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ALUSHA, LORDOR

MMBER 484, FROM THE PRESIDENT T2 THE FIORMER HAVAL PEHSCH .

Your Mumber 597. In view agreement for alterpate origination
and your origination lsst month, I sropose the following statement
for relesse March L0th:

QUOTE. Desnite the inereasing traffic of United Hations shipping
in the Atlantic, February 1944 wis the lowest month as to tonnage
of Allied merchant ship lozses te enemy U=boat action since the
United States entered the war; and Februsry was the second lowest
month of the entire war.

hpain there were more U-Boats destroyed than merchant vessels
sunk, zo the exchange rote remsins faversble to the United Nations.
In actusl numbers & few more U=Ooats were sunk in February than in
JENUATY.

The lack of aggressziveness on the part of the U=Deat continues.
UNSUOTE.

ROJSEVELT

Heleased from the White House Map Room
at 1720, E.'.T, 2 March 19L4:

DECLASEIFIED
By Deputy Archivic: of the 0.8,
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£ March 1944

447 ")[
TO PRIME WINISTEK FROM THE PKESIDENT. PERSONAL AND gy

Your Humber 597. In view agreement for alternate origination 1

and your origination last month, I propose the following statement
for relesse March 1Oth:

QUOTE. TDespite the increasing traffie of United Nations shipping

in the Atlantic, February, 1944 was the lowest month as to tonnage
of Allied merchant ship losses to enomy U-Bout action since the
United States entered the war; and February was the second lowest
month of the entire war.

Azain there were more U-Bozts dest.r;:n;red then merchant
vessels sunk, so the exchange rate remains favorable to the United
Hatisns. In setual rumbers a few more U-Doats were sunk in February
than in Jamary.

The lack of apggressiveness on the part of the U-Boat

continues. URGIOTE.

% ROOSEVELT
DECLABSIFIED
Br ty Arghiviet of the U.8.
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FROM The President 0 The Frize Minister |
BERIAL 454 DATE 2 March 1844 I‘
NATE/TINE ,
02 FILE NTMPER 022166 NCR 9578
TCR MAP ROOM VIA
SUBRJECT : I
February sonthly Submarine Warfare Statesent. |
ACTION .!'
Answers PM 537 I
|
I

Statement preparsd by Mevy Department) dispatoh dictated by
Captain Wood in Map Foom; approved by Presidemt in Dootor's office.

_M,ﬁy?ﬂjéﬂlﬁ__ t3 h“‘f

COPTES TO: NATE: BY DIRECTION OF:

ACTION CCMPLETED: FILEDY J
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3 March 1944
DECLASSIFIED
From: Opnav By U'F'Lt" Archiviet of the U5
By
To : Alusne, London Dats mr 1 1871

MMBER 485, PERSoNAL AtD SENEEN. FROM THE PRESIDENT FOR THE FORMER
NAVAL PERSON.

Your 591, 592 and 595 recelved.

Eeferring to 591, I am having the oil question studied by the De-
partment of State and my oil experts, but plesse do accept my assurances
that we are not making sheep's eyes at your oll flelds in Irag or Iranm. I
gannot hold off the conversations much longer.

Referring to 592, we also are concerned about the apparent concen-
tration of enemy forces at Singapore and uncertain as to enemy

(, intentions in that area.

¥e are sending our best carrier with a destroyer escort to jodn your
naval force in the Indian Ocean.

Referring to 595, Uncle Joe's sttitude toward your suggested compro-
mise on the Polish problem la very disappointing.

I have Stalin's message of February 26th addressed to both of us in
regard to the loan of elght destroyers and requesting that at least half
of thes be of a modern type. It would seem that the destroyers you agreed
to deliver would be very useful to the Soviet Mavy. I find them highly
efficient for eacort duty.

Can you suggest anything that would assdst in making & reply to U.J.'s

message regarding the destroyers?
ROOSEVELT

(_ Heleased from the White House Map Room
at 1150, ERT, 3 March 19L4
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DECLASSIFIED

ty Archivist of the U.B.

By

-~
m March' 7, 1944,
R

PRESIDENT 70 PR > 77 5

Your EEﬁ: ﬁsﬁfm 595 recelved.

Referring to 591, I am having the oil question studied
by the Department of State and my oll experts. ‘-"-——‘-—-—\__\_

Referring to 592, we also are concerned about the N

apparent concentration of enemy forces at Singapore and uncarth
&8 to enemy intentlons in that arsa.

Wa m our best carrier with a destroyer sscort
te joln your naval force in the Indlan Ocean.

Referring to 595, Unecle Joe's attlitude toward your
sugrested compromlse on the Polish problem ia very disappointing.

I have 5telin's message of February 26th addressed to
both of us in regard to the loan of sight destroyers and requesting
that at leaat half of them be of a modern type. It would seem that
the deatroyers you agreed to dellver would be very useful to the
Soviet Navy. I [ind them highly efficlent for esecort auty.

gan you suggest anythlng that would aaslst in maklng
a roply to U.J's measage regarding the destroyers? e
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FROM The Presidemt ro The Prime Minister
agriki, 498 nare 3 March 44
NATR/TINE

OR FILE MTMBER

TOR MAF ROOM VIh

SURJECT 01l conference; enemy forces at Singapore; Pollsh-Fussian re=
lations; tranefer of Italian ships to Fusaia,.

ACTION
Answars Fil's 581, 682, and 505,
Frepared by Admiral Leahy, spproved by President 3 Mar 44,
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COPIES TO: NATE: BY DIRECTION OF4
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- 5 MARCH 1944
URGEST

FROM: OPHAV
TG 1 ALUSHA, LONDON

NUMBER 486, PERSONAL ANDYSNWWS, FROM THE PRESIDENT FOR THE
FORMER NAVAL PERSCH.

In reply to insistent guestioning at a press conference today I
stated that Italian merchant ships and war ships are now belng used
in our war effort by the Allied Mediterranean command and that some
of the Italian ships or substitutes thersfor from the Britlsh and
Amer ioan tunmgq.ﬂ.ll be ellocated to the Soviet Navy to assist in

their requirements for their war effert.

ROOSEVELT

Feleased from the White Houss Map Room
at 1204, ENT, 3 Maroch 1844,

L., MATHEWSON,
Colonel, General Staffl.

DECLASSIFIED

By Deputy archivigt of the U.B.
By '5' Fﬂ;#
Date 1
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PRESIDENT TO PRIME
In reply to insistent gquestloning at

-
[ -

March 3, 1944

#. 7l

a press conference today I stated that Itallan
merchant ships and war ships are now belng used
in our war effort by the alliad Mediterranean command
gend that some of the Italian ships or subatitutes
therefor from the British and Amerlecan tonnage
will be allocated to the Soviet Nevy to asaslst
in thelr requirements f'or their war eflort,

ftows wﬂfﬂ-
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DEOLASSIFIED

By Deputy Azchiviat of the U.E.
h,%—
Date
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FROM The Fresidenot 0 The Frime Minister {
. | A it 3 Maroh 1944

%’-"ﬁﬁ%m 081636 NCRO466

TOR MAP ROOM VIA 1'

SURJECT  Transfer of Italian ships to Ruseis.

ACTION
Propared by Admiral Leahy.
ldenticon]l message sent to Marshal Stalin, 3 Mar 44,

g & Sea ection slip on these
messages for detealled story.

COPIES TO4 DATE1 BY DIRECTION OF:

ACTION COMPLETED: FILED:
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“ 5 MARCH 1044

FRIORITY

FROM1  OPHAY
TO 1 ALUSHA, LONDGH

ynce 487, gEIRND FERSONAL, FOR THE FOPMER NAVAL PERSON
FROM THE PEESIDENT.

Referring your 5968, In sgresment with your suggeation we have
{nstrusted Jacwin Mission to inform Minister of Pulgarin that re=
pressotatives of the three Alliss are prepared to confer im Caire
with a fully qualified Bulgarian Mission. Jadwin also direotsd te
tolegraph immediately to Mashington any reply that he may recelve.

1n view of the imclusien of the Balimns in General Wilson's
arsa it ssems to ms that he is the sorrset official to control any
mlenlon to dlscuss surrendsr terma of Bulgaria.

ROOSEVELT

Heleased from the White Houss Map Room
at 1206, EWT, 3 March 1ld4.

DECLASSIFIED

L. MATHEWSON, By Deputy Archivist of the U.B.

Colonel, General Staff,




March 3, 1044,

PRESIDENT TO FPRIME ‘j"‘?‘tFr'?

Referring your 596, In agresment with
your suggestion we have lnatructed Jadwin Misslon to
inform Minlster of Bulgaria that representatives of the s
three anlliea are prepared to confer in Calro with a

fully gualified Bulzarlan Hlssion. Jadwin also dlrected

to telegraph immediastely to Washington any reply that hea
may rocelve,
In view of the ineclualon of the Balkana in ]
General Wilson's ares 1t seems to me that he is the
.ﬂmﬁwi

correct officlal to-hemd any mission to discuas surrender

NP aces

terms of Pulgaria.

DECLASSIFIED

By Deputy Archiviat of the 0.5,
“@'—%ﬁtrm— |
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TEOM The Fresident o The Prime Minister

SERIAL 487 pare 3 March 1944
MATE/TIME 031843 NCR 9467

OR FILE NTMRER

TOR MAP ROOM VIA

SURJECT

Surrender of Bulgaria

ACTION
Answers PM #6968, which was sent to President at Hyde Park as
WHITE 44, 292226Z. In BLACK 9, 2923372, the Fresident directed that
Mr, Stettinius be furnished copy for necessary action. BSent to
Gtate Department on 1 March 1844,
Jadwin Missicn given instructions by 0SS message §26264, from
Donovan to Toulmin, (Filed "370 Pulgaris.” )

: Answer to Prime Minister prepared by Admiral Leahy; approved !
by President.

