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1'0 : --H P.ltES:tQ~!..QL'lliF;_VlUWl .atATES 

Fol"'ller Naval. Person to President personal. and~ 

1 . !l;y wii'e and I have had the pleasure of seeing a good deal. of 

Urs. Roosevelt in the last week , and my wii'e esco»ted her to Canterbury and 

Dover in my train on Friday. Dover is of course w1 thin range of enemy 

artillery, but ell passed off happily. It was lucky Fri day was chosen ip­

stead of the next day for Canterburg was then quite heavily bombed in a 

daylight raid as you will have seen. Llrs. Roosevelt has been winning golden 

opinions here fr<n ell for her kindness and her unfailing intereat in every-

thing we are doing. I think she has been impressed herself, and we are most 

grateful f or her visit and f or ell the encouragement it is giving t o our 

wcm.en workers. I did IJ13' best to advise a reduction of her programme and 

al.ao enterspersin& it with blank daya, but I have not met with aucceas, 

and llrs. Roosevelt proceeds indefatigably. lly wii'e 1a writing to you by 

the earliest plane and will give you moro details . I onJ.y wish you were 

here yourself. I hope that may come to pass one day. 

2. l.!eanwhil.e General. Smuts see IllS much more inclined to accept 

your invitation to ao to the United States. He has of course great respon­

sibilities in South Africa where his personality has held tbe fort . I hope 

however he may be persuaded to go . There are things he could sa:~ to the 

American people about the British Empire or Com:nomrealth of Nations which 

•• 

• 
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we could not sa;y ourselves with equal acceptance. Naturally people are much 

hurt over here by the Luce-WUlkie line. 

). Oliver Lyttelton leaves today. He brings you a personal 

letter from me to which I attach very great importance. I am sure you 

will read it with your invariable friendship and kindness to me . 

4. The Battle in Egypt is now rising to its climax, and our 

-hopes are higher than I dare to say. 

Pr:!Jne 

. . llir,ra.n~ r. ·l"'~.<;. r, ;, :;rgo b7 lrlt lah 
G()vt. . ·' · Du J; I. tel. 

1 
B-19-72 

.'Pr Tl. 1;. :: .... ..c~~ .Dr...t a 

MAY 3 '1972. 
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CLASSJPUD IWISAOI 
a•cehed •t 

ll!>PAilTilDT COO£ Cf!IT£8 

.l'r oil : . . ~o~~ -·-··- --- -- ----· 

To 

llo . 

Former Naval. Person t o President personal. and .. number 182. 

The battle of Egypt goos ..-ell. We have good hopes of brealcine 

the enet1)'11 lines in the !lorthern Sector, rlth consequences which 

may ..-ell be! far-reaehi.ng. 

Will you allow me to say that- your proposed message to Petain 

seems to me too kind. His stock must be very low now. He has used 

his reputation to do our cause injuries no lesser man could have . 
done . I beg you to think of the effect on the De Oaullists, to ..-haa 

..-e have serious obligations and ..-ho have no..- to go through the 

great trial. of being kept outside, I am advised that unfavourable re­

actions ..-ould be produced in various other quarters . Of course it is 

absolutely right to send him a friendly message. But rlll you consider 

toning it do..-n a bit. 

Giraud has rlrelesscd us saying he has decided to come over a1; 

once and asking for an airplMe to fetch him to Oibral.tar, Eisenhower 

has replled advising that hs use the British submarine under a United 

States Captain llhich is al.ready off the coast. w.s.c. 
. tf}tf ~lfl 

~, .. ,~~:v 
,....,~_a.' i.IT-

~' ' ,,;~" 
J.I.J" 

~ Ck:vt_. 
t~r : .• l' 

· ;.;r:e:o by Blr'ltl eb 
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-
CLASSJFliD IIEB&AGB 

aeeeiYed at 
DEPA&TIIDT COO£ CfJITJ::B 

Lo rdon, England ---· -·------··-- ... - --.. 
To President of the . 1!?-i~d States 

l'lo. c_ •. J.JlJJ_}.!?.'!Wll~~L--------1 942 

' 

Fonner Naval Person to President Personal a:nd- For 
yourself alone . ~,,\ , 

' ~" The reports .from ~t now justify confidence in a decisive Jo. _ 

victory. In tbe event ----or-a satisfactocy break tbrough in the north 
it will be very difficult for R-1 tO disengage his art1Y· Part= 
icul.arly the eight umnotorized diVisions to th8 southiiBi'dsf-

... I am so glad to see that your news from the Solc&ons and 
liP Guinea is "also so much better. 

PRDIE 

IIGRADED U)lr,LASI'TI'!llD by Brl U eh 
OoYt. , s~~.~ D•p•. tel., s-ae-?a 
1'1 a. B. Puu Date • r., _ IS"'Ji~ 

t(e«,,i.;t ~., ... tf­
ll"w. J lf~.L 
~~.; lwr: 

#.,f~,...;. 

/ 

.. 
............. 
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To 

. ,~~ 
WAJl DKP.U111lDIT COllE CD1'18 

::•1· t•: November JL..:_1942 
:11led: 1633 z ·---

- -
The President of the United States ------· ~·-

Fonner Naval Person to President personal and--

I have just received the following from General Alexander. ~fe 

are not proclaiming anything at present. Begins: 11After twelve days 

of heavy and violent fighting Eight Army has inflicted a severe defeat 

on t he en.emy• s German and Itali an forces under Romnel' s conmand in 

Egypt. The enemy•s front has broken and British armoured formations 

in s t re.ngth have passed through and are operating in the enemy's rear 

areas . Such portions of the enemy• s forces as can get away are in full 

retreat and are being harassed by our armoured and mobile forces and 

by our air forces . Other enemy divisions are still in position endeavouring 

t o stave orr defeat and t hese are likely to be surrounded and cut .off. 

The RAF has throughout given superb support to the battle and 

are bombing the enemy's retreating columns incessant ly. 

Fighting continues. 11 

I feel sure you will regard thie as a good prelude to "Torch" . 

Prime 

:UGRADED o;•r,T.J.~~If'ED by British 
Govt ., St''"" ilc.IJ>. te ; ., S-29- 7.2 
ft7 R. 11. Parlls Dat e uAY 

"' 5 1972 ·--
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'lAB DKP~an'IB 

fl"OII t London 

To : -lJle· President oi tM UniJ;ed States 

11o. 185, Nove!Dbe.r-5 11142 

Fonner Naval Perscn to President personal and .. 

1. It will be necessary for me to explain Torch to 

De Gaulle s ometime during D.m1nus one when it is certain the 

weather is all right . You will remember that I have exchanged 

letters with him of a solemn lc!.nd 1n one n1ne four zero recog­

nising him as t he Leader of Free Frenchmen. I am confident 

his military honour can be trusted. I Will however take all 

precautions . 

2. I shall explain to him that the reason I have not 

mentioned Torch to h.im is t hat i t is a United States enter­

prise and a United states secret, and that the reason he and 

his f riends are not in on it is not any want of goodwill on 

our joint part towards him and his movement, but because of 

t he local complications in the Torch area and the need to 

have as little fighting as possible . I am arranging t o let 

him ammounce General Legentilho~e as Governor -General of 

Madagascar sometime F'riday . This we have been keepi ng for 

his consolation prize . It will be a proof t hat we do not think 

of throWing over the Free French. AJJ for his relations With 

Giraud I should think myself they Will join forces politically 

-:oc . ..,i vo" ··a., Room 
O'iOM5 

·· , ~7 Brithh 
O<lvt. , " • •· n.~· . '"'. , 8-29-7~ 
~ R. ll . .!-a. .o Da to MAY 
~ s:1972 

042(J 
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!0 : The President of the U01ted states 
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Page 2 . 

though under what conditions I cannot foresee . I hope 

you Will approve of the course I propose. 

Prime 

1\J:ilfui'FJ 'J • •• : 
Govt.., :it:' u· f'" 
:RJ R. Jl, P::ll'lw 

~J ~7 l!r1t1u • 
~t..l ., 3-29-?;,t 

rate ~V~'f J..JS72, 
-.,_ 
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1 CLASSIFiiD MK88AOI 
aeeeiYed at 

lfAP. DBPARTIIBJIT COD! CBJITBR 

Dllte: November 6~194.2 
~" iled : Q61g28z 

l'rOII:_Ymdon, Engl.and -
To The President of the United States 

Ro, : 186. Noyember 6 , 1942 

and personal from Former Naval Person to President. 

1 . As at ·'pr esent arranged no reference will be made to the 
l\ 

I 

parti?ipation of British divisions in "Torch" 1 as distinct from 

I ' the supporting,_ action by the Royal Navy and the Royal Air Force 1 

before your press release . It would greatly help me' if you could 

l et me 1,<nmr at· 'What time you intend to issue this . I would then 

follO\V up your press rel ease with a s t atement of my own. 

2. Since in your press release you are referring to the partici-

pation of British divisions, I much hope that you will reconsider your 

decision not to allO\V the .use of' the leaflet submitted by Eise~~ower 

making known the arrival of' Br itish troops in Algeria. I f eel that 

this leaflet should not be held up more than two four or at t he most 

four eight hours after British troops have landed. 

3. I sm still sorry about De Gaulle. Of course we control all 

his telegrams outwards . But we are ready to accept your view. All 

goes well . 

Poeoi vod i n ~-'o.p Room at 
Qf)50 , t:\'i'T t '•ovemhe r 6 , 1942 , 

rop)• made for Mn1 re.l Mahy by "~>~> 

Prime. 

Poom - 1>\?don - 11/6/42 
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t'rom London 

17tiR DEPAR'I.'I&E~ r 

CODE CEIITER 

Da t e November 6, 19lj2 

rt .. F1led aqo222z 

To The Presiden~ of _j'_he un~i:.:t~e:::d~S~ta~t~e~s~---------

l'lumbor.~--·· ~------ Dated Nov~mbet-..7 , _1,..9,.42-.--

Former Naval Person to .President Personal and......., 

Number one eight seven. 

I have just heard the .folloWing from General 

Alexander. Begins. Prisoners estimated now twenty 

thousand, tanks three five zero, guns four zero zero, 

mechanical transport several thousand. our advanced 

mobile forces are south of Mersa MatrUh. Eighth Arrey 

is advancing. 

Prime 

Ror ei vod in ~~ap Room 
at 2320, ~NT , november 6 , 1942 

lU!:URADEr t" · · • .:;-: fi'!llD '!>y nrt Uah 
Oo·tt., S\·• L i"t.J.;:; . ... ~...t., 3-29-?~ 

lll l\, H. Pnr<ta Dato MAY 5 l97Z •.. .... .. .,_ . 
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Fro:a 1 Price 
To: The Proaidont of Tho Unitod Statoo 

No . 160, llovombor 11th, 1942 

-· 
Date • llovembor 11, 1942 
Timo Fi l odt 1020 Z 

!'armor !lavo.l !'orson To President :\oosavelt personal and -

It is suroly of the highest importance to unity in every 
possible way e.ll·. Fronoh:nen v:ho ro~:ard Germe.ey ao the foe o The 
invo.sion of unoocupiod Franco by Hitler should 61ve the opportunity 
ror thio . You will I att sure roe.lizo that his Uajooty•s Govoromont 
aro undor qui te dotinlte o.nd saloon obligo.tiono t o De Caullo lilld 
his movOQent . ~e ~ust see they havo a fair deal. It scema to me 
that y~J a.nd I ousht to avoid at all costs ~~o creation of rival 
?renoh emigre Govornuonts each favoured by one of us . We must try 
to ru:e all Anti-Corma.n French Forces to&ethor, and make a united 
GovarM\ent o Thio ""-Y take so:ne timo and nothint; must prejudice the 

1 
• Milito.ry Operations, but we Oll~ht to make it clear to o.ll parties 

Vlhat we want Md what we :are gain~ to wor k for. 

Primo 

•
0 o :• .. ,.,.il '7 !i:-iUa!i 

c. ,J .. •• 

:a:r li.. ol, •• ;o_ ... 
• ' 3-0!9-71: 

0
" '" t.IAY ·' i:.., 
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Da~e November 13, 194~ 
Filed 1553 z 

F'Rt>t.: : London 

UJLJ ~.~ .. OJ../,.):ill!SD ~y 3:-i t1 • 
''"'~to "'o-ct. t.eL, 3-.l~· 

:y "· .ll. ?ar;w Dati! MAY 5 1972 

TO: Till!: PlThSIDEM' OF TnK UNITED STAT:ES 

NU!.SEH: 189, NOVember 13 , 1942 

Fonner Naval Person ~o President personal and 

~r }WO one zero . _ 

1. ThanK you very much f or all you say. our 

en~erprises have prospered beyond our hopes and we mus~ 

no~ neglect ~he good gifts of fortune. All your three 

generals are spl:endid, ~nd r elations with ours are per­

fee~ . 

2. Everything you say in your paragraph beginning 

"It is hoped" down to the words "Germanys flanK" is 1n 

absolu~e harmony with our views . I shaJ.l spend all this 

week end W1 th our Chiefs of the staff r eviewing the whole 

scene , which may be more cJ.ear then ~han now . on Sunday 

morning we WiJ.l confer with General Smith, and I hope 

earJ.y next week to send you our views • 

.;. l!eanwhile let me say ~hat nothing pleases me 

more than to read wha~ you say about ~rying to bring 'l'urKey 

in. · our minds have indeed moved wgether on this , as in 

so much else . It seems to me there are four stages: 

(A) The clearance of the North African coast and the open­

i ng of the !l!ed1terranean for miJ.1tary traffic. (B) 

~ 

04 35 
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A guarantee to •rurl<:ey b.; Great Br.l.tain, .Hussi a and the United 

States of her territorial integr1tJ and_status quo . (C) The 

rapid stockirl6 up of '!'urKey with British and Ar.ler1can anns , 

panicuarly tanKs, flak and antitank guns . (D) 'l'he movement 

of air forces t o the .Hussian southern F.l.anK, which must 

in any case be pressed forward at once , and t he eat her1ng 

during t he winter of a considerable army in Syria. I hope 

next week to make you specific proposals and suggestions . 

4. Ror.unels panzer ancy is reduced to a few t housand 

ce•! ·:lith barely a score of tank:s and guns . I t looks as if 

he woul d have to clear out of Cyrenaica a ltogether and tl"'J 

to make a stand at Agheila and i n the Gulf of Sirte . 

5. The reaction i n Spain has been excellent and in 

France all to tile eood . ne hope soon t o turn t he bombing 

heat on t o Italy . (signed PlUme) . 

6. I am still deeply anxious about the U- boat 

depredaticns, and I bee you t o give favouraole consideration 

to t he letter I sent you by Oliver LYt telton . All good 

wishes . 

NO Sig 

.. -· .......... 

-7 Jr!.t\ c':l 
.: ... ,>J .. , J 

MAY 5 U7 

' 
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3 U:R RADIOORI!l.: 
filed 15/mn Frao the ',Yar Department Code Center 

llov 15, 1942 
ussz 

URO:mr 

From: London 
To: The President of The United States 

(I} 

Number 090 november 15, 19L2, 

i.'fe cannot sa;y that our doubts or arocioties are removed by vmat is 

proposed or that the solution will be permanent or healt~y. Nevertheless, 

1n view of the dominating importance of speed and of the fact that the 

Allied COD:Iander ~ Chi.efs opinion is so strongly and ably expressed 

that is is endorsed by our officers includi.ne Acbnirat'Cunru.ngham 'llho 

were with him on the spot, we feel we have no choice but to accept 

General ~senhowo~s arrangements for mainto.ining local and interim 

oquilibrilllll .and for se011llin8 the vital positio~ in Tunis . 

We feel sure you will consult us on the long- term steps pursuing 

alw~ the aim of uniting all Fre~en 'llho will fight Hitler, 

Great care must be taken that we are not double-crossed. Thare were 

some disquieting evidence~~~ _!~J_g~cs t!'o days_l!8o• On tho other 

hand we have these men in our power ~ should be vicilant lest they 

escape fro:n us . 

We do not see any need to publish the press release contained in 

General ~senhO'II'ers nu:lber five four four or ~!ling like it at present, 

pending further devoloprcents in Tunis and Dakar, and hope our views ma;y 

be mot. (Signed l'rillle) , 
U GRAD!D U~r• •. \S!"i"~".D by Britlllll 
Govt. , St., ·• " J •• r.ol ., 3-29-71 
17 R. H. l'urka Dut& llfAY S 

1
_ 
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Page 2 No 090 November 15, 1942 . From London 

;<. ., 
To save t:I.Jne wo are repeating this talegram to you to General 
A I ' 

Eisenh011er for his immediate information. 

No Sig. 

' 

ltZGRAD!D Ul'C' .\S~ 'i''"'l!l by Br ltt.la 
Govt .. tt., J ol., 3-29-1& 
By R. 8. ~nrka uute 

0438 
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war Department Code Center 

·. 

November 15, 1942 

From: London 

TO : POTUS 

November 15, 1942 

Fonner Naval Person to President personal and -.. 

most immediate No 19!. 

your 211 I entirel y agree with the course you propose 

and do not think any time will be 1ost by the procedure 

which is most necessal"'J . we ought to reach a preliminary 

agreement in out11ne ourselves before sending a joint 

mission. 

NO Sig 

0 43 ~ 

-



t 

\TAR DEPAR~IIT CO:>:; CEIITER 

Recoived: !lovcr.ber 17, 1942 

1214 z 

llwnber: 192 

From: LO~IDO!I EliOLAIID 

To: THS PRESID!:IIT OF THE UlliT ;J) STATES 

FO~R !IAVAL, PERSON TO PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT PERSO!IAL AllD 

.. lO. O:IE IIDIE 'NO. 

I A1! SO GLAD TO READ ABOUT T:·liS SPLEIIDID AY.ERICA!l !lAVAL 

VICTORY IN TilE SOLQ.tO!lS . PRAY ACCEPT MY 'IIAR1!EST CONGRATULATIONS 

AliD TIW:KS. 

Rtc~ .. - -----
G - t • •· .-' " l>y Britt • o . . . "..... • 
B7 R. 11. rtu-•= . ~~ · • ~9-ni_ 

-A to nT~Y 5 ~ ~ ,J, 

-
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WAR DEPARTMENT CODE ·CENTER J 

MIWAR 5 CCWD 
filed 17/247P 
dm 

Nov. 17, 1942 
1503 z 

TO: THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
FROII: PRiml 

No. 193. November 17, 1942 

Former Naval person to President Roosevelt 
personal and No. one nine three. 

I ought to let you know that very deep 
currents of feeling are stirred by the arrangement 
with Darlan. The more I reflect upon it the more 
convinced I become that it can only be a temporary 
expedient justifiable solely by the stress of battle. 
We must not overlook the serious political injury 
which may be done to our cause, not only in France 
but throughout Europe, by the feeling that we are 
ready to make terms with the local quislings. Darlan 
has an odious record . It is he who has inculcated 
in the French Navy its malignant disposition by 
promoting his creatures to command. It is but 
yesterday that French sailors were sent to their 
death against your line of battle off Casablanca and 
now, for the sakeeof power and office, Darlan plays 
the turncoat. A permanent arrangement with Darlan or 
the formationof a Darlan government in French North 
Africa would not be understood by the great masses of 
ordinary people whose simple loyalties are our strength. 

lly own feeling is that we should get on 
with the fighting and let that overtake the parleys, 
and we are all very ~lad to hear that General Eisenhower 
expects to be able to order the leading elements of 
our first army to attack the Germans in Tunis and Bizerte 
in the course of the next (signed Prime) few days. 

· No .Sig 
REGRADED 

~NCLAS-:ilFiED 

044i 
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WAR DEPAR'l\lENT CO!lE CENTER 

FILED Nov 18 
DATE o215z/18 

FRO!.( London 

TO The President or the !lnited States 

NUYBER 194, November 17, 1942 

Former Naval Person to President personal and ......... Your 

two one zero and two one one. 

1 . As praz>ised 1n paragraph two of 1t1<f one eigllt nine, I am 

sending you 1n my iJmledistely following telegram the text of a note 

which I have eiven to the British Chiefs of Staff. 

2. The Chiefs of Staff are 1n general agreement with this 

note and are busily engaged in studyinc the implications of the various 

possibilities which it CX>IItemplates. I will send you the results a.s soon 

as possible. 

3. lleamlhile you oigllt find it convenient to let the Combined 

Chiefs of Staff see my note before their discussions. This would 

facilitate and hasten the agreement 'Which we must reach between our-

selves before we send a joint mission to Moscow. 

4. Thank you so much f or your statement about Darlan. This puts 

it all r ight f ur us. (Signed Prime) 

No Signature 

,. !"' tt'l. 
, 

JIX()JIAl>i.,ll 
Oovt. , ~ \. 

" b7 Br l tl.ah 

1,6- . . ~c.._r , , IJ R. ll • .Pa:rks 
• UJ • , 3-29-72 
Da t o MAY 

5 ~72 
. .. 

0442 



Fromt 
To: 

Prine 
The President of The United States 

No. 195, ~ovenber 18th, 1942 

llovemhor 18, 1942 
filed 18/3[(. AM 

President Roosevelt from Fonmor Naval Person 1111111111-.an·d personal . 

Follovdng is text r eferred to in my ir:ll'lod1ately proceeding 
t.ele~;rar.~. llote by the !linister of Dafence t o t he Ch i et's of Staff 
on pl ans Rnd opcrlltions in the L!adiierro.nean , ~.!iddlo East and 
near East . 

In settling what to do in n vut war situation like this , it 
may sometimes ba found bett or to take a part icular ~jor operation 
to which on~ i a committed and follow that through v i gor ously to 
t he end, r.~akine; other thi ll&S subordinate to it , l'a t her than t o 
assemhh all t he data from the whole world scel18 in a baffling 
array . Aftor tho needs of the major operation have been satisfied 
so far as possible, other aspects of the vmr will fall int o their 
pr oper places . Y.oreovor, it i s by the o.~ntinued s tressing of the 
rnjor operation that our wil l ruJ.Y be imposed upon the enemy and 
t he initiative regained . 

The pa.rQT.I.ount task before us is , f irst,. to conquer t ho African 
shores of t he l.!edi terranean and set up ther e the Naval and Air 
instal l.at.ions which are necess~ry to open an effective passage 
through it for ~ilitary Tr~ffic 1 and secondl y , using the bnsos on 
t.he African shore , t o strike at the under-belly of ,tho Axis i n 
effective strength and in the shortest t imo. 

There are therefore t wo oho.ses-consolidation and exnloit-R.tion. 
Oaaling with consolidation first we may hope that ~eneral Alexander 

vdll beeoco master of the whole of cyrenaica during t he present 
w.onth, ann that he will be pressing the ene~ in the h&heila position 
or even at S irte . 'r/e may also assume that in the sa':'l'l.e period or 
not lone after t he American and J)ritish Forces will becol'le masters 
of th~ whole of French North Africa including Tunis, provided they 
pr ess forward with their present ener e;y and violence. 

It will be nocessary t o sot up Air Stations at suitable 
intervals alonr; all the African shore in our power, but particularly 
and ur~;ently in tho Tunis tip. The largest installations for 
Amer ican bombers our;ht to bo set up hero so t h .. t lon~; range bomber s 
•ent by the United ·states to North !cfrica, togftther with ~erican 
bomb~rs already based on thA Uiddle East can operate against ItaliL~ 
targets . The United States form of day ligh,t at tuck would M.ve it• 
hest chance in the better '""ather of the t!edi terranean. 

