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“ 4 JANUARY 1944
oP 41

FROM: OFNAY
0 ALOSHA, LOWDON

mus.-mmam, FOR THE FORMER WAVAL PERSON FROM
THE PRESIDENT.

THE NAVY DEPARTMENT HAS PREPARED THE POLLOWING DRAFT OF THE PROPOSED
JANUARY TENTH STATEMENT ON THE SUEMARINE SITUATION, I CONCUR.

*l. OUR MERCHANT SEIF TONNAGE LOST DURING THE MONTH OF DECEMBEER
T0 U=BOAT ACTION WAS EELATIVELY LOW. FEWER U-BOATS WERE DESTROTED DURING
THE M(NTH BY OUR AIR AND SEAL FORCES EECADSE OF SEVERAL FACTORS: HAMELY,
A SHIFT IN U-BOAT AREAS OF OFERATICN AND ALTERED U=BOAT TACTICS, IN THE
MAIN, HOWEVER, OUR SUFPLY ROUTES CORTINUE TO BE REASONABLY SECUEE,

"z, n:ulu-mummmwmmnmr'm
THAT THEY SANK IN 1942, OF TEE OTEER HAND, UNITED NATIONS MERCEANT SHIP
TONNAGE CONSTRUCTED IN 1843 APPROXIMATELY DOUSLED THE TONNAGE DELIVERED
IN 1842. NEARLY HALF OF OUR TONHAGE LOST FOR THE TEAR 1843 WAS DURING
THE FIRST THREE MONTHS: 27% WAS LOST DURING THE SECOND QUARTER OF 1943,
AND ONLY 26X WAS LOST DURING THE LAST SIX MONTHS,.®

DO YOU AGREE?
ROCSEVELY
Released from the White House Map Eoom
at 1810, EWT, 4 January l@dd.
m T
By Dapy : !r:uss;m:n

Ap bl'lr'irl:

OODEN 8. COLLINS, or the-17,g,

By
Lisutenant {JI,‘I}- u.!-l-lqn‘tu
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FROM: OFEAV
TO:  ALDUGNA, LONDON

HUMBER usu.- AND PERSONAL, FOR THE FORMER NAVAL PERSON FROM
THE PRESIDENT.

THE NAVY DEFARTMENT HAE FREFARED THE FOLLOWING DRAFT OF THE FROPOSED
JANUARY TERTH GTATEMENT OF THE SUBMARINE SITUATION. I CONCUR.

"]l. OUR MERCHANT SHIF TONNAGE LOST DURING THE MONTH OF DECEMBER
TO U=BOAT ACTION WAS RELATIVELY LOW ASSckS el b i by
YAEl.. FEWER U=BOATS WERE DESTROYED DURING THE MONTH BY OUR AIR AND
SEA FORCES BECAUTSE OF SEVERAL FACTORS; NAMELY, A SHIFT IN U=BOAT AREAS
OF CPERATION AND ALTERED U-BOAT TACTICS, IN THE MAIN, HOWEVER, OUR
EUPPLY ROUTES CONMTINUE TO mqmscﬂl BECTURE.

*2. 1IN 1943 U=-BOATS BANK BUT 40K OF THE MERCEHANT SHIP TONNAGE
THAT THEY SANK IN 1%42. ON THE OTHER HAND, UNITED HATIONS MERCHANT SHIF
TONNAGE CONSTEUCTED IN 1943 APFROXIMATELY DOUBLED THE TONHAGE DELIVERED
IH 1942, NEARLY HALF OF OUR TOWHAGE LOST FOR THE mig;:fs DURING THE
FIRST THREE MONTHS; 27X WAS LOST DURING THE SECOND QUARTER OF 1945, AND
ONLY 26% WAS LOBT DURING THE LAST BIX MONTHS."

DO YOU AOHEE?

ROOSEVELT

8

DECLABEIFIED

By Degraty Archivie af the U.B.
Date e

=1l=
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rroy  The President 7o The Prime Minister J
& -

SERTAL 58 DATE 04 January 1844

NATR/TIME

OR FILE WnmER  04/2246 NCR 9700

S 04/1800¢ yia Admiral Brows

SUBJECT  pegember Sub statement.

ACTION
Ses Sub Statement Folder.

Statement prepared by Navy Department and OWI. Approved
PFresident with minor changes, sent to FM for his uwmrﬂ:u. s

COPIES TO: TATE: BY DIRECTION OFs
ACTION COMPLETED: FILED:
‘Z‘_L%:=—

m== i - = =
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M MR. BOPKINS
COL MA
CAPT WOOD .~

5 Jumuary 1844

FROMy COpoav
T Alusna, London

Number 434, personal and Sy from the President to the Former
Haval Fersom.

Referring to your 531 and 532 I fully approve of your selesoticn
of Air Marshal Slessor for Eaker's Deputy in the Mediterranean Alir and
oommand of the R.A.F. and of your moving Sholto Douglas to the Eritish

Constal Command.

I am also in ccmplete agreement with Gemeral Wilson's taking over
with full powers upon his arrival in Alglers.
I bave sesn Elsenhower this morning and he left a note for Gemeral

Wilson telling him to take over at amy date satisfuctory to him (Wilseam),

ROOSEVELT

DECLASSIFIED

By Deputy Arghivist of the U.E8.
nr__]gﬁun;
Date Hfiv 1 191

Eslesased from the Whits House Map Eoom
at 1305, EWT, § January 1844.

4, Vi

M. ELSEY
Lieu . U.8. I:i'.

o5 |1n§F

PP e
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January 5, 1044.

PRE no PRIME e

Referring to your 531 and 532 I fully
approve of your selection of Alr lMarshal Slessor
for Eaker's Deputy in the Mediterranean Alr eand
command of the R.A.F. and of your moving Sholto
Douglas to the Britlsh Coastal Command.

I am alse in complete apgresment with General
wllson taking over with full powera upon his arrival

in Alglera.

%tm&hwm
WMAUMJ-’LJ-}LJ

J'!-; :J:J_! ;U-*.-f..é-&‘r\ ./’ J(f AN 7%

({A o AL S~

??}rsbz;gﬁ?

-

DECLASESIFIED
¥ Archiyist of tha 1.5,

064%
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The President

ROV 70
SERTAL M narg 5 Jemuary 1944
NWTR/TINE
OR FILE WTMPER
- OE/12008 vIA Admiral Leahy
SURJECT Command changes.
ACTION
Answers FM 531 and 832,
Prepared by Admiral Leahy, approved by Prasident.
olmmntidged Sy P s hae ¥ 535, ‘M rouled
COPIES TO1 DATE: BY DIRECTION OF:
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. ‘MR HOPXINS

. e
o
COL MA

CAPT WOOD »

5 January 1844

S
_—

FROM: Opnavy
T04 Alusna, London

Parsonal and - Fumber 436, from the President to the Former
Havel Person.

Referring to your perscnal message of § Jamuary to Hopkims I will
sndeavor to have our psople use the word "inwsion" eamly in reference
to erossing the German Frootier, and to use the words “enter for the
liberation of Europe™ in referring to opsrations in other European
Countriss than Germany.

Harry is temporarily on the siek list with flu, but I think ke
will be in the Nawval Hospital only m few days. This epidemic i wvery
widespread but while it is not sericus it makes you feel thes way an
Italian soldier locks. My best to Clemmie and Sarah,

ROQBEVELT

DEOLASEIFIED
By Depujy Archiviat of the U.B.

By i L

Released from the White Houss Map Room  Date
at 1310, ENT, 6 Junuary 18d4.

o M. ELSEY,
Lieu » TuBuls

of I:Eﬁ /
Gyt -
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From: The Prime Minister
Tor ¥r. Earry Hopkloa Fr

Unnumbered, § January L1844.

1 :hnuid be glad if you would put thess pui.nti of nomenclature
%o the President when convenient.

1. Our cbject is "the liberstion of Eurcpe from German
tyrammy". We "enter" the oppressed countries rather than "imvade"
them. The word "invesion" must be reserved for the time when we
oroas the German frontler. There ls no need for us to make & present
to Hitler of the idea that he ia the defender of a Burope which we
are sseking to invede, He is & tyrant and mn ogre from whom we are
golng to free the captive nations.

2+ I raise these points because of some of the expressions
used in the directives we have received from the Cosbiped Staff. I
am quite sure we shall be in agreement about this,.

1 am getting much stronger every day and am thinking now only of
SHINGLE. |

REGRADED UNOLAGSIFIED by British
@ovt., Btate Dept. tel., 3-29-T2

By R. H. Parks Date “‘r 5 19?2
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January 5, 1944,

PRESIDENT T0 PRIME 35

Relerring to your perasonal mosssge
of 5 Jenuary to Hopkins I will endeavor to have
our people use the word "lnvasion" only in reference
to crossing the German Frontier, and to use the words
fenter for the liboration of Europe™ in referring
to operetions in other Huropean Countries than Cermany.

Harry is temporarily on the sick l.im‘:ﬂL
Lr-j_ﬂ“’& .I hﬂleftmm 'ﬂj..({q._-{ ﬁ‘%
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By the 0.5,
Date_
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pac The Fraatdent %0 The Prime Minister
seprar V38 parg 0 Jenuary 1944
;;Tﬁﬂmm 0817E8 KCR 9784

TOR MAP = VIA =

SURJECT Uee of tersa “lowidion® and “enter® in speaking of cromss

chamnel operations.

ACTION

Answers message FM-HOPNIFS, unsumbered, B Junuwry lid4 (sopy
attached.) Mr., Hopkios was {11 at the Bethesds Hospital whes this
to the President; draft reply prepared by Admiral Leahy,
smended by Presidest, semt te CF at 1310,

0OPTES TO1

DATE:

BY DIRECTION OF

ACTION COMPIRTED:
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——_— & Jamuary 1944 ol

PRIORITY
DECLASSIFIED ~

From: Opnav By Dapatry, yist of the 0.8,
By ﬁm
Cate,

Toe : Alusna, London _b‘ﬁ"l" 1 1971

PERSONAL AND 'IBE L35, FOR THE FORMER NAVAL PERSON
FROM THE PRESIDENT.

