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WAR DRPARTJJENT CODE CENTER 

FRQ.! 1 London 

Filed 848 P'..t 
D&te January 1 

TOt The President of the United States 

NUMBERt 250, January l, 1943 

Personal and ' ' ? 
Roosevelt your telegram number 

• Former Naval 

two four three. 

Person to President 

1 . About two months aso Mr. Bul l asked for an assurance, 

which we gladly gave, that the British Government was i n agreement 

with the United States GoverrDnent that the blockade of enemy terri• 

tory should be vigorously ma intained. This is our policy, as agreed 

wit.h your government. Tho single exception is Greece , where alone 

of all Allied countries the enemy allowed wholesale starvation 

conditions to develop. We have resisted extremely strong preeeure 

from the Belgian Government and others to depart . from it. To abandon 

the principle that the enemy is responsible for the territories he 

has conquered, will lead very quickly to our having the whole lot 

on our backs, a burden far beyond our strength. 

2. Conditions in Belgium are worse than in llorway and in our 

judgment it would not be right to make a concession to Norway and 

not to Belgium. It would be impossible, too, to dispute the claims 

of other Allied Governmente who would certainly press violently for 

equal privileges . 

'"REUWED 1/11 fV/IIP ~ 
Af 19fiJ; Ewr, .JA!r'. / , 

1\EGRAlit"' r·•·,... A$~!7l BD t-y Brit i sh 
Co •:1. . . ;; . .u!., S- 29- 72 
Cy P.. . .. • ~ a il:n.e~/iAY 5 1972 
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Fromo London 
To r . The Proeident of tho Ullited Stetea 
ll!imbe r o 260, J a nuary 1 , 1943 

. , 

3. In our view the plan you propose might therefore have 

the eve.ntual eff~ot or reversing our whole joint food blockade policy, 

and thia I am eure you will agre e, we ohould not contemplate. 

4. As you a re no doubt aware, we have already agr eed with 

your a uthorities upon a secret eohome, which while dietinot from ordi-

nary reliot, will help our llorwesian friends without dangoroue r oper-

cuaeiona . Thie acheme, which hes been welco:ne d by the llorwegian Govern-

ment, provide e for the de epa toh in the Gotherburg traffic or l~ted 

quantities or eupplies dieguiaod as Swedish imports, to be distri- · --

buted in lrorway through secret ohanne h . If it 1a put into operation 

it will brin& materi al aid to our friedde, a l though it is or couree 

vital that none but the Norwegian officials directly concerned ehould 

know of it. 

5, lfe are also anxious to proceed with plans for the n a-

euation or Norwegian, Be lgian and other children to Sweden and Swit zer -

l and r espectively, where t hey coul d be ma intained by extra importa 

through the bl ockade. 

6. I ahould be grateful for an expres a ion of' your vi w e. 

Prime 

RiCRAc!:> t;ti".l\t:T-1~0 by Drl t4-t;}t 
Q • nl .. 3·29- 72 

l'J r.. a .' . ::.,\o .~1\Y , 1':3 
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TKE SF.CRRTAPT OF STATP. o 

Attaohed 11 a paraphrased copy ot 

~eooar,e No, 250 tr~ the Pr~e ~1niator to t ho 

Prealdent, dat ed January 1 , 194~ , whloh the 

Proaldont des!.roa be rurn1ahod you tor your 

lnfoi'IOition, 

ClfP.STIIll f!AWOIID 

I 

' 

Lt , Colonel , General Starr, 
!aoiatant to the ~111tary Aide. 

1 Inol . 

., 
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P'rOI!IJ 

To 
Jlo . 1 

London 
The Preoident of the United Stateo 
250 

January 1 , 1!145, 

Former Na~1 Peroon to the Preoident personal 

Your tele,;ru INIIber tlfo four thrM. 

1, llr , Hull aolced t'or a11 uauranoe, &bout llonm'ber t'ira t , t hat 

the Br1t1ah OoYernment ar,ree with the Onited St&tea OOTernment that 

'blockade or t erritory of the enemy ahould 'be atrong1y maintained, 

We &l adly r;ave thi a aoauranoo. Aroordin~ to our agre~ent with 

your government , thi a ia our po11oy. r,roeoe 11 the only exception, 

t'or there &lOile hu the en~e~y permitted nationwide atanation to 

de~elop . n.apite Tery powerful Pelgian influenoeo, we h•~• ~In-

t a1ned our poa1t1on, lf we were to &bandon the principle t hat 

territorieo over- run by the one~ oro hlo reoponoibility, wo would 

ooon find ouraelTeo ra~in~ tho t eak or oarryinr, the whole lot on 

our hacka, a taak too r;reat for our etre·ngth. 

2. Bel~ium ia confronted 'by worae conditions than thooe ot' 

Norway, and we f eel t hat It would 'be UDjuot to r;i ve llonray a hd pi nr; 

hand while 1r.nor1n-. the wanto of Beleium, Alao, it would 'be 1~-

poaoible to deny the nlidi ty of olalma Ill& do by other Allied Govern-

mente who wolll d uert r,reot pror.aure for a1C11lar pr1v1le~•· 

B. Aa we aee 1 t , your pr opooed plan miGht therefore r eaul t in 

a rnerul of our entire policy or joint food 'blocl<a<le, • poaition 

l •= sure you ~11 •~r .. w. .uat not eoneider. 

by your authoritl eo end our eelYeo which, whi l e it eannot be oonaidered 

ll:lGRADFn 
Go·:t . 
Dy 1\ . ,1. 

tt''"'t \ ~("-- .. ~n 'by Br iti1h 
I . , , . t ol., 3-29-72 

""·~· Date MAY 5 19n 
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J>ri me !~nlttor--J>rooident -/'260, Page two, 

ae ordl n~>ry relief, will help our friends in Norway w1 thou.t don1;orouo 

repereussiono, thio arranP,ement , whioh the Norwegian Gove,nment hao 

weloomed, entails sendin?, in · the Oothorhurr, traffic limited amount• 

of suppl ies under the guioo of Swedish imports , to be distributed 

secretly in Norway, If carried out it will aid our friends in a 

moterial ~y, althou?,h of oourse it io hir.hly uecoaoary that only 

the Norwer,ian offio i ala 1~d1otely oonoorned should know about it, 

5, Alao 'We are 11mdous to 1'.0 on with plano to evacuote children 

• of Norway, llelr,illlll, end other c0\1ntr1et to Sweden and Swi tzorlond 

reap&otively, vthere oxtrn 1~porte: thr'Our;h the b lookade could maintain 
J • 

them. 

6 , Yo~:r vi<tVrs on tho aubject · wouB he appreciated , 

PRII!E 

•• 
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NAVAl MESSAGE NAVY DEPARTW t T 
~=~-~==-

OIIAITtll EXTtiiSION MlllUR AOOIWW PREtmENtE 

FROM ALUSNA, LONDON .. PRIORin 
0 s OPNAV 

ULWmiY 
• ROUTINE 

• 0 
DEFERRED 2 JANUARY, 1943. 

~ 

DATE -
TOR tOOEIOOIII 1927-2 JAN. .. PRIORin 

0 

jEGRAD!tl Ill"' ! ~~~If"! !:0 by Bri tie 
LT ROSINSON 

fi l 
ROUTINE 

DECODED IY • ovt, , s , .. ~ '-•>' • · .tol. , S-29- 7 -0 !J R. H. Parka Date ' 
LT ROBINSON 

~ ~ DEfERRED 
PARAPHRASED BY U ftV r: 1Q7'.l 

INDICATE IY ASTERISK ADDRESSEE$ fOR WHICH MAll DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 

L T ROBH.SON 
I':S2162¢ IJCR 456¢ 

UNUSS DTHERW1$E INDIUT£0 THIS DISPATCH WIU IE TUNSiliTTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDEIICE. 

ORIGINATOR FlU IN DATE AND TIME DATE TIME OCT 

TDcr PART TW0-¢216251 NCR 4551. 
(TO BE DECYPHERED BY OFFICER WHO HANDLED OPNAV 21184¢) 
(FROM FORMER '~AVAL PERSON TO PRESIDENT, NUMBER 251; 

AND PERSONAL) . · 

1. YOUR 249. WE WILL CONFORM TO YOUR WISHES AND ARE OBSERVING THE 

STRICTEST SECRECY. IT MIGHT BE WORTH WHILE LATER ON, WHEN OUR ABSENCE 

BECOMES NOT'I CEABLE, SUGGESTING WE ARE MEETING SECRETLY SOMEWHERE IN 

THE UNITED STATES ; OR ANYHOW, THAT I HAVE GONE TO AMERICA. 

2 . IN SYMBOL I AM •AIR COMMODORE 'FRANKLAND••. SUGGEST YOU ALSO CHOOSE 

AN ALIAS AND ONE FOR HARRY. 
' 

3. ALSO SUGGEST PRESS CORRESPONDENTS BE ENTIRELY EXCLUDED , BUT PRESUME 

NO OBJECTION TO OUR OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPHERS GOING OUT IN BULOLO (MY 

HEADQUARTERS SHIP) , PICTURES BE ING RELEASED AND AFTERVIARDS AND 

SIMULTANEOUSLY TO BOTH COUNTRIES. 

4. YOUR 25¢ ALSO RECEIVED. MANY THANKS FOR YOUR GOOD WISHES . 

ARE YOU GOI NG TO SEE DEGAULLE BEFORE SYMBOL, OR WAIT TIL~ AFTERWARDS? 

ACTIONs P-1 -A • • •• •• FILE . 
llo. I ADMIUL llo. t FllL llo. I f ·l 01 CHARTROOM. llo. 4 SPECIAL 

SEALED 
MU• otialn.J on.tr. o.u,.., to commvNo.Uon watch oflioM- ln .,.....on. (SM An. 71 (4) HAVRECS.) 

KCtU8 
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~ c=~=~~M~ES~S~AQ_E._-======~·~----=====---~N~AW~D~E-PA~R~TM~E·~==--------======---
DIAFTEI EXTENSION NUMIU ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE 

fROM ALUSNA LormaN " PRIORITY 
" fi OPNAV ~ RRDfl."l'i\ n • RELIASEO IY .. 
" DEFERRED 

2 JAtl 43 
~ 

DAlt 

TOR CODEROOM 1911/2ND " PIIOIITY 
2 

I 
HILLLHILL 

:;; ·-,. ROUTINE 
OECOOEO IY .. 

" ~ DEFERRED !!; 
PARAPHRASED BY === ... I ' --
INDICATE IY ASTERISK ADDRESSEES fOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERT IS SATISFACTORY. 

LT KELLY ~21625 NCR 4551 S 
UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WIU IE TRANSMITIEO WITH QUEUED PRECEDENCL ------
ORIGINATOR flU IN DATE AND TIME DATE TIME 

TEXT 
TO BE DECIPHERED ONLY 13Y OFFI CER I'IHO HANDLED OPNAV 

21104~ . 

GCT 

FORI.IER NAVAL PERSON TO PRES I DENT 

NUI.IOER 252. 

PERSONAL 

MY I MI.1ED I A TEL Y PnECED I NG TELEGRAM FRANKLAND. 

NAVAI DE •••• ••• ACTION 

SEALED SECRET FILE. 

llo. l ADMIRAL No.1 FILL 

SEALED 

IIIGRADEO U!'"'-AS~JFJ!D b:y Bri tilb 
Govt., f., il<l'·· tol., 3-ZII-71 
Br R. H. Puts Date MAY 5 i972 

No. l f·l OR CHARUOOM. 11o. I SPECIAL - - .... 
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•N=lV=ll==M~ES~Sl~Q~E ------==;•=---====----~N~A~~D~E~PA~RT~M~E~~--===---=====--== 
DRAFTER ElTEHSIOH HUMBER ADDRESS££$ PRECEDENCE 

flO II NJ\VCOt.l LONDON a I PRIORITY 
0 

5 I~AVCO~I WA SH I NGTON p p """" p p lELW£08Y m J'~~~- I ~ -• , .... ,~1 t L~w..,.,. 
8 JANUARY 43 

DEfERRED 
DATI ' 

p 

TOR CODERDDM 2122 ~ I <r..::>:.~ ('!1/Mjlt, PRIDlllY 

i 
. 

DECODED IY ROTH LHI LL ROUTINE .. 
Pa~B- MAY 51972 ! 

• I 
DUERR ED 

PdAPHIWED IT . ftlllr ,;t -
INDICATE IY AST£RISK ADDREl!EES fOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY I '• 

LT KELLY ¢81949 NCR 9483 S 
UNLESS OTHERWISE IHDICATEO THIS DISPATCH WILL IE TRAHSII!ITED WITH DUEIRED PRECEDENCE. 

ORIGINATOR FILL IH DATE AND TIME DATE liME GCT 

TEll 

AFF I RI.IAT I VE " YOUR ~81635 . ALUSNA LOi<DON ~21625 °(AX15) ; 

AT 1856 ON SECOND. 

• OPNAV ~81635 NCR 2722S - A RI;QUEST TO CO!.iNAVEU FOR #252 
{SENT BY LT . MOTT.) 

• • ALUSNA LONDON 021625 NCR 4551 - CO ~;s I STS OF I NSTRUCTI ONS 
FOR HAtlDL I NG ALUSNA LONDON ~2162~ NCR 456¢. 

NCR NOTE: THE PARiPHRASED COPY OF ALUS NA LO NDON 021620 
NCR 456 I NCLUDED THE SUBSTANCE OF THE p;W .lt 
t.II NI STE S #252 BUT FAILED· TO I NDI CATE THAT 
l 252 WAS I~CL UDED THEREI N- A COPY OF ~25Z 
PREPARED SEPARATELY I S F~N I SHED HERE·~· 

NAVAIDE ••••••• ACTI ON 

SEALED SCyRET FILE . ¢ - CABLE CIRCUIT NO. 

No. I ADIIIRAL NL I fiLE. NL I f •l OR CHARTROOM. NL I SPECIAl 

SEALED - - - -

Milk• ori.!linal only. D.li-r to communlcetlon watch otfic..r In pe.ncn. (S.. Art. 76 (4) NAVR.£CS.) 

XCRU 
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NAVY DEPARTM • lltVll MESSAGE 

DIWTER 
t ~======= 

EXItiiSlDN NUMIER ADDRE$$EES PRUEDENCE 

F1011 OPNAV z PIUORITl 
0 COIINAVEU PRI ORITY 

LT UOTT (BY PHONE) s RDmNE 
IElWEDIY .. . 

8 .JANUARY 43 
e DEfEllRED 

DATE 

TOR CODEROOM 164~ z PRIORITY 
0 

HILL/HILL ~ ROUTINE .. 
DECODED IY .. 

0 
~ DEFERRED :!!' 

PARAPHRASED IY 

INDICATE IT ASTERISK ADDRESSEES FOR WhiCH MAIL DEUVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 

LT KELLY ~1035 NCR 2T22S 

UNLE$$ OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITlED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE. 

ORIQINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIM£ DATE TillE GCT 

TID 

HAS PRill£ MINISTERS NUIISER 252 BEEN SENT. IF SOt BY WHAT IIEANSo 

Frnn£1 ir fl. J't()CR P.vel t Li.bl'ary 
f'l ' . v t ' . . t !J 
I 

,; . 1>~00 .9 ( 9/27/58) 

'~A~·;) • • • • • • . ORIO. ...__ 
SEALED SECRCT FILE. 

MAY 51972 

. ... . .. .. "'"'*~ 

Mo. 1 ADMIRAL. NL I FILE. Mo. I F·l OR CHARTROOM. Mo. 4 SPEC!~ 

SEALED 
Mab ortctnal only. O.IJ..,. to conununlcation watch ofBcer lft penon. (3M Art. 71 (4) NAVRECS.) 

MOI\18 
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NAVAL MESSAGE ~ NAVY OEPARTW~ 
•Dillfl--ER~~--=-- ~EXT~EN-SI-DH~H=U=MB-ER-=~ .... ~AD=DR--£1$£ES PRECEDENCE 

r n I UIU I T 

flO II ALUSNA LONDON " 0 

§ OPNAV RUWED IY • 0 

3 JANUARY 1943 
~ 

DATE 

TOR COOEROOM 1843 .. 
0 

"' J ALLEN .. • DECODED IY • 0 
~ 

:! 
PARAPHRASED IY 

INDICATE IY ASlERIIK ADDRE$S£ES fOR WHICH MAIL DWVERY IS SATISfACTORY. 

~3173¢ NCR 54¢¢S 
UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEfERRED PRECEDENCE. 

OIIQINATOR FlU IN OAT£ AND TIME DATE nilE 

TEXT 

~RMER NAVAL PERSON TO PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT. 
~ AND PERSONAL NUMBER 253. 

YOUR 252 

1. YOUR PARAGRAPH 1 WILL BE DONE . 

PliO Rill 

ROUTINE 

DUERR ED 

PRIORITY 

ROUTINE 

OEfERI£0 

8CT 

2. YOUR PARAGRAPH 2. HOWEVER DID YOU THINK OF SUCH AN 

IMPENETRABLE DISGU ISE? IN ORDER TO MAKE IT EVEN 

HARDER FOR THE ENEMY AND TO DISCOURAGE IRREVERENT 

GUESSWORK PROPOSE ADMIRAL Q. AND MR P. (N B) WE 

MUST MIND OUR P1S AND Q1S 

3· SHOULD YOU BR ING WILLKIE WITH YOU SUGGEST CODE 

WORD WINDMILL . 

4. DEGAULLE. I THINK IT FAR BETTER THE VISIT &buLD 

BE POSTPONED TILL TORCH AFFAIRS ARE SYMBOL IZED. 
IIZGRJ.ll'F:1l I''"LA~StFIED by Bri tish 
Govt. , ~ '" .v J;c,H . \Ol., 8~29-72 

Dl STR I BUTI ON: ACT I ON ••••• PiA By R. H. Parka Dat~AY S 1972 
Mo. I ADMIRAL No.I fiLE. No. I f·l OR CHARTROOII. llo. 41r«IAL 

SEALED -· - --
Mallo oriJ{.rW only. o.lJ..,. to eommu:n.lcat*' watch oft\ow 1n pM'IIOft. (See Art. 71 (C) MAVR.E.CS.) 

' -.... 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 

DUFTU t EXTIIISlON NUMUR 

COMNAVEU 
fiG II 

tnwmn 

DATI 
5 JANUARY 1943 

1111 CPDEROOII 
1h9/ 5 

DECODED IY 
J ALLEN 

PllUIIWEDIY 

NAVY DEPART~ 1·~-=-..... """,_. 
ADDIEISEtl PRECEDENCE 

• F Filoa..W"" .. 
0 

~ OPNAV ROUTINE -0 
~ DEfEUED 

.. PIIORITY 0 

"' .. Romu .. • 0 
~ DEFERRED !! 

INDICATE IY ASTERISK lDORUSEtl FOR 'WMICH MAIL DtuVERV IS SATISFACTORY. 

