


18 December 1944

ME-QUT-633

FOR THE PHESIDENT FROM ADMIRAL EROWN,
Western Front

SHAEF estimates that the fierce enemy counter offensive was designed to re-
lieve Allied pressure in the critical Cologne and Saar areas and to spoil opening
of expected further Allied offensives. The German attacks are taking place in a
60-mile sector which had been inactive for several months.

Four refitted Panzer Divisions and nine Infantry [Hvisions have so far been
contacted in the attack area. SHAEF believes enemy offensive to be "final effart®
based on captured orders and enemy propaganda, but enemy's ultimate intention is
not yet known. In order to mount these attacks, enemy has refrained from sending
necessary infantry replecements to Cologne and Saar battles, and has committed
& large proportion of his best reserves of armor. This pives his present opera-
tion the character of a gamble.

The enemy employed several parachute sabotage groups totalling about 1,600
men.

Brunt of the enemy attack ;;i‘n porne by four U.S5. divisions of First Army --
hth, 28th, 106th, and 9th Ja.mnreq;l- ‘Fléments of these divisions have been overrun

and cut off. i

Philippines '

The carrier escort force which supported the Bparat.ion against Mindoro re-
ports they made Bl sure kills with 25 additional plnnes,hmged at a loss of one
Navy bomber and one pilot. Seﬁhn other planes were operational casualties but no

|

additional personnel lost.

Agmiral Halsey reports that he lost 20 planes and 23 personnel in combat plus




51 planes lost operationally curing the period in which his Task Force destroyed
269 planes, damagea 192 planes, sank & transport, three oilers, 10 freighters, 14
mmall veasels and damaged 4 destroyers, 2 destroyer escorts, 10 freighters and 50
mall vessels. The damage inflicted on the enemy has been reported in part
previously.
Indo-Ching

The ISE, the HYUGA, two cruisers and two destroyers were sighted at Cap St.
Jacques. This force has moved south from Camranh Bay. It may possibly move to
Tizard Bank in the middle of the South China Sea.

Pacific Submarines

The submarine FINBACK sank a freighter on the léth.
B29's
Twentieth Air Force reports no B-29's were lost on either Hankow or Nagoya

missions reported in this morning's news:
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18 December 1944

ME-0UT-682

FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM AIMIRAL BHOWN.
Pacifie nes

The submarine ALBACORE and the sub SCAMP are overdue and must be presumed
lost.

The submarine FLOUNDER sank a German sub and damaged a 5,000-ton freighter
in the Java Sea.

The submarine PADDLF sank two freighters off the northwest coast of Borneo
for a total of 9,500 tons.
Philippines

Admiral Halsey reports that a bad storm has prevented refueling carrier
groups. There will be no strikes on Luzon in suppert of Mindoro for next two
and possibly three days. Final count for three days ending the 16th shows 270
Jap planes destroyed and 192 definitely damaged. Others strafed and crippled.
Western Front

The enemy counterattack has increased in intensity in the Eighth Coros
sector of First Army along Luxembourg boruer and north in Fifth Corps area where
Allied positions were along the eastern tip of Belgium. Communigue states that
our units have been forced back in three places and press reports indicate these
withdrawals are up to six miles.

German air force pgale of effort in support of ground forces very heavy;
108 enemy aircraft destroyed yeaten:ia}r.:
20th Alr Force

On 17 December, Saipan based B-29's again attacked Mitsubdshi aireraft plant
at Nagoya. Hesults unobserved. Same day 94 India based B-29's attacked Jap
supoly base at Hankow, China, Bombing done visually.

SENT: 18lL42Z
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TO THE PRESIDENT FROM ALMIFAL BROWN, EVENING NEWS.

MESTFHN FRONT

No details are available on radio reports of large scale enemy
counter-attack in First Army sector. HReports state that enemy armored
columns made penetrations in Belgium and Luxembourg with greatest welght
of attack just south of Aachen. HNo officisl confirmation as yet.

Otherwise no war news to report.

HHLG-F-’.
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MR-OUT-679. 17 December 1944

N

FROM ADMIHAL BROWN TO THE PRESIDENT
I have given to the Secretary of State copies of the Prime
Minister's numbers 85, and 855.

HECD 1715042
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AR-OUT-678 (171515Z) 17 December 1944
BHILIPPLNES ¥
On Mindoro, the town of San Jose was occupied without any casualties to

our forces. Alrdrome construction has been started in this area, where the
ground is reported hard and dry.

On 15 December, attacks against Allied shipping ceused some damage
and included three suicide crash dives, MNaval antiaircraft fire shot down

four planes, fighter patrols claimed 17 others.

INDO—CH IHA

Two XCV's (the I5A and HYUGh——converted from battleships) were sighted
off Camranah by cne of our subs in company with one or twe heavy crulsers
and a number of destroyers on a seutheasterly course. We do not know whether
this force will head for the Philippines, Borneo, or Formosa, but we do know
that these ships are at present in operational status and capable of under—
taking counteracticn against our forces.

WESTERN_FEONT

Fellowing capture of Lauterbourg and Weissenburg on border nesr the
Rhine south of Karleruhe, U.5. Seventh Army units are encountering Seigfried
Line defenses in Germany and advance has been slowed by stiff resistance.

Official detsils concerning heavy German counterattacks on U.5. First
hrmy sector have not been received as yet, although morning press features
this action. Attacks of this type are an enemy capsbility, since he has
recently been able to hold most of his amor in reserve

SREECE

Bad westher has hampered landing of troops and stores at Pirseus, where
operations to clecr harbor area continue. ELAS forces attacked Indian troops
at Krioneri near Messolonghi and forced en evacustion under fire which was
covered by British navel support. Some tanks and ebout 80 vehicles were
abandoned. Withdrawal of British forces from Kavallo, Volos, Kalamata,
Preveza, Levkas, north shere of Gulf of Corinth and Ionian Islands ‘has been
ordered. Previous reports had not indic.ted any increase in tensiocn these
places.

ITALY

New Zealand troops huve captured Faenza,/ and advanced several miles
beyond the towh toward Bolo vy opposition.
CLIPPERTON

U.5s converted yacht ARGUS reports survey Clipperton shows small amount
food supplies and dynamite. Emergency equipment, including RCAF fishing
pack, indicates fairly recent occupation. Consider this was probably left
by survey party. Comwestseafron has directed exclusion of all personnel
except from regularly commissioned French man-of war,
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17 December 1944
From: U. S. Military Attache, London, England
To: The President of The United Statea
Nr: 855, 17 December 1944 Filed 1701152

Prime Minister to President Roosevelt personal and TOP SECRET
private and confidential number 855.

About Greece, The present position is that our representatives
on the spot, MacMillan and Leeper, have strongly recommended the appoint-
ment of the Archbishop as regent. This is sbnoxious to the Papandrecu
government though they might be persuaded to advocate a regency of three,
namely the Archbishop, General Plastiras and Dragoumis, There is sus-
pleion that the Archbishop is ambitious of eobtaining chief politieal
power and that, supported by EAM, he will use it ruthlessly against exist-
ing ministers. Whether this be true or not I cannot say. The facta are
changing from hour to hour. I do mot feel at all sure that in seiting
up & one-man regency we might not be impoasing a dictatorship in Greece.

There is also to be considersed the fact that the King refuses, I
think inflexibly, to appoint a regency, certainly not a one-man regency
of the Archbishop, whom he distrusts and fears, According to the (reek
emﬁmum the Crown Prince is Regent in the absence of the King. The
King also states that all his ministers under Papandreou advise him
against such a step and that, as a constitutional monarch, he cannot be

R 171710 2
71
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The War Cabinet decided to await for three or four days the course
of military operations. Our reinforcements are arriving rapidly and the
. British General Staff Intelligence says that there are not more than
' 12,000 ELAS in Athens and the Pirasus. The Greek King's estimate is 15 to
22,000, Anyhow we shall, by the middle of next week, be far superior in
numbers, I am not prepared, as at present informed, to give way to un-
oonstitutional violence in such circumstances,

Our immediate task is to secure control of Athens and the Pirasus.
According to the latest reports ELAS may agree to depart. This will give
us & firm basis from which to negotiate the best settlement possible be-
tween the warring Greek factions., It will certainly have to provide for
the disarming of the Guerrilla forces. The disarmament of the Greek
Mountain Brigade, who took Rimini, and the Sacred Squadron, who fought so
well at the side of British and American troops, would seriously weaken our
forces, and in any case we could not abandon them to massacre. They may

however be removed elsewhere as part of a general settlement.
Imwnmimldnnnishutucutdwnuurpninmm

thankless task at this time. We embarked upon it with your full consent

| (see my number 755 and your reply). We desire nothing from Greece but

! to do our duty by the common cause. In the midat of our task of bringing
food and relief and maintaining the rudimeats of order for a government
which has no armed forces, we have become involved in a furlous, though
not as yet very bloody, struggle. I have felt it much that you wers un-
able to give a word of explanation for our action but I understand your

Regraded Unlcassified
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difficulties,

Mearnwhile the cabinet is united and the Socialist ministers approve
Mr. Bevin's declarations at the labour conference which, on this matter,
endorse the official platform by a majority of 2,455,000 to 137,000 votes.
I could at any time obtain, I believe, a ten to one majority in the House

of Commons. I am sure you will do whatever you can. I will keep you
constantly informed.
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b‘f/s‘,_- 16 December 1944

From: U.S. Military Attache, London, Bngland po=

To: The President of The United States
| Nr: 854, 16 December 1944 Filed 1623012
Prime Minister to President Roosevelt Personal and TOP SECRET
! Number 854.
' In your telegram Numoer 674 you asked for my estimate of the
! possioility of Mikolajezyk returning to power with emough authority
to carry out his plans.

When he resigned it looked to us for the time as though efforts

by other Poles to form a goverament might fail and Wikolajeczyk be called

back soon. MNow that Arciszewski's government has established itself,

we no longer see any immediate prospect of this. The majority of the
Poles hers appear to have accepted Arcisszewsii faute de mieux, and

to be in a fatalistic mood of waiting for something to turm up. But
with the Poles these moods do not last. In London Mikolajczyk has the
support of all his own Peasant party and of important elements of the
Socialist and Christian Labour parties. We have indications that the
people in Poland are unhappy about Mikolalozyk's absence from the
government. I am hopeful therefore that Mikolajczyk's return to power

will still be possible in the new year.

[Qseds 17 270 2
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You also asked about the Lublin Cemmittes. We do not regard it
as in any way representative of Polish opinion and whatever develop-
ments there may be in the Soviet Jovernment's attitude we do not, at
presant, intend to recognise it. We shall maintain our recognition of
the London Government, which is the legal government of Poland and the
authority te which the large Polish forces fighting under British
command ows allegiance. We hope that we can keep in step and consult

beforshand on all this.
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From: U.S. Military Attache, London, England
To: The President of The United States
Nr: B54, 16 Decamber 1944 Filed 162301z

Prims Minister to Fresident Roosevelt Personal and TOF SECRET

Number 854.

In your telagram Numosr 674 you asked for my estimate of the
possibility of Mikolajezyk returning to power with enmough authority
to carry out his plans.

When he resigned it looked to us for the time as though efforts
by other Poles to form a government might fail and Hiko.lu]u;rk be called
back soon, Now that Arcliszewski's government has established itself,

=

we no longer see any immediate prospect of this. The majority of the
Foles hers appear to have accepted Arciszewski faute de mieux, and
to be in a fatalistic mood of waiting for something to turn up. But
with the Poles these moods do not last. In London Mikolajezyk has the
support of all his own Peasant party and of important elements of the
Socialist and Christian Labour parties. We have indications that the
pecple in Poland are unhappy about UMikolajesyk's abssnce from the
government. I am hopeful # year,

Tou also asked about the Lubin Qommittee. We do not regard it

as in any way representative of Polish opinion and whatever developmants

Mo 170735 2
SO 1eviy 2 17 M
Uil WisWLL

N 4 |

Regraded Unlcassified



r

TOP SECREY

thers may be in the Soviet Government's attitude we do not, at present,
intend to recognise it. We shall maintain our recognition of the London
Government, which is the legal government of Poland and the authority to

which the large Polish forces fighting under British command owe al-
legiance. fie hope that we can keep in stap and consult beforshand on

all this.

# Message being serviced

Regraded Unlcassified



i) SECRET
12

MESSAGE TO THx PRESIDENT FROM THE SaCRETARY

it

There 18 attacned the statement which/ls proposed
1 make to the press regarding Foland. I am reluctant
to trouble you with this matier before your return here
put the preseure from the press 1s becoming so great
that I feel it will be necessary to makxe a slatement not
later than noon on Monday. If we put 1t off until a
later date I feel we would have to say more. If you
approve tnis draft 1t will be released on Monday.

af fuaud By Pt TeeulZeoy
ke EtSntbits
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PROPOSED STATEMENT BY THE SECRETARY OF BTATE

The United States Government's position as regards
Poland has been steadfastly gulded by full understanding
and sympathy for the interests of the Polish people. This
pesition has been communicated on previous occaslons to
the interested governments, including the Government of
. Poland. It may be summarized as follows:

1. The United States Government stands unequivocally
for a strong, free and independent Polish state with the
untrammelled right of the Polish people to order their
internal exlstence as they see fit.

2. It has been the consistently held policy of the
United States Government that questlons relating to
boundaries should be left in abeyance until the termination
of hostilities. As Becretary Hull stated in his address
of April 9, 1944, "This does not mean that certaln ques-
tions may not and should not in the meantime be settled
by friendly conference and agreement." This is particularly
true when the settlement of outstanding disputes by mutual
agreement le essentlal in the prosecution of the war against
the common enemy. In the case of the eastern, western and
northern frontiers of Poland, if a mutual agreement is
reached by the United Nations directly ccncerned, this

Government

e e e Regraded Unlcassified
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Government would not oppose such an agreement. The Unlted
States Government continues to adhere to its traditlional
policy of deolining to give guarantees for any specific
frontiers. The United States Government 1s working for
the establishment of & world gecurlty organization through
which the United States together with other member states
would assume responsibllity for the preservation of general
securlty.

3. Recognizing the desirabillity of contributing in
go far as possible to the attalnment of general tranquility
and security in the post-war world the United States
Government, in cooperation with other Governments, will
asslst Poland, in so far as practlcable, in the transfer
and resettlement of national groups provided the Government
and people of Poland desire to bring about such transfer
and resettlement.

4. It 1s the announced aim of the United States
Government, subject to legislative authority, to assist
‘ the ecountries liberated from the enemy in repairing the
devastation of war and thus to bring to their peoples the
opportunity to join as full partners in the task of build-
ing a more prosperous and secure life for all men and
women. This applies to Poland as well as the other United

Natlions.
The
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The policy of the United States Government regarding
Poland outlined above has as ite objective the attainment
of the announced basic prinuipl:-l of United States foreign
poliey.