Tour 5%3 of 2 Jamuary.

I made the following publiec announcement on 2l December:
quote The United Mations have no imtention to enslave the German
people. We wish thes to have & normal chance to develop in peace, as
useful and respectable members of the Europesn family. But we most
certainly emphasize the word "respectable” for we intend to rid them
once ard for all of Naslem and Prussian militarie= and the fantastic
and disastrods notlon that they constitute the "Master Race®™. un-
quote.

It is my opindon that at the present time it is best to pemit
our understanding of unconditional surrender to rest upon that.

If we should st the present tice meke any mmber of specific
conditions for the surrender we might probably omit or leave open for
discusaion some other conditions that are now or that =ay in the fut-
ure bocome of equal importance from our point of view.

In view of all the above I prefer to leave thinge as they are
for the time being and we really do not know enough about opinions
within Germany iteelf to go on any fishing expedition there at this
time. I bope you and Anthomy will agree.

BOOSEVELT

Raleased from the White House Map Room
1as, mg;#mrr 1964,

a {U; mn¥ Lisut,. USKR
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W %"—J?? January 5, 1944.

DEOLASSIFIED

PRESIDENT TC PRIME By Depute “igt of the (.-,
3 By, v
Your 5E0 of 2 JAnuUAaAry . Date

I made the following publlie announcement on

24 Docombor: quote The United Natlons have no intention
to ensleve the Cerman peopls. We wilah them to have a
normal chance to develop in poace, as useful and respactsble
mombers of the Eurcopean family. But we most certainly
emphasize the word "respectabls” for we intend to rid them
onco und for all of Nazism and Prussian militarism and the
fantastliec and disastrous notlon that they conatltute the
"linater Race", unguote.
It is my opinion that at the present time it 1a
best to permlt our understanding of unconditional aurrandeq_ri
reat upon that, \iltj
If we should at the present time make any number of
specific conditions for the surrender we might probebly
omit or lesve open for discussion some other conditions that
are now or that may ln the future become of equal importance
from our point of view,
In view of sll the above I prefer to leave thinga
as they are for the time bﬂil‘lﬂ, Al Wiy 1\‘-.4; N
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THE WHITE HOUS

WASHINGTOMN

Janua 18, 1

MEMORANTUM FOR /
ADMIRAL LEAHY

Will you get out of the fileks
for me the message I sent to the
Prime Minister about "unconditional

surrender” two or three days agc?'

F. D. R.

WMM;‘DW
rya o

Titd DA 2 St
e d /ﬁLLALtgniabﬁgcf sziuiqa ;z})'t | )ﬁah

B .
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FROM The Presidsnt

SERIAL

NATE 6§ Junuary 1544

NATE/TIME

OR FILE MTMRER

ICR MAP ROOM

1200/084

SURJECT geatement on "Umconditicnal surrender® of Germany.

ACTION

3

Answers PN
i

830, 2 Januarys (ih, Deacd -Coicdsd, oo tosd

Prapared by Admiral Leahy, approved by President with mbnor

ohanges, to PM at 1215/06Q.

COPIES TOs

BY DIRECTION OF:

ACTION CONPLRTED:
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Admiral Leshy / .
t = ¥r Hopkins
Admiral Erowm .

Col Mathewson . .,
% Captain Wood ¢

oF16ay
ek 36V

” 8 JANUARY 1944
ORITY DECLASSIFIED

By Deputy Arghiviat of
From: Opnax B e 5
Toi Alusna, Lendon ¥

Date

Porsonal sndgguumly Wusber 457, For the Former Naval Ferwom from .

the President.

Az I told you in my 422, Harrimen requested information on the astiom
we wore taking to earry ocut cur commitments to turn over Italimn ships %o
the Boviet by 1 February so that he could discuss the matter with
Molotor if he were queried. I told him it was my intention to allooate
one=third of the captured Itallan ships to the Soviet war effort begln-
ning 1 February as rapidly as they cculd be made mwailable.

Harriman then reminded me that Stalin's request at Teheran was a
reiteration of the Soviet request criginmally made at Moscow in Ootober
(namely for ome battleship, cme cruiser, eight destroyers and four sub= ]

marines for Horth Russis and 40,000 tons displacement of merchant ship-

ping for the Blaok Sea) and that no menticn was made at Moscow or Teheran
of the Bussisns' getting mdditional ships up to cme-third of those oap=-
tured. Ascordingly Harriman regarded my cable of Decsmber Z1 as being
for his information and he has not disoussed the guestion of ome-third
with Molotov.

Harrimsn also emphasiced the very great importance of fulfilling our
pledge to yleld these ships. For us to fall or to delay would in hias
opinion only arouse suspicion in Stalin and in his msscoistes as to the
firmness of other commitments mads at Tehsran.

On the other hand, the Chiefs of Staff have ralsed numercus objsctions
to the transfer based on probable effects that this course would hawve oo

I ."‘.“1i-'!-i L-

-] -
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pending operations. They fear a loss of ITtalian naval and military
epoperation, and the scuttling or sabotage of wmluable ships which we
pesd for ANVIL and OVERLOED. They foresee no material benefit to the
Russian war effort at this time since the warships are presently quite

unsuited for Northern waters and the Blmok Sea is slosed to merchant

veasels.

The very wise provisions of ths modifisd cun.uiu-;m Agrosment give
the United Natlons the right to make disposition of mny or all Italian
ships aa they may think fit. It is of importance that we shall moguire
and maintain the confidence of our Ally snd I fesl that every practicable
effort should be made to arrive at a solution whereby the Italian ships
requested by the Soviets be turned over to them begimning about February
first.

Do you believe it wise to present to U.J. the poasible effect on
OVERLOED=-=ANVIL as expressed by our Staffs, and suggest s delay in sssign-
ing Itallan ships to him until after the lsunching of OVERLORD==ANVIL.

I am particularly desirous of having an expression of your opiniom in view

of the pressnt Eritish command of the Mediterranean theater and in order

that we may reach s complete agresment as to the aotion to be taken. It is

patently impracticable for either of us to aot singly in this matber, but

I thirk you will sgree that we must not go back on what we told U.J.
ROOBEVELT

Releassd from ths White House Map Room

at 1140, EWT, 8 January 1044.
DECLASSIFIED

By Deput chiviat of th
L. MATHEWBON, By ; e
Colonel, Gensral Staff.
Date 11971

- Yok
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m January 89, 1344,

=
FRESIDENT TO PREIME ‘f"j‘?

As I told you in my 422, Harriman requested information
on the action we were taking to carry out our commltments te turn
over Itelian ships to the Soviet by 1 February so that he could
discuss the matter with Molotov il he were querled. I told him
it was my intentlon to allocate one-third of the captured Itallisn
ahlpa to the Sovliet war effort beglnning 1 February as rapldly
as they could be made avallable.
Harriman then reminded me that Stalin's request at

Tsheran was a reiteratlion of the Soviet request originally made at
Moscow in Qctober (namely for one battleship, one cruiser, eipght
destroyers and four submarines fon North Russla snd 40,000 tons
dlsplacement of merchant shlpping Tor the Black Sea)}'snd that no
mention was made at Moscow or Teheran of the Russlans getting
additinnal shipas up to one-third of those captured. Accordingly
Herriman regarded my cable of December 2l as being lor hls Ilnformatlon
and he has not discussed the guestlon of one-third with Molotov.

Harriman also emphasized the very preat importance of
fulfilling our pledge to yleld these ships. PFor us fto fall or to delay
would in his opinlion only arocuse susplelon in Stelin snd in his
asscciates as to the firmness of other commltmenta made at Teheran.

On the other hand, the Chiefs of Staflf have raised
numarous objectlions to the tranafer based on probable erffects that this
coursae would have on pendlnp operationa. They fear & loas of Itallan

naval end milltary cooperatlion, and the scuttling or sabotage of

DECLABEIFIED
ivist of the U.85.




valuable ships which we need for ANVIL and OVERLORD. They foresee
no materlal benef'lt to the Husslan war efiort at this time sinee the
warships sre prescntly quite unsuited for lerthern waters and the
Black Sea 1s closed to merchant vessels,

The very wlse provisions of the modifled Cunninghem
Agreement give the Unlted Nations the right to make disposition of
any or ell Itsllan ships as they may think rit, It 1s of importance
that we shall acquire and maintain the contidence of our Ally and I
fael that avéry practicable eff'ort should be made to arrive at a
solution whereby the Italian ships requested by the Soviets be turned
over tce them beginning about Februsry first,

Do you belleve It wlse to present to U.J. the possible
effect on OVERLCED - ANVIL as expressed by our Staffs, and suggest
& delay in assigning Italimn ships to him until after the launching
of OVERLOED - ANVIL. I am partiecularly desirous of having an
expression of your opinion in view of the present British command
of the kediterranean theater and in order that we mey resch a
complete agreement as to the action to be taken. It 1s patnnt—l}r

impracticable for either of us to act singly in this mat

/'.f..‘# %) taxs hnr,ff'/ %«"h& Wﬁh '?\--“i--f*“ﬂpf/‘:; ‘4( iy,
LIV ~ 7 L } //P&?M‘-e’é-—
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FROM The President 70 The Prime Miniater
MATR/TIME
OR_FILE NUMPER
- 1130/08Q vy Admiral Leshy

SURJECT Italian ships to Boviet.

—_—

ACTION
Draf¥-reply prepared by Admiral Leahy and Lt. El Approved
by the President. GSent to CR st 1140/08Q. e

(See wlwo HARRTMAN-POTUS 301823 Deo 1843 and POTUB-HARRIMAN

08 January 104d.)
Pl Ko 558, Athew Brascssn

Consumsured
<o TH# 565 7L Jaes ¥4.

BY DIRECTION OF)

COPIES TO: DATE:

e o — - —

ACTION COMPLETED:

s
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THE FRESIDENY

c ﬁ ¥r Hopkins
Admiral Leahy
W ot mtberam———
Col Mathewson
w—— i B

Fromi: Opoav
Tor Alusna, Lomdom

From the Fresident for the Former Nawal Perscn., Personal amd

W, Number 438,

1f no snewer to my No. 438 relative submariss situation can be
transmitted in time to be recelved heres by 1800 E.W.T. Sunday, @

Junoary, recommend twenty-four hours delay in agreed time of reloase.

