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~PRIORITY January l, 19~S. 

From: Oonnv 
To: Coml1a"Eu 

l!o . 249 personal and the President to the 

Fonter !leva) Person. 

Our censor plano to issue just before do~&rture the followin~ 

instruations to all panera , radio and lrlro communieetiono eyeteme: 

Quote . Tho Presi dent is r,oin~ on another trip in tho 

imme~!oto future and f or security reanons no co~ont should be made 

on his wher eabouts or the ourpoee of the trip until a release is 

aonroved by thi~ orfice . Vnquote. 

I am particularly anxious t het no confidential 1nfo~at1on be 

~iven to the oross tf.s to t.ho place or time of SYliBOL. I wonder 

if your conaor coul d ~ivo out subut•nt1ally t he same statement to 

your cmn press ro~ardin~; you as well u myself. J intend to a lamp 

do~~ tho lid a few hours before 1 leo~e . 

ROOSSIIBLT 

J'r om tho Ylhite House !I.Ap Room Roleaned 
at 1855, 

~?~~--~d._ 
Cli::STSP l!AY!'OIID 

Lt. Colonel, General Statt 
ll!CLASSTP'!ID 

BJ D ty Ar 1v1nt of t he 0.8. 

~-~*¥-.., 
Date._.w;L,I;;,._......,."-'-----
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' 
c 1c• ' tu.lW'~'"J ~ 

~\ (yt_ I~":: .. January 1, 1943. 

F'romt 
Tot 

Opna .. 
Aluona , London 

'· 
Poroonal and ••• ., o, 250 from tho Prcoi dent to tho Fo=er 

Nnval Poreon. 

In reply to your 24P J fool very 1tron~ly thot we have a 

military occupation in N"rth Africa and ao ouch our Co~din~ 

Gonoral hao c~?loto ohor•o of all mattero ei-.11 aa .. 11 ao ail-

itary. We muat not lot any of our French friendo t'or-.et this !'or a 

noment. By the samo token I don't wont any of them to think that 

we n.re n,oinr.. to racoy:n\ tft any one or any col!Witte" or ,roup •• 

rooreeent1nr; the french 'lo,·ArM.ent or the french Empire. The neople 

or Fronre will settle th~ir awn affair• otter we ha~o won thia war. 

llntil then'"' con dool with lcool fronohmen on o. local bao11 

wherever our armiea occupy form~r French territory. And 1r theae 

loral otN cialo wor't play ball we wi 11 ha,•o to replace th ... 

I a~ree ttot Elaenhow•r ht-a ho~ to onond too :uch ti~• on \ 
political affaire b\lt !,!arah&ll has oont hll" very oX'plioit inotruetion!/ -
on thia point. J don•t ~now whether Kioenhower can hold Gir aud in -line with anoth•r Freno~ runninr tho oi-.11 affairo but 1 ahall find 

out. llhy doeon•t De Ot.ullo r;o to warf '!Illy doean•t ho atart llorth by 

~ V'f•t ht.lf West froa llruen-.i llo1 It would take him a lon~ time to 

•'/ --~ 'u r,ot to tho Ouio of So•unrhoro, 

Roleuod 
at 1920, 

A ht.ppy now yet.r to you and youre , 
ROCSgy'gLT 

D!CLAG~U'IED 

ll <R; .... ot 
1J nepo}tii'· ,., •t or the o.a. 

Dat e I 11!ffi 
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St:C"ET 
!'lliOR1TY 

1-Tom: Opnav 
To ; Alusna , London 

January 2, 1943. 

DIOLAIUPIID 
lr \7. rohlvle' ot 'h• U. l, 

Personal and secret ror the FonMr l<le.val Pers on t r m tho Proa-

1 dont No , 251. 

Referr inp; furthor to )lonr 2~3 and 2:\4 , As re sul t of studios I n 

NaV)I n~partnent It hoe boon found that the follOI'Il"J'; can be Aero"-

plis~ed • J4ene:then cycle in th~rth "'tlantie convov$ to ton days and 

del\ver avora~c or tw~ notional t~n~er c•rvoes daily by that rou~ . 

~is will release four Canadian &acort ~rouos for assi~ent to 

tiY ror re~laeetl-eot ot len~ ler;,ed eacorts for duty with Aruba UX 

tonkor convoys wt'lich should dolt vor an additional b 1o notionel 

eAr~oos daily . 1'otnl of obovo rlt~tl1vor1os supple:T'Ientod from timo to 

tino by spare tanke;·s as fouod avail ablo should bo abou t fifteen 

mill ion tons nnnuolly. ronoidor 1ndepandontly routed tankftr • in-

ad~\eablo at this time . \lS can not e.~roo to deli very of "oro than 

al-ove m"ur:t to nr and even tlo\i 1 nnt ,,raotico.ble exeopt as eonsidored 

w! th " roble:n of Torch sup~ly which In our onin1on must bo co:!lblne d 

roaoo~aib111ty. ron furniah fast ta~~8ra to inau~urato sunoly that 

area but sa:orts must be cO"'binad and orov1~ed e<>ually by US and trK , 

r'tat tanker s will not -oroceod beyond IJtbre.ltnr or Casablanca. rurthor 

doli ve•ioa into lledi terrenean to bo mo.do by tTK tankers. Above nest 

economic al u• e of allled tony~rs for dol1 vory of requirements of oil 

ror flY o.nd Torch . If t he torOj'\Oinr:. :nents your aoproval I s\lr.tr-oat 

thet ru rth' r details bo workod out botwoen tho Ad~!ralty and t ho Na~ 

1lepartu:e nt , 

Poloaaod fro~ Wh't 

at 1245, ~· ~J~~~~~:r-A::__ 
"i .1! l'A>"'C\11 

Lt. Colonel , Gen~ral Starr. 

ROOSEVELT 
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J=: RFP,;;::;Az::3 MID 234 F!DM LOODON to !HE PRESIDmiT 

REFERRIIO FtiRMR TO YOUR 23.3 AND 234 X AS RESULT OF SIUDIES IN NAVY DllPART­

IIDII' IT HAS BEEN FOOlll 'n!AT 'n!E FOLLOIING GAN BE ACCOIIPLISHED X LEI«lTTIEN 

CYCLE IN NORTH ATlANTIC CONVOYS to TEN DAYS ANJ DELIVER AVERAGE OF 1WO NariONAL 

TAli!<F.R CAI1GCli>S DAll.Y BY THAT ROtlrE X THIS Wll.L RELEASE FOUR CANADIAN ESCORT 

GllOUPS I'JR ASSIGl\IDII' TO UK FOR RllPLACEIIENT OF LOlli LEGGED ESCORTS FOR DUTY 

WITH ARUBA UK TANKER ODNVOYS Ya!ICH SHOUJID DELIVER All AOOITIQIAL '1'110 NOTIOtiAL 

CA.RG<ES DAILY X TOTAL OF 1.801/E D:EI._IVERIES S1JPPLEI£NTm F!D~ TDIE TO Til£ BY 

SPARE TANKERS AS FOUM> AVAILABLE S{IOUID BE AOOtlr FIFTEEN :au.IO!i TONS AIINUAILY X 

CONSIDER IM>I!PENDEIII'LY !DUTm TANI(ERS INADVISABLE AT '!!liS Tn.:E X US CAN NOT 

AGII&E ro Dii.IVE!li OF !lORE THAN ABOIE MIOONT TO UK AND EVEN n!IS NOT Pll\CTICABLB 

EICEI'l' AS COIISIDE!lm '11111! PRCBLEll OF TORQI SUPPLY \'t!ICH lll OOR OPINION I!IJST 

BE COioBI!IED ~OilSIBILITY X CAN fURNISH FAST TANKERS TO INAUGURATE SUPPLY 

n!AT AREA Btlr ESCCRTS !JUST BE CO!.BINEO AND FROVIOEO EQUALLY BY US AND UK X 

FAST TANKERS 1IILL NOT PllOCEEO 9Er0ND GIBJW:I'AR OR CASABLAICA X FURTIIER 

DliLIV!IUES INTO IIBDITI!RIW£.1.11 TO BE 1/AD.E BY \11': TAIOO!RS X ABOVE IIOST EX:ONOlliCAL 

USE OF ALLIED TANKERS FOR DELIVERY OF REX:!UI!IEIIEilTS OF on. FOR UK AND TORCH X 

IF THE FCIUtClOING IIEETS YOOR AI'PROI/AL I SUGGEST 'I!IAT FURTHER DETAILS BE li'ORKED 

OUT BErliEI!N n!E AIIIIRAL'lY AND '!!IE NAVY DEPAI!Tl.!ENT X 

lliOLASSiriD 
lr ~J Arohhlat ot t.he 0.8. 

"'1. ~. ' *-" ~~at.APR 4 1972 
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• THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHI NGTON 

• 

December 31 , 1912 . 

!.3.:0RA!iDU!d FOR TH;;: 1-RESIDa!T : -

As a result of a conference on the sup~ly 
of oil to United Kingdom and Torch, at which 
representatives of t he British, Canadian and United 
States Navies were present, and after f urther s t udy 
on the subject by the Navy Depar t ment, the attached 
draf t of a message t o t he Prime Minis t er i s submitt ed • 

• 

Navy. 

