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woeees 170, W 2o percouns, mou me prEsTOENT FoR wARSHAL
STALIR,

Thank you for your encouraging messsge duted Janmary 15 in regard
to Adr Marshal Tedder's conference with you, and in regard to the nff:ll‘-d“
of your Aramles on the Soviet-Cormin front.

The past perforzances of your h.-om!.c soldiers and their already
desonstrated efficliency in this offensive, give high promise of an early
success to our arsies on both f'ﬂmﬂ-;-

By skillful coordination of cur combined efforts, the time required
to force a murrender vpon our barberisn enexies will be radieally reduced.

As you know, Aserics is putting forth & grest effort in the Pasific
ot a distance of 7,000 miles, nnd it is my hope that an sarly n-nll,lpu ol
Gorzany will persit the :wunm‘t- of mufficient forces to the Pacific Ares
to quickly destroy the Japaness menscse to sll of our Allled Hatlions.

ROOSEVELT

Feloased LTLTLLZ Jan 45:

HENEY W. PETHAM,
Major, A. C. DRECLASSIFIED

By Deyaty Archivist of the U.8.
B V. 3. Stewart Date APR 281972
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January 17, 10458

PRESIDENT TO LARSHAL STALIN:

Thank you for your encouraging message dated
Jamuary 15 in regard to Alr larshal Tedder's sonfer-
ence with you, end in regard to the offonalve of your
Armiss on the Boviet-German front,

The past performances of your herole scldiers and
their already demonstrated effliclency in this offensive,
,ghof hizgh promise of an sarly success to arales
on both fronta.

By skillful ccordinstion of our combined efforts,

* the time required to force s surrender upon our
berberian enemies will be redlically roduced.

As you know, Amerlecs 1s putting forth a great
effort in the Paolflec et & dlstance of 7,000 miles,
&nd 1t 1a my hope that an early collapse of Oermany
will pars=it the movenent of sufficlent foress %o the
Pecific Area to guickly destroy the Japanese manace

[ R

to mll of our Allled Matlons.

DECLASSITIER .
By Depaty Archivist of the 0.85.

B V. 3. stewart DatehPR 28
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FROM: OFHAY
T0 : ALUSHA, MOSCOW asouoz wea e 17

22 JANOREY 1945

vomes 179, VIR +0 rersona, PR THE PRESIDENT TO
MARSHAL STALTH.

I Have declded to not have any press Tepresentatives at ARGORAUT
and to per=it only a small group of uniformed service photographers
from the heerlean Bavy to T.aku.tbe pletures that we will want.

Prime dinister Churehill agrees.

. ROOSFVELT

Heleased S301L0Z Jan L5

F. H. G,
Capt, AGD.

DECLAZSIFIER
By Deputy Archiviet of the U.8.

3y V. 3. stewart Date APR 28 1072
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by i The Presldent ™ Earshal Stslin
gibbal or FILE N, oyos, 22 Jenuary 1945
I0E P KOO Via

SUBILET:  pregs representatives st AROOJUT confereace.

ACTION:

1. Ses Pd §891 Ln which the Prime suggests that press should be
axcluded from AGUHAUT and the Presideat's affirsative reply, Fi0k.
In Pd #8992, Churchill requested that the President inform Stalin.

Z+ Tnis dinpatch written by Acmirel Leahy; dispatched to Stalis
&t Z30LL0Z, Copy sent to Pu as PRES §70% for his informaticn.

3. Angwered by STALLG-FERS, 25 Jam kSe

R T R e R s

COFTES Ta: DaTha EY LIRLCTION OFs
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From: Opoay

To + Alusos, Moscow 26,032, IW

wonceen 100, R Fesova. rou me

PRESIDENT FOR MARSHAL STALIN.

Please accept my persomal expression of deep regret
st the death of your Asbassador to Mexico. We kmew Mr.
Ousansicy well through his service ss Aabasssdor in Waahing-

ton whers he made many frisnds.

Eeleased from the White House Map Hoom

st 2605032, Jamary 1943,

OGUEN
Major, C.E.

EDOSEVELY

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archivist of the U.8. i

By v. 3, stewart Dats APR 2R 1972
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FROM The Presideat 70 Marshal Stalin
Sihlal or FILE ¥0. F181, 3 Jarmary 1945 -
TUR AP hOOM , Via

SBIELT: condalences oo desth of Asbassador Oumsnsicy.

ACTTON:

COPIES Toe DaTh: BY LIRCTION OF:

100 OUAESKY, C.l.p 140 .
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From: Opnav
To ¢ Alusoa, Moscow 021537, BeR 238

wnsen 122, (oo Femsow yeou Tee PrestORIT
FOR MARSHAL STALTN.
Plesse sccept this expression of apprecistion of your

kind message of congratulations on my Birthday annlversary.

ROOSEVELT

fieleased froz the White House Unp Room
at 0215372, February 1945.

OGDEN ENIFFIN,
Major, C.E.

DECLASSIFIEDR
By Deputy Archivist of the U.8.

By v. 3. stewart DateAPR 381972

D biircced % Addee au.”
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¥l The President T0  Harshal Stalin
- FILE NO.

-, #182, 2 Februsry 19&5.

TUR slaP hOOM ’ Via

SUBJECT:

acknowledgeent of Birthday Greetings.

ACTION:

1-&mﬂﬂkﬁ?~:ﬂ.ﬁnﬂ;ﬂdﬂmﬂmhmhw
on bosrd the Uso WUIACY en route ARGEAUT sonference.

2. President's reply sent to Map Eoom as E-Ih-36, 0S15102; dispetched
to Uoscow at 0215971.

T ——

COFIES T DaTE: BY LIRLCTION OF:
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m 12 Febromry 1945

Prom: Opmav
Te 1 Alosna, Moscow
woix 109, QI <o recos riox THE PRGN FOR
hBASEADOR HARKIMAN .
Please deliver the followling sessage for me to Uarshal Stalimi
WOOTE. Upon leaving the hospitabls shores of the Soviet Unlon, \
I wish again to tell you how desply grateficl 1 sa for the sany kind- J
nesses which you showed me shile I was your guest ta the Crises, I
lowve greatly heartened as & resalt of the mesting between you, the
Prize Winister and ayself. I am sure that the peoples of the world
will regard the achievements of this seeting, not only with approwal,
tut as & genulne asserence that cur thres grest nations cen work as
wall in peace as they have in war. UW UOTE,

HOGSEVELT

Raleared 1223031, Feb LS.

O.5. COLLING, JH.,
Lieutenant, USHR,

DECLASEIFIER
By Depaty Archivist of ths U.E.