ROCE EVELT
DECLABSIFIED
By chiviet of the U.5.
By
Dats,

Relensed from the White Houss Map Room
at 1720, EWT, B Jamuary 1044.

M“ll. \:h 8.0, T,

0£2/56 ——

MR 465 2
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FROM The Presidemt 70 The Prime Minister

SERTAL 438 paTe 8 Jaouary 1844

NATE/TIME

OR FILE WITMBER I

TOR MAP ROOM VIA

SUBJECT  Decesber Submarine Warfare statedent.

—— -

ACTION
Adeiral Brown, on merning of 8 Jamuary, cbtained President's
ssion to send dapateh to FM if no reply to the President's
5% ware recsived by swening.

Captain Wood, after telephone conversstion with Elmer Davis,

prepared message which was sent to Navy Department at 1720, EWT
B January 1984 ss POTUS 438, : :

COPIES TO: DATE: BY DIRECTION OF:

ACTION COMPLRTED: FILED:

- -
%ﬁm
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m " 10 Jamuary 1944
PRIORITY

From: Opnav
Tor Alusna, London

From the President for the Former Naval Person. Persomal and
SR Fusber 435,
Your B42.
I comour in your paragraph one which we shall issue 24 hours
after the original release time, The Canadians are being informed

of the change.
ROOSEVELT

DECLAESEIFIED
By Deputy Archivist of the U.S.

By .
Date Noy 1 197]

Heleased from the White House Map Room
at 1135, EWT, 10 January 1844.

WILSON BROWN,
Rear Admiral , U. B. N,,
Nawval Alide to the President.

w——

Jorboy Ak 61> ele
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—— The Presidemt - The Prime Minister |

|
SERTAL 438 pATE 10 Jenuary 1844 ,|
NATR/TIHE 101609 NCR €12 ;

OR FILE WTMEBER

TOR MAP ROOM =~ VIA " |
BURJECT peeasber menthly statement on submarins warfare.

ACTION
Answers PM §642, 9 Jan 44. (See also POTUS §433 and 438).

Preparsd by Lt. Elsey. OWI and Favy Department notified by
SNemorandum.

{8ee "000.7 (3) = Monthly submarins warfare statement,)

COPIES TO: DATE: BY DIRECTION OF:
"000.T {I} Se0 1"

ACTION COMPLETED: l FILRD: |
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12 Jenuary 19544

FRI

From: Opnav

To t Alusna, London

PEREONAL Al
NAVAL PERSON.

L4O FROM THE PRESIDENT FOR THE FORMER

Replying to your message to Harry unmmbered of 1l Jamary, I
have no intention whatever of withdrawing support from Giraud., He is
& fine old fellow and represents certain decencles which I still like.

Harry is still in the hospltal with influenza but is improving.

ROOSEVELT
Released from the White House Map Room
at 1355, EWT, 12 Jamary 1944.
Lisutenant, U.S5.N.H. TEOLABATETED

By Deputy Arphiviet of the U.E.
By ]
Date ¥ _1 197

w— i
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Fromi The Prime Minister
Tor Mr. Barry Hopkins

Unrumbered, 11 January 1844.

.1+ There is m certain smount of talk at the present time against
Gireud snd Eisenhowsr had & perting reconcilimtion with DeGaulle. HNo
one would propose to use Giruad ss & commander for grest operations, but
I feel that his being discarded now would alter in an adverse way the
balanees which we have tried to establish. Girsud at sny rate, is as
the President has always said, an Honest French Gentleman and Soldier,
and thers could be no danger of his stabbing us in the back, which is
always something. Therefere I hope you will let me know if any abandon-
ment of him is in comtempletion.

2. DeGaulle is coming to see me hers on the 12th and I shall do
my utmost to make him realige the disservice he does to France by hia
kncwn hostility to cur two countries, by whose arms alone Franos can be
liberated and restored. From wvaricus quarters I have derived the im=-
preassion that Defaulle is much more involved in the collective strength
of the committes and the sssembly and that he may well become meore
reasonable. Certainly desire to make the best of him for the oommon
caune, and I will repert to the President the upshot of my talks but
"I should like to kmow" about where he stands before we find curselves
shut up alene with him through the disappearance of Giraud, on whom
many military loyalties are centered.

5. I do hops you are better from your flu., I am gathsring strength
avary day. Kindest regards.

EECRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., State Dept. tel,, 5-20-72
By R. X. Parks Data .A-Ir 5 E’”Z

N

COPY
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s
PRESIDENT TO PRIME #ﬁfﬁld. /2 u.mm,? Lo/
Replying to your message to Harry unmmbered of 11 January I
have no intention whatever of withdrawing support from Giraud. 4‘/1 ba -ﬁ-/(“'\i

2o i flons i T%mrétﬁ; Wessaurns LS F‘f’?‘éf!

Harry is still in the hospital with influenza but is improving.

17 il

IFIED
DEOLASE 5o, U:8

By Depyty yist of & 3
a:,iﬁgmi

Date___
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Faoy  The President 70  The Frime Minister

Ho

SERTAL DATE 12 Juouary 1944

TATR/TINE

OR FILE NTHEER

TOR MAP EOOM VIA

SUBJECT GirsudesDe Oaulle relations.

ACTION
=er fr unmmbered, 11 Jusuary
1544 (eopy a ale « Hopkins was 111 at the Bethesda
Hospital whem this came. Preslident sawj reply prepared by Admiral
Leahy, mmended by President, sent to CR at 1406/12,

COPIES TO: DATE: BY DIRECTION OF:

ACTIOR COMPLRTED: FILED:

tmed, Zai! e

0ce8




14 January 1944
OF PRICRITY

From: Opnav
Tos Alusna, London

Fusber 441, persopal and - from the President for the
Former Nawval Persom.

Your 536, It is my understanding that in Teheran U.J. was given
& promise that OVERLORD be launched during May and supported by strongest
practicable ANVIL at about the same time and that he agresd to plan for
simultansous Fussian attack on Eastern fromt.

I do oot believe that we should make any decision now to defer the
cperations, certainly not until the responsible commanders (Eisenhower
and Wilson) have had full opportunity to explore all possibilities and
make factusl reports. In the meantime no commnication should be sent
to U.J. on this subject.

I think the psychology of bringing this thing up at this time
would be very bad in wiew of the fact that 1t is only a little over a

month sinee the three of us agreed on the statement in Tehsran.
ROOSEVELY

Heleasad from the White House Map Room
at 1136, EWT, 14 January 1844,

DECLASSIFIED

% . By !Jiput.r Aichivut of the 00.8.
ﬂl-ptll!. C.E. By .
Data ﬂ]v 1 1971

-1= J4led0 WER I¥¥6
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T esmsocuR
_/‘/ Lmﬂﬂj 4/
/ hus O Pme #44)/

Your 536, It ia my understanding that in Teheran U.J, was
given e promise that OVEALORD be launched during May and supported
by strongest practicsble ANVIL at sbout the same time and that he
agroed to plan for sisultansous Fussian attack on Esstern front,

I do Aot believe that we should make any decision now to
defer the operstions, certainly mot until the responaible
gommanders (Eisanhowsr and Wilson) have had full cpportunity
to nplm all punl.'bl.lit.int. n;d make factusal roports, In the

u-.ntiu B r.:_uduum lbuuld be sent to U.J. on this subject.

4?. N
. .u E/}F;Efa e ﬁ.—H f/ 1‘.{"' l'-r' . ‘?/'-l.‘-.(.

J'-." 1.._'1._‘_.-,._/-7Z/Jﬂ -/ ;‘ u{rd,
7/{7{: Loy 4 Bepodl ..h. et f? Efur; i

L

'{?"I’ ff{/ . W :;7.‘_?‘__‘ . ? T '{{.‘.1,4,‘,4
//2(-.;1;4 [;//
DECLASBIFIZD

By Deputy hivint of tha 0.8,

EF“‘H%H—

Date __AJY
W -SECURITY
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rroy  The President 0 The Prime Minister
| SERTAL Sl niTE 14 Jan &4,

g;’gﬁ;’mm 141830 NCR 1446 |

ToRwPRooM T 0T via_ Atairal-feky

. SUBJECT goope and timing of OVERLORD.

ACTION
Answars PM=-POTUE #4638, T Jan 44,

Leahy propared draft answer; approwved by President 14 Jan 44,

M.ﬁ ?ﬂ"f.ﬂu.«fgua.# 5‘:"4,

COPIES TO: DATE BY DIRECTION OF:

ACTION COMPLETED:
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From: Opnav
To ¢ Alusna, London

PErsONAL AND QEEMNNEER 442 FOR THE PORMER NAVAL PERSOM FROM
THE PRESIDENT.

Office of. Strategic Services reports to me, through their intelli-
gence channels, the followling:

1, That Von Papen learned alr bases in Turkey would be ready
by February fifteenth for recelving twenty Unlted Nations alr squadrom
and that in the event these sguadrons go there, two programs called
fiecolade™ and "Anvil®™ would be put into effect and Allied submarines
would be permitted to enter the Black Sea.

2. That German agents secure British reports on Turkdsh-British
relations.

3. That on December minth, Marshal Graziani urged Hitler to
hold Cassino at amy cost and that the time had come te try to throw us
back to the Sangro by a very large counter-attack along the Adriatie.
He eclaimed the Eighth Ammy is short of reserves.

This informstion comes from & good but not sure source. I am
merely passing it on to you for what it is worth.

ROOSEVELT

Released from the White House Map Room at
1215, BT, 14 Jamuary 1944. TPIED

m}hqm

Lieutensnt, U.5.H.5,

SEBRERn. 038 SR

e et
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Junuary 14, 1944.

TO0: FORMER WAVAL PERSOH
FROM: THE PRESIDERT q‘f&.

