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ROOSEVELT TO CHURCHILL 

NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 1942 

Mlcr"llmed at The Franklin D. 
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HOVE'..:SER 2 , 1942, 

~OI't OP!!/V 
TO 1 ALIISHA, J.rl:llON 

FO!!':EP I A"AL ;';;.>SOl' '"'0" .'!!E PR"<S1DEl:T P;:RSOliAL ~<:.:f) • 205. 

I A'' DELIGHTED 'r"J"' '"Y I'IIFf'S VISI~~·s TO PE llOING 

SO SUCC~~SFllllY, T!IANKS Ill J.All'l~ PA~T TO ~NAT Y<'ll Alffi l.•RS • 

• CJll'R<'RIU ATIF DOU'G FOP llF" . Sill!: l'AS l'.A.D ''I!!AT'I WO"T.n CA!J A~t 

F eleaaed from t.:ap !loom at 
1650, 00:/:T, November 2 , 1!'-4.2 , 

• 

RCOSF.VELT 

.. 

0.1 • 
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TELEGRAM 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS-GOVERNMENT RATES NOVEMBER 2 , 1942 

-#~os­
roRMER !lAVAL PERSON ... 
I AM DEUGHTIW THAT MY WIFE' 8 VISI T SEEMS TO BE GOING SO 

SUCCESSFULLY, THANXS IN LARGE PART TO WHAT YOU AND MRS 

CHURCHILL ARE DOING FOR HER, SHE HAS HAD WHAT I WOULD -CALL AN ALMOST !l'NAMIMOUBLY FAVORABLE PRESS IN THIS COUNTRY 

PARAGRAPH I HAD TO MAKE A QUICK DECISION OF GREAT IMPORTANCE 

THIS MORNING BUT IT WA~ SO OBVIOUSLY RIGHT AND CALLED FOR 

SUCH IMMEDI.ATE ACTION THAT I DID NOT EVEN REFER I T TO YOU , 

PLEASE ASK THE AMERICAN EA~LE ABOUT IT, 

' ROOSEVELT 
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FRO"'r 
TOt 

•• 

OPIIAV 
ALI'SIIA LCI'IDON 

'· . 

•• o. 206. 

l~over.ber 4 , 1942 . 

'I!O'LYll't) YOUR •:o. 182 I A'JR'>" T~T ''!!SSA'P> '1'0 P";TAIII 

SROI'LD 0
': '\'OW.O !)(1.111 A''TI I !!AVE RE7/RIT1'E'; IT SO T'lAT I If!.' StJRE 

IT ·filLL !tOT O!'FEIID T"E ~IS!IDS OF FP.Al'C& . 

Reloaand at 12 t25, EWT, November 4, 1942. 

~ '- · "'- .. ... c ........ --
Jolw L . !Jo CREA 

r.optai n , U. S. llo.vy 
Naval Aide. 

RCCSEVELT 

Dlnt·1 UIFIID 

--
:~:' o~u.o.l. Date : 
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... 
P"'''r 
TO 

OPnJ.V 
AIl'S" A, LOP'< " 

FOP ~ !"Cll;'F.l' l'AV/,l f'F.:>SO!·' FTO!l 'l'RE P~ESIDENT P!!:RSON/cL 

AND ~o. 207. 

llRPLYI!'G TO YOIJR 165 OP "OV"l',fll :R 5 I A1l VERY Al'l'RF:I!El~SIVJ': 

I'' REGJJU> TO T'!E ADVR:>S& R•'FECT '" AT AllY l'''t:P.OOUCTIO:I OF OS '1AIILLE 

r:To T"F. TORCI' SITI'.I.TJCN WOTILD uA'"l 0'' OllR PRO:'tSTll': B:'l'OR'I'S TO 

"AflJ>/lAS~ A" '·'ILl I'('T "fo: OF Nf'f /\SST STAJ.'r~ T<' TORI'" A.'lll IT 81!0111 D m:; 

Sl'FFir!"'>'T AT ~ !'RR'lln!T TI> I' TO l:Al'"I'H!I "'S !'?ESTIGE I':IT' 3IS 

FOI L<'' ''P.RS . 

A~OVE . 

ROOS&V":LT 

Rol ouod frOJ 1 tho ll.ap Room 11t 

1310 , 'EYI'I',~bor 6 , 1942. 

/1!PE~·· cl 
Lt. Colonel, nenoral Sta rt 

.' 

• 

0276 



- ------ ---- ---------

TELEGRA!l t 
FROM: THE PRESIDENT 

TO: PRIME 

.· 
Replying t o your 185 of November 5 I am very apprehensive 

in regard to the adverse effect that any introduction of deGaulle 

into the 

attac~ a 

Torch situation would have on our promising efforts to 

large part of the French African foroes to our expedition. 
-r:- .> 1/-

1 I ~herefore consider~ inadvisable for you to give 
..f ..,.~ 

doGaulle any information in regard to Torch until subsequent to a 
~~ . / / l;t/,1 

successful landine.!) fnoul 5' moll'" t hen inform him that the American 
1 . 

Command of an American expedition w1tb m1 approval insisted on 

complete secrecy as a necessary safety precaution. 

DeGaulle•s announcement on Friday of a Governor General of 

Madagascar will not be of any assistance to Torch and it should be 

sufficient at the present t ime t o maintain his pr estige with his 

followers • ~t./~ .. t ,·,. ( cd:, ,(7 z.u.; H ~ fv.<fifYy kl.-/A' /){ 

/Z,'r' !t- ~H ~vc./ ;1 C.,!l~,..L 
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-- ' 
- !'OVE"BF.ll 8 , 1942, 

F"''I' I OP!' J.V 
TO I AL1'Sl'A, II'''N$ 

A!!!> -":o. 208. 

RP.Pl.Y1''~ '1'0 Y()t'R 186 !!!'V"'.:!l!':R 6 I ill!L ISSI'E "Y 3'!J'r!:''E~"l' 

'l'CI '!'Trf' A'"'~ICA>' l'RP.S$ H"""1HATELY lTPO:f ~EC~IPT ()f' J''FOR:U'I'IOII THI.T 

F.ISt::Hl!O'IiSR 'fA$ ~F!>:N !ll?.EC'i'~IJ TO I I!FO!!i.! US AT Ol'CE BY 

r Al!LF. A!fO rADIO . ' 

I A)l STlJ.l. OF 'l'f'€ OHNIOK TJIJ.T R'-:LP .• ASE OF FISE!IHO'.'iER 'S 

PROPOSED H:AFLf.'I'S '1\'0IIJ,IJ !lOT 1'1': OF ASSISTANCE TO THE EXI'El)IT!ON 
• 

Btl'l' W(.'l'LD 01: T!ffi I'Cli'TllARY Ol';'>'BP. SO'·"' OF T'IF. F"ENCH FO'IMS TRIT 

AP'l El'J'EI'TED TO ,lOH' WIT!' 11S. 

""leaa&d fr<n. the J'ap Room at 
1840, E'. T, llo,·ember 8 , 1942. 

~~r.o 4 
Lt. Colonel , 4eneral St&tf 

ROOSEW.L'l' 

• 
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PRESIDSn~ TO PRIME 

~..201' 

Replying to your 186 November 6 I will issue my statement to 

the American press immediately upon receipt of i nformation 

that landing or troops has commenced, 

Eisenhower has been directed to inform us at once by 

cable and radio . 

I am still of the opinion that release of Eisenhower's 

proposed leaf'lets "ould not be or assistance to the expedition 

but would on the contrary deter some of the French forces that 

are expected to join with us. 

0279 



t 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

6 Novoubcr l')t.: 

hl U ni. L ..... HY 

l· ttac!:ed . orflto l·l"e (l) l'c• rioui)atclt llo . 1:6 

t I ti" i'l'•>.-idont or 6 llov;•nbor 191 .. ~ ; (:) t..1~1JnLor:'>1j 1 S 

cl~>. P'• tch N•, . J6/,6 oJ' lo Oc t.ober hnu (·) Cio1"1' of :;t .ff 1 s 

'i'!:o i'Nsident r<> .uested t.'v..t U:~> draft 01' .. 
r~Ol • to tht! t',~ C,...t to hi:t bef"or£> • e le:· V~3 ~)Hl"' thiS . . . 

• 
· l.'t. ·moon, ~<·out 1, :15 . 

V~ry rec. jl<lc tl'ulty 1 

JOHl L . 'JcC1 •H· 

c~,.t·in, U.!> . ll·Y!' 
tl,,v _ ,.ide t? tto i'rP.:;i.ient 

DICLASSiniD 
-, lloiput) A?ohi Ti• t of tat "·'· 
_, w. J. au.wut oat. MAR 2 1 1972 

, 
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fror. : 1 on~ on , ~f!'la"l.d . 

"~t\t:'l: ··ot·.,-rber 6 , 1C1<?. . 
F1lod , 06122ez 

""o : -}'le ""'roa~ "'ent o·- t~o , .... 1 tod :=:+:at's . 

and personal ft"'om f'Or:rlt)J• 1 avnl Porson to ?rosidol'\t . 

1 . As at prosont nrrnn•~orl no r eferonoo w\11 bo ma.de to tho 

pertjci;>at\on of "=rit1sh divisions jn ''Toreh11 , as OistinC't !'rol"'. 

lot me kno·:~ at ••"at tire ·•ou intend t-o i:;snt- this . 1 \":culd then 

roll r.w up ~·onr orn~o release , .. --; th a. ~tt~.t0"'1Ant or ny ow·n . 

2 , Sineo in nO\Ir nroes ro l oo.so you aro rofert·inf" to the part;oi-

dccl s' on no~ ':o nllcw tha use of the haflet suh"'i ttod by "lsonhower 

··n•·• n~ lmo·::n tl>o arrival of "ri ti sh troops in l.l;eria . ! fool that 

this leaflet shoul• not be hel d up r:1ore thon two !'our or at tho moot 

four ei •ht hour s at'ter lll"l tish troops ho.ve lnntlod . 

3 . J an still oor.·y ubobt Pe :;nullo. (If couroe we contr ol all 

his tcle::rn.m3 out'Nards . f'"ut we ere read~ to accept your vi ow. Al l 

..-oes well . 

""'lroivod in •fa.p noon nt 
(\Oc;Q , tr''1' 1 1. OVf'!'!'~~r,r ~ 

1 
} n4 2 • 

IIIIADID UWCLAIIIPIZD by Britioh 
to.t., State Dept. tel. , 8-29-7a 
., L •· :ruu Daw MAY s 19n 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

OPD 381 TB ( lo-ft~IF'IED MESSAGE CENTER 

(Limited OtrrGOING MESSAGE 
b!OLASSIP'IED 

Operations Division, WDG8 
European Theater, 'IDOPD 

B7 Authority of ()ft}E:( ,. 

.SEc.ARHY ti..INr PEte 'UOti:.lf 

87~ate MAY ll97Z - October 19, 1942 . 

... 

PRIOillTY 

COIUlAlmlNG GBlUilRAL 
European Theater of Operati ons 

No . R-2121 

1 
I 

'"', < I 
/' •. I 

Tbe propoaal llllld~ in your ~Ootob~r 16, 1942 is regard 
to context of leaflets to be dropped when British arrive in the 
area is not approved b y tho President . Be i s of the fira belief 
that the least publicity possible should be given to this angla 
and that to drop t he leaflets you desc~ibe would onl7 result in 
advertising to people of t he aroa a fact unknown to aany. lt 
will be neceaaary of course to ozplain the presence of Britiah 
t r oops. The President believe• thi, can beat be done at the 
tiae by an announcement by you to the local official& with which 
you may be dealing t o the effect that the British are aaaiatiDg 
and supporting the Americana without reference to British 
atrength, and that emphasia should he placed on the point t hat 
the ultiaate objective of both the British and ouraelvea is to 
defeat the Axis Porcea 

. .. 

originator: OPD ,; • 

Info. Copiea: Gen Deane 
(for Ad& Ler.hy) 

CX-011r-08999 (10/19/42) 1787Z cen 

4 

COPY No. 
T HE MAKINO 0~ AN £XACT COPY or THIS MESSAGE IS r ORBIDDEN 
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ADAJl 10 

\ I 
WAR DEPARTMENT 

CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER 

I t\t~QrMJ NG MESSAGE 
By Aut hor! ty ot Ot'OFP 

J'Ued l 8/ 10411Z 
e c n 

CC'WJ) 
Oct ober 
130lSZ 

16, 1942 

Sf 

PRIORITY 

I#JYrE 0:"0 LWITtO DISTRIBUTION 
Froa: Lond011 
To : Apar 

llo. 3648 October 16, lt•a 

CY NO TO 
Ao/s. oPB 
Cll. Thr. Gp. 
Cll. S . ,! P. Gp, 
Ch. Europ'n Seo. 
Ms1. Otr . Fi le -

~ .;,-

Ae esplained lD -r tbree four nine fi•e , I •• 
eubaittiac for your approYal the propoaed test of 
the leaflet to be dropped 1D the Algiers area to 
coincide with the entrance of tbe British t roops. 
J'or Operations Di•i•ion and Patton. 

The leaflet will have three croaeed tlage, 
United States, Britiab and French, at the top and 
will be eiped bJ' *' . The Pri.~~e •iaister baa seen 
and approved the test . 

Beoauee of the llaited tiae reaainina before 
tbe leaflets aust be printed, . I feel that proapt 
action auet be taken. fbe teat of the leaflet fol­
lows : "French .. n of lorth Airtca: 

7he United !latione have ooaaenced a eeriee of 
full scale operations aiaed at tbe total destruction 
of the euay 1D the sbortee:t poeaible tiae . 

vC 1 t 1i A.M. To thie end a great Aaeriean·Aray, escorted bJ' 
Britieb aad A .. rtean laval forces, and followoa up 
bJ British l&Dd and air forces, ie in 9rocess of 
laadiag at various poiate on the coaetliae of French 
llortb Africa. We cnae ae allies, to dispel for ever 

OPD 
MSG. 

0*~ poeeibilitJ Of the e~teneion of Gera&D do.iaatlon 
£r0. trance to Jortb Africa. 

Bneay propagaaaa attribute• to ue territorial 
deeigae at the ~spenee of J'raace . We ha•e ao such 

CTR.deeirns : the BoYereigDtJ of France over l'reacb 
Territory re .. iaa intact . 

No. 

J. 
:; 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER 

INCOMING MESSAGE 
Froa: Lolldoll 
To t .&par 
Ro, 384e October 16 , 1942 
Pas- two . 

The object of the YGr y powerf ul Brittak forcea 
lalldt~ ta Al .. rta 1e tlldeed to ellaare that 8o<rere1ptJ. 

n..,. lla<re .,.. .. directed to ,...._ Worth AfJ'1caa 
baa•• aow ooatrolLed bJ the ltal1aa Aratattoe Ca.. 
aiaatoll aad to clear the l t a11&D aDd O.raD forc:N 
froa ~1po11taD1.a iD conjUDCtloD with alltea araiea 
f r o• Bppt . 

ftte i._aae poaatbtl1t 1ea of these ope1•atioDa are 
obvtoue . Shoulder to ehoulder 1D Rorth Africa, A .. r­
i c:ane, 8rit t ah and h'aDc:haon wtll be able to· tarD the 
whole ailitar,. poattioll of Geraaay 1a Barope , to 
cruah ltalJ &Dd ellaill&t e her fleet, to liberate l'raac:e 
and to briDe the war to a v ictorioua ead . 

Ill thia clorioua taak for the ultiaate liberation 
ot France we t a<rite you to part icipate, 

'l'opther, Oil Lea A lira!" 
' 

fOOIIION ; MN sa Qlo.IJI-OHU (10/11/ 41) OI'D 

Ac:UOA Copf: OPIJ DICLAISil'm! 
11 Alltbori tJ of oeor::£ 

lllfo. Cop .... : m P4ftal Sf<:. A r{HY (iy TA6- fE£ 7.20'ft.'f 

By~Pol~ tAAY 1 l972. 

COPY No. 
Tli~ Nt.KINO OF 4N EXACT COPY or THtS M ESSAGE IS FOROIODCN 
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FROM PRESIDENT 

TO PRIME MINISTER 

:;-:-.(' 
·ro: 

-
O!J!'AV 
Al1'St'/1 LC.i'OON 

.--o- ,..r.o ,.. ..... ~~~''"'":'~ 7C' ~F: ";'<'"' .. ~ · A'rfol. r~:c·· ?'"''<sr''l\' ;., !) - ·o. 20ft 
f.-.lfl' Cl''r! (1' T :r l'A"'TS 

The followillB message 15 received today froc tho United States Anbass­

ador to Spain quote: 

This morning I saw the Mini~ter for ?oreign Affairs and reminded him 

that I had on Monday given him o. formal declaration by my Government solel:lllly 

ensagi nz it in co~~ction with any future military operations by the United 

States in Africa or in Europe to reepeet the inte~ity and sovereignty or 

all Spanish territory. The declaration by my Government contained a state­

ment to the effect that it io ita purpose to do everythi ng possible to 

prevent Spnin•s being brought into the war. The declaration further 

stated that the United States fully recognizes Spain 's desire to stay 

out or the war. 1 stated to the Foreign !Jlnister that 1 twas nry undor ­

s tanding that the British Ambassador had on behalf of his Government given 

similar assurnncea and that therefore any threo.t to Spain's neutro.lity could 

obviously come only from the Axis . 

Reports have reached me since last ltonday to the effect that the 

Spanish Government had been requested by Germany to permit passage of 

··-German troops through Spain in the event of mil i tnry operations in Northwest 

Africa by tho United Nati ons. Although I did not request confirmation or 

these reports , I did state to the Foreign !41niater that I wanted to make 

clear to him on behalf or nry Government the s imple tact that compliance 

•~th any such request en the part of Germany by the Spanish Government either 

now or in the future would immediately brine Spain into the war . I added 

that it is my Government's understanding that that is precisely what the 

Spanish Government wishes to avoid, 

I stated to the Foreit;n Minister that Spain's only hope of ramaining 

out or the war in t he face of tho threat by the Axis to bring Spain int o 

the war would be tor spain to make it perfectly clear in advance that i t 

is detercined to defend i t s neutrality not only against the United Nations 

but also against the Axis thereby discouraging efforts by Oermany to force 

Spain into the war , J 0285 
-



... 
-2-

In this connection I said that I was perturbed by two exi3ting 

circumstances which made it questionable whether Spain intended in fact 

to gi'le effective resistance to pressure from Gormnny to bri"<l it into 

the war, I pointed out that the Spanish armed· rorces are at present 

disposed in such a way as to permit resistance to possible attack from 

the south by United Nations• forces but not so as to permit resistance 

in the north to a possible attack by Germany from that direction, Secondly, 

I pointed out that the attitude by the Spanish press censorship was pro­

Axis and that it had converted the Spanish press , and particularly the 

official Falange press, into an instrument of political warfare on the 

side or the Axis, 

I informed the Foreign Minister that I had been authorized by 

the President to state to him that should Spain decide to make plain 

its determination to resist all possible aggression by the Axis end if 

Spain should so desire in the event that such .resistance should become 

necessary my Govern:nent would be prepared ~mrr~)diately to extend all 

possible assistance of every description to Spain. 

I informed the Foreign 1!1nister that my statement was for his informat­

ion and for the information of the Chief of State (reference your telegram 

of llovember 4, 6 p.m., no, 1161). 

The Foreign Minister emphatically denied that the German Government 

had requested his Governme~t 1 s consent to the passage througp spain of 

German troops. General Jordana added that the role which Spain had 

played during tho Civil War was appreciated by c-ermany and Italy and that 

since the outbreak of the World War no demands on Spain had been made by 

eithen of those countries, On its part, Spain appreciated the noble 

assistance which she had receiveq from those two countries during 

her tragic trials. 

;r: L. "{...c. ()lu•J>·--
.. '<''fl' I . ·•cc tHJ .. 

rapto.in, r • s . ::o.vy 
J;avp;l J.lde 

• 

-
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. t. ,,;: - lf '"' 1 

General Jordana stated that his Government had no tear that tho 

Germans would enter Spain or that his country would be forced into t he 

war by the Axis -- unless French Morocco or Oren were invaded by the 

United !lations . He added that tho European population of French llorocco 

and Oren was principally Spanish. 

l'orocco mu3t bo treated as a whole from the Spanish point of viev1, 

In both the French and tho Spanish zonas there is a homogeneous l~slem 

population. A great doo.l of Spanish blood has b~en shod in :.lorocco . In 

both zones ther e aro common problems. '!'he situation in all Morocco would 

be disturbed by tho ontry of any outside nation. ~oro would inevitably 

be r epercussions in Spanish Morocco in the event of oilitary activity in 

French Morocco ani Spain would immediately be obliged to adopt precaution­

ary military measures, Spai n mig)lt not be in a poai tion t o dacl1.no 

assistance from Germany. I mado it clear to the Foroisn MJ.nister that such 

action would involve Spain 1n war against the Uhited Nations . 

General Jordana endeavored to intima to that spain· would not bo 

involved in a war against tho United llations by the passage or Gorman 

troops through Spain unless wo oame into Spain. I stated that we would 

be obliged to enter Spain in ouch oircumotances and again made it clear 

that it would involve Spain in war again•t us, 

The Foreign llinistor statod that in as 11111eh ao tho two should bo 

treated as a whole, tho Uh1tod No.tions mu9t also respect French Morocco 

if they desired to respec t Spanish Morocco . 

I stated that I was not able to asroo with this assumption. I said 

t hat our entrance into French Morocco would be no different than our 

landing in France itself. 

I infonud tho Foreign 111n.1a tor ' that in tho event that Spain permit ted 

iteelf to bo uaed by the Axis , ~pain would boar the full rosporuib1l1ty 

Of having attacked us in as muoh as we had already c iven tho Spanish 

Government our soleMn promise not to violate Spanish sovereignty, I 

added that 1n so far as I had bee~ informed the Spanish Government had 

not rece i ved similo.r assurance• from the Axis, General Jordano. made a 

special plea that no matter what we believed to bo our rithta we keep out I 
-

---. 

.. 

-
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of Frenoll Morocco and Oran . He added that should our troops enter 

thee e territories he has roars that it will not be possible for Spain 

to keep out or tho war . He added further that in the event that we do 

remain out of French Morocco and Oran it will be possi bl e for Spain to 

continue to remain neutral as it ao ardently desires . 

In my opinion this conversation was intended as a threat , that should 

wo enter French t:orocco or Oran Spain will enter the Yl&r on the aide of 

the Axis . After my earlier conversation with General Jordana, at which 

time he expressed his appreciation for the assurances which I hod given 

him on behalf of our Government, he spent the entire day (Tuesday) with 

General Franco . It is my opinion that his statements of today reflect 

Franco's attitude. 

In my opinion and 1n view of t!>e risk to Spain presented by military 

activities by the Un1 ted !lations in northwest Africa, Franco is endeavoring 

to dissuade us by means or this implied throat from entering that territory. 

I do not belleve that he is neeessarily prepared to carry out the threat 

implied in Jordana's statements to me. I believe, nevertheless , that in 

view of present circumstances we must reckon with the possibility that 

any attempt by us to invade French ~orocco or Oran may be opposod with 

force by Spain. 

