CHURCHILL TO ROOSEVELT
MARCH 1944




Fromi Amembassy London
Toi The President of the United Btates

Number 597 Filed 02/1026Z
Prime Minister to President Roosevelt. Personal
ont

Here is a suggested item for your draft of our monthly
anti U boat war statement. Provided later information about
sinkings in Pebruary 1584 does not econsiderably inecrease the
figure shown below:

February 1044 was the best month since the United
States entered the war. The total sinkings of all Allied
shipping in Pebruary by enemy action only were less than
ona fifth of the sinkings in Pebruary 1943, and less than
one ninth of the sinkings in February 1042,

The figures in British notation are:

February 1944, 70,000 tons;

FPebruary 1943, 378,800;

Pebruary 1982, 659,500,

We have a very good haul of U boats, too.
No Big

RECRADED UNCLASSTFIED by Britl
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FEOM The Prime Minlaster e The Freaident
SERIAL 597 DATE 2 March 1944
TATE/TINE 02/10282

OR FILE NUWMEER

02/12208 Army Code Room

TOR MAP ROOM VIA
SUBJECT  February momthly Submarine Warfare Statement.

ACTION
To President via usher, 02/1240Z,

Statement prepared by Navy Department, dispatch dictated by
Captain Wood in Map Roomj approved by President in Dootor's office;

anawer sent to PM as ﬂ&l- i

COPIES TO: : DATE: BY DIRRCTION OF:

ACTION COMPLETED: FILED:
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| A
Fromi: Amembassy London | AV
i

To:  The President of the United States st did
Nusber 598 Filed 02/11182

Prime Minister to President Roomevelt., Perscnal
and most secret.

Your 458,

I have now received a Hpm;t. by air mail from the
Viceroy on the working of the Fort of Calcutta and the
Bengal-Assam 1lines of gommunication; The Chiefs of Staff
have reported to me as followe:

Para 1. As regards the Port of Caloutta, a man of
unqusstionsd standing and ability will shortly be appointed
as Port Director to control the whole working of the Port
and all the Agencies therein. He will have working under
him two deputies, one of whom will be American.

Para 2. Operational control of the metre gauge
section of the Bengal-Assam Railway is being taken over by
the U,8, Army Reilvay Units. Machinery, which will be
linked with that set up under the Port Director st Caloutta,
is being established for the allocation of priorities and
the control of movement over all sections of the lines of

communication. The allocation of priorities will bas deter-

mined af'ter o

tatives of all interests

REGRADED ONCLASSIFIED by Exiviay
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concerned, including thoee of the U.8. Forces. The allot-
ment of traffic and the energetis implementation of this
allocation will be the responsibility of pioked executives.

Fara 3. These measures have been worked out with the
personal collaboration of the Viceroy and have been agreed
with the United Btates Authorities in India, No effort
vill be spared to gain the maximum efficiency on the Bengal-
Assam lines of communication which is fully recognized to
be vital to our joint operations in Burma and the U.8, Army
Air Forces operating in China.

I trust this will be satisfactory to you.

No 8ig

Jld: 02 12203 . MUl Y,
%"ﬂm 7 Lot

REGRADED UMCLASSIFIED by Eritisl
Govt., Swuie Dept. tel., 3-20-72
By R. H. Parks . DateMpAY § 1972
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proy  The Prime Minister 70 The President |
v SERTAL 598 DATE 2 March 1944 :
MATE/TINE 02/11182

OR FILE NTHMEER

TOR MAP ROOM 0212200 I VIA Army Cods Boom

SURZECT  Working of port of Caleutta eand the Bengal-issam
line of communication. .

ACTION

Further reply to POTUs §545, 29 Jan 4L.

To President via usher.

COPIES TO: DATE BY DIRECTION OF:

— e

ACTION COMPLETED: | FILED:
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03 Mar
1820 2

Prom: MA London
Toi The President of the United States

No. 599 Fileds 3/18B052
‘ri- Ministesr to President Roosmevelt. Personal and

Reuter snnounces the message in my immediately
folloving. Can this be true?

Ko 8ig

REGRADED UNOLABBIFIED by Eritish
Govt., Stats Dept. tel., 8-28-72

By R. H. Parks  Date MAY 6 1972
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File Copy
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FROM The Prime Minister

to  The President

SERTAL 599

TATE/TIME

OR FILE MITMPER 03/18052
TOR MAF ROOM 03/1926Z VIA Ammy Code Room
SURJECT

Helease to press of Itallan ship transfer.

ACTION

To President via Miss Tully,

The President's weg K486, informing the PM that the
story on transfer of Italian shi. s to Russia had been re-
leased to the press, was dispatched from Washington at

1636Z, 3 Mar i4.

The PM's #599 end #600, requesting in-

formation on the same subject, wer: received in the Map

Room at 1926Z.

The messages crossed in transition.
Therefore, this message (PM 599) is apgwered ip POTUS L86.

““(Msg identical to POTUS 486 sent to Stalin, 3 kar 44)

/ §OPIES TO:

DATE:

BY DIRECTION OF)

ACTION COVPLETED: [ FILED:

|
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Fromi MA London

Tor The Fresident of the United Btates
No. 600 Filed: 3/1B8052
o Prime Ninister to President Rocsevelt. Personal

Refsrence my immedistely preceding telegram. Wash-
ington Priday from Reuter. Time of receipt 1720 3rd Marech.
Nsg beginm \

Fresident Roosevelt today announsed that Italian
wvarships are ready to be sent to the Russian Navy. Dissuss-
ions for transferring roughly 1/3 of the Italian Fleet to
Russia, the President sald, vers about half completed.

President Roosevelt said that the U.5. and Britain
are already using some Italian tonnage. REfforts are now
being made to determine how many of these ships or their
squivalent can be turmed over to the Russian Navy. Marshal
S8talin had raised the gquestion through his Ambassador in
¥ashington.

President Hoosevelt stressed that so long as the war
lasted the Allies will use sverything afloat against the

snemy. After the war scmething more permanent would have to

ﬁ REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
. ' { Govt., Btate Dept. tel., 3-29-73

File Copy it L B




be decided. Asked vhether the ships would be manned by
Italians, the President replied that some may and some may
not. Italian ships vhioh had escaped to the Balleario
Islands, he sald, vere a Spanish problem.

President Roosevelt explained thikt since Italy
surrendered to the U.8., Britain and Russia, it was thought
advisable to distribute the Italian Fleet roughly on the
basis of 1/8 emeh. He would not say hov mush tonnage vas
involved,

No 8ig

Kocd o0d/9r6E

To Taes. Vit Theen wliy By 1.

REGRADED UNCLASSIFTED by Britinh

EBtate Dept. tel, 8-29-72
By R. H. Parks nltI. ik

MAY 6 1972
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FROM The Prime Minister To0 The Presldent

sErTaL 600 DATE 3 Maroh 1944

TATR/TIME
OR Erm WITMEER 93/1805

L

TOR MAF ROOM 03/1926Z NIA smmy Coda Room
SUBJECT
Release to press of Itzlisn ship transfer,

ACTION
To President via Miss Tully.

The Prealdent’s msg #486, informing the PM that the
Btory on transfer of Itulian ships to Hussis hed been ra-
leased to the press, was dispatched from Washington at
1636Z, 3 Mar 44. The Fli's #599 and #600, requasting ine
Tormetion on the sume subject, were recelved in the Lep
Room at 1926Z. The messages crossed in transition.
Therefore, this messuge (Pl 600) is 5

(kisg identicel to POTUS 486 sent to Stulin, 3 Mar 44)

COPIES T DATE: BY DIRECTTION OF
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6 1972
From: MA London
Tos The President of the United States
No. 601 Biled: 041925 2

Prims Minister to President Roosevelt personal and

Your number 585. Thank you wery much for your as-
surancss about no shesps ayes at our oilfields at Iran and
Irag. Let me reaiprocate by giving you the fullest assurance
that we have nc thought of tryimg to horm in upon your
interests or property in 3audi Arabia. My positiom on this,
as in all matters, is that Oreat Britain seeks no advantage,
territorial or otherwise, as the resylt of the wvar. Omn the
other hand she will not be deprived of anything wvhish rightly
belongs to her after having given her best serviees to the
good cause-at lsast not so long as your humble servant is en-
trusted with the condust of her affairs. I will bring the
matter before the Cabinet on Monday and hope to telegraph you
immediately thersafter.

About the India Ocean situation. I hope the enemy




fleet will stay at Singapo : rofetdl 'give you fine
opportunities in the main Peoific theatre. Thank you very
much for the carrier. I shall be unﬂiﬁg you & signal short-
ly on the wider aspeocts of our Jjoint action againat Japan.

About U.J. and the Foles. I am walting to receive
the official ansver of the Soviet Govarnment before attempt-

"ing to make wp my mind whether there is anything else we ocan
do.

About the Italian ships et cetera. I was much start-
led by the press agoountes of your talk with them. The Russians
have never asked for one-third of the Italian ships. But only
for the speoific vessels mentionsd at Mosoow and agreed to by
us at Tehsran. BSse list which follwn;"{r%l;ﬂ naver agreed,
as you lmow, to anything beyond this. We shall now ses what
the Italian reaction will be and whether the Combined Chisfs
of the Staff were right in their apprehensions set forth in
J.3.M. 1372 dated 28th-12-43, Prom your 483 I infer that we
are to go on vith the poliay of loaning U.J. some British lm.’t
Amsrican ships till we oan get the Italians', I therefore
suggest the feollowing jeint message to U.J. from you and me;
Begins.

Although the Prims Minister instructed Ambassador
Clark Eerr to tell you that the deatroyers we are lending you
wers old, this was only for the sake of absolute franimess. In
fact they are good, serviceable ships, quite effiasient for
escort duty. There are only 7 fleet destroyersz in the whole

REGRADED UNCLASSIFTED Lw Eritich
Govt., State Dept. tel., S-i4u-T2

By H. H. FParks n“ﬂ
AY & 1
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(3)

Italian Navy, the rest belng torpado
boats. Moreover these Italian destroyers, when we do get
them, are absolutely unfitted for work in the North without
very lengthy refit. Therefors we thought the 8 which the
BEritish Government have found would be an earlier and mors
sonvenient form of help to you.. The Prime Minister regrets
that he cannot spare any nsav destroyers at the present time.
He loat 2 lakt week, one in the Russian convoy, and for the
landing at OVERLORD alone he has to deploy, for closs inshore
work against the batteries, no fewer than 42 destroyers, a
large proportion of which may be sunk. Every single vessel
that he has of this olass 1s being used to the utmost pressure
in the common causs. The movemsnt of the Japansse fleat to
Singapore creates a nev situation for us both in the Indian
Oosan. The fighting in the Anzio bridgehead and generally
throughout the Msditerranean is at its height. The wast troop
convoys are orossing the Atlantie with the United 3tates Army
of Libsration. Ths Russian convoys are being run up to the
last minute before OVERLORD with wery heavy destroyer escorts.
Finally thers i OVERLORD itself. The President's position
is similarly strainsd, but in this oase mainly becauss of the
greet scals and activity of the operatiems im the Pasific.? Our
joint intentions to deliver to you the Italian ships agreed
upon at Mosoow and Tehsran remain unaltered, and we shall put
the position formally to the Italian Government at the time
wvhen it is broadened and the nev ministers take over thelir

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED Y7 Fritish

Govt., State Dept. tel., S-d8-73
By R. H. FParke Date HIE:I
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! (4)

responsibilities. T here is no question of our right to
dispose of the Italian Navy, but only of exercising that
right with the least harm to our common interests. Mean-
while, all cur spesified ships are being prepared for delivery
to you on leoan as already agreed. Signed; Hoosevelt.
Chureohill. Message to 3talin ends.

I must send you my varmest songratulations on the
grand fighting of your troops, partioularly the United States
Third Division in the Anzxio bridgehead. I am alvays deeply
moved to think of our men fighting side by side in so many
fieros battles and of the inspiring additions to our history
vhich these famous spisodes will make. Of acourse I have besn
vary anxious about ths bridgeshead where we have so little
ground to give. Ths stakes are very high on both sides now
and the suspense 1s long-drawvn. I feel sure we shall win
both here and at Cassino.

We esertainly do have plenty to worry us nov that our
respective democoracies feel so sure the whole war is as good

No 8ig

REGRADED UNCLASSIFTED by Pritiok
Govt., State Dept. tal., B-: '

By R. H. Parke Dato A L/
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FROM The Prime Minister ™0 The President
SERIaL  ©01 pATE & Merch 194
IR s ousis

TOR MAP ROOM 0422352 via Ammy Code Room

SURJECT Oilfields at Iran and Iraq; Indian ocean situation;
Polish-Russian relations; Transfer of Italian ships.

ACTION
To President via usher. Answers PHES #485, 3 Mar i%.

Answer prapar-d by <dmiral Brown; approved by
Prasident 7 Mar Li; :

See message from Winant, 6 kar L4, containing mea-
{rom Fﬂm!'uiﬂiatar.

TO; DATE: BY DIRECTION OF:
EOEE!BS of Jolint PUOTUG-Pi massagy to oTaldiil filed in
?Ji&é—m fi1la,
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4 March 19548%& _
i
From: MA Lendon
7 For: The Fresident of the United Btates
Number 602 Filed 0419252

Primse Minister to President Roosevelt. Farsonal

and oW Nusber 601. Number 602.

My immedistely preceding telegram. The Admiralty
state that one third of the Italian ships in our possession
vould amount to:

1.7 battleships
6 insh aruisers
T 5.3 inoh aruiseras
3 dsatroyers
T torpedo boats
T eorvettes
3 submarinss

Whereas vhat the Russians ask for and what the
British agreed to was

1 battleship

1 aruiser

8 deastroyers

L} submarines

50,000 tons of merchant shipping.

No Big
‘ ({1} |~ {1 REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
Govt.. Stais Dept. tel., 3-20-73
seX 9dya IS =08 L By R. H. Parks  Date
. M 6 182
LA Epyz,{_ AY i
Fiie Lopy
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FROM  The Prime Mind ster T0 The President
SERTAL 602 DATE L Warch 1944
TATR/TINE 1 -
OR FILE MTMFER 0419252
TOR MAP ROOMULZ2235Z Vi Amny Code Room
SURJECT

Tranafer of Italien ships to Russia; press raleass,

ACTION
(Further to Pu g601.)

To President via ushar.

Answer prapared by Admiral Brown; approved by
President 7 Mar 44; so i

COPIES TO: DATE: BY DIRECTION OF;:

——
—

ACTION COMPLRTED: FILED:




From: London
Fort The President of the United Btates
Number 603 Piled 0422452
Prime Minister to President. Personal and most
ssoret. Number 603.
I have just received the following from Nountbatten

vhioh I forvard to you knowing the interest you take in
these parts.

cancellation of 'PIG!TIEII:“ ::r:: advanocs in Arakan would be
pressed to the south of Mayu Penimsular in time to give a
sporting chance of taking Akyab. Japansse counter offensive
has imposed & vital three weeks delay wvhich I fear will pre-
-— vent us from reaching the mouth of Mayu Peninsular in time
to cover the passage of landing oraft round Foul Point into
river before swell gonditions whiah become rapidly worss

from nov on prevent it. Wingate's operations are proceeding
to plan as follows:

"At one time, I had |n%hnpl even after the
(et Voo )

"A. 16 Brigade has grossed the Upper Chindwin
sbout 30 miles southwest of Taro and will operate
against communications of 18 and 31 Divisions.