Office of Strategic Services reports to me, through their
intelligence channels, the following:

1. That Von Papen learned air bases in Turkey would
be ready by February fifteenth for recelving twenty
United Nations air squadrons and that in the event
these squedrons go there, two programs called
npopplade” and "Anvil" would be put inte effect and
Allied submarines would be permitted to enter the
Black Eea.

2. That Gerpan agents secure British reports on
Turkisk-British relatlons.

3. That on December ninth, Mnrshal Graziani urged
Hitler to hold Cassino at any cost and that the
time had come to try to throw us back to the
Sangro by & very large counter-atteck along the
hdristic, He clalimed the Eighth Army is short

of reserves.

This information comes from & good but not sure source.

I an merely passing Lt on %to you for what is worth.
i
ROOBEVELT
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4 (3} VAR
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

.-"'..-...-
January 14, 1944.
MEMORAGCUY FOR

ADMIRAL BROWH

Will you please show this
memorandum from the Q0ffice of
Strategic Services, together
with copy of my message t

the P.M., to Barshall?
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Map Room Papers
Messages: Toosevelt-Churchill
Jamary 18LbL

The following Office of Stratagic Services classified document is
closed:

0. Fdward Buston to Roosewelt, 1/1n/LL attached to Aoosevelt to
Churchill, 1/1b/Ak
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mow The President ™ The Prims Ministesr
SERTAL 4z DATE 14 January 1544
NATE/TIME 1416358 NCR 1447

OR_FILE WTURER

TOR MAP_ROOM - VIA Admiral Brown
SUBJECT  offiee of Strategie Service intelligence reparts,

AR President prapared messege to PM from memorandum sent to him

by 0.8.8.

Answared by PM in his #5448,

COPIES TO: DATE: BY DIRECTION OF:
General Marshall 14 Jan 44 The President

I

ACTION COMPLETED: FILED:
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17 Jamary 1944

From: Opnav

To : MAlusna, London
FROM THE PRESIDENT FOR THE FORMER NAVAL PERSON. PERSONAL AND
[ SR D

On December 31, 1943 Salazar in an interview with the U. S.
¥inister in Lisbon agreed to the use of Lagens Fleld, Terceira by
an Ameriean V.L.R. Squadron of Navy planes under British operaticnal
control.

In & subsequent interview with the U. §. Minister on Jamary
12, Salazar stated that upon reflecticn he canmot grant permisaion
for the Havy Squadron to operzte from Lagens.

If you agree it is my desire to send the Squadron at an
early date as planned disregarding Salazar's change of mind, the
Squadron to operate under British operational control as already
approved by the Combined Chiefs of Staff,

In view of the fact that plans for the departure of our
Squadron of planes are ccaplete do let me hear from you.

ROOSEVELT

Released from the White House Map Room
at 1125, ENT, 17 January 1944

oy S

Lieutenant, U.5.N.H.

DECLASBIFIED
chiviast of the U.8,

«
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Januery ké? 1044,

On December 31, 1943 Salazar in an interview

AUt

PRESIDENT TO PRIME

with the U. 5. Minlster in Llsbon agreed to the use of
Lagens Fleld, Tercelra by an American ¥.L.R. Squadron of Navy
rlanga under British operational econtrol.

In a subsequent intervliew with the U. 3.
Minlster on Jenuary 12, Salazar stated that upon reflectlon
he can not grent permission for the Navy Squadron to operate
I'rom Lazens.

If you agrea 1t ls my deaire to send the
Sguedron at an early date as planned disregarding Salazar's
change of mind, the Squadron to operate under Brltish operational
eontrol as already approved by the Combined chiefls of Staffl.

In view of the fact that plans for the departure

ﬁfﬁ !ﬁ;; AT s
of our Squadron of planes are complote ;

./."J\.E-l| /q.,r

DECLASEIFIED
iviet of the U.8.
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FROM The Preaident o The Prime Minister :
s 445 parg 17 January 1944
NATE/TIME
OR FILE WITHRER
TOR MAP ROOM == Ik = E
SURJECT '

Alr squadrons to Azores.

ACTION
Message prepared by Admiral Leshyj approved by the President;

sent to the FM at 1126, 17 Jan. [
Tentatively enawered by PM in his 647, Para 2. '

Aoewered by FM in his EB. 18 Jan 44. r

COPIES TO: TDATE: BY DIRECTION CF: I

ACTION COMPLETED: FILED: ‘

o — s
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From: Opnav

To ¢ Alusna, London.
wMEER 444. PERSONAL ANDYJEEEEPRO: THE PRESIDENT FOR THE FORMER !

NAVAL PERSON.

Replying to your No. 545 I propose the following message to Uncle

Joe:

QUOTE: With regard to the handing over to the Soviets of
Italian shipping asked for by the Soviet Government at the Moscow
gonference and agreed to with you by us both at Teheran we have rec=
eived a memorandum by the Combined Chiefs of Staff contained in
our immediately following telegram. For the reasons set out in
this memorandum we think it would be dangerous to our triple
interests actually to carry cut any transfer or to say anything
about it to the Italians until thelr cooperation is no longer of
operational importance.

Nevertheless, 1f after full consideration you desire us to
proceed, we will make a secret approach to Badoglio with a view to
concluding the necessary arrangements without their becoming
generally known to Italian Naval Forces. If in this way agreement

could be reached, such arrangemerts with Italian Naval suthorities

as were necessary could be left to him. These arrangements would

have to be on the 1lines that Italian ships selected should be
gailed to sultable Allied port where they would be collected by
Russian crews who would sail into Russian northern ports which are

the only ones now open where any refitting necessary would be

g »e
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undertaken.

We are, however, very conscious of dangers of above course
for the reasons we have laid before you and we have, therefore,
degided to propose the following alternative, which, from the military
point of view, has many advantages.

The British battleship, Foyal Sovereign, has recently completed
refitting in the U.S.A. She is fitted with Radar for all types
of armsment. The United States will make one light cruiser avail-
able at approximately the same time.

His Majesty's Govermment and the United States are willing for
their part that these vessels should be taken over at British
ports by Soviet crews and sailed to North Russian ports. You
could then make such alterations as you find necessary for Arctle
conditions.

Thease vessels would be tmﬁumﬂl;r transferred on loan to the
Soviet and would fly the Soviet flag untll without prejudice to
military operations the Italian vessela can be made available.

His Majesty's Government and the United States will each

arrange to provide 20,000 tons of merchant shipping to be available
E as soon as practicable and until the Italian merchant ships can be

ivist of the 0.3.

obtained without prejudice to projected essential operations
OVERLORD = ANVIL,

DECLASSIFIED

An effort will be made at once to make avallabtle from the

B
g
5

o

4
= A surrendered Italian war ships 8 destroyers and L submarines to be
taken over by the Soviet as soon as they can be made avallable

under conditlona stated above for the British and 0. s, ships.

-
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This alternative has the advantage that the Soviet Coverrmert
would obtaln the use of vessels at.a very much earlier date than if °
they all had to be refitted and rendered suitabcle for northern
waters. Thus if our efforts should take & favorable turn with Turks
and the Straits become open these vessels would fb& ready to operate
in the Black Sea. We hope you will wery ecarefully consider this
alternative which we think is in every way superior to first proposal.
UNQUOTE.

It is my opinion that the Itsllan Government and the Italian Navy
might not seriously object to jolning with us in providing the Soviet with
ships "needed" in the war effort. )

If we canmot get this contribution by Italy to the common effort an
alternmative is suggested as follows:

The British Navy furnish 8 destroyer escorts from the U. 5. pro-
duction which vessels are now in Halifax or Bermuda waiting for
crews. ¥
I do not know where we can get any submarines except from Italy, or

possibly from the French Committee of Liberation,

It would seem that even a beginning of the delivery of ships to
Russia in the near future as suggested above would meet the Soviet request
for early actlon on their Teheran understanding of this problem.

ROOSEVELT
Released from the White Buse Map Room .

at 1200, ENT, 19 Jamary 1944
By Deput

i }m B_'p___
3 Datg

i“MSBI?IIn
GEORIE M. ELSEY

Lieutenant, USNR
- 3 -




DECLASSIPIED
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PRESIDENT TO PRIME:

:#444;'

Replying to your No. 545 I propose the following

masaage to Uncle Joe:

QUOTE: VWith regard to the handing over to the
Soviets of Itellan shipping asked for by the Soviet
Government at the Moscow conference and agreed to with
you by us both at Teheran we have received a memoran-
dum by the Combined Chiefs of Staff contained inqg&g

immediately following telegram. For the r easons set
e

out in this memorandum we think 1t would be dengerocus
to our triple interests sctually to carry out any
transfer or to say anything about it to the Italians
until thelr cooperstion 1s no longer of operational
importance,

Neverthelesa, 1f after full conaideratlon you
desire us to proceed, we will make a secret approach
to Badegllic with & view to coneluding the necessary
arrangements without their becoming generally lkmown to
Itallan Naval Forceas. If in this way agreement could
be reached, such arrangements with Italian Naval
authorities es were necessary could be left to him,
These arrangements would have to be on the lines that
Itallan ships selected should be salled to suiltable
Allled port where they would be collected by Russian

orews who would sall into Russimn northern ports which

January 10, 1544 Wi

e e — g .

- Franklin D.Roosevelt Library I

e

0683



are the only ones now open whare any reflitting necessary
would be undertaken.

e are, however, very consclous of dangers of
above course Tor the remsons we have lald beforse you and
wa have, therafora, declded to propose the following
alternatlve, which, from the militery polnt of view, haa
many edvantages,

The British battleshlp, Royal Sovereign, has
recently completed refitting in the U.S.A., 5She is
fltted with Radar for msll types of armament. The
United 3tates wlill meke one light crulser avallable at
approximetely the same time.

His lejesty's Government and the United States
ara wllllngz for thelr part that these vessels should be
taken over at British porta by Sovliet crews and sailed
to Neorth Bussian ports. You could then make such
alterations as you find necedsary for Arctlc conditions.

These vessels would be temporarily transferred
on loan to the Soviet and would fly the Soviat flag

untll without prejudice to military cperatlons the

Itallan vesaela can be made avellable.

