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TOP SECRET # TOT IE:"P‘.

From: U. S. Military Attache, London, England
To 1 The President of the United States

Nr 1 863 Filed 29/18552
Prime Minister to President Roosevelt Personal and TOP
SECRET Nr. 863,

1. lﬂuuﬁrﬂuntbunntnlcmnrmr--“
to the Greek King, -'-'cmlnvmmhwumtnlmu
8o promptly. Anthony and I have just returned. The War Cabinet
hlumlumuhumudhwmthnﬂnﬂuhupm
nngururm-tmighthlppmth-mmhnhm. The
Archbishop left it to me to discuss the period of the Regency with
the King, so that this gives a little latitude,

2. Failing agreement His Majesty's GCovernment will advirc
the Archbishop to assume the Office of Regent and assure him that
--nmmnmuhhmthﬁnvnmthrumummm

of Greece.
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MR-0UT-720 29 Decester 1945 D
FHOM: ADMTRAL BHOWH
T0 : THE PRESIDENT

Ho news of importsnce this evening.

RECD 2920592
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TOP SECRET # TOT
29 December 1944
From: U, S. Wilitary \ttache, London, England [,$
To 1 The President of the United States
Nr 1 862 Piled 29/17382

Prime Minister to Prgsident Roosevelt Personsl and TOP
SECRET Nr. 862,

Following is report mentioned in my immediately preceding
telogram,

HARBOUR: The harbour at Yalta 4s sm.ll and is unsuitable
for ships larger than destroyers, Its quays are believed to be
intact, Ships of any size can anchor cutside the harbour,

ANCHORAGE: The anchorage is exposed to the prevailing
northeast wind which blows along the coast., The strongest winds
are those from the northesst which blowa in violent squalls from

Ithmnt.d.u.

BOAT WORK: Under conditions of strong wind, boat work
would become very difficult, if not impossible.

HEATHER: On the whole, however, strong wind conditions
are not very frequent, The following figures are typle:l of the
weather in January:

,_.d&..l_.,m,« AIR-0eT- 7!?

Regraded Unlcassified



@

Number of Days of Rain per month 8

Amount per month 1 inch

Number of Fine Days per month 10

Number of Bad Days (Rain and Wind) 10
per month

ACCOMODATION FiCILITIES ASHORE: There were a number of
palaces and large country houses ashore which were converted
into sanatoria snd could have been used to provide ample sceo-
modation; but we have no information sbout the conditions in
which the Germans left them - it is believed that at least some
of them have been destroyed,

ACCOMMODATION AFLOAT: The mestion of aveilability of
suitable ships is being looked into.
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Fromi The U. 5. Military ‘ttuche, London, England
To : The President of the United States
Nr : 861 Filed 2917322

Prime Minister to Fresident focosevelt. Fersonal and
TOP SECRET. Number 861.

Your 676, I send you in my immediately following the
Admiralty report on Yalta. If this place is chosen, it would
be well to have a few destroyers on which we can live L1f neces-

() sary, There would be no difficulty in flylng from the great alr
hutnﬂﬂ-thﬂmrltuﬂ- I, myself, landed in a York
at Simferopol. I dare say, however, Stalin will make good ar-
rangements ashore. Our party will be kept to the smallest dimen-
sions. I think we should aim at the end of January., I shall
have to bring Anthony snd Leathers.

O Bt 2930arz

R . MRBOT S
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S
 From: U. 5. Military Attache, London
Tot  The President of the United States

Nri 2020 Filed 29th December

To President from Winant Personal and SECRET, MA London
Serial Ne. 2020,

This morning I handed your cable to the King of Greece.
He asked me to stay and talk with him which I did, He took your
message in good part although he was still resisting the idea of
naming the Archbishop as Regent.

I also got a copy to the Prime Minister. He was grateful
for your prompt and helpful action.

B-hunnly,jmlmuinth-mrnrlh-“yhndunro;.
IWmmldlihmmqu-mmmldmtto
send him a message upon his safe return home.

R92057 Z
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29 December 1944 &
OUT-716

FOR THE PREGIDENT FROM ADMIRAL BROWN,

Does your MR-IN-252 to Admiral Leahy suthorize send-

ing & copy to Churchill, or shall we hold until your

retum.

SENT: 270301
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. 29 December 1944
ME-QUT-T15

FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM AIDMIHAL BROWN
Hestern Front

The enemy drive has been stopped, and, at the western tip and at other
points, his formations severely mauled, Along the northern rim of his perimeter,
enemy is withdrawing his armor and replacing it with infantry, at the same time
improving his defensive positions, 2

No counterattack has as yet been made against our forces in Bastogne, where
General Patton has broadened his corridor into this town.

Out of a total of 73 divisions which are believed to be on the western
front, enemy now has put 23 divisions, including 12 Panzer, into his salient.
Allied forces now have 26 divisions in this area either in contact or in
immediate reserve.

General estimate is that enemy has found himself completely stopped for
the time being, but with two Panzer divisions still not committed, he still has
the capability of striking again at some point,

SHAEF reports that they expect enemy will attack at other points along
western front. “Suspiciolfleggtivities have been noticed around Aachen and in
northern Holland.

Weather for today looks good.

Ltaly

The enemy attack in western Italy slowed down yesterday. It is believed
that enemy's effort here may be of a diversionary nature to draw off Allied troops
from critical sector before BHologna.

Phi i

General MacArthur reports that no enemy troope were landed on Kindoro at

o

—————
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the time of the bombardment, as Jap radio claimed. Both our runways here were
serviceable morning of 27 December,

During the bombardment by the Japs at Mindore, one Liberty ship was des-
troyed by enemy gunfire, one Liberty shio was srounded as the result of the
bombardment.

