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WAR DEPARTMENT CODE CENTER

Filed 848 PM
Date anuar

FROM: London

TO: The Presiddnt of the United States

WUMBER: 250, January 1, 1943

Fersonal and “Fﬂmur ¥aval Person to President
Roosevelt your telegram number two four three.

1. About two months ago Mr. Hull asked for an assurance,
which we gladly gave, that the Eritish Govermment wae in agreemsnt
with the United States Govermment that the blockade of enemy terri=
tory should be vigorously mainteined. This is our policy, as agresd
with your government. The single exception is Gresce, where alone
af all Allied countries the ensmy allowed wholessle starvation
conditione to develop. We have resisted sxtremely strong pressure
from the Belgian Government and others to depart from it. To abandon
the prineiple that the enemy is responsible for the territories he
has conquered, will lead very quickly %o our having the whole lot
on our backe, & burden far beyond our strength.

2. Conditions in Belgium are worse than in Norway and in our
judgment it would not be right to make a concession to Norway and
not to Belgium. It would be impossible, too, to dispute the claims
of other Allied Governments who would certainly press violemtly for

squal privileges. ”
REGRATEN NPT AGSTFIED by British
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From: London
To: ., The President of the United States
Rumber; 260, January 1, 1943

3. In our view the plan you propose might therefore have
the eventual effuct of reversing our whole joint food blockade policy,
and this I am sure you will agree, we should not contemplate,

4. A8 you are no doubt aware, we have already mgreed with
your authorities upon a secret scheme, which while distinct from ordi-
nary relief, will help our Yorwegian friends without dangerous reper-
cussions. This scheme, which has been welcomed by the Norwegian Govern=
ment, provides for the despatch in the Gotherburg traffic of limited
quantities of supplies disguised ms Swedish imports, to be distri- —
buted in Norway through secret channels, If it is put into operation
it will bring material aid to our friedds, although it is of course
vital that none but the Norwegian officials directly concerned should
know of it,

§. We are also anxious to proceed with plana for the eva-
cuation of Norwegian, Belgian and other childrem to Sweden and Switzer-
land respectively, where they could be maintained by extra imports
through the blockads,

6. I should be grateful for an expression of your views,

Prime
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January 5, 1943,

VFMORANTUM FOR

THE SECRETARY OF BTATE:

Attached is a paraphrased copy of
message No, 250 from the Prime M¥inister to the
Fresident, dated January 1, 1943, which the

President desires be furnished you for your

information.
CHRETER WAMMOND
Lty Coleonel, General 3taff,
Assistant to the Yilitary Alde.
1 Iﬂﬂll
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m Jamuary 1, 1943,
E

From: London
To 1 The President of the Urited Staten
Yos. ¢ E80

Former Naval Person to the President personal l.nd—

Your telegram mmbesr two four three,

1, Ur, Hull asked for an assurance, about lovember first, that
the British Government agree with the Tnited States Goverrment that
blockade of territory of the enemy should be strongly maintained,

Ve g_;h:ll}r gave this mssurance. According to our agresment with
your povermment, this is our poliey. freece is the only exception,
for there alone has the eneny permitted nationwide starwvation to
develop., Nespite very powerful Felgian influences, we have main-
tained our position., 1f we wers to sabandon the orinsiple that
territories overe-run by the enemy are his responsibility, we would
soon find ourselves facing the task of carrying the whole lot on
our hacks, & task too great for our strength.

2, Belpium is confronted by worse conditlons than those eof
Morway, and we feel that it would be unjust te glve Nerway a helplng
hand while ignorine the wants of Belpium. Also, 1t would be lu=
possible to deny the valldity of elaime made by other Allied Oovern-
manta who would exert great pressure for slmllar privileges.

3, As we see it, vour proposed planm mipght therefore result in
a reveraal of our entire poliey of joint food blockade, a position
1 am sure you will arree we must not consider,

4, he you undavhtadly know, & secret scheme has been arreed upon
by yvour anthorities and curselves which, while it cannot be oconsidered

REQGRADFND netanassiep by British
Gﬂ"-'t. . 0 Bty E --'-Jll- ] 3-—39-7\‘
By R. il. Tarka sate MAY 5 1972
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Prime ¥inister-=Fragident "250. Pare two.

aa ordinary relief, will help our friends in Norwey ﬂth&ut dangorous
repsrcussions, This arrencement, which the Norweglan Yovernment has
waloomed, entalle sending in-the Gotherburep traffic limited amounts
of supplies under the gulse of Swedish importes, to be distributed
saoratly in Norway. If carried out it will aid our friends in a
meterial way, althourh of course it 1s hizghly necessary that only
the Norweplan officirls immedietely concerned should know about 1%,
5. Also we are anxious to ro on with plans +o evecuate children
of Worway, Pelgium, and other cnuntrio? to Sweden end Switzerluand
respoctively, where extra irporte th'r'cfur;h the blockads nuuldimn;ntnin
them, =

-

8, Your views on the subject-would he appreciated,

FPRIME
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~ NAVAL MESSAGE z NAVY DEPARTN T
DRAFTER : EXTENSION NUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE
ALUSNA, LONDON PRIDRITY
FROM )
5 OPNAV
ROUTINE
RELEASED BY =
DEFERRED
pare 2 JANUARY, 1943,
penoom _ 1927=2 JAN. FRIDRITY
b RADED D¥r1LASSTFTED by British

DECODED 8Y LT ROBINSON

R. H. Purks Date DEFERRED

IMFORMATION

wt., B Dept. gol., S-E'B-T ROUTINE

pamapmasep gy LT ROBINSON e MAY.__5.1972!
INDICATE BY ASTERISK ADDRESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY,
LT ROBIWSON
p21624 lICR 4560
UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE.
ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME  oaTE TIME act
TEXT PART TWO-@21625, NCR 4551.

(To BE DECYPHERED BY OFF ICER WHO HANDLED OPNAV 211844)

(FROM FORMER NAVAL PERSON TO PRESIDENT, NUMBER 351;—
AND PERSONAL :

1. YOUR 249, WE WILL CONFORM TO YOUR WISHES AND ARE OBSERVING THE
STRICTEST SECRECY. IT MIGHT BE WORTH WHILE LATER ON, WHEN OUR ABSENCE
BECOMES NOTICEABLE, SUGGESTING WE ARE MEETING SECRETLY SOMEWHERE IN
THE UNITED STATES; OR ANYHOW, THAT | HAVE GONE TO AMERICA.

2. IN SYMBOL | AM "AIR COMMODORE 'FRANKLAND'®., SUGGEST YOU ALSO CHOOSE
AN ALIAS AND ONE FOR HARRY.

3. ALSO SUGGEST PRESS CORRESPONDENTS BE ENTIRELY EXCLUDED, BUT PRESUME
NO OBJECTION TO OUR OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPHERS GOING OUT IN BULOLO (MY
HEADQUARTERS SHIP), PICTURES BEING RELEASED AND AFTERWARDS AND
SIMULTANEOUSLY TO BOTH COUNTRIES.

4. YOUR 250 ALSO RECEIVED, MANY THANKS FOR YOUR GOOD WISHES.

ARE YOU GOING TO SEE DEGAULLE BEFORE SYMBOL, OR WAIT TILL AFTERWARDS?

ﬂchD"“ F"'“-hiliitl F“-E-
Mo | ADMIRAL Me. 1 FILE Me. 3 Fl OR CHARTROOM. Ma. 4 SPECIAL

SEALED wele@uReisp

Make original only. Deliver to communleation watch officer In parson. (See Art. 78 (4) NAVREGS.)
HOR 18 18—B0RB0-1 W, 6, ETEREEERT FRINTIEG BAFILE
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" WAVAL MESSAGE NAVY DEPARTME -
DRAFTER EXTENSION NUMBER __._ kL ADDRESSEES T_. © PRECEDENCE
- ALUSNA LONDON | = PRIORITY
R 8 oPav ‘a RO
A 2 JAN 43 ;I | DEFERRED
TOR CODEROOM _ 1911 /2ND E PETY
SRR HILL/HILL 2 | -

3 DEFERRED
PARAPHRASED BY i I S e
INDIGATE BY ASTERISK ADDRESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY.
LT KELLY p21625 NCR 4551 §
UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE =
OMGINATOR FILL INDATE AND TIME__ DATE . Wl L) VAN N
TEXT
TO BE DECIPHERED ONLY BY OFFICER WHO HANDLED OPNAV
2118449,
FORMER NAVAL PERSON TO PRESIDENT QNN D PERSONAL
NUNMBER 252,
MY IMUEDIATELY PRECEDING TELEGRAM FRANKLAND,
REGRADED UM~TASSTFTED by British
Govt., &. Dep.. tel., 3-29-T8
By R. H. Parks Date MAY 5 19?2
NAVAIDEsssseesACTION
SEALED SECRET FILE.,
Me. | ADMIRAL Mo I FILE Na. 1 F-1 OR CHARTROOM. Me. 4 SPECIAL

SEALED NSkl

Make original only. Deliver to communication watch afficer In person. (Ses Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.)
NOCH 18

Vh=00RB0-1 @ 0. SEVTRENERT FRANTING BAFIDE
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" NAVAL MESSAGE & ~ NAVY DEPARTME o
DRAFTER ~ EXTENSION NUMBER ADDRESSEES  PRECEDENCE
— NAVCO! LONDON : PRioRITY

) : ,_.r,,_,[m_Jqﬂ'l,wﬁw*rﬁmu TPPE:“PPP
o 8 JANUARY 43 il 4% |
RS Tk 2122 Blh. - YE00. % (9/27/88) | -
ROTH/HILL E ¥ s
DECODED BY -
Pﬂtﬁ_ MnY 5 19?2 DEFERRED
PARAPHRASED BY — e N i ==
INDICATE BY ASTERISK .IIIIIRE“IES FOR WHICH HML D-EI.!"“'I' W e 1\))
LT KELLY 131949 NCR 9483 S
UNLESS OTHERWISE NDICATED TWIS DSPATCN WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH OEFERRED PRECEOBNSE
ORIGINATOR FILL INOATE AND TIME DA TMe 6T
TEXT

-.
AFF IRUATIVE®YOUR (J81635. ALUSNA LONDON $21625 (Ax15)*
AT 1856 ON SECOND.

* OPNAV (841635 NCR 27228 = A R%EUEgTB‘EﬂL?G”HE#;u FOR i252
** ALUSNA LGHDE}H 21625 NCR 4551 = CONSIL 'TS OF IhSTRUETiGHS
- EANDLIHG ALUSNA LONDON @2162¢ NCR 4567.

PARAPHRASED COPY OF ALUSNA LONDON (2162
4560 |NCLUDED THE SUBSTANCE OF THE PRIM
UINISTERS #252 BUT FAILED-TO INDICATE THAT

252 WAS INCLUDED THEREINa A COPY OF -%?ﬁ
PREPARED SEPARATELY 1S FURNISHED HEREM

HavAIDE-IIl‘--#ETIGH
SEALED SCCRET FILE.

L}

Mo 1 ADMIRAL Mo 2 FILE He. 1 F-1 OR CHARTROOM. Me. & SPECIAL

SEALED SilinGhaisy

Make original only. Deliver to communication watch officor in person. (Sees Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.)

nA— B0 | R MR AR ET PRIETRER TREL

NCR NOTE:

s |

H
C

E
R
N
5
E

¢ = CABLE CIRCUIT NO.
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NAYAL MESSAGE MAYY DEPARTM ™
DRAFTER EXTEMSION WUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE
rrom __ OPNAV = PRIORITY
E COMNAVEU PHIHE'I‘:‘!‘;”
T LT MOTT (BY PHONE) : :
DEFERRED
DATE B8 JANUARY 43
TOR CODEROOM 1647 E PRIORITY
DEGODED BY HILL/HILL E ROUTINE
£ DEFERRED
PARAFHRASED BY :
INDICATE BY ASTERISK ADDRESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS5 SATISFACTORY.
LT KELLY #81635 NCR 2T722s
UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE.
ﬂﬂﬂl‘lﬂﬂ FILL IN DATE AND TIME DATE TIME BCT
TEXT
HAS PRIME MINISTERS NUMBER 252 BEEN SENT. |IF S0, BY WHAT MEANS,
FFHEH?I M. Roosevelt Library
: - D200.8 (9/27/68)
: ” —\‘ SR -, MA?- 5 19?2
(“\EEL.E‘_‘-‘Iillllinnlﬂl $ignature- -
SEALED SECRET FILE. e aviil
No. 1 ADMIRAL Me. 2 FILE. Ma, 3 F-1 OR CHARTROOM, Ma, 4 SPECIAL
Make original only. Deliver to communieation watch officer in person. (Ses Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.)
NCR18 IE—SOAIG-1 W, B SOTEREWINT FEINTISG SPTICL
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" MAVAL MESSAGE NAVY DEPARTN
DRAFTER . EXTEWSION MUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE

aaed ALUSNA LONDON g PRIDRITY
e : OPNAV ROUTINE
= DEFERRED
ore 3 JANUARY 1943
TOR CODERODOM 1843 g PRIORITY
sl J ALLEN : ROUTINE
\ = DEFERRED
PARAPHRASED BY | =7
INDICATE BY ASTERISK ADDRESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY.
¥3173¢ NCR 540¢8S
UNLESS DTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE
ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME i DATE TIME acT
TEXT
F RMER NAVAL PERSON TO PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT.
AND PERSONAL NUMBER 253.
YOUR 252
1. YOUR PARAGRAPH 1 wILL BE DONE.
2. YOUR PARAGRAPH 2. HOWEVER DID YOU THINK OF SUCH AN
IMPENETRABLE DISGUISE? |IN ORDER TO MAKE IT EVEN
HARDER FOR THE ENEMY AND TO DISCOURAGE IRREVERENT
GUESSWORK PROPOSE ADMIRAL Q.AND MR P, (N B) WE
MUST MIND OUR P"S AND Q'S
3. SHOULD YOU BRING WILLKIE WITH YOU SUGGEST CODE
WORD WINDMILL .
4, DEGAULLE. | THINK IT FAR BETTER THE VISIT éBULD
BE POSTPONED TILL TORCH AFFAIRS ARE SYMBOLIZED.
REGRADFD "™ LASSTFIED by British
Govt., Biuw Lupt. hﬂl+j B-ﬂﬂ-?ﬂ
DISTRIBUTION: ACTION..+o.P1A By R. H. Parks m“ﬁlﬁf 5 1972
Na. | ADMIRAL Ma. 2 FILE. Ma. 1 F-1 OR CHARTROOM. Mo 4 SPECIAL

SEALED nS—hy

Maks original only. Deliver to communication watch officer in person. (Ses Art. T6 ({) NAVREGS.)

