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m Jamuary 1, 1948,
i = PRICRITY

From: Opnav
Tos Comfaviu

¥o. 249 perscnal and —frum the President to the

Former Naval Person.

Our censor plans to issue just before departure the following
instruetions to sll peners, radio and wire communicetions syatems:

Quote. The President is roing on another trip in the
immediate future and for security reasons no comment sheuld be made
onn his whereahouts or the purpose of the trip until a release is
aporoved by this office. Thauote.

I am particularly anxious that no confidential information be
miven to the press €z to the place or time of SY¥BOL. I wonder
if your ecensor could give out substantially the same statement %o
your own press recarding you as well as myself. I intend to olamp

down the 1id a few hours before I leave.

ROCSEVELT

Released from the Yihite House Map Room

at 18566, AT, Jam?lﬂ
i - <

CHESTER HAMMOND
Lt, Colonel, Gemaral Staff

TECLASSTFIED
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- ‘ January 1, 1943,

From: Opnav
Tos Alusne, London

pernonal and [ 0. 250 from the President to the Former
Moval Person.
In reply to your 24F I feel very strongly that we have a
military occupetion in N.rth Africe and as such our Comzanding
Giﬂm‘l:!. has complate charze of all matters civil as well as mil-
{tary, We must not let any of our French friends forget this for a
memont. By the same token I don't want any of them to think thot
wa nre roing to recognize any one or any committess or proup as
roprasenting ths French '}ow;rrmurnt or the Freanch Empire. The people
of Fronce will settls their own affairs after we have won this war,
Untdl then we ean denl with lcesl Frenechmen on a loeal basis
wharever our armies occupy former French territory. And if these
loeal officials won't play ball we will have to raplage them.
i apree ttat Pimenhowar hes hed to snend too much Hime on \I
/

political affaire but Marshall has sent him very explicit instruetions .

—

on this point. 1 don't know whether Elsenhower can hnlnd E‘i.;l.u*d_;rn
—— -
1ire with another Frenchman running the oivil affairs but I shall find

out, 'I'lhy doesn't De Gaulls go to war?! Why dossn't he start Horth by “}

_;'F at half West from Brazenville? It would take him a long time to .--‘/’
E Fio% %o tho Onsis of Somawhere.
A happy new year to you and yours.
ROCSEVELT
o g o W sousirm

lt. Colonel, Oenersl Staff

r
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SECRET January 2, 1943,
PRIORITY DECLASAIFIED
\

From: Opnav By,
Toi Alusna, London Date HIE 'I I!!]

Personal and secret for the Former Mavel Person from the Pres-
{dent Mo, 251.

Raferring furthar to vour 233 and 234, As rasult of studies in
Yavy Dapartment it hos besn found that the follewine can be accome
plisheds lencthen cyels in North Atlantie convovs to ten days and
deliver averase of two notional tanier carroes daily by that routa,
This will relesse four Canedian escort groups for assisznment to
¥ for renlacement of lconer larged escorts for duty with Aruba UK
tankar convovs which should deliver an additionel two notional
earroes daily. lotal of abowe deliverims supplemented from time to
tirme by spare tankera as found avallable should be about fifteen
million tons annuelly. Consider indepandently routed tankers in-
advisable at this time. TUS can not arree to delivery of more than
atove amourt to TF and even this not nragticable excapt as conaidered
with nroblem of Torch supnly which in our opinion muat be combinad
rosponsiblility. Cen furnish fast taners to inau-urate supnly that
area but esczorts must be combined and orovided eaually by US and TK,
Fest tankers will not oroceed bheyond Zlbraltar or Caszablanca, furthar
daliveries into Mediterranean to he made by TE tankers. Above most
soonomical use of mllied tankers for delivery of requirements of oil
for ¥ and Torch. If the forepolnpg ments your epprovel I suprest
thet furthar details be worked out betwesn the Admiralty and the Nawy

Nenartment.

ROQSEVELT

falaased from White Fovse Map Room

at 1245, Zy
TR R
lt. Colonel, General Staff, =T

R HAMOA

Py w—
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.Mm * 257/

PROPOSED REPLY TO DESPATCHES, NUMBERS 233 AND 234 FROM LONDON T0 THE PRESIDENT
REFERRING FURTHER TO YOUR 233 AND 234 X AS RESULT OF SIUDIES IN HAVY DEPART-
MENT IT HAS BEEN FOUMD THAT THE FOLLONING CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED X LENGTHEN
CYCLE IN NORTH ATLANTIC CONVOYS TC TEN DAYS AND DELIVER AVERAGE OF TWO NOTIONAL
TANKXER CARGOES DAILY BY THAT ROUTE X THIS WILL RELEASE FOUR CANADIAN ESCORT
GROUPS FOR ASSIGIMENT TO UK FOR REPLACEMENT OF LONG LEGGED ESCORTS FOR DUTY
WITH ARUBA UK TANKER CONVOYS WHICH SHOUDD DELIVER AN ADDITICNAL TWO NOTIONAL
CARGOES DAILY X TOTAL OF ABOVE DELIVERIES SUPPLEMENTED FROM TIME TO TIME BY
SPARE TANKERS AS FOUND AVAILABLE SHOULD BE ABOUT FIFTEEN MILLION TONS ANNUALLY X
CONSIDER INDEPENDENTLY ROUTED TANKERS INADVISABLE AT THIS TIME X US CAN NOT
AGREE 70 DELIVESY OF MORE THAN ABOVE AMOUMT TO UK AND EVEN THIS NOT PRACTICABLE
EXCEPT AS CONSIDERED WITH PRCBLEM OF TORGH SUPPFLY YHICH IN OUR OPINION MUST
BE COMBINED RESPONSIBILITY X CAN FURNISH FAST TANKERS TO INAUGURATE SUPFLY
THAT AREA BUT ESCORTS MUST BE COMBINED AND PROVIDED EQUALLY BY US AND UK X
FAST TANKERS WILL NOT PROCEED BEYOMD GIBHALTAR OR CASABLAMCA X FURTHER
DELIVERIES INTO MEDITERRANEAN TO BE MADE BY UK TAMKERS X ABOVE MOST ECONOMICAL
USE OF ALLIED TANKERS FOR DELIVERY OF REQUIREMENTS OF OIL FOR UX AND TORCH X
IF THE FOREGOING MEETS YOUR APPROVAL I SUGGEST THAT FURTHER DETAILS BE WORKED
OUT BETWEEN THE ADMIRALTY AND THE NAVY DEPARTMENT X

/e

DECLASBIFIED
By Depaty Archivist of the U.8.

My U 3. stewart DateAPR 41974
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

December &1, 1942,

EORANDUM FOR THE FRESIDENT:-

As a result of s conference on the supnly
of oil to United Kingdom and Torch, at which
representatives of the British, Canadian and United
States Navies were present, and after further study
on the subject by the Navy Department, the attached
draft of & message to the Prime Minister 1s submitted.

WILLIAM D. LEAHY,
Admiral, U.,5. Navy,
Chief of Staff to the
Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy.

DROLASSIFIED

By Authority o?%ﬁﬁiﬁi-—-—-—
g22/4957 2plyZrZ

e
By M‘D“'M




TRGENT - PRICRITY

From:
To:

Conav
ComMavEu

January 2, 1943.

Paerasonal and-for the Former Wewal Person from the

President No. 252. Your 2611

l.