One of our Mindoro convoys was attacked by four enemy erash-divers on the

e 28th south of Bohol Island. One plane was shot down by AA fire and the other

F { three hit three ships; one freighter, the JOHN BURKE (7,176 tons) blew up and the
: merchant ship SHAHRON was abandoned as the result of heavy damage. The other ship
E contimued with the convoy.

: Japanese Navy

et A petty officer rescued from a Jap destroyer which was sunk on the night

! i of December 26 during the Jap bombardment of Mindore states that the large carrier
E' | UNRYU was to take part in this attack but was sunk off Formosa, confirming the

: I

! claim of the U.5. Submarine REDFISH. He further confirms the sinkingz of the

| battleship MUSASHI southeast of Formosa on October 24.

Captured Jap documents lists four new Jap carriers, the names of which

suggest that these carriers are being converted from heavy cruisers. We have no
i
3 information available indieating whieh, if any, of the four are in commission.
SENT: 2915152
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& December 1944
ME-QUT-T14
FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM THE MAP ROOM.
Reference your MR-IN-250, following are sketchea of Generals Bull and

Betta:

Major General &ﬂd R. Byll. Born Springfield, Mass., 1893, Graduated

West Point 1914. Infantry Officer. Served with 3rd Livision in World War I.

His duties since then inelude: Military Intelligence Divisien, Instructor
at West Point, Staff Duty in Hawaii, Instructor at Infantry School at Fort Ben-
ning, Secretary of the War Department General Staff, and, in 1942, Assistant
Chief of Staff, G-3. He is now Ueneral Fisenhower's G-3 in SHAEF.

He is a graduate of the Command and General Staff Sechool, Army War
Collenge, and Naval War College.

Awarded DS in 19L4.

Brigadier Jenersl Thomas J, Setts. Born Ealtimore, Maryland, 1293.

Graduated University of Virginia 1916, Commissioned in Regular Ammy in Coast
Artillery 1917.

Served in France in World War 1. Since then has served in Philippines,
G=-2, War Department General Staff, with Army War College and with the Civilian
Conservation Corps. After graduating from Command and General Staff School,
served on the Staff of the Chief of Coast Artillery, and then with the War
Department General Staff.

Qeneral Betts is now Assistant G-2 in SHAEF. (G-2 on General Fisenhower's

Staff is Uajor General Strong of the British Army.

SENT: 2915152




29 December 1945
MH-QUT-T713 &E
FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM AIMIRAL LEAHY.
Referring to Stalin's message dated 27 December, (MR-OUT-712)

permisesion is requested to send it to State Department for prepar-

i ation of a draft reply.
df

It would seem appropriate or necessary to send Stalin's

message to Churchill before replying te U.J.

{ ,.-'

r,

SENT: =291355Z
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I have recelved your message on Polish matters on December 20.

As regards Mr, Stettinius' statement of December 18, I would prefer to
express myself about this during our personal meeting, In any case the svents
hmmﬂmmmmun.&mum- said state=

ment.,
A mumber of facts which took place during the time after the last viaslt

of Mikelajosyk to Moscow and, in particulsar ihe radic-communications with Mikel-
ajesyk's govermment intercepted by us from arrested in Poland terrorists —
underground agents of the Polish emigre government with all palpability proves
that the negotiations of Mr. Mikelajemyk with the Polish National Comnittee
perved ms 4 screen for thoss elements who conducted from behind Mikolajcsyk's
back eriminal terrorist work ageinst Soviet officers and scldiers on the territory
of Poland, We cannot reconcile with such a situation when terroriste instigated
by Polish emigrants kill in Poland soldiers and officers of the Red Aray, lead a
eriminal fight against Soviet troops whish are liberating Poland, and directly
aid our enemles, whose allies they in faet are, The substitution of Mikelajesyk
by Arsysheveky and, in general, transpositions of ministers in the Polish emigre
govermuent have made the situation even worse and have created a preciplce be-
tween Poland and the emigre govermment.

Meanwhile the Polish National Committes has made serious achievements in
the stremgthening of the Polish state and the apparatus of govermmental power on
the territory of Poland, in the expansion and strengthening of the Polish army,

-]l -

Siwct afirioi
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in carrying into practice of a number of important governmental measures and, in
the first place, of the agrarian reform in favor of the peasants, All this hae
laad to consolidation of cdemocratic powers of Poland and to powerful strengthene
ing of suthority of the National Committee among the wide masses in Poland and
among wide social Polish circles abroad,

It seems to me that now we should be interested in the support of the
Polish Mational Committee and all those who want and are capable to work together
with 1t and that is especially important for the Allies and for the solutlon of
our common task — the speeding of the defeat of Hitlerite Germany. For the
Soviet Union, which is bearing the whole burden for the liberation of Poland frem
German occupationists, the question of relations with Poland under present
conditions is the task of dally close and friendly relations with a power which
has been established by the Polish people on its own soil and which has already
grown strong and has its own army which together with the Red Amy is fighting
against the Germans.