ROR 18 We=BRS0-1 B L STRARINT PRPETIN STV
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NAVAL MESSAGE : NAVY nmnm'_t; {
DRAFTER EXTENSION NUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE
COMNAVEU 2 | OREY
E|  OPNAV it
RELEASED BY =
S 5 JANUARY 1943 £ DEFERRED
TOR CODERDOM 1919/5 z PRIDRITY
DECODED BY J ALLEN E ROUTINE
£ DEFERRED
PARAPHRASED BY
INDICATE BY ASTERISK ADDRESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY.
p6p84¢9 NCR 6632
UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDEMCE.
ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME ! DATE TIME BET

TEXT
PERSONAL AND S .
THROUGH ADMIRAL KIRK.
FROM FORMERNAVAL PERSON TO PRESIDENT
NUMBER 254

DELIGHTED TO BRING AVERELL

REGRADED ©™~T.A28IFTED by British
Govt., & Uegi. tel., 3-20-TH
h R. H. Farks Dl“

DISTRIBUTION: MAY 5 1972
PiA+es s «ACTION
Me. 1 ADMIRAL Ma. 2 FILE Na. 3 | OR CHARTROOM. 4 SPECUAL.

SEALED Seisguemmy

Maks original only. Deliver to communication watch officer In person. (Ses Art. 76 (§) NAYREGS.)

MO 18 I e L
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NAVAL MESSAGE NAYY DEPARTN

e e

AL

DRAFTER E EXTENSION NUMEER mm:*: FRECEDEMCE
= ALUSNA LONDON E mel :
A - OPNAY ROUTINE
oath 7 JANUARY 1943 —r

1322/7 = PRIORITY
" E REGRADED 11"~"ASSTFIED by Beigq ROUTINE
DECODED BY J ALLEN E 'ianL_, : ept: Tal. guen h

« H. Parke

. BlEA s o s TR
INDICATE BY ASTERISK ADDRESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. HHT

$74299 NCR 8378

mm OTHERWISE IMDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDEMCE

ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME = DATE L TIME GCT
TEXT

FROM FORMER NAVAL PERSON TO THE PRESIDENT NUMBER 255 K
AND PERSONAL SYMBOL.

| THINK IT WOULD BE WELL TO HAVE SUBSIDIARY ALTERNATIVE BASE
AT MARAKESH S0 THAT WE COULD MOVE THERE IF CASABLANCA

BECAME TOO PUBLIC. WEATHER 18 OFTEN WARM AND BRIGHT AT
MARAKESH WHEN RAINING ON THE COAST. | STAYED THERE FOR

A MONTH IN JANUARY 1936 AND THOUGHT IT ONE OF THE BEST
PLACES | HAD EVER STRUCK ANYWAY THERE 1S NO HARM IN

HAVING IT UNDER OUR LEE.

| AM ASKING THAT ARRANGEMENTS MAY BE MADE ACCORDINGLY.

B
DISTRIGITION T o e T Aralen - Gk e

Tt o, d
Pu.......acnnn T Tl w W e R R
Na. 1 ADMIRAL Na. 2 FILE Na. 3 F-) OR CHARTROOM. Ne 4 SPECIAL

SEALED =SSy

Make original only. Dellver to communication watch officer In person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.)

NOR 18 PA—BORS0-] W B ESTERAEERT FRETIEG STCT
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WAR DEPARTMENT CODE CEMTER

TIME FILED: 0545z Jan 8

m TIME RECEIVED: 1255z Jan 8

FROM: LONDON
T0: THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
NO: 2566 January B8, 1943
FORMER NAVAL PERSON TO FPRESIDENT PERSONAL.

MANY CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR GRAND SPEECH.

FRIME

REGRT b L
Govt. Briil

By R. K. Furkn . Eal:ﬂ ’Mi?ah-?lg?z

“Detirtel i 11ad Forerd
ad 434 Evr, ﬁ r, 194
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WAR DEFARTMENT CODE CENTER

MR A ey e
. . sy ‘ FILED: 10/1724
|
E U RECEIVED: 10/1250
FROM: LONDON EMGLAND
T0: THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

NUMEER: 257. Jenuary 10, 1543
From the Prime Minister to the President personal and
]

l. Referring to your telegram numbsr two five one, I
am grateful for your acceptance of cur proposals regarding
the ten day cyocle end the institution of direct tanker convoys
from the Dutch West Indies to the United Einpdom.

2. We agrees that under the new arrangements and with the
help of the spars tankers to which you refer and assuming that
you will provide all the fast tankers required for the Torch’
area, our imports into United Einpdom during one nine four thres
will be about fifteen million tons which will barely meet consumption,

5+« The Admiralty agree that for the moment the independent
sailing of fast tankers to the United Kingdom is inadvisable but
I suggest this decision should be reconsidered in the lircht of

changing events.

REGRADDD, UV TASSTTIED by British
Govt., &l .o Dupe. LBl., B-29-T3

A . . By R. H. Parks Date MA’T 5 19?2

“TagapwgAsED COPY T@
Sejur  CwmERT 8F JTAES

C631



4. I agres that details regarding the opening of the
Trans-Atlantic ecycle, the institution of the direct Dutch
West Indles, United Kingdom tanker convoys and the fast tanker

convoys to the Torch area should be worked out between the

departmente concernsd., I fear it will be extremesly difficult
for us to find the necessary long endurance destroyers for

even halfl of the latter comnitment.

Prime
REGRACED o7 4cese
Govt,, , SIFTED by Britign

Br R T e, i A
Fullka -ult. f,q_n',' Tg 1:}??
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omkEideen
PARAPHRASE
PARAPFRASE OF A VESSAQE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER TO THE

PRESIDENT .

SN s d Personal to the President from the Prime Winister
Nos 257,

l. Fe President's 251. 1 deeply appreciate vour acceptance of
our proposal reparding the inatitution of direct tanker sonvoym %o
the Tnitod Kingsdom from the Netherlands West Indles and the proposal
rogarding the tem day cyole,

2, Yo are in ezreerent that,under the new arrangements and with
the nid of epare tankers to whioh you refer snd on the assumption
thet the United States providesall ths fast tankers nesded for the
Toroh area, our United Kingdom imports in one nine four three will
barely meet consumption, being only sbout fifteen million tons.

3« The independent salling of fast teankers to the United
Kingdom is inadvisable at the present. The Admiralty agree. 1
recommend however that thia declsion be reconsidered in the light
of changing events.

4, I agree that all details concerning the institution of fast
tanker convoys to Toreh area and direet Dutch West Indies==Tn!ted
Kingdom esonvoys, snd the opening of the trans=Atlantie cyole, should
be ironed out by the departments concerned, It will be exceedingly
hard for ua, I fear, to find the needed longeendurance destroyers for
even half of the former commitment.

ISIFTED Ly Bedtiah PRIMVE

tel., 3-29-72

B7 R, K. Parks  Date S TeR
)

uovi, L
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WAR DEPARTMENT CODE CENTER

Filed 2208 2
Date — Jemuary 10 _

FROM ¢ London

T01 The President of the United States

NUMBER: 258, January 10, 1943

Former Waval Person to President perscnal m-nur

two five four.

1. With regard to the Ceneralissimos allegations that we have
broken faith with him on two important issues, I should like you to know,
firstly sbout the fleet, that I gave no promise or assurance at the Pacific
War Council, but merely stated what were then our intentions, since changed
by events of wnicﬂ_&uu are aware. Secondly, Field Marshal Tavell has piven
no undertaking to operate seven divisions for the pécapture of Burma before
the next monsoon. The position on these matters is as followa.

2., We had propossd to form the eastern fleet July first, cne nine
four two, 8ince then howsver all Somervilles esssntial sircraft carriers
have been drewn away. Victorious has been placed at your disposal. Illu=-
strious must come home for refit. Formidable ias busy with Torch but also
overdues for refit. The destroyers have been cut to a minimm for the sake

of Torch and the Russian convoye. Our shortage of destroyers is friphtful.

Therefore, although the battleships for the Bastern Fleet are, or will be

BREGRADTT 1+ SIFIED by British s

- Guvt..r. ; “Upt. wel., B=-20-73
¥ R. H. Puris Date May 51972



From: London
Tos The Fresident of the United States
Number: 258, Jonuary 10, 1943
all ready shortly, they are shorn of their indispensable ancillaries. The
fleset in the Indian Ocean exercices e certain deterrent efiect as the enemy
do not know what it lacks. Also we hope to send Unicorn to join it pretty
soon, but it will not be possible with this fleet to enter the Bay of Tenpal
until it has been reinforced with carriers, nor indded is the fleet necessary
for operations now being underteken by Field Marshal Wavell before the honsocon.

3. I have been ardently pressing Field Marshel Wavell to take the
offon;iva to the utmost but, as we have had to cut off his supplies of landing
craft for the sake of Torch and future cperations in the Torch asrea or elsewhere,
he will not be atle to manape anything more than operations Cannibal and
Ravenous before the monscon., I am quite sure that he has beeﬁ most enxious to
bring the greatest force to bear on laﬁd upon the enemy and to press forward,
but it is absolutely no use Chianpg or Stilwell serying th#t men can be maintained
at particular points in these mounteinous and rein sodden jungles when in effect
we know that they camnot.: There are plenty of troops in India but the diffi-
culty is to supply them in the forward area under the prevailing conditions,

4, I hope thersfore that any sssurences te Chieng mey wait till
S8ymbol. In the meamwhile Field Marshal Wavell is keepirpg Cenersl Stilvell
fully informed of the limitations which maintenance diffisculties impose on his
pregent operations. We had hoped that General Stilwell would have been able

to make these problems clear to the Generalissime,

Ho Sig
s ?1.-_\-.‘-n|+.—-\ DVATESETITED b Hpd 4 ah
- Ga ' ; 1 s L., 3-43=T2
.l | ! -Il_‘!s L By R. H. Parks Date i1y




BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON,D.C.

January 27th, 1943,

Dear Mr. FPresident,

I enclose the text of a message
for you from the Prime Minister which I have
just received.

I shall be delighted to hear you
are safely back from your great trip, and
shall much look forward to seeing you. 1I
have no doubt your talks will have been more
than worth all the trouble of getting to meet!

Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

‘ff”’#fﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂ’ﬂ"-‘-__ﬁq

Franklin D. Roosevelt, DECLASBIFIED

The Honourable

By iunthority ofr.ff)ad . \ 1
President of the United States - ) ﬁ'ﬂ%ui

3 ey "JI J.I/‘{" e
of America mnum 3&\’ 5 1972

washington, D. C.

287 - 4
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Message from the Prime Minister to the President
dated January 27th, 1943.

The Turk is delighted, as you will
see from his message to jyou. I em again in
Cairo and shall start in a day or two to secret
rendezvous in Turkey, name of which I will
telegraph later. I will keep you fully informed.
Hope all is well with you and that you are not at
all fatigued. We seem to have got a good deal of

world press.

REGRAL.C | yAE L ED wy British

B R e e M5 w72

e e | TR G———
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KISVAR 2 COvD
filed 30/12547 30/12172

From: London
Toy The President of the United States

NO 268 January S0th, 1943,

Former laval person to President Roosevelt. Personal nnd‘

Many happy and glorious returns of the day from your friend. Winaten.

PRIME

REGRADED UHOLASSIRIFD by British
Govt.,, Euu.u Dept. Lol., 3-20-T8

By R. H. Pu;;ks- Da
* may 51972
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BRITISH EMBASSY

WASHINGTON, D. C.
YW ;. poroonal

February 2nd, 1943.

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose a message which hae
just been received for you from the Prime
Minister.

Another long telegram has Jjust
come in which is probably the document
referred to in the second paragraph of the
MesSaAgE . I will send this down as soon as
it is decyphered.

Believe me,

Dear Mr. President,

DECLASSIFIED . Very sincerely yours,
By Authority ur.lb:."d@ih-

G, keleapam 1Ji2): M‘*K

T
by LA e W5 197 —

The Honmourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,
Washington, D. C.
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lfesgpage from the Prime Minister to the Presidgent.

AND PERSOIIAL

1. I hope indeed you are safely returned and are

not unduly tired.

24 Ky wvisit to Turkey waes in my cpinion a great
BUCCE8E. I send you the following short note of my
conversations with President Inonu and a paper called

"Morning Thoughts"™ which I gave him.

Ta I pursued a method of perfect trust and confidence,
gsking for no [1 group undecypherable] but giving to the
utmost of our power. In this atmosphere President sald

that paper was wholly favourable to his views, that 1f
Turkey was allowed to be judge we should get all we wanted,
that he was in complete sympathy with us. I find him a very
agreegble man and we made friends at once. Indeed he was
most warm end cordisl in all his attitude and he and his
Ministers reiterated again and agasin that they longed for

our victory. I made it clear that I did not wish them to
enter the war in any circumstences which would lead to
Turkish disaster, which would be our disaster too, but that
ﬁhen circumstances were favourable I was sure it would be in
the interests of Turkey to play her part. Everything we

gaid in thie sense was accepted with lively accord. I asked
them whether there would be trouble with the Germans about
my visit. They said that they did not care. I had feeling
that they have received an impression of internal condition
of Germany very much more satisfactory to us all than

anything previously received by them.

m PR riiiay g - LI..K
Ef&itﬁ‘i‘_n ISTFTRD by British 064 D
p R.,, MELLE MuPes I-".:lq. 3“29-7
7 R. H. rarke  Date MAY 5'19?2



L President Inonu is sending you & cordial

mEBSALS . I hope in reply you will back me up and

send a good long telegram, They all attach the
——-'_'-.-_'_
greatesat importance to everything you say. If you

can add something sbout an additional packet of

munitions this would alaoc be very good, although
difficulty will be getting them into their hands
rather than providing them.
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BRITISY RVRASSY
WASSI “3TON, D, ©,

—

February 2nd, 184%,

Dear VMr. President,
I enclose the furthor messa-e from the Erime
Viniater which I mentioned in my earlier letter today.
I alsc smolose a copy of & personal messapre

to you frow ¥r, Eden; which has just come in.