~6~84f NCR 6632 
UNLESS DTMERWIIE INDICATED TMIS DISPATCH Will I[ TWANSMmED W1TM DEF£JIRED PIECEDENCL 

ORIGINATOR FlU IN DATE AND TIME 

TEXT 

PERSONAL AND~ 
THROUGH ADM IRAL KIRK. 

DATE 

FROM FORMERNAVAL PERSON TO PRESIDENT 
NUMBER 254 

DEL IGHTED TO BR ING AVERELL 

TIME 

RIGRADED I'"~'··I~~TI'JED by Britilh 
Govt. , ~ v•~ ·· •ol., S-29-78 

DISTRIBUTI ON: iJ a. H. Parka Dat• MAY 51972 

P1A •••••• ACTI ON 

llo.llDIIIIAL No.I FILL No. I F ·I 01 CHAITIIGOM. 

SEALED 

0628 
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• NAVAl MESSAGE NAVY DEPARTII -'=--==~---~=~ 
OIW'Tll UTEHSION NDIII[l AOOIISSW PI£CEOEHCE 

flO II ALUSNA LONDON "' Piitii*W' 
0 

ti OPNAV ROUTINE • IUWEOIT • 0 
OErEA!EO 2 JANUARY 124J ~ 

DATE 

lOA COOEROOM 1322/7 " PRIORITY 0 

~CRAD;:Il ll"o' ·~~Irnm by Bl'l t1 b J ALLEN ~ ROUTINE 
OECOOEO IT • ; vt . ' ' D.,,. <el. • 3-29- 8 5! 

~ R. 11 . Pul'lto Dat·O OEfllREO 
PAIIAPIIIWEO IT 

INDICATE ll ASTEI\ISK ADDRESSEES fOR WIIICH IWL OWV£ll IS SATISfACTORY. mH I 
,J ' " ' 

~7129~ NCR 8378 
UNLUS OTHEAWlSE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WlU IE TAANSMmED WITH DEfERRED PRECEDENCL 

ORIGINATOR fiLL IN DATE AND TIME DATE TIME GCT 

TaT 

FROM FORMER NAVAL PERSON TO THE PRESIDENT HUMBER 255tllll 
tiiiiiiiAND PERSONAL SYMBOL. 

I THINK IT WOULD BE WELL TO HAVE SUBSIDIARY ALTERNATIVE BASE 
AT MARAKESH SO THAT WE COULD MOVE THERE IF CASABLANCA 
BECAME -TOO PUBLIC . WEATHER IS OFTEN WARM AND BRIGHT AT 

MARAKESH WHEN RAINING ON THE COAST. I STAYED THERE FOR 
A MONTH IN JAN UARY 1936 AND THOUGHT IT ONE OF THE BEST 
PLACES I HAD EVER STRUCK ANYWAY THERE IS NO HARM IN 
HAVING IT UNDER OUR LEE. 
I AU ASKING THAT ARRANGEMENTS MAY BE MADE ACCORDINGLY. 

~ 'tb ~ ~..-.~ oJ- ~-- ,.J, r ~ 
~ , L • . 1 .£ . .. ,, .... ~ , ... ~ o 11 

- - ,..... "'-'---- .... • • I. ., .u.- <-•· • ~- ... • . "!l. • 
D I STRI.BUTio~: 7~ :: ~ ~ - ~. ~ 
P1A ....... ACTION 1- 7-~:S - FL. A." C, , 

No. 1 AOIIIIUL. N .. t fiLL No.I f ·l 01 CHAITROOII. No. ~ SPECIAL 

SEALED 
MOBil ..........,., .... -..... ..... ,_ .. '"'" 

AL 
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WAR DEPAR'l".llli! CODE CENTER 

'titlE PI I.Zih 0545< Jan 8 

.... -·--- T!WE RECEIVED : 1255< Jan 8 

FROll: LONDON 

TO: 1'!IE PRESrt>E!IT OF TilE tml'l'!'D STATES 

r.o: 256 January 8 , 1943 

FO~ NAVAL PERSON TO PRBSIDEIIT PERSONAL . 

1!A!!Y CONGRATl'LAT!OliS ON YOUR GRAN!> SPEECII. 

PRIME 

RIGRi r 
Govt . . • 
B7 R. JJ . l'"l"l<o 

. .. hr • .,1 • C 

· · ;;t~ 'M~r9-sa1sn 

0630 
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WAR DEPARTME!n' COOE CENTER 

LONDON ENGLAND 

FILED o 10/1724 

RECEIVEDo 10/1250 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNI TED STATES 

llUMBERo 257. January 10, 1943 

From the Prime Mi nister to the President persoi!Al and ... 
l. Referrin~ to your telegram number two five one. I 

am gratefUl for your acceptance of our proposals regarding 

the ten day cycle and the institution of direct tanker convoys 

from the Dutch West Indies to t he United Kingdom. 

2. We agree that under the new arrangements and with the 

help of t~e spare tankers to >hich you refer and assuming that 

you will provide all the fast tankers required for the Torch ' 

area, our imports into United Kingdom during one nine four three 

will be &bout fifteen million tons which will barely meet consumption. 

3. The Admiralty agree th&t for the moment the independent 

sailine of fast tankers to the United Kingdom ie inadvisable b~t 

I suggest this decision should be r econsidered in the li~t of 

changing eventa. 
• IU:GRADliiD, lll"T.AS~I"TED by Bri tieh 

7~tAIWAAh-J> CDP'I' "N 

JttN't CHtiFJ 6~ J'T~JC, 

Govt. , S •. n"¥•· •a! . , 3-29- 72 
By R. H. Parka Date MAY 5 1972 
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4. I agree that details re garding the opening of tho 

trans- Atl antic cycle, tho institution of the direct Dutch 

West lndioo, United Kingdom tanker convoy.e and tho f~at, tanker 

convoys to the Torch area shoul d be worked out between th• 

departments concerned. l fear it will be extremely difficult 

for us to find the necessary l ong endurance destroyers for 

even half or the l at ter c<D!Iitment. 
' 

Prime 

lii:GIIIttrll rr-·•• A< -
Oovt, , . ... ~ll'TED by Br1 ti•h 
B1 a. JJ. hux~ ' 8 1., 3-29- ?iil 

.Oat~ MllY . 5 1972 

OG~2 
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PARAP!!RASE OP A JJBSSAOE PnO!l THE PR1118 Ml'lllSTBll TO Tl!E 

PRF.S IDiliiT . 

••••end Peraonal to the Preeidant f rom the Pl1.M IUnia t er 

llo. 257 . 

1 . Re Prealdent'• 2~1 . I dee ply a ppreciate your acceptance or 

our pi'Opoaa l rer,arding the institution or dir.ot tanker oonwye to 

the United IC !n~dooo rrm the !retherlenda Weat Indiu end the propooal 

rer.ardin~ the ten day cycle. 

the !lid of' apliTe hnloora to wtlioh you rtJfer ""d OD the aU""l'ti OII 

that the Un1 ted Stat eo pr orldellall the taot tanlcera neede d. tor the 

Torah area, our United Ki ng dom i~orte in one nine four thr .. will 

bare ly meet oonou.ptlon, bei o,. onl:r about firt .. n 111llion toM . 

3. The independent oa111np; or rut t anlcere to the IJld ted 

~i11r;d .. ia inaclrl aal>le a t the preaent. The Adldralty asr... l 

reoommtlld h oweTn that thh deo1oion be reeoneldered in the Uc)lt 

•• I ar;ree that all detail• oonoerninp; the ineti tutlon ot t a1t 

tanker oorm>ya to 'l'oroh area and d1r .. t Dutch llu t lndie-Uni ted 

IUngd .. oonToya, and the opwn.: of t he tr&J~a-Atlentlo cycle, ahould 

l>e ironed out 'by the depart..nta oonoemed. It wi ll be exa .. dint;l7 

hard for uo, I fear, to find the n"ded lonc-e11duranee tleetroyn• tor 

•..a halt or the toraer e~ltaent. 

Rl • l 'Sl!"l~D 1.: t 

'~~t. ~ · J ~ept. tol.: 
B7 !!!. I!! ParirJ! ~'~ 

n~t~!sh 
3-1:~-72 

MAY 5 1972. 

PRIW 
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WAR DE:PA!<TI.lE!IT CODE CE~'TER 

Filed _ :;;2 2::0:.::8_;Z:._...,.... 
Date January 16 

FROU: London 

TO: Tho President of the United States 

NUlJBERt 258, January 10, 1943 

Former l:aval Person to President poreonal an~our 

two five four . 

1. With ro&ard to the Ceneral1as1mos allegations that"" have 

broken faith with him on two important iaauos, I ahould like you to know, 

firstl y about the fleot, that I gave no promise or assurance at the Pacific 

War Council, but morely stated what were then our intentions, since changed 

by events of wnich you are aware . Secondly, Field ~arshal Wavel~ has given 

no undertaking to operate seven divisions for tho ~capture of Eunnt. before 

tho next monsoon. The position on these mattora 1s as followa . 

2. We had proposed t o form the eaatern tleet July first, one nino 

four tvro . Since then however all Somerville• el8ontial a i rcraft carriers 

have been drawn away. Victorious has boon plaoad at your dispoanl. Illu-

atrioua muat come hone for refit. Formidable is busy with Toroh but also 

overdue for rofi t. The deetroyers have be on out to a ninimum for t ho aelce 

of Torch and the Ruosian convoys. Our shorta, o of destroyers is frir,htfUl . 

Therefore, althout)> the battleahips for tho Eaatorn Fleet are, or will be 

"r·-n hy 8~1 tieh 
- rt . ••1., 3-29-?a 

?uu s Date MAY 5 i972 
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From: London 
To: '}'he President of the l:nited States 
!·lumber: 258, Jo.nuar; 10, 1943 

all ready shortly, they are sl:orn of their indispensable ancillaries. The 

fleet in the Indian Ocean exercises a certain deterrent err·ect as the enemy 

do n ot know >that it lacks . Also ,.,e hope to send Unicorn t o join i t pre tty 

soon, b ut it will not be possible with t h is fleet to enter the Bay of "ent:;el 

until i t has b een r einforced •nth carriers , nor indeed is t he fleet necessary 

for operations now being undertaJ:en by Fi eld Marshal Wavell before the hlonsoon. 

3. I have b een ardently pressing Fiel d Uarshal Wavell to take the 
.. 

offens ive to t he utmost but , as we hS,'Je had to cut off his supplies of landing 

cr aft for the sake of Torch o.nd i'u~ure operations i n the Torch area or elsewhere, 

' he wi ll not be a ele to mo.nage al\)'thinf> more t han operations Cannibal and . . 
Ravenous before the monsoon . I am quite sure that h e has b een most o.nxiou s t o 

bring the gr eatest force to b ear on land upon the enemy and to press forward, 

but i t is ab solutely no use Chian~; or Stilwel~ saying tru:t CIOn can be maint ained 

at particular points in those mountainous and rain sodden jungles when i n effect 

we know that they cannot. · There are plenty of troops in India but the di ffi-

culty is to supply them in t he forward area uneor the prevailine condit ions. 

4. I hope therefore that any assurances to Chiang may wait till 

Symbol. In the oee.nwhile Field Marshal Wavell i s keeping r.eneral Sti l.¥ ell 

ful ly informed of the limitations which maintenance difficulties impose on his 

present operations. We had hoped t hat General Stilwell would h ave been ablo 

to make these problem• clear to the General issimo. 

Ho Sig 
r~rn ,1 T"!r"" t•• .,..,. I 

G~ 1 • 
By R. H. Purko 

,.-,...""1"'"ff 1-T"' E ~~i ti_oh 
I' • • -~1. , 3-29-72 

Date 1~y b I' 
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BRITISH EMBASSY 
W ASHINGTON,D.C. 

January 27th, 1943 . 

Dear Mr . President, 

I enclose the tex t of a message 

for you f rom the Prime Mi nister which I have 

Juet received. 

I shall be delighted to hear you 

are safely back f rom your great trip, and 

shall much look forward to seeing you. I 

have no doubt your talks will have been more 

than worth all the trouble of getting to meet ! 

Believe me, 

Dear M.r . President, 

Very sincerely yours , 

The Honourable 

..:;s ? -A 

Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

President of' the United 

of America, 

Washington, D. C • 

DiCLASSI1I£D 
By ~uthor1~y of,~~t 

States ----rJ" J 

.J,~ J/..il.~l,a_ 
By d Dute ~AY 5 1972 
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Message from the Prime Minister to the President 

dated January 27th, 1943· 

The Turk ie delighted, as you will 

eee from his message to you. I am again in 

Cairo and s hall start in a day or two to secret 

rendezvous in Turkey, name of which I will 

telegraph later. I will keep you fully informed. 

Hope all is well with you and that you are not at 

all fatigue cl . We seem t o have got a go~d deal of 

world press. 

ur 1thh l\l!.URt\1.' ~ I ~ •• ' ,.[ L} 

Govt., s~~~~ n~p L . \ el .. 
" l\. B. Parke Daie 1.1~~-785 1972 
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rued 30/1254Z 

Fr or.u London 

• 

CC'r.D 
30/1217Z 

Toa Tho President of tho United Statoe 

110 259 Jnnuary 30th, 1943. 

Former Uaval peraon to Proe1dent Rooaev·elt . Perasonal and. 
--}.!any happy and glorious returne of tha day fro"' your frie nd . Winston . 

PRIME 

REGRADED r 'C ~%'" - FD by Bri tieh 
Gov t. , ~ 1.. ~ Dbpt . ~o l., 3-29- 78 
By R. II . Pat•ku Dato - -

MAY 5 1972 
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BRITISH EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

February 2nd, 1943. 

Dear Mr. President , 

I enclose a meesege which hae 

juet been received f or you from the Prime 

Minister. 

Another long telegram has just 

come i n which ie probably the document 

referred to in the s econd paragraph ot the 

meeeage. I will send this down as soon ae 

it ie decyphered. 

D!CLASSI7I!D ~ 
By Author i t y of~ 

@mM.. .j ~ t/12 J-:r;._ 
By JiOff' Date MAY 5 1972 

Believe me , 

Dear Mr. President, 

Very sincerely yours, 

The Honourable 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

President of the United States ot America, 

Washington, D. c. 
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Message f rom the Prime Minister to the President. 

1. I hope indeed you are safel y returned and are 

not unduly tired. 

2. 

success. 

My visit to Turkey wa.e in my opinion a great 

I send you the following short note of my 

conversations with President Inonu and a paper called 

"Morning Thoughts" which I gave him. 

I pursued a method of perfect trust and confidence, 

asking for no [1 group undecypherable] but giving t o t he 

utmost of our power. In this atmosphere President said 

that paper was wholly favourable to his views, that it' 

Turkey was allowed to be j udge we should get all we wanted, 

that he was in complete sympathy wi th us . I f ind him a very 

agreeable man and we made friends at once. Indeed he was 

moat warm and cordial in all hie att i tude and he and his 

Ministers reiterated again and again that they longed for 

our victory. I made it clear that I did not wish them to 

enter t he war in any circumstances which would lead to 

Turkish disaster , which would be our disaster too , but that 

when circumst ances were favourable I was sure it would be in 

the interests of Turkey to play her part. EVerything we 

eai~ 1n this sense was accepted with lively accord. I aske~ 

them whether there would be trouble with the Germans about 

my visit. They said that they did not care. I had f eeling 

that they have received an impression of internal condition 

of Germany very much more satisfactory to us all than 

anything previously received by them. 

REGRADED l' .. , • "<r-· •n ~ S 
Covt ·: •·· '· • Y r l tiela 

. , St.n~ ... Wu.t)" • \O .L. , 3- 29- g 
By 1\. H. Parks Date MAY 5 1972 

4./ 
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• 

message. 

t 

-2-

Pres i dent Inonu is sending you a cordial 

I hope in reply you will back me up and 

eend a good long telegram. They all attach the 

gr<!ateet importance to everything you say. Ir you 

can add something about an additional packet of 

munitions this would also be very good , al though 

difficulty will be getting them in to their hande 

rather than providing t hem • .. 

.. 

·. 

• I 

f/ 

-- · 
06 41 
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SRITIS'I '!l'PASSY 
',i-;AS....Y ~''1TCN , D. C. 

r ebrua ry 2nd, 1943. 

' 
Deer ''r . Pr~sldent , 

I enclose the !\a rth~'~r mes&a7e froM tho ~rime 

Vin1oter which I mentlonod in my eo.r lier l ette r today . 

I also enclose a copy or • oersono.l moseo.G• 

to you rro-n Yr . Eden, . v-.h 1ch h~s just come 1 n • 

~eli~ve ao , 

Dear !:r. Pr~sident , 

Very sincerely yours, 

/•/ Hnli!'u. 

The Honourable 

Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

Pr•sident of the rn1ted States 

of A"M'ric::a , 

Weehin- tcn , D. c. 
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l'essa e !'ror. the PriC\c ~,:i nlst~r to tr.e ?ros~C.ent . 

REGRAtED UPCLASSIFI!D by 8ri t i eb 
Govt. . . .u Dupt. tel . • 3-29-72 
By R. H. Plil'kB Date MAY 5 1972 

Note on Po&t- V;ar Security . 

linen United Nat; one led by t" ree Cree.t Powers , Gr eet Sri tftl n , 

ll~!ted States end LS .S. R. hQvO r~coived unc<ndHional st•rrender of 

>ormo.ny Atld Ite.J ~ . Great Pr ite.in and ttnited States will tu r n their 

full force a~ai~st Japan in order to punl•h ef:eetively th~t •reedy and 

e.mbi t!ous net~ on for ita treaeh~rot.'G- assaults and outre.Y.~U! and to 

proeurc li k.e'rl se frotr Jape.n uneond'l t · onal S\~ rrer.der . 

2. In this , e.lthoul"i'l no troaty erron~~ent has been tr.ade , 'It 

aoomo pr obable tnot Greet Br itain and ll"lted Stc.tes will be joined by 

s. T!:o peace conference of tho victo r ious po-.vors will pr obably 

a.ssembl o in r;,,rope Y:hile final st.eros of' wer a";air.st Japan are atill 

in ~rorress . ht thi s conference the detee.ted e~rcssor eountrieo will 

reeelvo direc tions of vietoro . Cbjoet of these do r ectio~• will be to 

provent as effeeth·ely as ~oaaibl1: ronc. al of ~ts of ac;~reasion or the 

kind• ~nioh have caused t'.ose t>~ terrible wer s in Sur , pe in one ~en-

erntion. :or this nureoso and oo far as possible total disormfnont of 

ruilty natl ons wil l be onfcreod . On the other ha nd no attc;u!'t will l.e 

mt>do to destroy thai r peo,..,lea or to pr~vont them £ainin~ thol r ll vinr 

and loo.di ne a decent lFo i 1" s~ite or all the crl.mes they have committed . 