2.

1 heartily approve your Perapraph One.

The aliases from this end will be (a) Don Quixote end

{b) Sancho Panza,

Ze

No press correspondents.

I will tring one Hevy photo=

graphar and we can join in joint release.

postponed visit until after "Symbol’s

4.

I honestly think De Gaulle would feel happier if he

Also I would find groat

giffioulty in giving him any time even if he were to leave at

onco.

ROOSEVELY

Relessed from the White NMovae Map Room
at 1630, EWT, Jenuary 2, 1943,

Y O ot

. C. NOIT
Lievtenant, U.S5.M.R.
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January 2, 1942.

FORMER NAVAL PERSON
Your 251:

1. I heartily approve your Paragraph #l.

2. The aliases from this end will be (a)
Don Quixote and (b) Sancho Panza.

3. No press correspondents. I will bring
one Navy photographer and we can join in Jjoint
release.

4. I honestly think De Gaulle would feel
happier it he postponed visit until atter Symbol.
Also I would find great difficulty in giving him

any time even ir he were to leave at once.

ROOSEVELT

I 0565
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TRGENT Januvary 4, 1943.

From: Opnav
To : ComfiavEu

Perscnal and -frn'-'. the President for the Former Naval
Person No. 253,
I hope you ean bring Averill with you and I have asked him

to go to see you. He can be wvery helpful.

RCOSEVELT

Released from the White House Map Room
at 1105, T, Janvary 4, 12435,

—

GEORGE M. ELSEY
Iioutenbnt (J.zs), UV.8.N.R.
¥White House Map Room.

—————




# 353 JVW%«J%J

DECLABEIFIED

By Depnyy Arcaiviet of the U.8.
By,
Dats ﬁ1 .

i
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- January 7, 1843,

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archivie of the U.B.

From: Opnav .
Tol Alusna, lendon By,

Date
Personal and -i‘rom the President Fer the Formar Naval

Ferson No. 254,
I should like to acquaint you with a messapge received by me from
Genarnlissimo Chieng Kal Shek., Fepin brief of Generelissimo's message: 5
Last ;prinﬁ the Frime Hinister amssured the members of the Facifie
Tar Counell that before the end of the next monsoon season, eirht
battlashipse, three aircraft carrierz and the usual comnlement of cther !
vessels would Le in the Indian Oceen to mssist in the recapture of
Burma. Ye heve been counting on the support of thislnavsl foree, for . :
without it the recepture of Purma will be impo=sible. Teneral Stllwell

upon returning from o conference in lndis informs me that Admiral

e

Somerville stated the Eritish NFavy hes at its disposel conly a few
destrovers and submarines for operations in the Bey of Benral. Further-
more, two months ape General Wavell promised General Stilwell the

British could meke seven divisions evailesble to assist in the recapture .

of Burme. Mow I learn that only three divisions are to be emoloyved in
limited cperations with the objective of capturing Akyab and cecupying

the line of the Chindwin River. Yov can rely on the Chinese force being
concentrated and ready for asticon on time in eccordance with plans eslready
made, I am sure the Mmerican air help for the campeirn will be present.
Howaver, it is ipppaaiblﬂ to underteke the offensive with my troops

unless the Pritish carry out their part of the underteking. All tha

prineiple United Nations spokesmen have pledged thet PFurma will be

recovered in 1943. I therefore earnestly ask that you urge our British

0568
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President=-Frime 5‘34- Pase two.

Allies tc provide the neceszerv naval, alr snd land forces to oarry
out their mart. Fnd of brief of Ceneralissimo's messzare.

I underntand that definite prorress 1s being made not only in
ﬁreparutinr: of' the Chinese trocpe in India for the Burme Hoad operation
but also of the Chinese troops in Yunnan. Units are being reorpaniczed
end equippred. Some of the svpply eszentials are even being flown in.
I feel thet we must do something to ensure that the Chinese put their
full wairht into the operations which are dus to stert in March. Can
you sugrest any essurance which we can give Chiang Kei Shek which will
have this eflect?

. Offensive action by the Chinese u.nd-thu timeliness of & thrust
into Furme this spring &re all imnortent, We also want to gpet started
on cur air offensive from China arainst Jap ses lanes (if not Jepan
itself), the moment sufficient and dependsble communications over
Purme warrant such action.

That we may forfeit neither the Chinese potential nor the lift to
United Kations morale of early ection in Burma, I would like to give
the Generalissimo the necessery assurances to prevent the Chinese
attack stelling. We mirht together ro over the substences of my reply
to the Generalissimo later.

M1ll has soen this messore,

RCOSEVELT.

Releszad from the Map Hoom at
1800, =WT, Jaguar

DECLASSIFIED
B Avchiviet of the U.8.

1
CVESTTR RAMIOWD

Lt. Colonel, f 1 Staff.
olonel, Genera Sate

| o569



-

- b

DRAFT OF PROPOSED MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIIENT TO FRIME LINISTER

b5

I should like to acquaint you with a message received by
me from Generalissimo Chiang Kai Shek. Begin brief of General-
issimo's message:

Last spring the Prime linister assured the members of
the Pacific War Council that before the end of the next
monsoon season, elght battleships, three aircraft carrlers
and the usual complement of other vessels would be in the
Indian Ocean to assist in the recapture of Burma. e have
been counting on the support of this naval force, for with-
out it the recapture of Burma will be impossible. General
Stilwell upon returning from a conference in India informs
me that Admiral Somerville stated the British Navy has at
its disposal only a few destroyers and submarines for
operations in the Bay of Bengal. Furthermore, two months
ago General Wavell promised General Stilwell the British
could make seven divisions available to assist in the re-
capture of Burmas Now I learn that only three divisions
are to be employed in limited operations with the objective
of capturdng Akyab and occupying the line of the Chindwin
River. You can rely on the Chinese force being concen-

trated and ready for action on time in accordance with plans
already mades I am sure the American air help for the cam-
paign will be present, However, it is impossible to under-
take the offensive with my troops unless the British carry

R
0570
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out their part of the undertaking. All the principle United

Nations spokesmen have pledged that Burma will be recovered

in 1943. I therefore earnestly ask that you urge our British

Mlies to provide the necessary naval, air and land forces

to carry out their part., End of brief of Generalissimo's

message.

I understand that definite progress is being made not only
in preparations of the Chinese troops in India for the Burma ﬁp-“?é
ation but also of the Chinese troops in Yunnan, Units are being
reorganized and equippeds Some of the supply essentlals are even
being flomn in, I feel that we must do something to ensure that
the Chinese put their full weight into the operations which are
due to start in March, Can you suggest any assurance which we
can give Chiang Kel Shek which will have this effect?

Offensive action by the Chinese and the timelinebs of a
thrust into Burma this spring are all important. Te also want
to get started on our alr offensive from China against Jap sea
lanes (if not Japan itself), the moment sufficient and dependable
commnications over Burma warrant such action,

That we may forfeit neither the Chinese potential nor the
1ift to United Nations morale of early action in Burma, I would
like to give the Generalissimo the necessary assurances to prevent
the Chinese attack stalling., We might together go over the sub-
stance of my reply to the Generalissimo later,

Dill has seen this message.

DROLASSIFIED 3
By viat of the U.S.