Balieve me,
Dear Y¥r. President,

¥ery sincerely yours,

/8/ Halifax,

TROLASSIF 1ED J
By Authority f'f--l-mm

The Honourable

Franklin D, Reoosevel%, By

Prasidant of tha Tnited States

of Amarica,

Fashin-tom, D. C.

1

T
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¥essa & frow the Prime Vinister to the Fresident.

REGRATED UFOLASSIFIED by British
_ Gu*:r.,." u Dept. twel., 3-30-72
By R. H. Purks Date MﬂY 5 19?2

MER¥IVG THOUGHTS

Note on Post=liar Security.

When Tnited Nations led by three freat Fowers, Greet Britain,
United States end T,5.5.R. have received unccnditional surrender of
sermany and Itely, Greet PFritaln and Tnited Stetes will turn their
full force a-sinst Jeapan in order to punish effectively that eroedy and
arbitious mation for its treacherovs asssults end outreses and to
procure likewise fror Japen uncondit’onal surrerder.
2. In this, slthourh no treaty arrencement has been made, 1t
senms nrobsble that Greet Britain and Thited Stetes will be joined bty
Rurnsla.
-1 The peace conference of the victorious powers will probably
ggzerbls in Evrope wvhile final steros of wer azainst Japen are atill
in ororress. it this conferance the defeated erressor gountriee will
receive directions of victors. Cbjiect of these directiors will de %o
pravent ns effactively as possible repenel of wts of acpression of the
kinds which have cevsed these tvo terrible wers in Surcpe in one gen-
eretion. For this nurcose and so fer as possible totsl disarmement of
#uilty nations will be enfcreed, On the other hand no attempt will te
made to dsstroy their peonles or to prevent them rainine thelr living
and 1sadin= a decent 1ife ir snite of all the crimes they have committed.
44 It is recornized thet it 1# not possible tc meke the vanculshed

pay for war as ves triad last time, and congeauently task of rebuilding

ruined snd stervins Europe will demand from conguercrs & period of exertio®

e S .
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soarcely less severa then thet of the war. Sucsia sarticulerly which hae
guffersd such & horrible devastetion will be sided in every poscible way
in ker work of restorin~ the economic life of her people. It soems probable
th + economic reconstruction end rehsbilitation will cecupy full enerries
e all eountries for & rood manv ymars in visr of their previcus exper=
iernces end les=ons they have learnad.

B Fussie has sirned s treaty with Grest Britein on bhasis of
ttlentie Charter binding both natione mutually to aid each other, The
duration of this tremty is twenty vears. Py it end by Atlerntle Charter
the two naticns remounce all idea of territorial ~ains. Russiana no
doubt irteroret t*iz as rivine then ri-ht tc elaim, subject to thair
agrecsment with Poland, their frontier of June 1041 before they were
attecked by Sermany.

B It is the intention of chiefs of the Tnited Neticns to create

a world or-enizaticn for the nreservation of p=ace based upcn the
gonceptions of freedom and justice and the revivel of prosperity. ALs

a oart of this orranizetion an instrument of Bvropean Government will

be asteblished which will embody the spirit but not be subject to the
weaknesz of former ieErue of ¥et'ong., The urits forming this body will
not only be the rreat nations of Furope snd Asia “inor only. WNeed for

a Scendinavien bloc, Denvbian hloe and a Balken tloe enpear to be
chvlous. A similsr instrument will be formed in the Var Fast with dif-
farent membershic end the whole will be held tozether by the fact that
vietoricvs powers as vet continue fullv e rmed, especially in the air,
##i{1e irposinc complate i sarmament upon the zuilty. Mene ean prediot
with certainty that the victors will never cuarrel emonrst themselves,

or that the Tnited Stetes may not once arein retirs from Furepe, but

I 0644
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after the erperiences which all have =one through, and their sufferings
and the certeinty thet & third strursle will destroy all thet 1s left of
culture, wealth end eivilizetior of mankind and reduce us to the lavel
almost of wild beasts, tre most intense effort will be made bty the
leadine Powers to crolome thelr honoursble associntion and by saorifice
and selfrestraint to win for themselves a glorious name in human annelo.
Arost Britain will certeinly do her utmost to orzenize e ceslitien of
rosistence to eny sct of arrression comriited by any power; it is bolievod
thet the Tnited States will coopsrate with her and even posridly take
the lead of the world, on sccount of her numbers end stremgth, in the rood
work of nreventins such tendencles %o ss-resricn before they btreak into
open War.
T The hirhest security for Turkey in post-war world will be found |
by her takins her place as a viotorious bellimerent end ally et the
sida of Grest Fritain, the United States and Russia. In this way & stert
n{ll be made in ell friendliness and confidence, end a new instrument will
srow around the zoodwill and corradeshin of those who have beer in the
field together, with vowerful armies.
8. Turkey may be drewn into war either by being attacked in the
‘de:pniring econvulsicns of a still very powerful Nezi power, or because
her interests recuire her to intervens to help prevent total ansrchy in

the Telkans, end also hecause the s:ntiments of modern Turkey ere in i

harmony with the larme an’ venerous conceptions embodied in tho Atlantie

tharter, which are ~oins to be fourht for end defended by new renerstions l
of mén. f
8. %e must therafore consider the ceze of Turkey Heccming a i

te1li-ersnt. The militerr an? technicul gide is under exemiration by
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tarshel Chekmek, Ienerels Srocks, Alevender, Tilson end other *izh
technical suthcrities, The politieal agpect is no less important. It
would be wrenr for Turkey to entar the wor unlecs herself attacked,

if +hat orly led har to e disaster, end her ally Pritein hes never asked
and will never ssv her to do so under such conditiens. On the other

hmmd if the renaral of Tensive strength of Turkey iz relsed b the

measures now bein- teken, and slso by the increesinz weakness of Nezi
ter-any, or by the!ir withdrawal to e ~rester distance, or by the rrast
divisions tekiner place in Pulperis, or by the bitter guerrel batween the
Pumeniens and the Hun-arisns over Trensylwenie, or throurh the internal
resistancs to Germen and Itelien tyrenny shewn by Yuroslevia end Greece:
for eny cr all of these recasons and causes, Tnrkey should play a part

and win her place in the council of viectors.

1C. Tn the first instence it is possible thet the militarv situeticn
mirht be sush that Turkey wovld feel justified in tekinr the same extended
view of nevtrality or non-belli-erency ams charscterizad the attitude of the
Tnited States of Arerica towerds firest Pritein befere the United States of
imarice wes dramn into the war, T» this connexicon the destruction of
Pumenian oilfields by air sttocks by Pritich and Americen ajireraft operating
fram Turkish sirfields, or re=fuollins there, would have far=reasching
consaguences and mirht in view of the oll searcity in Germany anppreciebly
shorten the strurrle, In the seme way also the avajlability of sir bases
or refuslline ~oints in Turkey would be of rrest assistence to Grest
Eritain in her neceszary atteck on the Todecancse, end later upon Crete,
for which in eny cese, whether we set help or not, General Tilson has besn

dirscted ko nrepere during the prasent year. There is also the immensely

jmoortant guestion of openin- the Straits to Allied end then elosing to

e, E——
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Axds traffic. The cere contemoleted in this ocererreph is one in which
Turkey would have deperted from strietly impertial neutrelity and de-
finitely have t;kun sides with the Tnited Yaticnz without however snracine
her armies offensively asainst Jarmany or ®:l-arie; and those nations would
out up with this action on thgq part of Turkey because they would not wish
to excite har to more ective hostility.

11. However, we cernot survey this field without faecing the pos-
2ibility of Turlkey becoming e full belli-erent and of her armies edvancing
into the Palkens side by side with the Tussiens on the one hand in the
nerth and the Zritish to the scuthward, In the event of Turkey becoming
thus directly involved either offensively or throuch being attecked in
consequence of her ettitude, she would receive the vimost aid from all

her alliss and in addition it would be rirht for her before ineurrine
additional risks to seel orecise ruaranteee as to hor territorisl rirhts
after the war. ‘reat Priteain would be willings to rive these ruarantees

in 8 troaty at any time cuite indepandently of any other power, She is
also willing to join with Pussia in =ivin~s such cuarantees end it is
believed that Russia would be willine to make a treaty to cover the

case of Turkey becoming e full bellirerent either independently or in
conjunetion with %reat Pritain. It soems certein to Nr., Churchill that
Pregident Rocssvelt would rladly associote himself with such treeties

and that the whole weirht of the United Stetes would e used in neace
settlemmmt to that end. At the seme tine ae must not immore the dif-
ficulties which "nited States Constitution interposes azsinst proloé:éd
Furovean comnitments. These treatias end sssurances would neturally

fall within the ambit of the world-instrument to orotect all countries

from wrong=doline which 14 1s our meln intention and inflexible resolve

e
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to creaste, should Tod =iwve us the nower and lay this hirsh dvty upon us.

Vescare from ¥r. %den to President Roosevelt.

Thenk ~ou very mueh for the kind messare which vou sent

me throveh Yack. I too much hope we may meet arain soon.

. T s it
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BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

10th Pebruary 1903,

Dear Mr. President,
In my leatter of February 2nd I
sent yon the text of the document which
the Prime VWinister gave to President
Inorm when he was in Turkey.
T have been asked to let you
know that in handing this document to
President Inoma the Pprime Minister
emphasized that it represented his 5 '
nereonal views, and that he had not had
time to consult the Cebinet in the matter.
Aeallieve me,
Nesr Mp, President,

Very sincerely yours,

DECLASSIFIED

"he Honoureble By Authority ﬁfM

Tranklin N. Doosevelt,

opeaident of the "mited States m’! 519’7,"’ |
—

Washington, D.0. By, Date
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

17 February 1643

YEMORANDITY POR PROOPD:

* The "short note" end the dooument "Horning
Thovghts", referred to in the Prime Ninister's dis-
patch to the President of 2 February 1943, end also
in lord Falifax's letter to the President dated 10
February 1843, both of which are attached, were
never received in the lMap Room, nor is there any
regord of them in the Wh'te House, WNiss Batcholder
directed that the letter of 10 February 1543 be
filed until the two papers wersa located.

W. 0. MOTT
Lts Comdr., M.5.W.R.

iafrw—u-/{* :
# Qi ot defe’. oy
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2/3/1235P

CCWD
2/af12012

London

The President of the United States

No 260 Februrry 3, 19473

Former Yrvel Paraon to President Rnosevelt persanal sond

Cofoy 8L,

See Stalin'e telegrma to us both of Jenuwery 30. I think

he 1s entitled tn more precise informotion, mnd no one can
kesp gecrets better.

I think therefore we should say that -

(A). There are quarter of & million Germene and
Italimne in Zastern Tunisia. We hope to destroy or expel
these during April, if not earlier.

(B). When this is accommlished we intend. in July
or earlier if voselble, to attack Italy mcross the Central “
Mediterranesn with the object of promoting an Itelian
collspse, and establishing contact with Tugoslavia. We
expect to meet with serious opvosition from Germsa forces.
If not, our task will be much easier.

(C). Thie onarntion will involve all the shipping
end landing craft we cen gat together in the Mediterranesn
and 211 the troops we can have treined in pespult lending
in tima, and will be af the arder »of three or four hundred
thousand men. We shall nress rny advantage to the utmost
once norta of entry rnd lending beses have bean established.

(D). Wa sre sining at August for n heavy operation
rerose the Chennel, for which between seventean and twenty
British and US divisicne will be sveilshle, of which four
to seven will be US divisions, with & gross streagzth of
fifty thousend each. Here sgnin ssssult landlng craft
will be n limiting fretor. Wepther mey, of course, spnil
the Channel operat!on, in which cmse it will be prepared
with stronger forces for Sapt.

REGRADED "HCL&SSIFIED b

Govt. . : ¥ Britiah

s o

e & D'—'F”n.-. el. _t
S, T 5 _ At & te ntatrn’;?;fah?f 1€
: r : [ S 197
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(E). Both the operntions will be supported bty very
lurge US end Brit Air Forces, end thet ncross the Channel
by the whole metropolitan alr force of Grest Brit., To-
gether these oparations strein to the very utmost the
shioping resources of Great 3rit snd the US.

It would alsoc eay thet in rccentlng the concluslonas of
our Combined Chiefs of Staff, the President and the Prims
Minister heve enjoined upon them the need for the utmost
gpaed and far reinforcing the sttacks io the extreme limit
thrt is humanly amd vhysienlly possitis. Let me know whet
vou feel cbout all thie., I have tmlked it nll over with
CIGS whn is in egresment.

I1:m e0 gl:d vhat you sre home =gain. I hope all has
gone well with the conetitutlon. T ehall smocn Te moving
back by stages. Elndest regards to Huarry.

Prime
REGH 2 Do
Govt. ! ¥ British
BI F.. H. Park = WL, 3"29-?3

Late

) 1972

ace
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LCR 1 covm
filed 11152/Bth 11202/6th

From: London
To: Fresident of the United States
No 261 February 8, 1543,

Former Naval Person to President personal und-

1 propose to give the House of Commons some account of our
joint effeirs on Thursday 1lth at noon BST.

I heve received from Generel Alexender a message seying that
the directive 1 gave him on August 18th has been fully accomplished,
as the enemy have been driven out of Epypt, Cyrenaica and Tripolitania,.
(see my immedimtely following telegram) Moreover the advance forces
of the Desert Army are slready advancing into Tunisia, This therefore
is the moment when the Eighth Army should come under the command of
Ganeral Eisenhower. 1 propose to announce this, as it should certainly
come from this nnd.(:i therefore propose to you that Alexanders esnd
Tedders appointments should be released to synchronise with my states=
ment in Parlisment. If you agree, the best arrangements for synchronising
can be made between the press officers cunournaE;} I hope however that

no advance information sbout the Eighth Army will get out before I

tell Parliasment.
REGRADID 77 ASETTTED by British
Govt., ¢in.v beph. tol., 3-80-78
« H. Farks Date e
8 MAY 51972

ooy B afaﬁ‘...‘u,(\.‘fmé ’
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From: London Page 2,
Tos President of the United States
No 261 February £, 1943,

I have just returned from Alpiers where 1 had very satisflactory
talks with Eisenhower, Smith, Giraud, Murphy and others. I hope you
will aporove of the smended drafts of the dooument conferring a
certein ndditional status and power upon Giraud, I had not seen it
beforehand althought mv neme wns mentioned, Murphy and Macl{iillan
arrived at a complete agreement which Girsud very readily accepted.