T i - - Regraded Unlcassified



ME-0UT-6 16 Decenber 194k \?._
FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE:

My suggested messare to Stalin on Poland and the ‘reasons
therefore (MR-OUT-670) w;s drafted and sent to you before I re-
geived your drafts (MH-IN-236). If you approve the draft I sent
you, I believe the substance uf yours relating to the place of
meetine could go as a separate message when you get Stalin's

reply.

RECD 1622327 - amec
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Sianal Corps, United States Army
Rereined at T“P SEcpn

MR=0UT=072 - DECEMBER 16, 1944
FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM THE SECRETARY OF S8TATE,

MY SUGGESTED MESSAGE TO STALIN ON POLAND AND THE REASONS
THEREFOR (MR=-0UT=0670) WAS DRAFTED AND SENT TO YOU BEFORE | RECEIVED
YOUR DRAFTS (MR=1IN=236), IF YOU APPROVE THE DRAFT | SENT YOU, |
BELIEVE THE SUBSTANCE OF YOURS RELATING TO THE PLACE OF MEETING COULD

GO AS A SEPARATE MES:AGE WHEN YOU GET STALIN'S REPLY,

NO SIG,
o 7 4]
RECEIVED x/“
2 b AA
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SECRET

December 16, 194k

mmmmmwmmzmormm
Dr. Berle has returned to Washington and I have

Ew:l my first talk with him today, He is now willing to
uh.theﬂn:ﬂianputuhudunmthmctoukna
commitment to stay there for a definite periocd. He
would like to feel free to resign after the fall of

Germany. He says he can be of assistance in conneetion
with the Argentina problem and the meeting of the Foreign
Ministers of Latin Ameriea when that is held,

He will see you immediately on your return to tell
you this and accept the post under these conditions.

I asked him if he wus particularly anxious to have
his name submitted to the Senate during the present
Congress or to the new Congress., He said he would prefer

to have his name sent to the new Congress.

JCat150 2
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DECEMBER 16, |94k nfﬁﬁlﬁﬁm

MR=0UT=07 |
FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE,

DR, BERLE HAS RETURNED TO WASHINGTON AND | HAVE HAD MY FIRST JI

TALK WITH HIM TODAY. HE 18 NOW WILLING TO TAKE THE BRAZILIAN POST IF
HE DOES NOT HAVE TO MAKE A COMMITMENT TO STAY THERE FOR A DEFINITE |
PERIOD. HE WOULD LIKE TO FEEL FREE TO RESIGN AFTER THE FALL OF
GERMANY. ME SAYS HE CAN BE OF ASSISTANCE IN CONNECTION WITH THE
ARGENT INA PROBLEM AND THE MEETING OF THE FOREIGN MINISTERS OF LATIN
AM_RICA WHEN THAT 1€ HELD.

HE WILL €EE YOU IMUEDIATELY ON YOUR RETURN TO TELL YOU THIS
AND ACCEPT THE POST UNDER THESE CONDITIONS,

| ASKED HIM IF HE WAS PARTICULARLY ANXIOUS TO HAVE HIS NAME
SUBMITTED TO THE SENATE DURING THE PRESENT CONGRESS OR TO THE NEW

CONGRESE., HE SAID HE WOULD PREFER TO HAVE HIS NAME SENT TO THE NEW

CONGRESE, f
= / R o /e | Aetfd ™
NO S1G, z/n.....f'uf grait e a1 : .|‘r
B n (VPP
J / i
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rour request I am attaching a draft of a sug-
gested message to Marshal Stalin in accordance with GE:

ﬂg-.rr

your exchanges with the Prime Minister on the subject.

We feel thnt it is neceasary for me to make a
etatement reemphasizing end perhaps clarifying our posi-
tion on the Polish matter along the linee of your letter
to Mr. Mikolajezyk. I feel alac that the general state-
ment of poslition will in truth be welcomed by Merghal
Stalin, and you will note that it is very much in harmony
with the sentiments expressed by the Prime Minister yes-
terday in the House of Commons. :

I believe that by giving Stalin advance notice of
this statement the chancee would be increased of his
withholding any sudden move in regard to the Lublin
Committee pending the meeting.

If you approve of this message it can be sent right
off and repeated to the Prime Minlster and thus constl-
tute an anewer tc hie 853 of December 186,

The full text of the proposed statement on Poland
will be gent to you as soon as it is drafted.

SN EE .
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TOFP SECRET
FROM THE FRESIDENT TO MARSHAL STALIN.

In view of the interest raised in thls country by
Prime Minister Churchill's statement in the House of Commons
yesterday and the strong pressure we are under to make known
our position in regard to Poland, I belleve it mey be necessary
in the next few days for this Government to issue some statement
on the sibject. This statement, if issued, will cutline our

attitude somewhat along the following lines:

1. The Unlted States Covernment stands
wnequivoeally for a strong, free, Independent and

demoeratic Polend.

2. In regard to the question of future frontiers
of Poland, the United States, although coneidering it
desirable that territorial questions swait ths general
postwar settlement, recognizes that a settlement before
that time is in the interest of the common waer effort
and therefore would have no objectlon 1f the territorial
gquestions lnvolved in the Polish situation, including
the proposed compensatlon [rom Germany, were settlesd
by mutual agreament between the partlies directly con-

carned.

3. Recognizing




-

3. Recognizing that the tranefer of minori-
tiee in some cases 1z feasible and would contribute
to .the general security and tranquillity in the
areas concerned, the United States Government would
have no objection if the Government and the people
of Poland desire to transfer nntlunnfaniu.rbibo&

I T o e ase e AT S
% - ]

would aasietvr1 )

agethersulbh—obivengdn such transfers, .

P
4. In conformity with its announced = s=v.sl)

this Government im prepared to asslst, subject
to leglslative authority, and in so far as meay
be practicable, in the economic reconstruction
of countries devastated by Nazi aggression,
This policy applies equally to Poland as to
other such devastated countries of the United
Nations,

The proposed statement, aes you will note, will

contain nothfng, I am sure, that 1s not known to you

A8 the general attitude of this Covernment and is I

belleve in so far as it goes in general accord with

the resulte of your discussion with Fripe Minister

Churchill in Moscow in the autumn, and for this

reason
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reason, I am sure, you will welcome 1t.

I feal 1t is of the highest importance that until
the three of us can get together and thoroughly dle-
cuss this troublesome question there be no actlon on
any eide which would render our discussions more dif-
ficult, I‘hu;; seen indicsticns that the Lublin Com-
mittee may be intending to give 1tself the statue of
& provisional government of Poland. I fully appre-
clate the desirability from your point of view of
having a clarification of Polish authorlity before
your armies move further into Poland, I very much
hope, however, that because of the great politlcal
implications which such a step would entell you would
find it possible to refrain from recognizing the Lub-
1in Committee as a government of Pnlanﬁ:e_ﬁq;t.
which I hope will be immediately after my 1lnauguration
on January 20, Could you not until that date continue
to deal with the Committee in ite preeent form, I
know that Prime Minister Churchill gheres my views on

this point,

fefore

. e
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EVENING WEWS, ADMIRAL BROWN T0 THE PRESTUENT

PHILIPPTHES

Admiral Halsey reports dest.ru;.ring_regg_:' out of gi%{ enemy planes
attempting to attack our carrier lorces. r planes st blanket Luszon
with no air opposition. Targets hard to find although photos still

show many hidden planes. Partial account of planes destroyed last

three days: 235 destroved, 138 damagsed. Camnnot estimate total enemy
operational planes remsining, but 99 fields have been well covered and
air fapabilities considered negligible until apain reinforced. No
further infomation on ground operations on Mindoro.

BURMA

Following from General Sultan's Hemcgquarters; Information regurding
enemy activities in rear areas sketchy and in many instances from low

rated sources but senerzl tenor of all reports is southward movement of
troopa and supolies through the Mandalay Area toward Hangoon; possibility

exists that general withdrawal from Burma now in progress il Allied pres-
sure is maintained.

CHINA

Chinese reoccupation of Pachai (70 miles southeast Kweiyang) last
weelk represented the turning point of the Japanese swift and demoralizing
drive towards Bweiyang. Trend towards reorganization of Chinese defenses,
bitterly cold winter weather, or overextended Japanese supply lines
appeared to dissuade Japs from further penetration. Chinese pursued re-—
treating Japs without contact retaking many points along railraod including
Nantan, 120 miles south of Kweiyang.
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16 December 1944 ﬁggg

From: U.S, Military Attache, London, England
To: The President of The United States
Nr: 853, 16 December 1944 Filed 1611092

Prime Minister to President Roosevelt Fersonal and
TOP SECRET Number B53.

1 thank you cordlially for your telegram number 674
about Poland. I trust you will carry out your proposal to
send a message to Stalin suggesting that he postpone any
positive action on the Polish question until the 3 of us can
get together. This suggestion is most valuable and also I
feel extremely urgent. Would it be possible for you to do
this today, as I apprehend Stalin may make some move recog-
nizing the Lublin Committee as the government of Foland.

We will send you a fuller account of our views on the
other gquestions you raise as soon as possible, probably
tnlnrrulr 1l also hope to send you a statement about CGreece
in answer to your number 673.

1 do hope you have benefited by your brief rest at
Hot Springs after so strenuous and successful a campaign.
Copy being sent 7o Stare LEMRTMENT.

B (R |

1 \
H 11411
.

Prime
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From: U, 8, Military Attache, London, England
To: The President of The United States

Nr: 853, 16 December 1944 Filed 1615152
Gorreotion from source to Prime Minister's message
to President TOPSEC No 853, .

Please insert in para 2 after "Tomorrow":-

1 can however tell you at once that the War Cabinet
feel that the four points mentioned in your letter to
Mikolajozyk are very much in line with our ideas, and that
the publication of them could do nothing but good,

Rl /e/r7202 -

No Sig.
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16 December 1944

FOR THE PRESIDENT FHOM ADMIRAL BROWN \ﬁ
Ph ine

Followlng our uncpposed landing in southern Mindorg our forces penetrated
eight miles inland by that evening. Unloading operations proceeded rapidly and
ahead of schedule. Hostile air reaction during approach and unloading was
weak, First reports indicate airdrome potentislitiea excellent. |

In addition to the enemy alroraft destroyed on Luzon reported in last night's
news, Admiral Halsey reports extensive damage to ground installations and the
following demajge to Jap ships in adjacent waters: f{ive cargo ships and one oiler
surk; six small cargo ships left burning; one large transport beached; three
destroyers, one destroyer escort, one escort vessel, and two carge ships damaged.

On 15 December, the USS HOWORTH in Mangarin Bay, Mindoro, was attacked by
two suicide Zeros, one of which struck the radar antennas, glanced off the fore-
castle and crashed into the water., No personnel casualties are reported, but
there was minor hull and radar damage.

Fourteenth Air Force plane sigshted two battleships, two light cruisers and
one heavy cruiser in Camranh Bay on Indo-China coast.
Western Front

The crossing of the German border near Karlsruhe by elements of the U.S.
7th Mmy was made against slight resistance, Further to the east, in the Hardt
Mountains, the enemy is resisting llercely, but Zlst Panzer Division was forced
to evacuate Lembach. In the U.S. 3rd Army sector resistance in our Saarlautern

bridgehead is reported decreasing.

=
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Progress in the advance on Duren is slow because of pillboxes, wire, mines

and artillery fire and counterattacks. The level of the Hoer River has risen

three feet in the past three days. This may be due to enemy controlling flow
of river from dams in the Schmidt area.

U.5. Casualty figures, excluding air force, from D-day through 2400, 30
Movember, are as follows: Killed: L44,14L3; Wounded: 189,118; Missing: 24863.

Burma

The communications center of Bhamo on the Irriwaddy River was taken on
15th December, This city was bypassed by Chinese forces and has been under
seige for several weeks.

Greece

U.5. Naval Attache reports British reinforcements arrived during the lith
and that military situation is relatively quiet. General Plasteras arrived
Athens on the 13th, and an observer believes a compromise will be impossible if
the British agree to his succession of Papandreou.

Misc eous

Your five-star appointments confirmed by Senate.
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@ WAR DEPARTMENT
-4 SIFIED MESSAGE CEN

INCOMING CLASSIFIED MESSAGE

SECRET TOT

OPERATIONAL PRIORITY V@’,

Fpon: General Hoadgquarters, Southwest Pacifie Arsa,
Advance, Leyte, Fhllipplnes

To: War Department

No. ¢ shgzs 16 December 19u4% .

From GHQ SWPA sgd MacArthur to Chlef of Staff
Wer Department C 54925 for President Roosevelt from CGenoral
MacArthur.

My grateful thanke for the promotlon_you have just
given me.

My pleasure in receiving 1t is greatly enhanced
because 1t was made by you.

End

-
- ACTION: White House

CH~IN-1551T7 {16 Dec U4) 05552 m/m

SECRET

CorY NO. l
THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN
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TELEGRAM TO THE PRES IDENT
FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE o'

663

I sent you on December 14 the following memorandum
on the delivery of French currency to the Freach Provi-

slonal Goverrnment:
QUOTE The Secretary of the Treasury has asked me

whether I approve of turning over to the French
Provisional Government the new non=-military French
curreney which is being printed in this country
and which the Fremnch plan to use to replace the
various currencies now in circulation in France.
The French desire that the currency be turned
over to them as soon as possible,

On May 24, 1944 you approved the printing
of this currency on the understanding that 1t would
remaln under our control "until such time as this
Government 1is pPrepared tc releass the notes to what=-
ever French authorities are Tinally determined te
be reaponsible for civil affel ra administration
in France",

In view of oup recognition of the French
Previsional Government, 1t seems to me that thers
1s no objection to the proposed action. Do you
approve? UNQUOTE

=
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The Department was advised by the Treasury Depart-
ment this morning that a French cruiser is arriving on
December 16 in order to receive and transport rapidly
some of this currency now stored in this countrye I
would consequently appreciate recelving an early reply
since, whatever your decision, we do not wish to hold
up this eruiser,

December 15, 1944
S5 23 2a 2

e S =
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PREFARING DFFICE bt o L

BT TELEGRAM SENT o X
Collect { Day letter e RESTRICTED
Night letter CLEAR
Charge Department: Bepartment nof State
Full rate
Boje Pashigt,
Charge to
December 15, 1 |
1 cen 5y 1944 ll'q‘-.] gy"

A situation has developed with regerd to shipping which I
hesitate to get into &t all in view of the urgent snd peramount
requirements in this field for the supply of our Armed Forces.
Wevertheless, as & result of & lack of essentinl civilisn supplies,
conditions are developing im Furope which msy preduce the gravest
consequences snd which I feel I should bring to your attention.