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Britinh

Govt, R is .-, tel,
. By R. H. ruica
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: From: London
To: The President of the United States Fage 2
Number 603 Filed 0422457

"B. 77 Brigade dus to be flown into Okkyl
Vallsy betwsen Mareh 6 and Maroch 9 to cperate
against communication of 18 Division. '

"c. 111 Brigade dus to be flown into same
air strip as 77 Brigade between Maroch 10 and March
13 to operate in area Wuntho Katha against ocommuni-
cations of 15 Division."

No 8ig

A | REGRADED UNCLASSIFTED by British
Govt., State Dept. tel., B-EE-TiqTq
By R. H. Parks  Datepfy O 'O/

! .{fﬁ(: osovson. S - e
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FROM The Prime Minister o The Presidant 1.
SERTAL 603 DATE 4 Mar L4 |
TATE/TINE
OR FILE N'MBER 0422462
o
TOR MAP ROOM e Vik
SURJECT ;
Burzme operetiona. Quotes letter from Mountbatten.
ACTION
To President via usher.
Ackcnowlediged An FOTUS 480, 7 Mar A4: mo further
agtiog,
COPIES TO: DATE: BY DIRECTION OF:
ACTION COMPLETED: FILED:
s,
SR = ——————— ]
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From: London
For: The President of the United States
Number 604 Filed 042310Z

Prims Minister to President Roosevelt. PFersonal
and _ . Number 604,

1. I have now received Stalin's reply about
Poland which I send in my immsdiately following. I find
it most disecuraging. I will send you & oopy of my ansver
as soon as it has been approved by the Cabinet.

1 2. There is now no ﬂ“ﬁﬂ in my opinien vhy the

o

Folish Prime Minister should not wizit the United Btlth
as you invited him to do. It may at any rate make the
Russians more careful if thesy sees that Poland is not en-
tirely without friends.

No Big

TED by Brit
UHOLABRIF o 29_7 E

. t. tol.,
:;1; Eli'a;::::ap pate. WAY 6 1972
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o The Prime Ministar T0 The President

sepuaL 004 |oate 4 Mar 44

IR/ TIME

s £ 04/23102

s ARtk 05/01302 VIA Ammy Code Room

SURJECT Forwards Stalin's reply on Russian-Polish relations.
- e : —

ACTION

To President via usher. (Ses also 605)

COPIES TOs DATE: BY DIRECTION OF:

ZZ?:uwmﬂm- |numr N
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b March 154k A

From: London
For: The President of the United Btates
Number 605 - Filed 0423102

Prims Ninister to President Roosevelt. Ferscnsl
and most secret. Number 605.

Following is 3talin's reply referred to in my
number G0N,

"I received both your messages of the 20th Peb-
ruary on the Polish question from 8ir A. Clari Eerr on
the 2Tth Pebruary.

"I have studied the detailed mooount of your ocon-
versations with the members of the Emigre Polish Governmsnt
and have come more and more to the comelusion that such
peopls ars not capable of establishing normal relations
with ths US3R. BSuffies it to peint to the fact that not
only do they not wish to recognire tho Curgon Line but
they #till lay olaim to Iwow as well as Vilna. As regards
designs to place under foreign oomtrol the sdministration
of gertain Soviet territories, we cannot accept for discus-
sion such mspirations since we consider even the very ralsing
of a quastion of such & kind insulting for thes Soviet Tniom.

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British

Govt,, @t apt. i BB a0k
b R e’ T8 07
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From: London
For: The President of the United States Page 2
Humber 605 : Filed 042310Z

"I have already written to the President that the
solution of the queastion of Soviet-Folish relations has
not yet ulturtdi/

"It is necessary once more to affirm the justness
of this conclusiom. 34 March, 1944."

No 8ig

REGRADED UNCLASEIFIED by British
Govt., Btate Dept. tel., 5-28-73

BI B. H. Parkes Date “Av_ ﬁ TSTZ
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- |
fnoy The President 0 The Prime Minister |
sipar, 005 nate & Mar 4.
NATE/TINE
OR_FILE MIMMPER 0L23107
T0R MAP BOOM 0501302 VA  Army Code Room
SURJECT

Stalin's reply on Rusaisn-Polich relatioms.

ACTION
To Presldent via usher.

{Continuation of Fi #604.)

COPIES TO: TATE: BY DIRECTION OFi
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Fromi London
Tol The President of the United Atatas

Hot 606, Piled 05/18222
Frime Minister to President Roomsevelt. Personal.

Your pumber 484. We agree. We should prefer
to leave out the last sentence but we do not press the
. point.

No Sig

7_41,@'__.-1.:!--_ﬁ7_—-r, -
L?Iir JQJ -‘J{?a Q-J? ???ﬂﬂ'}“-ﬂ-*r Bouged B ﬁﬂaf&f%'

c?ﬁ' o 1l oo™ .ﬁ;,mmq_)

. v 0 i T
Koe et -05170° L ekt REGRADED UNCLASSIF

IED by British
s Govt., Btate Dept, i
Vu !r R. H. P‘rk- P tﬂl.' 3.—38_?.

Date MAY & 1972

File Copy



FROM The Prime Minister tg The President
SERIAL 606 DATE 5 March 1944
DATR/T1ME 05/18222

OR FILE NMTMEER

TOR MAP ROOM 05/19002Z ViA Amy Code Room
sUnJECcT February subtmaripe warfare statament.

ACTION
To President via usher,

Answers PUTUs £84, After consultstion with the
Prosident, Admiral Brown draft reply; gent to FM ap
2488,

For complste actlon on February sulmarine warfare
stotement, see "&R 000.7 (3) Sec. 2"

COPIES TOs TATE BY DIRRCTION OFa
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£ March 1944

From: London
For: The Fresident of the United States
Kumber 607 Filed 0520402
Frime Minister to Prasident Roosevelt. Most
Y =02 peraonal. KNumber 607.
Your number L87.
We agree gbout this being in General Wilson's
srhere, But I think that the mission should in the
firet place be received by representatives of the t.hg-ﬂo
Allies and & military repressntative of tharnl\ Wilson
and the first oontF:u_t._l_ established through diplomatic
channels. General Wilson would, of course, be kept in-
formed and would be reaponsible to the Combined Chiefns
of S8taff if and wvhen it came to dictating armistice
terms. No doubt you will instrust your reprosentative
to keep in touch with Mr. MacMillan who will act for us.
I think it most important, however, that you and I should
watoh this from day to day and uttia on the highest level,

of ocourse in oconjunotion with U.J.

No Big
Recd s595y0 2= -0F= REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., 8tate Dept. tel., 3-20-72
TPV By R. H. Parks  Date |,| Y 6 1977
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6 Maroh 1944

MENORANDUL FOR

Thit ACTING SECH.TaRY OF STATE

: The President has directed that the
attached paraphrased copy of message No., 607 from
the Prime Minister be furnished to the Department
of State for preparation of reply after consulta-
tion with the Jolnt Chlefs of Etaff.

In order that you may be fully informed,
a paraphrased ocopy of the President's message Ho.
L87 to the Prime Minister is also furnished.

Ls MATHEWSON,
Colonel, Ueneral Staff.

2 Incls.
Inol 1-Pi-President #607,
5 Maroh 1944.
Inol 2-President-Fli.§#L87,
ghrﬂh l“‘i
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FROM The Prime Minlatsr o Tha Prasldant

sERIAL 097 pate 5 Wareh 1944
MATE/TIME 0520402

OR FILE NTHRER

IOR MAP ROOM J5/22L0% VIL Ay Codes Roog
SUBJECT Bulgarian surrwndar.

ACTION

To President via ushar. Answarg PuTUS pi87, 5 har 4L,

By dirsotion of tha Prasidant, copy sont to Stata
PDapartment, togather wilth copy of PUTUc 4,87, for propar-
ation of roply af'tyr oonsultation with tha Jolnt Chiafs
of bLtaff.

Proposed reply given to President by Admiral Leshy

8 Mar LL; approved; gont to Fil as [m],,}'}n-. 41

(Bae "wH 370 SUlsatla (1))

COPIES TO: DATE BY DIRECTION CFi
tats Dapartment 6 sar 44 Th= Prasident
ACTION COMPLETED: FILED:
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REGRADED U,

Govt.
By R,

Fromi MA London
Toi The Presidsnt of ths United States

No. 608 Filed: 071236 Z
Prime Minister to President Roosevelt personal and

SN, /bout the Ttalian ships.

1. I have naver agreed nor have you ever asked me
to agres to a division of the Italian Fleet into 3 shares.
If this elaim were to be based on the fact that we 3 Powers
signed the ITtalian Armisties together, what about all the
other Powers that fought Italy? Orescs for instanse would
have an irrefutabls claim. It wvas not until after the Cairo
conference that I heard you had mentiomed about the 1/3 for
Russia. Averell was however able to assure you that nothing
of tha sort had been said to the Fussians. See your number
837. You are therefore quite unsommitted so far as they are
oconcernad.

2. His Majesty's Government would not be able to
agres to a division of the Italian Fleest by 1/3 or a pro rata
division among signatories to the Armistice. We hold very
strongly that losses eatailed in the Italian war must be

CLABSIFIED by British
+ Btate Dept. tel., 3-20-73

H. Parks Dltmr E‘ +9?2




(2)

considered. We bore the whol
1940 onvards until British and Amerioan troops entered
Tunisias as the result of "TORCH". Our Naval losses alone
have been very heavy indeed. For instance, from Italy's
deolaration of war until her unsonditiopal surrander, the
Royal Navy lost in ths Mediterransan the following ma jor

varships:

Battles

Alroraft iers
Monitor

Cruisers
Dentroyara
Essorte

Fast Minslayers

t Ships
ko & inss

b
PO L L0 0 B i 1

and the following mershant shipping: 129 vessels of
780,000 gross tennages. We certainly fesl that we are sn-
titled to have our claims for replasemants duly ccmsidered
by our closest Ally.

3. Here I must mention that exoepting only Vanguard
we have suspended our vhole battleship programme inoluding
the four 16-inech battleships authorized by Parlisment even
before the var began in order to concentrate upon short=-term
war nesoessities freely axpended in the commen cause. We have
borne the whole burden of warship losses in the Russian con-
voys, to wit)

Cruisers

Destroyers
Minsawespasrs

Flesat Oiler.

Ll A

5. Up to the pressat I have been content to leave

HIGHADID_UHELhSSIFIED by British
Govt., State Dapt. tol., 3-20-78
By R. H. Parks Date ji:
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these matteras for adjustment at the end of the war when His
Majesty's Governmment would oesrtainly have represented that
they were justly entitled to ths 2 surviving Littorios on
asoount of their heavy battleship losses. I do not wish to
pro judge this gquestiom at the present tims. We must hovever
bear in mind that about 100 Italian Warships have been and
up to the present mement are still doing useful and important
work for both our countries. I therefore suggest that all
further disoussion of a division of the Italian Flest apart
from vhat we agreed with Stalin at Teheran, stand over till
the end of the war, when no doubt the Japaneses Flest will
also come into consideration.

5. At the Moseow conference the Russiana asked for
certain speoified types of Italian ships, namely

1 Battleahip
1 Cruiser

S~

and 40,000 toms of merchant shippimg. At Teheran wve
assented to this. The Combined Chiefs of 3taff subsequently
becams alarmed lest the announsemsnt that we meant to turm
over Italian ships to the Soviets should impair cooperation
by the Italian Naval Forces and possibly lead to souttling.
You and I then agreed to propose to Fussia that we lend her
the same quantity of ships until the matter sculd be adjusted
with the Italians after the present oritical stage of the
var in Italy and in the Mediterransan was over. This was ao-

gepted by the Russians. T am surs you will recognize that

REGRADED UNCLAZSTFIED by British
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-29-72
By R. H. Parks Datnpz;-
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the British Admiralty made & mmr&a/
plan by providing in fsot 13 wvarships out of 1% and half

the mershant tonnage. This plan is in actual process of

being u_.n-ind out.

6. Our relations with the Italian Govermment in this
matter must alsc be considered. They surrendered thelr fleest
and there is no doubt of the ultimate right of the Allies to
disposs of it as they may decids. However Admiral Andraw
Cunningham, with Gensral Elsemhower's full assent, made an
agresment at Taranto in consequense of whieh the Italian
Flaet, vhish had bravely escaped from the nlutuﬁu of the
Garmans not without heavy loss, thenceforward became actively
employed in the Allied interest. A relationship has been
sstablished between the Italian Flest and the British and
Amerioan Flests alongaide of vhom they are operating which
gertainly implies that we should treat them properly and with '
due oconsideration. A prisocner of war 1s ones thing but cnoe
you agoept a man's services and he fights at your side against
the oommon enemy, a different status and relationship are }
established. I hope this may be patiently locksd into beoauss :I'r
at prasent the British Admiralty fssl unoomfortable about the
positien into vhioh we hawve got.

7. I shall no doubt have to make a statsment to
Parliament in the near futurs and would propose, subjeaot to
your agresment, something as follows:

As President Roosavelt has said the queation of

REGRADED UMCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., Etate Dept. tel,, 3-20-73

By R. H. Parks Datgay 6 1972
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the future smployment and disposal of the Italian Fleet

has been the subject of some dipcusstion. In particular
consideration has been given to the immsadiate reinforcemsnt
of the 3ovist Navy sither from Anglo-American or Italian
resoursss. Om these discussions I have no statement to
make other than to say that at present no change is con-
templated in the arrangemsnts with the Italian Naval
Authorities under which Italian ships and their orevs take
part in the common struggle against the enemy in the
theatres whers they now operate. It may well be found that
the general question of enemy or ex-enemy fleet disposal
should best be laft over till the end of the war against
both Cermany and Japan, vhen the entirs position can be
surveyed by the vietorious Allies and what 1m right and Just

can be dons.

Ho 3ig

REGHADED UNOLASSIFIED bty British
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-20-73

By R. H. Parkes Date MAY 6 1972
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paoe  1Be Prime Minister 7o The President
o 608 pare 7 Mar 1944 .
NATR/TIME 07/1236%
OR_FILE NTMPER
TOR MAP RoOM 0716102 VIA Arpy Vods Boom
SUSTECT  Trapsfer of Italisn ships.
ACTION
(See ™WR 450 ITALY")
To President by admiral Brown.
Acknowledge (see
sotion sheet), F

(Statement to Commons menticned in PM #608 was made
on morning of 9 Mar 4i.)

COPIES TO: DATE: BY DIRECTION OFa

ACTION COMPLRETED: FILED:

M— R _—
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From: MA London
Tos The President of the United States

No. 609 Filed: 071730 Z

Prime Minister to Fresident Roosewvelt. Fersonal

Following 18 text of reply vhich I have sent, at
the desire of the War Cabinet, to UJ in reply to his message
of March 3rd repeated to you in my No. 605.

1., I thank you for your message of March 3rd about
the Polish guestion.