The Foreign Minister stated to me tha t he hD.<! spoken to the British 

Ambassador yesterday morning in a similar ve in. Sir Samuel Hor~ has not 

yet informed ms of his conversation with tho Foreign bliniater. I have 

not had an opportunity to discuss this latest development with the British 

Ambassador. Unquote . 

RolfiO.:)I"!ti at. 222~ , f:'!? 1 1'0Vflr.'ll'o~tr 7 , 1~4?,: , 

;r: t. • Jk ._ uCl'--~-
Jf'l r· 1 • ··ar ~·J.., 

rnpt.a..1 '1 , t· . :J . · ·o.vy 
•. C\.1 /.li& 

ROOSEVELT 
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.. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE - THE SECRETARY 

.. November 7, 1942 

PAHAPHRASE 

Telegram no . 1705 Dated : November 6, 10 9 . m. 

Rec ' d: November 7, 1:40 a . m. From : l·ladri d 

!he fe!tlbii!IIG an: g 10 lidd&C! BZJl@!i "'* 1111J! t· 

J"fQBET 8 ilf 

/ Thi s morning I saw the lUni ster for Foreign Affairs 

and reminded him that I had on Honday given him a formal 

declar ation by my Gove1•nment solemnly engaging it in 

connection with any future military operations by the 

United states in Africa or in Europe to respect the 

integri ty and sovereignty of all Spanish territory . The 

declaration by my Government conta ined a statement to the 

effect that it is i t a purpose to do everything possible 

to prevent Spain's being brought into the war. The 

declaration further stated that t he United States fully 

recognizes Spain ' s desire to stay out of the war. I stated 

t o the Foreign :41nis ter that 1 t was my understandi ng that 

the British Ambassador had on behalf of h1s Government 

given similar assurances and . that therefore any t hreat .. 
to Spa1~1 s neutrali ty could obviously come only from the 

Axis. DICLASSIFII'>D 
State Dept. letter, l-ll-72 Re9orts 

0290 
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Reports have reached me since last Uonde.y to the effect 

that the Spanish Government had been requested by Germany 

to :?ermi t :Passage of German troops through Spain in the 

event of military operations in Northwest Africa by the 

United Nations . Although I did not requeat confirmation 

of these reports, I did state to the -':oreign l<!inister that 

I wanted to make clear to him on behalf of my Government 

the simple fact that compliance with any such request on 

the part of Germany by the S9anish Government either now 

or. in the future I{OUld immediately bring Syain into the 

war. I added that it is my Government ' s understanding that 

t ha t is !)reoieely ~that t he Spanish Government wishes to 

avoid. 

I s t at ed to the For eign Ninieter the.t Spain's only 

hope of remaining out of the war in the face of t he threat 

by the Axis to bring Spain into the war would be for Spain 

to make it perfectly clear in advance that it is determined 

to defend ita neutrality not "only agai nst the United Nations 

but also again st the Alds thereby discouraging efforts by 

Germany to force Spain into the war. 

In thie connection I said that I was perturbed by two 

existing ciroumstances which made it questionable whether 

Spain intended in tact to give effective resi~tance to 

pressure from Germany to bring it into the war. I pointed 

out 
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out ~ha~ t he Spanish armed forces are at present dispoeed 

in such a l·tay as to permit resistance to possible attack 

from the south by United Nations' forces but not eo as to 

porm1t resi stance in the north to a possible attack by 

Germany from t hat direction. Secondly, I pointed out that 

the attitude by the S!,>anish press censorship was pro-

Axis and that it had converted the Spanish pres~ and 

particularly the off icial Fal ange press, into an instrument 

of political warfare on the side or the Axis. 

I informed 
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1 informed tho Foreign Minister tnat 1 bad boon 

autnorizod by tho President to state to him that ei1ould. 

Spain decide to make plain its determination to reeiet 
(__ 

all possible aggreseim by tho .lxie and it Spain silould 

eo desire in the event that such reeietmoe allould be<X> me 

neceaeary my Govement 'ID uld be prepared 1.mm diately to 

e~tend all posaiblo aeeietanco of every description to 

Spain. 

1 in!'ormed tho Fore ign Mi nister that my statement 

was for hisinformation llld for tho inforaation or the 

Chief' of state (reference your tole gram of November 4, 

6 p.m., no. 1161). 

Tho Foreign Minister emphatically denied tbat tho 

German Oovemment had requested his Gover-rnt• s com ent 

to ta. pauago through Spain of' Qol'DIIUl t roops. General 
A.. 

Jordana added that 1ile role wtnch :;pain had played during 

the Civil \liar was appreciated by .Gel'lllllly and Italy cd 

tb.it a i nce tho outbreak o f' tho World War no d emands on 

Spain had been made b7 either of t :.o se countries. On 

ita part, Spain appreciated t ho noble aes~ tanoo 'IIIlich 

she had received from tho so two countrioa during her 

tragic trials • 

General 
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Gene1•a1 Jordana stated that hie l}overnment had no 

fear that the Germane would enter Spa in or that hi e country 

would be forced into the war by the Axle -- unless French 
• 

~!orocco or Oran were invaded by the United Na tions . He 

added tha t the Euro9~an population or Fr ench Morocco and 

Oran was ),)r 1nc1pally Spanish, 

Morocco must be treated as a whole from the Spanish 

point of view. In both the French and the Spanish zones 

tQel'e is a homogeneous Moslem popull\t i on. A great deal of 

Spanish blood has been shed i n M0 rocoo . In both ~ones 

there are com.~on problems. The situation i n all f.lorooco 

would be disturbed by t he entry of any outsi de nation. 

Th ~re would inevitably be r eporouseions in Spanish Horoooo 

in the event of military activi ty in Fren ch Morocco and 

Spain would immediately be obliged to adopt precautionary 

military measures. Spain might not be in a position to 

decline assista nce from Germany . I made it clear to the 

Foreign Mini ster that such act ion would involve Snain in 

war against t he United Nations. 

General Jordana endeavored to intimate that Spain 

woul d not be i nvol ved in a war against the United Nat ion s 

by t he passage of Ger man troop s through Spain unless we 

came into Spain. I s t ated t ha t we would be obliged to 

- enter 
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enter Spain in such circum.atano .. and again -d• it c lear 

that it would involve Spain in war against us. 
\ 

The Foreign Minieter etated that 1n aa much as the 

two should be treated as a whole, the United Nations must 
----··· · ·· 

also respect French Morocco if they desired to respect 

Spanish Morocco. 

I stated that I was not able to agree with this 

assumption . I said that our entrance into Frenoh loloroceo 

would be no d11'ferent than our la.nding in France itself. 

I 1nf Ol"'lled 

.. 
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I informed the Foreign Minister that in the event 

that Spain 9&1·mi tted 1t eelf to be used by the Axi e, Spain 

wouLd bear the full reepone~b1lity of having attacked ue 

i n as much a s we had already given the Spani·eh Government 

our solemn promise not to violate Spanish eovereigntl'. I 

added t hat in so far as I had b een informed the ~ani sh 

Government had not r eceived similar aeeurancoe from the Axis, 

General Jordana made a special 9lea t hat no mat ter what 

we beli eved t o be our r i ghts we keep out of French M0 rooco 

and Oran. He added that anould our troops enter t hose 

terr itori es he hP.s fear s that i t will no t be possible for 

Spain to keep out of the war. He added further that i n 

the event that we do rema •n out of French Horocco and Oran 

it will be possible for Spain to oont l nue to remain neutral 

as it so ardently desires , 

In my opinion t his conversation wae intended as a 

threat, that should. we ent~r French H0 rocco or Oran Spain 

wi ll enter the war on the aide of t he Axi s . After my earlier 

conversation with General J0 rdana, at which time he expressed 

hl.e apprcci at l on for the assurances which I had given him 

on behalf of our Government, he spent the entire day 

(Tuesday ) with General Franco , It i s my opinion that his 

statements of today reflect Franco' s attitude , 

In ~Y opinion and in view of the risk to Spain ~resented 

by mi litary activities by the United Nations in Northwest 

Africa 
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Africa, Franco· i s endeavoring to disauade us by means of 

t his implied threat from entering that territory, I do 

not believe tha t he is necessarily prepared to car ry out 

the thr eat i mplied in Jordann • a statements to me, I 

believe, nevertheless, tha t i n view of present ciroumBtanoes 

we must reckon with the possib1l3l.ty that any attempt by us 

to i nvade French Morocco or Oran may be opposed with force 

by Spain , 

The For eign Minister stated t o me that he had spo~en 

to t he British Ambassador yesterday nor ning in a similar 

vein . Sir Samuel Hore has no t yet informed me of his con-

veraation w1 th the Foreign Mini ater \" 

,.A:J;ii £ 1 Ql!S SPD?Int
7 t 2 I have not had an o:pportuni ty, 

~!herefore, to discuss t his latest development with the 

British Ambassador, 

8 WBS 
MLY.:MCW: SS 

HAYES 

American Ambassador 
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.t1I.T'I.'EE. L!t..~PL .. ND D..i.r...!• , Ji:l.Clt CLJ .. L.DiG FULL !.:.ILI'!' • .RY 

~ C0.~~10 Ol' FilEHCn ::'OHC~ IJ i\Oi\TE 1\ND \' • .;.-T hl'RICA. 

TF..L ?RHCIP .(.1 THOUGHT TC ""' D!UV :.:.N HOIJE TO ALL THRLI:. 

· · Olo Th.t . ..,E .rRI;...,LQ;i.~ I :> Thl,'l' TH,; ~ITU,,Tl.;N I v TOWS OOL..:LY 

. .. 

IN Tll.i. l~IJ.IT...l\Y Fihl.D AND 'HiaT .hNY DECI<>I ,•N BY ANY ONE OF THEM, 

OR BY l!LL OF TEEl.l , IS ::.UBJECT TO Ri!.'VIE\1, AND Al'l:'riOVJ\L OF 

ALSO I 'lEl:~lii. IT V.OULD li.::. ~I.E.LL TO FIND OUT B::FORE 

DE C..ULLVS :1nlt L;~VS!; FQ,l .iJRIC ... JU::.T ViJiAT hiS INSTRUCTIONS 

. J.RE. 

. . 
' . 

Released fro1 the Map Hoom 
nt 1900, E'I.'T , November 11, 191,2. 

*~ 
\'/ . C . L:O'l'T 

Lieutenant, U.S . tt. R • 

. ' 
I 

,. .. ' 

RO;:JS.:.VELT • 

. . 
: 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH INOTON 

FOR FORL!ER !lAVAL PERSOn 

• 1 

November ll, 1942 . 

I ac very happy with the latest news o1· your splenctia 
I I L_. 

cacpaign in Egypt, and of ~he success tha t has attended our~~ 

landing in West and North Africa. 

This brings up the additional steps that should be taken 

when and if the South shore of the Mediterranean is cleared 

and under our control. 

It is hoped that you with your Chiefs or Staff in 

London and I with the Co!Jibined Staff here lll2.Y make a survey 

of the possibilities including .forv;ard movements directed 

against Sardinia, Sicily, Italy, Greece and other Balkan 

areas and including the possibility of obtaining Turkish 

support for an attack throush the Black Sea against 

Germany 1 s flank. 

In regard to deGaulle, I have hitherto enjoyed a 

q~1et satisfaction in leaving him in your hands -­

apparently I have now aqquired a similar problem in 

brother Giraud. 

I wholzy acree that we must prevent rivalry between 

the French Emigre ~actions and I have no objection to a 

deGaulle emissary visiting Kingpin in Algiers. We must 

remember that there is also a cat fight in progress 

between Kingpin and Darlan, each claiming full military 

• 
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r-zo qil. co=nd of French forces in North and \',est A.1'r1oa. - The principal thought to be driven ho~to all three 01 

these priroadonnas is that the situation~oday solely in 

the military field and that any~ecision by any one of them, 

or by all of them, is subject to review and approval o1' 

Ame4aen F es'e .J::;U....,J.,. • eA--· 

Also I think it wouln be well to find out before 

deGaulle•s man leaves for Africa just v;hat his instructions 

are. 

ROOSEVELT 
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FROl~ : -
TO : PRIME 

I am very happy with the latest news of' your splendid 

campaign in Egypt, and or tho success that has attended our landing 

in 'Nest and North Africa , 

This brings up the addit i onal steps that should be taken when 

and if the South shore or the Mediterranean is cleared and under our 

control , 

It is hoped that you with your Chief's of' Stof'f' in London 

and I with the Combined Starr here may make a survey or the possibilities 

including f'orward movements directed against Sardinia, Sicily, Italy, 

Greece , and other Balkan areas and including the possibi lity or 

obtaining Turkish support f'or an attack through the Black sea against 

Germany's f'lank , 

in regard to deGaulle 1 1 t ' s- still tUJ eensicloted opilliotr 

~Ul\y assootat1cn b9 "''• ibk ioha ?:arch. osuaret'ea at .n:rs ·CLae 

WQ 1~ &dd I ll', llWLdiUJ.Q.yJJ;j 98 ~e ..oem eC£ to in til at PtO.At 
J. ' n:;_ ,fs- I. 

'l'l be I have~ enjoyed a quiet aatisf'action in leaving ~At~ 

•:P' •!Qs t d sg 7 7 e in your hands - apparently I have now acquired a 

similar problem in brother Giraud, 

I tr 

the~ Honor 

will not ~: ~ 
provided w.\ meetin~t thirty 

r11'le. ~ 
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I ·u ' ___ .. ____ __ - ~-

Navecber 14, ·1942, 

OPliAV ., 
.ALUSNA LOI!DON 

FROJ' TF'l'l PRES!D&liT TO TilE FORllER NAVAL PERSON PERSONAL .ANI) 

YOUR. Nt1!BER 189, I TKINK YOU A.IJll I HAVE OVERlOOKED ONl': Vi!RY. 

llAPOllTAliT STEP IN REJ:.ATJON TO AllY OPr>'RATIONS SPP.INGING FRO:II TilE EASTERN 

1/llnlTEPI!A>'IEAll . I SUGGeST Tl!AT AFTER WB '!AVFl CONSIDERJro OUR PRELI!!l!IARY 

STUDIES ViE SHOVLD S&NP A SIIALL BRITISH- A.\!SRICk" STAFF 'l'Wl'l', POSSIBf,Y 

LIYITRD ro 'IYIO OF!'ICERS FROY !AC" OF l'S , TO !.:OSCC'If ro DISCuSS 't!!E 
·. 

PROCEDURE 'I'IITl' UR. STALIN AND RIS STAFF, 

I REALIZE TF.AT TRIS W.Y (' AVS! 'SOI.'E DELAY BU'! ONE .V1'1EK. IN 

. 
• 

' 
!lOSCOI'I Sl!OtTLO, SllFFICE AND FROll EVRRY POlllT OF VJ.EW IT UlOKS WIS;t TO IIAV& . 

'·' 
CLOSER STAFF r.OOPERATIOII TP'fl liEARE1l l!l': •nET TO THE SLACK SBA ~ RUSSIA. , 

• . . 

1942. Rel eased at l l t45, EWT, NoTe:ber 1,, 
':J. c.. •. M. e G._~,.____,---. 

•• 

JO'!N L, JloCREA 
captain, U, S, NaT¥ 

W..ftl Aide 

. . 
·' 

ROOS~'IELT 

111ft! IRUIE· 

r 

211 
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• 
Pl!lOl"ITY 

OP~'A'f! 
~.L11Sl!A, L'"mON 

FOR THE FORl'ER NAVAl PCRS!llf "T"':' TPR "'RESID":~i'l' PF.:lS0%1. 

Al'll - Jro. 212 . 

:'J!S . PCCSP.'I'l.T nRIV1\" SJ.Ft!Y T"'JS ''O!'r.l?l1 ~lro I '5'1' m:R 

J! Al"POPT A!:t> 1'0"10 ':IT'p ViEI.L AP> T'!!'lii .!'.:D 'Y S'JE!IY llo.\IEl!T • 

ROOSEVELT 

Roloaaod tr~ tho rao Rooo at 
1026, >:If!' , :fove:>bor i 7, 1.~ : 

-'- · "'-~ -J :,..:::..:.-;--

JOPll L. !'cCPI'..A 
taptain , tt . ~ . ~&.TY 

tile 0.1. 
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?RIO"ITY 

OP!!t.V fT!O~·'t 
TO !~Lt:SJ'.A, LC'I!lON 

AP('1'7 TlA.'UJ_I( . -l F6LT I SI'N1.D ACT FAST SO I "'11'.>;: .rrs~ Gr""'' 

Lli'E Jl"' ! '!'P"S~ ·I'C '"'Ill ~~ /.Cf '.l"l'f:O J.T fiCO:: T'}.ltr"> . I~ fOtL(1'1S 

' n; <'Y !"""'"" 214 • . . 

l'eleaeed fro::. the "~!-~ te 11ouae "ap 
l!oo:'l at 1730, 'CY, ::ove::~ber 17, }Q(.2, 

rm:sTF.ll fiA'"'Cill> 
Lt , Colonel , Oeneral s •atf 

ROOS&Yr.:l,T 
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PIJ.Il< lJJ!GUAGE . DESP ATCR • ·._ 
' • 

SEI!D IK CU:AR . ' 

PRIQiUfY . ' . • 
1 

'F'IDLh l'lPNAV 
TO 1 },LtlSliA, LOJ-!DOll .. 

• 
PERSOJ.!AL FPQIL TilE PR<:SIDEN:J; FOR THE FORJ.!ER NAVAL PEP.SON 

110, 2f4. 

IN lill r•u 11i1Wii fBil!!Oil31 

~~ I ll,\''1'1 ACCRPTRD .')El"l"Al EIS!mi'!C'.'IF.R 'S P.OI.I TI CAL 

Alll:All!i;;".r:'""'S .li.AD"l R>R T~· Tll::E !l1':INr. Il' llOl!'l'II".,R!i !!~ l'l'SSTE!lll }.FRICP.. 

I TROROl)'GHLY. tJNTlEPSTllll1) AH'J !!'PROVE '\')i1;\ F.!:ELJIID I N THE 
' 

tn'.r.TEO STM:ES JJom <lRli:A't BRITAIN AND f.lf,ONG ALL T!IE O'L'freR WITED 
0 ' . • 

' . 
lfAUOI!S Tl!.AT I N ' VI E\'1 OF :!!HE !USTORY OF TilE PAST T'l/0 YEARS NO . . . . 

. Pf.;RMMililllT J.ll!W!TiillflliT SJ'!OtTtD BE l.tADlt WI TH A!llliRAL flARUN , PEOPU: 
I , . 

. It! THE UNITED NATlONS LIKEWISE l'(QULD l!EVER U~'DJ>RSTAND THE .Ri;cO",.. 
' ' . ·. 

"li~TICN OF A llECC}lSTITl!TINO OF THE VICHY GOYEJOO!ENT. llj F!Wl~E OR 

IN AHY· FRENCH TERRiTORY, 

VIE ME OPfGSED TO Fl\E!10l"All ¥1JiO S.t'PPORT P.ITW. A!ID THE 

AXIS. 110 ONE n:. 011\ l!!&f liAS ANY AllTIIORITY TO DISCUSS T~ ~E 
...... 

,THE FU'l'tlRE FRENOR GOVEI!~~ WILL B.E "!iSTABLIS!mll •• · NOT .. 
BY .ANY IJIDIVIDllAL Ill t!Er.B.OPOLITJ.l'! F'i'AllCE OJ> OVE"SF..AS ·•• BT,JT BY TR! 

. F'JlENCI! PEOPU: :rHEli.SF.LVES Mi'ER TilEY l'.A~ ~ SSr FliES ~y Til! 
' 

''l t;l'J:OR>Y OF TilE UIIITED NATIQNS , •. 

' 
' 

T!lR P!!l':S";!' '!' 'i'R!.'PORARY Al1"!AJ>1'JJ!:!~!IT Hl .~Oim' A11)) m':ST AFlliOA 
' } 

IS Ol'LY A t'F.Y.l'C"All.Y Elln.DIEiiT, Jl'STI~ SOLELY liY THE 'S'l'R~SS OF 

BATTLE. 
'• 

TitS PJlRSEI!T nn.IPORARY ARRANGEli.EJIT 1!.AS ACCOMPLISIIBD '1'110 

•. 

•· 

' .. 

l'lLl'!'/il!Y OP.J',!CTI\188 , Tl!E F! l;ST "'AS TC SAVE Ali.ERIOAll All!) BRITISH LIVI8 
~ 

.· 

.. 

' . 

. ' 

' .. 

·, 

. . 
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NO . 214 • • pe.e:e. two , 

0!! THE OilS !IAN!>, AIID FT'E!lCII LIVES 0!' ~ O'l'FE'l l!.'J!!l . 

TP! SSCO''D 'liAS TRS VITJ.L !"ACTOR OF TI~. '!'!!E TEi'l'ORAI!'! 

A"''lAr'lE!!l!'"T liAS !:AilE JT !'OSSIBLE TC' AVOI !l J. "!:OPPII1'l TJP" PKI'IOD 

-C''I ~ ATTAM' F"((" ""'! 1'1"5'\' (\V tmfiS , A>m '1\'E llOPP. ON TriPOLI , 

EVP.'lY DAY OF DELAY IN '!113 CTI"'lmiT OPERATIO!l '\'iCULD P..AVB 

F.:aPLSD Tl'F. 0-.::'0J'.ANS Al!ll ITALIANS TC BUlL!> UP A S'l'RC!IG RESISTA!iCE, 

TO niG Ill AliD !'AKE A HUGS OPERATIOll ON OUR PAl!T BSSEJJTIAL l!Ef'ORB 

'liE coi!Ln VIIN , lffiRE MAlll, :!Alft :'ORE LIVES WlLL 3E SAVED U>' DER THE 

PRESENT SPI>&DY OFFENSIVE, THAN IF WE !lAD liAO TO oELAY IT !<'OR _A 

J.:miTll OR !!.ORE , 

IT VilLL ALSO llE NOTEo TllAT ~'FENCE. T~OOPS , UM>ER THE 

C0''!WID OF 'lEllERAL 111RAI11l, !!AVE J;LP.EADX BEEN I N ACT-ION AGAINST 

THE EllEIIY U' 'I'IJNlSI A, FIGHTING BY THE 'srDE OF AMAA! CAN AND BRITI SH 

SOLDIF.RS FOR TI!E UBERAT!OII OF THEIR COUJ\'TRY ~ 

AD!!l l'.AL DARL.U!'S PROCWIATION ASSISTED n r MAIW!Cl A 

"I'OPPJllO 11P" l'I'.P!OD ~('ESSARY , TB''l'Ol!A'!V Al>l'~.NG'!:J(';!ItS l'AUS TilT? 

' 
AD''IPJJ DARLA!( APPLY , l'ii'r!TCITI'l' ~XC~IC'J1 , TO Til!! Cl''lRP'T I CC'AL 

SI'-'"ATIOll Ol:TY. 

