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lllOlh OPIAV 
TOo .&Lil8U, U.IXII 

111ll18BR 688,~ .lRD PBRSOI.lL, POR TBB PORIIBR lAVAL PBRSOII PIIOM 

Jill PRI8IDII! , 

!'BI UV! DIP.I.HIIDT !.l8 PIIKP.ABD !'BI POLLOIIIIG OJWI! OP '1'1!! PROPOIIID 

JMJJa:f !111'11 atJ.nllll! 011 1'111 IUBIW!ID 11!'0.1.!1011. I COICOII. 

"1. OUil IIIRCII.U! IIIli' !'OD.lllB LOST DOIIIIG m& MOII1'1I OP IIICIDIR 

1'111 IIOIITII BT OIIR All AID SU PORCBS SC.lDSII OP 8IIVIIRAL P.lC!GR8 1 IWIBL!, ' 

.l SHIP! D U•]j(l.lf .lRBM OP OPWTIOII AID ALTIRID U•BO.t.f TACTICS, Ill fD 

MAil, BOI!IliR, OUR SUPPLY ROUTB8 COIITIIIUB TO 81 U.lSOII.IJILT SIICURI, . 
• 2. II lM I 11•10Af8 1W11 817! ~ OP fD URCIWI! IIIli' TCIIat.OJ 

1'1l.t.f 'I'BBT IWI1 II lMI. 01 '1111 OTBBR BAlD, OI!IID 1»10118 IIII!CIWI! IIIli' 

!00&011 COI81'11DC!IID I I lMS .lPPI!OXIII.lTIT DOUWD TU !'ODAGII DBLITIIIIID 

II lMZ. I'!WU.T JW.P OP 0011 TOI!Wlll LOST POR Till 'fUR l M S WAll llli.IIG 

1'1111 nRST Tllltll MOIITB8 o t'l)l liAS LOsT DOIIIIG 1'111 IIICOID CIQA.RTBR OF lMI, 

AID OJl.T JelC !WI LOST DORIIO TBB L.lST SIX JIOITBS • 0 

DO TOO .lGRBf 

toi••" tr• - -.uw a-o .., -
., 1110, JilT, ' ,.,...,. l ttt. 

• 1-

DCCLASSl~IED 
hitt or the ·u.s . 

0641 
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FRC:.o OPU'f 
tOo .U.USIU., LODOII 

IIUIIBD 488~ UD PBRSOlUL, I'OR !liB PORJID ll.l.'f.lL Pl!RSOI PROII 

!'Ill PRISIDift, 

!'Ill IU.'ft D!P.um.J! 11.1.8 PIIZP.Aitlll !liB I'OLLOIIIJ:G DR.U'f OJ tilE PROPOSID 

JUDAJIY tDTII SUt!IIIBft 01 tal!: SlJBIWllR 81!UAtlOI. I CCIICOR. 

01, OOR JIUCIWIT 8BlP !0111.1111 LOST DORIIG !'Ill 11011!11 OP -

ro u-BOAt .&Cfl 01 ns uw.TIVBLY Lt:lll, • r - ru a :nn , u r 

-· PI'IBil U•SOA!S WIRB DB8!RonD JmUJO 1111 IIOftll BY 01111 AIR UD 

S:U PORCB8 BIC.Ill8! Of 81111R1L P.lC!OR81 IWIILt, .1. SIIIrf IIU•BO.U .t.I!B&8 

OP OPBRA!IOII UD .lLYBRID 11•80At UctlCI • II 1111 ll.lll, IIOIII'fi!:R, 01111 
'7 fA S f.rt>--1.. t..i.. 

IUPPLt ROUt!S CCIIY11111B TO II! 3 F'V 0blr S!CORI, 

TBU t1111t 8.llll[ II ltU. 01 TBB OtB!R IUID, 1JIJ!Jll 11&!'10:8 IIIIIC!Wif SJIIP 

TOIIJI.IOJI COISTRIJCTID Ill lHS .lPPROniiATBLT txmLID tBB !0111.1111! DI!LIURIID 
. I 4 v 'J 

Ill 1M2. II!.I.IILT B.1.LP OP 00R !0111.101 LOS! POR !liB YII.I.RA 11.1.8 ~IG fill 

PIRST fiiRBI! 11011f118J .,C 11.1.8 LOST toRIIG !liB SBCCifD qiJ.I.IInR OF lMS, .1.10 

OILY 28lC 11.1.8 LOSt tol!PO !'1!1 U8f BU llli!D. 0 

DO tOO .AGRIIf 

- 1 -

DIOI.ASSIFIED 

By D¥"ty iob~:::L or the U.S . 

sr. w.t._9.19rl 
Da tc_::J~,!!.!:~..:;._:_:::.:_ _ _ _ 
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FRO II 
Tho Pru idont TD 1'ho Pri .. 111Dhtu 

SERIAL 
ua DATE 04 JODU&J7 1 K4 . 

llATJ!/TIME 
04/2248 RCR 8700 OR FI!:§ Jn' !ll!ER 

04/11000 lvu Ad:alral Browo 
TOR IIAP ROOII 
SU!lJECi' Deoe.b•r Sub atat ... at. 

ACTION 
Soo SUb Stato .. a t Polder , 

StatoJMnt propuod 117 l a"Y Dopvtaat aad 0111 , ApproTod. b)' 
Prelideat w1 th ainor ob•J:~C••, aeot to PM tor hie ooaoun•Qoe. 

COPIES TO: DAT&o BY D!RF.CTION OFo 

_l 

. 
ACTION rot'PLF.TEno I FILRDo 
J. , · I lp,t?r:tn k 

0643 



6 Jaara&r7 1-

P!!Oih Opa,. 
TOo JJ.uou, Loll401l 

baber 4M, pere o.D&l 1.114 - · tr• the Prtddnt to the POI'MJ' 

laftl P•rt cm . 

Rorerrillc to :rour 631 &114 6&2 I tloll:r appr.,... or ywr ool oot1 01l 

or .ur Jllrolla1 8louor t or Jabr•o Doopoaty lJI t.bo Mo41taJ"re ..... .u .. &114 

o-4 ot t.bo R • .t..P. &114 ot yoor .. rt,. Sholto Douclaa to tho Brtttah 

Coaotal C-4. 

I aa aloo 1D 0011pl ota avo-t with OoDorol IIU t Oil' a t&tl.ll& .,.,,. 

with tloll p-• •pon hit &J"riftl. lJI JJ.poro, 

I haw oo• ltoo-r th1o ..nillc u4 ho l oft a nota tor OntJ"ol 

'lltl aoo t&lllJic hta ta talto .,...,. a t OliJ 4at o oattotaotory to h1a ('lltloon ) , 

Dt C!u\SSiriED 

By Dtpu~r§;!ot ff t he U.S. 
By • ,,, 

uau flnv 1 1gn 

- 1 -

0644 



c .(j 

January 5, 19.44 . 

Reforrins to your 531 ond 532 I fUlly 

appr ove of your selection of Air tlarsho l Slessor 

for Eaker• a Deputy in the l~editerranoan Ai r end 

command or the R.A. P. end or your moving Sholto 

Douglas to the British coastal Command . 

I om olso in compl et e oureement with General 

Wile on to.king over wi th full powers upon his arr ival 

8 D DECLASSlr iED 
'1 eputy~rcbi~ of tbo Br ~ u.s. 

»&to 1r* : 

0645 
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I'ROII Th• ,. .. uea.t TO Tht Pri .. M1D11ttr 

SERIJ,L u• DATE 6 Januarr 1 H4 

~t!!/'tiiCE 
OR FILE MrtlllER 

TOR 11AP ROOII 
08/UOOII lvu Adalral X..ahy 

S\I~JECT C~acl OhU!.f:" • 

ACTION 

........ . Pll an alld au. 

Pr•~·• b7 Adairal Le~, appro•td by~freeidtnt. 

q.~~:., ; ,.. ·- L- * sJ>, ' /1- •t",l../. 

COPIES TOo DATEo RY PIRP.CTIO!I OF 1 

AOTION rO'!PIRTEPo PILIIDo 

'17. ./ ~ 

0646 



11 

( 

P'ROih Opllt,'Y 
t'Ot .Al\liD&• Loo4oza 

PtrtOIIol tlld - - U6, no .. tbo Prtt14t~~t to tbt ro ...... 

W&ftl Per1011. 

Rotol't'lD.C to roor ponoalll aoooaco ot 6 J........., w llapld.llt I will 

to oroubac th• Geran froatler. uut to ue e the wor4e •at• tw U.. 

l1\>erat1o11 ot lll>ropo• 1a rot..-r1DC to .,.rat101lo 1a otbor lll>rcpiOil 

C-rioo tlall GtraJ11o 

ll&r17 h t•poro.rUr oa tbo dolt Uot with tla, loot 1 thlo.lt •• 

will bo 1D tbo Jaftl lloopital oalr a t .. daJI• Thh opld-o 11 '"'7 

widooproad bot while it 11 o.ot 11rlw o lt ultoa JOU tMl tbo ft7 aa 

ltllliu ooldior 1-. .,. boot to Cl..to aad IJanh, 

R0081!V!LT 

~ 
• 1 . 

0647 



CO?Y 

• 

P'roat the PriM Ki.Dhter 
'to t xr . !tarey Hopkin• 

I abould be clad it you would put theae point~ ot noa.nolatur e 

to the Predd.at 111ben oon·nn1ent. 

1. Ou;r obJeot h •the UbnatloD ot kropt troa O.n&D 

oroaa tbe G~ trontler. There 11 no need tor ut to -.ke a pretent 

to Hitler ot the idea tbat he ia the defender ot a lurope whiob .. 

are ueking to inYacle. He 11 a tyrant 11nd a.a o''' tram whoe we are 

&ol~ to tree the oapt1•• oatloca. 

Utt4 iD the directt••• we ha•e reoei~d troa the Coablaed Start. I 

SHIRO I.E. 

KIQRADID UIOLASS!f!ID by &rltloh 
Oo•-t •• Uah Dept. tol., S-2$-?a 
17 a. I. Puko Dato IIAY 5 1972 

0648 
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January &, 1944 . 

PRBSIDEliT '1'0 PRIME 

· Rotorr1no to your personal mosaa~e 

of 5 Jnnuary to Hopkins I vt111 ondeavor to have 

our peopl e \HIO tho \'lOrd " 1nves1on" only in roforenoe 

to cro~~lns tho Oor~an Frontier, and to uao the words 

"ent.er ror tho l1borat1on ot EUrope" in referring 

0649 
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. 

fl<Oll t h• P'redcleat TO fhe Pr1• lU.Dht .. 

SERUI. Ul .... n 6 JUUU'J' l Kf 

fiAtH/'I'IHB. 
0111H J CR 8111' OR FlLS Nlli!P.llR 

TOR ~ ROC* - I VIA -
SU'J .. '"!CT u .. o.r t • r • 

oba:r.e.l o,.rat1caa. 
• ta .. , t ce• e 4 ••• ter• 1D ·~d1ac ot crou 

ACrtON 
Aea .. r t ... , , , PM•HOPUJS. unouabere4. & JU'IaaJ'Y Ult.f ( oop7 

a tt&oh ... ) WT. Bopt b a w.a Ul at t.M l etbu da loepit&l 11tln thb 
e.... Sbo.a to the Pru l h nt J d,..,rt repl7 pN,-r.d b)' Ada lrd ~~ 
.... Dd.ed bf rr .. td~t. ••Dt. to c2 at 1110 • 

. 

COPtts T01 DATE1 RY DlREC7TOH OP1 

=A~~~~~=r~~~~~,w~.=====-==~,~"~~==.============~j 
-

0650 
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~ v tJ 
el!elll! 1 ~~ 6 J &lli.W'1 1944 

PRlORlTl 

DttLAS.Stl'fltl 
. 

,._, Op ..... ::po•rq~~~ tho u.s. 
To l .Uu.ana., London 

PEI!ro!W. AND trY•Ilt 4)6, fOR THE f0111111 NAVAl PERroN 

Pll(ll 'IME PRESIDEIIr, 

lour 5-jo of 2 J Af'l.lAry. 

I m.e.de- the tollowin& public &-MOuncement on 24 Decmberr 

quot-e 'l'he Unit-ed Ne.tione have no 1.-.mt.ion t.o en.Ua•e the Otr=.an 

J)IOple-. .,s ldab '-hfa to han a I'IOnll&l c:haoce to d.e•el.op in peace, •• 

u.s\&.1. and re~et.abh aabere ot the DlroFea.n !ud.l.J. But • • 80at. 

cert&1nl7 eaphuiu t he word •reepect.able• tor .. int.mcl t.o riel the 

onet &n:S tor .U ot Na.tia and P·rueeia.n m11.1tarie and the t&ntaotic 

and clhaatroda notion thAt the:r coMtitut·t'l tho "U.t.eter Race•. uo- . ._ 

quote. 

It is m:r opinion th•t at the present t.1J:.e it. 1a but to pemit 

our W)deret..s.rdirti ot uneondit.ioDAl wrrerder to rest. \lPC)n tbat. 