I have to say frankly that if the Polish Committee of National Liberation
will transform itself into & Provisional Polish Government then, in view of the
above-sald, the Soviet Government will not have any serious grounda for postpone-
ment of the guestion of its recognition. It is necessary to bear in mind that
in the strengthening of & pro-Allied and demooratic Poland the Soviet Union i
interested more than any other power not only becsuse the Soviet Unlon is bear=
ing the main brunt of the battle for liberation of Poland but alse because Poland
1s & border state with the Soviel Unlon and the problem of Poland is inseparable
from the problem of security of the Soviet Union. To this we have to add that
the successes of the Red Army in Poland in the fight against the Cermans are to
a great degree dependent on the presence of peaceful and trustworthy rear in

Regraded Unlcassified
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Poland, and the Polish National Committee fully takes into sccount this elrcumstance
while the emigre goverrment and its underground agents by their terroristic actions
are creating & threat of civil war in the rear of the Red Army and counteract the
successes of the latter. On the other hand, under the condition which exist in
Poland at the present time there are no reasons for the continuation of the

policy of support of the emigre govermment, which has lost all confidence of the
Polish population in the country and besides creates a threat of civil war in the
rear of the Red Ammy, violating thus our commorn interests of a successful fight
against the Germans. I thimk that it would be natursl, just and prefitable for
our common cause if the govermments of the Allied countries as the first step

have agreed on an immediste exchange of representatives with the Polish National
Committee so that after a certain time it would be recognised as the lawful
govermment of Poland after the transformation of the National Committee into a
provisional government of Poland, Otherwise I am afraid that the confidence of
the Polish People in the Allied powers may weaken. I think that we cannot allow
the Polish people to say that we are sacrificing the interests of Poland in faver
of the interests of a handful of Polish emigrants in London.

Regraded Unlcassified
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URGENT
TOP SECRET

MESSAGE FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE
With reference to the message from Prime Minister
Churchill, n;%iskoi dated today, in which he requeets
urgently that you send a message to the King of Greece
urging upon him agreement to a regency, you will recall
that on December 22, under cover of a memorandum, I
sent to you a suggested meseage along the linee of the
Prime Minlister's request.
For your convenience there is attached the text
of the proposed telegram to Ambassador Winant and the
meseage for him to deliver from you to the Eing of
Greece.
T am leaving & copy of the suggested telegram to
Ambassador Winant with the Map Room so that if you approve
1ts dispatch, it can be sent immediately and be in

London by tomorrow morning, as requested by the Prime

Fheg
ﬁ@—ﬁbﬂ)

Minister.

MR-ouT - 10O
2PR3I0PE.
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TELEGRAM FOR AMBASSADOR WINANT
FROM THE PRESIDENT \E

Please deliver the following message from me to
the King of Greece. Please alsc glve a copy of this
measage to Frime Minleter Churchill on his return and
tell him 1t 18 in answer to hiiigga of December 28 to

QUOTE I have been profoundly distressed, and I
know how anxlous you must be about the situation which
has arlaen in Greece. We are not directly involved in
this matter and are anxious not to intrude ourselves
into the internal affairs of Greece or of any other of
cur liberated allles, We have welcomed Your Malesty's
statements and those of your Oovernment assuring the
Greek peocple that they shall have full opportunity to
pronounce themselves as to their future form of govern-
ment, and we have had full confidence that these pledges
would be carried cut. Unhapplly, however, 1t seems
evident from the reports which I receilve from Greece
that there 1s s8till widespread confusion on this issue
within the country. Whether or not this confusion has
been dellberately evpread by Your Majesty's opronents, it
would seem to constitute a very real problem which must
be dlsposed of 1f unity and order are to be restored,
I am reluctant at tnis dietance from the scene %o offer
wnat may appear to be gratuitous advice, but it has
gseemed to me lncreasingly clear that only a courageous
and patriotlec actlon of Your Majlesty could restore con-
fidence and clear the way for successful negotiations.
The great love we Americans bear for Greece emboldens me,
therefcore, to express cur hone that you will glive most
favorable consideration to the recommendations which I
understand have been made to you for the naming of the
Archbishop as Regent of the Crown in Greece. It seems
to me that this action might be particularly efficacious
if 1t were accompanied by a reaffirmation of Your
Ma)esty'e intentiones and by an assurance tnat elections
will be held at some fixed date, no matter how far in the
future.

My heartfelt sympathy goes to you in these diffiocult
and unhappy days, UNQUOTE

WR-ouT- TI0
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M0l =709 28 Decexber 194k

B

Allied officers from SHAEF selected to go to Moscow are Air Marshal

ADMInAL BrOWN T0 THE PnESIDENT, EVEKING NEWS.

Tedder, Leputy Supreme Commander; Major Generasl Bull, Chief of Operations;
and Brigadier Genersl Betts, Assistent G-2. Generals Bull and Betts are
UsS. officera.

For the five-day period up to and including yesterday, air force
claims 585 enemy planes, 396 enemy tanks and over 4,000 enemy motor
transport vehicles destroyed.

leports indicate fog has persisted over buttle area today limiting
our air operations.

lenor of press reports indicetes generally improved situation in
Belgium. Westem tip of enemy salient hus been blunted and thrust back.

Many prisoners taken.

2821252

B EEEEEEER——
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MR=OUT= ZQZ 28 December 1944

FROM: ALMIRAL BROWN 3

TO : THE FRESLUENRT
Request permission to give State Department copies of

Prime dinister's 859 and 860, (uR-OUT-706 and 707), to recommend

reply for you.

RPRA/RSZ

_I“J
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MR-0OUT- 07 28 Deceaber 1944 \g

Fromi U, 8. Military attache, London, England
Fory The President of the United States
Number: 860 Filed 2817252

Prime Minister to President Roosevelt. Peraocnal and
TOP SECRET. Number 860,

Reference Paragraph L of my immediately preceding telegram,
following is message referred to,

uAs Prime Minister of Greece it is my duty to report to
Your Majesty that at the conference today all present were unani-
mously in favour of establishing a Regency. All except members of
ﬁhﬂu?m;mndmwinhwutm:m
ereated at ence, I myself agreed that an immediate Regency was
necessary. The members of the Popular Farty thought, however, that
establishment of a Regency should be deferred until ELAS had accepted
General Scobie's terms for a truce. In view of what happened today
and in the interests of Greece as well as outlook for the Royal House,
I as Prime Minister formally tend to Your ilajesty advice that you
should appoint a Regency forthwith. It is further my advice that
there should be & single Regent and that he should be the Archbishop

of Athens.®
End

feed 151900 2

$eP rsmai
m1p L 'FI-' plg lf
[ | ‘j ! ll !

