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8 IIU'dl 1945 

nn.: Oi.IAY ~ , 17/f z ...-c.te. o.J 71 J.. • 

'fO : J.JJJ ........ ' ~ 

HIJ.WU <07, PIJlllOII.J. MD '!'llf.- , FAO:l Ti!ll PN;;.Itf:IT ;·oh •....l!..S

SAI.Oii iW!IcLWI. 

t.n.n.e!er of entiat" W\4 deRf01eN tro:a the UnitAd .;,t.&.tes ei&V7 t.o the ~1& 

Navy, I have hact t.he pou1bWty o! eompl.J1n& wl.Ul \.he ~et r~uut thoro~ly 

in.ve:rt.i,gt.tcd wlth t..he following result. 

There is not at the present. ti:De t.ny atatut.ory autnority tor t.ho »alt 

ot veuela or t ·ho United ~t.&t.ca Navy. 

\fe are prepe.red, •• aoo.'l as det.idled arrtncem.ent.a c.-.n be eo::~plet.ed, to 

{ 'aUitJl to t.he :;od,et,. ti&VJ t.110 li.ght. cru1eera aiallar Lo the ·u.s • .s • ...U.U.J.lUU.. 

,.. 
I 

'"•r t.bo .s..ae &M"t.ft&"'""llte1t. t.br..l n..s followed 1n tbe C..H ot the .l.l&...AJAH •• 

ln view O( a. re-O~ or the Cer:!1tn aub:s.t.rine ICthrJ.ty \!hich ._7 1nte,_ 

!ere aerioud,y •1th -.app]J routes fl"'!!l the U. S. to F:urop.e, it ia not. 

practicsbl~ at the !)f'eU:nt. tioe to t Lke any ot our dest.royer:s atr~y tro.11. Lht 

service upon "'111.ch they arc eng<o.6ed. 

1·he later tra.nater o! cenroyera rlll c!epend upon t.he f\lture c® rse oC 

the • • r ~.nd upon tVMt.e ..-bleb C&l\nOt. now be torueen. "'t. t.hi;e t.i::De .c.. Ul'lful 

aWdy sholoia t.hat tWJ7 dtnroyer ~t. •e hl.vt la now .n&t.t.ed in esa.ent.bl • ar 

Thie, •dth tht proposal for ~e poet W&r l&le of ~rican ri11.val Vltllell, 

1e a matter tor 1\at.urt eon:J1c!er-&tion; and the ,.le of Amoriew'l :Javal veutla 

DZCL!Sti FILD 
'117 DQ:puty !.u:cllil'!ot ct tbll U.S. 

~4J.:Mtt 111 v. J. 6to•""t toto MAR 919lZ 
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0 ' ' .. .. ... .. • 
i a conUI\&tll)t. upon ob\.a.1n.1.n.c at.at.ut.ory aut.norlt.1 t'roa the Cong••• MUch 

• • •tu.ll etidNvor t.o obUJ.n at. • lattr moro pl"'Oaldng t.ille . 

In order U\at. delin17 of these t.'IIO ahipa ,sey be o~-edit.ed, pleaae 

i.nto111 • u t.o \he eullut. d..tA wbm t.hey C&l'l be acceopt.«! &nd tne port.. 

1n whleh dolinry h duired. 

J. j ... 'flr.:..t, Jh. , 
Caa:aanc.~r. U • .>.$>1. 

DICIJ.Slrn:D 
"" hpatJ Arcbhi1t Of 'l» O.S. 

111 !:. ; , 8\ twol't Da\o MAR 9 1972 
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1945 

RtPlJ1na to your meaaage o~ 22 February transmitting 
a req_uest tor a tranater or crulsora and deatroyora troa tho 
Unitod Stat .. Navy to th& <loviet navy, X have had tha 
poaa1b1l1ty or complying with tho Soviet request thoroul!hly 
investigated with tho following rooult . 

Thoro 1a not at tho presont time any statutorr authority 
tbr t he sa le or vessels ot t ho Un1 tod Stc tes t:avy. 

wo are prepared, as aoon • • dota1lod arrangoconta can be 
oomplotod , to ooa1gn to t ho Soviet Navy two light cruiaors 
:s1r.:~1lar to t he u . ~ . s. MILi'/A~ undor tho some arran.gomo nt 
that waa followed 1n the case ot tho U:IfJiA~ . 

In view or a r onowal ot tho Corman aub~•r ino aet1N1ty 
which aay interfere seriously with supply routes from the 
u. S . to EUrope , it 11 not proct1cablo at tho pro aont t ico 
to take any ot our destroyers away troo the aeM•ice upon which 
t hey are ensagocS . 

Tho later transfer or doa troyora will dopond upon the fUturo 
course or the war and upon events which cannot now be tbr oaoen . 
At th1a timo a careful study ahowa that evory destroyer t~t we 
have 11 now engaged ln oscont ia l war work . 

This , w1tb the proposal for tho poet war sa.lo or A."nl&r1ca:m 
Naval voacols, 1a o mGtter Cor future conlidor•t1on; and the sale 
or Anorlc:an Unvol veaoals is contingent upon obtoini.ng s ta tutory 
•~thor1ty from t ho consre aa which we shell endeavor t~ obtain 
a t e later MOre pronJa!ng tine . DZCL.lSSiriD 

17 neputy Arob1•1•t or tbo u.s 
•r • .. J. suwart Cato..l-'t·?a 
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In order that dtli•ery ot theee t wo 1h1pa 

aay be oxpecUtod, pleeto 1.1t'bMft mo aa to the earlieat 

4ato Whon tboy can be accepted and tho porta i n whieh 

4el1very it deo1rod . 

DtCLASIIFt!D 
BJ Deput7 Archhht of 1bo o.s. 
, '· •· sto-~ Da~• MAR 919n 
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27 February 1945 

hao: OpnaY 

To Alue_ne. , Uoeoow 

IIIIIIBER 204, §'P .$iC&J AND HI!SOIIAL YROII '1m 
PR!SIDJ!:NT lOR ALIBASSADOR IIARllniAN. 

TOIIl' CIOU480 150850, ldwiD 41od aboard alllp OD 

20 Februarr. I am sorry tbet aeourity prevented 
earlier reply to your inquiry. 

ROOSIVEL'l' 

Released from tba White House !Jep l!oam et 2718)12, Februery 1945· 

R. B. IIYERS , 
Lieutenant, USNR , 

D!CLASSirro 
ll7 De}Uty Arohivlot ot lho u.s. 

157 !!, J, &tn vt Dote MAR 9 19n 
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