Greece is an 1llustratiom and the same type of situatlen exlsts
in Ttaly. Belgium is close to disorder. It was possible for = short
time after liberation to prevent "disease and wmrest® with minlmum
food and medical supplies. Now something more is required. The
alternative would appear to be persistent disorder and delsy in the
firm estsblishment of demccratic forms of government in these countrles.
In sddition to food and direct relief supplies, a few essential raw
materisls and items of equipment necessary to put idle hands to work
in producing and distributing goods seem desperately needed.

I, therefore, recommend, first, that you appoint somecne who

can, in consultation with the highest civilisn and militery suthorities,
review the overall shipping situation to see whether our political and
military objectives require further accommodation to the shipping cur-
rently at our disposal. A recommendstion cen then be mede to you for
a decision on the use of ships in operationsl needs and the civilisn

for liberated areas; second, that as rapidly ss possible
separate allocations of shipping outside of the military pool be made
directly to the governments of the liberated cowntries. BSupreme Head-
quarters Allied Expeditionary Forces has promised the inlend transport,
assigned the port spece, and endorsed the request of the French and
Belglen Governments for the seperate shipping allocation. The War
Shipping Administration strongly fevors it. These Governments have &
lerge number of their own ships in the Allied pool. At best the amomnt
of shipping which could be made available is far less than is needed,
end these Oovermments will ration their tonnsge to the most essential
items.

Should the War Shipping Administration be given this suthorify,

Enciph it Ehuuld consult the eppropriste agencies of the Government for guidance
on .

II? hhw H-o = —i‘_ M ”..-.u.-_u TR S —
‘ " m "
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Telegram to the President from the Secretary of State,

You have undoubtedly seen the press reports on
Mr, Churchill's statement in the House of Commons re-
garding the Pclieh problem in which he emphasized his
general sgreement with the Soviet propoeals on Polish
frontliers and apparently he implied that it was diffi-
cult to reach a solution to the problem since the United
States Government has not clearly defined ite attitude.
S8ince I have seen only the early newspaper reports I
have deelined to comment on the statement,

You will recall that on November 15 you sent by
Ambagsador Harriman a letter to Mikolajezyk outlining
our policy in regard to Poland, This letter wae shown
to Mr, Churchill before Ambassador Harriman delivered
it to Mikola)ezyk., The following is a summary of the
United States position on the Pollsh question laid down
in that letter:

l. We stand unequivncally for a strong, free
and independent Poland with the untrammeled right
of the Polish people to order their internal ex-
lstence as they see fit,

2. Regarding the future frontiere of Poland,
this Government would offer no objection if a
mutual agreement on this subject including proposed

compensation

/152252
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compensation for Poland from Germany was reached
between the Poligh, Soviet ond British Governmenta.
As regards & United States guarantee of any specific
frontier, it was stated thet this Government, 1n
sccordance with its traditional pollicy, did not

give guarentees for any specific frontier, But

1t was pointed out that the United States Govern-
ment is workingz for the establishment of a world
security organization through which we with other
members of the United Netions will assume responsi-
bility for general securlty which of course includes
the inviolability of agreed frontlers.

3. 1f the Polish Government and the people
desire in connection with the new frontlers to
bring about a transfer to and from the terrlitory
of Pnlaﬂ& of national minorities the United States
Government will ralse no objection and as far as
practicabls will faclilitate guch transfer.

4, It was indicated that we were prepared,
subject to leglelative authority to agslet In seo
far as practicable in the postwar economic recon-
struction of Poland.

I am sending a full summary of these four pulntn 80
that you will have them before you, slnce you will
undoubtedly
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undoubtedly be questioned nf your firat press confor-
ence on your return, I hope to talk over with you the
possible necesslty of some public statement making ]
clear our position aleng the lines of the four points.
It ie not olear from the reports we have so far
received on Churchill's statement whether he 1s en-
deavoring to force & change in the nresent Polish
cabinet and bring Mikclajozyk back or whether he may
plan to follow a Soviet lead and recognize the Lublin
Committee &5 the gévnrnment of Poland, In this con-
nection there are definife indicatlons that the Lub-
1in Committee is planning to declare itself ae the
provisional government of Polend, and otheor indica-
tions point to the probabllity that it will be recog-
nized as such by Stslin, possibly at an early date,
In view of the uncertainty as to Churchill's
plane, it is suggeeted you might care tc send the

attached telegram to him.
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Telegram to the Prime Minieter

P

I have seen the newspsper reports of your state- ,‘ﬁ;?
ment in the Houee on the Polish queation. In order
that we may cooperate fully in this matter I womld
appreclate receiving the benefit of your ideae as to
what steps we can now take in regard to thle gquestlion., ‘
Particularly I would like to have your evaluatlion of
the poesibility of Mikolajczyk's coming beck into-
power with sufficient authority to carry cut hie
plans and what action you feel we should take in the.
event the Lublin Committee should declare iteelf to
be the provislonal government of Poland and Stalln
should recognize it as such., In view of this pos-
gitility I wonder if i1t would be helpful i I should
send a message to Stalin suggesting that he postpone
any poslitive action on thHe Polish gquestion until the
three of us can get togethers

You will recall the contents of the letter 1 sent
to Mikolajczyk by Mr, Harriman which he showed to you
and which outlines our policy in regard tc Poland. I
anticipate strong pressure here for the poeltlon of
this Government to be made clear, and I may therefore
have to make public in eome form the four points out-
lining our poeltion contained in my letter to Mikolajezyk

4

referred to above.

LodaTRES® 1Y,
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Knowing that we have in mind the same basic objectives
in regard to Poland I went to be sure to ccordinate with
you any stepe which I may contemplate in this matter,
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MA-OUT-660 15 December 1944

EVENING WEWS, ADMIRAL BROWN 10 THE PRESIDENT ' =
MLNDORO

Wé heve no reports as yet from land forces ashore coancerning progress
| on Mindoro. Apparently the enemy was taxen completely by surprise and we
are faced by negligible opposition.

U.5. submerines have been stationed throughout the South China Sea
so a5 to be sble to intercept any attempt on the part of the Japs to
harrass our landing forces or disrupt our commnications. So far, Jap war-
ships nave been sighted off French Indo-Chin: but it is doubted if they are
to be used hglainst. our landing operation.

Our Third Fleet has managed to pretty thoroughly neutralize Jap Luzon
aircreft, having destroyed 224 planes as of 10:00 this morming and damaged
90 more. It is estimated that remaining Jap planes (estimated 275) are well
hidden and widely dispersed. It is believed the enemy will be unable to put
any sigeable number in the air.

The Third Fleet is mainteining a day and night CAP over Luzon.
ADRIATIC

4 British destroyer, the ALUENHAM, was sunk by a mine in the Adriatie.

CincMed reports that situstion at Pireaus is quieter end that the
armies are making steady progress. Voluntesry Greek ratings are opersting
ashore and are proving enormous success as civillans are enthusiestic at
sight of uniformed Greek forces.

1520522 - amc
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LEAHY TO PRESIDENT:
The following draft reply to Governor Lehman's

message 10939 December 9, 1s forwarded for your consideration.

Jerry Land concurs:

QUOTE: Presldent to Governor Lehman, via State

Department.
Replying to your message of December 3, I am in-

frmed that the W.S.A. contemplates allocatlng shipping

space directly to UlIRRA te meet your January and February
requirements for Italy as stated in your communication,ed
g=Pewemew, A broad review of the combined shipping position
i being undertaken In which your requirements for subse-
quent months wlll be considered. A decision will be made

on the basis of that review regerding the shipping that

gcan be provided from Britiash ano U. 3. sources to cover

UNRRA programs after Pebruary. UNQUOTE,

NOTE FOR CAPTALM GRaHad: Lehman's messuge, to which thia is & dreft
reply, was sent to the President by State Department by pouch. It was
returned by pouch to Admirel Leshy on 13 December [or preparation of reply
in consultation with Admirel Lend. LUoubt if you have copy available but
the President will remember it.

GoideEe



. C. Form No. 7 0 O I

iqnal Corps, United States Armp' &
Beceived at T{IP__ SECRET nﬁﬁa;ass ”

3 un-&ﬁr-bj?:

I5 pECEMBER |9kl
T0 THE PREBIDENT FROM ADMIRAL LEAHY:

THE FOLLOWING DRAFT REPLY TO GOVERNOR LEHMAN'S mEssAcE 10939
DECEMBER 9, 15 FORWARDED FOR YOUR COMSIDERATION, JERRY LAMD CONCURS:

QUOTE: PRESIDENT TO GOVERNOR LEHMAN, VIA STATE DEPRARTMENT,

REPLY NG TO YOUR MESSAGE OF DECEMBER G, 1 AM INFORMED THAT THE
W.5.A., CONTEMPLATES ALLOCATING SHIPPING SPACE DIRECTLY TO UNRRA To MEET
YOUR JANUARY AND FEBRUARY REQUIREMENTS FOR ITALY AS STATED IN YOUR
COMMUNICATION, A BROAD REVIEW OF THE COMBINED SHIPPING POSITION IS
BEING UNDERTAKEN IN WHICH YOUR REQUIREMENTS FOR SUBSEQUENT MONTHS WiLL
BE CONSIDERED, A DECISION wiLL BE MADE OM THE BASIS OF THAT REVIEW
REGARDING THE SHIPPING THAT CAN BE PROV IDED FROM BRITISH AND U.S8.
SOURGES TO COVER uNﬁR& PROCRAMS AFTER FEBRUARY, UNQUOTE,

MO BIG.
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TOP SECRET
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g T TELEGRAM SENT secher

\ Collect | Day letter LT AR TOT—

; B - SECRET i
) Chargs Departments Bepartment of State o

Washinglon, Decenter 15, 1944

ll.'B

Harriman has just sdvised us that be saw Stalin last night and pre-
sented your message on voting procedure in the Security Couneil. Stalin
had Deksnasov present as Molotov is i1l and in Stalin's words must underge
an "inconsequentisl stomach operation.® Vyshinski is also 111 and Dekanesov
is presently senlcr officer of the Soviet Foreign Office.

Harriman presented in detail the arguments that we revlewed with him.
Stalin stated, however, that the propossl would have to be anslysed before
he could make a reply.

If we do not hear from Harrimsn favorably by the time of your return,

I shell have sweiting for your comsideration s suggested message for you
to send to St.a.‘l-.i.n calling attention to the importance of reaching a con-
clusion as promptly a&s possible in order that invitatlons may be lesued to
the United Nations Conference.

I am concerned that if we postpone calling a conference until after your
meeting, it will be deloyed until spring which will result in little likeli-
hood of getting & charter before the Senate for comeideration until the
summer. Several Senators have recently told us the longer the delay the
more difficult will be their part of the job.

SiHR:ALW
Enciphered by e R
Sant by operctor (22242l M., . D e
;5!?;52_ & b soTEREEER? peiefies eFRRE |8 RENL-|
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON
December 15, 1944

-

MEMORANDUM PO THE MAP KOOM

%ill you be good encugh to have
the attached message despatched to the

President promptly?




MP

15 Decamber 1944

From: U.S. Military Attache, London AR
Tor FPresident of the United States
Nry 852

Prime Minister to President Roosevelt person and TOP
SECRET nusber 852.

Pollowing is text of letter, dated December lith, mentioned
in ay immediately preceding telegraa, Begins My Dear Prime Minister,

Ifﬂimmhmthdﬂpmmpmmmww
yesterdays discussions, After a common effort of so many years,
during which I did not spare myself or my peopls, I never expected
that the time would ever come when I should hear what I heard yesterday.

I have pondered -ith all possible detachment on the arguments
mmnnmnummunuuuu.ntu:.m,
and 1 have studied anew Mr MacMillan's views, to which you seemed to
subscribe,

What you demand of me really amounts to this: that I should
entrust the regency to the Archbishop, with all the consequences
implicit in such an actlon, without my being told what precisely are

the obligations the Rebels would undertaks agalnst this concession.
Roedl Wfo700%
Ao A aa OUJ"GS.T
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You have not assured me that the disarming of the Guerillas would
necessarily follow or that General Scobies terms would be accepted,
not even do you inform me of the terms of the agreement now being
sought with Rebels. ihat would be the position if, after the announce-
ment of the Regency, the Guerillas were to persist in their refusal to
disarm or were to put forward new terms} And what would be my own
responsibility if I were now to surrender my authority to a Regent who
would be able to take decisions in my name, without my being sure
that the large but unarmed majority of my people would not be handed
over tomorrow to the tender mercies of an armed minority?

1 do not know whose views Mr Macmillan is referring to when
he says that the demand for the Archbishops appointment as Regent
constitutes "a general hope and wish of the people". What I can tell
m,rm-rMWGmummdnnmnnn;hhntmrnﬂmﬂmu
at the head of my people, is that such a course of actlion would be
regarded as an abandonment of the struggle, would bring confusion to
the front of resistance to the extreme left, would disgust the
Royalists and the Conservatives, and would immediately give birth to
{nnuserable intrigues around the person of the Archbishop, who does
not by any means enjoy the general confidence of the political world.
We have had many similar disappointments in the past over the cholce

of persons.
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Yot you expect me to take such a momentous declision simply on
the strength of Mr Macmillans recommendatlon, without even my govern-
ment being consulted-indeed, against the views of my own Prime Min-
ister and many other political leadera. In considering such a grave
matter concerning the future of the crown and boun! also with a vital
political problem on the settlement of which will depend the future
of my country, I think it would constitute no excesalve caution on my
part if I wished to ascertain the views of all the representatives of
the political parties, who should first be made cognisant of all the
advantages that would acerus to the people from such a saerifice on
the part of their King.