!IOR'I"'P.Rll JJ"'IrA 1'1!'0 'IA1) l!E<:'' J!.'?RISOFf.ll BECAUSE '!'1m' OP?OSM> TBB 

RH'OP.TS OF 'fiG I1AZIS TO OO::TilA~E Tl!3 ml:atD, MID J RAY'!: ASr.BD FOR 

TBR ABROOATIOII 01" J.lL U.'IIS AllD Dl!fRRS lP.SPil!Btl JIY J.lZI SOVE~,_>tl'lUI'!8 

01! ~'AZI ID!OI.OOI S!S. m:PORTS IIIDI CATB THAT 'f!IB FRBIICII OF l<Oi\TH 

AFI!lCA All'' SIIOORDINATI!'G J LL POU TICAL QUES'tlONS ~o THE POIUIATIOII 

.... ' l 
• .. 

) 

• 
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• . . • • -----
NO. 21~ -- paP,& throe . 

OF J. CWlfON P~C!}lT AGAU~ST TilE 'COI.'t!O!I ~IElJY , 

•• ' I 

"· 

-. 

Roloasod f'r001 tho \'/hit~ llouu !lap 
RoOIIl at 1730, tmT, l!ovember 17 , 1942, 

CHESTER 'l}.l.,,~OII'D 
Lt. Colonel , General Staff 

-.. -, 

B tlE .... F ~F;;:&! 

ROOSEVELT 

. ' 
•• 

~-------

-
..... 

-
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r;ovember 17' 1942. 

~:t!;!. !•t'r.~J. M-'-, r',.....:J;;-
Eisenhower's iccepiMtee f a• I have · Gener&l 

the time f'ieli i:icerl a r t anget!l&Rt Q in 

Northern and Western Africa. 

I thoroughly understand and approve the feeling i .n 

the United States and Great Britain and among all the d~ 

United !lations that 1n view of the history o1' the past 

two years no permanent arrangement should be made with 

Admiral Darlan. People in the United Nations likewise 

tl:t" 
VIOUld never understand recognition of a reconstituting 

~ 

of the Vichy Government in France or in any French 

teuitory. 

• l'ie are opposeci. to Fren.cllnum .. who support Hitler and --
~--t<)le Axis. No one 1n our A:r'JJ."' has any . authority to discuss , 

the future Government of France and the French Empire. 

The future French Government will be established ... 

not by any individual, •i•a•• in metropolitan France or 

-overseasJl but by t he French people themselves after they 

0310 
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have been set free by the victory of the United Nations. 

The present temporary arrangement in North and West ' 

.~ '·~---...::.£ ... - -· 
Africa is only a temporary expedient, justified solely by 

• 

the stress of battle. 

The present temporary arrangement has accomplished 

two military objectives. The first was to save American 

and British lives on the one hand; and ~ench lives on the 

other hand. . . 
• • 

1be second was the vital factor of time . Th~ temporary 

q • • 

arrangement has made it1 possible to~ avoid a mopping up 

period in Algiers and ~orocco which might have taken a 

month or two to consunil!la te. SUch a period would have 

delayed the concentration for the attack from the West 

on Tunis, and we hope on Tripoli. 

~ 

Every day of delay in the current operation would have 

enabled the Germans and Italians to build up a strong 
!( ,., , 

resistance, to dig in and make a •1J 1 +eJ¥ operation on 

our part essential before we could win. • 

•• • • • •• 



• • 
Hc.re ~gain , 

the ;:>r esent 

It 1:i ll also be noted that French troops , unaer the 

co .. Hland of Ueneral Girq,ud, have alreacy been in action 

against the enemy in Tuni s i a , f i Ghting by the side ol' 

JIJnerican ano. Bri t ish soldiers for the liberation of their 

country . 

Admiral Darlan•s proclamation ass i sted in making a 

II II 

mopping up period unnecessary . Tempor ary ~~rl:sx 

a rrangenents made wi th Admira l Darlan apply, wi thout 

exception, to t he current loca l situation only . 

I have requested the liberation of all per sons in 

ilorthern Africa l'!ho had been i mprisoned because t hey 

opposed the effor ts of' the Hazis to dominate the world , 

ano I have asked for the abrogation of a l l laws and 

decrees inspired by llazi Gove r nments or l~azi iaeolog i s ts. 

