the 56th now at sea hnve been assigned. 

• 
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8. It is p••oposed to reorganise the forces in the Middle East to include 
3 British armoured and 2 Soutn African armoured divi$ions, 2 B•·itish, 1 New 
Zealand, 2 I ndian and the e~u~valent of 2 Allied divisions of Fighting F r·ench 
and Greek troops ; total, 12 drvrsrons. · 

9. The Army in Persia and Iraq will comprise 1 Indian armou r•ed division 
and 1 British armoured brigade. 2 Bri •;ish, 3 Indil\11 divi>lions and the Polish 
A r·my of the East of 2 divisions and 2 tank brigades; total, 9 divisions. G•·and 
total in the former Middle Eastern a•·ea: 26 divisions. . 

10. For the defence of India there will be assembled and ready by next 
Spring 1 Indian armomed division and 2 tank brigades, 2 British divisions and 
1 bri~ade group, 10 complete Indian divisions and the equivalent of 2 further 
divisrons in brigade groups, &c. This excludes ti'Oops for defence of the North­
West Frontier and for Jntemal Security, wh ich amount to the equivalent of 
4 divisions and 92 hatt.nlions; the whole totalling 20 divisions. There are, in 
addition, 2 Chinese divisions which a re in pr·ocess of berng for·mcd and equipped. 

11. There remain ou•· ganisons abroad, to wit: ­
Gibt·altar and Malta- the equivalent of 2 divisions . 
.East Africa , including Madagascu- that of :~. 
West Africa and minor garrisons-that of 3!· 

Total division-equ•vnlent of garrisons, 9. 
12. We have suffered grievous losses in Malaya, Bmma and the Middle 

Ea~t. including the loss of 4 complete divisions at S i n~apo•·e and 1 South Afdcan 
division in Tooruk. In spite of this. t he total strengln of Br·itish, Dominion and 
Allied forces h~s been mai ntained at t.he equ.ival~ut of nppmximately 100 
d ivisions. In main taining ou•· fighting str'<:!_lgt.h, Ind in has pmvrded .tlle g•·eat.est, 
cont.ribut.ion and has eXf>Unded by several divisions. but. we h~we hnd to find 
British cad •·e~ for· these div isions. 

13. If we estimate om Army in divisions or their equivalent. the general 
Jay-out for 1943 is as follows:-

United Kingdom .. . . .. . . . 33 
Under orders for overseas operations 5 
Anti-aircraft div isions 12 
Army of the N ile . . . ... 12 
Army of Persia and I r·aq .. . 9 
Ar my of India . . . . . . . .. 20 
Gnrrisons in Africa nnd elsewhere · 9 

Grand total 100 
14. H is our duty to develop. equip nncl mnintnin all these units du•·ing 1943. 

W. S.C. 
November 1, 1942. 

. ' 
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D.O. ( 41 ) 18. 

October 9, 1941. 

4 

ARMY STRENGTHS. 

DlREC'I'IVF. BY THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE. 

WE have ~ow in t he Unit.cd Kingdom' (including Northern Ireland) 
26 standard motorised infantry divisions and the Polish division . total ZT, well 
equipped with guns and tr•ansport, with an average strength of about 15.500 men, 
wrth 10 Corps organisations and Corps t r·00ps (61,000). T here cue 8 county 
divisions for· work on the beaches, averaging about 10,000, without ar tillery other 
than coast ar•tillery and with li ttle transport. We have 5 armoured di visions 
and 4 Army tank brigades ; Vhe whole comprising 14 ar·moured brigades (with 
5 divisional elements); 4 Rrigade Groups with artillery and transport; 7 infantry 
l>l'igades and 12 nn-brigaded bnttalions : fu rthermore. 8 aerodrome defence 
battalions and the 100.000 men in the Home Defence and Young Soldiers' 
batta I ions. · 

2. It is proposed to t r·ansfor·rn t his organ isation into 27 standardised 
divisions (hereinaftet· to be called Field Divisions), plus the Pol ish Division (which 
will have an arrnout·ed element), total 28; a ud to increase the armoured forces to 
7 armoured divisions with 8 At'my Tank brigades, the whole comprising 
22 armoured brigades (with 7 divisional elements). The 4 Brigade Groups are to 
remain. I nstead of the 8 county divisions and other units mentioned above, 
Vhere will be 13 br·igades, plus the equivalent of 2 Ally brigades, and 8 " Detached 
Battalions "; t he foregoing constituting the Home Field Army, which can thus 
be reckoned the equivalent of 45 divisions. In addition, there will still be the 
8 aerodrome battalions and the Home Defence and Young Soldiers' battalions. 