It is recoen· ted th•t it i• not possible to me~e the vanquished 

cay for war as r.&t tr!od las t ti~o , an~ conaeo~ently task of r ebuildin, 

ruined and ster vin- Europe will docand fro~ conquerors a ~eriod of exertio• 
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tcnrcely l~ss sever~ the~ t.'lo.t of the v1ar . ~tsia ~artieul•rly wrlch has 

auffer~d 8"th a horn ble cevaotatlon •-ill be aBed b every poarlble ny 

In her v:ork of r estor!ne the eeono:'\le llfe or !-.er people . It aoemo probable 

th t or.ono-r.ic reconstruction e.nd rehahilitation will oecC!'Y full oner~1es 

or all countries for a ':COd many Yfl&rs in vi•· of their orevi oua ex;~er­

ioncos end l e<&ons they have l o1nned . 

6 . Russia has s iRn•d o treaty w•th C.r eet Britain on haoie of 

/.tlantic Char ter bindin~ both no.tiona mutually to 8id each other . The 

duration of t:.is treaty ia t:.:•nty )•ears . Py it and by Atlar.tie Charter 

the 1:<10 nations rer.ounee all Idea of territorial -ains. Ruaa1ana no 

doubt irteroret t'l• as ;1'1'1 nc the:n ri•.ht to claim, subject to tl>e1r 

av,re•mnt wit" Poland , tho! r f•ont1 er of June 1941 before they 11-ere 

attacked by r,•r.n•ny . 

6 . It ) s the iot•ntion of ehiofs of the nnited Not1ons to creo.to 

.. world ore a ni zati on for tho or e •erv•t i on or ooace based upon the 

conce9tions or f r eedom ani\ justice and tro revival of prospority . As 

a cart of this or~anizat.;on an 1n.strument of Ec:ropean Govern:r.ont will 

be estsblished which will <:~~body th') soirit hut not he subJect to the 

weakneso of' for.-•r leaT\le or liet "on a . The u~its for!ll1n~ t.>,is body will 

not only be the -rreat nations of l'urooe and Asia ·•1nor only. lleed for 

e Scandina,~an bl oc, Danubian hlcc and a Balkan bloc anpenr to bo 

ob,~ous . A simllor instrument will be for med in t>te ~'er Enst >tith dif­

~erent memb~rshio end the vl'lolo Vlill be hol d to.:ethar by the fact thet 

victorious cowers as yet continue full)• e nned , esoeol ally I n t ho air, 

,_.,he l!toosin• conphte dlaamamont upon the ::;uilty . None can orodlot 

with certelnty that tho ~lo'.ors will never ouarr el amonrat thomsclvea , 

or that the Pnited Stntes Jl\&y no~ once oraln reti re f'ro2 Otrope , but 
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•fter tho e1nor ie!"!.ces *- ieh all l':.e:v~ "~"one throuo:h, an~ their &utrerin~a 

and tho cert~inty thnt a third atru~·le ~~11 destroy al l thrt ia left of 

culture , wealth an~ civ1li:4tior of ~ankind and ro•uee us to thn l 'vol 

e.l:noat of wild beasts , tr.e most intonsa effort will be rr.aoe by t~o 

leadin;; Powers to !>rolon~ the! r hono\\rable assoc iation and by saorifice 

ond aolfrestrai~t to win for themaolvos o glorious na~e i n human annala . 

IJroot !lritain will cerhinly do her ut:nost to or;;c.nite e. coall tion of 

roeistance to eny act of ao;rrasdon corru".i tted by a."ly !?ower; it 11 bolievod 

that the t"nl bed Ste. tu will cooperate wit.'> her and even !?Otti bly take 

the lead of t!te l"'rld , on account of her nUlllbers end strenr;th , In the vood 

work of ?reventi w. such tendonc!et to a.":""r'!:~d on before they break into 

opon \1e.r . 

7 . The hip;hest socuri ty for Turkey in ~ost-war world will be found 

by her takin". her place as 1\ vict<>rioue bclli•erent ~d ally e. t the 

side of ~rent ~ri to.in , tho llni ted States !llld Russia. Ir. this wo.y o start 

will b• made in e.ll !'dendlineu and confidence , end a new instrucent will 

~row around the ~oocwill and o~.radeshi~ of those who have beer. In the 

field to~ether , wit~ !>~erful ~ies. 

8 . Turkey :oe.y be drawn into war e1 ther by being .. ttecl<ed in the 

deapUrin!'; convulsicna or & atill very parrerf\Jl Mazi 90'f'er , or becauao 
• 
,lt&r interests require he r to interveno to help prevent total anarchy in 

tho "e.lkans , en~ 11lso beoa\lse th~ s • nthcnts of :oodern Tur key e.re in 

harmony wi tor the lo.r ~e an ·l "enerouo conceptions ernbo~ied ln tho Atlontic 

Chorter, which are ~oinv. to be fou <(ht for and defended by ne" •onorationa 

or :ren . 

9. l'ie :m:st thor~fore consider the ca:o or '!-url<ey •eccmin~; a 

belli : erent . ?he :ili~~r· an• technical side is unrer ex~ir.atlon by 
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T'arshe.l t;hcknelc , Jenerals -=rooke , Alo,.ander , ~i 1 son a..."\d otrer '"ich 

tec hnicnl outhor itles. ~he oolitic&! osnect is ~o less important . lt 

would be wron~ fo r Tu rkey to ent6r tho v:or un1eos herself o.thcked, 

if thnt o~Jy led h~r to a disaster , o.n<1 ho r ally Prita1n hu never asked 

and will ne,·~r os• h~r to do so un~er suth eondi ti o"s . en the oth~r 

h <Od if !:h~ -eneral orrenslve strent;lh of 'i'llrkey is raised b·· •he 

~easures new bein~ taXen , and &lao by the increasi r.~ ~cakneaa of Nati 

':·er-any, or b~· thq i r withdrawal to e :-r~ator diste...'1ce , or by tho ~roet 

divisions to.l<in~ place in Sul~rria , or b:• tho bitte r cuarrel betv1oen the 

Fu:naniana and the !:3un ... o. r i&ns ovor TT'M ayl vs.nio., o r throu~h the internal 

resistance to !jennan and Italian tyre.nny !l\tr.m by Yu':osle.via and !Jreece : 

for eny cr all of th~se reasons and causes , Turkey shoul<! T)lay a 94rt 

and win her place in the council or victors . 

10. In tho fi r st instenee it is poo•ible t hot tho milHarv oitue.tion 

mivht be suoh thot Turkey wovld roel justified l.n t akin-c the semo exten~ed 

view of neutrality or non- bolli•erency no char aeterl z1d the attitude or the 

t'ni t-o<! States of A:-crlctl to,.~rds 11r~ot Prlte.in before the Uni ted States of 

"""'rlce ..... dra-r.n into the war . J· thh connexicn the destruction or 
Pumnnian ollfioldo by o.ir attocks ~y Pritioh ond F~erlcon alrcTaft operatin~ 

f rom Tur ldsh e.i rtl e ld.s , or r e - fuollim; there , would havo for-reechlng 

consequenoec and 1d cht i n view or tho oil senrci ty in Germo.ny appreci ably 

shorten the stru~ole . I~ the one way also the avnllaHlity of air bases 

or refuell!n~ ~oi~ts ln TUrkey woul~ bo of ~r oat a saisteneo to Great 

J:"rStain in h•r noce&tar:: atte.e\1:: on the rodecancse, a."ld later upon Crate , 

for wh1C')1 5n a:ny ctose , 1'1hether 'tl'e f,et ._,olp or not, General 7i11aon ha s been 

d~ r eo ted to 'Oro:>tlre durin~ the pr~sont year . There Is a lao the immensely 

imoortnnt que•t•on ol' openin- the Strait• to Allied onrl then cl ooino; to 
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Turkey would hav~ deoar t~d rro.'!l atrlotl ;< ir1cnrtinl neut.r~l1 ty and de-

fl:litel y hove token sides with the llnltod l'<>t icns wlt.hout however en~a<in~ 

her anr.ios offensively ae-oinst 11~r-rna.ny or e,.lt"'er'ie.; and tl.tose nu.tio!l3 would 

out u:> wit'> t)>j s aetion on •h'l oort o~ turkey l:~couoe they would not wish 

to eTelte her to "'ore aetiYe hostility . 

11. '!<mover , we oe•not ourvey tots field w:ithout fooinv, thB pos-

sibil;ty of' 'rur~ev becomini!: e full bolli•erent and of l-or ar:r,\oa advancln-, 

into the ?alhns side by slAe wl t ' th~ "ussians on the on& hand ln the 

nort.'l an~ the 'rltl s~ to tho southward . In the event of Turkey roeo:;.ing 

thus -lir~ctl:f in'Volve,! 91 tl>er of~oncit·ely or throne,h beinr, attarked in 

eonse(!t•enee of ho- attitude , she would rocei ve the t•tmost aid frc:o all 

her allies Olld in addition it wt>Uld be ri p;ht for her before ineurrine; 

a drtl t l onnl r1aks to oeel· oreci se ~uoranteos as to hor terri tori&l ri-,h ts 

after the w~r . 'lrAat ~rl tein vtould b• willin~ to yive these r;uarantees 

in a tro,..ty at a.ny time qd te indeoendontly of any other power . She is 

also ':'11 lllnt to join trl th Puss! a in -11'1r- such '!Uira.nteu and 1 t is 

believed that ,~ .. in would !>e wi llin-; to na<e a treaty to conr the 

case or ~urY.oy beco~in~ a Cull belli•orent either inde~ondontly or in 

conjunction with llr~at ~rita.in . It eooms certai n to ll.r. rhurchill that 

?r•si~ent Roosov~lt would "lndly ossoolote hics~lf wit'> such treaties 

settlo:tont to U.at $nd . At the sa.':'.O tlrns ae nust not 1'"1\oro t!le dif-.. 
ficu lties w~ich ''nltod States Constitution intcroosoo a r:ainst prolon~ed 

r,ur ooean com' itmon ts . Those troati"S and auure.nca. would noturally 

ran wlthin tho ambit of th9 wor ld - instr u.'1lont to orotect all countr i es 

fror.: wTon~-doin,. which H ia our main intention and inflexible resolve 
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to create, should ";o~ ~ ve lll t~e 'ower o!'l-\ lay thi_ s ~i ~h duty upon us . 

Messa~e f ro!'!\ r...;r. 10;den to Pres1 dent Roosevel t . 

The.nk '"OU "ery r.>Uoh for tho kind nsssere which you sent 

f'T!"" t-~rouot\ ~eck. I too much hO!)O we oav ~.,..,t a~sin soon . 

••• 

0648 



'~'he '~ono11reble 

.I -.. 
BRITISH EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

near !Kr. Pr~s1 1\ent , 

Jn my l<Jtter of Febr1H~ry ?.nl\ I 

sent you thP text of the document which 

the Prime 1'inister rrave to President 

Inonu when he was in Turkey. 

I have been asked to let you 

know that in handing this document to 

President Inonu the Prime ·~inister 

emphasized that it represented his ·. 
nersonal views, end that he had n ot hnd 

time to oonsul t the Cab i net in the matter. 

~elieve me, 

Det1r ur . President, 

Very sincerely yours, 

DICLASSIYIJ!D 
B7 Authority of {boi tiAJ, 

~~Bl1~1il1 n, ~OOBeVPlt, ~g hl urun I far.L '{?v 

B:r: QM~ Date MAY I 5 1972 
Pr'lsir)P.nt of th'l nnited qtstes 

of America, 
111A8hil10'tOn 1 D. IJ , 

I 

• 
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THE W HITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTO N 

17 February 1943 

~ The "s~ort note" and the doo~ent "~orning 
Tho•·~t e" , referred to in the Pri,.e :O:!nister '• dis ­
patch to the President of 2 Februnry 1943, a.~ d also 
\n J~rd Hnlifnx•s letter to tho President dated 10 
Febn1ary 1~43 , both of wrioh arc attached , were 
nevor reeo! ved in the J.:ao Room, nor ls there any 
rooord of them in t he ll'h' te Rouse . 1/! ss ~atcholder 
directed t h nt the letter of 10 February l S43 be 
filed until the two papers w~rA located. 

VI . r . '/OTT 
Lt. C'omdr., " . S . N. R. 

~ . . 
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J.:.,'i/JJi 1 
2/ 3/l:?.35P 

Frofl'l: 

1 

CC\ID 
2/3/ l').OlZ 

London 

To: The Pr~s1dP.nt of the United Statea 

No 260 :Fc-brurry 3, 194:-1 

l'ol'l:16r l:r.Yr-1 Peroon t o Prea1d•nt R.,oa•v•lt p•re.,=l rmd .... 
Soe Stalin1 a tpl~gra~ to us both of Jan~r~ 30. I think 

he in entitl•d tn more pr~cise information, and no one can 
ke•p secrete b~tt•r. 

I think therefore ~e ehould say that -

(A). There ere quartor ot n million Germans and 
Italiene in Eastern Tunie ia. We hope t o d~atroy or o.xpel 
these during April, if not earlior. 

(B). When t'hh h accoo'Oliahed ~e intend. in July 
or earlier if possible, to attack Italy acrose the Centrnl 
Meditcrrnneen with the obJect of promoting nn Italian 
collapse, and establiahing contac t with Yugoslavia. We 
~xpect to meet with aerioua opnoe1t1on fro• O~rcan foreca. 
If not, our teak vill b• much ~aa1er . 

( C) . Thi s onorntion will invo lve nll thP. shipping 
end landing craft we cen got to~ether in th~ Mediterrannen 
and ell tho troopo we can have trnined i n r ooeul t lt.nding 
in time, And ~ill be of the ord•r ~f thr•e or four hundred 
thousand m~n. We ehall pr•s• r-~v edT<&O~e to the ut~oot 
one• porto ~f ~ntry r nd landing boaes haYe bften estebliahed. 

(D). We pre 1\imin~: at A\11':11st f or " henvy operntion 
ncroas the C~nnel. for vhich b~twPen sevftntr~n and twenty 
Britiah end OS d1Y1ai?na v i ll be AVA ilAble, of vhieh f~ur 
to onYen ~ill be US diYiaiona, with a groee etreneth of 
fifty th?uoend eech . H~re " gil in nssault lending craft 
will be a limiting f~' ct?r. 'II Po tiV>r may , <> f coureo, opoil 
the Channel operation, in vhi ch c&se it v ill be pr ep&red 
v1th otr~nr.er fore~• f or s~pt. 

Rl:GRJo,!)oc1 VIICLA 
Govt, . -, • e D SSIFIED by British 
By R. H p , ept ' t<>l. • 3-29-72 

• atoH.o Dato 
MAY r; 1£ 
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(E). Bo~h ~he opPrP ~ions will be •uppor~ed by "r•ry 
h :rge US end Brit Air Fore~•, end thr t n.cross ~he Chl>nnel 
by the ~hole metropolitan a ir force of Gre~ t Bri~. To­
eethar ~heae ooer&tions atra in t o ~he Yery u~=oot the 
s~i~~ine resourc•• of Great 3rit and tho US. 

It would also ·~v thot in recanting t he conclusions of 
our Combined Chi efs of Stnff , th~ Pres ident and the Primo 
~1n1ater heYe enjoined upon thea the need f or the utmoat 
apP.•d enc f~r reinforcing the a ttacks ~0 the OY.~r•mo l i mit 
~111 t 1s hwn4nly and phynicnlly poui'H•. Let me knov vhet 
you feel nbou~ all thia. I bnve u:l ked it sll over with 
CJGS Wh'> ia 1n egul,:•n t • 

i ""' so g).;. .d. ""t you nre home ege.in. I hope all baa 
gone W'lll with the conttitut lor. . I ~hi.ll tte"!Cl. b,.. :1\')Vi..:Jt; 

brick by stages. K1n<\P$t rP;:ards tr, H>•l'I'Y. 

REGR 
Govt. 

By R. a. , -··"~ 

: n i•J llrit ieh 
• 1., 3-29- ?a 

Da$o 
:.1,11 ) 1972 



1 

LCRl 
filed lllSZ/Sth 

CC'im 
11202/Sth 

Fromt 
To: 

London 
President of the United Stntea 

llo 261 February 6 , 1943 . 

Former !laval Peraon to President peraonel nn~ 

I propose to &ivo the House of Co~~ons some account of our 

joint affairs on Thursday ll~h at noon BST . 

I have received froa Ceneral Alexander a """'"&" saying that 

the directive 1 eave hio on August 18th has been fully accomp l ished , 

as tho eno~ have boon dr iven out of ECYpt, Cyrenaica and Tripolitania. 

(see ~ immediately followint; tolet;re.m) Moreover tho advance forces 

of tho Desert A~ are already advancing into Tunisia . Tpis therefore 

ia the :noment when tho Eighth Arrt/11 should como under th& co=and of 

Ceneral Eisenhower. 1 propose to e.r.nounce this, as it should certainly 

come frott this end.~ therefore propose to you that Alexandera and 

Tedders appointments should be r eleased to synchronise with ~ state~ 

mont in Parliament, If you agr ee, the be•t arrangements for synchronising 

can bo made between the press officers conoerne~ I hope however that 

no advance inforcation about the Eighth A~ wil l get out before I 

t ell ParliL~ent. 
BEGRAr<:r r · · '~"-T'"" 1:;: Brl tiah 
Oovt. , ~ • , ~· ut.p',. . t.ul . 1 3-29-78 
BJ R. ll. Puus Date MAY 5 1972 
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From1 
To : 
llo 261 

London 
Pr esident of tho United Stntes 
Februnry 8 , 1943, 

, 

Pngo 2 , 

I have juet r eturned fron Alciors \\!:ere I had very sat1&1'actory 

talks w1 th Ehenhcr.rer, Shith, Giraud, :.lurph¥ and others . I hope you 

will approve of the anendod drafts of tho document conferrin~; a 

certain ndrlitional stntus and powor upon Giraud . l had not soon it 

beforehand althought m0 na~:~o WM ,onti oned , Murphy IUld llacl!.illan 

arrjvod a t a canploto agro~ont ~1ich Giraud very readily accepted . 

I have been travelling alooet continuously ainco I saw you laat 

nnd wi ll sond :;ou a .1\lrthor report in a few daya . I IIlli sendinr. you a 

separate moaaago about your proposed aoendmonts to m11 t oloeram to Joo. 

At first aight they soeo to bo admirable . Every eood wish to you, 

Harry e.nd all friends . 

l'Rl lJE 

BEGRAt"'r 
Govt.. • 
~J R. ll . 

..... --~-... 1 ;·aioh 
~-29-72 

MAY 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

8 February 191. 3. 

1.-:E:v.OP.ANDU?.! FOR 

ADM'IRAL LEAHY: 

Attached are two despatchefl from the 
Pri me Minister to the Prestdent, one of' which 
( #261) vrill require a reply. U!e have communi­
cated these despatches to the Presi dent and he , 
through Gene~al ~atson , gave us 1nfltruct1ons to 
request you to ureoare ~laid reply. 