0571
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WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

/ uf&ﬂ:‘ Jﬂma‘.’"‘.;" 5, 19!1.3-
MEMORANDUM FORVADMIRAL LEARY = /

ADMIRAL KING =
GENERAL ARNOID -

Subjects Burma Operaticna,

On December 28, General Stilwell reported on the
progress being made in preparation of the Chinese for the
coming operation against Burma. The only serious obstacle in
connection with the operation is the Generalissimo's insistence
on & British promise to have a sufficient naval force in the
Bay of Bengal to insure supremacy., The Generalissimo told
Stilwell that all preparations for the operation to jump off
on D-day will go forward, but that the attack will not be
carried out unless the British establish naval predominance
in the Bay of Bengal, In this connection Admiral Somerville
had previously told Stilwell that his naval forces were
insufficient and that there were no prospects for reinforce-
ment, 8tilwell considers it important that some sort of
naval demonstration take place just before D-day,

In a message to the President, on December 28,
Chiang Kai-Shek stated that Mr, Churchill assured the mambers
of the Pacific War Council last spring that a formidable
concentration of eipght battleships, three aircraft carriers,
and other wvessels would be ready in the Indlan Ocean by the
end of the monsoons to participate in the recapture of Burma,
The Oeneralissimo further informed the President of Admiral
Somerville's statement to Stilwell on the insufficlency of
his naval means to take action in the Bay of Bengal,

The Generalissimo, calling attention to a previous
promise on the part of the British in India to make available
seven divisions for the recapture of Burma, now learns from
Stilwell of the British plan to employ tut three divisions in
limited operations loocking toward the capture of Akyab and the
establishment of a line on the Chindwin River., In this same
message he made it clsar to the President that despite the
fact his troops will be ready for the campaipgn in Purma as
plammed, the Chinese could not undertake the offensive unless
tho British carry out their undertakings, as the campalgn
would be doomed to failure, He finally appealed to the Fresident
to urge the British to furnish sufficient naval, air, and land
forces to insure the recapture of Burma, DECLASSIFIED

By Authority of OKDEK
SEC ARMI BY TAG PER 77064

W O LS

E 0572



As you know, Marshal Wavell is skeptical about the
extent of the land operations due to the supply difficulties
that will exist after the monsoon season begins, However,
advantage mist be taken of the willingness of the Chinese to
take the offensive, Means muot be found to give the Generalissimo
the necessary assurance that will enable the attack to Jump off.
1 therefore propose that we submit to the President for his
approval the attached message for the Prime Minister,

1 Inel, - Draft of radio
fr President to
Prime Minlater.

NOTE: The attached correspondence between Field Marshal Sir John

wm=s=s 7311 and General Marshall (Tabs A, B & C) explainsthe build

up to this proposed message from the President to the Prime
Minister,

LASSITIED
tj:mthumr of QRN EL s
04 &4
7 TR
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CUPY

BRITIZN JOINY STAFT NISSION
OFFICES OF THE OOMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFY
WASHINGTON

2nd Jamaary, 192

Dear Harshall

How would this telegram do for our Chiefs
of Staff, or have I sald too maeh?

Reference the seeret lstter in questiom,
I gannot belisve that Wavell ever made the promise

DECLASSIFIED )

Mutnority of G (D222

By
1

pate OUL 26 1972

GUPY

Q74
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PR R— From: Jeint Staff Eissica
Dated: 2ad Jamary, 1943.

PERSCHAL FEOM FIELD MARSHAL DILL

Your C.0.8. (W) 421,

General Marshall is fully aware that mavel actiom im the
Bay of Bengal cammot effect Ravenous and I have asked him to tell
Stilwell se.
2. *Fromise"™ to which Chiang Kai- Shek alludes appears teo
refer to statement attributed to Prime Minmister at Pacifie Commedl
here last June vhem be sald that there would be lerge Eritish nawal
concamtrations im the Indisn Ocesm bafore the end of momsoom season.
All this, I understand most ocomfidentially, has beem put to Presidest
by Chiang Kal Shek.

T.0.0.

H.E.

DEOLASEIFIED
By Authority HM

Br?% nmﬂll:-&ﬁ 19/2
A e,

0575
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DECLASSIFIED
By Authority an

2, 72055¢
BRITISE JOINT STAFF MISBION TR
OFRICES OF THE COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHTNGTON By, PASE e
- Srd January, 1943
0PD
R

Dear Marshall:

My feeling is that this telegram will give
the Prime Minister = wrong impression - 1,84 1% implies
that the Presidesnt thinks thers is some sense in Chiang
Esd ~Ehek’s demsnd for strong navel actiom in th-l Bay of
Bengal and the employment of seven British and Indian

Divisions before the monsoon,

. Buch promises as were made olearly referred

%0 the operations to re-capturs Burma in the fall of this
year after the rains, Would it not therefors be better teo
delete the final sentence of the H& paragraph on page
2 of the draft telegram and sey instead "I feel that we
mist do somsthing to snsure that the Chinese put their
full weight inte the operations which are due toc start in
March, Oan you suggest any adsuranoes whioh we oan give
Chiang Kai-8hek which will have this effectt

Offensive notion by the Chinese and the
timeliness eto™ (as in your draft telegram),

I wuld, or course, be glad to disouss this
further with you if you wish,

oemred 6, 0, e, tors ovr | R DOPY
TR SRR . D11 -




DECLASSIFTED %@

EEC-AMLIAG:W?
Imnatﬂﬁx 11972

DEAFT OF PROPOEED MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDeNT TC PRIML MINISTER

I should like to soquaint you with a message received by me from GCeneral-
issine Chiang Kal Shek. Fogin btrief of Ceneralissimo's message:

Last spring the Prime Minister mssured the members of the Paoific War
Couneil that before the end of the next mensoon season, eight battleships,
thres aireraft carriers and the usual complement of other vessels would be
in the Indisn Ooean to assist in the recapture of Burma. We have been counting
on the support of this naval force, for without it the recapture of Purma will
be imposeible. Ceneral Stilwell upon returning from a conference in India
informs me that Admiral Somerville stated the British Navy has at its disposal
enly a few destroyers and mubmarines for cperations in the Bay of Bengal.
Furthermore, two months ago (eneral Wavell promised Genersl Stilwell the British
oould make seven divisions available to assist in the reecapture of Burma.

Now I learn that only three divisions are to be employed in linited operations
with the objective of capturing Akyab and oecupying the line of the Chindwin
River. '

You can rely on the Chinese foree being concentrated and ready for sstion
on time in ssoordance with plans already rade. I sm sure the Americea air help
for the esmpaipgn will be present, However, it is impossible to undertake the
of fensive with ny troops wnlees the British esrry out their part of the under-
taking, All the prineiple United Nations spokesmen hawe pledged that Burra
will be recovered in 1943. I therefore sarnmestly ask that you urge ocur British
ﬂuntu‘pm:kthtmm,mﬂlﬂﬂnnhmmtm
part, End of trief of Generalissimo's message.

I understand that definite progress is being maderot only in preparations of
the Chinese troops in Indis for the Burma opsratiem but alse of the Chinese treops

0577
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in Yunnmen, Units are being recrganised snd equipped. Cfome of the supply essentials
are even being flown in. The only sericus natters as yet unsettlsd appear to be
th_fl_-_‘hﬂagght out in the Generalissimo's message.