2

.
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TOP SEGRET

28 December 1944

MR-0uT- 706

2F/Po 2.

From: ‘The U.S. Military Attache, London, England. \S‘é‘
To 1 The President of the United States,
Wor ¢ 859 Filed 2814552

Prime Minister to President Roosevelt. Personal and
TOP SECRET. Number 859.

Many thanks for your Number 680 which encouraged me
amidst many difficulties, Ambassador Macveagh called yes-
terday and we had a talk, Like everyone else here he is con-
vinoed that a Regency under the Archblshop is the only course
open at the moment, I have seen the Archbishop several times
and he made s very good impression on me by the sense of
power and decision which he conveyed as well as by his shrewd
political judgments. You will not expect me to speak hers om
his spiritual qualities for I really have not had suffisisnt
opportunity to measure these.

Oreek conference of which you will have had from other
sourges full account, was unanimous in recommending a Regency.
This was strongly supported by EAM however I do not consider
Archbishop is at all Left wWing in Communist sense. On the son-
trary he seems to be an extremely determined man bent on
establishing a small strong exscutive in (reece to prevent the
eontinuance of Civil War.

T w St eqbapatng o o hhand to sree
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upon the King of Greece to appoint the Archbishop Regent.

Bffect of this, if King agrees, will of course mean that Archbishop
will form & government of ten or less of the best will, I gath-
ered that he would make Plastiras Prime Minister and that Papan-
dreocu would not be included. Naturally I could not probe too

far while all these matters are hypothetical,

On our return we shall advise cur colleaguss who are
already inclined to this course, that we should put the strong-
est pressure on Oreek King to accept advice of his Prime Minister,
Monsisur Papandreou, who changes his mind about three times a day
but has now promised to send a talegram in his own words but in
sense of my immediately following,

If Ambassador Macveagh's report should on these matters
correspond with mine I should greatly hope that you would feel
yourself =Sl to send a personal telegram to the King of Greece
during the next few days supporting the representation we shall
make to him, of which we shall keep you informed, My idea 1is
that the Regency should be only for one year or till a Flebls-
aite can be held under conditions what is called "normal tran-
quility.

The Archbishop has lsft this matter entirely in my hands
g0 that I can put the case in most favorable manner to the King.
Of course if after these difficulties have been surmounted and
Archbishop is Regent you felt able send him a telegram of support,
that would make our task easier. Mr. Presldent, we have lost
mrl.mummql?lrﬂlthlmtuplﬁ#:nhmhm
| ! L'Ii.fn.}ll' {
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clear, it is a painful sight to see this city with street fighting
raging now here now thers and the poor people all pinched and only
kept alive in many cases by rations we are carrying, often at loss
of life, to them at the various depots. Anything that you mn say
to strengthen this new lay out as the time comes will be most val-
uable and may bring about acceptance by ELAS of the terms of truce
set forth by Qeneral Scobis. For the rest we are reinforcing as
is necessary and military conflict will go on. The vast majority
of the people long for a settlement that will free them from the
Communist terror,

We have to think of an interim arrangement which can be re-
viewed when our long hopes for meeting takes place. This date
should not now be far distant. It will then be possible to corre-
late our ppinions and actions. In the meanwhile we have no choice
but to recommend creation of a new and more competent executive
government under Regency of Archbishop, and to press on with our
heavy and unsought task of clearing Athens from very dangerous,
powerful, well organised and well directed elsments which are
now pressing the area advance. I should value a telegram when

I return on Friday morning.
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28 December 1944
~OUT-

| FOR THE PHESIDENT FROM AIMIRAL BROWN. '\.s

¥estern Front
Qur 10lst Airborne Division and a part of the U.S5. Tenth Armored [ivision

| who have held out in Bastogne have been reached by the U.S. Lth Armored Division
| driving uo from the south. SHAEF believes that our link-up with Bastogne must

draw attention of enemy sharply to this area. It is possible he will now divert
armor to stop our penetration and try to capture Bastogne while there is still
time.

On the northern flank, the enemy's planned offense northward has been frus—
trated due to ground-air beating plus disrupted supplies of troops and material.

There is no change around Dinant at the western tip of the enemy salient.

The thirteenth day of the enemy's counteroffensive finds his Fifth and
Sixth Panzer Armies temporarily stopped, with time not on his side. He has
suffered heavy losses.

Heavy morning fog over battle ares today will probably dissipate to permit
air operationa.
Italy

The enemy has attacked in the western sector of our Italian front in an area
held by the American 9Zna Division (coiered), forcing our troops to make slight
withdrawals.
Eastern Front

Enemy forces in Budapest, believed to be largely Hungarian troops, are
virtually surrounded by Soviet encireling moves around the Danube bend. There are

no reporte of Soviet activity in other sectors.

Pacifie
On 27 December, Iwo Jima was bombarded azain by Task Group under Hear Admiral

= Yk




A.E. Smith, consisting of the cruisers Chester, Pensscola and Salt Lake Ccity, plus

five destroyers. The bombardment began at 1:00 Pems, and our units ceased firing

at 2:36 p.m. Enemy shore battery fire was moderate except for intense sutomatic
fire. One of our cestroyers, the Dunlap, received slight damage; otherwise no
damage was sustained by ships or personnel. Our destroyers destroyed one enemy
destroyer escort and left one large landing ship burning. Hombardment reported
"best so farn,

During the 25 December bombardment of Iwo Jima," the commanding officer of
the destroyer Hoe and three men were injured by shrapnel from an enemy destroyer
tscort which the Hoe later sunk.