Since ti~e is a factor in thts 
reply, the President added that you wet-e to 
use your good discretion in deciding whether 
or not it was necessary to get the President ' s 
euproval of your pronosed reply before sending 
it. 

Should you desire to subm1.t your 
pronosed droft to t he Pres tdent for app~oval , 
the Map Room would be @lad to t r ansmit 1.t to 
Hyde Park in a secure cryptographic system . 

Very respectfull y , 

w. c. 1.\0TT 
Lt . Comdr., u.s .N.R. 

2 Incls . 
Pl'l .1(, I, _, ' ~. 

' . DJ:CtAS:tFIO 
117 Deputy A1"<>h • • ··~ .,,. tho u.a. 
~ ~· J . Stol•:.l't JJa t u MAY 5 1972 
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2LCR 
filed 1122Z/8th 

cavm 
ll50Z/8th 

From: London 
To: President of the United States 

Uo 262 February 8 , 1943, 

Prioe Llinistar to !'resident personal nnd - ( signed PRIME) . 

My im!nediately preceding telegram,. 

Following is exchange of messages referred t o. Begins. Prime 

Hinister to General Alexander, Com.'tUUlder in Chief in the Uiddle East . 

Your prime und mnin duty ;•till be to take or destroy at the 

earliest op?ortunity the German- Italian Army commanded by Field 

Uarshal Rommel , to~ether ·Kith all its sup?lies and ostablishMents in 

E~pt and Libya. 

You will dischar~e or cause to be discharged such other duties as 

pertain to your command ldthout prejudice to the task described in 

paraeraph one, i7hich ~ust be considered parn.m.ount in His Hajestys 

interests. Ends General Alexander to Prime Uinistor. 

Sir, the orders you gave me on August 15th 1942 have been ful-

filled. His L!ajestys enemies together with their impedimenta have been 

completely climi~ted from Egypt, Cyrenaica, Libya and Tripolitania, 

I now await your further instructions. 

- . 
PP.IL:E 

• 

~·=·ttJ~:':"~ l~· ~· · ':'7='~-~ -
1 

~1'1 tiab 
GOY'\..' ... :.-- : ) J.,\,1~ ". \Jl . ' 3-29-72 
By R. ll. Pnrka llato 

MAY 5 1972 
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filed 10/0252Z 
r.td 

London 
~·Ito Pr esident of t he Unl. t ed Stntes 

::o. 263, February lOth , 1943 

I send you tho messaro 1 hnve sent to Joe ao anendod in 
accordance with your wishes . "PriMO :!inister Churchill to 
Pre:1icr Stalin r:101t secre t Clnd personal. Your messatc of 30 
Ja~tary. I have now consulted the President and the nattor 
ha s been rofer rod to t he Staffs on both sides of t he ocenn. 
1 n:"t nuthor ized to reply for us both n3 followo: (A) "thoro are 
a qunrter of a million Germans and Italians in Easter n Tunisia . 
~e hope to dcstroJ or e xpol these durin~ ~?ril, if not earlier. 
( ll ) when this io accomplished , we intend in July, or earlie r if 
possible, to seize Sic ill with the object of clonrinr; tho Uod-
1 terranoo.n, pro.,otin& an Itnlian collapse <rl.th tho consequent 
effect on Greece and Jugoslavia, and wearing down the German 
Air Force: this is to be closely followed by an oper ation in 
the eastorn Mediterranean, probably acainst tho Dodecanoao. 
(C) This operation will involve all tho shi p[>ing and landing 
c raft we can get to&ether in the 'l.!editorranoan nnd all the 
t r oops we can have tra ined in assault landing in t~e. and will 
be or the order of 3 or 400,000 men . ~o shall p ress any advan­
tage to the utmost once ports or entry and landin& bases have 
been eatnblished . (P ) We are also pushing preparations to tho 
l init or our resources for a cross channel oper ation in August, 
in which both Sritish and ~nited St~tea units would participote. 
Here a r,uin, shippin& and assault landinr, c r aft will be limiting 
ro.ctors. If tho operation 1e delo.yod hy weather or other reasons , 
it wi 11 bo prepared wl. th stronger foroes for September. Tho 
tinin& or this Rttack oust or course be dependent upon tho con­
dition of Coman d efensive ?Ossibilltioa acroaa the chonnol•at 
that tirno . (E) Bo~h the operations wil l be supported b,y very 
largo United States ond British Ai r Forces, and that acrose the 
channel by the \fhole l<etropoli tan Air Force of .Crent llrite.in. 
Tocether these operations strain to the very utnost the shipping 
resources of :;rellt Britain &ltd the United States. (F) Tho Pres­
ident and I have enjoined upon our Conbi ned Chief• of Starr tho 
need ror the ut:.loot opoed and ror roinforcin(l tho o.ttaoks to 
the extromo lir.~it that is h\111\anly and physically possible." 

I sond you also a tole r.r a:> I htwu had fron hin about Turkey, 

n; ~, .. -­
Go·; t 
By R. "· 

.. · · "r! ~ l ah 
. ' ~-i..tt-72 

Date M.I\Y 
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J'ro:n: London 
To: ':'ho President of the United Sto.tes 

r:o . 2G3, February lOth , 1943 

nnd the conse quential Gessa;;e I have sent to lnonu •fter a 
lon;; talk with ~aisky ~o urcod it . Perhaps you can enphaaite 
it throuGh your channels. I hope we may be ~ore successfUl 
in making this marr i a ge than the oth~r . "Premier Stlllin to 
Premier Churchill personal and socrot. 

I r eceived your messa(;OS ooncarnin;; t he Turkish question 
on t ho 2nd and 3rd F'eorunry . lJany t hanks for informntion on 
your to.lks l'd th the lead in~: Turkish por sonali ties in Adana . 

In conr.oction with your auc~:eation that the Turk a would 
reciprocate any friendly r,esture fr""' the Soviet Union I 
l10Uld like to 11:ention that l'10 have alre lld:f nade ll number of 
statettonta, the friendly character of which is >tell knOI'm 
to tho Br itieh Goverment , some months before the Soviet Ger­
mtU'I l1ar llO well as after its becinnine; . f!owever the Tu rks did 
not ronct to <>Ur steps . Apparently they were nfraid to incur 
the wrath of t he Germans. I llJTI nfrnid that a aimilur recaption 
will be 11ooordod to the ge s t ure sug~;estod by you . 

Tho international position of Turkey re::>ains very delicate . 
On the ono hand Turkey has the Treaty of !Oeutrali ty and friend­
shi;> with the USSR o.ncl tho Treaty of ::utual Assistance n&ainst 
Aggreoaion \'lith Great ilr;.te.in,-on tho other hand ohe haa the 
Treaty of Friendship with Germany sicned 3 days before t he 
Gernan nttllck against the USSR . It is not clear to no how in 
the ? resent ci rcunstancea Turkey thinks to conb i ue her obligations 
vis-a-vie the USS!l and Great Br itain with her obligations vie- o.­
vin Gono~tny , Still if Turkey \'d shoo to make her re l ations with 
the USSR mora friendly and intimate let her say so. In this 
CRr.e tho Soviet Union would be willing to meet Turkey half way. 

or course l have no objuction ncainst you nakin~ a statement 
that I ·~• kept inforned on th~ An&lo-TUrkish neoting a l though 
I cannot aay that the in!'ornation -· ver.j run. 

I mah the Pirst ond the Ei&hth Arnies as '"ell na the AMoricnn 
troopo in J:orth Ai'r ion ovary success in the cooing offensive nnd 
a speedy cxpolsion of the German- Italian forces from the Afr ican 
soil . 

Lot no thank you f or your fri endly conl>r atulntiona on tho 

esse 
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Page 3 

Fro:::~: London 
To: The President of t he United Sto.tes 

l:o . t53, Febr uary lOth , 1943 

surrender of the Field J.!arshal Paulus o.nd on the euccessful 
annihilo.t}on of th6 encircled ene"')' t roops near Stalingrad." 

"Prime Lliniatcr to 1.\ons iour Sar ajo&lu for President Inonu 
per sonal nnd secret. 

I told Pre~ier Stalin about ou~ talks , and have described 
' to him the Tt•rkish de eire for closer u~erstandint with the 
Soviet Union . 

In repl y Premier Stalin has recalled a number of state­
ments of a friendly character towards Turkey which have been 
made by the Soviet Government in recent years. !lone the loss 
Consieur Stalin tells ~o that if it 1a the wish of Turk ey to 

. oakc her relations with the USSR more f r i endly and intir.ate, 
then the Soviet Govern:nont is \'rl.llinc; to meet the Turkish 
Government half way and woul d welcome al'llf sug~;ostions that the 
Turkiah Gover nment could make to improve relations bet ween tho 
2 countr i es . 

In these c onditions it seeos to Me of fi r at importance 
that you should carefully consider the nature of the nrranfe­
w.enta IVhich <tould best contribute to the r;rowth of confidence 
bet<:oon Turkey 9nd the Sot·iet 'Cnion. If you fool nblo to 
for::~ulato t hose I ' fool aure t hat Pr emier Stalin would be 
ready to r;ivc them close and s;r.n!)nthotic examination. You Vtill 
know that my ~;ood ofJ'icos are always available to pr001ote tho 
succe satul outc a::te of any uotot1at1ons between our Turkish and 
Soviet Allies . 

I fool most strongly that this i s e. very f ino op~ortunity , 
I eannot ooncee.l "'Y doo i ra for n worm renewal of friendship bo­
tweon Russia nnd Turkey Gi::ailar to thnt achieved by J:ustaphn 
f.enal . Thus Turkoy w'lile incr euin& he r o1m defences would 
stand botwcen ~·o victorious friends . In all t hia I &Q thinking 
not only of the w11r, but of the poet wnr period , Tell "'" U 
there 18 nnythinr; I can do . " 

Your nuobo r 257 . I will act i n the way you wiah but I onn -

06S9 
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From1 
To: 

London 
Tho President of the United States 

::o. 263, ~'ebrunry lOth, 1943 

not cu.arantee that there will be no criticism. I h«1ve re­
ceived tho attached r:otc fror.: Brendan llr o.cken who is in close 
touch with the firitish and Americ11n Pr ess hero . 

''I an havinr; qui to o. lot of trouble in peraundint: so:"le of 
tho nowspe.pcrs not to criticize tho A.":tericnn ho.ndlin.:; o!' tho 
!!orth Afr ican CM?&ir;n . If General Bisenhowcr'e apyointnent 
as Supreme Co:r:.:ander is otressed Md Gcnorl\l Alexanders nnd 
Air Vice t.:arshnl Tedders respectivo flrnctions o.ro left var;uoly 
undefined, l think wu :>ust expect a &tate of criticis" from 
tho Arltish Prone . In this roopoct I ho.ve no doubt that the 

· po:··uca '·:auld be reflecting the r;onora.l feclin~ in the country 
and ~!:oro -,;o·>l<l !,e far too """'Y 'people 7Jho would honestly feel 

" tha~ llritish C<X'l..,..,ders and Troop• hnd been unfairl;r icnorcd for 
tho snko or s~,u r.ovc in intornntionnl politics. 

Tho Britinh (.;ovo rn"'tent iR ucouotomcd to critici s!'l ttnd l.s 
not lil:oly to bo unduly rui'flod . nut the AlllericanG will very 
:'lUC!I ~osP.nt the o.lr.oat inevitauly resulting criticiom of 
General Bisenhm· .. er• a appointMent or fln:..' conp'lrison :etwcen his 
~lit•r:; GUAlificntions nn~ tho•o possessed by General Alex­
&rAor . I think it ia in~ortant therefore that the ~uolic 
:::houlc! be tol e! tho.t Oenoral .Ei.aenhcr::or is ConorAlissimo , tht.Lt 
Aloxo.ndor is cor'l:nllndinb the forooo of the Unitod j,ut.ions 
fit;htint; in Tunio, thnt Tedder is corur.tlndinr tho Ai r For ces . " 
I ah~ll utter the r.tont solonn \vurJ&in& ac;ainst controve rsy in 
't.hoso na~tora and ovory ei'!'ort will be ::>Ado by Jracken behind 
the scenes . Please do ~:v like on your side to holp your 
taithtul ~rtner . The Russian successes see~ to c o to be 
oponine o.ltoe,cthor n JW¥1 situation. try hearty eonr;ratulatione 
on Oundo.lctmo.l . 

06€0 
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FOR THE PRESS I!.!l.!EDIA TE RELEASE FEBRUARY 11, 1943 

The President received 
Minist er Churchill enrly today: 

~~ ~o.&QJ .:fes>ka ... ,J 
the ~:tug ~stl:eg; s:n from Prime 

''As 1 h6"& aa\d , .r r'Jnr~ rcrth ~~e11t Arrlca 13 e. '"nitol'f litetoa operAtion 
un~er ~~rice~ Comman~ . -he ho\n~try betwe~n our resper~iv& s~heras , w~ 
ha,•e o~r~ed, a~all be the exi st\neo rront1 or -.,etr.een l":-ipo!· tani a nntt 
"""nntsin . f\r ' v1rP' ronmr-J on its qu.,at, .,., ,..,_ ~ .. """''el , tho neaert 1\r.r':y 
is no-1: cros s~.n.,. the.t frontier . Jt wil" naturally come unller the or•ters 
or ~qneral ~isenhower as it passes jnto the Am~ riean snhere.~ l re~nrrl 
·~onoral ~isenhower us one of the finest ~on T hnve e~or r,ot and hnvo 
p;reat ~onr!tlenco in hi1, . At resohlnncn tho o.rrunc:rnent was made tho.t 
' tener al it. 1oY.n.nl1o r sho\•l-i '-~cco:ne "'..ep,:t~· ro:'t.'T'.&ntle r. in-riief under r,enoral 
~~ sCnhcwer 

1 
not only over the ,..,m; s ia.r crat'\ bu.~. for all 

pnrposes o'·or tl'!tt whole f i "'!l.;, l'tl'oen t,..in tre.,afer of t~e "'~Jsert / r:-r.y 
t ook plel"e . />ir rhief · ·ersl'-e ll To~rler "'ft<'O":~s Ai r ron-ancter \""! t"'-'ef , 
··~~; ~errarean , an~ reapon&i~le to r.·~cral ~~s~n~ower for ell air on~r• ­
tSons !n ~is theatre !t the sar.~ t!"e • All a!r forces t~rou~hout the 
w~ole of t he .. id~lo ~oat will elso he un~er ~Is oontr ol.l.:.,..,ia Ia a r 
abcohtte ne<"ess i ty A !I our air !'or<'na fro"' J ybia , ryr-,ne ~cs en~ ~.,.ypt, 
and also our oow_,rrt:l aj r .for~''3S onerattn"' rrom · ·alta , are n<"tnollv 
nt+a<""inv the sane tareoets , r ot:h ry r1 .. htf'lr an"' ,..y bcr.~bbr a1 r<'rtl!'t, 
,""l·st as t~e gr itieh o.ne'l 1 "nit~..:. ~ .. et•s 1-.~r rori"OS e ..... ~ow '\'.'arVin"' !'rom 
.,.,m1 sia en~ /lf'l'ltrj o. \"ho l·et+er tt,at~ th" .,Yped anre1 Anrl t rnste.., Pi r 
r h i Af ··arshal ,.,.111'1Ar ror whor. ~eneral "t sonhoVJer so rer vj !'fly o.a~od:7 

/.::"'""1":er~ r.tus t t-c one C'ontroJ over all this , an~ that control :!lus t ben~­
ereisel\ by one -an ''nf\er the supre:ne <"OM"""anl'!er . Air 1"(C"'e •rarahal 
~'"onin .. l-a"'l , , n<"or hS- , orf!v: ousl:~ wor kin,. w • ~h the ~.;CI"ht~ J.ny, an~ 
w~osc ~erYice= ~a~e ~•en a~irable, r.!!l co~cftntrate air ooerst!ona 
~n ~n:pport of tho First an-! ~:v.hth ...,.ritial- A~1es antl other t r oopa on 
t he '!'urlslan front . M::iral ot thn '"loot Si r J.ndre-. C'un"i~rha.- , at 
t.l'\e sane time , v:"to alroa,•y c-orr.~anrls 811 ,...r1t! sh antl A!r:erican "aval 
forces 1n this theatre, 'i'l'ill lsn~';h!»n his <"Omn:an~ to the ea~t ao e.e 
t;o effe< '" ivol~l CO!'I?rlse ell the ellto~ oporotions insldo the '.'o~ltor ­
r anean . C'Tn tho '"~dltorranea" tho pr esont oom•l\lln~er i n chief will bo ­
c-o:no t'"o::r·an~er- 1n ~h· ~r in the J evant. , <ioo.linl" a l so wi+.h the ~,~ ~on 
o.nd all epnrnechoa rroJn the ~ o"= ~h hna~ouorters be; n• 1n "•;<pt\ 

~ 
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THE. WHIT!!: HOUSE. 

WASHI NGTON 

• u 

~ .. "'or mo to announee <txactly Yt}'>ern the line j s nrawn i s urmtJcesaary . 
however the ont~re orran~o~nt ja •ery pre~ise . ~c~eral ~ir uenry 
''a jtlnn "' "1~ l tr~on , now t'O"l\ranrl1n- 1n "Der sie antt Tre'l: where tl'te !·-t~ 
Arr.ry ls statior.orl will f'l l th~ .. ao onry in tho ~om-,n~~ of the ''ld4!8 
Past rreate,. hy "r~neral AJ .,,..8!"Aer' f\ aono~ .,t."l..,,t as -!eon t ).• ro='"ender 
i~ eh1 •~ to ~e~eral ~j eenhcwer . ror the present ti,e i t ia oroposod 
to l'ecp ?e r $il\ (UV1 2raq e !1 n aepar e.t:""~ r-om···an~ , a new c-o!'l'l""lanrler to 
he a poo4nt.e rl aoon . 

l.,., In tho meantimnJ th~ roneen'.: of '1enerol "'!i raw·• , who t'0'7::ent'\s the 
!-~renrr Amy now t-einr. ra!sod by Ame r icen r.e.teriel t o & powerf'ul force 
~hirh wlll play ito oart loter on in froe ' no the >renoh ~other) an~ . 
~ae heftn alrea~y ohta1ne~ by ~enorel ~~se-~or.~r ~o this a~y boin• 
placo~ un~er t~e ro~anA ot ~eneral Jnders on , a.lonv w~th the stronr. 
Hnj t .er! S+ates t rolea alr ear!y mover\ forwar, into "'nni Bi&. . l n th's wo 
~ave a ser!ea , or hi~rarc~y , Astobl 1ahe~ by inter~otional arran~onent 
t otally in aeeor~ w~th the ~o~ern irlea s , ~otwq1" v~rSoua allies, of 
tm)+.y o f' corN'\&nrl , anr\ a lso \lOt-Heor.: the thr&e services ; nn.mely , General 
t.-·~ s-tr'lhe»lor with Genero.l Alex·o.~v~er os his t\eput~· onrl diroctly nn(ier 
thert , the eO!'r":anders Sn rhief :nent1onorJ.L:' J trust the uouse , th~ pr eaa, 
an'\ tho ('lountr y , "fill be ftxtre'11oly c-autious not to <" r it1<"i se this 
Arra.n ~'lrnent or to r un ono Gnnor al a~ninst !lnoth~r t o tho ~ n~ury of tho 
s!"looth anrt harmonious relat19""'$ now or evo.111nt"" amon~ this ~rouo of 
hrot~~r8 whose teett- ar e i'!'l tha ,1oh . " Ot' he.ve two -.en, re~rl-able 
for ae l tles~~oa:s or ~harao ter anrl ~iedain or all personal arlvan~e~ent, 
in ~enornl ~is'n~ower an~ Qe"~ral Alexander . Yt la quito posoible 
t>-at one of the&9 fine days th~ l>ella will l-ave to be run-. a •aln, If 
they are let elone onrl ~i~ftn a chance. Tr not , In ell loyalty end 
('Omr adeshio in t he ]11J'ht or e~r('omatanrea we wlll ~uir\roet. ourselves 
to the problem. 

tn 
~ verythl n• that J am sne thn enemy \mows ""~ nothln• that hn 

c\oes not know , l hevo s~nf'Orely tr~'Jd t.o tel l the t:ons e . T a nneal, 
on hot~ sides of the Atlent•r Ccoan, to ell patriotic ~en ; let the 
oor 'le.t ne<"hinea roll int.o rattle ''"'~er the b8st ooasibl" C'oniUt\ors 
ror O\lr 8''('Cf"88 : stamn your rftot nn so,·ter n or ter"s anA ~• sC"h i"tf 
mah~r a , wherever thny rr.ay Nt fount! . /it •the uree~nt til'fiO that 1$ 
all 1 hev"' to say . II 

- 2 -

0662 



. . 