It • • ahoul..d at the prtltnt. Uu &eke t.n1 ~ber o! •pecil1e 

conlillt.iona tor the 1urrenc!er • • al«ht prob&'t>l7 cait or lta'fe open tor 

clhwuion some other concU.t.ione that are rxrw or t hat u.y in the tut.-

uro bG-cOCIIe o! equal i.mpo.rtance fro• our point of view. 

In vie'lt or &ll the abovt I prcter to lea:ve t birwe ae thoy are 

tor t he tJ..u being and • • re&l.lJ' do not k.now enourb t.bout opit\lon. 

wit.bin 0.Da~Jl3' iteelt to 10 on 11\7 f'hhing e~dit.ion t.here at thh 

U... I bA>pe ,.,., and AnthoQ)' will aere•· 
i&XJSiVUT 

llaluoed n- ~b• 1hUo "'"'" IUp s-
•~S, 'Difh/ J&l'll1&rf 1944. 

{u., Wv, 
Oro ~ v ~. Liw~ •• USNR 

0651 



. t'!. G 
~ ~ January 5 , 1944. 

::f" D!CLASSIPlED 
By Deput• ~' ot the o .~. 

!:~. WJ, m . 
PR~SIDS!IT TO Plli!lE 

.:] 

Your 52b of 2 Janunry . 

1 aodo the• 1'cll o•r1ns public annou.noomont on 

'24 Docombor: quote The United :tatlon• havo no intention 

to onslovo tho Gorcan people . Wo wleh them to have A 

normal chance to develop in poaco , as ueotul and respectable 

member: ot t~o EUropean fae1ly. But wo moat certainly 

ocpha11zo tho word "r espectable" for wo intond to rid them 

onoo and rot' all o!' Na;.iso And Pruaalon mll1ter1ar.w ~md the 

fantastic and disastr ous notion thnt thoy constitute the 

"Jtoator naco11
• unquote. 

It is my opinion that at tho prooont timo it io 

boat to permit our undor&tandlng ot unoond1t1ona1 

roat upon that . 

aurronder \o 
\.1.0_) 

If wo shoul d at tho pr osont time oako any number of 

apoo1f1c cond1t1ons tor tho surrender we eight probably 

omit or leave open Cor discussion lOrA other oond1t1ons that 

are now or that may in tho tuturo b6c01ee or O(l\lal im.portaneo 

from our point of view . 

In vi et; or al l the &bovo I preror to leave thi ngs 

as they oro for the time bo1nn: ~~/ ~J'l. 'If~ .J/> ... ~ 
;, .,,'"'" r.-...... 11, ~t.._~ruJ:., ..... , ..... 7t .... -(.,...,., .. ,7 ~~ 

;;;- ; · ...... ''7 P .:; ~/~~~:;;;..~ ,"- 7 1-J...., 
y•;,,. , :3~/.,~ ;;,_,_ hh/ ,4,,)2";_/ 1w,// ~ 

1?,_..._.,--Jv 

0652 



WASHINOTOH 

l!Elo!OlWIDUl! FOR "Jt 
ADKIRAL LEA!rl ~ 

Will you get out of the r s 

tor me the message I sent to t ho 

Prime ~inister about nuncond1t1onal 

surrender " two or three days ago? 

F. D. R. 

0653 



I ·1 -t ~ 

PROI! ! he Pre lidtut TO 1'M PriM IU.llhter 

SllRI.\L ... DATI • J ... ...,.,. l !IU 

llATil/TIIIE 
OR Fl LE NlltiJlER 

fOR IIAP ROal 1200/Deq lvu A6oiral 4o.br 
' 

8!13JECT Stat-~\: OD "Uuoon41t1oaal Rl"l"••ar• ot 0.~. 

ACTION 

P ...... R s30, 2 J .... ..,.. (:0.. ~ ·o-..1...1, ·~-·~·) 
Prepued by A.dairt.l 1Aa.h7 • &ppro'f'e4 by Pr .. ld-.t with M.aor 

ob&Dse o, to Pll at 1215/06Q. 

COPl'ilS TO• DATE• BY DIRUTION OP • 

-
ACTION rO!'PLRTED• FILliP• 

09J _/,1. . ' ./. • 

065 4 . 

=- -=-· ·-



• J.ct.i rd Loohy ,-' c 

' 
l!r Hopkiao 
J.dloird sr...... , 
Col llath- ooa (' 
Capt&il! Wood 

,.. .. , OpDa'![ 
!01 J.lUI .D&, Loa.d.oD. 

' 
the Pr'el14wt. 

8 JJ.II'OAIIY 1144 

DICLASS!TnD 
:: Doput?tlrf!.lvl;J. of t bo u. s. 

Da to llflulf''f m/1 
IU.aMr •a?. For the Por•er i aYal Pifldii lJ • 

, 

J.o 1 told you iD a:t 422, Jlarrlaa roqaootod 1Df-tlon OD tbo aotloa 

tho SO'fiot by 1 FobN&ry oo tbat ho ooold dloO"O oo tbo •ttor with 

llolot<>? lt ho nro qllor1ocl. 1 told hia 1 t wo.o a:t intention to a.llooato 

one- third or tbo ooptllrod 1tol1an ohipo to tho Soo1ot wo.r otfort bocia• 

DiD& 1 l'obrllary ao rapl4ly ao thoy could bo • do an.ilablo. 

roitoratlon of tbo 8oo1ot roquoot oripll&ll:y ado at )l.ooo"" 1D Ootobor 

(-l,:r tor mo battloohip , 0110 emil or , oi&ht dootroJOTO aad tOOJ' nb• 

•rlnoa tor Iorth Rueda t.Dd 40 ,000 toot 41aplt."oe• at ot Mrohant ahip• 

pin& tor tho Black 8oa) aad that no -ntion wo.o ado at lloooow or Tohorlll 

of tbo Ruooit.DI' sottin& additional ohipo up to ceo-third of tbooo oap• 

tllrod . J.ooarcliucly Jlarrialll rosardod a:t oablo at Doooabor 2l ao bolD& 

tor b.11 iD.toraatioD &a4 be hae not dieou•••4 the qaoetioa ot oa:._th1.r4 

l!arrlaa aloo OJII)h&Oi&Od tho nr:y &TOOt iaportanoo Of f'lllfilliD& OV 

plod&• to. ylolcl tho oo ohipo. For uo to f oil or to dolay wvold in hio 

op1n1oa only aroaoo O\lopioion 1D Stalin and in hio ooooo!.otoa oo to tbo 

t1r.DII I of other oa..dt..a.te .. 4• at teber~. 

011 tho othor hand, tbo Ch1ofa ot St.tt ba .. r&iood n,... • ..,, objaotioaa 

to tbo tr&Dat or baaed OD probable otteot o tb&t tb1o ootarao ...,..14 b&Yo 011 

- 1 -

Cc 
C< ... 

0655 



oooperatlon, t.Dd tht touttlint: or u botas,• ot nloabla •hip• wh1ol'l •• 

need tor JJIVIL and OV!RLORD. Tbty tore"' no •terial bene·tl t to the 

Ru11ian war effort at thl• time •lao• the wsrthlpt art prtttDtly quite 

un•ulttd tor Northern watera and the Blaok Sea it olottd to .. rohaat 

Te11el 1. 

the Tery w:l•e prortllon• ot the 11041titd C\.\a.aias,haa Acre ... at gin 

the tJnitecl liatloaa the rlsht to Mko diapodtioa ot any or all ttali&Q 

1hip1 u they aay think tit. It b of i.JIPOr-ta.llot th.t.t .. ahall acquire 

ao<l maintain tho ooatidtnoa ot our Ally &ad l reel that eYery practieablt 

effort thwld be •dt to arrlYt at a •olution whereby tht It-.11~ thlpa 

requuted by the SoTieta be turned O'Ytr to thta be&itmiag about ttbrtlt.f'1 

tirat. 

Do you. bell•~• it wi•• to pr•••at to O.J. tht poaaiblt effect oa 

OVB.RLORD--.AlfVIL •• txpreutd by 0\J.r Statra. qd tug&••t 1. delay in ullp• 

111& Italian oh1po to M. 1111t1l •tter tho !&lllloh1n& or O'VBRLOllD--AliVIL. 

I .. ~rtio\:llarly dtdrw• ot h&Vi'Q& &D t:rpl'taaion ot raur opiDi<m 111 'Yin 

ot tht pre a eat 8r1 t11h oo.aand ot the lfacli terranean theater &nd 1.a order 

that .. •Y reaob a oo~~plett agrtaent u to the •ottoa to 'bt tt.ktn. It ia 

pattatlr l .apraotioablt tor tither ot ua to act lin&l)' in thl• aattar. but 

I think you will asrtt that we ... t aot ,o baolt on what we told u.J. 

Rtltue4 trca the llb1 te Bou•• Map ltooa 
•t 1ao, lilT. s J&m~u-y au. 

L. IIAtHIIII8011, 
Colonel , Gtaeral 8-t:att. 

- 2-

R006B'VBLT 

D!CLASSIFI!D 
By Dep'li{J ' lviat of the 0. s. 
By • IUt 
Due ? 1 79n 
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.. . (j 
January G, 1944. 

::if; 
PRF;SIDE!I'f TO PRIME Y 3 J 

As I t old you in my 422, Harriman requested information 

on the action we were tnkine to carry out our cor.uni tments to turn 

over Italian ships t o the Soviet by l February so that he could 

discuss the matter with Molo t ov i f he were queried . I told him 

i t was rrry intention to allocate one- third of the captur ed Italian 

ships to tho Soviet war effort beg inning 1 Fe bruary as rapidly 

as the y could be made availab l e . 

Ha>•ri man t !-:en reminded me that Stalin 'S reques t at 

Teheran was a reiteration of the Soviet request o rig inally made ,at 

l.!oscow in october (namely for one battleship, one cruisar, ei(lht 
( 

dest royers and four submar i nes fon North Russia and 40~000 tons 

d isplacement of merchant shi pping , 'for the Black Sen) ·•and that no 

mention w!!s made at !.!oscow or Teheran of the Russians getting 

additional sh i ps up t o one- third of those c a ptured . Accordingl y 

Harriman reg arded ny cable of December 21 llS being for h:Ls information 

and he has not discussed the question of one-third with Molo t ov. 

Harriman also emphasized the ve r y Brent importance o~ 

ful fill inc; our pl ed(le to y i eld these ships. For us to fail ot· to delay 

would in his opinion only arouse suspic i on in Stalin and in his 

associates as to the 1'1rmness of other commitments made at Teheran. 

On the other hand, tho Chiofs of Stuff have raised 

numerous objections to the t r ansfer bHsed on probable effects that this 

course would have on pendine operations. They !'ear a loss of Italian 

naval ond mil i tary cooperation, ond t h e scuttling or sAbotag e of 
D.IIOLASSIFIED 

By Do ty A 

By _ _..,..~ 

Dat•--~~~~~~~--~ 
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valuable sh1P,s which we need !'or ANVIL a nd OVERLORD. The y foresee 

no motorial bene1'1t to the Russian wa r eC\"ort at this t ime s i nco the 

warships are presuntly quite unsuited for llorthorn vra t;ers and tho 

Bleck Sea is closed to merchant vessels . 

The very wis e provisions or the mod Hied Cunninsha::o 

Agreement sive the United !lations the rir,ht to mal<e d13poa1 tion of 

any or all Italian ships ao they may think f1 t . It i s of importance 

that we shall acquir e and main t ain the conl'1donco of our Ally and I 

feel tha t every practicable ofl"ort should be made to arr i ve a t a 

solution whereby tho Italian ships requested by the Soviets be turned 

over to them beg1nn1nc about >~bruary ~irst . 

Do you believe it wise to present to U. J . the possible 

effect on OVERLORD - AIIVIL as expr essed by our Staffs, and sugeest 

e. dolny in assigninr, Itdinn sh i p s t o him until nfter the l aunching 

of OVERLORD - ArNIT.. l srn par t i cul arly dAoirous or having a n 

expression of your opinion in view of the present British c ollll!land 

ot the ~editerranean theAter and in order that we mey r each a 

coaplote asrae~ent as to the action to be taken . It is pata~tly 

impracticable for either or us to act singly in thia matte~ ~.1"-J) 
A{ .... ;, 7l~, w.,f/ ~L /~'• /"" ~~ ')y.,~J J V ~~_,f ... _.~ 

,,.,. -0. ;, ... ,, lt%1 1.4 )-· I 1? /J.v"v.~L 
DIOLASSIJIED 

!,- Dr:ty ~rcbh" lot of tbe U.S 

By ~· d~f'at Dm ROY 1 1971 
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FROII The Pr .. 14eat !0 tbo Prlao 111Dit- c • 

SeRIAL U? I)AT! e J ... "*'"" 1 K4 

OATR/TIUE 
OR FILE NfT!lllER 

fOR IIAP RO<II 
1U0/08Q lvu .t.dmral Loah7 

SV~JECT I tall., tbipt to Son ot • 

ACTION ..._,., I'Oply proparod by Admral Lot.hy ud Lt. Blt f1• 
b)' U.. Protld..,t. B011t to Clt ot 1140/0eQ. 