Answered by Pul ¢iB7, S Mar LL,

COPIES TOy DATE: BY DIRECTION OF:

WW{M

# s W
< -M_%
ACTION COMP 1 FILED:
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& March 1944

From: Opnav

To 1 Alusna, London

NUMBER 488. PERSONAL AND Q. FROM THE PRESIDENT FOR THE
FORMER HAVAL PERSON.

Thank you for your message Mumber 506. We will issue the
statement without repeat without the last sentence.

ROOSEVELT
Released from the White House Map Hoom
at 1830, EWT, 6 March 1944.
GED M. ELSEY
Lieutenant, USHR
DECLASSIFIED

By Dgputy Archivisi of the U.B.
By [
_Date 9."

Tl 0éazal acr 999&
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4*;453 PROPOSED MESSAGE —— ROUGH DRAFT

FHOM:  OPNAV
T0 & ALUSNA LONDON

pensoNaL AND WM. FEOM THE PRESIDINT T0 THE FORMER NAVAL
PERSON. NOUMBER _____

TEASK YOU FOR YOUR MESSAGE SUMBER €06, WE WILL ISSUE THE
STATEMENT WITHOUT REFEAT WITHOUT THE LAST SENTENCE.

AR

DECLASBITTED

By Reputy Archivipt of tha 0.8,
By .
Date,

0014




Thoe President o The Prime Miniater
SERTAL LB8 DATE 6 March 194L
TATR/TINE
OF FILE MTOER 062326 MNCR 9996
|

TOR MAP ROOM | via
URJEOT d

Fobruary monthly submarine warfere statement.
ACTION

Apswers Pu 606.

Aeziral Brown draft this reply after consultation
with the Presidéamt. !

For complete ection on Februury submarine warfara
statement, sea "wWH 000.7 (3) S@e. 2"

COPIES TOs DATE: BT DIRECTIOR OF:
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From: Opnav
To : Alusna, London

WABER 489. PERSONAL AND [y FROM THE PRESIDENT FOR THE
FORMER MAVAL PERSON.

Recelpt is acknowledged of your messages 598 to 607 inclusive.
Thank you for your very kind message to Mrs, Roosevelt.

Reference your &01, I agree with your proposed jolnt message to
Ued« sbout destroyera to be sent.

1 &= sending you by the following sessage (L90) =y recommendation
about the Italian Goverrment.

In order to try to put at rest the concern of the Italian Navy
about thelr ships what do you think of sending the following to General
Wilson and to the Haval Comsanders in the Wediterranean for confldential
information of Italian officials:

QUOTE. At Teheran it was agreed that ships of the Italian Havy
should be used where they could be employed most effectively against the
common eneay. It was aleo agreed in principle that Ruseis is entitled to
her share in the increase of Allied Naval strength resulting from the
surrender of the Italian Fleet. Russis 1s now in urgent peed of additional
Naval strength. For the present Oreat Britaln and the Unlted States will
lend poms of thedir ships to Russis to compensate for the help they are
recelving from the Italian Havy. It is not intended to tranafer amy
Italian ships to Russis at present. UNQUOTE. mu““,}?r T

e AreHiviE
-]l =

By,
Dete,




Your 608 has Just come after what appears above had been prepared.

Ildn not think there is any essential confliet, I will wire you again in

& short ti=ze.
ROOSEVELT
Relessed from the White House Map Room
at 1315, EWT, 7 March 1944
L. MATHEWSON,
Colonel, Deneral Staff.
DECLASSIFTED

By Deputy Archivist of the U.8,
By
Date

oI55 werR &7
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Eri%ir \*i1bV\rvw_kﬁ~\Q };;;Et;jzrﬁxp,
PROPOSED MESSACE -- ROUGH DRAFT DECLABRIFIED

By Deputy chivist of the U.8.
ey
PO OPFHAY 5. >
TO4 ALUSHA LONDON 'jﬁ/-f o Date

PEREONAL AND W™ FEOM THE PRESIDENT TO THE FORMER NAVAL
PEREON. NUMBER 457

RECEIPT IS ACENOWLEDGED OF OUR MESSAGES 598 TO 605 INCLUSIVE.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR VERY KIND MESSAGE TO MRS. ROOSEVELT, JRRSSNE ..
REFERENCE YOUR 60L I AGREE WITH YOUR PROPOSED JOINT MESSAGE TO
U.7. ERGEMRENG DESTROYERS, T5 M matnX - )
1 AM SENDING YOU BY THE FOLLOWING usasm% WY RECOMMENDATION ABOUT
THE ITALIAN mmmw% ORDER T0 TRY TO PUT AT REST THE CONCERM
OF THE ITALLAN NAVY ABOUT THEIR SHIPS WHAT DO YOU THINK OF SENDING
1 ) THE FOLLOWING TO GENERAL WILSON AND TO THE NAVAL COMMANDERS IN THE
MEDITERRANEAN FOR CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION OF ITALIAN OFFICIALS:
WAT TESHERAN IT WaS AGREED THAT SHIPS OF THE ITALIAN NAVY

SHOULD PE USED WHERE THEY COULD BE FMPLOYED MOST EFFECTIVELY AGAINST

THE COMMON ENEMY.'\ IT WAS ALSO AGRAED IN PRINCIPLE THAT RUSSIA 15
ENTITLED 70 HER SHARE IN THE INCREASE OF ALLIED NAVAL STRENGTH
KESULTING FROM THE SURRENDER OF THE ITALTAN FLEETy, FOR 1HE PRESENT
GREAT BRITAIN AND THE UNITED STATES WILL LEND SOME OF THEIR SHIPS
70 RAUSSIA TO COMPENSATE FOR THE HELP THEY ARE RECKIVING FROM THE

ITALIAN NAVY. IT IS5 MOT INTEHDED TO TRANSFER ANMY ITALIAN SHIPS TO

FUSSIA AT Pf;li'h" ] .-l_'_ ﬁ
g /?
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FROM The President TC The Prime Minister
serzar 89 DATE 7 March 4L
TATR/TIME

OR _FILE NI'MBER

TOR MAP ROGM VIA

sUBJECT Tremsfer of Italian ships; Italian political
situstion.

ACTION
Acknowledgzes P megs 598 thry 607,

&m:a_m_@l_h_ﬁ% Draft prepered by Admiral
Brown after discusslon w Admiral Leahy; aepproved by

President.

(Pl #608 was received just as thismessage was bei
::911;.1 Lest para added; #6028 further anawered in POTUS

Answered by Pm $612, :
COPIES TO: NATE BY DIRBOTION OF:

ACTION COMPLRTED: FILED:
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G T March 1944

From: Opnav
To : Alusna, London

NUMBER 490. PERSONAL AND g}, FROM THE PRESIDENT FOR THE
FORMER HAVAL PERSON.

Our advices from Italy indicate that the political situation there
is rapidly deterlorating to our disadvantoge and that an immediate decision
in breaking the impasse between the present Goverrment and the six
opposdtion partien is essentinl.

Genersl Wilson hes had to forbid & strike called by three of the
antli=-Fascist partles in the Naples area. I fear we are moving into a slt-

‘ uetion in which the Allied muthorities will have to use forece ageinet the
anti-Fascist leaders and groups.

One of General Wilson's telegrams of February 29 (MAF 634) reports
that the Covermment end the opposition are walting for an indication of
Allied policy with regerd to their respective plans. I would like to giwe
Genaral Wilson an lmmediate reply. As you know, we prefer the program put
forward by the elx opposition parties which involves the abdicetion of
Victor Emmamiel and the delegation of the powers of his successor to a
QUOTE Lieutenant UNQUOTE of the realm, acceptable to the six political
parties. Croce has been mentioned as thelr probable choice. General Wil-
son and his advipers have recommended the acceptance of this proposal and
are awaiting our approval. My feeling is that we should mssure at the
earliest opportunity the active cooperation of the liberal political groups

. by bringlng them into the Italian Oovermment. DECLASSIFTED

By Dpputy Archivist of the 0.85.
HIM,

m- l- Date

0021

—
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If you will send instructions to your Chiefs of Staff here, we can
send an agreed directive to Genersal Kilson in the early part of the week.
ROOSEVELT

Released from the White House Map Room
at 1315, ENT, 7 March 194k.

L. MATHEWSOR,
Colonel, Genersl Staff.

IECLASETFTED

By Doppt

By BB nt of the v.s,
nl“-.______\m\-.

671758 MR &Y
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( P 6 MaRCH 1944

C

FROWw: OFPNAV
T0 : ALUSHA, LOKDON LM /)

WUMSEH mi. WD PEACOWAL. FROL THE PRASIUENT FOR
TH: FORMER HAVAL PEHSON.

Our advices from Italy indicate that the politiosl situstion
there ia rapldly deteriorating to cur disadvantage and thet en
immediate deolsion in breeking the impasse between the presant
Governcent and the alx opposition partiss 1s casential.

Genoral Wilson hss hed to forbid & strlike called by three
of the antl-Fasolst pertles in the Naplea arca. I fesr we are
moving into a situation 1n which the Allled suthorities will
have to use force against the antl-Fasoclet leaders and groups. ____}

~ oL .1
gary to suppr m
ForTT WEwhgat, Ly
One of General Wilson's telegrame of February 29 (HaF 634)

reports that the Covernment and the apposition &re walting for
an indication of Allied policy with regard to their respective
plans. I would like to glve Gensral Wilson an lmsediate reply.
As you know, we prefer the progrem put forward by the alx op-
position parties shioh inwlves the abdioation of Vietor Esmanuel
and the delegation of the powers of his successor to & «UOTE
Lisutenant UNJUOTE of the realm, soceptable to the six politicel
partien. Crooce has been mentioned an thelr ppobable choloe.