DIOLA881JliD A 
BJ Authori t.y ot·~V~!~~~SL----

1 9;7719§ -1 2f?tw 1?.7-f-
5'.;'? ~ 8 \9/~ 

117 ~Dato·....:;.---
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-URGF.NT - PRIORITY 
January 2 , 1943. 

Pro:u Opnov 
To: ComNav&u 

PoraonoJ. and~ tor tho Former Neval Person from tho 

President No . 252. Your 25lt 

1 . I hoart! ly approve your Parav.raph One. 

2 . The aliases fro:n tHe ond '11'111 be ( a) llon ~>ixote and 

(b) Snneho Panto.. 

3 . No press correspondents . I will brinr, one Navy photo-

~raoher and we can join in joint release . 

4 . I honastly th\nk Do Gaulle would reel haopier i f he 

postponed via!t until o.fter ''symbol". Also I would J'inrl r;roat 

dif ficul ty !n gl vin~ h!m any t!mo oven if ho were to lenve at 

onco . 

Releasod f r om tho Wh!. te llouee J.:ap Room 
at 18~, ~T. January 2, 1943. 

/l){P~ 
w. c. '.:OT1' 

Uoutenent , t: . S . !I . R. 

ROOSEV"LT 

! 

. 
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·,I 

FORKER NAVAL PERSON 

Your 251: 

• 

January 2, 1942. 

1. I heartily approve your Paragraph #l-

2. The aliases from this end will be (a) 

Don Quixote and (b) Sancho Panza. 

3. No pre sa correspondents. I will bring 

one Navy photographer and we can join in joint 

release. 

4· I honestly think De Gaulle would feel 

happier ir he postponed visit until arter b)nnbol. 

Also I would find great dirticulty in giving him 

any time even ir he were to leave at once . 

ROOSEVELT 
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January 4, 1943. 

Fr om: Opnav 
To c oo:>ll a vF.u 

Personal and - fro!> tho Proeident for the For!ller !laval 

Person llo. 26!. 

I hoM you can bring Averill with you IUld I have M kod him 

to r;o to aoo you . He can be very helpfUl. 

Released trot~ tho Wh1 to l!ouse t:al> Room 
at llOS , F.I':T , JOZH'e.ry 4 , 1!?43, 

1~~~EY~ Liou~~~~ ( j . ~ . ) . u.s.N.R. 
White House Hap Room . 

-· 

RC'OSP.V":L'l' 

• 

i 0566 



-

_)l#J~ ~- ~ 
~~ :? ~ e:z-.,/j 

~ ~_A.,;_ ~..,£~() 

. .z-~ / #'W . ~ e:..t.~ "': h. 

~~· 

~<-.v~~ 

056 7 



i\ 

- January 7, 1943. 
DI:CLASSIFIID 

B1 Deputy ArobivieJL.of the U. S. 

By WtJS9·,~~ 
Date......::=-W!!!!:!-~---~-

Fro1\: Opnav 
To: Alvsnu, London• 

Personal and llllllf f rom t he Presi~ont fer the Former Naval 

Person No . 254 . 

I shovld like to acquaint yo11 with e mess ar;e received by rne from 

Generalissimo Cl-i ant; Kd Shek , Ee~l.n brief of General issimo 1 s rnessage: 

Lus t sprlnr, the Prime hlini ster a s sured t he memb ers of t he Paciflc 

Wtn· Counci l t hat b efore th e end o f' the next monsoon season , ei.~ht 

battlashlps , throe aircraft carriers and t he usua l complement or other 

vessels \'Joul e he i n tho Indian Ocec.n to assist i n the . reco.pture of 

Surma . \':e have been count j n5 on t he supuort of t hi s na--:r&l force , for .. 
without it the reeapturo of Buma v'i ll b e i mpoostble. ·~eneral Stilwell 

upon rot urni nr fror.'l e. conference in l nd i o i nforms rr.e t ho.t Admi ral 

Somerville s t ahd t he 3ri tl s h llavy has a+. its disposal only a few 

dest royers Md submarines for operations j n t he Bey of Ben~al . Further-

more, boto months i\f;O General ''!avell pro!'Oi sed ';enernl Stilwell the 

Br itish coul d rlake seven divi• i ons alrailablo to assl st i n the re capt ure 

of Burma . Now I l e arn that only throe di vi oions a r e to be employed in 

limi ted operatl ons with t he ob jective of captur ing Akynb a.nd occupying 

the line of the c;u ndwin River . You can r ely on the Chinese foroe being 

concentrat ed and rt·~ady for aotj en on time in accordance with plans already 

made . I 9JI1 sure the Ameri can ai r help for the crunpa.1 P;.n ?rill be pr esont . 

However , l t is 1,mp?ssible to undertake the of fensive with my troops 

unless the Pri tish carry out their part of the undertakln~ . All the 

pr i ncipl e Uni ted !lations spokesmen have pledY,ed that Burma will be 

recovered in 1943. t you ur ; e our British 

• 

1 056 8 
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Presi~ent-?rime ~fi4 . Pa ... e two . 

Allies to provido the neeesser v naval • air and land forces to oarry 

out their nart. End of brief of ~on~rali asimo 's messa~e . 

1 underntcnd that definite pro,roos is hein~ made not only in 

preparations of the Chinese troops in lndia for t he Burma Road operation 

but also of the Chinue troops in Yunnan . U~its are beinr, reorgo.nhed 

and equ!pood. Some of the s••poly eaaentiala are even beillfl fl<>1m in. 

I f eel that we nuet do sar.ethino: to ensure that the Chineao put their 

fUll wei~.ht into the operations vthloh are due to start In March . can 

' you sug,ost any o.osurance which we can r.ivo Chiang Kai Shek which will 

hove this erroot? 

Offensive action by the Chlnooo and tho tir.eliness of c thrust 

into •urma thia aprinr. are all l=nortont . We also want to r,et etertod 

on our air offenolvo f ro,. Chino n">inat Jap sea lenos (if not Japan 

i tself}, the mo~ont sufficient and dopendoblo co~T.unicatlons over 

~\lrtnc. warrnnt such action . 

That we may forfeit neither the C~inese potential nor the lift to 

lln!ted ~:atlo"a .-orale of eerl)' aotion in Bunllll, I would lilco to ~tive 

tho Genernllaeico th e nacessery assurances to prevent the Chinese 

ettaok •talllnr, . ~·e m1~ht tor,ether o;o over the substance of my reply 

to the Gener alissimo later . 

Uill hao aeon tt1s ~•sse~• · 

ROOSE1'ELT . 

Relea"od fro:o the Room at 

1~00, l';l'•~ua~ 

Cllf:S'I'': 
Lt . Colonel , r,eneral ~teff. 

1 056 9 
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DRAFl' OF PROPOSED ~ PRCII '1'IIB PRESIDENT TO PRl1!E l.ii!fiSTUI 

I shoul.d like to acquaint you with a message received by 

me f'r001 Generalissimo Chiang Kai Shek, Begin brief of General-

iaaimo' s message: 

Last spring the Prime Uiniater assured the members of 

the Pacific War Council that before the end ot the next 

monsoon season, eight battleehip3, three aircraft carriere 

and the uiiiUil. cOI!IJI].ement ot othor ves$8la wou1d be iD the 

Indian Ocean to aseiet iD the recapture of Burma, 1\"e have 

been countina en the support ot thia naval force, tor with­

out it the recapture of Burma will be impoaeible. General 

Stilwell upon returning fran a conference iD India intorma 

me that Admiral Sanervil.le etated the British Navy has at 

its disposal only a tow destroyers and submarines for 

operations iD the Ba.y of Bengal. Furthermore, two ~the 

ago General :'Iavell prOOiieed Geller al stilwell the Bri tiah 

coul.d make eeven divie:l.ons available to ueiet iD the re-

capture of Burma, !low I lean~ that ally thr'lle divie:l.ona 

are to be employed iD limited operatiCDS with the objective 

ot capturina Alqab and occupying the line of the ChindwiD 

River . You can r ely on the Chinese force bein8 concen­

trated and read,y tor action on time iD accordance with plane 

alreac!Jr made, I am wre the American air help for the oamo­

pa.ign w1lJ. be preaent, HOW&Ter, it is impoaaible to under-

take the ortenein with tJJ:T troope unleaa the British carl')' 

0570 
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out their part o! tho Wldert.aldng. ill the principle United 

Nations apokeamen have pledged that Burma will be recovered 

in 1943. I thore!oro earneetl7 ask that you urge our British 

Allies to provide the neces&817' naval, air and land forces 

to C&n7 out their pert.. &td ot brio! o! Genel"alleeimo 1e 

message . 

I Wlderetand that de.tinite progress 1a being Dado not. onl,y 

in preparations o! the Chinese troops in India for tho Burma~~~­
ation but also o! the Chinoao troops in YWlnano Unite are being 

reorganized and equipped. Same of the supply essentials are even 

being fi<Ml in. I !eel that lie met do e~thing to ensure that 

the Chineao put their full lleight into the operations which are 

due to start. in liarch. Can you suggest any assurance which lie 

can give Chiang Kai Shek which will have thie e!!ect? 