I have been travelling almost continuously since I saw you last
and will send you & further report in s few days. 1 am sending you &
separate mesasage about your proposed smendments to my telepram to Joe.
At first sight they seem to be admirable. Ewery pood wish to you,

Harry and all friends.

FRIME

REGRATED 1§ secTETEn by British
Govi.. 4-20-78

By R. H. Furks Late M.fl.'f pron
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

8 February 19.413.

FEMORPANDUM FOR
ADMTRAL LEAHY:

Attached are two despetches from the
Prime Minister to the President, one of which
(#261) +111 require & reply. We have communi-
cated these despatches to the President and he,
through General Watson, #ave us instructions to
request you to vprepare saild reply.

Since time 1s a Tactor in this
reply, the President added that vou were to
use your good discretion in decidinz whether
or not it was necessary to get the President's

aoproval of your proposed reply before sending
it.

Should you desire to submit vour
provegsed draft to the President for approval,
the Map Room would be glad to transmit 1t to
Hyde Park in & secure cryptogravhic system.

Very respectfully, {

WO ozt

We Co MOTT
Lt. Comdr., U.S.H.R.

2 Inels.

skt At DECLASCIFIDD
L} £ w .

,’ n'mtj' Archivi-% el tho U.B.
!’ l- d. Stowury Late Hﬂ? 5 19?2
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2LCR COWD
filed 11222/8th 1150Z/8th

From: London
To: Fresident of the United States

Ho 262 February 8, 1543,

Prime Minister to President personal &mﬂ‘{signﬂd PRILE].

My immediately preceding telegram,.

Following is exchange of messages referred to. Begins. Prime
Minister to General Alexander, Commander in Chief in the Middle East.

Your prime and main duty will be to take or destroy at the
earliest opportunity the German-Italian Army commanded by TField
Marshal Rommel, together with all its supplies and establishments in
Erypt and Libya.

You will discharge or cause to be discharged such cther duties as
pertain to your command without prejudice to the task described in
parapraph one, which must be considered paramount in His Majestys
interests. Ends General Alexander to Prime Hinister,

Sir, the orders you gave me on August 15th 1942 have Leen [ul-
filled., His Ma jestys enemies together with their impedimenta have besn
completely eliminated from Egypt, Cyrenaica, Libya and Tripolitania,

I now await yvour further instructions.

PRIME

REGRATED 10T ASSITTED Eritish
Gove., Btnta " T |_?d

; Lapt, 1el,, J3-28-72
By R. ii. Parks t

OMAY 51972

y e L, Dndy | e
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filed 10/0262% re=d 10/0640
md : i

From: London
To: The Preseident of the United States

¥o. 268, February l0th, 1943

Personal and —

I send you the messare 1 have sent to Joe as amended in
accordance with vour wishes. "Prime Minister Churchill to
Prenier Stalin most secret and personal. Your message of 20
Jamuary. I have now consulted the President and the matter
ling been referred to the Staffs on both sides of the ocean,

1 ax authorized to reply for us both ns follows: (A) there are
a quarter of a nillion Germans and Italians in Eastern Tunisia,
Wie hope to destroy or expel these during April, if not earlier.
(B} when this is accomplished, we intend in July, or earlier if
possible, to selze Sicily with the object of clearing the Med-
iterranesan, promoting an Italian collapse with the consequent
effect on Greece and Jugoslavia, snd wearing down the German
Air Force: <this is to be closely followed by an operation in
the eastern Mediterranean, probably apgainst the Dodecansse,

(C) This operation will involve all the shipping and landing
craft we can get together in the’Mediterranean and all the
troops we can have trained in assault landing in time, and will
be of the order of 3 or 400,000 men. Ve shell press any advan-
tage to the utmost once ports of entry ond landing bases have
been established, (D) We are also pushing preparations to the
limit of our resources for a cross channel operation in August,
in which both British and "Inited States units would participate.
Here apuin, shipping end assault landing craft will be limiting
foctors., If the operation is delayed hy weather or other reasons,
it will be prepared with stronger forces for Soptember. The
timing of this attack must of course be dependent upon the con-
dition of German defensive possibilitics mscross the chenneliat
that time. (E) Both the operations will be supported by very
larpe United Stateas and British Air Torces, and that across the
channel Ly the whole Metropolitan Air Force of Gremt Britain.
Together these operations strain to the very utrost the shipping
rescurces of Grent Britain and the United States. (F) The Pres-
ident mnd I have enjoined upon our Oombined Chiefs of Staff the
need for the utmost speoed and for reinforcing the attacks to
the extreme limit that is humanly end physiecally possible,"

I sond you also a telepram I have had fron hin about Turkey,

REGRATZT U1 AGSIFTY:

by Briti
B ¥ 8h

% Z '&n' W By R. H. Parks 1 R

;ﬂtﬂ HﬂT " iy

0657



Page 2

From: London
Tos The Preasident of the United Stutes

¥o. 263, Pebruary 10th, 1943

end the consequential message I have sent to Inonu efter a
long talk with Lalsky who urged it., Perhaps you can enphasize
it through your chammels. I hope we may be more successful
in making this marriage than the other. "Premier Stelin to
Premier Churchill personal and socrot.

I received your messapos concerning the Turkish question
on the 2nd and 2rd February. Wany thanks for information on
your talks vith the leading Turkish personslities in Adana,

In connection with your suggestion that the Turks would
reciprocate any friendly gesture from the Soviet Union I
would like to mention that we have already nade a number of
statements, the friendly character of which is well known
to the British Government, some montha before the Soviet Ger-
man war as well as after its beginning. However the Turks did
not react to our steps. Apparently they were afraid to incur
the wrath of the Germans. I am afraid that a similar reception
will be accorded to the gesture sugpestod by you.

The international position of Turkey remains very delicate.
On the one hand Turkey has the Treaty of Yeutrality and Friend-
ship with the USSR and the Treaty of Nutual Assistance ngainst
Aggression with Greet Britein,-on the other hand she has the
Treaty of Friendship with Germany signed I days before the
Germen attack apgainst the USSR. It is not clear to me how in
the present cirocumstances Turkey thinks to combine her obligations
vis-a-vis the USSR and Great Aritaln with her oblipgations vis-a-
vis Germany., BStill if Turkey wishes to make her relations with
the USSR more friendly end intimate let her =zay so. In this
case the Soviet Union would be willing to meet Turkey half way.

Of course 1 have no objuction apainst you making a statement
that T was kept informed on the Anglo-Turkish meeting although
I cannot say that the information wae wvery full,

I wish the First and the Bighth Arnies as well as the Americen
troope in Vorth Africa every success in the coming offensive ond
a apeedy expolsion of the German-Italian forces from the African
soil.

Lot me thank you fer your friendly congratulntions on the

C658



1 -

Page &

From: London
To: The President of the United States

¥o. 263, February 10th, 15943

surrender of the Field Marshal Paulus and on the successful
annihilutinn of thd encircled enemy troops near Stalingrad."
"PFrime Minlster to Monsieur Sarajoglu lor President Inonu
personal and secret.

I told Premier Stalin about our talks, and have described

*to him the Tvrkish desire for closer understanding with the
Soviet Union.

In reply Fremier Stalin has recalled & number of state-
ments of a friendly character towards Turkey which have been
made by the Soviet Government in recent years. None the less
Yonsieur Stalin tells me that if it is the wish of Turkey to

«nake her relations with the USSR more friendly and intimate,
then the Soviet Govermment is willing to meet the Turkish
Goverrment half way and would welcome any sugrestions that the

Turkish Government could make to improve relations between the
2 countries.

In these conditions it seems to me of first importance
that you should carefully consider the neture of the arrange-
ments which would best contribute to the prowth of confidence
between Turkey and the Soviet Union. If you feel able %o
formulate these I‘foel sure that Premier Stalin would be
ready to give them close and sympathetic examination. You will
know that my good offices are always available to promote the

successful outcome of any negotiations between our Turkish and
Soviet Allies.

I feel most strongly that this ia a very fine opportunity.
I cannct conceal my desire for o warm renewal of {riendship be=
tweon Russia end Turkey similar to that achieved by Mustapha
fenal, Thue Turkey while increasing her own defences would
stand between two victorlious friends. In all this I am thinking
not only of the war, but of the post war period. Tell me if
there is anything I can do."

Your number 2567. I will act in the way you wish but I can-
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From: London
Tos The President of the United States

No. 263, February 10th, 1543

not guarantee that tliere will be no criticism. I heve re=
ceived tho attached note from Brendun Bracken who is in close
touch with the British and Americmn Press here.

"I anm heving quite & lot of trouble in persusdin- some of
the newspepers not to eriticize the American handling of the
Yerth African campaipn. If General Eisenhower's appointnment
&s Supreme Commander is stressed and General Alexanders and
alr Viee Marshal Tedders respective DMinctions are left vapuely
undefined, I think we nust expect n state of criticism from
the Dritish Press. In this respect I hove no doubt that the
prass would be reflecting the goneral feeling in the country
and there would be far too many people who would honestly feel

" that Pritish Commanders and Troops hed been unfairly ipmored for
the snke of some nove in international solitics,

The British CUovernment is wocustomed to criticism and is
not likely to be unduly ruffléd. .But the Americans will very
much resent the almost inevitally resulting eriticism of
General Eisevhower's appoiniment or any comparison between his
militery qualificutions and those possessed by Gonsral Alex-
ender. I think it is important therefore that the sublie
cehould be told that General Eisenhower is Generalissimo , that
Alexander is commanding the forcos of the United liations
fighting in Tunis, thet Tedder ls commanding the Air Foroes."
I shall utter the most solemn wurning epainst controversy in
these natters and every effort will be mede by Sracken behind
the scenes., Please do the like on your side to help your
feithful purtner. The Russian successes seem to ne ta bLe
opening altopether a new situntlon. WMy heerty conpratulations
on Quadalcanal.

o Sig

CE
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FOR THE PRESS DSEDIATE RELEASE FEBRUARY 11, 1943
v, Cobl
The President received the .grnm Frima

Minister Churehill early today:

L

under imsrican Command. The boundery betwean our respertiva spharaes,
have ggreed, shall he the existins frontier hatween Tripolftanie and

At T heve sald, Irench Ferth Yest Afriea 4s a "nited Stetea operstion

e

mwnisia, Nrivine formard on its gquest, which ¢ "ommel, the DNesert Army
ig now erossine that frontier. T+ wil® naturally come under the ordars
of faneral Tisenhower as it passes into the Americen sohere.[|”? rerard

“enarel "isanhower as one of the finest men T have ever met and have
preat confidence in him. At Ceseblancn the arrancment was made that

“aneral Alaxandear skeuld “eceme Teputy Cosmrander in-rhief under General

f4génhower, not only over the Timisian ares hut cddceieiey, Tor all
prrposas over the whole fisld, when this transfer of the Tesert irmy
took mlace. Air Chiaf “ershell Teadder “ecomes Afr Com-ender in Fhiefl

**sditerrarean, and responsible to Beneral ¥!senhowsr for all elr opera-

£ione in his thantre et the seme time, A1) alr forces throwrhout the
whole of the "iddla Tast will elso be under ris ron*rﬂ].[ﬁfﬁis is an
absolute necessity as our air forces from Iybia, fyrenaies and Srypt,
and also ovr powarful air forras onaratins from “‘elta, ere netunlly
attackine the seme tercets, Yoth hy fi~hter and hy bombar aireralt,
45t ms the Pritish and "'nitad States Alr Tornes pre now workine from
Mynisie and flesria. "ho tetter than tha experienced and trusted Alr
rhiaf “arshal Tadder Por whom Teneral Tisenhower so Tervidly asked?
t:’*?pre sust e one eontrol over all thiz, and that control must he ax-
ercisad by one man vnder the supreme commander., Alr "ies “arshal
roninsham, vnder his, oreviously workine w'th the ®irhth Lray, and
whose zervicec heve “son ad-irsble, will concontrete air operations
tn swpport of the First and © ehth Pritist Armies and othar troops on
the Turisian front. Admiral of the Fleet Sir Andrew Cunnincha=, at
the same time, who alreaty commands all "ritish and Americen “aval
Farces in this theatrs, will lsne*hen his comrand to the sast so as
to effectively comprise all the allied operations inside the Vediters-
ranean.[*Tn the 'aditerransan the preasnt comnander in chief will be-
rome com-ander in ehiaf in the Tavant, Aenline alse with the Tad San

and all apnroaches from that avarter, his headguarters baine in Frypt.
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t:bibr ma to announce exactly whers the line is Arawn is unnecessary,
howavar the entire arranrement is very precise., Toenearal %ir Yanrvy
"aitland Tilson, now comrandin~ in Persis and Trag where the Tanth
Armv is statiored will £41]1 tha wacancy in the ecommand of the Yidilas
Fest craated hy Tenaral Alararder's apnointment as Aspnty commander
in chiaf to Ganeral Ejsenhower. Tor the presant times it is oreposed
to eep Parsis and Ireg as & separats comvand, & new commander to
he appointed soon.

L* In the meantime, the consent of feneral Firavd, who commends the
Freneh Arcy now being relsed by Americen materiel to a powerful force
which will plav its ovart later on in free'nr the Franch Motherland,
kez hean elready ohtained by Teneral T°se~howar *o this army beines
placed under the comrand of %eneral inderson, along with the strong
mited States froées already moved forward inkto ™wmnisia. In this we
have & series, or hisrarcry, =stablished hy international arransemant
totally in secord with the modern ideas, betwasn veriovs mllies, of
wnity of command, and mlso heatween the three services; namely, General
¥isganhower with Genaral Alexander as his deputy and diresctly under
them, the commanders in chief mentioned. YT trust the Wouse, the press,
and the country, will be extremely cavtioue not to criticise this
arranrament or %o run one fGeneral arainst ancther to the injury of the
gnmooth and harmonious relatiorns now prevalline- amonc this sroup of
brothers whose teath are in tha joh. Yov havae two men, remarkable
for aelflessness of character and disdain of ell personal advancement,
in Teneral Fisanhower and Taneral Alexander. 7t is guite possibla
trat one of thess fine daysz the bells will rawve to be rune arain, if
they are let alone and siven a chance, 7F not, in sl) lovalty and
comradashio in the lisht of circumatances we will addrese ourselves

to the problem.

tr‘"voryfh!nr that T am svre the enemy knows and nothine that he
dAoces not know, 1 have sinreraly triad to tell the ¥nuae. T anneal,
on hoth sidas of the Atlanties Ccean, to all patriotic men; leat the
eroat nachines roll into battle vrdar the hest possihle conditiors
for our svoceas: stomn vour feat on sowers of taras ant mischiaf
mal-ara, wheraver they may be found, 4t tha oresent time that is

all 7 have to sav.

g
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

11 Februvary 1843

TENTDANTYIN

The followinre i & paraphraze of messars Yo, 284 (Prima
“inigter to +he President of the "nited States),

To President, nersonal and _. from Former ¥evel Person.