THE WHIT!!: HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

11 ~ ebruory 1!'43 

Tho followin ~ j S a ooraohr nso or meS8811'') •·o . 261 ( ?r '\mo 
·~inister to ""..he "Drcs~~ont or th(' 'n~ ""eti !;tates) . 

To Pres ~rlont. , nersont'l and ••• , fro"!\ t:oor mer l>'ovsl Pernon . 

Rereren<'e your nl'!'ll-ter 2!19 . "he rollowln, is MY advan<'~ tort 
wjth rofer enco to ehe.n~oe in <"Otnl'l'lt\nd anrl nny be P"i,•en out at ep'lroxj ­
ma+.aly tho tim& ,. sl1nll ho soeal~inr ~n tho "o118e of rornmons , ' , ., , 
l:ttl5 ho,•ra "S"', ~eb llt}'l. "tnor verbal af!'len,.ments nay M e.aAe by 

1'1\0 later . 

~he text of at~te~ont st.arta : 

As 1 hnve oai~ , hen<h Nor th "~•t .~frl<o Is o ''n ite~ ~tatoo 
op13r a tion uno:!c r J-atl!rS c::en C' crnmo.nf' . 'The bounrlary be two an our ros!>~<'­
t ive ap~eres , wo have &•reerl , sholl ~e th~ extatin~ f r ontier be ­
tween Tripolitan i a and Tunisia . ~r l vin~ forwar~ on Its quest, 
vrhich Is rom.'!\ol, the lloscrt Army Ia no., crouiM tho ~ frontier . 
}t v:jll not urnl ly come \ml1or the orrlcrs or (lonert\l ~isenhower o.s 
it passea into thft Americon sphere . J r er&r"' ~eneral ~j senhower 
ft8 Ol"lf!J Of the finest ~en ' h&Ye ""f! T Met an,- hav-, I"T88t C"onri~onc-e 
in him. At resablanr.a the arran•~ent wa~ ~•~e ~~~~ ~~neral Al~Y­
Bn der shoul*" bflcone no~tm•ty roJ'T\'T'On~er 1 n r '"-• ftf under "lnnorol 

\

t.!i senhower ;fr.ot O"'lY ovar tl'l'l '"un~ a ian a rea but., 11"" him , for 
oll ourpoaes over tre .. noh flel~when this tra nsfer of th~ "••art 
Ar"y t.f'tOlc ple<"e . ,61r ""' 1 e~ ··ara}oal1 'l'f\rl,.er b~<"Ot"te>S Air ro_,enrller 
in Chittf , ,~tHUtorranoan, an(t resnona1ble to ':ener.el ;'1 senhower 
for all oir opcrtltion• In hls th•otr• ot •h• "" me time . ~11 air 
forc-f'ls thro,•yhout thft whole of the '·' ~ d"l" ?"at wi ll also be \ln~er 
hSs eo~~rol . ? ' ie i~ an e~aolute ~~ress~ty e! our aJr ~orcna ~r~ 

tybia, ryre"eiro flnA :O:•yo+- , flnrl alto our nower rul • 'r rorr,a opera­
t.infl' f r oM ~ra)t·a , &.re &rt" t\lly nttackil"'"" th" eo.rf'n tar(rets , bot., by 
fi,...htor &n-i l)y l'lomhqr Bir('ro.rt, ~H8t as th.., 0r ~t~sh Anr\ 'n i terl 
~tatee J' r rooreoe are nmr •·or~jn"" frCJiff\ 't"un \,;i a an~ Alrqr}n . '"""o 
bettor t.,an +h~t expeden~· .. er:..f ... rnl't~ rl ,.4 r "'"ier "a raPal --~~Aer for 

R:EGRADt:: r '•.ss;~an by Brlthh 
Govt., •.. i-p< . ••• ·· 3-29-?a 
By R. H. Parke Date MAY 5 19lZ - 1 -
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THE W HITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

who~ ~ener~l ~isenhower so fArv1~ly aske~? ~here must ba one control 
ovor oll t.h~:J , antl tho+. control mHst he exe roised hy one mo.n nnrte r 
tho , .. ore11~ t"OMI"''&tldor. Jt~r "i<'O ' 'orshal ,.oninCI"hOJ"', \ml1-,r hj ·, , 
prev-'ousl~, wor}'\n~ witll the 7 l•""th Arey , anA whos'J eorv\ecs "'""'., 
ho"n n.C:tlrabl,. , wlll <"ODrAntr&t,. a t r op .. r attons 1-., $uonort or the 
F\rst an"' r.>j Cl'hth ::ri t.1 t;h l\r.ni • r on" ot"'ttr t-roops on the "'u'!~ t1 en 
"ront. JlA'f"''t rol or the Fleet ('i r JtntirGw runni nr-ho.t" , nt tho Sfl11'18 

t!ne, 'l':ho alr"'a.~y contManc'.n all "r~tj s~ en~ A."n9rieon •taval :.·orcas 
i~ trls t~eatre , will lenrthen h<o oo~n~ to +he east so as to 
erfe.-t!vely OOOl>riSft OlJ th" ell\e~ operatiOnS ino'~e t he .. e~i ­

t~rran~er . l"' t.he ... • ttj +Arrar.een tl-1.-. pres ~~~tnt co!'I\Mantio r 1 n chief 
will r ocome ('OJTIT!:.nn"'er ~,., oh~ef i n the l",'f'!nt. , ~tJal'n "' a.lso w~th 
t""e Pnr ~.,a snli all approaehas fron t~at n,uarter, "'tJs heai!qnarte .. s 
bein~'"' in .... ,.ypt . 1"-'or me to e.nnnnn<"e o~ly where t.,e li11e is Arawn 
i s unnf'!N"'Stary , however the entire arran !'lent is tren· pr~ciae . 
GAner al Sir }'onry ''e itland · ---i lsont no1r omrr.ondin"' i'"'l "Pers ia anti Troq 
w~orc the '~'onth Army ls stotioM~ will rn 1 the ve.rency in the com­
rrrantt of th" "hhll~t f'ast C"rcate" by 'j enera) A!eT.an~ftr' £ aopoint:nent 
aa ,.c~ut~· c-0::-..""::ander in chief to ~eneral "ia.,r.hower. ror the ~resent 
tiMe it i~ propose~ to keeo 0 e rs1a en~ :raq as a serarate <"~~and , 

a nnw cornwanAor to be appointed eoon . 

11'1 the neantime the consont of 'ienera.l f;i rau d , who conrne.n~s 

the f'renoh Ar"y now beinv; raised by k;Prl~an materiel to a power-
1'!•1 !'orcs wrlrh will play its part l ater on in rre,in • the !'renoh 
mothor l an~ . hos he ~~ a l r eady ohtajned by ~eneral ~~eonhower to 
this arm:' he~nr. placo"' un4er tho com.'!Jlan" of "1enara l A'""erson. 
alor~ vd tr the etronv l'ni ted States fore'! a alreac\y moved l'or...,er•l 
into ~~i aia. In thja we havo a aories, or hierarchy , estnbl~she~ 
by Internet! r al erran•ement t otally In eooor- w! th th9 :to~ern 
j i'f)&S , bet·::~ on "Tflriou$ elU es t of lJni t~r or C"Ormr.anct • anA also he-

/ 

tvtOO'l the t hre!A serVi<'80 ; l=aTI'Iel;v t ":er•er o} C'j snnhOWt'IT W~ t~ ':enert\1 r 
J\1 sxa:1der a a h' s ~eput;,, an,. <H r eC" tly 11n~or the.., , thn I'"Ommantfl.,r" 
,., rhief - ent1one'*.:J ~ trust th_, "C"w!'""J, tl-<1) or.,sc- . a r..t the roun';ry , 
will b.s oxtre'"'tely <"at•tiouR not ta ~rit1<"1ne th's arran~e1.ent or to 
r un one ~Anoro.l a,~ain& t a noth,.r to the 1n~~'·ry o!' th~ emooth e n"' 
'"' nrMon4 ous rolat~ons now prft"'an1 nC"' or:~on11' t~1s ~rowo of" broth.,ra 
whose t'3et"' are in th~ •ob . v~,, ~avo two men , ref'l"e.rVa""l" !'or aelr­
l~aonees or chera.-ter and ~~s~oin of all perao~al arl•oncerent, In 
"ftnere l 7 ! s~tnhower and "'terteral Al ftxenrler. H:. is qPi t:e ooasi bl~ that 
ono o~ t>-ea~ rlne ~&)18 the bell• .-Ill ha • e to "M r unv "aein, !r 
they ero 1-t oJone and ~'~'iven a ('hence. 1 r not , in all lo~!elt.y onrl 
nonrtH\eshio 1n the 11:-ht or e i r("t'Mstanc-e" we ~11 ed" ross oP rse lv"s 

- 2 -

066 4 



r 

to the pr~blen . 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

• 
Jt 

~,·orythi " "' t;hat. J flm sur e t l)e enemy know~" an rl noth;nO" t he.t he 
does not knovr, T hav~ sincArel y trie~ to t ell t he Pouse . J o:p!)eal, 
on both sirl~s of t,he Atlanti~ r renn , t~ all oatriotj~ ~en ; l et tho 
vr en+. ..,nr.hinas 1'"011 into ' ' A.ttlo tmder the bost pos~ibl11t condi tions 
for ot~r suoees!ll ; stPmo your f'oet on sower s or te.res an~ 1'1\i s<'h i .,f 
nake rs , wher.,ve r t.hoy rney be rountl . At the oresent tiMo thnt is 
ol l 1 }"love to so.~: . 

- 3 -
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;J:,;AR 1 
fUcd ll/SliCAI.l 

r ec1d .1.l/0559z 

From: London 
To: The President of the !lnited S~ates 

No. 264, 7ebruary l.lth, 191,3 

Formor !laval Person to President personal ~ pg' 2 
Your no 259. Follar.in(l is t he advance text of my reference 

to chruJq,es in command 'vhioh may be handed out at 1315 hours !1ST, 
Feb lith i . e. at approximately the time that I shall be speaking 
in the J:!ouse of Commons. I msy make minor verbal an:endments 
lat.er . 

Text of statement he!Jins • 

. French !!orth ,/est A£rica is, as I have said, a United State5 
oper.ation under American comnand. 1'/e have a,"I"eed that tho bound­
ary oetweon our respective spheres shall be tho oxi~ting f rontier 
between 'i'ripolitania and 'l.'v.nisia. But the Desert A:rm:y is nmt 
crossinP. that frontier and driving fOJ".•a."<l on its quest Tlhich i s 
i\O!OI!lel, A~ it passes into t!tc American ,~ere H will natural]Jr 
come under the orders of Cenor~ Eisenhowar. I have great con-
1'idc~ce in Ocnar a.L Eisenhowet· . I roo:ar<l Mm all one of t)l.e ' finest 
r.ten I have ever mot . Jt waa arranged o.t Casablanca that when this 
tro.nsfer or the Deser t Army took place General Alexander shou1d 
';>ocame Deputy Coamander in Chief Wider General Eisenhower.(!!ot 
only over the Tunisian ·Area but, like hin, for aJ.l. r · ,-,oscs over 
the wholo field.) At the "SIII\le time Air Chief L~arshal-Tedder be­
comes Air Commander in Chief , Mediterr&~ean and rosponsible to 
Gener al Ei~en.'>cr.1or for aU ai.r operations in his theatre. P.e 'i'>i.ll 
control also all air forces throU(thout the whole of the W.dd1e 
r.ast . This is absolutely necessary because our air force& from 
C:;ypt, Cyl'enaica and L:vda, and a.~.eo our powerfu'! o.ir forces 
operating from JA:uta, are act•1nll.y attacldng the same tarp:ct,, 'ooth 
by b<nber o.nrl by i i giltor aircraft, cs the United States and British 
Air Forces nc:m lforkinc froo .Uccria and Tu:ti.sia . You mu:Jt have 
one control over all t his , and that control must be exercised 
under the SU)Jl'e:.1e cot.~ 1andc:r by one man, who better than thl) trusted 
and experienced Air Chief l.larsnal Tedder for t'lhotl General &isen­
ho·.7:<r so 03J.'!lesl.!y asked? Under hiJ:l Air Vice !.!o.rshll Coningha;>, 

.. 
0«..: 

REG?.' 
Gov". 
By R. u . 

U " ' ,',£o li'D b7 Brltieh 
• pt. .,1 ,, S-29-72 

~~:.:s Date 
•.... • 

ncr.:G v• 
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Page 2 

Fro:o: Lordon 
To: Tho Prooidont of the \:ni ted !:tlltos 

::o . 264, Pebrunry ll th, 1943 

hitherto \"torl:in(l "i th the !:ir,hth A~·. whose services have boon 
:~uch adn .o. red, will concert the o.ir opora.tions in support o!' the 
Firs t and Eichth Dritish Arrtieo nnd other t roops on tho Tunisian 
bo.ttlefr ont . At tho sane ti,e , AdMiral of the Fleot Sir Andrew . 
Curulingho.n, who ~lrcady com;;Jo.nds ull tho nri tish and iL"noriean 
Naval Forces in thia theatre",- will oxtond his co:~mnnd eastwards 
so us to cooprioo effectivel y all tho CO&llo.tc O?erations inside 
tho Ueditorranean und the present eorr~ndcr in chief in tho 
Uediterr~loRn, with his headquarters in C~pt, will bcc~e 
c~nndor in chief in the Levant, dealinG also with tho Rod 
S<:e. and all tho nppro11.ches frCXl that quar..or . There iG no need 
for t'le to atmou.nca exactly •r.here the line is Cr&i'\""n, but avery­
thing is 11rr11ngcd with precision. Tho vacancy in the eomm11nd 
of tl1e Uiddle Enst eroated by Gonernl Alexander 's appointment 
as deputy cor..nnndor i!l chief to Conero•l Eisenhower will bo 
filled by Gonornl Sir Henry JJnitlund '":ilnon, now comme.nding in 
Persia and I raq where tho Tenth Arni'J 1a stationed. It 18 
?rO?OSed to ~oop Persia ~d Iraq na ~ sopnratc co~r.and ror 
the presor-t c.nd a. nev; cor.nander will shortly t e appointed. 

t:canwhile, Coneral Eisenhower has already obtained the 
con:ent or General Gir-au:i , fmo comr.aanda tho Prench a.n:'l,Y now 
boing raised by Az:1erica:1 eqllil)r.lent to a very po~rerful force, 
vl\1ich •till plny its part lnter on in liberatinG the French 
r.~othcrliLlld, to this lll"ny boint; placed under the comnand of 
General An<fo •·aon, tor,cther with tho stronG Unit ed Statoa rorces 
'":hieh hf\ve boon movod f orwnrd into Tunisia . Thus "" hnvo n 
hierarchy ~stnblished hy intomo.tional arran ~;emont completely 
in acoord with the modern ideas or 1111ity of' co!m1!Uld 

" 
G-o· " 
By R. 1! . ..... 

'J :ll'itiob 
,.,1 . , S-29-72 

Dato MAY ' '97~ 
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Pase :; 

Fromr London 
Tor The President of the United States 

No. 264, February ll, 194.3 

Jjet wcen v:u-ious aJ.l.ies , and also between the three sernces: 

/1
l,ll> wit: General Eisenhower with Gener al A1ex4nder aa. 'tis 

~ deputy and under them the comnanders in chief that I have men-
' tioned..:::J The House, the press and tbe country will, I trust, 

'\1 be Ver"3 careful. not to criticise this arrangeJDent or to run one 
general ag3inst another to tbe detriment of tho smooth and 
harmonious relations which ngn prevail among a band o! brother s 
whose teeth are in the job, In General EisenhO!'Ier , as in 
Qenet·al Alexander 1 you have two men remarkable tor selflA5sness 
of \)harac ter and disdain of all personal advancement. • .Let them 
alone , and give thEIIll a chance, and it i s quite possible that 
one ot t hese fine days tho bells will have to be rung again, It 
not , we will addres s ourse.Lves to t he problem in all loyalty 
and comradeship in tho licht of circ=tanees. 

I have really tried to tell tbe House everythillg that I am 
sure the enemy knOTts and nothing that he does not kn0'1 • I appeal 
to all patriotic men on both sides of the Atlantic Ocean to 
stamp their teet on mischief makers and s01<ers of tares 1 where­
ever they may be found, and let the great machines roll into 
battle under the best poss1blo conditione for our ouccess. That 
is all I have to say at the present tiDe. 

Nosig 

•• 
r\ tio\1 

3-29-1< 

ll)' f. . 11 . Parlts DatMAY 5 1972 
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filed ll/!135Z 

CC'rit> 
11/12382. 

From: Lon4on 
To: Tho President of tho United States 

l!o 255 . PobruarJ 11, 1943, 

Former !laval Person to Proai<lent, personal and•••ll'most 
1~edinte. Reference my no 264. 

The follov.i. ng pas sages ho.ve boon del eted from the t ext which 
I sent you, and I hope that you con ensure t hat they are de1etod 
f r on ony hand out: 

(A) Passa&c beginning "Not onl y over tho Tunisian area" 
and endins "for n11 purposes over tho r.holo field ." 