Mindore

The enemy task force which bombarded Mindoro, 26-27 December, received the
following damace from aircraft: the pattleship sustained two 00-pound hits and
was last seen trailing oil. Our Mitchells were seen to sink one destroyer and
damage another. The bombing took place about 80 miles west of Mindore, at 9:00
p.m., 26 December.

Admiral Kincaid's force dispatched to intercept the Jap ships bombarding
Mindoro failed to make contact and is returning to Leyte.

Submarine Warfare

On 25 December, the Robert J, Walker, an American merchant freighter of
7,180 gross tons, was damaged by an enemy sutmarine about 120 miles south of
Sydney, Australia. The Hobert J. Walker was later sunk by our own forces.

Several of our Armed Guard personnel were injured,

Atlantic

A German submarine was sunk in the mid Atlantic yesterday by a convoy escort-

ing group.

SENT: 2814587
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8 December 1944
ME-OUT-704
v FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM AIMIRAL LEAHY.

Referring to Harriman's 271730 (MR-OUT-703), I am diseussing
with War and Navy specific replies to the questions contained there-
in (number and names of Staff, character of balance of party, mmber
of airplanes, etc.)

Referring to 26 December message from Stalin (MR-0UT-702) per-

mission is requested to send a copy to Secretary of State for his |

information.

SENT: 281,10%
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FROM: AMBASSADDH HARRIMAN 27 December 1944
T0 : THE PRESILENT
NO @ 271730L KCR 6986

I told Molotov this afterncon thst I had received word from you
thet if Mershel Stalin could not come to the dediterranean you were pre-
pired to come to the Black Sea. I emphasized the difficulties thet this
decision made for you but thst in considerstion of Marshal Stalin's health .
you were prep:red to face them. We discussed in detail the arrangements
for the holding of the meeting at Yalta with your ship at Savastopol.
Holotov said he would discuss the questions with Marshal Stalin and get in
touch with me tomorrow. It was agreed that I and appropriate members of
the military mission should gzo to the place of the meeting after preliminary
arrangements have been made. It would be helpful if I could be informed
of the names of the principal members of your party and the number and
character of the balance of the party so that suitable arrangements can
be made for their accommodation. As hotels and senstoria were stripped
of their furniture the Russians will have to make extensive preparations.

If you are to be accompanied by the Chiefs of Staff would you wish
me to discuss with Marshsall Stalin his bringing their oppesite nurbers of
the Hussians staff. I feel this would be helpful in the establishment of
relationships useful in future discussions. In ac ition I have found thet
Marshal 5talin has sometimes given his agreement on military proposels
which he has not fully studied and subseguently reversed them after consulting
his staff. The presence of members of his staff would I believe therefore
contribute to definite decisions. Molotov asked for the approximate date
when you expected to arrive in the Crimea. I explained that the Prime Min-
ister had agreed to go wjerever you decided and therefore I suggested that
the Marshal not communicate with Mr. Churchill until you had had a chance
to do so after which I presumed Marshal Stelin would wish to extend him an
invitation. I did this as I do not know how far ¥ou have kept the Prime
Minister informed of the recent developgents. I would apprecizte advice on
this peint. In order that we can make arrangements at Savastopol, it would
be helpful to have advice as to the character and number of naval vessels for
which provision should be made. Also the approximate mumber of airplanes
which will bring your party in in addition the character of the mail plenes
and from where they would fly.

Cleed 2100352
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From: Marshal Stalin
To 1 The Preaident

On December 14 I have received from Mr, Harriman your message. I fully
share your opinion that prier o convecation of & general conference of the
United Nations on the question of establishment of an International Organization
we should agroe upen the prineipal questions not agreed wpon in the course of
the Dumbarton Osks conversations and, in the first place, on the question of the
procedure of voting in the Security Counsil, IMM you that in the

e —

original American draft was specially marked t.tj_q__ngu_qgj_.t.; to work out special
rules in regard to the procedure of voling in case of a dispute which involves

directly one or several permanent members of the Council. In the British draft
it was also stated that the general order of settlement of disputes between
great powers, should such disputes arise, may prove unfit.

In this connection the first and second points of your proposal meet with
no objections and can be accepted, bearing in mind that points two deale with
procedure questions mentioned in chapter VI, subdivision "p»,

As regards point three of your proposal I have, to my regret, to inform
you that with the proposed by you wording of this point I see no posaibiliity of \
agreeing, As you yourself admit the principle of urarinity of permanent members
is necessary in all decisions of the Couneil in regard to detemmination of a
threat to peace as well as in respect to measures of elimination of such a threat
or for suppression of aggression or other violations of peace. Undoubtedly, that
when decisions on questions of such & nature are made there must be full agreement

of powers which are permanent members of the Council bearing upon themselves the

SENT: 2700487 Regraded Unlicassified
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main responsibility for maintenance of pesce and security. \

It goes without saying that the attempt to prevent, on a certain stage,
one or several permanent members of the Council from participating in voting on
sald questions, and theoretically it is possible to assume also a case when the
majority of permanent members will find themselves prevented from purticipation
in making decisions on a question, can have fatal consequences for the cause of
preservation of international security. Such a situation is in contrediotion
with the prineiple of agreement and unanpdmity of decisions of the four leaaing
powers anc can lead to & situation waen scme great powers are put in opposition
to other great powers end this mayr undermine bhe cause of universal security, In
prevention of this small countries are interested not less than greal powers since
& split among greet powers, united for tosks of mainte ance of peace and security
for all peace-loving countries is pregnant with the most dengerous consequences
for all these nations,

Therefore 1 have to insist on our former position on the question of vot-
ing in the Security Council. This position, &3 it seems to me, will provide the
new International Organisation with the unanimity of four powers, contributing
to avolcing of attempts to put certain powers in opposition to other great powers
which (unanimity) is necessary for their joint fight against aggression in the
future. Naturally, such & situation would secure the interests of small nations
in the cause of preservation of their security and would correspond to the in-
terests of universal peace.