By ¥, J. Btewart h!‘.w
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i WUSBER 189, PERSOHAL mn-aua Tix PHESIDENT FOR ;
|

! Flease deliver the following message for =e to Marshall Stalin.

l
.
T0 & Alusna, Woscow 12233 o 3¢6 l ]|1
1
i

! "Upon leaving the hospitable shores of the Soviet Union, I wish
1 .

t - again to tell you how deeply grateful I sm for the many kindnesses

{

1 3 which you ehowed me whileI was your guest to the Crimes. I leave

\ greatly heartened as a result of the meeting between you, the Prime

; i Uinister and myeelf, I em sure that the peoples of the world will re—

| gard the achievesents of thié mesting, not only with sporobal, but as
1 & genuine assurance that our three grest nations can work as wall in

peacs as they hawve in war."®

H :
; : o ROOSEVELT
;

Felessed 122332 Feb 1945

1 OGLEN 5. COLLIXS, Ji.
sutenant, DSNR DECLASSIFIED
1t of tha U.8.
By Deputy Archivie

B
By 1. 3. Stewart paroAPR 20 F




DEPARTMENT OF STATE

FOR THE PRESS FEBRUARY 23, 1946
l@-m

: The President has sent the following message to Marshal
| Joseph V. Stalin on the cccaslon of the twenty-seventh
enniversary of the Red Army:

*February 23, 1945

"HIS EXCELLENCY
®JOSEFH V. STALIN,
"SUPHEME CCMMANDER CF THE ARMED FORCES
CF TEE UNION OF SOVIET BOCIALIST REPUBLICSE,
"HOSCOW.

"In anticipation of our common victory sgalnet the Narl
oppressore, I wish to take thie opportunity to extend my
i heartiest congratulations to you as sugrnne Commander on this
i the twenty-seventh anniversary of the Tfounding of the Red

{ : -
! "The for reaching declalons we took at Yalta will haaten
| vietory &nd the establishment of a firm foundation for a

} lasting peapce. The continued cutetanding mchisvements of

i the Yed Aroy together with the all-out effort of the United
Hntions forces E:. the gouth and the west assure the spoedy
attainment of our common goal -- a peaceful world based upon
mutunl understanding and cooperation.

"FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT" .

i R i ey

O SPalel
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WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

OUTGOING: RiCSSAGE

Operations D1
Executive O0ffic
Oeneral Hull 2008

3 March 1945
Li3

Cozma Oenaral
0.8, Kili r{‘ﬂnim to USSR
Hoscow, Busala,

- Rumber; VAR 27028

- to Deane from Marshall,

Flease deliver the folloving message from W
to Marshal 2talin at onsce and also deliver & :mp!
um for transmission by bim to Mister Churchill,

I have reolisble information regarding the difficulties
vhich are bolng encountered im collecting, supp! and
evacuating Amorican ex-prisoners of war and can air-
craft creva vho are stranded east of the Russian lines,

It 1is u:rntlr requested that instructions be issusd authoris-
ing ten Amoricen sircraft with American crews to cparate |
betvoen Poltave end plsces in Poland vhers American l:;zrimh
of var and stronded airmen may be located, This authority

is requested for the purpose of ing supplementary
clothing, wedicel snd food supplies for all Ameriscan soldiers,
to evacuate stranded aircraft crevs and liberated priscners
of var, and especislly to tremafer the injured snd sick to
the American hospital at Poltava, I regard this request to
be of the Ernt.ut importance not only for humanitariasn
reasons but alse by reazon of the intense interest of the
Amerlican public in the welfsre of our ex-priscpers of wvar apd
stranded ailreralt crewva. hcmﬁl{ on the general matter of
prisoners of ver in Germany I feol that we ocught to do
sosething quickly. The number of these prisoners of var,
Russisn, British and 7.5,, is nr{.}lm. In viev of your
disapproval of the plan we submit t do you suggest in
Place of 1tY nid

ORIGINATOR: Qen, Hull

INFORMATION: Oen. Handy, Gen, MoFarlsnd, Adm, Leahy, Gen. Arnold, |
Adn, King, Mr. Stimson, © of B,

CM-OUT-47058  (Mar %5) DTG: 0321322 mlm

——
— COPY No.

THE MAKING OF AN DXACT COPY OF THIS MISSAGE I8 FORBIDOEIN
e —

TECERSETrrE—
h m Archivist of the 0.8.

By V. 3, Btewmrt lmmm




i
e o

>

e

T ; 0
L
i a  —— s | o R e e e S e a p—

~ WAR DEPARTMENT
CwASSIFIED MESSAGE CEN

INCOMING CLASSIFIED MESSAGE

— SN

FRIORITY

o=

From: U. 8, Military Mission, Moanow, Russia

To: War Department
Mo M 23080 § Maroh 1945
To AGWAR for Gensral Marshall from Deanc gl SESeEP
M 23040,
sage contained in WAR wvas transsitted to
Marashal aull.n ilhu-hm early s And vas gnn at the
cams timo to A 1 Archer for transaission to Churchill.
End
ACTICH: Oen Hull
IoFo: Gean MoFarland Arnold Oen Handy
Adm Elng Mr 5t of 8 Franklin D Roneevalt Librury
DreLs.
Do

CH-

(5i27/58)
Date- ’?—!?-]}'
oro ohigmstire- 4/ vat

— ~

CoprY No,
THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN

IN-5393 (4 Mar 45)
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Fay  THE PRESIDENT g0 MARSHAL STALIN (Copy-Churenill)

—————

Lehlal 5 M. .
n.dhth, - _FII'*' HV “ hml .’ m ﬂ-

——-—

T0R P ROCH ¥ Via

SUBJECT:
Aserican ax-priscners of war in Bussia.

=
ACTION:

« Driginated and dispatched entirely thrmgh War Departsent. Map

Mmﬂfdmﬁﬂrﬂmﬂp
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COPIES Tu: DaThe: EY LIKRCTION OF:
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17 WARGH 1945 WS

FROMy  OPHAV
T0 @ ALUSHA, MOSCOW

1720072 NCR £354

woasis 209, PEsos a0 [, sou v rresiosr ros
MARSHAL STALIN. 2

Fith reference to the question of evacuation of imericen prisoners
from Poland I have been informed that the arrengement for General Deane
with & Soviet army officer to make & survey of the U.5. priscners of war
sltustion has been cancelled. In your last swasage to ae you stated that
there wae no need to sccede to my request that American aircraft be allowed
to carry supplies to Poland gnd to evecuste the sick. I have information
thet I consider positive and relishle thet there are & very conslderable
nuzber of slck md. injured izericans in hospitals in Foland and also
nuzbers of liberated U.5. prisoners in good health who are swaiting entrain-
ment in Poland to transit cemps in Odessa, or are at large in eaall groups
that have not yet made contact with Soviet euthorities.

Frunkly I cennot understand your reluctance to permit American
officers and means to aeaist thelr cwm poople in this matter. This
Government has done everything to =eet each of your requests. I now request
you to meet mine in this particular matter. Plesse call Harrimen to explain
=y desires in detadl.