Reports indicate tho. t the French of iforth Africa are 

suborclinatine a ll politic"-1 questions to the for mation 

oi' thE a cotamon front ;;,;:..ins t the co!Mlon enemy . 
·::· {'-')~ * *{~ ·,h} 
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~SS--1-- HU-IilDlXIE FE.!.f.4SF! !'t'ttWHA \2": i{ 

~~~ ~::;""~Q;5jb~ 
(. . . 
t' I ~ve accepted Genera+ Eisenhower's pol itical arrangements 

made for t he time bei ng in Northern and Western Africa. 

I thoroughiy underst and and approve the feeling in the United 
States and Great :Sri tein and runong all the other United }lations tha t 
in view of the history of t he past two ye!li's no permnnent arrangement 
shoul d be mn.de wi th Admiral Dnrl t'.n . People in t he United Nations like >:ise 
woul d never understand the recognition of a reconstituting of the 
Vichy Government in Fr runce or in nny French t e rritory. 

We a re opposed to Fr enchmen who support Hitle r and the Axis. 
No one in our Army hP.S o.ny Ruthority to discuss the future Gover nmen t of 
Frnnce and the French Empire . 

The future French Government will be establioho.d -- not by nny 
i nd i vi dual in metropolitn.n Frnnce or over seas -- but by the Fr ench people 
themselves after they hnve been se t free by the victory of thR United 
Nntions. 

The present t emporary nrrPAgement in Nort~ ~~d Wes t Africa is 
only a temporary expedient , justified so l ely by the stress of battle. 

The present tempor!\ry nr rrungement hns nccomplish~d two military 
objectives. The first wr.s to snve Americe.n end Br itish lives on the one 
h!\nd , e~d Fr enc h lives on t~e other hnnd. 

The second wns t he vitnl fnctor of time. The tempornry 
a rrnngeoent hns mnde i t possible to nvoid n "mopping up" period in Algiers 
end ~!orocco which might have tAken a oon th or two to consur:unnt e . SUch n 
period ~<ould hnve delnyed the concentrnt ion for the nt tndc from the West 
on Tunis , 11nd Ye hope on Tri poli. 

<!:very dny of del ey in t~.e current operation would hnve enabled. 
the Germane ond Itnlinns to buil d up a strong re~istnnce , t o dig in And 
mAke n huee opor~tion on our part essentinl before we coul d win . Hore 
r,gain, mnny more l ives wil l be saved under the preaent "apeedy offensive, 
thnn if we hnd l:M. to delny 1 t for 1\ oonth or more. 

It will elso be ~ted tr~t French troops , under the command of 
Genernl Girnud, hnve nlrendy been in nction ngc.inst the enemy in Tunisia, 
fighting by the aide of AmericAn nnd Br itish soldiers for t he liber~ttion 
of the ir country. 

Adr'.lirnl Dar lan' s proclncr.t ion P.asisted in onking " "mopping up• 
period unnecessn~r . Teoporo.ry nrrnn&eoents nede with Adoirnl Dt\rlM applY , 
without oxcoption , to the current locnl situetion only. 

I hnve reques t ed the l iberntion of nll per~ons in Northern 
Africa who hnd been i mprisoned beco.use they opposed the effor t s of the 
llnzis to dor.linnte tho Yorld , ~nd I ~.nvc naked for the ~tbrogAtion of nll 
l rwa r.nd decrees inspired by ~lnzi GoverMents or Nnzi ideologists. l!e­
portr. indicate thRt tl~ French of North Africn Are subordinat ing nil 
politicRl ques tions to t he fomrtion of r. cocmon f r ont Pgf\inat t he 
coooon enemy-. ,, 
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THI! WHITt! HOUSI! 

WASH INGTON 

~r : ( . "".J.." 
,..~ ! !-"·;··:. : ~;:} November 18 , 1942 . 

FOR POR!JER NAVAL PERSON ro·· P"':SI1H!'T r:>"S"''l.I .':'" -

11 1" nr.1 21~ 

Your No . 198 . I have not the slight est objection to the 

unof ficial conference at Gibraltar or your sending Cadogan 

with Bedell Smith. However, I think it is or t he utmost 

i mportance that Eisenhower and your people should not (repeat 

not) discuss the political aspects in Nor th or West Africa 

at this time except to explore the existing situation in 

its military aspects . Most certainl y no political decisions 

should be reached at the conference . 

ve},...e.sod at l2CO, ~-"i'l', ,.r-v...,~l).,r 18, 19~2 

/)f{?~ ROOSEVELT 
-:-.. r .··~-r, 

1 T., rsnl 
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- THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

TO : ALU6Nr. LO liD) N 
November 18 , 1942 . 

FOR FOR:.!ER NAVAL PERSON l!'HOJ,i THE Pfl.:::>I DENT P.t:H;:,O.~,u, n.ND 

- NO. 216. 

Your No . 197 . I also have received through 

Russian Ambassa<ior here a message from Stalin which 

is almost a paraphrase of his message to you. I note 

a great impr ovement in the tone of our messages from 

~!oscov1 an<i I hope t hi s will continue . 

ROOSEVELT 

Rel1~ased from the White House Map 
Room at 1200, El'iT, November 18,1942 . 

VI. C. L\OTT 
Lieutenant , U. S. N. R. 

.. 

------
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November 19 , 1912. 

From: Opnav. 
To Aluana , London 

From the Pr~si1ent for the Formor Naval ?erson poraonal and 

~u~ber 217. 

Reference yo11r llo . 195 of November 18th the Combined Chiefs 

of Staff are now studying the possibilities for future actions in 

tho Uodi terranoan Theater , basin~ their studies on the following 

favorable and unfavorable assumption& an~or a combi nation of both. 

The favorable assumptions are: (l ) That Tunis ia has boon 

cleared o~ AY.is troops . (2) That t ho British 8th ArMy haa r eached 

Bongasi , but that the remnants of R~ol•s force are atill in being 

to the west of thnt place . (3) That tho Spanish r eactions t o 

Torch romnin satisfactory. ( 4) That t he lines of communication ar e 

eeoure . 

tho unfavorable ass~tions are the converse of the favorable 

asa~tions stated above . . 
Tho r.omb;.ned Chl.efs of Staf f will consider the oontonte of 

your llo . 195 of Noventbor 18t h in canMation with the st>td.iea on 

which ~~oy are now en~a~od . I wil~ tell you or their conclusions ao 

aoon aa possible , 

Roosevel t . 

Dl:CLASSIFIED 
Reloaaod f r om tho ~p Roo~ at 
1136, EWT , Nov~bor 19, 1942 • 

.;-. J.. • J.. .. c...-
By Deput~hivist of the U.S. 

a,. \•)~ en•t 
Dat e Ofu' 1 4 1971 

JOHN L, l!.oCREA 
Captai n, u. s. Navy 
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Telegram 4t 
Nove~ber 19, 1942, ~ 

:>ROL-l : TH!;; PRC:SIDEIIT 

TO : THE PRn.IE Ml!IISTER 

Reference your No , 195 of llovember lOth tho Combined 

Chiefs of Steff are now studying the possibilities for future aotions 

in the Mediterranean Theater, baaing their studies on the follov1ing 

favorable and unfavorable assumptions and/or a conbination of both. 

Tho favor able assumptions are : 

(l) That Tunisia has been clear ed of Axis troops . 

{2) That the British 8th Army has reached Bengesi, 

but that the remnants of Rornmol ' s force are still in being to 

the west of that place . 

(3) That the Spanish reactions to TORCH remain satisfactory . 

(4) That the lines of communication are secure , 

The unfavorable assumption~ ar~ the converse of the 

~favorable assumptions stated above . 

The Combined Chiefs or Staff will consider the contents 

of your No . 195 of NovemQer 18th in connection with the studies on which 
.J hll !d_t.Lt .. 

they are now engaged, .~ will he ' rfe,.sd of their conclusions ~ ;j 

~(...I..~ •~ r.-, fr· ~._; -6.4_ 

D!CLASSIJ'nD 
• By Depnt7 Archivist of t ile 0,1, 

:t!Q~~T;~t 

-
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

WASHINGTON 

~· ~ I ( 

November 18, 1942. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

Subject: Plans and operations in the 
Mediterranean. 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff recommend that you send the 
following reply to the Prime Minister in response to his message, 
No. 195, of November 18th, on the above subject: 

"From: The President 
"To: The Prime Minister 

"Reference your No. 195 of November 18th the 
Combined Chiefs of Staff are now studying the possi- · 
bilities for future actions in the Medi terranean 
Theater, basing their studies on the following favor­
able and unfavorable assumptions and/or a combination 
of both. 

"The favorable assumptions are: 

"(1) That Tunisia has been cleared 
of Axis troops. 

"(2) That the British 8th Army has 
reached Bengasi, but that the remnants of 
Rommel's force are still in being to the west 
of that place . 

"(3) That the Spanish reactions to 
TORCH remain satisfactory. 

" ( 4) That the lines of communication 
are secure . 

"The unfavorable assumptions are the converse 
of th~avorable assumptions stated above . 

/ - "The Combined Chiefs of Staff will consider the 
~ contents of your No. 195 of November 18th in connection 

h · 
~ 

' 
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v ith the atudiea on vh1ch they are nov engaged. You 
vill be informed o f their ooncluaiona." 

For the Joint Chiefs of Staff: 

WILLIAM D. LEAHY I 
Admiral, U. S. Navy, 

Chief or St.aff to the 
Commander i n Chief of the Army and Navy. 

- 2 -
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Novo:;~b'lr 19, 1942. 

FRO:U: OPltAV 
TO: ALUSNA LOliDOl~ 

FRO},; Till:: PR~:OIDE.''<T TO 'l'jlh FOK~ER . fu.V.'IJ, Pl:.RSON PERSON/U. AND 

• 218 

REPLTI:'G TO YOOR ~.;,G_ NO , 196 OF !IDVu:D.i:R 18 

" I l>.w IN CO..fPL=.""T:S AG~-.._:;-:: ~J;.T VIJ(f EFFOi~ E.HOULD a:.. ...hD: TJ 

S.Et."D .ANOTnZI: CJ!NO I TO RUSSIA AT Tlii:. IA.1LIE;,T POSSIDLE DATE, 

IT IS NOTED THAT YOU CAN ;:.AI{,;; AVAI,LA'BU. ESCORT VESSltt.S 

FOR TliE CLOS:: <.SCO.itT .>iiD So!-'1:. FJR TH.t.. COVJ::RI~ A!U> STf:IKI!:G li'ORCJ:'.S 

!l'JT YOU F..;:. 'I'!lAT 'T\',W.V: A.DDITIJNAL O;.,.:oT;lO'!....S .J\R;; m;.c~::;,my FOR 

.ADEQ.UAT'- PROT!CTIOII. 

tou AAi!i FkULIAR VoiT!i THL l'IEOit:SITY OF OUR h.ADICAL 

REDUCTION OF .:SCORT FORCZ$ J:."VEN TO fui.TJ.IN!NG IN Tlll. NrLM'TIC 

D'ESTllOUE:- IJ!lG::::l<T.i.'! illi'I,.UlRiD Ill T~ "'ACifiC IN ORDl.a TO PROVIDE 

THE .iOVE.u:.N•r OF LSSENriAl. FOLLOW UP CONVOYS FRO!>\ .PJJERICA 

TO AFRICA IS CONTINGENT IJP()N AVAILABILIT'! OP .t.SCORT V..:S.>iil.S AND Thi. 

TOt1Cil OP":AATICN :.:UST B1. AD.:.-..UA'i:JJ..'{ SUP.l'ORT£0. 

DZ.."'TilOY'..:R LOS~.;.$ ;,N!) o;.;.u.c:- TO D:::STron;n.·. IN JL:C..::rr 

NAVAL OPZRA.TivNS IN TlU PACIFIC !L".VE B..wtl 60 SErtiOU~ AS TO 

_NECEsSITJ.TJ" ~~ IiJMEDIAT.C RETtffiN Oli' Till:: DLS~ERS"'BOR.l\0~ 

THE PACIFIC .roR TORC!i, -- ' 'l'l!I-8 WILL !.EAVt: IN 'l'fU: M:WIN'riC ONLY J.ll~ IU:~tUlru:.t::NTS 

lOa FOW..OW UP OONVOYS TO AFa!CA ~ !.lAKES IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR US TO 

PROVID.t. 'l".r.i£ DESTRO'r..RS 1011 TliE RUSSIAN COINOY· SUOGiS'l'Z!l IN YQOR 

li4ESSAG.::. NUMBER 196. I WISH I COULD SEND YOU' A L\ORJ.i P'AVORA.a.LE 

ANS\\'Ea, 

Released at ll:)S ~~. NOvecbor 19, 1942. 

~.. " .. "". 0 . .., 
.TOW~ L. :.ioORZA ""':";"- = 
Captain, U. b. NaT.r 
Ana 

...... 
• 
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TELEORAIC t 
Nov , 19 , 19~2 

( PRESIDE!IT TO ?RIUE MI!IISTER 

Replying to your message No , 196 of '!!ovember 18 I am in 

complete agreeme~t that every effort should be made to send another 

convoy t o Russia at the earliest possible date. 

I t is noted t hat you can make availabl e escort vessela for the 

close escort and some for the covering and striking forces but you 

reel that twel ve addi tional destroyers are necessary for adequate 

protection. 

You are familiar with the necessity of our radical reduction 

of escort forces even to retainiJ18 in the Atlantic destroyers 

urgently required in the Pacific in order to provide escort vessels 

for Torch. 

The movement of essential f ollow up convoys from America to 

Africa is contingent upon availability of escort vessels a?d the Torch 

opera tion must be adequately supported , 

Destroyer losses and damage to destroyers i n recent naval 

operations in the Pacific have been so serious as to necessitate an 

immediate return of the destroyers borrowed from the Pacifi c for Torch, 

This will leave ' in the Atlantic only min~ requirements for 

follow up convoys to Africa and mnkes it impossible for us to pr ovide 

tho destroyers for the Russian convoy suggested in your message 

Number 196 . J vt.-~.' v/.. .:J 1.1)-r , ./ ,( IJ.. t , .J '/II.,, 
f · ,, fl- ... tr... " .. , t t>--¢ • • ~ 1,:) 1 · · l it tt ·~I( te/lr-

,, 
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THJ[ WHITJ[" HOUSK 

WASHINGTON 
NOV 181942 

1ID.:0 FOR AD:UILU. LEAJ:IY 
AD...:t&U. UNG 

that I 

The President directed 
1 _.... ,.,._ • I '1'­

refer the nttaohed to you 

for consideration and prepar~tion 

or a draft or a re~ly 

• 

• 

I 

• 
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Co!~-UNCI-t FILE UNITED STATES FLEET 
HBADQUARTE.ftS Of' Ttl£ CoMMANDER lN CHJEP 

NAVY DEPARTMENT. WASHINGTON, D. C. 

November 18, 1942. 

J.IDv!ORANDUM FOR ADMIHAL LEARY 

Subject: Request of Prime Minister for 12 U.s . Destroyers 
for Supporting Movement of a Convoy to North 
Russia . 

1. The foll owing proposed draft is submitted as a re-
ply to the Prime I!Iinister ' s request : 

" I am in full agreement t hat every effort shoul d 
be lll8.de to send anot her convoy to North Russia at t he 
earliest possible date. I t is noted that you can provide 
t he close escor t am most of the necessary covering and 
s triking forces including seventeen d estroyers, bu t that 
you feel that t wel ve additional destroyers a re needed to 
i nsur e adequate pr otect ion to the convoy , ' 

"You a re familiar with the necessi ty of our •Strip­
ping to the bone all of our escort for ces and even retain­
ing in t he Atlantic s even DDs assigned to and urgentl y 
required in the Pacifi c, in or der to provide the destroyers 
for TORCH. The movement of tol low-up convoys from U.s. to 
TORCH area i s cont i ngent upon t he availability of escort 
vessel s . Our destroyer l osses in the Pacific which have 
been heavy during the past few weeks necessitate returning 
immediatel y DDs borrowed from the Pa cif ic for TORCH . \'/hen 
this i s done t here remain i n At lant ic DDs sufficient t o 
meet onl y min i mum requi rements for t he absol utely necessary 
follow-up movements for WORCH which I deem essenti al t o 
exploi t the success so far att ained. I regr e t that the 
s i tuation does not permit furnishing the dest royers ruggested 
in your No . 196 of the e ighteenth" . 

.1!: . J . KING . 

DIOLAIUru:o 
IJ AUil!OIIit7 Ot Afk Oi'f'\f 

O'*'J1141<T5:5"11. (G JIYM tUMVC 'lbrb:;. 
17 BJIP,/uDnte MAY 1 \97Z 
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Novo~her 19, 1942. 

l"ro:n: - Opnav 
•ro Alusna , London 

For the Fonner l!a val ?arson from the President personal and 

~o. 21!1. 

I tol d the p ress yes terday in conf idence nn old orthodox 

/' church proverb used i n the Balkans that appears aopl icable t o our 

pr esent Darl an - de Gaulle problem, Quote: Ny c hildren, it is 

permit ted you in t i me of ,.rave dange r to wlllk with the devil unti 1 

yo11 hav<! crosaed the br idge . Unquote . 

In re~nrd to North Afri ca and possibl y additional future 

areas, I thi nk yo11 and I mi,;ht gi ve some ccnsiderntion to 1he idea 

of appointin~ onfl Bri tisher and one Amer ican to whom woul d be 

given aut hor i t y not to admi nister civil functions but to hold a 
. 

veto povtor over French civil ad:ninistro.tors, and to di rect than 

in ro.re instances to follow out certain policies.. For example, 

I sent word to Eisenhower that all politi cal p risoners in North 

nnd West Africa must be 'r ehnse d. If' Perlan fails to carry out 

t~i s directive . Eisenhower must at once exercise his authority 

ns Supreme Commander and take i ndependent aotion in the matt er, 

Releo.sed from the ilap Room at 
1730, E'lrr, November 19 , 1942. 

Roosevelt. 

r ._. A.. • L.c~. - -----
JOIDI L . McCREA 

Captain, U. s. Navy 
Naval A1 de to the President 

the 0 . 8. 
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November 19, 1942. 

FOR FORi.:ER llAV AL PER~Oll 

I told the press yesterdAy in confidence an old 

orthodox church proverb used i n the Balkans that appears 

applicable to our present Oarlan - de Gaulle problem. 

Quote: My children, it is pormitted you in time of grave dnneer 

to walk with the devil until you have crossed the bridge: unquote 

In rega1'd to llorth Africa and possibly additional 

future areas , I think you and I might Give some consideration 

to the idea of appointing one B1'it1sher and one Acerican to 

whom would be given--authority not to administer civil functions 

but to hold a veto po•;er over French civil administrators , and 

to direct them in rare instances to follow out certain policies . 

For example , I sent word to Eisenhower that all political 

prisoners in North and West Africa must be r eleased. If Oarlan 

fails to carry out this directive, Eisenhower must at onoo 

exercise his authority as Supreme >;:ommander and take independent 

action i n the natter. 

0325 
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November 19, 1942. 

By DpP.u 
By \\), 

DECLASSIFIED 
the u.s. 

Alusna, London 
Date·----~~~=-~~-------

FrOln the .t"rosi dentl'Or the Former Na'\>'al !'orson persont\l and 

.. tlo. 220. 

I have received a telegra~ from t he Prime Minister of Australia 
as 

and/he does not say t hat he is repeating it to you , I am sending it 

to you in my following dispatch. 

I have sent i t to the Combi ned Staffs i n Vlnshington with the 

following m&.norandum: 

Quote , I enclose telegram f rom ~'rime Uinister of Australia. 

I hope you will consider t hi s and let me have your jud(llllent as to 

what reply should be made , Obviously the Bri t i sh Combined Staffs 

should be consulted and their opinion be given great wei ght , in 

view of t he f act t hat while the African operation is lar~ely 

Amer i can on the westgrn end, it is preponderantly British on the 

eastern end. 

It is my snap judgment that Y~ . Curtin should be told: 

(A) That it is essential that General Alexander's and 

General ~{ontgomery' s operations continue in full ewing 

and that is cannot be l nterrupted by the remoyal of any 

division or unit until ths whole African operntl on rrom 

Algiers to Egypt is definite ly settled in our favor and 

evor Y. Ger.nan nn~ eV')ry Italian 1s driven out of Arrica . 

( B) I t hink we shoul d im?ress on Ur , Curtin that the 

opening of the lledi t errnnean to throul(h shipping to the 
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safety of Australia , and that tho work of the Ninth Division i e 

a caaponent part of the whole. 

(C) As to the r eturn of tho DiTia!.on to Australia after tho 

oanpletion of the African operation, I feel that this ia a 

matter pricarily for tho decision of the Combined Staffa hero 

and in London. 

(D) If I felt sure that tho roturn of the Ninth Division to 

Australia would rcoult in ita being reconstituted aa an ex-

perienoed fightinr, division available for use in New r.uinoa 

or oome other leland, I would bo inclined to lot it ~o back 

to Australia for that purpose. The di'Vision is entitled to 

a rest period after i to strenuous campai~a in the Rgyptian 

area, but I think it should be kept intact , filled up with 

trained officers and made definitely available to tnke tho 

offensive northward from Australia. Unquote . 

I hope, therefore, that you will take this up with your people 

and my people in London. The primary consideration must , of oourao , 

bo tho relationship of the llinth Division to the Africa ct.Lipaign 

and after that there ia tho aoeondary consideration of building 

up tho Australian strength for use north of Australia. 

Roleaaed from the !l.ap Room at 
1747 , F:YIT , November 19, ·l 942 . 

Roosevelt . 

v - L... . ,.{.. ¢ c...._ -. 
JOHN L. ~:oCR&A 
Captain, 1•.$. Navy 

Naval Aide to tho Proaidont 

-
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c 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHI NGTON 

November 19, 1942. 

FOR FORIJER llAVAL PERSON 

I have received a telegram from the Prime Minister of 

Australia and as he does not say that he is repeating it 

to you, I am sending it to you in my following dispatch. 

I have sent it to the Combined Staffs in Washington 

with the following memorandum: 

"! enclose telegram from Prime t.!inister of Australia. 

I hope you will consider this and let me have your juagment 

as to what reply should be made. Obviously the British 

Combined Sta£fs should be consulted and their opinion be 

given great weight, in view of the fact that while the 

African operati on is largely American on the western end, 

it is preponderantly British on the eastern end. 

It is my snap judgment that Mr. CUrtin should be told: 

(a) That it is essential that General Alexanoer•s 

and General Montgomery's operation continue 1n fUll 

sv:ing and that it cannot be interrupted by the 

removal of any division or unit until the whole 

African operation from Algiers to Egypt is det'initely 

settled in our favor and every German and every 

Italian is driven out of Africa . 
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(b) I thi~ ~e should iopress on ~- CUrtin that 

the opening of the ~editerr&nean to through shipping 

to the Far East via the Suez Canal is oi" major 

benefit to the safety of Australia, and that the 

Hork of the Ninth Division is a component part or 

the whole. 

(c) As to the return of the Division to Australia 

after the completion of the African operation, I 

feel that this is a matter primar~ly for the 

decision of the Co~bined Staffs here and in 

LondonJ e~Q I lWi: adui GiRg lt!:'r, SQnrch1lsl il •hab 

&IZUU . 

(d) If I felt sure that the return of the Nintn 

DiviSion to Australia would result in its being 

reconstituted as an experienced fighting division 

av&ilable for use in New Guinea or some other 

Island, I would be inclined to let i~ go back to 

Australia for that purpose. The division is 

entitled to a rest per.iod after its strenuous 

campaigns in the Egyptian area, but I t hink it 

should be kept intact, 1'1lled up with trained 

officers and made de1"1n1tely available to take 

the offensive north1·;ard from Australia." 

I hope, therefore, that you Vtill take this up w11:h your 

people and my people in London. The pri mary consideration 

.. 
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cust, of course, be the relationship o! 1:he 1:1nth DivlSion 

to: .the Axrica caJUpaign and after tha t there is the secondary 

consideration oi' building up tho Australian strength l'or 

use north of Australia . 

) 

• . 

.. 
• • 

ROOSE~LT 

. \ : 
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FROM: OPNAV 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH INGTON TO: ALUSNA LONDON 

FROM THE PRESIDENT TO THE 
November 19 , 1942. 

... FORMER NAVAL PERSON: P:ERWNAL AND NO. 221 

Here is t he dispatch re~erred to in No. 220 

"Dear President Roosevelt, 

I have carefully considered t he suggestion in 

your telegram of November let for the retention of the 9th 

Imperial Division in the Middle East and your proposal to 

send the United States Division to Australia from Hawaii 

conditional on the right to divert it elsewhere within the 

Southwest and South Pacific areas. 

2. As explained to Mr. Churchill in my telegram 

of October 17th, which was repeated to you , it is impossible 

tor Australia to despatch to the Middle East the reinforce­

ments necessary for the maintenance of the 9th Division in 

view of the difficulties already being experienced in main­

taining the Australian Army and· meeting the heavy wastage 

from tropical warfare in New Guinea. Unless the Division 

returns to Australia it cannot be maintained~reas-t·t-----------~ 

can be built up again in Australia by the allocation or 

personnel from other f ormations which are being disbanded 

owing to contraction in the number or our divisions. 

3. The attitude or the Australian Government 

haa all along been quite definite and clear regarding the 

tuture employment ot this Division. 

4 . After the outbreak ot war with Japan, and 

------
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By De THE WHITE HOUSe: 

s,. __ ~~rw~~~----­
Da to. __ ~HL~~~~--------

WASHINGTO N 

2. 

tollowing a statement generously volunteered by M~. 
-. 

Oburohill that no obetaolee would be placed in the way 

ot Australian troops returning to detend their homeland, 

the Government requested that all Australian troops over­

seas should ret~n to Australia. 

6 , In March we allowed t~brigade groups ot 

the 6t h Diviai~n to be used in Ceylon on the underetanding 

that the 9th Division would return to Australia as soon as 

possible. !lad these brigadee returned directly to 

Australia we would have been able t o strengthen the torose 

in New Ouinea much earlier with battle trained troops. 

6, In April the Government agreed to the post­

ponement ot the return ot the 9th Division until it could 

be replaced in the Middle Eaet. 

7, When the Australian Government had every 

reason to expect the _l'!lturn ot the D1vJ.s1on in-July it 

raised no objection to its t ranster trom Palestine to the 

Weetern Deeert to help stem the Axis advance. Mr. Ohuroh111 

was advised there would be dittioultiee in the despatch ot 

turther reintoroemente trom Australia and that when available 

reserves were exhausted the Division would have to be with-

drawn trom the line ot battle. 

8, On July 30th in a turther personal telegram 

to Mr . Ohurohill I stated it was impossible tor the 
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Government to do more than agree t o an extension ot the 

period for the temporary retention ot the 9th Div1aion in 

the Middle East. A limit was set to reinforcements that 

would be available and it was specifically stated ancillary 

unite were not to be broken up tor use as reinforcements, 

It was amphasi~ed the Commander- in- Chief Middle East would 

therefore need to have these tach i n mind i n hie usa ot 

t he Division. 

9. Mr. Churohill, the Australian Represent ative 

on the United Kingdom War Cabinet and the Commander ot the 

Division have been intormed:-

(a) No further reinforcements tor the 9th 

Division are being deepatohad trom Australia. 

(b) The Government 1e not agreeabl e to the 9th 

Division being broken up by the replacement ot wastage 

trom ancillary and other unite. 

(c) It ie eeaant1al that the Commander-in-Chief 

Middle East should have regard to t his position i n hie usa 

ot the 9th Division. 

The Government views the present usa ot the 

Division as absolutely governed by the tultilmant ot the 

conditione laid down by it soma time ago and I have told 

Mr. Churchill that i n our plana and disposi tions we are 

relying on the Division baing retu.rned in good shape and 
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strength, Now that the situation in the Middle East tor 

which the 9th Division was retained has been cleared up 

satisfadDrily, the Government expeots early effect to be 

given the understanding reached in April. 

10. You might be interested to know that on 

the entry of Italy into the war certain unite of the 6th 

Division reinforoements and Corps troops were diverted to 

the United Kingdom, where they were organized into the 9th 

Division for the defence of Britain against invasion. Th1e 

Division, which was later transferred to .the Middle East 

and withstood the siege of Tobruk, therefore really became 

an add;tional overseas commitment. It was realized at the 

time that it would probably be beyond our capacity to 

maintain it and experience has proved this to be the case. 

11, Decisions on global strategy have been 

taken by Mr. Churoh111 and yourself, The Commonwealth 
-- ------- - -

Government has shown a ready w1llingqese to co-operate 

in other theatres at considerable risk to the security of 

Australia. Th1e has been demonstrated by the service 

overseas or our naval, land and air forces and our continued 

participation in the Empire Air Training. Boheme. The 

Government considers the contributions it has made to 
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other theatres entitle it to the assurance that the 

~ullest possible support will be given to the situation 

in the Paci~1c. You will recall that the military 

advisers o~ the Commonwealth Government consider that 

three ~rther divisions are necessary in the Southwest 

Pacific area. In view o~ its responsibilities tor the 

local de~ence o~ Australia and in light or the views o~ 

its advisers, the Government reels that the maximum 

strength o~ Australian toroes should be concentrated in 

the Southwest Paoitic area to meet all contingencies o~ 

the military situation in the Paci~ic. 

12. We are grate~ul to learn that you are 

sending to the South or Southwest Paci~ic Area the 

Division ~rom Hawaii, We would be delighted to welcome 

it to Australia where it would be an invaluable addition 