2., T made it clear to the Poles that they would not
get either Lwow or Vilna and the references to these places,
a3 my message shows, merely suggeated & way In those areas
in which the Poles thought they could help the common cause.
They were certainly not intended to be insulting either by
the Poles or by me. However since you find them an cbatacle
pray consider them withdrawn and expunged from the message.

3. The proposals I submitted to you make the occupa-
tion by Russia of the Curzon Line a de facto reality in
agresment with the Poles from the moment your armles reach 1%,

fj REGRADED UNcLassy

FIED
Govt., Gtate p B¥ Br.:igh
ept. -
E By R. N. Parke bt ;&l“ 3-28-7g

B 72
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and I have told you that, provided the settlemsnt you and
we have outlined in our talks and correspondence was brought
into being, His Britannic Mdjeaty's Government would support
1t at the armistice or peace conferences. I have no doubt
it would be equally supported by the United States, There-
fore you would have the Curzon Line de factoc with the assent
of the FPoles as soon as you get there, and with the bleasing
of your Western Allles at the general settlement.

4, PForce can achisve much but force supported by
the goodwill of the world can achlieve more. I earnestly
hope that you will not close the door finally to a working
arrangement with the Poles which will help the common cause
during the war and give you all you require at the peace, If
nothing can be arrangsd and you are unable to have any re-
lations with the Polish Government, which we shall continue
to recognize as the Govermment of the Ally for whom we declared
war upon Hitler, I should be very sorry indeed, The War
Cabinet asks me to say that they would share this regret. Our
cnly comfort will be that we have triled cur very beat.

5. You spcke to Ambassador Clark Kerr of the danger
of the Polish queation making a rift between you and me. I
shall try earnestly to prevent this.. All my hopes for the
future of the world are based upon the friendship and coopera-

| ticn of the western democracies and Soviet Russia,

| No Sig
1 ' REGRADED twory
S SSIFIED by Brity
Lok 0y 7B R B s 15410 Dept. te1, g.g0 on

Br R, H. Parks Dat

m'f b oi/e
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. L
Frox _ The Prime Minister 70 ‘he President
senaL 609 pate 7 Mar 44
NATE/TINE _
OR FILE WTMBER 0717305
TOR MAP ROOM vip Aoy Code Room

SURJECT Ph's msg to Stalin on Polish-Russien relations.

ACTION
(Further to Pi #4604 end 605.)

To President via Miss Tully.

Uraft reply prepared by Admiral Leahy; sporoved
by President 8 Mar 44; muq.wﬁ i

COPIES TO: DATE: BY DIRECTION OF:
. Ppt o o
ACTION COMPLETED: FILED:
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From: London '
Tot The President of the United States

Roi 610, Filed 08/12442

Prime Minister to President Roosevelt. Personal.

1. Your number 390 causes me concern. It is a
departure from your agreement with me of February 1l (your
464) which you kindly reaffirmed in your number 483
desoribing the matter as "finished business". On the
strength of the firat assurances ]: made my statemsnt to
Parliamsnt. :

2. !3 advices do oot lead me to believe that any
new factes of lmportance have arisen or that the Allied
foroes are not capable of maintaining order in the reglons
they have oocoupled as the result of the "unconditional
surrender” of Italy. It would in my opinion be & very
seriocus mistake to give way to agitation especially when
agoompanied by threats on the part of groups of offioce
seeking politicians. We should then be liable to set up
in Italy an administration whioch might not ocommand the
allegiance of the armed foroes, but which would endeavour

to make its position with the Italian pecple by standing

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British

¢ 0 R Govt., State Dept. tel,, 3-20-73
M\_ By R. K. Parks  Date tAY 6 1977
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up to the Allles. In fact we should have ancther but more
intractable version of the De Gaullist Committee. Meanvhile
in the midst of a heart-shaking battle we are to get rid of
the tame and helpful government of the Eing and Badoglio,
vhioh is doing its utmost to work its passage and aid us in
avery vay.

3. I readily admit that the course you recommend
would be the mors popular and would have at least a trans-
itory sucoess. But I am sure that for the victorilous
gonquerers to have their hands forced in this way by sections
of the defeated population would be unfortunate. 8o also
would be the obvious open division between you and me and
between our two governments. I gave you and the State
Department loyal and vigorous support over the Darlan affair.
Unity of action between our two governments was never more
nagessary than at the present time eoneidering the great
battles in which we are engaged and which lies ahead.

4., I am quite ready to take up with you now the
proposals put forvard by General Wilson set out in his
nuuh-a’:‘-“ﬁjl, vheraby the Crown Prince beoomes lisutenant of

realm. I have no confidence in either Croce or 2forsza for

REGRADED UFPLABSTFTED by Brittch

Govt., Stuie Dept. tel., 5-29-7
R H. Farks I_“ R

MAY 6 1972
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this job. MacMillan tells me Croce is & dvarf professor
about TS5 years old vho wrote good books about assthetics
and philosophy. Vyshiosky who has tried to read the books
says they are even duller than Earl Marx. Sforsa has
definitely broken his undertakings given in his letter to
Mr. Barle of September 23. I hope therefore we may open
disoussicns with you on the basls of the Forelgn Secretary's
telegram number 1783 to Halifax. I repeat I am most
anxiocus to ses a broadly based government asasume power in
Italy, but this cught not to be dope under duress by the
Allies and oan certainly be done with far better advantage
vhen the battle has been gained or, best of all, wvhen Rome
is taken. MeoMillan is returning at once.

No 8ig

@d. |ya3z
Ten Gt Mmailoicoe

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by |
Govt., State Dept. tal., 3-3u-7
By R. H. Parks Date \

MAY 6 1972
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FROM The Prime Minister 0 The President
SERTAL 610 nate B March 1944 ]
NATE/TINE
OR FILE NMMIFER 08/12442

08/1L2 {
il st e /14232 vii Army Code Room |
SURJECT !

Italien Political situstion.
ACTION 1
POTUS 7 3

To President by Col Mathewson. Draft reply pre-
pared by Admirel Leshy and Admiral Brown in Map Room;
app}'gred by President wlith minor changes; gent to FM
g5 POWUS 9494,

Coplea of POTUS #L90 and Pl #610 sent to State
Department, & March 1944. Zurther reply draft by
State Department, epproved by President;

A8 #L98,

COPIES TO: NATE: BY NIRECTION OF:

State Department 8 March 1944 . The Prasident,
ACTION COMPLETED: FILED:
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9 March 1944
From Leondon
Form The President of the United States
Numbsr 611 Filed 0901002
Prime Minister to President. Personal and Qe
No. 611.
L

I am most grateful to you for all your four tele-
grams just recelived.

No Big

?Eigé! 09/02/0F

Four messages roaferred to are:
T_PVU [/_2> l:’_'__}{:'l 1. PUTUS p491 = Mr. dacVeagh to

reapresant us in Bulgarian surrender
negotiations.

2. &vllUs §492 - Transfer Italian ships.

3. POTUs §.93 - Polish-Russian rela-
tions.

L. PUTUs pl9, - Italiesn political

Govt., Btate Dept. tel., 8-20-T3
By R. H. Farks Date

MAY 6 1972

Af
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- The Prime Minister e The Presidant
SERIAL 611 DATE 9 March 1944
E:Tﬁgmwmm 0901002

ToR MAp RooM  09/02102 yu ~my Code Room

SURJECT  poknowledgment of message #491 thru Fi94.

ACTION

Acknowledged messages #491 (Mr. MecVesgh to re-
fr-euant ug in Bulgarian surrender negotiutions); #4592
Transfer of Itallan ships); #493 (Polish-Russian rela-
tions); #4194 (Italian politiecal situation).

Tc President wvia usher.
Ho wspswer,

COPIES TO1 DATE: BY DIRECTION OF:

Ol COMPLRTED: . Mol | FILEDI
et s

-
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From: London
Tol The Fresident of the United Statas

Noi 612, Filed 09/16202

Prime Minister to Fresident. PFersonal.

Your ﬂ for confidential information of Italian
officers. We entirely agree and have signalled Wilson

accordingly as from Combined Chiefs of Btaff for use at
his disoretion.

¥o Sig

lacd 04 1700z - vser

T Mmu?}:,—wii%

EEGRADED UNOLASSIFIED by British
Govt.. Bruie Dept. tal., EFES-?IE '3?2
By R. B, Parks pats MAY

_ L

| !
L 3 L

ue Copy
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FROM The Prime Minister vq The President

SERIAL 612 DATE 09/16202 Maroh L4
. MATR/TIME

OR FILE MIMEER

TOR MaP Roow  09/17002 via “my Code Room

SUMECT fTransfer of Italisn ships; statement for confidential
infermation of Italian officlals.

x

ACTION

Answers POTUS gL89,

To Presldent vis Miss Tully. Memorandum sent
to Vice Admiral H, &, Edwards to be sent to our com=
manders in Mediterranean, (Sees "uB 450 ITALY (2) Seo 1")

Ho spswer,
COPIES TO: DATE4 BY DIRECTION OF:
ACTION COVPLETED: T FILFD:

5
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From: London
Fori The President of the TUnited 3tates
Number 613 Filed 0920002

Prime Minister to President Roosevelt. Number
613. Personal and SN Your 474,
1. You will remember that we discusssd the dollar

jlanaau a}ro on Deaauhur Bth and that I gave a memo-
F b & ] .-“'-c"
randum_to Harry thuinlr understood that you felt

we ought not to be treated worse than France or Russia
in these matters. France has at least two billions and
no overseas lisbilities againat them. 3o has Russia.
These dollar balances are not, as your telegram might
suggest, a particular part of our assets vhich is available
in the United S8tates, but our total reserves. Against these
reserves we have inourred for the common cause liabilitlies
of at least ten billions on the other side of the account,
2. B8ince our talk, Lord Halifax met Mr, Hull and
Mr. Morgenthau as recently as Janusary 8th, vhen the matters
mentionsd in the first paragraph of your telegram under
reply were discussed. Lord Halifax reported toc us that
Mr. Morgenthau stated to him that it was not at present
intended to reduce our dollar balances in any other way,
and in reliance on this personal assurance to Lord Halifax,
REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Britisk
\ Govt., Btate Dept. tel., 3-29-73
\ By R. H. Parks _ Date
MAY & i

ot
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From London
Por: The President of the United States Page 2
Number 613 Filed 0920002
ve agreed to the exclusion of the politically difficult
item from Lend-Lease,
3. Will you allov m& to say that the suggestion
of reducing our dollar balances, wvhioh constitute our mole
liquid reserve, to one billion dollars would really not be
a.ﬂnlilttnt. either with equal treatment of Alliea or with any
conception of equal nu-iﬂu- or pooling of resources. We
have not shirked our duty or indulged in an easy way of
living. We have already spent practically all our conver-
tible foreign investments in the struggle. We alons of the
Allies will emerge from the var vith great overseas wvar
debts. I do not lmov vhat would happen if we were now asked
to disperse our last liquid reserves required to l“t. p;-oning
needs, or how I could put my aoase to Parliament without it
affecting public sentiment in the most painful manner and
that at a time wvhen British and Amerisan blood will be
floving in broad and equal streams and when the shortening
of the var eyen by a month would far exoceed the sums under
consideration.
k. I venture to put these arguments before you
in order that you may be fully armed with our case, for
my confidence in your sense of justice and, I may add, in
‘E REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., State Dept. tel., 8-28-73

By R, H. Parks Hﬂh PR
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Por: The Preaident of the United Statea
Number 613 Filed 0920002

that of the American people is unshakable,

Page 3

5. But see also my immediately following.

Ko 8ig

/&fl EP22 Y52
nﬁ; f@rﬁ H

S,

MWME%MFT’*?

0 ISR

ea o, »ﬁgicevr in Arsk f%?iﬁcf.

S t————;

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Eritish
Govt., Btate Dapt. mi.- :

3~20-7
By . H. Parks  Date .

MAY 6 172
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1, Maroh 19i4

MEMORANDUM ¥OR
THE SECHATARY OF THE TREASURY

Furnished herewlth are u;uplu
of references made in the Prime Minister's
message No. 613 of 9 March 1944 to the

President which you raguested.

L. MATHEWSON,
Colonel, Ceneral Staff.

2 Inols,
Incl 1 - Meg, PM-President,
#L74, 22 *-bmrr 1944,
Inol 2 = Memo, Cherwell to
Prime Minister, 12 Nov 19L4lk.
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10 March 1944

UEMOHANDUL FOR
THE SECHETAKY OF STATE

The President hae cirected that the at-
tached aessages (rom the Prime Mindster, dated 9 March
1944, be referred to the Secretary of State and the

Seoretary of the Treasury for comment and recoamen—

dation.
L. MATHERSON,
Colonel, General Staff,
Assistant to the Military Alde.
2 Incle -

Inel 1. Prime Wiplster to President,
l‘ﬁl]. 9 Harch lm-

Incl 2. Prizs Minister to President,
#6lL, 9 March 194k.

DROLASEITIER
h mtf Arokivist of the U.8.
By V. J. stewart pate_MAY 6 W72

e
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PARAPHRASE
FROM: THE PRIME MINISTER

™  THE PRESIDENT
B0 @ 613, 9 MARCH 19L4.

l. In Calro on December 8th, you will recall, we had o
discussion on the dollsr balances and I gave Harry o memorandum.

In these matters I surely understoocd thut you felt that we should
not be treated worse than Rusala or Froange. Frl.n._“ hos sgainst
her®t lsast two billions and no overseas liabilities, ns has
Russia.. Thess dollar balances are cur total reserves and not, as
your tele;ram might suggest, a certain part of our assets which 1ias
available in the Undted States. On the sther alde of the scecount,
we have incurred for the common csuse Liabilities of at least ten
billions egainst these resarves,

2, Following our discussion, Mr., Hull and Ur, Norgenthau met
with Lora Halifax as recently as Jamuary Ath, at ﬂ:liﬂh time the
matters dealt with in the first parsgraph of your telegram under
roply wore gonsidered. According to Lord Halifex's report to us,
Mr. Morgenthau stuted that at present there was no intention to re—
duce our dollar balapnces by any other meuns. Our agresment to the
exclusion of the politically difficult item lrom Lend=Lease was
based on this personal sssurance to Lord Hallfax.

3. Will you permit me to state that the proposal to reduce our
dollar balances, which form ocur only liquid reserve, to one billion
dollars really would not be consistent elther with any conception of

oo L i a)e
AR el

-
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PRIME UINISTER to PRESILENT,
#513, 9 MARCH 194L.
pooling of resources or equal sacrifice or with squal treatment of
Allies. Our duty has not been ahlrked nor have we indulged in an
easy way of life. Already in this struggle we have sxpended almost
all our comvertible foreign investments. Of the Allies, we alone will
emerge from the war with heavy war debts overseas, I we were now
requested to disperse cur final liguid reserves nesded to meet urgent
requirements, I do not know what would happen or how I could report
to Parlisment without affecting public feeling moat adversely st a
time when the shortening of the war by even i month would far out=
welgh the sums under dlscussion and when American and British blood
will be flowing in broad and egual streams.