Offensive action by the Chinese and the timeliness of m thrust into Purma
this spring ere all important. e aleo want to get started om our eir offmsive
from Chine againet Jap sea lanes (if not Japen itself), the moment sufficient and
dependable commmications over Purma werrsnt such actica,

That we mey forfeit neither the Chinese potential nor the 1ift to United
Nations worale of sarly sotiem in Purma, ] would like to give the Ceneralissime
the necessary sssurances to prevent the Chincee sttack stalling. Ve might together
go over the subatanoe of my reply to ‘he Generslissimo leter.

D411 has sean this message.

FRANKLIN D, ROCSEVELT

DECLASEIFIED

By Authority of QEE EE_._,
SECAKMY RY TAG PER 720444

vy RAHIRe - NBY 11972
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Field Marshal Dill,
Public Health Building,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Dill:y

Thanks very much for your ocmments on the proposed
message to the Prime Minister refersmoe the Gensralissimo's
telegram to the President,

I sx sending the redraft of this message, which
now inoorporates the change you suggested, to Leahy, King
and Arnold,

As regards your message to the British Chiefs of
8taff on the ssms subject, I sm returning it herewith,
together with following suggestion, In view of the Jp
oapabllity to reinforce Burma by ses; don't you think we
might smplify the first paragraph scmewhat as follows:

. "Marshall and Stilwell are sware that naval
superiority in Bay of Bengal is not esssntial to
"Ravenous™ prior to the monsoon. A navel threat to
movement of Japsnese reinforcements by sea is believed
necessary and assurance of the means to establish this
threat would, they think, greatly resssure the
Generalissimo and fasilitate wholehearted participation
on his part for "Ravencus™,"

Faithfully yours,

Chief of Btaff,

Enﬂl-
DECLASSTFIED

3
By Autbority ot DKPDEK

SEC ARMY BY TAG FEEK 7oty
ryv- AT

E
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— January 7, 1943.

From: Opnav
1o 2 Alusna, London

From the President for Former Naval Person personal

e Qo255

Your 255, am referring matter to Eisenhower for

»

his consideration. Sounds good to me.

ROOSEVELT.

Released at White House Map Room
at 1930 EWT, 1-7-43.

W CNor

C. MOTT,
Lieutenant, U.S.N.R.

DECLASSIFIED

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library
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DECLAESIFIED

By Deputy Archivist of the U.S.

By
From: Opnav
To: Alusna, London Date vV 1197

From the President for Former Neval Person personal and
—No. 256.

I wholly approve of vour wview that we should send a
message to Stalln generally as indlcated in your 260. I
suggest the followlng changes in the draft vyou sent me:

Paragraph (B) to be changed to read: "VWhen this
1s accemplished, we intend in July, or earlier ifr
possible, to selze Sicily with the object of clearing
the Mediterranean, promoting an Ttalian collapse with
the consequent effect on Greece and Yugoslavia, and
wearing down the German alr force; this to be closely
followed by an overatlon in the Eastern Mediterranean,
nrobably agalinst the Dodecanese".

Paragraph (D), change this paregravh to read as
follows: "We are also nushing preparations to the limit
of our resources for a cross-channel operation in
Auguat, in which both British and U.5. units would
participate. Here again, shipping and asseult landing
craft will be limiting fectora. If the operation 1is
delayed by weather or other reasons, it will be pre-

pared with stronger forces for September. The timing

of this attack must of course be dependent upon the

B
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Pres-PM #256. Page two.

conditlion of Germen defensive nossibilities across

the Channel ' at that time."

Please inform Stalin that I approve of thlas message. I

was thrilled by your visit to Inonu. All goes reasonable well

here. I teke it that your bride and my brldegroor have not

yet started throwing the crockery. T trust the marricege will

be consummated.

ROOSEVELT

Released from the White House Map
Room at 1250, EWT, 5 February 1943.

WO Wz~

W. C. MOTT
Lt. Comdr., U.S«.N.E.

DECLASSIFIED
gy Deputy Aro vist of the U.8.
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= EROPOSED DMMETZ -
— “ February 5, 1943,
From: Opnay
To: Alusna, London

From the Presldent for Former Havﬁl Person personal and
-m. 256,
I wholly approve of your view that we should send s
message to Stalin generally as indicated in your 260. I suggeat the
following changes in the draft you sent me:
Paragraph (B) to be changed to read: "When thils 1sa
accomplished, we intend in July, or earlier if possible,
to selze Blelly with the object of clearing the Medlterranean,
promoting an Itallan collapse with the consequent effect
on Greece and Yugoslavia, and wearing down the German sir
foree; this to be closely followed by an operation in the
Eastern Mediterrsnean, probably against the Dodecanese",
Paragraph (D), change thils paragraph to read as follows:
"We are also pushing preparations to the limit of our rescurces
for a cross-channel nparation in August, in which both
British and U.3. unlts would participate. Here again, shipping
and assault landing craft will be 1limiting factora. If the
operation is delayed by weather or other reasona, it will be
prepared with stronger forces for September. The timing
of this attack must of course be dependent upon the condition
of German defenslve possiblilitles aercss the Channel at that
tima.“ ' - m mgm?(
was thr m g;rd:raﬁ t":. Inonu. .!.11 j
reasonably well here. I talke it that your bride andfbridugruom have
not yet started throwing the crockery. I trust the marriage will be

consummated,

ROOSEVELT.

DECLASBIFIED




Prom: Opnav
To: Alusna, London

From the Preslident for Former Naval Person personal and
SO o, 2s6.
I wholly approve of your view that we should send a
message to Stalin generally as indicated in your 260. I suggest the
following changes in the draft you sent me:
Paragraph (B) to be changed to read: "when this 1s
acocomplished, we intend in July, or earlier if poasible,
to selze Sioily with the object of clearing the Mediterranean,
promoting an Italian collapse with the consequent effect
on Oreece and Yugoslavia, and wearing down the German alr
foresj; this to be closely followed by an opsration in the
Eastern Mediterranean, probably agalnst the Dodecansse".
Paragraph (D), change this paragraph to read as follows:

"We are also pushing preparations to the limit of our resources
for a ocross=channsl operation in August, 1in which both
British and U.S. units would participate. Here again, shipping
and assault landing eraft will be limiting factors. If the
operation ls delayed by westher or other reasons, it will be
prepared with stronger foreces for Septembar. The timing
of this attack must of courss be dependent upon ths ocondition
of German defensive po“ihﬂl.thl across ths Channel at tha

B ik i R SRR
I was by your visit to Inonu. ﬂlgﬂ-l

reasonably well here, I take it that your bride unﬁfbrﬂim have
not yet satarted throwing the orookery. I trust the marriage will be

consummated.,

Ly DEOLASSIFIED 9.8,  ROOSEVELT.

1at of the 0. ~
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

February 4, 1943.

MENORANDUM FOR: General Marshall Al
ﬂﬁﬂrﬂ.ﬁngh_ﬂffjl;

Subject: Message to Mr. Stalin.

" Attached hereto as Incl. A 1is a
message recelved by the President from
the Prime Minister. It contalins a
suggested radio to kr. Stalln.

Attached as Incl. B is the reply
which the President proposes to send
to the Prime Miniater.

The President would like to have
your concurrence invthis reply so that
he may dispatch 1t thls afternoon.
Admiral Leahy has elready expressed hils
concurrence.