'"' '.:.y Bri tish 
teL, 3-Jl9-7& 
Dato · 

f~Y ._,u, 

0443 
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Page 2 

Fror.~: Prine 
!o: The Pres i dent of The United Stat es 

So . 195, Sovenber lBth, 1942 • 

'!'ho boc:~bing wdght of the !lritish night a ttack sho>Jld be 
broucht to bear on Ita ly whenever the weather is core favourable 
than for bo"'hing Genaa.ny . Every en~eavour should be made to oalce 
Italy feel t.ho woi::;ht of the "'lr . All tho industr ial centres 
should be attacked in L~ intense fashion , every effor t being nade 
to rond.er them uninhabitable and to terrorize and paralite tho 
population. I ho.vo aaked for a scheme ot desirable targets in 
Italy. 

It will no doubt be noeessary also t o net ega ;ns t t he Catania 
and C&cliar Airfields so as to ke~p cl~wn the atta ck on Tunis durints 
tho per iod of consolidation. 

Ae eoon aa we aro sure of' ourselves, and consolidated, in 
r r onoh llorth Ai'r ica, including e s poc i tJ.l ly Tunis, two succosaivo 
opur~ttions pr esent thoma~lvos . Tho f ir.jlt i s t he ndvunoo to Tripoli . 
It is possibl e that General Alexander may be able to take t his 
important pr ito f r om tho F.ns t , und ! have askod him how ho feel s 
1\bout it , and how lont; he thinks i t woul d require, but we must 
9.lao be pre9orod for a ropid a dvance f rom t he n est. 17ould Gener al 
t.nd~r •o~ ' o t vro Rr itish D:lvl.o\ons be sufficient , a•suminr; that Tunb 
itaolf oan bo hol d by American Ol>d French All i ed Troops? I ohould 
Hke the heat poeoible asti .. At o o f tho time t hat this wi ll take . 

The sooond im~odinte obj~ctive is obvious l y nithor Sardini a 
or Sicily. The po•sose\on of either of t hese I slands and of tho 
Airfields in tho South would create an air tr i angle, in which we 
should fi r,ht .for and socuro air tu>ster y . Uoroo7er f r om e i ther of 
thea continuous Jntensifiod shor t r ange attacks on Naples , Rome , 
and tho Italian Fleet~ Oases woul d raiso t he war asa inat Ital y 
to an intonso doeroe: Lot an imnod iate r eport be prepared in 
ordor that a decision can be taken . 1'ih i chever i t may be , the 
fight for air control in tho Central Woditerrrunoan s houl d be under­
taken as e ~oat air battle with extr ooo priority, the fullest 
adv~nta~e h~1n& taken ot tho Axis ehorta~e or a ircraft. 

The eYfift euccosa in ~"ronch :1orth .. !'rica has co"l'lotoly changed 
the character of tho problem which ~~ had boan bound to face in 
that re~lon . -e need no longer conteaplate a ~rotraeted eanpaicn 
a&ainat Fronch in Aleoria, nor ic:oediate trouble 'fith tho Spaniards 

0444 



• 

·' 

. . 

!"r om: Primo 
To: The President of The United St~tea 

!:o. 195 , l!ovor.ibor 1 Bth , 1942 

in L!oroeco . On tho contrar;t, all is well in Algeri~<, "'"d a French 
Army will be o~•in& into existoncA, fed l~ Allied nunitiono at o~r 
discretion. hn ox~~nation should be m~do as to how the follow up 
Torch convoys can be drasti~ally reduced rutd revised . ~ill tho 
four Br itbh Divisions nm< in !iorth Al'rica or under ordftrs to ~;o 
there bo rnquirod for Torch? It ehould bo possible sensibly to 
reduce the "Tf\11" of these Dlv1.s\.ona th•J.s savine escorts for other 
purposes, including, in the followinr. order : (;.) Sardinh. or 
Sicily (D) restoration of tho llritish trans Atlantic convoys up 
to standard stroncth. (C) r<~aumption of the P Q convoys in the 
l ntt•r no.rt o.f l)ocornber. To i"ac ilitato thGso vita~ no'lds , und to 
pr ovide. tho lo.r~:o Nnval , part! oulorly anti .•nbmarin<t, faroos which 
will he required , toe;ether w!th the necessary o.ir forced, to •ecttre 
a safe pa.sso(;o thr.,ue;h tho J.:editeno.noan, ilnited States !lavAl holp 
•nll bft uq;ently neoded . cannot tho ""'erican Hllvo.l authorities 
reducr the streur;th of their follow •Jp Tra~satlantic convoys and 
r.a."\ tho ~urlco.n "Tail" be redueod ln the S'l:ne way as I hopo the 
?ritish "rail'1 will he combed? 

~at &ro Coneral Eisenhower's wishes about t he force to att6ck 
Sardinia or $1ollly'l There o.ro two ilritish Divisions of t.he First 
Artey, ns well na the two others whioh llro stMding by . Io t her e any 
neod to put t ho first t wo into !forth Africa? C..n thet not bo combo.t 
loaded herll'l Are thelossos aMon~; our combat loa dors cripplin;;'l 
Sow serious are thoy'f Thoro aro croat o.dvantaze s and anv1na or thte 
in goin& •trntght !'roc the United Kin&doo to the landings in 
Sardinia or Sicily. 710 aust expoot a steady reinforcer~ont or both 
Islands by tho one~, ~~d speed will !lAke our task definitely 
li&}\ter . Jlo•t that tho preparations to attack Sardinia ay to,ko as 
long ao thoso to attack Sicily and that Sicil y is by fo.r tho croator 
pri~o . Decisions on e l l tho Aoovo aro needed within the noxt woek . 

The roller nud resupplying of Hal ta ohould follow nllturo.lly 
from t he opor,.ttons now in pr ogroo a or in prospect in tho centro.l 
!.:oditnrrMonn, •.md tho l.m:,odiato noodo of tho Is l and arto bo\nc dealt 
,n,t,h on an affoctive scale. It would be YJ&ll, when circumatMcos 
'lnd shippinc permit , to oxchanr.e the 11nits who ha·1o lO'IC boon in 
th~ fortrosa for a~e of ~hose who have boon in the dooert, and 
vl":a "'ersa. 

I have recoivod a tolo~;rl\l:l fro~> tho President containlnc tho 
followinr; p .. r11v,rarh : "It. is hoped t~.at jOUr ni th your Chiefs of ~ff 
in London nnd ! vnth tho Co~h1nnd Storr h~ro may Q&kO o. aurvoy of 
the possibilitioa tneludtnc ror>mrd oo vorncnt direotad ar;&inst 

' 
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From: Prime 
To : The Prcoidont of The United States 

, . . ;o. 195, Novc•ilber 18th, 1942 

Sardinia, Sh: !.ljo", Itn.ly, Gr~ece and othe1· Balkan AronA and 
includinz the pocsi?i l i ty of obt~ining TUrkish support for an 
attack throur;h the Black sea a~;ainst Gerr.W.nY' s Pl:>nk." I eudorss 
the ahovc conception b>' tho 9resident. The first pe,rt of the 
President's wishes are being stqdiod by tho Conbi.ned St n.ffs in 
71'Q.Shin~ton, and R.t"fl th') subject or the foregoing pO.ragr'-:>hB Cor 
our discussions. 

The ::;econd part relati.n~ t o turkey is also or Yit~l i!i\!)Ortanco, 
though it is .11 slower procAss. A supremo o.nd prolon_~ed effort nust 
be made to hring Turke-y i .nto the war in the spr.ine;. ?Ta must ex-
pect that our Ue.•1o.l Forcoc and shipiJing, l'lnding cro.ft , etcetera, 
will bo fully engnge1 r;n thCI Central Ucditerro.ilean, and thct.t only 
T-'linor at'lphibiot.as facilities will bf) e.vailab\e in the Levant . 
At'}Cass O'l.r'l howover be had to Turkey by t he railw!lys throu.c,h Syrid 
o.s woll as by coo.sto.l shipping, B.nd hy a gradual bt!ild up of sir 
protection not on ly lcdalia '>ut the !)tLrdanclles i taolf nit;ht becomn 
or~n to supplies for Turkey. Troops can move by rail and road 
from syria. I wi sh to record my opj.n 5.on that Turkey r.~JJ.Y be \\IQ.n 
if the pr oper n&nsures are taken . Turkey is an Ally . She will 
wish t.o hJJ.vO o. seo.t n.mong the victors at tho peaco con£crenco. 
She has o. t;reat c\P.sl.ro to he well arrnod. Her /'.rny is in goocl 
order except for tho specialized r.todtJrn weapons, in whi-;h the 
3ulgnrianG havo bAon e!.von so grco.t o.n advanta.;;e by tha Gorma.ns . 
ThP. Turkish Arey has been mobilized for nearly thrco year s, and is 
warlike . !lith11r to Turkey has been restrained by fear from 1\>lfilling 
her ohlit;ations, and we have to.kon an i ndult;ont viO\T of her policy 
on o.ccount of our own ino.bility to holf1 . The eituntion h11s nOTt 
chnngorl, By the destr uction of Ror.vnel•s /.rr.l!f, laq;e forces may 
prAsentl;r becom available in E&Ypt and cyrent\io . ~y a Strenr;thened 
Rus~ian t•nsisto.nce and a possible countorstroko in tha caw::(lSus, 
which we should •Jrge upon the Russians with all emphasis;;, grellt 
oasemant will be sAcured in Persia o.nd the Tenth .\rmy may bo dre.vm 
•mon. There is o.lso tho Ninth Ar:r>y in Syrio.. Fr om all theoe 
s~H.rces it should be poss i ble, on the nssumption or tho Run$ians 
~Aintaining thnmselves in the C~ucnsus north or the mountain l ine 
and holdin& tho Cas pian , to buHd up a powerful British l and ond air 
for ce to assist the Turks. A tl\re;ot date for tho eoucentrl\tion 
should ho April or V.o.y. Let me have propool\ls. 

'rhe following iD tho order of procodure , political and r.lilitory, 
(A) T'-l~Y'ey shoulcl bo offered a RussiM-Ameriean-;)ritish e;uarantee of 
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rrom: Primo 
To : Tho J'J•eoidont of The United State$ 

llo , 195, NOVAI:\bOr 18th, 1942 

territorial int~crity and statuo <~o. The P.ussinns have alreadY 
o.srced .:ith us upon this . The addition of the Cnited States would 
probe.bly !H) o. d9cieive renssuraneo. This should be followed by 
tho diopatch to Turkey of a strong Anslo-Ameriean Military ~isoion. 
(a) All throu&h the ~~nter fron now on , Turkey ~••t be oquippod 
from C~vpt and from the Un!ted States with tanks, A/T and AA cuns , 
and ~etivo construction of airfi&ldo nust be ~~der to.k~n. "o have 
been workin~; upon airfield conntruotion in Turkey for two years. 
What pror;ross has been mnde so far? JIO't't that Rommel has bonn 
beaten, thoro is ovidont ly a surpluo of material in F.c;ypt. Wo had 
over two thouoand fhe hundred tanks at the disposal of the \Iiddle 
!:last ArfffY . 1:uch oneey material has boon captured, both Cormnn a"d 
Itol ian , This is also truo of A/! and a AA c~~s . Exports 11110t J>o 
provided to aoaist the Turks 1n loo.rning to use and a9 tntain this 
::!llteriaL A cellsele•s flow of weapons I!Jld equipment muot r.o into 
Turkey . rre havn alread!' promisod a nonsi;nnent, bt.Jt the mof!lont 
Turkey acroes so~rotly with the phn nbo•1o , far greater quanties 
!!lust be sont . ;'!hat is the capacity of tho rcilways fron Syria to 
the !hsrl:oruo ru~d t ho Da.rdanollea ? It would seal'\ a r;reat mistake 
to attao~ Rhodes and other I slands in onemw hands in tho Eastern 
l!ndihrre.neo.n until we have ;.ot Turkey on our side. Any ntt11cks c.t.n 
thon be aup!'orted b~ heavy shore based air power . "'e have to creep 
round thio conot both by l=d and sea, buildine: up our 1\ir RS we 
go . (C) In conjuction with tho abovo, ne should ur&e the Ruesians 
to develop thoir otren&th on their southern flank, to try to cleer 
the ca.ucaeua , to re~;ain Uovorosaialc and, above all, to roaume et 
the earliest date thair intentions explained to mo by Premior StalL~, 
of striking south '"est f 'r on tho rotion north of Stalint;rad toWIIJ'ds 
Rostov on tho Don . An ultimate rosult of these operations , if 
svccessful , would be the openint; of the Dar danelles undor heavy 
air proteotinn to the passa~;e of RUpplies to Russian !\lack Sene Ports , 
nnd to any llo.vd assistance the nusuio.nR m izht require in tho Rlaok 
Sea. (D) Lastly, all being nell wo should assenblo in Syria the 
3ritish and inperinl rorcos mentioned in preceding rara&rapho. 
The following are corrections• In paragraph ei~;ht del~te "Acoa" 
after "Italian FlMt". Parat;rAph nino should read "Completel:t Changed". 

t'r!no 

0447 



Fromr 
To: 

1 

Pri.oo Amembassy London 
The President of The Unit ed States 

tfovember 18, 1942 
Filed 18/7151111 

~aval Person to President Roosevel t . ' Personal and tllil' 

Ho, 196, l1ovember 18th, 1942 

I know your earnestness about sending another convoy to 
North Russia as soon as possible . We can have t hirty one ships 
ready to sail fr om I celand on two two December . 

As Turpitz, Hipper and two small enemy cruisers are stationed 
in Norway, it i s essential to have with the convoy, in addition 
to their close escort, a strU<ine force of sixteen destroyers to 
deal with t he German Surface Forces. 

We can provide the close escort f or convoy but, O'<tine to 
Torch commitments and the casualties to destroyers in that operation 
we can only provide seventeen out of the t;renty nine destroyers 
required for a screen for the battl e f leet and cruisers and the 
destroyer st riking force mentioned above, 

I am reluctant t o risk sending this convoy unless we give it 
adequate protection. It is hoped therefore that you would be pre­
pared to send twelve l ong endurance dest r oyers to assist in pass­
ing the convoy in. 

I t would be desirable for your destroyers to arrive at Scapa 
by seventh December i n order to give time f or them to get accustomed 
to working ;'lith our fleet. 

Prime 

REGRADED ~llCLhSSIFIED by Britiela 
Govt. , Stoto De pt . tel., 3-29-72 
By R. H. Parks Dute Mjjy 

5 1.:. 
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!lovem\Jer 16, 19L2 
fUcd 927A 

To: The President of the United Statu 

:lw:lber 197 llovOOiber 18, 191.2 

Perso~al and ..... rmcr llaval Person to President. 

On the thirteenth l:oveJlber I sent you through Lord 
Halifax an unnumbered telegr<~:n containinr, the texts of 
two messares from St alin and my reply. I have now r eceived 
t he followina from him in answer to my last telegram. 
Begins . Many thanks f or your rr.ossa :e of the t hirteenth 
Noveober we all here deli ghted at your successes in Lybia 
a~ at the successes of the Br itish Anerican For ces in tho 
French !lorth Africa. Let c:e conr;ratulato you frcn the 
bottom of lfl'/ hellrt on your victory and wish you further 
successes. 

In the last fmf days we succeeded in stoppinG the 
Ger:nans near Vladil<avkas and in stabili?.ine the situation 
there. Vladiknvkas is in our hands and, it see~s to mo, 
Will remain in our hands . We are taking all possible 
measures t o keep our positions in the northern Caucasus . 

We hope to start our winter cnmpaign in the near 
f uture . The exact l'looent of the be;:inni.ng depends on 
.,..,ather which is beyond our power. I will re(llllarly 
info~ you on tho course of the operation. 

Prime 

. 
I 

REGBADti: ~~:";:.;.~:rrrrm by Brt t1ah 
Govt .' .S-:.on~ f:it.pt . tel.' 3 -2~-72 
B7 R. H. Parka Dat~ 

I ~~ '• ,, 
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WAR DEPARTMENT CODE CENTER 

WARD 33 
f Ued 18/228P 
dm 

CCWD 
November 18 
1351 z 

' 
TO: THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
FROM: LONDON 

NO, 198 November 18, 1942 

Former Naval person to President personal and 

-

Thank you for your statement about North 
A , which I thought admirable. 

I understand that Eisenhower issplanning to 
bold a small unofficial conference at Gibraltar. 
I think it would be helpful if some one from here 
who understands the political aspect could sit in 
for the conference. Eisenhower would like this. 
As Bedell Smith ·~ leaving here tomorrow Cadogan ~ 
plans to fly down with him . We should of course 
keep his journey secret. 

No Sig 
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a DEPART!.IENT CODE CENTER 

FROM London 

Filed 1029:1. 
Date Nov 18 

TO The President of the United States 

NIJJ.lBER 199, November 18, 1942 

Former Naval Person to President Roosevelt (signed Prime) 

personal and ...... Your number two one five . Thank you so much. 

Of course no decisions \'dll be taken. 

. . 

l!o Sig 

R!GRADED UNCLIISSIFJED by Br i tiah 
Govt. , Ste•• Dept. tel., S- 29-7i 
By R. B. Parks Da\1 MAY 5 1972 
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WAR DEPARTI.!EliT CODZ CENTER 

Filed uo A I 18 
Date November 18 

FR(].t London 

TO Ttili- President af the United States 

IIWII&R 200, llovember 18 

Personal and £ f@ J I ormer Naval Person to President 

(signed Prime) personal an~ 

Your public statement about Darlan hae settled the matter 

in the best possible w~zy. I a.m ae anxi~ however as you and • 

EisenhO'II'llr that we should profit to the Cull in the actions 

which are impending by French cooperation. A.leo I fully recognize 

that if Darlan and company render real services during the 

operations these would naturall.y count in their favour . I feel 

pretty sure we are lookinl: at it from exactly the sar.>e point of 

view. Every good wish. 

llo Sig . 

RIGRADlD L'l'"-:.J.SH;-.. , by Bri t1ell 
~vt., St3to Dept . tel •-29-73 
u' R. H. Po~k• Dat!" r, • •" 

..,, .. , ~ '.9i~ 

0452 

-



, 1 

WAR DEPARTJ£11T CODE CmiT&R 

Froo: London Eng1srd 

Filed: 191221 

Received: 191240 

To: The President of the United States 

!lumber: 201, llovedler 19, 1942 

Former Naval Person to President Personal and (Signed 

Prime). Your numbor tVIO one five. On further consideration I 

think it unnecessary for Cadogan to go now. 

llo s~ 

.,_. 

-
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l'lt.R O:':PAR'l'"..:E:IT CODE CE!ITER 

FILED: HOVE!.!~ 20, 1942 
1310 z 

\ 

RECEIVED : lfOVE!.!3ER 20, 1942 
1335 z 

FRCU 1 LONDON E!IGL.'JID 

TO : T!IE PP.ESID:il<T OF T!IE UlliTZD STATES 

tli.O.:l!Ell : 202, !IOVIDBER 20, 1942 

--rom the Prine Minister to l!r . Harry Hopkins . Could you 

put the foll~ding before the President on a suitable occasion. 

1 . One of the most potent weapons for hunting the U- bcat and 

protecting our convoys is the lonz range aircraft fitted with ASV 

equiJXOOnt. 

2. The German U- boats have r ecently been fittes with a device enabling 

them to listen to our one and one hnlf metro ASV equipoent and thus dive 

to safety before our aircraft can appear on the scene. As the result 

our d.,. patrols in the ba;y have becoae larBely ineffective in bad weather 

and our night patrols, with searchlieht aircraft, have been rerv:iered 

al:r.ost entirely useless. Sic)ltings or U-boats have accordingly declinod 

very sharply from one ho zero in SeptelliJor to five seven in October. 

No improvement can be expected until aircraft fitted with a type of .SV 

to which they cannot at present listen called 11Cent1metre Jlsvu become 

available . 

IIICRADtll UliCLA~S!rll!'O by Brl tiah 
Govt., Statu D~pt. tel., 3-29-72 ~ 
B1 n. B. Parko Date .. "' ,, r .., 
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J.!essage f/202 fra:> London, England. Pa~ 02. 

) , One of the main objects of patrolling the bay is to attack 

U-boats in transit to and from the American Atlantic Seaboard. This 

region is doubly urgent now so many American Torch convoys pass in the 

vicinity. 

4. We can deal with the inner ; one of the Bay of Biscay by modif-

ying ane diverting to our Wellingtons a form of Centimetre ASV which has 

been developed as a target location device for our heavy bombers , 

$. A nore difficult U tuation arises in the outer zone of the bay 

Where aircraft of lo~~r r~e fitted with Gentimetre ASV are essential. 

6 . The very heavy sinkinr, in IJid-AtlMtic have forced u.s to 

convert our own l iberators for work in this area. This l eaves us Tlith 

no aircraft with adequate range for the outer zone of the bay, unless wo 

make a further diversion from the small force of long ranee bombers r eap-

~ ' onsible for the air offensi ve against Ge~Any. Even if this diversion 

were made a consider able time would necessarily elapse before the essential 

equippent could be codified and installed. 

1· I am cost reluctant to reduce the weight of bcnbs we are able 

to drop on Germany as I believe it is or areat ioportance t~t this 

offensive should be maintained and developed to the utmost of our ability 

throuchout tho winter months . I would, therefore, ask you J.lr. President 

to consider the immediat e allocation of some three zero liberators with 

Centimbt~e ASV equipment from the supplies which I unders t and are now 

avalloble in the United States. Theso aircraft \10uld be put to work 

immediately, in an area where they would make a direct contribution to 

the l.l:lerican rlar E.i'fort. 
PRIDE 

o ~~ ss 
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URGE! IT 

From: London 
To: The President of the United States 

Jlo . 203, November 20, 1942 

From Former !laval Person to President (signed Prime) personal 
a.'li Follcmin3 from S:nuts who spent this oorni.ng twentieth 
at Gibraltar Headquarters . I 8l!l in full a,;:reen:ent nth him. Begins: 
This is a most secret telol!l'811· After arrival this morning I had 
a long talk nth Eisenh0110r and Cwutingha.,., 'llhich I sllmllariae for 
your infonnation. As regards coming operation next Sunday or Uonday 
it is doubtful whether Anderson is strong enough to take B1zerta 
but Tunis appears more hopeful . In any case every effort will be 
made to press ene:oy into M small an area or bridgehead as possible 
so that air and othor attack may finish him l ater. Further south 
attempt will be made to clean up small poclcets or enemy at Sfaxo and 
elsewhere, but no large forces will be employed 1n Tripoli direction 
nt present. Sea losses so far have been made t:ood . Loss of persoMel 
ships have been compensated by equal number of ' French ships aoqll.:l:re, 
and for every merchant vessel lost a U-boat has been sunk . As regards 

I Darlan statements publishOO. have had unsettling effect on local 
French leaders and it would be dangerous to eo further on those lines. 