ROOSEVELT

DEOLASEIFIED
By Depaty Archiviet of the U.B.

By ¥. J. Stewart mﬁmm
OGDEN KNIFFIN,

iajor, C.E. l .

Released from the White Houss Map Room
at 1720072 March 1945. -
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PERSCHAL AND TOP SECHET FROM THE FRESIDENT TO MARSHAL STALIN

With reference to the question of evacustion of Amsrican prisonsrs
from Foland I have been informed that the arrangement for General Deans
with & Sovist Arsy officer to make a survey of the U.5. prisonarsef war
pitustion hes besn cancellsd, In your last message to ms you stated
that thers was no nesd to scceds to =y request that Aserican alreraft
be allowed to carry supplies to Foland and to svacusts the sick, I
have information thet I consider positive and relisble that there are
& very considerable musher of sick and injured Asericans in bospitals
in Poland and also musbers of libersted U.5. priscners in good health
who are amiting sntrainsent in Poland to transit camps in Odesss, or
mnmnhmwtmmmmmm#nL
Soviet suthoritiss.

Fraskly I cannot understand your reluctance to psrmit Amsrican
officers and means to mseist thelr own peoples in this satter, This
Governsant has done everything to mset sach of your requests, I now
request you to mest mine in this particular sstter. Fleass call
Earrisan to explain =y desires in detail.

DEGLASSIFIES
By Depaty Archiviet of the U.8J

By 7. J. Btewart Dl‘tlm
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3/16/45

DRALFT OF POSSIBELE MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT TO MARSHAL GTALIN
Fith reforsnce to the guestion of evacustion of American priscosrs

froa Poland I bave been informed that the arrengesent for Gensral Deans with

'

a Soviet Army officer to maks & survey of """'“‘“ft“W%"“m
i) = ;

bas bem cancellsd. In your last sessage to me you stated that thers was no

nood to acceds to my requect that American aircraft be allowsd to carry

-

supplies to Poland and to evacuate the sick. Inﬂl.:?l'm:&ﬁﬂihtl
consider positive and reliable that there are a mabar of
sick and injured Americans in hospitals in Poland and also musbers of

liberated U.S.priscners in good bealth who are amsiting entralasent in

Poland to transit casps in Odessa, or are at largs in ssall groups that

have not yet made contact with Soviet authorities.
Fraokly I cannot understand your reluctance to permit American

officers and means to ssaist thalr own pecple in this matter. This

eadh
mmmmu;h—-)r_;i:th. Iln'nquﬂ:n

Aeane Cott fim
umtmnmwummhm-ﬁ‘nﬂmnm

1n detail.
*

DECLASSIPIRD
By Deputy Archivied of the 0.8,
By V. 3. stewars Dase APR 281972
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I MO TN

FROW MARSHAL STALIN T0 THE FRESIUENT
sehlnl or FILE NO.
OaTE :

#209, 17 Mar L5.

TOR MAP ROOM : Via
SUBJECT:
dzericen priscoers in Hussis,
— SRR s ———— ——

ACTICN:

1. pnswers STALIN-PHES § gxﬂ_uﬁ,
2. This meassge prepared Secretary of State and Secrotary of War.

Brought to the Wap Foom by Wiss Ball from Mr. Bohlen's office in the
Stute Department. Miss Ball steted that the message had been approved
by Stettinius and Stimson, snd alsc by the President, but there was some
doubt az to whether it had already been dispatched to Stalin. Checked
with Colonel Park, #ho directed it be sent. Disputched 172007L.

3« Angwered by STALIN-PRES 22 Mar LS,

EY LIRECTION OF:
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WURBER 212,-.5-7.- PERoOdaL, FROM THE PHESILENT FOR
WARSHAL STALIN.

I have received from Asbassedor Harriman s letter addressed to him
by dr. Molotoy regarding an investigetion belng msde by Fleld Marshal Alex-
ancer into a reported posaibllity of cbtaining the surrender of pert or all
of the German Amy in Italy, in which letter dr. Molotov demands that this
investigation to be undertaken in Switrerlend be stopped forthwith becsuse
of the non partlcipaticn thereln of Soviet officers.

I am sure that the facta of this matter, through misunderstanding,

.j heve not been correctly presented to you.

The facts are as follows: Some few days ago unconfirmed information
was recelved in Switzerland that some Cerman officers were conaldering the
poesibility of arranging for the surrender of German troops that are opoosed
to the British-imerican Ammles in Italy commanced by Fleld Xarshal Alexander.

‘when this inforsstion reached Washington, Fleld Usrshal Alexander was
authoriged to send an officer, or officers, of his staff to Switzerland to
ascertain the accurscy of the report, snd if it appeared to be of sufficlent
promise, to arrange with any competent Eu?m. officers for a conference with
Field darshal Alexander st his hesdqurters in It:ly to discuss detalls of
the surrendsr. Soviet representatives would, of course, be present if such a
meeting could be arrsnged.

The Soviet Governzent was L=mediately informed of this investigation

@)  to be made in Switserland and was leter informed thet it will be sgressble

o ey

DECLASEIFIED
By Deputy Archivist of the U.8.

By V. J. Stewart DatfiPR 281972

———
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for Soviet officers to be present at Fleld Marshal Alszander's meeting with
Gorman officers when and 4 l.ur.hnmu.n; is Cflnally arranged in Berne to
discuss details of & surrender at Caserta. .

hAttempte by our representstives to arrange a seeting with German
oificers have met with no success up to the present tize, but there still
spoears to be & poasibility of such a aeeting.

You will, of course, understand that =y government must glve every
sssistance to sll officers in the fleld in command of Amerlcan Forces who
believe there is & possibllity of forcing the surrender of enemy troops in
thelr area., It would be completely unressonable for ze to take any other
attitude or to permit any delay which must caunse additional and svoldable
loas of life in the Azerlcan Forces. You as & military man will understand
the necessity for prompt actica to aveid losing an opportunity. It ia l.n.'lh
same category a8 would be the sending of a flag of truce to your general at
Ecenigsberg or Danelg.

In such a surrender of enemy forces in the fleld, there can be no
political implications whatever and no viclation of our agreed principle of
unconditional surrender.

At eny discussion of detalls of surrender by our commanders of Assrican
Forces in the [leld, I will be plessed to have the banelit of the experience
and -um-utwurmnrnn}-munhmm. tut I cannot agree to
muspend investigation of the possibility because of objection on the part of
Mr, dolotov for some resson that is cospletely beyond my understanding.