Refereance wour mmhar 252, The followine is my advances taxt
with refarence to changes in command and may he siven ovt at apnroxi-
mataly tha time 7 ghall he speaVine in the "ouse of Mommons, 1.9.
1315 hovrs 5™, Tebh llth, "nor wverhal amendments may ke made by
ma later.

The text of statemeant starts:

4s 1 hove sald, Freneh North %eet Africa is a "nited Ttates
operation under lmericen Command, The boundary hetween our respec=
tive sphares, wo have asreed, shall ha tha ex'sting frontier ba-
tween Tripolitania and Tunisia. Drivine forward on its guest,
which 18 Fommel, the Desert Army is now crossing that frontier.
Tt will naturelly come under the orders of Gansral “isenhower as
it passes into the imerican sphera, 7T rerard “eneral ¥isenhowsr
ags ona of the finest =en 7 have a-ar net and have rreat confidence
in him. 5t Casablanca the arrancement was made *hat Teaneral Alar-
andsr should bacome Danvty Commandar 4in Chiaf under Tanersl
ﬂ:uanhnmr,ﬁat only over the Tonisisn arsa but, like him, for
M,_,{; \lll purposes over tha whola f‘!alawhm this transfer of the Tasert
Armv took plece, Alr rhiaf "arshall Tedder becones Afr Tommander
in rhiaf, Maditorransan, and responsible to “eneral =isenhawar
for all air operations in hin thestrae st the rame time. A1l mir
forras throvehout the whoele of the YidAla Tast will alse be under
his cortrol. T is i= en atsolvta receassity az our air forena Trom
fvbia, fyrersicn and Seypt, and also ovr powerful alr forces opere-
tine f'rom Yalta, are artvally sttackin~ the same tar=ets, both by
firhter and by homhar aireraft, Avst as the Pritish and "nited
2tates Air Toroce mre now wortine from Tun'sie and Alearin. Yho
hatter than the axperiencsd and *rnstad pir rhiasf “Yarshal Tedder for

REGRADED V" LASSIFTED by Britieh
Govt., Su Prpt. tel., 3-20-78
-1-  ByR H rarks  Date MAY 51972
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whom Teneral Eisenhower so fervidly asked? Thare must be one sontrol
over all this, and tha* contro! mist be axercised hv ona man nndar
tha srprens commander. Afr Wiee Yarshal "onincham, vndar hin,
preaviously workinr with the irhth Arnv, ant whose services hawe
haen adaivable, will conecentrate alr oparations in suonort of tha
Pirst ant Tiechth Tritich Armier and othar troops on the T™misian
front. Afmiral of the Fleest 7ir Andrew Cunninrhem, at the same
time, who already commands all Pritish end American “aval Forces

in t+is theatre, will lencthen his command to the sast so as to
effectively romprise nll the allied operaticns inside the “edi=
tarranner, In the *editarrarnsen the present commander in chiaf
will bacome commanter in chief in the Ievent, dealin-~ also with

tha Ppd Sea and all approechas from that nuarter, his headnuarters
bainrs in Yrypt. For me to ennovnce nxectly where the 1ine is Arawn
is vimecesearv, however the entire lr%ﬂ!nt iz verv praciase,
General Sir Yenry Yaitland “ilson, now fommandine in Persia and Traq
where the Tenth Army is stationed will 411 the wvacenecy in the com=
mand of tha Yiddle Tast created by Yeneral Alexandar's aopointment
as “depvty commander in chief to "eneral ®isenhower. Tor the present
time it is propossd to keep Persim end Irag as a separate command,

a new comrander to be appointed scon.

In the meantime the consent of feneral firaud, who commands
the I'rench Arsy now beinz raised by Americen materiel to a power-
fv1 foree which will pley its part later on in fresin- the French
motherland, has he-n already obtained by Jeneral Siassnhower to
this armyr bheing placed unter the command of “Jensral Arderson,
alors with tha strones ™nited States forces already moved forwar-
into Tvrieia. In this we have a series, or hisrarchy, established
by internati ral erranrement totally in mecord with tha modern
idnae, betwaen wariows ellies, of wnity of rommand, and also he=-
twesn the thrae servicesiinamely, Tereral ®isenhowar with Teneral
Alexander as his daputy and dirsetly under them, the commandars
in chief *nntioneﬁz] Y trust the Yanza, tha oress, an! the ecoun®ry,
will he extremely cevtions not to eriticinse this arrancemsnt or to
run one Taneral ecainst another to the infvry of the amooth and
Farmonf ous relations now pravailin~ smone this mrouwn of brothars
whose teetk are in the ‘oh. Yew have twe men, remarvable Tor self-
lageness of charactar and disdain of all personal advancermsnt, in
“aneral Tigenhower snd Yeneral Alexander, 7% iz guvite possiblae that
ona of tresa fine deva the hellr will have %o ba rune acein, if
they are lat alone and ~iven a chance. 7 not, in all lovelty and
romradaship in the 1isht of eircvmstances we will ad'resz ourselvas
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WASHINGTOMN

to the preblen.

Evarythine that T am surs the snamv knews and ncothine that he
does not know, T have sineerely tried to tell the Yovse. T apveal
ot both gides of the Atlanktie Crean, to all patriotis man; let the
ereat mpchines roll inte “attle vnder the best possible conditions
for our svecess; stemp vour feet on sowers of tares and misehiaf
makers, wheraver they may ha found, At the nrasent time that is
all 7 bave to sev.

¥

e
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AGaR 1 recld L1/0559%
filed 11/5LOAN

From: London ‘
Tos The President of the United States

No. 26l, February Jlth, 1943
Formar Naval Person to President personal n.nd“

Your no 259. Foliowing is the advance text of my reference
to changes in command which may be handed out at 1315 hours RST,
Feb 1lth i.e. at approximately the time that I shall be speaking
in the House of Commons. I may make minor verbal amendments
1ﬂm.

Text of statement vegins.

.French Horth dest Africa is, as I have sald, a United States
operation under American command. We have agreed that the bound-
dry setween our respective spheres shall be the existing frontier
between Tripolitania and Tynisia. Bubt the Desert lrmy is now
erdssing that fronbier and driving forward on its quest which is
flomel, As it passes into the American srnhere it will naturally
come under the orders of Cenersl Eisenhowsar. I have great con-
{idence in Genéral Eisenhower. I rerard him as one of the finest
men I have ever met. It was arranged at Caszblanca that when this
transfer of the Desert Army took place General Alexander should
become Deputy Commander in Chief under General EisenhowerJ not
only over the Tunisian Area but, iike him, for ail ; rooses over
the whole field.] At the same time Air Chief Marshal Tedder be—
comes Alr Commander in Chief, MNediterranean and responsible to
General Elsenhower for all air operations in his theatre. He will
control also all alr forces throughout the whole of the Middle
Tast. This is absclutely necessary because our air forces from
Eoypty Cyrenalca and Lyiia, and sise our powerful air forces
operating from Maita, are actvally attacliing the same tarpets, both
by bomber and by {ignter alreraft, as the United States and British
Air Forces now worlkdng from Algeria and Tunisia. You must have
one control over all this, and that control must be exercised
under the supreme commander by one man, who bebber than the trusted
and experienced Air Chief Larshal Tedder for whom CGeneral Bisen—
howsr so carmesily asked? Under him Alr Vice Marsha: Coningham,

REGRA {OTASSIFIED by Eritish
Govi. Dept. tel., 3-20-78
By R. H. Parks Date

+ -
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Page 2

From: Lordon

h

Tos The President of the United States
Yo. 264, Pebruary 1llth, 15943

hitherto working wi th the Eighth Army, whose services have been
much admired, will concert the air operations in support of the
First and Eipghth Britich Arnies and other troops on the Tunisian
battlefront. At the same time, Admiral of the Fleet Sir Andrew
Cumningham, who already cormands all the [ritish and American
Yaval Forces in this theatre, will extend his command eastwards
so as to comprise effectively all the cognate cperations inside
the Mediterranean und the present commander in chief in the
liediterranean, with his headquarters in Dgypt, will become
commander in chief in the Levaent, dealing also with the Red

See and all the approaches from that quarter. There is no need
for me to anneunce exactly where the line is drown, but every-
thing is arranged with precision. The vacancy in the command
of the Niddle Enst created by General Alexander's appointmont
as deputy commander in chief to Generul Eisenhower will be
filled by General Sir Henry Maitland Wilson, now commanding in
Persia and Iraq wherc the Tenth Army is stationed. It is
proposed to Keep Persia and Iraq as & separate comnand for

the present and a new cormander will shorily “e appointed,

oamwhile, General Eisenhower has already obtained the
consent of Gemeral Giraud, vho commands the French army now
being reised Yy American equipment to a very powerful florce,
siiich will play its part later on In lliberating the French
motherland, to this army being placed under the command of
Genersl Anderson, topether with the stronp United States forces
widich have been moved forward into Tunisia. Thus we have a
hicrarchy established hy international arranpement completely
in accord with the modern ideas of unity of command

|"'| . X o ;:itiﬂh
By H. H. pa bt 3-20-78
Date pay - 5 1977
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From: London
Tor The President of the United States

No. 26l, February 11, 19L3

tween various allies, and also between the three services:

wit: General Eisenhower with General Alexander am "is
deputy and under them the commanders in chief that I have men-
trimnd_-.J The House, the press and the country will, I trust,
be very careful not to criticise this arrangement or to run one
general against another %o the detriment of the smooth and
harmonious relations which now prevail among a band of brothers
whose teeth are in the Job. In General Eisenhower, as in
feneral Alexander, you have two men remarkable for selflessness
of character and disdain of all personal advancement.' .Let them
alone, and give them a chance, and it 1s quite possible that
one of these fine days the bells will have to be rung again., If
not, we will address ourselves to the problem in all loyalty
and comradeship in the light of circumstances.

I have really tried to tell the House everything that I am
sure the enemy knows and nothing that he does not kmove I appeal
to all patriotic men on both sides of the Atlantic Ocean to
stamp their feet on mischlef makers and sowers of tares, where—

ever they may be found, and let the great machines roll into
battle under the best pessible conditicns for our success. That
iz all I have to say at the present time.

Nosig

_ : apitiah
ne o, el., B-RO-14
- Date

By B H. Parks MAY 51972

0EE8



VA 86
filed 11/11352

From: London
To: The President of the

Mo 285. PFebruary 11, 1943,

Former Naval Person to
immediate. HReference my no

The followinp passages
I gent you, and I hope that
from any hand out:

CCD
11/12287

United States

President, personsl andEEP rost

have been deleted from the text which
you can ensure that they are deleted

(A) Passage beginning "Not only over the Tunisien area"
and ending "for =ll purposes over the whole field.®

(8) Passage beginning "To wit, General Elsenhower" and
ending "and under them the Commanders in Chief that I have mentioned”,

FRIME

R¥eRADEr
Bovt., - Ly Britigh

By 0. o e, ;“1-, 3-29-73

“ May 5197
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LCR 1 CCWD
filed 11/17152 17362

From: London
To: The President of the United States

Yo 266 Pebruary 11, 1943,

Former Naval Person to President perscnal and [N
(signed Hughes).

Apart from all the broad topics we have discussed together with
so much agreement, there is in my opinion a reel need for our foreipn .
office and your State Department to have m much more thorough and
detailed understanding of' each others viewpoints than now exists.
I should like to send Anthony Eden to you for this purpose. He would
also be able to tell you ebout thinge here, and you would certeinly
find him & most ugreeable compenion. Pray let me kmow how this
strikes you. He could start about the last week of this month.

PRIME
&
3 b v Bodtinh
REGH: -u BY oritlie
Gﬂ'uf‘li-” L R lup;-- "-ﬂll- 3—2‘9‘-75
By R. H. Parks Date May 5 1977
L
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AR DEPARTUENT CODE CENTER

Filed aibb 2
Date Fobruary TL

Froms LOYDOW

To: THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 3TATES

Numbers: 267, February 11, 1943

Former Naval Person to President personal a.nd‘
{signed Prime).

1. I entirely agree with what you propose to say sbout the
Bride and Bridegroom problem. Ve too did not like what De Gaulle sald
at his press conferences on the 9th February snd we gave the press here
guidance accordinpgly.

2. His statement about "elections" was a revival of the idea
of bringing together the Conseils Generaux with elscted representatives
of other bodies such as Chembers of Commerce, and thus forming a
gentral provisional authority. He was not thinking of parlismentary
slections.

. There was no secret session in the house, and I tried to put
the Bride in her plece by leaving her out. 1 am pressing very strongly
that there should te substituted for De Gaulle De Gaulle in council, that

is put him in commission.  This will take a week or so. I will let you

know how it goes on. REG
RADED UNp
Govt,, 5o, ASSIFIED by British

oL (55 0 () | By B. ii. 2. tel., 3-29-73
——— ate’ MAY 5 1972
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From: London Pare 2.
To 1 The President of the United States
¥umber; 267, February 11, 1943

4. I have committed the unspeaksble cruelty of refusing to
pay any more Enplish money to Godefroy to enable said Godefroy to leoll about
Alexandria in comfort. I intend to push this to the hard extreme and if
he scuttles his ships in a final blaclmailing attempt, he and his accom-

plices will be brought before an Epyptian Court.

=

6. I do beg you to put the screw on Robert who has just refused
to receive Girauds Emissary, 1 hops we might clean them both up about
the came time.