• l!ogues has threatenGd to resi(ln and as he controls llorooco population 
results of such a step micht be far reaching. From point of view or 
securing French cooperation and stcl>111sing situation nothin8 could 
be 'fl'orse than impression that '11'8 were merely usine leaders to discard 
theo as soon as they havo served our purpose. There can be no doubt 
that Darlan and his friends have bumt their boats and are doing 
their best to f1cht the Axis and consolidate Fl'ench behind us in this 
fight . Fl'ench are cooperating in non combatant tasks and even in 
fighting on small acale, but their fighting value is at present lcm 
for "'1111t of proper arms. Darlan was not EisenJ:!Oll'llr•s choice but 
that or other French leaders aorne of Whom were his enemies and our 
strong supporters and VlhO all 1181'oed that his leadership in coopera­
tion was essential for our operations, It would be great mistalco to 
croate impression that he is to bo discarded at early date . JJili tary 

~· . 
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!lo. 203 .from London PAGE 2 

si~uation may call for his retention for fairly long period and 
meamthiie- ir.lpression to contrary should not be publicly created. 
I explained to Eisenhower that I do not think there was ~ in­
tention to repeat or go beyond state:~~ents already made llhich were 
onJ.y intended to correct impression that political accord with 
Vichy elements had been cooe to. Future political arrangements 
should be left to governments concerned and agreement of French 
amon~ themselves . I think i t would be wise to pass on to President 
Roosevelt my strong impression that further anti Darlan statements 
might be harm!'ul to our cause, and indeed are not called for. 

llo Sig 

r~.ADT"" -·or 'S~~......, -,., Er1 tiob 
. ' -i!3- ... ' 

u ~ •• Mll'f ., -·, 
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WAR DEPAR"llJENT CODZ CSNTER 

FILED: NOVE!.!BER 21, 1942 
1321 z 

RECEIVEOr IIOVEISER 21, 1942 
1323 z 

FRO:.!: LO:IOON Bl;GLJ>JID 

TOt mE PRESIDENT OF THE UliiTr:O S'I'A'l'BS 

N1ltlll!lh 204, November 21 , 1942 

l 

Fonner Naval Person to President Personal arxi- We ~.¥£,. ~ 
entirely agree with your view reported in your R-3361 (Fan 21}. 

In part-icular we agree that every effort should be made to avoid 

the form of a protocol or other ronnel diplomatic document. 

lllrlLW"tl,, • 0 } 

"o. t. • .. 
hr 11. 11 . .r....-u 

c 

~ . ., ll'lt: 1v .A,. 

...J.# 3-29 ... 7~ 
Date 
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November 20, 1942. 

The President asroos with the provisions of your 

draft protocol but does not wish it to take the form or 
a protocol in vieVI of the fact that the term "Protocol" 

carries with it certain implications w~lch the President 

wishes to avoid. (For Eisenhower from the Combined 

Chiefs of Staff) He would prefer to have tho agreement 

in the form of en announcement by you and with a 

statement of Darlan •s concurrence. (Fan 21) The President 

would not insist upon this to the point of causing a 

collapse of nesotietions or seriously jeopardizing the 

success or your m111tnry operations , but Vlithin these 

limits ho desires you to Make every effort to avoid the 

form of a protocol or other formal d i plomatic document . 

The President desires to keep tho entire arrangement on 

a purely military rather than a diplomatic or political 

basis . He does not desire to elevate Darlan to a position 

of a national plenipotentiary. A copy of the foregoing 

has been furnished to tho Prime Minister. 

< 
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71/UI. !EPARn!EIIT COO:: CE!lTER 

From• London, England 
To t The President of the United States 

'l.o( 
1lo. ~ llovcmber 22, 19L2 

Filed 161.7 z 
!fovenber 22, 19L2 

Fomer !;aval person to President personal and~en­

cral De Gaulle lfi.sbed on ::ove::-\>er two one to bro3dcas~, tbrougb 

the BDC, the follO'Ifine stater-lent (see my next telegram) denounc­

ing the maintenance of the Vichy regi.ae 1n North Africa. I felt 

that , 1n view of impending operations, I should not allO'll any­

thil\(l that mi(lht compranise arrancement made by Eisenhower 11ith 

Darlan or prejudice the military situntion. I accordingly vetoed 

;the broD.dcast, which rrUl not nO\Y be made , De Gaulle was told 

that ae the operations were under tho United States Command I 

felt bound to take your opinion before aoreeine to anything 

';;h1ch c1ght be detrimental to the:o . If your vie'lt' was that 

broadcasts of this kind were undesirable at the moment, being 

your ardent and active Lieutenant I should tJOI't to your decision 

lfi. thout demur . 

Prime 

UOlU~,"' · 
Oovt .. . • . L., .. 

,-, b7. Bri tbll 
te •. , S-29~~· 

-- -

IJ a. H. ru.r h DateMAY " lQ .'! 72. 
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WAR DEPAH.Tl.!E:JT CODZ CE:iTER 

Froo: London, England 

To: The President of the United States 

llo . 206 November 22 1 1942 

Filed 1717Z 
llovember 22, 1942 

FOm.mtl HAVAL PERSOll TO PRESIDENT FEHSONAL AJ:Il:w·····I: m.!ED-

IATELY PF.ECEOD!O TELEORA!.! . TEXT B3GI!lS. 

lA I;i.TIOl: I'RA!!CAISE PREVOYAIT QUE, 1~AI.ORE L A!t!'cl'BS m: SES AL­

LIES, LA LIQUIDATIO:I DE VICHY Eli AFRIQ1E llU l:ORD FRA:tCAISE II IRAIT 

PAS SA!IS DELAIS , NI SAI:S I'IlUFETIES. l!AIS, AU t'OliD DE SOH CACIIOT, 

LA NATION FR!JlCAISE A RESSE~iTI DE LA STUPEUR E)! APPRENAHT QUE LES 

DELJ•IS SBRAIENT l'ELS ET QUE LES PERirSTIES PRENDRAIENT Ull I'AREIL 

CARACT:i:R!l . L!l NATIOII , AU FOND DE SOil CACHOT, DITE!IO SA VOIR DE :;001 

IL RETOUR::E? 

OR.'LITJ TERRITOIRE FRAllCAIS ZST OCCUPE PAR LES ~::EES ALLIEES 

AVEC LE co:ISEt!Ta~E!IT ET L E!!THOUSIASl~E DES POPULJ,TIONS. LA NATION 

SE DEL:A:iDE SI OUI OU SI liOil LE P.EGDJE ET L ESPIUT DE VICHY Y DE-
0 . 

I:EUR!:R&NT Ell VIOUER, SI OUI OU SIJ!Oll LES O!WIDS FEODAUX DE VICHY 

Y SERO:lT L4IJm:::US ::u PUCE, SI OUI OU SDIOII CETTE PARTIE o::: L 

rl..PIRE FP..A!:CAIS POUR!U S U11IR A CSLLE QUI >WAIT DEJA REPRIS LA 

a:. . 
Govt. , . 

........ ~J .R. H . 
... .. r1 ~;iah 

', l. ' ·3-29-7.11 
»lltMAY - , 

" I;Jf 
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Page 2 l!ossaee !!ur:~ber 206 fran London 1 Engla:'ld Hovoober 221 19U2 

GUER.'lE SOUS I.E SIG!I!: DE L RO:r1EIJR, SI CUI OU SniO:I LA LIB::RATIOI1 

IIATIONALE ;, PIIRTIH DE L E},.'PIRE LIBE.RE DiM\A ETRE DESHOllOREt; PAR 

Ul1 QUIIRTERO:! DE COUPA!!L5S , C.U:OUFLZS I'Olf:l LA CIRCO:lSTA 'CE SOUS tm 

PARJURE SUPI'LEI.:El1TAx1r~? IL !>ERAIT CRAVE ET DA:1GEREUX ~0 E': POSAJIT 

5EULEL!EllT CES QUESTIONS ON NB PUISSE E!! ~ll'liE TD.II'S LES RESOUDRE. 

CER'I"GS, LA FRA::CE !1 A QUE 'I'ROP RECO!r.:U QUE DA!IS LA COliF'USIO:i 

DE CETTE GUitRllE ~. Olffi!AL!l IL Y A DES RIS <UES D ERREURS DE LA PART 
, 

D:.S L' n:IIX DiTE<ITIOl!::ES. UAIS ELL!: A P.ECO:a:u AUSSI QITE L ALLIA!!CE 

OS TOUS SES f.LLIES !."l'AIT Ul!E ALLJA:;cJ;; SI!:CER3 ET QITE L IDSAL SACP.S 

POUR LEQIJSL SOill'FRENT ET l!EURE!;T T!UJT ET TAUT D HOIA.'ES ET DE 

FElZ£5 D.\:;s L3 CC'P D!': L~ LIDER1'3 REJETAIT 1l!':CESSAllla.'E:iT, C<UiE 

ELLE LES !~AUDIT ELLE-I:ruE, I.E OES!IO~r.lEUR ET LA 'mAl! ISO!! . 

CE.11'ES, L, f'RAJICE SA!T Ca!:IEIIT Ull REGTI:E D OPI'P.ESSIO!J ET DE 

::E::so::o:: A PU w:: ;m.:PS, EN ALGERIE, AU !.!AROC, E:! TU''IS!E, BAIL-

LOm!ER LA LI!lRE OPIUI01l . MAIS <-'LLE SAIT AUSSI ~U A PETITE EBRANLEES 

LES COLOltlES DU Tl:l.!PLE DB L I.OOLE, REill ll ETOIIFPERA PLUS 1 Ell AFRI­

..lUE DU IIORD , CQ,f!!Z ~ILLUJRS , L 1:XFRESSIOl: PUISSAllTE o;; L~ VOLo:ITE 

lL,TIOliALE. 

CERTES, U mA!IC3 UESU!lE -~ :liYFICUL!'E C<l!Pa!TB LA ~ 

OPERATION DA!JS LA GUEP.RE DE TERRITOIRES ~USSI DIVtmS ET AUSSI LONQ-

TaiPS SJ::PARES \lUE C!lUX QUI f'O?.I!El!T SOU El.IPIRE 1 ET L ACTIOll CC1:1.1JNE 

DA::S U:S CCllBATS DC:S FQRGES All' EES DOli'!' EI.I.O DISPOSE OU ~U BLLE VA 

POOVOIR LEVER DA'lS TOUTES U:S PARTIES DU !.:OlmE. LIAIS ELL!; SAIT 

Qt:'.:, I'OU'l U:liR TOIJTES I3S FORCSS '<Ul WI APPAR'I'IE'11EIIT ET TOUS LES 

ETAT::> QU ELLE FROTEO~, IL ZXISTE DBS LIE:!S t>P'\OWES: L:;s JUSTES 
~RADi J 
·'~ , . 'o''-·• • 

By R. H. 1 

'! Lrl t1oll 
. , a-~9-71 .t, 
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Page 3 l!essaee !IUT.Il>er 2o6 from London, En(lland l;ovem'oer 22, 1942 

LOIS DE 1:'. LECITD.rE REPUDLI QUE ET LES TRAIT"'..S QU ELLE A CONCLUS. 

i::LLE SAlT QUE SES SOLDA'l'S, QU ILS C(l,nJATTE!IT Ell TUXISIE, E.1! LmlE, 

AU '!'CHAD, AU FACU'I:.!U2 1 lli:: SOJIT PAS lES SOLDATS DE QUELQU UN , UAIS 

LES SOLD A TS OS LA FRAliCE. 

DSI'UIS ~U:. LA Pi•TRD SUCCruBA SOUS lES COUPS DE L ::'":rl.."I ET 

CO..!PLCrS OS LA TRAHISO:i, lZ TRESOR DE L I:!!:rePe.'r:oAt:CE ET DE LA 

DI GHITE I!ATIO:<,\LSS A PU ETRE SAUVE~I\RDE . A TRAVERS 2UELLJ::S ':P-

REliVES? DXEU LE SAlT. 1.\AIS, AYAlJT CONNU CE!.Il, Ll\ FRA''CE A VU 

JAILLIR JU~QU AVX TREr'OtlDS DE L 1\l.!E DU Pi!:UPLE lJL FL.'IIJJ.:E DE L ES­

PERAXCE Ell SA GRAIIDEUP. E'f Ell SA LI!JE.R'l't:. C EST GRACE A CETTE FLA!.!!'E 

SACRt."'E. :;UE S EST LEV'"r.E ET ORGA 'ISEI., SOliS I.E TALOil 03 L Z:mD.:I ET 

DE SES COI.Li.110RATEURS, L D!u:llSE RESISTAJ;C;;; FRI\I:CJ.ISE. C CST EN 

~RTU DE LA l.lEl.!E ?LA!n.IE QUE SE SO.'!T~~EU A PEU GROUPES 'lEAUCOUP DE 

JIOS TE!UUT'liRES ET Ul!E PARTE DE 1/0S FORCJ;S . C EST 1\UTOUR Dll LA 

l!E!.!E :'LAJ:l\3 ~UE TOUT L :.J.lPIRE H J • .I.I'l'l'E'lANT S Ul!IR A TOUTE LA NA­

TIO.'/ ?OUR LIITT'~ll ;IT i-OUR V.U:I::RE COTE A COTE ;.'IJF'J; TOUS LES ALLIES 

o:;; u, 1'RA ;cE. C EST PAR LA ET PAR LA SEULE!.:E!IT QUE LA VICT'IIRE 

E!'r'ACERA GLC!li!::US!'J!E?IT, D iJ~! SEOL COUP, HOS l!AI.IiEURS , !lOS DIVISIO:IS, 

!lOS Laru.:ES s(op. 
U!l SIWL COJllAT HlU!l UllE SEULE Ph'f!lm. 

PRDIE 

]C_ \ .>r.J :3ri tich 
Gor~ . .\ 
llT It. n. , .n 

• , Z-29-?& 

Oote MAY 5 1972 
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' 
the Tro110h !HUon foraaw t.bl\t i n opite of tho arriY.U or hor 

1\lliea the l i ,u.id~t.ion or f iccy i n Yrenoh dort.h Atriau would i \O t t ·lkO 
vlaoe without delay or eTen aud.dan oh IIi••· But, tho heooh nuti~110 
in ita iapriaollllent, felt 0roat ut aonaarn on lurnin& th11t deltlyo 
a3¥ be auoll 111\d auoh !U)cl tiL. t aucldoo turna D1J:f tl\lta on auoh •• oh.tr 10 tor. 
The n•tion 1n ita iaprio01111«1t intendo to find out -.Jut goea on. 

lluoh ,. ... noh territory h oaoJ.pie.l by the allied A.-;aiao rlth 
th~ conact 40d anthuaiuti : au~port or tho people. Tbe Mtioo ""• 
whether or ~ot tho regiaa nJ>d a.;.irlt o! Yinby will ra:uin there i n 
!oroa, ~h•tb~r or not the ~·-•nt ' 1obT • lorda• will continue 1n 
o!fioe, motb~r or not tbia ;nrt or the r renoh • ;.ire will be able 
to ll,!lite with th , t part whioh naa ·U.ra<~o~ t>lt•m uv lll"llla agAin uneler 
tba ,bannu ot honor , whether or not o.'tion&l deliYarnnoe beginning 
with the liberated e:apira OU&ht to be di•ho.lorod by l\ fourao::>a or 
oulprita , oaooutlaged for the tine bo1n¥ under additioDAl yerJury . 

I t would be .. ri ua '\nd d!lJli9roua sia,>~ to 1ak these .uoat1ona 1t 
at the aue t iM t1101 oould -ot be an .. arod. 

,;ert<\1~ YraDoe >ua 0:1l,y to a j.QJ ti.:lea la>owo thv. 1n the 
contua101l or thia world war th ·re ar• riol<a o! c..-udn; aia t:\koa on the 
.,..rt o! indirt<lw\ll with tbe beat of 1nteoUona. But a..e (rr~nc•) 
haa aloo reooenlzed th!t t the alliance of all bor allies waa •1 ai.1aere 
one and th't tb t •~orad ide.l.l fc;r wbl.oh ao ~, 11'\llf "'"" rutd WQDan 
autte r 11nd die on the field of liberty neaea&<lri~ :NJaat..J diohoaor 
tnd t roaeon lll tr~moe her•• lf ouroed 'Uuta. 

Ot a o•rt , J.nty, Yr moa kno"a how a regiae of oppraaolo~ nnd 
of -~"" baa long been ~ble to s ilanoe tree apeeah "''d ,..bl1a opinion 
in 4lg'lri." • l&oroo~o &nd t'unioia, .ilut abe •il&o k .ou th't once the 
'olu:l:la of tbe t .. ph of the idol bawo bean ab!L.en, nothing will •t•in 
atifie the pmror tul expreaaion of ;1~t1 nal will el ther in Atrloa or 
alanhara. 

Liko~iaa , irdnoa 1• tully a ware or tbo difficulty in bringing 
bout ao-oper&tion in tho wo.r of torrl. toriea ao diYerae >uW ao - one 

&aj)Uated 1& tho .. IIWUng II\) ita npira u\U (lhe 1& UBO &War" ot 
the difl'ioult,y) ot uaiW <Lotion 1n a~mb&t of areod foro .. wlli oh aha 
baa or wbioh abe 1a .a1o1n1.. to be able to dl'llw upon fro<J all parte of 
til• earth. ~t she lcnowe tb..t in order to unite ill the ! oroea whi ob 
beloag to her .nd tile ""~aeasiona wilioh aha i'roteat.e , there edat tioa 
or lOIIi at.An41nca J at la .. of tba lee~ e>o:>atituted re~b.io and 
t Natl•u .,i ob abe llu a nolwlad . bba la>ooa tbat bar aol.Uera, wh•th­
er tht7 fi&bt in TJ.niala , Llqya, 1n ThoaJ , or 1n th• i•aitia, Ara 110\ 
tne 10.uli era bel oasinc to an in.Uwidlld.l bitt en tile aold1era of t'l'anoa. 

~1 \Qe the "ow> try f l ll ben& .. th ._,~ blowa md fl'OIII t,.._aOOAbla 
plote, tho tra ••ura or .Ultl n&l indapandene>a and dlp1~ baa bee aat•-

-1 - RIGRADI~ l '· o· ~o by B~1 tiab. 
Gavt., 5t . " ~ol., 8-29-71 
B7 1\. !1. • ur~o Data M.IIV 'i 1<l7?' -
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jiU\ !'de::l. Th':"Ougb " ' . t trilla? Obl;r God m wa. But h'lYing expo:r-
1enoed th&t>Tr <OOa MW l n ,> fro11 the YarJ depths Of the ao..l Of the 
~,..le, tho &11 onYolopl.nj; Il 1110 of !lope add lib<lrtT. It la <.lwe to 
thia sacr ed Cl&ae thdt tnere hu b<lon raiaed up and orgMlzeJ , under 
the • art hul of the eoe~ ~nd of hia oolln.bor <teura, the tree>endoua 
r .. 1atance of the r ronoll people . It 1u by virtue of thia a:u:~o tlaae 
tb&t auoh of our ter r i tor,r ~ a part of our forcea have little by 
l ittle collie toeethor . It 1a around th11 .... flaaa that the whole 
•pire will unite it~elf with the whol e nuti on to f~l.t and to oon­
ll*' aide bY aid w1 tb ill the allloa o! Yr t.DOa . I t b thua Md 
thua &lone tb!lt Yiotory will glorioua]¥ wipe out with a single blow, 
our ~- r ortunea, OKr r~ct1ona and our t •ara . 

A ai ngle atrut.;lo for a unified oountz7. 

.· 
•• ry Br1 ti sh 

.ul ., 3-29-?i 

\ 
~ 

- 2 -

1\IGRt"' 
Govt 
By R. H. Date -1Jr£ 
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WAR DEPAi'lT).:ENT CODE CENTER 

Filea _ _,.Q~2;;0~Z/b'2~~<-,­
Date November 23 

FROM: 

TO: 

Mti!.!BER: 

I..onoon 

THE ffiESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

c.u7, Novemoer c.;;., l':h2 

Personal ~d ~ Former Naval Person to 

President (signea Prime) . 

Re your proposeo reply about recall of 

Australian Divisi on . I should be g lad if tnis could 

be delayeo for a few aays as we are stuoy1ng tne 

question nere especially in its snipping aspect. 

It must be remembereo tnat tne Australian action 

will probably enta11 Similar movement or New 

Zealanu DiVlslon. 

No Slg 

04E6 

-
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t WAR DEBIIJIJIIrE CENT~, 

WAR DEPARTMENT 
~ISDXJIE£'9'MGI'lQII'lUR 

INCOMING MESSAGE 
Filed 0040Z 

November 24, 1942 

From: London 

To: The President of the United States 

Number: 208, November 24, 1942. 

One . Your No . two two zero of November 

twenty, I cannot do better than send you the two 

telegrams i have despatched to Mr. Curtin and Mr . 

Fraser respectively, We cannot of course in any 

way oppose in principle the withdrawal of either or 

both of these divisions, but you who have a great 

army in the Pacific theatre and have assumed a con-

siderable measure of responsibility for the defense of 

Australia have every right to express an opinion, more 

especially as American armies are also engaged in 

North Africa and it is arguable their position might be 

affected . Moreover there is a great case against the . 
uneconomical use of our limited shipping, It therefore 

seems to me that the view taken by General Marshall is 

sound and that the Combined Chie~ of Staff should lay 

JCi(;P,r , ' 
Go·n; . . 
By R. li . 

.-- - · ~o by h1tiab 
·-P·. t e.l., a....a9_7a 

J· u-•• Date y $ I_ 

COPY No. 
THE MA.KIHQ OF AH £1C4CT COPY OF THIS MESSliGE IS FORBIDDEN 

·-
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t WAR -M,)t\r~l'fr~~fENTJ 
~~i~l!i~~ 

INCOMING MESSAGE 

No, 208, Nov 24/42 From: London Page TW0 

their view before the Dominion Governments concerned. 

We are very grateful to the United States for the 

help you are giving to the defence of Australia and 

New Zealand while our own troops are so fully 

engaged with the enemy in other quarters. 

,, 

No Sig 

;!;_;(;?.A!><:D UNCL.~ S~IFT8D by British 
Cov; . , Stu~s Uept. tel., 3-29-?3 
ay R. ll. Parka Date I 

,rl 1 ( .) •VI -. 

~ COPYNo. 
THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN 
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T \YAR ~Eil'l'ER 
9 

WAR DE·PARTMENT 
.. . . . . ~t •• :t• . 1.) .: \.1· t1:t t•• 11· •• .). : 

INCOMING MESSAGE 

FROU: --~Lo~nd~o~n~---------------

Filed 0059 z 
Date Nov 24 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFI!D by 8~1tt~ 
TOt The President of the United States Govt., State Dept. tel., 8, 29_,1 

1>1 l\, R. Parka Dat1 1uy . 
lllJ.!BER t 209, November 24, 1942 1M -~SJ972 

Former Naval Person to President personal ~ 

FollO'Wi.ng are texts referred to in my llo. two zero eight. NuOOer 

One. Beillis: PriDe !iinister to FriJne IJinister of !lew Zealand personal 

end--t Winch . 

1 . Your Pefra No eight (for tc.xt see my iDmediately following 

telegram) . I should very much regret to see the New Zealand Division 
I 

quit the scene of its B).ories 1 but I quite W\derstand ?"'ur feelings 

and how embarrassing to you would be the withdrawal of the Nint)l 

Australian Division. I am having tho whole situation reviewed by the 

Chiefs of Staff in London. In the noanwhile I send you a copy of the 

telegraz:> I have today despatched to L!r. Curtin . I am sure it would be 

a mistake f or Australia and !lew Zealand to ignore the opinion of the 

United States ~ilitary Authorities, having regard to the great contri­

bution they are now making to the defence of the Southern Pacific and the 

still greater ef forts we must expect !rom them. 

NUIIIber Two.. ileeins: Pri.,..,e Mini5ter to Mr. Curtin personal and secret. 

Your Johcu four five (Presidents No. two two one to Formar Naval Person) 

and Pre3ident Roosevelt's telegrlllll of llovember first. We recogni5e of 

~.. ~ ,_;, ??;~,:;--./ 
• ./6/d•idr ~..-:2<:'~f':Z. ~ COPY No. - ' , 

THE MAKING OF AN EXA T COPY 0, THIS MESSAGE IS FOABIDD(N 
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£S?RZT • ... 
WAR DEPARTMENT 

CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER 

INCOMING MESSAGE 
-2-

From: London 

To: The President of t he United States 

~~ber: 209, November 24, 19L2 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Bri tbll 
Govt., State Dept. tel., 8-29- 71 
By R. H. Parke Date 

MAY 5197?, 
course that t he withdrawal of the Ninth Australian Division from the 

Mediter ranean Theat re rests with the Commonwealth Government. H<mever , 

t he United States forces are now heavily engaged both in helping Australia 

and mastering French Nort h Africa as a prelude to fUrther action in Europe. 