L. So that you may be fully informed of our case, I venture
to bring thess arguments to your attentlion, for I have unshakable
confidence in your sense of Jjustice, and I may add, in that of the
American peoples

5. My immedigtely lollowing message continuea. y
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rroy The Prime Minister 70 The President
SERTAL 613 pATE 9 March 1944
PATE/TTNE 09,/20002

QR FILE NTMEER

T :
TOR MAP ROOM | via Ammy Code Hoom

SURJECT Dollar balance. (Continued in F614)

ACTION

Answers POTUS #i74,

Bhown to President by Admiral Brown; President
directed that paraphrased coples be sent to the Sec of
State and Sec of Tressury for comment and recomrmendations.
Heferred by memo on 10 Mar 44, with copy of Pil #61i.

. Draf't wmesssge, approved by Sec otate, Sac Treasury,
and Mr. Dmowl;gﬁgppruved by President 24 Mar 4L sent
he PM o 105 A

COPIES To: DATE: BY DIRECTION OF:

ACTION COMPLETED: FILED:
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From: London
Foriy The President of the United States
Number G614 Filed 0520002

Prime Minister to President Roosevelt, Number
614, Personal and h

1., Purther to my number 613. I have laid before
you our oass about dollar balances in its full strength,
but from the informal way in vhich you refer to it in your
number 4T4, I have wondered whether you might be meaning
only that we should search for some armangement to enable
us to put a portion of our balancs less conspicuously in
the limelight. If this is =0, and if you desire it, we
%11l go into this very carafully with Btettinius when he
visits us.

2. B8ince we received your telegram, we nov learn
that Mr, Crovley on March 8th promised to give Congress
the amount of our dollar balances nov and at the outbreak
of wvar. This raisess serious dangera. I am oconfident in
the justice of our case if it could be stated as a vhole,
and of course if the matter becomes publisc property, ve
shall have to Justify ourselves in public. The disclosure

DED UNCLASSIFTED by British

¥t., Btate Dept. tel., 3-20-72
B. H. Farks Date

MAY & 197;
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From: London
Fori The President of the United States Page 2
Number 61k Piled 0920002

of the vast deblt balanoce whioch i1s growving up against us
outside the United 3tates would certainly have most in-
jurious effects upon our Sterling position, and consequently
upon the vhole strength of the Allies at this period. We
th-r;furu ask that there shall be no disclosure, If this 1»
not possible, that the disclosure shall be in striet confi-
dence, and also that the substancs of our case should be

stated to the body to vhom the disclosure is made.

No B8ig

REGRADED UNOLASSIFIED by BEritish
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-20.72

By R. H. Parks Bﬂthﬁf P 1972
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10 March Llybd

WEMORANDM FOR

THE SECHETARY OF THE THEASURY

Toe President has directed that the at-
tached messages from the Prime Minister, dited 9 March
194k, be referred to the Secretary of State and the

Secretary of the Treasury for comment and recommen—

dation.
L. MATHEWSOM,
Colonel, General Staff,
Asslstant to the Military Alde.
2 Inels -

Inel 1. Prime Minister to President,
#613, 9 March 194k4.

Inel 2. Prizme Minister to Fresicent,
m| 9 March 1944k.

DEOLASEIFIED
By Deputy Arabivist of the U.s,

WE 3. otewrt sarsMAY 6 197,

e
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PARAPHFRASE

FROM: THE PRIME MINISTER
T0 ¢ THE PRESIDENT

B0 1 6lL, 9 MARCH 1944 -

1. In addition to ay musber 613. I have presented to you our
complete point of view about dollar balances, but from the informal
manner in which you allude to it in your mumber 474, I have been
wondering whether your meaning might be only that we should seek
some means to make it possible to place & portion of our balance
less strongly in the spotlight. If this be true, and if you wish
it, when Stettinius visits us we shall conslder this most carefully.

2, e have learned since we received your telegram that on
March 8th Mr. Gru-'nl-; promised to present to Congress the amount of
our dollar balances at the start of the wur and now. The dangera of
this are serious, If our cass could be stated as & whole, I am
confident of the justice of it, and of course we shall have to
Justify ourselves in publio if the matter becomes the property of
the public. To reveal the large debit balance which is mounting
up against us outside the United States would surely affect our
Sterling position most injuriously, and would consequently affect the
whole strangth of the Allies at this point. We request, therefore,
that no disclosures be made, and Lif this is impossible, that the con-
tent of our case should be presented to the group to whoa the disclosurse
{s made and that the information shall be in strict confidence,

0158
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EARAPHRASE
FROM: THE PHIME MINISTER

T0 1 THE PRESIDENT
N3 1+ 614, 9 MARCH 1944,

1. In addition to my mumber 613. I have presented to you our
complete polnt of view sbout dollar balances, but from the informal
gapner in which you allude to it im your musber 474, 1 have been
wondering whether your meaning might be only that we ahould seek
gome means to make it possible to place a portion of our bslance
less strongly in the spotlight., If this be trus, and if you wish
it, when Stettdnius visits us we shall consider this most carefully,

2. We have learned since we received your telegram that on
March Ath Mr. Crowley promised to present to Congress the amount of
our dollar balances at the atart of the war and now. The dangers of
this are serious., If our case gould be stated as a whole, I um
confident of the Justice of it, and of course we shall have to
Justify ourselves in publie if the matter becomes the property of
the public. To reveal the large debit balance which is mounting
up against us outside the United States would surely uffect our
Sterling position most injuriously, and would consequently affect the
whole strength of the Allies at this point. We request, therefors,
that no disclosures be made, and if this is impossible, that the con-
tent of our cuse should be presented to the group to whom the disclomsre
is made and that the informstion shall be in strict confidence.
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FROM The Prime Minister to The President
SERTAL 614 oare 9 March 1944
NATR/TIME
OR_FILE NUMFER 09/20002
==
TOR R |viA Aruy Cpde Room |
SURJECT . .
Dollar belence. (Continuation of #§ol3) i
ACTION :
Answers POTUS #.74, i

Shown to President by Admiral Brown; President
dlirescted that paraphrosed coplea be sent to the Beo of
Sgate and Sec of Treasury for comment snd recommendetions.
Referred by memo om 10 Mar L4 with copy of PM §613.

Draft message, approved by Sec State, Seo ireasury,
and Hr. C-uwlgg a?prﬁvad by President 2, War Li; sent
1o the PM ug Preo's §509, 2L Mear LA,

COPIEE TO: DATE+ BY DIRECTION OF:

ACTION COMPLRTED: FILED:
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9 March 1944

From: London
For; The President of the United States
Number 615 Filed 0921552

Prime Minister to President Roosevelt. Number
615. Personal and ﬂ

¥ou will be glad to hear that the latest Russian
convoy has mow got safe home, and that four U-boats out
of the pack that attacked 1t were certainly sunk on the

voyage by the escort.

No 8ig

e~ ey
; T ,‘_..-_\\J-?‘""Jk"“"_""‘.*“-
R e it

AEGRADED UNCLASSIFIED b i
¥ British
@Govt., Btate Dept. tel., 3-25-73

Recol: 0922502 - ot il CEER

-~ : ‘
X A e
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rroy  The Prime Minister 70 The President :
SERIAL 615 DATE 9 Mapr L4

TATE/TIME |

OR FILE NVMPER 0921552

TOR MAP ROCM 0922502 VA Amy Code Room

SURJECT HRusslan convoy; sinking of 4 U-boats.

ACTION

To President in Dr's office by Admiral Brown.
POTUS

COPIES TO: DATE: BY DIRECTION OF:

ACTION COMPLETED: ] FILEM
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From: Amembassy London
To The President of the United Btates

Number 616 Piled 10/09062
Prime Minister to President. Personal and QN

T am sending you to-day by courier an insoription I
have had drawn up for Harry about his boy who was killed.
It would be very kind of you to have it sent him vhereesver
he is recuperating. How does the operation stand now?

Wo Big

¢ AEGRADED UNCLABSIFIED by British
R4 Kooz . ppy  FECEE B ot
Lt fn AM.

?hﬁmvwh.huﬁufw-

File, Copy
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THE WHITE HOUSE = .
WASHINGTON e

March 13, 1944.

WEMORANDUE FOR
ADMIRAL LEANY:

POR PREPARATION OF HEPLY.

F.D.R,

Pink dispatch.fral the Prime
March 10 - No. 616

g b
W

M""M/

—

N e
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sroy  The Prime Minister 70 The President

SHATAT. 616 parp 1O Maroh 1944

TTE/TINE :
OR FILE MTMFER 10/0906

TOR MAP ROOM 10/1010% vIA Army Code Room

SUBJECT  Tpseription to Mr. Hopkins about Stephen. RHequests
infornation on Mr. EHopkins' illness.

ACTION

Yo the President on tray, 0BL5R.

Answer prepared by the President; bro t to the
d¥ap Room by Miss Tully; =]

(Also see message sent to Miss Tully by the Prime
Minister's Secretary, requesting that the PM be informed
when inseription was delivered to the President and to
Mr. Hopkins. Filed "MIoUL-OTHBEH Tiuad PresLlDERTIALY)

Presldent acknowledged receipt, and inforwed BM that
inseription wa_ being forwarded to Rochester in BUTUS-Pi
2300, 15 Mar L4,

COPIEE TO: DATE: BY DIRECTION OF1
ACTION COMPLRTED: FILAD: ; == 1 !
100 Horems, Srevven L §
. 0165
I
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From: MA London
Tot The President of the United States

No. E1T Filed: 101706 2

Prime Minister to President Roosevelt personal.

1. In the fipal report of the Cairo sonfersnce, the
Combined Chiefs of Staff reported that they had "Approved
in principle as a basis for further investigation and prepa-
retion" an overall plan for the defeat of Japan. This plan
contemplated the despateh to the Pacific of & detachment of
the British Fleet which vas provisionally scheduled to be-
come operational in the Pacifis in June 1944, 11thnugh you
and T Soth initialled the final report, neither of us had
had the opportunity of going into these matters personally
as ve vers oconcerned with affairs of more immediate urgency.
Since then the War Cabinet and Chiefs of Staff have been
"investigating” and we have not so far reached united con-
clusions. Neanvhile the Japanese Fleet has arrived at Singa-
pers which constitutes in my mind a nev major fact.

2. After the surrender of the Italisn Fleet in
September 1943 I was very keen on sending & detachment of

GRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Br{tigh w
v;.. Btate Dapt, tel., 3-28-73
« . Parks Date 1imi U Lijg M

|
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our fleest as quickly as possible to the Pagifie, but when
I opened this to Admiral King he explained to me how very
strong the United States Navy vas already in those wvaters
compared to the Japansse, and I formed the impression that
he 414 not nesad us very much. I have Alsc sesn saveral
telegrams from ocur Naval represantatives in Washington which
tend to confirm the above impression. Ono the other hand, I
am told that Admiral Eing has informed the Firat Sea Lord
that he would like to have our detachment, provided 1t did
not arrive until August or September, when 1ts loglstic re-
quirements could more easily be met. I am, in the upshot,
left in doubt about whether we are really needed thias year.

3. Accordingly I should be very grateful 1f you
could let me know vwhether there is any specific American
operation in the Paclific

{A) Before the end of 1944 or

{(B) Before the summer of 1945

vhich would be hindered or prevented by the abasence
of a British Fleet Detachment. _

4. On the other hand the movement of the lennlli.
Pleet to Singapore, whiech coincided inter alia with their
knowledge of the movement of our battleship squadron into the
Indian Ocean, seems to shov their sensitiveness about the
Andamans, Nigobars and Sumatra. It would surely be an
advantage to you if, by keeping up the threat in the Bay of

:GMDIE UNCLASSIFIED by British e
¥i., Btate Dapt, tel., 3-20-73 M:
By R. H. Parks Datelar 6 192

& U
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Bengal, we could detain the Japanese Fleet or 4 large portion
of it at Singapore and thus secure you & clesr field in the
Faoific to enable rou.r by-passing process and advance to
develop at full speed.

5. General Wedemeyer is able to unfold all Dickie's
plans in the Indian Theatre and the Bay of Bengal. They
gertalnly seem to fit in with the kind of requests which
Chiang Eal-8hek was making vhich you favoured but which we
vere unable to make good before the monscon on acgount of
the Mediterranean and OVERLORD cperations. I am personally

1 still of opinion that amphiblous action across the Bay of

Bengal villl enmable all our forcee and eatablishmenta in

India to pley their highest part in the next 18 months in

the wvar against Japan. We are examining nov the loglstice

in detail end prima facie it coems thet we could attack with
tve or three times the strength the islands across the Bay
of Bengal and thersafter the Malay Peninsula than we could
by prolonging our communications about 9000 miles round the
scuth of Australis and operating from the Pacific aslde and
on your southern flank. There 1s alsc the objection of
dividing our fleet and our effort between the Pacifio and

Indian Ogeans and throwing out of gear so many of our existing

sstablishmenta from Caloutta to Ceylon and way back in the

Suesx Canal zone.

= 6. Bafore Howvever reaching any final conclusions in

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., State Dept. tal., D-20-T8

By R. H. Parks DatemAY 6 1972
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my mind about this matter, I should 1like %o kmow vhat
ansver you would give to the gquestion I posed in paragraph
three, namely, would your Paciflc operations be hindered if,
for the present at any rate and vhile the Japanese Fleet

is at Singapors, we kept our centre of gravity in the Indian

Ocean and the Bay of Bengal and plaoned amphibious operations
there as resources oome to hand.

No Sig

REGRADED OUNCOLASSIFIED by Erd 1*:,&
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3- ad=-T8

P ré% 2 By R. K. Parks  Date MAY 6 1972
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4 C
FROM The Prime Minister 7qg The President
SERIAL 617 DATE 10 Marech 19.L4
ﬁtg{g?mmsn 1017062
. 10420502 yia Amy Code Room

SUBJECT Qperations in Pacific and Indien Ocean.

I

ACTION

To President via Miss Tully.

Upnft reply praepared by Admirel Leshy; approved by

the President wlth alterations;

COFIES TO:

DATE BY DIRECTION OF:

ACTION COMPLETED:

—T=

|

— =
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13 March 1984

From: London
Fort The President of the United States
Number 618 PFiled 132118z

Prime Minister to President. Personal and guuiilly
Number 618, Your number 494,

1., I should be most grateful if you would read
Eden's mumber 1783 to Halifax, vhich shows the kind of
polioy ve should 1like to embark upon., I am entirely at
one with you in the big cbjeotive of self-determination,
All T plead for is "timing". I do not believe the ambi-
tious wind-bags, nov agitating behind our front that they
may themselves become the government of Italy, have any
representative footing., I fear that if we drive out the
Eing and Badoglio at this stage, ve shall only have com-
plicated the task of the armles.

2, I see that this is also the Boviet view. They
are certainly realistic but of ocourse their aim may be a
Communist Italy, and it may sult them to use the King and
Badoglio till everything is ready for an extreme solution,
I can assure you that this danger is also in my mind. Ny

REGRADED OEOLASEITIED bY British
Govt., State Dapt. tal., 3-20-T8

’ ‘ By R. H. Parks  Dateuny § 1372
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From: London
For: The President of the United States Page 2
Number 618 Filed 132118z
idea remains that we should try to construct a broadly-
based government, taking into account the opinion of the
demoeratio North of Italy and seeking representatives
from there. Of course, if we cannot get Rome for several
months, we shall have to act earlier, but without the
favourable conditions whiech will be cpen to us cnoe we
are in possession of the capital. We shall then have
much better chances of finding a really representative
footing.