(B) Passat;e b e gl.nnins "To wit, General BieonhO'Ifer" and 
ending "and under the~ tho C~nders in Chief that I have mentioned" . 

PRIIJE 

lU:GRJ. n~r :· I J< ,; 
Govt . • , , L· P ii' l•y 3::.-i tieb 
"- D U L • \Ol u~ .-. . li. hrh · • 3-29- ?,a 

Date 
MAY 5 1972 
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LCR l 
!'lled ll/l'll5Z 

CCMl 
l735Z 

Froo: London 
To : The President of tho United Sto.tea 

::o 266 February 11, 1943. 

ForMer Naval Person to Pr esident personal and ••••• 
(signed Hughco) . 

Ape.rt !'rom 1111 the broad topics vre have discussed together w1 th 
so ouch &(;re emont, there is in my opinion a real need tor our roreicn 
ofN.eo and your :.'tote Dcpart!tent to have a much mor o thorough and 
detailed understanding of each others viewpoints than now uhts. 
I should like to aend Anthony Eden t<> ;;ou for this purpose. lie would 
nlso be able to toll you about thil.ga here , o.nc you '~ould certoinly 
find him"' most agreeable eom;>anion . Pray let me knm·t how this 
strikes you. He oou ld start about tho last week of this month . 

I'RIIJE 

• 

1\ACh, 
Govt., .; ......... L..,pt. . 
IJ R. H. Parka 

~o u1 0:-1 tieh 
~ol. , 3- 29- 12 

Date MAY 5 1972 
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Bromt LOliDOll 

1/A.'R. Dt:PART!.IEliT CODE CE!l'l'F.!l 

t 

Filed 
Date 

To: TilE PRESIDEliT OF THE U!HTED STATES 

lllllllbe r: __ 2:::6:::7:J•'-.!F..:::e..:::b::.r.::u::.ar:.:y/......:l:.:l:..!'C....:l..:9..:4::.3 __ 

2355 z 
February ll 

Fonner Navo..l Person to President persona.l and~ 

(signed Prime ) . 

1 . I entirel y a gree with •mat you propose to say about the 

Bride and Br idegroom probl em. Vie too did, not like >~hat De Gaulle said 

a.t his press conference on the 9th Februar:, and we gave the press here 

guidance accordin~;ly. 

2 . His staterr.ent about "elect i ons" was a revival of the idoa 

of br ingin& to&ethcr t he Conseils Generaux >lith elected representatives 

or other bodies such as Chambers of Coumerco , and thus formin& a 

cent ral provisional authority . He ;tas not t hi nking of parliBl'lentary 

e l ections . 

3. There f/O.s no secret session in the house, and I tried t o put 

t he Bride in her place by leavint; her out . I am pres&ing very stron&lY 

that there should oe s ubstituted f or De Gaulle De Gaulle in counci l , that 

is put him in cor.unia aion .·. This will te.ke a week or eo . I will let you 

know how it goes on. 

OE'71 
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Pro::>: 
To ' 
Nuobort 

London 
The President of the United States 
2G7, Februar~ 11, 1943 

Pa~;o 2. 

4. I have cocn1nittod tho unspeakable erue).ty or retua1n(l to 

pay anj' more Enr,lish money to Codetroy to enable said Godet roy to loll about 

Alexandria in comfort. I intend to push this to tho hard extreme and if 

ho scuttl es his ships in a finnl blacl~ailing atto::~pt, ho and hia aoco::~-

plices wil l be brouj;ht boforo an E~·ptian Court. 

5. 1 do beg you to put tho sere" on ~obert who he.o just r efused 

to receive Girauds ~a•er! . I hope we nij;ht clean then bo~• up about 

t he came. time. 

;ro Sig 

• 

III:GRADED Ul1CLASSH'IE!> by British 
Govt. , Stutn DopL . tol. , 3-29-?2 
Br P.. H. Parks Dnto oV AY 5 1972 
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LOR l ,•. \ CC'tiD 
filed 17 ( J.21UZ I l7/l2J6Z 

~ ... 

Fr<lOl: London 
To: President of the United States 

No 268, February 17, .L943. 

:Fonner naval person t.o President per sonal and •••••• 

The -Br itisn Chiefs of St.aff and ~lountbatten have now gone 

int~ 1<he ..mole question of the date for Husky in most earefuJ. 

detail, and Ttish to make it per fectly elenr that • e shall be 

ready by the June !Joon. I nope you IYUl see their t elegram to 

the Combined Chiefs or S~aft, c.o.s. (1'1} 473. It would 'oe a 

great pi ty to lose a month if it coUld possibly be saved. 

RZGRAr~ J h' ... -; ':' . '('. c..; .:)rl tilll 
Govt. • St_ u rLl" . td . • 3-29-71 
B7 R. H. im·u Date 

MAY 5 1972 
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LCR 3 CC71D 
tiled 1555Z/27 
FD 

Februar y 27 , 1943 
1607 z 

·-

rromz London 

To, THE PRESIDllliT OP Tllll UlllT5!> STATES 

llo . 315 

Former llavt.l poroon t o President poreoul most il1l!nedh te 

uo . 269 . 

I do hope you a re all right and that tho f ever will ooon 

go . I havo got rid of mine, which was heavy and long, I hopo 

for good. Svory t;ood wish . 

RECRA, _ 
Govt., • 
~ R • .II. 

Primo 

!. r:q Bri t i ah 
~•JIL tel. • 3-29- 71 

Parke D • · 
•·• MAY 5 1972 
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k..'t:.1AR S 
i'ilod l3$0Z/2 

Fr<lm: London 
To: President oi' tho United states 

Number 270 !!arch 2, 1943. 

Former llava.L Person to President pcrsono.l an~ 

Thank you i'or your telegr8l!l no 261 about the 3rd Soviet 

Protocol. I agree and dcsicnate Colonel U8'.Tollin as re-

presentative oi' His Uajestys Govennoent. 

PRD.IE 

J!J:GRADED I"" ' '"~TFTED by Bri thh 
Govt .. ;, <•<J'' . tol., 3- 29-?8 

cc-;m 
l40$ Z/ 3 

.B)' R. H. t..... Date 
MAY 5 1972 

• 
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l'1AR OEP hP.TI$11T CODE CEIITE:R 

Filed 2200 z 
Data llO:roh 4, 1943 

FROih _:_:.O:;n::;d::;o~n:_ _ _ _ ____ _ 

TOt Tho President of the Uni tod Stat eo 

NU!.!9ERt 271, )larch 4, 1943 

Forcer K~;ov1 Per~on to Prosidont personAl and 

So far we heve sent no answer to Stalins telograo of Fob. 16th 

whieh was t.ddresaed to both or us. Tie thilllc it important here that we 

should l<oop together . I hove thoroforo drafted the following. Perhaps 

you Will lot mo know wha.t you and your advisers think about it. Draft 

"!lost aecrot. Jointly from President Roosevelt and Prime 

lliniatf>r Churchill to Premier Stalin. PersonAl and moat aecrot. 

1. We thank you for your fUll statement of tho 16th Feb. 

2. In apito of tho delay in clearing tho AXil out of North 

Africa, plane and propa.;ations are being preaood forward to carry out 

opor&tic>n 1111\leky" (whioh 1a tho now code word/ aoo our 1mr.~odio.t6ly 

followinG telograo) in Juno. 

a. We are aleo propor\ng plane for opero.tions in the Eastern 

Ueditorranoa.n, euch as (a) tho capture of Crete and/or tho Do:iecaooso , and 

(b) "t J,ancU.ac.d i n Groeco. Tho tico of those opor&tiona is larr;ely 

govern&<\ ~ tho ro•ult of "Huaky" and tho availability of the noooasuy. 

~· ~~GRAllEJ UIICLASSIFIED oy Britloh 
~~ Go,• t. • St:He Dept, t al.' 3-~S-72 

By R. B. Parka Date 
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:f'·rom.a London 
To , The Preoident of the United Statu 
l!UJ!Ibor, 271, l.!arch 4, 1943 

aaoault shipping and landing cra1't. The aoaieto.noe or Turkey would or 

course be or immense value. 

4. The Anglo American attempt to get Tunia and Di~erta at 

a run was abandoned 1n December because of the strength or the enemy, the 

impending rAiny oeaaon, tho already oodden charaotor of tho cround 

and the fact that the oommunivationo otretched 500 miles fr~ Algiers and 

160 miles from Bone through bad roads and a week of travelling over sin~le 

track Fr ench railways. It was only possiblo to t;et supplies ''P to the 

Army by sea on a sOA!l acale owing to tho strength of one~ air and 

submar ine att<Lok . Thua it was not possible to accumulate the petrol or 

other supplioa in the ~orward aroao. Indeed, it waa only just possible 

to nourish tho t r oops already thoro. The ollr.le was true of the air , and 

improvised airfiel do .. came . quagmires . nhen we stopped attacking there 

were about 40, 000 Cerdlla in Tunl.oia apart fr001 Italians an1 froca !!oiiDel 

who woa still i n Tripoli. The Gorman ferne in North ~unisia ia now more 

than double that figure, and they are rushing over evory Q&D they can in 

transport aircraft and destroyers. We suffered some sharp local reverses 

towards tho end or last month but the pooition has now been restored. We 

hopo that the delays cauood by this aetbaok will bs ropaired by the earlier 

advnnco of l.!ontgomery'a ar~ which should have 6 div\aions (say 200, 000 

..,n) operating from '!'ripoli with sufficient supplies aeainst the lo!&reth 

position by Kar ch 19th or 'perh&pa a little earlier, In the northern 

sector ot Tun1aia, h~, the gro•md is still too wet for major operation• • 

• ~Ot~ L~CLASSt! IE~ by Britiah 
>oo<t ., -'ute Dopt . tel. , 3-29-72 
By R. II . Parks Date ' I 
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From\ 
To 1 

llu .. •·nhor a 

London 
Tho President o f the United St~to o 
271 , \larch 4, 1943 

Page 3. 

5 . l'l'e thou;ht that you -.·ould Hl<o to lcno-. those de tails .,r 

tho story although it 1a on ~ small seale compared mth the tremendous 

operations over which you are presiding . 

6. Our staffs e stimate that a bout ha lf the number of divisions 

which woro sent t o tho Soviot-Gorman front f r om Fro.noo and low countries 

since lut llovombor have already boon replaced mainly by di vial on a from 

Rueaia and Gerrnany , and partly by now divisions fol'llllld in Franco. They 

estimate that at tho present timo t here aro 30 German Div\eions in Prance 

and the low countries. 

7 . Tho bomber offensive fran the united ~in&dom has been 

goinr, atoadily forwnrd . During February over 10,000 tons of bombs 

wore droppod on Garmany and en Gonno.n occupied terri tory . Our a taft's 

esti~te that out of & Gerttan first- line s t rength of 4500 aircraft, 

1850 are now on tho Rus Dian front, the roa&inder being hold opposite us on 

the "!oatern and l!editorranaan fronts. 

8 . !11th regard to an attack t.croas tho channel , i t 1a our 

earn a at wish that our troop a shonld be ill the gen eral battle in Europe whioh 

you a re fighting w1 th ouch aatoundin& prowess. But you should know that 

our shipping situation ia v~rl •~rioua at tho moment , In order to 

s us tain the oper~tions i n North Africa, tho Pacific und India, nnd to 

carry supplies to Russia, the J.gport pror;ra.=e into tho united !lingdOlll 

has boon out to tho bone, and ,,.., havo eo.ton, and are et.tin;;, deeply into 

reoervoa . It would be imroaoiblo t o rrovido the shipping t o bring back 

••tGRA:lO ~~ICLA.S" Ir' ~"' .·' . 
• 

ruto MAY 5 197. 
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frOD I 

To a 
?iwobftr' .. . 

' 

London 
'!'ho Proai dent 
271 , t!aroh 4, 

of t he united ~tatftS 
1943 

!!age 4 . 

any of the forooa now in llor t h Africa ln time for operations across tho 

channel this year . However we oro doin& all that we can to concentrate 

a str ong American l&nd end air force ln tho United Kingdom. In hero again 

we are cr ippled for look of shipping. In caae the eno~ should woakon 

sufftctently we aro propnr i nc to s trike earlier than August, ~d plane 

~ro kept a live from week t o week. If he does not weaken, a premAture 

attack w1 th insufficient forces would r.torol y l end to a blooczy ropulao 

ond a croat triucph for the ene~. 

llo Sig 

:·. ~;o:~.'!t1<'D tr-r-: ... ~~J.:·1· i) t~ · 
(io\·-;. .• ~ !'-.o1 t:"' s.. '1 3-
ll)' K, H. MAY 5 1972 

.. 
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URG!NT 

From, A=Embaaay London 

Varch 6, 1943 
17l9Z 
• 

To: The Preaident ot the United Statu 

No. 272, March 6, 1943 

~rmer Naval Peraon to Preaident peraonal. 

Accept ~ warmeat congratulation~ on your brilliant 
victory in the Pacific, which fitly aalutea the end of' 
your f'irat ten yeara. 

l\E!:R/ID"!!: l'"ru~~l:OI'SD by Bri tlah 
Govt., b,..:,u Ot>p~. tel., 3- 29-72 
By R. H. Parke Date 

MAY ;, 1972 
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for the Pres ident from the 

Pormol 1:evd Person , dated L!arch 18th. 

Oermt~n navel concentration ot l~arvik now 

comprises ''r1rp1tz 11 , 113cnarnhorat", "Lutzow", one 6-inch 

cruiser and eight destroyers with 15 U-boate and air 

fo r ces also oveiloble . Adnirul Doanitz has token commend. 

The move of "Til"p1tz 11 and "Schernhorat" to north became 

apparent on sunday lost. 

2. It is in the opinion of Defence Committee 

impossible to run the A!arch convoy (J.w. 54), due to ea1l 

27 th, while this ooncentrotion is ntointo ined. A Gemon 

move through leada to Al ten Fiord under cloae o1 r cover 

cannot be prevented . The convoy and its escort would have 

to go south of Bear Island under oir e nd U- boat attock. The 

principal units or the Home Settle Fleet 'floulcl have t.o be 

sent into the Barents sea e.e eeco!'t, remaining !"ive or eix 

days exposed to U-boat and air attacl<e . Th1a move ••ould or 

couree open the Atlantic and enaOle oe~ana to pees raat 

heovy ships or , if they choeo , t o come vri th t!Wir whOle fleet 

on to our matn 11nee or communication& with dlaastroua 

consequences to our convoys . we cannot therefore send 

Battle Fl oot into Borents SoD. and without it the mmoy 

could eae1ly be destroyed by (lel'ID(:n aurt"ace ehlps . I aencl 

you in my immediately following the minutes or the Firat Sea 

Lord on whicn the Defence Commit teo reached ita conclusion . 

However oa the oerman concentration at 1\arvuc: may 

d18perae , 1t is not proposed to unload convoy J . W. 5~ . It 

may therefore start under the protection or the Home Pleet 

aa o blind, beino turned back to Iceland, tr the enemy keeps 

Rt~RADrD ~CLA$S!Fl!D by B>ltlob 
vov: · " , t. n L , 3·lc9-72 
a, R. H. Parh nate MAY 5 19n 

hie/ 
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hi s station. Should an opportunity occur in April or 

May, a renewed attempt to pass this convoy through vrill 

be made. Me anwhile two ships, which have already 

started to l oad in the United States f or May convoy 

(J .w. 55) might continue to load i n order to a void a 

premature disclosure to Russians at your ports t ha t this 

convoy will probably not sail . 

This news will be a heavy b low t o Stalin and 

his Government . COming upon them as i t does in t he mood 

revealed in paragraph 1 of h i s teleg ram to me, which I 

have r epeated to you in my telegram to Mr. Eden, it will 

certainly excite t heir grievous r esentment. I p1•opose 

therefore to allow operation PUGILIST to develop before 

informing stalin. This will also give time f or me t o 

receive your views ond advice. We have no t yet broken 

it to him that convoys will have to be suspended elto~ether 

durin;, the operati on HUSKY. I feel it will be r i ght a nd 

wise to place the pic t <tre b efore him as a whole , dark 

though i t be . What do you say? 

5· Sinkings in the ~orth Atlantic of 17 s h ips i n 

two days in convoys H.X. 229 and s.c. 122 are a final 

proof that our escorts are evidently too thin. The strain 

upon British Havy is becoming intolerable . If inst ead of 

carry1n0 o<tt b lind proposed in para graph } above it were 

definitely decided now not to ron any more convoys to 

Russia until after HUSKY, viz. August or September, that 

Yt'OUld releas e one escort ca.r.rler. several ocean-going 

escort vessels, a nd six other escort vessels for immediate 

service and ena'ole us t o form suppor t groups in Atlantic, 

which are vital, and to bridge April and May g ap before our 

reinforcements , par t icularly o f air power, come into play. 

My/ • 
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hly mind ia therefore turning 

cessation till after HUSKY. 

grateful ror your advice • 

to a blunt and compl ete 

Here agai n I should be most 

fl ~ ~ ~~ P'<re<M~ ··<·· ~~ .;?! d:~ #<"V 
d J f (/ ~ &M ~~--r-..-1.. /y--d. 

~ 
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Followin~ ia Admiralty minute referred to .. , the 
end or paragraph 2 of Prime l.linieter ' a measa,;e . 

The liaval Ste1'f ht.ve alway& taken the view thu t 

11' the Oern>ans concentrated a sJ.N'icient f orce in the far 

north and were prepared to use 1t properly it would be 
impossible to run a North RUssian convoy, 

2. Situation about the runnin~ ot: J . W. 54 ia aa 

f'oll OVIS: 

(a) Channel south of Bear leland is only 200 milea 

wide which means that convoy will have to peas not more 

then 200 miles Crom German aerodromes . 

(b) At time convoy passes Bear Island there will be 

no dar knees though there will be obou t nine hours of 

twilight in which visibility i e !'rom t'ive to seven rnilee . 

(c) "'rirpitz", "Scharnhorst", "Lutzow", one 6-inch 

cruiser end 8 destroyers are concontrated et liarVik. 

(d ) There are 15 U-boate in r:orth llorwey, 

(e ) Air t'orces in North norway though not es strong 

as they have been are very coneiderable end as follo~~= 

d ive bombers 39, l ong range bombers 30. 

Ae tar as ia known there ore no torpedo bombers 

bu t th.,re e.r·e 18 torpedo float planes. 

It ia estimated that llorth !lorwe.y could be I'ein­

rorced by 60 long range bombere in 3 days . 

(r) /Ia must aaaume that Admiral Doenitz and Cruieer 

Admiral who ie in command of the concentration at Narvik 

will be rea~y to play a game in which the cards are in 

their hands . 