They are therefore entitled to have the opportunity of consi dering the 

position as a whole and of making any pepresentations to you which they 

may think desirable. 

2. It seems probable that the Eastern Mediterranean will be the 

scene of large scale action i n t he early spring and the position of Turkey 

is of peculiar interest. If t he llinth Australian Division is withdra-'m 

to Australia, it will of course have to be _replaced in the 1!1ddle ;:;ast 

either by British or American Forces. In the present acute and aggravated 

shipping strineency i t will be necessary t o save tonnage as much as possible. 

For instance it might be most economical to move one of the American Divi-

sions in Australia or destined for the Pacific direct to Suez, where they 

tl!ould pick up the Ninth .Australian Division on the return journey. There 

might be no other way of maintaining the necessary strength i n the Middle 

East . On the other hand it might be possible to carry the Australians r 

away fra:t t he !.Iiddle Eas t as an isolated shipping oper.ation. This again 

COPY No. 
TliE MAKINO OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER 

INCOMING MESSAGE 
-3-

Froo: London 

To: The President of the United States 

Number: 209, November 24, 1942 

would have to be at the expense or our (lenor al power to move troops about 

the world and " auld have to be considered in relation to the dominati.!l8 

mUitary exisencies. The matter is ~no on lf!rl.ch the C<lmbined Chiefs o! 

Staff at ·,'iashington, who alone have the central point of view, should 

in the first instance a.dvise • . 

) , So far as vte are concerned we shall of course not opwse your 

Wishes, although we greatzy r e3ret the departure f r om the Middle Eastern 

Theatre of a divi sion wl>.ich has rendered distinguished service. The objoct 

should be to br i11g the ~:reatest number of the United Nations Divisions into 

contact With t he enemy, and certainly it would appear mor e helpful to ths 

C<Xllr.!On cause ll fresh troops were moved from the United States into the 

P3Cllic and into action against Japan than that troops already engaged with 

the enemy in another part of the world should be withdrawn. 

4. As I know the great importance which you have always att«ched 

to Anerican opinion and how much you value the subs tant i al aid they have 

eiven to t he defence of Aus tralia, I feel bound to put these points before 

you. 

'PI""'"- ·~··· •• •rrT• Jl by Britllll No Sig 
. • 3-29-72 

~11'' ?fAr • • 
--- -·- - .. .. 'I .; 

COPY No. 

THC MAKING 01' AN EXACT COPY Of' THIS M E$SAGC IS FORBIDD£N 
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• •YJ\Il. D;>PAR'Il.\E)IT CODE CEliTER 

WAR DEPARTMENT 

INCOMING MESSAGE 
Filed -~ol!:<5~o~z,__ 
Date l{ov 24 

FRW: London 

TO: Tho President of the United States 
R~C\AD=~ ~1fCLASSTF!ZD by Srit1eh 

NUMSERt 2l0, November 24, 1942 r . ''" CepL. tel., 3- 29-78 
p. •. . , """l":'':."" Da"i~ ~1 ,. 

Former Naval Person to President. personal and- Following 

io text of Pefra llo. eir;ht . Begins . 

The time has come I f'eel whon I must ra.ise rlth you the que$t1on 

of the return of the Second llO'If Zealand Division fran the !.Iiddle East. 

In doing so, I assure you that the exigencies or the war situation, both 

in this part of thO world and in the North African Theatre, are fully in 

my r.d,OO . We in New Zealand have for consitlera·ole time been of tile opinion 

that, in vimr of the grolfing dii'ficulties of the manpo'l'ter position and 

of our i ncreased and increasing commibnents 1n the Pacific Area, this 

request should 1le c ode by ~Y colleagues and I also felt that tc do so in 

the adverse circumstances which e.isted hitherto in the !.Iiddle East and 

in Russia wouJ.d be inaptrqr.I.ate . It was al'fa~ oy intention however at 

the proper time, and whon tha situation in Egypt becaoe easier, to place 

the wholo position before you. As late a~ ~t of this year, lU\en approval 

was given for the despatQh of reinforcements for the W.ddle East, it was 

felt that the \li'gent needs of that theatre outweighOd ·those or the area 

in 'IIIlich """ Zealand was situated. !low h011evor with tho launching or' 

the most procising /Ul8lO Atnorican offensive, the l.mr.:ediate security or 
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the Middle East, which m have always regarded as beins of such vi tal 

importance, appears for all practical purposes to have been achieved, 

and,' with the accession of largo new f orces from the United States and 

Bri tain, the presence of one New Zealand division in this t heatr e becomes 

a matte.r or di.minishing importance. Here in the Pacific, on the other 

hand , we are faced not ally with the possibility of Japanese l aunching 

f urther offensive action, both to retrive tho situation arising fran her 

recent setback, and to ta~e advantage of the preoccupations of the United 

Nations in Eur ope and in Africa, but also with what we regard as the 

necessity on the part of the United Nations to l aunch a counter offensive 

at the earliest possible date. In either case it is felt that the place 

of the Second Di vision i s her e in t he South Pacific . 

Ncm that the !lew Zealand Army and Air For ces have, at our 0111'1 

request, been placed under the COI!Dal'lder of the South Pacific Area, we 

anticipate t hat increasingl y heavy demands will inevitably be made upon 

the resources or this ~minion, both in manpower and materials . Already 

as you are aware we have, in r eaponse to Jequests fr<ll!l the COI!Illander South 

Pacific Area, readily and pr omptly agreed to s end a New Zealand Division 

f or service in t ho islands, part of 'llhich has already proceeded to its 

s everal. dest inations. In addition to our A.rr:s;;{ ccm:Utments, it has bean 
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decided t hat the New Zealand Air Force also should be trained and equiPJl'd 

to undertake an offensive role in the Pacific, and, for sane time' now, I 

should add a laree proportion of our limited Coree of modern aircraft have 

been operating in Guadalcanal and Esperitu Santo and other Pacific Islands. 

New Zealand is now endeavouring to co'!'plete preparat ions for an air force 

of sixteen squadrons for service i n the Pacific, with an ultimate aiJD of 

aehievina a thirty squadron air force . 

You will appreciate that with our extremely limited manpower 

resources, Which have now reached straining point, it is not possible for 

us to maintain two divisions overseas , and an adequate home defence force 

together with our air ca~UDitments, which include, of course, the E:apire 

Air Trainine Scheme, and our comparatively small but increasingly usef'ul 

Naval units. 17e have in fact reached the limit of our manJlO'<er resources 

in New Zealand. Up to the present we have taken over one hundred and sixty 

three thousand men and five thousand women from industry. "e now find 

outselves unable to reach the establishment l<hich our Chiefs of Staff laid 

<!own as the m1nimun force required for the ddfence of the Dominion. There 

is also the question of production of food and other supplies, both for 

the Unit ed Kincdom and the Sout h Pacific Area. The United States Forces 

are becoming incr easingly dependent upon resources of the Dominion for 
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those essential supplies and services which we must endeavour to provide 

under the JJutual Aid Agreement. Already, in order to maintain production, 

it has become necessary to strip t he Army of a large number of its personnel 

and return such men to ' industry, and we are now forced, in considering the 

needs of essential industry, and our commitments in respect of the armed 

forces, to come to the decision to reduce establishment below t he level 

which our military advisers regard as suffici ent. 

I think I should tell you also of the attitude of the New Zealand 

people, both llaori and European generally, towards the return of t he divi-

sion from overseas. The main body l eft New Zealand three years ago next 

· January, and the greater p:uaportion of t he men now fighting in the Middle 

East have 'been absent from Ne-11 Zealand for well over two years. There is 

general feeling in the country, particularly in view of the extremely heavy 

casualties which our division has suffered-eighteen thousand five hundred 

so far out of a total of fort y three thousand five hundred sent to the 

Middle East-that our men have a strong claim to return, and further, that 

our own tried and well trained troops· should be used for the defence of 

!lew Zealand in t he Pacific Area. 

And finally I must draw your attention to the effect on New Zealand 

public opinion of the possible withdrawal of the Ninth Australian Division 

from the !Jiddle East, concerning which Mr. Curtin has now sent me (corrupt 
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group) you will appreciate that it would 'be absolutely impossible for the 

New Zealand government to resist the strong feeling to which I have re­

ferred should it 'become known that all three Australian Divis:l,ons have 

returned. I feel 'bound therefore to place the 'lfhole matter fully and 

frankly 'before you and to ask thaj:, as soon as circurestances permit effect 

should 'be given to this request. 

That there will 'be difficulties and embarrassments I fully realise, 

and particularly in regard to shipping, 'but I hope that it will be possible 

for some adequate and early provision to 'be made. The urgent question at 

the moment is of course the despatch of the reinforcements which we had 

undertaken to send to the Middle East and for which transport is already 

'bound for New Zealand. It will 'be necessary therefore to give further 

consideration to this matter upon receipt of your reply to this telegram. 

I would like in concluaion to make it plain that it is not our 

intention to regard the Second !lew Zealand Expeditionary Force as a force 

to 'be stationed permanently in New Zealand itself, We are firmly con­

vinced that a long and difficult conflict with the Japanese lies ahead, 

irrespective of the succ~s~ of any operations against Italy and Germany 

and that the United Nations must, at the earliest possible date, make a 

forward move against Japan. We would wish to participate in any such 

COPY No. 

'nl£ MAKING OF' AN £)(ACT COPY OF' THIS M£8SAGE IS F'OABIDDEN 

0476 



. . . " 

Fran: 
To: 
Number: 

VIAll DEPAR'lllENT CODE CS!rrER 
WAR DEPARTMENT 

• 
,# 

........ ,=··~";."., • .. .a .:, ... , . ··.)····· ••> :-
INCOMING MESSAGE 

London 
The President of the United States 
2l0, llovlllllber 24, 1942 

offensive in the Pacific to the fullest extent of our capacity. 

llomin1on has, I hope, given um.istakeable evidence of its fixed 

determination to fi(:lht this war throUllh to the end, and the losses we 
I 

have suffered in successive campaigns are proof of the spirit of the New 

Zealand people and of their willingness to make every sacrifice to thia 

end. I know you will appreciate the reasons which i nduce i'O to raise this 

matter and that you will give to , it your full 4Rd' sympathetic consideration. 

No Sig 

JmlRAD'!D 1 ' • 
Govt., 5 ... 
ll;r li. I 1 

•• ., '117 Bri tiell 
I J, , 1)'~29•71! 
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TO: THE PRESIDEJIT OF THE lHITTE!l STATES 

iiU!E':l! : 211, llovenber 21:, 191:2 

Forner !laval Person to President Personal and-

1. We have had a letter from Cl<meral Hartle stating that 

under direct ive from the Uni ted States \'far Department ("Any 

construction in excess of the requirements for a force of four 

t'wo seven zero zero zero must be accanplishad entirely by' your 
) 

own labour and with your own materials and that Lend-Lease materials 

cannot l>e furnished 1n these instances") . This has caused us very 

sreat concern, not so much from the standpoint of Lend- Lease but 

on &r ounds of crand strategy, VIe have boen preparing under "Bolero" 

1 1 oO, ooO for one ,one zero zero ,zoro zero zer o men, and this is the fir st 
' 

intimation we have had that this target is to be abondoned. We 

had no knowledne t.hst you had decided to a))andon forever "Round-Up",. 

and all our preparations were proceedinz on a b road front under 

"Bol ero''. REGRADED UNCLASSTYTID b7 Britieb 
Govt., Stnte Depl. tel. f B-29- ?a 

R. 11. Parko Datogl 
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2. It seeos t.o me that it would be a most crievous decision 

to ablll'ldon "Round-Up11 • "Torch" i s no substitute for "Round-up" 

and only eneaces one three divisions as against the four eight 

contemplated for "Round-up". All J11Y tli ks with Stal.in in Averells 

presence, were on the basis of a postponed "Round- Up" . Dut never 

was it suggested that we should attempt no Second Front in Europe 

in one nine four three or oven one nine four four . 

J. Surely, !Jister Prosident, this r.~atter requires most pro-

found considerat .on. I was deeply impressed l'lith all General 

liar shall • s arguments tha·t only by "Round-Up" could the main f orces 

be thrown into Frln ce and the low countries and only in this a-ca 

could the main strength or the British Metropolitan and United 

States overseas Air Forces bo br ought into action. One of t he 

argun:ents we used against "Sled~;elummler" was that it l'IOUld eat up 

in one nine four two t he seed-corn needed for Phe DlUCh larger 

"Round-Up" in one nine four three . No doubt we have all boen sancuim 

of our shipping resources , but that is e matter which time can correet . 

o:1ly by the bu1lding up of a "Round-Up" force hera as rapidly and 

regularly aa other urgent demands on shippin(l all01r can we have tho 

means of comina to erips with the main strength or t he enomy and 

-~berating the European nations . It may well be that, try as wel 

·rlll, our s t r ell{lth will not reach tho necesSD.l"'/ levels in one nine 

four three . Dut 1f so it becanes all the more important to make sure 

Rl~l\ADU ••. ..,I 'Of"' l ED by Bri t1ah 
~<:c., t. ~ t tol. ; S- 29-?i, 
~?· 11 i • Date MAY fi 1972 
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we do not miss one nine four four. 

4. Even in one nine four three a chance may come. Sl!ould 

Stalins offensive reach Rostov on the Don, which is his aim, a 

first-class disaster may overtake the Ooman Southern Armies . Our 

llediterranean Operations following on "Torch" :nay drive ItaJ.y out 

or the war. \Yidespread demoralization~ det in among the Oennans, 

and we =t be ready to profit by any opportunity which offers. 

S. I do beg of you, llister President, to let me knO\'I' what has 

happened. At present we a-e completely puzzled by this information 

and the manner in \Yhich it has reached us . It seems to me absolutely 

necessary ei thor that Genera). Marshall and Admil'aJ. King \11th Harry 

should come over here or that I should come with my people to you, 

P!lll.!E 

1\;;c:tAD-' '"l"r ASSI~l!':D b 
CO\' 1. ~ De~ 7 Sri tlah 
J:sr " Jl • ' t ol.' S-29-?a, 

' · <'arlie Dato a. 
I!I'A)' 5 
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FROll: ----~Lo~n~d~o~n~-----------------

TO: The Preaident of the United states 

212, November 24, 1942 

!armor llav&.l Person to Proaident peraond an.,. .... _ aigned 

Prine). 

I think that the proposal made in the aeeond paragraph of 

your telegra.m. nuaber t .. ,.o one nine of two zero November ia & good one., 

and we ah<>ll be glad to appoint someone to aot aide by a ide with the • 
person you aoleot . 

Tho funetior.s of our two civilians should, I suppooe, be 

ddt!ned by uo before they go . 

1m I right in assuoing that your proposal ia that they should 

not be accredited aa roprosontativoa to D&rlan or to the French Adminio-

tration, but would aot as tho political at ente of their governments on 

the civilian aide in the territory, eido by aide with t he Allied Comm&ndor 

in Chief, concerting their action with him. 

No Sig 

lU: ... .ADt~ t/''CLASS!FI!D by Bri Ueh 
c;~... " Dop t. tel., 8-29-72, 
EJ R. il. i'arlts Date MAY ~ 1972 
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FROU o London 

TO o The President of the United States 

NUMBER • 213, November 25, 1942 

Former tlaval Ferson to President personal and ••• 

I.IY number t-Iro one one. In conference lfi th !!ajar-General 

~th, llho has just returned from Gibraltar and was out of England 

-.hen we received General Hartles letter , "" have learnt that there 

is no change i n the general plan of "Bolero" and "Roundup" , and 

that the letter quoted related only t o the rate at which accommoda­

tion should be provided for the build-up. I am very glad this 

misunderstanding has been cleared awa:y and that we are as ever in 

closest agreement. 

Uo Sig 

) ·•·• ' '"l"Il!D by Bl'l t!oh 
( ' . . . . ~ .. te l., 3-29- 71!, 
l ' J J _ .. lu Dato .. ' .i,i\ I J 
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To: The President of the United States 

llo . 2lh, :!ovember 26, 19 ~2 

Former liaval person t.o President personal and •••• 
(signed Prime). Your two two t wo. 

Thank you so much about my t wo one one. As I cabled 
you last night, we are in full agr eement . 

I enti rely agree in principle that there should be a 
conference with the Russians , but I doubt very much whether 
a conference on general war policy, apart fron some special 
point, bet7reen officers would be of much value . Certainly 
if a Russian delegation went to Cairo, which . I dee:. unlikely, 
they >TOuld be so tied up that they would have to refer every 
point of substance back to St alin at ldosco-.v . If the confer­
ence were held in l!oscorr there would be less delay, but I 
trust t hat ~fore British and United States missions went to 
~!oscow they would have ajoint and agreed vie·.1, to serve at 
least as a basis for discussion, I hope also that if General 
Marshall were sent by you he would not by pass this country. 

I think I can tell you in advance what the Soviet view 
will be. They will say to us both 11How many German divisions 
will you be engaging in the sunmer of one nine four three? 
How many have you engaged in one nine four tl•o?11 They vtill 
certainly demand a strone second front in one nine four three 
by the hea·.ry invasion of the continent either from the ,·rest 
or from the south, or from both. This sort of argument , of 
l'lhich I had plenty in Moscow, requires to be met either by 
principals or by Naval and shipping authorities vmo would 
certainly have to be present . ltvol:luld be very difficult to 
spare all our Chiefs for so lon~ at this time . 

.-·, ':.,f 

( " 
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Stalin talked to me in J.!oscow i n the sense of being 
willing to come to meet you and me somewher this winter, 
a~ he mentioned Iceland. I pointed out that Encland was 
no farther and more convenient . He neither accepted nor 
rejected the idea. At the same time, apart from the climate, 
there is a lot to be said for a ne7r triple Atlantic confer­
ence in Iceland. Our ships might lie together in Halfjord 
and we would pl ace a sui table ship at Stalin' s disposal wear­
inc the Soviet Ilag pro tel!l. He talked with some zest of his 
desire to fly and of his confidence in the nussian machines . 
Only at a meeting between principals will real results be 
achieved. What about proposin~ it for January'? By that time 
Africa should be cleared and the ereat battl e in south Russia 
decided, 

I may add that if ever I can persuade you to come to 
Iceland I shall never be satisfied unless you l ook in on 
this small place befor e returning, 

l!o S:iz 

REGRADED li!ICLASSIFIED by British 
Govt .. R" ·tr Dopt . tel. , 3-28- 72 
By .R. H. Pr.rks Dato MAY 5 1972 
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FRO!.!r bmdon 

T01 Tho President of ti1e United States 

NUUBER1 215, December 2, 1942 

Filed OOOlZ 
Date Dee>. 2 

Former naval Peraoa to Preeident peraonal and .. 

1. I have had a telegrL~ fro~ Ur. Curtin inaiatin& on the 

return o! the l!inth Auatralian Di~iaion and aa~: ng that their 

equi!"-'ont will go too . 

2. We cannot reeiat lancer the return of the perao11nol, but 

wo out;ht not to iNpedo futuro operations by moving the uquipment, 

which m&koo a further inroad on ehipping and is urgently needed tor tho 

Peliah Cerpa. I etill hope thnt Now Zealand will allow ita division 

to ro..ain. 

Ne Sig 

· ' • . . RIGRAD!D UNCLAS~T·'~D by Br itiah 
Govt., Bta~• D~v tol., 8-18-7• 
By R. 11. Parh Date 

MAY 5,1972 
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TOt The President ot the United States 

NOYBERt 216, Deceober 2, 1942 

Fomer !laval PoraOJt to President personal andltl······ 

l. I givo below tho toxt of tolograms oxehan&ed botwoon 110 

and Preaier Stalin. 

2. Plouo note particularly tho last sentence of Para 6 

of Stalina ~ossa e. The chancoe of Round-Up may be &rea.ly ioprovod 

by tho present battloa on the Russian Front . 

3. It soems to tno that tho wholo ouesti on oucht to be 

ro-exaoinod in tho lit;ht o!' the Rua81an victori6s. It would bo urrwi•e 

in ny view for us to send aeparato delegations to J.:oaeo\f without having 

decided what TTo •re toinr to do about Round-Up, ..niob 1t alllloat tho 

•ole thing they will waat t.. kn-. 
4. I bopo thoreforo that yoa will all..., C..noral l'ar1hall and 

Aclnirai Kin& to co:>e over hero, it pouible with Harry , at the oarlieot 

• 
Ul~Out . 

6. I still ohoriah the hope of an Icol~ ooetinc after tho 

vouncl hau boon fully oxphrod. 

6. Tologra':l to Pror.thr Stalin elated two four !lov. one nino 

four tuo bog ina 1 
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Fror.t London to tho Proaidont of the United States, P&P,o 2. 

"Para 1 . It eave Mo the vory groa1;est pleasure to receive 

your nrn and heo.rtfelt conrratulationa. I rcJ:ard our truoti\al per-

soua1 rolationa aa coat L,portant to the discharge of our dutioa to 

tho groat ~a .... wbuo l hoa are at atalce . 

Para 2 . Although tho Proaidont is unable with treat 

r ee,rot to lond 1no twelve Alnoricom doatroyers for which I uked , I have 

now auooeeded in cakin& arrangement• to sail a convoy of over thirty 

ohips 1'1'0111 Ice land on DocoUJbor tv•onty second. Tho Adr.iralty will con-

cort the oper .. tion with your officoro as boforo . Tho C.omona havo 

movdd the bulk of t!-.oir aircraft from the north of llorwa. to tho south 

of Europe no a result of 1Toroh 1 • On tho othor hnnd tho Oennan surface 

foroos in llorw"y are still on ~:uard. The Admiralty are ploued so far 

with the pro~ress of the q ,p, Convoy which has boon helped by bad weather 

and ia now under tho protection of our cruiaora which haTe boon sent 

out to c oot it. 

Para 3 . I have comnunioatod to Proaidont Rooaovolt some 

proliminary ide as about Turkey, and have found that ho independently 

had formed var y similar views. It eooms to mo that we our.ht all of us 

to t>alco o. no''' intense offort to havo Turkey enter the war on our aide 

ir. tho oprin6• Fer thia: purpoeo I ehould like United Statoa to 

joiz. ir. &L Axl~lo-Soviot (U&rwtoo o£ tho territorial intotrit;! and 

atntua or rurkoy . 1h1a would brin& our throe countriea a ll into line, 

and the Amorioauo count for a l ot •ti t), tho Turko , Secondly , we are 

alread)' 10ndin11 Turkey a oouaiderablo oonaicmont oi tlUni tiona includ-
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Fror> London to tho President of tho Uni tod States, Pat o 3 • 

illg .two hwldrod to.nko fror.t the !lidd le Eut. During tho wi11tor by 

lar~ rou~ . or coastinc U? tho Levant , 1 ohall keep on tending suppliot 

'• 
of nunitiono to Turkey together if por~ttod with oxportt in plain 

' clotho& for t raininr, Md oaiutenanoe purposoa. Thirdly , I hope by tho 

oarl. aprine to aosomblo a oonsidorablo army in Syria drawn !'rom our 

Eie;hth, Ninth llnd Tenth Armies, so at to go to tho h elp of Turkey if 

oithor she 'lloro threatened or wore willing to join uo. It is arldont 

that your oporationo in tho Caucasus or north of it may also oxoroioe 

a roat inf'luonoe. If wo could got Turkey into tho war we could not 

only ptocoed with operations to opon tho ohipping route to your loft 

flanl: on the Black Sea but we could aloo bomb heavily frca:'urldsb 

l)asos tho Roumanian oilfield a whic!. are or such vi tal i,.,portanco to 

tho Axia in view or your IUCCt88ful defence or tho m&in oil supplies 

of the Caucasus . Tho advanta~e of a ~OYO into Turkey ia that it pro• 

ooods m.ainly by land and can be additiod&l to off ontiYe action in tho 

Central ltoditorrAnoan 1fhioh will abtorb our aoa power and much of our 

air power. 