Hies Majesty's Government and the United States
will each arranpge to provide 20,000 tons of merchant
shipping to be avallable as scon as practicable and
until the Italian merchant ships can be obtained

wlthout prejJudlce to projected essential operations

i
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OVERLCRD = ANVIL.

f
= An effort will be made at onece to make avallable dﬂ?*ﬂhh ]
I from the surrendered Italian war shipa 8 destroyers and 3 fﬁJ
4 submarines to be taken over by the Sovlet asz scon as | Lui¥
they cen be made available under conditicns stated above H
. Tfor the Britlsh and U. S. ships. EJ

This alternative has the advantage that the Soviet
Government would obtaln the use of vessels &t & very much
earlier date than If they all hed to be refitted and
rendared sultable for northern waters. Thus 1f our efforts
should take a favorable turn with Turks and the Stralta
becoma open these vesszels would be ready to cperate in
the Black Sea. We hope you will very carefully conalder
this slternative which we think 13 in every way superlor
to first proposal. UNQUOTE.

It 1s my opinion that the Itallan Jovernment and

the Italian Navy mipght not seriously objJect to Joining with us

in providing the Soviet with ships "needed"™ in the war effort.
' If we can not get this contribution by Italy to
the common effort an alternative 1s sugpeated aa followa:

' The Dritish Navy furnish 8 destroyer escorts from
the U, S. production which vessels are now in Hallfax or
Bermuda walting for crews.

I do not know whoere we u}&gut any submarines
except from Itely, or possibly from e French Committee of

Liboration,
DECLASSIFIED

By Deput iviast of the 0.8.
ETq:iijiiiiiﬂ!fq%Tr_____.
-5 = St

e ————
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It would seem that even a beginning of the
delivery of ships to Russia 1n the near future as
suggested above would meet the Soviet request for

early action on their Teheran underatanding of this

problem,

ﬁa tri—"f-'l-# .-é,o"'_

DECLASSIFIED

By ty Apghivist of the 0.8,
ETMMGI
Dete




FROM The Prasident 0 The Prime Minister
SERTAL add DATE 19 Janueary 1944
TATE/TIME '
OR FILE WTMPEER

TOR MAP ROOM_ VIA

SURJECT Transfer of Italian ships to Fussis

ACTION o awers P #6845, which was referred to Admiral Leshy by
President for preparation of reply. Reply approved by President,
sont to PM 19 Jan 44.

Aswersd by PN's 550,

W.F‘!H TO: NATE: BY DIRECTION OF:
L‘w ;zaf_.wﬁﬂ to_foint forlatd + fon l’fw L aal
1
ACTION COMPLRTED: FILED: s l
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19 Jampary 1944 HY

PRIORITY
FROM: Opnavy
TO 1+ Alusne, Londen

Personal mnd 'Mhr 445, from the President for the
Former Naval Person.

Your 545, If you are in agreement with my 444 1t is suggested
that "our immediately following telsgram™ referred to therein be as
follows:

QUOTE. Our Combined Chiefs of Staff have made the following
positive recommendation with supporting data,

(a) The Present time is inopportuns for effecting the transfer
of captured Italian ships beosuse of pending Allied operationms.

(b) To enforee the transfer at this time would remove neesdsd
Italian resgurces now employed in currenmt operations, would interfere
with assistancs now being given by Italian repair facilities, it might
oauss the souttling of Italian war ships and result in loss of Italian

cooperation thus Jeopardising OVERLORD and ANVIL.

(s) At the sarliest moment permitted by operaticns the implementation

of the delivery of Italian vessels may prooesd. UNQUOTE.

ROOGEVELT

Released from the White House Map Room DEOLASSIFIED
at 1210, EWT, 19 January 1 By Deputy Archivist of the 0.8,

: By 4
GBOROR/ M, ELSEY, Date
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| Jamary 18, 1944
ISIDENT TD‘__FM
A

Tour 545. If you are in agreement with my 'urqit. is
zgested that "our immediately following telegram" referred
mn as follows:

QUOTE: Our Combined Chiefs of Staff have made the following
positive recommendation with supporting data:

(a) The Present time i.n Ancpportune for effecting
the transfer of captured Italian ships because of pending
Allied operations.

(b) To enforce the transfer at this time would
remove needed Italian rescurces now employed in current
operations, woula interfere with assistance now being
glven by Italien repair facilities, it might cause the
scuttling of ltalisn war ships and result in loss of Ital-
ian cooperation thus jecpardising OVERLORD and ANVIL.

(e) At the earliest moment pemmitted by operations

the implementation of the delivery of Italian vessels may

proceed. UNQUOTE. ,? W

B R Ry —
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FROM The President 7o The Prime Minister
———._ pare 19 Jenuary 1844
TATE/TIME

OR FILE WTHEER

TOR B VIA
SUBJECT Transfer of Italian ships to Fussim

ACTION  ywers PM §545 which was referred to Admiral Leshy by President
for preparstion of reply. Reply spproved by President, sent to
BM 19 Jan 44.

'y -
r
k.
COPIES TO: DATE: BY DIRECTION OF
ACTION COMPLETED: FIIRD:
R ——
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m 19 January 19L&
From: Oppav
Te : Alusna, London.

WUMBER 446 PERSONAL AND \l FROM THE PRESIDENT FOR THE
FORMER HAVAL PERSON.

I am so glad to learn from your mumber 547 of your safe
return home and that you have benefited by your stay at Flower
Villa. MHarry is aleo meking steady progress so that I think
we may hope that all of us will be over our various complainta
in the near future.

ROOSEVELT

Released from the White House Map Hoom
at 1200, BT, 19 January 1945

Ls Hmm"'
Colonel, General Staff.

DECLASSIFIED

I By po Archiviat of the U.5.
“ "
Date g EEE 1 ﬁ]’i
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PRESIDENT TO PRIME HM "r?"f'/
1 am 80 glad to learn from your mumber 54T of your safe

return home and that you have benefited by your stay at

Flower Villa. Harry is also making steady progress so that

I thirk we may hope that all of us will be over our varlous

complainta in the near future.

i’? Wlwé:/

- — R B G s 8 e
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[ 19 January 1944

FOR THE PRIME MINISTER FROM THE PRESIDENT.

AS A POSBIBLE CLUE TC ORIGIN PRAVDA STORY REFER TO YOUR MAGIC

OF DECEMBER 235 LAST JAA NUMBER 1342 PART ONE OF A TWO PART MESSAGE.

ROCSEVELT
Releanged from the White House Map Room
ab 1818, EWT, 19 Jamuary 1844,
CHESTER C. WOOD,
Captain, U.8. Navy.
DECLABSIPIED

By Dﬁ.ti Archivist of the U.5.
By 0
Date OV 1 197
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22 January 1944 |~(

e
From: Opnav '

Te ¢ MAlusna, London

NMEER 447, PERSONAL AND (WP FROU THE PRESIDENT FOR THE
FORMER NAVAL PERSONM.

Your 550. I agree to your suggestion that the following para-
graph in my LiL be omitted from your message to U.d.

QUOTE: An effort will be made at once to make available from
the surrendered Itallan war ships elght destroyers and four sub-
marines to be teken over by the Soviet as soon as they can be made
available under conditions stated above for the British and U. 5.
ships. UNQUOTE.

Please let me know when your message is sent and ask your
Ambassador to inform Harriman.

ROQSEVELT
Heleased from the White House Map Hoom at
1100, ENT, 22 Jamary 19LL.
L, MATHEWSOM,
Colonel, General Steff
DROLASSIFIED

ohivigt of the U.8.

53 9

Tagl
Thon E—
chaoked 0 g3l
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5. C Form No. 7 r .-

Biviad Ay W4T} i j
Signal Corps, United States Army
Received at
f_fiz JANUARY 22, 1944,

WHITE 1: (Hyde Park)
FROM ADMIRAL TO THE PRES|DENT:
REFERRING TO PRIME'S 550, THE FOLLOWING REPLY |S SUGGESTED
FOR YOURCONSIDERATION,
PRESIDENT TO PRIME. YOUR 550. | AGREE TO YOUR SUGGESTION THAT
wK THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPH IN MY 444 BE OMITTED FROM YOUR MESSAGE TO
,l U.Jd. QUOTE AN EFFOAT WILL BE MADE ATFNEE TO MAKE AVAILABLE FROM THE
1 SURRENDERED |TALIAN WAR SHIPS EIGHT DESTROYERS AND FOUR SUBMARINES
TO BE TAKEN OVER BY THE SOVIETAS SOON AS THEY CAN BE MADE AVAILABLE
' hnntqbaumrmus STATED ABOVE FOR THE BRITISH AND U. S. SHIPS, uuqﬁﬁ
PLEASE LET ME MHNOW WHEN YOUR MESSAGE 1S SENT AND ASK YOUR
AMBASSADOR TO INFORM MARR|MAN. UNQUOTE HMESSAGE. f?»padﬂﬁilff
WMAP ROOM MOTE: NUMBER 550 WAS SENT OVER TO THE PRESIDENT'S OFFICE
YESTERDAY AFTERNOON AND WE THINK HE HAD READ IT. IF NOT, OR IF HE IS
NOT CGLEAR ON IT, WE WILL SEND IT UP ON REQUEST.
NOS1G,

14002 JAN 22/44
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.ﬁ:f:u'q_r 22 January 1944

LEAHY TO PRESIDENT:

-

Referrinz to Primed lo. 550, the following

reply 1s sugpesated lor your conslideration:

PRESIDENT TO PRIME. 1
Your 550. I agred to your sugpestion that
the feollowlng paragraph in my 444 be omitted from

your message to U.J.

QUCTE: An effort wlll be made et once %o
make avallable from the surrendered Italian war
ships eight deatroyers and our submarines to be
talken over by- the Soviet aa soon as they can be
nade avalleble under conditions stated above for

the Brlitlsh and U. 8. ships. UNQUOTE.

Please let me know when your message is sent

and ask your Ambassador to Inform Harriman.