Ot'!eneive action b)' the Chineao and tho ti.melinelta or a 

thrust into Burma this spring are all important . 7:e also want 

to get started on our air offensive !r0<11 China against Jap aea 

lanes (it not Japan itsalt) , the lll<llll!lnt autticient and dependable 

coam.micationa aver Burma warrant such action. 

'nlat we ~ !or!eit neither the Chilloae potential nor the 

lltt to United Nations morale o! early action in Burma, I would 

like to give the Generallasimo the neceae817' aaaurancoa to prevent 

the Chineae attack &telling. We might together go over the aub­

etanee o! rrq reply to the Oeneralleeimo later. 

Dill baa aeeo thia meaeage. 
llSOLASSil'IED : Detau,;t:·t ;t the u.s. 

Date ~~m . 
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 

05 71 

• 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAPF 
WASHINGTON 

• 

/ • \{J . January 5, 1911)· 

MMRAliDIJI! FOR~ I8AIIY - \A[\..\ 'c::--
ADI.!IRAL KING - ~ 
GENERAL ARNOLD -

Subject: Burma Operations. 

on December 26, General Stilwell reported on the 
progress being made in preparation of the Chinese for the 
coming operation against Burma. The only serious obstacle in 
connection with the operation is the Gener alissimo's insis tence 
on a British promi.se to have a sufficient naval force in the 
Bay of Bengal to insure supremacy. The Generalissimo told 
Stilnll that all preparations for the operation to jump off 
on D-day will go for-vard, but that tbe attac.'c will not be 
carried out unless the British establish naval predominance 
in the Bay of BeneB].. In this connection Admiral Somerville 
had previously told Stil"trell that his naval forces were 
insufficient and that there were no prospects for reinforce­
ment . Stilwell considers it important that some sort of 
naval demonstration take place just before D-day. 

In a message to the President, on December 28, 
Chiang Kai-8hek stated that Ur. Churchill assured the members 
of the Pacific War Council last sprin<; tha t a fomidable 
concentration of oignt battleships, three aircraft carriers, 
and other vessels would be ready in the Indian Ocean by the 
end of the monsoons to partJ.cipata i!'l the recapture of Burna. 
The Generalissimo fur ther informed the President of Admiral 
Sooerville• s stata:oent to Stilwell on the insufficiency of 
his naval means to ta.~e action in tbe Bay of Bengal . 

'l'he Generalissimo, calling attentJ.on to a previous 
promise on the part of the British in India to make available 
seven divisions for tho recapture of Burma, n01< learns f rom 
Stilllllll of the British plan to employ but three divisions in 
limited operations looking toward the capture of Akyab and the 
establishment of a line on the Chindwin River. In tbis saoe 
mea sage he made 1 t clear to the President that despi ta the 
fact his troops will be ready for t he cempaign in Burma as 
planned, the Chinese could not undert'l!ce tho offensive unless 
tho British carry out their undertakin13s, as the campaign 
would be doomed to failure . He finally appealed to the President 
to urge the British to turnish sufficient naval, air, and land 
forces to insure the recapture of Burma. DIOtASSi riiD 

117 Autbol'i ty of Otf'OE f2 
SEC AtRHl' f)t TAfy PEf 7.2p%'f 

By~DateMAY 1 1972 
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As you knO><, llarshal Wavell is skeptical about the 
extent of the land operations due to t he supply difficulties 
that will exist art or the monsoon season begins. Ho11ever, 
advantage must be taken of the Vlillingness of the Chinese to 
take the of fensive . t!oo.na muDt be found to gl.ve the Generalissimo 
the necessar~ assurance that will enable the attack to jump off. 
I therefore propose that we submit to the President for his 
approval the attached message for the Prime Uinister. 

1 Incl . - Draft of radio 
f r President to 
Prime Minister. 

NOTE: The attached correspondence between Field Uarshal Sir John 
Dill and General l!nrshall (Tabs A, B & C) explainlthe build 
up to this propoaod messaBe from the President to the Prime 
Uinistcr. 

-
05 73 



CUPY 
IIITIII JOD! S'!ATt lfl&'IIQI 

OPTICI!S or TilE oarBIDD cJDrS or S"tAW 
liASHiltlTOI 

2a4 ~~. l'Jo42 

... would t.h18 tel -en- do tw ov Chiate 
or Ste.1't, or l».n I •14 too -h t 

RetenMe tiM -• la\tn 1A ~..U., 
I oarmot 'bel ieft UIA' llanll n.r .Ua tiM J4 IN 
ot ..,... clirldou to wh1oh ChiUII lai-sllek l"'ten. 
lie hu aln7a been oar.t'tll not to pnalM ""'" taB 
'be ar<D do. 

ot OOVM it Chi.ulg lai...sbok U reterriJta 
to tiM wbela tb1J1C 1ft aul , t.a. AnU.te, ~he 
-.;r 'be riciR. n look• to .. •• tt CldaDc lai.sM~t 
wen eat\1Jic ll.becl 'be-- tha relaUnl7 ..U 
a.ttdr ill Jlort)l a.- betora tiM nin e ud tbe bic 
W.. an.r~ 

CaDit1'lll C. C. llarehall 
ChUt or Sta.tr 
hatepa Buil 41nc 
l!u hillc\oa, o.c. 

1. o. OUl 

-

GUPY 
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cut.Y 

·~ 

• 

, .. ,._, 
Mella 

.. 

CCB'f., ---

Cid.~ fll a.tt 
labt SW't lllad• 
21111 l.-.:t7. 190. 

l'IILSOJW. PI!CII rDLD I.WISIW. Dn.t 

tour c.o.a. <•> 421, 

Gacal lliiHhall 1• t'1111T ._.. tW -:1 .etta 1a tM 

aq ~ a.p1 ~ .rten ku - 111111 I llaft uUII Ida to tell 

2, -rn.l ... to wld4ill as., lal· SIMk A]) lr I J J Ill' I to 

rehlr to etct._. ct.triW to PriM ~ ct. PM1fta C U 

..... lut ,_ ,.... .. ..u tlld tMn -u .. 1a'p llrlt.i* ~ 

,. .o.~. 

~ .... 

GOPY 
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GOP't . 

·~. 

DICLASStFnD h · 
Br Authoritr of ~6 IZ.t<ro/ 

W!IIR JOm S'l'.m' IIIISIOII ~~ 7;20$.'i)~ 
onxou or m ooMBin:D OIIDP8 or surr ;Date ~UL 2 6 \972 

ll'.t.SlliiO!OI 

OPD 
""ln':' 

ltf f"lilli 1a that thia wl.u- will ,,.,.. 

the Prt.. ll!.nbtar a 111"0111 1apre811cm " 1••• 1t t.pliao 

that the Prao1d8nt th1llkl there 11 ICid oenae in Chi&~~& 

Xaioo&>ek'e ~4 fer 1trODS D&nl. &~~tic in the Bt.¥ .et 

Jencal &lid the emplo,aent of ••nn Bri t11h &Jid· In41aD 

8uoh prca1••• 0.1 nre ll&4e oleo.rl.T ret....-.4 

to the open.tiou to ra-oapture Bun&. in the fall of thia 

7"1" after the raw. Would 1t not therefore be betwr to 
t op 

delate the final ••t-• of the pt.ra&J"&ph on p&&l 

2. of the draf't· Wlacna u4 oq 1natea4 " I tui that n 

IIUit clo o-'hin& to euura that the Chine•• put their 

full wai&ht into the operation~ whioh o.re due to oto.rt in 

llu'lh. Can )'OU ou&& .. t uq ~•• whioh we 0111 give 

Chi&~~& J:ai-111.-k whioh wUl han thio effeott 

ott .... ~.... &Otiaa by the Chine•• &lid the 

tt..lina11 ato" (aa in your draf't tal•u•>• 

turt~.-r w1 th )'OU 1t JOU 11'1ah. 

O....ral G. Co llu'lhall, aooa Jo. ...., •• 
y 

rotacoa lulltiAc 
J. o. Dill 

OS7fi 



DICLASSIFIII) -
By Au thor ity or OROgR , . 

SEC Af tiY BY rt..r., fER ?artff.'f­

a,.IMfiL_oat!MAY 1 1912 
lNft OP l'flOlUiD llit'.!Wl!i P2ION Tim PIUISIIIi>lft TC PRDIL llllfiSTIII 

I lbould lib to MqUAillt )'Oil with a OM_,. reMind b)' U ~ 0-.1• 

11a.o Chiq 1a1 Shalt. BtalD 'briat ot a ...... u..ao•• - .... , 
x...t. apriJic the Priaa 141111at.r ulftlnd tha Mllba'l ot tt. Pu1tio II'U' 

Ccnmoil that before tha etld at tha ~- ..... , eicht batU .. hipa, 

tllrM airoratt OUTi- -s the QUA]. oc.pl~ .ot othar .,.,IMl• wolll4 be 

1a tha 11141• o...n to aali.t 1a the NMpt;ure ot Sura, Wa ban ..... -=tia& 

ca the 1~ ot thil anal toroe, tor without it the recapture ot Jllu'll& will 

be illlpaiiPihle. Qe...U Stilwell 'IIIPCa ntllnWtc ~ a -r- 1a Iadia 

iat- M that '*1ral Saall"fille .t.t.d t he !lritiell X..,. hu at itll 4UpoNl 

..q a tn 4eetro,_. ea4 .ubear!MI tor operaU- 1a the Bq at Beapl, 

~. two wmthl ... o-ral llrrell pt"OUae4 a-1. stll..U the Britiell 

OCNl4 ..U -- 41Tie1- anllable to aaai.t 1a tha ~ ot Buru. 