I do not expect much from the reported possibllity, bat I hepe you will,
with the purpose of preventing misunderstanding between our officers, point
out to the Soviet officials concerned the desirability and necessity of our

DECLASSIFIED

-I:r Deputy Archiviet of the U.8.
By V. J. Btewart Da

B — s o R —
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._1 takcing prompt and effective action without sny delay to sccomplish the

surrendsf of sny enemy militsry forces in the field that are oppossd to
hwmrican Foroes.

1 &= sure that when a sl=ilar opportunity comes on the Soviet front
you will heve the same sttitude and will take the sazme action.

ROOSEVELT
Helsased from the White House Map Room
at 2047L, 2 March 1945.
F. H. CRASAM,
Captain, AGD.
DECLASETFIED
By DPeputy Archivist of the U.B.
By V. J. Btewart 28
T
-3=
Abswd ;350080

— i




P p————— - —

-

El

T ——— T R T e T Y T T i Sl et -]
O (+ ]
v/
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Fromg Tha President
Tos Marahal Stalln

Hoy

I have recelved from Ambassador Harriman a latter
addressed to him by Mr. Kolotov regarding an investigatiom
being made by Fleld Msrshal Alexander into a reported pos-
sibility of cbtaining the surrender of part or all of the
Germen Army in Italy, In which lstter Mr. Molotov demands
thet this investigation to be undertaken in Switzerland be
stopped forthwith becsuse of the non partlclipation therein
of Soviet officers.

I mm sure that the facts of this matter, through mis-
underatanding, have not been correctly presented to you.

The facts sre as follows: Some fow days ago uncon-
firmed information was received in Switzerland that some
Gorman offlicera wers considering the posalbllity of arreanging
for the surrender of German troops that are opposed to the
British-Aserican Armies in Italy commnded by Fileld Marshal
Alexander.

#hen this Information reachsd Washington, Filsld Marshal
Alexander was authorized to send an offlcer, or officers, of
his staff to Switzerland to ascertaln the accuracy of the -
report, and if it appeared to be of sufficlent promise, to

DECLASBIFIED
By Depaty Archivict of the U.8.

By V. J. Btewart uuﬂ_z.a—m
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arrange with any competent Cerman offleers for a conferance
with Flsld Marshal Alexander at his besdguarters in Italy to
disouss details of tha surrendsr. Sovlet repressntatives would,
of course, be present 1f such a meeting could bs arranged,

The Soviet Government was im=edietely informed of this
investigation to be made in Switzerland and was later informed
that it will be sgreesbls for Soviet officera to be present at
Fleld Marshal Alexander's meeting with German offlcers whan and
if such & mesting is finally arranged in Berns to 4lscuss
dotalls of a surrender at Cassrta. -

Attompts by our representetives to arrange a meeting
with German officera have mot with no success up to the pressnt
tims, but there still appears to be s posalbility of sush &
meating.

You will, of course, understand that my government must
Elve every sgsistance to all offlcers in the flsld in command
of American Forces who belisve there is s-possibility of foroing
the surrender of snemy troops in thelir area. It would be com=-
pletely unreasonable for me to taks any other attituds or to
pearmit any delay which muast cause sdditicnal and avoldabls loas
ef 1ife in the American Forcea, You as a militery man will
understand the necessity for prompt action to aveild losing an
opportunity. It is in the same category as would be the sending
ef a flag of truce to your gemaral at Koenigsbarg or Dansig.

In such a surrender of snemy forcss in the field, there
can ba no political ispliestions whatever and no wioclation of

our -8 =

h » " Ilﬂiiﬂ‘t of the U.8.

V. 3. Stewart IIHM
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our agreed prineiple of unconditlional surrender.

At eny discussion of details of surrender by our
commanders of Amerlcan Forces in the fleld, I will be pleased
to have the bensfit of the experlence and advice of any of
your officers who can be present, but I cannct agree to
suapend mvnntiéatinn of the possibility because of objectlion
on tha part of Mr. Melotevy for some reason that is completely
beyond my understanding.

I do not expect much from the reported possibllity,
but I hope you will, with the purpose of preventing ﬁnund.ar—
standing between our officers, point out to the Boviet
officisls concerned the desirability and necesslity of our
taking prompt and effectlve actlon wlthout any delsy to
geecomplish the surrender of any enemy military foreces in
the fleld that are opposed to American Foroes.

I am sure that when m similar opportunity comes on
the Soviet front you will have the same attitude and will

take the same actlon.

DECLASEIFIED
By Deputy Archivict of t!:uL'IJ.B.

By V. J. Gtewart bate_APR 28 o
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PRESIDENT TO MARSHAL STALIN:

I have "“-[-“d from LﬁllIILI‘ Harriman s lotter
addressed to him by Mr. Molotov regarding an investigation
boing =ade by Fleld Marshal Alaxander into a reported
I possibility of obtaining the surrender of part or all of the
II German Army in Italy, in which lstter Wr. Molotov demands
i that this investigation to be undertaken in Swltzerland be
f stopped forthwith because of the non partlelpation therein
{ of Soviet officers.

I s= sure that the facts of this matter, t hrough mis-
understanding, have not been correctly presented to you.

The fects are as follows: Soma few days ago unconfirmed

information was received in Switzerland that soms German
officers were considering the possibility of arranging for
the surrender of Gemman troops that sre opposed to the
British-American Armiss in Italy commanded by Field Marshal
Alexsnder, <

TWhen mmyn reached Washington, Fileld Mershal
Alexander was Abesalad Yo send an officer, or officers, of
his staffl to Switzerland to ascertaln ths scourscy of the

report, and 1f it sappeared to be of sufficlent promise; to

arrange with any competent German officers for s conference

with Pleld Marshal Alsxander at his headquarters in Italy te
* %

discusa detalls of the surrendsr. Awffqrﬁ,,“”&‘;

%.,J'( /ﬂ-—-fﬁii‘f: 1 """*"/-l#f‘ A‘.“g

e e — — o ———— —— | — —
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The Soviet Government wns immedistely informed of
this 1nvaut-1hu.ti.on to be made in Switzerland and was later
informed that it will be sgresable for Soviet offlicers to be
present at Fleld Marshal Alexander's moeting with German °
aofficers n & if such a meeting is finally mm.gu?tn
diacuas %r a aumdurﬁrfm- i

W—-— i, =
Y Attempts by our pepresentatives to arrange a maeting

Faa)

with Germsn of ficers hefmet with no succeas up to the prasent
tima, but there atlll appesrs tec be a posaibility of such a
meating.

¥ou will, of course, undsrstand that my government must
give every nssistence to all officers in the fisld in command
of American Ferces who believe there 1s & possibility of foreing
the surrendsr of enemy troops In thelr ares. It would be .
completely unreascnabls for me to takes any othar nttiﬁudn or
to permit any delay which must cause n&dit_iunnl and avoldable
loss of 1ife in the American Forces., You as a military man
will understand thes necesalty for prﬂn.pt.l.ntinn to avold losing
an opportunity. i’f‘l.'.-' 4"1 t Mgt uﬂjp iy od bewatd tn j:_ i

In such & surrender of enemy forces in the field, therse
gan be no political implicatlons whatever and no violation of
cur agresd prineliple of unconditional surrender.