DECLASSIFIED
hivist of tha U.5.
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FroM The President 7y  Tha Prime Minister
SERTAL 447 paTE 22 Jan 44
DATE/TIME 221628 NCR 2741

OR FILE WTHMRER

TOR MAP ROOQM VIA
SUBJECT Transfer of Jtalian shipes to Soviet

ACTION

Answars P ﬁﬁﬂ.

Above message drafted by Admiral Leahy;y sent to the President 1
at Hyde Park at 22/1400C as WHITE 1; approved by Fresident at
22/1443Z in hie BLACK 1; sent to FM at 22/1500Z (221628 NCR 2741).

Goeoirsdl by PH* 55,

COPIES TO: DATE BY DIRECTION OF: e

"4E0 ITALY (2) Sec 1"

ACTION COMPLETED: I FILED:

T —
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22 January 1944 Mﬁ

PRICRITY

:

FROM: Opnav

T0 1 Alusna, London

Humber 448, perscnal md-ﬁ:r the Former Nawval Person
from the President.

Replylng to your 548, it appears preferables te delay sending
our V.L.R. squadron to Lagemns Field pending furthesr efforts to
obtain Salazar's agresment for the Amsricen squadron te use the
field under British cperaticnal control.

I hope you can succesd in influencing Salagar to permit your
air command in the Azeres to utilire in its antl-submarins ceampalign
an Amsrican squadron under Eritish operational ceomtrel.

ROOSEVELT

Eelesaged from the White EHouse Map Room
at 1630, EWT, 22 Jan 1044,

: DECLASSIFIED

% 's a&evna) By D ty Archiviet of the U.S5.
OGDEN 8. COLLINS, By,

Lisutenant (jg), USHR Data
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Al Signal Corps, WUnited States Army
Recrived at
Sl 7 o JANUARY 22, 1944

WHITE 4! (Hyds Park)
FROM LEAHY TO THE PRESIDENT:

REFERAING TO PRIME'S NO, 548 IN WHICH HE SUGGESTS THAT THE
AMER|CAN BOMBING SQUADRON PREPARED FOR SERVICE IN AZORES SHOULD
OPERATE AS A BRITISH UNIT WITH BRITISH MARK|NGS, ETC., | HAVE
DISCUSSED THE PROPOSAL WITH KING WHO SAYS HE PREFERS TO USE THE
SQUADRON ELSEWHERE THAN FROM THE A DRES RATHER THAN MASQUERADING
AS-A BRITISH SQUADRON, THE FOLLOWING REPLY TO PRIME |8 SUGGESTED
FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION:

"PRESIDENT TO PRIME: REPLYING TO YOUR 549 |IT APPEARS PRE-
FERABLE TO DELAY SENDING OUR VLR SQUADROM TO LAGENS FIELD PENDING
FURTHER EFFORTS TO OBTAIN StALAZAFt'S AGREEMENT FOR THE AMERI|CAN
SQUADRON TO USE THE FIELD UNDER BRITISH OPERATIONAL CONTROL. -

| HOPE YOU CAN SUCCEED IN INFLUENCING SALAZAR TO PERMIT YOUR
AlR COMMAND IN THE AZOHES TO UTILIZE IN IT'S ANTI-SUBMARINE

o
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5.C Fom M7’ L J
Signal Corps, Wnited States Army

Beceived at

=B
CAMPAIGN AN AMERICAN SQUADROM UMDER 3RITISH OPERATIOMAL COMTROL."
NO Bl1G

2216402
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The President

The Prime Minister

FroM 0

st OO0 o M
TATR/TINE

O FILE NTMPER

TOE AP ROOM V1A

SURJECT  ufr Squadroms to Asores.

ACTION

Answers PU #6548, 1§ Jan 44, copy of which was given to Admirel

Leahy te prepars reply.

Draft reply sect to the President at Fyde Park ms WEITE 4,
22/1640L, for his spproval) BLACK &, 2219282, gave President'as
approval; sent to CR st 22/1930Z.

E%I‘Bﬂ T01
T

o 1o &Tﬁ;_é’_fﬁ-__

BY DEAECTION OF:
-ty

ACTION COMPLETED:

FILE4
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m 24 Jamuary 1544

#
FROM: Opoav
T0 » Aluvesne, London

Husber -H.E,—nd personal, for the Former Naval Person
from the President.
Your 658. 1 am glad to say that the Argentine ploture haa

changed since receipt of your telegram of Jasuary 23. This morning

cur Asb dor in Bu Alres telephoned urgently that the Argentine
Government gave its solezmn word of honor that it would break relations
with Germany before Saturday noon of this week. At long last the
Argentine Government apparently has suddenly discoversd that the
German Fmbassy ls earrying on espionage and subversive motivities
in flegrent viclaticon of assurances made to the Argentine Covernment.
The contemplated Argentine aotion is comvimeing proof that what
1 have been saying all along ia correct, mamely, that Argentina is
& base of operaticns for activities dangerous both to our comson war
effort and to the pesce of the Azsricas. I think it is olear that
the Argentines got word of what was up and ars taking this sotion in
an sndeavor to atave off moral and possible sconomio sanotions against
her. Altheugh it ia of real silitary advantage to have the Jerman
Esbassy cut of the way, Argentina will hawve to do muoh more in the
wmy of house cleaning of undesirable l‘l—l;ntn and of compliance

DECLASSTFIED
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pLCLASSIFIED
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feleased from the White Fouse Map Room
E 8 wt 2065, FWT, 24 Janu

with her inter-Azerican ccomitments to convinos me of the

sinoerity of her comversica. Now 1s the time for us to press

forward and insist that Argentina put sn end to the enccuragement
of sinister mctivitiss that menace the comduot of the war and
{nternal pesce within seweral of the American republics.

1f you mnd 1 should refuse to deal snergeticslly with the
situntion, the subversive foroes im Argentine and aleewhers would
sonstrus this as & backward step and would be greatly heartensd.

This would prejudice our joint war effort. In additionm, it would

tend to dsstroy imter-American solidarity and place the lowsr part
of the contiment in the power of elaments unfriendly te us. Cur
frisnds there would lose falth inm us.

Argentiza's present willingness to bresk with Germany shows
that we here had correctly dimgnosed the situstion and that Argen-
tins would not have fought back in the way you feared against the
action which we earlier comtesplated. We believe that that mcticn
together with any sssistance which you =ay be willing to rengder

should not be sbandomed but merely held in abeysnos pending
developments.

(]

For the present, we are marely issuing s statement to the
sffect that we are not recognising the Bolivian Revolutiomary

Junta. A similar statement from you would be useful.

ROOSEVELT

s
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(In reply to the :}r!&g? Mininter's message to the Prepident
B

January 24, 1944,
TO THE PRIME MINISTER: -# /47

I am glad to say that the Argentina ploture has changed
gince receipt of your telegram of Jamuary twenty-third. This
morning our Asbassador in Buenos Aires telesphoned urgently that
the Argentine Government gave 1te solemn word of honor that it
would break relations with Germany bafore Baturday noon of thia
week., AT long lest the Argentine Covernment apparently has
suddsnly discovered that the German Embassy 1s carrying on
aaplonape and subverslve activities in flagrant vloclation of
ngsurances made to the Argentine Oovernment,

The contemplated Argentine action 1s oconvinecing proof
that what I have been saying all along ls correct, na=ely,
that Argentina is & base of operations for activitles dangerous,
both to our common war effort and to the peace of the Amerloas,
I think it 1s clear that the Argentines got word of what was
up and are taking this action in an endeavor to stave off moral
and popelble economio smnotlons agninst her. Although 1t iae
of real military advantape to have the Oerman Embasey out of
tha way, Argentina will have to do such more in the way of
houseclsaning of undesirable elements and of compliance with
her inter-American commitments to convince me of the elncerity
of har sonverselon, WNow is the time for us to press forward
and insist that Argentina put an end to the sncouragement of
sinister activities that menace the conduct of the war and

internal peace within several of the American Republice,

0706
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If you and I should refuse to dsal energetically
with the sltuation, the subverslve forces in Argentina and
eleewhoers would construe this ne a backward atep and would
be greatly heartened, This would prejudice our joint war
effort. In addition 1t would tend to destroy inter-Amerioan
solidarity and place the lower part of the Continent in the
pewer of elements unfriendly to us. Our friends there would
lose falth in usa,

Argentina's present willingness to break with Germany
ghows that we here had correctly dlagnosed the situation and
that Argontine would not have fought back in the way you feared
against the action which we earlier contemplated. We belleve
that this actlion together with any assistance which you may
be willing %o render ghould not be abandoned but merely held
in abeyance pending developments,

For the present, we are merely issulng a statement

to the sffect that we are not recognizing the Bolivlan rewvolutionary

Junta. A similar statement from you would be useful,

F it

ROOBEVELT
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
: THE SECRETARY

January 24, 1944

UHOENT
lap Room
The Wilte House

The followlng messaze has been dpproved by
Progident Rocsovelt to be sent to Prime Minlster Winston
Churehill: # 4«9

I en glad to say that the Argentine picture has
changed since recolipt of your telegrsa of January Hi‘;sl')
This mommlag our Anbassador ln Buenos Alres telephoned
urgoently that the Argentine Oovernment pave its solerm
word of honor that it would brealt relationa with Oormeny
before Saturday noon ol this weelk. At long last the
Argentine Covernmont apparently haes suddenly dlscovered
that the Cerman Exbaspy 18 carrying on esplonage md aub-
vorsive sctivities In flagrant viclation of sassurances
made to the Argentine Goverrsent.

The contemplated Argentine nctlon is convineing
proof thet what T have been saying ell slong 1s correct,
namely, that Argentina is a base of ocperatlons flor
aotivities dangerouas both to our common war effort and

to the peace of the Amerlems. I think it 1s cleoar that

-1--. S52IFIED the
pt. letier, 1-11-72

s BB puse_FEB 14172
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the Argentines got word of vhet was up and are taliing
this sectizsn in en endeavor to stave off =oral and possible
sconomic sanctions against her. Although 1t is of roal
military cdventage to have the German Embasasy out of the
woy, Argentina will have to do much more in the way of
house cleanling of undealrable elements end of compllonce
with hor inter-American commltments to convinee me of
the gincerlty of her converalon. Now ia the time for us
to press forward ond inaist that Arpentina put an ond to
the encouragement of slnlater nctivitica thet menace the
sonduct of ths war and Znternal pecce within several of
the American republics.