Mow I leva that Clll7 three dbililllll - to ba -.pl07*! ia Uldt.d opeaUIIIll 

with the objeoti.,. ot upt.uriJic Aqab 1111! oooupJiac the l.J.al ot tha Chiahia 

toa - Nl7 .. the Chiaue tore• beiq - •atrat.d Mil raeq tor MtiOII 

• t1• 1a _..._ with ~ ~ 01ade, I • nre the ....-tMa a!Jo~Mlp 

tor the a.pa1p will bl pn.-t. llualiw, it ie hlpouible to ~· the 

att-1 ... with .., troope ~··· the Britilb ~ Gilt tha!Jo part ot the -­

tllkiac· All the pMMiple tJDit.d Jati- IIJlOk- 11- pledpd that lluftla 

.UU•• to prot'ide the -~ ~. 111' ... 11M r-· to MI'IT oat theiJ' 
' ' : part, ID4 of lriat ot aa-.l1H1IIo11 .,.._,.. 

I-~ tbd Of'1aite JU'OP'M8 1a baiJic ,....,_,. Clll7 1a ..,eparati- ot 

the Cldlllt• Voop8 1a ID41a ft~r tiM llluNa OS*'&ti• bat. U. ot tile Chi 111 \nope 
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lD ~. llDita - b.ing reorpniaecl ADd equipped. Scroe or t be auppq eaeeatial.a 

- - be1nc noe a. Tbe CllllT eerioua &~&tten .. ;ret -ettl~ to be 

tho .. brollg~-~-u the Oeneral;lN~'· ... ..,.. 

ottenai'n ecl.iOil b)- t be ChiMee aDd the t.ineli.Deaa or a thrwlt 111to Bun& 

tb.ia aprill& are all~. ~· alao 1IIUI\ to get at..rted OD cur t>1r othDain 

fw. Cbilw. .,..Uat Jap - l8DM (it: DOt Jape i t..U), Ule -at autfioieat aDd 

That .. wq torleit 1111ither the ChiAeae potea\1al DOr tbe 11ft t o llDit.cl 

llat1- ll!orale or earq .oti.OD 111 Bul'toa, I would lJlte to giw the Genllftl.ia.S..O 

the _.._,. .. .,_,_. to pNYeat the Chineae at\aclc ataJHng. l'ie ai~ tocetbw 

£0 cww the aubttt.- or q repq to t he Oenfteliaaiao l.kt.r. 

Dill hu Mea thia ......... 

PIWIIUll D, I!OO.SEVtLT 

- :, -, 
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J1ol4 Marahal Dill, 
Public lioal th Bu1ld.l.nc, 
1fMb1Jl&ton, D, C, 

Pear D1llo 

'rbanka T8J7 IIUOb for your oc.aent1 on the propoaecl. 
aeuar;e to the Prt- 111niator referenoe the OeuraUuiao•a 
teler;ra to the Prea1dent, 

I • aend.in& the reclraft of thi1 aeaa&ge, wb1oh 
JlCIIf 1noorporatel the Oh&Jlie you IUUeltK, to Leahy> JU.n& 
and .t.rnolcl., 

.U rer;arcl.l your .. ••age to the Br1 thb Chhfa of 
Staff on the aae aubjeot, I • returnlng 1t herm.th, 
together '1'1 tb toll orin& augr;11t1011, In T1.., of the Jrp 
..._b111 t;y to rolntoroe Bunla by aea, don •t you. th1lllc we 
al.r;ht •pl1fy the f1rat paragraph a....mat u follCIIfao 

, "llarahall and stUnll are ....... that naTal 
auper1or1 t;y 1n B~ of BOJl&al ia not eaaent1al to 
"RaTcCN.I"' prior to the aOMoon, A naTal tbreat to 
aOT•at of J"PIInl .. ro1ntoro-nta by II& 11 bol10Te4 
neoeuary and uauranoe of the M&Jll to eatablhb thia 
threat ftuld, they think, greatly reuauro the 
Oenaraliaaiao and ~aoilitate wholehearted. participation 
on h11 part for "RaTinO\II•, • 

Chief of Staff, 

DIOLASSTrm 
1.11 AutborUy of O!S'OE IR 

s t; c AKHi Bt JNdl?K z:1P%lf 
ByB/HAC• _D~t e MA'J' 1 1972. 



.. 

January ?, 1943. 

From: Opnav 
.. . 

To Alusna, London 

From the President ror Former Naval Person personal 

Your 255 , am referring matter to EisenhoYie!' for 

his consideration. Sounds good to me. 

ROOSEVELT. 

Released at White House Mall Room 
at 1930 EV~ . 1-7-43. 

?t~~ 
Lieutenant , u.s .N.R. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library 

tile u.s • 

. . 
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From: Opnav 
To: Alusna, London 

From the President for Former Naval Person uersonal and 

- No . 256 . 

I wholly a1>prove of your view that we should send a 

message to Stalin generally a s tndicated in your 260 . I 

suggest the following changes in the dr~ft you sent me: 

Par~graph (B) to be changed to ~ead: "When this 

is ~cc~lished, we intend in July1 or earlier if 

possib1e, to seize Sicily Vlith the object of clear ing 

the Mediterranean, promoting an Italian collapse with 

the consequent effect on Greece and .Yugoslavia, and 

\'tearing down the German air force; this to be closely 

followed by an operation in the Eastern Mediterranean, 

nrobably against the Dodecanese" . 

Paragraph (D) , change this paragral>h to read as 

follows: "We are also pushing preparati ons to the limit 

of our resources for a cross-channel operation in 

August , in which both British and u.s . units would 

parti cipate. Here again, shipping and assault landing 

oraft Will be limiting raotors . If the operation is 

delayed by weather or other reasons , it will be pre­

pared with stronger forces for September. The timing 

of this attack must of course be dependent upon the 
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Pres-PlA #256 . Page two. 

condition of German defensive nossibilities across 

the Channel at that time." 

Pl ease 1ntoxm Stalin that I al)prove or this message. I 

was thri lled by your visit to Inonu. All goes reasonable well 

here . I take it that your bride end my bridegro~ have not 

yet started throwing the crockery. I trust the marriap:e will 

be consummated. 

ROOSEVELT 

Released rron the ~~ite Rouse Map 
Room at 1250, E\I'T , 5 February 1943 . 

/)1(!~ 
W. C. llOl'T 

Lt . Comdr. , U. S. N.F. 
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- - February 5, 1943 . 

From: Opnav 
To: Alusna, London 

From the President for Former Naval Person personal and 

- llo. 256. 

I wholly approve of: your view that we should send a 

message to Stalin generally as indicated in your 260. I suggest the 

following changes in the draft you sent me: 

Paragraph (B) to be changed to read: "When this is 

accomplished, we intend in July , or earlier if possible, 

to seize Sicily with the object of clearing the Mediterranean, 

promoting an Italian collapse wi th t he consequent effeot 

on Greece and Yugoslavia, and wearing down the German air 

force; this to be closely followed by an operation in the 

Eastern Mediterranean, probably agains t the Dodecanese" . 

Paragraph (D), change this paragraph to read as follows: 

"We are also pushing preparations t o the limit of our resources 

for a cross-channel operation i n Augus t, in which both 

British and U.S . units would participate. Here again, shipping 

and assault landing craft will be limiting factors . If the 

operation is delayed by weather or other reasons, it will be 

prepared with stronger forces for September. The timing 

of this attack must of course be dependent upon the condition 

of German defensive possibilities across the Channel at that 

ttm_;;:&.~ ~ ~..L.M d~-A~ ..1~ ~ 
I was thri~ed by your vis!t to ' Inonu, All /oea 

my 
reasonably well here . I take it that your bride and/bridegroom hav~ 

not yet started throwing the crockery. I trust the marriage will be 

consummated. 

-
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.n~·£! 2. ~!!!. !!. ~!! 
UOilB'f 

Pl'Oill 
TOI 

OpaaY 
lluaua, London 

Proa the Preaidant tor Por.er laval Peraon personal and 

._lo.255. 