DECLASSIFIED
m - of the 1.5,

1

|
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General Wilson and his edvisers have recoumended the ageaptance
of this proposal end are awaiting our approval. Ky feeling is
that we should nsaure at the earliest opportunity the aotive
cooperation of the liberal political groups by bringing them
into the Italisn Govermment.

If you will send instruotions to your Chiefs of Staff
here, we can send en agreed directive to Genmeral Wilsen in the
early part of the week.

ROOSEVELT

Released from the White House Mep Room
at 1030, EWT, & March 19.L.

L. MATHEWSON,
Colonel, Gemeral Starf.

IECLABETFTED

By ty Archiviat of tha U.5.
9” nﬂsm_
Datn NOV 1 m
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DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

March 4, 1944
MEMORANDUM FOR THE FRESIDENT

Subject: Proposed Cable to the Prize Minister
on the Italian Political Bituatlon,

aie 378 Maly WA
In compliance with your memorandum of Harch 4, I have

prepared a proposed cable to the Prime MHinister for your

gonsideration and dlspateh if you approve. In wiew of

the rapid political developments of the past two weeks in

Italy, we feel that General Wilson is in urgent need of

guldance, As far ae we are aware he has not had any reply

te his several telegrams, at least in which this Gow nt

participated,

Enclosure:

Draft cable to the
Frime Minlster,

| oo2s
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PROPOSED CABLE FROM THE PRESIDENT TO THE PRIME MINISTER

Our advices from Italy indioste that the politioal
situation there is rapidly deteriorsting to our disadvantage
and that an immediate decision in breaking the impasse
between the present Government and the six opposition
parties is eesential,

General Wilson has had to forbid a strike called by
three of the anti-Fascist parties in the Naplee area, I
fear we are moving into a eltuation in which the Allled
suthorities will have to use force against the anti-Fasocist
leadere and groups, I feel atrongly that our policy should
be ec designed that 1t would never be neceseary to suppress
these elemente by using force againet them,

One of General Wilscn'e telegrame of February 28
(NAF 634) reporte that the Government and the opposition
are walting for an indlcation of Allled policy with regard
te their respective plane. I would like to glve General
Wilson an lmmediate reply, As you know, we prefer the
program put forward by the six opposition parties whioch
involvea the abdicetion of Viotor Emmanuel and the delega-
tion of the powerse of his successor te a QUOTE Lieutenant
UNQUOTE of the realm, acceptable to the s8ix political
parties. COroce has been mentioned as their probable cholce.
General Wilson and his advisers have reconmended the accept-
ance of this proposal and are awaiting our approval, My
feeling is that we should assure at the earliest opportunity
the active cooperation of the liberal politioal groups by
bringing them into the Itallian Government,

If you will send instruotions to your Chiefe of Btaff
here, we can send an agreed directive to OGeneral Wilson in

the early part of the week. —

/ﬁ, Lot [,', ‘ 0026



Froy The President

70 The Prime Miniater

SERIAL 490

nate 7 March 1944

TATR/TIME
OR FILE N'MFER

TOR MAP ROOM

¥1a

SURJECT

Italian political situstion.

ACTION

(See Pu §593; POTUS #483; PM §594 for previous

correspondence. )

By memo to the President dated 2 liar L4, the State
Department sent their comments on Italian siituation a8
described by Gen Wilson in NAF's 634 and 635. On . Mar,
the President direoted Stata Dept to prepare draft msg
to PM. Draft msg sent to President on L Yar; approved;

given to Map Room

on 6 Mer for transmission.

Admiral Brown directed thet message he held up until
e and Admiral Leahy could disucss it with the President,
Message finally sent, with changes by the President,

on 7 Mar Li.
Answered by Fi §610.

COPIES TO: DATE:

BY DIRKECTICH OF)

-
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8 MAKCH 1944 \&&

FrOw: OPHAY

T0 ¢ ALUSNA, LONDON

NUMBER 491. FROW THE PRESIDENT FOR THE FORWER HAVAL

pemcos, W 50 PERSOMAL.
Your &607.

Mr. MaoVeagh will =et for us, his instruotions at this
atege belng only to Llisten to what the Bulgarians have to
say. He is being informed that Mr, MacMillan will be the
Eritiah representative, and directed to keep Ln touch with

him.

We agree that General Wilson, who will be responsible
to the Combined Chiefs in matters pertmining to the activities

of the Bulgarian Misalon, should be

dovelopmonts, end thet he be direoted to have a military

representative pressnt.

Heleaged from the White House Map Hoom

st 1205, EWT, 8 March 1544.

L ﬁmnl
Colonal, Geperal Starr.

A i

kept fully informed of

ROOSEVELT

DECLARSIFIED
By Deputy Archiviat of the U.8.

By,

"-‘-“-—-—HW—I—IQ?[——
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R —
FROM The President 7g The Prime Minister
seran 491 parg O Mar 4L
TATR/TIME :
OR FILE NMPER
TOR MAP ROOM VIA
SUBJECT Bulgarian surrender.
ACTION ¥
&mﬂmg, whioh was pent by direction of the
President to “tate Bepartment for preparstion of Taply
after consultation with the Jolnt Chiefs of Staff.
Proposed reply given to President by Admiral Leahy,
8 Mar L4; spproved; sent to CR at 1205 .
Acknowledged ip P #6111,
. " -H'J-J-ﬂ{ '.?75‘-' """,?f":fml_‘"" '('a k
COPIES 2, ‘ ’ naTe, BY DIRECTION OF;
ACTION COVPLETED: FILAD: a 1
) .
____-_—
0029
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FrROa: OPNaV
T0 : ALUSHA, LONDOH

NUMBER f92. FPERSOHAL Mm-’ FROM THE PRESIDENT TO
THE FORMER NAVAL PERSON.

Referring to your 608, I can find no fault in your
proposed statement to Parliament conteined in the last para-
graph thereof.

Please glve me your resction to the messege proposed in
my 4LB9 to be sent to General Wilson and to our naval commenders
in the Mediterrancan for confidential information of Itzlien
offiolals.

ROOSEVELT

Released from the Wnite House Map Room
gt 1210, EWT, 8 March 194.L.

L. MATHEWSDN,
Colonel, Genaral Staff.

By E? Archivist of the U.S.
Dats_ 1 m :

e

g

0§16 /6 NeR1Vo
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“ March 8, 1944,

rrestomNT 70 prnm 2 497

Refarring to your 608, I can find
ne fault in your proposed statement to Parliament
gontalined in the last paragraph thereof.

Plesse pgive me your reaction to the
message proposed ln my 408 to be aent te Neneral
Wilson and to our naval sommanders In the Mediterranean

for confidential information of Italian officials.

IR b

By

ﬂlml!hm

hi!

= BPuty Archiviat ar the 1.8,
Date

0031
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FROM The President 70 The Prime Minister
SERIAL 492 DATE 8 Mareh 1944
e 1 TR 081646 NCR 240
R MAP BOOM VIA
SURJECT

Transfer of Italisn ships.

ACTION

Pid (FMl #608 wae acknowledged in
POTUS §4B9,

Draft reply prepared by sdmiral Leehy; approved
by President.

Agknowledged in P& #611,

: L , which approves -
geﬂtﬁ%?ﬁ'g‘iﬂg PP Ty

COPIES TO: DATE: BY DIRECTION OF:
ACTION TOMPLRTED: FILED:

B e e ——
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8 MARCH 1944

FROk: OFPNAV
T : ALUSNA, LONDON

WUsBER 493, WY WD PERSOMAL, FROM THE PRESIDENT
T0 THE FORMFR NAVAL PERSON,

P il s i - e i —— '-J

Your 609. The reply to U.J. contained jherein seems
to be a very clear and concise statement of the British
gttitude in the Polish controversy.

It will be of assistance to me in handling our Polish

complications here.

BOOSEVELT

Released from the White House Map Hoom
at 1215, EWT, 8 March 1944.

T

L. MATHEWSON, DECLABBIFIED

Colonel, General Staff. By Qeputy Archivigt of the D.8.
By,
Date

m ofldE  NeR 2
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March 8, 1944.

prestDENT T0 PR # 417

Your 608. The reply to U.J. contalned
therein seema to be a very clear and concise
statement of the British attitude in the Polish
controversy.

It will be of maslatance to me in

handling our Polish complications here,

fﬁ.ﬁ'i it ?-i{,n-ﬂ‘fr

DECLASSTFIED
By Peputy Archivige of

By,

the 0.3,




FROM The President TO The Prime Minister !
SERIAL 493 pATE 8 Marech 1944 |
TATR/TIME !
OR FILE NMPER |
TOR MAP ROOM VIa |
SUBJECT

Polish-Russian relations.

ACTION
Answers P #609.

This reply prepared by Admiral Leahy; approved by
President 8 Mar L4; sant to OR mt 12154.

, hcknowledged ip Fu §611. i
COPIES TO: TATE: BY DIREGTION OF:

ACTION COWPLETED:

(hllid AW s anan

0035



e

FROW: OFPNAY
T0 : _ALUSHA, LONDON

NUMBER 494. FROM THE PRESIDENT FOR THz FORMER NAVAL
pirsoN, O AND PEHSONAL.

Your 610. My Number 490 was sent with the purpose of
attempting to meet the dii‘fiuu].'t. situation reported by
Generul Wilson in his MAF 634.

I wish much you would send me suggestions as to a
mothod thet will be scceptable to your Govermment of ocor=-

‘ racting the serious situsflon reported by General Wilson.