1 hope that you will estimate the importance ol the above-stated views
in favor of the principle of unanimity of decisions of the four lsading powers and
that we shall fina en agreed upon desision of this question as well as certain
other questions waich remain still unsolved. On the basis of such an agreed
upon decision our representatives could work out & full draft on this question

-3a

Regraded Unlicassified

-



-ﬂmm“mm“mhmdam“
ference of the United Nations,

Regraded Unlcassified




® TOP-SI0: ’ 54

ovT-7¢]

W=

Press reports state that U.5. forces encircled in Bastogne nave been
reacned by our troops from south. No confirmation. Enemy has been
miking determined effort to reduce Bastogne before Allied troops could
relieve garrison, as our holding this road-center makes serious pene-

tration in German salient. No chenge elsewhere this front. Weather

over bettle area improved and our air forces active.
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27 December 1944
ME-OUT-700 WSS

FOR THE PHESILENT FROM AIMIKAL EHOWN,

Bestern Front y

The western tip of the enemy penetration has now resched a point two miles
from Dinant on the Meuse River below Namur., Three British divisions from Holland
are in this ares,

The enemy has concentrated great strength on the northern shoulder of their
salient, apparently anticipating that our counterattack will come at this point.
There has been heavy fighting all along this northern flank, but no simificent
change in positions.

On the southern flank s General Patton has made small gains northward., His
forces in this area are being further strengthened.

There are contimied reports of heavy enemy activity in northern Holland,

Weather today over battle area foggy, with greatly imnroved flying conditions
forecast for tomorrow.

Italy

For the past several days there has been little change on Genersl Clark's
15th Army Group front in Italy. The bulk of our forces and of the enemy has
been in the wesbera sector — from Bolomma to the Adriatie. There are now ir-
dieations that enemy plans build-up of strengta in the long neglected western
sector, but his intentions not clear.

Ehilippines
As of 26 December, U.5. Fighth Army (3eneral Fichelberger) has assumed

command of the Leyte-Samar area, General Krueger's Sixth army will command

fortheoming operations.

m:ﬂll-.- L - - 3 —




Japan
72 Salpan-based B-29's have again bombed Nakajima aircraft engine plants in

Tokyo. MNo details yet received.

Mindoro

At about 4:00 p.m., 26 December, our aireraft sighted an enemy task force,
composed qr one battleship, one heavy cruiser and six destroyers 90 miles west
of Mindoro on an easterly course.

At 6:30 p.m. Task Group composed of two heavy cruisers, two light cruisers
and ten destroyers, departed fram Leyte at high speed toward Mindoro in order to
intercept the enemy force,

Throughout the rest of the day, the Jap units stood toward Mindoro, apd at
about midnight shelled the beach in the vicinity of San Jose.

There are indications that some damage was sustained by the Jap forces.
Further details not available at this time,

Samar

On 26 December, & Jap crash-diver hit and damaged & Dutch merchant ship

anchored near our base at Samar and caused extensive damage in the area as the

result of the explosion.

SENT: 2715012
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IN A VALK WITH MOLOTOV THIS AFTERNOON | AGAIN ASKED FOR '
AN APPOINTMENT WITH MARSHAL STALIN TO DISCUSS THE PLACE

OF THE MEETING. MOLOTOV SAID THAT THIS COULD BE ARRANGED
BUT THAT HE KNEW YHE POSITION OF MARSHAL STALIN AND COULD

TELL ME AS THE DECISIONS UNFORTUNATELY WERE NOT DEPEMDENT ..
UPON_THE MARSHAL ALONE. STALIN HAD AGAIN CONSULTED H1S v
TORS WHO MAINTAINED THEIR POSITION THAT ME SHOULD NOT .
A LONG JOURNEY AT THE PRESENT TIME. HE, THEREFORE, COULD -

NOT_G0 TO THE MEDITERRANEAN. HE WOULD. HOWEVER GLADLY
TOANY PLACE ON THE SOVIET COAST OF THE BLACK SEA AND I b

NOT THERE IT HAD BEEN DECIDED THAT MOLOTOY .
Lﬂ‘yrg'_nm COULD G0 TO MEET YOU AND THE pE'?h. MiN]

i

SYER YOU WISHED. | INQUIRED WHETHER FULL CONSIDERA:
T nmtum TO YOUR SUGGESTION OF TRAVELING BY, RAIL."

i1
By _'_'l’r'l_t_‘.--'-_‘_‘-.""-: ] - 0
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HE MAINTAINED CATEGORICALLY THAT THE DECISION WAS BASED -
ON CONS|DERATION OF THE LENGTH OF THE JOURNEY AS WiLL AS ®
THE MODE OF TRAVEL. FROM MY PREVIOUS DISCUSSION WITH STALIN’
AND THIS ONE WITH MOLOTOV | AM NOW CONVINCED THAT STALIN

WiLL ﬂ?’ GO TO THE MEDITERRANEAN FOR THIS MEETING. | SAID .
IN CONCLUSION THAT | KNEW YOU WERE MOST ANXIOUS TO MEET "
i

MARSHAL STALIN THAT | WOULD COMMUNICATE WITH YOU AND SEE -
WiM AGAIN IN THE NEXT DAY DAY OR TWO WITH YOUR FINAL ANSWER

| AM SEEING HIM TOMORROW ON ANOTHER MATTER AND WILL THEN
DISCUSS THE ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE MEETING IN THE CRIMEA IN

ACCORDANCE WITH YOU 231556.
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MR-0UT-698 ; 26 DECEMBER 1944

B

ADMIRAL LEAHY TO THE PRLSIDENT i

Referring to Prime's 858, the following draft reply prepared by
State Department is forwarded for your consideration. In view of I
Churchill's presence in Athens, Stettinius sugegests thet the message be
delivered by Wr. MacVeagh.