Para 4. I ha·~ agroed to President Root ovolto sugtottion 

that we each tend in tho ne&r futuro, if agreoablo to you, two hig)l 

!lrii tsh officort and two Al:!ericant to Jloacow to plu thit p&rt of tho 

war in ont nino four throe. Pray let mo len- if yltu a e;r e o , 

Para 6, 1 hope you realito, Premier Stalin, that 

ahipl'ing ia our limitinc !'actor. l n ord••.S.'1'oroh• we have had to · 

, out our Trant•Atlantic oscortt ao fir.e that the firat half of Uo•e~bor 

hat beon our woret month to tor , r.o and the Anerioant have budFotod 

04(~ 
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Fro~ Londn to the President of the United States, Pa e 4, 

to loso at tho rate of sovon hundred thousand tons a mont h and still 

ir:lprove our mar gin. Over t he year tho a.vcrage lose ho.a not been quite 

·• so bad as that, but this first !'ort11ight in november is wo r ... You 

who have so much land may find it hard t o realise that we can only live 

and fight in proportion to our sea conmunioationa. 

Para 6. Do not be distrubod about tho rogue Darlan. 

We liavo throVIll a large An~le-k'l1erican Army int• French North Africa 

and are getting e. very firm gri p . Owing to the no11-re~stance of tho 

French Army and ncm to ita increasing nupport, we are perhap s fifteen 

days ahead of schedule. It is of the utmost consequence to get the • 

Tunisian tip and tho Naval Base of Bizerta at the earliest moment, • ·~he 

loading elements of our First Arr•'¥ will prebably begin their attack 

i mmediately, Once established thoro with overpowering air, we can bring 

'- the l1ar homo to J,:ussolinni and Fascist garcwith an intensity not yet 

possible. 

Para 7, At the same time, by buildin& up a stron& Anglo-

~~orican Army and Air Force in Groat Britain and making continuous pro-

parations along our southeastern and southern coasts, we keep tho Germans 

pirul&d i n the Pas de Calais, eto., and are ready to take advantar o of 

any fovourablo opport••nity. A:ild all tho time our bombers will bo 

bl~ating Geruany with ovor inoroasinb ~iolenoe , Thus the halter Will 

tighten upon tho guilty doomed. 

Para 8, The glorious nswa ef your offenaivo is atroaaing 

in. 1\'e aro t.1ltohing it with breath lou attention, Every good wish. Endo . 

DGIIADID U~C!.}S~P''lrn by Britiall 
Govt., St ·~ L,~ •. •el. • 8-29-71 
JT R. H. P~U'kb Date • 

~ l AY 'i_1972 
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Fro:n Lolld t<> tho President of tho Ur.itecl Statoa, P&go 5. 

J:ologr.,. from Pro!'lior Stalin dated two eight Nov one nino 

lour two . Bog ill a: 

Para 1. J.lany tho.nka J'or your moaaago which I rocoi vod 

ou tho two fivo llcvombor . I fully share your viow oD tho il'lportallCo 

of dovolopin~ our personal relations. 

Para 2. I L'!l grateful to you for the noaauroa yo~ aro 

t&ki~>e to sene! a now biG convoy to Archantol . I realise that in view 

of tho considerable Naval Oporationo in tho ~oditorranoan Sea thio 

conatitutoa J;Toat difficulty t'or you . 

Pnra 3. I IIlii in full agroo>1tont with you and President 

Rooaovolt on tho question of Turkey . It would bo desirable to do 

ovorythin& possible to have Turkey ontor tho war on our side in tho 

spring. This would be of groat importance in a rdor to aooolorato tho 

dofoat of Hitler and hio aoocmplicos . 

Para 4. It l U llS to 1110 that tho A.'Doricans uaod Darlan 

not badly in order to tacili tato tho occupation of tho liorthorn and 

liutorn A.frica. Tho nilitar; diplo,...oy 1\llt bo aolo to uao for 1111li-

tar; purposes not onl;v !)arlan but 'Even tho Devil hi•uolf and hil 

grAndoa'. ~aiakya footnotoo Thio is a strong Russian proverb. 

Para 5 . I paid clooo attention to your communication 

the.t you and Americana do not relax proparLtion along your oouth-outern 

and southern ooaata in ordor to koop tho Go~• pinned iD tho Pao do 

Calais etc. and that yo11 a ro roady to t ako advantage of any favourable 

opportunity. I hope thio deoo not noan that you cht.A&od JIDUI' llil>d 

IISGRAJI-. YD by llr 1 t1a)L 
Go\'t . ~· ~ t " 1 ~t.al-211-'ll. 
By R. • ""''W'f 51'372.• 
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Fro::1 London to the Proaiclont of the United states, Pa&e !). 

,., itn reeard to your proml.oo &i ven in !Joocow to ostablioh a oooond front 

in i/utorn Europe in tho oprins of ono nino tour three. 

Para 8 . I am in fUll asroooont with President Roooo-

volt's suggostion and yo•!r wiah to arran~;e in L!oscow oonvors~tiono of 

tho roprosontativoo of tho throe eonoral staffs to prepare tho ro­

apootivo military plano for one nino four throe. We are re~dy to 

~~•t the British and kcorioau roprooontativos whenever you wiah. 

Para 7. In the Stalin&rad operations we wore oo ~r 

ouccouful pa.d.\y booauoe of onowft.ll &nd roc which hinder tho acti-

vites of the Gorman aviation, 

Para 8. 11e ht.vo intention to start in tho next few 

days activo operations on tho central front in order to pin hero tho 

ono"'' ~oroes and to proven~ tho tro.nsfer of any portion of thoM to 

tho aoutll . 

No Sig 

R!GhhD t:.t"" "'''r· .. A5~TFTr.o by Br1 ttah . · ,C!o\""t • !' 't: T!~.ep .., ' o .. . , 8-39- 711 
,,.,... ! ~ 1· •• f.P •) 
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WAR DEPART!.!EllT CODE OEllTER 

Filed _..,;;0::,1,!;13~2.--,-...---
Date Deoe:>ber 2 

• 
FRO'.Jo London 

TOo The Proaident of tho United Statea 

llllJBE!h 217, lfaoonber 2, 1942 

,l"ol'l'lor !laval Person to Proaideni personal and ... 

1. S.er aince we received a requeat tor carrier rointorce -
,. 

l!lerlt t'or your Pacific noot we h~. been earnestly seeking to moot 

your wiahoa. 11e did not fool able to c<r11o to a dooio ioa about thoao 

nry few vital unl.ta until wo knew how our carriers hac! fared ln.the 

rootricted 11nd dangerous watora in which they had to opert.te tor 

'l'orch'. 

2. Tho hazards ot' 'Torch• are not yet ended, as our build-up 

of ahore-baaed aircraft will not enable the withdrawal tor a~r.:~e til:lo 

ot' tho tiTc carriers now el!lplcyoc! on 'Torch', Knowinp; however, how 

urcently you requre a roint'oroenent of carriers in the Pacific wo 

are propared to tt.ke a riak new and c~o to a docioion aa to what 

t.aaiatanoe we can r,1To you . 

I 
3 •. Aa you ara aVfaro, our carrier atrongth consilta o£' the 

followingo -(A) four long endurance ~urad fleet carriorao -

Viotorioua-aftioiant and juat withdrawn fro• 'Torch' Illuatrioua­

at't'icient and the only carrier now with tho Eaatern Fleet Indooitabla-

undergoing attor action ropaira, and will not ba workad up before 

February Pormic!abla--now a~loyad on 'Torch' but hat turbine trouble 

T OF, - () f"llll):~,,._ ......., 
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Pre~ London .:o tho Proaidont of tho U11i1:od states, Pace 2. 

and HUtt go into dockyard hl.lllie l'or eix or sovon weeka ao soon aa 

poasiblo (B) ono short endurance fleet carrier, Furiouo, ~ioh io 

now e::l.plo:,rod in •Torch• (0) an aircraft repair ship, Unicorn, which 

can operate about t'aonty five aircraft but will not be ready for eor-

vice until early February. 

4. In tho hope that your operations in tho South Paoifio will 

prevent the Japanese from makint aerioua raids into tho Indian Ocean 

we are prepared to talco the aorioua rhk of withdraning Illuatrioua 

from the Eaatern fleet, and r;hen Admiral Sol:lerrillo tho Unicorn and 

an auxiliary carrier. We are also prepared to withdraw Victorious 

!rom tho Homo Fleot, and to aond you both ~ictorious and Illuatrioue 

if you can allow Ranger to join tho llomo Float . 

5. In view of tho vital• importance of tho Atlantic oo~nunica-

tion, tho necessity of supportiur; tho 1/orth Russian ocnvoya, the poaeiblo 

nppoaranco of Grar Zeppelin at tho ond of the year, and tho preeent 

condition of IndollLl.tablo and For=idable, we could not roloa .. both 

Victorious and Illustrious without the addition of RAnger to tho 

ho.•e fleet. 

6, I am much in fa vaur or oonding you two carriere rather 

than one if this can be "'anacod, a 3 thie will not only r,ive you in­

creased atronr;th but would allow tho two ships to work u a tt.ctict.l 

unit, which would a ppoo.r to bo nocoaoary as neither ship carrioo 

outficiont ~irerat't to operate oincly. I would propoao to aond Admiral 

U GRADED m··• ·~·r••rp b1 BriU .. 
Govt., Stuco t•pt. te ., 8-28- 71 

............ R. B. Parh DattfAY S 1972 
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Fro:ll Lolldo" to the Preaident of t!>e United Statoa, Pan 3 , 

I.yetor, ,-,;..., is known to a r;ood caL-· of your officers, in co:::~and, 

7. It is c onlidor od neceaoar> for i>oth ship• to prooood t o Pearl 

llarbour , whore tho:• should arrive about tho end o!' OoooJ"lbor to adjuat 

their complo~ent or airoraft. 

8 . If you are in .l'avour oi: this oxchanr:o Pound will settle 

detail a with King, 

!lo Sic 

JIZGRADT;; m•·• ~ ~~TTT!'n br Brl tt•l 
Oovt. , St. 'D.p •. to;., 4·28· 71 
», R. B. P~ ·•• Dato .. , 

'12" 
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Fr oms London 

Tot Tho Pre s ident of the United Stntos 

Filed 2/1137Z 
ro 218 Deoo:obor 2, 1942 

For.:2or ~~aval Poraon to Preaidont Roosovel t personal and 

Your tiro two threo. Thank you very ..uch. 

Priono 

RlaRADID UWCLASSJ1TID by B~ttiil 
Govt., S:~~e Dopt. te' ., 3-88-71 
1J Jl. B. Pub Date .., ·o~ 
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FROlJa 

'ro. 

lltr.:BER t 

1. 

WAR DEPART' D T COJ>E C::J'TER 

Fil e<1 _ __,1:.:,8.;,67-=z~,...,,--
oate booen6or S 

London 

Tho President <if the United Ste.toa 

219, J)ooombor S~_JJ~ 

Fot'llleT !le.ve.l Poreon to Preaidont ( oignod Pri::le} personal 

and _, 

l. Your t:>to tuo tour. 1 am doll(;htod at your propeaal 111\ich 

11 tho on>.V,. ny or Ma)(ing .. r;ood pllll> tor one nino four throe. At 

prosont'~e have no plan .('or one nino tour throe which is on ~1o ecalo 

or up to the level of events. It 11 r;ro.nd of you to como and I will 

moot you anywhere. I an telorraphine; Stalin to roinroroo your invitf\tion, 

2. !.!oanwhilo 1 deprooato aondin~; our military roproaontativo 

to l.!oaocrw. It will only lead to a doadlock and queer tho pitch. \'/o 

atill think that ~!u shall, King and Arnold should cor.~o hero in ad•ra~tco, 

10 ~.at t.t least wo have """'" definite plt.na t.s a bash tor diacuu1on 

whon we t.ll :~cot in Jt.nuary ("CCo·,.whero in Ai'rica)"). othorwiao St&liu 

will r;reot ua with the quoation ("(!!avo you thou no plan for tho aooond 

front in Europe you promiaod mo t'or ono nino four three )"). 

3. Khartoum is at your diapoaal and would bo most aatiaft.otory 

u r ocards ·weather, aoourity and OO:'I."'Wlicationa . I will report on 

&OOOl!UOOdt.tion to:norr<rit. T/o ohould bo honoured to bo tho hootl . 1 am 

nvt intomod, thour)• quite ready to learn, about tho Oaaea aouth or 

RICRAL..::; 11''" ••••··•!! b7 B:rl U M 
~ 0oYt.' S . L.,. •• luo.' 5-all-fl 
~17 R. B. Poorlte r.t.~TifAV ,., 
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Fro~ London to the Proaident of the Unit•d States, Page 2. 

Al&iora . f!arrtJcu h I can personally vouch for as recarda nooo,..odation, 

cliloate and , barrint; any oxtraordtnary hpae, weather . 

1 . ' l. aupre"lle war coru'orellco , na this Yr·uld be, our,ht to have 

tha nocoaao.r:· a.at'fa. For ouroelvoa I ahould like to brin1 E<len fron the 

, ;;-.. Cabinet with ... and tltrco Chiofe or Vico- Chiats of tho Staff, aup-

ported by a p>werful secretariat, cyphor atarr, map roo~, oto. , aay about 

twonty- 1'1 vu . 

5. J\a to tiilling, tha aoonor tho bettor . Every d~ countv . l'io 

,..~ reasonably oxpcot thllt Tunis will bo oettlod by tho ond of December 

and Tripolitania by tho ond of January. Wa oucht not to I.e dependent on 

tho actual workint out of those operationa. All prospect ot' attack in Europe 

1n one nino four throe depends on early decision . 

6 . However everything hany,a on whether ("(Barkia 1a will in)") .. 

No Sig 

RIGMDID tllot.ASSIPiml by Brit14 
Govt., State Dept. tol., a-ae-71 
BJ R. B. Parka Date 

MAY 51972 
• 
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Frona 
To a 

........-r 

Menllasay London 
The President of the United Sto.toe 

Decenber 4, 1942 
Filed 4/4l4 A.". 

llo. 220, December 3rd, 1942 

~1 Peroon to President (signed Primo) personal and 

We heve hAd the following exchange of telegrans ~th Air 
~:arahal !lru=nd in !.!oscow. Exta·a.ct fror.a 0 Z two tero seven 
10ven of firet Decer.aber to ~ond, 

Para 1. The operational and adrUniatrative advantar;oa to 
the RAP in the Uiddle East of Russian alternative proposal of 
n•!'1her of aircraft equiv&lent to "Velvet" force and yo'J.r su~ested 
ooarromile are fully realited, but thele alternatives would not 
achieve the overridinc political benefits which >Tere the object 
of tho ori~inal :>lan. It was hoped that by sending "Velvet• force 
to Ca•aoaeus an example would be e;ivon of Allied forces ... orking 
hand in hand >Tith the Russian• for the aatno military objectives 
~nd undor unity of strategic control on a bigger aoale than any­
thing yot attempted. Not only would there have been practical 
coorer~tion on a considerable scale but there might also have 
developed a &enuine spirit of oomradeohi? in arma which would 
have openod up considerable poaeibilitiea in the political and 
l'lllitt.ry fields. This spirit waa very evident in tho Russian 
!lavy ao 11 result of our sanall fir,hter force soing to !lorth Rualia 
in one nine four one. 

PIU'a 2. The roplaceaont of tho whole or tho grea:t-9r part 
ot "Vel vet" force by the e~ui valent in aircr..rt VIOuld n.ot have 
thia effect and would destro1 the whole Reiaen D•Etre of the 
plan 0 Thoro m>•lld be the further riak that if ... only eave air­
craft on thia occasion ''" r:d:;ht lot ourselves in for sending 
"Velvet• force aa ""ll at a later atase in the war if tho ai tuat1Qn 
in C.uoaoua ahould deteriorate. Provlaion of aircraft is also 
bound to leo.ve ltiddle E ... t short at leaat in corbin types and 
ao oauee thA dis~ounting of aquadrona. 

Followinc ia D~•ond•a reply dated second December. 

Para 1. Your 0 Z two •oro aevon aoven first December ~ive1 
-ne political b~okcround nhioh I needed. It h already clear he­
yond quoation that the !luaaiana will not reaume diacuaaions nnd 

·~-• will allow ua to proceed to the C&uoa1u1 to arrane e any l'l1rther 
detAdll for tho eat&Pliaa<nnt and ·~•ration or the torco until 
troy IU'e oo,.-rinced that we shall not a.,;ree to tl,oir alternatin 

-

•• 
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Paco 2 
f'ron: 
To• 

1 

A:lVJMUI\.0 oy London 
'i'ho J•rositlont of tho t:nitod Stntos 

::o. 220, Doce'llbor ~r<l, 1942 

1 

proposal of providins aircraft in liou of the force. I ~st, 
thero!"nro~ proraco ~ ronowod f\!lrrnaoh with a reasoned rorua11l t.o 
ontortatn their altorM.tivo :>roroanl. !:.'von so I do not think 
they will llcr.ort thls unle•• I cf\11 '<Uure theo th~>t it to ~ho 
~~r~ed dooision of the joint 1ritish and .~erican Govornnonta . 
( ?) ! , therefore , su:;~;est that I bo ~~outhorized to convoy to the 
nuosinl'lO M rr~n tho An(;lo/Amnrionn Governments s re!)ty in tho 

•anoe of: ~rh(\rO.!JhS two, t hroe , four t1nd ftve followinG• 

Ptu•o. 2 . Tho British and A''llrican Ooverzur.ents co.nnot a :;roe 
to diaAr, t><ent;r two fully O!'~rnt!.onal squo.<irona i.n order to 
prov~de ••iruraft for tho Red /,ir l-'orco 1\dclitio!llll to those alrond;• 
?r'l!"'.!aotl 1\nd bo~n:; GU!)?lied. 

Para 3. At the !'resent d&te, the r.1ilitAr y sltUI\t1on in ti-e 
caucnsus arpeara to bo not unfavoural>le and there is, thorftfore, 
lens urcont need for tho Ant;lo A'll~rioan ~orce to be providfld . 
:hesft uttita wonlcl hoo1evor, prove o. rr.oat valuable ~asnt tn any 
ofl'enslvo op!lratlono which thll Russian liie;h Co!lllllo.n<l may undorhlce 
on the Ceuouuo front in the sprinr; ono n\no i'our throe. In tho 
neanwhile theoo squadrons OM bo usefully employed in tho o;er!\tlons 
now procoodin& in ~orth A~rica. 

Para 4. Tho Anclo AMerican proposal , thoreforo, ie that the 
co:.plete ;.!l<;lo !>~:~9ricM !'orce as ori~;lno.lly accepted by Prenittr 
Stalin should ~o dispatched to thA Russian Southern Front at a 
tilne which wlll por::.it 1 t to be fully oporl\tional by early ono 
nine four threo . Yor this purpose doto.iled nrrango10ents for tho 
rneept\on of ~he !'oroe 'lluet now l>o undortakon by the Al tiod Staffs 
nnd all awn in lstrati ve arronr.;el'l<lnta inoludtnc prodnnpin(l must 
proceed in tho Caucasus und in t!orth Porola, Tho baois of 
thoae t<l'runcementa has already boon 01>1t aoic!thl:r o.cruod between 
represent .. t.lves of the Rod ArQy Air Force and rt11f nisaion. The 
pr1nc1pl u acroed to in !.:oeco'it should now be 11J>plied in tho 
caucus and " ::uoloua t..nzlo :.::wr1can headqugrters should be sot up 
o.t Cl\ucuoua (; !! ~ fortlnti th. It ia <loairod to per!'ect thoao 
Adrtin!.atr~<tlvo prepuo.tions now ao that the force cM aov11 in 
at short notlc~ . 

Pru·a ~. If this lator 
l.r: tho CauOI\SUO is acreoc\ 1\ 

o.uenulinG oupplios t'or it. 

dftte t'11r the lU'ri veJ. of thO t'oro~ 
lonr,or period is avo.ilnble for 
In oonso~u~noe the proportional 
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Pat~e 3 
?roma A.~embassy London 
'l'n: '!'he President of tho United Stl\tos 

::o. Z20, Dcc~nber 3rd, 1042 

intora·u;>tion or t hh flow or D.id over the ~rana rore11Ul !!ai lwt.:t 
to Rusoia \fill be sMller. 'l'e CO!ll"~to that thoro ,muld bo o. 
t •10lve percent intorna;>tion in January, a ton !'ercont interruption 
in P'obruary, l\ nino J)ftreont interruption 1n "!llrch and thereR.ftor 
loss than eicht :>ercent monthly. lloreovor, it in the r.te&nwhile 
th" Hussillns will develop or allow us to dovelop the robd 
r.owando.z-Lake Urmiu 1<0 may be able to rr.o.intoin the !'orce with-
out ruty interference with the flow or Russian n1.d , 

Pl\ra 6 . I woulrl ro emphosizo that o~nero.l Falnlaev hu 
eloo.rl:: tnd1.<::~tod th .. t tho !hlssian l!if:h ComMd will not en~aco 
in J'urther Jiscusaion or tho orir,inal !'rojoct unloss o.nd until 
o. !'~m ;\!!t;lo t.'I"\\ri<:l\!1 pove~nt re!'usc.l to eona i dor the R:.usaian 
al•~rnative proposal is rocoived. 

It seems to oe that the situation is ohanr.ing so rapidly 
that we should do well to let a weak or so pe.as bofnre ourselves 
taking steps to break tho dpl\dloek . "le hbve Nde an offer whioh 
could only be ru1r1.11od by fieavy saoritieoa un our pnrt . We nndo 
thnt nffor lerr,ely to tnko the edgo orr various Russian dionppo!nt­
monta about the Soaoucl Front in one nino four two, about tho p Q 
convoys, ote, and to shO'It th!\t we really wbhed to help. The 
offer stands. Since it was made i=enao im~rovnents have occurrod 
in the lbssian pooition which have e.lroacJ.v altered and cado CO!O­

plotely ehan&od the stratetio situation on the Ruasi~ Southern 
!'runt , .\':: the ao.ne tine 'b-J tho .l.n5lo Amoriean auceeoaoa alollj; 
the \'l'hol~ l:orth t.friean Frunt; we hAve shown the Russians tha.t "" 
are ~ctivo comr~dea in the war and they are !~preosed by this. 
I do not wish to for co upon them l7het it coats us so much to give, 
I con•idor therefore that Air !Jorshd Drwn...ond 1\nd your ropros(1ftt!\tivo, 
';:onAr!<l Adler, might mark time a littlo on tho ~;round dofinod in 
Air !.iarsho.l Or\ll!l'l\onds tolo;:r11m without bringing mo.tters to n sharp 
point, l~oanwhile tho atre.teGiC situation '-rill be ole.rifying itaelll. 
11nd ne cn.n lMko th' 1\rrMge.,.,nta for tho aonreronao pa·oposod in 
yo"Jr n1~"ber two two four, e. bout whiob I "'" eendinc you a separate 
telor;ran. It aeau to ""' tha.t Velvet r:llght ""11 he brought into 
the ~:enoral ac>ho""' IU\d ahould be decided at thia oonforonce. In 
tho noan>ri>ile all pre~ar11tions for Velvet ehould go forward •o 
rer aa they reet with Britain and the United States, 

RIGI\ADl:L L 
Govt., s," 
117 a. a. l'lll'k& 

' . 
J .•• ·1tilll 

" , S-29·71 
Date 
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TO: 

, 
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TIAil DEPART!IEI!T CODE CEltTER 

FILEDt DECWBER G, 1912 
1420 z 

Rf.CEI'it:Dt DECE!.ll!ER G, 1942 
1413 z 

I.Ol:OO!l er:owm 

THE ffiESIDEl:l' OF TI!E Ul:IT&D S7ATES 

llU1:3i:Rt 221, December 6, 1942 

Peraon.al t.Jld_.Pomer llo.vo.l Person to Pro1ident . 