No 8ig

REGRADED UNCLABRIFIED hy

Bri
Govt., Stute Dapt., e

tel., 3-20-73
By R. H. Parks  Date jjiY 5 1972
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LCR 1

filed 17/12102

5t
- -

cowD
17/12362

From: London
To: President of the United States
No 268, February 17, 1943.
:Former naval person to President personal and_
The-Britisn Chiefs of Staff and Mountbatten have now gone
into the wnole question of the date for Husky in most careful
detail, and wish to make it perfectly clear that we shall be
ready by the June Moon. I nope you will see their telegram to
the Combined Chiefs of Staff, £.0.5. (W) L73. It would be a

great pity to lose a month if it could possibly be saved.

PRIE

REGRADEY 1% *tag . oy British

Govt, 81 g Dun ted
r e sk bl 3—29-?.
By R. H. Purka Data

MAY © 1972
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LCR 3 COWD
filed 15652/27 February 27, 1943
FB

1607 Z

From: London

Tos THE FPHESIDENT OF THE UNITED GSTATES

No. 215

Former Naval persomn to President persomal most immediate

no. 2689,

I do hope you are all right and that the fever will soom
go. I have got rid of mine, which was heavy and long, I hope

for good. BEvery good wish.

Prime
REI LR .
e : |7 Erition
Wi LB _Yepi. tel., B_gg.
3y R. B. Parka Date .ﬂ? ?; 972
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AXVIAR S CGWD
filed 1350Z/2 1405
ot
by
W
o~
From: London

To: President of the United States
umber 270 March 2, 1943.

Former Naval Person to President personal and-
Thank you for your telegram no 261 about the 3rd Soviet
Protocol. I agree and designate Colonel Llewellin as re-

presentative of His Majestys Covermment.

FRINE
g
REGRADED I"™'"' #22TFTED by British
Govt.. & Ft. tel., 3-£0-T78
B"R. H. Fuirks Date
MAY 51972
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TIAR DEPARTIENT CODE CENTER

Filed _ 2200 Z
Date ~ March 4, 1048

FROM LQFdon

TO: The President of +the United States

NUMRERs 271, March 4, 1043

Forner Newal Person to President personal and _

So far we have sent no answer to Stalins telegram of Feb, 16th
which was addressed to both of us. We think it important here that we
should keep together. I have therefore drafted the following., Perhaps
you will let me know what you and your advisers think about it. Draft
telagram bogine:

"yost secret. Jointly from President Roosevelt and Frime
uinistor Churchill to Premier Stalin. Persocnal and most secret.

1. We thank you for your full statement of the 16th Feb.

2., In spite of the delay in clearing the Axis out of North
Afriem, plans and prupafntiunn are being pressed forward to carry out
operation "Husky" (which is the new code word, see our immediately
following telegram) in June.

%, Te are also preparing plans for operations in the Bastern
Mediterranean, such as (a) the capture of Crete and/or the Dodecanese, and
(b) & landings in Greece. The time of these operations is largely
governed by the result of "Husky" and the avallability of the necessaxy.

q *EGRADED UNCLABSIFIED by Briti
: “h i Britis
= L Govt., St 4 igh

ate Dept. tel., 3-23-
By R. H. Parks Date =

~ Mok Koprn 0% s
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From; London Paga 2.
To ; The President of the United States
Number: 271, March 4, 1943
assault shipping end landing oraft. The assistance of Turkey would of
course be of immense walue.

4. The Angle American attempt to get Tunis and DRizerta at
a run was abandoned in December because of the strength of the enemy, the
impending rainy season, the already scdden character of the ground
and the fact that the commmieations stretched 500 miles from Algiers and
160 miles f{rom Bone through bad roads and a week of travelling over single
track French rajilways. It was only possible to pet suppliea up to the
Army by sea on a small scale owing to the strength of enemy air and
submarine attack. Thus it was not possible to acoumulate the petrol or
other supplies in the forward areas. Indeed, it was only just possible
to nourish the troops already there. The same was true of the alr, and
improvised airfields became . quagmires. Then we stopped attacking there
were about 40,000 Cermane in Tunisia apart from Italiens and from Sommel
who was still in Tripeli. The German force in Nerth ‘unisia is now more
than double that figure, and they are rushing over every man they cen in
transport aircraft and destroyers. We suffered some sharp local reverses
towards the end of last month but the position has now been restored. We
hope that the delays caused by this setback will be repaired by the earlier
advance of Montgomery's army which should have 6 divisions (say 200,000
men) operating from Tripoli with sufficient supplies apainst the Mareth
position by March 19th or perhaps a little earlier., In the northern

sector of Tunisia, howeve, the pround is still too wet for major operations.

RADED UNCLASSIFIED by British

_ Govt., State Dept. tol., 3=20=T
L R, H, Farks Date R
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Fromy London
To 3 The President of the United States
Yumber: 271, March 4, 1943

Page 3.

5. We thouzht that you would like to know these detalls of
the story although it is on a small scale compared with the tremendous
operations over which you are presiding.

6. Cur staffs estimate that about half the number of divisions
whigh were sent <to the Soviet-German front from France and low countries
since last November have already been replaced mainly by divisions from
Russin and Germany, and partly by new divisions formed in France. They
egtimate that at the present time there are 30 German Divisions in France
and the low countries.

.?‘ The bomber offensive from the United EKingdom has been
golnp steadily forward. During February over 10,000 tons of bombs
wore dropped on Germany and on German ocoupied territory. Our staffs
estimate that out of a German [irst-line strength of 4600 aireraft,

1850 are now on the Russian front, the remainder belng held opposite us on
the Testern and Hediterranean fronta.

8. With regard to an attack across the channel, it ls our
earnest wish that our troops should be in the gensral battle in Europe which
you are fighting with such astounding prowess. But you should know that
our shipping situation is very serious at the moment, In order to
sustain the operations in North Africa, the Pacific und India, and %o
carry supplies to Russia, the import programme into the United Kingdom

has been cut to the bone, and we have eaten, and are eating, deeply inte

reserves, It would be impossible to provide the shipping to  bring back

HEGRADED UNCLASSIFYED by
Gyt 44 "

By R. 4. Farka Dato MAY 5 1972
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From: London Pago 4.
Tot The President of the United “tates
Yumbsr; 271, Yarch 4, 1943

any of the forces now in MNorth Afrieca in time for operations mcross the
channel this year. However we are doing all that we can to concentrate
a strong American land end air force in the United Kingdom. In here again
we are crippled for lack of shipping. In case the enery should weaken
sufficiently we are preparing to strike earlier than August, and plans
are kept alive from week to week. If he does not weaken, a premature
attack with insufficient forces would merely lead to a bloody ropulse

and a great triusph for the enemy.

Ko Sig

MAY a i972
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From; AmEmbassy London
To: The President of the United States

No. 272, March 5, 1943
Former Naval Person to President perscmal.
Accept my warmest congratulations on your brilliamt

victory in the Pacific, which fitly salutes the end of
your first ten years.

PRIME

SRADED UVCLASSIFIED by British
vt., Suzie Dept. tel., 8-28=-72
By R. H. Farks Late . :
MAY 5 1972
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: Text of a message for the Fresident from the

Formal Keval Person, dated Larch 18th.

Germen navel concentretion et Narvik now
comprisea "Mrpitz", "Jcnarnhorst", "Lutzow", one 6-inch
cruiser and eight destroyers with 15 U-boats and eir
forcee aleo available. Adniral Doenitz has teken command.
The move of "Tirpitz" and "Scharphorst" to north became

epparent on Sunday lest.

2. It is in the opinlon of Defence Committee
imposeible to run the arch convoy (J.W. 54), due to sail
27th, while this concentration is maintained. 4 German
move through leeds to Alten Flord under cloee alr cover
cannot be prevented. The convoy and its escort would have
to go south of Bear Islend under alr end U=boat attack. The
principal units of the Home Battle Fleet would have to be
sent into the Barents Sea as escort, remaining five or six
days exposed to U-boat and alr attacke. This move would of
courae open the Atlentic and ensole Germena to pass faat
heavy shipas or, if they chose, to come with their whole fleet

on to our mein lines of communications with disastrous
coneeguences to our convoys. We cannot therefore aend

Battle Fleest into Barents S8ea ond without it the mnwy
could eaaily be destroyed by German surfece ships. I send
you in my immediately following the minutes of the Pirst Sea

Lord on which ths Dafence Committee reached ite concluslon.

X However as the German concentration ot Farvik may

disperse, it is not proposed to unload convoy J.W. 5k. 1t
may therefore start umier the protection of the Home Fleet

B8 8 blind, being turned back to Ioeland, il the eremy keaps

REIRADED UNCLASSTFIED by British by 06
Eovt 1 spt. tel,, 3-E9-73
By R. H. Farks Date MAY 5 1972
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his station. 8hould en opportunity ocecur in April or
ey, & renewed attempt to pess this convoy through will
be made. leanwhile two ships, which have already
started to load in the United States for May convoy
(J.%. 55) might continue to load in order to avold a

premature disclosure to Russiens at your ports that this

convoy will probably not sail.

L. Thi=z news will be & heavy blow to 3Stalin and

his Government. Coming upon them as it does in the mood
revealed in peregraph 1 of hils telegram to me, which I

have repeated to you in my telegram to Mr. Eden, it will
certainly excite their grievous resentment. I propose
therefore to sllow operatlon PUGILIST to develop before
informing 3telin. This will elso give time for me to
receive your wviews and advice. We have not yet broken

it to him that convoys will have to be suspended altogether
during the operation HUSKY. I feel it will be right and
wise to place the pilcture before him ss a whole, dark

though 1t be. What do you BaYY

5. Sinkings in the Forth Atlantic of 17 ships in
two days in convoys H.X. 229 and 3.C. 122 are a final
proof that our escorts are evidently too thin. The strain
upon British levy is becoming intolerable. If instead of
earrying out blind proposed in pesragraph 3 above 1t were
definitely decided now not to run any more convoys to
Russim until after HUSKY, viz. August or September, that
would release one escort earrier, severasl ocean-going
escort vessels, and six other escort vessels for immediate
service and enavle us to form support groups in Atlantie,
which are vitel, and to bridge April and May gap before our
reinforcements, particularly of alr power, come into pley.

My/ e |
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iy mind is therefore turning to & blunt and complete
cessation till after HUSKY. Here msgein I should be most

grateful for your advice.

; Al A
Yirer By Oy Patarnne Lo DA G5 7

ot 1800 o Porett 37 e

0683



27d =4

Following is Admiralty minute referred to at the
end of paragraph 2 of Prime Minister's messaue.

The liaval 3taff huve always teaken the view that
if the Germans concentrated a sufficient force in the far

north and were prepared to use it properly 1t would be
imposaible to run & North Russian convoy.

2o Bituation ebout the running of J.W. 54 is a8
follows:

(a) Channel south of Bear Island is only 200 miles
wide which means that convoy will have to pass not more
then 200 miles from Germen serodromes.

{b) At time convoy passes Bear Island there will be
no darkness though there will be about nine hours of
twilight in which vieibility is from five to seven miles.

{e) "Pirpitz", "Scharnhorat", "Lutzow", one 6-inch
cruiser and 8 destroyers are concentrated at Narvik.

(d) There are 15 U-boats in North lorway.

(e) Air forces in Forth liorway though not ss atrong
a8 they have been are very conslderable and as followa:
dive bombera 39, long range bombera 30.

Aa far ps is known there areée no torpedo bombera
but there are 18 torpedo float planes.

It is eatimsated that North llorway could be rein-

forced by 60 long renge bombers in 3 days.
(f) We must sssume that Adnirel Doenitz and Crulser
Admiral who is in commend of the concentration at Narvik

will be ready to pley a game in which the cerds are in
their handa.

3. Against this force the covering forces which we

have relied on, e.g. & covering force of cruisers and a

DECLASSIFIED triki
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etriking force of destroyers would be quite inadequate to

deesl with the German forces.

L. Hence to rum J.W. 54 it would be neceasary to send
battle fleet ard a carriep into the Barents S8es. I do not
consider that we are any more Justified in doing this now than

in the past.

Sa I am definitely of the opinion therefore that aa
long as this German concentration as given in paragreph 2(c)
ebove continues we should not be Justified in running J.%. 5 e
The Commender-in-Chief yuite 1pdependent1y haes expressed the

Game opinion.

6. In June 1942 we attempted to run convoy P.4L. 17 when
it was known that the "Pirpitz”, "Scheer" ang "Hipper" were
concen trated in North Norway,

At this time ice limit was well to the northward and
there was plenty of room for s wide dispersion if this were
ordered.

As 1s known, in belief that attack on convoy by German
surface forces was imminent the only alternative of dlnpeiaian
Wwas ordered, but even this led to disastrous results to the
convoy from U-boat and slr attack,

At present time there is no room for dispersion.

Ta If the majority of the Home Fleet are in the f'ar north
covering a Russian convoy we shall have inadequate forces to
prevent a break-out of German surface forces into the Atlantio.
We have had clear indications that the Germans have been
collecting dats regarding our patrols in Denmark Strait and in

Iceland-Farces Channel. The natural inference is that they are

considering & bresk-out of seme surface forces into the Atlantie.
—
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8. It is alweys possible, though I do not think
likely, that the concentrations at liarvik are due to the
new Admiral wishing to meet all his ships. It must be
realized that the concentration can only be considered to

have been reduced when one of the aanips forming it is known

to have returned to the Baltic.

9. If the "Tirpitz" were to return to the Baltic we
are s8till faced with a much stronger concentration than we
have had to face up to date as "Scharnhorst” and "Lutzow"

are considerably stronger than "Lutzow" and "Hipper".

10. To run J«.W. 54 in face of the present concentration
less the "Tirpitz® it would be necessary to send & battleship
right through to Murmensk with the convoy. This battleship
would not have any fighter protection end after a certain
period would not have a destroyer escort as the latter would

have run out of fuel.

1l. I am of the opinion therefore that even if the
"Pippitz® returns to the Baltic we should only be justified
in sttemptins to run J.W. 54 if politicel reasons for doing
Bo are so great that it is Jjustifiable to accept the possi-
bility of losing a battleship of the K.G. 5 class when the
latter was being used in an unsound manner, e.g. in range of
shore-based air attack and in face of a U-boat concentration
without fighter protection and after a time without A/S

escort.