Ageinat thie ~orce the covering forces whicn we 

have relied on , e.g. a covering force of' cruisera and a 

etril<ing/ 

' 
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strikint~ f orce or deo troyere v.ould be quite inadequate to 

deal »i tn the Gennan forces . 

Hence to run J . l'l. 511 it would be necessary t o send 

battle flee t ard a cat•rior into the Boren te Sea. I do not 

cons i der that we ere any more justified in doing this now then 

in the poat. 

s. I am definitely or the opinion t herefore that aa 

long oe this German concentration as given in paragraph 2(c) 

above continues we shoul d not be JUSt it'ied in runnin
1
{ J . './. 511 . 

The Commander-in-Chief QUi te independently has expres sed the 

same opinion. 

6 . In June 1942 we attemp ted to run convoy P.~o. 17 when 

1 t was known that the "'.:'1rtp1 tz ", ''Seheer" e nd "'Hipper" were 

concan tro.tod in North Jlorwo.y. 

At this time ice limi t was well to the northY•&rd and 

there wee plenty of room fo r a wide dispersion if this were 

ordered. 

As is known, in belief tnat attack on convoy by German 

surface forces wee imminen t the only alternative or dispersion 

waa ordered, but even this led to disastrous results to the 

convoy trom U-boat and air attack. 

At present time there is no room .t'o r dispersion. 

It the majority of' the Home ~·lee t are in the far north 

covering a Russian convoy we shall have i nadequate forces to 

prevent a break-out of German surt'ace torcea into the Atlantic . 

ile have had clear indications that the Gemana have been 

collecting aata regarding ou r patrols 1n Denmark Strait oncl in 

Icelond-l>'aroee Channe l . The natural inference is t hat they are 
coneiderin:~ a break-out oi' aome surface forcoe into the Atlantic. 

8./ I 

. ' 
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8. It is always possible, thou.;h I do not think 

likely, that the concentrations at liarvik are clue to the 

new Admiral wishing , t o meet all his s hips . It must be 

realized that the concentration can only be considered t o 

have been reduced when one of the s ni ps f onning it is known 

to have returned to the Bal tic. 

9. If the "'rirpi tz" were to return to the Bsl tic we 

ere still f aced with a much stronger concentration than we 

have heel to face up to date as "Scharnhorst" end "Lutzow" 

ere considerably stronger than ''Lutzow" and "Hi pper". 

10. 'l'o run J . W. 54 in .race of the present concentration 

less the "Tirpitz" it would be necessary to send a battleship 

right t h.rougb to Nurmanek with the convoy. This battl eship 

would not have any fighter protection and after a certain 

period would no t have a destroyer escort as t he letter would 

have run out of fuel. 

11 . I am of the opinion therefore that even if the 

"'rirpitz• returns to the Baltic we should only be justified 

in attemptin~ to run J .W. 54 if political reasons for doing 

so are so great t hat it is justifiable t o accept the possi­

bility of losing a bat tles hip of the K.G. 5 class •men the 

latter was being used in an unsound manner , e . g . in range of 

shore-based air attack and in face of a U-boat concentration 

without fighter protection and af t er a time without A/S 

escort. 

12. Apart from the possible l oss o f a battleship and 

the majority of th.e ships of the convoy, the loss of an 

appreci able number of destroyers and escort croft v~uld mean 

that escorts fo r HUl~lr woul d be so weak 

operation woul d be Jeopardized from the 

that success 

start. 

of the 

The/ l ... 
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The pl'eoont s i tuation as Nlgo.Nia escorts for 

HUSKY i s that allo·.-ting :ror e.ll escorts now employed on 

the llorth Russian convoys being available we e.re still 

10 shol't and at the moment the only SOUl'ce fl'om which they 

car. be obtained 18 escol'ts of J:orth htlantic con>;Oys "hich 

ere already dang erously week . 

13. <•ueation of' He.mpdens does not ef'!'ect t he next 

convoy ( J.I'/ , 54) because t hey cannot get the re in time . 

A1 though VIe woulcS like these 'i.'/B squadrons in the Korth a.a 

soon as practicable and particularly for J , \V, 55 they do !!2! 

add materially to the security of our covering force •'ll11ch 

is my main cause f'or concern. They dO however incr ease our 

chances of domoging t h e enemy and if battleshi p Vlere damaged 

by t orpedo might detor· the e nemy surface forces f rom i n ter­

feri ng . I t is oleo possibl e that presence or Hampde n 

squadrons might deter the enemy t'rom put tina to sea. 

14. On basis ot' J . ;/, 54 not being Bailed it is proposed: 

(a) that 38 &hips already loaded for J , \1, 54 be kept 

loaded on the possibility that the German concentra t i on i n 

no r th l:orway will be dispers ed. 

{b) that the ships wllich were t o tonn J , \'I, 55 should 

not b e l oaded but be helcS until further orders . 

(c) t hat aailina of J . W. 54 be a t 7 days' notice in 

order that as many ot the destroyers encS oacorta eannarked 

fo r J , \'1 , 54 are employed i n the ilattle of the Atlantic. 

pos s i ble 

Rue aia . 

If i t is 11ot possible to run J , l/. 54 1t will no t be 

t o bring out as e convoy the 24 ahipa now in !fort h 
~ 

'£he poaaib1li ty or aailinJ them sin4 ly i n t'oggy 

weatte r »Ould be k ept in mind . 

16./ 

1 
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16 . To run a llorth Ru es1an convoy ~uring a J une 

HUSJ..'Y i t 'IOUld be necess ary to ask the Americana to provide 

up to 12 fleet destroyers and 12 other escorts. As the 

Americans do not possess any suitable escorts other than 

destroyers it r;ould be necessary for them to provide up to 

24 dee troyers . 

17 . Even i t' HUSh'Y 1a postponed until July i t •aould not 

be possibl e to run a July J •. ,f. oonvoy ae the in t erval between 

a June and July HUSKY is only 30 days, whereas the i nterval 

between successive llorth ilussi en a:>nvoys must be 42 days . 

18. It' it were decided that the chance of the German 

concentr a t ion breokilll! up VIas so remote as not to justify 

keepin~ merchant voaaels l oaded it would be possible to 

provi de several support g roups workin!l from the United Kin;rdom 

or Iceland which should make a great difference in the Battle 

or the Atlontic . 

0688 
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THE WHITE HOUSE ;-..~ 
WASHINGTON ~~ v 

;.lur ch 22, ~ 

. '\- .~..Cb.-. 
I>E:.\ORdlDif•• FOR :nl~S GRI.CE TULLY 0J: • 

SUB.Jl!.C'l' : ~.\e:;~ube: !'rom .St.nlin t o PM, 
~\o.r . 18 ; Me<>s~ge r r olll PK 
to S~lir., :t.ar . 11. 

1'ho t'resident. a nd Acioirs.l Leahy hl~.ve 

seen these und they ctcn no?: be filed. 

J e ncls. 

H~ 

D!CL;\S:!7I" ..., 
By DeJ;u ty Archtv\ 

BJ 1. J. st ....... ~ .. . 

.· ' u.s. 
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Following is text or massage tram Prime Minister 

to Stalin or !larch 11th. 

Rooeevel t has sent me a copy or hie repl;v to your 

tull message or Februar;v 16th. 

m;vselt. 

I am well enough to reply 

OUr tire t task 1s to clear the Axis out or North 

Africa by an operation the code-n.ame or whiah 1s in my 

1mmediatel;v following telegr~ We hope thet this will be 

acc~lished towards the end or April, by which time abou t a 

quarter of' a million AXis troops will be engaged by us. 

~eenwhile all preparations are being pressed 

torwe.rd to carry out operation I!US!cr (which is the new code­

word, see my immediatelY rollowing telegram) in JUne, a month 

earlier than we bed planned at Casablanca. 

Plana are also being investigated tor operations 

1n Eastern Mad1 terranean euah as: 

(a) capture or crete and/or Dodeoaneae, end 

(b) a landing in Greece. 

The timing or these operations ia largely goYernad 

by the result or I!USKX and availability or necessary aaaault 

shipping and landing cratt. The aea1atanoa or Tu.rlts;y and the 

use or Tu.rlciah air tields would or courae be of' illlmenae value. 

Preaentl;v at the right time I shall make a request to them. 

The Anglo-American attempt to get TUnis and Bizerte 

at a run was abandoned in December because or the strength ot 

the enem,, the impending rain;v eeaaon, the alre~ sodden 

character or the around and the tact that ooamunioat1ona 

stretched 500 miles t?an Alpers and 160 miles trom Bone 

through bad rollda and a week or travelling over a1ngl.e-traclr. 

French ra11J.ftM~·· It wu ~y poaaible 
Govt ' ... : tr ' ,erb 

. , ..,t,.t.~ Copt . tel . J 3 -29- ?2 
By R. M. Parka Date 

to get rapplies v:p w 

/the 

MAY 5 1972 
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tho ~ by eea on a emall scale owing to tho strength o r 

eneiiQ' air and submarino attack. - 'l'bue 1 t wae not poeeiblo 

to acCUIIlUlato petrol or other aupplioa in conquered aroae. 

Indeed it wae only juet poaaiblo to nourish troops alread7 

there. '!'be - waa true or a.ir, and imprOYised air f'iolda 

became qua8)llil'ee. llben we stopped attacking there were 

about 40 ,000 Germane in TUn1e1a apart trom Italians and rl'OID 

Rommel who waa atill in Tripoli. 'l'ho German r a-ce in North 

TUnisia is now more than double that rigure , and they are 

ruahing o'Yer nary man tbe7 can in tranepal' t airoratt and 

destroyers. Some sharp local rovereee wore outtored towards 

tho end or laat month but tho poaition baa now been restored. 

We hope d&l&l's caused by thio set-back will be repaired by 

the earlier ad'Yance or lo!ontgomerl''& e:'IIIYt Which oboul4 ba'YO 

a1.x d1'Y1eions (s&l' 200 ,000 men) oporat118trom Tripoli w1 th 

aurtic1ont supplies against lolareth position bof'ore tho end 

or l!arcb. Alread7 on March 6th Montgomery's UIIIY repulsed 

Rommel'a f'orostalling attack with bea'Yl' losaoo. The Bri tisb 

and American t.riiQ' in Northern sector or TUnieia will act in 

combination with lo!ontgomery'a battle. 

I thouSbt l'OU would like to know these details or 

tho story a1 though it ie on a 1111!&11 acalo COIIQ'ared with tbo 

tremendoua operation& o'Yer which 70u are presiding. 

'lho British atarra oatimato that about half' the 

number or di'Yia1ons wbicb wore aent to SO'Yie t-German trent 

tr0111 Prance and the Low Countriee s ince laat !IO'Yeml:ler hue 

alreadf boon replaced ma1nl;r by d1T1s1ona trom Rueda and 

Gel'II\8D7 eDd partll' b7 new di'Yieione rormed 1n :rranoo. 'l'be7 

oetimate that at tho preaent time there are thirt7 German 

diviaiona 1n rranoo and the Low Countr1ea. 

'1'he bomber ortonain tro• tho Un1 ted !Ungdca baa 

boon lJ>ing a toadil;r rorward. DUring febl'U&l'l' OTOl' 100000 

tone or bomb& wor e d.ropped on Germ&n7 and on German-ooc~ied 

/terri\ol7 I 

-
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terri to17, and 4,000 tons have tal.len on Oel'III8Jl7 ainoe the 

beg1nn.1ng or l!aroh. OUr air staff eatimatea th&t out ot a 

German f irst line strength or 4,500 combat airorart about 

1, 780 are now on the Russian h'ont, the remainder being held 

oppoai te ua in Germany and on Weatern and ' !edi terranean 

h'onta. Beeidea thia there ia the Italian air force with a 

first line strength of 1,385 aircraft the gre&t bulk of 

which ie opposed to ua. 

With regard to attack acrose the Chamlel it ia 

the earnest wi&h of the President and lll'f&elf that our 

troops should be in the general battle in Europe wbioh ;you 

are fighting with auoh aetcunding proweaa. But 1n order 

to sustain operations in North Africa, the Pacific, India, 

and to carry eupplies to Ruseia, the import programne into 

the Ul11ted Kingd0111 baa been cut to the bone and we have eaten 

and are eating into reeenee. However, in case the eneDif 

should weaken sufficient~ we are preparing to atrilte 

earlier than Augus t and plane are being kept alive trom 

week to week. It he does not weaken a premature attaok 

with interior and inwatticient torcee would JDerely lead to 

a blood7 repulet, Nazi vengeance on local population it they 

rose and a great triumph tor the ene!IQ'• The Channel 

ei tuation can only be judged nearer the tilDe and in malting 

this declaration or our i ntentions there. tor ;your own 

personal 1ntormat1on, I IIIU8t not be understood to 11m1t our 

h'eed0111 ot deciaion. 
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REGRPDE D 

UNCL • . ~ ... . r 1.C..U 

FOllowing ia taxt ot 11118aqe trcm Stalin to the Prime 

Kiniater received in Waehingtan on uarcb 18th, 

I have received your reply to my moeeage 

ot February 16th. 

It is evident from tbia reply that Anglo­

American operations in North Arrica bava not onl7 not boon 

eXpedite but on tho contrary they bavo been postponed to the 

end ot April. EVen this date 1e not ~ita definite. Thue 

at height ot our fighting againat Hitler's torcee , i.e. in 

February - March, the weight ot Anglo- American ottonllive in 

North Arrioa baa not only (? not) inc r eased but there hall 

been no devolopoent ot ottenaiva at all and t1111e l11111t tor 

opo.rationa eat by yourself was extended. Meanwhile Oerman;r 

succeeded in tranatorring 36 d1viaione (including 6 armoured 

divisions) troa West against Soviet troops. It 1a euy to 

aes what ditticultioe this created tor Soviet armies and how 

position ot Germane on sov1ot-oo~ tront was alleviated. 

Pull1' roalhing ilaportanoe or HIJS!tY I muat 

however point out it cannot replace second tront in Prance, 

Still I welccme b7 all moana conte~lated acceleration ot 

tbia operation. 

Now as betore I eoo main teak in hastening ot 

s econd :trent in France. Ae you remember you admitted 

poaaib111ty ot such a trent alre~ in 1942 and in an;, cue 

not later than 1n the spring ot 1943, Thora were asrioua 

reasons tor poeaibilit7 admittodlJ. Ratura!l1' enough I 

underlined 1n my prev1ol18 meaaase nacessi ty ot the blow troa 

the west not later than 1n the spring or in the earl1' eu.or 

ot thie year. 

The Soviet troo).'a epent wbOlo winter 1n tense 

fighting whioh continues even now. Hitler ia carryine out 

~rtant meuUNa with a view to replan.1eh1ng and 1ncreuinS 

/hi• 

-
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hie army tor spring and &WilDer operations against U.s.s.R. 

In these circumstances it is (words undecypherable) 

important that blow trom the West should not be put otr and 

that it should be struck in the spring or in early 8WIIIIer. 

I recognize difficulties ot Anglo-American 

operations in Europe. Notwithstanding all that I deem it 

my du~ to warn you in the strongest possible manner hOw 

dangerous would be from the view-point ot our oOIIlllon cause 

further del~ in opening second tront ih France. This is 

the reason why uncertainty ot your statements concerning 

contemplated Anglo-American offensive acrose Channel arouses 

grave anxie~ in me about which I feel I cannot be silent. 
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REGQPDE D 

UN GL.- t. _. , h (;!;:_) 
Following ie text of message tran Stalin 

to tho Primo Minister received in Washington March 18th. 

I received your messages of March 6th 8lld 

March 13th on sucoosstul bombing of Esson, stuttgart, 

Munich and Nuremberg. From the bottom ot my heart I 

welcome British aviation striking hard against Gorman 

industrial centres. 

Many thanks tor your congratulations on 

capture of V18ZIIIa. 

Kharkov to-day. 

Unfortunately we had to evacuate 

AB soon as we will receive ;your film on the 

8th Army mich is mentioned in your speci~ message ·of 

March 11th I will see it ~self and will take care that 

it should be shown widely to our ~ end population. 

I tull;y realize how important it will be :f'or the oause of 

our fighting friendship. 

our soviet film Btalingrad. 

Let me send ;you poreonall;y 

' ' 

' 
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THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WAS H INGTON 

llareb 26, 194:3 

llDlORANDUY FOR lliSS GRACE TULLY 

SlJBSI1X:T1 Priae re Spain 

Dear Grace• 

The President asked t~t 

1 read this aDd return it for hie 

flies. 

Harry L. llopldlls 
ancl. 

'· 
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A11WAR 3 
filed 457P/24 

From: London 
To: President of the United States 

No 273 Uarch 24 , 1943. 

CC\'/0 
1726Z/24 

Personal and llllllf former Naval person to President. 
Your number 264. 

~y peopl e advise me that they also have received nu­
merous reports to this effect but that they are convinced that 
they are being deliberately put out by the enemy. They are 
satisfied that such movement of material and troops ae there 
has been is insufficient to indicate any German intention to 
move into Spain, The fact is that as a result of the Russian 
offensive a redistribut ion or divisions in France has been 
taking place since the end of November, Di visions have been 
taken from France to Russia. These have been partially replaced 
by training divisions and by a few battered divisions from 
Russia. The net result in the South of France has been a con­
siderable reduction in strength and in quali t y eince end of 
November . On the Spanish Frontier itself numbers , but not 
quality, of German forces are now approximately the same as a t 
the end of November. 

The Staffs here do not believe that Germany has any 
free reserves of land or air forces out of which to provide a 
force tor the invasion of Spain, Neither do they believe 
Germanye intention ie t o invade . 

Nevertheless, they are studying what would be the bill 
in troops, aircraft, shipe and material, and what would be the 
effect on our other projects if their assumption proves wrong 
and the Axle went into Spain and, for exampl e , threatened 
Portugal and the latter called for help . 

PRliiE 

RE<!~Al'':D 'Ul!Cl •. •s~U'TEO bv Sr i tlob 
Go.t.. • .ol. ~ s-.ae-72 
?.1 "· !I r.u u Uate Mil 



:n{ -A 

Reference the Presi dent ' s personal message to 

the Prime Minieter No. 263 of March 20th. 

The cargo ships of J.w. 54 are to be kept 

loaded but we have decided to give up the idea of running 

t he convoy even as a bait or as a blind . To do· this 

would have been to get the worst of both worlds, i . e . 

Stalin ' s displeasure and no relief 1n the battle of the 

Atlantic. The escort vessels have therefore been 

dispersed to form support groups in the Atlantic, it being 

understood that if t hreat of German naval concentration 

were to disappear they would reassemble as quickly as 

possible to escort t he Russian convoy. This reassembly 

might in the worst case take as much as eighteen days . 

Thus by way of example if we learned on April let that 

German naval concentration had dispersed to Baltic it 

might be April 19th before the convoy could start. Further 

on basis of a HUSKY assault on about June 24th, the convoy 

must start by May 7th if it is to start at all . 