* = L DEA
T U
By Authority ofj.ﬁ__—
N2 nlay /972

oy BLiEE s vete m F
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From: London
Tos: The President of the Unlted States
No. 260, February 3, 1943,

Former Naval Ferson to Fresldent Roosevelt personal and
most secret.

See Stalin's telegram to us both of January 30, I think
he 13 entlitled to more precise information, and no one can
keep secrets better.

I think therefore we should say that -

(a). There are guarter of a million Germans and
Itallans in Esstern Tunisla. We hope to destroy or
expel these during April, if not earlier.

(b). VWhen this 1s accomplished we intend, in
July or earlier if possible, to attack Italy scross
the Central Mediterranean with the object of promoting
en Ttalian collapse, and establishing contact with
Yugoslavia., We expect to meet with serious opposition
from German forces. If not, our task will be much
easlier,

(¢). This operetion will involve all the shipping
and landing craft we can get together in the Medlterranean
and all the troops we can have trained in assault landing
in time, and will be of the order of three or four hundred
thousand men. We shaell press eny advantage to the utmost
once ports of entry and landing bases have been established.

(d). We are aiming at August for a heavy operation
across the Channel, for which between seventeen and twenty
British and US divisions will be avellable, of whlch four
to seven will be U3 divisions, with a2 pgross strength of
fifty thousand each. Here again asssult landing craft
will be a limiting factor. Weather may, of course, spoll
the Channel operation, in which case 1t wlll be prepared
with stronger forces for Sept.

(e). Both the operations will be supported by very
large US and Brit Air Forces, and that across the Channel
by the whole metropolitan air force of Great Brit. To-
gether these operations strain to the very utmost the
shipping resources of Oreat Brit and the U3,

BEGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British

Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-20-72 L
By R. H. Pnrl:uﬁp D:t-: “\f 6 1972 /J'? {:/ 4“
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It would also say that in esccepting the conclusions of
our Comblned Chiefs of Staff, the Presldent and the Prime
Minister have enjolned upon them the need for the utmost
speed and for reinforcing the attacks to the extreme limit
that 1s humenly and physically possible, Let me know what
you feel about all this. I have talked 1t all over with
CIGS who 1s in egreement.

I am so glad that you are home again. I hope all has
gone well with the constitution. I shall soon be moving
back by steges. Kindest regards to Harry.

Prime

BRCRAINE WHCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., Btate Dept. tel., 8-20-72
By R E Farks Date MAY b Wiz

we———
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PROPOSED DRAFT

SECRET Fahrﬁérr 3, 1943

From: Opnav
To : Alusna, London

From the President for Former Neval Person personal
and secret No. 256.

1 wholly approve of your proposed draft of message
to Stalin quoted in your number 260. Will you please send
it and sign my name as well as yours. T was thrilled by
your visit to Inmonu. All goes reasonably well here. I
take it that your bride and my bridegroom have not yet
started throwing the crockery. I trust the marriage will

be consummated. -

ROOSEVELT

DECLASSIFIED
ty Arghiviet of the U.8.

foc/ O
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8 Fobruary 1243

PRICRITY

From : Opnav

Tos Alusna London

From the President for Former Naval Person personal and
_Ho- 257,

Your 281 of February 8 I am in agreement to your announoing .
on February 1l the placing of your Eighth Army under the command of
Geheral Eissnhower and the appointment of Alexander as deputy under
Eisenhower, and also the appointment of Tedder.

It 1s my oplnion that cooperation by French forces will be
best if the American Supreme Command in Worth Africa is stressed, and I
congider it inadvisable to release and thereby make available to the
enemy any information whatever as to the details of the duties of Alex-
ander or Tedder,

It is recommended that British and American press officers in
London send me draft of proposed press release and London time of release
in order that the news may be given to the press of both countries
similtanecusly.

I am so glad you ere safely bmck. You have accomnlished

marvels.
ROCSEVELT e :
h -. L]
Raleasad from the White Fouse DEOLABSIFIED
Vap Room,at 2245, BNT, B Feb 1043 By ty Archiviet of the U.B.
' Blaa By.
t (3r) iR Da L1924
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TELEGRAM @

The ﬁl'pte House

FROM MAP ROOM_.FOR GEN WATSON X FROM PRESIDENT TO PRIME X YOUR TWO
SIX WNE OF FEBRUARY EIGHT | AM IN AGREEMENT TO YOUR ANNOUNCING ON
FEBRUARY ELEVEN THE PLACING OF YOUR EIGHTH ARMY UNDER THE COMMAND
OF GENERAL EISENHOWER AND THE APPOINTMENT OF ALEXANDER AS DEPUTY
UNDER EISENHOWER COMA AND ALSO THE APPOINTMENT OFBTEDDER PD PARA
IT IS MY OPINION THAT COOPERATION BY FRENCH FORCES WILL BE BEST IF
THE AMERICAN SUPREME COMMAND IN NORTH AFRICA IS STRESSED COMMA AND
| CONSIDER IT INADVISABLE TO RELEASE ANDTHEREBY MAKE AVAILABLE TO
THE ENEMY ANY INFORMATION WHATEVER AS TO THEW DUTIES OF

ALEXANDER OR TEDDER PERIOD XX IT IS REEDHHEHDEEHTHET BRITISH AND
’? AMERI&AN PRESS RELEASE OFFICERS IN LONDON SEND MM DRAFT OF@PROPOSED
PRESS | RELEASE IN ORDER THAT THE NEWS MAY BE GIVEN TO THE PRESS

OF BOTH COUNTRIES SIMULTANEOQUSLY

NOTE FROM MOTT TO GENERAL
WATSON X ABOVE 1S' PXOPOSED DRAFT|COMPOSED BY ADMR LEAHY X IF

APPROVED IN ITS ENTIRETY SUGGEST |MAP ROOM BE NOTIFIED BY PHONE
. ANDC IT CAN BE SENT IMMEDIATE

e T

.-/;- A/ A wp ;’{Lta_/ Al : d.-/l{’ Lré = yf,.h.. [‘f—ﬂi
/'{fﬁd-#y»f, ofl 1 sl frede ) ;_,f'ﬂ ; . 3 2
V Tulvese 4«
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FROM: PRES IDENT .:?/ ¥ /43
TO: FRIUE

Your 261 of February 8 I am in agreement to your
announcing on February 1l the placing of your Elghth 'Army
under the command of General Elsenhower and the appointment
of Alexamier as deputy.under Elsenhower, and alsc the
appointment of Tedder.

It is my opinion that cooperation by French forces will
be best if the Amerlcan Supreme Command in North Africa 1l1a
stressed, and I conslder 1t Inadvisable to release and
thereby make avallable to the enemy any information whatever
as to thﬂ':;pnrtiuulﬁr ‘d‘utlas of Alexander or Tedder.

