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!- DEFERRED
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CHECK BELON 49
PAGE TWO OF TWO 1418f¢z NCR 5914 17
Originator till in DATE AND TIME GROUP (se 6, . T.) 2
OF QUTCDING DISPATCEES FLEASE LEAYE &BOUT ONE INCH CLEAR SPACL DEFOFL BEGIWM |G TERT E
21
IT IS CLEAR HOWEVER, THAT THE FIRST STEP I8 TO .
ATTEMPT TO END MUTUAL RECRIMINATIONS WITH THE INITIATIVE o
Hl
COMING FROM ROME. ED INTERVIEWED THE TWO COMMISSARS ON o
RELIGION AND STRUCK UP QUITE A FRIENDSHIP WITH THE MAYORS =
OF UOSCOW AND LENINGRAD. HE VISITED SCHOOLS, NURSERIES,
HOSPITALS, FACTORIES, CLUBS, ETG. HE HAS BECOME AN EXPERT o
ON THE BALLET, SOVIET POLITICAL ORGANIZATION, AND RUSSIAN
CULTURE. HE HAD A MOST INTERESTING TIME AND LEAVES WITH, o
| FEEL, AN EXTRAORDINARILY BALANCED GRASP OF SOVIET LIFE o
AND OUR PROBLEMS OF DEALING WITH THE SOVIETS. =
| ENJOYED HAVING HIM AS A GUEST AND AM SORRY TO SEE =
44
HIM LEAVE. ALL IN ALL | FEEL HIS VISIT WAS MOST USEFUL. b
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: __PAGE ONE OF THREE 225811 NCR 8427 w |l
3 Originator till in DATE AND TIME G GROUP _Mi__T__qu |8
' O DUTCOING DISFATCHES PLLASE LEAVE ABOUT ONE INCH CLEAR i SPACE GETORE BEGINRING TEXT ::
_ 22
PERSONAL AND defF=tmswiel FCR THE PRESIDENT FROV HARR IMAN, 23
24
25
( MOLOTOY ASKED ME TO CALL LAST NIGHT TO DISCUSS STETTIMNIUS L6
\ REPLY SENT TO HIM AT YOUR DIRECTION CONCERMNING THE RUSSIAN 27
28
REQUEST FOR THE TRAMSFER OF CRUISERS AMD DESTROYERS FROM bt
THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE SOVIET MAVY. IN THIS DIs-~ a0
a1
CUSSION IT DEVELOPED THAT EITHER HE HAD NOT MADE CLEAR TO 3z
STETTINIUS MARSHAL STALIN'S REQUEST OR IN THE EANTIME THE a3
M
REQUEST HAD EETN ALTERED. AT ALL EVENTS MOLOTY NOW STATES a5
THAT MARSHAL STALIN DID HOT FIND OCCASION AT Y.LTA TO MAKE a6
a7
THE FOLLOWIiNS REQUESTS O YOU: a8
’ a9
1. THAT 2 OR 3 UNITED STATES CRUISERS AND 10 TO 12 DES- 40 '-
TROYERS BE SOLI) PRCMPTLY TO THE RED MAVY FOR FUTURE OPERATION 41
az
AGAINST THE JAPAMESE. ‘ 43
2. THAT AFTER THE WAR A SIMILAR NUMBER AM: CHAPACTER OF 44
SHIPS BE SOLD DY THE UNITED STATES TO THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT. 45
46
§ HE STATED THAT HE CONSIDERED THESE REQUESTS WERE A MATTER 47
WHICH SHOULD BE DEALT WITH BETWEEM THE TWO GOVERNMENTS AND 48
40
Wo. | ADMIRAL. No. 2 FILE. No. 3F-1 OR CHARTROOM. No. 4 SRECIAL. 50
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L (] ExT. ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE
ASTERISE (*) WAl ADDRESSEE g
Fiom ____ M, MARRIMAN 000 | FRIGRITY £
a
RELEASED BY ; U‘I:iw!;::“ .
2 THE PRESIDENT RQ 5
MTE__ 22 FEB. 1945, - BASEGHAM  ©
. s 3
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DECOOED &Y s el
PARAPHRASED CHECKED E EOUTINE 1
By BY - e PDEFERRED 1z
[Tk = 13
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Origimator till in DATE AMD TIME GROUP (Use G, C. T-}_m
ON QUTGOING DISPATCHES PLTASE LEAVE ASOUT OKE IMCH CILEAR SPACE BEFORE BEGINNING TEXT 3:'
1
X s 22
i THEREFCRE DID NOT REQUIRE DISCUSSION BETWEEN THE NAVAL 21
A AUTHORITIES. 1§ EXPLAIMNED TO HIM ADMIRAL OLSEN HAD BEEN o
' a5
i { . AUTHORIZED BY ADMIRAL KING TO DISCUSS WITH THE SOVIET MAVAL ua
AUTHORITIES THE COOPERATION OF THE UNITED STATES NAVY WITH ¥
' o
SOVIET OPERATIONS IM THE FAR EAST AMD THAT ADM{RAL KINZ HAD o0
INDICATED WILLINGNESS TO EXFLORE FULLY AMY REOLESTS THAT THE a0