to the two splendid American Divisions already here. 

Yours sincerely, 

JOHN CURTIN. • 

i\OOSEVELT 

Released at 17:45, ~n. November 19 , 1942. 

v t.. . ;i .. t..<C._... ______ _ 

JOI:IJ.~ L. McCREA, ' ~ 
Capta1n1 U. s. Navy 
Naval A1de 

• 
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From The President for The Former Naval Person personal 

and-No . ~ 
In reply to your 211 . We of course have no intention of 

abandoning Roundup. No one can possibly know now whether or 

not we may have the opportunity t o strike across the Channel 

in 194j 'and if the opportunity comes we must obviously grasp 
• • 

it. However t he determination as ' to the size of the force 
' 

which we should have in Bolero in 1943 is a matter which should 

' require our joint strategic considerations. It is my present 

thought that we should build up as rapidly as pres ent active 

operations permit a growing striking force in the U.K. to be 

used quickly in event of German collapse or a ver y large fo r ce 

l ater if Germany remains intact and assumes a defensive position. 

The conclusions of The Combined Chiefs of Staff at the 

meeting last summer i n London indicated that the mounting of 

Torch necessarily postponed the assembling of the required 

forces in the United Kingdom. In view of our requirements f or 

the initiation and maintenance of Torch our studi es indicated 
f ... 

I • 

that we could not send forces and materiel to the United Kingdom 

at this time in excess of that stat ed by General Bartle . Until 

we have provided ade~uately against the possible reactions from 

-
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Spanish Uorocco , and are clear as to the situation in Tunisia , 

North Mrica must naturally t ake precedence . We are far more 
• heavily engaeed in the Southwest Pacific than I antici pated 

a few months ago. Neverthel ess , we shall continue with Bolero 

us r api dly as our shipping and other resources permit . I 

believe that as soon as we hove knocked the Germans out of 

Tunisi a , and have secured the danger against any reel threat 

from Spain, that we should proceed with a military strategical_ 

conference between Great Britain, Russia and The United States . 

I am hoping that our military position in Africa will be such 

that a conference mi ght be held in a month or six weeks. Our 

own Combined Chiefs of St eff will , I ·oelieve, have a recommendat i on 

for us within a ~ew days as to what the next steps should 

be, but I feel very strongly that we have got to sit down at the 

t abl e with t he Russians . My notion would be a conference in 

Cairo or Moscow: that each of us would be represented by a small 

group meeting very secretly: that the conclusi ons of t he 

conference would of course be ap~roved by the three of us . 

I would probably send l4arshel l to heed up our group but I 

presume tha t ell services should be represented. I ~hink it 

would be wise to keep the nwnbers down to three from each of us . 

I have given Oliver soiJle private messages to you which I 

do not wish t o put on the cables and he will be r eturning I 

believe next Monday. I hope that all of his problema will 

0337 

.. 



r 

• 
THE W HITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

have been substantially resolved . 

t 

Will you let rae know as soon as you can what you think 

of my proposal? 

ROOSJ>V.o.LT 

Released from the V:hite Rouse Map 
Room a t 2350 , ~~. November 25 , 1942. 

,(. tf. »j~A--~-'­
R. R. D~ldgi;f"""-
Capt . , u.s.A. 

By De 

By·--~~~~~Y-----
Date·--~~~~~~--------
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'1'0: '!"HE FORIIER NAVJL PERSON 

Flllll: THE PRESIDE!I'l' 

IH REPLY TO YOUR 211. WE OF COURSE HAVE NO INTUITION OF 

ABANDONIIIG BOUNOOP. NO ONE CAN POSSIBLY KNOll NOW M&"'l'Hl'Jl OR NO'l' 

\1E KAY !!AVE THE OPPORTUNU'Y TO STRIKE ACROSS THE CHANNEL I N 1943 

AND IF THE OPPORTUNITY OOIIES WE IIIJST OBVIOUSLY GRASP IT. HO'IW'ER 

THE llETilWIIIATION AS '1'0 'lliB SI2l! OF THE FORCE f.HICI! m; SllOIJLD 

) '-· ) 

{~? 
1 ~"-

Q 1 
~t'; 
1- r,( 

ct ~\t' 
... ~ '~ 
~ .1_, . :' 

'}.f. ~ 
~ ) 
• -Q t> 
~ d 

·l ~ r 
HAVE IH BOLBilO I ll 1943 IS A liA'M'ER \\HICI! SI!OIJLD Ji!X<IJIRE OUR JOIHr ~~ ~ ., 

Q • l..f ~ 
S'I'RATIDIC CONSiml!A'I'IO!IS, Jr,# "'-'J )-.s~•,..r-tt--,J.t-ii:d-~ ~ ~~ Jy 

I BELIEVE TliJ TDIE HAS COiiE YIHE/1 A HILITARY S1t!A'l'JX'.ICAL ~,S :X: ~ 
CONFERENCE BE1'WEEN GREAT BRITAitf, IWSSIA AND THE UNITED STATES ~.)\/1~ 
SHOULD BE IIW). I 'lltiNK SUCH A CONFEREIICE SHOULD BE HELD AT ONCE J' ~ ,j 

m:GAUSE V.~ W ST NOT DELAY OUR ACTIONS A .IIOI®IT LONGER THAN IS \r/~ 
01
{ • 

NU%SSARY .AF'Ull Y.E HAVE DRIVEN 1'Hl!: GI'RUANS OOT OF AFRICA. THAT t/ \/' ~ .j( 
HAPPI EVEIIr WAY COAlE S>ONER THAN WE EXPIOO'l'. DWY I ll FO'WJIIJJG V ,/' " "~ 
'lltAT UP \'OOLI) BE FATAL AND THE NEXT Em'EiiPRISE YIILL UNDOOBTI:.DLY ~ / ; , I 
RD<UIRE FIUl M11TI DAYS '1'0 TIIRBE IIO!m!S '1'0 Gl>'l' PROPERLY liOUN'J'EI). :-< ( : -f '( 
!®ICE EARLY Il!CISIO}lS AAE DIPORTAN'l'. WB W ST liAXE THESE m:ciSION; <.Jf•' 
WI'lll THE RUSSIANS BECAUSE OF THE FACT TIIAT OUR OPFBATIONS WS'l' i-~ 

n£ 1¥ IV/ r;l ': 
i# \ '11lEIR ACTIONS. IT IS HI GH TDIE TOO THAT WB HAVE A 

REAL JOIN!' STR.A'l.'roY V.ITH THE RUSSIANS AT THE TABLE. 

D".CLASSH'tED 
By Doputy Arc:-lvlot o! the U.S. 

By lA)~ .SJ,o.,_,.J 
Date OC 1 4 1971 
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III NOTION v.ouLD BE A CO!IF'mDIC}; IN CAIRO OR IIOSCO'Iil 'lW.'J' EACH 

OF US WOULD BE RM>RESEN'l'm BY A SIIAlL GROUP lm."T:tNG Vllll SECRh'l'LY; 

THAT THE CONCLUSIONS OF 'J'KE CONFEllENCES 'tiOULD OF COURSE BE 

APPROVED BY THE 'l'lffiEE OF US. I 1\'0ULD PROBABLY SEND WJlSIIALL '1'0 

HEAD UP OOR G1100P BUT I PRFS.IIAB 'lW.T ALL SFRVIa:5 SHOULD BB 

RKPRESEH'I'F3). I 'l'IIINK IT Y.OULD BB WISE '1'0 KEEP THE lllliiBmS OOt.ll/u 3 
~ .. A-t..(. -t---r.. 
f''~ ! HAVE Grt'E.N OLIVD! $<JIB PRIVA~ IIESSAGES '1'0 YOU Y•HICH I 

00 NOT Y•ISi TO Pt11' ON THE CABLES AND HE t.'ILL BE RE'l'URIIING I Bl:t.I.EVE 

NEXT IIONDAY. I HOPE THAT ALL OF HIS PROBLDIS WILL HAVE BEEN 

SUBS'J'.AH'J'IAIJ,Y RESOLVED. 

WILL TOO Ll:.'r WB OOW AS SOON AS IOU CAN YlliA'l' IOU THll« OF III 
• 

PROPOSAL? 

., 
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T01 ntE FOJGall NAVAL PlROON 

J'RQ(' THB PRESIIIDIT 

• 

Ill Bl!PLl TO lOOK 2ll , 'Nil OF OOlllSE HAVF. NO Ill'l'ml'ION OF 

.IBAA'JX)la];G llOUIIOOP. NO ONE CAll POSSIBLY KNOll NOW MIE'I1lEI! OR NOT 

liE IIAI HAVE: THB OPPORI'I.INI'I'I TO S'l'IUl<E ACROSS THB Cl!ANtiEL Ill 1943 

AIID IP THB OPPOR1'UNI'I'I IXIIIES 'Nil IIIJST OBVIOUSLY GRASP IT. IIO'NBVl:ll 

THB !lll'n"l'liiiiATION AS TO !'HE SlZ! OF 1'l!l! FORCE l.HICH WE SHOULD 

HAVF, D1 l!OLI!IlO Ill 1943 lS A IIAi'm! t.HICH SHOULD RI!WIP.E OOR JOINT 

srnA'l'IGJC CONSIDl!llATIOiiS. IT IS Ill PRF.S!NJ' Tll:lUGII'r THAr liB SHOULD 

WILD UP AS RAPIDLY AS PllES!1IT ACTIVE: Ol'!llATIOJIS P1lliiiT A GI!OI'•liiG 

s:rRIXIIIJ PORCr. Ill '!HI 0.1. TO BE OSD> t,lJIOO.Y Ill B'\IDII' OF amLAl1 

COLI.AFSE OR )II/ A V!m LAilGE FORCB LI.T!l! IF CDIIAIIY RliiiAlJIS IIITACT 

AND ASroiiES A III!P»>SIVE: POSITIOJ, 
'!HI CONCLUSIONS OP 1'11E COIIBiliED CliiE7S OF STAFF AT THB lG:ETING 

LAST SlllOIER IN LOODON INDICATED THAT THE liOONTlNG OF TORCH mx:l!SS.IP.Itl 

POSTPOilED TI!B ASSFliBLDIG OF THB IU!.QIJlPJ!D FORC!IS IN TilE UNITED ID'G.IlCII, 

Ill \liD\ OF OOR ~TS t'OR TIIH INITIATION /JiD ILUNT!iN/JiCE OF 

TORCH oaR STUillES IIIDICATNJ THAT W!l COOLD NOT S!JID FORCES IJiD IIATN\I!I, 

TO TilE UNITED ltlNGIXII AT THIS TillE I N EXCESS OF UIAT STATED Br GENillAI 

HiJITLE, UNTIL - E HAVE PROVIDED Allllr.'llATl!l.Y AGAIN;'T THH POSSIBLE REACTIONS . 
fRQ( SPANISH IIOROC001 AND AilE CIJIAR AS 1'0 THB SITUAUOR IN 'lllliiSll, HO!ml 

AFRICA IIUST IIATURALLY T.IIE PRECI!Il»>CE. liE ARB PAR MORE I!EAYILY BNGAGBil 

IN THE SOU'r!OO';Sl' PACIPIC 'li!AII I ANTICIPATED A 1'!111 MONTHS AOO. MllYER'I'I!R­

LESS, l 1E SHALL OOIITIIIUE -.rrK ll(ILI!RO AS RAPIILY AS OUR SHIPPI!iG AND OTHER 

RESOORCES PERliiT. I BELIEVI: THAT AS SOON AS lB HAVE KNOCXED TilE GUliiANS 

OUT Of' TUIIISIA, Alfll HAVE SEroRl!ll 1'1!E DAIIGER AGAINST ANY REAL niREAT 

1'ROII SPAIN, THAT liE SHOUIJ) PROCEED 'filTH A KILITARJ STRATroiCAL OOIIFERJ:liCE 

BET\'IIDI GREAT BRITAIN, RUSSIA AND THE UNITED STATES. I All HOPIIIG 'lmT 

OOR KILITARJ POSITION IN AFRICA I1ILL IlK SUCH THAT A 00Nnm11CE liiGil'l' liB 

HELD IN A ltOifi'H OR SIX IIEIJIS. OUR OliN <XIIIm!ED Cllll7S OP ;TAPP -.m, 
I BELIEVE, HAVE A RErooOIEIIDATION FOR US WITKI!f A Fn1 DAIS AS TO lii!AT THE 

HErr STD>S SHOULD BE, IIUT I I'm. V!:Rl STRONGl.I TRAT liE HAVE 00'1' TO m 
CO'IIll AT '!HI TJ.BL:I: liiTH THE RUSSIANS. Ill: NOTION lOUl.D Bt A COIIFlllJ';I.'C! 

IN CAIRO OR 11)5001(: Till.'!' ~CP OF US YiOULD 811 ~ BI A 00U. CllOI1P 
D~CLASS!FllD 

By bapaty ArobtvJot or the o. s. 

B1 ~4it'f•!4-
Doto _ _ ~~:.._:_;;;,;..:_ __ _. 

-

-
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IIEBriHG VI!BI s:EX:R&TLY: THA1' THB CONCLUSIONS OF THE COHI'l'illBNCB 'M>ULD 

OF OOORSE BE .APPROVED BY THB TllBEE OF OS. I WOULD PROBABLY SEND 

llARSIIALL TO HEAD UP OUR GROUP BUT I PRESIIIIE THAT ALL SERVICES SI!OULD 

BE REPRESENTED. I TIIDIK IT 1\00LD BE WISE TO n:EP 'l'IIB NtlllmllS OOliN 

TO TIIREE FROII EACH OF OS. 

I HAVE GIVEN OLIVER s:iiE PRIVATE IIESSAGES TO IOU VIHICB I 

00 NOT liiSII TO POT ON THE CABLES AIID HE wn.L BE REl'OliiiiiiG I BELIEVE 

NEXT KOIIDAI . I BOPE THAT AU. OF HIS PROBLDIS lliLL HAVE Bml 

SUBSTANI'IALLY RESOLVED. 

WILL YOU LEI' liE KNOW AS SOON AS TOO CAH \\JIA'l' IOU THililt OF 

KT PROPOSAL? 
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Of course, we have no intention of abandonine Roundup, liorrever, 

as the conclusions of the Cunbined Chiefs of Staff indicated at their 

!"eating in London, the mountin~ of Torch necessari ly postpone<:! the 

possibility of assembling tho •re'!ldred forces in U, K, General llartle1 a 

statement roferre(l to constt".lotion, Arter determining tl>e roquirements 

for the i.rl-1tiat1on and maintenance of Torch, our studies inct!.cated 

that we could not send forces and cateriel to the II, K, in excess 

of that stated b:l' C-eneral liartle. Limited shipping and avnilabl.e 

J:d.l.itery forces in the u .s . preclude the sending of those farces 

for S8Veral montha, Until we have provided adequately against the 

possible reactions throu~h Spanish Morocco and aro cl ear as to the 

situat!.on in Tunisia, North Africa mWit continue to take precedence, 

Once Tunisia is in our hands , "A should seek to knock Italy out of 

tho war by intensive air action against her cit ies and her industrial 

structures, thus exploiting our advantage in the l!editerranean :.rea, 

Any further extension of our operAtions in that area to include 

tro seizure oJ: Sicily, etc . must necessarily further delay the 

poMibility of mountine Roundllp. 

Evidences of the deterioration of the German effort are 

becinning to appoar and 1 t is my t hought that you, wit h your JOint 

Chiefs in London, ~c! I , with ~c Canbined Chiefs here, should at 

once unclertal:l'l to ostiJDate the extent to l'lhich that deterioration 

can bo hastened by intensive air banbardment of the sources austaining 

DECLASSIFIED 
B7 Depat~~iviot of the 0.1. 

sr ~~not 
Date . l l 
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' 
the Gerl114.'l '."far Ei'fort , Thus, we could reach dc!'ini te conclW!Iions 

a~ to the J.Jmiting date when 'WI IDUBt be fully prepared to undortake 

Roundup and make o\~ decision on asaeobling the required forces 

in li , K, accordincJ.y. 

I believe t.lo.at a mi.litary strat e;;icaJ. conference bet 110en 

Great Bri tain, Russia and the United Sta tea should be held, 

However, I consirlf!r such a conference inadvisable untU tho 

Tunisian situatim has been cleared up and we are in a positio::~ 

to provide for Go= •·:~action through Spain, 

- 2 -
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30 llovember 191J2 

Letter from l!oosevelt to "'hurchill, d~te.:! JC !lovember 19u2. 
Thts letter ar.swers C.11urch1ll1s letter to fl.oosevelt , d~ted 
.31 October 191.2 • 

• 
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TH£ WHIT E HOUSE 

.WAS!4 I NGTON 

I 

/1/ ./o 
(!,/<'' 

•• December 1, 1942 • 

LIUI.D:UIJ;mr;, fOR !.!IS$ TULLY. 

Mr. Hopkins sends these to you 

nnd cnlls attention to a note et the 

bottom of the long letter to Winston 

;.lectoranciu:n to Admiral Land 

~llS re11Titten here o.nd dispatched. 

I'll 
Ruth ~gett 

., 

. . 

0346 



'liT deu foinaton• 

l pr••~ that we shall n8\l'er 3&tiaCy ourael••• aa to tbe 
relatin need of ,.erohant ships •enua uoort ••• .. b. In t.hh 
caae 1 bolie•e we nbouid try to htve our cake ~~d ea~ it t~o. 

At an;r rate we ~ru ll!o'·i n:.; n;;(.-rer.B i~ly ::ere to i uere"se !10th 
o1' t.heae vrocrl\Jin and MYe ginn ther: the hlg.but ,.>ri ority for 
!nt.t.er1el a!IU _.,bine tooh. 

So fu· a.s .. robar.t ehipiJ1nf. h c-:>ucernll:i, "• h.avo, after r .. 
exa.aillatioo of our stee). pl.f'.te ;>r oblem t>nd other fncU1t1•a, 
det.erwe<l to ineref.ee it to 11!,800,000 dea.d"r.ei.:ht. ton• ia 1943. 
I i.ut..od l.o Mliee this to ZO 111ll1on tone 1f aftor rGeDI.Ziaa.tioll by 
ou.r ;..eople it e.hould ;>roYe poadble. 

or one thing I thinlt TOU can be au.re, that u •ill bll1ld 1a 
tbb c:olllltrT a .tn1- or 18,800,000 •.one ot aerol\e.At tllipt>ing or 
•11 ltillda. !0111' orrieel her<t rlll keep TOU Woraed of the tTP•• of 
ahipe that e.r. be1D& 'bullt and, na\urllllJr, I woald wele~ your Jud&­
aeat in r.ga.rd to tbb, beer.uee lt b Yery illport.ant tl:aat we he.Ye a 
proper balance bet1relft t.anlters, etr;;o Tesaela a11.d tnnaporta. 

1 aaree that thia i.e tbe tilt• for • to replt to JOU concernio& 
the nry urgent requir-te or tbe Br1tbb sbippiJl&: proara• ia 194). 

I han bad the 2'1 allll011. ton rtaure or illporta to the Br1tbh 
Iale1 exaaiaed rather hurr1edlt bere by our owa people end they are 
aathfled tbat thh figure 1a av.bet8.nUall.r correct. 

Our Joint nr et'forl. r eo.uir .. thAt tbb pipe l1oe of aater1el 
and food to 9r1ta1o be uinteioed , that the IIOYinf: of th1t tollllt.&e 
o.t rouoaably enn 1.-la 11 a utter of pr1any 1aporluoe. I 
reccgn1ae it a• &ucb. 
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I aa well aware or the concern with -.blob your gove~t tao .. 
the aer10U8 net loeeee 111 toanaae to yonr •ereba.nt n .. t. 1\ h a net 
l o11 which peraieta and I tb1Dk we .u.t face the fact tbat it aay wall 
cODtillue throuch all of Dell\ 7Mr. I, t.hen!on, want to aha you the 
anlll'&lloa that !roa our expucU.Da flaat ~ -.y depend 011 tha toiiD&&a 
neoa .. a.ry to -t your 18port procraa. 

J.coordi.n&ly, I u 1natructiJI& our Shippi.n& J.daiD.btratioo to 
allocate tlu'ot18h the uobinery of the Coab1nad Sh1ppin& .l.dJuataent Boe.rd 
•o~.~Ch dry oarco tonnace out of tba aurplu.s eb..1pbuild1na to ... t your 
iaporte, the npply and u1nt an11.nca of yaur AJ'II&d !oreal, and other 
"rvio .. altent.ial to u1ntain1ng the war effort of the BrU.bb Co•oa­
,.alth, to the extent thlt t hiiT cannot be tranapcrtad by the !laat under 
Br1t1ab control . 

I ban ee.tt given to w:ldaratand by aur coab1nad lhlppin& people 
thlt. an an~• of nearly )00, 000 t ou ea.ob -th or carryiDa oa~o1ty 
d ll ben to be utad to 1up;~l.eMnt the tmnaa• alrH47 aapcad oo belwlf 
or the lr1Uab n.r ef f ort. Beoauae of the c~1tante &lrHdy aade, the 
allocat i OD of eh1pe durinc the nut three -th• .at of 11eoee11t.y be 
l e .. than the anraee t or the llbole period. 

l!a MY ho;>e t or a eubatant1al r educUoo 1n th11 it •• can aalte 
our way tbr<Ngb the !ledi terrmeu. l'urth&n~Cn, I thillk the t you ud I 
abould 1Da1et thet every pcaa1ble aeon~ 11 exercilad by our ahippJ.n& 
and •111t.ary author1t1ae. 

You will, 1 u 1ura, arr•• t.h&t ... rcenciae aay denlop which aay 
r eq111ra u to d1nrt for our own a1l1tary purpoeea tonMca which it b 
llOW cODt•pl&tad will be ut.llilad f or iaportl to Gr•t Br1taia. There 
wUl, DO doubt, be other e• .. • ill which wa eh&ll deb Jo1ntl;r to cODfar 
ralatin to vita.l a1l1t.ary uaae or aarctuo.nt toua&•• 

1 want ~ t o lalow that any iaportut d1.nra10De of touaa• •ill be 
aada only with.., pereoaa.l. appro'f'&l., bee- I .. t\Uly copiaut of the 
fact that yonr eonl'IIUDt u;r hal that dae111ona aicht be .-cia to d1nrt 
tcmnaca 1n coctrnantion of the pol1oy -.bleb 1 u l.&11llc 4DwD in tb1a 
l atter. 

The allocat.1on of tODne.ca •ontb by -th .ut be workacl 011.t by the 
CoabiDed Sblppina !dJuet.allt Board. Aad beaN I oonfiae ..,,.u to the 
abon et.at•ent or pollq. 1 deb to ein ~ the dafialta auurenoe, 
•ubJeot to tba qual1f1cat1.oa.a 1 ban 1nd1catad, that ywr requir .. ante 
will be aat. 
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Ia have inoraaaad our aaoort program raoentl¥ by 70 for 194), 10 
th&t .. ebould turn out .336 .. oort 't'&ltell durin& the next oalea.cl&r yaar. 
1 u aalti.n& Adairal ltin& to cOGf'er with your repre•ea.tati't'e hera and :aake 
ura:q•entt about the d11tr1but10A oC thal8 1bip1. ~: 

The problea of get tin& our troopa to lll&l&nd b a 18riolll oaa, I 
reoognila that thare llllat be a aint.m joint forae there, well equipped 
&nd prepared to m"t any 8't'811tu&Ut:r. 

lbile Round-Up aena aore and aora difficult., 1 do not think it 
1hould be taken orr the board• by azq au.na. lie nenr can tell wba the 
opportunity aa:r come for us to 1tr1l<a aeron tha Channel allO if that 
opportun1 ty coau we 11118 t be ready to tau 1 t. Ob't'iouely 1 bow.nr, the 
suoce .. of our Joint eota.rpriH in lorth Africa reqUU.t Ill to rn1aw 
the IIOVftent of our troop• duriD& the next !" -tbl. le need to c:oM 
to an Hrl,y dec111011 a1 to what our out 1t•1>• are goin& to be and Upoll 
that deo1e1oa ~at re1t •n. deteraiD&tion of the uuaber or ~r1oan 
di't'hioa• that ahould be in lngland, lfe ba•• tb11 wbole aetter ftry 
a11eb. in aind here and our Chiet. of Staff ban it \lllder eon1t&llt 
coodderat1on. 

1a you know, we llan recently asreed upon a Pro&l'U or 82, 000 
collbt.t plan... Then lla't'& been a1ag1Yinc• in IOM qllll'tel'l about the 
aile or thh pr011raa. I ban none. li'a tiapl)' 11111t get a c011plete dG.'!Lina­
tiOD of the air next year, enn tbouch other iaportant thin&• £1ft way, 

One thing 11 NH, that the tdroraft mat be brou&ht to ~ 011 
the en-., at the earl1ett pottibla_~t and, 1! tbara are coapat&Dt 
Britiab and Ruui1111 oren to fight theta planaa aDd JOil can &•t at the 
en.., quicker and Juet &I af!aotinl,y aa we can, t.beD 1 ba't'e no baait&llcy 
ill ~ayillg that you "!!d the 1\uuiee ebould han the plan .. you need, 

Tie aut ,gin oontidaration to the abipvinll di!f1oult1 .. that are 
aat whe •• aend our U, S. air fo1·oaa ~~J"Mt dlat&ll-. Ia ban he&Y7 
oo.ait.Mtta in tba Southw .. t Pacific. Ia are rap~ atwaill& aiallar 
oa.tt.unte in llorth .ltrioa, and the boabillg of GaMUlT ud I~, whether 
troa ~~~.&land or Rueda, tmat be e ~lantin& and 00111t&llt blaine ... 

Thera ha't'a ba811 11&11)' conhrena.e taldt18 plaoa bere bet11'aen our 
r .. paoU't'a rapr .. entatin• resardift& the dil\r1but1on oC airoratt. 1 u 
ill aocord with the ~ent that baa baeD raaohad. Oli't'ar will tall 
you oC tbil, A .detallad anorudua or tba a&r•••t rill follow in a fee 
dar•· OU•ar hal iapre .. ad upon • the naoe .. it:r of Mllin& an earl,y 
deoiaiOA ra&ardin& the d1atr1but1on or our ooabillad airoratt production, 
1 th.illk the dachiona that •• han coae to re&erding airoratt are or the 
higbaet ~rtanoe. 
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1 &ll told that there 1e & SUbstenthl IOeetin& of 10l.nda be~ .. D 
yoor reprueutat.hea and our• r.au.,. to the -''"• t&Qk, X 1111et 
coo!e .. that I thin~ n are both underratl.n& the need tor tMae •ediua 
tulb, It 1a qlli'- possible that. the Ru .. iaDa U.'f aeal.n prua for larce 
inoreuee 1n 111ediua te.nke Nld l han a feeling that we are cuttin& our 
pa tt.em pretty thin, 1 uo ult.lng General. ll&reball to explore thia one. 
JIOre, I should think it fl'ould be no cr-t 1t.n.in on our production to 
cet a t ... sore thousand aediwo t&nltiJ 1n 194), 

1 m.deretond thAt ao..e ot your &roUnd foroe requirwwt.s haYa not 
yet been dilou .. ad rlth r~:t otrieere, Thea• are bein& oooe1dered, 
t nry arrort will ba ude to include your ueacttal reqllir-t.e in our 
A~ Supply l'rogro;uae and 1 bl\Ye aaked to han a re\)Ort of theae further 
<lboueeionD sub!n1t. ted to IDIII o.& early lll.l po .. ibla. 

1 al oe recognise that your on production t or Navy, A:nq and Air, 
nnd tor t.be .llin111U!ll neoda o!' the civlli.ul JlOpuh. t1on, reQilirea an 
auurod flow of aater i.al•• uchine tool.t, eoapoaent.e and coaplftactary 
it..s rroa Aaericll, Th••• auppllea, unleu unforeaHll o1rcuaatanoaa 
intenene, will be ~~&intained. 

In cccclueion, I went you to feel that thil letter, toa~ other with 
tbe acre ... nte thAt 011Ter 1a t&kin& hose with bia, gina you the 
a .. urano.1 that you need 1n pl&nDin& 'f<tiJr om production, a.nd tbd 'IOU 
II&)' re&ard th• u a finD bale upon •bleb to Mke tbe Ul.ocationa or 
'10\lr re .. inin& reaerYes or aenpa.er, 

Vef'l cord1all'/ JOQra, 

( ;:>i t;:led) Fr ankl in U. ~oosevel1.. . 

. i~.~ 'Ju.~,.:.n 
ine i .·es ldcn ~ added in lone hauci suhs t;..ntic.lly r,s follows : 

1 
..... ·:;r:.u.-..d l.a.:~o t.o r~saJ ·v~ f inal dech:ilon 0 11 l.ne Jnn.t.ter of t rt.us,.>or t 

.;L. J;;>;. ·:h:: :~u::;sl::nt ... h~·.rt.' t..i!kt!C. us ::ol'' 5VO -:.nd 1 think 'lie should 
:.i·.r~ t..:K::' :~orec . 11 

The ~1iht Uooorable 
llinll t.cc Cburohill, 

Priaa llinuter. 

ilnrr:r L. Ho;,>ki no 
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1 t:nYe been l,olnr. o ... er 1li tb Olher Lttteltoll the 
U.pol't naelie ot the Unl ted r.lngd<m for 19,0, t ogether ~rlth 
t.\le .,hole shlppln& proble• of tbe llrl tlo~ Gove!'!l:ellt. In 
dl l'roh&bllit){, t he Britll!h are eolng to loco ~a.lr. :.n 
194.3 IIOl'e ah!.pe then the,- c.n buUd. It •e an eoiJic to 
lceop fh(lAnd in the .....,. e.t anyt.lili)g l1ke thb .. x1•11ft 
ca ,,acity, we llllll t con11ldnr t.lle e.upplel:ent~ of tbell" 
wn~b&nt fleet '"' one of the to!) 1:11l1t&J"y nee .. Bi t1ee o!' 
th• war. !!aturt.ll;r, the an(lpOTt or our roreee ill the 1>out.b.­
, .. t l'r-c1!ie ~n<i ill AtTica !all in the .... category. 

1 u; T 'lJ"Y anx1ou tb~t the Brit.iab procnu aball 
be euTied out 1A aeeordtulee dtb tbe [ll'inol.ple of the 
~•~or,ndua of Oct~ber 6tb 1rh1cb I baTe ap~roTed aad tbct ther e 
be no aubstant1al cUnniolla !roe allY or tbue -~aea. 
l w11h you wo!lld oonault •• prior to •u:r action t&Ua b7 you 
which •ollld eerioual;y atreot &A,7' one or tb... or OQIU'ae, ! 
do not exv-ct to be caoaul ted by you on the aN17 adJuatllmte 
you ar. ~uired to a ke fi'OII da;r to "-¥· 
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1q dear 111nat<lnt 

OllnJ>'s rl.tt hu bee IIOR w.l._. and 1 

deteJlaination to nand beeide you rigo~ 1111tll 

the war is woo. Tb.anka 80 llllob for l.t.tin& hiA 

c:o. over. He •ill ~ to you eom. ot tbe 

private thou~te, aerioua ,and otb•ni."• wbiob w 

have diacuaeed tog.theJ>. 

Very eordiall;y :rour•-

Tbe Rigbt Ronorable 
W1Da\oh ChurobUl.. 
PriM ll1ni.tv0 
London. fclglAincl. 

' ' 
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FROth OPNAV 
TO t ALUSl!A LONDON December l, 1942. 

PRIORITY 

-FROM THE PRESIDF.NT FOR THE FORMER NAVAL PERSON PERSONAL AND ­
NO. 223, 

-:R;rerence your No . 177 concerning the Plough Project, 

the vehicle will be produced on s chedule and the special service 

force will have the vehicles for use this winter. Development 

of improved design now 1n progress snd t ests will be made this 

winter for possible production for future use. The training of 

the special group of u. S, and Canadian soldiers is proceeding 

vigorously . 

P.COSEVELT 

Released from the White Rouse Map 
Room at 0035,EWT, Deoember 2, 1942. 

Jt/. ~ JL:I~ ~ 
~; R.Do~ 
Capt. , TT . S . A. 
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WAR DID'A"""IHT 
onr!CE 0¥ THE CHIII:I' 0¥ STAI"'' 

W-I NOT~ 

'"' 
November l, 1942 • 

lo!EiiO!!ANDU!i l'OR THE PRES IDEm' 1 

Subjectt Plough Projeot. 

froduction of Vehicl es for Plough Project. The 
vehicles for the Plough Project are scheduled for complete 
delivery to the Special Service Force before December 31, 1942. 
The Foree now has so111e vehicles for traiD1ng, and it h 
plamoed to continue the Force in being throughout the winter 
regardless of the possibility of their use . 

Recocmendation for Rep1Y to Prime Minister. ' I 
recoomend that the following reply be tranami tted to tbe Prime 
Ml.Dister in reply to his eoll!lllunication to you, which was 
rsterred to the Joint Chiefs of Staffa 

REFEReNCE YOUR COMMUNICATION CONCERNING 
PLOUGH SCHELIE THE VEHICLE IIILL BE PRODUCED ON SCHEDULE 
AND THE SPECIAL SERVICE FORCE IIILL HAVE THE VEHICL~ 
FOR USE TI!IS 'llllfl'ER STOP DEVELOP!dOO OF Il.lPROVED 

'IIIHl'ER l'OR POOSIBLE PRODUCTION FOR FUTURE USE. ~ -~ 
D~IGN NOll IN PROO~ AND Tl!STS 'IIILL BE lo!ADE T.,!!lS ~&_ 

~ ~~~;::~:·~;.. . 
~ ~·~ .... , '"'"· 

\~~~ 

tlaLUID'!ID 
17 AuUoority of D(DE( 

8 1 

S EC A ft.{'( Bi, TAft PEf l ao 'fb(/. 

11 ..... .Dnto MAY 1,!!~ 
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P'RO!h OPNAV 
TO r AI.TlSNA J,~WOON 

URG!IIT PRI ORITT 

-

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Deoem~er 2, 1942 

P'!lO'.I T"E P'!ESIIE!i'l' POP TRE !'OP.!!ER !MVH Jr-RSOl1 PERS('}1Al A.WJ> .-to 224 , 

I EAVE BEEN GIVlNG A OOOD DEAL OF TllOI'GHT TO Ol'R PROPOSID JOINT CO~FERENCE 

Wl'l'l! l'!m RI1SSIANS ~0 1 AGREE WITH YOU TIIAT THE ONLY SATISFACTORY WAY OF 

CO"IIIIG TO TJ!F. VITAl STPATEGIC' CONCLI'SJONS TFE UTLITARY SITl'ATION REQTTIRES , IS •, 

POR YOlt A>'ll liP. Tf' MF"'!' PF.RSONAILY WIT!! SfALIII . V'l TllO"<FT WO"LD FE 1'!'AT J'.ACP 

0!' rs WOru> ~B J.rrm'PANIEll 1!V A ..,;:py SUAIJ, STAFP J.Ul\3 1'1' OF' 011! TOP AfiVY, A!R 

A'l> NAVAl. ('lflEFS OF S'I'AF!', I S'IO{t] D llR ·~-JIA'Pl'Y A!'ll A "ERELl, B"T 110 STAT! DE-

rEl)llRF.S 'I'C\ BE AOOPT~l) IN l'!\rr.NT OF' A GE~~tAW COl I.APSE, I SH011J,D J,UP. TO SEI': TilE 

CON'FER'R!lCE l'EJ,D ABOT'l' JA)IllAP.Y FJ'TE"~'I'R OP Sr~ll 'M'EREJI.FITR, Tl~'IS A!olll I" ZERTE 

6110"1.11 !lAVE BE''l! ri.EI.RrD t1l' Allt"l RO''!.!El.' S ~R!"! I.lQ'' !llM'FD BEPC''>E 'l"'E COIIPF.PF.UrE, 

AS TO 'l""R ,LAM!. IC'~LA>l) 0!! HASYA ARP I'IPOSSJqLI'. FOR ME AT Tl'IS fT"! OF Yli!R 

Al!D J BBLnlW EQT'AJ lY SO F'O!! STAJ Ill. I SHOl'l.D P'"'I'P.R I. SEC!'RF. '>LAC<: SOTTT'! OF 

AJ.GYERS OR Ill OP. JIEAR f(IIARTOT"l, I IX'N'T LJ ' E ltOSQUJTOF.S . J Tl'Jlll Tlf8 CO'IFFRENCE 

SilO LD ~E VEI!Y SErRM AND TI'J.T TilE Pl'F.SS SHO"J,n I!F. !XCl.lJDEn, I WOT1Lll QUESTION 

TilE AllVJSA!liLITY OF' WJ!SfTJ,LL AND T'lE O'I'I'EPS GOJifG TO R'JGLA.IID PRIOR TO Tll1! CON­

F!'lPEI!rg l'BCJ\ITSE I DO N(ll!' WA.'!T TO GIVE STAJ,IN TllB l''PRBSSI~ TII.AT 1m A'PE SB'l""IINO 

• 
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•• 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

• ' 
' 

DAY TO llAT, OUR IIILI'lAA! PIOPU 'IIII.L .U 80 °1 Ill rl" Sll rOOP!IIA!JOI! AT AU 

'li~ P!!Oll !lOW 011. 

I 'l'l'IIIK 'l'l'A'l' Tl'I!:l CC'IfFl'!REWCP! !lAY M:t.J, Rf.ST1l..T !>! K!!OrKIIIG Cl!IT G!RNAIIT 

SO('IfRR T"AN WI JJITICIPATIIID. All Y011 J!J<OII' StAUII !!AS ALlll".ADV AGR!t:D TO A 

I"'RELv VILITARY CCllfl'!I!J':NrB T<' BR JQn.D IN l!OSCOII Al!D I '!AVE TOtlAY SJ!liT l!IH 

A ~SSAGll tiRG•t~G !'!" TO l!"1!T YOU A'IJ V.S. I BllLnMI "PI! Will. AC('!Pf, 

I PRJ':F'F.R A COMF'(Il!T.AJILE <lASJS ,.C THE RAFT AT 'I'H SIT. 

Releaaed from the White Rouae Kao 
Room at 17.0, EWT, December 2, l 9t2. : ;t<:~~~ 
,. 

Lt. Colonel, Generel Steff 

1 

' 
,. 

, 

ROOSEVELT 

• 

' 

· . 

. ' 

., 
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PRIORITY 

l!R011: OPNfl V 
TO : ALUSNK LONDON 
'J 

' JJID - NO , 225. 

THI!: WHIT~ HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December J, 1942 

I ,JJ INI!"Ollwi:Jl TOD~Y TN\T TIU. DAJJ.R NEGOTIATIONS AH£ 

Iill'J!:Dlill iJi A .._u~'l'ION OF Tlill RELru.~E O.i'' FRLNC.Ii ..?hl::.uN.t::R.:> 

liELD tiY D:.i: UAU.W.IST::. U B\<UATORIAL JU'RICA IN UIJH.nNGE FOR 

RELEiili£ 0~' AL.LI.::D .NATIONALS hELD IN FRENCh WE5T JJ"iUCA. 

IT ;:;£EI.l,:, TO ML THAT I T SHOULD l$~ ..wlE C.t..c.~U! TO OOI:>::.ON 

ThAT IF W> REl.hlili..:::. ALL l.lE GJ.ULLJ> I>'Yt.IPAThi"t.illlb IN DAAJ<R, 

DE G»ULLE \II.W. li.L::>O ~E ALL VICHY OR DJJU..ItN SY!..PATHI:t.ERS 

I N FHEl~l!h .1!:1/.UATUTOHIAL A¥R!CA. THE UbE ;;,y U:J 0~' D.4.K.rtR 

I S AS iOU JU~OW VERi It.IPORTANT .11.ND .r:I::..ENHOVi.I!.'R IS WAITI NG 

FOR .11. 11.UIC~ D~CISION. 

Released from the V.ap Room 
at l250,BWT , Deoembor 3, 1942, 

..J. t...f.,.c~ 
captain J , I .. V.errea , USN 

~aval Aide to the President 

HOOSEVELT 

Br 
~~~~~~~-----
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December 3, 1942 , 