Reforonoo your numbe r two two six. I bow to yuur wi•hoe , 

thouch I lhould hllVO pr oforrod on conorel grounds tho 

arrang,OJ"'&nt TIO pre pesad . J~ot only on account of her earlie r 

arrival at Pearl Harbour but also for various r oo.sone con-

nected with oquip.,.,nt of ai roraft and bettor fighter dir• 

ectione, it is preferred to send Victorious . Pound will 

comnunioo.te with Kin& ro~ardinc the ~ranefer . 

PRI!.:E 

ttt~ • 
Go9t .• 
B7 a. a. 

05 01 



FROll : 

TO: 

1 

\7A:l DEPARTl!E~:r CODE CEll?l::R 

LOJ1)0ll EIIOLA::o 

riLrlh DBCU'l~ 5, 1942 
1432 z 

RZCEIVED : OS~Eiil G, 1S42 
1443 z 

Till> i'llt:Sl01>1l'i' OF TllE 1J)ll'!'ED STA'l'i':S 

Docoabor 6,•19~2 

.. 
Pomcr l!av111 Person to Proaidont poraona1 and .... 

I hav~ received o. very handsone tff'lccran !'rO"'Il Frnser statin~ 

that lois covommont and house of roproaonte.tivos have un-

ani:,ous1y decided tha} thv\:.0\< zealand division Bhall stay 

in tho ::iclc!l:o Eut. I ao •.~ thc:t >~ou1d appreciate a 

co=tplicentar;' ;11!10ia&o froc ~;oa. 

PRH1E 

~RAD!D UVCLAS~TFTED bT lrlti-~ 
ovt., St"•a Dap~ ._ 

B7 R 8 Par• . tel. • 8-29-71 
· · aa Date 

r.l1r 

. . 
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Doce~ber G, 1942 

Filed OG2255 Z 

From,Lonclon 

To The l'rosideut oi' The vni t ed St atus 

Uo . 223 , Dec o, ber G, 19-12 

rorn:er !:avtt.l Pcr-&on to Proe ideut Per 1onal o.nd_. 

Your !.o . 227 , I entirely &(;)'••· 

PRIUE 

'1\!Ch•.r " ~ ..... uS5IFIED 'by Br i till!. 
Govt., State Dept. "'l., 3-2.!1-?ll 
111 a. ll. Parka Da\o 5 \n/2 
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Dece~ber 7, 1942 

Prom: London, Sncl and 

'fo : The President of the Unit ed States 

No . 224, Dece~ber 7, 1942. 

Former !'Jlval Person to President following just received 
from !.t . stalin. Begins "Premier Stalin to Premier Churchill 
Personal and 11111111rour message of the fourth December re ­
ceived. · 

I welcome the idea of a meeting between the heads of 
t he Governments of the three countries being arranged in 
order to fix a common line of military strategy. 

To my great reeret however I will not be in a position 
to leave the Soviet Union. Time pr esses us and it would be 
impossible for me to be abs.ent even f or a day as it is just 
now that important militar.f operations of our winter campaign 
are devel oping. These operations 'a 11 not be relaxed in Janu­
ary, pr obably to the contrar"J. 

I am waiting your reply to the paragraph of my preceding 
letter dealing vt.Lth t he establishment of the second front in 
·;;estern Europe in the Spring of one nine four three . 

The operations in the Stalingrad area as well as on the 
central front are developing. In the Stalingrad area >le are 
keepin(l a laree gr oup of the German t roops surrounded and we 
hope to annihil a t e them compl etely. 

Pray look especially at sentence 'oecinning "I am wai tin<;" 

Prime. , J ~A~ 
~ o7 f31/'5' 

,>§(;HM:C:D L;',j.',SS:il'!ED by Britisb 
=-~~'t., t· 1.c.,.. pt . te l., S-29-72 
•''¥ i' .• !.1. i'<ll'ka Date

1
; " 
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Fl u:Dt DECE:! ::JER U, 1042 
1229 z 

l.XX-C 
RECEIVED: nt:c~:nrut G, 1942 

1152 z 

F'ROJ:: w::ooJl t:J:GLA!:D 

TO : 'l'ES PRES!DEllT OF Tl!E IJl,ITEil S1'A7ES 

:tl1.33Rs 225 

Your no . t;;:o to.:o se1•on on t he eubjo.ct "Ve lvet" . I su~;r;cst the.t '"' 

should no·.v send to our t~·to ropreeonta.tives in t~oscc:m the inatructione 

proposed by the Con1bined Chiurs of St!\ff, no.me l y : 

(11 ) Alternative propont\la of Soviet of!'iciah that either tho 

equivalent number or nircra!'t or of aircrart with US or :lritish 

air crews be sent to South Caueuie. in place or Allf;.lo-US nir units 

are ~ accepta!Jll> to Coobined Chich or Staff. 

(b) Proposal to send only Ill rcrart or ei rcrart alld crowa which 

<:&J. only be fotmc! by c!isarnin& existine; fon:~ations is bound to lead 

t o n loss o!' effecti vc air etrcn~;th and serious complication• in 

matterb ot !rr~intonance t uJd iG thoreforo ~ost undesirnb l c in Ruaeinn 

o.o well na in Angl o-Amcrice.n intorosta . :11\l\f practical r' ii'fioul tioo 

woul<l 11rioe !'r on tho (>ropos!Ll to •1ix air crews . 

R£GRADED ''"" ' ' oon·,o by Bri til• 
Govt .. , . , S-29-71 

~1 R. H. r11.~. uuu MAY !i 1972 

0505 
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(c) c~ ... bi:>cd Citiofs o!' StR!'f nrc con•lincod t hat oxpor icneo will 

sho-:t thnt t!.e r,o st offoctivo !'orco ·.:ill be i>r out;ht t o bonr at,uinst 

Gorno.n)' CJy e s tabl iGhi nl i u 1..hu Cuuco.sun tho conbi ncd Dri tish-Anerican 

Ai r forc e to t.e cm;>l oyvd undor •'•r llt.lgic direction of Ru ssian Hieh 

Co:l'.nand , Upon npprovnl of tho or i&i llal p1·opos&.l by t he Rus oi o.n 

Government, every e f ;'ort \Till be 11111.do to cxpcdi to oper ations of 

tho co::.bi::<·d for ce ~~:~d to c oot tho lo(;istice.l probl erls i11volvod "ith-

ou~ ir.tcrfc"cuc m th flow of Allied aupplied obviously co..,-.ittod to 

Rus~ia . 

l'RIIJE 
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l'ilod -~Z.;40;.,::;.;;.:.·:=-..--
Dn~G Dcee~Lor 9 

FllO •. :, __ ~b>~:·d~Ol::_l ________ _ 

!0: Tho Prooido11t oi the U:\itcd Dtutoa 

!X..!..BR: 2ZU, Oooo:nbor B 

PcrtlJHt.l •• .,for.aer ttt.vnl Porso:1 to Presi~ent (aitncd 

Prine) . l shuuld Hl<o to rc:.d your !:o. wo ono four to t!te :Jouao in 

Secr et Soasion O>l Thurada:. t~S thor~ ia CL rood doal o!' U.1.Caaine:u 

abottt Darla,. ·.:hich tho r r.&l'1ing oi' t he above nteaso1 e would cl oRr ewa;,• . 

Tho ro io notloill: iu it uhich could be lont .. l\l'ul ovet: i!' publiahod but 

you-R: 'uc nuro Po.rlia..,oriY will ubstsrV<t tho otr ictest sccrooy . 

J:o Sit 
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':IAJ~ Dii:PA.RT!1E:?l' CODZ CE!rrER -. 
FIL::D: !lECE!.~lErt 9 , 1942 

1910 .. z . 

?J!.CEIVBD: ::>EC:EJ~B!\ 9 , 1942 
1950 z 

FRO!.!: LO:Dotl E::GLAHD 

TO: 

l!ULIDS1l: 

'l'iill PRESIDENT OF TilE ffiliTED STllTES 

227. December 9, 1942 

Fonner !laval per son to President personal nnd -
,..,_: 

I have been disturt;d by r eports r eceived dilrinr; the l al1t few 

days from Horth Africa>about conditions in French L:orocco ;,n'cr 

lllgeri a . These r.eports, which come· f r om independent and ;~liabl~· 

sources , all paint ~he sa.'lle picture of the results which follovt 

fro1n our inability in exist ing c ircumstances to exercise~ proper 

cont rol over the local French authorities i n internal administrative 

matters. You are, I am sure , fully aware of this state of affairs , 

but I think it my duty to let you know the position as it appears 

11> the light of our ovm reports. 
~ ~ 

These reports sl)ow t hat t he S . 0 . L. and kindred Fascist 

organization continue their activites and victimize our former French 

syllipathisers some of whom have not yet heen released from prison. 

The 'first reaction of these organizations t o tho allied landinG 

was rit.htly one of fear but it seems that they hnve now taken 

couraee to rer;roup themselves and continue their activities. •·:ell-

kno1m German sympathiscr~ who h::.d been ousted have been reinst~ted • 
.-Q.,.- :! .1: 

Gc;·t., .. 
}!y h • .J. r 

-
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•:u:nber 227 t -. 

Page 't'Yro 

~!ot only hnve our cno:nics ~een thus cncouro.':·:cl hut our friends 

h .ve been correspondingly confused Md cast d ovm. Ther e havo 

been cosos of French soldiers bein~ punished for de~ertion because 

they t ried to sup1:ort the allied forces durin· the landing. 

?hero is 41\ alnost ca:.pleto absence or control on the !'ra:'lco­

SpllliSh Frontier . 1'hc result of this is that undesirables of 1111 

sorts, includine A.'Cis a cents , cross tho f rontier in both directions, 

carr ying information to the enemy and preraring t r oubl e for us 

throuehout llor th Afr ica. Unless proper control is instituted soon 

our !llilitary operations ~ be cndaneorod and we may ,-d.tnass sabotage 

in llor th A1'rica on a lar;:e scale nnd o~her incidents of a serious 

nnture which IMY culminate in risin :s in various part of North Africa. 

There is no allied control of postal. nnd toleeraph censorship nnd 

t:-tereforc nothi ne to s top enemy aeents fran wri ting and telo(ll'nphi.nc 

informat ion to Europe . One infornumt for exa.-,ple states that ccrtnin 

Germanophile Spanish Consuls in the French Zone send full reports 

about tho nili ~nry situation by telephone and t elezraph to the 

Sr~sh Hich Comaissioner at Tetuan. 

Veil ed anti-allied pr opar,anda continues in the press nnd nn 

the r:ldio and positive enemy propar,und.:>. i ncreases daily. 

ln ohort olements hostile ~o the Unit~d !lat i ons are boinr: 

consolidated within the ad:ninistration M<l conditions aro 'bein-; cre:J.ted 

much rd.ll ::ako l:orth t.frica a favourable r esort for nxi:J trou'ble-

roa!<er s . Ir 110 Ttoro to suffer serious set ;acks in 'runisia the Axis may 

~c r~licd U?On to oxploit the nituntion ~o the full and thore is no 

I 'r .A< " I by 11r1ti1Jl 
r , 1-~9-?ll 

..,4.;, •• • ). ~·· r. 
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Page Three 

knowinr:: \'~lat dii'ficuHies we may then encounter even at the hand 

of those !'rench:nen \'/ho no" appear to be cooporatin;; rlith us . 

It occurs to me that tllere is one step \Yhich we cir.ht use-

fully take and that is to seo that such GOod friends of our s as 

Generals Bethouard 111\d l!ast are appointed to high military coccmds 

in t:orocco. l.!a.st is at present serving as Girauds Liaison Officer 

at Allied Headquarters whUe Bothouard has been s ent to Gibr altar 

to perform non-existent liaison duties. It is a pity that oen 

like ~hose, who took suck 17a•te risks on our behalf, should not 

be in active employment. Bethouard who commruJded a division at 

Casablanca, would be po.rticularly useful in !.!orocco where a na!l 

of hie stanp see:>s to ~e 'oadly needed. 

All of this reinforces tho noed for immediat e political and 

administrative help for i>isenho\'18r. As you know tte are very ready 

to givo any assistance in our ~Ker. 

!lo Sig 

-

' 
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Fr om: London 

December 10, 1942 
161.5 z 

To Tho Prooident of the United States 

llo. 226 J. December 10, 1942 

:>onner llavru. Per son to Prooidont personal an~ 
I have never seen the House so unanilllous as it was ~ 
in secret session. I explained tho whole story to the:! 
<L"1<i they understood i ':. as "'ell a:l you and I do our-
selves. Your =essage ttas =ch awrociated. I an going 
to send you a ltessa.'lC t omorro-.r about Joe . I sus!Ject 
he thour)ht he would have put across him by us both 
"no second front in one nine four throe" ar1d that he 
thou(;ht ho miO>t just as well not tho.t by post as 
verbo.lly. '.'Ia have (JOt t " r:o into tho whole of this 
matter acoin . I am most cr ievcd not to meet you and 
still hope we nay fix i t . 3ut anyhow in the inter••31 
surely you will lot !!arshall, Arnold and Kin[ come · 
over here ·.lith Harry to survey tho new scene rrith ;rour 
faithful friends . ?:very day counts . 

Prime 

R!!G!\AD!D UliCLASSIPfED by Br1 tilll 
r.ov~., State D6pt . tel., S-2i- 71 
I!y R, U. Parka Date MAY S 1972 

-
o c ~ 1 



• 
Fl.led 12/0lOOZ 

From: London 
To: President of the United States 

,. en December n , 1942. 

Personal and~bar t:.<o t-:ro nine (si;:;nad Prime) forcer 

l!aval Person to Pr esident. 

I am (>lad that you havo it in mind to appoint a political 

representative for ilorth Africa who will relieve Eisenhm·rer of day 

to day adl!linistrative and political proble:ns . ·:/e should like to 

collaborate with you in this . I understand !rom Halifax that you 

have tho n11100s of llurphy 011 l.latthews in r.dnd . If you dec ide to 

appoint either of these I would like to appoint someone to work 

with hill, and m>uld choose nn under secretar.1 of adr.dnistrative 

experience whom Sisenhower might be expected to find sympathetic. 

For .your porsonal information I had Harold L!acJ:dllan in mind. 

OI P'( SIJ>Ir Tf ADH. 
4£AH", ewe. '~ 191~ . 

!lo Sig. 

f\!Gl\AD£D Cl:CLAS~lF'FD by Bri t1ah 
covt., ~.a.o Lept . tel., 3-29~1l 
- :\, n. l'l.rkll Da\e lt ~ t972. 

-

.. 
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FIL!:D: D:lC~ !ilJl 12, 
l~L2 z 

n~:>rv::o: DEC!l":zR 12, 
1$$2 z 

F!\OlJ : LOliDO!l El!OIJ1liD 

TO: TlG PT.SD:;J:T 0::' TIC U:J:T:D STAT"'..$ 

lllr..:Il::tl : 2)0 

Former Naval Person ~o President 

personal . The only question which tho Russi ans will ask 

or tho only one that natters ~ be "Arc you coin& to 

t1akc a Second Front in l9hJ and when and ·,lith what forces?" 

I cannot :mswer thio except jointly with you becauso tho 

forces we ·•ritish can dispooo of nro obviously iJ18uffici ert. . 

7hereforo, we can.'1ot roply to Stalins question until our 

Staffs have explored the possibi litieo toeethor and hence 

ey strone rrish that :~our friends should co!lc here . If this 

is not a:;roeable I ao Willin:; to cooo to you. r:o are all 

here sure that a talk whether at !.lose 011 or KhartoUtl amoniJ 

t he throe Staffs apnrt from the heads of governr.~onts would 

not be u:~cful . 

1942 
~· 

1942 

PJU!.!B : 
RI!:GRAil:.L ' • • ·• ' r ::>:; Brl t illl 
Oovt. , ""'·• '•·.· "· ·, 3-29~11 

R. H • .E'o.1:tu Da\ e 



------------------------------- .. 
·~· . i 

Filed lh/1250Z 

Frcm: London 

To: The Pros1dcnt of the United Stnte~ 

llo 23 t Deccmoer 14, 1942. 

Forucr llo.val. Person to President --and personal. . 

I congrntulnta you ·;uu,.ly on aetting the '.'iest African 

8-'l.'louncement throu:;h i n so satisfactory a fonn. 7ie are 

particularly ~atcful to Zisen.~oncr for securing the desired 

<lrrangc::.ent about ow- internees >tho hnve m:> understand no\1 

been releaned. 1'1ea.se send him our concrntulations and 

thanks . 

Prime 

~li.ttoff .... 
0 1rf' I W 4 

·-



, 
Filed l lJ/lJ$0Z 

From: London 

To: Tho President of tho United States 

!:o 232 Decel:lber 11:, 19h2. 

!Jess age"' i t h the above heading should have serial nur.~ber 

chaneod to read No . 2)1 . 

-
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L'::P. 1 
Flt.l:D OOO'JZ/17 
BVC 

cc:.~ 

Dcec~bcr 17, 1942 
0033 z 

URCB:rr 

Fron: London 
To : The Preoidont of tho United Stntes 

llo . 232 , Dcc cr.~bor 1'1, 1942 

Forr.ter J:aval porson to President -.nd 
per sonal {at;d Primo) your nu:>bor two t~ ' 

I tU:t onxioualy &wai.tin& the arrival of your courier . 
Our affairs aro so interdependent that I ea.nn•t ma.ko 
any plans or oven think ahead until I lcnO':'r your mahu. 

Thank you so much for y•ur lon£ l etter about ~tolton•a 
affairs to which I ""' proparinr. " fUll answer. Vlo arn " oot 
s;rntefUl to you !'or all your holp . 

. . 
No Sic; 

l\IG.'\AD:lD UIICLASSIFIED by Brl ti8lt 
GoT\ ., State Dept. tel., 3-29-7a 
By 1\ , H. Parka Date v loJliJ 

0516 



, 
WAR DCPAR'!'lmiT CODE CE:NTER 

FILED a 

RECEIVED: 

FRO!.!: LOIIDOI! EllGLAllD 

TO a Tf!E PRESIDENT OF THE UlliTEO STATES 

DECEUBER 17, 1942 
1400 z 
DECEUBER 17, 1942 
144~ z 

l:ut.IDF.R 1 233 

Fro"' tho Former llave.l Pereon to the Pres:id•oot' 

l. I 1110 most srat.>tul tor the assistance you have &hen us 

by eatabl1ohin& a pool of oil in N8W York trom 'llhlch our tankero 

con draw, Without this aseiotance our oil position wou~d aoon have 

become gravo in th~ extreme. Unfortunat ely, deapite this new arrange-

1'18nt, our ocnaumption will conti nuo to exceed i.Aportar; and it is 

clear that very early stepe are neoeaoary not only to check this 

drain but abo to build up atooka, 'IOhich are at a dan&erouely low 

level. 

2. It the present aituation is allowed to peraiat, our stooka 

will be reduced in the coming montha to , auoh a dosree that it my 

be neoeuary to restrict the mov.,..onta ot our warahipa and oil burning 

ahipa, 1111ioh would aftect the north Run ian and Torch con'foya. 

RZG!IJ.D:D L 
Go'ft., s~ .• 
B7 R. B. Parks 

'· ' by Sri tiell 
• • .• 3-29· 7· .. 

Lute , . 1972' 

0517 
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3. I am advised that hie soriouo state of affairs haa arisen a a 

a result of the lengthened tum-round of tankore ocoaeionod by tho 

o~onaion of tho convoy system to the Gulf or Mexico and caribbean, 

accentu&ted by tho unexpectedly largo dt1110.11do of oil euppliea to the 

Torch &rer. which under proaont &rr&ngomenta can only be made trom the 

United Kingdo~ reoourcea. 

4. Oraetio ~&surea are obviously necessary to renady this eituation 

and propoaalo which have boon worked out by tho A~iralty and Ministry 

or War transport are contained in ~ i~diately following telegram. 

5 . One or the proposed measures 11 that &a you have aesuJ11ed 

responsibility tor the civil ~~\nietration of North Africa, you should 

also assumo responsibility for the supply of potrolew:~ products both 

civil and military to this troa. I vory much hope you.will be able 

to agree to this though we cannot offer you ~ assistance in providing 

escorts for the tankers ao employed. 

G. In view of the urgency of preventing our position f r om 

deteriorating further, I should be grateful it the proposals contained 

in para five abovo and in ~ immediately following telogr~ could 

be given very early considoratio~. 

PRIJ£ 

.U:~! :::> " ':.7 ""I ti ah 
Govt., St~t• ""v' · <cl., 3- 29-72 
l'l7 R. B. Parku Dato ~Ai 

trl V IOJ 

05 18 
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WAR DHPARTMENT CODE CBNTER 

FILED: 

REC~IVEDa 

FROUa LONDO!! ENGLAND 

TOt THE PP~IDENT OF THE UN ITEP STATES 

li1Jl.!i!SJl 1 234 

DECEMBER 17, 1942 
1430 z 
DECEMBER 17, 1942 
1507 z 

J>rCIII llt.val Person to Proalclont personal ancl 

1. W1th referenc~ to my immocliately precocling tole~an, the 

followinc are the meuuros proposed for ar restl.nc the dooline of 

tho OK oil stooks. 

2. {a. ) To ins titute cllreot tt.nker convoys every t wenty claye 

bet.raon tho Dutoh west Indio a o.nd tho Oni ted Kl.ngclom, by which we 

ahoulcl hope to improve our 1mporta by one hundred thousand tons a 

month. {b.) To find tho escorts for these convoys by e. furt her 

openinc of tho cycle of the transatlo.nt ic oonvoya from eight to ten 

claya , whioh 1'1ill enable four group a of escort veeeolt to bo releaaed. 

3. By tho openin& or t ho transatlant ic cyole to ton dayl , it 

will bo po1eiblo to operate these oonvoys with eight groupe or oocorta 

bY t.cooptin& a aborter period ot 1&¥-over between voyagoa and it ie 

proposed the.~ tho oi4ht British oannod gr oupe ahoulcl be employocl on 

"rl.illl\ 
l -29-71-l 

""~ 0 Ml\Y 'i 1972 
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this duty. The four groupe releaeod would therefore consist of tho 

American group and throo canadian manned groups whJ.oh it is propoeod 

should po temporarily transferred to the escort of Torch build up 

convoys. This would enable four lonu endurance croupe to be released 

which would provide three groupe of increased atrongth tor the D W I 

to UK tanker convoys. I t ia neceesary to have groupe of increaeed 

strength for theee convoys aa we hope to include an escort aircraft 

carrier in the escort of these convoys. 

'· The effect od our non tanker import programme of opening 

the transatlantic cycle is serious in view of the acute shortage of 

shipping in the early part of next yoar. It ia eatim&ted i t will 

result in a loss of thirty thousand tona a month uaine the ahippine 

we have at present available. It ia hoped however whon more eacorto 

become available in the summer of one nine four three that is will be 

possible to restore the cycle to eight d~e . 