It 1s my strongest wlsh that you snd I should continue

to work in complete harmony in this matter as 1n all others.

We may differ on timing btut things like that oan be worked
out, and on the btig objeotives like self-determination we
HI'® A8 ona.

ROOGEVELT

Released from the Wnite House lap Room
at 1217, EWT, B Malfch 1944.

DECLASSIFTED
By Dpputy Archiviat of tne U.8.
By
Date NOV 1 197y

L. MATHEWSON,
Colonel, General Staff.

e o
b oR/(ST NeRAY>

g el

L it
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PRESIDENT TO PRIME WINISTER /

Your 610. My Number 490 was sent with the purpose of
attempting to meet the difficult situation reported by

General Wilson in his HAF 634.
Logch fmizh tpa0e ool 2. ik
I &MW suggestions
B8 to & method that will be ascceptable to your Government

of gorrecting the serious situztion reported by General
Wilson.

It i3 my strongest wlsh thet you and I should continue

to work in complete harmony in this matter Bs in &1l othera. e

picy i s Do o T o Tr

|:“,1~ K fr dpd .( I ﬂﬂ?l‘. Wfq? ;{,{, 5/ i
?’.;r u‘y;{’ff -.#ZT.- .-;p*r./u:/

IECLASSIFTED
By Deputy Archiviat of the 1.8,

By & ‘.
pate__d NOV 1 1a7q

e e
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FROM The President ro The Prime Minister

SERTAL L9k DATE 8 Mareh 19.L4
NATE/TINE

OR_FILE M'MFER

TOR MAP ROOCM i VIA

SURJECT

Italian political situstion.

ACTION
Apawers Pu §610,
Draft of this messnge prepared in Map Room by

Admirel Leshy end Admirsl Brown; approved by President
with minor changes; sent to CR at 1217q.

e} d Pl #
Apnswered by FM £618,
COPIES TD: DATE: BY DIRECTION OF:

FILED:

e ———
e = e —— ]



9 March 1944

From: Opnav
Te : Alusna, London
WAEER 495. PERSONAL AND WS FROM THE PRESIDENT

FOR THE FORMER NAVAL PERSON.

Your 615. Congretulations, well done.
ROOSEVELT

Eeleased from the White Houss Map Room
at 1900, ENT, 9 March 194L.

BOYCE P. PHICE
Captain, C. E.
DEOLAEBEIFIED
By Deputy Archiviat of the U.E.
By
Date

0041



rROM The President o The Prime Minister:
SERTAL ‘95‘ . DATE ",‘ H&‘.l" LL.
NATRE/TIME =
CR FILE NUMEER
TOR MAP ROOM Via
SURJECT  nugsian convoy; sinking of 4 U-boats.
ACTION
Angwers P g615.

Written by ‘Pre asident.

COPIES TO: TATE: BY DIRECTION OF:
ACTION CCMPLRETED: FILED:
P



11 March 1944

FROM: OPHAV
T0¢  ALUSHA LONDON

WMEER 496, PERSONAL AN SN FROM THE PRESIDENT
FOR THE FORMER WAVAL PERSON.

Your £l6. Harry has gone to the Mayo Clinlc at
Rochester, Minnesota. He stood the trip well, feels reasonsbly
well but has not gained weight. He is to be fattened up for the
next three or four weeks and then they will decide whether &n
operation is necessary.

As soon &= I get your inscription I will send it
out to him. I know it will do him much good.

ROOSEVELT

Fpleased from the White House Mep Room
at 1920 E.W.T., 11 March 19544

Eobert W. Bogue
It (py) U.5.NE.

/00 /3 aerr FFE
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March 11, 1944.

TO: -FORMER HAVAL PERSON
FROM: THE PRESIDENT
f

Harry has gone to the Mayo Clinic at Rochester,
Minnesota. He stood the trip well, feels reascnably well
but has not geined welght. He i5 to be Tattened up for
the next three or four weeks and then they will decide
whether an operation is necessary.

As soon as I get your inscription I will send

it out to him. I Mmow it will do him much good.

ROOSEVELT

0044
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vroy  The President ™ The Prime Minister
SERTAL 496 pate 11 March 1944
TATR/TIME 120012 NCH 888
OR FILE NTMEER
I0R MAP ROOM Vi
SURJECT

Inseription to Mr. Bopkins sbout Stephen. Mr.
Hopkins® illness.,

ACTION

AHEW#I'E Pid #6‘161

|

i
This messuge prepared by the President, brought to thai
lup Room by Miss Tully. l
|
|
|
i

(Also see messuge sent to Miss Tully by the Prime
Hinister®s Secretary, raquesting that the PM be informed
when inscription was deliversd to the Presidant and to
kir. Bopkins. Filed "MISCL-OTheh Thad PHESIDENTLAD)

Further snswered jn POTUS-Psi #500, 15 Mer Li.

|
COPIES TO: DATE: BY DIYRECTION OF: [

!

ACTION COMPLETED: FILED:

n’w‘y{l SrEANEN = ———— =
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!!gg?l 13 Mareh 1944

From: Opnav
Toe : Alusna, London

NUMBER 457. PERSONAL uxD QP FROM THE PRESIDENT FOR THE FORMER
HAVAL PERSON.

Your 617, in specific reply to paragraph 1 thareof:

() There will be mo spacific operation in the Poeifie
during 1944 that would be adversely affected by the abaonoce of a
British Flest Detachmant.

(b) It is not at the present time possible to anticipate

with sufficient accuracy future developments in the Pacific to

be cortain that a British Fleet Dotachment wlill not be neoeded

there durlng the year 1945, but it does not now appear that mich

a roinforcement will be needed bafore the Sumaer of 1945.

In consideration of recent enmy dispositions it is my personal
opinfon that unless we have unexpected bad luck in the Pacific your naval
force will be of more value to our common effort by resaining in the Indlan
Oeean.

All of the above sstimates are of course based on current conditions
and are therefore mibject to change 1f tha circumstances change.

HROOSEVELT

DECLASSIFIED

Heleased from the White House Map Room By vist of the U.5. ‘

at 1215, ENT, 13 March 1944 By, !Egﬁlalt ; i
Date,

R. H. WYERS

ek i 156 -
/31(.’31/ MR - ??)/
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March 15, 1944,

497 ;

PRESIDENT TO PRIME # |

Your 617, in apecific reply to paragraph 3 thereofl

(a) There will be no speciflc operatien in the
Paclilfic during 1944 that would be adversely affected
by the sbaenge of a British Fleet Detachment.

(b) It 13 not at the present time possible to
anticipate with sufflclent aceuracy future developments
in the Pagiflo to be certaln that a Britlish Fleet
Detachment will not be needed there during the year 1945,
but it does not now appear that such a reinforcement will
be needed belors the Summer of 1945, '

In considerption of recent enemy dispoaltions
it is my personal oplinion that unless we have unexpected
bad luck in the Pacific your naval force will be of more 1

value to our common eflfort by remmining ln the Indian Ocean,

4{/;/%._5‘-"5"- ruf.i -g..;rrf/rf#ii(
{ﬁ#d e l.o’l'!‘ln? Aﬂu/z:..«..» f.r“iti b Z 1.-/4

F

dig {/‘f / {.’ ',rf‘”i"'"" !’_f'?;:“.“ fi"— i F
{ '){f?:?ﬂc

DECLAGSIFIED

By Deputy Archivint eof the U.5.
By L]
Date 1971




e The President T0 The Prims Minister.
SERTAL BLR/ 497 pate 13 March 1944
NATE/TIME -

R FILE W'MEER

TOR MAP ROOM VIA
SURJECT  pagifioc and Indian Ocean adperations.

ACTION

Answers Bl 617,

Message prepared by Admiral Leahy; approved by the
President with alterations.

COPIES TO: DATE: BY DIRECTION OF:
ACTION COMPLETED: FILFD: >
3
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FROM: OPHAV
TO : ALUSNA, LONDON

NUWBER 498, PERSONAL ANDGJEERT, FROWM THE PRESIDENT FOR
THE FORMER NaVAL PaibON.

With further reference to your No. 610, I am sorry if my
earlier messages were not clear., I d4id not at eny time intend
to convey to you my agreement that we postpone all political
decisions untll after Rome hed been teken. The political
situation in Itely has developed rapldly sinoe ocur earller
maessages; the militery situation bes not kept pace. The capture
of Home is satill remote and mejor politicel declisions must Dbe
taken.

I do not like having to use stern measures ageinst our
friends in Italy, except for good reason. In the presant
gituation the Commander-in-Chief and his political advisers,
both British and American, have recommended that we give
immediate support to the progrem of the slx opposition parties.
Thus we have, happily for once, our political and military
ponsiderations entlrely in hermony.

We do mot need to intervems beyond informing the Execu-
tive Junte of our support of their program, as described in
HAF 622, 624 and 628, and confirm thia to the King if necessary.
The Italiens can present the solution to the King and work oub

the program among themealves.

TECLAEEIFTED
vist of the U.EB,

0049
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I cannot for the life of me understand why we should
hesitate any longer in suppurﬁing a policy so admirably
guited to our common military and political aims. Amerlican
public opinion would never understand our continued tolerance

&nd apparent support of Viotor Emmanuel.

HOQGEVELT

Released from the White House Map Room
at 1300, ENT, 13 March 194L.

OGDEN &. GGLLINH,
Lieutenant (jg), U.S5.N.R.

§




DEPARTMENT OF BTATE .
WABHINGTON

iarch 11, 1944

MENORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

BUBJECT: Propcsed Cablegram tc the Frime Minleter
on the Italian Pollitical Bituaticn.