If you and I should refuse to deal emorgetically
with the situation, the pubversive foroes 1n Argontina
nnd alsowhere would constyue tiis ea A baskward step and
would bo greatly heartened. This would projudice our
jolnt war offort. In additlon, it would tond to deatroy
inter-Amsrican sclidarity md plece the lower part of the
eontinent in the power of slsments unfriendly to us. Our
friends there would lose falth in us.

Argentina's present willlngnesas to broak with Oermany
showa that we here had corrsotly dlagnosed the situstlion
and that Argentina would not have fought bask in the way
you feared ngainat the metlon which we carlier contomplated.
Ve beliave that that actlon togother with sny aaslstance

which
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which you may be willing to render should not be abandoned
but merely held in abeyance pending dovelopnenta.

For the present, we are merely lasulng 8 statement
to the effect that we are not rocognlzing the Bolivian
Revolutlonary Junta. A similer statement from you would

be useful, THD QUOTE.

C.H.

1;"&-#.

81CH
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FROM The President 10 The Prime Minister
SERTAL e pare 24 Jamuary 1944
NATR/TINE
R FILE MTIFER

-
TOR MAP ROOM _~* | via

SURBJECT  prpentine situstion.

ACTION
Aoswers FM §562, 23 Jan 44, ocopy of which was sent %o tho
Seoretary of State.

Mr. Mughes of State Department semt to the Map Foom the
draft of reply, saylog that it had bees OL'd by the President
by phene conversation bavwwen Mims Tully and himself (¥r. Bughes).
Semt to CR at 2055, EWT.

Answered by Pu's §555, 26 Jun 44.

COPTES T . DATE: BY DIRECTION OF:

ACTION COMPLETED: | FILEDt I

g  ——
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26 JANTARY 1044

FROM) OPNAY
T0 @ ALDSNA, LONDON

wuMBeR 450, @ ASD PERSONAL, FOR THE FORMER NAVAL PERSON
FitoM
Pl THE PRESIDENT.

THANK ¥OU FOR YOUR PARA 6, NO. B46) NO. B563; AND 566.

ROOSEVELT

DECLASSIFIED

By Dyput hiviet of ths U.5.
EI__E}M——
Date

—Ny—tar———

Released from the Whits House Map Room
at 1240, EWT, 26 Janoery lS44.

.
a M, ELS

L]
I.i ant M T.5 on ®

. gy

R = r




FROM The President TO The Prise Minister
SERIAL 480 DATE 25 Jan 44
TATR/TINE 25/1722 NCR 3209

08 FILS WumER

I0R VAP ROCM V1A

SURJECT Acknowledgment of PM's Para 8, #8458 (Italian situation); $E63

(Retanticn of Badoglic and Fing); and #6656 (Argentine situation).

ACTION
Anowers Para 8, #5456 (This wan & "maglo” message, and was not
transmitted by usual channels.)) #8688, and #666.

Admiral Leahy, in WHITE 19, 26/1B482, suggested that the above
Fi meswages be mcknowledred without comment. The President approved
ie his BLACK 5§, 25/1824Z., Sent to CR at 1840Z.

Question concerning Fars § FM #5645 arose in unnushbersd message
from London, 26 Jan 44. For sxplanation, ses mescrandum attached
to’ this sessgge.

R —————-

COPIES T TATE: BY DIRBCTION OF:

RETTO O LFTyDY FILED:
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27 January 1944

From: Opnav

To t Ausna, London.
NAMEER 451. PERSONAL AND (gEFROM THE PRESIDENT FOR THE FORMER

NAVAL PERSON.
Replying to your 556, I am highly pleased with Anthony's statement
about Bolivia. I am delighted to have your and his support.

low that Argentina has broken relations with Gemany and Japan, I

trust we can both press forward with the Argentine Government to bring
about full cooperation by Argentina in the suppresslon of activities

inimical to the cause of the United Nations.

ROOSEVELT
Released from the White House Map Room
at 1430, ENT, 27 Jamary 1944
fu,
& M. FLSEY
Liedtenant, USKR
DECLASSIFIED
By Do hivist of tha U.8.

Cloasbad ‘J 5y
ey

27/ #H3  wck 357F

=l i -
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5. C. Form No. 7 L 3

Signal Corps, Tnited States HArmp
Becrined ut

Poros -y * 57 JANUARY 2T, 1944,
"HITE 26¢ (fyde Park)
TO THE PRESIDENT FROM ADM, LEAMY:
IN REPLY TO BLACK NUMBER SIX THE FOLLOWING IS IN REPLY.
FOLLOWING REPLY TO PRIME'S 556, (MHITE 22) |S SUSWITTED FOA YOUR
CONSI DERATION, STATE DEPARTMENT APPROVES AND SUGOESJS THE SECOND
P ARAGRAPH PRES1DENT1T{J PRIME REPLYING TO YOUR 856 | ?Lz;u&yjﬁﬁ
PLEASED WITH ANTHONY'S STATEMENT ABOUT BOLIVIA., WIWR HELPFUL

L
, b i 8
SUPPORT, LS LATTER LS L RO T

NOW rmE'EGE TIHA HAS BROKEN RELATIONS WITH GERMANY AND JAPAN,
Tws/ s Lo :
P PRESS FORWARD WITH THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT

TO BRING ABOUT FULL COOPERATION BY ARGENTIMA IN THE SUF‘PF\L}SSED‘H OF
ACTIVITIES INIMICAL TO THE CAUSE OF THE UNITED NATIONS.

"I?;_."‘

NOS1G.

2714802,

Tl
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I I 27 Jamanry L1944

WHITE 26 IN REPLY TO HLACK &

LFAHY TO PRESIDENT:

The following reply to Prime's 556 (WHITE 22) i» submitted
for your conalderation. State Depert=ent spproves and suggests
the second paragraph:

PRESIOENT 70 PROME: ¥ sl

REPLIING TO ¥OUR 556, I == highly plu-uld dtn{E ( ,ﬁ‘ A‘:mq
Anthomy! atemsnt about
ﬁ?m& oud] 40 Rectaforit -
~sugoart_in this sbbier—tr—weprechrtd.

How Lhat lrgn%mhn rel iﬁmsﬂg y

Garmany and Japan, I uoge osehe-theld 'H!I‘PTINI for=
ward with the Argentine Government to bring about
full cooperation by Argemtina in the suppression of
sctivitios inimical to the caase of tha Unlted

o, ikl

DECLASRIFIED
: ivist of the 0.5,
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THE WHITE HOUSE"

WASHINGTON

26 Jamary 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR ADMIHAL LEAHY:

The President has directed that the
sttached message be referred to you for pre-
peration of & réply in coordination with

the Secretary of State.

B,
5 General Stalfl,
hssistant to the Military Adde.

DECLASEIFIED

0717
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

OFFICE OF AMERICAN REPUBLIC AFFAIRS

Jamuary 26, 1944.

MEMORANDUM FOR ADMIRAT LEAHY

It is suggested that a reply along the followlng
lines be made to the Prime Minlaster's message to the
President with regard to Anthony Eden's declsaration in
the House of Commons on Bolivia:

"I thought that Eden's statement on Belivia
was excellent. I am moat grateful to you for
your cooperation. ";lmt that Argentins has broken
relations with Germany and Japan, I urge again
that we presa forward with the .Argantina Govern=-
ment to bring about full cooperation by Argentina
in the suppression of activities inimieal to the
cause of the United Ha.tiona.:,

For your information I attach hereto a cable from
our Embassy at London transamitting the text of Mr. Eden's

statement.

umﬂﬁathnn
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IC PLLIN
Londen
Datod Jonuery 25, 1944
Rec'd 3:05 p.m.

Seoretory of Stote,
Linshington.

686, 25th

Following 1s the text of the stctomont made by lr.
Eden in the House of Commons this morning in reply to
o question coneerning Boliviep:

"on December 20, 1943 tho Bolivion ‘Government, umder
Genercl Penercnde, which hed deoelorod wer on ‘l}armn:ir end
aigned the United Haotions declarcticns some months
proviously, wes cverthromm by foreco, cnd reploced by a
revolutionery Junta. Informotion which is esveilsble
to us indicates that this developmont wos connected with
cotlivities of subversive groups hostile to the couss of
the United Notions, which are at work in the Viestorh
Hemlsphere. Hia Mojesty's Government hove boon in the
closest consultation en this subjoct with the United
Stctea Oovernment. His Majesty's Governmont in the
United EKingdom do not recognizo the Junta os the legel

govornment of

0719
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-2- {666, 25th.,from London

guvamm&lt of Bolivie, His Mejesty's 'inister designated
to Le Paz will not thorafore now proceed to take up his
post. ‘

The Governments of the United Stetes, BErozil, Costa
Rica, Cuba, Uruguey and Venczuela haove all declared
officizlly thet they do not recognize tho rovolutionery
Junte at La Paz".

/. membor oaked if British Governmont would toko not
only diplomatic oetion, but same economic action as
Unitcd Stctos townrds Bolivia. iir. Edon roplied: "If
you will lock ot tho answer, you will aco we ore in step
with the United States Governmont". J)skod by another
member if thero wesMsecist infiltrotion through the
Gormen Enbassy in Spain, cnd whethor he would "find out
whet wos being done not merely in Bolivia but in other
pcrts, including Urugucy cnd Brezil", Mr. Eden ssid:
There are no Oormen Exbossies in Uruguey or Erazil, but
there is a Gormen Embassy in South .moriec. I hope one
doy we shall soe that go. ‘hen thot happens I think
the position will improve". .naworing on Inquiry cs to
whether tho Felonglsts wore cetive in all South Jmerlicen
countrics, Forolgn Socrctary scid ho belleved these
nati;.'lrtlaa were being organized in the moin by Germen

ggents.