SOVIET STAFF WISHED TO PUT FORWARD (N THIS COMNECTION, |1 EX- 2z
PLAIKED FURTHER THAT | UMDERSTOCD THAT SHIPS OF THE TYPES RE- a3

CUESTED ABOVE WERE CURRENTLY BEIMG USED TC FULL ADVANTAGE a4
AGAINST THE JAFANESE OR [N THE WAR AGAINST GERMANY AND THAT | an

v THOUGHT IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO JUSTIFY TARKING SHIFS OUT OF as

ACTION NOW TO TURN THEM OVER TO THE SOVIETS TO TRAIN THEIR ap
40
CREWS FOR USE AT A LATER DATE., MOLOTOV REPLIED THAT IT MWAS a1

NOT OF COURSE DESIRED THAT SHIPS SHOULD BE TAKEM OUT OF ACTION 42

41
AGAINST THE ENEMY BUT IT HAD EEEN MARSHAL STALIN'S UNDERSTAMD- 14

ING THAT WE WERE BUILDING A GREAT MANY DESTROYEZS AND 1T WAS 45

46
HIS HOPE THAT WE MIGHT FIMD A SURPLUS OF CRUISEIS AND DESTROY= 4
ERS WHICH COULD BE TURNZD OVER TO THE RED MAVY iN ORDER TO a8
A0
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L |
2
5 AUGMENT THEIR WEAK NAVAL FORCES IN THE EAST. JE ADDED THAT o) {
THE QUESTION OF COOPERATION ON THE PART OF THE U.S. NAVY 28 .
" WITH THE RUSSIAN CPERATIONS WAS A SEPARATE QUESTION WHICH > '
SHOULD OF COURZE BE DEALT WITH BY THE NAVAL STAFFS. HE o8

COMMENTED FURTHER THAT MILITARY GPERATIONS WER® NOT INVOLVED =
IN THE PROPOSED POST WAR FURCHASE OF SHIPS, ALL IN ALL | GAINED

THE IMPRESSIC FROM OUR CONYERSATION THAT THE RUSSIANS ARE .
ASKING FOR THESE SHiPS HAVING IN MIND THE BUILDING UP OF THEIR

POST WAR NAVY RATHER THAN CONSIDERATIONS CF THIIR PLAﬂE FOR :
OPERATION AGA[I!'ST THZ JAPANESE. ADMIRAL CLSEN HAS REPCRTED

R

TO ADMIRAL KiNG THAT FROM HIS OWN OBSERVATIONS AND FROM THOSE  2°

OF OTHER U.S, MAVAL OFFICERS HERE OF THE RUSSI/M OPERATIONS 4

OF OUR SHIPS ALREADY TURNED OVER TO THE RED MAVY THE RUSSIANS 1!

ARE NOT COMPETENT TO USE EFFECTIVELY SHIFS OF THE CHARACTER 4;

= - . 44

REQUESTED WITHIN A REASOABLE TIME. oo o i : G

Btate Dept. letter, 1-11-78 46
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(PERSONAL AND -9E@ME% FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM HARRIMAN)

21

22

23
L4
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-

25.
of

GEN. DEANE TELLS ME THAT MARSHAL STALIN MADE A GREAT POINT TO &7
TEDDER THAT THE EARLY LAUNCHING OF THE RUSSIAN OFFENSIVE IN POLAND =%

o8

WAS A DIRECT RESULT OF YOUR COMMUNICATION ASKING HIM TO SEE GENERAL 3

EISENHOWER'S REPRESENTATIVE AND A SUBSEQUENT CABLE FROM THE PRIME

a1
az
a3

MINISTER INQUIRING IF THE RUSSIANS WERE PLANNING AN OFFENSIVE. T
STALIN INTERPRETED THESE CABLES TO INDICATE A DESIRE OF BOTH OF YOU as

28

FOR EARLY ACTION ON HIS PART. THEREFORE IN SPITE OF THE CONTINUED 37
BAD WEATHER WHICH REDUCED THE VALUE OF THE RUSSIAN MOBILITY AND AIR 38

SUPERIORITY THE OFFENSIVE HAD BEEN LAUNCHED BEFORE THEY WOULD HAVE

a8
40

OTHERWISE DONE SO. HIGH RANKING RED ARMY GROUND AND AIR OFFICERS 4

ALSO STRESSED THIS IN OTHER CONVERSATIONS.

43
44
45

| AM EMPHASIZING TO YOU THIS PART OF THE CGH‘»‘EHSATIDN-AS YOu "
MAY WISH TO RECOGNIZE AND EXPRESS TO STALIN YOUR APPRECIATION OF i
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NUMBER: 1217352 Date: 12 Jan 45.

From:  JBASSADOR HARRILAN To:  THE PRESIDENT
ARGOHAUT UEETING.

FILED: uH 210 ARGOWAUT
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NUMBER: 1116152 Date: 11 Jan 45

M ; Index number
INDEX SHEET
NUMBER: 1116252 . : Date: 11 Jan 1345
- o— AMBASSADOR HARRILAR To: THE PRLSILENT

ARGON AT MEETING.