No 3ig

L

Ly N RfaeEs B .
T Ruortet vin Ui, (Srro,
(lffi?
b Mot ot ofy A he 494
/ﬂ,uﬁmmf
Mfl.ﬂ-ul)

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., State Dept. tel., 5-29-72

U 7 5. 5. Fevs - Sapy g jop)
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Li Mareh 1944

WEMORANIUM FOR:
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

Enclossd herewlth is a paraphrased
popy of a message dated 13 Maroch 1944 from the
Prime Minister to the Preaident. The Preaident
has directed that this message be delivered to
the Seoretary of State. On A March the Sscretary
of Stute was furnished with a paraphrased copy
of the President's message Number L34, referred
to by the Prime Windster.

It is reguested that a copy of any
made or action taken by the Department of
State to this message be forwarded to the White
House Map Hoom for the information of the Pres=
ident.

L. MATHENSON,
Colonel, Gepneral Staff,

Enoy PM to Pres, f6l8



13 March 1944 ©

Nusber 618 to the President from the Frize Mindster dated 13
Mareh 1944.

Eden's mamber 1787 to Halifsx shows the kind of policy we should
like to smbark upon. 1 should be most grateful 1f you would resd it.

I am in complete agresaent with you in the blg objective of self
determination., "Timing® is all I plead for. The ambitious wind=oage,
now sgitating behind our front that they may thomselves become the
goverrment of Italy, I do not belisve have any representative footing.
¥We ahall only bave complicated the task of the ammies, I fear, if we
drive out the ¥ing and Badoglio at thlo stuge.

This s also the Soviet view, I ses. They are certuinly realistic
but of course thelr aim may be & Comsgnist Italy, anc it =ay sult them
to use the King and Badoglioc till everything ls ready for an extrems
solution. That this danger i1s also Ip my aind I can sssure you, My
idea remains that, tuking into account the oplrdon of the demceratls
BSorth of Italy and seeking representatives froo thers, we should try to
construet & broadiy-based government. If we cannot get Rome for several
months of couras, we shall have to act earlier, but without the favourable
gonditions which will be open to us onee we are in possession of the
capital, Chances of finding a redlly representative footing will then
be such better.

- i

L
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FROM The Prime Minister T The President
SERTAL 618 paTe 13 March 1944
WEEDE 1321182

o s 13/22552 via_Army Code Room

SUBJECT Italian political situation.

ACTION Answers POTUS BLA9L,

To President by Admiral Brown

By directlon of the President raph d
sent to Secretary of State, 1 lar’.ﬂ,r.l 3 S::'gtaggpgl-
ready has copy of POTUS #.9..

-/4?’"*“"“‘-‘; "J}' Perod = can

-

COPIES T DATE: BY DIRECTION OF:
ACTION COMPLETED: FILED:




s

Fromi London
To1 The President of the United States

Not 619, Filed 14/11482

Prime Minister to Fresident Roosevelt. Personal,

Your 498 has orossed my 618, Meanvhile the
Russians have announced that they have sent a fully-
acoredited ambassador to the present Italian Government
vith vhom ve are still teochniocally at war. I do not think
it would be wise, without further consideration, to accept
the programme of the so-called six parties and demand
forthwvith the abdication of the King and the installation
of Signor Croce as Lieutenant of the Realm, I will however
oonsult the War Gl.hinlit upon vhat you justly call & "major
politieal decision". Our war with Italy has lasted since
June 1940 and we have suffered 232,000 casualties in men,
as well as the losses in ships wvhich I mentioned in my
nmumber 608, I feel sure that in this matter ouwr view will
receive consideration from you. We ought to make every
effort to set together, Pray remember that on the strength
of your number 364 I committed myself in public and that any
divergence will ;ll'tliﬂlj become known.

No 8ig

itinh
REGRADED UHCLASSIFIED by Brl
gtate Dept. tel., 3-20=T3

Ka{ . /Y3002 %';‘,';:'E. varks  Date MAY 6 1972
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File U
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i 1i March 1944

MEMORANDUM FOH1
THE SECHETARY OF STATE

In accordance with the telephone
converaation this morning with Mr. Renchard,
there La enclosed herewith a paraphrased copy
of the Prime Uinlster's nessage Number 619 to
the President dated 14 March 1944 8
being forwarded to you upon the instructions
of the President.

It is reguosted that a copy of any
reply made or action taken by ths Departaent
of State to this messsge be forwarded to the
White Houss Map Room for the information of
the President.

Very respsctfully,

Robert H, Myers
Lieut. (4g) U
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Frod The Prime Minister 0 The President

seriaL 619 patE 14 Mar 44 s
TATR/TINE

OR FILE N'MEER 14/11482

108 1.4/1300% VA Amy Code Room

sumfECT

Italian political situstion

ACTION
Answers PUTUS #498,

To Presldent vie usher, By dirsction of the Pres-
me‘t::. copy sent to the Secretary of State by memorandum
14 Mar Li.

Fsernssl e POTOS = St
- - f

COPIES TO: DATEY BY DIRECTION OFi

— —_—

ACTION COMPLRTED: | FILFD: e
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18 Mar |,
1638 2 g

From: MA London
Toi The Frealdent of the United Statas

No. 620 Piled: 1bh1622 Z

Frime Minister to Fresident Roossvelt. FPersonal.

I fesl you will be interssted to hear about the
operation just complested to fly two of Wingates Long Range
Penetration Brigades into enemy territory in North Burma.
Landing strips in two areas were selected, one 60 miles
north of Eatha and one 20 miles south of 1t, from which
the Brigades could advance vestwards primarily to interrupt
the Japansse lines of communiocatiom and so assist the
American/Chinese operations taking place further morth. The
ptrips were 100 miles inside enemy territory and 260 miles
from the transport base.

First landings were made by gliders vhose occoupants
then prepared the strips to receive transport aireraft. Be-
tween March 6th and March 1lth, 7500 men with all their gear
and vith wules vers successfully landed. The only losses
wvere a number of gliders, and some of thess should be repair-

able. The Brigades bave nov started their sdvance but s
' ::(::Am UNCLABETFIED by Irithh
«v Btate Dept, tel., 3-20_73
By R. H. Parks Date “ I
MAY ¢ 1972 : l'
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small holding party has been left at one of ths strips to
receive & rflight of Spitfires and a squadrom of Hurricane
fighter/bombers wvhich were to fly in to protect the base
and provide air suppert.

Only serious mishap cocurred on the firat night.
One of the strips in the northern area was found to have
bean chatructed by the Japansse, and surface of remaining
strip vas wuch vorse than expected, causing orashes whigh
blocksd the strip and preventsd further landings that night.
A few of the gliders had to be turned back in the air and
failed to reach our territory. Another strip was imsediately
prepared in this area and vas ready for landings two days
later. The total of killed, wounded and missing is at most
145.

The operation appears to have been a complate surpriss
for Japanese. There has been no snemy air action against
the strips in the northerm area, and the ones in ths south wvas
only bombed om 10th March after our men had left it. As it
happened, the ensmy wers concentrating airoraft at airfields
in the Mandalay area as part of their own plans. In con-
saguence, ths strong alr foroes ve had collscted to proteat
the landings had a very good bag, and in 2 days destroyed 61
enemy airgraft for the loss of only 3 of our own.

We are all very pleased that Wingates venture has
started so well, and the success of this flying-in operation

augurs well for the future. Your men have played pn important

REGRADED UMCLASSIFIED by British

Govt., State Dopt. tel., 3-29.7g

By B. H. Parks DateMay 5 1972
e
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part both im the transport squadrons and in the supporting

alr operations.

ﬂ( Wl I

ks 2

K

o -

oy ade

*

ol

St
g

" - 7 ¢

No Sig

—

RESEADED UMCLASSIFTED by British
Govt., Gtate Dept. tol., 3-39-72
By B. H. Parks Date 4. & H?Z
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FROM The Prime Minister . The Pﬂli'd.lnlt

st 020 parp e Mar M

TWTR/TIMNE

OR FILE WTMEER 1L162232

Z0R MAP ROOM VIA_

SUBJECT Flying of two of Wing sz Long Pentration Brigudes
into enemy territory in North Bumma.

ACTION

President saw with evening news, 14 Mar 44. Draft reply
written by Admiral Leahy, but was not used by the President.
President wrote dispateh,

Mar 1944,

COPTES TOs NATE: BY DIRECTION OF:

ACTION COMPLETED: FILED: T
300 C.B.1.
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From: MA London
To: The President of the United Btates

Ro. 621 Filed: 151507 Z

Prime Minister to President Roosevelt, Fersonal,

1. I consulted the War Cabinet this morning on the
proposal that the British and American Governments should
aceept the six party programme without further delay. The
War Cabinet asked me to assure you that they agree fully
with your wish to establish a more broadly based government
in Italy and that the future form of government of the
Italian pecple can only be settled by self determination,
They also agree vith you that the point to consider is the
timing, On this they have no doubt that it would be far
better to wait till we are masters of Rome before parting
company with the King and Badoglio, because from Rome a more
representative and solidly based administration can be eon-
structed than is possible mow, They feel that nothing could
be vorse for our joint interests and for the future of Italy,
than to set up a weak democratic government which flopped,
Even a settlement reached at Rome could not be final becauss

it would be necessary to review it wvhen the northern provinces

_MMDID UNCLABSIFIED by British
_I".E;“” Gtate Dept. tel., 3-29-73
S R« . Farks

Y 6 1972

01E3




and great industrial centres favourable to ue' and sesential
to a democratic solution, like Milan and Turin have been
liberated, They do not consider that the six partiss are
representative in any true sense of the Italian democracy
or Italian nation or that they could at the present time
replace the existing Italian government which has loyally
and sffectively wvorked in our interests,

2, In reaching these conclusione the War Cabinet
have of course had before them the telegrams sent by the
Allied Commander in Chief whose views on this subject they
do not share, Meanvhile we should be gquite ready to discuss
the suggestions put to the State Department in Paragraph 3
of the Foreign Secretary's number 1783. It is also of
course recognisesd that should the capture of Rome be unduly
protracted, say for 2 or 3 months, the question of timing
vould have to be reviewed.

3. PFMnally they ask me to emphasize the great
importance of not exposing to the world any divergencies of
vilev vhich may exist between our two governments, especially
in face of the independent action taken by Ruseia in entering
into direct relations with the Badoglio government without
consultation with other Allies, It would be a great pity
if our respective viewpoints had to be argued out in Parlia-
ment and the press vhen vaiting a fev months may make it
possible for all three governments to take united action,

05 1560532, i3 ¢
Jio fes vea Plese é‘“_@ ﬁ;—’-‘muﬂmm UNCLASSIFIED by British

Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-29-73

ssI8SOY. SrS TR E Parke Iy g7
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 16, 1944.

MEMORANDUM FOR
ADMIRAL LEARY

Will you talk with Cordsll

about this and prepare a reply?

¥« Dv Re

Prime Minister's No. 621 to
the President, dated March 15, 194%,
re future form of government for
Italy.

WMLT oun S0,

F@f@

.-.’ o

e
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16 Harch 1944

pakdalANIL FOR

This LECRLTAHL OF &TATE

The President hes directed that
the State Depurtment be furnished with the
atteohed copy of message No. 621 from the
Prime Minlster to the Presldent, dated 15
Maroh 1944.

It 1s roguested thet & copy of
any reply mede or action taken by the Depart-
ment of State to this message be forwarded
to the White House iMap Room for the infor-
mation of the Prosidaent.

FRANALIN He GRAhAMN,
1st Licutonunt, AGD.
1 Inol.
Hag, PM-PUIUs, go21,
15 Mareh 1944.




FROM: Tob PRIME MIGISTLR
T0 : TH: PREGID&NT ",
M0 @ 621, 15 wARCH 1914

The proposal thut the Amesriocan and Eritleh Governments
should secept without further delay the Six Party progrumme
wes taken up by me this morning with the War Cabinet. The
Caoinet msked me to glve you my assuranoa that they are in
full sgreement thet the future Itallen government can oply
be settled by self-detorminatlion and also ugroe wlth your
wish to estublish & more broadly besed government in Italy.
Tuey also agres with you that timing 1a the point to oconm-
slder, but on this they nave no doubt that before parting
oompany with Badoglio and the Kipng it would be far better to
wait until we have teken Rome. Froum Rome & more represantative
and solidly bused administration can be set up than is possible
to construct now. The Cabinet feels thut nothing could be :
worse for ﬁur Joint interests and for the future of Italy thuﬁ}&\
to set up = weak democratic govermment which flopped. Bscause “3
it would be necessary to review it when the provinces in the
north and great industrial centeras favorable to us and easpen=
tial to & dewoorsatio solution, like Milan nnd Turln, have been
liverated, even & pottlement reached at Rome oould not be final,
The Cablnet does not think that the sir partiocs could now re-
place the existing Itlliau govermment, which has worked in our

0187



interests loyally and effectively, nor that they are in any
true sunes represontetive of the Itallan demooraoy or Italianm
nation.

The telegrans Bsnt by the Allled Commander in Chie! wore
before the War Cabinet while reaching these conelusions, but
they do not share his wviewa, LULecnwhile we ere quits ready
to disouss the suggestions put to the State Depurtmaent in
paregraph 3 of the Forelgn Seorstery's number 1783. Also Lt
is of ocourse recognized that the question of tizing would
have to bes reviewed 1f the oapture of Rome should be unduly
delayed, sny for two or thres ronthe.

They zsk me, finally, to empheslze the great izportances
of not exposing any differenoss of oplnion Letwean our two
govarnomoents to the world, espoolally now thet Russis has taken
ind=pondent action without comsultation with other Allies in
antaring into direct relations with the Badogllo govarnment,
When wulting & few monthe might meke it posslible for sll three
governments to take unlted agtion, it would be a great pity
if our rospeotive viowpolnts hod to be argued sut in Parliament
und the Press.
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FROM The Prime Minister ¢ The Presidsnt
sEpTAL 921 patz 15 Mar 1944
I e 51507

~0R MAP HOOM 1516452 via Army Code Room

SURECT  Temlian politicnl situation

— —_— e ——

ACTION

Eurther vo Pl p618 & 619,
]Eg direction of the President, copy to State
Hupt.

Mar LL. Dreft reply prepered by State Dept;
approved by the President 17 Ear LL; m
ag £502, 17 Mar Li.

COPIES TO: DATE: BY DIRECTION OFa

e e ——.
ACTION COMPLRTED: FILED:
374 Sral, ) Gl
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6 1972

., 3-29-78

Date .mf

“*¥h by British
wauf i

By R. H. FParis

REGRADED UNCT ASET
Govt., Bton.e Lop

—

iy
17 Mareh 1944

From: London
Fori The Fresident of the United Btates
Number 622 Filed 1701002
Prime Minister to President, NSEEEENNR and
personal, Number 622,
We have had a most immediate telegram from
Mountbatten operative part of which I am sending you im
my immediately following.
2. Upshot is that Japanese are staging an offen-
sive with the apparent objeot of capturing ;lphll plain,
Mountbatten thinks he has a good chanee of inflieting a
m defeat on the enemy greater than that achieved in
recent Arakan opsrations.
3. Everything depends on flying up from Arakan
the operational portion of 5 Division, ordering the troop
to stand fast in places vhere they cannot be supplied by
{j} ordinary means and supplying them by Ving any opportunity
offered to use Wingate's tvo remaining brigades to hirass
the enemy in the rear. These brigades also vould have to
be supplied by air.
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From: London
Fora The FPresident of the United States Page 2
Number 622 Filed 1701002

4. To do this, Mountbatten neseds 30 CAT's or the
squivalent in load ocarrying capacity of Cl6's to be di-
verted from the Hump for about & month starting 18 Mareh,
He is going ahead unless contrary instructions are issued.
The stakes are pretty high in this battle and vietory would
have far reaching consequUences.