From my attitude so far you have no reason to belleve that I
have ever thought of my own self when it came to & question of serv-
ing my country. You will no doubt have in mind all the declarations
by which I aspeeifically and irrevooably undertook to submit myself
to the will of my people. I left the government entirely in the
Aie’ o6 pamediiy isws far Abais anbldmastia sentifonte; nithenh
onece pressing for the appointment of any minister faithful to the
erown, I agreed not to proceed to (ireece without the previous con-
sent of my government, and I accepted without demur your own counsel
nnthnluthhhmﬂlti—-hnnuuuhﬂummmujnr—
fully celesbrated throughout Oreece, Surely you are in a position to
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know whethur thers was ever in my heart the disposition to insist
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on anything that concerned my person. I am ready for any sacrifloce;
but this sacrifice must be for my peoples benefit and at my peoples
demand. I have never solicited anyones help to safeguard my throne,
and you know-you more than anybody else, my dear "rime Minister-how
wronged I am by those who think I would wish to rely on anything
other than the will of my people. Buti:itn*nlt—dlfmpunerl
that I should  ish to retain intaet all my rights and dutles towards
my pecple until such time as they can freely express their will?
What hurt me most of all during these discussions was your re-
marks about the sacrifices the British troops are undergoing in
Greece today to impose order. I can assure you that a feeling of
horror goes through me when I think of this unbelievable tragedy.
What purpose would it serve now to examine how this has come about,
and how so many arms are found in the hands of people who, after
using them to seise power, have no compunction now in turning them
against Greece's best friend? What I would like to say to you once

" again, after mature reflexion during the night, is that in my desire

to halp the position of your government and yourself, to whose
assistance Oreece owes so much, I would not ask your troops to re-

main in Oreece one minute longer than is absolutely necessary for

the liberation of the capital and its environs and for the arming
of the population so that it can defend itself. Beyond this, it is
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purely a matter for the occupation suthorities, and will depend
exclusively on the general pollcy which your governmant intends to
follow with regard to countries liberated by Britlsh arms. But until
the arming of the government forces is effected and the safety of
mmumm,xmthmnmutmuw-nmtm
m-m-mdhmtumu;mukpwmmmn
part of the population loyal to it to the mercy of armed bands equipped
by the British authorities. Becauss quite apart from all considerations
of fair play in a situation where British initiative is so deeply com-
mitted, quite apart also from the most elementary sense of humanity
towards an unarmed mass of human being, the government which you recog-
nize today is your ally: it was formed at your recommendationjy and it
derives its legal status from me, who did not grudge you any sacrifice
when my contribution to the allied cause was still of soze waight. I
did not stop to consider the Oreek soldiers would die by the side of
mmmmmmmm:mmnmumn-m
in advance, nor that Greece would have to suffer the tragedy of occu~
pation, And when, after the German attack, the political leaders falt-
-ﬂiudnm-u-rnrurdmummpmlbmu,lmnkmtn—
wmwmqmmﬂm.nmuumpmuﬁ.ﬂ-rtwm
time,

This country, where you have so hospitably given me shelter

b—

W
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thhlhﬂmtnlmuumuﬂnlmd,mrnnt
ﬁmﬁiu-qnnm,mdlfuluﬂthnuﬂvmhmwm
ernment being abandoned to this fate, a shock would go through it
much stronger than that produced by the present anxiety over the fact
that British troops are implicated in Greece. More than that: the
ﬁnhﬂhrmwu]dnmmmnhhthﬁtﬂlﬂpiﬂm«u!m
a failure.

With most cordial feelings,
Yours very sincerely,
George II
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15 December 194LL

ME-QUT-658

FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM ADMIRAL BROWN, ‘K{
Philippines

A landing by Southwest Pacific forces was made shortly after sunrise, 15
December, st San Augustin, southwest Mindorelsland. Preliminary reports indicate
no enemy opposition was met at the three landing beaches and that everything is
going according to plan. No casualties were received by our forces on the in-
itial landing. Later in the morning, our heavy covering naval support forces
and carrier groups came under continuous air attack. The latest reports from
this group indicate that there was no known damage as yet though there were some
casualties. In these attacks, the enemy lost eight planes to the combat air
patrol, four to ship's gunfire, and three suicide planes crashed. BSo far in the
operation we have lost two LST's.

An amplifying report, covering the damage sustained by the NASHVILLE as a
result of being crash-dived by a Japanese sulcide plane, indicates that she has
received extensive damage. Apparently the plane crashed broad on the NASHVILLE'S
starboard quarter and skidded across her stern to the port side, where one of
the two bombs that the plane was carrying exploded. Another bomb exploded on the
starboard side and an intense fire was started in the five-inch ready ammunition
which was brought under control after five minutes. Considerable topside damage
has been incurred but no casualties resulted in her engineering plant. Officers
killed in action included two ship officers, five of the Staff of Amphibious
Group 9, making a total of seven. Three ship's officers were wounded and four
officers of Amphitious Group No. 9, were wounded -- a total of seven. 125 en-

listed personnel of the NASHVILLE were killed in action and 175 injured.

o
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The USS BERGALL reports sinking a heavy cruiser off the Coast of French
Indo-China on the 13th of December.

Motor torpedo boats from Leyte sank an enemy destroyer or destroyer escort

off Palompon, Western Leyte.
ste L

Since yesterday there have been no important chances in front line although
small hard fought gains contimue to be made.

Both in the Cologne sector and in the Saar, enemy is covering his withdrawal
to new positions with vigorous delayine action by infantry. Few Panzer or Panzer
Grenadier type divisions are in contact along entire front, and it may be assumed
that these are being held back for future action.

Greece

British report that captured document shows that the EAM plan of attack on
Athens was previously orepared and originally intended for use against the
Germans.

Following the lull reported yesterday, ELAS has resumed shelling of Athens.
A report on action during 13 December states that offensive action on city by
ELAS continued. Hoad between Athens and Piraeus still open but subject to har-
assing fire. ELAS hold northern shore of harbor at Piraeus and British are
attacking in that direction. British naval gunfire has marked effect whenever
delivered.

29's

In the B-29 raid on Bankok reported yesterday, 4 aircraft were lost due

either to explosion in the bomb bay or immediately after bombs were released.

The 34 planes which bombed railread bridge at Bankok reported unobserved

to fair-to-good results. Thirteen planes which bombed rail yards at Hangoon
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and dock area at Bassein reported excellent results.

Correction — Yesterday's news stated results of Nagoya reid were fair to
poor. This has been corrected to good.
Fastern Front

Soviet pressure against Budapest mounts. From Lenningrad to Lubin the
terrain is now sultable for offensive operations. The Vistula River, however,
does not freeze solid enough for heavy equipment and crossings will require
bridging equipment. A large Soviet bridgehead has been long established in the
Sandomirez area and it is from here the offensive is most likely to be launched.
London

Hadio breadcast says Churchill, in an address to Parliament, on subject of
need for Polish-Russian agreement stated U.S. has not clearly stated its views,
re-iterates need for early conference of three Heads of State, says he and Fden

are ready to go any place any time but would prefer meeting in the U.K.

SENT: 1515232
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Dlnﬂnr 1944
MR-0 uT— (54
From: U. 3. Military Attache, London, England ,\r:l:?"
To : The President of the United 3tates
Unnunbered Filed 1510342
Here is a note received from originator regarding the
following message:

Prime Minlster to President Roosevelt Personal and TOF
SECRET Number 851.

We received the following:

"I regret there was a mistake in the message sent you
last night Number 851. Para two last sentence should read,
'I know nothing to the credit of the Archbishop except that our
people on the spot think he might stop a gap or bridge a gully'.
You will have 'the people on the spot!.»

Flease forward.

End,

Sal) /ravea
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Prom: U,S., Military Attache, London \N-
To:  President of the United States WS
Nr: 851 Filed 142325

Frime Minister to Fresident Roosevelt personul and TOP
SECRET number B51.

Your number 673.

I will send you a considered answer to your telegram, for the
kindly tone of which I thank you, over the weekend, L hope that the
British reinforcements now coming steadily into Attica may make a
more healthy situation in Athens, You will realize how very serious
it would be if we withdrew, as we easily could, and the result was
a frightful massacre, and an extreme left wing ﬂgi.nl under Commu-
nist inspiration installed itself, as it would, in ithens, My
oabinet colleagues here of all partiss are not prepared to act in a
manner so dishonourable to our record and name. Ernest Bevins speech
to the labour Confersnce won universal respect. Stern fighting lies
ahead, and even danger to our troops in the centre of ithens, The
fact that you are supposed to be against us, in accordance with the
last sentence of Stettinius press rele.ss, as I feared has added
to our difficulties and burdens. I think it probable that

0305”2 7 -.r-l‘”_-.
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. TOP SECRET

I shall broadcast to the world on Sunday night and make manifest the
purity and disinterestedness of our motives throughout and also of

our resolves,
uMeanwhile I send you a letter I have recelved from the King of

Greece, to whom we have suggested the policy of making the Archbishop
of Athens hegent. The King refuses to allow t.is. Therefore an act
of constitutional violence will be entailed if we finally decide

upon this course. I know nothing to the credit of the Archbishep,
axsept that L5 people on the spot think 4% might stop a gap or bridge

a gully.
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,é?:&__ TELEGRAM TO THE PRESIDENT

e

107 SEGRET
A

December 14, 1944.

I arranged to see Lord Halifax at the Department
immediately upon my return from the Capitol. I ex-
plained to him the extreme seriousness with which we
viewed the leak of Kirk's report on the Prime Minister's
inetructions to Scoble and told him confidentially in
as much detaill as I thought advisablg the stepe we have
taken to tighten up on the control of secret messages
which have implications affecting other governments,
especially hie own. I also assured him that from our
intensive investigation we were certain the leak had
not occurred in the Department of State and that he
could depend on it that this sort of thing was going
to be stopved and that all measures necessary for that
purpose would be taken immediately.

He sald the Prime Minister was conslderably upset
and he felt that it would be very helpful to be able to
report what I had told him and he seemed satisfled for
nie own part that we had taken every step posslble to
prevent the recurrehna of this sort of thing.

I am proceeding along the lines of your authoriza-
tion as telegraphed today.

/42363 Z
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TELEGRAM TO THE PRESIDENT WS-

December 14, 1544,

The Senate Forelgn Relatlons Committee asked me
last night to bring Rockefeller and Dunn before thelr
meeting this morning. When we arrived there, they
declided it was not necessary to aquestion HRockefeller
again but they did questlon Dunn and myaself in executive
sesslon for some time. The Committee generally avveared
to be thoroughly satisfied with the information and
answers glven to their questions. I am sure the press
reports have kept you up on the decisions the Committee
arrived at with respect to reporting out the nominations.

I feel I should report vparticularly the impression
I received that the Committee zs & whole were conslderably
arcused over the actlon the British are ftaking ln Greece
and were very inaslstent that we follow the policy of
permitting the free expression of people in the liberated
countries as thelr freedom is restored. They seemed
very apprehensive that this Government might become in-
volved in the actlon belng taken by the British military

forces against the Greeks,

({2393 =2 -
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1 December 1944

MR-QUT-650 NS

FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM AIMIRAL BROWN.
Enilippines

Carrier-borne aircraft from Task Force 38 struck alrfields in
Central Luzon. Incomplete reports, covering the first three of six
scheduled flights, state that 14 enemy planes were destroyed in the
air, 77 on the ground and 37 were damaged by strafing.

The latest casualty summary for Leyte reflects the heavy fight-

ing. Allied: 2,121 killed; 7,307 wounded; 215 missing. Jap:

34,023 killed; 253 prisoners.
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% ‘ﬁ SECRET. | 00 Ce)

/ Telegram from the Secretary of State to the President.
MR-ouT-

I think rﬁu will be interested in the followlng message
from Eden to the British Embassy here in regerd to the Oreek | ﬁ;\’
situationg /

"General Alexander and Mr, MacMillan arrived in

Greece on December 11. After coneultation.with

' MacMillan and Ambagsador Leeper it was suggested

that the Archbisghop of Athens be appolnted Regent

by the King with full authority. The Archblshecp

could undertake consultations amonget various

Greek partlee and could make any uhgﬂ%ea in the

_Grclk Government which might aselst in bringing

the present conflict to an end. The War Cabinet

approved this pronosal and on their authority the

Prime Minister and I (Mr, Eden) pressed the King

to accept it. The King did not feel able tc agree

that the Archbishop should be made Regent but 1ie

ready to approve the appointment forthwith of the

Archbisghop ae Prime Minister in place of HMr, Papandrecu.

He 1s also willing that the Archbishop be sworn in

as Frime Minister by Papandreou without reference

to him, the Eing. The King i1s also prepared to

agree that the Archbishop as Prime dinister should

have all the necessary powere to deal with the

eituation whether by way of measures tc restore

order or by way of entering into negotiationse.

Qo Idro48L
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The British authorities in Athens have been authorized

to arrange matters on these lines with Papandrecu

and the Archbichop without further reference to

London. His Majesty's Ambassador has Leen asked '

te do all he can to insure that any new government

set up under the Archbighop should be es broadly

baesed as possible. At the same time he has been

instrdcted to avold action which can be interpreted

ea interference in Greek internal political affairs,”

This i1s at least a step in the right direction, but
whether or not it will bte cemplededy nmcceptable to the Gresks
remains to be seen,

I don't belleve the Prime Minleter would have had time
to consider your message of December 13 to him when the War
Cabinet approved the above proposal. I am hopeful that your
message will be of real help to the Prime Miniater in this

gituation.
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UR-JUT-648 1, December 194k
Frod Waf ROOW Tu ChFTALN GHaHAM.
Your h-Ih-229. Mr. MeCloy's office states that subject memo

will be sent down this afterncon by regular White House Pouch.

LL1649%.

Regraded Unlcassified

T T



14 December 1944

ME-OUT-647

FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM AIMIRAL EROWN "-.'E"

g nt

Continued German counterattacks in vieinity of Colmar indicate intention to
hold this bridgehead en west bank of Rhine. North of Strasbourg U.S. Seventh
Army is approaching border in direction of Karlsruhe, following up Uerman with-
drawals which are being covered by resistance at selected points. In spite of
heavy opposition Maginot Line defenses have been penetrated by U.S5. Third Army
armor. Enemy reported unhappy in Maginot bunkers as exits face wrong way.

Continued stiff resistance and counterattacks have contained our bridge-
heads across the Saar in Saarlsutern area. In the Cologne sector, enemy con-
tinues attacks on southern flank of our drive for Duren. Uermans now hold this
sector largely with infantry, having withdrawn armor, presumably for rest,

Fog and rain are forecast for today in the battle ares.

The only bottleneck in the supply situation for the Western Front exists
in hauling stores away once they are unloaded at Antwerp.
Leyte

General Macirthur reports "extraordinarily heavy" enemy losses in pocket
formed by junction of our two divisions near Ormoe. Our forces driving towards
Ormoc from the north are meeting increasingly heavy opposition.

The following acditional information has been received in connection with
the damage sustainec by the NASHVILLEF:

The Mindoro assault force was heavily attacked at 3:00 psm., 13 December,
by enemy aircraft about 20 miles southeast of Negros Island., A Japanese suiecide

plane carrying a bomb crashed into the port side of the NASHVILLE. Fires started
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aboard the vessel but they were brought unoer control and the eruiser escorted
by the destroyer STANLY, was ordered to return to Leyte. Rear Admiral Struble ,
the attack force commander, transferred from the NASHVILLE to the destroyer
DASHIELL.