5. The effect of the above "ID$lleuroa on the 0 It oil situation 

...- combined with the loading of ~nkera from the U S N&vy pool &t N"" 

York will , it is eatimated, do little more than arrest the decline 

of our stocks and it is therefore necessary to conoider meaeurea to build 

up our etock poeition. Ue&sures for improving the 0 K etook pooition. 

G. Tho only .,.,ys th&t can be ouggeoted of effecting toZJ¥ eub­

stanti&l improv.,.,nt 1n our stock position area (A) By direct ohip-

ment of oil from the Gulf or Dutch Weet Indiea to the 0 It ueing f&at .. 
R2~?;. T'I:D f:' f 

: ovt. 
E1 E • .H. 

' 
'itioh 

•-H 
. MAY 5 1972 
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indopondontly sailed U S tankers . Thia is the quickest way of building 

up tho stocks in this country. (B) Increasing the supplies of oil 

in tho !lew York llavy pool for on-carriage to tho U K, thus enabling more 

tankera of convoy apoed to beceoployed on tho shortest voyage from 

!lew York t o t ho , United Kingdon, (C) To moot tho oil roquiromonts, 

both civil and military, of the Torch area by direct shipment froa 

the United Sto.tea or Dutch '1Test Indies, pref erably by fast United 

s tates t ankers . (D) The tankers referred to in (C) above to be 

allowed to proceed to discharge porto in tho Mediterro.nean, 

PRILIE 

REGRADED m.;r· I !ti!"'' 
Govt. , St:• • l•c-u 

q, hv Bri tiah 

!IJ .ll. H. PIU'h -
'" .• 3-29-72 
Date MAY f .197? 
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r:A.rt DZPA.'li".:.::rr coo;; C3!::'""..?. 

xxx-c FILt.O: DZC:lll!::\ 16, 
1318 z 

19tt2 

P. t::C EI V :;JJ , DCC'::.!Bl1R lB, 19lt2 
1.339 z 

':'0: TIC FRES:m::::T Ol' T'n:: U:IIT:.D STAr<'...S 

i!\.i.:Bm: 235 

Forner t:aval Person to President personal ..,..Y?"r nuri:)or 

tvto three ei;;ht. This boars out rthat I have said and sho-11s h011 absol-

utely necessary it is for us to havo a plan which we can put to him 

.l'airly and squarely. It. is bound to be a joint plan, and I can do 

nothillll untU I hear i'rom you. 

PRDIE 

1\IGRADED I)<lr.J H~TVrl'p by Bri tith 
Go•t., Stl! o t~J:.. . <el., S-29-71 
Jr a. B. Parks Date 

MAY 5 1972 

052 2 



llEI~ORANTIID' FOR 

T H E WHIT E H O USE 

WASHINGTO N 

December 19 , 1!'42. 

AOMI'lAL LBAFY : 

• 

Attached is a copy or a despatch , dated 
December 19, 1942, fro~ Vr . ~inant to the President , 
w1 th roferonoe to the apoointment of Harold l'ac!~il­
lnn by the British Governl'lent a3 its r epresentnti ve 
in French ~•orth Afr i c a , 

The President desires that the Joint 
~lers or starr preoare draft of a reply to the 
Prime ~'iniator for the President 's signature on 
this subject . The Pr esident states that ho ao;r ee s 
with t ho thou~ht implied in )&" , Viinant• s message. 

A copy or the Prime W.nis ter t I mBGfiage '~o . 
236, dated DeceMber 18 , 1942, to the President on 
this saoe subject was furni shed you earlier today . 

Very r espectfully, 

D!OLASSIP'm 
By Depot ,. ~robivlq;f t he u.s. 
BJ: W ·~· H,..t 
hta NOV 1 1971 

2 Incls. -

LIL~-......... . ..._..,..., o/"'---
CilBST")R IIAlJ!I'OND 

Lt , Colonel, General Staff, 
ASsietant to the Hili tar y Aide . 

Jnol . l - Wlnant- l>residont ··oaso>;e. 
Incl . 2 - PY- POTVS No , 236 . 

~~...t; ~»z - r?~..?.a~~ 
_;_.; ~·~~~-~.-.~ 

/Z-14~~~- Cbraf~'711! 
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Fro:ru London 

To: The Pros1 Aent of the United States 

Unnumbered Ueoember 19, 19~2 . 

Personal ondllllllllto the President from Winant. 

I do not like tbe Primo Uinlater•s messor,e on UaoUillan. 

It is not what Eden told mo the Bri tish wanted, namely t o 

place both Mur ph:- and !lao~lillan under Cloneral Eisenhower. 

Leav1nr. her e today . 

Winant 

DSOLASSIFI!D 
State Dept. letter, 1-11-fl 

ByM'&-Dato FEB 4 1972 
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From: London 

To: The Prosidont of the l'ni ted States 

Kur:~ber : 236 , lleoet'lber 1~ , 1942. 

Peraonl\l and ormor Naval Person to President 

( sr;d Prir.\e). 

I am r,lad thot you a r.ree that· Harold l~acUillon is a good choice . 

l'ie oropose that he should remain 11 r.lem'ber of His Lla jest y •s Govornmont 

as a Junior Minister . Locally, we should propose to ~ive him the title 

of Agent General in l'rench Northern Atrioa of I! li G in the II .K, fbia 

avoids the d!frioulty of his be!nr. acorodlted to anyone , 

His statue will thus not be quito the some as thnt of Murphy , 
~ 

since on the ono hlllld he i s not like ~lurphy t he personal renroaente.tive 

of the b ead of a State, nor on the other oan we well e.opoint him to 

Eisenhm;er Starr, One of '>is functions would be to supervise our consular 

orficers in f'•enol> 1' orth Africa , who are , of' oourse, Rri tish offio!als 

an~ not members of Eisenhowers Starr . Jn all that he does he will oave 

instructions to not in the closest oonoert with Eisenhower , who has 

suoreme aut'>or ity In all 1~11\tnry Political and Admlniatrnti vo 1110tto rs 

in t he territory . 

No Sig 

llliiUU D IJIICLASSIJID \J' IJ'l Uu 
"-"· , 11\ata lapt. ~ • • ~'fl 

., a. •· ran. ..._ MAY 5 1972 
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- -. I .. • 

IIBIIORAIIDUII POR 

CJ:lllmAL DEliNE: ' 

A4airQl LeahJ requaata that 

tbo attaohed aoorot doapatob bo aont to tho 

3o1nt u. s. Cb1ora or Sta r r tor their 1ntor=At1on. 

Respoot:ull.7, 

W. L. !'l'oso•n~~ 
Couaandor, o. s . li&VJ'• 

Aido. 

: 

' 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
\ 

WASH INGTON 

December 18, 1942. 

,.u;..ORANDUit .FOR 

ADAIRAL LEAHY. 

The Presi dent directed that I 

bring to your attenti on the attached 

for the information of the Chi efs of 

Staff. 

.. 

Attachment 

·· Very respectfull y, • 

.---..., . L. • f.., 0 c,.__ 
John L. McCrea , 

Capt ain, U. S.Navy , 
Nava l Aid.e to the President . 
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.. 
THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

WASHINGTON 

December 19 , 1942. 

IJEJdORANDUJJ FOR: Admiral Leahy / 
General Marshall 
Admiral King 
General Arnold 

Subject : Appointment of Harold 
I.lacMillan as Agent General 
in French Northern Africa 
of H.U.G. in the U. K. 

Enclosure : Copy of message from the 
Prime Minister to the 
President, No . 236, 12-18- 42 . 

The attached is for your information. 

DEANE DKOLABBiriiii 
17 AaUaor1t7 of i'k> Ate~ 

• 
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From: 

To : 

Number: 

' , ••• 

London 

The President of the United States 

236, December 18, 1942 

Personal and Former Naval Person to 

President (sgd Prime). 

I am glad that you agree that Harold MacMillan 1s 

a good choice. We propose that he should remain a member 

of His Majesty ' s Government as a Junior Minister. Locall~, 

we should propose to give him the title of Agent General in 

French Northern Africa of R.M. G. in the U.K. This avoids the 

difficulty of hie being accredited to anyone . 

His etatus Will thus not be Quite the same as that 

of Murphy, since on the one hand he is not like Murphy the 

personal representative of the head of a State, nor on the 

other can we well appoint him to Eisenhower ' s Staff . One of 

his functions would be to supervise our consular officers in 

French North Africa, who are, of course, British officials and 

not members of Eisenhower ' s Staff. In all that he does he 

will have instructions to act in the closest concert With 

Eisenhower, who has supreme authori ty in all Military Political 

and Administrative matters in the territory • 

. 
c 
0 

p 
y 

-aa:UDIID URCLASSIFI!D by Br! tioh 
a..t •• 5\a\a Dept. tel. , 8-29- 72 
11r L • · Jaru DateMAY 5 \97~ 
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liAR DZPh.'1.T:.:E:lT CODE CE!l'!::R 

l"iled -~71;-,0~P,r;!·.:..: __ 
Date Dec 16 

From: _ _:::L:::o::nd:.o::;n;:_ _______ _ 

To: The President of the United States 

Nwnber: 236, December 18, 1942 

Per sonal Former Naval Person to President 

(sed Prime) • 

I am eJ.ad that you a~ce that Harold J.!acMillan is a r;ood choice. 

We propose that he should remai.'l a member of His l.:ajestys Government 

as a Junior llinister. Locally, we should propose to givo h:im thel tit l e 

of Agent General in Fr ench Northern Africa o£ H 1l G in the U. K. This 

avoids the dif'ficul ty of !tis be inc accredited to anyone . 

Hd.s s t atus wi ll t hus not be quite t he same as that of 11\ur;::hy 1 

since on the one hand he is not like t:urpny the personal representati vEJ 

of t he head of a St ate 1 l\or on the other can we Ytell appoint hi'1\ to 

Eisen.» ower Staff. One of his functions ?Iould be to supervise our consular 

officers in Frenc!l :·ror th Afr ica, who are , of course , British of ficials 

and not members of Eise1lhowers Staff. In all t hat he does he will havo 

i nstructions to act in tho clo~es·~ concert with J:isenho\'ler 1 vmo has 

supreme authority in all Uilitary Political and Admini str ative matters 

in the territory• 

~ 7T1 At>l"'. LE"AN>' ( RIIJ c,:.$.} 
AND To I,JNfJOil .$$C. tJT .sTArE". 

J!o Sig 

REGRADED UNCLASS!r!ED by Br i tiak 
Govt., State DepL. tel ., 3-29-71 
BJ R. H. Parka Dat'IAY 5 197Z 
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:·tAll. DEPART:'S::T CODE CZl!T:ltl 

FOO!! : London 

Filed _.,ooooz~"i'n-­
Date Dec "'19;....._ 

TO: The President of the United States 

ilif..!BLR: 2371 December 191 1942 

Form<>r !laval Person to President personal 

Please see llo , two three zero one of the seventeenth 

instant Eisenho·uer to General Marshall. 1.'Jhile of course ne should 

all like to ect Godfroy a.'ld his squadron over 1 we have waited f or two 

years or lnare and there cannot be any particular hurry for a day or 

two or even a week or two . :·teo are bound to get him in the end.. I 

therefore nope that no promise will be made t:ring us up \'lith Darlan 

till the end of "ac t ive hostilities" . l should have to consult War 

Cabinet before I could agree in the name of his yajest~ Government, 

With tl.Jne and patience t he Godfrey problem will strail,',hten i tself out 

in Alexandria. I should therefore be grat eful if you will let me 

kr.o>r your wishes bef ore taki ·•e any irrevocable decision. 

PR!r:(jg. .• 

REGRADED Ut;CJ.~S~ - r""r by Britlsll 
Govt., Sta~u bopt. tal., 3-29-7i. 
ll:r R. B • .Parke Date MAY 5 1972 
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NAVAL MESSAGE NAVY OEPARTM • 

ORAfiEA UlEliSIOM NUIIaER ADDRmEts 

FROM _ _ COI.INAVEU "- • - -- ~ 
u 

Rt\USEb BY _ 
• OPNAV « 
0 -oAn __ ns_c ~1_1_.942 .. 

TOR COOEROOM _ - - - "· ~ c 

~ARSONS • OEt·ODEO Bl • - 0 

~ 
PAUPHRAS~ 1Y ROB INSON 
~- - ~ 

IMOIU.TE IY A$l[11:1SK ADDUSSUS fOR WHtCK MAll O£UV£RY I$ SAtiSIACfOin. 

21213~ 
2. /11 3 0 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INOICAT£0 THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE. 

ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME 

TtXT 

ACTION 

F-()0 

r-o1 1.111/110 

DATE TIME 

PliORITl 

ROUTINE 

OHERR£0 

PRIORITY 

ROUTINE 

OUEJII£0 

/ 

r-o1~ DELl VERY 211840 EFFECTED TO ULT IMATE ADDRESSEE BY 
r-oou 
r-o~ ADMIRAL KIRK . ,_ 
F-1 MY NEXT MESSAGE 212215 IS REPLY. 
F-11 

F4 REQUIRES SPECIAL HANDLING AS ABOVE REFERENCE DID. 
F~ 

F~ 

F~l 

OP 

' 

GCT 

F~2 

F-33 

JIIGRADJ:D UPCtAHT~'"D 'by Britil'll 
Govt., sto ,_, D.;~; •. ' "'. , .. a-29-71l 

F~4 
1J a. B. Parke Date ~rny 

fflM 5 1972 
r~ 

F.:sl 
ACTI ON : LT MOTT , WH ITE HOUSE CHART ROOM . 

IC-()0 

VCNO 
FILE . • • 

•' 

l ····-· ...... ·~·"'". ... • • ~·- ; 
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NAVY DEPARTI\I~ ~HA~V~Al~M~E~S~SA~GE~----~it 
DRAfTER EXTENSION NUMBER ADDRESSEEs~==~--=P=RE=CE=OEN=~ CE 

noM COUMAVEU z PRIORirPP 
0 

RELWEOIY 
s OPMAV ROUTINE .. . 

DEC. 21. 1942 
e DEfERRED 

OAT£ 

TOR COOEROOM 2~14 .. PRIORm 
0 

DECODED BY Dnr:ttNSON ~ ROUTINE. .. 
0 
~ 

PARAPHRASED BY ROBINSON !! DEfERRED 

INDICATE BY ASTERISK ADDRESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL OEUVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 

212215 NCR 574' 
UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMmED WITH OEF!RRED PRE.CmENCE. 

ORIGINATOR flU IN DATE AND TIME DATE TIME 

Tar 0 0FFICER WHO ENCIPHERED OPNAV 21184¢ MUST DECIPHER THI S 
AND NO OTHER· OFFICER HANDLE" 

' . . ' 
FROU THE ' FO~UER NAVAL PERSON TO THE PRES IDENT: 

• 
(PERSONAL . AND 

. . 
NUI.IBER 238:• YES, CERTA INLY; THE SOONER THE B~TTER. 

I AU G'REATLY 'RELJEVED. IT IS THE ONLY THI NG TO Do • ... . 
ALL ARRANGEMENTS HERE WILL BE UADE ON BAS IS THAT IT IS 

' A STAFF IAEETI NG ONl,Y. 
SUGGESTED CODE NAUE "SYMBOL" .. ·. .' . 

0 ,. '\ 

. .. 
'A Crt ON :' PiA. ~, • .• . ' . 

FILE. 

. . . , 
. : . . . . . 

UGIIADil) UwCLASSiYtn "Dr .bUlD 
~·· Sta~e Dup• . ~•l •, l·lf•fl 
-- L B. Pub Daw ,,,}\ y . 5 1972' 

act 

No. I ADMIRAL No. t FILE. 'No.) f·l OR c~ARTROQll 

~E,ALED :"· .· . 
- - No. 4 SPECIAL 

. . 
Make oriPn-1 only. O.IJ•ar to eo~unlc.tl~n 11!•~.·offic;t.n ~· .(!e. Aft. 71 (4) NAVRP.CS-) 

' H'Citll ,~1 •• ··-·--"'-~ 
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l'IAR DEP ART!JEliT CODE CEliTER REGRADED 
UNCLAbti lF leU 

From: London 

Time Filed: 240/23 

·~. Time Received: l425z/23 

Tot The President of the United States 

Not 239 December 23, 1942 

Forner Naval Person to President and personal . 

Your no t wo four one. The differences between our systems 

of government make it impossible to achieve exact similarity. For 

instance, by minister I meant political minister and you think 

diplomatic minister. Again Uurphy is the personal representative 

of you aa head of the state. I could not make any similar appoint:nent 

of o. diplomatic character. The best I can do is to send 1!a cl-lillan 

out as "His Majesties Governments Political Representative at 

General Eisenhowers Headquarters"', reporting to me direct, and 

enjoying exact equality of rank with Murphy. Will t his suit you? 

In your no two ono nine of Wovember twenty you seemed to 

contemplate the two political representatives being capable of 

relieving Eisenhower of large part of his political burdens and \·-•:r-' • 

that real power should be vested in them jointly subject of course 

to the ultimate military control of the Commander in Chief. 1 

think thia is mo~t urgently necessary as from all I hear the tangle s 

of looal French politics and their world implications force themselves 

into the first place in the military mind and might well become 

detrimental to operations. 

R,;,v.W. .h. 1'1 ~ ;,,.,_. Prime 

(}a l) 1 13P0 

.: ·'-" I 
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• 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ZS, 1942, 

I•'El'OIW'lll'l.! FOR 

AD~'!RAL LRAHY, 

The President requests that you 

bring thie diepateh t o the attention of 

the Secretary of State and General !.!arshall 

and have the necessary draft reply prepared 

for the President , 

Very respectfully, 

.;J. 1.. . I,... c. cv.-
John~, 

Captain, t' , S , Navy, 
Naval Aide to the President. 
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VEIIORAXOUII FOR S.oret&rJ ot State Hull 

General .. J'aball 

Tbe Pl'ealdent 4ee1rea that I bl'iQI' 

ibe attaobed d .. petoh to 70W' attention and that I 

prepare tor bia a dratt replf• 

I ahall appreciate reoe1v1Qs, •• aoon 

•• praotioablo, JOUr IU6881t1ona concerning tbo reply, 

aa wll •• aey o-nt JOU 111117 dedre to -lee on the 

a1tuat1on d1aouaaed in tho Prtm. K1n1ater•• aeaaage. 

-
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Proal LoD4on 

'1'01 'n. !'Na14ent ot the tJQ1t.4 Stet .. 

•ol B:J~ Deoellber B:J, l~.a 

Por.er ••val Pereon to Praa1dent an4 paraonal. 

Your DWibar two tour one. ou. to ttw 41tteranoal 

between our •7•t ... ot govern.ant it 1a t.poaa1ble to aObiaYe 

exaot •'•''•rlt7e For e~le, b7 ~later I .. .at polltloal 

alnlater aDd 7ou th1nk 41ploaat1o llln1atar. Again ~ 1a the 

peraOD&l. repre .. ntat1ve or 7ou •• head or tM atate. It would be 

t.poaa1blo tor .. to .aka • a1a1lar appoint.ant or • d1ploaat1o 

obaraoter. 'I'M beat tbet oan be done 1a to aeDd llaoKS.llan out •• 

"H1a Majeatlea Oove~t• Pol1t1oal ftepreaentat1ve at General 

Elaellb.oRr' • Bea4quartera" 1 raport1ng dlreotl7 to .. , an4 •J07111& 

preolae equal1t7 or rank with ~. 1f1ll th11 au1~ 7out 

D:l 70ur mwber two one n1nl or •ovellber twent7 JOU ae-..11 

to oonte.plata the two pol1t1oal repreaentat1vea be1ns capable or 

relleYlDa X1aenbower ot l&r&e part ot bia pol1t1oal bur4aaa an4 

that real ponr abould be natad in thea Jo1ntl7 aubjeot or oourae 

to the ultt.ata 111Ut&l'J control or the c 'Mer in Cbier. I 

bel1ne th1a 1a .,.t ur;entl7 neoeaUJ7 •• rro. all I baar the 

taaal•• or · looal Pranoh pol1t1oa and tbe1r world ~11oat1one 

toroe ~el••• into tbe liret plaoe in tbe 11111taJ7 II1D4 and 1118ht 

nll be- 4drs-ntal. to operats.cma. 

c 
0 

p 
1' 

REORP.t)~5 
UNCLI ~ 1F 1£ .)' 

PRDIB 
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NAVAL MESSAGE I NAVY DEPARTME: 

DamtA EXTtMSIOK IIVIIIER AOOIESSW 

m 11 COIANAVEU 

OPNAV 

.. 
~ 

ULWEDIY - ----------1 • 
e 

DATE __ _,2j_3 _,D~E::..:C<!:E:.:.:M:!!B.!;.[ :..:.R • ..:4!..!2=----1 

TOR COOEROOM ___ i::.L.i:.L------1 ~ 
~ 

DECODED IY __ __.!HJ.U..-..UJ..l..lo.l"------1 e 
!!; 

'lW'HR.UED IT 

INOICAT£ IT ASTERISK ADOIWEES FOR WHICI\ II.Ul OWYEJIY IS SAnSf.ltlOIY. 

COUDR . BERTHOLD 231645 NCR 7~22 S 
UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH Will IE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE. 

ORIGINATOR Fill IN DATE AND liME DAlE liME 

TEll 

FROU THE FORLIER NAVAL PERSON TO THE PRES I DE~IT. 

PERSONAL AND Sllllt wUUIER 240. -

PRECEDDICE 

HIOIITY 
PR I OR ITY 

ROUTINE 

DEFERRED 

PRIORITY 

ROUTINE 

DEfERRED 

OCT 

YOUR COUR I ER liAS ARRIVED. I LIKE IT ALL. I WILL DI SCREETLY 

CONTACT GENERAL SMITH. 

A~ •••••• ACTION 

SEALED SECRET FI LE. 

Ill. I AOIIIIAL N~ t filL 

RIGRADED r·· •. , •• , •. ,.n 
Govt. , s '• • L by BJoi tiq 
.If Jl. B. PBl'b '" ..• _•· • • ll-28-71 -l• 

-"'I <> I'#(. 
2316-45 

Mo. I f •l OR CHAITROOII. 

SEALED 
Me.. SPECIAL 

Make oriatnal onlr. 0.11"•"' to communleatJon watch olfic.r In per-on. (S.. Art. 71 (4) NAVRECS.) 
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.CR 

.ed 25/1416 Z 

.. 
CC'IID 
Deoember 26 

·. 1610 z 

Fromt London 
Tp, The Preaident of the United Statea 

No. 241 Deo .. ber 26, 1942 

Prime lliniater to Preaident. 

Laat yeo.r I puaed '._ happy Chrhtmaa in your 
home &Dd now I aend ~ het.rtfe1t wiahea to you and 
all around you on thie brighter day ~ we have yet 
eeen. Wy wife joino with me .in thie meaoage to you 
and lira. Rooeevelt. 

Wineton and Cl.mentine Churchill 

JIIGRADr 
GoYt , . l 

117 a. !1. 

• • ••• · - - "-7 Briti4 
•• ' 3-29-71 

.. • . e 
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YIAR DEPARTMENT CODE CENTER 

From' Londo.n, England 
' 

Dec~ber aa. 19•2 
Filed 0008Z 

The Pre e1dent of the United States 

No. 2• 2, December ~7 , 1942. 

PbrmerKaval Pereon to Pre sident personal and llllllt 
(signed Priae). 

,. 