It is recommended that British and American press
officers in London send me draft of proposed press re'-laau-
and London time of release in order that the news may be

glven te the press of both countries simultansously., **

ROCSEVELT
ptilp L W dl Ze W Yo Mg ,,,-',_,,,_,_T_;- g o ot A it
el Ly Ol Sooky X of Sppoeied b g Ty
e IF--’! -.:l‘: Bl s -“f".' - '/.?a"" .'-‘}f J"" 'If I'-{.""- £ """'f "'/ fare -
AR e 7 ! Py £ /
-, H',u)‘r
v

* ghange "partiouler” to "details of the"
*+ add new para "I am so glad you are safely back. You have

accomplished marvels,"

NOTE: Corrections dictated by Captain Oreer from Fyde Park by phone,

authorized by General Watsonm, ihf;

DECLASSTFIED '
By Dopu viet of the U.S.
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- 10 February 1943

OPERATIONAL PRIORITY -~ ™ DEOLARSTFIED
e i, k

By Deputy Archiviat of the U.8,

From: Cpnav

To: Aluvsna London

From the President for the Former Naval Person personal and

I am making a twenty minute broadeast Friday evening at White
House Newspaper Man's Smcker, In regord to the bride and hridegroom
problem I thourht of saying sa.-:athi:'lw along the following lines;

Cnote. At the Casablance Conf@rence the Prime *nistér-“and
I made it abundantly clear to all o; ovr French friends tﬁ;t we era
waging war in French North Africe arainst the Axis Powars and that
this is a part of the effort of the Tnited Nations for the liberation
of Franoe itself, We alsc made 1t olear thet we welcome unity of all
Fremehrnen in aiding this great objective, and thet only the French
people themselves, after they shall have regained their libverty,
can determine for themselves the Government they desire. WNothing
should be done now outside of France to influence or prajudice that
untrammeled fresdom of the Frenech later on and sverything should be done
for present unity toward the orosecution of the war. Tnquote,

If you speak at secret session of the House on Thursday 1 do
wish yov would give !"",m-‘f sugrestion of what you proposs to sy,

I stil]l do not 1like tha tHinpas that defaulle and his
headquarters are sayine to the Press., I understand that he intimated

I 0593
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Pres=Prime #2608, Pape two.

vesterday some form of elsotions in North Africa for a systam of
cantral govermment. In my judrement this would reise the Jewish
end Moslem troubles. I sald to both Giraud and deGaulle that

alections should not be held.

ROCEEVELT .
DECLASSIFIED
., De t-r i'il‘ of the ﬂ-ﬂ-
By,
Date

T W S—
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February 10, 1943.

FORMER HNAVAL PERSOH

I am making a twenty wminute broadcast Friday evening
at White House Newspaper Men's Smoker, dmb ‘n regard to the
brice and bridegroom problem I thought of saying something
along the following line:

At the Casablanca Conference the Prime Minister and
I made 1t abundantly clear to all of our French friends
that we are waging war in French North Africa against the
Axis Powers and that this is a part of the efiort oif the
United Nations for the liberation of France itself. We
also made 1t wewssskkbdey clear that we welconme unity of all
Frenchmen in aiding this great cbjective, and that ;nly
the French people themselves, after they shall have regained
their liberty, can determine for themselves the Government
they desire. Nothing should be done now outside of France
to influence or prejudice that untrammeled freedom of the

French later on and everything should be done for present

Has¥ Al A egpee!

—

i e s i T i
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unity towarc the prosecution of the war'.

If you speak at secret session of the House on Thursday
I do wish you would glve me any suggestion of what you
propose bto say.

I still do not like the things that deGaulle and his

heasuguarters are saying to the Press. I understand that

he intimated!yesterday some form of elections in Horth

i
Africa g system of central government chewhdsss . In my
A

Judgment this would ralse the Jewish and Moslem troubles.

I saild Jbath Girg\;?,and daﬁaullejZ«? r/nmhl
ihputil 2T b Kild

ROOBEVELL.

sl .
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] 10 February 1943

OPERATIONAL PRIORITY

From: Opnav

To: Alusna, Londom

For the Former Naval Parson from the President personal and
secret No. 259,

Your 263.

I see no particular harm in method you surgest announeing
appointments and will procsed socordingly. I am sending Eisenhower'a

name to Senate Thuradey noon to be full general.

ROOSEVELT
Released from the White House Map
Room at 13656, EWT, February 10, 1943.
W. Co HOTT
Lt. Comdr., U.5.¥.R.
DECLASSIFIED

the E'I-BI

ty Archivist of
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

0598




m 11 Februery 1843,
7 WAL PRIORITY

From: Opnav

To: Alusne, London

Personal and _i‘or the Former Naval Person from the
President, despatch No. 260.

That is an axcellent thought about Anthony Eden. Delighted
to have him come == the szoconer tha better,

Your speech was grand end will do lots of pood everywhere.

ROOSEVELT

Released from the Map Room et
1815, EWT, Febr

CHESTER "FAMNOND
Lt. Colcnel, General Staff,

DECLASSIFIED
ty Archivict of the U.8.

s e el i

e s i e
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O - February 11, 1943.
2l

FORMER NAVAL PERSON
That is an excellent thought about Anthony Eden.
Delighted to have him come -- the sooner the better.

Your speech was grand and will do lots of good

— ___everywhere..

ROOSEVELT
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February 19, 1543
OPERATIONAL PRIORITY

For the Former Naval Person from the President personal apd °
-Hu. 261.

In sccordance with our dlsousslons et Casablenca, I think the
time has arrived to make definite arrancements for a third Soviet
protocel to cover the verlied July 1, 194% to Juna 30, 1044,

I feel our two countries should make & cormbined offer to Pussia
somawhat similer in principle to the offering under the second
protocol. If you agree, 1 would be pleased if you would desienate
soms one to represent you in discussicons to be held hers in the
formulation of the protocol. I am desipnating Harry Hopkins as
my representative,

In order to initiste sctior, we have already asked Rusaia for
&t statement of ker needs from Tnited Stetes production during above
periods r

Foosevelt

Relansed from the White Fouse Map Room
st 1815, ENT, February 18, 1843, by:

W O/ #

W. Co NOTT DEOLABBIFIED

Lt. Comdr. g Ta83.HR,

L L T e e YT
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 19, 1943,

MEMORANDUM FOR MISS TULLY.

I RECOMMEND THAT THIS CABLE EE

P

H.L.H.

SIGHED.

| 0602
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267 )
FEBRUARY 19, 1943.
FROM: THE PRESIDENT
TO: THE PRIME MINISTER

In accordance with our discussions at Casablanca,
I think the time has arrived to make definite arrangements
for a third Soviet protocol to cover the period July 1, 19.3
to June 30, 1944.

I feel our two countries should meke a combined
of fer to Russia somewhat similar in principle to the offering
under the second protoecol. If you agree, I would be pleased
if you would designate some one to represent you in dlscusslons
to be held here in the formulation of the protocol. I am
designating Harry Hopkine as my representative.

In order to initiate action, we have slready asked

Russia for = statement of her needs from United States production

DECLASSIFIED
chiviot of

during above peried.

4he U.B.

Date

0603



Mareh 5, 1943,
OPERATIONAL PPIORITY DECLASSIFIED

By peputg Archiviat of the U.8.

From: Oonav
Jif= T Alusna, London

Tor the Former Naval Person from the President. Personal
anﬂ- No. 262
Replying to you message 271 of March ALth I am sorry we
falled to send you my reply to Stalin's message of February 16th
which I sent to him on February 22nd and which is guoted herewlth
following
Quote I haye recelved your message of February 16th in

which you present certain considerations that you have communicated
to Mr. Churchill in reply to his message to vou of February 1l2th.