FILED: MR 210 ARGOHAUT
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AIBASSADOR HARRLGAA

ARGONAUT UEETING.

MR 210 ARGONAUT

INDEX SHEET

To:  THE PAESIDENT

INDEX SHEET

Date: 11 Jan 1945

Te: THE PRESIDENT
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German surrender negotiations at Berne,
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INDEX SHEET

- Dats: 10 April 1945

¥rom: THE PHESLUMNT To: MEBASSAD0R HARATMAN
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POLAND

OHIGIKAL: MH 052 POLISH-RUSSLAN EELATIURS.

W, D, & . O, Form No. 0823
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Date: . 4 April 1945
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NUMBER 207, PERSOAL w0 TOFTEEESR, FiOx THE PRESICENT FOR AiBas-
SALOR HiRRLadar .
Replying to your message of 22 Februiry trensmitting & recuest for a
transfer of cruisers snd destroyers from the United States Havy to the Soviet
Havy, I have had the possibility of complying with the Soviet recuest thoroughly
investigited with the following result.
There is not at the present time any statutory authority for the sale
of vesasels of the United States Havy.
We are prepared, &5 soon &3 detailed arrengements ean be completed, to
( ‘assign to the Soviet Havy two light crulsers similar to the U.S.5. dILniUKEE
under the seme arrangement that was followed in the cese of the dliislaEE.
i view of & renewal of the Germen submarine activity which may inter-
fere seriously with supply routes from the U. 5. to Furope, it is not
’ practicsble at the cresent time to teke any of our destroyers away from the
f service upon which they ere engaged.
The later transfer of destroyers will depend upon the future course of
the wer and upon events which cannot now be foreseen. At this time & careful
study shows that every destroyer thet we have is now gngeged in essenticl war

WOTK «

Tkl

This, with the proposel for the post war sale of American daval vessels;

is & matter for future consideration; and the sale of American Havel vessels

Aacami e

- ) DECLASSIFIED
f Iy Dovuty Archiviot of tha U.8.

E TTRS, By . J. Gtescrt Date MAR g 972
] ‘
s - ey !



is contingent upon obtaining statutory suthority from the Congress which
we shall endesvor to obtaln at o later more prosieing times,

In order that delivery of these two ships mey be expedited, please
inform me as to the sarliest dute when they can be accepted and the ports
in which delivery is desired.

ROOGEVELT
i
i
| Relessed from the White House Map Room
at ufrmz darch 1945.
Ju he TYREE, Jh.,
Commander, U.o.h.
DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archiviet of tha 0.8,
| By ¥. 7. stowart Date_IMAR 91972
{
1
I
)




# 29
i March ﬁ: 1945

FRESIDENT TO HARRIMAN:

Replylng to your message of 2o February transmitting
8 request for a transfer of crulsers and destroyers from ths
United States Navy to the sSoviet Havy, I have had the
Possibility of complying with the Soviet request thoroughly
investigated with the following result,

There is not at the pPresent time any statutory authority
for the sale of vessels of the United States Havy.

We are prepared, as soon as detalled arrangements can be
ecompleted, to asaign to the Soviet Navy two light crulssrs
similar to the U.5.3. MILWAUKEE under the same arrangement

. that was followed in the case of tha MILWAUKEE.

In view of a renewal of the Cerman submarine activity
which may interfere seriously with supply routes from the
U. 8. to Europe, 1t is not practicable at the present time
to take any of ocur deatroyers BEway from the service upon which
they are engaged.

The later tranafer ofr destroyers will depend upon the future
course of the war and upon events which cannct now be foresesn,
At this time a careful atudy shows that every duatrﬁyar that we
have is now engeged in essential war work.,

This, with the proposal for the post war sale of fmerican
Naval veasels, 1s n matter for futuru conslderation; and the aale
of American Waval vessels 1is contingent upon ebtalning statutory

authority from the Congress which we shall endeavoer to cbtain

DECLASSIFIED

at 8 later more promising time, By Deputy Archiviat o tha 0.3

b i v

: ' By ¥..J. Stewart Date 3-9- = i
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"
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In order that delivery of these two shipa
may be expedited, please l.aform me as to the sarliest
date when they can be asccepted and the ports in which
delivery is desired.

/Z-W

DECLASEIFIED
Ey Deputy Archivist of the U.5.

By ¥. Jd. Btewart M“Mm
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WW © 27 February 1945
==

From: Opnav
To : uhm, Mosoow

NUMBER 204. [TOF BECIEP AND PERSONAL FROM THE
PRESIDENT FOR AMBASSADOR HARHIMAN,

‘ Your message 150850, Edwin died aboard ship on
20 February. I am sorry thet security prevented
earlier reply to your inquiry.

ROOSEVELT

HReleased from the White House Map Hoom
at 271831Z, Februery 194L5.

R. H. MYERS,
Lieutenant, USHR,

DECLASSIFIED
Ey Deputy Arckivigt of the 0.5.

By ¥. J. Btemart Date_MAR 91972

m&i: 27:.‘!44-; %

272002, yer Sovy j
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ARGOHAUT meeting in Elack Sea.
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