.Appro'H4 

(soo alto H.t.RRIIUJiol'01'1l8 ao1e2a Doo lH& •lld P01'1lS•liABltiiWI 
08 JO.D\IAifY 1K4. ) 

~~ fj1~ k .#-...;48. 
...;., 7' _.11 ,Jj .s !'.>, 'J ( fla-' "1/. 

·~t.ct. ... , a..._ .. ,._ . .,( 

COPIES TO: !)Ate : BY l)lRECTlON OF1 

' 

ACTION r<r!PIF.T!Ih I I'JLRI), 

41:..t ; • . <L;f,,L o.-r . .w 

0659 

• 11 -• 

I 
• I 
I 
I 

' 



( 

Pr•• Opu• 
!01 .UuD&, LollclOil 

Vu.&tt.d la tiM to M reoe1Te4 bar• bJ 1&00 l.w.t. 8UD4&J, 9 

JUMJ"7 1 rM~Q4 tw.Dt)'•fOU' hOIIiU'I clelq in a,rtecl ti.e ol J'ti ... te. 

Jteleaee4 tr• th• Jh1 W Bov_ll lap Roo. 
at 1UO, Klft, I .l&lnla17 1-. 

ROOU'fiL! 

~ 
Captalo, o.a.w. 

~ 
- 1 -

.. d 
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PROl! 
The Pr .. tdct 

TO 
fhe Pri .. 11D11t.r 

Stl!I.AL ua DATil f J ODU&l")' 1144 

OATI!/TIUS 
~~~ PilE Jn!JlBER 

., 

IOR IW' ROOII I VIA 

SIIBJIC? Deo-.ber Sut.&rlae 1far:tare atat.-t. 

ACTIOll 
A~ral Brown, oo •oralDt ot 8 J&DU&tf, obt&imed Pret idi Dt' • 

~abdon to e.ud d:hpatoh t.o PM it -eo repl7 to the Prt114Rt1 1 
13 .. ,.. r.c:~elwd bJ IWD1JlC• 

Captain Wood, alter t elephoul 001llftrtat1~ with lber Da?it, 
pnpu1d MiliCI wbioh wt.t ••zrt to ••"Y OepU't.IDt at lTZO, BWT, 
8 Jt.Duary ltl' aa PO'f08 4$8, 

. 
COPIES TO• DATBt BY DIRHCTIO!l OP > 

' 

ACTION rO:'l'I.MI!Ilo I PILI!lh 

~It,, 1::. "h~-·- .t.., 
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( , 
~PRIORI!T 

10 .JalnliU')' 1 ~ 

,..., Opn ... 
to 1 Uuena., Load.on 

Fr• the Pret ld.eot t or the Fo~r l a.n.l Per1oc. P• r•ona.l ud. 

TOW' 542. 

Re1Ku4 troa the 1lh1 to Hou .. !lap Rooa 
at 1185, m. 10 January 1~. 

1111.8011 BRO'IIII, 
I MI" A-.!ral, O. 8. J. , 

l a .. al .t.14• to the h'eo14eat. 

li008IVI.L% 

D!CLASSI1t!!l 
By Depoty Arcbi v!ot of tho U.S. 

By ~·~« 
Date 1 197! 

.... 
- 1 -
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PROII 
n.. Prea1d.,t Tho m-e Jlill1otor 

SERIAL U 9 
DATE 10 JIUNOJ')' 19Uo 

1\ATP/TIKB 
OR FIUl !lllliBER 

101609 IICR 612 

TOR IW' ROOII 
SUllJECT Dooolllbor ..,.thl:y oto.t....,t on ou-.r1no ftl"to.ro. 

ACTION 
Anporo PllofM2 , 9 Jo.n «• (Boo o.loo POTUS f'SS o.nd 4118 ) • 

P,.oporod bJ Lt. !lo•:r• 0111 o.nd I O."Y Doportoout not1 t1 od b)' 
-orancta:a. 

( Boo •ooo.v (a) • llonthly oubMr1uo -.rto.ro ot o.t •..t,, 

COPIES TO: llATBt BY DIRI!CTIO!I OPt 

•ooo,1 (s) soo 1• 

ACTION CO!-!PLF.TEDt I FI LF.Ilt 
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12 J &n\14tY 1944 

P.-. Opnn 

To 1 .Uuena, London 

PERSONAL AN!Iji •••• WilER 440 FllOII THE PRESIDENT FOR THE FOF.IlER 

NAVAL PERSON. 

Replying to your r:ceasage to Harry UIUUDbered or 11 JanJ.8ry' I 

have no int.ont.ion whatever of ld.thdrawlng eupport !roo Giraud. He ie 

a tine old fellow and. represents eert&in deeenci•• which I etill like. 

Harry 1e ot.Ul in ~be hoopi~al wit.h 1n!luenu but 1e iloproviog. 

ROOSEVELt 

Re1caaad .c.- the 11b1te House 14p Rooo 

&t 1.355, r· .12 ~rur.r.&ry 1944. 

o~':fw. FLSEY 
L1eu~enont, U.S.N • • DJ:OL.\88IriiD 

!y Dep~ A~1et of tho u.s . 

By 4 ':! Dato O 
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• 

The Prise ~Dieter 
Mr, Harry Bopktna 

• 

1. There i a a oertai~ amount or talk at the preeant time as ainet 
GirW4 NUS g1aenhower bad a partlnr; reooDo1l1at1on with OeGaulle. No 
one wcu14 propoae to vae Glruad •• a comD&Dder tor &reat op.rat1ooe , but 
I feel that h1a bein& ditca.rded aow would alt.r in u a d...-erae ....,., the 
b&lucea 11hich we ha.,- e tried to eatabUah. Giraud. a t &DJ' r&t., it at 
the Pree1dent baa al .. ya aaid, an Hoa eet French OeQtl...u aa4 Soldier, 
I.Dd there eould be DO d.NJ&•r ot hie at&bbla& ue in the bact, wtl.iob 11 
al-y• a OMthiJ>S• Thtn!oro I llopt you wi ll lot .. lalo'O' if a.n:y obo.ndoa• 
~nt of his 1• in contemplation, 

2. DeGaulle 11 ocain& to • •• • her·• on the 12th and I ahall do 
w;y- ut.oet to m&ke hla reaU &e the diaaerTice he doee to Frauce 'b7 b1 a 
bowa. hoe tlllty to our two oowrtrlee, by w:boee aru &lout Fruoe ou 'be 
liberated arad rettortd . P'roa '1't.rioua quarter• I ha•• derl .. ed the ta­
preelion that DeG&ullt ia a.aoh .ore iuvolYed in the oollect1H atren&tb 
or the OOlllrlittee and the aeenbly &Dd that he may well beoom.e aore 
reasonable, Certainly dtlire to make the beet ot h1a tor the oo .. oo 
couu, a.nd. 1 will roport to tho Proaidoot tho upahot of ~ tolka lNt 
•I thould. lib to kzlow• about wher e ht att.Dd.a be tore .. tind oa.ratl'Ytl 
a)lut Up &lOU rith Ilia tllrou&h tilt d hOpptort.DOt Of ()ir&ud , OD wh­
M.D)' ailitary loraltltt a.re centered. 

~. I do hope you are bet ter troD your flu, I &m ,athering ttrensth 
•••ry day. llndeet ~•sarda . 

-U'D IIICI.ISSf!'nD bT BrlUoh 
toor&. , ltato Dept. tol., 8-2;-?2 
... L • · Po.rko Date "AV 

-· a 19?' 
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PRFSIDE~'T TO PRIIIE :11-14 d. 

Re)ll)'ing to ;your meooago to Harry u!UIUIIIbered of. ll Januar;y I 

bave no inten~ion >lhatovor ot "~~hdralling eupport frca Giraud. ,¥._ ~ 4 rl 
~ 1,/ ,J-./1"'-.J ~J! 7~,_7;"t.~4.. ~""" vt,;t g plil/ /Jtf", 

Harry 1• otill in the boepit.&l llitb intluenu but ie l.mprortng. ' 
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FROM tbo Preddent TO n. Pr1• tinhtn 

SEIU/.L u o DATE 12 J""""'7 l8U 

llATi'/TIIS 
OR FI LIJ !llll!m\ 

-- I VIA -TOR IIAP ROOll 
SU~JICT 01r aud- De Oau.Jle rehtio•• 

. 
ACTIO !I 

.&uwere .. , ... ,, f'rca PM to !opk!at. \l.llm:Dibere4, 11 J' t.IN&ry 
1844 (oopr • it&ohe4.), llr , l!opltS...Dt •• 111 at tb. BetheMa 
B'ot pital. wb• tbh -.... PTetldeat •••1 tepl7 prepared bJ A~r&l 
t.~, ..-nded b7 Proeld•Dt• ••ut to CR • t l•O&jlz, 

• 

COPrt:S TOo 'lATSo BY DIP.ECTJOll OFr 

. 

ACTIOII CO!'Pim'ED• I FI~t 
-; l&.£a # 
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-OP PRIORITY 

l'roao Op~~~a• 
t o • .Uuena, London 

troa the Preaident tar the 

foraer l a.al Per eoa . 

Tow- &ao. It h ._, Wld.,.oto.adl.Df> tho.t in TohorNI u.J • .,.., &i n n 

a prOill.oo t ht. t OVERLORD ~ la\Ulohod durin& !lay Nld oupportod b:y otron&oot 

praotiooblo .IJIVIL a t about tho .... time and that ho acreod to plNI tor 

I do cot belien that •• t hoald .U. illl7 d eo1e1oa now to de t..,· the 

opera.tione , oerta11:1.17 not untU the reapondble oo-.adert (Eitenhonr 

and Wiloon) ht.._ hod tull opport\Ulity to oxploro all poooibilitioo and 

•k• f actual repo.rta . la the .. aut1•• ao o~n1oat1on ehwld be tent 

to U.J. OD thia .ubjeot. 

I thi"alt tho poyoholoa ot brin&iDf> thi o thin& up a t thia tao 

would bo ._ry bd in n• ot tho taot that it h onl:y a little onr a 

aonth. tinoe tbt three ot ua &creed on tb.e atattMDt ia teheru. 

ROOSI!V!I.T 

Roloaood troa tba Whi to llouoo Map Rooa 

at m a, IW'r, •* 
capt&i.J:I, C.l. 

D!OLASS11IED 
By Dlputy A~1et or the 0.8 . 

B7 ~ · ep•t 
Da to I!DV 1 !.W 

- 1 -
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( Sl!X.:U kl'n • 

. ~ /.; ~'""'";! ./I 
?~dJp.}- I; ~ :ff/tj; 

Your 5)6. It 1a my understanding that 1n teheran U.J. waa 

asrood to plan tor eiaulte.neoutl Ruelie.n «tttlek on Eo1t.trn front. 

I do ~t bell eve t.ba t. we sboUd Mke &Q7 de.eiaioo now to 

com=andcra (Eiaenho~er and Wilson) have had tull opportunity . . 

MI.D.tilDe DO eo~~mun.lct.Uoo ehoul.d be lt.Qt to G.J. 01l t.hia n.bJect. 

D!Ot.ASSJ, I!:D 
By D•l"• ty ~lot o r the u.a. 

BY: ~ · ·t~ »atO gn 
.__-SECI!RITY 
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FRO !I Tht Pre alcttDt 
TO The h iM IUnilter 

S!!RIAL 
54&1 n.<ts 14 J&D. .... 

nATil/Till!l 14U:!O KCR 1644 OR FILII !UllmER 

TOR IIAP ROO!! -- ~ I V~A ·-·~ . SUllJECT Soopt aod tiaiD« ot OVJRI.ORD, 

ACTI ON 
J.Dnrera Plf•.POI'OS f6M, f Ju .... . 

!AMy p,.tputd d.r&tt I.I:II"TJ approftd by Preddent 14 Ju • • · 

~17Jt.:.-~.lk s~C. 

COPIES TO: 1)A'I'6' BY DIRECT! Otl OF' 

ACTIOII r.Ol!J'LRTE!h I PUF.lh Q,,,i.J . 
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1.4 J am&1'7 191J. 

,._, Opnav 

To : Aluaoa, Lor.bn 

PIRSlNAL AND t£ •• 11'lDNBIBJ!l\ W POR Tilt I'OI!IIEII NAVAL PEI!OO!I PlDI 

THE PRESIDEHI'. 

O!tice or .. Str ategic Services reports to mo, tht-oUBh their intelli­

gonoe che.nnela, the follOldng: 

l. That Von Papen learned air baeGe in Turkey would be ready 

by Pebru.ry fifteenth tor reecivine twenty United Nations air oquadrom 

and th&t in the event these aqu.adrona BO there, two progr8lllS celled 

•Accolade• atd •AnvU• 'WOUld be put into effect .a,nd; Allied su1:carlnes 

WOIIld be penal.ttcd to enter the Black S... 

2. 'fbat Ger.:oan "8"nta aeeul'O British reports on Turldsb-Brititb 

relatione. 

), 'fbat on llec..,.ber n1nth, llarehal Gru1an1 urged Hitler to 

hold Caaaino at any cost and that the time had come t.o try to throw ua 

back to the Sangro 'by a very large courrt.er-attack along the Adriatic. 

He claimed the Eighth Army ia ehort of reaervoo. 

This infom•t.ion cmea from. a ao«t but not sure aource. I lW 

aerel:r peaain& it on to )'I>U tor what it 1e ...,rth, 

II:>OSEY!LT 

iE8A!T 

• . d 
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n 
January 14, 1944. 

TO : FOR!ttR ::J..VAL Pk:RSO~: 

FRO:.!: THE PRLSIDE!IT 

Of!1ee of Stratcsic Services reports to ae, ~~h their 

intelligence channels, the followlnt: 

1. Tbl..t Von Papcn learned e!r beses 1n Turkey would 

be r eady by February fifteenth for rece iving twenty 

Ull:.1tod t:at!ona air squadrons and that 1n the event 

these squadrons GO there, two progra2s called 

11Accolade 11 and "Anvil" "''ould bo put into effE!ct and 

Allied sub!)S.rtnes Y~-ould be ~r:a1tted to en~r tNt 

alack Soa . 

2. 'n\at Ger!ian at:cnts secure Brttish reports on 

Tur~isk-British relAtions . 

). That on Dece:;ber ninth, !!Orshal Gl"a.t.1an1 urcod 

Hitler to hold Cassino at any cost and that the 

ti:ne had con:.e to try to throw us back. to the 

Sansro ~~ a very larc• counter-attack along ~he 

hdr 1ot1e . Ho claimod the Eighth Ar~ in nhort 

of reserves . 

This J.nforma tion con:.ca trout a "ood but not suro source . 

I aa gerely passir"" 1t on to you for what J,r is worth. 

"' ROOSEVELT 
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r: 
THE WHITE HOUSIE 

WASHINGTON 

Januur-; 1.4, 

;::;:IJRi--;;:;<J:J FOR 

AL:JIIUL i>RO\;Il 

Will you pleas<> show this 

memorandum f r om the Office of 

Stra t e&ic Services , t060t~er 
wi t h copy of 1rf1 mcssa&c t 

the ? . ;J ., to ~arshall? 

F. D. R. 
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Kip R0011: PaJ)ers 
~•ssa.~tes: lloosevelt-ChurchiU 
Jamary l9LL 

'lho followirc O!!ice ot Strategic Serrlces classlt1od docor.ent h 
closed: 

G. f.dvard Buo~on ~ Roosevelt, l/11'/LL a~tachod ~o Roosevelt to 
Churchill, 1/lL/hL 
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FRO!! the Pr .. ldeut TO Tho Prla llilllotor 

SBlHAL 442 
DA\'1! 14 J ... UU7 liiU 

IV. Tl!/1'1 Mil 141SS8 KCR 1447 
OR FI lJ! ~ltll!ER 

IOR I!S! RQ£!! - I VIA .ld:&lral 8ro• 

SU~JIJCt Ottioe ot Strate&1o Ser.toe 1Dtelllteaoe reporte . 

ACTION 
Prelldeat pre s-red !118Uat;t to PW troa Maora.lh1ua .. nt to bi:m. 

b:y o.s.a. 

J.rltwered by PM 1D hi • f648• 

. 

COPIES TO : DAT8: BY DIRP.CT!Oll OF: 
Oenerll M&nhall u J ... " Tbo Proo1401lt 

. 

ACTIO!I rOIIPIF.Jl!Dt I PIIF.Ih 

-·-·-
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17 JatJJary 1944 

From: Opnav 

To : Aluana, London 

FRao1 THE PR!SIDEJIT FOR THE FORliiR NAVAL Pfl!SON. PEROONAL AliD 

- · !liiiBD! 44). 
On Dec<eb<lr )1, 1943 ~alszar in an imemew 'ld.th the u. s. 

llinioter in Lisbon arreed to the use of Lasene Field, Terceira b7 

an American V.L. R. Squadron of Navy planee under British operational 

control. 

In a aubeoquent intervi.,. with the U. S. llinioter -on J amary 

l2, Salazar outed that upon reflection he eaMOt rrant permission 

tor the Navy Squadron to operete !rem Lagena. 

It you a,reo it 1a my desire to aond tho Squadron at an 

early date aa planned dioregardirw Salatar' a chanso of mind, tho 

Squadron to operate under British operational control as already 

opproved by the Combined Chiefs of Staff. 

In view of the fact that plana for the departure of our 

Squadron of plarulo oro C<lllj>lete do lot me boar !1'011 you. 

Released trom the White Houoo llap Room 
at 1125, Drr, 17 Januory 1944 

:::~=f 
Lieutenant, U.S.H.R. 

DIOLASSIFIZD 
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January J. 1944. 
--- .J tl ~ '"3. 

PRE~ ;fl ~ 
on Deee~ber 31 , lU43 Salazar in an interview 

Ttith tho u. s . t.!inister in Lisbon at;reed to the use of 

Lae ens Field, Tereoirn by on Amorloon 'c'. L.R. Squadron of lfovy 

rlonos under Bri t ish operatio:'lnl control. 

In a subsequent interview l'lith the U. S. 

Minister on Jam.:.ary 12, Salazar stotod thot upon reflec tion 

ho can not ~;rsnt permission for the Novy Squadron to operate 

from Ul;;ens . 

If you agree it is ay desire to seod the 

Squadron ot an early dote as plnnnod d1sro&ard1DE Salazar's 

ehanse of mind , tho Squadron to operate under British operational 

control as already approved by the Combined Chiefs of Staff. 

In vi ew of tho fact that plans !'or the departure 

or our Squnciron of plano• are comploto~,...;fo{,t,;;,pfi ~hia 
~'Ill>!" \. !:! 1 ~· ~''"" • /<u, 

R~·-~~/ 
<...;:--~ 

D!CLASSI7 IED 

By Dj;ty ~viot ot tbe O. S. 

By ~ ,,« 
Do te 4i 19n 
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\ 

FROll Tho Pretidont TO Tho Pri .. Xinittor 

SERIAL 
1443 

DATE 
17 JonU.., 1~ 

ll.',TB/TIM!i 
OR FILE !~ttO!ER 

TOR MJ.P ROO!! - I VIA --
SU!JJECT .U.r 1quadron1 to Asorea, 

ACTIO!! 
llet u~e prepared by Ac!airal Leah:YJ appro'l'ed by the Pr01ident1 

t ent to tho PM at 1121, 17 Jan. 

TontatiTolr ontnrod bf PM in hit 11647 , Para 2. 

Antwered by Pll in hit J\IM9, 19 Jan u . 

. 

COPIES TO: DATE: BY DIRECTION OF: 

. 

ACTIOlf CO!.JPI.F.TED: 

I 
PILRD : 

q,., . 
. . 