I regret equally with vou that the Aiifép-e?fnrt in
North Africa d4id not proceed 1n accordance with the schedule which was
interrupted by unexpected heavy rains that mede the roads extremely
difficult for both trcops and suppllies enroute from our landing
perts to the front lines and made the fields and mountains impassable.

I realize fully the adverse effect of thls delay on
the common allied effort and I am taking every possible step to begln
at the earliest possible moment successful agegressive actlon against
the Axls forces in Africa with the nurnose of accomplishing thelr
destruction.

You are fully informed in regard to the wide dispersion
of America's transportation facilitles at the present time and I can

assure you that we are making a maximum effort to increase the outvut

0604



of ships to improve our transportation.

I understand the importance of a military effort on
the Continent of Europe at the earliest practicable date in order
to reduce Axis resistance to your herole army, and you may be sure
that the American war effort will be projected onto the Continent
of Europe at a3 early a date subsequent to success in North Africa
as transportation facllities can be provided by our maximum effort.

We hope that the success of your heroic army, which

is an inspiration to all of us, will continue. Signed ROOSEVELT.

Unquote

I heve no suggested changesa to your proposed reply to

Stalin as contained in your number 271 to me.

In view of my reply to Mr. Stalin it does not seem

advisable that your message be considered a joint message from

both of us.

ROOSEVELT.
W

Released at the White House Map Room
1135 EWT, March 5, 1943.

A% e
W. C. MOTT,

Lieut-Comdr.,U.S5.N.R. DECLASSTFTED

By Depty Archivist of the U.S8.
-rﬂ%%mﬁ__
pate__N 11911
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CPTRATTOVAL PRIOPITY Yarch 20, 1943
From: Conay
To 1 Alusna, Tondon o«

. ~

For the Former Yaval Perzon from the Presideant, Personal

and -'v'ﬁ. 263

Your messare of March 1Ffth,

In the face of known Germen navel and air force conecentration

; SN
on ronte of March convey (J. W. 54) there appears to ho no military
Justification for its departura st scheduled time,

In ennsiﬂopiﬁiun however of posaibls pu}iti}ni implications

-

it is in my view, adviseble to inform Stelin snly that in view of

Archivist of ths U.8.

knewn German preparations for its destruction srd in view of the

Impoasibility of ﬁnoélginq at the pragant tiﬁa.aﬁﬂquﬁtu protection

in the restricted waters, it is negessary to postpons its Asparture.

I am in agreemant with you to not unload convoy (J. W, 54)
and, as & deception move, to start !t under protection of the Tleet,
if you consider such s move desirable, withr tha intantion of Aivertine
the convoy to Teeland.

W share vour Alstrese over rasent ainkin-s in the Atlantis
which wa munt sndesver to reduce by the provision of alditional long
ranre airplanes without any delay., T will orovide as many as can be
made evailable and T hope vou can suzment the mmber. Additional
escort vessals cennot be provided at this time and there is no time
to losa.

Tn another three or four wesks it may of course he neceassary to

. - e e e SRl it
A —
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Comuay o
-

break the news o Stalin that convoys to Pumsia =ust be interruvpted until
Aupust or September in order to provids for the Pusky effort, hut it
saema to ma now that a delav in sivine hin the bad news world be the
wisar course. TIneidentally none of ua ean he positive abont the
situntion four or five months hence. Will won send me wour nroposed

magsare to Stalin.

ROOSEVELT

Ralenasd at the “hita Youse Yap TRoom
1200 =W, Yareh- 20, 1947,

W EMott

W. C. ¥0OTT,

]

Iieunt=Comdr, , V,8.N.0,
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: 4 (3/20/43) |

DECLASSIFIED
PRESIDENT TO PRIME Il-m vist of the U.8.
Dltl

42 243 Your message rﬁ March 18th.

In the fece of known German naval and air force concentration

on route of March convoy (J. W. 54) there appears tc be no military
Justification for its departure at scheduled time.

In conslderatlion however of possible politlcal impllcationa

it 1s in my view advisable to inform Stalin only that in view of
Imown German preparaticns for its deastruction and in view of the
impossibility of providing at the present time adequate protection
in the restricted waters, 1t is necessary to postpone ita departure,

I am in agreement with you to not unload convoy (J. W. 54)
and, as a deception move, to start it under protection of the Fleet,
if you conslder such a move desirable, with the intention of diverting
the convoy to Iceland.

We share your distress over recent sinkings in the Atlantle i
which we must endeavor to reduce by the provision of additional long
range alrplanes without any delay. I will provide as many as can be
made avallable and I hope you can augment the number., Additional
escort vessels cannot be provided a£ this time and there 1s no time

to lose, ')h s Miee m;‘;"""-"‘ rpl-'!bé'f 1/ o

of course be necessary emse to break t news to

Stalin that convoys to Russis must be interrupted until August or

Hasieyy-would -be-the ylser.oourse. 9»:»:/&..;" ..L’H-‘-x-‘\
les f max ﬁﬁﬁa/”?'ﬂ‘- A dooee?” Yo mr“,.,., 7

L ey 'tfrw ' gé.”// FLa 7—
ﬂ;d J Ty W , - E :

afosr o1l Duvk oa B )t o N/ Adve. B /I"‘b"'“’
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March 20, 194%,
OPFRATIONAL PRTORITY

From:  Opnav,
To: Aluspa, london,.

From the President for ths Former Naval Person personal and
W . i,

Wie are potting a number of remorts of rather lerpge German
movements, aspeclally of materisl, to Spanish border. I wish
you would let m# lnow how much importanee your people attach to
this.

I think that if it developes into a definite threat to invade
Spain, the Comhined Staffs should immediately study methods of
reestablishing the Duke of Wellington's war of a mumber of yours

8ro. We should not be caurht without an answer which would be

affective.

Roosevelt,

Heleased from the White Hovse Map Rnnm,,
et 1515, ¥¥T, Varch 20, 1943,

Rear Admirel , 7', S, Navy,
¥aval Alde to the President,

RS .. — -~
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From: Opnev
Tot Aluvane, Lopdon

From the President for ths Formar Nevel Person nerszanel end —
no. 265,

Réforring to your proposed message to Stelln delivered by Mr. Eden, I agree
with wvou. 1 have efter seriove congideration further conecludad that wo ere not
ustified in westing evailable tonnapme by keeplng the presenmt Russian convoy
?J. W. 64) loaded, end thet it 135 adyisable to zive Stalin the ineviteble bad
news now. It is suzgested that your proposed megsare he smended sg follows:

"1, The Gerzens have concentrated at Narvik & powerful betile flset con-
gisting of '"Tirpitz', "Scherphorst'!', 'Litzow', ons six-inch aruiser and eipght
destroyere,  Thuc dsnzer to Ruselan convoys which I described in -y messsge to
you of July 17th, lest vear hos beon revived in even more mensoing form. I told
you then thet we did not think it right te risk cur Fome Fleet In EBarents See
where it esould be:brought under atteck of Germen shore-hesed aircreft and U-boats,
without adequate protection areinat eltherjy and I expleinad that if cne or two of
our mozt medern battlaships were to Yo lost or. even seriovsly deameged while 'Tir-
pite! and other lerge units of the German battle fleet romained in sction, the
wHole commend ofythe Atlentic would ba jeopardized with dire aonsogrences to our
COmmon Ccouns.