2 . The President proposes 1n his 263 of Uarch 20th 

that it would be wiser to postpone breaking the news to 

Stalin that the convoys to Russia must be interrupted until 

August or September . I must aooit my own instinct has 

always been to tell him the whole truth at once, only 

waiting till PUGILIST perhaps g ives us some credit. The 

Foreign Office have deployed the following arguments in 

support of my view:-

(a) To withhold information for three or four weeks 

will surely be much more dislocating t o Russian plane for 

the use of the material they expect on convoys than if 

stalin/ 

l .. 
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Stalin is told at once . The delay will therefore be 

likely to annoy stalin. 

(b) Will i t not look very inefficient that we are 

not able to foresee interruption in convoys caused by 

HUSKY until the last moment. 

(c) How shall we explain to the Soviet Government 
. '· 

our decision not to press f or t heir acceptance of GRENADINE 

if we dO not tell Stalin that there will be for several 

months no mo re convoys to protect? Unless we do so our 

acquiescence in Russian ref usal to accept air squadrons 

will look like a Climb down since we told the Russians 

that additional air protection was eo essential during the 

summer that, i f 1 t was not available, we woul d have to 

consider with the Americans "the whole question of despatch 

of future convoys". 

(d) There seems no reason why Stalin should t ake 

decision to suspend convoys bette; later on. A frank and 

immedi ate declaration of our inability will come as a 

shock to him but successive evasions and postponements will 

inspire him with suspicions of our intentions and of our 

honesty. 

On the whole therefore I think we might just as 

well be hanged for a sheep as a lamb. Pray put this view 

to the President . MY immediately following telegram 

gives text of a message that I should send to Stalin i f 

hs agrees. If he does not agt•se paragraph 3 and paragraph 4 

would be omitted from telegram in question. 

I should be grateful for early reply but I eh~uld 

not in any event send my telegram to Stalin until we knovt 

more about PUGILIST. 
0699 
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AIIVAB & 
filed 25/SW. ... 

From; 
To: 

1 1 

PRlORIU 

American .. beooy, London 
Tho Preoident of the United Statee 

In reply cite l Unnu.~~bered meeeace, llt!reh 25, 1943 

CCWD 
Much 215, 1943 
l9lklZ 

Preel4tlllt fro•. l'oraer lfnal Pereon personal and ... 

Del1shted t o reeehe your letter of Mar 17th and to lalov 
t hat you are fully reeoTer•d. Practically eTel'7one vho caae 
vlth me hao been laid up but a ll are better nov. 

1 had a Tery pleasant t alk at luncheon yesterday vith 
Archblohop Spellman, vho is a vort~ abort onorter. I think I 
convinced him that there io nothins anti-Vatican or anti-Catholic 
about Br1tioh policy. 

I haTe oent you tbroush lden a draft of tha propoeed telesra.m"*' 
breaklns the neve to Joe, and I hope you vill diecueo v1th lden 
vhether H h not better to let hla lalov tha voret. ~ inotinct 
io to tell hla tha whole truth ao oooc ao "Pugiliot• takeo a 
faTourable turn. 1 aa ot i ll confident of oucceos. Patton' • 
Corpo has made a fine adTanco. 

REC~AD!!D UNCL!cSS!:IE:> by Brit Ish ;o,•: .. :;,., • DDpt. tel. • 3-29- 72 

r ll. d . Fartt. Dato r.lAY 5 i972 

OiC O 



Proposed Message from the Prime Uiniater to 

Premier stalin. 

1. The Germans have concentrated at llarvik a 

powertul. battle fleet consisting of ''Tirpitz", 

"Scharnhorst", "Lutzow", one eix-inch cruiser and eight 

destroyers. Thus do.nger to RussiOI'I convoys which I 

described in my meeeag~ to you of July 17th lest year 

hee been revived in even more menacing form. I told 

you then that we did not think it right to risk our home 

fleet in Barents sea where it could be brought under 

attack of German shore-based airoraft end U-boate , 

without adequate protection against either; and I 

explained that if one or two of our most modern battle­

ships were to bo lost or even seriously damaged while 

"Tirpi tz" and other large units of the German battle fleet 

remained in action, the whole command of the Atlantic 

would be jeopardised with dire consequences to our common 

cause. 

2. President Roosevelt and I have therefore decided 

with the greatest reluctance that it is impossi ble to 

provide adequate protection for tho next Russian convoy 

and that without such protection there is not the slightest 

chance of any of tha ships reaching you in the face of tho 

known Oermen preparations for their destruction. Orders 

have therefore been ieeued that sailing of March convoy ia 

to be postponed. The cargo ahipa will ho•Hever remain 

loaded eo that if German naval concentration should shortly 

di.sperae, the convoy could etart for North Russia aa aoon 

ee/ 
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as the necessary escort vessel s could be again 

collected. 

It i s a great disappointment to President 

Roosevelt and myself that i t should be necessary to 

postpone »arch convoy. Had it not been for German 

concentration it had been our firm intention to send you 

a convoy of 30 ohipa each in L!arch and again early May; 

end it is still our intention that at least one of the 

convoys should be sent if position of German heavy ships 

is such that convoy has a reasonable chance of getting 

through. At the same time we feol it only right to let 

you know at once that it will not be possible to continue 

convoys by Northern route after early May, since f rom 

that time onward every single escort vessel ~~11 be 

required to support our offensive opsration~r 1n the 

weoiterranean leaving only a minimum to safeguard our 

lifeline in tho Atlantic. In t he letter we have had 

grievous end almost unprecedented losses dUring the lest . 

t hree weeks . ASsuming HUSKY goes well we should hope to 

resume the convoys in early September provided dispoei ti'on 

of German main unite permits and that the s ituation in 

nort h Atlantic 1a wch as to enable us to provide the 

necessary eecorts and covering force , 

4 , We ere doing our utmost to increase the flow of 

supplies by Southern route. The monthly figure has been 

more than doublod in the l ast six mon ths . We have rea.aon 

to hope that inc reaee will progress and that figures fo r 

August will reach 240,000 tone. If this is achieved, tho 

monthly/ 0702 
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monthly delivery will have increased eight - fold 

in 12 monthe. This will in some way offset both 

your disappointment and ours at the interruption 

to northern convoys . 

I 

.. 
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• THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

llaroh 291 1943 

tm.IORANDUII TO IIISS GRACE TULLY 

SUBJECT• lleesage fro11 P.ll. to the 
President dated liar. 24 re 
shipping 

Dear Grace• 

This has been dieousaed and 

it is now reacly for the rues. 

Barr7 L. Hopkins :;7 ,-'i A 
encl. ~#/f' 
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~· - t yf,b 29, 1943 

PROPOSED MESSAGI 'l'ROII TRJ: PRESID:lft TO '1'!1!: PRDIE IWIISfER1 

1\EPLYIJIO TO YOUR IIESSAO! IWIDID liE BY .liif801I, 'I! SIW.L 

FilfD ALL TilE SIIIPS FOR HQSitY AIID AM GOlliG '1'0 SCIW'E THE llO'Mal 

OTHERFISE BUT WE CARHOT ESCAP! TilE FACT THAT SOMBrHlHG IIUST GIVI 

IF ..\LL OF OuR lULITARY OPRRATIOJIS ARE TO BE FULLY SUPPORTED. 

1 All COitiG IliTO THIS IIA!'Tf.ll IH Dl<."l'AlL AlfD ANTHONY WILL BR!NG 

YOU III IIIMEDIATI VIEWS. 

. . 
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' BRITISH EMBA811Y, 

WASHINCTON, D.C • 

March 24th, 1943, 

~/hvC 
/ 

I am very glad that you have arranged 

for a emall comni ttee to meet, under the 

Chairmanship of Wr, Hopkins , to explore the 

present shipping situation in relation to 

military requirements, 

The Pr~e Minister has asked me to give 

you the following personal message:-

"I em extremely anxious about 

shipping situation. The British Chiefs of 

Staff have been examining position 1n relation 

to requirements of military operations and 

analysis which they have sent to Washington 

shows, af'ter allowing for our min~ ~rt 

programme , there will not be sufficient 

shipping to ~lament in full the decisions 

taken at Casablanca. The Ooumanders of 

various/ 
The Honourable DICLASSIFIXD • 

By Author i ty of Auta.A Franklin D. Roosevelt , 
President of the United States 

ot: America, 
Washington, D. O, 

t h 
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BRITISH EIIBA88Y, 

WASH INCTON , D.C. 

"various operations have been told that they 

DDlst cut their requirements to the bone, For 

HUSKY the mounting or British share cannot be 

made without an increase or l4 ships over and 

above shipping already allocated to the .Middle 

East in April, Provision or these ships by you 

is thererore an urgent and immediate necessity, 

Also the British Ch1ere or starr see little 

prospect or ANAKDI, DDlCh leas BOLERO, unless 

rrom now onward.e a good deal more shipping than 

is now in sight can be provided f'or Indian and 

United Kingdom theatres. 

"As to United Kingdom programme , I 

realize that the United States are making great 

ettorts to rind the necessary tonnage f'or our 

imports in accordance with terms of' your letter 

to me. The imports during early part of' this 

year have been at such a low rate that even with 

increasing allocations already notiried f'or f'orward 

months, it is going to be extremely difficult to 

make up tho leeway, 

"J/ 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 

WASHINCTON, D.C. 

"I need not go into details of 

all this as I have aeked Eden to explain 

the situation and its extreme gravity more 

fully." 

.He has also asked me to forward as an 

annex a memorandum giving some details as to our 

imports situation. 

-

0708 



.. 
,. I 

DJ:CLASSlFIED 
By Autbori ty of t?,, zZ.qA 

..Jkwt, M~ &J/r7-
p ' q 97"" Bll -· -s~atAPR 5 1 ~eHE SHIPPING POSITION 

(All shipting figures refer to non-tanker vessels, and are 
in gross one unless otherwise stated. Dnporte are 
reckoned in tons of 20 cwt,) 

' WHILE the United Nations shipping pos.ition is improving 

and likely to continue doing so, the British import position 

ia becoming steadily worse. 

Dnports into the United Kingdom. 

In 1937 we imported nearly 5 million tone a month. 

After the inevitable dislocation at the outbreak of war, our 

imports in the summer of 1940 recovered to about 4 million 

' tons •. a ll>)nth. ~ilitary demands were light and einkings low. 

With tho lose of France and Scandinavia, and the entry of 

Ital;y into the war, with the reaul t en t closing of the 

Me.di terranean, our imports dropped to about ~ million tons . 
a month. This was not only because we had to fetch supplies 

f r om more distant sources over more circuitous routes; 

increased despatches to the Middle East had made a ee r ioue 

inroad into our importing tonnage. The entry of Russia and 

J apan into t.'le war and the growing t hreat to Egypt imposed 

~re severe calla on our shipping. Despatches to the Uiddle 

East, India and Australasia increased, supplies had to be sent 

to Russia, and in the summer of 1942 the United Nations 

tonnage primarily employed on military or quasi-military 

purpoeee rose to eometning like 14 million gross tone. 

American resources did not make uP tor increased demands and 

our import s dropped to 2 million tone a month. In the 

Autumn came "Torch", using 2-~ mill ion gross tons of cargo 

shipping alone, of which we contributed llXlre than halt. This 

has resulted in our imports dropping in the 4 llXlnthe , November 

to February, to a record low level of l~ million tons a month' 

Thus/ 

---
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Thus our imports in the last 4 months have been only a 

quarter of the average 1n a good pre-war year, half what they 

averaged in 1941 (and for that metter in 1918}, and only 

three-fifths of the monthly average in the first ten months 

of' 1942. 

United Kingdom Import Fleet. 

Amongst the many deleterious factors which have caused 

this appalling drop in imports, the outstanding one is simply 

that the ships have not been made available for bringing goode 

to this country. In peace-time the equivalent of perbape 12 

million grose tone of full-time , fully laden shipping were 

importing to the United Kingdom. TOday we have only 3 million 

gross tone of ehipping freely available for bringing supplies 

from America and other convenient sourcee. Theee 3 million 

tone bring in about three-quarters of our imports. For the 

rest we rely on whatever can be brought back by vessels on 

their return joumeye from mill tary errende. War-ttme delays 

(convoys , porta , routeing, &c. ) fade into insignificance 

compared with this brute feet that we are trying with the 

equi vale.nt of about one-third of the normal fleet to feed this 

country end maintain it in full war production, The impreeeion 

must be dispelled that the bulk of our ships are tmporting to 

this country and that only a small fraction 1e grudgingly 

allott ed to the Services . Only one-fifth of the British-

controlled fleet, or one-eighth of the United liat1ons fleet, 

is now wholly reserved tor supplying the essential needs of 

t he United Kingdom. 

Owing to the large losses of ehipping in the early part 

of 1942 and the feet that Arner.ican ab1pb\11ldi.ng baa only 

exhibited its big rise in the letter half or the year, the 

United nations fleet at t he end of January 1943 was barely a 

million/ 
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million tone greate1· than when Japan entered the war. 

With all the extra military demands which heve emerged 

since then, it is not surprising that our imports, which 

have alwaye been regarded ae a sort ot inverted residuary 

legatee, have suffered severely. But this cannot go on. 

Import Requirements. 

In peace t ime about two-fifths of our imports were in 

the category which would today come under the l!iniatry of 

FOod, as against three-tit'tha in the purview ot the Ministry 

of Production. 

The IU.nietry of Food has been cut by about one-halt. 

Frui t , vegetables and feeding stutt's have been virtually 

eliminated, and auger imports halyed. lluch ot the etrenuous 

effort ot the llinieter of Agriculture hae been devoted to 

replaci ng the animal feeding stutta we use.S to import. Even 

eo , the output or oeat, bacon ano eggs baa droppe.S to two-

thirds. Despite the l argo increase in the wheat crop, it 

etill provi.Ses only one-third to two-fitthe of our total 

"heat consumpti~n. Whether meaeureo in calories or protein, 

considerably more then halt the food of our 47 million people 

still has to be imported from overseas. 

No twithstanding the rned to maintain cur impcrte of 

metals , "e have , on the J.:inietry r£ Production si.Se as a 

whole , restricteo our consumption of import s to about two-

fifths or the 19}7 level. 
. . 

Timber hae been reduce.S to one-

fifth, iron-ore to one- thir.S, paper and papermaking materials 

to one-sixth. Imported materials used for purely civilian 

purposes are now negligible , oneS, unless we reduce munitions 

production (already orastically pruned) by a conai.Serable 

amount , there is no hope or further notable economies on the 

Ministry of Pro.Suetion programme. 

Thua/ 

-
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Thus we. must have nearly a million tons of food 

imports a month and over a million tons of raw materiels . 

Together with finished munitions , &c., this brings us up 

to something like 2-Jr million tons a month, corresponding 

to the 27 million-ton minimum import programme. 

Stocks. 

In 1941 our imports averaged just over ~ million tons 

a month; war- time restrictions on consumption had taken 

effect and we built up stocks from l-3/4 million to 4 million 

tons over and above min~ safety level laid down by War 

Cabinet and described by Dr. Stacy May, the American economic 

analyst, as ''bedrock minimum". When our imports dropped to 

two million tons a month i n t he f irst ten months of 1942 

these stocks fell by nearly 1-3/4 million tons . The recent 

fell in imports to l t million tons a month has slashed our 

stocks further by about 2t million tons despite every 

expedient, and by April it seems likely that stocks will be 

nearly one million tons below the minimum safety level.• 

With these stocks, industry will not as a whole come to a 

stop, but we shall be living from hand to mouth. AnY 

further drop and the wheels would cease to turn and rations 

would be jeopardized. When we observe the enormous cost in 

imports of military operations ("Torch" has been costing us 

about half a million tons of imports a month), and the 

inevitable uncertainties of forecasting imports (the actual 

imports in 3 months of llovember, December and Jo.nuary 

averaged 300,000 tons less than forecasts made only a 

fortnight before the end of each month), it is pla in that 

we could not undertake new military undertakings with stocks 

at present levels. Even if ships are more plentif ul later in 

the/ 0712 
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the year which is none too certain it may be hard to f ind 

escorts. 

Our mintmum imports , which are an 1n0iepenaable condition 

ot the security of t he Unit ed Kingdom and the ma~ntenance of 

United Kingdom War Production, must be considered an absolute 

tiret charge or Allied shipping; they are as vital to the 

war effort as supplies to the various theatres. northwest 

Africa has recently been receiving about three-quarters as 

much cargo shipping each month a e the whole ot the united 

Kingdom; one-eighth ot the Allied f leet is not a great t raction 

to reserve f or United Kingdom imports, to maintain a great 

munitions output, as well as 44 million civilians , and 3 

millions in the Services. Our own f l eet 1e diminished by 

operating , before and after America came into the war, in the 

moat dangerous waters. We have undertaken arduous and 

essential operations encouraged by the belief t hat we could 

rely on American shipbuilding to see us through. 

• Note: Stocks (non-tanker: food and raw lll8teria le ) now etend 
at""'i'iiOut 15 million tone, having been reduced by about 4 million 
tone since the beginning of 1941. This ie approximately the 
total which the War Oabinet regard as the minimum safety level, 
beyond which they regard it as important that there should be 
some margin; but the stocks are in fact still falling. The 
stocks need (a) to give a working minimum to ensure continuous 
~reduction without a hold-up at any stage of production; and 

-

(b) to provide some additional reserve requirsO by the need of 
dispersal (in view of bombing) and against the interruption of 
inflow of supplies by enemy action. The global figure of stocks 
moreover exaggerates the true reserve, Q8 some critical stocks 
are below the general average; for example, at the end of 1942 
the import food reserves only 1ncladed 17 weeks or "heat and 
flour , under eleven weeks consumption of meat; and reeerves of 
raw mater i als included only 2l weeks stock or steel, 10 weeks of 
pig iron, 12 weeks of copper end 4 weeks of phosphate: and, cs 
stated, stocks generally hove fallen s ince then. 
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WAR DEPART)ENT CODE CFNTErt 

Filed _2:35 Al4 

Date March 30 

FRO:J : LONDON 

TO: THE PRESIDENT OF THE UN ITED STATES 

NUMBER: 275 , March 30 , 1943 

Former Naval Person to President personal end 

Your number 265 . Have sent telegram in form 

you approve. Please send supporting meeeage, which I 

am sure will be most helpful . 

Prime 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Britiah 
Govt. , St~te Dept . t el., 3-29- 73 
By R. H. Parks Date 

MAY 5 1972 
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From: Amembassy London 

CCVID 

March 30 , 1943 
l7l9Z 

For : The President of the United States 

In reply cite: No . 276 !:arch 30, 1943 

To President from Former Naval Person personal . 

Your letter of March 19. l.!y first visit to America 
was in December 1895 when I was already too big for any 
baby carriage . . , 

Prime 

RIGRADED UHCLASSIF 
~ovt., State Dept liD b7 Britl•h 
7 a. H. Par~ · tel., 3-29-?a ... ».'• M 

AY 5 197l 

' I / 
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