12. Apert from the possible loss of a battleship and
the majority of the ships of the convoy, the loses of an
appreciable number of destroyers and escort craft would mean

that escorts for HUSLY would be so weak that success of the

—— -
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The present situstion os regards escorts for
HUSKY is that allowing for all escorte now employed on
the YNorth Russian convoys beingz available we are still
10 short and at the moment the only source from which they
can pe obtained is escorts of lorth Atlantic conwvoys which

are slready dangerously weak.

13, kuestion of Heampdens does not affect the next
convoy (J.W. 54) because they cannot get there in time.
Although we would like these /B squedrons in the North as
8oon as practicable and particularly for J.W. 55 they do pot
add materislly to the security of our covering force which
is my main cause for concern. They do however increase our
chances of damaging the enemy and if battleship were demaged
by torpedo might deter the enemy surface forces from inter~-
fering. It is also possible that presence of Hampden

Bquadrons might deter the enemy from putting to sea.

iy. On baeis of J.W. 54 not being sailed it is proposed:

(a) that 38 shipe already losded for J.W. 54 be kept
loaded on the possibility that the German concentration in
North Forway will be dispersed.

(b) that the ships wiich were to form J.i. 55 should
not be loeded but be held until further orders.

(e) that sailing of J.W. 54 be at 7 days' motice in
order that as meny of the destroyers end escorts earmarked
for J.%. 54 are employed in the attle of the Atlentic.

15. If 1t is not possible to run J.¥W. 54 it will not be
possible to bring out as a convoy the 2l ships now in lorth

Rwesia. Thé possibility of seiliny them singly in foggy
weathe r would be kept in mind. -
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16. To run a North Russian convey during a June
HUSKY it would be necessary to ask the Americans to provide
up to 12 fleet deatroyers and 12 othep escorts., As the
Americans do not possess any suiteble escorts other than
deatroyers it would be necessary for them to provide up to
24 destroyers,

" fy Even 1f HUSKY is postponed until July it would not
be poesible to mun a July J.i7. convoy as the interval between
& June erd July HUSKY is only 30 days, whereas the interval

between successive lorth Zussien onvoys muat be 42 days.

18, If it were decided that the chance of the German
concentration breaking up was so remote ss not to Justify
keepinz merchant vessels loaded 1t would be poseible to
provide several support groups working from the United Kinugdom
or Icelend which should meke a great daifference in the Battle
of the Atlentie,
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MEMORANDUM FOR MISS GRACE TULLY @

SUBJLECT: Messages from Stelin to BN,
Mor, 18; Messzge from PM
to Stalin, Mar. 13

The President and Admirel Leahy huve

seen these and they can now be filed,
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Following is text of messege from Prime Minister
to Stalin of March 1llth.

personal and [N

Roosevelt has pent me a copy of his reply to your
full message of February 16th. I am well enough to reply
myaalf.

Cur firat task is to clear the Axls out of North
Africa by an operation the code-name of which is in my
immediately following telegram. We hope that this wlll be
accompllished towards the end of April, by which time about a
quarter of a million Axie troops will be engaged by us.

Meanwhile gsll preparations are being pressed
forward to carry out cperation HUSKY (which i1s the new code-
word, see my immediately following telegram) in June, & month
earlier then we had planned at Cassblanca.

Plens are alsc belng investigated for operaticns
in Esstern Mediterranean such as:

(a) capture of Crete and/or Dodecanese, and
(b) a landing in Greece.

The timing of these operations is largely governed
by the result of HUSEY and aveilsbility of necessary assault
shipping end landing craft. The asslstance of Turkey and the
use of Turkish air fields would of course be of immense value.
Presently at the right time I shall make a request to them.

The Anglo-American attempt to get Tunis and Bizerte
at a run was abandoned in December because of the strength of
the enemy, the impending rainy aesson, the already socdden
character of the ground and the fact that commmications
stretohed 500 miles from Alglers and 160 milss from Bone
through bad roads and a week of travelling over single-track

French railyays. It was only poseible to get supplies up to

Govt., Giaiw DEDE. Thl. #.n: l- i e
By R. H. Parke  Dagg’ 002 /the | 0630
WAY 5 1972
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the jrmy by sea on a small scale owing to the strength of
anemy air and submarine attack. Thus it wasa not possibls

to accumilate petrol or other supplies in conguered areas.
Indeed it was only Just possible to nourish troops already
there. The same was true of eir, snd improvised air fields
became quagmires. When we astopped attacking there were
about 40,000 Germans in Tunisia epart from Itelians and from
Rommel who was gtill in Tripoli. The Garman farce in North
Tunieia is now more than double that figure, and they are
rushing over every man they can in transpart eireraft and
deatroyers. Bome sharp local reverses were suffered towards
the end of last month but the position has now been restored.
We hope delays caused by this set-back will be repaired by
the earlier advance of Montgomery's army, which should have
8ix divisions (eay 200,000 men) operatingfrom Tripoli with
sufficient supplies against Mareth poeition before the end
of March. Already on March 6th Montgomery's army repulsed
Rommel's forestalling attack with heavy losses. The British
and American army in Forthern sector of Tunieia will act in
combination with Montgomery's battle.

I thought you would like to know these dstails of
the story although it is on a small scale comparsed with the
tremendous operations over whieh you are presiding.

The British staffs eptimate that about helf the
number of divislons which were sent to Soviet-German front
from France end the Low Countries since last November have
already been repleced mainly by divieions from Russia and
Germany and partly by new divisions formed in France. They
estimate that at the present time there are thirty German
divisions in France and the Low Countriles.

The bomber offensive from the United Kinpgdom has
been going steadily forward, During February over 10,000
tons of bombe were dropped on Germany and on German-cccupled

/territory |
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territory, and 4,000 tons have fallan on Germany since the
beginning of March. Our air staff estimates that out of a
Germen first line strength of 4,500 combat aireraft sbout
1,780 are now on the Russian front, the remainder being held
opposite us in Germany and on Western and Mediterranean
fronts. Besldes this there i1s the Italian air force with a
first line strength of 1,385 aircraft the great bulk of
which is opposed to us.

With regard to attack across the Chammel it is
the earnest wish of the President and myself that our
't.rn-ops should be in the general battle in Europe whioch you
are fighting with such astounding prowess. But in order
to sustain operatione in North Africa, the Pacific, India,
end to carry suppllies to Ruesia, the import programme into
the United Kingdom hes been cut to the bone and we have eaten
and are eating into reserves. However, in caese the enemy
should weaken sufficiently we are preparing to strike
earlier than August and plans are being kept alive from
week to week. If he does not weaken a premature attack
with inferior and insufficient forces would merely lead to
a blocdy repulse, Nazi vengeance on local population if they
rose and a great triumph for the enemy. The Channel
situation can only be Jjudged nearer the time and in making
this declaration of our intentions there for your own
personal information, I must not be understood to limit our
freedom of decision.

e

0692



————— REGR#DED
UNCL~Soulinld
Following is text of message from Stalin to the Prime
Minister received in Washingten on March 18th.

I have received your reply to my message
of Pebruary 16th. '

It is evident from this reply that Anglo-
American operations in North Africa have mot only not been
expedite but on the contrary they have been postponed to the
end of April. Even this date is not quite definite. Thus
at height of our fighting against Hitler's forces, i.e. in
February - March, the weight of Anglo-American offensive in
Horth Africa has not only (? not) inereased but there has
been no development of offensive at all and time 1imit for
operations set by yourself was extendsd. Meanwhile Germany
succeeded in transferring 36 divisions (including 6 armoured
divisions) from West againet Soviet troops. It is easy to
see what difficulties this created for BSoviet armies and how
position of Germans on Soviet-CGerman front was alleviated,

Fully realizing importance of HUSKY I must
bhowever point out it cannot replace sscond front in France.
Still I welcome by all means contemplated acceleration of
this operation.

How as before I see main task in hastening of
second front in France. Aa you remember you admitted
poseibility of such a front already in 1942 and in eny case
not later than in the spring of 1543. There were serious
reasons for possibility admittedly. Naturally enough I
underlined in my previous measage necessity of the bdlow from
the West not later than in the spring or in the early summer
of this year.

The Soviet troops epent whole winter in temse
fighting which continues &ven now. Aitler is carrying out
important measures with a view to replenishing and increasing

|
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his army for spring and summer operations against U.S.S.R.
In these circumstances i1t is (words undecypherable)
important that blow from the West should not be put off and
that it should be struck in the spring or in early summer.
I recognize difficulties of Anglo-American
operations in Europe. Notwithstanding all that I deem it
my duty to warn you in the strongest possible manner how
dangerous would be from the view-point of our common cause
further delay in opening second front in France. Thie is
the reason why uncertainty of your statements concerning
contemplated Anglo-American offensive acroes Channel arouses

grave anxiety in me about which I feel I cannot be silent.

06394
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Following is text of message from Stalin
to the Prime Minister received in Washington March 18th.

I received your messages of larch 6th end
March 13th on successful bombing of Essen, Stuttgart,
Munieh and Nuremberg. From the bottom of my heart I
welcome British aviation striking herd againat German
industrial centres.

Many thanks for your congratulstions on
capture of Viazma. Unfortunately we had to evacuate
Kharkov to-day.

As soon as we will receive your film on the
€th Army which is mentioned in your specia] message of
Marech 1lth I will see 1t myself and will take care that
it should be shown widely to our army and populetion.

I fully realize how important it will be for the cause of
cur fighting friendship. Let me send you personally
our Soviet film Stalingrad.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 26, 1943
MEMORANDUM FOR MISS GRACE TULLY
SUBJECT: Prime re Spain
Dear Grace!
The President asked that
I read this and return it for hie

filea. W

Harry L. Hopkins

encl.
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AMWAR 3 CCcwD
filed 457F/24 17262/24

From: London
To: President of the United States

No 273 March 24, 1943,

Fersonal and former Naval person to Fresident.
Your number 264. -

Ly people advise me that they also have received nu-
merous reports to this effect but that they are convineed that
they are being deliberately put out by the enemy. They are
satisfied that such movement of material and troops as there
has been is insufficient to indicate any German intention to
move into Spain, The fact is that as a result of the Russian
of fensive a redistribution of divlsions ln France has been
taking place since the end of November. Divisions have been
taken from France to Ruasla. These have been partially replaced
by training divislions and by a few battered divisions from
Rugaia. The net result in the South of France has been a con-
siderable reduction in strength and in quality since end of
November. On the Spanish Frontier itself numbers, but not
quality, of German forces are now approximately the same as at
the end of November,

The Staffs here do not believe that Germany has any
free reserves of land or air forces out of which to provide a
force for the invasion of 3Spain, Neither do they believe
Germanys intention is to invade,

Nevertheless, they are studying what would be the bill
in troops, aircraft, ships and materlal, and what would be the
effect on our other projects if their assumption proves wrong
and the Axis went into Spain and, for example, threatened
Fortugal and the latter called for help.

FRIME
RECRADED TNOLASRIFTED by British
?'-T.. Jept. tol., 5-20=TR
By R. H. Pasrks vase H“'
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Reference the President's personsl message to

the Prime Minister No. 263 of Karch 20th.

The cargo ships of J.W. 5L are to be kept
loaded but we have decided to give up the idea of running
the convoy even as & bait or as a blind. To do- this
would have been to get the worst of both worlds, i.e.
Stalin's displeasure and no relief in the battle of the
Atlantic. The escort vessels have therefore been
dispersed to form support groups in the Atlantic, it being
understood that if threat of German naval concentration
were to disappear they would reassemble as guickly as
possible to escort the Russian convoy. This reassembly
might in the worst cese take as much as eighteen days.
Thus by way of example if we learned on April lst that
German naval concentration had dispersed to Baltic it
might be April 19th before the convoy could start. Further
on basis of' a HUSKY essault on about June 24th, the convoy

must start by May 7th if it is to start at all.

2. The President proposes in his 263 of March 20th
that 1t would be wiser to postpone breaking the news to
Stalin that the convoys to Russias must be interrupted until
August or September. I mist adnit my own inetinct has
always been to tell him the whole truth at once, only
waiting till PUGILIST perhaps gives us some credit. The
Foreign Office have deployed the following arguments in
support of my view:-

(a) To withhold information for three or four weeks

will surely be much more dislocating to Russian plans for
the use of the material they expect on convoys than if

Stalin/ 0698



3talin is told at once. The delay will therefore be
likely to annoy Stalin.

(b) Will it not look very inefficient that we are
not able to foresee interruption in convoys caused by
HUSKY until the last moment.

(c) How shall we explain to the Soviet Government
ocur decision not to press for their acceptance of GRENADINE
if we do not tell Stalin that there will be for several
months no more convoye to protectt? Unless we do so our
acgulescence 1n Russian refusal to accept alr asquadrons
wlll look like & climb down since we told the Ruesians
that additional air protection was so essential during the
summer that, if it was not availsble, we would have to
consider with the Americans ™the whole gquestion of despateh
of Tuture convoys".

(d) There seems no reason why Stalin should take
decision to suspend convoys better later on. A-frank and
immedisate declaration of our inability will come a@s a
shoeck to him but successive evasions and postponements will
inaspire him with suspicions of our intentions and of our

honesty.

3 On the whole therefore I think we might just as
well be hanged for a sheep a8 a lamb. Pray put this view

to the President. My lmmediately following telegram

éivea text of & message that I should send to Stalin if

he agrees. If he does not agree paragraph 3 and paragraph 4

would be omitted from telegram in question.

L. I should be grateful for early reply but I should
not in any event send my telegram to Stalin until we Iknow

more about PUGILIAST.
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From: American Embessy, London
Ta: The President of the United States

In reply citet Unnumbered message, March 25, 1943
Fresidemt from Former Neval Parson personsl mﬁ-.

Delighted to receive your letter of Mar 17th and to know
that you are fully recovered. Fractically everyones who came
with me has been laid up tut all are better now.

I had a very plemsant telk at luncheon yesterday with
Archbishop Spellman, who ls a worthy short snorter. I think I
convinced him that there is nothing anti-Vaticen or anti-Catholic
about British policy.

I have sent you through Eden a draft of the proposed tulugran#
breaking the news to Joe, and I hope you will discuss with Eden
whether it 1s not better to let him know the worst. My instinct
is to tell him the whole truth as scon as "Pugilist" takes a
favourabls turn. I em still confident of success. Patton's
Corps has made a fine advance.