Thank you for your memarendum of March 8 to
Hr, Btettinius enclosing & copy of Mr. Churchill's
message no, 610, and your acknowledgment, on the
Itelian political sltuation. You mey conasider it
advisable to snswer some of the points ralsed in hie
telegram Fnd I have drafted the proposed cablegram for
your signature and despatoh to the Prime Minister, if

CK

you approve,

Enclosuret

Draft reply.

. 0051



98 il

Proposed Cablegram from the Fresident to the
Prime Minister in Reply to the Latter's Mo, 610.

With further reference ts your Ne, 610, I am sorry
if my earlier meseages were not olear, I did not at any
time intend to convey to you my agreement that we poat-
pone all politicsl decielone until after Rome had been
taken, The politicsl situation in Italy has developed
rapildly since opur esrller messages; the military eltuation
has not kept pace, The cepture of Rome 18 gtlll remote
and major politlcal decislons muet be taken,

I do not like having to use atern measures agalnset
our friends in Italy, except for good reascn. In the
preeent eituation the Commender—in-Chief and his
politicel advisers, both British and Azerican, have
recomzended that we give ilmmediate support to the pro-—
gram of the 8ix oppositlon parties, Thus we hava,
happily for once, our political and military considera-
tione entirely in harmony.

¥We do not need to intervene beyond 1ﬁrnrling the
Executive Junta af our eupport of thelr program, as
described in NAF 822, 6824 and 628, and confirm this to
the King if neoceseary, The Itslians can present the
solution to the King and werk out the program among

themsalves,

0052



I cannot for the life of me understand why we
should hesitate any longer in supporting a policy so
gAmirably suited to owr csmmon militery and political
alms, Americen publliec opinion would never underetend
pur continued tolerance and apparent support of

Vietor Emmanuel.

/Z‘ZM/

0053



FROM The President T0 The Prime Ministar
SERIAL L98 DATE 13 Maroh 1944
NATE/TIME
OR FILE NTMPER
TOR MAP ROOM VIA
SURJECT
Italien political situstion.
ACTION

vs
Further reply to Fi #610 (Answered also hy’?l?#-l

Prepared by Staute Department; approved by President;
shown to Admiral Leshy and Admiral Brown,

Answered Dy FM g6l19,

COPIES TO: NATE: BY DIRECTION OF:

ACTION CONPLETED: FILED:

e




m 15 MARCH 1944

FROW: OPNAV
T : ALUGNA, LONDON

NuusER 499, W U PEAS0NAL, FHOM THE PRESIDANT
FOR THE FORMER WaVal PERSON.

Your 620. I &m thrilled by the news of our success

under Wingate. If you wire him plesse give hiz my hearty

good wishes. May the good work go on, This marks en

eple achisvement for air-borme troops, not forgetting the
mules.

‘ ROOSEVELT

Helensed from the White House Mep Room
at 1255, EWT, 15 March 19.4L.

L. MATHEEWSON,
Colonel , General Staff.

— 151739

e MR (363

0055



Maroh 15, 1944. .

10: THE PRIME MINISTER 2497,

FROM: THE PRESIDENT
-
@ 4

I am thrilled by the news of our success under

Wingate. If you wire him plesse give him my hearty
good wishes. May the good work go on. This marks
an epic achievement for sir-borne troops, not forgetting

the =zules.

ROOEEVELT

0056
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A
Frow  The Presicent tp The Prime Minjster
SERIAL L97 DATE 15 March 13L44
TATR/TDE
0f FILE NTMEER
TOR MAP ROOM VIA

EURJECT
Flying of two of Wingatels Long Range Pentration Brigudes

into enemy territery in North Buma.
ACTION

Anawers PU #620.

Draft reply was written by Adairal Leahy but was mot used by
the President. President wrote dispateh; sent 15 Mar Li.

COFIES TOu BATE: BY DIRECTION OF:
ACTION CONPLETED: FILRD:
MR 300 C.B.I.
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FRrOw: OPHAV
T0 : ALUSNA, LOWDON

WUMBER 500, PEHSONAL AND g, FOR THE FORMER NAVAL
PERSON FROs THE PRESIDENT.
Insoription for Harry received and forwarded to

Rochester.

ROOUSEVELT

Heleased from the White House Map Room
at 1310, EWT, 15 March 1944.

BOYCE F. PHICE,
Captain, C. E,

DECLABSIFIED
viat of the U.5.

= 151746

Pl e MeR 36T
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‘: g
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

March 15, 1944.
A= 500 :

TO0 THE PRINE WINISTER
FHOM THE PoESILENY

Inscription for Harry recelved

and forwarded to Rochester.

ROOSEVELT

0058
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rrow  The Presideat 0w The Prime Ministar
SERTAL 500 pate 15 March 1944
MTRIDG en 151746 MCB 1367
TOR MAP ROCM VIA
SURJECT

[Bae

Written by the President.

COPIES TO: TATE: BY DIRECTION OF:

0060
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15 March 1944

From: Opnav
To ¢ Ausna, London

NUMBER 501. PERSONAL AD W FROM THE PRESIDENT FOR THE
FORUMER NAVAL PERSON.

We have lately been ziving further thought to the satter of
limited feeding progra=s for children and nursing and expectant
mothers in the German-cccupled countrles of Europe. Ambassador Win-
ant wlll shortly take up with your Oovernment a propesil under which
such prograss might be put imto effect initially in Belgium, France,
the Netherlands, and Norway.

t 1 besposk your most earnest considerstion of this proposal.
I am convinced that the time has arrived when the contimued withhold-

ing of food from these categoles of the populations of the cecupled

countries is Likely to hurt ocur friends mere than our enemies and con—
seguently to be Llnjuriccs to the United Natlons cause,

ROOSEVELT
Released from the White House Map Hoom
at 1555, EWT, 15 March 194k.
DECLABSIFIED
By ﬂEtrgruhmn: of the 0.8,
By %
BOYCE P. PEICE m
Captain, C. E. Pate_ 19n

ks .
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

sef
Dear Winstoni

¥e have lately been glving further thought
to the matter of limited feeding programs for
ghildren and nureing and expectant mothere in
the German-occupled countries of Eurcpe.
Arbagesader Winant will shortly take up with
your Government a propoeal under which such

pro might be put into effect initially
in Belgium, France, the Netherlands, and
Horway.

I bespenk your most earnest conslderation
of this propoeal. I am convinced that the time
hae arrived when the continued withholding of
food from these categories of the populations
of the ocoupled countries 1s likely to hurt
our friends more than our enemies and conse-

quently to be injurious to the United Natlons
oauBe.

Very slncerely yours,

)
I
The Right Honorable

Winston Churchill, M.P.! K b ’1
Prime Minister, DJ %

London.

0062




FROM The President ro The Prime Minlster
NATR/TIME

OR FILE NTMHER

TOR MAP ROOM | VIA

SUBJECT Feedlng progrums for German-occupied countries
of Surope.

ACTION
MEMORANDUL FOR FILE:

Mr. Renchard of the State Department cellaed and
aeked 1f this message should go uut through the Map
Room channels. Be sald Seoretary Hull had brought it
to the Whites House the morning of the 15th and the
President had okayed it and suggested it go by telegrem
or radiogramz Captain Wood sal t we should send

it out.
Re B. WYEHS,
Lieut, (jg) USNR
Answered by Pu-Pred yOL), @ ADT Lhe

A

|
|
|
|
{
(On this seme subject, see POTUS #2,3, 22 Des 42, and
Fni an L3 : ]
COPIES TO: DATE BY DIRECTION OF:
ACTION COMPLRTED: FILED: L l
Jao M""'
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17 March 1944

PRICRITY
FROM:  OPHAV
TO: ALUSHNA LONDCN

PErsONAL ANDWIER FOR THE PRIME MINISTER FROM THE
PRESIDENT . KUMEER 502,

Thank you for your Number 5621, March 15, reporting the
decisions of the War Cabinet with respect to the Italian political
situation. I am in full agreament with you and them that we should
not permit our divergent views to become known publiely particularly

t at this time,
Howsver, I still feel that if the pressurs of the Six

Opposition Parties comes to & point whers it will have an adverse

effect on the situation, we should support thelr program. I think
that we should wateh political developments carefully in Italy
for the present with that in mind and keep the matter continually
before the Advisory Councll,

ROOSEVELT

DECLASEIFIED
¥ Archivist of the U.S5,

fimleased from the White Houme Map Room,
1700 EaWaTe, 17 March 1944

L

L. Mathewson =)
Colonel, General Staff

e I72/20 WMCR /P32
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!- -
PROPOSED CABLEGRAM TROM THE PRESIDENT TO
THE PRIME VINISTER
:#5. - /7 mﬂm -t(’lf/‘
Thank you for your no. 631, March 156, reporting
the declsions of the War Cabinet with respect to the
Italian political eituation. I am in full agreement

with ?:u_ and them that we should not permit our
divergent views to become known publicly narticularly
at thie time.

However, I etill feel that if the pressure of
the Bix Opposition Parties comes to a point where
it will have an adverse effect on the situation, we
should supnort their program. I think that we should
watch political developments carefully in Italy for
the present with that in mind and keep the matter
continmally before the Advisory Counoil,

i,
(AW sk
//%/; d Anrts '
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FROM The Prasident f0 The Prims Minister
SENTAL 502 - MTE 17 Mar Lf
TATR/TINE

0R FILE MTMER

TOR WAP ROOM Yih

SURECT  Italian politiéal situation

ACTION

Anowors PU !621E 15 Mar, copy of which was sent
to th ®0 O cte Tor preparation of reply. Draft
prq;lgd.!:y State, spproved by the Presidemt 17 Mar Li;
san .