"2+ President Roocsovelt and I have therafore decided with the proatest
reluctence that it iz impossible to provide edequete protsction for the next
Rueslan convey and thet without suph protecilon thera ik not the alightest chenoce
of rny of tho ships resching you In the face of the Imown Garmon preparations for:
thelr destruction. OCrders heve therefore been iszsusd that selling of Varch convoy
fr to be postiponed.

"¥, It is 5 ereat Mseppointment to Preaident Rocsevelt and myself taoat it
ghould ta necessary to gostpone Varch comvoys Had it not besn for German conesn=
fration 1t kad been cur firm intonticn to send you & convoy of 30 ships emch in
Warch end arein esrly Mey. At the samé tlme 7o fesl it cnly right to let you kriow
ot once thet ft will not bo poasible to continua convoys by-Hortkern routs after
serly Yoy, sines from that time onward avery tingle escort vesssl will be required
te supsort cur cffencive cperstions in the Nediterranean leoaving only & minimum to
salerunrd cur lifeline in the Atlentie, In the lattsr we heve had prievous snd
elacst vaprscedentesd losans durlng tho last thres weeka. Assuming FUSKY poes well
we ghould hope to resume the conveys in early Septembers provided dispositicn of
Germon main units permits and that the situstion in Horth Atlantio is suoh as to
eheble us bo provide the necessery escorts and coverins force.

"4, Wo are doling ocur utmost to incresse the flow of supplies by Southarn

- S e — e en e e el [ T~
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route,

The meathly fisure hos been more than doubled in *he lpst six morths,

#e heve reason to hope that inoresse will srosress end that firuras for Aupugt

will resch 240,000 tons.
lnereassd sichtelfold in 12 monthe,
ially increpse shipments vie Viedivestok.

When you send this or similar weagss-e
za send conlirming or supporting messare,

TESEESE .

38d from the Yap Room
e TRT Morch 28, 1943F

ssogke K. Elsn

Lisutensnt (4p) TsvR

If this 1g achioved, the monthly Aelivery

11 haove

Furthermore the Tnited States will mater-

This vdll in some way offset both
yeur Mssppointment and ours et the interruption to northorn convoyss"

R OSEVELT

-
#
.



- - W ch 27, 1943,

PRESIDENT TO PRIME

#JJ{. Referring to your proposed message to Stalin delivered

DECLASSTFIED

By Deputy Archiviet of

3 adme Il L Lt

by kr. Ed‘ntﬁF heve after serious consideratl éaﬁiétdad that we
are not Justifled in wastinz avallable tonnage by keeping the
present Russian convey (J.W. 54) loaded, and that it is advlsable
to give Stalin the inevitable bad news now. It i3 suggested that
your proposed message be amended ms follows:

"]l. The Cermans have concentrated at Narvik a powerful battle
fleet consisting of "Tirpltz", "Scharnhorst", "Lutzow", one
six-inch cruiser and eight destroyera. Thus danger to
Russlan convoys which I deacribed in my mesaage to you. of

July 17th last year has been revived in even more menacing
forme T told you then that we did not think 1t right to risk
our homs fleet .in Barents Sea where 1t cnuid be brought under
attack of Cerman shore-based alreraft and U=-boets, without
adequate protactlon aceinst elither; and I explained that irf
one or two of our most modern battleshipa were to be loast

or even sericusly damaged while "Tirpitz" aend other large
units of the Cerman battle fleet remeined in ection, the whols
command of the Atlantic would be Jeopardized with dira

E conaaquencas to Oour common CAUSO. 3
2. President Roosevelt and I heve therefore decided with
the grestest reluctance that it is impossible to provide

adequate protectlon for the next Russlan convey and that
without such protection there is not the slightest chance of
any of the ships reachinz you in the face of the known Cerman
preparations for their destruction. Ordera have thereforse been
issued that saillng of lMarch convey 1s to be postponed.
S It 1a a groat dlsappointment to President Roosevelt and
myself that it should be necessary to poatpone March convoy.
Had it not been for German concentration 1t had been our firm
intentlon to send you a convoy of 30 ships each In Maroh and -
again ecrly May. At the same time we feel it only ripght to ' 0512
. lat/




: - R

let you know at once that it will not be possible to cont inue
convoys by lorthern route after early May, since from that
time onward every single escort vessel wlll be required to
support our offenaive cperations in the Medlterranean leaving
only & minimum to saleguard our lifeline in the Atlantic.

In the latter we have had zgrievous and almest unprecedented
losses during the lest three n;eka. Assuming HUSKY goes well
we should hope to resume the convoys in early September .
provided dispeoslition of German main units permita and that tho
situation in North Atlantic ia such as to enable us to provide
the necessary escorts and covering force,

4, ¥We are doing our utmost to increase the flow of supplies
by Southern route. The monthly figure has been more than
doubled in the last six montha, We have reason to hope that
inerease wlll progress and that flgures for August will reach
240,000 tona., I this 1s achleved, the monthly dellvery will
have Increased slght-fold in 12 monthas. Purthermore the Unlted
States will materlially incresse shipments wvia Vladivostok.

This will in some way offset both your disappointment and ours

at the interruption to northern convoys."

a%?ﬁfiaa :?.anjd 2 T




March 209, 1648

PRIORITY

From; Opoavy
Tor Alusna, London

From the President for the Former Vaval Person personal tﬂ_
no EBG.

Replying to your messsge handed me by Anthomy, we shall find all
the ships for FUSKY and are going to scraps the bottom otherwlise but
wa oannot escape the fact that something must give if all of our
military operations are to be fully supporteds I am going $nto this
matter in detail and Anthony will bring you my immediate views.

RCOSEVELT

Released from the Map Room
at 2030 ENT March 28, 1943

Robert H.Myers
Lisutenant (3jg) "BWR

DECLASEIFIED

By D y Archivist of the U.8.
n:ﬂé&hmk_
pate__NOV= 1 1971 =
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— 1 vach 29, 1943

J—

PROPOSED MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT TO THE PRIME MINISTER: ae R
o b %

LR S
=1

AEPLYING TO YOUR MESSAGE HANDED ME BY ANTHONY, WE SHALL
FIND ALL THE SHIPS FOR HUSKY AND ARE GOING TO SCRAPE THE BOTTOM
OTHERWISE BUT WE CANNOT ESCAPE THE FACT THAT SOMETHING MUST GIVE
IF ALL OF OUR HIILITAR'I OPERATIONS ARE TO BE FULLY SUPPORTED.

I AM GOING INTO THIS MATTER IN DETALL AND ANTHONY WILL BRING

YOU MY IMMEDIATE VIEWS.

| oL
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- VARCH 20, 1043,

PROM: OPHAY

TO 1 ALUVSNA, LOMDOE

PERSOMAYT, FROM THE PRESTDENT FOR THE TORMER MAVAL PETSON
NO. 28T7.

SOKE BAFYI

ROOSEVELT

Heleasad from tha White Hovse lap Foom
at 1700, BT, lerch 30, 1543,

o
ﬂewww HARIOND,

1t. Colonel, Senaral Staff,

MCTE FOP RECORD: This message is the reply to Prine's No. 276, The
letter referrad to In these despatches is in Mes Tully's files, and
is not to be filed in the ep Room. (ver Adnirsl “rown),
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

#2007 March 30, 1943.

———— 4

FOR FORMER NAVAL PERSON

SOME BABY!

ROOSEVELT
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