At 6330 p.m., 13 December, the destroyer HARADEN was damaged during an air
attack about 32 miles south southwest of Negros Island. The details of the
attack are unknown.

The CALDWFLL, reported yesterday, was previously reported badly damaged at
the north entrance of Suriago Strait, suffered 32 enlisted dead or missing, B
officers and 33 enlisted wounded. LSM-42, a straggler from the convey which
the CALDWELL was escorting, was damaged by an enemy bomb and beached on the west
coast of Leyte. The extent of damare and personnel r:asuulties‘ are unknown at
this time.

The Tth Fleet is scheduled to land 2 Regimental Combat Teams today on south-
west tip of Mindore.

Greece

Hadio reports fighting in Athens has ceased while opposing forces confer. No
official details have been received.
Cnina

Japs south of Kwelyang are withdrawing to Hochih-Ishan area, burning villages
and removing livestock as they withdraw.
AMr ¥arfare

Further details on yesterday's Nagoya raid indicate 74 planes bombed primary
target with fair to poor results. Eight planes bombed secondary target. One

squadron encountered heavy enemy air opposition and the other eight squadrons

D i




slight to nil opposition. WNo claimes were made against fighters. One B-29 was

damaged by enemy action and crash landed on return. Two were ditched and one

is missing.
Reports fragmentary as yet on 20th Bomber Command raid on Bankok reported

over radioc.

SENT: 1415152
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®  SECRET )

3 13 Daceaber 1944
AR-OUT ~6YS

e

T0: MISS TULLY:

I am sending by courlier & memorandum to the Fresident which
cutlines in some detail the plan which has been agreed upon by
the Army and the Justlice and Interior Departments for the lifting of
the mase exclusion of persons of Japarese sncestry from the West
Coast, 411 such persons whose loyalty is sugpected by the Army will
continue to be excluded on en individual besis, It aleo should be
noted that there will be a contimuation of the efforte to relocate
these Japenese in other parts of the country,

It wae agreed at a recent Cabinet meeting that such a plan would
be put into effect, tut it has taken gulte & blt of time to work cut
an agreed program, It is proposed to put this program in effect on
the responsibility of the Army s0 the President need not feel that
we are refuiring him to make the declslon; it is merely that we do
not want to go ahead with it ourselves unless we know that Le hes no
objection to it, Justice and Interior both feel that, Lecause of
the court cases and becange of our relatione with Congress, it would
be advisable to anounce the plen on Decesber 15, or as soon thereafter
a8 possible, It would be of great assistance to us if we could heax
whether the Fresident has any cbjection to our making the ancuncement
on the 15th, the plan btelng effective & few days thereafter,

If feagible we would like to have the President!s spproval by
the ldth, If the President wante $¢ exsaine the plan in detall, my
memorandum to him will arrive by the next courier.

From EENRY L. STINSON

Becretary of War

oucd v 140317 2, flsS
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WILL INDICATE WHETHER ———
ﬂﬂ ﬁ TELEGRAM SEHT CONFIDENTIAL
Iumh;r e hntﬂﬁ

“"E'ﬂ"l"{z;[ BAepartment of State p—

Night letter Washington,
Charge to
3 TOP SECRET December 13, 1944
MR-00T- édy

To the Presldent.

Drew Fearson's publication of a close paraphrase
of a telegram to the State Department from Kirk reporting
Churchill's instructions to General Scoble in Athens
has caused us the gravest embarrassment. The paraphrase
published by Pearson was one prepared in the Department
by representatives of War, Navy and 088 for dissemination
in those agencies. It appears clear therefore that the
leak was from one of those three agencles. Pending the
completlion of the lnvestigatlions which each of these
agencies is condueting in its own shop and the establish-
ment of more effective security regulations there, I am
cutting off the rather generous dissemination of State
Department telegrams to those agencleg which has been
permitted in the past. I shall of course permit the
principal officers of those agencies to ‘eontinue teo
recelve the information they need.

In view, however, of the long serles of leaks of
this kind which has occurred, I shouldjlike to supplement
these immedlate measures by & thorough-going impartial
investigation of each of the Nepartments and agencles
concerned, including the State Department. For reasons
which I shall explain to you orally when I see you next,
I believe this investligation could be most effectively
carried out by Fost Office Inspectors. 1 should there-
fore greatly appreciate 1t 1f you would authorize me
to request the Postmaster General to have these Inspectors
make & thorough investigation of this and similk r leaks
in the State, War and Navy Departments and in 0SS and to
report their findings to you and to me.

PC;:CWY: KEL (“
Fur 7 )

Enciphered by e
Sent by operalor _ Bmscet. . M. L I2I 00 Hﬂ.ﬂ}"& :
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IOP SECRET use

TELEGRAM FROM THE SECFETARY OF STATE FOR THE PRESIDENT

I am attaching for your consideration a draft of a
suggested telegram from you for the Prime Minister on
the Greek cuestion. The two memoranda we sent you this
morning will, I believe, make it clear to you why some
message from you to the Prime lMinlster aprears neces-
gary. The sltuation in Greece is developing so rapldly,
and with as yet no elgnes of any solution desplte
MacMillan's presence in Athens. There 1s alsc the very
real probabllity that the Boviet Unlon may find 1t
necessary to declsre 1tself on the Greek situation.

I feel, therefore, we cannot delay much longer your
making your position clear to the Frime Minlster.

We have consldered most earnestly the suggestlon
in regard to the King and have come to the conelusion
that since this seems to lie at the heart of the diffi-

cultiee it is the most helpful one that you can make.,

/321072,




Personal and Secret - from the President to the Prime
Minister
I have buin as decply concerned as you have yoqrualf
in regard to the tragié diffiolties you have encountered
in Greece. I appreciate to the full the anxioue and
difficult alternatives with which you have been faced.
I regard my role in this matter as that of a loyal friend
and ally vhnn; one deeire is to be of any help possible
in the circumstances. You may be eure that in putting
my thoughte before you I am consetantly guided by the fact
that nothing can in any way shake the unity and aseccla-
tion between our two countriee in the great taske to which
we have set our hands.
Ag anxious as I am to be of the greatest help to you
in thie trying situation, there are limitaticns imposed
in part by the traditional policies of the United Etates
adverse
and in party/ by the mounting /reaction of publie opinion 1in
this country. No one will understand better than yourselfl
that I, both pﬁraunnlly and as head of state, am necessarily
responeive to the state of public feeling. It 1e for
theese reasons that 1t has not been.sndsk-imetieatd-iid .50,
I;i-h.*pﬂllibla for this Government to take a stand

elong with you in the present course of events in Jreece,

Even
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Even to attempt to do so would bring only temporary value
to you and would in the long run do injury to our basic
relntionshipe. I don't need to tell you how much I dis-
like this state of affalrs as between you and me. My one
hope 1e to see it rectified so we can go aleng in this as
in everything, shoulder to shoulder, I know that you, as
the one on whom the reeponsibility rests, desire with all
your heart a satisfactory solution of the Greek problem
and particularly one that will bring peace to that ravished
country. I will be with you wholeheartedly in any solu-
tion wnich takes into consideration the factors I have
mentioned above. With thlias in mind I am giving you at
random some thoughte that have come to me in my anxlous
desire to be of help.

I know that you have sent MacMillan there with broad
vowersa to Tind such & solution and 1t may be that he will
have been succesaful before you get this. I of course
lack full detalls and am at a great distance from the
scene, but it has seemed to me that a hasic reason - or
excuse, p;rhaps - for the EAM attitude has been distrust
regarding the intentione of King George. I wonder if
HanHillaﬁ35 efforte might not be greatly facllitated if
the King himeelf would approve the egtablishment of a

regency

R
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regency in Oreece and would make a public declaration of
nig intention not to return unless called for by popular
plebiscite., Thie mlight be particularly effective 1if
accompanied by an assurance that elections will be held
at some fixed date, no matter how far in the future,
when the people would have full opnortunity to express
themselves,

Meanwhile, might it not be poseible to secure general
agreement on the dlsarmament and dissolution of all the
armed groups now in the country, ineluding the Mountain
Brigade and tne Sacred Battalion, leaving your troops to
preserve law and order alone until the Greek national
forces can be reconstituted on a non-partlsan basis and
gedeguately equioped.

I shall be turning over in my mind thils whole questlon

and hope you will share your thoughts and worrie§ with me.
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MR=0UT=043: e 13 DECEMBER |9hk,
FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE,

| AM ATTAGHING FOR YOUR CONBIDERATION A DRAFT OF A SUGGESTED
TELEGRAM FROM YOU FOR THE PRIME MINISTER ON THE GREEK QUESTION. THE
TWO MEMORANDA  WE SENT YOU THIS MORNING wiLL, | BELIEVE, MAKE IT GLEAR
TO YOU WHY SOME MESSAGE FROM YOU TO THE PRIME MINISTER APPEARS NECESSARY,
THE SITUATION IN GREECE 1§ DEVELOPING S0 RAPIDLY, AND WITH AS YET NO
SIGNS OF ANY SOLUTION DESPITE MAC MILLAN'S PRESENCE IN ATHENS., THERE
I8 ALSO THE VERY REAL PROBABILITY THAT THE SOVIET UNION MAY FIND IT
NECEESSARY TO DECLARE ITSELF ON THE GREEK SITUATION, | FEEL, THEREFORE,
WE CANNOT DELAY MUCH LONGER YOUR MAK ING YOUR POSITION GLEAR TO THE PRIME
MINISTER,

WE HAVE CONSIDERED MOST EARNESTLY THE SUGGESTION IN REGARD TO THE
KING AMD HAVE COME TO THE CONCLUSION THAT SINCE THIS SEEMS TO LIE AT THE
HEART OF THE DIFFICULTIES IT 18 THE MOST HELPFUL ONE THAT YOU CAN MAKE,

DRAFT OF PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT TO THE

PRIME MINISTER FOLLOWS,

10P SECRET
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™| HAVE BEEM A5 DEEPLY CONCERMED A8 YOU HAVE YOURSELF IN REGARD
TO THE TRAGIC DIFFICULTIES YOU HAVE ENCOUNTERED IN GREECE. | APPRECIATE
TO THE FULL THE ANXIOUS AND DIFFICULT ALTERNATIVES WITH WHIGH YOU HAVE
BEEMN FACED. | REGARD MY ROLE IN THIS MATTER A8 THAT OF A LOYAL FRIEND
AND ALLY WHOSE ONE DESIRE 18 TO BE OF ANY HELP POSSIBLE IN THE CIRCUM=
ETANCES. YOU MAY BE SURE THAT IN PUTTING MY THOUGHTS BEFORE YOU 1| AM
CONSTANTLY GUIDED BY THE FACT THAT NOTHING CAN IN ANY WAY SHAKE THE
UNITY AND ASSOCIATION BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES IN THE GREAT TASKS TO
WHICH WE HAVE SET OUR HANDS.

AS ANXIOUS AS | AM TO BE OF THE GREATEST HELP TO YOU IN THIS
TRYING SITUATION, THERE ARE LIMITATIONS IMPOSED IN PART BY THE
TRADITIOMAL POLICIES OF THE UNITED STATES AND IN Phﬁmu BY THE MOUNTING
ADVEREE REACTION OF PUBLIC OPINION IN THIS COUNTRY. fﬂNE WILL UNDERSTAND
BETTER THAN YOUREELF THAT |, BOTH PERSONALLY AND AS HEAD OF STATE, AM

NECESSARILY RESPONSIVE TO THE STATE OF PUBLIC FEELING, IT 18 FOR THESE

REASOMNS THAT IT HAS NOT BEEN POSSIBLE FOR THIS GOVERNMENT TO TAKE A

TOP SECRET
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STAND ALONG WITH YOU IN THE PRESENT COURBE OF EVENTS IN GREECE. EVEN TO
ATTEMPT TO DO 830 wWOULD BRING ONLY TEMPORARY YALUE TO YoOU AND WOULD 1IN
THE LONG RUN D0 INJURY TO OUR BASIC RELATIONSHIPSE. | DON'T MEED TO TELL
YOU HOW MUCH | DIELIKE THIS STATE OF AFFAIRS AS BETWEEN YOU AND ME 4
MY ONE HOPE (5 TO SEE IT RECTIFIED S0 WE CAN GO ALONG IN THIS 48 IN
EYERYTHING, SHOULDER TO SHOULDERS | KNOW THAT YOU, AS THE ONE ON WHOM
THE RESPONSIBILITY RESTS, DESIRE WITH ALL YOUR HEART A SATISFACTORY
fOLUT ION OF THE GREEK PROBLEM AND PARTICULARLY ONE THAT wWILL BRING PEACE
TO THAT RAVIEHED COUNTRY. ] WILL BE WITH YOU WHOLEHEARTEDLY IN ANY
SOLUTION WHICH TAKES INTO CONSIDERATION THE FACTORS | HAVE MENT IONED
ABOVE. WITH THIS IN MIND | AM GIVING YOU AT RANDOM SOME THOUGHTS THAT
HAVE COME TO ME IMN MY ANXIOUS DESIRE TO BE OF HELP.

| KNOW THAT YOU HAVE SENT MAC MILLAMN THERE WITH BROAD POWERS TO
FIND SUCH A SOLUTION AND IT MAY BE THAT HE WILL HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFUL
BEFORE YOU GET THIS, | OF COURSE LAGK FULL DETAILS AND AM AT A GREAT

DISTANGE FROM THE FfCEME, BUT IT HAS SEEMED TO ME THAT A BASIC REASON

L ]
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~=0R E:cuéﬁ, PERHAPS== FOR THE AW ATTITUDE HAS BEEN DISTRUST REGARDING !
THE INTENTIONS OF KING GEORGE., | WONDER IF MAC MILLAN'S EFFORTS MIGHT
NOT BE GREATLY FACILITATED IF THE KING HIMBELF WOULD APPROVE THE
ESTABL I SHMENT OF A REGENCY IN GREECE AND WOULD MAKE A PUBLIC DEGLARATION
OF HIS INTENTION NOT TO RETURN UNLESS CALLED FOR BY POPULAR PLEBISCITE.