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19 Januar.r 1944 

From: Opnav 

To : Aluena, Lorw:lon. 

lllllll!R 444. PERSONAL AND- 00 THJI PRESIDENT FOR 'IHE FORIIBR 

NAVAL PERSON. 

Joe: 

Replyin;r to )'OUr llo. 545 I propose the following ...,&sage to Uncle 

QUOTE: With regard to the handing over to the Soviets of 

Itali an ohipping oaked for by the Soviet Ooverment at the !loscow 

conference and agreed to with you by uo 'both at Teheran we have rec-

eived a m<morandum by the Combined Chiefs of Staff contained in 

OW: i=ediotely following t.elegrM. For the reaeons set out in 

this memorana.... we think it. would be d&nc~oroua to our triple 

interests actually to carry out. eny transfer or to sa,y anything 

about it to the Italians until their cooperation is no longer ot 

op~rational 1~portonco. 

Nevertheleos, if after full consideration you deaire us to 

proceed, we will m.al<e a secret. approach to Badogllo with a view to 

concluding the neceooor-t orrangOl:lenta without their becoming 

generallY known to Italian !laval l'orceo. It in thia ""Y agre<r~ent 

could be reached, ouch arran;reme~to with Italian Naval authorities 

as were neceooary could be l ett to him. Theee arrangements ,.,uld 

have to be on the linea that Italian ehipo oelect.ed should be 

sailed to ouitable Allied port where they liOuld be collected by 

Ruasian crews who would s..U into Russian northern porta which are 

the on1J onoo now open where eny refitting neceuary would be 

- l -
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• • 
undertaken. 

We are, however, very conscious ot da.ngers of above courae 

for the reaoons we have laid before you ~nd we have, therefore, 

decided to propooe the following alternative, which, from tho military 

point of vi"", hu many advantages. 

The British bat tleship, Royal SovomBD, hoa recently oostploted 

refitting in tho U. S.A. Sbe 1o fitted 'ld.th Radar for all t)'!)Os 

of armament. The United States will make ono light cruiser avall­

able at approx!.mo tely the ""-"" tiJUe. 

His llajesty' s Goverrment and the United St ateo are willing for 

their port thot these vessels ohould bo taken over at British 

porto by Soviet crew• and sailed to North Ruooian ports. You 

could t.IM!n make ouch alterations ao you find necouary for Arct1c 

conditions . 

These veoaols would be tEOporarily tr&Niferred on loan to tho 

Soviet and would fiy the Soviet f latr until without prejudice to 

mill tory operations tho I talian vessels can be l!lade available. 

Hia llajooty' s Ooverrment and tho United States will each 

arral\l• to pronde 201000 tons of merchent ehipping to be o.vallable 

as soon aa practicable and until the Italian merchant ships can be 

obtained without prejudice to projected essential operations 

OVERLORD - AIIVIL. 

An et!ort will be l!lllde at onca to I!Uike availablo from the 

surrenc!erod Italian war ships 8 doatroyera and 4 submarines to be 

taken ove.r by the Sonot as soon as they can be ~~~&de avallable 

under conditions otated above tor tho Britioh and o. s. ahipa. 

- 2-
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- • • - This alternative has the advantage that the Soviet Governmort 

woul.d obtain the use of vessels at,a very ll!UCh earlier 'elate than if· 

they all had t o be refitted and re.ndered suitable for northern 

waters . Thus if our efforts should take a favorable turn with T>Jrks 

and the Straits become open these vessels would be ready to operate 

in the Black Sea. We hope you will very carefully consider this 

alternative which we thii>k is in every way superior to first proposal. 

UN:ll)OTE. 

It is my opinion that the Italian Government and the Italian Navy 

might not seriously object to join11'16 with uo in providil'l6 t he Soviet with 

ships 11 needed11 in the war effort. 

If we cannot get this contribution by I taly to the comnon ettort an 

alternative is suggested as follows : 

The British Navy furnish 8 destroyer escorts from the U. S. pro­

duction ldlich vessels are now in Halifax. or Bemuda waiting for 

crews. 

I do not know where we ean eet any sutmarines ·except from Italy, or 

possibly from the French Co:muttee of Liberation. 

It woul.d seem that even a beginning of the delivery of ships to 

Russia in the near future as sugt:ested above would meet the Soviet r&qUeet 

for early action on their Teheran uoieretanding of thi s problem. 

Released from the l'lhite ijuse llap Room 
at 1200, Eli'T, 19 Ja.nuary 1944 

Lieutenant, USNR 
- 3-

ROOSEVELT 

tho u.s. 
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January 1~, 1944 

PRESIDEIIT TO PRII!E: 

:IF J/4"/: 
Replying to your no . 545 ! propose the followlns 

message to cncle Joe : 

QUOTE : \'lith recard to tho handino; over t o the 

Soviets or Italian shipping oskod for by the Soviet 

Oovernr.~ont at the Nos cow oonfe1•enco and agr eed to with 

you by us both at Teheran wo hove recelvod a memoran­

dum by the Combined :hioi's or Storr conta i nod in our --. 
l.:n:nediotely follot1ing telegram. For the reasons set 

out in this gemorandum we think it would be dangerous 

to our triple interests actually to carry out ~~y 

transfer or to say anythin& about 1t to the Italians 

until their cooperation is no loncor of operational 

importance . 

Nevertheless , i f after full considerat ion you 

.; desire us to proceed, •no \7111 make o socrot approach .. 
~ to Bndoglio with a vie" to concludint; the necessary 

arrangements without their becoming generally known t o 

Italian lleval F'orces . It in this way a~;reement could 

be reached, such arrangfll:lents with Ital18n Uaval 

a~; thori ties es were nocouory could be left to hbo, 

These arrnn&ements would have to be on the lines that 

Italian ships selected should bo sailed to suitable 

Allied port -.he r o thay would bo collected by Russian 

crews wr.o r~o,.ld sn!l into Ru~Bi(ln northern por ts which 

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library 
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are the only onos now open where any refi ttine; necessar y 

would be undertaken. 

we are , however, ver·y conscious of dansors of 

above course for the ree.tons we have l aid before you and 

we have , t he r efore , decided to propose t h e following 

alternative, which, from the military point of view, ha s 

many advantages . 

The British battleship, Roya l Sovereign, has 

r ecently completed refi t ting in the U.S . A. She i s 

fitted wi th Radar for all types of armament . The 

Un1 ted states will mnke one light cruiser avo.1lable at 

npproxir.!Btely the same t ilr.e . 

His r<a jesty •s Gover nment and the United States 

are will in<: for their port that these vessels should be 

token ovar at Bri tish ports by Soviet c rews and soiled 

to llol•th Russian ports , You could then make s uch 

a l t erations as you find necessary for Ar c tic conditions . 

These vessels VIOuld be t emporarily transferred 

on loan to the Soviet and would fly t he Sovie t flag 

until without prejudice to militar y operat ions t he 

Italian vessels can be made available . 

His Majosty •s Government and t:-te Unit ed State s 

wi ll each arrange to pr ovide 20, 000 tons of merchant 

shipping to be a vailable as soon as practicable and 

until the Italian merchant shi ps can ba obtained 

without prejudi ce to projectod esse:1ti a l operations 

- 2 -
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OVERLCliD - A!iVIL. 

l
O.w"'~ '- An effort \Till be r.ade at once to make available • 

fror.t the surrendered I talian war ships 8 destr oyers and i•. t..J 
J..'t 

\ i 
4 submarines to be taken over by the Sovie t as soon as 

t hey con be made available ~~der conditions stated above 

for the British and v. s . ships . -- This alterna t ive has the advantage that the Soviet 

Gover nnent would obtain ~,e use or vessels at a very ~ch 

--

earlier date than if they all had to bo refitted and 

render ed sui table for northe r n rtat ors . Thus if our efforts 

should take n favorable turn with Turks and the Straits 

become open those vessels would be ready to operate in 

the Black Sea. V/o hope you vtill very carefUlly consider 

this alternotivo Which we think is in every way superior 

to fir st proposal. IDiQVOTE . 

It is my opinion the. t t he Ito lion Government and 

the Italian Havy micht not seriously object to j oining with us 

in pr ovidint; tho Soviet with ships "needed" in t ho war effort. 

If we can not get this contribution by I taly to 

the co~n effort an alternative is sugcested as follows: 

The British Navy furnish a dostroyor escorts from 

the v. s . production which vessels aro now in Hnl1fax or 

Dermudn wnl tin0 for crows. 

I do not ltnOYI whore wo c7&sot any 

oxcopt from Italy, or possibly from ~ French 

L1beratio:1. 

- 3 -

submarines 

Col'lmlittoe ot 
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It Ylould aeom that even a bot;inning of tho 

del ivery or ~hips to Russia in the noer future as 

suggested above would mee t t he Soviot roquest for 

early action on their Teheran undorstnnding or this 

problem, 

- 4 -
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FROM 
The Pl'elideat 

TO 
the Prime .llinitt er 

S3lliAL .... DATE 1g J..,~.,.1 u•• 
llATJO:/TIJIE 
OR P1 I.E l~llll!ER 

TOR ll~ ROON I VIA 
SUBJECT Tranaf"er ot lt&lian lhip8 to Ruut~ 

I ACT lOll Ananr e Pll f&45t which wa.a feterrod to A411.1 ral IAt.hy by 
FTeaident tor prep&r atioQ ot replf• Reply appro._d by Pre tident. 
eont to PM 19 Jan 44. 

U.we.red by PM' • 660. 

. 

COPI!S TOo 

~ 
'>A'fE1 BY DIRECi'JOll 0?1 t 

Nvf-1 ~,L ~ ~'t! !e ~ IJ..-tt./1 .f 1/w. ~ 

-

ACTIOJI C.ot'l'~J;TED : I Fl!Jmt 

• a, L_;, 11-:4, 
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PliiORI!f 

PROMo Opnu 
TO ' .Aluana. Londw 

Perao~:~al &Dd .-ltuaber 4:4-:i, troa the Prtdd.ent tor the 

toll""" o 

QUOTB. OUr Ca.binod Chlofo of Staff han • do tho followins 

poo1t1To roooa.andation with aupportins datao 

(a) fbe Prooont tl .. l o 1nopportano tor oftootlns tho tranoter 

ot oaptured Ita lle.n abipe 'beoa.uae ot pendi.fll. .UliecS operation•• 

( b) !o enforce the tr1.0ater at tbia ti• would ,...,,.. needed 

Ital11.J1 reaou.roee D<nr -.plorect 1a current operatioce , wcttld interfere 

with aoo l otanoo now bolas SlTon by Italian ropalr faoil1tioo, it .tsht 

oauoo tho oouttlins of Italian war ohipo and rooult in looo of I talian 

ooop<'l'ation thuo Joopar41dns OVERLORD and ,\11'/IL, 

(o) .t.t tho earUoot -•t pormttod by oporationo tho illpl-ntatlon 

of tho dolhory of Itali&~~ nuoh -., proooo4, UIIQlJOTI. 

Rolouod from tho 1lh1 to Boult Jlap Rooa 

at 1210, m, lt~uartJn 

OIORO II, KLSif, 
L1wt.a t , u.s.a . . 

ROOSIV!Lf 

~ 
- l -

DICLASS!PIID 

tho u.s. 
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t 
J&ttJ&ry 18, 1944 

!SIDEll!' TO PRDQ; 
w-;-

Your S4S. If you are in agreement with IllY t(l/tf it 1e 

sgested that •our i=ediately following tolegra:n" r eferred 

~ 
~be as tollows: 

c:uon: Our Combined Chiefs or Start have made the following 

positive rocoamendation •~th supporting data: 

(a} The Preeent t ime is .inopportune for effecting 

the transfer of captured Italian ahipa because of pending 

Allied operatiolUI . 

(b) To enforce the transfer at thie t ime •~uld 

remove needed Italian resources now employed in current 

operations, ""ul<i interfere with aaoiatanoe """ being 

ginn b7 Italian rapjdr tacilltiea, it ad.B)>t <:auoe the 

scuttling or ! tolian war ships and ruult in loes of Ital-

ian cooperation thus jeopardizing OVFJILORJ> and ANVIL. 

(c) At the earliest ..ent ~l'llitted b7 operations 

tha i.lopl:•ont&tion of tbo dollYU'J' or Italian ..... la M:l 

proceed. UNQUOTE. 
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PRO!( The Prlltieat 10 Tb• Prl.• Mi.o1• t.r 

SERIAL 
.. 5 DA1'E 19 J 011""ry l~U 

llAT!l/UMS 
OR PI 1.! N!Ttll!ER 

TOR MAP ROOM I VIA 

SUBJECT 'l'ra.n• f w ot lt.alia.a ahipa to Ruuh 

ACTIO~ .. ert PU l&t S •~1oh wae referred to A4airal Leah~ br Pret 1deat 
tor prtpar•t1on ot reply. Repl7 approved by Pret14tnt. tent to 
ex 19 Jan ••• 

An•••rt4 bx PM'• 680. 

. 

COPIES TOT OAT~h BY DJRECTIOU OFT 

-
ACTIOII r(l'PIJltl'.lh I"D.illh 
~ .. fLL . I 

' 

0690 



~· 

• 
19 Jonuary 191.4 

Froc: Opnav 

To : Al.qal\&1 London. 

NUIIBER 446 PERS:lNAL AND - PROII THE PR!SIDEIIT FOR l'HE 

FORIIER 'NAVAL PERS:l~. 

I am oo glad to learn fro111 )'Our ru~mber 547 of )'OUT safe 

return bcoe and that 1W he ve benefited b7 ,.,.,r a toy at Flower 

Vlla. Harry h oleo lllld.Qg st.e&d,y PT08l' .. S oo that I tllinlt 

we .may hope th.a.t all ot ua wUl be o•er our varloua COI!lplaiots 

in the near future. 

OOOSl'!Fl.T 

Released from tho ~bite House llap Rooa 
at 1200, Dlf, 19 January 1944 

L. IIAT!ID'ISON, 
Colonel, Oenoral Start. 

I 
I 

, 
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PRES!Dtlfl' TO PRIIIE 

I .,. oo pad t.o learn f.- your n=bar 54 7 of JI)Ur aate 

return '-• and t.hat you have lanetitod by rour sta:r at. 

Flowar Villa. Harr:r 1a abo =ald~ ot.e&d;r pro~rreos eo that. 

I thlric • • ""'¥ hope t.hat. all of uo will be over our •moue 

cozpla.lnt.a in the n•a.r tutur•. 

069 2 
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P0R TilE PRlll!l III !II STIR FROM ti!B PRBSIDI!n' , 

!8 A POSSIBLE CLUB TO ORIOIII PRAVDA STORY REPEl! tO YOOR IU.GIC 

OF D!CBIIBER 2S LAST JAJ.. IIOIIBBR 1M2 PART 0111 OP A fiiO PJ..RT IIBSSAO! , 

ROOS!VXLT 

Roloo oo4 trom tho Wbito Houoo Mop Rooa 
·~ 1816, !WT, 19 JODQ&r7 194 •• 

CHESTER C, WOOD, 
Capt&in. u.s. •·~· 

D~LASSI7UD 

11 Dt:)~ Arcbtvlot ot tho o.s. 
11 ·~~·¢ 
Date lW 1 19ZJ 

• 1 • 
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THE WHitt HOUSE 

I 
W"-'"INGTOH 

~# .. ..........- f ' ~' """-v 