FROM: THE PRESIDENT 

TO : PRIME 

I am informed today that the Dakar negotiations are 

impeded by a question of the release of French prisoners held 

by de Gaullists in Equatorial Africa in exchange for release 

of allied nationals held 1n French \Yost Africa, 

It seems to me that it should be made clear to 

Soisson that if he releases all de Gaulle sympathizers in 

Dakar, de Gaulle will also rel ease all Vichy or Darlan 

sympathizers in French Equatorial Africa . The use by us of 

Dakar is as you knon very important and Eisenhower is waiting 

for a quick decision, 

Roosevelt , 

DICLASSI1IED 
BJ Dl;;ty ~t or the u.s. 
B7 ~ ,t P•to OCT 1 4 1971 
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DECLASSIFIEn 

17 Deputy Archivist of tbe u.s. 
FRO!!. : 

TO: 

TilE PRESIDENT 
17 l . J. l>te-.rart Date MAR 2 2.197; 

PRIME -+ d ..1-J . 1-
~ Q.hv,~~ ~4 ·LA-CA.~~ 

~ The Dakar negotiations are impeded by a 

quest ion of the release of French prisoners held by de Gaullists 

in Equatorial Af rica in exchanGe for release of allied nationals 

held in French West Africa. t; 
To void possibility f failureJco .nlete 

f !loisson to 

wit out delay 

in Af ca. 

n with us it is 
t.;A...Il!IJ~..W ~ ""'-'""'·· A.l 
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IJRC\Bt;T P !' I 0 P I T Y Deeo~ber 5, 1942, 

FRO!! : OPNAV 
TO : ALt•SIIA LCIIOCII 

. . 
!'ROll T!U; PPESIDE''T FOR TilE FORJ!ER !lAVAL PERSON PERSOliAL 

All!) --NO . E§_ 

YOUR DESPATCH 1\'lJI.!BER 217 OF DECE~'!ER 2 , 1942, ::US RECEIVED 

SERJ011S CONSIDERATION. YOUR OFFERS OF COOPriRATION ARE DEEPLY 

APPRECIATED. 

IN SPITE OF T'iE ADVJJITAGES Wl'ICR 'ft'OlJT,D RBS'llLT FRO!! TilE 

~<PLOYl.'ElfT OF BOTH VICTCRJOI'S All!l ILLUSTRIOUS AS }. TAI'TJCAL ti!IIT 

• ' Ill TilE PACI FIC, OT'tRR COI!S!ll3P.AT!O!IS ~W(& IT !!F.CESSARY TO FORF.OO 

TilE SERVICES OF VICTORJOre T!!ERE . IF IT BECO!lES l'ECESSARY '1'0 SF.llD 

YF.T }J'OTI'ER CARRIF~ TO TifF. PACIFIC IN TTl': N~AR Ft'TUP.E, RANGER WOTILD 

J!F. l''lOSEN BECAUSE Sl!R IX'ES !lOT REIQl'lRE SPF.CIAL PREPARATIO~I FOR 

OPERATIO!IS \'IJTA OTl'F.R A:'E'RICAN FORCFS . 

TI-:B EARLY ARRIVAL OF IUFS'l'RIOUS IN PllARL IIARllOR IS WO!CED 

FORifARD TO \'liTH ANTICIPATION. 

ROOSEVELT . 

Relea sod i'l'om the llap Room 
at 1205 , Er~, Deoe~ber 5 , 1942 . 

D!CLASSlFID "V":" L . /h o: ~---­
John L . l!oCree., 

Captain, U.S. Nt.Ty, 
Na?e.l Aide ~o the Preaident. 

:: De~;pviet &t the U.S. 

Date C n-: 
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D!'.AFT 0"' P-:PLY 

FP.Oi.1 : PP.ES D:::i'T 

TO : P:!I::g I.:Il:ISTI';!l 

Your dospatc~ number 217 of Decenber 2, 1942, has 

received serious co~oideration. Your offers of cooperation are 

deeply appreciated. 

Pare . Two . In s pite of the advn:~ta:;es l"thich would 

result from the e~ploYMent of both VICtOR!CcS and ILLUSTRIOUS a s 

a tactical unit in the Pacific, other consider ations mnke it 

necessary t o foreco the ser vices of VICTORIOUS there . If it becomes 

necessary to send yet ~~other carrier to tr.e ?Acific in the ncar 

future , RA;:G!m would be chosen boca'.loe she does not require 

specinl preparation for operatio~s with other American forces . 

Para . Three . The early arrival of ILLUSTRIOUS i n Pearl 

Har bor i s loO!(ed forward t o wi t h anticipation , 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

llu.Doo..,... OT tD C0N>wna D4 Cmlr 
MAVT DIPAJmCD'T, WAIIIDt01'0tC, D. C. 

t.:El/ORANDUY FOR: Admiral Leah:r . 

• 

December 4, 1942. 

1. I enclose draft of a dispatch which I propose be sent 
by the President in answer to Naval Persons No. 217 of 2 December. 

2. \Vhile I appreciate the willingness of the Britieh to 
give us two carriers, I feel that cey such scheme would result in em­
ploying our co!cl>ined carrier l>trength to poor advantage, It would re­
sult in having two mixed British-U.S. Taak Forces, one built around two 
British carriers in the Pacific and the other built around RANGER in 
the home tleet , lli.xed ?ask Forces, as you eo well !mow, are always un­
desirable . They ere particularly undesirable when carriers are included, 
becauee of wide differences in the technique o! carrier operations. I 
am convinced that we should keep our carriere in our o?m fleets to the 
greatest extent possible an<l··that 'the British should do the same. 

3. \'le do need temporary air reinforcement in t.he Pacific 
and, in order to obtain it, I think we ehould accep~. the offer of tho 
ILLUSTRIOUS, but I do not think that any further mixing of U, S, and 
British carriers is either necessary or desirable. 

4 . I am partic'ularly anxious that RANGER be kept under my 
control, in order that it may be used in the Atlantic or the Pacific as 
the aituation may require. 

DIOLASSifiiD 

• B:y Author itT ot A ffa (f!f) 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIA.DOOAJlTDS OY 11D C0l0Wf1)11 Of Cmlr 

IL\YT DIPA8'NDT. WASIWIOI<*. D. C. 

•J • • 
SllQGIS'fll) T!J!!!)AfCll 

TOIU' 4.upatah n111iber 311 of :O.c•wr 2, 1942, baa re­
oeiYe4 eeriouo coneicleratioa. To11r otter• of cooperation are 
4eepq appN01ah4. 

:Para. two. In epih of tbe a4nntac .. vhlch voul4 re­
eult troa the eaplo,..ct of both nO!Caloua all4 1LWS'flll008 u a 
tactical au lD the :Pacific, other oou14eratiODJ ..a U necee­
•&1'7 to foreco the eer.lcee of nCfOIIIoua \here. It it beCOMI 
nec .. 1a17 to eell4 ret another carrier to tbe :Pacltio lD the uar 
fll.ture, lldOD voul4 be ohoua beoav.ae ehe 4o .. aot require 
epeclal preparation for operation• vith other Aaerioan force• . 

:Para. fluoee. !be earq arrinl of ILW!J'l'IIIOU8 in Pearl 
!!arbor h loolte4 forvar4 to vlth anUolpatlOD. 

DIOLASS!Ftlll 
By AuthoritY of 4ff a<ft'\i 
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1JRGP.liT P" IORJ TY ~ • 

FROih OPNAV 
TO 1 ALUS!!A LO!i DON 

FRO.Ih THE PRESilJDIT 

TOt Till: FORIIER !lAVAl.. P!211;011 

FRO!!. 'l'l<P. PR~S!lJE!1"' TO T"l> !'0R'r'R NAVAl. PP.PSOII PERSONAL AND -

NO. 227 REPLllliG TO lOOR TliO TI'Kl :a:RO, I AGREE ltiTH 
~ 

XOU 'I'JiAT OtrR TIIO REI'Rt.SEliTATI~ ~ IIOOCOW !!ARK 'flME 

~ Rt:I.ATI()II TO Vl:a.VET, Oll 'l'IIE OTIIER !WiD, I WOULD 

!IIOT V.11:lH TO GIVE TllFM AllY AUTHORITY TO I.:ALL 'II!AT 

EliTEIU'Rlb'E OFF llECAUi:iE IT ::;EE>l::; TO atE TO IIAVE GIIEAT 

POLITII.:AL AliD ~IliLY .IIILITARX ADVAIITAGES. 

Released from the '1/hi te Rouse Map Room 
at 1445 , ~~. Dec . 6 , 1942. 

' 9;r.;~~ .. 
Ltk~•nnnt <m~~SllR 
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P "R IO R I T Y Oocomber 6 , 1942 

• 
FRO! I: OP!IAV 
TO ALrSIIA LO:'OO!! 

FPOll Tlll'l PP.P.SIDP.!IT POP. T.!F. POR!'ER 1/AVAI. I'Fl!SON P'l!!SOPIAL 

NO . 228 

Tl'IS MF.SSAOF. SENT TO FRAZF.R O,TTO'l'P. I RA \r<: l!EE1l DEUG!!TRD TO 

Lli:Al'.l' Y01' All!': J,F.AVTl!G TllF: I'EW ZEALA~D l)!VJSIOY IN TTl': !O'DDJ.F. 

EAST FOil T1'E PRF.S<:I'T . T"'S ACTION Oil T'ffl PART OF YOm> 

'JOVSlllii':S"T IS A I>P!I1'lii'BlJ E\IJT)B!Irli OF OllP ~'I'Tt'AL :ITLITARY 

INTERESTS . 

I !lELlll\ro: YOil '\AVE OONll THE JUGHT TlllNG , I T IS ALTOOETHE~ 

GEI!F.ROll$ . l'I'Ql'OTE 

Released f rol'l the !Jap Room 
at 1545 , F.WT~ooember 6 , 1942 

f.lt:'~ 
E. I , Car eon, Lt . ( .it;) l'Sll'l 
WA'J'('lf OF!'JCI\l' 

ROOSEVELT 
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PRIORITY 

F'roo:: Opnav 
To Aluano. , J .. ondon 

• • 

December 8 , 1942. 

For the Prime ~iniater !Yon the Preaident personal and 

I am \n full avr eement with your number 225 on the subject 

Vel vet and inctructions will be iasuod to knerican r epresentative 

in Moscow to bo r,t~idod by i nstruetiono contained in sub para,o;rapha 

a , b, and e of your Duti:Jber 22.5 . 

Released frao tho ~p Roo~ at 
1620, E'I!T , DeceMber 8 , 1942. 

ljf(!~ 
VI. C. !!OTT 

Lieutenant , I' ,S . I! .R. 

Rooanelt. 

11JCLASIItnED .. ~ ...... ...... . 
• · ·cn·nt = k\ 
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FROM : 

TO : 

• 
TI!.Z l'RESIDEET 

PRil!E 

I am in full agreemont with your number 225 

on the subject Velvet and instructions will be issued 

to American representative in l.!oscow to be guided by 

instructions contained in sub paracraphs a, b, and c 

of your number '225 

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library 0372 
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PRIORITY 
December 8 , 1942 . 

DECLASSIFIED 

Fronu 
To 

_./ 
Opnov 
Alusne., t.ondon 

B7 Deputy ~iviet of tbe O.S. 

::t~.&·o i,-;,1 
From the President for the Fonner Naval Person personal and 

-No.~. 

Your !lo. 224: 

The t elegrtl.r.l you received from MoccoVI i .s essentially i denticol 

with the one sent to me . 
--- -·--··· 

For the sake of the record, I am sendin~ another telegram 

which follows in my next number, as I think we should continue 

to make every effort for the African ~oeting. and put there­

sponsibility for declining up to our frieQd: 

I think" it woul d be a mistake f or our St off people to diseuse 

i n M0 s col't a.ny major movos planned for this coming summer . From 

the practical point of view they could not bi nd your Government 

or mine, nor could fino.l plans be approved by you or me without 

careful study with our Staffs at homo, 

Vihat would you thi nk, therefore, of sug~esting that Staff 

conversations between mil itary officials from U.K., Russia, and 

America teke place in Afrieo. , either i n Al&iers , Khertoum, or s ome 

othor suitable place. Tho results end recommendations of suoh a 

meeti ng would, of course, haT.e to be taken u,p i n al l thre e 

Capitals before final apuroval. 

Roleased fr~ the Mop Room at 
1635, El'IT , December 8 , 1942. 

11& f!bi( 
VI . C. li.OTT 

Lieutenant~ U.S.N.R. 

Roosevelt . 
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' 
rec<'r.:oer .::; , 19.;2 . 

Your No . 224 : 

.. 
'file: tele~;ra!:l y.;,u t•ecei v eti frOJ:! :Jos co'' is essc.nt :<.lly 

iutcntichl 1.1 t !1 the ou e :>t:n i t o ~~" . 

For the st.;·:~ of the r ecorci , I " '·' s~;nci inb ano~her telegram 

;.hi en f 0ll01;s in wy next nur.1ber , a s I think \le shoula c on-.; inue 

to tl<>l<e eve ry e ffort for tile African t:teeting and put the 

r esponsibility for declini nr; up to our friend . 

OI.P O:t. :f~e ~:f:' i;i~e:f ~!'e 
< "'.. ,.T!"-

?._rtis~s dr ml..ttei o1 s±t.:a~~'\L·el, -sn:ri!.J. 

uuve s . . on the other h.;~.Hd ~ I think it would be a 

opera tional 

mistake 

for our Staf~ ;>eople t o c iscuss in :.[oscor; "ny ma jor mov es 

pl1cnned f or t his co:·;inr; Zur.mte r . .~ron th;, pructiC'-<1 point 

of vie•:: they coulC. n ut bind your Uovernment or r1ine, nor 

• 
cdulc' fir.o.l plum: be approved by ;ou or me v:i thou t carel'ul 

-
0374 
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-::.-

':.hat · .. oul~.:. you t !1ini'. , ti1crefore 1 or ::;ur;gesti nr; th<'t ~ 
~ JWJ:N-Nl J~~ y"liP"rYJ U 1(, ~,cu../ 4;._ 

Staff' conver sations .... t «k€ plaee in At rica, bi ther i n Alg i e rs -~&_, 
IYl ~" otfwt ~);.);, ~-

.zf hl!::.rtoum'} The r esu}.t s a n C: re~o~.lr.1en<i~.tions o f' s uch a 

1r.eeting ·,;ould 
1 

o f r.ours€ 1 J1<.v c t o be t<..kcn u p in ::.11 t hr e e 

Capit::.l£ befor e f inal approval. , 

R001:;£Vb.L: ~ 
WI\ ~--

•' 
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- December 8 , 1942. 

PRICRlTY 

J"r0111: Opnav 
To Aluenn , London 

J"rom the r reei dont for tho Former Naval Person per sonal and 

~lo. 2Sl. 

Tho f ollowing is a oloeo paraphrase of the messa~e I sent to 

Stalin today. 

It wa• with deep dioappointm.ent the.t I learned that you t'ele 

t hat you could not r,ot away for a r.teeting with me in January. llany 

:nattere of r,r eat import shedd be diso1•ssed between us . They 

apoortain not obly to vital strator,ic decisions , but likewise to 

matters we should discuss in a tentative way respecting etnergency 

policies which we should be prepared with, if and when conditions 

in Germany permit . 

lnoludod aho Ylould be other matters r el ating t o future pol ici es 

in Jl0 rth Africa and the Far East , which mat• e r s cannot be disouosed 

by o~r military people alone . 

The necessity for yo~r nresonce near the fiv,htin& front , and 

you r atronuoua aituation which exists now and in the imoodiate 

futuro, ie tully roalited by ~e . 

Thor~fore I wieh to offer a su~~estion thet a tentative data be 

aot for o oeotin<: in llorth Aft-ice. about tho first or J.:arch . 

~el~aeod fron the ~an Room at 
1720, EN1 , December 8 , 19f 2. 

l'1 . C. 1 '0TT 
Lieutenant , O.S . II .R. 

ROOSEVELT 

u.a. 
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' URGLNT J:'RlOI<ITY 

- December 9 , 1942 . 

From: Opnav 
To Alusaa, London 

From the Presi dent for the Former Naval Person per­

sonal and .. No . 232. 

Very glad to have you read my No . two one four in 

Secret Session Thursday. 

You might add from me if you wish that General 

Eisebhower ban definite instructions from me t o enter 

into no agre ment or bilat eral contract vnth Admiral 

Darlan, but tha t all decisions by Eisenhower shall be 

unilateral on our part, a nd shall take the form of 

announcements from the mil itary Commander -in- Chief of 

our armed forces . 

Furt hermore I hope you will call attention to the 

fact that Dakar instead of being a menace is today open 

to use by british and American ships and planes in the 

prosecution of the war. 

ROOSEv.c:LT 

Rel eased from t he V•bite Rouse h:ap Room 
at ll50 , EY~, December 9,1942. 

#. tP. ~ 

. .. 

• 

W. C. Mott, Lieutenant,U. S. U. R. DICt.\88If1D 
&y ll{ty Ar~hlat or tz~e:U.I# 
By _119._ 1mak 
r.~ to __ ut..;;C,l ___ . __ r.m ___ _ _ _ 

( ,If ' c ; r, fr 
11 
jj I b /( •I.J 

r· ·. ., } 

( 

( 

' 
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December 11 , 1942. 

From: Opnav 
To Al usna, London 

From the President for the Former Naval Pereon personal and 

The receipt ia acknm•ledged of your message number 227 of 

December 9 . 

1 have oommunicatod the reports enumerated therein to 

General Eisenhower with directions ~nat . he c~ent nnd advise 

me in regard thereto and take such corr£ctive c easuree aa are 

practicable. 

I wil l send you the content • of Eiaenhower•s report when 

it ia reoelved. 

Released f r om the Kap Room at 
1115, F.WT, December 11, 1942 . 

1:~~ 
Lieutenant, U.S . ri .R. 

ROOSEVELT 
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?!lCI.: : Til!: PHESID:.'l:T 

TO: Tt!:: i'RI!.!E I i!JIISTSR 

Tho roceipt is acknowledGed of your messago 

~unber 227 of ~ocombor 9 . 

I havo communicated the reports enumerated 

therein to Genornl Eisen'1ower t1lth directions that(' 

he co~ent and odvise rne in recard thereto and take such 

corrective measures as arc practicable . 

I vt111 send you the contents of Eisenhower's 

roport when it is received . 

-
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December 14, 1942 

FROM: O!'NAV 

TO ALU;:,NA, .. ONDON 

From the President for the Former Naval Person 

personal and tllllllnumber 234. 

I am sending you a lettsr by courier in regard to 

our future plans . You should get i t , weather permi tting, 

in t hree or four days . 

Released White House Map Room 
2000 , EWT, Dec . 14, 1942 

~~ /£ ¢.-d~, fi. 
ChJIRL.ES A . SULLIVAN, JR. 

&st Lieutenant , Infantry-Res . 

ROOSEVELT 

DSCLA88I7II:D 
ty Aroh1•1•t or tbe 0. 1. 
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December /ll 1942 . 

FORX'R t;i!Vi,L PERSOJ! .. 

I c.o send inc you ::~ letter by courier in r egar d &o 

our future plans . You should get it , weather permi ttin&, 

in three or four clays . 