THIS MIGHT BE PARTICULARLY EFFECTIVE IF ACCOMPANIED BY AN ASSURANCE THAT

ELECTIONS WILL BE HELD AT BSOME FIXED DATE, MO MATTER HOW FAR IN THE
FUTURE, WHEN THE PEOPLE WOULD HAVE FULL OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS THEMSELVES,
MEANWHILE, MIGHT IT NOT BE POBSIBLE TO SEGCURE GENERAL AGREEMENT
ON THE DISARMAMENT AND DISBOLUTION OF ALL THE ARMED GROUPS NOW IN THE
COUNTRY, INCLUDING THE MOUNTAIN BRIGADE AND THE SACRED BATTALION,
LEAVING YOUR TROOPS TO PRESERVE LAW AND ORDER ALONE UNTIL THE GREEK |
MATIONAL FORCEE CAN BE RECONSTITUTED ON A NON=PARTISAN BASIS AND
ADEQUATELY EQUIPPED,
! SHALL BE TURNING OVER IN MY MIND THIS WHOLE QUEST ION AND HOPE

¥YOU WILL SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS AND WORRIES WITH ME," .
=, ; ﬂJO‘-G G
I. .._f. Il_i' A jﬂ._.l i F }n_f.t.l Y & § At I s .J: ¥ ‘#F*'
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EVENING NEWS, ADMIRAL BHOWN TO THE PRESILENT.
PALLIPPINES

Admiral Struble in & late report indicates that the NasHVILLE
vr;u demaged as result of suicide plane attack in the Mindanso Sea.
As reported this morning, she is under her own power. Further details
sre not available at this time.
GRERCE

Determined resistance by ELiS continues, with little progress

u

reparted on elther side.

1320352 - ame
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MEMORANDUM FOF THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: The Situation in Greece

Serious armed conflict is raging in Athens today
between some 16,000 British and Greek Government troops
ug% an unknown proportion of the 50,000 EAM-ELAS guer-
illas.

Basic causes of this dispute lie in EAM's distrust
of the intentions of the British-backed Government, as
re 8, first, the holding of fair elections and a plebi-
scite on the question of the King; and, second, EAM's
deesire to exercise its share of Tutar. While agreeing to
a general gragrn: of disarming all irregular forces and
reestablishing a regular Greek Army, EAM insisted that the
Greek Mountain Brigade (4,000 men) remaining after the purge
of the "mutinous” Creek forces in Egypt last spring and
Sacred Battalion (500 officers trained as commandos) be die-
armed simultaneously with the ELAS guerilla forces. The
Government offered instead to incorporate ite units and an
equal number of ELAS troops in the National Army. Feering
Government stacking of the units, the resistance grou
refused and on December 1 the four EAM and two Communist
Ministers resigned from the Cabinet (of twenty-three members).

A crisis arose on Sunday Dacember 3 when an EAM protest
demonstration, which had firet been authorized, then gisap-
proved by the Government, was fired on by Greek gendarmes,
who killed twenty-one and wounded one hundred and fifty of
the demonstrators. On Monday Greek Premier Papandreou, on
advice of British Ambassador Leeper, offered hie resignation
and proposed that a new Government be formed by the venerable
Soprioulis, President of the Liberal (Venizelist) Party. The
impasse came on Tuesday, when Mr. Churchill telegraphed
Leeper vetoing any governmental change and ordering the

TR ' Regraded Unlcassified
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British GOC to clear Athens of all ELAS forces. Bitter
fighting has continued ever since, without conclusive
results. The most the British can hope to wim, without
large-scale reinforcements, is control of the Athens area,
with EAM-ELAS remaining in power elsewhere in the country.

It seems clear that the serious turn of affairs
resulted from Churchill's arbitrary veto of Papandreou's
resignation, which made further political negotiations
impossible. The Department has made & public statement
favoring a free Greek choice of future Government and
attempt to disassociate us from British policy.

Public opinion has been stirred to an unprecedented
degree by the Greek crisis. In England a vote in Parlia-
ment was notable for abstentions. King Georpe, who has
aggravated the difficulties by refusing to appoint a
Fegency in Greece or to make any personal commitment
regarding his return to Greece, hes remained silent. In
this country the public has stromgly supported the Depart-
ment's declared position, but many demends are accumulating
for: 1) strong representations to the British; 2) United

States mediation; and 3) establishment in Greece of a United

States-Soviet-British Commission to ensure a fair deal.

In the Department's opinion, the situation would be
considerably eased if King George would consent to the
establishment of a Fegency in Greece and meke a statement
clarifying his intention not to return to Greece unless
recalled by a popular plebiscite.

Regraded Unlcassified
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Suggested American Mediation
in the Greek Crisis.

I transmit herewith a copy of Ambassador MacVeagh's
telegram of December 8 pro afng the formation of an in-
ternational commission of British, Fussian and American
representatives to oversee the holding of a plebiscite
on the Greek regime and generally supervise an impartial
settlement of the Greek crisis.

It seems likely that Mr. Churchill would immediate-
ly veto Fussian participation, 2s he appears acutely to
fear Russian penetration into Greece, and I think we
should refuse any possible cﬂuntlragruﬁ:sll to intervene
on a purely Anglo-American basis. should also have
some nesitancy in participating in an internmational com-
mission unless we are prepered to send some civil affairs
troops into Greece so that we could actually be sure of
what was going on.

You may consider Ambassador MacVeagh's proposal im-
practicable, for the foregoing or other ressons. How-
ever, in communicating our reaction to his proposal, we
might well ask the Ambassador to report whether he or
the British there have any suggestions to submit as to
any way in which we could be helpful.

Enclosure:
Copy of telegram no. 132,

dated December 8, 10 a.m.,
from Athens.

Regraded Unlicassified
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FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM ADMIRAL BROWN. Bee*
estern F

In Mulhouse area Loeschile, last enemy bridgehead over Rhine between Swiss
border and Kembs has been taken. Stubborn defense of approaches north of Colmar
and floods held Allies to small zains in direction of that town.

North of Strasbourg enemy has withdrawn to northeast and our troops have
advanced up to 8 miles toward German border west of Karlsruhe penetrating former
Maginot line defenses and reaching Seltz, near the Rhine. Hagenau has been
cleared. SHAEF (-2 states that lack of contact with enemy in Hagenau sector
most noticeable since night of 10/11 December and zives some color to state-
ments by Prisoners of War that 245 Volksgrenadier division in this area was
ordered to hold on until 13 December and then fall back to Westwall,

On northern sector of front fighting on approaches to Duren continues severe
with gains limited.

In continued heavy air raids against rail and synthetic oil targets in
Western Germmany some bomber crews were able to alm bombs visually for the firat
time in weeks.

Leyte

Communigue reports Allied planes intercepted an enemy convoy of some 11 ships
aporoaching northwest Leyte with fighter cover and claim 3 transports, totalling
19,000 tons and 3 destroyers sunk. Alse one destroyer and 2 medium sized trans-
ports were left dead in water and burning. In addition light naval units sank
a cargo transport of 5,000 tons. Enemy troop losses by drowning believed heavy,
Fifty enemy planes were destroyed in combat against our losses of 8 planes. Hains

continue but mopping up operatieons proceeding.
e B




On 12 December, the destroyer CALDWELL was badly damaged at the north en-
trance to Surlago Stralt by a suicide crash when escorting a re-supply echelon
en route to Ormoc Bay. The vessel returned unescorted to San Pedro Harbor. The
CALDWELL was reported yesterday as sustaining negligible damage in an air attack
11 December, when a suicide plane crased 20 feet from her bow.

A report from Admiral Struble suggests something has happened to the NASH=-
VILLE which he is returning to Leyte Gulf. The Admiral has tranaferred from
the NASHVILLE to a destroyer.

E=29's
Approximately 90 mireraft dispatched to bomb Nagoya, Japan's third largest

city. Primary target Mitsubishi Aireraft engine plant and secondary target urban

and port areas of Nagoya. So far approxdmately 60 planes have reported bombing
primary target visually with heavy explosions and fires observed. Fighter oppos-
ition was nil to moderate but AA was moderate to intense and accurate. No losses
as yet but some 30 aireraft still te report.
Italy

Canadian troops of the 8th Armmy have established two bridgeheads across the
Lamone River southwest of Havenna. After a day of heavy fighting the two bridge-
heads have joined and advances up to 1} miles along a 4 mile front against light

opposition were made.

Greece
Situation still confused with contradictory reports being received as to

fighting and progress of any negotiations towards cessation of hostilities.

hm

Theater states information available indicates disintegration of Burma puppet

troops as effective pro-Japanese force. Their morale is smashed and they concede

o




Allied superiority.

Clipperton
Weather station Clipoerton established 1l December. ARGUS (converted yacht)

supporting. LST 563 leaving San Diego 12 December with construction materials

and crew.

SENT: 1315252




The White House

In conversstion ;lrtnnl.n;r with Rebbi Silver, be urged me to
£ : obtain your approvel trn the issuance of & statement om .t.hn Palestine
' I resclutions which he has drewn up as follows:
"fith respect to amction on the Palestine Resclution
pending in Congress, I informed you that the position of
the State Department was that it felt that ection on the
Resolution should be deferred for the time being. Put, T
wisgh to sssure you that this position is in no wise to be
construed as indicating that the State Department is not
in accord with the line of clear policy laid domm by the
President on October 15th in his statement to the Zionist
Orgenization of Amerieca through Senctor Wagner, That
statement representing, ss the President made clear, the will
of the Americsn people is necessarily the policy of the
State Department.®
I am strongly of the opinion that it would be a mistake to
issue such a statement st this time since it would most likely
re—cpen the whole question in Congress. I therefore suggest that
you authorize me to inform Rabbl Silver, &s you recently had me

Enciphered by
Sent by operator M. - .
M-I}IIIUI ..n.lu_rmm 18—5mmL |
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1
T

inform Rabbl Wise, that he snd his assoclates will have to
trust to your judgment and leave the matter in abeyance for

the present.

S:HR: ALY
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WASHINGTON e
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Decomber 12, 1944
‘..F
MEMORANTUM FOR THE MAP ROOM J

Will you be good enough to |

ans"
have the attached message despetched i
to the President as promptly as
possible.

%
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12 December 19LL

MR-QUT-637
FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM ADMIRAL BROWN =

Japan

Axis broadcasts sald today that a mass evacuation of Tokyo is under
way and that buildings are being torn down throughout the city to create
"fire breaks" in & hurried attempt to prepare the capital against an
all-out American bombing offensive. Hadio Tokyo admitted that the Supr-

fortress strikes on the Japanese homeland have become "vigorous cnerati ons"

and warned the people that more raids are on the way, including "machine-
gun strafings" of their eities.
China

As of 10 December 4,42l personnel, 102 animals and 6 jeeps have been
flown into China as part of airlift of two Chinese divisions. Of this
total, over 2,000 personnel were moved in a single days' operation.

South of Kweiyang, Japs have apparently withdrawn as far as Nantan
as advancing Chinese report no contact.
Leyte

General MacArthur's communicque has confirmed the junction of the U.S.
Tth Division with the U.S. 77th Division in the Ormoc beachhead. The
number of enemy destroyed and cut off in this drive has not yet been re—

ported.

SENT: 1222432
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ME=OUT-536 12 December 1944
MESTEGRN_FEONT
lain and snow with temperutures just over freezipg point. \'ﬁ
hadio reports lst Army troops now within 1 mile !ai‘ Duren.

Seventh Army elements now mopping up in Hagenau, taken yestepday, while
other units have advanced up to five miles to the north and northeast of that

p].&“-

French state flooded rivers are grester obstacle than enemy resistance
in mopping up Mulhouse-Colmar pocket.

Senior WCO, FW from 19th Army, states Army has issued order there will
be no withdrawel across hhine. (This seems inconsistent with other reports.)
Westwall along upper Hhine under 55 commend and anyone crossing river [rom
west to east without special permit is shot.

Since 1 November, enemy has made available 2 divisions in battle area.
Of these, 12 have been committed in Cologne sector plus 4 held in reserve and 8
in Saar-Palatinate sector.

Enemy casualties for week ended 10 December estim ted at 2700 per day
of which prisoners account for half.

ALK WnbFRRE

Heavy raids reported yesterday involved more than 2000 U.S5. heavy
bombers escorted by some 1200 fighters. Of these the approximately 1600 B=17's
and B-28's which left England made a stream of formations nearly 300 miles leng.
No enemy opposition wes encountered which may hzave been due to adverse weather
conditions which also prevented observation of results. Our losses to other
causes were small.

BasTERN FUROPE

According to radio, Soviets now confirm all-out asssult on Budapest is
underway. No confirmation yet of yesterday's German reports of major of fensive
by Soviets shaping up in South Poland,

GREECE

Reports confused. Some say situation is more serious for British than
previcusly with troops in Athens surrounded by estimated 25,000 ELiS. Latterts
artillery fire hit ATC base there but no casuwlties reported. ELaS stated. to
be in complete control of Salonika.

In face of these reports are suggestions that some compromise may be
worked out il no punitive measures taken against ELaS if t.':m; ﬁfrae to & truce,
il e

Alexander and Macidillan have arrived in Athens according to
ol o
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LEXTE

7th Division meving north, now less than 1 mile from Junction with 77th
Ddviaion which has taken Ormoc. Enemy compressed in narraw pocket in Southern
Leyte are unable to extricste themselves and are being destroyed with little
opportunity for effective retaliation.

hains econtinue.

The Destroyer HUGHES, on picket duty in Suriago Strait, wes struck
amidships by & suicide crash dive and by = bomb., Her enginerocom and fire-
rooms were flooded and she was towed to an anchorece in can Fedro Harbor
(north of Leyte Oulf), GSeven of her personnel were reported killed, one
missing and 15 injured.

Four of our T boats in Suriago Streit were attacked by 4 Zeros. Two
of the enemy plines made sulclde dives and PT-327 was struck by & erash dive.
One officer was killed, one officer is missing and 11 men were wounded. The
other suleide plane crash-dived close to PI-528, but the boat escaped domage.

A Liberty ship in the Leyte Gulf was struck by an enemy bomb and set on
fire. Further details are not aveilable &t this time.

BURMA

Allied troops have moved into Indew and Katha without any enemy
opposition.

Theater G-2 states that delaying tactics only enemy capability on all
fronts unless rreinforced.

PACIFIC =0 LLNES

The submsrine SEA OWL hit a DE (which had alreacy been hit a
torpedo) with a MARK 27 torpedo (U.5. version of scoustic torpedo). Target

presumed sunk.
In0 JIMA

Photos of Iwo Jima on 11 Decenber show all runways operstive except one
strip on ane airfield. Photos on 9 December showed all airfields inoperctive.

ATLARTIC

The 7,800 ton U.5. freignter DAN BRARD was damaged by an underwater ex-
plosion (cause unknown) in the Irish Sea and broke in two. Both halfs still
a.rlna_;t.. 35 survivors landed.