~~~ 
~~ ~ -q;_ ~><-
~.C- ~ ~ 

: tFJ<+o~f:li- ~ 
'} ~ -...~ . L-r-~ 
~ l>'f-2.. tlw.7t- j_ 

.. rr&_-t-o~~ 
""'bo f..c .d' . 

R~4-
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22 January 1944 

From: Opnav 

To : Aluena, London 

!llliBER 447. PERSONAL AND $ 5 FRQI THE PRESIDENT FOR THE 

FOBIIER NAVAL PEitS:>N. 

lour SSO. I aeree to your ouggesUon that the following para­

graph in my 444 be omitted !rom ;your message to U.J. 

QUOTE: An· etrort 'ldll be made at once to lllllk• available from 

the surrendeN>d Italian war ah1ps eight destroyers and four sub­

mnrines to be taken over by the Soviet ea eoon ae they can be made 

aYail.able under conditione stated above tor the British and u. S. 

Please let me know when your message ia eent. and aek your 

Ambassador to intorm Harriman. 

Released froo> the ll'bite House llap Room at 
1100, EW'l', 22 Januel:")' 1944. 

L. IIATHtliSON, 
Colonel, General Stat! 

ROOSEVELT 

DI.CLASSt)IED : 1>!%m¢ of tho U.S. 

lla\e IID\l 1 19:71 

' 

' 

0695 



S.C. Fono No. 7 
~ ..... , ... 

HN7 

-.t. 
&ignal «:orp!, 1lnittb &tatt! armp 

J ANUARY 22, 1944 . 

1\'H I TE 1: (Hyde PArk) 

FRO'A ADM 1 RAL TO THE PRES 1 DENT: 

REFERRI~G TO PRIME'S 550 , THE FOLLOWING REPLY I S SliGGESTED 

FOR YOURCONSIDERATIO~ . 

PRESIDENT TO PRIME. YOUR 550. I AGREE TO YOUR SUGGESTION THAT 

THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPH IN MY 444 BE Ot\11 TTED FROM YOUR MESSAGE TO 

U. J . QUOTE AN EFFORT WI LL BE /.lADE AljJNCE TO MA~E AVA I LASLE FR0\4 THE 

SURRENDERED I TAL I AN WAR SH IPS E I GHT DESTROYERS AND FOUR SUBMARINES 

TO BE TAKEN OVER BY THE SOVI•yAs SOON AS THEY CAN BE MADE AVA I LA~ 

~NDEFlCONDI TI ONS STATED ABOVE FOR THE BR ITI SH AND U. S. SH I PS UIIQUO~ 
I • ;. 
PLEASE L ET ·~E KIIOW II'HE'f YOUR •AESSAGE I S SENT .AND ASK YOUR 

AIIBASSADOR TO INFORA HARRIMA'I. U~QUOTE o.lESSAOE. n~co.A••I)j/ 
IAAP ROOM NOTE! NUMBER 550 WAS SENT OVER TO THE PRES I DE'H 'S OFF'ICE 

YESTERDAY AFTERNOON ANO WE TH I NK HE HAD READ I T, IF NOT, OR IF HE IS 

NOT CLEAR ON I T , WE \'II LL SEND I T UP ON REQliEST. 

NOS I G. 

1400Z JAN 22/44 
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22 January 194~ 

WAllY TO PRl::SID!::!I':' : 

Roferrin;; to Primen !lo. 550, tho rollowing 

reply 1s 3lJbC&3ted ror your consideration: 

PRES IDEliT TO PlUME. 

Your 550 . I acreo to your SU«ceation that 

the rollowins parasraph in my 444 be omitted rrom 

your messa~e to C. J . 

QUOTE: An etrort ~ill be made at once to 

cake available rrom the surrendered Italian war 

ships eight destroyers and four submarines to be 

taken over by. the Soviot oa soon as they can be 

oado available under conditions stated above for 

tho British and U. s . ships . UliQUOT<: . 

Please let mo know whon your message is s ent 

and ask your Anbassador to 1nforn llarr1r.tan. 

DI CLASSITUII 
11'7 D'paty~:lot of lba U.S. 