1. Your two four fin . A.a I told Barry I had already 
asked United Stat es Headquarter• London to delay plane which 
was carrying De Gaulle for forty e ight hours as it is oseential 
to see how Torch situation develope . De Gaul l e aent on twenty 
fift h through American Emba ssy meseage· repeat ed in my immedi­
ately following to Giraud. I t seeme t o me that we ou&ht to 
try above anything to bring them all together and have some 
Frenoh nucleuo solid and united to work with. I am seeing 
De Gaulle today and will cable you fUrther. 

2, 1 am sure that North African eettlement cannot be 
held up for "Symbol". We have received news that Kingpin 
has been unan1mouely el ected High Comcissioner and C in C 
by the French group of notabilitiea. I have al ready informed 
Eieenhower that oo far as we are concerned we enti r ely agree 
wi t h this aolution, 

3. War Cabinet at tach muoh importance to MacMillan'• 
appointment and arrival . W• feel quite unropreoented there 
yet our fortune• a re deeply involved and we are t ryin& to 
make a oolid contribution to your enterprioe, Murphy'• 
appoi ntment hao already been announced and I hope you will 
agree to~ publiohing ~aeMillan' o appointm.nt. Be will be 
I am sure a help. He ia animated by the friendlieot feeling• 
t owardo the United Stetee and his mother hail a f r om Kentucky. 

ltEGRADED UNCLASSIFIED b Jlo Si g, 
G Y Bri t ish 
ovt. , Sta te Dept. tel 3 29 72 

By R. ll, Parh Da&~ ' - -

.. . ' • 

0 [. 40 



WAR DEPARTl.!ENT CODE CENTER 

Fromt London, England 

• 

December 27, 1942 
Filed 00l6Z 

Tot The, President of the United St~teo 

No. 243, December 27 , 1942. 

Fonner N•v•.l Person to President personal and .. 
(signed Prime). 

My immediately preceding telegr~. Following is trans­
lation of moat secret message from General De Gaulle to Gener­
al Giraud , Algiers. Begins. 

The assassination at Algiers is an indication and warning: 
An indication of the exasperation into Which the tragedy of 
France has thrown the mind and soul of Frenchment A warning 
of the conaequencee of every kind whioh necessarily result 
from the absence of a national authority in the midst of the 
greatest national crisis of our history, It is more tha.n ever 
necessary that this national authority should be established. 
I propose, my General, that you should meot me as soon as possi­
ble on French soil either in Algeria or in Chad in order to 
study the means of grouping under a provisional central authoti­
ty all French forces inside and outside tho country and all the 
French territories Which are in a position to struggle for the 
liberat ion and the salvation of Franco, 

No Sig. 

~RADED :~Cit~o•r·-­ h Prl Hell 
. - -29-78 

La t!> ll6 
Govt . , S:. 
B]l!. a. Pub 

,U 
II 
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WAR DEPAR'I'IIENT CODE CEIITER 

TIJJE RECEIVED; 

TIME FILED; 

1740•/28 

1733•/28 

1'1\0l/.a LOIIDON 

TOo THE PRESIDENT OF THE W:ITID ST ATBS 

NOa 244 Docsnbor 28, 1942 

Fonner !laval peraon t o President personal und-. 
I had some long talks yesterd&y with Generals De Gaulle 

and D•Astier, t he latter juat returned fr~ Algiora. Do Guallo 

holds i t of first i mporto.n.co t o oroato a str ont;, united, national 

Froneh authority. He ia anxioua to moot Gir&ud, in whom ho seos 

tho c~andor who will load tho Froneh troopa to the liberation 

of Franco after North Africa has boon cleared . He considers 

t hat Giraud i s more auitod for Qilitory than for political 

functiona . Ho 1a qui to ready to work: with !IO&UO& but apparontly 

loso so with Soi s son, though I cannot thank he would be obstinate 

~bout it. I must say I strongly favor a meeting between De Gaulle 

and Giraud as eoon aa po11ibl o, be fore rivalriu crystallite. 

llo Sig 

~5~!D UNCLASS!FIID by British 
,• · .. , Stato Dept. tel., S-29-?il 
BJ J\, a. Puu »•'• 

MAY 5 1972 

054 2 
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LCR 1 
filed 12-/29/0950Z 

December 29 , 1942 
1022Z 

Fronu London 
To• The President of the Uni tod Sutea 

llo . 245, December 29th, 1942 

Former !laval Paraon to President (signed Primo) 

I ~~ delighted to receive the be~utitul book of our add­
resses. 'rh&nlc you ao 11111ch for it, and for tho inscription. 

05 113 

.. 

' I 
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LCR 4 
Filo<l 1249/29 
AC'J 

From1 
Tos 

1 ) 

\1AR DEPARTIIENT CODE CENTER 

Lond.on 
Prooident of the United Stkt eo 

CC'IID 
Doc. 29, 1942 
1S04 Z 

llo. 246, December 29th , 1942. 

Former Nnal Person to Preei<lent··· and personal. 

MaoUillkn. I could it you l i ke cal l him Minist er Re oi-

ent at A1liod Headquarters i~atek<l of British Representative 

or H W Government•• Representative . Am being much pressed 

here and reel announcement ahoul<l be ma<le tomorrow thirtieth. 

Jibouti boa passed off quite p1eaakntly. The Governor 

Dupoo.t haa eignod adherence to United Nations as part of 

fighting France . 

PRDIB 

RIGRADED UNCLASS IFI!D by Brtttel 
Govt., State Dept. tel., 8-ae-?a 
II)' R. H. Part. Date ' " " 

'!!1' ) 

\ 
l 

OG4 4 
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WAR DEPA.R'l'IIENT COOE CENTER 

& LCR CCI1!> 
Piled 1110/30 
A.QI 

Dec, 30, 1942 
1327 z 

Fromt London 
To, The Preaident of the United states 

No, 247, December 30th, 1942. 

~al Peraon to Preaident Roosevelt peraonal 
~gina, My Dear Miater President, 

and 

1. The letter which 011 ver Lyttel ten brought and the'· 
associated agreementa about air and ground force equipment are 
very welcome. I ~ deeply grateful. These Washington die­
cuaaiona and the conclusions reached show that our department• 
and yours aro developing a closer understanding of each othore 
pr oblems and getting nearer to a common view of tho war, Thie 
is essential to aueoeea. 

2. The agreemente arranged by Lyttelton, together with 
the assur&ccea of your letter, give me a basis on which to 
allocate-our roservoe of man- power-in tull confidence that our 
Britieh effort will be effectively balanced and rightly applied, 
We have n~ taken our deciaiona , I will not burden you with 
detaila . In broad tenoa we calculate that between mide.....,er 
one nine four two and December one nine four throe "" may be 
able to draft into the aarvioee and 4raw into munition pro­
duction some one million eix hundreo thousand extra oen and 
wamen. Considering tho degree of .Obilitation already achieved 
in tho past three yoara thie ie & large figure, and to reach 
it will mean a further etraitenin;:; of living conditione and 
will call upon all the Nations latent resources. But it h 
leas by one million one hundred thousand than 1e aeked tor by 
the servieua and those roaponaible for our munition production 
~hose combined requirements total two million seven hundred 
thouaand. VIe have therefore had to rat ion out reservee ot man­
power and confine •h• programme• to esaentiala without allow­
ing any margins for ineuranoe or contingenciee. 

nGRADED UllCUo-I! I!.D by b:r i \ish 
Co •·· ~ta~e ~opt. tel., ~:~9-78 r) 
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J:o . 247, f rom London, r.ecember 30th, 1942. 

3. Tho fo l lowing is wh~t we have decided. First, we must 
give the Navy t1ll they need for tho anti-U boat war up t o t ho 
limit oJ' our shipbuilding capacity and the r esour ces whio)l you 
can a .. ign to ua. The Admiralty will get the men for manning 
the ships but they must r educe their industr ial requirements by 
labour eccnol:ll.ea in ~he ahipyarda and workshops, even tltoug)l 
thia meana alowing down somewhat the building of big ahipa. 
Escort veasels will have the hir~ost priority in the Navy' s pro­
gramme, and I am oblidged to you for the allocet~ons made to us 
from the pool. 

4, Secondly, we shall strain every ner ve to prevent labour 
ahor tace from checkin~ the expansion of our aircraft industry, 
Our policy, subject to tho limitations of training, technical 
pr oblema, tho avai lability of management and the oupply of 
materi al and machines , wil l be to nova labour into the factories 
as fast as it can be absorbed. The RAP, which has boon taking 
in recruits on a large scale, will be able to use cffectiT&ly 
all the aircraft which we can mtJce or whi ch you will aond us 
under the new agre.,.ent daah or more. But, like other services, 
it will have to be econonical in itt use of man-power and even 
reduce some of its def ensive services, such as tho balloon bar­
race and air field guar ds . 

5. There a r e two thin~e concerning the aircrar t programme 
about which I am gr eat ly conccrnod o one ia tho Fl eet Air Ara and 
the other ia Transpo r t Aircraft . I have the impres sion that 
neither of our countries 1a devoting enoug)l of ita aircraft pro­
duction to either of thes~ two objects . We must be certain that 
we havo enough Fleet Air Ana type aircraft to match the carrier 
prop-&lllllea in tho two countriea, and, aa1hingo are , it looks aa 
if we mig)lt fall behind. Again, the experiences or both tho 
Egyptian t.nd llorth Afr ican campaicns emphasise tho great value 
of transport aircraft, and I am personally much impressed with 
the Russian a rgument wi th which they back their demands for fur ther 
t ransport aircr aft. I t may be that their powe r to start a auo­
cessful offeneive in one ni ne J'our throe will depend upon incrona­
ing our abil ity to supply them with ' transpor t aircraft to aupple­
ment their ra ther rudi mentary COIIIDunicatione . As you know, we 
ourselves are woefully abort of transport aircraft, but we are 
providing them with one hundred Alalbemarles for convoraion for 
thio purpooe . 1 bolive thoro are proposals in the United States 
for buil ding wooden aircraft, and I f eel t hat, if you could per­
sonally stimulate this production, 1 t might prove a deciaion of 
tho hifftCSt atratogic importance. 

U GRADE:D UNCLASSIFIED by 8r1 tiell 
Oovt . , Sta~e Dept. tel ., S-29-?a 
B:r R. H. Parka Date MAY 
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No . 247 from London, necember 30th, 1942, 

G. Third, wo have had to limit the Army's man-power intake 
considerably, and we are having to curtail our pl ans for produc­
ing army equipment. Tho Army will t ake its cut where it hurts 
least; wo can now run more risk in t hinning out t he home defences, 
in (;&nerally in combing the Army's tail, in order to sharpen its 
teeth. Here and there, as in the Middl e East , wo shall have to 
make two divisions into one by compression. But at home t he main 
deciaion i s to convert the home Army to an offensive basis wi th a 
possible increase in its striking power, We shall bo able to 
reduce the num~ers in the f actories making ground equipment , 
partly because tho personne l is becoming more efficient and out­
put por head is rising, partly because t ho i nitial equipment of 
the Army is in nany items nearly complete and we are reaching t he 
point where we can maintain it on a reduced output. ~e have been 
fortified in taking the decision to reduce the labour e.t the dis­
posal of the Uinistry of Supply by the agreements whioh Oliver 
Lyttelton brought back coveri ng tanks and ot her Army supplies. 
In the circumstances, ·"e shall rely heavily upon your medium tanks; 
I agree with your view that some incr ease i n your progromme would 
be wise. 

7. Lastly shipping. Here again we are fortified by your 
assurance that o•lr twenty seven milli on ton import progromr.te will 
be ~e~, &Swell as our ,other essential needs. This is an under• 
taking of t he highest importance to these Islands. Xou may rest 
assured 1hat we shall do our utmost to limit t he demands of the 
Bri ti"sh import programme upon the common pool of shipping. 'i7o 
are now runni ng down our st ocka, and we shall make what e~onomies 
we can. But these devices only give us a l ittle reli ef £or a 
little while, You have warned me that the early months of one 
nine four three will be difficult. This I fully understand, But 
I must tell you frankly that the prospect in the next few months 
is going to be more acute than we expected when the figures were 
prepared >~hich Lyttelton took to Washington. Amer ican shipbuild­
ing has turned your own net losses of the spring into a surplus. 
British and Allied net losses are, however, very serious indeed, 
In November, for exemple dash admittedly e. bad month de.sh loasea 
from all causee of Ameri can do.sh controlled and United Natione 
tonnage other than our own wore two hundred sixty thousand D Vi 
tons, against which, excluding the Tod~ ships for uo, you built 
eight hundred fifty thousand tone D W, giving a net gain of five 
hundred ninety thousand tone . Losses of British do. eh con~rolled 
tonnage, on ~ other hand, were eight hundred fifty thousand 

RJ:GRAD:ED UNCLASZH'~D ., •. Br 1tiah 
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llo . 247, from London, December 26, 1942 . 

tons 0 w (one hundred thousand due to Torch) , against which new 
construction of British and Canadian yards, plus the Todd con­
traota, gave us two hundred fifty thousand tons leaving us a net 
loss of six hundred thousand tons . With this position before us 
you will understand how vital it is t hat the reinforcement of our 
depleted shipping resources should not be deferred. The situation 
which we now foresee will only give us imports over the five 
months November t o Maroh at the rat e of seventeen mi llion tons a 
year. This is i ndeed a &rim prospect, and one which means for us 
dangerous and difficult decisions between l!ili tary operations, 
food and raw materials. 

8. The sug&ested average supplement figure of thr ee hundred 
t housand tons of dry dash cargo carrying capacity each month will 
only be enough if certain conditions are fulfilled. First and 
foremost, we must be able to load a sufficient proportion ot our 
t otal import on the North Atlantic Seaboard or at other nea~ or 
conveni ent sources of supply. Our joint machinery wi l l examine 
this and other technical aspects, but in thanking you for the 
directions which you have given, I must sound the alarm of mortal 
urgency . I am relieved by knowing that you will keep this whole 
buoiness constantly under your o\m eye and t hat no further import­
ant diversion of t onnage to Military purposes will be made without 
your peraond direction after I have had my oay. 

9. I was also reassUred·b y your resolve to raise the ship­
building progr~~e to twenty mil l ion dead dash weight tons, if it 
should prove feasi ble ; and, as we live and fight upon our shipping, 
I hope you will be 'able to give me some good news about the result 
of this inquiry. Indeed, any news of progress of t his would be 
helpful. 

10. ln conclusion, Mister PreSident, ~et me emphasize the 
f act that our whole man•power lay- out is baaed upon strikinp, t he 
strongest blows we can in one nine four three. We will run the 
utmost risk for t hia; but unless our shipping resources are, i n 
faot, repaired as you so kindly propose, I shall be forced 
immediately to reduce the British War ~fort in oversea theatres J 

even though this involves ,prolongation of the war and leaves you 
k greater portion of the 'burden we are eager to aharo, beli~ve 
me, al-y• your most eincer~frieDd, Winston S Churchill. 

PRIME 
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12 ovt., State Dept. tel., S-29-7 
PAWHRASED BY 
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INDICATE IY ASTEBISl ADDRESSEES fOR WHICH MAIL DWVUY IS SATISfACTORY. 
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LT. GERLIAN 3¢151 1 NCR 2~ 
UNLESS OTHERWlSE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WlU BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEfERRED PRECEDENCE. 

ORIGINATOR fiLL IH DATE AND TIME DATE 

TEXT PART 1 3¢15fl6 NCR 2~ 
PART 2 ~151 1 _NCR 2~9~ 

TIME 

" 

PREtEDEHCE 

PR1.4TY 
ROUTINE 

DEfURED 

PRIORITY 

~ 
ROUTINE 

~ OEfURED .... 

acr 

(DEC IPHER ONLY REPEAT ONLY TO BE DO NE BY OFF ICERJWHO HANDLED OPNAV 
~1 184g) 

............ AND PERSONAL NUUBER 248 FROU THE FORUER NAVAL PERSON 
~IDENT. · 

I SENT BRIGADIER JACOB TO NORTH AFRICA ON CHRISTU~S DAY TO 

CONSULT WITH GENERALS EISENHOWER AND SUITH ABOUT ARRANGEME~~S FOR 
' SYMBOL. JACOB HAS NOW TELEGRAPHED THAT THEY HAVE FOUND ADMIRABLE 

ACCOMUODATION AND THAT GENERAL SUITH WHO IS IN FULL AGREEUE~T .IS 

l£L£0RAftttNG TME RESULTS OF THE IR RE88NNA I SSANCE TO YOU. 

2. I DO NOT THINK WE CAN DO BETTER THAN ACCEPT THESE PROPOS~lS , 

AND AS TIUE IS SHORT1 I AU GOING AHEAD ON THE ASSUMPT ION THAT voq \, , 
APPROVE. i, 

J. UY INTENTI ON IS THAT HUS BULOL01 WHICH IS A SPEC IALLY r{~D 
HEADQUARTER SHIP, SHOULD LEAYE THE UKAY ON ABOUT 4TH J ANUARY WITH! 

THE IH!Af .!liN l OB STAEE OEE!CEBS OE MY MJ EGATIOM1 CYPHER STAEE, 
Mo. I ADMIRAL No. 2 FILE. Nt. I f ·l OR CHARTROOM. Nt. 4 SP£CIAA. 

SEALED 
Make orirlnal o·nly. O.Hv.r to eorntnunlcatlon wateh oMoer 1R penon. (S.. A.rt. 1• (4) NAVR.ECS.) 
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TEXT 

CLER ICAL STAFF , ETC. BULOLO VI ILL BE BERTHEll IN THE HARBOUR AND 

SERVE AS SIGNAL SH IP. 

4. IN YOUR 242 YOU SUGGESTED THAT SOME OF OUR MILITARY UEN 

~ SHOULD PRECEDE US BY A FEW DAYS TO CLEAR THE GROUND. I ENTIRELY 

AGREE , AND I'l l LL ARRMJGE FOR BR ITISH CH IEFS OF STAFF TO ARR IVE BY 

AIR AT RENDEZVOUS ON WHATEVER DAY IT UAY BE POSS IBLE FOR AMER ICAN 

CHIEFS OF STAFF TO REACH THERE. CAN YOU GIVE ~ A DATE? 

GCT 

s. IT WOULD ALSO BE HELPFUL IF YOU COULD LET ME KNOW AS SOON 

AS POSS IBLE YOUR OWN PROCRAUUE AND I WILL MAKE MY OWN ARRANGEMENTS 

ACCORDINGLY. 

6. MANY THANKS ABOUT MACLI ILLAN. I AGREE TO VIHAT YOU SAY ABOUT 

EISENHOWER$ FINAL AUTHOR ITY. 

DISTRIBUTIONt 

~ • ••• • ACTION. '-ftr£. 
Ill. I ADMIRAL. .... 2 fiLE. 

SEALED 

~;;rr;:: ~;,:-· .. ,;·-H: '·r Brltiah 
Govt . , Sta•c Dep,. e •• , 3-29- ?l 
.IJ B. ll. l'a.rkB Date u 
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LT.I<E'LLEY 311951 NCR 3047 
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ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME 

TVIT PART 1 311951 NCR 3~47 
PART 2 311957 NCR ~4e 

DATE TIME 

F'ROM THE FORMER NAVAL PERSON TO PRESIDENT, PERSONAL AND­
NUMBER 249 YOUR MESSAGE JUST RECEIVED. 

/ 

GCT 

I . NEED NOT SAY HOW MUCH I AM LOOKING FORWARD TO SYMBOL BUT IN THE 
MEANWHILE I SEND YOU SOME OF I.IY THOUGHTS ON OUR PRESENT DIFFICULTIES 
WITH THE FRENCH. 

1. WE OUGHT NOT TO ACC EPT THE SUGGEST ION THAT OUR ARMIES IN 
NORTHWEST AFRICA ARE ON THE SAME FOOTING AS THEY WERE IN 
FRANCE IN 1918. WE WERE NOT INVITED BUT FOUGHT OUR WAY 

ON SHORE WI TH THE LOSSOF 2~~ MEN. THEREFORE THE ALLIED 
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF REPRESENTING YOU AS HEAD OF OUR JOINT 
ENTERPR ISE IN THESE REG IONS MUST BE SUPREME IN ALL M-'TTERS 

MILITARY AND CIVIL OF COURSE WITHOUT PREJUDICE TO THE 
TERR ITORIAL SOV[REIGNTY OF FRANC£ REVIVING WH£N THE 
WAR IS OVER. 

2. GIRAUD IS IN MY OPINION QUITE UNSUITED TO THE DISCHARGE 
OF' CIVIL RESPONSIBILITIES. HE IS A BRAVE CAPABLE 
FLAMBOYANT SOLDIER AND IT IS HIS DUTY TO ANIMATE AND 

LEAD THE FRENCH AR~IIES IN THIS THEATER UNDER 
EISENHOWER$ ORDERS. 

PAG£ ·1 

RIGRADID UNCLASSIFIED by Briti._ 
Govt., Stato Dept. tel.,, .~-29-71 
B7 R. H. Parks Date 
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TEXT 

3. A CIVIl REG IME SHOULD BE SET UP IN WHATEVER FORM IS 
FOUND lOCAllY CONVEN IENT IN WH ICH ~URPHY AND 
UACI.I IllAN SHOULD HAVE AS YOU SUGGESTED A VfTO AS 

WEll AS POWERS OF GU IDANCE AND INIT IATION VEI LED 
UNDER APPROPR IATE FORIAS . 

4. I TRUST EISE NH OWER Will SOON BE FREED FROM THE 
DISTRACTION OF LOCAL FRENCH POLITICA THE RATE OF 
EXCHANGE PROBLEM~ OF FRENCH SOVEREIGNTY ETC. • 

I AU !.lOST ANX I OUS ABOUT THE MIll TARY SITUATION. ·1 F 
NEHRING CAN GET ENOUGH TRANSPORT- A BIG IF· HE MIGHT 
BR ING OFF THE SAME KIND OF ATTACK ALONG THE SEA 

FLANK THAT ALEXANDER ~ND MONTGOMERY DID A AlAMEIN 
WITH THE DISASTROUS RESULTS TO All OUR FORCES TO THE 
SOUTHWARD THAT BEFEll THE ITALIANS. THE DANGER TO OUR 

FIRST ARMY OR RATHER CORPS FOR IT IS NO MORE SEEMS 
TO LIE FAR MORE SERIOUS THAN ANYTHING WH ICH THREATENS 
US ON THE SOUTHERN FLANK . ONLY A SUPREME Cet~ANDER 

LIKE EISEN HOWER CONCENTRATING HIS WHOLE THOUGHT UPON 
THE FIGHTING CAN COPE WITH, THESE MILITARY PER ILS. 

5. FOR YOU ALONE. AlEXANDER AND MONTGOMERY HOPE TO HAVE 

No. 1 AOIIIIAL No.I FILL No. I f ·l OR CIWITROOM. No. 4 SPECIA~ 
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TOO 

PRIORITY 
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DEFERRED 

PRIORITY 

ROUTINE 

DEFERRED 

TR IPOLI EARLY IN FEBRUARY . ROUMEL WILL l40ST LIKELY 
MAKE HIS WAY WITH HIS REMNA NTS SOME OF WH ICH ARE 
FORM IDABLE TO TU NI SIA. . . . 
WE HOPE TO BE HARD AT HIS TA IL IN SUPERIOR FORCE AND 

CCT 

I AM ENCOURAG ING GENERAL ALEXANDER TO PRESS FORWARD TO 
THE UTMOST. 

6 . WE ARE PUTT ING HARD PRESSURE ON DE GAULLE TO SHUT 
HIS BRAZA NVILLE MOUTH AND I AM SUGGESTI NG THAT SW INTON 
HAVE A TALK WITH BO ISSON. 

DISTRIBUTIONt 
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