I wholl7 a ppro-re of 70ur -riew thet we aboul.d aend a 

MUage to Stalin generall7 aa indicated i n 70ur 250. I auggaat the 

following obangea in the drat1: 7ou .. nt •1 

Pal'asraph (B) to be obangad t o read: "llhan thia b 

acc0llqllial»4, we i ntend 1D JulT, or earlier it poaai'bla, 

t o aeiaa Sia1l7 with the o'bjeot ot clearing tba lleditarr.nean, 

~tina an Italian oollapae with ~ oonaaquant aftaot 

on Qreeoa an4 'fll&oala-ria, and weartaa down tba GerMD ail' 

foroe; thia to be c1oaelT followed b7 an operation in the 

E&atern Mediterranean, pro'bab17 againat tbe Do4•-••". 
Paragraph (D), change thia p&ra8J'IIph to read aa tollon1 

•wa are alao puah'ng praparat1oDII t o the 11111t or our reaouroaa 

tor a croaa-oMzm.el operation 1D Ausuat, in ftioh 'both 

BritUh an4 u.s. \mite would pari1cipeta. !lara again, ahipping 

and a .. aul.t landing oratt: will be 11a1tina taotpra. It tba 

operation ia dala7ad b7 weather or other raaaoDII, 1t will be 

prepared with atronsar foroaa tdr Saptaabar. !he tJ.a1Da 

ot thia attaok -.t ot oouraa be'' clapellllant \lPOil the oollllit1on 

ot Ger.an 4atana1-ra poaaib111tiaa aoroaa the Qbennel at tba" 

tt..• '?.ltd< -t,·-- s;o.G:. ;d.A-l!!. ~ 1 .tk4P 
Y.,...l $.. ~11 d;. . 

l W&a Uhc1 lJT J'OIU' Yhit to lnoaao .Ul goaa 
my 

rauona'bl7 .. u hera. I take 1t that r our 'br14a and/br.ld.e.,-- han 

not 7et atartad throwing the orookei'J'o I ti'Wit the -1'2'1aga will be 

-
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

WASHINGTON 

February 4 , 1943. 

t!EMORANDmi FOR: General Marshall _/\.'­
Admiral King ~ ~ 

Subject: Message to Mr. Stalin. 

t ' Attached hereto as Incl. A is a 
message received by the President from 
the Prime ~nister. It contains a 
suggested radio to t.lr . Stalin. 

Attached as• Incl . B is the reply 
which the President proposes to send 
to the Prime Minister . 

The President would like to have 
your concurrence in•this reply so that 
he may dispatch it this afternoon. · 
Admiral Leahy has already expressed his 
concurrence . 
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From: London 

To : The President of the United Stat es 

No. 260, February 3, 1943 . 

Former Naval Person to President Roosevel t personal and 
mos t secret. 

See Stalin ' s tel egram to us both of January 30, I think 
he is entitled to more precise information, and no one can 
keep secr ets better. 

I t hink therefore we should say that -

(a ). 
Italians i n 
expel these 

There ar e quarter of a mill ion Germans 
East ern Tunisia . We hope to destroy or 
during April , if not earlier . 

and 

(b). Hhen t his is accomplished we intend, in 
July or earlier if possible, to attack Italy across 
the Central l•lediterranean with t he object of promoti ng 
an Italian collapse, and establ ishing contact with 
Yugoslavia. We expect to meet with serious opposition 
from German forces. If not, our task will be much 
easier. 

(c). This operation will i nvolve all t he shippi ng 
and landing craft we can get together in the Mediterranean 
and al l the t roops we can have trained in assault landing 
in time, and will be of the order of t hree or four hundred 
thousand men. We shall press any advantage to the utmost 
once ports of entry and landing bases have been est ablished. 

(d). v!e are aiming at August for a heavy operati on 
across the Channel, for which between seventeen and twent y 
British and US divisions will be available, of which four 
to seven wil l b e US divisions , wit h a gross strength of 
fifty thousand each. Here again assault landing craft 
will be a limiting fact or . Weather may, of course, spoil 
the Channel operation, in which case it wil l be prepared 
with stronger forces f or Sept. 

( e) . Both the operations will be supported b~very 
lar ge US and Brit Ai r Forces, and that across the Channel 
by the whole metropolitan air force of Great Brit. To­
gether these operations strain to the very utmost the 
shipping resources of Great Brit and the US . 

IIIGRADEO OJICLASSIFIEO by Brit18h 
ao.t. , Stat& Dept. tel . 1 Sr29- 72 
JIJ' B. B. Parke Dato MAY 61972 //J c/ ·/1-~ 
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PM-Pres . /!260 . Page two. 

It would also say that in accepting the conclusions of 
our Combined Chiefs of Staff, the President end the Prime 
Minister have enjoined upon them t he need for the utmost 
speed and for reinforcing the attacks to the extreme limit 
that i s humanly and physically possible. Let me know what 
you feel about all this. I have talked it all over wi th 
CIGS who is in agreement. 

I am so glad that you are home again. I hope all has 
gone well with the constitution. I shall soon be moving 
back by stages . Kindest regards to Harry. 

Prime 

-. 

·. 

--- 8 CLASSIFII!!D b;r Brl tieh 
-.....alate Dept. tel., S-29-78 
- L L l'arka Date IMY 5 \912 
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PROPOSED DRAFT 

' I 

SECRET February 3, 1943 

From: Opna v 
To Aluena, London 

From the President for Former Neval Person personal 

and secret No. 256. 

I vholly approve pf your propos ed draft of message 

to Stalin quoted 1n your number 26o. Will you please send 

it and sign my name as vell as yours. I vas thrilled by 

your visit to Inonu. All goes reasonably vell here . I 

take it that your bride and my bridegroom have not yet 

started throving the crockery. I trust the marriage vill 

be oonS\llllll18 ted. · 

ROOSEVELT 
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8 February 1943 

··~ PRIORITY 

Fro:n Opnn 

Pram tho Proeidont for Former Na~al Poreon Dorsonal and 

No . 26'7. 

Your 261 of February 8 I am in osroomont to your announcing . 

on February 11 tho placing of your Eighth Army under the comnand of 

Goboral Eieonhowor and tho ap~oinbnont or Alexander as deputy under 

Eisenhower, and aleo tho appointment or Tedder . 

It ie ~ opinlcn that cocooration by French forcoo will be 

best if tho American Supreme Comand in North Africa is streaaod, and I 

consider it inadvisable to roloaao and thereby make a~ai lablo to tho 

enemy any information whatovor ae to tho dotaile of tho dutioe or Alex-

onder o.r Tedder . 

It 11 rooo=nonded ~~at Britieh and American. proae orr1oor1 in 

London send ~• draft of proposed pro1o roloaeo and London time of roloaeo 

in order that tho nowa may bo gi~on to tho proaa of both ocuntrioo 

eimultanooutly. 

1 am 10 glad you are eafoly back. You have acoompliehod 

DATWla . 

Roloaeed from tho White ~ouao 
Yap Roam~at 22•5, ~. 8 Feb 1943 

or. ,1tf; Jfuo/ 
e..I..J. ~ t/d-•4• It"~ (j;,j"cJsNR 
i ..J..t: fF-',._1 1-4 ') 

ROOSEVSLT 

\llo o.a. 
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TELEGRAM 

Tho .lh i • e Hon~e 
l"obr,.nr:v e H''-~ 

FROM MAP ROOM~OR GEN WATSON X FROM PRESIDENT TO PR IME X YOUR TWO 

SIX INE OF FEBRUARY EIGHT I AM IN AGREEMENT TO YOUR ANNOUNCING ON 

FEBR-UARY ELEVEN THE PLACING OF YOUR EIGHTH ARMY' UNDER THE COMMAND 

OF GENERAL EISENHOWER AND THE APPOINTMENT OF ALEXAND ER AS DIPUTY 

UNDER EISENHOWER CIMA AND ALSO THE APPOINTMENT OF8TEDDER PD PARA 

IT IS MY OPINION THAT COOPER.TION BY FRENCH FORCES WILL BE BEST IF 

THE AMERICAN SUPREME COMMAND IN NORTH AFRI CA IS STRESSED COMMA AND 

I CONSIDER IT INADV ISABLE TO. RELEASE AlfD-fHEREBY ~KE AVAILABLE TO 

THE ENEMY ANY INFORMATION WHATEVER . AS TO THE~fijf1Y. sf--DUTIES OF 

ALEXANDER OR TEDDER PERIOD XX IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT BRITISH AND 
~ ~~~ 

AMERitAN PRESS RELEASE OFFICERS IN LONDON SEND YM DRAFT OFIPROPOSED 

PRESS l RELEASE IN ORDER THAT THE NEWS MAY BE GIVEN TO THE PRESS 

OF BOTH COUNTRIES SIMULTANEOUSLY X NOTE FROM MOTT TO GENERAL 

WATSON X ABOVE IS· PXOPOSED DRAFT COMPOSED BY ADMR LEAHY X .IF 

APPROVED IN ITS ENT IRETY SUGGEST MAP ROOM BE NOTIFIED BY PHONE 

. , ANDC IT CAN BE SENT IMMEDIATE 

..)/ ./ tt "' ..., l' '/ /,. J 
At c. 6--.l pl .. f. ".I.' ;I 

/lf.IJ-'r ... 
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•• • • •• 0 • r 
FROM: PRESD>EN'l' 

TO: PRIL!E 

Your 261 of. February 8 I am in agreement to your 

nnnouncing on February ll the placing of. your Eighth ·Army 

under the eollllnBnd of. General Eisenhower and the appointment 

of. Alexander as deputy.under Eisenhower, and also the 

appointment of Tedder. 

It is m1 opinion thet cooperation by French forces will 

be bast 1f the American Supreme Command in North Africa is 

stressed, and I consider it inadvisable to release and 

thereby make available to the enemy any informat~on whatever 

as to th{ particularj duties of Alexander or Tedder. 