ROOSEVELT 

•. 0383 



December 11, 19~. 

Dear \';inston:-

I have not had an answer to ~Y s econd i nvitation 
to our Uncle J oe but, on t he assumption that he will again 
uecline, I think that in spite of it you and 1 should get 
together, as ther e a re things which can be defini t ely 
determined only by you and me 1n conference with our Starr 
people. I IW sure that bot h of us want to avoid the delays 
which at tended the determiruttion on TORCH last July. 

1. On the grounds of vile climate and icing 
on the wings, Iceland lliWit be defini t ely out for both 
of us. 

2. England oust be out for oe for po.li~ical 
rea sons. 

J. There will be a commotion in this country 
if it is discovered tha t I have flown a cr oss any 
old seas. Therefore, Ber muda would be Just as much 
out for me a s Africa. However, on condition that I 
can get away 1n absolute secrecy and have my trip 
kept secret until I am back, I have Just about made 
up my mind to go along with the African idea -- on 
the theory that public opinion here will gasp but be 
satisfied when they hear about i t after it is over. 

4· One mi~igating cir cumstance would be the 
knowledge that I had seen our military leaders in 
North and t'>est Africa, and tha t is why I t hink it 
would be best if we could meet somewhere in that 
neighborhood ins tead of Khartoum. Incidentally, I 
could actually see some of our troops. 

5. Incidentally also, it would do me personally 
an enor mous amount of good to ~;et out of the political 
atmosphere of Washington for a couple of weeks. 

6 . My t hought i s, ther efor e , that if the time 
suits your plans we could meet back of Algiers or back 

• • of Casablanca about January fifteenth . That would mean 
th~t I would leave about January eleventh, and pr ay 
for good weather. Uy route would be either !roo here 
to Trinidad and thence to Dakar and thence north --
or f r om here to Natal, Brasi l, and croas t o Liberia or 
Freetown and north f r om there. 

0384 
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7. In vie~~ of Stalin's absence , I think rou 
and I need no for oi gl} affairs people wi t h us -- for 
our work will be essentially ~ili tnry. Perhaps your 
three top men and my three top men could :neet a t the 
same place four or five days in advance of our arr i val 
and have plana in f air ly good tentative shape by the 
time VIe ge t there. I asked General Soith, who lef t 
here four or five days ago, t o check up confidential l y 
on so~e po1aible t~urist oaai• as far fro:n any city 
or large populati vJ. as possible. One or the 
dictionaries says ~an oasis is nuver wholl y dry•. 
Good old dict i onary ! 

8 . Here is an alternate plan in case Uncle 
Joe says he will meet us about March fir$t: 

I v.ould suggest that your Stal"f people and 
mine should meet with the Rulsian Staff people 
somewhere in Africa, or even as far as Bagdad , and 
COI"le to certain reco~endations which would at least 
get the pr eliminaries of new coves star ted. The 
tl~ee of us could, when we meet, close up the l oose 
ends and also t ake up so:ne ol' t he poat-tu>.r e:attera. 

\71th oy wamreggarda, 

As ever yours , 

Honorable "r'iins ton s. Churchill, 
Prime llini s tc.r of Gre;. t Dr i tain, 
London, 
Bngland . 

-
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.. -----------------------------------------~ 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

.:.;,; cour!.er has alrer.t.}• been 

cd.t ,·e<i four Cl!j'S t.nd • .. ill ,>rol>a'oly 

be <iela;cd four 1110re. '£here for e , I 

UJ: quotinG to you the r1essage v,h1ch 

he ~urries: Pleusa !toe,> 1 t very 

Stcret. 

-. 

• 

...... 
0386 
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Deoember 16 , 1942 

~'.HOM : OPNAV 
TO ALUSNA, LONVON 

~'ROJJ T.liE PRESIVENT FOR THE FORMER NAVAL PERSON PERSONAL 

AND - NUMBER 235· 

Referring to your 273 of Deoember 11 I will appoint 

Mr. Murphy personal repr esentative of t he President on 

General Eisenhower 's St aff ~~th the rank of Mi nister. 

Har old MacMillan will be entirely acceptable in the 

same status if approved by Eisenhower. 

Roosevelt 

DICLASSIJIED 
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. . . . .. 

PRLSIPB~!T TO Pll i!lB - =# c/ 3 S'"_ 

noforrin;: to your 273 of December 11 I will 

a ppoLrtt i::O . l:urphy personal representative of tho P:-esident 

on :;enernl :'~sonllower•s Staff with the ra~< of t!in!ster. 

:Iarold c~ac:rillcn will ba ent!.rely acceptable in 

the s aMe status i f r.pproved by E13on.'1ower. 

BT·-~1...: 
llate._....:~u..:t...I:U,L. __ _ 
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' T H E W HIT E HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

• u 

December 11 , 1912. 

tr.EMO!lAlTDU!J ?OR Tl!E. PRESIVE!JT: 

The Co~bined Chic~s of Staff today 

l"econt':lended that steps be taken w1t!1out delay to r;i ve 

J,:r . f,:urphy a hi{;her r ank in the ;~oreit;n Service in 

consideration of the great importance of his present 

assignment , 

This idea was presented by the British 

:lhicfs of' Staff, and it may bo expected thn t Great Britain 

will relieve their f.!r. J.iack with an of'ficer who has the 

r ank of 1.\inister or Ambassador, 

This is a promotion that would probably 

ha•1e to be accomplished by your direction and by the Department 

of State . 

~· 
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December 16, 1S42 , 

DIOLA81IFI'ID 
BJ DeputJ Arohiviot ot ~ 0. 1 . 

::te ~~~tttM PP.Ct•: OP'!AV 
TO AL11Sl/A LCNOON 

FROM THE PRES! l'E-·1 '1' FOil TH> FO!ll~ IIAVAL PF.:RSO!' P::RSot1AL M:U 

--No, 236 

Your No . 227, Oeoeml>er 9 , 1942 , was fon1ar dod to General 

Eisenhower as comin~ from the Joint Chiefs of Staff. This was 

accomplished by chanp;in~ tbo first word to •we• rather than "I", 

The last paragr aph of your meaaa~e roferrinr, to political and 

a~~inistrative help was deleted. A paraohrase of his reply follower 

I have had many reoorta a1~1 lor to those you refer 

t o in your moasa~e and I have been dealin& with them aa 

they arise and wi 11 oonti nue to do ao , 

There vnl l always be disturbing reports frorn disoon-

tented el ements. In Frenoh ~lorth Africa these incl ude AXis 

sympathizers . disappointed office seekers, and the de Gaulle 

element . The latter group 1a anlAll but ther e is a definite 

aenti~ent against them amon~ Army and Navy officers which ahould 

not be underestimated. wo have not been able to discuss publicly 

the reasons for many or tho developments here which wore brou~t 

about by the necessity or consolidating our military position 

and by our efforts to br1nr, Fronoh West Afr ica into tho fold , 

Some officers and men wore imprisoned at t he ti -r.e of onr 

arrival in J1orth Africa for havinp; aided us . They have now baon .. 
released and restored to their ~radeo , 

The Franeo- Spanieh frontier ia bein& brou~ht und~r control , 

The situation 1e not entirely eatlafae>tory but should i1".provo 

- 1-
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eteadily, Tho difficulties inclu~o the type of terrain and t he 

lenr,th of the frontier . I hnve inst ructed r.eneral Patton to do 

ever)~hin& possible to ~ain French Assistance in thia catter , 

C"onoul :~eyer at Rabat has been requeet·od to urge French 

Protect orate Authoriti es to o;ive Os their e.i<l in t his r espect 

e-nd at Tangier tho rhorf!:o d ' Af'fe.irs is acting in close cooperat ion 

with General Patton. I shall continuo to give =Y attention to 

this matter , 

Contr ol of poatal and telegraphic communication to the 

outside world ia undor Al lied control , as a l so in some 

moaaure is censorahip of local poatal and tel egraphic com-

mur.icatl on , Pensorship will improve upon the arrival from 

the TTnited Kin.~don of additional personnel already requested 

for this purpose. Genoral l!cr l ure ia oominc from London to 

aid us in this r eapect. 

I have allowed the Spanish conaul to continue t o enjoy 

o!pher and pouch priYiler,ea because of the necessity of 

avoidinp; fricti on with l.~adrid, There ia no doubt that these 

consuls wi ll givo information of our activities. 

In my opinion, your informants are mistaken when they 

state t hat hidden anti - Allied propaganda ia indul~d in by 

the proas and radio and als o that suoh propaganda is on the 

inoroase , A great improvement has occurred in th1o tield, 

particulkrly as regards the preaa . The aituation should 

icprove furtr.er re~ard~r~ t he rad io , cinema, and presa after 

we obtain !'rom tho flni ted i<inp;dom and the TTni ted Statea 

- 2-
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waterial and film for these facilities which have been re-

quested . 

Wi th reference to Sethourd and Jtast, I ha"e been in 

close. touch vti th Darlan and Gi raud. Mast is a liaison 

officer at my headquarters and Bethourd is at Gibraltar 

in accordance ~~th General Giraud 's request. It is likely 

that he will return today , It is planned by Giraud that 

Bethourd will go to Washington for discussions concerning 

the supply of mili tary equipment needed by French forces 

her e , I have assurances from Giraud that both Mast and 

Bethourd will , as soon as he considers it appropriate , be 

given suitable corr~andso 1 can see no other way to handle . '· 
' thi s matter, Yesterday Giraud "ent to Morocco on a much •. 

needed inspection trip. This has been impossible for him 

t o do up to this time because the mil~tary operations in 

Tunisia have been both his and my primary interest, r.on-

s i daring t he French lack of means an<\ equipment , he has 

accomplished a fine .1ob and his troops which have been in 

contact wit h the enemy have done well . !U s appearance in 

f'oroco o will do much to ·eliminate misunderstaudings, many 

of which arise because of the distances involved and the 

la.ok of information . When he returns , he will report to 

~e anrl corrective measures will be taken on conditions 

which he finds to be utosati&factory , 

Admittedly, the political situation is confused and 

difficult . I think you shall continue to receive dis-

turbinF; reports, OUr r!ulin effort hns been to mnintain 

sufficient control of the s i tuation 

a battle , 
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I feol that we have made pror.ress toward establishing 

a sound civil, administration. The progress will be hastened 

by hel p fr'o:n o-:r ho:t.e governments . The author! ties here 

have cooperated in every way t o help in t he success of our 

military operations, End of paraphrase. 

I think that in tho above messa&e Eisenhower has r,iven a clear 

nicture of the situation and indicates that he is cOI\tli zant of the 

dnngero poin~ed out by you . Thoro can be no doubt that hi s handli ng 

of the political and civil affairs in ~orth Africa to date has been 

a tremendous aid to hi s military operations . Therefore , until the 

mil itary situation has stabilited, I feel t hat he should be allowed 

to continue handling such matters and t hat we should refrain from 

aottins up any political or administrative o.r.encies which would aot 

independently of him, 

ROOSEVELT, 

Released at l'lhite House lf.ap Room , 1245 EVIT, Dec, 16 , 1942, 

Chester Hnrr~ond . 
J.t .Colonel , General Staf'f , 

DICLASSU'IED 

·4--

• 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT TO THE PRIME MINISTER : 
fr ;(3(. . 

Your No. 227, December 9, 1942, vas forwarded to General 

Eisenhower as coming f rom the Joint Chiefs or Starr. This vas 

accomplished by changing the first word to "We" rather than "I" . 

The last paragraph of your message referring to political and 

administr~ help vas deleted. 

follows: 

A paraphrase of his reply 

BT Deput 

I have had many reports similar to those you refer 

to 1n your message and I have been dealing Vith them as 

they arise and Vil.l continue to do so. ~ 7 z{,/7 ( . ~ 
~ ~VI~ ·.-:t re 11 always be disturbing reports from discon-

tented elements. In French North Africa these include 

Axis sympathizers, disappointed office seekers, and the 

de Gaulle element . The latter group 1a small but there 

is a definite sentiment against t hem among Army and Navy 

officers which should not be underestimated. We have not 

been able to discuss publicly the reasons for many of the 

developments here vhich were brought about by the neces­

si t y of consolidat ing our mili t ary position and by our 

efforts to bring French West Africa into the fold. 

Some officers and men vera imprisoned at the time or 

our arrival in Nor th Africa for having aided us. They have 

now been released and restored to their grades. 

The Franco-Spanish frontier 1s being brought under 

control. The situation is not entirely satisfactory but 

should improve steadily. The difficulties include the 

type of terrain and the length of the frontier. I have 

instructed General Patt on to do everything possible to 

gain French assistance in this matter. Consul Meyer at 

Rabat has been requested to urge French Protectora te 

Authorities to give us their aid in this respect and at 

- 1 -

Br·--,...w~ 
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Tangier the Charge d'Affaires is acting in close cooperation 

with General Patton. I shall continue to give my attention 

to this matter. 

JT DOl"'\ 

Control of postal and telegraphic com=unication to the 

outside world 1a under Allied control, as also in some 

measure is censorship of local postal and telegraphic com­

munication. Censorship Will improve upon the arrival from 

the united Kingdom of additional personnel already requested 

for this purpose. General ~lcClure is coming from London 

to aid us in this respect . 

I have alloved t he Spanish consul to continue to enjoy 

cipher and pouch privileges because or the necessity or 

avoiding friction v1th Madrid. There is no doubt that these 

consuls v1l l give information of our activities. 

In my opinion, your informants are mistaken when they 

state that bidden anti-Allied propaganda 1a indulged 1n by 

the press and radio and also that such propaganda is on the 

increase. A great 1mpro~ement has occurred in this field, 

particularly as regards the press. The situation should 

improve further regarding the radio, cinema, and press after 

ve obtain from the United Kingdom and the United St ates 

material and f ilm for these facil ities which have boen re­

quested. 

With reference to Bethourd and Mast, I have been in 

close touch v1th Darlan and Giraud. Mast is a liaison 

officer at my headquarters and Bethourd iS at Gibraltar 

in accordance vith General Giraud's request. It is likely 

that he v111 return today. It is planned by Giraud that 

Bethour" v1ll go to Washington tor d1scuoa1ona concernlng 

the supply of military equipment needed by French forces 

here. I have eaaurances from Giraud that both Mast and 

- 2 -
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Bethourd will, as soon as he considers it appro~riate, be 

given suitable commends. I can see no other vay to handle 

this matter. Yesterday Giraud vent to Morocco on a much 

nee<le<l in.spec tion trip. This bas been impossible tor him 

to <lo up to this time because the military operations in 

Tunieia have been both hie and my primary interest. Con­

sidering the French lack or ceens an<l equipment, be has 

accomplishe<l a fine job an<l his troops vhich have been in 

contact with the enemy have done vell. His appearance 1n 

Morocco will <lo O>ucb to eliminate misun<lerstandings, many 

of which arise because of the distances involve<! an<l the 

lack or information. When he returns, he vill report to 

me an<l corrective measures will be taken on conditions 

vhich he f in<la to be unsatisfactory. 

A<lmlttedly, the political situation is confused and 

difficult. I think you shall continue to receive dis­

t urbing reports. Our main effort has been to maintain 
I 

sutticient control or the situation to enable us to tight 

a battle . 

I feel that ve have ma<le progress tovar<l establishing 

a sound civil administration. The progreso vill be hastened 

by help from our home governments. The authorities here 

have cooperated in every vay to 

111111 tary operations. C....... t IT 
help 1n the 

.,~ ~. 

aueeeas ot our 

I think that in the above message Eisenhower has given a 

clear picture or the situation and 1n<licates that he is cognizant 

ot the dangers pointe<! out by you. There can be no doubt that 

his han<lling of the political end civil affairs in North Africa to 

date has been a tremendous aid to his military operations. There­

tore, until the military situation hes stabilize<!, I reel that be 

should be all oved to continuo handling such matters end that ve 

should retrain from setting up any pol1 t1cal or a<lmlnistrative 

agencies vhich vould act independently or him. 

- } - -
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Peo~nber 17, 1~42 , 

Fl'~'' ~ ?P.?:SJOBll'!' "OP T""~ FOR''F.R IIA"AL PERSCH PERSONAL A!IO - No, 2:S7 

In oonsiderRtion of an apparent impasse be~Neen our combined 

aviation mission and Russian authorities regarding our proposed 

contribution of air power to the cauoaaus , I have sent the followin~ 

meaaaco to Stalin: Quote 

"I au not clear as to just what has happened in regard 

to our offer of ~~erican air assistance in the Caucasus , 

I ao fully willing to send unite with American pilots 

and crews . I think they shoul d operate by units under their 

American Commander s but eaoh ~(roup would of eourse be under 

overall Russian command as to taotionl ob,ieoti ves, 

Please let me know your desires in this matter as soon 

as possible as J truly want to help all I c&.n . Pursuit plano 

pror,ram would of course not be affected. What I refer to is 

eaaontially the bo~bing plane typo which can be flown to the 

Caucasus . " Unquote 

ROOSEVELT 

Released at Whi te House lap Room at 1145, Uooembor 17, 1942 , 

IJf t 4'J!,;ct-
w. C. ~~OTT , 

Lieutenant , u.s. r. .n. 

0397 



• 

r 
l':LS IDEliT TO 

I::-t co!laidera t!.on of an apparent :L~passo botr.oon 

our combined nvietion ~ission and ~~ssion out~orities re~ording 

our propo~ed ~cntribution of air power J o tho caucasus, I have 

sent the follow in,: nessaco t o St alin : lJ( _;:tZ-
" I am not clear as t o just whnt has happened 1n rec ord 

to our offer of American air nss1stance i!l the Caucasus . 

I arn fully willin;:; to send units with Jl.merican ,nots 

and crevts , I t!:inY. t!:c:r !ll:.ould operate by U-'lits \L'lde r their 

American ':oroenders but each c roup would o~ course be ur.dor ovorc.ll 

Russian coomnnd as to tactics~ objectives , 

Please let :ne know you1: desir es 1:1 this mat~er as soon as 

poss ible as I truly want t o help all I can. ?ursu.tt plane proe;rnm ... 
woul d of course not bo affected, \'/hat I refer to is essentially ~he 

bombins plane type which can be flown to the Oaucaaus ." ~~~ 

• 
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SP.CRET 

FRO!h 
TO 

Deoember 17, 1942, 

OP' 'AV 
ALl'S!IA LrlmON 

FROlJ. T!rR PRESlDP.NT FOR Tf!l-: FOR:'Il:P. !lAVAL PP.RSON PSRSONAJ A" D 

- No. 258 '· 

I have r eceived the following from St~lin: Quote 

"I too must express my deep rer;ret that 1 t is i mpossible 

for me to l eave the Soviet Union either in t he near future 

or even at t he ber.inning of !larch. Front business absolutely 

prevents it , demandin~ my constant pr esence near our t roops, 

· So far I do not know what exactly are the problems which 

you , ,1/:r . President , and ur . Churchill intended to discuss 

at our joint conference , 1 wonder whether it would not be 

possibl e to discuss these probloms by way of' correspondence 

between us , as lont ae there is no chance of arram;ing our 

meeting? I admit that t here •Hill be no disagreement between 

us , 

Allo\T me ~lso to express my confidence that the t11:1e is 

not bein~ lost and that the promises about the opening of a 

second front i n Europe given by you , ''r . !'resident , and by 

Mr . Chur chill in rer,ard of 1942 aod in any oase in regard 

of the spring of 1943, wil l be fulfi l led , and that a second 

f'ront in Europe will be actually opened by t he joint for ces 

of Gr eat Britain and t he Unit ed States of America in t he 

spr i ng of the next year , 

I'JIOLASSIJI!D 
87 I'Jepat Aro iat ot the 0 .1. 

ar·--~~~~~L---­
Dat•'-~~4lSLL----

' 

-1-
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llo . 2S8 - par,e 2 

Jn view of al l s or t s of rumora about t he atti tude of the Union 

of Soviet Socialist Republics toward t he usa made of Onr l&n and 

of other men like him, it may not be unnecessar y for me to tell 

you that, in my opinion, as well as in that of my collea~ea , 

Eisenhower' a policy with regard to Darlan, Soisson, Giraud and 

othors is per fectly correct . I think i t a groat achiev~ent 

that you succeeded in br inginr, Derlan and others in to the 

waterway of tho Allies fir,hting llltl er . Soma t ime ap;o I made 
I 

this known a lao to ''r . rhurchi 11, " llnquota, 

When you receive the letter I sent you by courier please aend 

t1$ your e.nawer yoe or no. 

ROOSEVELT. 

Release~ at the White House Uap Room at 1210 EWT , 17 
Doce11ber , 1942. 

#e~ 
w. c. l!OT'T . 

Lieut enant, U. S.ll .R. 

D!CLASSII"UD 

B1. _ ~r?.!. .... t By Depnt~.A~c iviot ot t ho U.S. 

J:lUe-Ow,..~-.~_._.4~-.iii~4-----

- 2-
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December 16, 1942. 
DECLASSIFIED 

From: 
~o : 

Opne.v 
Al usne. , London 

:~ Di;t~e(j{ of t he u.s. 

Date 4cr 1 1971 

For t he Former Naval Person f r om the President personal and 

... No. 239. 

Your 233 and 234. I om most anxious that ever y practicable 

measure may be taken to assure adequate petroleum suppl y to 1Jni ted 

Kingdom. The probl em continues t o have the const ant attent ion of 

authori t ies here . Assur.ni nr. ayer~e two notional car~oes per day 

from !lew York pool beginning January 1 , 1943, plus two additi onal 

notional car~oes per day f r om Caribbean and V.S . ~lf, shipments 

would amount to approximately 1 , 250,000 tons per month or 

15,000, 000 tons per year, thus levellinr, off i f not increasing your 

i nventori es in vle>l poso ibility your offtakes being somewhat reduced 

1 f ntovmoents diroet to Torch er•>a are later found practicable. This 

development seems reasonably assured under present pl ans without 

~ivin~ effect to convoy and escort changes suggested i n your 234. 

Nevy Depnrtment studying your proposal alterations upon which 

reply will be made prompt l y, but tirr.e is r equired to consi der 

possible effect upon all other convoy and escort responsibi l iti es , 

J.ny immediate interruption or diversion of our limited carrying 

and escorting facil.l.tios at t hi& time woulcl entail new procedures 

with consequent l oss or efficiency. 

As of December :S , ll , J\ , reported stock oositions very substantially 

better by comparison than t hose of other combatant areas . Por example , 
' 

no Pacific base , i ncl uding Australia, had over ten lleeks eunply of 
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I 
PCTl'S- P!'JL"! , Vo . 259 . Pap;e two . 

100 octane ;;asoline a r;ainat at lo u t 27 weel<s s upply IT . !: . SiaUe.rly 

these bases di d not ha~o over 12 weeks supoly fuel oil , and this 

in lloUl!lea only, as a~;e.i nat 21 weeks supply in l' . K. Atlantic baeos 

i ncluding West Indio• , Greenland , ~lewfound land had average of 100 

octan e ~asoline and fuel oil of oi r,ht and four .,eeks supply re o-

pect ively comp ared to above U. K. fl~ures . ~hile everythin~ poocibl e 

will be done to pr event J:'Ur thor nt•r inY.a•e of 1' .}( . i nventor ies and 

In fact build those stocks to safer levels , 1 am eonfi~ont you ar~eo 

that the importance of Inventories !n other a r eas ttUSt be cons!~ered 

end facilities so ~htrlbuted u to nrevent actual shortllj\e in any 

S mporte.nt e.rea . 