At mny discussion of detalls of surrender by our
cormanders of Americean Forces in the fleld, I will be pleansed

to have the benefit of the experience and advice of any -~

DECLASSIFIED
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of your offlcers who can be present; but I cannot agree to
suspend investigation of the poasibility beceuse of u'l_'.tj-ot!.m
on the part of Mr. Molotov for nﬁm reason that 1s completely
beyontd my understanding.

I do not expect much from :ﬂu reported  possiblility,
but I hope you will, with the purpose of preventing misunder-
standing between our officers, polint cut to the Soviet
offloinlas concerned the desirabllity and neceasity of our
taking prompt and effective actlon without sny delay to u-
compliah the surrender of any enemy military forces in the
field ! that are opposed to Amerlican Foroes.

I em sure that when s similer opportunity comes on
the Soviet front you will have the same attitude and will
take ths same sctlon. )

[

i,
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THE PRESIDENT m WARSAAL STALIN
| pang OF THEWO na, 24 waren 204 |
|  SUBJECT:

Surrender negotistions with Germans.

i H

1. For "Asbasendor Harriman's letter," see War Department message
U 23247 (Cu-IN-17378) 1b& Uarch 1945, Harriman to Sec State, filed

UR 370 GERMANY (2).
2. Uessage drafted by and Admiral Lnlm approved
by the Presiddnt with changes; dlspatched 2020472,

3.
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FROM: OPNAY J&Ei’

10 : ALUSKA, MOSCOW 2500202  MCR 224K
vz 214, (R 2o rmsons yrow mm prestomer or waRsAL
STALIN, |

Ambassador Gromyko has just informed the State Department of the com~
poeition of the Sovliet delegation to the San Franciseo Conference. While we
have the highest regard for Asbassador Oromyko's character and capabilities
and know that he would ably represent his country, I cannct help being deeply

1

Illtl.uppointtd that ¥r. Molotov apparently does not plan to attend. Recalling r-:
the friendly and fruitful cosperstion at Yalta between Ur. Molotov, ll‘-.“ﬂ' L1
and Mr. Stettinius, I krnow the Secretary of State has been locking forward to H
Q contimiing the joinot work in the nuuiplrit- at San Francisco for the eventual ﬁrll

realization of our mutual goal, the establishment of an effective internatiomal

i

l

{

*_

i

l

|

!

' organization to insure a secure and peaceful future for the world,

1 lhbmtthlprnmlot!r.mnmmwmnﬂl‘hﬁpﬂﬂdufl

I- very great asset. If his pressing and heavy responsibllities in the Soviet

i Unlon make it impossible for him to stay for the entire Conference, I wery

i ch hope that you will find it possible to let him come at least for the wital

! E““""" sesnlons. Since all sponsoring powsra and the majority of other countries

1 attending will be represented by their Ministers of Forelgn Affairs, I am afraid
that Wr. Molotov's sbsence will be construed all over the world as a lack of

! ,mu-utaHnmth-p-nuruum-twummmmlm

! of this Conference.

ROOSEVELT
Relesased from the White House Map Boom &‘iﬂ‘
2500202 March 19451

i mm&m JR. ~’M: 250630
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| Jsbaspedor Orogko has just informed the State Department of

the compesiticn of the Soviet delegatlon to the San Francises !
Confarence. Thile we have the highest respsct lor Asbassador L1
Oromyko's sharscter and capshilities and know that he would sbly }

l represent his gountry, I cannct help belng deeply disappointed 1
l thet Kr, Kolotoy apparestly doss not plan te attend. Hecalling .
the friendly snd fruftful csopersticn st Yalta belwsen kr. Melotew, H
Mr. Dden, and ir, Stettinius, T koow the Secretary of State has

been locking ferward to cootimuing the jslnt work in the ssas

it o -

apirit al San Francisco for the eventusl realizstion of our sutual
goal, the estsblishsert of an effective international erganizstion
to lpsurs & secure and pesceful future for the morld,

P P A e T

Without the presence of Ur, Molotoy the Confersnce will be
deprived of n vary grest ssset. If his pranaing and heavy responal=
pllitiss in the Soviet Union make it impossible for him to stay for

th-mmm-em,lmuhmmmﬂnmnmdu-
to let his goms st lesast for the vital opsning ssssiona. Since all
sponsoring powsrs and the aajority of other countries attending will
be represenied by their Kinisters of Forelgn Affairs, I as afreld
that Ur, Eolotov's absesce will be construsd all ever the world as

a lack of comparsble intersst oo the part of the Soviet Oovernmest
in the grest cbjectives of this Conference, !

1
"
.5
!
!
1

f?#-h--—-“-'
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FROM: OPNAaV
T0 : ALUSNA, MOSCOW 3119432 NCR _F720

NueER 217, N AND PERSONAL, FROM THE PRESIDENT FOR MARSHAL
STALIN.

It seems to me in the exchange of messages we have had on possible
future negotiztions with the Germans for surrender of their forces in Italy,
that although both of us are in agreement on all the basic principles, the
matter now stands in an atmosphere of regretable apprehension and mistrust.

No negotiations for surrender have been entered into, and if there
should be any negotiations they will be conducted at Caserta with your repre-
sentatives present throughout. Although tjlt attempt at Bern to arrange for
the conduct of these negotiations has so far been fruitless, Marshal Alex-
ander has been directed %o keep you informed of his progress in this matter.

I must repeat that the meeting in Bern was for the single purpose of
arranging contact with competent German military officers and not for nege-
tiations of any kind. '

There is no gquestion of negotiating with the Germans in any way which
would permit them to transfer elsewhere forces from the Italian front.
Negotiztions, if any are conducted, will be on the basls of unconditional
surrender. With regard to the lack of Allied offensive opersticns in Italy,
this condition has in mo way resulted from any expectation of an agreement
with the Germans. As a matter of fact, recent interruption of offensive
operations in Italy has been due primarily to the rocent trensfer of Allied
forces, British and Canadian divisions, from that front to France. Prepara-
tions are now made for an offensive on the Italisn fromt about April 10th,

DECLASSIFIED
ale By Deputy Archivist of the U.8,

y ¥, J. Stovart DatelER 28 19/
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but while we hope for success, the operation will be of limited power due

to the lack of forces now available to Alexander. He has seventeen dependable

ﬂ divisicns and is opposed by twenty-four German divisions. We intend to do

everything within the capacity of our available resources to prevent any with-

drawal of the Germen forces now in Italy.
I feel that your infermation about the time of the movements of Germen
troops from Italy is in error. Our best information is that three German

divisions have left Italy since the first of the year, two of which have gone

TP ST ST ]

to the Eastern front. The last division of the three started moving about

February 25, more than two weeks before anybody heard of any possibility of a

surrender, It ls therefere clearly evident that the approach made by German

agents in Bern occurring after the last movement of troops began could not
. poasibly have had any effect on the movement.