5. PBEritish Chiefs of Staff have telegraphsd their
sntire agresment with Nountbatten's proposals to Washington.
¥e trust that U8 Chiefs of Btaff will agres.

No 8ig
REGRAD
Govt,, g mmsl"m by B
BIH. "H ta Npt. I“ ft!!lﬁ
Farky Date” 3-25_7

Aesl /70VOYR #v“j
e 7 i, et I 7evofk
Mo h‘lyf



£~

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

18 March 1944

GRS

MEMORANDUM FOR

ADMIRAL LEAHY

VWhan I showed the attached message (CUM-OUT-6853,
dated 16 March 194L) to the President last evening, he asked
if its contents had been made known to the Prims Minister.

I interpreted his remark to mean thet the action recommended
in this message should be used as & basls for reply to the

Prime Minister's No's. 622 and 623,

¥
el, General Staff.

3 Attachments
CM-OUT-6853, 16 Mar 4.
PU-POTUS #5622, 17 Mar Lb.
PM=POTUS #623, 17 Mar Lb.

DECLASSIFIED
p Archiviet of the D.5.

By ¥. 7. stewart Date MAY 6 1872

i i e e e

- e e———
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WAR DEPARTMENT

OUTGOING MESSAGE

o

— AC/AS Plans AFALF
Upsrational Flans Divislon
Colonel Loutzenhelser
Marech 16, 1944

-

o

COMMATDLING GENERAL

ARMY AIR FORCES )

INDIA BURMA SECTUH :

NEW DELHI, LINDIA NUMBER: 5043

COMMANDING GENERAL

Us AKMY FOHCES

CHINA, BURMA & INDIA

FORWARD ECHELON

CHUNGKING, GHIRA NUMBER: U755

From Arnold to Stilwell action Stratemeyer signed
Marahell, reference SEACOS 112 and 113.

IS Joint Chiefs of Staff are recommending action sub-
stantially as follows:

l. That Admiral Mountbattan should be authorized
immediately to divert 30 C 47 or equivalent C 46 aircrafsc
(at diserstion of General Stratemesyer) with crews from the
Air Transport Command and directed to return them at the
enrliest possible time.

2., The British Chiefs of Staff should be urged to
provide immediately the additional transport aircraft re-
quired by the SEAC to support operations during the remain-
der of this dry season and

3. In view of the provlisions of paragraph 2, the
US Chiefs of Staff should not agree to grant Admiral Mount-
batten authority to divert aircraeft from the ATC without
DECLABEIFIED

GM-0UT-6853 (16 Mar 44) By Authority of LEQ0ER
SECARMY BY TAGc FER 7Zo¥ee
nymrlutu&EE 281972 28

COPY No.

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN
]
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WAR DEPARTMENT

OUTGOING MESSAGE

BOOK MESSAGE (MARCH 16, 1944) PAGE - 2 -

paference to the U3 Chiefs of Staff, since the transport
aircraft supplied from British sources should meet his
normal regquirements and you are authoriged to take
appropriate action on theee lnstructions and communicate
substance of this message to Admiral Mountbattan and
advise Sultan.

New subject. Reference our message 5021 March 13, the
first sguadron of ATC aircraft for attachment to the

20th Ecmber Command will be expedited as much as posslble
in an effort to asslst in making good MATTERHORN target
dates.

No sig

ORIGINATCOR: General Armold

INFORMA'TION: OFD
General Bissell

JCS
Adm Eing
Col. Mathewson V/f/
Log
CM-00T-6853 (16 Mar 44) 2258% mem
PROLARGIFIED
By Authority of FLOEL

=K 72044

SEC ARMY BY TAG (EE
2y RAMR s vo:oppR 281972
[ COPY No, 28

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN
BB—ERsi-1

0194



e —
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOM

April 3, 1844,
MEMORARDUM FOR
ADMTRAL LEAHY:
FOR THE NECESSARY ACTION.
F.D.RH.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN
April 3, 1044,

MEMCORARDUM FOR
ADHIRAL LEAHY:

TOR THE WEOESS8ARY ACTION,

Pink No. 822 from the PM to ths President
March 17th.

A fﬁ% i T a3
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The Prime Minister

FROM 70 The President
SERTL LG22 lBﬂTE 17 March 1944
NATR/TIMNE

OR FILE WHEER 170100Z

TOR MAP ROOM 76k

lvT' Atmy Code Room

SURJECT Jap offensive at Imphal; reassigmment of 30 C,L7's.

ACTION

(Thizs messege ls continued in P £23.)

Referred to Admiral Leshy by memo from Col.
Mathewson to Admiral Leshy, 18 Mar 44, which polnted
out that the President wished War Dept messcge Ch-
0UT-6853 (Copy attached] to be used as basis for reply.

Message drefted by Admirsl Leahy in the lMap Room

"18 Mar; spproved by President on 19 Mar; gent to the
B POTUS #50 A (POTUS #503 answers both

P {622 and #623.

COPIES TO: DATEr

BY DIRECTION OF:

ACTION COMPLETED:
MR 300 Burme, India, China

FILED:

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library i

|
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17 March 1944 %

From; Lomdon
Fori The President of the United Btates
Rumber 623 Flleda 1701227

Prime Minister to President. NEER.n:
personal, Number 623.

Folloving is extract referred to in Fara 1 of my
immediately preceding telegram. Begins,

"Transport :1rur;rt.

"l. Japaness offensive intentions om the IV Corps
front have besn previously reported in my BEACOS 93 and 96,
Enemy has concentrated three divisions vith presumed ine
tention capturing Imphal Flain. Pirst phase of offensive
has slready begun vith enoireling movement to sast and
vest of 17 Division thrsatening to out Tiddim Road and
thers are nov indications that main offensive may start
about 20 March, OCapturs of Imphal Flain would give snemy
abundant food and two all weather landing grounds and would:

"A. Comstitute direet threat to traffiec on
air ferry route and Assam L of C and
"B. Jeopardise whole air position im northern

Burma ,

REGEADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
- ., Btate Dept. tel., 3-89-73
By R. K. Farks Date

WAY & 572




From London
Fory The Pre

Btates Page 2
Humber 623

Filed 1701228

"g, The Japansse plan appears to ba similar to
his plan for Arakan in that he is exploiting ability of
Japaneses troops to advange carrying ovn supplies for
peveral days and gambling om defeating our forces and
reaching food supplies in Imphal Flain quickly. There
is thus an opportunity vhich I velooms of inflieting om
him a defeat similar to that he has sustained in the
Arakan but on & much larger seals, Enamy doss not yet
appear to have apprecisted the size of Wingate foroes
behind him vhieh should prove additional faotor in achie-
ving his defeat,

"3, Qur success in Arvakan was due to our ability
to order troops to stand fast because we oould supply them
by air even when encireled, Lethbridge mission emphasised
supply by air as essential factor im MacArthur's successes
against Japansss and sucoesses of Btilvell's advance from
the Lado area support this viev, It is relsvant toc note
that during February Ledo combat troops had over 10,000,000
pounds dropped vhile total for Arakan and Ealadan together
vas some 6,500,000 pounds.

", Bert ansver to pressnt Japansss move to Tiddim
area vould be ¥o order 17 Division to stand fast and to
REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Britieh

Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-28-7:
By R, H, Parks  Dato
MAY 5 672

r1o9



Froms London
Forg The President of the United States Fage 3
Fumber 623 Filed 1701222
supply them by air. I camnot, hovever, afford to do this
as I have insufficient reserves within striking distance
of Tiddim to enable me to make the necessary counter at-
tacks, nor have I sufficlent transport alreraft beth to
gupply troops holding Tiddim area and fly reserves up.
17 Division have therofore been orderad to withdrav north-
wards about half way towerds Imphel. Much as I dislike
this, I do not consider it essentisl to protection of
ferry route to hold so far forward as Tiddim and do not
therefore consider that I should be justified in asking
for diversion of aireraft from the ferry route for thie
purpose alone,

"5, I do, however, regard it as vital to the ferry
route end to the Assam L of C by which it is nourished,
and indeed to our whole position in Assam to hold the Imphal
Flain, Immediate requirsment is to fly up from Arskan ASP
reinforcements essential operational portion of 5 Division.
This fly in should be started 18 March. It may aleo be
necessary to order troops to stand fast in places vhere
they cannot be supplied by ordinary means and to supply
them by US air. At the same time, an opportunity may offer
of using Wingate's tvo remaining brigades of his second
vave behind Japanes® formations, !.h." $oo must of course

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Britin:

Govt., State Dapt. tel., 3-29-72
Ey R. H. Parks Date

MAY 6 w72
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From: London
For: The President of the United States Page &
Number 623 Filed 1701222

bte supplied by air,

"6, The dangers of Japansse successes and the
magnitude of the defeat which we may infliet upon them
are both greater than in the case of Arskan. Troop car=
rier command are alread; committed to suppert of Ealadan
Division three LRP brigades and Ledo foroe and cannot
carry out the requirements indicated in my Para 5 without
the addition of up to 30 CA7's or the equivalent in loed
carrying capacity of Ci6's vith combet and maintensnce
erevs from 18 March for about a month. All the aiporaft
borroved from ATC for Araksn emergency vere returned with
least possible delay but since the emergency is even gresater
than in the csee of the Arakan and sings it is elear that
Imphsl attack and Arakan are both part of one Japansse plan
I think it is justifisble to regard the perliod of emergency
as continuing, I should be glad to recelve your confirma-
tion that my interpretation is correct. Unless I receive
instructions to the contrary from you, aireraft will have
moved by March 18, -

"\‘

No Big
Racol (1edod 2 ok / REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
ho Prrs ria welier F?G'"’“FEMD/ Govt, wo..te Dupl. tel., 8-28-7
By R. H. Parks o
i , B7 W 6 o




THE WHITE HOUSE |
WASHINGTON

April 3, 1944,

MEMORANDIM FOR
ADMIRAL LEAHY:

FOR THE NECOEBBARY ACTION,

« P.D.R,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 3, 1944,

ADMIRAL LEAHY:

r'n l‘l

Pink No. 623 from the FM to the Presldent

osewsnid by Pesa’s 4503,
/7 :i?kunm;:j?L 4. .
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FROM The Prime Winister T¢ The President :

SERTAL 623 pATE 17 March 1944

I i
1

TOR MAP ROOM 170L0L7 i VIA _Army Code Room——— |

SUBJECT

Jap offensive at Imphel; reassigmmat of 30 CL7's. i

ACTION

This message is continuation of PM # 622, which
see for complite acticn.

Answered by POTUS #5013, 19 Mar 4.

COPIES TO: DATE: BY DIRECTION OF:
ACTION COMPLETED: FILEDM:
MR 300 Burma, India, China s |
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REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., State Dept. tel., 8-20- ?2
By R, H. FParks pate MAY 6 1972

Fromi MA London
Tot The President of the United Btates

No. 624 Filed: 181715 2

Prime Minister to President Roosevelt most secret
and personal,

l, Winant gave me your llt“ri‘t-hil morning, As
you are so keen for the company of Inonu, I vonder vhether
you would cares to spend Easter with me at Bermuda, I can
arrive there on the 5th and we oould separate on the 1lth
or earlier if you are pressed, I would not suggest bring-
ing the great staffs but only the principals on the scale
vith vhich ve went to Teheran, It is not so much that
there are nev departures in policy to be taken but there
is & need after more than 50 days of separation for cheeking
up and shaking together,

2, I am hardening for OVERLORD as the time gets
nearer, Perhaps Marshall will show you a telegram I sent
him,

No 8ig
rl;l?.--/} 1E¥tio2 e
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FROM  The Prime Minister 0 The President

SERTAL #1624 patE 18 Mar 4L
NATE/TINE ;
o s 1817154
Bk |
I0R AP Roow  18/20102 | via  amy Code Hoom

y
suBJEcT Confersncs at Permuda.

ACTION
To the President via Admiral Brown.

braft reply prepared oy Admiral Leahy; epproved
by tha President with changes; gank to the FM as

PUTUS §506, 20 Mar L)
COPIES TO: BATE: BY DIRBCTION OF:
ACTION COMPLETED: FILFM

BERAUDA,
ﬂ‘f,..z}? sar .."'jl‘J-L .
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wWDCC
Mar 18
1741 Z

From: MA London
To: The President of the United States
No, 625 Filed: 181714 Z

Prime Minister to Fresident Roosevelt personal.
Following is latest from UJ about Poland, No leak-
age has ocourred for which we are responsible, We did not
tell the Poles anything., On the other hand the "Observer"
newvspaper was unduly well informed about Stalin's attitude.
This wa think could only have come from the Russisn Embassy,
The matter is of relative unimportance, What matters is
that our talks with him on this subject are at &an end, He
has definitely avoided seeing Ambassador Clark Eerr. FPre-
sently I shall have to make some statement in Farliament
which I do not expect he will like very much, Meanwhile I
do not propose to send any anaver, Telegram from UJ begins
I received from 3ir A Clark Kerr on March 12th your
measage of March Tth on the Polish question.
Thank you for the explanations which you made in
this message,
In splite of the fact that our correspondence is
mnﬁﬁﬂ“uﬂiﬂ by British
aya ':..D'Pt- :‘1‘;. 8-29-73

File Sopy MAY & 87
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considered secret and personal the contents of my letter
to you have for some time begun to appear in the English
press, and, moreover, vith many distortions which I have
no possibility of refuting.

I consider this to be a breach of secrecy. This
fact makes 1t difficult for me to express my opinion
freely, I hope that you have understood me,

Telegram from UJ ends,

Neo 3ig

.?M»r- fa, st bt T G tne

i v

HEGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-20-72

By R. H. Farks 6 1977
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29 March 1944

MEORANDUW PORS
The Seorstary of State

The President has directed Lhat the
Department of State be furnished with the
attached coples of messages Busbers 623 and 630
from the Primse Minister to the President for
ite information,

It is requested that s copy of amy
reply nade or action taken by the Department of
§eats to thess messages be forwarded to the
Wnite House Map Hoom for the information of the
Preasident.

Vary raspectfully,

Chester C. Wood,
Captain, D8N,
Aspistant Haval Adde to the President,

Enct Mag. Prime Minister /
to President, #525.
Meg. Prime Mimister
to President, #630.

DROLASSTITED
py Deyaty Avchivist of JiG L

py 1. J. Btewsrt oot —

\ 0209
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March 18, 1944

From: The Prime Minister
To 1 The President
Be. t 625

The latest from Stalin concerning Poland is as followsi

QUOTE. On March 12 I received your message of March 7 on the
Polish situation from Ambassador Kerr., Thank you very such for the
explanations which you made in this message. The contents of my letter
to you have been appearing in the English press for some time desplte
the fact that our correspondence is considered personal and seoret.
Moreover there are many distortions which I have no possibility of re-
futing. This in sy opinion is a breach of secrecy and makes it hard
for me to sxpress freely :gr opimlon., I trust that you have understood
me, UNQUOTE.