1215102 - ame
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MR-007- 635 (/122042)

TELEGRAM TO THE PRESIDENT FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE

RESTHICTED

At the request of the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee I appeared before them today to glve further
information regarding the Palestine Resolution. For the
benefit of Senators who were not present during my
appearance on December 6, I went over the ground covered
then, as reported in my telegram to you. I also read
for their confidential information the communication you
received through our Legation at Cairo from a number of
Arab organizations. I emphasized that you and I felt
that any resolution on this lll\\;.'.hj.nt now would be a mistalke,

The Committee decided by a close vote not to take
any actlon this session on the Palestine matter. How-

.ever, they asked that the Depaertment's statement, guoted
in my telegram of December 8 to you, be issued at ocnce,

and this has been dome.
S,
(X)
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE | »
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

-

December 11, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE MAP ROOM

Will you be good enough to have 4
the attached wire despatched to the
President?




A
PERSONAL AND SECHET FROM PHEMIER J. V. STALIN $
TO PHRESIDENT FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT

Thank you for your reply on the French question. Together
with General De Gaulle we came to & decision that the conclusion
of the Franco-Soviet Pact of mutual assletance will be beneficial
to the cause of the French-Soviet relations as well as for the
Buropean security in general., Today the Franco-Soviet Pact was
signed.

As to the post-war border of France,:the consideratioa of
this question, as I have already written to you, has been postponed,

December 10, 194L.

Regraded Unlicassified
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MUT-633 11 pecember 134 (£,
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WESTHEN BUROPE g

Steadily expanding innundations by Germans north and northwest of
lijmegen suggests a well thought out policy Ls being pursued which probably
aims at ultimste expulsion of Allies from Nijmegen. Todate innundations
from the Lower Rhine ere about three miles from the town. The dykes south
of the Raal to the west of Hijmegen and the dykes of the Meuse at Ddyk con-
stitute two danger points. If cut successfully, innundations south of
Nijmegen might well become so broad and deep as to render retention of
Hijmegen unprofitable.

STERH EUROPE

According to radio reports from Moscow Germans are setting fire to
Budapest in preparation for fleeing city. MNo confirmation yet from Moscow
that Soviets have entered this city as has been stated by other sources.
This does not seem improbable as latest reports indicated they were closing
in from three sides.

Germon radio claims that a vast Soviet offensive is taking shape in
South Poland. HNo confirmetion from the Soviets as yet.

ALK WARFARE

hadio reports "huge" air fleets from Britain and Ituly are out over
Germany, in what may prove to be most massive raids of war todate.

ITALY

Communique states large scale German countersttack against Eighth Army
bridgehead over the Lamone River SW of Faenza has been decisively defeated
with heavy loss to enemy.

LEYTE
Our casualties todate: 1863 killed; 7032 wounded; 238 missing. o

Jap casuslties estimated at 28,000 killed and 13,000 ineffectives,
Hemaining Jap strength estim-ted at 26,000,

Re airfields: At Dulag 5,000 feet of steel matting is now in use.
At Tanauan grading of 6,000 feet strip now complete and laying of steel
mat commenced. At Bayug work continuing.



LEYTE (Cont'd)

The Destroyer HEID (1408 tons—1934) was sunk off the southwest tip
of Leyte by suicide plene while escorting a re-supply echelon to Ormoc.
The HAEIDL sank in two minutes. 152 men, including the commending officer,
executive, and 12 officers, were rescued out of a complement of 209.

GREECE

Eritdsh position in Athens and Piraeus grave. Large scale attacks
by ELAS expected tonight or tomorrow. Field Marshal Alexander expected
to arrive today.

1121187 - ame




11 December 1944

FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM AIMIRAL BROWN. é;E;-
¥estern Front

There is substantially no change in the ground situstion.

Light snow and rain with colder weather hempered movements along most of
the front. The bombers are over Germany today, however.

U.S5. bridgeheads over the Saar River expanded. Enemy resistance is very
determined.

Another 0.5. division — the 75th — is now in France. Total U.5. divisions
of all types on Continent is now L3. This is two-thirds of all Allied divisions.

Three Armored, 1 Airborne, 3 full infantry divisions and the residue of 3
others are all that remain in U.S5.

Prisoner of war total now 766,000.

Lhina

S8ino 0-2 states that possible clue to Jap withdrawal south of Kweiyang and
consequent Chinese reoccupation is that Jap troops are still in summer uniforms
plus recent extremely cold weather with snow in the combat area.

Ehilippines

General MacArthur's communicgue reports that the 77th Division has captured
Ormoc. This operation should be decisive in winding up Leyte campaign although
there are many thousand Japs still to be accounted for.

The 34th U.S. Hegiment now located near the northwest tip of Leyte is report-
ed in contact with about 200 Mips assumed to be the remnants of the ll-ghip con-
voy sunk several days ago.

Tokyo

Last B-Z9 weather plane over Tokyo reported Tokyo blacked out.
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Bacific Sutmarines

Submarines reported sinking a tanker, a transport, three freighters and

damaging another freighter. Two hits were scored on a carrier,
Greece

Cincled reports situation in Athens and Piraeus area well under control.
Issue reported to be hinged on capital and FLAS sald to be unlikely to commit
themselves deeper elsewhere until that issue settled. December 9 was a quiet
day with Army consolidating and Navy providing close support on call.

Admiral King has withdrawn his prohibition against the U.S. LST's carrying
military supplies and men to Greece. (Reported Saturday).
India

When Admiral Fraser brings the British Pacific Fleet from Ceylon to Aus-
tralia he will attack Sumatrian oil refineries and make operational strikes against

the Mandalay Peninsula and Singapore. The final attack will be on Palambang in

Jamary.




10 December 1944 s

ME-OUT-631

FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM AIMIRAL BHOWN.
Ne news tonight other than that which is being put

out over radio on usuai broadecasts.

SENT: 1020582
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DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

December 10, 1944

&

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
Subject: Exchange of Messages With Mr. Fden

You will find attached an exchange of perscnal
messages between Anthony Eden and myself, in which
you will be interested.

-

|

Enclosures:

1. Message to Mr. Eden
December 6, midnight.

2. Message from Mr. Eden
received December 9.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
TELEGRAM
December 6, 1944
Midnight
U.S. URGENT - NIACT
AMERICAN EMBASSY, &
LONDON.
10226

SECEET FOR THE AMBASSADOR

Please deliver immediately the following personal
message from me to Mr. Fden:

"Your personal message was read to me this after- -

noon and I wish to let you know without delay that it
is a source of deeg regret to me that so soon after
taking office a difference should have arisen between
us. have always worked so closely with you and my
British friends, both as Lend-Lease Administrator be-
fore coming into the State Department and more parti-
cularly since I have been here. We must keep up the
close and intimate associstion which has always been
80 helpful in getting over even points of difficult
discussion in dealing with our respective countries’
interests, I count upon, as one of my greatest sup-

rte in the tasks ahead, your close friendship. I

ow, and you must feel, that anything which we put
up to each other for cooperative working out can be
solved to the entire satisfaction of both our respon-
gibilities. Let us resolve that we will see that
everything of any importance comes right up to the 1
two of us for approval. |

"If the reaffirmation of our policy with regard
to Italy has caused you embarrassment I am truly sorry.
The feelin% is such in this country, however, and the
inquiries from all quarters so pressing, following your
public statement in the House of Commons, that we had

AdanAs g OVI-630 (MJJ |
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no other choice than to meke clear our position. I

am sure that had there been prior consultation we could
have worked the matier out together as we have done in

the past and, I feel sure, we will be able to do in the
future. Michael Wright has told me of the debate on
Greece which has been set for Friday and which you anti-
cipate will cause the Prime Minieter eand you some embar-
rassment. We are working up a friendly statement to be
given out tomorrow which'I sincerely hope will be helpful."

STETTINIUS

=
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SECRET

to Mr. Stettinius. &

Thank you a;n much for your helpful and under-
standing message which I received through Winant.
It ie my keen desire that we sheuld work close
together.

e 0 UT - 620 (fuctmmey

Ao
fo dasd Y

Regraded Unlcassified a




b4 0

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE SECRETARY

December 10, 1944

Ma jor Putnam \3
The Map Room

The Secretary would appreclate
it 1f these two messages could be
transmltted by wire to the President,

]
Frank E. Duvall
Watech Officer

Regraded Unlcassified




DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON |

December 10, 1944

o
TOP SECRET
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Zones of Occupation in Austria

I have your memorandum of December 8, 1944,
respecting zones of occupation in Austria. Ve are
taking this up urgently with the Joint Chiefs of
Staff and have informed Ambassador Winant of your

decision.

/o 205 3 2 H—qu
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From: U, S, Military Attashe, London NS 74
To:  President of the United States e
Nr: 850 Filed 1016287

Prime Minister to Fresident Roosevelt, personal .
and TOP SECRET Number 850, i 7 =3 o

Lo B _tan —_—
P
htllop-lutn(ntmm.

ﬂELufJM Du}'m;

I am sorry that eircumstances whieh I know you
will understand now compel me to send MaeMillan accom-
panying Pield Marshal Alexander to Athens and he will,
therefore, be unable, to his great regret and mine, to
make his visit to Washington for some time. I want to
send another minister to Washington in his place and
will let you kmow about this as scon as posaible.

Meanwhile, as regards Italy, Halifax will tell
you what we have in mind. We are briefing him fully
and he will have the assistance of the officers who are
already waiting to meet MacMillan in Washingtom.

Halifax will tell you how much we all regret this

eshange of plan,

Rl m//fw*r: .
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10 December 1944

ME-QUT-627

FOR THE PRESIDENT FHOM ADMTRAL EROWN,
Western Front

There is little change in the ground situation.

The enemy has flooded large areas in northern Holland from Nijmegan west.
British and Canadian troops hold generally line of River Maas but little activ-
ity.

In Cologne-Aachen area battle is largely at a standstill on opposite banks
of the Hoer.

Enemy very sensitive in Saar area where U.5. Third and Seventh Armies!
gnawing in West Wall approaches has not been stopped.

Upper Rhine picture unchanged with enemy keeping Colmar-Breisach escape
route across Rhine. SHAEF estimates enemy will treat this area as low priority
static defense sector as fleld troops are more needed in the north.

106th U,8. Division now in forward area from U.K. and assigned to First
Army. Total U.S. [dvisions in combat now 39.

Antwerp tonnage 32,000 on 8 December.

Phi ines

First re-supply echelon arrived Ormoc Bay very early 9 December and un—
loaded in darkness. Torrential rains restricted enemy air activity and our
ground operationas.

The destroyer LAMSON was hit by Jap suleide fighter near Leyte. She was

damaged considerably but is apparently under own power.
China

Ueneral Wedemeyer has reported that Chinese have re-occupied several points

-] -




southeast of Kwelyang without opposition, following up Jap withdrawal. Also re-
ported, but not confirmed, that Jap forces from Nanning and from French Indo-China

have joined,

Japan

Alusna, Moscow reports that a "personal observer" in Tokyo stated that he
counted 920 houses burned down as result of November 29-30 B-29 raid. Jap stated
2,000 houses burning throughout city. Jap AA can't cope with hizh altitude and
night raids particularly effective. Counter-measures failed against incenderies
and Jap morale resistunce low. Both factors increase casualties. Population was
evidently beaten in spirit as result of ineffectiveness of AA and notable lack
of air raid shelters.

December 3 raid on aircraft factories in western scction Tokys resulted in
large fires lasting until 1800. Japs say seasoned flyers were brought from
Kyushu for defense of Tokyo.

Pacific Submarines

The Submarine PLAICE operating west of Kyushu probably sark two destroyers
on 8 December,
Iwo Jima

Photos of Iwo Jima indicate all rumways inoperative as result of combined
alr and surface assault. Five large fires were burning the following day.
Greece n 1

ﬁlu_;:ulu_!‘ Ureece reports conditions have deteriorated during last three days.
American Flag respected everywhere. He strongly recommends against sending any
Anericans to "become embroiled in this political mess.” "OQur Allies have a tiger
by the tail and cannot turn loose." The British Ambassador informed Alusna that
he had received instructions from London to the effect that there should be no
political chante at this time and that the British had undertaken to protect

L
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Athens against armed attack. Alusna has ordered all members of his mission to
move into the Embassy for the time being.
Local

COMINCH evaluates V-3 attack on Eastern Sea Board from Furope impossible now.
V-3 may possibly be a rocket of smaller size and shorter range than the V-2.
Poasibly it is a small rocket launched from U-boat, but attack would be for pro-
paganda effect rather than military. Joint Staff has instructed Army and Navy
to take precautions practicable within capacity of forces available.
Miscellaneous

ComPhibsPac has asked to make Colonel James Roosevelt Intellicence Officer
for Pacific Amphibious Group 13.

The ULVERT M. MOORE has been ordered to report to Ulithi December Z8.

SENT: 101605Z
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g Signal Corps, United States Army
Receioed at TOP SECRET

MR-0UT=027: i - 10 oECEMBER |94k,

FOR THE PREBIDENT FROM ADMIRAL BROWHN:

MORN ING MEWS:

WEBTERN FRONT, THE ENEMY HAS FLOODED LARGE AREAS IN NORTHERN
HOLLAMND FROM MNIJMEGEM WEST, BRITISH AND CANADIAN TROOPS HOLD GENERALLY
LINE OF RIVEFR Maags BUT LITTLL ACTIVITY.

IN COLOCME AACHEN AREA BATTLE I8 LARGELY AT & STANDSTILL ON
OPPOSITE BANKS OF THE ROER.

ENEMY VERY SEMBITIVE IN SAAR AREA WHERE U.,8. THIRD AND SEVENTH
ARMIES, GNAWING IN WEST WALL APPROACHES HAS MNOT BEEN STOPPED.

UPPER RHINE PICTURE UNCHANGED WITH ENEMY KEEPING COLMAR=BREISACH
ESCAPE ROUTE ACROSS RHIME, BSHAEF ESTIMATES EMEMY wILL TREAT THIS AREA
AR LOW PRIORITY STATIC DEFENSBE BECTOR A8 FIELD TROOPS ARE MORE NEEDED

IN THE NORTH.