It 1s recommended that British and American press 

' officers in London send me draft of proposed press release -

and London time of rolease in order that the news may be 

given to tho press of both countries simultaneously, •• 

ROOSEVELT 

~--.-'· C: f··~ 
I... • . I 

~- I 'f.~-( 
./ r ~;_.. ,( 

* ohange npart1oular" to "details or tho" 

•• add new para "I am so glad you are arlely back. You havo 
accoopltahed m&rYela." 

NOTSa Correotlona dictated by Capb:d.n Oreer from Hyde Park 'by phone , 
~uthori<ed by Ooneral Watson . A~ 

DtCLASSil'llll 
By De-pu~Arcivlot of tho U.S. 

17 __ •1--•nal- : 
t>au .!Nl[O L::::JUUL----· 

-

--
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-O.PJ':RATIOI'AL PlliORITY • ~" ....... 
From: Opnav 

To: Alusna London 

• 

10 February 194 3 

Fr<>l'l the Prea1dent far the Farmr t: ... al !'erson personal and 

llo. 258. 

I em maklnY, a twenty minute broadcast Friday eveninr, at ?~ito 

Rouse llewsps,er l '•n 1 s Smoker. In re~t~rd to the bride and hrldep;room 

problem I thou~ht of sayinr; SCI!lethl!l• alono: the followin~ linett 
J 

Quote . At the raaablanoa Con~renoe the Prke "lnhter' and 

J 

I made it abundantly clear to all <rl' o•• r French friends that we are 

"adng war in French North Arrioa o•oi not the Axb Pawero and that 

this io a part of the effort of the United Nati ons for the liberation 

of France itself. ?le also made it c>loar that we weleome unity of all 

Frenohnen in aiding this great objectl'Ye , and that only the French 

people themoelvea, after they ahall have regtined their liberty, 

can detennine tor themselves the Government they desire . Nothing 

shoul d be done now outside of France to influence or projudioe that 

untrammele d freedom of the Prenoh later on and eve ryth1np; should be done 

tor oresent unl~ toward the oroseoution of the war . Unquote. 

If you ap eak ot aeoret session ot the Rouse on Thuraday I do 

wish you would ,-lve .. e any auc;~estlon ot ""at you oropose to aay. 
' I 

I still do not u-.... the t~lnya that de0.aulle and hie 

headquartens are aayino: to the Preaa . I unders t and that he intimated 
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Pres-Prime t258 . Pare two. 

·-
~eeterday some !bno or eleotions in North Atr1<a' ror a ayete• ot 

central v,overm:ent. In my judr..,ent thia would reiae the Jewilh 

and llos lem troublee. I eald to both Gire.ud and deGaulle that 

elections should not be held. 

ROCSEVELT . 

-

·. 
" • 

IJ,8. 

: 
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fORMER ;lAVH PERSON 

• • 

Februar; 10, 1943, 

I am making a t wenty uinute broadcast Friday evenint: 

at 'llbi te House Newspaper Men 1 s S1noker1 a.P / n regard to the 

briC.e and bric.iegroom problem I thought or saying somethi ng 

along the following line: 

"At the Casablanca Conference the Prime Minister and 

I made it abundantly clear to all of our French fr1ends 

that we are waging war in French North Africa against the 

Axis Powers anci. that this is a part of the efrort of 'the 

United Nations for the liber ation of France itself. VIe 

also made 1 t i s * 3 i' clear that we welcoooe unity or all 

F'r enchmen in aiding this great objective, and that only 

the F'rencll people themselves, al'ter they shall havt:: rega1ned 

thei r liberty, can deter mine for themselves the Government 

they desJ.re. Nothing should be done now outsiae or F'rance 

to influence or prejudice that untrammeled f reedom of the 

French later on anct everjthing should be done for present 
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u.n1 ty towar<.. the prosecution of t;!le war". 

If you speak at secret; sess1on of the House on Tnur&oay 

I do wish you would give me any suggestion of wha t you 

propose to say . 

I still do not lil<e the thlncs that deGaulle ana his 

heauquarters are saying to the Press . l understand t;hat 

he 1nt1mated lyester<lay some form of elections in North 

!"" £-Africa c systeo of central sovcrrunent, In my 
~ 

Judgment this would r aise the Jewish ana Moslem ~;roubles. 

I said. litis -ro-both Gir~~ct':.md deGaulle 1J.. .. / r /t t /. IN..: 

o 1/)-• ..t,/ ... o::rt-. tr r / , 
ROOS!:;VJ:;Lf . 
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- 10 February 194~ 

OPERATIONAL PRIORITY 

From: Opna" 

To: Alusna , London 

Por the Formor Na~al P$rSon from the Prasident poreocal and 

secret No . 259 . 

Your 263. 

I see no particular harm in method you suggest announcing 

appoictmonta and will proceed aecordinv,ly. I am sondin' Eieenhowor•s 

came to Senato Thuraday noon to be tull general , 

Released from the White Houoe Uap 
Room at 1~5, EWT , February 10, 1943, 

tf~l)1tptf-
\Y. c. ;:oTT 

Lt. Comdr., u.s .u.R. 

ROOSEVELT 

I 

-
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THE WHITE H OUSE 

WASHINGTON 
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... ''AL PRIOIIJTY 
11 February 1943. 

From: OpnaT 

To: Aluana , London 

Personal and Jllllll ror the Formor Naval Person from the 

President . despatch No. 260. 

That is an axoellent thought about Anthony Eden , Del1~hted 

to have him come -- the sooner the better. 

Your speech was trond and will do lots of rood everywhere, 

ROC\SEVELT 

Re,leased from the Map Room e.t 

1815 , E'~~-ccu'.J 
Cl!ES TER w.t\'OND 

Lt. Colonel , General Staff. 
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February 11, 1943 . 

FORMJ:;R NAVAL PERSO!f 

That is an excellent thou.ght about Anthony Eden. 

Delighted to have him come -- the sooner the better . 

Your speech was grand and will do lots of good 

- ever)(Jfhere . . 

ROOSEVEL'£ 
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-OP~ATIOMAl PRIORITY 
Pebruary 19, 1P43 

For the Former Naval Person from tho President personal and ' 

- No . 261. 

In accordance ~th our d1oouso1ona at Casablanca, I thick the 

tl~e has arrived to make definite orran~oments for a third Soviet 

protocol to cover the yeriod July 1, 1943 to June 30, 1944. 

I feel our two countries ehould U*ke a co~bined off~r to Ru11ia 

so~what similar In orinclple to the offerio~ under the second 

orotocol . If you aeree , I •~uld be pleased if you would deoirnate 

ao:no one to r e9resemt you in dj 80\1111 one to be held here 1 n tho 

formulation of the protocol . J om desir,natinr, Harry Hopkins ae 

my renrosentative . 

In order to Initiate actio•, we hove already asked Ruseie for 

a state~ont of her needs tram Vnited States oroduction durin~ above 

period. 

Roosevelt 

Released fro!!' the Wh1 to l!ouso Mop Room 
ot 1816, ~~. February 19, 1943, by , 

l}f(!~ 
W. C. !'OTT 

Lt. Comdr., tl.S.~l .'Q , 
lliOLAIItrm 

-

'0.8. 

0601 



t 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 19, 194) . 

WEYO~ FOR WlSS TULLY. 

I RECOMMEND THAT THIS CABLE BE 

SIGNED. 

H. L. H. 
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F'EBRUIJtY 19, 194) . 

FROM: THE PRESIDENT 

TO: THE PRIME MINISTER 

In accordance wi th our discussions at Casablanca, 

I think the time has arrived to make definite arrangements 

for a third Soviet protocol to cover the period July 1, 1943 

to June )0, 1944. 

I feel our two countries should make a co111bined 

offer to Russia somewhat similar in principle to the offering 

under the second protocol. If you agree, I would be pl eased 

if you would designate some one to represent you in discussions 

t o be held here in the formulation of the prot ocol. I am 

designating Harry Rapkin& as ~ r epresentative. 

In order t o initiate action, we have already asked 

Russia for e statement of her needs from United States production 

during above period. 

DECLASSIFIED 

: ~';"'J '" '·' 
Date ; ;'71 
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-OPEPATIONAL PPIORITY 
March 5, 1943 . 

DECLASSifiED 
n•nmt'« t of t h!' U.S. 

From: 
To 

01>nav 
Aiusna, London 

For the Former Naval Person from t he President . Personal 

and - No . _:2:.::6:.::2 __ 

Replying to you message 271 of March 4th I am sorry we 

failed to send you my reply to Stalin' s message of February 16t h 

which I sent to him on February 22nd and which is quoted herewith 

following 

Quote I haye received your message of February 16t h in 

which you present certain considerations that you have communicated 

to Mr. Churchill in reply to his message to you of February 12th • 

. , I regret equally with you that t he A:N_4d ·effort in 

Nor th Africa did not proceed in accor dance wi th the schedule which was 

interrupted by unexpect ed heavy rains that made t he roads extremely 

difficult for both troops and supplies enroute from our landing 

ports t o the front lines and made t he f ields and mountains impassable. 

I real ize fully the adverse effect ·or t his delay on 

the common allied effort and I am taking every possible step to begi n 

at the ear liest possible moment successful aggr essive actton aRains t 

t h e Axis f orces in Africa with the 1)Urpose of a ccomplishing thei r 

destruction. 