QUOTE, ' Replying to your 858, I have asked our Ambassador to call
upon you as soon as possible and I am ready to be of all assistance I
can in this difficult situation.

I admire the vigor with which you are greppling with this problem
end I feel sure that your presence there on the spot will result inm

achieving an entirely satisfactory solution. UNGUOTE,

.

Substitution of the word "hope" for the words "feel sure" is suggested

in the interest of accuracy.

ool 2¢6arvaaz,




Mi-OUT-697 26 DECEJBER 1944

EVEAING NERS, ADMIRAL BHOWN TO THE PRESIDENT.
General Marshall has recuested that the following report just re-
ceived in the War Department be passed on to the President:

"The troop ship 55 LEOPULDVILLE was torpedoed and sunk
three miles off Cherbourg. It was actually torpedoed at 175LZ
on the 24th of December and sank at 2000Z. Thers were 2,255
personnel on board. There have been 1,144 survivors picked up
in good condition. There are 632 members in the hospital. 256
bodies have been recovered. There are still 229 missing. This
ship was carrying elements of the 66th Infantry Division.n®

No other significant news to report this evening.

HECD 262056%
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26 December 1941
ME-QUT-696

FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM AIMIRAL LFAHY. g

I have sent the followlng message to Prime:

QUOTE. PRFSIDENT TO PRIME.

Referring to my 677, Stalin has agreed to receive an
officer of Elsenhower's Staff and discuss the situation with
him,

Fisenhower has been informed.

Signed: ROOSEVELT UNGQUOTE.

SENT: 2614572

Heleased to the Prime Hinister as number 679.
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" 26 December 1944

FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM AIMIRAL EROWN.
West Front

Hadio reports state that weather conditions over battle area will again
allow our tactical air forces to operate,

Tnere has been no lessening of enemy pressure in his drive to the Meise,
but no important development.,

In Bastogne elements of our 10lst Mrborne Hvision stubbornly helding out
although cut off. Third Army from south now within five miles of this town,

Elsewhere in France, there has been little activity since December 16, when
the German counter—offensive began. Both the enemy and the Allies have drawn

much strength south from the Cologme-Aachen sector, but we have not given up any

ground.

Along the Saar River, and east to the Ehine, General Pateh's Army has assumed

& defensive role and here likewise there has been little change.

At the extreme socuthern end of our line, the enemy has elung stubbornly to
Colmar and his bridgehead west of the Rhine. There have been repeated reports
that Himmler is in command of this sector,

Philippines
General MacArthur has issued a long communique in which he states that the

Leyte-Samar campaign now can be regarded as closed except for minor mepoing up.

Burma

Japanese are contimuing to pull eut of northern Burma. Japanese intentions
are not clear, but the estimate from General Suitan's headquarters is that if

Allied pressure is meintained, enemy is not capable of maintaining sustained de

fense of central Burma unless reinforced,
)i
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Pacifi
The battleship IOWA is returning to Pearl with a worn shaft.

Pacific Submarines

The submarine BERGALL returned from a patrol in the South China Seas

seriously damaged by an eight inch shell and is credited with sinking a heavy
cruiser in addition to damaging & heavy cruiser on 13 December off the coast of
French Indo-China.
Submarines are credited with sinking three oilers en the 22nd of December.

Saipan

Japanese air raid on Saipan resulted in the loss of one B-29. Two Jap

planes were shot down.
Mindoro
Three plain langpuage messages in English have been received from an unknown
source telling of an enemy naval task force consisting of 1 battleship, 1 heavy
cruiser and 6 destroyers moving down from Manila to within six miles southwest

This last sighting was made at 0645 this

of the northwest tip of Mindore.

morning, Washington time.

SENT: 26145LZ

'Regraded Unlcassified

=L

') "
L T il it il LR i p e e ol T o ik e



o [ )

fg] \[D fﬂy‘lffr‘”D
““} k‘.‘LI !- Ul

TOP SECRET TOT
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Fromy U.S. Military Attache, London, ngland
h_:_,_t‘ The President of The United States
858, 26 December 194/ Filed 2609522
Prine Vinister to President Roossvelt personal, top secret,
eyes only, Number 858,
lnﬂwudlmpiuwthluwhltnnmdnumn
this Greek entanglement., Basls of action:
The King does not go back until a plebiscite in his favour

-

has been taken. For the rest, we cannot nbandon those who have
tlh!nuptminmuuulndmtumnurynghtitoututh
them, It must always be understood thit we seek nothing from Greece
in ﬁm&ﬂ :ﬂ-!‘ advantages, Ve have given much snd will give more
ﬂltillnﬂ.l‘pﬂllr- I count on you to help us in this time of
unusual difficulty, In particular I should like you to tell your
Ambassador in Athens to make contact with us and to help all he

can in nccordance with the above prineiples,

Hﬂ 51.5'
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(PERSONAL AND TOP SECRET FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM HARRIMAN) =

| HAVE ASKED TO SEE STALIN AGAIN IN REGARD TO THE PLACE o
OF THE MEETING BUT AS YET HAVE NOT RECEIVED AN APPOINT- a5
MENT. ' =
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VEMORANDUM FOR —

Oeneral Marshall:

| Forwarded herewith is s reply just received from

Marshal Stalin in answer to the President's message and
one which ¢ rroborates Ambassador Harriman's message,
| a copy of which was sent to you earlier this evening.

WILSON BROWN,
‘H.u mﬂl, ui‘i.l‘.
Naval Adide to the President.