This entire episode has arisen through the initistive of a Cerman
efficer reputed to be close to Himmler and there, of course, is a strong
poseibility that his sole purpose is to create suspicion and distrust between

the Allies. There is no reason why we should permit him to succeed in that
aim, I trust that the above categorical statement of the present situation
and of my intentions will allay the apprehensions which you espress in your

measage of March 29,

ROOSEVELT
Released from the White House Map Room at
2119432 March 1945, !
4 DECLASSIFIED
- , By Beputy Archivist of the U.8. :
| o Major, C.E. By V. J. Btewart Datd\PR 281972
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Firid THE PRESIDENT ™ MARSHAL STALIN
pealal or FILE WO, oo 3 uaren 1945
R kP hODE . Via
SUJLCT:
Jerman surrender negotiutiona.
S T

WCTIUN:

1. Answers STALLR-PRES 29 March 1945, which was sent to the President

at Warm Springs as MRE-UUT-305, 291220Z.

2, President's reply to Admiral Leahy, MR-IN-164, stated: "ie MR-OUT-
305. Please let me know if you consider reply necessary and if so pre-
pare and send draft for my approval.®

3. Admiral Leahy, with assistance of General Marshall, prepared reply.
Sent to the President as MR-OUT-313, 3115322,

4. President approved message in MR-IN-167, 31190LiZ; dispatched to
Moscow at 3119432,

5.
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FROM: OPHAY lﬂm
T0 : ALUSNA, MOSCOW

mm_unmmmrﬂﬂmmm
STALTN.

I cannot conceal from you the concern with which I view the development
of svents of mutual interest sinee cur fruitful meeting at Yalta. The decle-

ions we reached thers were good ones and have for the most part been welcomed
with enthusisss by the pecples of the world who saw in our abdlity to find &
common basls of understanding the best pledge for & secure and peaceful world
after this war. Preclsely because of the hopes and expectstions that thase
decisicns reimed, thelr fulfillment is being followed with the closest at-
0 tention. We have no right to let them be disappointed. So far there has

—— —

been & dlscouraging lack of progress made in the carrylng ouot, which the
world expects, of the political declslons which we reached at the Conference
particularly those relating to the Polish gquestion. I am frankly puzeled as i
to why this should be and must tell you that I do not fully understand in many
respects the apparent indifferent sttitude of your Government. Having under- j
stood each other so well at Yalta I am convinged that the three of us can and
will elear awsy any cbatacles which have developed since them. I intend,
therefore, in this zessage to lay before you with cosplets frankness the pro-
blem as I see it. !
Although T have in =ind prisarily the dlfficulties which the Poliash
negotistions have encountered, I must meke a brief mention of cur agreessnt
exhodied in the declaration on liberated Purcpe. I frankly cannot understand

® . | it 1]
DECLASSIPIED
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why the recent developments in Rusanis should be regarded as not falling
within the terms of thet agreement. I hops you will find time personally to
examine the correspondence between our Governments on this subject. )

However, the part of cur agreesents st Yalts which has arcused the
greatest popular interest and ie the most urgent relates to the Polish question.
You are sware of course that the Comsission which we set up has made no progress.
T feel this is due to the interpretation which your Government is placing upmn
the Crimssn declsions. In order thet there shall be no zmisunderstanding I set
forth below oy interpretation of the points of the agresment which are pertinent
to the difficulties encountered by the Commission in Moscow.

In the discussions that have taken place so far your Government sppears
to take the positlon that the new Polish Frovielonal Ooveinment of National
Unlty which we agreed should be formed should be little more than & contiruation
of the present Warsaw Jovernmant. I cannot reconcile this slther with. owr .
agreement or our discussions. While it is true that the Lublin Governmsnt is
to be reorgeniged and its members play a prominent role it 1s to be done in
such & fashion as to bring into being a new Government. This point is clearly
brought out in several places in the text of the agresment, I must make it
quite plain to you that any such solution which would result in a thinly de-
guised contirmusnce of the present Warsaw reglse would be unacceptabls snd would
cause the peoples of the United States to regard the Yalta agreesent as having
fadled. It is equally apparent that for the sase reason the Warsaw Government
cannot under the agreement claim the right to select or reject what Poles are
to be brought to Moscow by the Commission for consultation. Can we not agres
that it is up to the Commission to select the Polish lsaders to coma to Moscow
to conmult in the first instance and invitations be sent lw. Ir

By Deputy Archivist of the U.8.
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this could ba done I see no great objectlion to having the Lublin group come
first in order that they may be fully mequainted with the agreed interpretation
of the Talts declislons on this point. It ie of course understood that i the
Lublin group comes firet no arrangements would be made independently with

the= bafors the arrival of the other Polish leaders called for consultatiom.

In ordar to facilitate the sgreezant the Commission might firet of all selasct
& szall but representative group of Polish leaders who could suggest other
nases for the considerstion of the Comaission. We have not and woild not bar
or yeto any candidate for consultation which Mr. Molotov might propose bedng
confident that he would not suggest any Foles who would be inimical to the
intent of the Crimesn decision. I feel that it 1s not too =ich to ask that

my Azbassador be accorded the same confidence and that any candidate for cone
miltatica presented by any one of the Comsission be accepted by the others in
good faith, It ir obvious to me that 4f the right of the Commlssion to select
thege Poles is limited or shered with ths Warsaw Government the very foundation
en which our agreement rests would be destroyed. While the foregoing are the
imsadiate chatacles which in my opinion have preventsd tha Commission from
making any progreas in this wital matter there are two other suggestions which
were not in the agreesent but nevertheless have s very impertant bearing on the
result we all sesic. Nelther of these suggestiocns has been as yet accepted by
your Government. I refer to (1) that there should be the maxi=m of political
tranquility in Poland and that dissident groups should ceass any messures and
countermeasures againat each other. That we should respectively use our
influence to that end seeas to 3¢ 8o exinently reasonable, (2) It would also
seen entirely natural in view of the responsibilities placed upon thea by the
agreemant that representatives of the American and British mesbers of the Come
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mlssion should be perzitted to visit Poland. As you will recall Mr. ¥olotow
Mﬂﬂwltﬂﬁitﬁlﬂﬂﬂ:u!ﬂﬂ[ﬂﬁ:ﬂﬂldﬂﬂdmﬁﬂb—
sequently withdrew it.