By -"'\~1971 DaU,_;0!:oo_!.._.:.:..:~-----
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t t 

FROM The PJ>oaident TO The Prime ~nieter 

SERIAL ~7 DATE 22 JI.D .. 

OATB/TIME 221628 NCR 2741 
OR FILE tmli!ER 

TOR M.AP ROOM - I VIA --
SUBJECT Tranater ot Ital1au thipt to Smot 

ACTION 
Antwera PK f550 • . 
AboTo meaaage dratt•d. by Admiral LaahyJ aent to the Prtddtnt 

~t Hyde Park at 22/14COZ aa WBITI lJ apprOYtd by Preaident at 
22/1~4SZ in hit BLACK 11 tont to PK t t 22/1SOOZ (221628 RCR 27~1), 

4." " ,£... -:!t '?li;~. .S.S I . 

. 
COPIES TO: DATE z BY DIRECTI 0!1 OP : 

"i§O I%6LI '~l ~!Iii l. 

ACTION tCWPIM'ED: 

I 
FILF.D 1 

' ~" ~,i.. 
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22 January 1964 
PRIOR It! 

P'ROlA.t Opna't' 

TO a lluana. London 

lumber ... a. per•one.l and ••• , tor the Foraer Nava.l Per1on 

trOJA the Proddeut. 

Raply1ng to your 549, it appo&ra preferable to delay aanding 

our V . L.R. squadron to Lagena Field pending turthor aftorta to 

obtain Salasar'• agreement for the American tquadron to UIO the 

field under Britieh operational control. 

I hope )'OU oe euoo•ed 1D 1ntlllenoi:or; Sala u.r to porlldt your 

air oomaand in the Atorel to ut111t• in ita ant1• .ubmarine o~a1~ 

~ American equadron under Br1t1•h operational oootrol. 

ROOSEVELT 

Role ued hom the Wh1 te Bouae Map Rooa 
at 1&80, Ell'!' , 22 Jan 19". 

~s~ t he U.S . 

OGDE!I S. COLLIBS , 
LioutOD&nt ( jg), USBR 

- 1 -
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&ignal ~otps, 'llniteb &tates ~tmp 

JANUARY 22 , 1944 

IVKITE 4! (Byde Porlc) 

FROM LEAKY TO THE PRES IDENT! 

REFERRING TO PRI IjE'S NO. !149 IN I'IHICH HE SUGGESTS TI'AT THE 

AMER ICAN BOMSIIlO SQUADRON PREPARED FOR SERVICE IN AZORES SHOULD 

OPERATE AS A BR ITI SH UN IT IY ITH BRI TISH MARK INGS , ETC., I HAVE 

DISCUSSED THE PROPOSAL WITH KI NG WHO SAYS HE PREFERS TO USE THE 

SQUADRON ELSE?JHERE THAN FROM THE A <ORES RATHER THAN '.IASQUERADI NG 

AS A BR IT ISH SQUADRON , THE FOLLOW ING REPLY TO PRIME IS SUGGESTED 

FOR YOUR CO~SIDERATIO~; 

"PRES IDENT TO PRIME: REPLYING TO YOUR !149 IT AOPEARS PRE­

FERABLE TO DELAY SENDI NG OUR VLR SQUADRON TO LAGENS FIELD PEND ING 
' FURTHER EFFORTS TO OBTAIN SALAZAR ' S AGREEMENT FOR TKE AMERICAN 

SQUADRON TO USE THE FIELD UNJER BRITISH OPERATIONAL CO~TROL . • 

I HOPE YOU CAN SUCCEED IN INFLUENCING SALAZAR TO PERM IT YOUR 

AIR COMMAND IN THE AZORES TO UT ILIZE IN IT' S ANT I- SUBMARINE 

0700 



S.C.,.,_~ No.7" ---
· lerrluell at 

~ 

l 
Jil(gnal ~orps, ~nitell Jiltates ~nnp 

- 2-

CAAIPAIGN AH AMERICA• SQUADRO~ UNDt:ll BRITISH OPERATI~AL CONTROl. . ' 

NO S IC 

221640Z 
, r , 

Y•, j 
(- j ' 

' • '•1'¥ 
·f' t' l 
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... saw. 

TOR XAP RO<:Il 

$UtJECT J.1.r l que droaa to U or ... 

ACTION 

TO 

'VIA 

Na ... r • PM fMt, U J e U, e.op)' ot which wu C:h•t~ to A¢1dral 
~~Y to propar• reply. 

Drd1; r • ply .. at t.o the Proald.tat a\ Rycl:o hrk •• WBlfB 4o 1 

22/lMOt . t or hh appro-..11 BLACK. 2, Ult28t, sa.n Prod d..at•a 
approval J uat to Cit a t U/l9SOZ, .. 

~. 

,run. 

. . ... 
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tli"?l!f t • u 

~-u=~r «9, •••tncl penona.l. tor the torr.er Na.,.l Penon 

tro• the Preei dent. 

toc.r 652. 1 ,. &lad to at.y that tho Ar,;entbe piotun hu 

ch&Jl&td al..nee reoe1pt ot )'OUr t ele&r&."S ot J&r.w..,.y U. thh aond.q; 

with Germany before Saturday noon of th1• .. ek. At lone laet the 

Arcent1ne Government apparently baa auddonly d1t oovorod tha.t t he 

a M et ot operatioaa tor aott.-ttl .. dallc.rou.t both t o our c~ w.r 

effort ~d to the pt aot ot the ~riea.t. t think it 1• olear that 

an t ndea?or to t t ave ott moral &ncl poetiblt econ~o eanot1ona asainat 

her. Althou&h 1t 1• ot rea l ldlttary ad•antas• to have the German 

Eaban y Otlt o.t the "'1, Arcut1na rill bau to do .aoh aore 1D t.bt . 
-.y ot hooee ol ... llitl& or vadedr a:bh d--.ota and of o~lla.coe 

DICLASSO'tlD 
.., tltpu t tbt u.s. •rssaa - 1 -
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1aternal peace within ••••ral of the American ropubllOt• 

It you and I ehould rtfutt to deal ener~etioally with the 

tead to des troy 1Qter•A:tr1o&n eolld&rity and place the lower par~ 

or tbo continent 1a the power or elexente u~trlendly toUt. our 

trlondt there would lote faith Sn ua , 

that we hen had eorreotly dlapoud the dtu&tlcm a.nd t'hat Arc•,~­

tica would not han toucht 'oaok in the ,.y yw r .. rd. "al.aat t.be 

aotJ.oo • fdcb we ee.rlhr ooct.n(thted. we bdt .. e that \bat actloo 

dtvelopMnte . 

For the pn .. n·t, • • a re merely t .. utn,s a atattMnt to the 

etteot that •• are not reoocni&lnc the Bolivian Revolutloaary 

J\lnt.a.. J. e1•1l• r ttatnent f'rooa y010 • wld 'be uu tul. 
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(In reply to t he Pri=e H1n1.etor1 a meaaage to t he Pre01de nt 
~~52) 

J'&nu&r)' 2 4, 1944.. 

TO TilE PRII!E l!IIIISTER: .:JJ-.fl'f 

I am gl ad to eay that tho Argentln$ ptotur-e Ma eh4nged 

since Noelpt ot your telegru ot January twent7-th1r4 . th11 

trornlng our .k:bal8a4or l n Bueno• At.re• t ·elepboned urgentlJ t hac 

the Argentine Government gave ita aolemn word ot honor that it 

would break relAtione with GGN&nJ botore Saturday noon ot th1a 

v eelt. At long ~It the Argentino Oovern:~ent a pparently baa 

suddenly dlecovered t 'hat the German £zab$stJ 1a oarrylng on 

espionage and aubvorG1Ve act1V1t1oe 1n flagrant violation ot 

Aasuranoea made to the Argentino Oovernoent . 

The eonteapl&ted Argent1nt acti on 11 oonvinoing p~t 

that what I bave been aay1ng all along i t correct , na:ely • 

thnt Argentina 1e a baee ot operAtions tor actlvltlea dangoroue~ 

'both to our couon wo.r ettort and to the peace ot the Amorloo.a. 

I think 1t 1& clear that tb) Ar~nt1nae got word ot vhat wa1 

up and are taking t hll action in an endeavor to atave ott ~ral 

and poee lble economio aanctlona OgA1nat her. Although 1t 11 

ot real m111tary a4•ant•&e to have the Gena•n Dlbaeey out ot 

the wq , Argentina wUl bave to 4o IIU.Ch moN i n tbe V&7 ot 

houeooleanl ng of undea1rable elem•nta a~ ot ooapllance with 

her i ntor·Amer loan oomm1tmente t o convince =• ot the elncerity 

ot hor oonvara1on. Now 11 tho t1.111t tor ue to preea torvard 

and 1n111t that Argent1na put. an end to the enc.ourage:ent ot 

elnlater aot1vlt1ee that eenace t ha conduct ot the war and 

internal peace with in oeveral ot the American RepUblica. 

,. ... 
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It you an4 t ehould rotueo to deal energetleallt 

wlth the a1tuat1on, tho eubverel•e forces ln Argenti na and 

eltowhore would construe t hla dO a backward atop nnd would 

be greatly heartened. Thle would proJudloe our Joint war 

ettort. In add1Uon 1t vou~d und to destroy 1ntel"'-A:Ier1o.an 

eol l da.rlty and place the lower part of t 'he Cont1nent in tho 

power ot clecenta unfriendly to ue. Our trlonde t here would 

lose talth 1n ua . 

Argen tlna• a pt~esent v1ll1.n.gnesa to break vlth Ger=any 

ehow• t~t we here hAd correctly diagnosed t he eltuatlon and 

that Aroc ntlnn would not Mvo fought ba.ck in the way you teared 

agalnet the action vhloh we earlier contemplAted. We believe 

that thla action toaetMr vu:b &l'l7 a aeletance vhloh you cay 

be willing t o render thould not be abandoned but cerely held 

in abeyance pending dovol opmentn. 

For the preeent, ve are mere1y 111u1ng a statement 

to the effect thAt ve are not recognU1n.g the 8ol1•1a n re• olut1one,:7 

Junta, A aimll&r etatcaent froo you 100ul d be ueet ul. 
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DEPIIRt'MENT OF STATE 
I 1 

THE SECRETARY 

l.:ap Roo:~ 

Tho Tr1lte t:ouao 

Tho tollovd.nc moooaao hao boen dpproved by 

Prcoidont Roo3Cvclt t.o bo oont to Prime li1n1etor \'llnaton 

Churchill : ~- ¥<I 'I 

QIIOO'E . --· 

) 

I &:l &lad to ••1 
chL~ed since roeolpt 

that tho Arsent1no pte turo hae 

or rour tolov"" or Janua,.,. 23 . ( ;rz..) 
1' tlo morning our Anbataador ln Buenos A! :rea tolophonecl 

urcontly that tho ArGentino Oovor~ent cove lto ooloon 

word or honor t~wt it vrO\tld br<lo.lc rclo.tlona tt1 th oomany 

botoro Saturday noon or t\tio woelt . At long lo.at tho 

Arco~t1ne Oovcrru::tont apparently h as suddenly dhcovorod. 

thet t.he Cer:an ~aoay 1o oarrylnt on e:..plonaao m4 aub­

voralvo actlvitloa tn flaarent violatl~~ ot aaauranooa 

mado to t~e Argentino oovorncont. 