1 Inel.

= Reﬁraded Unlcassified ¢ J



25 December 194L

From Marshal Stulin to the President, personal and secret.

"] have received your message regarding sending to Moscow a
competent officer from General Eisenhower.

Naturally, I agree with your proposal as well as I sgree to meet
the officer from Oeneral Eisenhower and to arrange an exchange of infore
mation with him.®

Regraded Unlcassified




%5 Uecember 1944

T 692 |
MEOUT o092 o

Secret and personal fron Premier Stalin to the President.
"I have received your message regarding sending to Moscow a

competent officer from General tdsenhower,

Naturally, I agree with your proposal as well as I agree to meet
the officer from Ueneral Eisenhower and to arrange an exchange of
information with him."

Dated Lecember 25, 1944

SENT 20004LT7Z FHG
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25 December 194LL

T 691 VII
For the President from Admiral Brown.

“No news of importance this evening".

'-' SFNT 2521152 FHG

regraaed Unicassitied
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25 December 1944
MEMORANDUM FOR
Geperal Marahalls
Forwarded herewith ls a messuge from Ambassador
Harriman with reference to the question of Ueneral
Fisenhower sending & stafl officer to Moscow,

Upon receipt of actual message from Marshai Stalin
by this office a copy will be forwarded you at onece.

Admirs. Leshy hopes that appropriate instructions
to General Eisenhower will be issued with least possible

delay.
a WILSON BROWN,
Vige admiral, U.8.N.,
Naval Alde to the President.
1l Inel.

Regraded Unlcassified



25 December 1944

From Ambassador Harriman to the President, sersonal and top secret,

"hr:ﬂm your 231731 White House number lik. In snswer to my in-
quify Ml.-nr told me tonight that a reply in the affirmative was going
fﬂ-‘-ﬂl today to you from Stalin regarding Eisenhower's st.ff officer
coming here.®

Regraded Unlicassified
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ME~OUT =589 25 December 1944

=

ADMTHAL BROWN TO THE PHESILENT:

If affirmetive answer is received from Marshal Stalin with regard
to Eisenhower's sending officer to Moscow, admiral Leahy directs we so
inform General Marshall immediately, unless you give other instructions.

RECD 2515552




UR=-OUT-688 25 December 19i4 ‘p

RESTEHN FHONT

Radio reports state that our air forces sre out again in tremendous
strength for the third successive day,

The enemy efforts to reach the Meuse, with Leige believed to be
primary objective, continue to be blunted in the northern halfl of the
break-through area. Our forces along the line Monschan-Malmedy-Stavelot
are holding this ground firmly against increasing enemy pressure. We have
regained contact with our isolated units sround Vielsalm,

Enemy's drives in south have penetrated to within five miles of Meuse
below Namur and are in contact with British and Y.5. units,

Generzl Patton's forces moving north made satisfactory progress yesterday
toward Bastogne where Anerican units are holding out.

ATLANTIC

A Canadian mine-sweeper was torpedoed and sunk 30 miles south of
Halifax on the 24th. Sixty-four survivors recovered.,

PACIFIC SUBMAHINES

The FaiGl, on her sixth war pstrol, sank a 10,000 ton oiler.
CENTHAL PACIFIC

It has been confirmed that the MONOGHAN capsized but remsained afloat
one=half hour. Six survivors have been recoversd.
WO JIM

Air and surfuce forces attacking Iwo Jima on the 2ith inflicted
considerable dumage with no damage to ourselves. Some enemy shipping was

sunk .
THE WHITE HOUSE AND MAP ROOM SEND GREETINGS TO ALL AT HYDE PARK,

RECD 2515252
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Unnumbered

Frime Minister to President Roosevelt.

Unnumbered.

The U.S. Military Attache, London, England
¢ The President of The United States

Filed 2},/19552
Personal.

Clemmie and I send you and Elinor our warmest
wishes for a happy Christmas and a triumphant New

Year.

3

—

SR | =

Sent 12921502,
s

Winston

Regraded Unlcassified



2L, December 1944
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MR -0UT-686
FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM AIMIRAL BROWN.

Late radio reports indiec te improvied situation
today on Western front. Mo official verification yet.

Sent: 2421507 R¥B




2l December 1944

ME-OUT-683 o
FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM ALMIRAL EROWN.

Western Front

Our Air Forces are out again today in tremendous strength. Yesterday over
4,000 sorties were flown by our Air Forces in perfect weather.

As of noon, 23 December, the eighth day of the counter-offensive, operational
reports of positions of our forces and enemy movements do not materislly alter the
situation as last reported.

No further penetration by the enemy toward the Meuse has been reported, but
the situation, particularly in the southern area west of Bastogne, is still not
clear encugh to warrant saying that enemy drive has been blunted.

General Patton's regrouped units are making good progress moving northbn a
broad front from the city of Lwdmbourg, meeting stiff resistance.

Elements of our severely cut up divisions who are holding out in the vieinity

of Vielsalm are undoubtedly playing very important role in delaying development of

enemy plan.
Pacific Submarines

The TIYLEFISH, on its third war patrel, reports sinking a Furutaka or Acba

Clasa heavy cruiser scutheast of Honshu.,

Bonins

The combined air and surface bombardment of Iwo Jima will take place on the
24th and 27th.
Greece

On 22 December decreasing opposition was encountered astride the Athems-
Piraeus road and in the area northwest of Acropolis. Further areas were also

cleared astride the Athens-Faliron road which is now opened to unarmored vehicles

HE
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by day. The FLAS resistance continues to be stubborn in Piraeus.

Miscellaneous

Lieutenant (jg) Margery &, Foster proceeding to Pearl Harbor with first units

of WAVE personnel.
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