I wish T eould convey to you how izportant it is for the successful
development of our progras of International collaboration that this Polish
Question be settled fairly and speedily. If this is not done all of the dif-
ﬂnultinlnddnngmhﬂ]indmibrﬂmﬂhldmllmhmhm‘
our declsion at the Crimea will face us in an even sore acute form. You are,
Imm,mmn;m;mhrumtuthdmh.hm
to carty cut any Governzent policy forelgn or domestic. The American people
make up their owmn =ind and no Governmental sction can change it. I mentiom
this fact because the last sentence of your message about Mr. Molotov's v
sttondance at San Frensisco made me wonder whether you give full weight to
this factor.

ROOUEVELT
Helensed from the White House Map
Hoom at OLOO24Z April, 1945.
Robert W. Bogue
Lt. U.5.H.R.
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I cannot conosal from you the comcerm with which I wiew the
development of evests of mutusl interest since ocur frultful mesting
ot Talta, The declsions we resched there wers good cnes and have
for the meat part bean welcosed with acthusisss by the peoples of
the world who saw in our ability to find & comson basis of undar=
standing the best pledge for a secure and peaceful world after this
war, Preclsaly becsuse of ths hopes and expectations thet these
decisions raised their fulfillment is being followed with the closest
attention. We have no right to let them be disappeinted, So far
thers has been & discouraging lack of progress mads in the carrying
out, which ths world axpects, of the political decisions which w
reached at the Conference particularly thoss relsting to the Polish
question. x-hmrmﬂduuwthMﬂm
tell you that I do not fully understand in many respects the apparent
indifferent sttitude of your Govermment, Having understood sach othar
so well at Talta I a= coovinced that the three of us can and will
clear smay any cbstacles which have developed sincs them. I imtend,
therefors, in this messags to lay befors you with scaplets franimsss
the problem as T ses 1%,

Athough I have in mind primarily the difficultiss whish the
Folish negotistions have encountered, I must maks a brisf mention of
our agresment eabodied in the declarstion on libersted Europs. I
frankly cannct undsretand why the recect developments in Bumanis
should be regarded as pot falling withis the terms of thet agresment.

Bepaty Archivist of the 0.8.
i APR 28 1972
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I hope you will find tize parsonally to emsaine the correspondsnoes
between cur Governcents on this subject.

Howsver, the part of our agressents st Yalta which has arcused
the grestest popular interest and 1s the most urgent relastes to the
Polish question, You are awnre of gourss that the Commission whish
we sot up has made 0o progress, I feel this is dus to the ioterpre=
tation which your Governmesat is placing upon the Crissan decisiona,
In order that thers shall be po misunderstanding I set forth balow
=y interpretation of the points of the agresssnt which are partisest
to the diffieulties snecustersd by the Comission in Moscow.

hmmmhmmummm
appsars to taks the position thet the new Polish Provisionsl Goveroment
of Nstional Unity whish we agresd should be formed should be little
more than a somtirmstion of the pressnt Warsaw Ooverrmant. I cannct
reconcils this sither with our agreessst or our dissussions, While
it is true that the Lublis Goveroment is to be reorganised and its
meshare play & prosinect role it is to be done in such & fashion s
to bring into being a new Governasnt. This point is elsarly brought
out in several places in the text of the sgressect. I must sake it
quite plain to you that any sush solution which would result in s
thinly disgulsed cootimuance of the presest Warsaw regise would be
unacosptable and would cause the pecple of the United States te
regard the Talts agresmect as heving fadled. It is equally apparent
that for the same resson the Warsaw Cevernsact esnndt usder Lhe
sgresmant claim the right to selsct or reject what Folss are to be

= =
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brought to Moscow by the Comaisaion for consultstion. Can we not
wmuuuummu-mmmm‘

to coms to Moscow to consult in the firet instanse and invitations be
1 sent out ascordingly, If this could be done I ses no grest objection
to huving the Lublin group ccas first in order that they may be fully
soquainted with the agreed interpretation of the Yalta declsions on

this point. nuummmummm'
mtﬂumﬂlmhhmmmmm /
the arrival of the other Polish leaders called for consultaticn, I
order to facilitate the agresment the Comaission kight firet of all
select & amall but representastive group of Polish leaders who could
suggest other nmmes for the conslderatiom of the Comission, We have
not and would not bar or weto any candidats for consultstion which

Mr, Molotov might proposs being confident that he would not suggest

any Poles who would be inimical to the intest of the Crimsan decisiea..
I feel that it is not too much to ask that my Asbassador be ascorded
the same confidence and that any candidate for consultation presscted
by any cne of the Comxlssion be sccepted by the others in good fadth.
It is obvious to me that if the right of the Camlssion to select thess Poles
1s limited or shared with the Warsaw Oovernment the very foundsatiom om
which cur sgresment rests would be destroyed, While the foregoing are
the immsdiste obetacles which in my epinion have preverted the Commissica
from making amy progress in this vital mstter thers are two other
suggestions which wers not in the agreement but neverthalsss have & very
important bearing on the result we all sesk. HNelther of these suggestions
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has besn as yet mccepted by your Governmest, I refar to (1) that
thers should be the marimm of political trangaility in Poland and
that dissident groups should csase any Esssures and countsrmsarures
agalnst each other. Thet we should respsctively use ocur influsnce
to that end seemn to me 8o e=inently reasccable, (2) It would alse
sesn entirely netural in view of the responsibdlities placed wpem
thea by the sgreement that repressntetives of the Americsn and British
members of the Commission should be permitted to visit Poland. As
you will recall ¥r, Molotor himself suggested this st an sarly mesting
of the Comission and only subssquently withdrew it,

I wish I could coovey to you how important it is for the suscoesaful
developmant of our program of internstional collsborstion that this
Polish questicn be settled fairly and spesdily, If this is not done
all of the difficultiess and dangers to Allied unity which we had so
mush in mind in resching cur decision &t the Crimss will face us in
sn even more asute form. You are, I &m sure, sware thet gesmine
popular support in the United States is required to carry out any
Governsent policy forelgn or domestic. The Amsrlcan psopls maks up
their own mind and no Governmental astion can changs it. I mection
this fact becanse the last sentence of your msssage about Mr. Mclotov's
sttendance at San Francisco mads me wooder shether you give full wedght
to this faster.
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« Presldent referred this message to Adm
302UBE) for whatever action he desmed
ed

COFIES Tz DaThe EY LUIhECTION OF:

EATRACT: 210 ISTERNATIONAL SECURITY ORGANIZATION

052 POLI-H-FUSSTAN FELATIONS] 051 ROUMANTA; 210 INTERNATLONAL SECURITY

> CEQMNIZATION,

—— —
.




i~y

e e e |

=
(o) e
baid i
FRO: OPNAV
0 1 s MOSSOOW mﬂmﬂ

ALDSHA
e 222, Pessosas avo WD, rrou me prestome Yor wARSHAL
STALIN,

I have recelved with mstonishment your message of April 3 containdng

an allegation that arrangements which wers mads betwesn Flsld Marshals

Mexander and Kesselring at Bemn, "parmitted the Anglo-Aserican trocps to
advance to the East and the Angle-Americans proamised in return to esss for .
tha Dermans the peace terms."
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In sy previcus messages to you in regard to the attempts mads in Bern
to arrange & conference to discuss & sorrender of the Oerman Arsy in Ttaly,
[« T have told you that,

{1) ¥e negotisticns were held in Bernj

(2) That the meeting had no political isplicstions whatever;

(3) That in any surrender of the enmsy army in Italy thers could 2
be no vialation of our sgreed principls of wnconditionsl surrender; '

(&) That Boviet officers would be welcomed at eny meeting that
might be arranged to discuss surrender.