Prime

f"E?.’-f-'J.E-.'.?L' UHCLASSIFTED by British
iO¥t., Siate Dopt. tel., 8-29-78
By R. H. Parks Dlttim‘f 3 1972
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Proposed Message from the Prime Minister to
Fremier 3talin,

1. The Germans have concentrated at Narvik a
powerful battle fleet consisting of "Tirpitz",
“Scharnhorst", "Lutzow", one six-inch cruiser and eight
destroyers. Thus denger to Russian convoys which I
described in my message to you of July 17th last year

has been revived in even more menacing form. I told

you then that we did not think 1t right to risk our home
fleet in Barents Jea where 1t could be brought under
attack of German shore-besed aircraft end U-boats,
without adequate protection against either; and I
explained that if one or two of our most modern battle-
ships were to be lost or even seriously damaged while
Ppippitz" and other large units of the German battle fleet
remained in ection, the whole command of the Atlantic
would be jeopardised with dire consequences to our common

cause,

2. President Roosevelt and I have therefore decided
with the greatest reluctance thaet it ie impossible to
provide adequate protection for the next Russian convoy

and that without such protection there is not the slightest
chance of any of the ships reaching you in the face of the
known German preparations for their destruction. Orders
have therefore been issued that salling of March convoy 1s
to be postponad. The carge ships will however remain
loaded so that if German naval concentration should eshortly

disperse, the convoy could start for North Russla as soon
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as the necesesary escort vessels could be again

collected.

k7 It 18 a great disappointment to President
Roosevelt and myself that it should be necessary to
postpone March convoy. Had it not been for German
concentration 1t had been our firm intention to send you

& convoy of 30 ships each in March and again early May:
and it is etill our intention that at least one of the
convoys should be sent if position of German heavy shipse
is such that convoy has a ressonable chance of getting
through. At the same time we feel it only right to let
you know at once that it will not be possible to continue
convoys by Northern route after early May, since from

that time onwerd every single escort vessel will be
required to support our offensive operations in the
Mediterranean leaving only a minimm to safeguard our
lifeline in the Atlantic. 1In the latter we have had
grievous and almost unprecedented losses during the last.
three weeks, Assuming HUSKY goes well we should hope to '
resume the convoyse in early September provided disposition
of German main units parmitﬂland that the situation in
North Atlantic is such as to enable us to provide the

necessary escorts and covering force.

L. We are doing our utmost to increase the flow of
supplies by Southern route. The monthly figure has been
more than doubled in the last six months. We have reason
to hope that increase will progress and that figures for

August will reach 240,000 tone. If this is achieved, the -
monthly/ 0702




monthly delivery will have increased eight-fold

in 12 months. This will in some way offset both

your disappeintment and ours at the interruption

to northern convoye.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 29, 1943

MEMOEANDUM TO MISS GRACE TULLY

SUBJECT: Message from P.M. to the ;
Pregldent dated Mar. 24 re |
shipping

Dear Grace:

This has been discussed and
it is now ready for the files.
Harry L. Hopkina AZ'

encl. y
-
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PROPOSED MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT TO THE FRIME MIRISTER:

REPLYING TO YOUR MESSACE HANDED ME BY ANTHONY, WE SHALL
FIND ALL THE SHIPS FOR HUSKY AND ARE GOING TO SCRAPE THE BOTTOM
OTHERF1SE BUT WE C;‘.KIIG'! ESCAPE THE FACT THAT SOMETHING MUST GIVE
IF ALL OF OUR MILITARY OPFRATIONS ARE TO BE FULLY SUPPORTED.

1 AM GOING INTO THIS MATTFR IN DETAIL AND ANTHONY WILL BRING
YOU MY IMMEDIATE VIEWS.

DECLASAaTTTID
B? nﬂ‘put*’ Aroh AL 0of thy 0.8,

By,

Date *lmﬁ
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.
March 24th, 1943.

Pewrn AL Gesidewe,

I am very glad that you have arranged

for a small committee to meet, under the

Chairmenship of Mr. Hopkins, to explore the

present shipping situation in relation to

military requirements.

The Prime Minister has asked me to give

you the following personal message:-—

The Honourable

"I asm extremely anxious about
shipping situstion. The British Chiefs of
Staf'f have been examining position in relation
to requirements of military operations and
analysis which they have sent to Washington
shows, after allowing for our minimum import
programme, there will not be sufficient
shipping to implement in full the decisions

teken at Casablanca. The Commanders of

various/

DECLASSIFIED

Franklin D. Roosevelt, By Authority of {Lackad .

President of the United States
of Americs, ok, Toleguarn, lhalor

Weahington, D. C.

by R o-+- MAR_3 11972
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BRITIEH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C.

"various operations have been told that they
must cut their requirements to the bonme. For
HUSKY the mounting of British share camnot be
made without an increase of 14 ships over and
above shipping already allocated to the Middle
East in April. Provision of theee ships by ¥ou
is therefore an urgent and immediate necessity.
Also the British Chiefs of Staff see little
prospect of ANAKIM, much less BOLERO, unless
from now onwards a good deal more shipping than
is mow in sight can be provided for Indian and
United Kingdom theatres.

"As to United Kingdom programme, I
realize that the United States are meking great
efforte to find the necessary tonnage for our
imports in accordance with terms of your letter
to me, The imports during early part of this
year have been at such a low rate that even with
inereasing allocations already notified for forward
months, it is going to be extremely difficult to
make up the leeway.

"I{’
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C.

"I need not go into details of
gll this se I have asked Eden to explain
the situation and ite extreme gravity more

fully."

He haes also asked me to forward as an
annex a memorandum giving some detalls as to our

imports situation.
»4,2 SH T
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DECLASSIFIED _
By Authority of ZuZead - -

Lk 4 '
By, M‘Dut.ﬁgﬁ 5 1977THE SHIPPING POSITION

(All shippi figures refer to non-tanker vessels, and are
in gross tons unless otherwlse stated. Imports are
reckoned in tona of 20 cwt.)

‘WHILE the United Netions shipping position is improving
and likely to continue dolng so, the British import position

is becoming steadily worse.

Imports into the United Kingdom.

In 1937 we imported nearly 5 million tons a month.
After the lnevitable dislocation at the outbresk of war, our
imports in the summer of 1940 recovered to sbout L million
‘tons a month. Military demands were light end sinkings low.
With the loss of France aond Scandinsvia, and the entry of
Italy into the war, with the resultant closing of the
Mediterranean, our imports dropped to sbout 2 million tons
a month. This waese not only because we had to fetch supplies
from more distant sources over more circultous routes;
increased despatches to the Middle East had made a serious
inroad into our importing tonnege. The entry of Rueslie and
Japen into the war and the growing threat to Egypt imposed e
more severe calls on our shipping. Despatches to the Middle
East, India and Australasis increased, supplies had to be sent
to Russim, end in the summer of 1942 the United Nations
tonnage primarily employed on militery or quasi-military
purposes rose to sometaing like 14 million gross tons.
American resources did not make up for increased demands and
our imports dropped to 2 million tons a month. In the
Autumn came "Torch", using 2-2% million gross tons of cargo
shipping alone, of which we contributed more than half. This
has resulted in our importe dropping in the 4 months, November
to February, to a record low level of 1% million tons a month _“};;ljg

Thus/



.

Thus our imports in the laet 4 monthe have been only a
quarter of the average in a good pre-war year, half what they
averaged in 194l (and for that matter in 1918), and only
three-fifths of the monthly average in the first ten months
of 1942,

United Kingdom Import Fleet.
Amongst the many deleterious factors which have caused

thie appalling drop in importe, the outstanding ome is simply
that the ships have not been made available for bringing goods
to this country. In peace-time the equivalent of perhaps 12
million gross tons of full-time, fully laden shipping were
importing to the United Kingdom. Today we have only 3 million
groes tons of shipping freely avallable for bringing eupplies
from America and other convenient sources. These 3 million
tons bring in about three-guarters of our imports. For the
rest we rely on whatever can be brought back by vessels on
their return journeys from militery errands. War-time delays
(convoys, ports, routeing, &c.) fade into insignificance
compared with this brute fact that we are trying with the
equivalent of mbout one-third of the normal fleet to feed this
country snd maintain it in full war production. The impression
miet be dispelled that the bulk of our ships are importing to
this country and that only a smell fraction is grudgingly
allotted to the Services. Only one-fifth of the BEritish-
controlled fleet, or one-eighth of the United Hations fleet,
is now whf:n:r reserved for supplying the essential needs of
the Unlted Kingdom.

Owing to the large losses of shipping in the early part
of 1942 and the fact that _mr_im shipbuilding has only
exhibited its big rise in the latter haelf of the year, the

—

United lations fleet at the end of January 1943 was barely a

2111100/ 0710
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million tons greater than when Japan entered the war.
With all the extra military demands which have emerged
since then, 1t is not surprising that our imports, which
have always been regarded as a sort of inverted residuary

legatee, have suffered severely. But this cannot go on.

Import Reguirements.
In peace time about two-fifthe of our imports were in

the category which would todey come under the Einistry of
Food, as against three-Tifths in the purview of the Ministry
of Productlon.

The Ministry of Pood has been cut by about one-half.
Frult, vegetables and feeding stuffs have been virtually
eliminated, and sugar imports halved. Much of the strenuous
effort of the Minister of Agriculture has been devoted to
replaecing the animal feeding stuf'fs we used to import. Even
80, the output of meat, bacon ;nd eggs has dropped to two-
thirds. Despite the large incresse in the wheat crop, it
atill provides only one-third to two-fifths of our total
wheat consumption. Whether measured in calories or protein,
considerably more than half the food of our 47 million people
8till has to be imported from overseas.

Fotwithatanding the reed to maintain our imports of
metals, we have, on the kinistry o Production side a8 a
whole, restricted our consumption of imports to about two-
fifthe of the 1937 level. Timber has been reduced to one-
fifth, iron-ore to one-third, paper and papermaking materials
to one-gixth. Imported materials used for purely civilian
purposes are now negligible, and, unless we reduce munitions
production (elready drastically pruned) by & considerable
amount, there is no hope of further notable economies on the
Ministry of Production programme.

Thus,/
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Thus we must have nearly a million tons of food
imports a month end over a million tons of raw materials.
Together with finished munitions, &c., this bringe us up
to something like 2% million toms a month, corresponding

to the 27 million-ton minimum import programme.

Stocks.

In 1941 cur imports averaged just over 27 million tons
a8 month; war-time restrictions on consumption had teken
effect snd we built up stocks from 1-3/L million to 4 million
tone over and above minimum sefety level lald down by War
Cabinet and described by Dr. Stacy May, the American economic
analyst, as "bedrock minimum". When our imports dropped to
two million tons & month in the first ten months of 1942
these stocks fell by nearly 1-3/4 million tons. The recent
fall in imports to 1:i million tons a month has slashed our
stocks further by about 2% million tons despite every
expedient, and by April it seems likely that stocks will be
nearly one million tons below the minimum safety level.®
With these stocks, industry will not es a whole come to a
etop, but we shall be living from haend to mouth. Any
further drop and the wheels would cease to turn and rations
would be Jeopardized. When we observe the snormous cost in
imports of military operations ("Torch" has been costing us
gbout half a million tons of importe a month), and the
inevitable uncertainties of forecasting imports (the actuasl
imports in 3 months of November, December and Jenuary
averaged 300,000 tons less than forecasts made only a
fortnight before the end of each month), it ie plain that
we could not underteke new military undertakings with s tocks
at present levels. Even if ships aere more plentiful later in

the/
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the year which is none too certain it may be hard to find

eacorte.

Our minimum importe, which are an indispensable condition
of the security of the United Kingdom and the maintenance of
United Kingdom War Production, must be considered an absolute
first charge of Allied shipping; they are as vital to the
war effort as supplies to the various theatres. Northwest
Africa has recently been receiving about three-guarters as
much cargo shipping each month es the whole of the United
Kingdom; one-eighth of the Allied fleet is not a great fraction
to reserve for United Kingdom imports, to maintain a great
munitions output, as well as Ll million civiliens, and 3
millione in the Services. Qur own fleet is diminished by
operating, before and after America ceme into the war, in the
most dangerous waters. We have undertaken arduous and
epsential operations encouraged by the belief that we could

rely on American shipbuilding to see us through.

® Note: Stocks (non-tesnker: food and raw materiels) now stend
at about 15 million tons, having been reduced by about 4 million
tons since the beginning of 194l. This is approximately the
total which the War Osbinet regard as the minimum safety level,
beyond which they regard it as important that there should be
some margin; but the stocks are in fact still falling. The
stocks need (a) to give a working minimum to ensure continuous
roduction without a hold-up at any stege of production; and
fh} to provide some additional reserve required by the need of
dispersal (in view of bombing) and againest the interruption of
inflow of supplies by enemy action. The global figure of stocks
moreover exaggerates the true reserve, as some criticel stocks
are below the genersl average; for exsmple, at the end of 1942
the import food reserves only included 17 weeks of wheat and
flour, under eleven weeks consumption of meat; and reserves of
raw materinle included only Z1 weeks stock of steel, 10 weeks of
pig iron, 12 weeks of copper ond L4 weeks of phosphate: and, as
atated, stocks generally have fallen since then.
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WAR DEPARTUENT CODE CENTER

Filed __ 2:35 AM
Date March 30

FROal: _ LONDON

TO: _THE PRESIDENT CF THE UNITED STATES

NUMBER : £75, March 30, 1943

Former Naval Person to President personal and

Your number 265. Have sent telegram in form
you approve. Please send supporting message, which I
am sure will be most helpful.

Prime

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., Stats Dept. tel., 3-29-T2
By R. H. Farks Date

--“\ MAY 5 1972

o
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URGENT

4 L

CCWD
f1led 30/6P March 30, 1943
mm 17192

URGENT

From: Amembassy London

For: The President of the United States

In reply cite: HNo. 276 Varch 30, 1943
To President from Former Naval Person personal.

Your letter of March 19. My first visit to America
was in December 1895 when I was already too big for any
baby carrlage. -

Prime

RE
GRADED UNELAESIFIID

Gnvt., State Dept, ¢

by Britigy
By R, H, Park

el., 3.29.7
"t MAY 5 197

e
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