We have told the Poles nothing. MNo leakage has ccocurred for
which we are respcnsible. The "Ubserver" however, was too well in-
formed on Stalin's attitude., We think that thia information could

have coms only from the Russian Embassy., However it is of relative

unisportance, The chief matter is that our discussions with hmon
this subject are now goncluded. Stalin has definitely avolded seeling %0
our Ambassador, Clark Kerr. In the near future I shall be required to :
make some sort of m statement in Parliament which I do mot think Btalin N
will like very much, In the meantime, I do not propose to send a reply. i

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Britiash
Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-29-72 )

Bf R. H. Parks mm-r 6 H?z

pa—

0210



——

FROM The Prime Minister T The President
SERTAL 625 pATE 18 Mar 1944
TATR/TIME 1817142

OR FILE WTHRER

TOR MAP ROCM 1820102 via__Ammy Code Room

SURJECT Bussian-Polish relations.

ACTION
To President by Admiral Brown.

fPrealdent does mot care to answer this"™ -- Colonel
Mathewson, 20 Mar 1944.

COPIES TO: TATE: BY DIRECTION OF:

ACTION COMPLRTED: FILED:
uR 052 Poligh-Russian (1)

0211
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From: TU.8. Nilitary Attache London, England
To1 The President of the United States

Nr, 626 Filed 19/11302
Prime Minister to President. Personal and gy

BEACOS 117 *from Dickie repeated to Joint Staff Mission
will show you &1l the possibilities that are open in this
theatre and the enormous pover of air transportation applied
to actual fighting.

Ho Big Y
Qo 19[1245
ERVUT e
o/ 70z 04 dhekg .
::Eitu:: UNCLASSIFIED by gy
i .' 1;::11)-1:1: tel., 5.2p. 73
© DAt MAY 6 gp

*For SLACOS 117 and 118, sea POTUc #505.°

File Cu:

J
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FROM The Prime Minister T0 The President

SERTAL 626 BATE 19 Mar L&

$ rrliuﬁum 19/1130%

TORMAP ROOM 19712482 | VIA impy Code Boom————

SUBJECT Re Mountbatten's 5&4au0S5 117, and possibilities
of opurations in Yur East,

ACTION
To President vie Admiral Leshy.

Admiml Leshy dictated reply in Mup Eunuﬁu?ﬁdi&nr Lz
Benf 10 the PM s PUTUsS 5505,

nspm\raﬂ by the President;

COPIES TO: DATE: BY DIRECTION OF:
RCTION COVPLATED: FILRD: e i N
@R 300 Purma, India, China
ol il - = T e ——
0213
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H. Parks

Prom: MA London England DRteMAY 6 1972
Tot The President of the United Btates
No. 627 Filed: 191700 Z

Prims Minister to Presldent Roosevelt, Personal.

I have consulted Eden on your proposed message
to President Inonu. He says; Begins:

¥We are already studying how best to induce Turks
to limit the supply of chrome to Germany. Question ia
very complicated one owing to existing Turco-German agree-
ments and I doubt wvhather personal appeal to Turkish
Fresident would help &t pressnt stage. As you knowv Turks
are at present in a very selfish and cbatinate mood and
an appeal to their better feelings might have the opposite
effect to wbat we desire. It is all & question of timing
and I would suggest that the President's message should be
kept in reserve until we have deoided vhat we motually
vant the Turks to do and have found out hov far they are
likely to go. Above all there is danger that they will
regard so friendly a message at this juncture as a sign
of wveakening on our part.

Perhaps 1;".1'!._'._{;;.1:1-_ P point of view,
No Big

Facil 19188502~ e5Lr
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20 Maroh 1944

bLROHANRDUL FOR

THe bMUHETAR( OF oTaTE

The President Las direoted that
ths attached messages De sent to the Depart-

ment of State for preparation of reply.

QUDEN 5. COLLINS,
Lisutenant (jg), UsS.N.R.

3 Ioolse.
PM-FOTUS, #627,

19 roh .
PulPOTUS ggﬁ .
19 Maroh l?#én
WIHANT-POTUS, F191700,
19 Karch 1944.

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archiviet of the U.B.

6 w972

By 7. J. Gtewart Date______

B
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FROM: THE PRIME WINISTER
T : THL PRESIDNT
N : 627, 19 WARGE 1944

As a result of & oconference on jour proposad message
to Inonu, Eden has those ocomments:

"Ye aras even now studylog the bDoast way to induoe Turkey
to limit the supply of chrome %o Germeny. I doubt whether a
personul appsul to Inonu would help at the present stage as
the question 1s a wery compllicated one owlng to exlsting
Turco=Uerman agresmenta, 4An appeal to their boetter feslings
might have the opposite affact to whet wo deslro sinoe as
jou koow the Turks at present are in & wery selfish and
obstinate mood. It ls all o yuestion of timing. Until we
have deglded whet we wunt thoe Turks to do and have ascertained
how far they will go, I would suggest thet the President's
mossage should be held in reserve. At this junoture there 1s
& dunger that they will regard such & friendly messege as
nn indication of weakening on our part."

Pm;slhly you will glve this polnt of view some conslider-

atlon.

REGRADED UNOLASSIFIED by Bri
Govt., State Dept. ttl?? I-i;f;:
By R. H. Parks  Date gpy © 1972

i
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FREM The Prime Minister 0 The Prasident
SERIAL 527 IE-.I.TE 19 ¥ar 1944
NATE/TIME

CR FILE WTHRER 1917005

TOR MAP ROOM 1918502 1 VIA Ammy Code Room
SURJECT

Chrome to Germany.

ACTION

(See PM-POTU= #62L, Para 1; WIhaNT-POTUS, Unno, 19
ar 4L4; WIHAWT-POTUS, Unno, 19 Mar 44 (2nd msg).)

To President via usher. 1

By direction of the Preslident, sent to Stote Uapart-
ment 20 Mar i) for preparation of reply.

On 15 Apr L4, Kep Room called Sec State's offlose
for check on action. Following inform=tion givean: State
Department embassies in Moscow, London, and Ankarm have

Bl - b ki &

been inf.rmmed that the lettar referred to in £627 will be i
indéfinitely withheld. The British Ambassador in Washing- I
ton was informed that 1t would not be sent; end it was
assumad by the State Dept thut he would inform the Priume |
Binlster. The State Dept considers this matter olosed, 1
and hag filed the message, {{OVER) ) 4
COPIES TO: NATE BY DIRECTION OF: i
3.
ACTION FOMPLETED: | FIED: i
sl 603 GhinQmk 1

0217




-'I e e e T e ! et L
B et 29 Apr L4 Admirel iéEﬁ%'sEiEé&IHIn Vhaw of =i
turn of avents, “bolisve ne. reply DOW.NBeaSFETY, OT
-sppropriete.”

— . . See naws releass, 20 Apr 44, quoting Prime
Minister Namen ienemencfogli of Turksy == announeing

.bhat his country would 8top, chrome exports beginning
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Fromi MA London lnglmd
Tor The President of the United States

Ro, 628 Filed; 191830 2

Prime Minister to Fresidsnt Roosevelt. Fersonal.

See 8tate Department's message through Winant
dated March 14,

1. We have folloved Gray's lead in Ireland and
it is early days to start reassuring De Valera. There 1i»
not much sense in a dootor telling a patient that the
medicine he has just prescribed for his nerve troubles
is only colored water. I think 1t would be much better
to keep them gusssing for a while.

2. I do not propose to stop the necessary trade
betwesn Britain and Ireland or to prevent anything going
into Ireland. I do propose to stop ships going from Ireland
to Spain and Portugal and other foreign ports until OVERLORD
is launshed. One must remember that a ship may start out
in one direction and turn off in another. There is no
diffioulty in stopping ships. The above also applies to
cutvard bound airplanes vhich we shall try to stop by every
means in our powver. The objeot of these measures is not

, REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by bryyyep

Govt., Btate Dept. e ¢
R

Wiy g 157
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LG
spite against the Irish but preservation of British and
American soldiers’ lives and against our plans being
betrayed by emissaries sent by sea or air from the German
Minister in Dublin., Since ths beginning of 1943 only 19
Irish ships have left Irish ports, some several times, so
the evil is not very great. We are also ocutting off
telephones and restricting communications to the utmost
and also stopping the Anglo-Irish Air Line from running.
I repsat, all our actions will be taken from motives of
self preservation and none from those of spite.

3, If however the Irish retaliate by doing some-
thing vhich in no way helps them but merely annoys us,
such as stopping the Foynes Airport facilities, I should
feel free to retaliate on theilr oross channsl trade. Thay
wvould have opened a nev chapter and economic measures of
retaliation would be considered. I would tell you about
these before we took them.

§, It seems to me that so far from allaying alarm
in De Valera's ciroles we should let fear work its healthy
proocess, Thereby we shall get behind the scenes a continued
stiffening up of the Irish measures vhioh even now are not
so bad to prevent a leakage.

5. I gather that the S3tate Department will probably
not disagres with the above, for Mr Hull says in the message

ARGMADED UNOLASSIFIED by British
Govt., Btats Dept. tel., 3-28-73
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above quoted: Begins.
I am inclined to believe however that for the
time being at least we should not make any statement to
the press or commit ourselves to the Irish Government
that we have no intention of instituting economic sanctions.
Ends.
And I hope this may also be your view.

No Sig

[l 19 A a8 & 05Cs
TRV WU
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wEMOHRANDUS FOR
THe LECHLTARY OF STATE

The President has direoted that
the attaohed messages be ssnt to the Depart-

mant of State for preparation of reply.

QGDEN &5 COLLING,
Liesutensnt (Jg), UsS.N.He

3 Inales
PU-POTUE, #627,

a&hﬂﬁfhﬁﬂfu/

l?ﬂumhli%.
WINANT-POTUB, $191700,
19 Maroh 1944.

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archivist of tha U.8.
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FROM: Tz PHIME <IRloToit

T0 : THE PaESIDENT
N i 628, 19 wARCH 1944

Aefer to messzage of 1L March from Stute Departusnt
through Winant.

1. Grey's lead in Irelecd he:z boen followed by us and
it is too soon to begln reassuring De Valera. A dootor
tellliog iis petliont that medicine presoribed for his narve
trouble is only oolored wonter is senseless. To keap them
gueseing for o while would be much better ln my oplnion. \

2. My projosal is pot to prevent anything golng into i
Ireland or to atop the necessery trade Detwesen Britsin and
Ircland., Until JVeilORD 45 lsunched I do proposs to stop
shipa froz goling to Lpeln, Portugel and other forelgn ports
from Ireland. It must ba recembared that a ahi; can atart in
one dirsection and: turn in enother.  We have no trouble atop=
ping ships, Outward bound mirplense are alao included in the
gbove which we shall do ur utwost to stop. Splte againat
the Irish 18 not the intention of these meawurss but rather
provision against ~ur plans being betrayed by smissaries sent
by sea or sir froc the Uerman Miniaster in Dublin and preser-
vation of Britlsh and American soldlers' lives., The evil ls
not very great., ©Sines the beginning of 1943 only 19 Iriah

ghips, some severnl times, have left Irish porta. Also we

REGRADED UNCLAGSIFIED by British
Govt., Btate Dept. tel., 329-73
By R, H. Parke bate MAY 6 W72
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.
are swopplng the Anglo-Irish Alr Line froi. runolng, cutting
off telephones and protrioting wll comuunloatioms to the ut-
most. I raiterute thet cotives of gelf-pressrvetlion end not
gpite dietete cur astlons.

3+ I would feel frea to stor thelr oross ochannel trade
irf the Irish should retauliate by dolng something whioh would
not help them but ouly enpoy us, such as stopplng the Foymes
Mrport feollitive, Eoonoulc measurcs of retalistion would
boe gonsldered sinee they would heve oponed & now ohapter.
Before we dld any of this I would inform you,

4s I think that wo should let fornr work 1ts hesj thy
process rether than to allay elarz in De Valera's olrcles,.

In thet way we shall get & continued stiffening up of the
Irish coazsurss behind the ecenes. st the momant these are
oot 20 bad to prevent & ledakage.

S5 1 don't think the State Depertnant will dissgree with
the wbove ainoe Mr. Hull says in port 1o the message nentioned
ubove:

*I am lneclined to belleve howaver that for the

tize palng at lemst we should not makeo any atutament

to press or commitfpurselves to the Irish Government

that wo have no intention of ilnatituting economic

sznotions,."™

It is my hope that this ia jour view alpso,

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., Biate Dept. tel., 3-28-T8
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FROM  The Prime Minister 70 The President

serIaL 628 DaTE 19 March 1344

;ﬁmmm 1918302 ]
708 AP ooy L9/20052 y1y Amy Code Room

SURJECT TIrelend.

ACTION
To the Prasldent via usher.

By diraction of the President, copy sent to State
Department 20 Mar i for preparation of reply.

N BEn

fom State Departmen
wlpant Mate

3 Apr LL, filed i

- ; e M1
erein by date.

COPIES TO: NATE: BY DIRECTION OF:
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21 March 1944

From: U. 5, Military Attache, London, England
Tos The Fresident of the United States
Number 629 Filedt 21/1516Z

Prime Minister to Fresident Roosevelt.
Humber 629 wyiMEENy and personal. Tour 506.

1. I am indesd grieved and trust rest will
do you good.

2. I do not think the staff meeting worth-
vhile without our being there.

3+ I hope you are still planning your visit
here for the great avent after you are fully recoversd.

No 8ig

ﬂeu? Vs 52
TPV U

Bona 2020 U SLABCL.CED oy beavieu
Govt., Siuie Dept. tel., 3-38-72
By R. K. Parks  Date MAY 6 1972
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sertgl 529 naTE 21 Mar 44

TLTE/TIME B
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L0R LaF ROOK 21/10852 . ] Vih _ivmy Cpde Room

SURJECT 4
; Bermude meeting.

ACTION

Answera POTUS #506,

To President wvia usher.

Draft reply prepared by Admiral LeahgéTﬂpprngad by
; S 4507

Pregident with alterations;
22 Mer Li. .

COPIES T0: DATE:

BY DIRECTION OF:

ACTION COVPLETED:
wh 210 bEHwUUAR

FILED:
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March 21, 1944

From: MA London, England
To: The President of the United States
No. 630, Filed 211052Z.

Prime Minister to Fresident Roosevelt. FPerscnal
and G

Reference my telegram number 525.

I have today sent following reply to Unole J.

8o what!

Prime Minister to Marshal Btalin. "Personsl and
most msoret.

Your telegram of March 16th.

1. First of sll I must congratulate you again
on all the wonderful victories your Armies ars winning and
also on the extremely temperate way in which you have daaltﬁ
with the Finns. I suppose thsey are worried about interning
the nins German Divisions in Finland for fear that the nine
German Divisions should intern them. We are much cbliged to 4
you for keeping us in touch with all your action in this
Theatrs.