For the advantage of our comson war effort against Germany, which
today glves excellent promlse of an early success in & dleintegration of the
German ar=ies, ] must continue to sssume that you have the sase high con-
fidence in oy truthfulness and rellabllity that I have always hud is yours.

1 have alse & full apprecistion of the sffect your gallant arsy has
had in maldng possible a crossing of the Fhine by the forces under Cemeral
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Eisenhower and the effect that your forces will have herealfter on the
eventual collapee of the German rn;htmca to our combined attacks.

I have complete confidence in General Elsenhower snd know that hl !
certainly would mm =0 before eatering into any agreement with the Germana.
He is instructed to demand and will desand unconditional surrender of enemy
troops thet may be defeated on his front. Our advences on the Western Front
are dus to military action. Their speed has been attributable mainly to the
terrific impact of our alr power resulting in destruction of German commm—
icaticns, and to the fact that Eisenhower was able to cripple the tulk of the
Germun Forces on the Western front while they were still West of the Ehine.

I am certain that there were no negotiations in Bern at any time, and
I feel that your informstion to that effect must have come from German sources
which have made persistent efforts to create dissention between us in order
to escape in some meamire for responsibility for their war crimes. If that
was Wolff's purpose in Bern your message proves that he has had some success.

Kith .l confidence in your belief in my personal reliabllity and in =y
determination to bring about together with you an unconditional surrender of
the Nagis, it is astonishing that a beliel Beens to have reached the Soviet
u-n\'trnn_-:t thet I have entered into an agreement with the enemy without
first obtaining your full agreement.

Finally I would sey this, it would be cne of the grest tragedies of
history if at the very moment of the victory, now within cur grasp, much
distrust, sach lack of falth should prejudice the entire undertsicing after
the coloasal losses of 1life, materlel and treasurs invelved.

Prankly I cannct avold a feeling of bitter resentment toward your
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informers, whoever they are, for such vile mlsrspresentaticns of my
sctionn or thoss of my trusted subordinates,
BO0snELT

By Deputy Avchiviat of the U.S.
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FROA THE PRESIDENT TO MARSHEL STALIN '

i 3 NO. 3 |

|- R e #222, 4 April 1945 -:

- !

i |

: 1 TOR WP hOOM - : Via ;

i; ‘ SUBJECT: :

j German surrender negotiations. i

2| =l 3 !

!f ACTTON: 1
: 1. jnswers STaLIN-PRES 3 Apr 45, which was sent to the President

at nmarm Springs and referred by the President to Admiral Leahy, to
Ptake the necessary steps for the preparation of an immediate reply."

2. Admiral Leahy referrad to General Uarshall on 4 April 1945 by
memo stating: "Please give me a memorandum upon which I can base
a reply and can inform the President that you have been consulted.®

3. Draft reply prepared in Genersl Marshall's office; Admiral Leahy
revised the draft; sent to the President for his approval as MR-OUT-
344, 0416252, In this message, Admiral Leahy asked the President's
permission to send ecoples of Stalin's message of 3 April and the
President's reply to Frime Minister Churchill and Arbassador Har-
riman for their information.

4. Rresident's reply to Admiral Leahy, ME-IN-176, 0419152, stated:
"lr WR-0UT-344. Approved for transmission including repeating to
Harriman and Churchill the interchange of messages.”

5. Message to Stalin dispatched 042017Z as attached #222. Wessages
quoted to Prime Minister Churchill in PRES §734, 4 Apr L5; Stalin's
message of 3 Apr 45 quoted to Ambassador Harriman as PRES §223, §
2 STALIN

- Answered by STALIN-PHES, 7 Apr LS.
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To 1 Alusna,Moscow Dpengz,wer 737
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wuses 229, PrrsosaL A0 D roou miE prestone voR
MARSHAL STALIN.

Thark you for your frank explanation of the Soviet point of
view of the Bern incident which now appears to have faded into the
past without having accomplished any useful parpose.

" There must mot , in any event, be mutual distrust and minor
simunderstandings of this charscter should oot arise in the future.
I feel sure that when our armies make contact in Germarmy and join in
a fully coordinated offensive the NMaszi Armies will disintegrate.

BOOSEVELT

Relsassd from the White Houss
Map Room st I0221%,April, 1945
f

HENRT W. PUTMAM,
Major, A.C. [
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¥RCW  THE PHESIDENT

0 MAHSHAL STALIN

ﬁfi’d'}:’dﬂ or ‘PIL'.'.: NO.

#229, 11 April 1945

TUR P hOOH

SUBJECT:

Via Havy Code Room

German surrender negotistions.

ACTICH:
1.

— = - =

#nswers STALIN-FRES 7 April 1945, which was sent to the President
&t Warm Springs as MR-OUT=-377, 9 Apr 45.

2. President, in his MAE-TIL-189, 9 Apr 45, referred the message to

Admiral Leahy with following comment: "Re ME-OUT-

necessary unless you or General Marshall went to make reply.”
3. Ser memo from Admirsl Brown to Admiral Leshy, 9 Apr 45, with
sugzqa“d reply to MeErshal Stalin. This suggested reply was not used.
“aply, drafted by Admiral Leahy; sent to the President at Wam

. 1 think no reply

B

bpri.'np for his approval as MHE-OUT-L02, 11 Apr 4i5.

5, (See PU-PRES §#540 lmi #9341, transmitting Stalin's ug to Churehill
on this subject).

&, MH-OUT-402 approved b;f the President in MR-IN-£02 (1116102). In
MA-OUT-L02, Admiral Leahy had alsc asked permission to send to Churchill
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a copy of the Preaident's reply to Stalin, for Churchill's information
and as an mnswer to Churchill's #940.

7. figply sent to Stalin at 1202217 as attached F229; quoted to Chur-
chill as PRES-FM #741, 11 Apr 45 (120059Z).

8. See HARRIMAN-PRES 121031, 12 Apr 45, concermning d.-.‘liﬂr;r of PRES-

STALIN #229, and suggested changes in the message.
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