JO6TH U.8, DIVISION NOW IN FORWARD AREA FROM U,K., AND ASEIGNED

TO0 FIRST ARMY, TOTAL U,S., DIVISBIONSE IN COMBAT HOow 39,

=T — =
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Signal Corps, United States Army

TOP SECRET

—pa

ANTWERP TOMNAGE 32,000 oM & DECEMBER,

PHILIPPINES, FIRST RE=-SUPPLY ECHELON ARRIVED ORMOC BAY VERY
EARLY 9 DECEMBER AND UNLODADED IN DARKMNESS, TORRENTIAL RAIMS RESTRICTED
EMEMY AIR ACTIVITY AND OUR GROUND OPERATIONS,

THE DESTROYER LANSON WAS HIT BY JAP BUICIDE FIGHTER MEAR LEYTE,
SHE WAS GCONSIDERABLY DAMAGED BUT IS APPARENTLY UNDER OWN POWER,

CHINA; GENERA! WEDEMEYER HAS REPORTED THAT CHINESE HAVE
RE=0CCUPIED SEVEFAL POINTS SOUTHEAST OF KWEIYANG WITHOUT ﬂPPDnITIuN,
FOLLOWING UP QAP wWITHDRAWAL ALSO REPDRTED, BUT NOT EDNFIRHED, THAT
JAP FORCES FROM NANNING AND FROM FRENCH INDO=CHINA HAVE JOIMNED,

JAPAN, ALUSHNA, MOSCOW REPORTS THAT A "PERBONAL OBSERVER" IN
TOKYD STATED THAT HE COUNTED 920 HOUSES BURMED DOWM AS RESULT OF
NovEMBER 29-30 B=29 mralo, AP sTATED 2,000 HOUSES BURNING THROUGHOUT
CITY. JAP AA CAN'T COPE WITH HIGH ALTITUDE AND NIGHT RAIDS PARTICULARLY
EFFECTIYE. COUNTER-MEASURES FAILED aﬁnluaﬂlﬁctﬂitnnlct AND JAP MORALE

RESISTANCE LOW, BOTH FACTORS INCREASE CASUALTIES. POPULAT ION WAS

Lr = s
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b at TOP SECRET

===
EVIDEMTLY BEATEN IN SPIRIT AS RESULT OF INEFFECTIVENESS OF AA AND
MOTABLE LACK OF AIR RAID SHELTERS,

DECEMBER 3 RAID ON AIRCRAFT FACTORIES IN WESTERN SECTION TOKYO
RESULTED IN LARGE FIRES LASTING UNTIL |808, uAP sAY SEASONED FLYERS
WERE BROUGHT FROM KYUSHU FOR DEFENSBE OF TOKYOD,.

PACIFIC BUBMARINES., THE SUBMARINE FLA ICE OPERATING WEST OF
KYUSHU PROBABLY SANK Tw0D DESTROYERS ON DECEMBER B,

IO JIMA, PHOTOS OF IWO0 JIMA INDICATE ALL RUNWAYS INOPERATIVE
AS RESULT OF COMBINED 4IR AND EURFACE ASEAULT, FIVE LARGE FIRES WERE
BURNING THE FOLLOWING DAY,

CRLECEs ALUENA, GREECE REPORTS CONDITIONS HAVE DETERIORATED
DURING LAET THREE DAYS. AMERICAMN FLAG RESPECTED EVERYWHERE. HE
STRONGLY RECOMMENDS AGA INST SENDING ANY AMERICANS TO "BEGOME EMBROILED
IN THIB POLITICAL MES85.," "OUR ALLIES HAVE A TIGER BY THE TAIL AND
CANNOT TURN LOOSE.," THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR INFORMED ALUSNA THAT HE HAD

RECEIVED INSTRUCTIONS FROM LONDON TO THE EFFECT THAT THERE BHOULD BE NO

T
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Signal Corps, United States Army L:_

&
&2

s _ TOP SECRET -

POLITICAL CHAMGE AT THIS TIME AND THE BRITISH HAD UNDERTAKEN TO PR
ATHENS AGAINST ARVED ATTACK., ALUSNA HAS ORDERED ALL MEMBERS OF H|
MIBSION TO MOVE INTO THE EMBASSY FOR THE TIME BEING,
LOCAL., GCOMINGH EVALUATES ¥=3 ATTACK ON EASTLRN SEA BOARD F|
EVUROPE IMPOSSIBLE NOwW., v=3 MAY POSSIEBLY BE A ROCKET OF SMALLER &
AND EBHORTER RANGE THAN THE ¥=2Z, POSSIBLY IT 18 A SMALL ROCKET LAUI
FROM U-BOAT, BUT ATTACK WOULD BE FOR PROPAGANDA EFFECT RATHER THAN
MILITARY., JOINT STAFF HAS INSTRUCTED ARMY AMD NAVY TO TAKE PRECAU
PRACT ICABLE WITHIN CAPACITY OF FORCES AVAILABLE,.
. MISCELLANEOUB. GCOMPHIBSPAC HAS ABKED TO MAKE COLOMEL JAMES
ROOBEYELT INTELLIGENCE OFFICER FOR PACIFIC AMPHIBIOUS GROuP |3,
THE ULVERT M. MOORE HAB BEEN ORDERED TO REPORT TO ULITHI

DECEMEER 28,

HO S51G.

it

F

By
=gl
——

Regraded Unlcassified



December 9, 1944

For the Presldent from Admiral Leahy:

Reference MR=in 217

Possibillity of V=3 stratospheric bomb attack on

U. 8. was discussed at a meeting of the Joint Chiefs

ol Stafl yesterday. General Marshell and Admiral King

have sent messages to defense commends, sea frontiers
and the First Alr Force at Hitchell Fleld ordering

precautlionary measures tawken,
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WEH~OUT b2

FROM AUMIRAL BHOWN TO THE PRESILENT.
No news to report this evening.

0921052 -
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MR-—1#- 6 i
TELEGRAM FROM THE SECRETARZY OF STATE TO THE PRESIDENT ,'E

Yesterday the British Embassy in Washington informed us that
Marshal Badoglio had sought ssylum in the British Embassy in Rome
on December 6. He informed the British Ambassador that he was
sbout to be arrested by the special police of the Italian High
Commissioner for the Punishment of Fasoist Orimes (Count Sforza).
The British Asbassador saw Prime ¥inister Honomi, who said he would
request Badoglio's dossier from the High Commiseionsr and would
glve orders that Badoglio should not (repeat not) be arrested.

Despite these assurances and in view of Badoglio's mppreshension,

the British Ambassador permitted him to spend the ll.ﬁ.ﬂ'lt at the Em-

bassy in Rome.

Eden has requested me to comour in imstructions, through the
Combined Chiefs of Staff, to Gensral Alsxander that ths arrest of i
Badoglio cannot be tolerated. We informed General Marshall yes=
terday that we had no objection to the U. 8. Joint Chiefs' con-
ourring in a directive of this nature on purely military grounds. {
At the meeting of the Combined Chiefs yesterdsy afternoon, how= |
aver, the U, 8. Chilefs took the vlew that thers were insufficient I
military considerations imvelved to comour in instruotions of this
pature to Alexander without instructions from the United States
Govermment.

By this time we had received word that Bonomi had obtained
promisesd of support from four of the six political parties and was
proceeding to form a govermment immediately. Consequently we sug-
gested to the British Embassy last evening that (1) since the
U. B. Joint Chiefs of 8taff had felt umable to comeur in instruetions
to Alexander on military grounds and (2) since Bonomi, who had as-
sured the British Ambassador that he would prevent Badogllo's arrest,

appeared

Sl '~ O0q(Fs 3T
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appeared to be forming a new govermment with adeguate party sup-
port, we were not prepared at this time to go along with them in
any joint imstructions to the Theater Commander.

last svening we sent an urgent telegram to Eirk in Rome ask=
ing him to see the Itallan Prime ¥inister immediately and obtain
assurances similar to those which Bonomi gave the British Ambassa-
dor on December 6 that he would not (repeat not) permit Badoglio's
arrest. Kirk was also requested to report, after making discrest
inquiries, his views as o the likelihood of Badoglio's arrest at
this time.

I feel that the American and British Govermments have & oer-
tain moral responsibility for Badoglio's safety since it was he
who signed the Italian armistice terms and brought Italy into the
war on the side of the United Nations. ¥hile we, of course, have
no political inberest in Badoglio or im his politionl future, we
might find it highly erbarrassing to have him arrested and brought
to trial for Fasoist orimes during our military occupation of
Italy.

may I have your permissiom ..

Under the oircumstances perhapsxymixwmtidxgirexiax
to request the U. 8. Joint Chisfas of Staff, should Eirk's reports

ipdicate that Badoglio's arrest is {mminent, to send permissive
instructions to Gemeral Alexander to intervens on behalf of

Badoglio only as the last resort to prevent his arrest.

Regraded Unlcassified




THE SECRETARY OF STATE
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

December 9, 1944

e

I should appreciate it if you would
have the attached message sent to the
President by the fastest posslble mesns.




9 December 1944,
UR-QUT-62 S

FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM ADMIRAL LFAHY.

Marshall suggests changing your draft message to Prime to the
following. Marshall's proposed changes bear on a persistent British
Staff effort to support Mountbatten at the expense of China, and
also on anticipated efforts by Prime to move into the Balkars at
Eisenhower's expense.

I recommend Marshall's changes.

(See attached for remainder of message. Only part
embodied in Quotes transmitted)




December 8, 18944,
T0:  ADMIRAL LEAHY ~
FROM: THE PRESIDENT

I proﬁaua the following telegram to Former Naval

Person instead of the draft you sent me. FPlease clear

with Marshall and King and send unlese you have objJectlons:

QUOTE Your 844, I am at Warm Springe in Georgla

takinﬁ ten days off after the campalgn and everything in
the personal line is golng well.

Perhaps I am not close enough to the plcture to
feel as dlsappointed about the war situation as you are

and perhaps also because slx months ago I was not as

optimistic as you were on the time element.
On the Eurcpean front I always felt that the
;.rt"?

L
occupation of Germany up to the left back of the Rhine

would be a very stiff Job. Because in the old days I
bicycled over most of the Rhine terrain, I have never
been as optimistic as to the ease of getllng across

the Rhine with our Joint armies as many of the

T S R S # Ty .
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Commanding Officers have been.

Hnuav:r,.nur agreed broad strategy ls devaloping
according t; plan. You and I are now in the poslitiocn of
Gnmpanﬁur:—in—chisf who have prepared thelir plans, lssued
their orders, and committed our resources to battle |
according to those plans and orders. For the time being,

K .
even if a 1ittle behind schedule, it seems to me the
prosecution and outcome of the battles lie with our
Field Commanders in whom I have every copfidence. We
must remember that the winter season 1s bringlng great
difficulties but our ground and alr forces are day by
day chewing up the enemy's dwindling manpower and

resources, and our supply flow is much improved with

the opening of Antwerp.

General Eisenhower estimates that on the Western
Front line he is inflicting losses in excess of the
enemy's capability to form new units. I still cannct

gsee clearly Just when, But soon a declsive break in

our favor is bound to come.

Regraded Unlcassified
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Ae to the Italian Front, Alexander's forces are
doing their bit in keeping those Gumn diviainnn in

The same thing applies to their troops in the
Balkans. I have never belleved that we had the power to
capture any large German forces in the Ealkana.W

b Tos s saomne -

On the Russlan Front we must also glve full
allowance to the vile weather and the Russians seem to
be doing thelr bit at the present time. This, of couras,

you know more about than I do.

The Far Eastern situation ls, of course, on a

somewhat different footing and I am not at all happy £ ,(0\2,}'\
about 1it, - g MW
%'ﬁ«m ﬂ

From the long range polnt of viawiwe ean du

. AN :
very little at—this time to China ftogadherete

conductiss a worthwhile defense, but Japan ls suffering

logses in men and ships and materials in the Pacific

oy 1o Regraded Unlcassified
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area that are many times greater than ours and théy, too,
cannot keep this up. Even the Almighty ig helping. This
.. o anid
llgn.lﬂ.cent& tidal wave is a proof.

The time between now and spring when the freeze
is over will develop many things., We will know a ;nt
more than we know now,

"My Chiefs of Staff are now devoting all of their
abllities an; energles in directing thelr organizations
toward carrylng out the plans we have made and in
supporting our forces throughout the world, Praqtlcally
all of these forces are, for the time being, committed.
That is why I do not feel that my Chiefs should leave
their posts at this time since no requirement exists
for broad strategic declsions to gulde our Fleld
Commandere,

I think I can leave after Inauguration Day.

I hoped that Uncle-Joe could come to Rome or Malta
or Taormina or Egypt but 1if h; will not L- and inslsts

on the Black Sea == I could do it even at great

Reéraded Unlcassified
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difrlnult} on account of Congrees. Harriman suggested Batum
which has an nxaglllnt glimate. You and I could fly there
from Malta or Athens, sending ahead one of my transport
Flagships on which to liwve, Yalta is also intact, though

the roadstead is open and we should probably have to llve

ashore.

on the vote.

BODSEVELT UNQUOTE

e
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9 December 1944
MR-OUT-623 =
FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM AIMIRAL BROWN,
¥estern Front
Center of activity contirmes to be in the American Third and Seventh Army
sectors. Seventeen divisions of these two armies are now in line, with one corps
of the Third Army well across the Saer. Progress has been steady but gains

limited, as enemy resistance becomes more determined.

There is no indication that the enemy is shiftins any of his forces from
the Fuhr area in the north where his main weight is concentrated.

To the south, in the French sector, there are further indications that the
enemy Nineteenth Army is making & general withdrawal out of Alsace across the
Rhine.

Improved but by no means good flying weather is forecast for today and teo-
MorTrow.

Reported "demolishing"of Antwerp by German DNE being investisated,
Philippines

The force which landed in the Jap rear in Ormoc Bay on 7 December has ex-
tended its perimeter and according to this morning's communique, is now on the
outskirts of the town of Ormoc.

h few remaining Jap paratroopers of the 200 which landed a‘couple of days
ago on the Burauen air strip on Leyte are still holding out on the strip itself.

Units of the U.S. 38th Divielon have landed on Leyte. This Division, from
Pearl Harbor, staged at Buns and has not been employed heretofore in Pacifie

Operations.

Japan
A B-29 weather plane, dropping two and one half tonsz on Tokyo, reported that




the city did not observe a blackout.
Eastern Front

the main drive will be in Poland.
Greece

flown in from Italy in American planes.

Fighting may continue a week or 10 days more.

and inadequate distribution of medical supplies.

troops or material to Greece.

Murmansk

A c a

tanker in the Philippine area.

SENT: 0915152

Marshall Zhukov is now in command of the Soviet Armies from Warsaw to the

Carpathians. This is particularly interesting in that the Marshall always

appears in the area of the greatest effort and tends to confirm the supposition

that the Red Armies will commence their winter offensive in January and that

Naval Observer reports situation still very bad with fighting going on in

in Greece. In addition, a battalion of the Lelcestershire Reglment has been

Meanwhile the food situation

is becomming critical and public health is menaced by rumbers of unburied dead

Admiral King has directed that no U.S. LST's shall be used to transport

4 31 ship convoy arrived in North Russia. One intercepting U-bost and two

others attacked by Russian surface units at Murmansk approaches,

The submarine BLACKFIN sank a medium freighter and damaged a 10,000-ton

Regraded Unlcassified

many parts of Athens and sniping everywhere. The entire Lth Indian Division is now
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