2. With regard to the Poles, I am not to blame ]
in any way about revealing your seoret correspondence. The
information was given both to the American Herald Tribune

* REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
* Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-25-7z
. i By R. H. Parkas Date ¢

'-_'," iy

Tm

II L By .'.fm

0228




"

correapondsnat and to the London times sorrespondent by the
SBoviet Embasay in London. In the latter oase 1t was given
parsonally by Ambassador Guaey.

3. I shall have very scon to make a statement to
the House of Commons about the Folish position. This will
involve my saying that the attempts to make an arrangement
between the Soviet and Folish Governments have broken downj
that we oontinue to recognire the Folish Ooverament, with
vhom we have been in continuous relatiocns since the invasion
of Poland in 1939) that we nov consider all questiens of tarki-
torial change must awvait the armistise or peasce confersnces of
the viotorious powers) and that in the mesantims ve can re-
sognize no forcible transferences of territery.

. I am repeating this telegram to the President of
the United States. I only wish I had better news to give
him for the sale of all.

£, Finally, let ms sxpress the sarnsst hope that
the brealdown vhich has sssurred betwveen us-ahout Foland will
not have any adverss effect upen our cooperation in other
sphares where ths maintenance of our common actiom is of the
greatest consequence”.

o No Big.
o ﬂﬂ,m v -
E Fs n VEm -

-4 UROLASSIFIED by Brit:a»
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29 March 1944

WEMORANDUM FOR:

The Secretary of State

The President has directed that the
Department of State be furnished with the
attached coples of messages Fumbera 625 and 630
from the Prime Minister to the President for
its information.

It is reguested that a copy of anmy
reply made or action taken by the Department of
State to these messages be forwarded to the
White House Map Room for the information of the
Fresident

Very respectfully,

Chestar C, m,
Captain, USH,
Apsiptant Navel Aide to the President

Enct Mag. Prime Minister
to President, #625.

Mag: Prime Mindster
to President, #630.

DECLASSIFIED ;
By Deputy Archivist of the U.5.

By ¥. J. stewart DateMAY 6 1972
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SECHET Yarch 21, 1944
PARAPHRASE

Frosi: The Prime Mipister
To ¢ The President
No. 1 530

See my muzber 625, Today I made the fellowlng reply to Stalin,
Sa whatl

QUOTE. BReference your telegram of March 16, let me congratulate
¥ou once more on the very temperate way in which you have deslt with the
Finna and also on the marvelous victories your Armies are winning. The
intermment of the 9 German Divisions in Finland worries you, I imagine,
because you fear that the Fiqm might be interned by the 9 Oerman Div-
isions, We must thank you very nuch for keeping us up to date on all
your actions in this theater.

With reference to the Polea, you n;u.nmt. blame me in any way con-
corning the revealing of your secret correspondence. The Soviet Embassy
in London gave the information to both the London Times correspondent
and the American Herald Tribune correspondent. In the case of the Londen
Times gorrespondent, Ambassador Gusev gave this information personally,

Very soon I shall bes required to make & statement concerning the
Polish situation to the House of Commons. In this statement 1 shall be
obliged to say that attempta to negotiste an arrangement betwesn the
Soviet and Polish Eb'ranmnt-a. have broken downj that we now conslder all
guestions of terrltorial change must awult the armistice or peace con-
ferences of the victorious powersj that we continue to recognize the

Polish Government with whom we have besn in continuous relation sinoe

-~ | REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
ﬂ Govt., State Dept. tel., 2-28-T83
Ef B. H. Parke
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the invasion of Poland in 1939) and that we can recognise no foralble
tranaferences of territory prior to an amaistioce or pesace conference.
Since a copy of this telegram is being sent to the Presiient, I wish for
the sake of all I had better news to give him,

Lustly I earnestly hope that the breakdown whioh has cocurred
bebween ug on the Polish situstion will not effvot advervely our co-
operution in other spheres where the malntenance of our common actis:

is of the greatest importance. UNQUOTE.

REGRADED URCLABSIFIED by Ex:” lsh
Govt., State Dept. m.ﬁ-.'?':_?i
By R. H. Parko Date 6 1972
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ROV The Prime Minister ™ Ths President
SERTAL 630 DATE 2l March 1944
NATE/TIME .
OR FILE NTMFER 2110526
2201154 Army Cods Room

TOR MAP ROOM VIA
SUNJECT

Hussien Polish relationa.
ACTION

{Further to Pm #625)

To President vie usher. DUraft reply preparad

by Admirsl Leahy; spproved by the President without
change; gent to PM as POTUS 308, 22 Mar Lbk.
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rovke Dt MAY 6 1972
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Govt. .
By R. L.

From: U. 8. Military Attache London, England

To: The President of the United States

Rumber 631, Piled 30/23252

Prime Minister to President Rocsevelt.
and personsal,

Pars 1. 1In the messages we ozohanged lest month
about Spain, ending with your Nr, U478 of February 23rd:
yon Lafisated your agreement with my view that we sheuld
reach & r&pid'uattlﬂmunt with the Spanish Government on a
besis which would obtain for us the political and military
t-aquirep:?ut?, to which we have alwvays atlt_.acppdﬁrgat im-
portance, and at the same time secure in_uf:act a cessation
of Spanish wolfram exports to Germany for the first half of
this year.

Para 2. In the subsequent negotiation conducted by
our two ambassadors at Madrid, in which 8ir 8, Hoare has
given the atrongest support to your representations, it has
become clear that, while we can still obtain full satisfact-
ion of our other requirements, we cannot within the next
few months cbtaln a complete embarge on Spanieh wolfram ex-

ports for the whole of this year, which 1is

vhat I under-

0234



has, however, been a temporary embargo since early January,

Para 3. We have, therefore, reached a situation in
vhich we mist elther accept some slight compromise over
wolfram or prolong the present deadloeck. This would mean
running certain serious risks, quite apart from postponing
our enjoyment of such valuable benefits as the closing of
the Germen consulate at Tengiler and the cleaning up of the
German espionage system throughout Spanish territory.

Para 4, I have no doubt that by increasing our
economic pressure we can eventuslly bring Spain to heel.
In fact, with reasonable people the mere threat should be
enough. The Spaniards are not, however, reasonsble and they
have a capacity for tightening their belts in resistance to
forelgn pressure. This would, I am convinced, postpone any
settlement for several months, Meanwhile, we should run
the following serious risks:-

(1) Between 700 and 1000 tons of wolfram re-
presenting Spanish stocks now on the Pyrenees, might be
handed over to the Germans in exchange for important supplies,
ineluding gasoline, which the Germans are now offering to
Spain., This would be a far greater help to the German war
effort than the 100 or 200 tons on which our present dis-

Rlﬂﬂ{ﬁ‘? "METASSIFIED by British
Govt.. . ' Dupt. tel., 3-39-73
By R. H. rurie Dtu”m 6 1
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By R. H. Furks il

cussions are centered;

(2) The Spaniards will clearly epply economic
counter measures. This would mean that we should lose the
Spanish iron ore which at present provides 42% of British
requirementa at a great economy in shipping and fuel. We
should also lose Spanish potash, which 1s essentlal for the
mailntenance of British esgriculture, Finally, our purchases
in 8pein are only made possible by Spenish financial faclli-
tles, without which we should run out of funds in & few
weaks, Although these conalderatlions havq been put to your
government I am not avare of any satlsfactory method by which
these essentlel needs could be replaced from other sources.

Fare 5. I understand that the 3tate Department have
auggested that the Spanierds might be brought to accept a
total wolfram embarge now by the offer of & long term economic
agreasment, Our view which is, I understand, shared by all
our experts in Madrid, 1s that such a prospect 1s illusory.
Buch & settlement would mean replacing the very important
supplies which Spein now gets from CGerman-controlled Eurcpe,
including in particular machinery and arms. It would, in eny
case, tale several months to negotiate during which we should
run &11 the risks I have mentlioned above. Wor do I think we

should be well advised to enter into any long term commit-

ments with the = 5 ' ; g . ‘unﬂlﬁthat we should

o4l @



aim at 1= a short term arrangement which will secure im-
portant tangible beneflits now at & very small cost In
wolfram exports to Germany. When we have, as we hope,
eatablished the second front succesafully, the whole
picture will change. The supply of even 50 tons of wol-
frem a month to Qermeny meanvhile, which 13 what is now

in quesation, can be of little resl assistance to the
German war effort and can certainly not be balanced against
the much greater advantages Germany would probably obtain
if we fall to break the deadlock now.

Para 6. I hope, therefore, you will agree that,
having tried unsuccessfully te cbtain a total wolfram em-
barge but having nevertheless made more satisfactory ﬂ;o-
gresa than might originally have besn expected, we should
now asuthorize ocur ambassadors to secure immedilately the
most favourable wolfram settlement they can obtain, This
should be on the basis of not more than 50 tons of wolfram
a month being allowed through to Germany during the next
few vital months,

Pare 7. In making this proposal I would venture to
remind you that we have gone along with you in Argentina and
that we fesl entitled to esk you to take our viawa'!arinualy

into account in the Iberien Peninsula, whers our strategic

EREGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Britd
-F"q':'... State Dept. tel., 3-36-
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and economle interests are more directly affected than
are those of the United 3tates.

Para 8, It seeme to me that we should make a fatal
mistake if we risk throwing these 750 to 1000 tons of wol-
fram into Germen hands as well es losing ell the other
advantagea which are nov open. I earnestly hope that you
will give your consideration to our appeal wilthout which
we shall be in very serious difficulties, Among other
things Ambassador Hoare who has held most of our offices
of state and is a member of Parliament now evidently wishes
to resign. I could not support in public the policy which
is nov being enforced upon us. Do please consider the
arguments of this telegram.

No 38ig

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by Britieh
@Govt., State Dept. tel., 3-20-72
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31 March L9344

UEMORANDUM FOR

THE SECHETAHY OF STATE

The President has directed that the at-
tached message No. &3l from the Prime Winister, cated
30 March 1944, be forwarded to the State Department

for preparation of reply.

Very respectfully,

OODEN 8. COLLINS,
Lisutenant (Jg), U.S.N.R.

1 Inel.
Prims Minister to Presidant, ;
“’1} 30 Mareh 1944, i \
wtd
!
I
DIRECLASEITIED
By Deputy Archiviet of the 0.8,
By V. J. Biewars DatelllY £_1972
ah
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FRM: THF PRIME WIRISTER
T0 1 THE PRESIDENT

B0 1 531, 30 March 1944

l: TYou indicated your agresment with ay view in the cessages we
exchanged about Spain last month, ending with your No. 478 of February 23,
that we should reach with the Goverrment of Spain & rapid settlement on &
basls which would obtain the military and political requirements for us
to which we have always attached great importance, and secure at the same
time in effect & stoppage of exports of Spanish wolfrsm to the Oermans
for the firet six months of 19LL.

2. It has become clear in the subsequent negotistion conducted by
our two ambassadors at Madrid, during which the strongest support to your
repressntations has been given by Sir 5. Hoare, that, although we can still
obtain complete satisfaction of our other requirements, we cannot obtaln
within the next few months a complete sabargo on exports of Spanish wolfram
for the whole of this year, which I understand is what you are now ex=
pecting of the Govermment of Spain. OSinee sarly in Jamuary there has been,
howsver, a temporary smbargo. \

3. Therefore we have reached & situation in which we must either :
aceept some alight compromise over wolfram or we must prelong the pressnt e
deadlock. GQuite apart from postponing our enjoyment of such voluable benee N
fites as the closing at Tangler of the Uerman consulate and the cleaning up
throughout Spaniash t.uh"ltm? of the Oerman esplonage aystem, this would
msan running certaln seriocus risks.

by That we can, by increasing our economic pressure, sventually bring
Spain to heel, I have no doubt. With reasonable people, in fact, the marse

2 m ::E:m:: UNCLASSIFIED by Britte
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threat should be enough., However, the Spanish are not reascnable, and in
resistance to foreign pressure they have & capacity for tightening their
belts., I em convinced thde would poatpone for several months any mettle=
ment, Meanwhile, the following serious risks should be run by uss

{1) Spanish stoeks of wolfram now on the Pyrenees, totalling
between 700 and 1000 tons, might to the Germans be handed over in exchange
for important supplies, gasoline included, which are now offered to the
Spanish by Germany. This would be & far greater help to the German war
offort than the 100 or 200 tons on which are centered our present dis-
cussiono.

(2) Economic counter-measures will clearly be applied by the
Spanish. This would mean that the Spanish iron ore which provides at present,
at great economy in shipping and fuel, 4L2% of British requirements; and
Spanish potash, which i» essential for the maintenance of British agriocul-
ture, we should lose. Finally, purchases which we muke in Spain are made
posaible only by [inansial facilities of the Spanish, without which, in &
few weaks, we should run out of funds., Although to your goverrment thase
conaiderations have been put, I am not aware of other sources from which
thess essential needs could be replaced by any satisfactory method.

%+ That the Spaniards might be brought to accept a total wolflram
embargo now by the offer of a im; term economlc agresment, I understand
has beesn sugzested by the State Department. Such a prospect is illusory
in our view, which I understand ie shared by all our experts in Madrid,
Such a settiement would mean replacing the wery important supplies, ine
cluding in particular arms and machinery, which the Spaniards now gel [rom

Oerman-controlled Europe. In anmy case, it would take several months teo
REGRADED URCLASSIFIED by British

Govt., State Dept. tel,, 3-20-72
w By R. H. Parks  DatMAY 6 972
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negotiate, during which time we should run all the risks mentioned above.
bor do I think we should be well advised to enter intc any long term com=
mitments with the present Spanish reglze. Surely o shert term arrangement
which will secure important tangible benefits at this time at a very small
cost in exports of wolfram to Uermany is what we should slm at. The whols
pleture will change when we huve, as we hope, successfully established the
second front. MNeanwhile, the supply of even 50 tons of wolfrsm to Uermany
& month, which is what is pow in question, can be of little real sssistance
to the wer effort of the Uermsns and can certainly not be balanced against
the much greater advantages Germany would probably obtain if we fail to
break the deadlock now.
b6, Therefore, I hope you will agree that we should now authorize
our asmbassadora to secure immediately the most favorable settlement on
£ wolfram they can obtaln, now that we have tried unsuccessfully to obtain
.

-
o total embargo on wollram but nevertheless having made a more satisfactory

=

_ progress than might have been sxpected originally. During the next few

~ vital months we should put this on the basis of nét allowing more than 50

- by
o

tons of wolfram to be shipped monthly to Germany,

T« I would venture to remind you, in msking this proposal, that

s Drop

WA L Parke

we have gone along with you in Argentina and that we feel entitled to ask
you to take our views serlously into account in the Iberian Penlnsula,

where our economic and strategic interests arc affected more directly than

EEGRADED mwHorAs=TT
Sert., Sto.

are those of your country.
8. Teome it seems that a fatal mistake should be made by us if we

risk throwing these 750 to 1000 tons of wolfram inte the hands of the

Germans as well as losing all of the other advantages now open to us. I

earnestly hope that to our nwi your consideration, without
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wiich we shall be in very serlous difriculties. Anbassador Hosre, among
other things, now evidently wishes to reslgn. He has held most of our
offices of state und is a member of Parliament. Do pleass consider the
arquments of this telegram. I could rot support in sublie the policy

which is now being inferced upon ua.

REGRADED UNOLASSIFIED by Brliil.
Govt., Btate Dept. tel., B-2p-72
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