The conte~platod Arso~t1no nctl~n 1a convtnclno 

proot th.nt Ythat I have boen aCLyln,t; all alonu h corroct , 

nnmoly • t hnt Argant1nA 10 o. baoo of oporat1ono tor 

act1vlt1oa do.~oroua 'both to our common war ottort 11nd. 

to t!lo peace or tho Acor1oas . I think 1 t 11 cloor thAt 

:r '' •Sili!U tho 
~~~ l-pt.. t.u .... 1·11-71 

s1 M/ifa .... FEB H 1972 

- _, 
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the Arcent1!"1cs cot word or vhct was up and a.ro tal:S.nG 

thlo &ct.1::m 1n an ondoavor t o at.a\·e otr noral and poaalble 

econoolc sanctions ac a tnet her . Alt~~ it la o! roal 

a1l!.ta.r:- o.dvo.:ntoc:o to ha.vo t ho Gerr..a.n Ebba:ss1 out ot t l".e 

way, Arecnt!no will havo to do ouch r.-.oro ln tho t.ny of 

houae clea..'\lng or unt'loliro.'ble ele1~nts m d ot oornpl1nneo 

with hor lntor-~crican co~tcont3 to convtnco no or 

tho alncor1ty of ho1• oonvoralon . l:ow l:s the tit.'lo tor us 

to p~ss rorwa~ ~~d ~nalat that Arcent1!"1& put An on4 to 

tbc cncou:-age!!'.e!"'t or 11n1ator oetlrlt!.c:s t~..ct Mnaoe the 

conduct or tho nr and · ntomol ponce -:r1 thln acvor'&l of 

tho Anerlc~~ re ubl1ce . 

It you a~d I ohould rotuoo to deal onorectlcally 

with t:"lc 3l.tunt1on , tho uubverdve for co$ in Arsontlno. 

and elaowhoro would conatr•uo t:1is as a baolmarc! atop ond 

would be s~catly hoartonod . This •ould pr6jud1co our 

jo!nt war orrort. tn oddltlon~ 1t would tond to 4oatroy 

1ntor-A:::ier1ean aolldar1 t:7 llld ple.ee the lower part or tho 

continent !n the powor or olacents unrr!ondly to ~• · Our 

trlende thoro wo~ld looo faith in us . 

Arsontlnn •s prooont willingness to broak with Oornnny 

ahowt th.l\t l'!O hore hod corrootl y tU..ngnoood the 81 tuo. t1on 

and thnt ArgentinA would not hove foucht book in tho tta)' 

y~u 1'oo.~d. o..ca1nat tho a.ctlon Whleh T10 carllor contooplatod. 

~. bollovo that that action tosot~~r ~tth any aaalatance 

which 
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w~oh you any !:>c willing to render a:1ould not be abandoned 

but coroly held in abeyance pondl~ dovolo~nts . 

For tho present , we are noroly 1aau1nc a stntetlont 

to t!\e effect tho.t \70 a:-c :>ot roeo(;rl1zln(l t,c Bolivian 

Revolutionary Junta . A oimilar atRtcnont froM you \7ould 

bo uooful. F.llD QUOTE. 

C.. I-L 
...... ..... 7/-. 

S : CH 

-~oJ,j, __ _ 
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FROlt The Pr .. Ueftt TO Tbe Pri• Miuhter 0 

S!:RIAL ... DATE 24 J a.cut.ry 15« 

llAT?./TIMB 
0!1 PI LB "'IUN:It 

TOR lW' 11()(11 -- lvu 
SU~J!C'I Ar,;eatln. dt\l.eti.oo. 

0 

AC'flOII 
An• .. r • PM 4662, 2~ JaD •• , Gopy of whlch ... ••nt to th~ 

S1or•t.ry ot Stato. 
I 

Mr. Jtusb .. ot Stat. Det:art:•at .. nt to t.he llap P.CM:dll the 
tr&.tt ot uplJ, ·~ that it: ha4 b .. D 01'4 by t.be PteddeDt I 
by p1\oM ooour ... tloD be-.•n llll u fllally u 4 hi.an l f ( Xr. ftu-&h u ) . 
S-at te CR at 20$5 , prr, 

I 
.u.-..red bz PM' • f666, 21 Jaa 44. • 

r 

COPl!S t01 !l..t.'l'£1 BY DlRECil05 OF: 

0 

0 

ACTIOH C'Ol'PI2.Tiro1 I ru.v.n, 

~.~-.. ~ 
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l'l!Olh OPIA V 

TO t ALUSJU. , LOIIDOB 

liVIIB!R t SO, ~ AIID PBRSOMAL, FOR Till: l'(illiiER NAVAL PBRSOB 
Flff/>1 

- 1"H!i PRBSI DBHT , 

TIWIX YOU FOR YOUR PJ.RJ, 6, NO, 545J NO, GU 1 AND 665, 

ROOSBVILT 

DICLASSIJIID 

:: 0~~;ik or the u.s. 

Dote J.ltV 1 1!71 : 

Rel•u•d. tr• the White Bou•• W..p Rooa ot 1240, IWT , 25~J .. u1; ~19«. 
0 K. Bl.S , 

Lieu ct, tJ.S .R • 

.... 
• 1 • , 
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l'ROI< Tht Pru1d~t TO The Prlat JdDht.,. 

SE~J.U. 410 DArK 2.6 Ju 44 

llAtF/TliCI 
OR flL£ l"f!t'!ER 2S/l72Z . .. ~ZOt 

-- I VIA --toR ~.AI' 110<* 
SU!JilC'r 0 Aok:Aowlt4,_..nt ot PX 1 Pua ' • f64& (ltalhD albJt.tiCI'I)J f&&s 

(Rehnt1on o r 8adocUo and lin«h and 1'666 (Ar&entlae dtuatioA). 

ACTION 
Antwer• Para 6, 1&• 5 (Th1e wa1 a "ma~1o* moteago, and wa• oot 

trane•itted by ut ual ~nolt.)J f65&, and tess. 

Adaird Leahy, in lUUrB U , 25/UUt. ev.u .. ted that the abo•• 
PM . .... , .. 'M ae-bowl•d&• d without oo-..t. the Pruidct e,;~proYed 
1a hh IU.Cl 6, 2-5/lezu. Sut to ca at t MOt . 

Qu .. tlOD OOKI 1111Q& Pan. 5 f)l f.&U &t'O .. la ~ad &U .. C:I 

ha Loac1oD, 2-5 Ju 44. For exph.ot.tloD, '" ae:~c;ra.qcJim •ttach~ 
to· \hi t .. uv•• 

COPI!S 'f01 Bl DIP&cllO:i 0?: 

.__ 

ACTI OII C(»'PI.F,TEOo Fl!J:llo 

~~~· ~~~~=b=·-·&=-========~============~~· ~·==· - - -
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27 JonU&Jy 1944 

From: Opnav 

To : Alu.ena, London. 

!tJIIBER 451. PERSONAL AND ···?~Rill THE PRESIDENT FCII 1HE FO.ItiER 

NAVAL PERSON. 

Re~yiqt to ;row- ~~. I u IU.i!U:r ;>leas ed with Anthony' a atateoont. 

about Bolivia. I ""' d.U,hted to bave :rour and hie support. 

No'" that Argentina haa broken relatioM with Germany and Japan, I 

tru.at '"" can both proas torwiU'd with t he Argontin6 Oovornmont to bring 

about ll.lll cooperation by Argentina in the Ollpproaeion ot activities 

1nl.m1cal. to the cauao ot tho United Nations. 

Released tro" tho llbita Houoo llap Room 
at 1430, FliT, 27 Jam&ry 1944 

1« . ~ E II. !LSEr 
enant, USHR 
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$.C. kwM No.7 
· - .... I'NIII 

t 
a.ignal ~otp~, 1tntteb a.tatt~ ~tmp 

Bwtueb ut 

F"m>S-1'!1f ,; Z:t JANUARY 27 , 1944. 

O>iiTE 26: (~• Pvk) 

TO THE PRESIJEIIT FRO-A AD<. LEAHY: 

IN REPLY TO BLACK NUMBER SIX THE FOLLOnl~~ IS I~ REPLY. 

FOLLO\"II NO REPLY TO PR IME'S ~~6, (WHITE 22) I S SU8.diTTED FO!I YOIIR 

CONS I DERAT I ON , STATE DEPARTMENT APPROVES AND SUOO~~ THF. SECOND 

P ARAORAPH PRES I DENT TO PR IME REPl VI NG TO YOUR 5SB I A~ HI OHL.Y / ~ / 
} A- .1,_4..£V,A /~ Mo--.. 

PLEASED WITH ANTROIIV0S STATEIIENT ABOUT BOLI VI A. if- HEL~FUL 't.'-._/ .<.. 
SUPPORT, f .._ HI L$ u arrrp 1$ QPP'K81AT!!r. -

h'011' THA,/ARGEIJTINA HAS BROKEN RELATIONS Ill TH GERYANY A•D JAPAN, 
/t,:r~""' ~. t.--7'£'- · 

I \IQQ' t Q!:I If""'TIIIT k -.PRESS F~WAAD WliH T"tE ARQ(JtTINE OOY~RNMENT 

TO BR I NG ABO\IT FUL~ COOPERATION BY ARGENTINA IN THE SUPPR~SS I ON OF 

ACTI VIT I ES III IIAICAL TO THE CAUSE OF THE UNITED NATI ONS . 

NOS IO. 

271450Z . 
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27 Jo11\10ry 19M 

lllllfE :26 IN Rll'I.Y TO BLAat 6 

LYAHY TO PRY.SlllDfl': 

1'ho tol.l<od.na ...,17 1<1 ,...,., o SS6 ('IIIGft 22) h ... ~om•l.od 

tor 7fJ'IJT conald.erat.ion. St.t.o ~nt. A})PJ'O'f'U -.net w,uea\e 

\.M ••cond pra.n.c1'epb.: 

PRESIDVlf TO Plllla: cif/.51 

R!PI.fi:.IJ 10 !OOR SS6, I a h1ghl7 plo•ood wi.'bf .j, J 

~nt~··~t~vto. ~.!b:.,:tf'r---
1 " ' P;>ort ' n *b' • " t 1o uppteclat ad. 

How tMt. Argenti~roken nl~~ne~ 

Oormany an:1 J &f)&n, I "C(;II' 
0

;(Jt4 .... '~ !:' weLpreoa tor-

wa.r<l .tt.h t.he Argettt.ine Government t.o brin, abo.l.t 

t\lll cooperation b)' Arg~nt.1M ln the au~reulon ot 

aot.S:Yit.ioe iniad.C.U to tbe cause ot t.be Unlt.t<l 

Hat.iona. 

iflil~ 
- 1 -
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THE WHITE. HOUSE • 

WASHINGTON 

26 January l~44 

The President. ha.' cU.reot ed that the~ 

attaehed roe3eage be referred to you tor pre­

paration ot a reply in ~;oordln.at.ion ldth 

1 l :ocl .. 
PU• POT'US f656 

or tbo IJ.S. 

nllU:Il 
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• 
O.EPARTMENT OF STATE 

~I'JUI\1.....,......,.. 

t 

OFFICE OF AMERICAN REPUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Janua~ 26, 1944. 

MEMORANDUM FOR ADIIIIRAL LEAHY 

It ia auggeated tbat a reply along the tollowing 

linea be made to the Prime Minister's message to the 

President with· regard to Anthony Eden's declaration in 

the Houee ot Commons on Bolivia: 

"I thought that Eden's statement on Bolivia 

was excellent. I am most gratetul to you tor 

your cooperation. /How that Argentina baa broken 

relations with Germe.n;y and Japan, I urge again 

that we prosa torward with tho Argentine Govern­

ment to bring about tull cooperation by Argentina 

in the auppreaaion or activities inimical to the 

cause ot the United Rations./ 

For your intormation I attach hereto a cable tram 

our Embassy at London transmitting the text ot Mr. Eden 1 a 

statement. 
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LO 

Seerotnry of State , 

\".o ohington . 

666, 25th 

, 
tendon 

Dated Jcnucry 25, 1944 

Roo •d 3:05 p .m. 

Following i s the t ext of tho otctomont modo 1>y Hr . 

Edon 1n tho House ot Comnons this morning in reply to 

a Qu•ation concerning Bolivi~: 

"On !>Gcem1>cr 20, 19~ the Bolivian Oovornunt , under 

Gonor~l Pon~rtnda, which hod doolerod ncr on Oormnny end 

signed the United :latlons doclorctiona &Ol:le months 
' 

previously , \7Cs cverthro,.m by torco, end replaced by D 

rovolutionory Junto . In formntion v:hioh 1s ovoilc1>lo 

to ua ind i cctos that this development woo connected wi t h 

CCtivit ios of SU1>VCrSiVO gro upo hootile to the COUSe Of 

tho Un itod uat1ons , r1h1eh oro ot work in tho riostorh 

Jlomiaphoro . His tlojcsty •a Govornmont hcvo boon 1n tho 

oloacat oonault~tion on this oubjoot with tho UnltGd 

Stctoo Government . Hia ~ejeaty•a Govornmont in the 

United Blngdom do not ~ecogn i to tho Junto oa the leg~l 

government of 
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- 2 - t·666, 25tp. , from London 

government of Bolivia . His Hojosty •s 1!1nieter des1611otod 

to La Paz will not therefor e n ow procood to take u;> hie 

post . 

The Governments of the Uni t ed $tctos, Brazil, Costa 

Rico , CUba, Uruguoy nnd Venezuela hovo oll d oclorod 

officially thct thoy do not recogn i ze tho rovol~tioncry 

Juntc o.t Lo Poz" . 

/. membor oskod if British Govornmont 11ould tako not 

only diplo~otic notion, but samo economic action o.s 

Uni tc.d Stc t os towards Bolivia . i!r . Edon replied: " U 

you will look ot tho ons\7cr, you will a co wo ere 1n step 

with the United St:>tcs oovornt~ont" . :.skod by another 

l:lember 1f thor o •tcsfllscist infiltra tion through the 

Gormcn Elnboesy in Spain, c.nd whothor ho would "rind out 

who.t wcs boing dono not mor ely in Bolivia but in othor 

pc.rts , including Urugucy end BrczU", lir . Eden said: 

"Tl:lere oro no Gor man ~bcssios in Ur uguay or Drnzil , but 

there is a Gorman Embassy in South .. moricc . I hope ono 

day wo shall soo that so . ' hen the>t ho!)pone I th:u>t: 

the position will improve" . :.nsworing e>n inquiry c.s to 

whether tho Fclongists r1ore activo in all South :.moricon 

countries, Foreign Socrotory said ho boliovod those .. 
cctiv1t1oa woro boing organized in tho moin by Gor~cn 

e>gents . 

i/IN:.NT 

BB 
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FROII 

SBRIAL •at DA:B 21 J u U 

llATJl/TliS 
OR PILE NIIIJI!£R 2110.~ ICR 86?8 

TOR l!AP ROOll 

SUBJllGT Arsontl.oo OJid 8olh1.•• o1tuat1oa. 