COPIES TOs TATEr BY DIRECTION OF:

—_—

AGTION COWPLRTED: [ FILRDY
an Jady . i . .
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E 19 March 1944

From: Opnav

To : Alusna, London

wMEER 503, PERSONAL AND )M FROM THE PRESIDENT
FOR THE FORMER MAVAL PERSON.

Recelpt is acknowledged of your 622 and 623. The American
Chiefe of Staff have issued instructions suthorizing the diver—
sion of 30 C=47's or the equivalent C-46 aireraft from the hump
program to meet Mountbatten's immediate mluuuit-;r with instru-
etions to the American Communder of the Air Forces, Indis-Burma
Sector, that these planes should be returned to the Alr Trans-
port Comzand at the earliest possible time,

The Aserican Chiefs of Staff have advised the Cocmanding
Genersl, American Army Air Forces and the Commanding General,
Azerican Army Forces in that ares that Mountbatten should re—
guest the British Chiefs of Staff to provide the additicnal trans-
port aireraft which he needs to support hie operations durlrg the
remainder of this dry season.

ROOSEVELT
Beleased from the White House Msp Room
st 1245, EWT, 19 March 194k.
DECLASSIFIED
viat of the U.8.
L, MATHEWEON,
Colonel, General Staff. Data




P 5t 18 March 1944 '
PRESIDENT TO PRIME

Receipt is acknowledged of your 622 and 623. The American )
Chiefs of Staff heve lssued instructicns autherizing the Wﬁ"
of 30 C-47's or the equivalent C-46 miroraft from the hump program
to meet Mountbatten's immediste necessity with instructions to the
American Comzander of the Adr Forces, India-PBurma Sector, that
these planes should be returned to the Alr Transport Command at

the earliest possible time.

The American Chiefs of Staffl have advised the Commanding General,

Jmorican Army Alr Forces and the Commanding Gml‘ll hmerican Army

Forces in that area that Mountbatten should request the British
Chiefs of Staff to provide the additional transport alreraft which

he needs to support his operations during the remainder of this

dry season.

e

DECLASSIFIED
By Peputy Archivist of ths U.S.

0068
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L,
raox  The President : T The Prime Minister
SERTAL 993 DATE 19 Mar 44.
NATR/TINE
0R FILE WMRER
TOR MAP ROOM VIA
SURJECT

Jap offensive at Imphal; reassigmment of 30 CLT's,.

ACTION

Answers Pu 622 anpd ﬁ?j, (S=e stetus slip on PM #6622
for complete motion.

Prepared by Admiral Lesahy; approved by the
President 19 Mar Li.

|
j
:

COPIES TO: DATE: BY DIRECTION OF3:

ACTION COMPLETED: FILFD:
wit 300 Burma, India, Ching.

-~ ipypioe=giE —i==s o
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19 March 1944

From: Opnav
To : Alusna, London

HIMEER 504. PERSONAL .'nlil.‘--. FROM THE PHESIDENT
FOR THE FORMER NAVAL PERSON.

For your information I have today sent the following
message to Harriman:

QUOTE. Your 1l42215. The Milwaukee can be delivered
at a North Russien Port. Please inform Admiral Stark port at
which delivery is desired and inform us by telegram what
arrangements can be made for an early return of Milwaukee's
personnel. UNQUOTE.

Heleased from the White House Map Room
at 1255, EWT, 19 March 1944

L. MATHEWSON,
Colonel, General Staff. DECLABSIFIED




The President o The Prime Minister
sERIAL S04 DATE 19 Mar 44
TATR/T1IE
0R FILE WMRER i
TOR MAP ROOM ViA {

SURJECT Uplivory of wliWaUsli to north Hussien port.

-

ACTION

andilenn-Pulls 142215, 15 War 4L, Torwarded raquaat
from Aussien Govt that mluWalass pe delivered to Russien
port instead of & oritish rort. President spproved end *
dirasgtod that =l.¥-Ua:d be sent to Russian port.

Reply to Acbassador Herriman drafted by Admiral
Leahy; approved by President 19 Mar L4; sent to
Earriman 19 Mar L4. This message to the P 1s &
fuote of the messapgs to Harriman.

COPTES Ta DATE: BY DIRECTION OF:
ACTION COMPLETED: FILEM

an 450 ITaLi (2)
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m 20 MARCH 1944
TY

Frdw: UOPRAY

T0 : aALUSHA, LONDOK

WUsBER 505, G AND PEKSUNAL, FOR THE FOIMER HAVAL
PEaSON FROL THE PRESIDENT.

faplying to your Mo, 626, I have Tead SEACOS 117 and
118 with much interest. On 17 Merch I telegraphed to the
Generalissimo an urgent request that he utilize his
Yunnan troops to assist the effort reported in SEACOS 117

and 118. I have &s yvet recelved no reply.

ROOEEVELT

Heleased from the White House Map Room
et 12.0, EWT, 20 March 194L.

q&-gm

OUGUERN 5. COLLINS,

Lisutenant (Jjgl, U.B.N.R. DEOLABSIFIED

By Dgputy ivist,of the 1,8,
n! AT
Dats,
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PRESIDENT 90 THE PRIuE wlNISTER, < <<

Replving to your No., 626, I have reed SEACOS 117
and 118 with much intersst. On 17 March I telegraphed
to tha Generasliselimo an urgent regquest that he utilize
his Yunnan troops to essalst the effort reported in

BEACOS 117 end 118. I bave ms yet recelved no reply.

ok

DECLASETF TED
By puty *Pﬁhl\r"t of

By the 0.5,

—
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WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

T Hareh 17, 1944

DECLASSIFIED

By Antbority nfz?dfl__
FROM: SACSEA

70: Chiefs of Staff “M ﬁ_]ﬂmz

RPID. Joint Staff Mission, Washington
SEACOS: 11T

Following for Prime Minister and Chiefs of
Staff from Mountbatten.

I have just returned from vieiting General
Stilwell on the Ledo front and I thought you might
like to have a brief account of our activities in
the main areas.

2. Huksupe Valley. I bave already reported to
you the recent striking successes of the Chinese-Ameri-
can Combat Force in the Hukaung Valley in my telegram
SAC 977 of the 9th March. Gensral Stilwell 1s most
optimistic that he willl advance some distarce to the
southward even to Mogaung and Myitkyina. I hope 1t is
eppreciated that the advanced element of this force are

, supplied practically entirely by alr on the same lines
as Wingate is wvhich accounta to some extent for the
spesd of their advance.

3. If the Chinese-American Combat Force advances
as far as Mogaual and Myltkyina, Geperal Stilwell has
warned me that a fourth divislion will be essentisl. In
view of the manpower situstion I conslder this extra
division should be a Chinese one and the more so as 1t will
be the easlest way from the logistic point of view of
essimilating the fourth division intec this force. The

CH-1IR-13579 (19 Mer 44%)

w—— COPY No.

~ BEO=-04N
THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN 4-7PTR4ARED

0074



-
WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE \

_ SEACOS: 117 PAGE - 2 =

Viceroy and C. in C. India concur in thi=s proposal

which I am meking separately in SEACOS 118. I hope
therefore it will be acceptable to you and the Presl-

:ant and that the Generalissimo will be pressed strongly
o agree,

4, L.R.P.G. Wingate's operations have already
been reported during my absence in SEACOS 111. At a
total cost of 120 casusltles approximately 12,000 men
and 1200 animals of the Third Indian Divislion are now
within a circle of fifty miles radius centre Indaw area.

5. BROADWAY jAirfield latitude 24' 40" North,
Longtitude 96' 45" East, is now cccupled by British and
American fighters and defended by one troop of Field
Artillery and one troop of A/A Artillery with a dug in
gtronghold which will be held.

6. 0f the three brigades, 77 Bde. under Calvert
is intending to block permanently all rcad and rall com-
municaticons to the north, 111 Bde. under Lentaigne will
operate agalnst road and rallway Muntao-Indaw and will
block Mandalay-Bhemo communications. 16 Bde. under Fer-
gusson which 1s descending on Banmovk and Indaw wvia the
Upper Meza Valley has already encountered and ambushed
successfully several enemy patrols.

T Strongholds are to be é@stablished as soon as
pessible by 111 and 16 Bdes. The enemy has been complete-
ly surprised and the situation is promising. In fact, 1t
may well turn out to have been fortunately timed In relatlion
to the Japanese attack on the 4th Corpe area.

) DECLASSIFIED
CM-1I8-13579 (19 Har 44) 5y suthority o {5

iﬂ_. igz ik
o BB ER - APR_LLIST2

0

o

T cOPY o.

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN a4-78734ARCD-20N
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WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE QN

.l.ll.l..' SEACOS: 117 PAGE - 3 -

By Number omne Alr Commando has now been vorking
with Wingate for about 4 weeks and during this pericd its
aircraft have flovn sll over Burma, obtaining information
invaluable for the successful launching of the operation.
For example, intrusion of F-51 for three days in succession
over Mandalay revealed heavy concentrations moving on cer-
taln routes and constant photographing and strafing on the
rallvay from Shwebo to Mol revealed numerous locomotives
and stocks. Again it was photogrephs by this Commando whlch
revealed the blocking of Flccadilly by the enemy in time to
prevent a disaater.

9. This force has worked out & new technique of close
support of L.H.P. forces with 75 mm. guns and bazookas and
in addition they have carried out the only successful ex-
periment of which I know of drenoc an aréea with fuel
and setiing 1t alight in support of antry.

10. The light planes of this forco have flown contlnu-
ously over Burma in the hours of daylight and have already
evacuated over 100 sick and wounded men.

11. The outstan feat however of this force is the
construction of the BR AY Alrfield..Great credit must go
to Colonel Cochran and his force who accomplished this strik-
ing effort of preparing and bringing into use an airfield so
far inside the cnemy's lines.