Su9pl y petr oleum proc'ucts to North Africa for ci .,.il admi niatration 

also dependent upon availability t ankers and escor ts . Pr esent 

nrran&ernont s f or re v,ular convoys that area do not make any provision 

f or ouch tanl<ers. Vihen nnd if lo'rench tankers and Fr ench osoor t 

vessel s are ~~d& &v~il&blo , a more accurate est imate aa t o 

potroleun relief for llorth Africa will be poss i b l e . 

The two special convoya , one al~ and one fast , scheduled t o 

depart f r oo !letherlanda Wost Indios earl y January should relieve 

tho s i tu ation to t ho oxtont of ~t least one mi llion oarrels , the 

r esulting deli ver i on boinc; of course applied a~~inst total r oquir ementa 

nl lied service• Toroh ar ea . 

Released r r om Map Room at 
1655, F\YT, December 18 , 1942 . 

@.u4.... Jr1~,fi. 
C'!'J.RlES A. S11JIJVAII , J r . , 
lst Lieutenant, lnf- Ros. 

''hi ~.e Rouse A'ap R00111. 

RC'C'SEVP.LT 

0402 

• 

\ 

I 



:#- ;231 

- - llRAF'f - Oo-39-l'-dre l</18/1.2 

Pr<>J)Ooed p..,»lY to Dil!>"t<he• !los . 233 and 234 !ro:o~ London to the Prooident. 

--
YOUR 2)3 and 2)4 . I AU l:OSI ;~o:IOUS Tlll•T L'VI:RX PRACTICABLE 1!EASUP£ '.!AY BE 

TAXDI '10 AS.."URE tll!:x;UA!Z PE'mOL!AI'J SUPPLY ro 1.llll'l'i'D KI!f<lllOO. TitE i'~BLDI 

CO)ITINIIES TO llt.Vl' '!HE COSSTJ.NT AT'i'lJ!TlOII 0? JJJ'mORITI: S !It!>.!:. /.SSU:JnlC 

/.VLRI.Gt. '!1'10 l!OTIOH/.L CARGOES PER Dn FP.OM llf.TI YORK POOL Br:OINNniG JANUARY 1 , 

1943, PLUS TI:O ADDITIOII/<L NOTIONAL C/<RGOES ?l~ DAY ~!( C.<RIBlll'JY I..~D V. $ . 

rot!', S!Ii'll:1iTS r.oULD loliOU:."l TO :.??P.OXD!ATILI 1, 250,000 ro;;s 1'!:F. ll0:11':l OR 

15,000,000 T0\15 P:JI YEAR, 'l'l!1re lolV..U.ltlC OIT IF NOT I!ICRZASI!IG 10UR 

INVUITORIES n1 Vl'EII POSSIRILITY YOUR OFFTAKE$ BEING SOIIEIJJAT RrJDUCEll IF 

ll0Vli2<1ENTS DIRECT TO TORCK AREA AA7. LI•TER FOUND PRACTICABLl'. THIS DEI"l..i'cPIT 

S~ l'LISO~ABLI J.ssuJI!lD UliDER !'P.£S£l!T ?L/<.'iS i'!'i'HODT OIVIliG EFF:;Ct '10 GO:IVOY 

I.:ID E:lGORT C"N.!ICES :lOOCESTED Dl lOUR 2)4 . !fAVY ll!'l'IJ\T'.ID!T S'!UllYDIC lOUR 

PP.OPOSAL ALTERATIONS Ul'ON oi!II CH REPLY WILL BE !.li.Di! PROMPTLY, Wl' TIMF. IS 

REWIR!\D TO CO~SIDER POSSIBL~ F.WECT UPOII PLL 071!!!R CO:IVOI AND ESCORT 

REEPOIISISILI7IES. AllY r&reDIA'I'l DITE:Riii1PTI011 OR DI'IIR.~IOII Ol' ~ LI!!IriD 

C/J'J\It!fG I:ID ESCORTING F~CILITIES AT TUS 'l'I:1E \100LD !liTAIL !ii.T. !'ROCUlURES 

WITH CON~~UINT LOSS OF llfl'ICifNCY. 

~S OF DECliliBER 3, UK RI.:<'ORT'.:D STOCK POSITION~ V'tR! SUBSTAN7IALLI B!:'M'FJI BX 

GO!.!P.t.P.Il;Oii 'i'HA1i THOSE OF O'il!Ei\ GO'IIIhT.AliT JJCAS. FOR lt<AliPLl!, l/0 PACIFIC 

BIS", l!ICLUDDIG AUS!RALIA, liJJl OVIR ml KZEXS SUPPLY OF 100 OC'U:IE O~SOLI!IE 

ACAI!lST AT L!AST 27 WEEKS SUPPLY UK. SIMIL/<RLY n!EOl: llhllES DID ~OT !lAVE 

OVER 12 WEEKS SU!'PLY FUEL OIL, AND THIS IN llOUliDI OIILY, AS AGAINST ?.I 1\l:EKS 

SII!'PLt Ill II!( . ATL/.NTIC BASES DICLUDDIG O<ST niDI!:S, ORnliLAJID, lll!r.I'01l71DL/.ND 

1\AD_I.~GE Ol' 100 OCTA.~£ G!SOLI!IE A!ID FU'l. OIL 0!' tiCHT lliD FOUR I':I.<.KS 

SUPPLY RESP!:CTIVILY GO!<PARED TO ABOVE UK FICUPl!S. l'lliiL~ E'IDIX'rnlNG POSSI BLE 

\\'ILL DE DOllE TO PP.EVliliT ~"UR'lllhll S~RIIIKAGE OF UK l!IV!'.NTORit.< 11!10 I~ FICT 

r~-!INCS Or ~TO~l!'S Ill O'lllil! AN:AS !lUST 6!: CO:IriDUal AliD FACILITIES 

'SO DIO':'Fn]m'D IS TO P!a'DIT fl.CTOI.L S:IOR'I'AGE Ill ANY I'..IPOR'I'A.'IT IJ'V.. 

-
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' 
SOP?LY P~i'!!OLEO:.! P!l:lllUCTS TO NOR'!'!! 1-"RRCJ. FOP. CIVIL llr..fiNIS'l'?J.T'IO:I ALSO 

DEPtl!D:ENT O'POIJ J.VIILABILITJC TIJ!KERS !.liD ESCORTS. PRE.~UJT ARP.A!IG!;.!l1lTS FOR 

REGULAP. CONVOYS 'l!lAT AREA CO NOT I.!AKE ANY PROVISIOII FOR SUCR TANKERS. WI!~ 

.AND IF FRENCH TA'IKL"lS /JID FR!21CH E.~CORT VESSFLS AR& MADE AVAILABLE, ~ MORE 

ACCURA'!'E ESTIJ.!ATE /.S TO PE'l'ROLmll ~ FOR NORTH AFRICA WILL BB POSSIBLE. 

1m: '1110 SPECII.L oo:rvors, OYE SLOn t.>ID 01r:: !'AST, SCIIEI:IUL£D ro mPAR'I' Fl!Dll 

NE1lli:RLA,\'DS I;EST I!IDIES EARLY JA!IUARI Sl!OULD RELIEVS THE SITUI.T'IO:I TO 

Tl!E &TENT 0!' n L!AST O:IE iaLLIOll BIJtRr":I.S, THE RESULTING DELIVERIES BEING 

OF COURSE APPLIED AGAINST TOTAL RE>:lOIRDIDITS ALLIEJ> SERVICES 'lURCH AREA . 

- 2 -
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11!!<lE':'I' PRIORITY 

rrom; 
To ' 

O;mav 
Aluana , I1ondon 

From the President for the For~r.er lfaval !'orson personal and - No, 240 

Courier has boon dolayod but will arrive on the twentieth , 

Released at '1\ni te !lou•e Map Room at 
1745 EWT , 18 December, 1942, 

;:;-. ... . ~. a.__ 
John L. l~Croa , 

Captain , U .S .~avy, 
Naval Aide to the President . 

DXCLASSn'IID 

Br·--~~~~~---
Dat•·--~~~~~--·-------

HARRY 

' 
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Deo&mber 19,1942 

PRIORITY 

Frotu 

~0. 241 

REFERENCE YOUR TlfO THREE SIX OF Dt!CElABER 18th X IT WAS MY 

trNDERSTANOING THAT YOUR REPRESENTATIVE 1/.ACWILLAN WAS TO HAVE 

TRR SAJIP. STATUS AS !.IURPHY CO;a!A A POLITICAL lii!!!CIER OF Tl!E STAFF 

OF GENERAL l:ISE!ffiom:R A1iD IN VIEW OF rPE !.!ILITARY NECESSITIES 

OF TRE SITUATION I l!OPE TliAT YOIT CAN ARRA.'iGE TO GIVE li.AC!aLLAII 

SIL'ILAR STATUS WITH 1':11P.PHY AliD THUS Siloli'LI!''Y GT'!liERAL 'F!ISRilll~ 

PPODLE!JS X Al.SO I JJ! CONFIDENT 'I'!IAT IF lliJRPHY AND :o!AW:U.LA!I '!AVE 

PRECISELY Tn& SAME STATUS 'I'HEY WILL FIND LIFS BASil'!~ X 

ROOS~T 

Released from the White Rouse Uap Roam 

at 2319.~i:EJ42, 

ore~tenant {jg). es ,I( , R, 

-

,. 
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- PR!OlllTY 

D&CEUB~ 21 , 1942. 

~~ O!'I'AV 
TO t CO!l!IAVIW 

FI!Oll Tm: PRESIDENT POll ME FO!ll..<v.R lfA VAL P&RSO!I PERSOJIAL AliD 

- liO . 24o2. 

FOLLOWlNO IS THE SITBSTA'II'E OF U:TTER 'lll'IICI! COURIBR ~ FOR 

YOUt 

QllO'l'E . Ill SPITE OF STJ.LINS IN AlllLI'!'Y TO L!I!ET '!iiTR t:S 1 Tll:!JIJ( 

1!E Sl!OOLD PLAll A !!FETING AT ONCE VII TR OllR RESPECTIVE liiLITA'RY STAFFS, 

I S!fCJitlJ) LIKE TO lFF.T liS AF!!ICA JJ!OUT JANl'J.RI PIFTEmiTI! . TIMU! IS 

I ~IEvb A SATISFACTORY AND SAFE PLACE JUST NORTH OF CASABLANCA. 

IT !liGHT BE lllSE FOR SOI.!E OF OUR l!ILI TARY ll!!!i TO PRECB1lE '118 BY A 

FEW DAYS TO CLEAR Till': GRCUllD, I SROllLD TBINX IF WE COULD !lAVE FOUR 

OR FIVE DAYS '1'0'\ETRRR WE Ca!LD CLEAR UP ALL OF Ol'R BUS1NESS, 

lllU. YOU LET I.'E KNOW liRAT YOil 'l'f!JNK OF T"IS . Ul~l'OTE . 

Releaoed frao the ~p Roam at 
lMO, EI'IT, Deo-er 21, l 94o2, 

/}?~~ 

ROOSE'\lE! T 

". c. llOTT 
Lieutenant, U.S.li .R. DIOLAIBIJ'IID 

11 ~~' o\. \118 o.a. llJ' .... 
Date 88f 14 1971 
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- Deo~ber 21, 1942 
1111GF.l'T - PRl ORITY 

Fromt Opnav 
To 1 Comnaveu 

Pl/1'~5" &v /.:z.. 
MY IlJ.I.a?.DIATBLY FOIJ,O\YING DESPATCH Nlll!llER TWO FOtTR TWO PERSONAL 

ANP .. FllOH PRESIOE!lT TO PRIII.E !S TO ITS TlECODED BY THE SENIOR 

CO!.ILilllliCATION OFFICER ONLY REPEAT ONLY A!ll) DELIVERED BY llUf TO 

AD!:JRAL STARK OR Ill •IS A"SENCE J.D'IlRAL KIRK X IT IS THE PRESIDE!'TS 

WlSll THAT RlS !lllliEER TWO FOT'R T'IIO BE SRO!rll OIILY REPBA1' OIILY TO 

AD!'IRAL Sl'A.'ll': OR AD'.ITRAL KIRK T.l'O IYILL F.FFECT DEL~ D!RE<'T TO 

Ci'TTRrniJJ X A,'iY REPlY lilLL DE llANlll.ED BY TilE SAME PROCEDtTRE IH 

REVERSE X A!IIIRAL STARK OR ADJaRAL KIRK PL"ASE INFOR!.! THE PRM 

OF TillS ARRANGE'lENT X 

Re1eaaed fran the W.p Room at 
, BWT, December 21, 1942, 

!/It~ 
lf. C, llOTT 

Lieutenant, U.S.N.R. 

• 
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- December 22 , 1942. 

From: 
To 

Opnav 
Al.;ona, London 

from the President for the POM:ICr Nc.vnl Person personal and 

aocrot llo . 24 3. 

I have ar.reed t o send certain r elief into Norway to be 

furnished by the Pmerican Rod Cross to tho Swedish Red Cross and by that 

l 

or•anitation used in Nowway tor the food!n~ and clothinr. of children. 

The food ~~uld be put in their mouths in the centers of population• 

where it is ~ost needed and would not be obtainable by the ene~ . 

However e. trid would be made in one locality t o deterr.line 

its practicability and safety boforo any rur ther food is sent in . 

A~~arently your ~overnment does not ar,roe to this sug~ostion . 

I hope thut either this pl~ or an equally good one can be put 

throu~h e.s tho internal si tuc.tion in Non1ay is heartr endinr;. A 

fort extra calories for tho children mi«:ht se.ve a lot of livea , 

Roleo.:sed fron the White l!ouao L!ap Room 
at 1525, EJ,T, December 22, 1942. 

ff&.~ 
W. c. ~f!"1'~"T 

Lieutenant, n.s .N.P. 

RC<'SEVELT 

"f/UIIfl""''"'• , lt..,., #lUI .-c 
A I ·~~, .VI '-
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,.,Mi Vf\-,(c. .ffi( 
.Y w~ 

dFdJ-
FOIULER NAVAL PERSON 

December 23, 1942. 
=-

I have agreed to send certain relief into Norway to 

;q 
be furnished by t he American Red Crose the Swed\Ah ~ed 

A 

Crees and by that organi zat ion used 1n Norway for the 

feeding and clothing o f children. The food would be 

put in their mouths in the centers of populati ons where 

it is most needed and would not be obtainable by the 

enemy. 

jp, )1)U.J.tA t_. trial would be made in one l ooali ty to detennine 

"- L --2. . 
its practicability and safety~~,+~~~ ~'~~-
/o44 ~ .r$~ • . 

Apparently your Government does not agree t o thi s 

suggestion. I hope that either this plan or an equal ly 

;~.;.,r~~ 
good one can be put through as the 1~' .. "*'ler·l situation 

in Norway 1e heart-rending. A few extra cal:or1ea for the 

children mi ght aave a lot of l i ves. 

~ .. r-. 
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li'y dear J'r . ?resident : 

• 

DEPARTM ENT O F" STATE 

WASHINGTON 

December 12, 1942 

I nm referring to your recent memorandum regarding 
t he question of providing relief to the people of Jrorway 
i n the form of food packages and clotr~s . 

It was necessary to present the matter to the 
British Gover~~nt to obtain its agreement because of 
the fact that at our request the British Government had 
entered into an agreement 1vith us that neither party 
would undertake sny new relief movement throuS}l the 
blockade 1·11 thout the consent of the other . 

The British Government after some del ay rAs replied 
that they are unable t o give their assent . 

This was confirmed i n a subsequent conversation in 
which the British Government said that the Government of 
Horway in London would be satisfied w1th some other 
arrangements the British are making which was a clandestine 
ope.ration and which I vlill explain· to you orally if you 
desire . 

Because of our agreement with tr.e British and their 
position in respect to this matter, I suegest that you 
may care to address r.~ . Churchill directly. 

The American Red Cr Qss is prepared through the agency 
of the Swedish Red Cr oss to furnish t ha t organization wi th 

supplies 

The President , 

The Vlhi te l!ouse . 

0413 



- . . • 
- 2-

supplies which by it will be adlninistered - not in the 
form of packages but in bulk s hipments of food intended 
primarily for children and t o be distributed at the 
schools and feeding centers in t he populous areas , and 
to put the food directly into the mouths of the children 
so that none will !"all into t he hands of the Germans . 
They are also prepared to furnish clothes for the children. 

The delay in this matter has been caused by the 
failure of t he British to respond promptly and partly by 
their negative 

ly yours, 

• 

0414 
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• 
Suggestion for the President to Coomunicat e 

to Mr. Churchill. ~ .. 

I have agreed to send certain relief int o Norway 

to be furnished by the American Red Cross to t he Swedish 

Red Cross and by that organization used in Norw~y for 

the f eedi ng and clothing of children. The food would be 

put in their mouths in the centers of populations where 

it is most needed and would not be obtainable by t he 

enemy. 

A t rial would·"be made in one locality to determi ne 

i ts practicability and safe ty . 

The representative.s of your Government are wi t h-,. 
holding their agreement. I would appreciate i t if you 

~rould give proper instructions for thi s to be carried 

through, 

. . 
• 

-

-
04 15 
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I 
THE WHIT~ HOUS~ 

WASHINGTON 

• 

11111111 Dec. 25 , 1942 

From: Ol'N..V 

To AJ..Uoi'L. , L\hlW !'I 

From the President for t he ~·ormer Naval 

Per son personal and .. No . 244. 

The Roosevelts send the Churcbills 

warm personal Chri<>tmes greetings . The old 

t eamwork is gr and. 

Released, White House Map nooro 

1250 EWT , December 25, 1942 

-;;--: ':- .. h ~ G_o J > 

Capt . J . L . ~oCrea , u .~.N. 

DIOLASSuaD 
JIJ ~~ Ar~ ot the 1J.tl . 

-~· ... at 
Ia'- 141971 

0 
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December 26 , 1942. 

?rom: Opnav 
To Alusna , London 

From the President for the Former !laval Person personal and 

~o . 245, 

! n consideration of unaottlod condition in ~orth Af rica 

caused by assassination of Ad~ral Darlan, I beli eve that 

arrival of ~cMillan in Africa ahould be postponed until 

situation is stabiliced. 

J think it would be beat for Der.aulle to postpone 

Yiait here . This will give "Symbol" a chance to clear 

aituation fir st. 

ROOSEVELT. 

Released at llh1 te Pouae llap Room 

1205 ~. 12-26- 42 . 

!)f(!~ 
ncLASBl"!'I'Il) W. c. Yott , 

Lieutenant , n, S.N .P. 117 obiviat ot t he U.S. 

117.'--11~~ Lfol,a.q:::....._ __ 
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TELEO:U.!.! 

P!lESIDEilT TO Plli!iE 

• In oons1dornt1on of unsettled condition 

in North Africa caused by assnssinntion of Admiral 

Darlan, I bGliove thct arrival or McMillan 1n Africa 

041 8 
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December 26 , 1942, 

Fr om : Opnav 
To Alusna, London 

Fro~ the Pres ident for the Former Naval Person personal 

and - No. 246 

The foll o?ting message to General Eisenhower \'Y&s authorized 

by me today quote 

With approval of the President you are authorized 

to appoint General Gi raud provisionall y in char ge 

of both Civil and FTench Mi l itary Authorities in 

your Area . Unquote 

Rel eased at WhiteHouse Uap Room 
1200 EWT , 12-26-42. 

~~~ 
Lieutenant, U.S. N,R, 

,. 

ROOSEVELT 

I -

.. 

the U.S. 

-
0419 
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~eember 29 , 1942. 

O PERAT IONAL - PRIORITY 

From: 
'l'o 

Opnav 
Alusna, London 

From the President for t he Former Naval Person personal and 

- No . 247. 

The designation of Mac!!.illan e.s quote :linister Resident e.t 

Allied Headquarters unquote is satisfactory to me period. I t is 

my understandi ng t hat General Eisenhower will continue to ha~e full 

~eto power o~er all ei~il official s in the area or operations when 

in his Ei senhower 's opinion such veto i s ad~antageous to military 

operntione or prospects . 

Released at Whi te House map room 
1210 EWT , 12-29-42. 

11~~ 

J10CISEVEI .T • 

w. c. Mott , 
Lieutenant , U.S.N.R. DECLASSirlED "' '! ''f ' ,, , ...... 

=~· ~ ~w"' : 

0420 
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J,::s;,;oRA!!DlJ! : TO 

• 
T H E W H ITE HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

~ecembcr 29 , 1912 , 

Secretary o~ State : 

In reply to & messa:::e from tho Prime i:inister ._ 
of Croat 3ritein sayin..; that he can send l.:r . l.:ac!.iil lan to 

Africa as " T.;inis t er Resident at Allied Heuoquartcrs 11 instead of 

as "British Represent stive", to which latter desir;nation the 

Pr esident objected , the Presi dent vrill send t he fol lowing messaze 

if it is satisfactory to you : 

~sident 
/ The desit;natio'1 of Uac!.!illan as quote Mi n ister 

at Allied Headquarters U.'1quote is satisfactory 

to me per iod I t is my under-standinz that General Ei senhower 

will oont!.nue to hnve ~ull veto power over all civil 

off1c1P.ls in t!l.:'l area o:.- operations when m hi:J Eisenhower 's 

o.!)1n1on such veto is advantageous to military operations 

or prospects\ , 

IIZCLASSiri!D 
BJ ~ty Archivist of the U.S. 

: .. ~·~"'·'= 

I 042i 
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~ENT - PRIORITY 

From: Opnav 
To CocllavEu 

I 

~ 

Dece:nber 31 , 1942. 

!!y irn:nediate1y followinr, despo.toh Numbor two four ei~ht 

persono1 o.nd - fr= tho Pr•ric!ent to tho Prilll9 tiinister 

is to be treated in 8Tact1y the s~e manner norscribed in my 
# 
211~05 Deeor.ber . 

Re1eo.ood fron the Vlhl to liouso J,:o.o Room 
at 1015, E7!'T , December S1 , 1912.' 

~~·~ .. -R5! 
Lt. Colonel, General Staff, 

Assistant to the !lili tary Aide . 

-
0422 
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December 31, 1942. 
URGENT - PRIORITY 

From: Opne.v 
To Coll\.>lavEu 

From the President tor the. Fo~r ''aval Person oersonal and 

~o. 248. 

Arre.nr,oments for Sytp,OL satisfactory. Our Chiefs of Staff 

vtl.ll arrive twolfth nnd I v;ill follow two days lntor so that- v1e 

could ell moot together on fifteenth. I believe our staffs oan 

cover the ~<round in a two dny prelimnory conference, The 

prospect plcaaoa ~e . 

P.eleaaed from the Uap Roo~ at 
1015, E71T , Dooom 1~42 . 

ROOSF.VELT 

~ cri:'>""' ... "P-.2fH'Vw".~=-:o ... ~~ID ....... __ __,'­
Lt . Colonel , General Staff, 

Auiatant to tho l~ili tor~· Aide. 

~. 

.. 

... 
0423 
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