You are fully i nformed in r egard to the wide dispersion 

of America's t ransportation facilities at the oresent time and I can 

assure you that we are making a maximum effor t to increase the out put 

- 1- -
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--
of ships to improve our transportation. 

I understand the importance of a military effort on 

the Continent of Europe at the earliest practicable date in order 

to reduce Axis resistance to your heroio army, end you may be sure 

that the American war effort \'rill be projected onto the Continent 

or Europe at as early a date subsequent to success in North Africa 

ae transportation facilities can be provided by our maximum effort . 

We hope that the success of your heroic army, which 

is an inspiration to all of us, \'rill continue. Signed ROOSEVELT. 

Unquote 

I have no suggested changes to your proposed reply to 

Stalin as contained in your number 271 to me. 

In view of my reply to Mr. Stalin 1t does not seam 

advisable that your message be ~onsidered a joint message from 

both of us . 

Released at the White House Map Room 
ll)5 FliT , March 5, 1943. 

#~~ 
\V, C. MOTT, 

Lieut-Comdr. ,U.S.N.R. 

ROOSEVELT. 

.. 
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From: (lpnav 
To A luana, ! on dol) ", .. 

For the Former ~aval Person fr~ t~o President. Pereonal 

and - 'lo , 263 

Your meaea~e of •arch l~th, 

In the faoe or known German naval and air force concentration 
. I . : 

on route of l'aroh eqnvoy (.!, "(, 54) there appear; to bo no military 

justification for its ~eparturo at scheduled time. 

In oonaiderat1qo however of poaaiblo politicni implieationa 
:.. 

1 t h ir. "'!' new, adrtaable to infom Stalin bnly that 1 n 'fie.- ot 

known Ge~an pro~aiations for ita deetruot1on and in view of tho . ' . . .. 
impoaaibili ty or ts:r:ovi~lnr.; at the preeent time adequate protection 

in the reatrict~d water.•• it ia necessary to postpone ita ~~porture. 

I am 1 n &l\roo10ont w1 th you to not unload c'onvo:- ( ,, • "II. ~·) 

and, as a deception nove , to start <t un~or protection or tho '1oet, 

it yot• con•1der aueh e. r::.O"Ve tteeirable, witl- th• ~l'!t.,ntton of A!Yertincr 

the eo~voy to roeland. 

•vn allare :1our ~htrou over r~nont olnkin",a in the Atlantic 

which we m\lftt an~eevor to r•tlnce by tho pro'\lloion of a~dl tional lonp; 

"t"anye t.irplanea w1 thout any dolay. 1 will ;>rovide u Jtany aa can be 

na~e available and 1 hope you can au~ent the nu=ber. Additional 

escort ~•••els cannot be provi~ed at th1a ti~e an~ there it no tl~e 

to lose. 

In annther three or four wn•ka It may of ooure~ ~• nftofte•e ry to 

- 1 -
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• .. 
break the newa ~.., Rt&Un that ~onvoya to "'ua•la "'Uat be l:~t~rr1>pt•d until 

Auruot or ~epte~ber in or~or to proYid~ ror the ~·~ errort, but it 

aoeme to oe now thot o delay in o;i'rin~ hi, the bad n""'a wo1•V be the 

wioftr ~ourae, Incidentally none of ua con be ooaitive o.bont tho 

situntlon four or !'ivo l'\ontho hence. Will yo•1 send "'" your !'reposed 

=••••r.• to St&li n • 

llolt'JMed at tho '1\hite tlouao l!ap Room 
12~0 "1'1'1' , ''e.roh 20, lPI\3, 

1/1~~ 
f!. r . von. 

J.ieut--t"C7.:1dr., r . ~ .•· .R. 

·. 

' .. 
.·, 

ltOOS<m:IIl' 

\ 
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• (3/20/43) 

PRESIDENT !Q PRIME 

Your message ~ March 18th, 

In the face of known German naval and air force concentration 

on route of •tarch convoy ( J , W. 54) there appears to be no mili taey 

justification for its departure at aoheduled time. 

In consideration however of possible political implications 

it is in my view advisable to inform Stalin only that in view of 

known German preparations for its destruction and 1n view of the 

impossibility of pro~iding at the present time adequate protection 

i n the restricted waters , it is necessary to postpone ita departure , 

I am in agreement with you to not unload convoy (J, w. 54) 

and, as a deception move , to start it under protection of the Fleet, 

lf you consider such a move desirable , with the intention of diverting 

the convoy to Iceland, 

We share your distress over recent si nkinga in the At lantic 

which we must endeavor to reduce by the provision of additional long 

range airplanes wi thout any delay, I will provide as many as can be 

made available and I hope you can augment the number. Additional 

escort vessels cannot be provided at this time and there is no time 

to loae , ,}..... IJ ,,.y~ JC-o..u:. ,., ~·-" tt.Yf ~-S t/ ~-., 
lli<'llll~ of course be neoeeaaey ._.. to break t&. news to 

Stalin that convoys to Ruasia must be i nterrupted until August or 

September 1n order to provide for t he HUskey me 

now that a delay i~ giving him the b•d news 
• • 
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-OnuTINIAL P"'JOPITY 

From1 
TO! 

Opna.v. 
Alusno. , london. 

!.!arch 20, 194~ . 

From the Prea1dent for the ForMer lla•al Person ~ersonal and 

._No. 26, , 

VIe are p:ett1nr, a nW'lber of reoorte of rt.ther large IJennM 

movements, espeo1ally of materit.l , to Snanieh border , I wish 

you wauld let M~ kn~ how cuch importance your o8ople t.ttaoh to 

this . 

l thin!- that 1 r 1 t dove lopes into • <lef1n1 te thret.t to inn de 

Spain, the Co~ined Staffa ehould immediately study methods of 

reestablish!~ the Duke of Wellin~ton•e wt.r of a number of yoare 

ar,o. VIe should not be cau~ht without an o.nower .mioh would bo 

effective. 

Released f..., the White lloueo lf.ap Room, 
at 1515, 'F:'I'T , l'arch 20, 194S, ' 

Wn,)~ 
Reu A~ir8l , l'. S. lla..y, 

Naval Aide to the Preaident . 

Roosevelt . 

IJ,t: 
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F1·o~t 

To: 
Oonr.v 
Aluana, l~don 

I • 

Fror the ~~si~ent ror ths Form~r Ncv~l n6 rson ~ersonQl And 
no . 265 . 

Ritorring to your proposed moe•o.re to Stolin d•li"Tere~ by ;:r , Eden, 1 a~ree 
with you . l h~ve after aerlou• conc\derotlon furt•er concluded that we ero not 
juatifl~d in wastin~ avai lable tonr.~r.o by keopin~ the pr oRqnt Russian convoy 
(,1, iV. 64) lol\ded , and tha.t It It adviaablo to ~11.-<" Stalin the inevitable b~d 
ne"': now. It is su:;t.ested that. your propoaecl :r.oaaac~ be amended u rollCY:s: 

"1. The 5er=ens h&.-e conce:"ltrated at l:orvik a J'OWerful battle fleot con­
.:t1atin& o 10 'i1rpi-tz.•, • sehar~hor'-"'· ' , ' Lut&0\"' 1, one six- ir:.ch cruiser l'.:td ~ihl-t 
tjeatrowtrt , '!ht: .f~:t -~r to Ru:t1. an e~rtvoya v.h · ch I de=:cribd~ ir ,y r~'so ags to 
you of July 17-:h le:st ~·ear ht..!l beon r"v1",-' 1n O't'eo :::.ore ~·m;cinr. tor:J, I told 
you then t.ht we did not thinl< it rt,.ht ~o risk our Rome ?leet in Ear•r.ta Seo 
·;;here it eeul~ 't~> · brcu.,r.t un~er attrel: or ~ .. ..,.~ ~t.ore-basod aircrert an1 l'- bonts , 
without aJequate protection a~alnst either; an1 I expl•in•~ tho': if one or two of 
our :noot •r.c'ern b6ttlesh1po were tc t~ loot or oven s•ri ously d••··•&•·' chiLe 'T1r­
p1tz 1 "'''~ other lerge units of the Ger111on b•ttle fleet ro~&ineo in Mtion , the 
v.l\olo co..,.anc! o~.u.o Atlrntie would b~ jeopLU"<llted y;i th dire oo~aoq••enoe9 to our 
COtr'.a'oOn CAUSG • 

"2 . Presit:ent 4oosov•lt o.nd l hn'·' therefore decided \'11th the gtoa~ ~•t 
nluctu.ce tbat it is impNsible to prod<'~ a~equ<.te protoetion ~or the next 
.~uuu~ ~n oonvoy and t!-.ot withc.ut au~h prot~etion th·~~ ir not •;• •11r,hteat chonco 
... !' i a:y of th3 Dhips: ref'cl'-in~~; ;~ou in +h, rAe~ o" ~re l"'!":crr;--n G&T'"'~n !'reparat! or.r for 
their 'oatruetion. Cr~•r• '~"' '"ereforo ~oon i:suod tha~ ocllinp; of ~'&rei- eon,·oy 
!e to bo no,tpoced . 