12. The spirit of Fumber one Air Coumando is splendid
and I consider the great value of this type of air support
for L.R.P. operations of the Wingate type has already been
demonstrated during the past few weeks. I very much hope
that wve shall see the production of further Air Commandos
at an early date.

13. I need hardly say that the Troop Carrier Command
deserve great credit in connection with the flying of

Wingate's forces. Thie hagardous ope garried
out vith an efficiency beyond mina.wm"?ﬁqﬂ
By Authority of

CM=-IN-13579 (19 Mar 44) SH-522-7/
B]’m_?n!ﬁwﬂ lﬂ"gfﬂ

s COPY No.
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WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

14, Agh Corps. On the front the Japanese have been
massing three divislons with the intention of capturing
the Imphal Plain where they would find abundant food and
all weather landing grounds thereby gonstituting a direct
threat to the HUMF traffic route. I have set ocut detalls
of the operaticns in full tgguthur with the air eupply
problen in my telegram SEAQOS 112 and 113.

15. Arakan. 15th Corps one week after succesaful
defensive battle has resumed the offensive in Areksn. The
two outlying bastions of the Japanese main positions at

., Razabll and Siphobin have been captured after severe fight-

ing. BEand to hand struggles in deep dugouts and chambsrs
inside hills resulted in heavy Japanese casualties. Prisoners
state they were ordersd to hold to the last and Japanese
officers committed suicide.

16. In Ksledsn Valley West Africans who supplied by
air had sdvanced well against slight opposition met with
setback when first encounter atronger enemy resistance
and have withdrawn to wesf of edan village where they
are recrganising and will resume offensive. They have
succeeded in one of their objects which was to draw Japan-
ese forces from main front in Arakan.

17. Request J.3.M. pasn coples of this signal to
AXIOM.

Time of Ordigin 1723132

ACTION: co/s DECLASEIFIED
By Authority uf#ﬁk-—‘
INFORMATICH: QFD » :
General Bissell spM-sa2-2f  —
General Arnold — 10
Admiral o R MR
Colonel e son
Log

OM=-I-13579 {19 Mar 4%) 17442 men

—— COPY No.
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WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE
_ Mareh 17, 1944

TO: British Chiefs of Staffl DECLASSIFIED ,fffzs
. SH S22
Info: Jolnt Staff Hission, MACHIN By SRS B 4

From: SADSEA v
B -~ APR 10 W72
SErCc08 118 JM‘ pi=ss s Ty

Following for Chiefas of Staff repeated JSM Washington, MACHIR
Trom Mountbatten.

General Btllwell has repovied to me that if tls advance contin-
ues as he confldently expecte he will require another divislon
to afford relief for some part of hie existing 3 diviziona and
sustain the effort. He would prefer this eddicional division
to be Chinese in order to have & homogeneocus foroe and that it
should come from the Yunnon Force whose officers have already
racaived some Amerioen troining, I strongly support this re-
gueat and would much prefer the fresh division to be Chinese.,
Fot only would it be extromely difficult to find & British or
Indlan division but &loo the maintenance of A Chinese divislon
would throw much less attitional straln on the lines of communi-
cation.

The increase would ancunt to ebeut 12,000 men over the present
total of 58,000 nov in Ramgarh and operctiog in Burma. There
should be no difficulty in moving the persconel and light eqguip-
ment out of Chine by returning ATC alrvcraft.

The difficulties which praviously held good in your COS (Indla)
184 do not seem pow to apply. I heve consulted the Viceroy and
C-in=-C Indie botk of vhox agres to the proposal.

General Stilwell thinks thet the Goneralissimo hesitate to
relsane & division from the Yunnan Force unleas approach 1a
mzde to him by tke Prime [Iinhf eter and President acting through
Censral Carton de Wiart and uyeneral Hearn jolntly. I hope there-
fore that thls method of approech will be edopted.

The American LRP Group (5307 composite unit) has done admirable
work and Qeneral Stilwveil ls very anxious that a second similar
unit should be provided to provide reliefs in rotation. The

intention is to uee this wnit in conjunction with the Ledo Forae

CM-IN-13580 (19 March Ah) g

— COPY No.
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WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE \

] SEACOS 118 Page

and not with British Forces. I am confident of the operational
need for this second unit end trust that the American Chiefs of
2taff will egree to provide it.

Hequest JSM pess coples of this signal to AXIOM and MACHIN to
Ceneral Cartor de Winrt.

fio sig

Time of Origin 172310FG

ACTION: CC/s

INFO : QGeneral Blssell
General Arnold
Admiral Eing
Colonel Matliawson
Log
OFD

CH-IN-13580 (19 March 4%) 1T46Z 1bw

DECLASSIFIED
By Authority of,

SM-5920 -

Mm APR 101972

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN 34-TRFR4LRCD-ARN
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vrow  The President rg The Prime dinlater . ]
]

NATR/TIME ' .

0R FILE WREER

TOR MAP ROOM Vi

SURJECT

e Mountbutten's bEACOS 117, and possinilities
of operations in Far East.

ACTION
Angwers Fs g626, 19 Mar 4L,

This wessage dictuted by Admiral Leashy in Mep
Aoom 20 Mar L4; approved by the President.

COPIES TO: DATE: - BY DIRRCTION OF:

ACTION COMPLETED: FILRD: =
aR 300 Burma, Indiua, Chine
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m 20 March 1944
From: Opnav
Ta @ MAlusns, London

NUMBER 506. PERSOMNAL AND ol  FROM THE PRESIDENT FOR THE
FORMER RAVAL PERSON.

I am very angry with myself. The old attack of grippe having
hung on and on, leaving me with an intermittent temperature, Hoss
declded about a week mgo that it is necessary for me to take a complete
rest of about two or three weeks in a suitable climate which I am
definitely planning to do beglnning at the end of this month. I see
no way out and I am furicus.

It will therefore be impossible for me to get to a staff meet-
ing in early April. I believe that such a meeting on the Teheran scale
in early April would be most useful and if you agree I will send =y
Chiefs of Staff to Bermuda for thet purpose at any time that suits your
comvenience.

I am glad you feel bardened about OVERLORD. Its accomplishment
may synchromize with a real Russlan bresk-through.

ROOSEVELT

Heleased from the White House Map Room
at 1830, EWT, 20 March 1944.

/@M Y4 ?)l_/ﬁ__ 5 DECLASSIFIED

ROBERT H., MYERS
Lieut. (Jg), ushi

aus 208308 AeR 3370
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P T A March 20, 1944

PRESIDENT TG PRILME. - —_— . ‘
J ;,--. £k h-:..- x n"f/f"*';r""g-’ -/":l"f!‘f‘*rl{")(’?'z‘*

P A P o oy
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LT T AR R A m;,(f g
vl abaed b e 'y :._f ;3;,-1 /;;"7;:

to ma . b
ng/l ny oppobtuni i tipn
o%%f aan
iminayed legves I ti

Hy-desborTinrideors—4t nocessary for me to
i 5y A t‘p-
take s complete rest of oeewt t.to,_uuka in a sultable

climate which I am definitely planning to do beginning
F ae e ¢ P o ,,_/ )
at the end of this month, e b L P ®ien,,

It will therefore be impoaslble for me to MFT’IZ‘“

-
P

a stall mesting in eerly April.” I belleve that such a
meeting on the Teheran scale in early Aprll would be
most uselful and if you agree I will send my Chiefs of
. 3taff to Bermudas for that purpose at any time that
sults your convenlance. '
v/ .’,._.,/;..,.; / /}/ Boinill i slond d:'f'u“'.;c./

L /_ ‘ 4 L.qf f # ; £
/ ‘f‘r '"'ﬁ-d\ TP "._'{7 ‘) .1-4’;I'a & g t—Wf
l-/f. =t ( ‘i-r ; ( rl.'\p'q I :
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March 20, 1944 , \:ﬁ )
#5006 ( fﬂw—;za -‘? a'%’
PRESIDENT TO PRIME.

Replyling to your 624 and in reference to
your suggestion that we have & staffl meeting on the
Tahafm acale in Bermuda sbout tha fifth of April,
it gﬂ not now apeeer possibl tuhliuct that date.

Not having hed any opportunity for relaxation
since my recent attack of grippe which has not been
completely eliminated leaves me from time to time with
& temparature.

¥y doctor revedoess cunal.daz: it nmnw
for me o take a complete rest of A waak op—éwe in
a sultable climate which I am definitely planning to
do beginning at the end of this month.

— Othap {ized-srswpemertsWITT Teoessttote oy
Rt
_suggest_therafore that we have s meeting-in Bertiuda
about 85 Aprdl 1L you can make your arrinpemefts

sult thet dete.. ;
U will mm-uf Moy prsSULl

v gl
w 1 W g'ﬂ][waf a ».Lfﬂfj-rliW] ‘“;F'W\
: 4 J( A fa*ué{’ & V.
b Al ﬁmrw ;h

Mm A wld W(:b

DECLASSIFIED

By Doputy Archiviat of the U.5.
.

By
Date
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FROM The President

70 The Prime Miniater

SERTAL 506

DATE 20 larch lg‘-upl

gﬁ mﬁmm 202308 NCR 2340
TOR MAP ROCM VIA
SUBJECT

Proposed Sermudsa meeting.

ACTION

Answers Fal 5624, 18 Mar LL.

This messsge propured by Admiral Leahy; approved
by the Proucldent with alterations;

Auswered by Pm 629, 21 WMar 4b.