3. The object of these changes is to increase the war-power of the army; 
jXlrticularly in armoured troops; and to prov ide additional field. a.nti-t!lDk and 
flak artille~y, including that. required for 5 add~tion!ll Indian divisions, to be' 
formed durm~ 1942. For th rs last purpose also rt wr ll be necessary to provide 
up to 17 Bl'ittsb bntutlions for the Indian a.rmy. 
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4. No reductiop in the force mentioned in par·a. 2 is compatible with our· 
war needs. To maintain it during the next nine months, i.e., to July 1, 1942; 
and a lso to maintain the drafts for the army of the Middle East. fo•· India and for 
our garrisons in Iceland, Gibraltar, Malta and Hon~-Kong. &c., with a normal 
wastage of 50,000 a quarter there must be providea an intake to the army of 
278,000 men. Measures are being taken to provide this. The army also l'equires 
at least 142,000 more women above the 63,000 already recruited. 

5. In my directive on A.D.G .B. I have proposed that the personnel should 
be fixed at 280,000 men and that the suggest-ed i11crease of 50.000 be disallowed: 
also tha t the suggested i)lcrease of 9,000 in Vhe Coast batteries should be 
disallowed. The savings thus provided will be applied towards strengthening the 
Field Army. Finally A.D.G.B. will continually endeavour to develop for the 
service of the Home Field Army t-he Largest amount of mobile f/rck possible, and 
also a transfer·able force· available to strengthen the coastal baLteries should the 
Emergency Period of Invasion be instituted. As it is unlikely that the enemy 
could afford prolopged and widespread bombing of our towns in the advent of 
Imasion, a shuttle al'l'angement of this kind sliould be possible. enabling us to 
meet according to events eitiher a sustained air attack or Invasion. The Ant.i­
Ai rcraft force is formed into 12 Divisions. 

6. The Army of the Nile now consists o.f the 50th and 70th (formerly 6th) 
British Divisions, the 1st. 2pd ai1d 7th Armoured Divisions with the Cavalry 
Armotll'ed Division (forming) and two Army Tank Brigades; the three 
Australian Divisions; one New Zealand; two 'South Af1·ican. one Polish and 
Forei~ equivalent, and the 4th and 5th Indian Divisions, total 16 Divisions. 
It is mtended to reinforce the Middle East with two British Divisions. the 18th 
and 2nd, from the United Kingdom as convenient. 

7. Apart f1·om the 2 divisions mentioned above, India has in action in 
PersioJ. and Iraq the 6th, 8th and lOth Indian divisions. and Genet·al Wavell 
pro,P?ses t<> sencf the 17th by the end of. the year. During 1942, 4 extra Indian 
divrsions and one Indian armoured division will a lso lake the field; total 9. 

8. For the defence of India, there will remain the equivalent of 3 British 
divisiops and 5 Indian divisions, over and above those which will operate outside 
India. 

9. T here remain our garrisons abroad. to wit :­

Iceland (C)- the equivalent of 1 dh•ision. 
Gibraltar and Malta-that of 2. 
Singapore-that of S. 
Aden, Hong Kong and other minor garrisons- that of l. 

Total division-equivalent of garr isons, 7. 

• 
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10. If we estimate our Army ill divisions or their equivalent, the general 

layout for 1942 i~ as follows :-

United Kingdom ... 45 
Anti-Aircraft divisions 12 
Army of the Nile 16 
Army of India in 1 raq mad Persia 0 
Armr of India at home 8 
Fortress Garrisons ... 7 
Native African Dh·isions .. . 2 

(: t·nnd tota I 90 

11. It is out· duty to dP\elop. equip and maintain nil these unils during 1942. 

10 Downing St•·eet, S. W. 1, 
Octobe1· 9, 1941. 

w. s. c. 
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