ACTION 
.An1'"re PM ~68, wh1oh n.• aent to the Pruident at 8)'4• Park 

•• mH ZZ, HI st. Pru1deot, b~ hi l BUCK a, 281MO.t, cUreoted 
!Mil&.&• l>t reterred to Admiral IA&hy u 4 Seo ot State tor prepvatiOQ 
ot reply. 

Ur.rt rt plJ prepared b7 ~ Le~1 teat to the Pret ideat aa 
11111!1 za, znnoz1 •pp,. .. 4 b)' Pru14oat with &lnor •b&a&•• 1a 
aun 1 , znauz, ·~at to 1'11 at 2710.l!l. 

COPIES TO r DATE• BY DIRECTl OJI OP 1 

PIUiD1 
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Fro111: Opnav 

To : Alusne., London 

WliBER 452. PEltSOIW. AND ••• 

FO~ NAVAL PERroN. 

FllOil THE PRESIDENT FOR THE 

Your 554. Harry 1e l.Japroving sl""lO' !ollcmiQg a severe attaek of 

influenza. This however wae co=plicated by a recurrence of his old 

digestive distur'oance. I hope he will be on deck again i n a month 's 

t ime, but it ie a alow job. 

Raleaeed fra> the lihUe Houae llap R00111 
at 1735, Ell7, 29 January 1944. 

L. !lATHEWSON, 
Colonel, General Starr . 

OOOSEVELT 

DICLAS&l1IED 

By P:l~thf;hl~f: t of tho U.S. 

B:J' ID~~--D!{ l!m 
Dateo...:::~--------
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S. C. Fo<m No. 7 
lllt'WIM4 ,_ ..... 

I'~ I TE 1!~ : 

1 
&ignal ·~orp~. 1tnittb &tate~ ~tm!' 

JANUARY 25 , 1 ~44. 

TO THE PRES I DENT FROM A!l:A I RAL BRO''•N : 

THE FOLLOI,ING HAS BEEN RECEJIIED FROM THE PR I 'AE IA INISTER, NU'>IBER 

554. I SHOULD BE GRATEFUL FORMORE N'OI''S OF' HARRY . AD!ol l 'lAL ,JCI'lTinE 

SUGGF.:STS THE FOLLOWI NG REP Y. t~RR'f ~!@I II 18 IS IMPROV ING SLOI"LY 
(Lo.>~-

FOLLOI''IIlG ASEVERE ATTACK F' INFLUENZ A, Tji i S IliA$ ~OMPLICATED BY._ 
""' " "'_."" (' · ~,,_ ") ·A,. j ,.(,( t.., ,. •;Y/ &.t_ ,!'l,l)t.//,,~ I) /} ,,, 

DIOEST IIIE DISTllfiSNlCE . IN A 

I' MONTH'S T IIA).o (,..j-;;r- ~ A• , .(;,,, );,t ~.;:;.~(;..,~ 

NOS I G. 
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FROJL The PrelidM:~t 10 the Prt .. lUoiatw 

SERIAL 
45Z 

DATE 29 Ja.n 44 

llATF/Tli!E -
Ol! PI I.E !JI!Jl!ER 

TOR l!:!l ROOM -- I VlA --
SUBJECT RopkiDI' Sll.c•••· 

ACTIOll 
Ane-..r t P.M 554, 'tlbtol waa .. nt to Hyde Parle 11 UJtE 

18, Z3/1&48Z, EO&etber with • uu••t.d reply prtpe.rtd by 
Acta1 rU Moltatire. 

ApproTt4 by Prteldtnt upon hi• return to Wa1hlngton, 
28 Ja.o 44 1 rlth llinor oh.a.n&et, IIDd .. Qt to PW I t Ulls&Z. 

a. . ! · '-4 (/")r ..:- ..L- "".ss-t 

CO? IF.S 1'0t DATEo BY l>lRJoXTIO!l OFI 

. 
. 

AC!ION r<»'J'J.F.TI!I)t I FILZDo 

?fi.J,:u' 
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n 

29 J aruary 1944 

Fr<Xll: Opnav 

To : Aluana, London 

MliiBE!! 45J. Pl!aSONAL ANJI •• I 1'11011 niE PRESIDEliT FOR Th"E PO!llLER 

NAVAL Plil!SON. 

I should be vef7 much interested in hearin;r about your tall< with 

General DeGaulle at llarr~och. 

Roleaeed trom tho White House llap Room at 
1735, EWI', 29 J&""*l7 1944. 

• I 

L. YATHEWSOM, 
Col onel , Genorol Sta.tf. 

ROOSEVELT 
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S. C. Fen. No. 7 ............... 

Butlntll at 

WH I TE 24 : 

t \ 
&ignal «:otps, tinittb 6tatt5 annp 

JANUARY 26, 1944 

FROM ADM 1 RAL BROWN TO THE PRES 1 DENT: 

MR. HOPK I NS HAS SUGGESTED THAT YOU MIGHT WISH TO SEND THE 

FOLLOI'IING MESSAGE TO THE PRIME I~HliSTER. 

qi.IOTU SHOULD 8E VERY :.IUCH 1 HTERESTED IN HEARl NG A90UT YOUR 

TALK WITH GENERAL DE GAULLE AT MAf!RAKf:.C.;;,Uqt;OIE. 

NOS IG.f?~ 

2621 44Z. 

. -
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F1l0ll The PreddeDt TO tho Prtm. Klniate r 

SERIAL 4&a llA\'E u J&J> u. 
nAT~/TIMll 
OR PILE '"'l.!l'.ER 

TOR I!J.P ROCII lvu 
SURJECT Converaa.tiono bet .. ea Churohlll Md 1)e G•ulle at lt&rrakooh. 

ACT IOS 
Wtttlgo given to Lt. Elaey by wr. Hopkiua tor tr&DI~ttion 

to the Pretidtnt at Bydt Park tor hla appra.al. Suggetted ~ 
to PM .. n to lyde PaJ'k u liHl!'l 24. 24/n••-z. Preaide~o~ 
appro .. d u-pO!!: hie retum to 1fuhJag-toa , 29 J&ra u. Sent to 
tho FN at t92135Z. 

~· .. .£. ~ 7',fl~ .$'S?. 

COPIES TO: JlATSt BY DIJlECTIO~I 01': 

ACTIO!! COl'l'U:TllD: I F'It..En r 

,;;;!;, .. l.U.~~ ... Ctz:. 
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Bib. IE I 
29 Jt.nut..ry 194.4 

OP PRIORITY 

now, Opna• 
TO Al'4m&. l..cmdoo 

liVIIBilt 454 , PERSCSAL .IJ!D ... , PROII 'I'I!E PRESIDI!!IT TOR Tl!B 

FORIII:R NAVAL PERSON, 

Open.tione of the Air frmtport line tro:"D India. into Chin& o:w6. 

ot n,orous a.Dac,eaent ot t.he lUet ot oocam.hatiaa. Etf'orta on the 

part ot the c1YilS&D ~agement tor ir.provement have prodYC id disap-

pointin.g reeulta .,.hiol\ ve now dirootly a.n4 adversely atteottn.g tho 

a-upport of' u .s. fir torott 1n Chiaa ai & critical ~nt. Up to the 

.. prt .. .ct tbe, atepa l eadJnt to lliU~ry control h&•• Mea tr-u.itl.,., 

except tor tho aocoptanco of AmerioaD ~ailway ~&ttallont on Bengal• 

Att&a Rt..tlroad. Thett troop• are now protreeatvely takias over port1one 

ot that 11De. Thit, however, baa not prevented a breakdown elt.-htrt 

w the l~et ot ccc::a.uUo.ation lllhioh hat put three ot our China Air ftf"r'1 

titlda in Aat&D out ot action beoauee or lack or aviation gatol ioe. 

Con&eat1on be&in-a in Calcutta 1holt llltloro uny veuoh a.re aor ioualy 

del•)'•d. through h.ok or ef'f'ective coord.lnt.ti~ OODtrol O'rtr th.e aotiT• 

I teol tba.t ool.:y your peuonal l.ntnnntion will aecure the pra.pt 

adoption ot t hoae toroetul me•auree ~ioh are eaeential to auoceaa in 

port into Au -u,. I ar,e that all ot the 11n .. ot cc::..taia.tiOD, t'J'oe 

Calcutta lno.lua1.,., into Au aa be pl•oed at once under 1\111 ailit&TJ 

OIOLA88IJII1> ·oro: :c By '~~~rob1::-t ot the 

~ \IJ::)ltW ~&I 
U.$. 

- 1 -
~"·------------------
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oo4trol and that ottiotre of outatandinc ooapetenoe who will tolerate 

neither failure no~ delay be aaai&ned to th1e work. Tbe Uait• d Stat e• 

etanda r eady to &llil t in turnithin& expert poreonnel ahould you deeirt 

thie. J aa sure that Wo\mtbatten would as,.ree that the t1tuat1on 11 

aerlou.a. 

Releaeed from tht Wblte BCJI.III Map Rooa 
at 1815, BWT , 29 Ja»uary 1944. 

~~ 
Captain • C . B. 

ROOSBVBLt 

DlliCLASSif lED 

97 D:~~viot ot tho u.s . 
• ,. ~l tllt 
lMI\ 1 ov 1 1971 

0729 



.. ... . . 

WAR DVAATM&NT 

niE CHIEF OF" STA" 

WASH INCJTON 

• 

~ Jan11<1ry 1944 

Subjocta Jl'ai.lnre of Calcutt.-4ao&m Line of 
Co-namf cations. 

'l'lle ail>lati.on on the Calcutt.-A.ooam Line ot 
Cocmun:l.cationo feedin& our baooe in Nortboaot India 
is precarious , CivU aclmiJ'tUtration directs and oontrolo 
all transportation in India. 'tho Indian 1Uthor1 ties have 
faUod to operate the """""' at their disposal officiant.l;)', 
the Port of Calcutta is tied up, tho broad gtuge railroad 
oonnooting Bengal Yi th »•am lias boan interrupted, the 
barge lines moot inoxpert.l;y handl.od. 

.t.t thia t1:De three of our .t.1r Tranoport Coi:Cial>d 
fial.da in A.o8.,. are wi.thout gas, ~ operationa have 
been diaoontinled !ro:s those fial.da, IA9als of oupply 
are at a dangero..aly low l""ol at all baoea in »•am. 

111lltal7 oontrol or Calcutta...»•• Linea or 
Coo::unic&tiono is the only solution to this problea. 
Both British and u.s. m:Uital7 in India han boon p....,sine 
tor this to no avail, 'l'lle probl""' bas also been preaanted 
to llarsbal Dill. 

It ia therefore ~ reoolliWldation that 70\1 toke this 
mattar up with the Prime l!ini8ter, .t. proposed 1:1888~0 is 
attached, 
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fmMFZ' aeaaage tor the PriM ll1Aiater from the Prta1d,ent 

-u/s~ :; t 9- ./J · 
Operationa of the .Ur Tra~>.~port 1m. fro• lDd1a 111to Cb.i.Dt. 

and operations 111 lluru ban, .troa the outaat, been eabouTuaed b7 a 

lack or Tigoroua ...... ,eaent of thO l 111oo of COIIliWiication. !fforta 

on th.e part of tba c1Tilian aansgomont tor iapronaont bave produced 

d1aappo111ting reaulta which are now directly and adnraoly affoctin( 

tba support of u. s . air torceo in Chia& at a critical ....,,.t. Up to 

tba pr .. ont tiao, otapo laading to allitary control ban boon fruit­

lose azoopt tor tho occoptaneo or ~oriean railway battaliona on BensLL-

J.aaaa RaUrood. Tho .. troops aro now progr.aa1Tely taJdng onr portion& 

of thet line. This, ho• oTer, baa not preTant.d o breakdown olanhera 

on tho linoo of couunication which baa put three of our Chia& ~ir 

t ony tioldo in J.aou out of action booauao of laok or niat ion guo­

lin•. Congestion hactna in Calcutta 1taalf whore II&JIT nsaala an ••~ 

iouly dalayed throuah lack of affeotiTo coordinatina: control onr the 

act1vit1eo of the port tJid on the b&rco linoo loodinB therefroa . 

I faol that only your peraonol 111torvont1on will oocuro tho 

proapt adoption of thoaa forceful a 6Uuras which aro aaaoDtial to 

0\1000 10 111 hazldling tho port or Calcutta, rallftJ" and b&rp linea loa~ 

ing .troa that port into J.aou. I urge thAt all of thD linea of couuni.­

oation, fro,. C&lcutto inolua1n, into J.aaaa be placed at once UDder full 

ailltary oontrol &Dd that offi<>oro or outatandins -tanea who will 

tolerate no1ther failure Dor delay be aoaiped to th1o work. Tloo 

United Stotea atandll ready to aaoiot in furniohing ·~ personnel 
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