COPIEE TQ: DATE

BY DIRECTION OF:

ACTION COMPLRETED: FILED:
i 210 Banaluoan

e —
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E 22 March 1944

From: Opnav

To : Alusna, London

NUMBER 507. PERSONAL AND SRR FROM THE PHESIDENT FOR THE
FORMER NAVAL PERSON,

Your 629 received and my Chicfs of Staff have been told, l

I join you in hoping that we may arrange to have a meeting
before the great event is leunched.

ROOZEVELT

Relehsed from the White House Map Hoom
[: at 1225, EWT, 22 March 19LL.

et 8/ P

Lieut.(jg), USKR

DECLAESIFIED .

By Deputy Azchivist of the D.5.
T
Date 1

BROAET




March 22, 1944,

PRESIDENT T0 PRIME +# 507

Your §239 rnu}ivad and my Chlefs
& LA 3or Ll

of Starlfl

ORTTreely
I jJoin you in hoping that we may

arrange to have a8 mesting before ar—at—sbhaulteo—
-l the great event 1s launched.

V2 pavy é

DECLASSIFIED
By Daputy Archivist of the 0.8,

g
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rroy  The President ro The Prime Minister
septaL 297 oAt 22 Maroh 1944 |
DATE/TINE .

OR FILE NMMRER

IOR MAP ROOM VIA
SURJECT

Sermuda meeting.

|

e

ACTION

Apawers Fia pb29, 2] Har LL.

Draft of this message propured by Admirel Leahy;
approved by the President 22 Mar 44.

COPIES TO: DATE: BY DIRECTIOH OF:

ACTION COMPLRTED: T FILADY i'
b 210 BERmULA
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FROW: OFPHAV
0 : ALUsNA, LOKDON

NUMBER 508, PERSONAL AND UGB OR THE FORMER NAVAL
PEHOON FROu THE PRESIDENT.

Your 630, thenk you for the informetion ma to the

present status of the Anglo-Soviet disagreement about

Polend. I hope your strategy will eccomplish the best

(- possible advantage to both of us.

ROOSEVELT

Heleased from the White House Map Room
at 1210, EWT, 22 March 19iL.

B0YCE P. PRICE,
Captain, C, E.

DECLASSIFIED
of the D.8.

r shene

© oo0ee
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March 22, 1944

PRESIDENT T0 PRIME. = 5S¢ ¢

Your 630, thank you for the information
as to the pressnt atatus of the Anglo-Soviet
digagresment about Poland. I hope your strategy
will accomplish the best possible advantage .
to both of us.

DECLASBIFIED
By Puty Archiviat of the 1.8
By : '
Data




saow  The President 0 The Prime Ministsr

508 22 Warch 1944

SERTAL DATE

NATR/TINE
OF FILE NTMBER

TOR _MAP ROOM VIia

# J Russien Polish relations,

e = — — -

—— =————————_——————

ACTION

doswers Fi §0630, 21 Mar Ll,

Uruft of this message prepered by admiral Leehy;
epproved without change by the President.

COPIES TO: DATE) BY DIRECTION OFi

ACTION COMPLRTED: [ FILEM
wri 052 Russisn-Polish reiati pa
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24 &ARCH 1944
o] ;

FHOm: OPHAV

™ : ALUSNA, LUNDON

NUMBER 509, SRS ANl PEASOMAL, EROM THE PRESIDENT -
FOH THE FORW=R HAVal, FricON.

1. Thenk you for your reply contained in your cebles
613 and 61 of March 9. The points you relsed have already
been brought to my attentlon several times by Secretary
Morgenthau and Secretary Hull.

I em’ sOTrY if wy message paused you anxiety. There is
no dlapuﬁn Bs to the understanding on the handling of ques=-
tionable items under Lend-Lease which was reached between
Mr. Crowley, Secretary Eull, Secretary Morgenthau and Lord
Halifex, and to which I had given my prior approval. ‘As
Secrstary Liorgenthau steted st the meeting, this understanding
did pot deal with the dollar position queetion and did not
preclude the possibility of our reopening that gquestlion in tha
future should the situation seem to call for it.

I reised this doller position guestion since it is a
troublesome one of pontinuing concern with us here and doubt-
less with you. I hope that we may be avle together to fipd
gome recsonable solution to this problem before it becomes
more troublesoma.

2, In any further discussion of these matters the

DECLASBIFIED

m By Deputy Archivist of the U.S.
il w By

AN e —
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Treasury would be the normal center of such conversations.
The mgende which Stettinius has of toplics to be disoussed

in London does not include the question of British dollar
balances.

3. The gquestion to which jyou éefer in paragraph two of
61L may be withdrawn, although the Congressmen concerned and
the entlre Forelgn Affaira Committee are now mlerted to the
issue. We will let you know ms soon as a definite decision

is reached, and will consult fully before eny information is
proferrad. '

. ROOGEVELT

Heleased from the White House Map Room
at 1515, EWL, 24 March 194i.

Gabo . oy

ROBERT W. oUGUE,
Lieutensnt (Jg), U.5.N.R.

DECLASBIFIED
By Jeputy hiviet of tha U.G6.
wh&Mﬂ——
Date___
-

e e————
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THE SECRETARY OF THE TARCASURY

WABHINOTON L

Hareh 84, 1044

KEVORANUUM TO TEE FRESTIDEWT

In pursuance of your nemorandun of March 10
to the Secretery of State anc Secretlnry of Treasury,
there is mtipched » suzgestad cable To be sent to
the Frime Minister in reply to hia eables C12 and
614 of March 9.

This suppested reply has bosn approvad by

Seeratary Hull and Nr. Crowley.

0083
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#‘Jaz 24 Prac l{i{

To: Frime Kinister Ciurchill
Froms The Fresiuent

1. Thank you for your reply contained in your cables
E14 ana 514 of haren ¢ The points you relsed lhave slready

teen brou;at to my attention several times by Secretary
Morgenthau end Seeretary lull.

1 am sorry if my message caused you anxiety. There is
no dispute as to the understanding on the handling of gques-
tionable ivems unaer Lenc-Lesse which was reached betwsen
lr. Crowley, Secretary Hull, Secretary Lorgenthau end Lord
Halifex, and to whioh I had given my prior approvel. A4s
Secretory lorgenthau stated at the meeting, this understanaing
did not deal with the dollar position question and did not
precluce the Jausiﬁility of our recpening that question in the
future should the situation seem to call for it.

I raised this doller position yuestion singe it is a
troublesome one of continulng conmcern with us here and doubt-
less with you. T hope that we may be able together to find
some reasonable solution to this problem before it becomes

more trovblesome.

0094
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2, In any further ciscusslon of thesn matters the
“popgury would be the nmormel center of such conversations.
The agende which Stettinius hrs of topics to be discussed
in London does not include the question of British dollar
balances.

3. The guestion to which you refer in paragraph 2 of
514 may be withdrawn, although the Congressman concerned and
the sntire Foreign Affairs Committee are now alerted to the

ﬁb:ﬂ-léé—uznwr
issue. a5 soon &8s & definite decision
Y 4 : :
is reacted, andAuunﬂultﬂ fully before sny informetion is

proferred.

o R

%&‘W’\W - A

p‘rwm_
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29 March 194k

WEMORANDIM FOR

THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY

The President has directed that the
attached paraphrase of the message on dollar
balances; asnt Lo the Prise Ninlester on 24 March

1944, be furnished to you.

Very respectfully,

CHESTFR C. WOOD,
Captain, U.5: Navy,
Aselatant Haval Alde to the President.

1 Inecl.
Meg #509 from President to
Prime Minister, 24 Mar L.
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W 20, March 1944

From: The Prasidemnt DECLASSIFIED

By Deputy Archivis? of the U.5.
To : The Prime Minister

BY +
Ho. 1 09 ! Date, m_ LA

I want to thank you for your reply in your No. 613 and No. 614
of 9 March, Secretary Hull and Secretary Morgenthau have several times
brought to my attention the polints you ralse.

If my message caused you anxlety I am sorry. 4As to the under-
standing on the handling of questionable items under Lend-Lease reached
between Lord Halifax and Secretary Hull, Secretary Morgenthau &ﬂ:_il
MUr, Crowley, and to which I had pra‘i'_ioru.nl:,' agreed, there is no -dﬁputﬂ.
Thia understanding, as Secretary Icl:nrgun?:.i'mu pointed out at the‘meeting,
did not deal with the dollar pcu:l.t.ioﬁ gquestion, and did not preclude
the future reopening of that question should the rituation seem to call
for it.

This dollar position cquestion wasz ralsed by me because it is
troublesome and of contimiing concern with us here, and doubtless with
you as well., Before it becomes more troublesome, I hope that we may
be able together to find some reascnable solution to the problem.

Stettinius' agenda of topice to be discussed 1n London does not
include the British dollar balance guestion, The Treasury would be
the normal center of conversations in any further discussion of these
matters, i

Although tlha entire Foreign Affairs Committee and Ith: Congress—

men concerned are alerted, the question to which you refer in paragraph

T EORERs
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twe of 6l4 may be withdrawn. As scon as & definite decision is reached,

we will let you knowj and before any information is preferred, will con-

s

sult fully. po e

IECLABSIFIED
By Deputy Archivist of iha o,

By,

Date____NOV 1 Hm'!l !ﬂﬂ____

|
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FROM The President rp The Prime Miniater

s #3909 oAt 24 Mar 44. 1

NATR/TIME
OR FILE WMTMEER

TOR MAP ROOM - VIA
URJELT
g Dollar balances.

ACTION

Pu By direction
of the Prosident, these two mess.ges were sent to the
Secrataries of State and Treasury on 10 Mar 4L for
comment and recommendations. Draft reply, approved by
Seo State, Sec Treusury, and Mr, Crowley approved by
the President 24 Mar L4.

COPIES TO: DATEr BY DIRECTION OF
ACTION COMPLETED: FILRT
iR 002
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