WININT
EB
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FROM The President 0 ‘be Frime Minister

O nars 27 Jam 44 ) !
Y e e

TOR MAP ROOM i VIA =

SURJECT  pppentine and Bolivian situaticn.

—— - - - -

ACTTION
Answars PM ﬁ. which was sent to thas Prealdent at HAyde Park
L1} L] h"lm- in his BLACK ‘. “‘m; dirsoted
=mepanpge b rlhrﬂd to Admiral Leahy and Sec of State for preparation
of reply.

Uraft reply prepared by Adm Leahy; sent to the President as
WHITE 26, 2T1460%; approwved by Fresident with minor changes in
BLACE T; m““l M to PM st 2T18431. ‘

COPIES TO: DATE: BY DIRECTION OF:

ACTION COMPLETED: FILED:
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From: Opnav

Te : MAlusna, London

woszn 452, PERSONAL AxD (@ FROM THE PRESIDENT FOR THE

FORMER NAVAL PERSON.

29 Jamary 1944

Your 554. Harry is improving slowly following a severe attack of

influenza. This however was complicated by a recurrence of his old

digestive disturbance. I hope he will be on deck again in a month's

time, but it is a slow jeb.

Released from the White House Map Hoom
at 1735, ENT, 29 Jamuary 1944.

L. MATHEWSON,
Colconel, General Staff.

ROOSEVELT

DECLASSIFIED

By ty. Archiviat of the U.8.
By,
Date




" 4 ¥
Signal Corps, United States Army
Rereived at

JANUARY 25, 1044,

"HITE 18: #-‘l[-f:".'
TO THE PRESIDENT FROM ADMIRAL BROWN:
THE FOLLOWING HAS BEEN RECEIVED FROM THE PRIME MINISTER, NUMBER

S54, | SHOULD BE GRATEFUL FORMORE NEWS OF HARRY. ADMIRAL WCINTIRE

SUGGESTS THE FOLLOWING REPLY. !“Hﬁﬂﬂfm IS IMPROVING SLOWLY

FOLLOWING ASEVERE ATTACK /OF
NLemntuie Ap s pooff

DIGESTIVE DISTURZANCE,

MONTH'S TIUE, A

INFLUENTA THIS WAS €D
NI WMPLICATED BY &
[ h--}(/zf J}cﬂﬁ?h{ﬁ Fats,

IN A

2515452 fdf-
*

;e 5

0723



PROM The Prasident 0 The Prime Minister
SERTAL 462 BATE 29 Jan 44
TATE/TIME -

0R FILE WTEER

TOR MAP ROOM == viA s

EUBJECT Hopkine' flness.

ACTION
Answers FM 554, which was sent to Hyds Park as WHITE
16, Z57TBIBE, topether with suggested reply prepared by
Admiral Melntire.

Approved by President upon his return to Washington,
28 Jan 44, with minor changes, and sent to FN at RREZESBE,

égﬁtu(étgagn,iafﬂfzf

COPIES TO: TATE: BY DINECTION OF:

ACTION COMPLRTED: FILEDS
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From: Opnav
To ¢ Alusns, London

NUMEER 453. PERSONAL ANGENN FROM THE PRESIDENT FOR THE FORMER
MAVAL PERSON.

1 should be very much interested in hearing about your talk with

General DeGaunlle at Marrakech.

ROOSEVELT
Released from the White House Map Room at
1735, EWT, 29 Jamary 1344.
L. MATHEWSON,
Colonel, General Staff.
DECLASSIFIED

rohiviest of the 0.8.
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Signal Corps, Enited States Army
Beceined at
JANUARY 26, 1944
WHITE 24:

e i 53
FROM ADMIBAL BROWN TO THE PRESIDENT:

MR. HOPKINS HAS SUGGESTED THAT YOU MIGHT WISH TO SEND THE
FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO THE PRIME MINISTER.

QLIGTG_ SHOULD BE VERY MUCH INTERESTED IN HEARING ABOUT YOUR
TALK WITH GEMERAL DE GAULLE AT WMARRAKECH . .

WW

NOSIG.

2821447,
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FROM The Prosident ™ The Prime Minister

|
sErIaL 408 nate 29 Jan 44,
TATR/T1IME

OR FILE WNTMBER

T0R MAP ROOM VIA
SURJECT  gonversations between Churohill and De Gaulle at Marrakech.

ACTION
Hansags given to Lt. Elssy by Mr. Hopkins for trensmission

to the President at Hyde Park for his approval. Buggested
to FM sent to Hyds Park ma WHITE 24, 2144Z. Proesident
approved upon his return to Washington, 29 Jan 44, Sent to
the FM at E92125Z.

Cngoweneed é,nuﬁﬁwﬁ

COPIES TO: DATE: BY DIRECITON OF:

ACTION COMPLRTED: FILED:t l
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28 Janmunry 1544
CP PRIORITY

FROM:1 COCpnoav
T 1+ Alusna, London

NUMBER 454, PERsoyAL AND@EEEN), FROM THE PRESIDENT FOR THE
FORMER NAVAL PERSOM.
Cperations of the Alr Transport line from Indla inte China and

operations in Eurma hawe, fro= the outset, been embarrassed by a lack

s

of vigorous maoagement of the lines of comsunication, Efforts on the
part of the civilian mansgement for improvement have produced disap-
pointing results which are now dirsotly and adversely affecting the
support of U.5. air forces in China st & oritical moment. Up to the

p pressnt time, steps leading to military cemtrol have besn frultless
exoept for the mceesptance of M!ﬂl; fallway battalions on Bengal=
hesam Fallroad. These troops are now progreseively taking over porticns
of thet line., This, howsver, has not prevented a breakdown slsewhers 4
cn the lines of communicoation which has put three of our China iir ferry
finlds in Assam out of motlon besauss of lack of aviation gasolinme,

Congestion begims in Caloutts iteelf where many vessels are serlously

delayed through lack of effective cocrdimating comtrol over the motlve
itiep of the port and on the barge lines leading therefrcm.

1 fesl that only your personal intervention will sscure the prompt
adoption of those foreeful memsures which are esssntial to success in
handling the port of Caloutta, reilway and barge lines leading from that
port into Assam. I urge that all of the lines of cossuniocation, from

Caleutta inclusive, into Assam be pleced at ones under full military
DECLASSIFIED

m By Archiviat of the U.8.
= 1y .

R e
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control and that officers of ocutstanding competence who will tolerate
neither failure nor delay be assigned to this work. The United States
stands ready to sssist in furnishing expert personnel should you deeire

this. I am sure that Mountbatten would agree that the situstion is

sericus.

ROOSEVELT

Feleased from the White House Map Room
at 1815, ENT, 29 January 1844.

Elpt‘i O, CsEs

DECLASSIFIED

By Archivist of the U.5.
@} : “‘WFM__
Date v )

e a}
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WAR DEFARTMENT

THE CHIEF OF STAFF

WASHINGTOMN 29 January 1944

MEMORANTUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Subject: Fallure of Calcutta-Assam Line of
Commund cationa,

The sltuation on the Caleutta~Assam Line of
Commnications feeding our bases in Northesast India
is precarious. Civil admindistration directs and controls
all transportation in India, The Indian suthorities have
failed to cperate the means at thelr disposal efficlently,
the Port of Calcutta is tied up, the broad gmige railroad
commecting Bengal with Assam has been interrupted, the
barge lines most insxpertly handled,

At this times three of ocur Alr Transport Command
fialds in Assam are without gas, lump operationa have
beon discontimied from those fields. Levels of supply
are at a dangercusly low lsvel at all bases in Assam,

Mlitary control of Caloutta-Assam Iines of
Communications is the only solution to this problem,
Both British and U.3. military in India have been pressing
for this to no avail., The problem has also been presantad
to Marshal Dill,.

It La therefore my recommandation that you take this

matter up with the Prime Minister. A proposed message is
attached,

TR, P

L Staff.
LABEITIED

BF Authority of QEOEK SFL
ARNY BY _TAG PER 726214
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AT

DECLASBIFIXD
|::§ﬂ|t orl the U.5.

By Dopu

By,

{:

Date

#.,f- 29 Jan /2.

Operations of the Air Transport line from India into China
and operations in Burma have, from the outset, besn embarrassed by a
lack of vigorous management of the lines of commumnication. Efforta
on the part of the clvilian management for improvement have produced
disappointing results which are now directly and edversely affecting
the support of U.5. air forces in China at & critical moment. Up to
the present time, steps leading to military control have been fruit-
lesa except for the acceptance of American railway battalions on Bengal-—
Aspam Railrosd. These troops are now progressively taking over portions
of that line. This, however, has not prevented a breakdown elsewhere
on the lines of communication which has put thres of our China Alr
farry flelds in Assam out of actlon because of lack of aviation gaso-
line. Congestion begins in Calcutta itself where many vessals are ser-
iously delayed through lack of effective coordinating control over the
activities of the port and on the barge lines leading thersfrom.

I fesl that only your persenal intervention will sscurs tha
prompt sdoption of those forceful messures which are essential to
sugcess in handling the port of Caloutta, railway and barge lines lead-
ing from that port into Assam, I urge that all of the lines of communi-
cation, from Caloutta inclusive, into Assam be placed at once under full
military control and that officers of outstanding competence who will
tolerate meither failure nor delay be amssigned to this work. The
United States stands resdy to assist in furnishing expert personnel

gshould you desire this, r, Bt dtane ;.-..;'..; ;/'4,. _'lﬁ;,!’7‘

Tte. 4o - 79 ' ;
L Y | }-/H'f b wed /f’r :’,/?:r-/f. Lo PL Vgpo
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St
T
FROM The Preasident T0 The Prime Minister
SERTAL 45 DATE 28 Jan 44 '
NATE/TIME

TOR MAF ROCM

Via

steJECT Cperations of Alr Transport line from India into Chipa.

ACTION Messaze drafted by Chiefs of Steff's office, approwed by
the President) semt to FM as #454, 292215%.

(Brseiad Hsntivaly Jf Py 56l

CoOPIBS TO:

DATE:

BEY DIRECTION OF:

ll

FILED:
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