"~ . It is a ~rut <llse;>~"inbcnt to Pr"ai~ent Ro<sevrlt on~ ryseH t i!'at it 
sltO\Jlc". 1:4 neoea:sary to po5tpcn'l !.'ar .. h convoy , !fad it not been !"or Oen.en ~onc~o­
tut!or: It had been our flrr.: i"t~nt• en to oen• :·ou t ronvo> c~ 30 ehipa each in 
·•nrct. end a"dn oarly ;;ay . At tle au~ tt ... o ~ro feel it onl~· ~!r:ht to let y<•J knew 
et onto t'•'·t it ":1111 not b~ po3olblo to rontlnue cc::~cys b)l-:;or'r~rn rcvte after 
uuly ra;; , s~neo fro"' trnt ti:r.e onward "' 'lr;• :I n~le escort vessel will be requl rod 
to e11p _ ,,. t ~"r c!'<'~nche ~trot! ~r.s ll\ the ~·editerrenean l~>~vin~ onlj· e r.~1n10l'Jlll te 
nre~lllrU cur lifeline ln tho Atlent le. I~ tho lat~er tte 'oet'O }od ~r l~vouc .. nd 
• b OS t unr>r~ooo•nt9d los3nG durlnr 'no loa L three V/eelcs . A:suntnr; rrrsn r:oee well 
•·• ahoul:l hoptl to reru~.a the eonvoyc in oarly Soctember. provided rliapooltl n of 
~er·un lllAin units nor ruto and thut tho o1tu•tton in );ortt. Atlar.tlo ia euol\ PI to 
entblft ,,. I o provide the nooos:ary e~oorta and toverip>; for ce • 

• 
"4, !;o ere doing our utl'\oot to ir.crooao the flo" of sup:>lieo by South~rn 

DIOLABBtniD 

;,~'::&1~.:;··· 

0610 

• 



c • 
route: The !llonthly fir,ure h<a boon ~ore t~•n doubled in t~< laat oix ~orths . 
~.e heve reao.on to hope that increase will ?l"O~reas and that l'ir,ur•s for Auguet 
V•ill r eaoh 240 ,000 tono . If t hio !.s aohiovod, the monthly ~oliv•ry will have 
incr eased oi~ht•fold in 12 ~onthe , Further !lloro the Vcited Stateo will a.ater ­
iall y i nore!lse sh1 pmonts 1 ~t Vllldivo,to1: , Thh •till in so!llo way ofhet both 
yocr <'isappointn.oot and ours et t he 1nt&r.·upti on to northorn •envoys," 

«hen ycu sen~ tHa or si:tile.r •·'"~"• to Sta11n wollld you like to ha\"e 
:t.."J send conflr::.~ r. or supyortin~ r:oe'•"'~ • Lot ,:t)O h!l.vo text or your final 
:::.~sse..;e . 

P.oleesod fro::> t'-o '·a~ RoO!l> 

at 2:Sr:;
1

T ,t:~o~h 28 , 1~4;; 

;~'J. 1: . £he 
Li•uten<l'lt (;1r) s~·R 

R 'C\SEV"LT 

... 

.. 

..... 

·. 

~611 
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- ~~ch 27, 1943. 

PRESIDENT TO PRIME 

.:If ..2? 5 Referring t? ,}'Our .proposed r.!8SSilGO to stalin delivered 
l ... ~ '"''"'' ,,.. . J....;JL":; by ~ . Eden,AI have after 1serioua consideretio~concluded that we 

are not justified in wasting available tonnaco by keeping the 

present Russian c9nvoy (J.I'I . 54) loaded, and that it is advisable 

t o give Stalin the inevitable bad news now. It 1.s' sug:sestod that 

your proposed messace be amended as follows : 

"1. The Germans have concentrated at Harvik a po·rrertul battle 

!'loot eonsistinc; ot "Tir p1tz", "Scharnhorst", "Lutzow11
1 one 

s1x-inch cruiser end eight destroyers . Thus danger to 

Russian convoys ~hich I described 1n my meaaase to yo~ of 

July 17th last year has been revived in even more menacing 

form . I told y,O~ then that we did not think it r ight to risk 

our hooe fleet.in Snrents Sea where it could be broueht under 

attock of c~rmnn shore- based aircraft and U- boats, without 

adequate protection ~ainst either ; and I explained that if 

one or two of our most modern bnttleships were t o be lost 

or oven serio,sly d8l:!aged whilo "Tirpitz" and other large 

units or the German battle fleet remained in action, the whole 

command of the Atlantic would be jeopardized with dire 

consoquences to our common cnu&e . 

2. President Roosevelt and I have therefore decided with 

the greatest reluctance that it is impossible to provide 

adequate protection for the noxt Russ ian convoy and that 

~ &1 i without such protection th~ro is not the sliGhtest chance of 

any ot the ships renchi~ you in the face of the known German 

preparations for thoir destruction. Orders have therefore been 

issued t hat sailing of Jf.srch convoy is to bo postponed. 

3 . It i~ a groat disappointment t o President Roo3evelt and 

rvaelt that it should be noceaaary to poGtpono J.:areh convoy. 

Had it not been for Ge~An concentration it had been our firm 

intent~on to sond you a convoy of 30 ships oaeh in J,~aroh a=>d 

acain oorly l!ay . At the same timo we feel it only r1&ht to J. 
let/ 

-
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let you know at once thct it will not be possible to continue 

convoys by Northern route after early l!ay, since from that 

time onward every sine le escort vossel will be required to 

support our offensive operations in the Mediterr anean loavins 

only a minimum to ' sa~oguard our lifeline in the Atlantic , 

In the latter we hav9 had orievo~s ond alMOSt unprecede~ted 

losses durine the lest three ;;eeko , Aosumin.:; HUSKY goes well 

we should hope to resume the convoys in early Septeober 

provided disposition of Gorman main units permits and that tho 

situation in North Atlantic is such as to enable us to provide 

the necessary escorts and coverinc force , 

4 , vie are do ins; our utmost to increase the flow or supplies 

by Sout~ern route . The monthly figure has been more than 

doubled in the last six months , we have reason to hope that 

increase will progress and that fit;ures for August will reach 

240, 000 tons . If this is achieved, the monthly delivery will 

have increased eight-rold in 12 months . Furthermore the United 

StRtes will materially increase shipments via Vladivostok . 

This will in some way offset both your disappointment and ours 

at t!'le interruption t~ern convoys , " 

~~ /.-A~~ 
z- ~~~ h•.,.t/7 1'W 

/YI'V ~-;:..•~ .. ./ ~~ .... , ~ ~~7 
{.. I' 

(}~ ,.+,r. :&.;r ~ ~ .. ·~ ~ j 
7~ .?--/ /)'V~ 

•• 

-
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II&J'oh 29, 1943 _. 
PIIIOIIITT 

l'ro.t Opll&"'' 
Tot Alu roa, London 

Tra. tho Proaidoat t or tho YarBer NaTal Poraon peraoul 
110 266. 

l!oply1ag to your -u•g• ha.adod .. by Allthony, ,. ohall tlad all 
t ho ohipo tor EUSKY and are r,oing to ocrapo tho bottoa othorwioo but 
•• oaMot oaoapo tho r aot that oOMthia& 111\ll t ~'" 1r all or our 
ailitary operatioaa are to be tully aupportod. I am going tftto tbio 
matter in detail a~~d Anthony will bring you my iaMdiato •i .... 

Rolouod troa tho ll&p Roca 
at 20SO ~T Marob 29, 1945 

Robert l!. l(yora 
Liouteaant (jg) UBWR 

llOOSR V!LT 
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t • ..... ·cb 29, 1943 -
PROPOSED IIESSAG! l'ROII Til! PRESIDM TO THE PRDIE lllliiS'rERI 

? .->(/ J( ­

• tv(/? 

REPLYING TO YOUR MESSAGE RAIIDED liE BY ANTHONY, WE SHALL 

fltiD ALL THE SHIPS fOR HUSKY AND ARE GOING TO SCRAPE THE BOTTOM 

OTBi:Rl!ISE BUT WE CANNOT ESCAPE THE FACT Tl!AT SOIIETBING IIUST GIVE 

I1' ALL OF OUR IIIUTARY OPERATIONS ARE TO BE FULLY SUPPORTED. 

I Ali GOING INTO THIS IIATTER IN DETAIL AND ANTHONY 'II'ILL BRING 

YOU MY IMKEDIATE VIEWS. 

I r , r 
0 ' • 
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TO AU'S!\1. Lc•-oor 

!10. 267 • 

S01·1! BAPYI 

Released f'ro!'l tho I /hi te l!ouse l!ap Ro0111 
at 1700, E'.'IT , !!al'oh 30, 1943. 

.· 

!!Allr.R 30, 1!143. 

"Cl"' Fll"' ~~n, Thia meaaar.o h tho l'eply to Pri :oe • a llo. 276, The 
lettel' I'OI'orred to in thue ~uoatchea 1a in "1u Tully's tileo , ..,~ 
ta not to be filed tn tho !'aD RoOO!I. ('oor .Ad..,lral ~rcwn) , 

' 

u.s. 
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TH& WHIT& HOUS& 

WAaHINCITON 
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'~ 

lo!arch 30, 1943· 

FOR FORMER NAVAL PERSON 

SO!.!E BABY I 

ROOSEVELT 

• 

-
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